REVUE DE PRESSE SYRIE
Dimanche 11 décembre 2011

e Le Conseil national syrien appelle a la greve générale pour éviter la
militarisation du conflit, c’est-a-dire pour ne pas se laisser voler le leadership par
I’Armée syrienne libre.

 La France et les Etats-Unis dénoncent un assaut imminent de 'armée syrienne
contre la population de Homs. Selon la porte-parole du Conseil national syrien, la
population alaouite aurait été évacuée de la ville avant le carnage.

e La presse reconnait désormais que des bandes armées terrorisent la
population et tentent de provoquer la guerre civile. Mais elle nie que ces
exactions soient le fait de bandes armées encadrées de I'étranger et affirme
qu’elles sont au contraire perpétrées par les milices de Bachar el-Assad.
Cependant, on ne comprend pas pourquoi un gouvernement souhaiterait la
guerre civile dans son propre pays.

 La presse anglo-saxonne assure que le régime a perdu espoir et veut se replier
sur un Etat alaouite. Elle ne reléve pas que c’est le drapeau de I'opposition pro-
US qui comporte les trois étoiles représentant trois Etats ethniques.

SYRIA PRESS REVIEW
Sunday, December 11, 2011

e The Syrian National Council called a general strike to prevent the militarization
of the conflict, that is to say not to be stolen the leadership by the Free Syrian
Army.

 France and the United States denounced an imminent attack of the Syrian army
against the people of Homs. According to the spokesman of the National Syrian
Council, the Alawite population was evacuated from the city before the carnage.

e The press now recognizes that armed gangs terrorizing the population and
attempt to provoke a civil war. But it denies that such abuses are the work of
armed gangs framed abroad and says they are in fact perpetrated by the militias
of Bashar al-Assad. However, we do not understand why a government would
like the civil war in his own country.

e The Anglo-Saxon press ensures that the regime has lost hope and want to

withdraw into an Alawite State. It doen’t notice that the flag of the pro-US
opposition use three stars representing three ethnic states.
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Le Journal du Dimanche (France)

La peur d’'un bain de sang

Syrie L’armée assiege Homs, bastion de 1'opposition.
Laquelle lance une campagne de désobéissance

Alexandre Duyck

Vendredi et hier, les forces de sécu-

Troisieme ville du pays, Homs, en-
cerclée depuis mardi par les forces
de sécurité syriennes, est-elle sur le
point de basculer dans I'horreur ?
Vendredi, le département d’Etat
américain afait part de sa «profonde
inquictude ». Hier, le ministere fran-
cais des Affaires étrangeresa, ason
tour, haussé le ton contre les auto-
rités syriennes. « La France est pro-

rité syriennesy ontouvert le feu sur
des manifestants, tuant 13 person-
nes. Ailleurs dans le pays, 23 mani-
festants ont été abattus en deux
jours. Le Conseil national syrien
(CNS), qui réunit la majorité des cou-
rants de l'opposition, dit « craindre
un massacre » a Homs: « Toutes les
informations, les vidéos, ainsi que
les militants sur le terrain affirment
que le régime se prépare & commet-

q natio
Jfaisant état dune opération militaire
d’envergure que les forces de sécu-
rité syriennes seraient en train de
préparer contre la ville de Homs, a
déclaré le porte-parole du ministere,
Bernard Valero. La France met en
garde le gouvernement syrien et tient
les autorités syriennes pour respon-
sables detoutes les actions contre la
population et des conséquences que
pourrait avoir une telle opération
contre la ville de Homs. »

Située au centre du pays, prés de
lafrontiére libanaise, Homs, 1,5 mil-
lion d’habitants, est devenue la cible
prioritaire des autorités en place.

tre un massacre collectif pour faire
taire la révolution & Homs, et en faire
un exemple pour les autres régions. »

< Une attaque d'ici
a soixante-douze heures »
Autre figure de l'opposition,
Imad Houssari, porte-parole des
comités de coordination locaux en
Syrie, a pujoindre des amis hier en
Syrie: « Hier, 14 chars ont tenté de
peénétrer dans les quartiers de Bab
Amro et de Khaldieh, les plus mobi-
lisés a Homs. Il y aurait 400 chars
autour de la ville. L'armée se preé-
pare. On pense que cette attaque va
avoir lieu d'ict & soixante-douze heu-

res. Ilrégne avjourd hui une atmos-
phére qui ressemble & celle de Ben-
ghazi avant que Kadhafi tente d’y
mater la rébellion. Le régime veut
écraser le mouvement & Homs parce
qu'elle est la capitale de la révolu-
tion aujourd’hui. » Cette crainte
d'une confrontation tragique inter-
vient alors que 'opposition syrienne
s'efforce de ramener la contestation
surune voie pacifique, comme l'ex-
plique ci-dessous la porte-parole du
CNS Bassma Kodmani, en lan¢ant
une gréve et une campagne de dés-
obéissance civile. ® (avec G.L.C.)

= m ] P
Un pipeline acheminant du pétrole ala raffinerie de Homs
a été bombardé, jeudi 8 décembre. ePA

NOUVEAU RESEAU
TGV RHIN-RHONE.
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Bassma Kodmani, porte-parole duConsell
national syrien (CNS), instance de l'opposition

« La greve contre
la répression »

Nerview

Garance Le Calsne

En quol consiste ka campagne
de désobéissance civile
que vous lancez ?

Elle commence ce dimanche
par un appel & la greve, mais c'est
un mouvement & plus long terme,
L'idée est de démuarrer par les plus
déterminés pour qu'ils puis-
sent entrainer les plus hési-
tants. L'appel & la gréve se
fera par secteur, pour aller
crescendo. D'abord les étu-
diants, les éléves des écoles,
les commergants... Puis, el ce sera
be plus difficile, les fonctionnaires,
1ici & la fin du mois, si le mouve-
ment réussit & rassembler suffi-
samment, on passera a ka désobéis-
sance civile avec le refus de payer
bes impols, les factures, pour para-
lyser bes institutions de I'Etat.

Est-ce une maniére de redonner
du souffle ala révolte ?

11 faut redonner de la force a
ceux qui appellent i Ja résistance
pacifique contre ceux qui sont ten-
tés par les armes. Les défections
de militaires augmentent. llya
maintenant des poches de milita-
risation dans le pays, Nous voulons
y défendre les manifestations pa-
cifiques.

Cette militarisation
est -
Elle représente un risque
énorme, considérable, Le pouvoir
a tout fait pour I'encourager dans
sa stratégie de division. Il espere
s'en sortir en montrant qu'il est le
scul i méme de sauver la Syrie
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d'une guerre civile. Guerre civile
dans laquelle il cherche & la plon-
ger par tous Jes moyens, Les deux
stratégies du pouvoir sont la ré-
pression et les divisions confes-
slonnelles. A Homs, il y & une pe-
tite semaine, Jes forces de sécurité
ont évacué la population de confes-
sion alsouite®. On s'attend & un as-
saut imminent sur la ville, Elle est
encerclée, les moyens de com-
munication sont coupés. Les
comités de coordination
locaux qui ont lancé la cam-
pagne de désobéissance ci-
vile viennent d'ailleurs princi-
palement de la région de Homs.

Le but des gréves n'est-il pas
aussl de toucher la bourgeoisie
qui n'a pas encore basculé ?

Bien sdr. Plus on restera dans
la lutte pacifique, plus on aura de
chances de mobiliser. Les hommes
d'affaires de la bourgeoisie tradi-
tionnelle basculeront s'ils sont suf-
fisamment nombreux et groupés
pour qu'il n'y ait pas de risques de
représailles. Tout est lié. Plus le
mouvement de gréve sera large,
moins le pouvoir pourra s'en pren-
dre aux grévistes. Face a un pou-
voir qui réprime, résister par la
gréve est psychologiquement trés
mobilisateur. Les gens vonl per-
dre leur travail peut-étre, leur com-
merce qui sera incendié, mais ils
ne perdront pas leur vie. Alors
quils se font teer quand ils descen-
dent manifester. Il faut absolument
trouver une autre stratégie que
simplement sortir dans la rue et
prendre des coups. @ Photo - AFP
* Branche da chitsme dont est Issu le clan
U POUVON.
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Syrian strife rlps family apart

RUTH SHERLOCK in
Akkar, Lebanon

AS  MAJOR  Haitham
Emhammed prepared to
return to Syria from his hiding
place in Lebanon and fight for
the overthrow of Plesulent
Bashar al Assad’s regime, his
wife called him |epea!9("v on
his mobile phone.

irs Emhammed, who is
still inside Syria, wasn't call-
ing to urge him to fight for
freedom, or even to beg him
to be careful. amem-
berof the Alawite ethnic group
that makes up Mr Assad’s
‘hard-core of support, was call-
ing her Sunni Muslim hus-
band to lambast the rebel
movement he h: ned. and
bemoan the fact that he had
left his family.

“She calls me every two
hours to tell me how awful it
is that the protesters — the

rists’, are killing the Ala-
wite soldiers,”
Emhammed.

An army defector aged 42,

he has been married to a wife

said Major

of the minority Alawite sect for
15 years. He fell in love with
her instantly when he saw her
on a bus, and wooed her at
some risk to his safety  they
had to marry in secret Jue;
members of her family
outraged when she fell ra
Sunni.

But true love conquered all,
they had two children - a son,
now 14, and a daughter, now

1. Foryears (hey lwe(l happily
in an Alawite
in Homs. Thsn in M«uh, as
the Arab Spring swept across
the region, the Syrian uprising
began in their own town,
which has since suffered more
than any other in the country.

As it took hold, their r
gious differences started to
matter, and soon began to tear
their marriage apart.

Now Major Emhammed
fears that he may never see his
family again, at least not as a
loving husband and father.

“My wife, she loves the army
she loves Bashar al Assad.
She watches the state telev
sion and becomes saddened

by the soldiers and state secu-
rity men being killed every
day,” he said, at a small house
in’ Akkar, near the Syrian
border, ome of a string of small
towns that have become a ref-
uge and gathering point for
mgen like hgimselt. ©

His wife - whose first name
Major Fmhammed declined to

ive for her own protection —
believed what state television
told her, as did her family and
community. The major
although in & privileged pos
tion as an army officer, saw a
different reality each duy in
the streets.

“Every time [ returned home
T explained what was happen-
ing at the checkpoints.

“I said it was a sin that the
Shabeha [regime thugs] Il
protesters. But she doesn’t
understand what the Shabeha
are. She wouldn’t agree with
me, she would become con-
fused and say she is just
against killing,”

“As the violence against pro-
testers escalated, the ma]m
was faced with a choice; fol-
low orders to fire on civilians,
or be killed. So he escaped,

The Salvation Army
CHRISTMAS

APPEAL

defecting to join the Free Syr-
ian Army, an armed insur-
gency seeking to wage war on
the regime. His wite, con-
vinced that the rebels were
terrorists, would not follow.
“Itried to bring my wife and
two children with me to Leba-
non. I said to my wife ‘T am so
sorry, I can't live like this.
Please come with me’. But she
would not come. ‘We are safer
here,’ she told me.” What
began nine months ago as

peaceful mass protests against
the regime, has in Homs
beoome a bloody battle of sec-
arian attacks and reprisals.

“If this continues, in two
months time the whole coun-
try will be in a sectarian war,
Major Emhammed said.

In recent weeks Homs has
been rife with stories of sec-
tarian_killings, with people
from both sects kidnapped
and killed in incidents fright-
eningly reminiscent of the
darkest days in nei{;hbourmg
Traq, their corpses dumped on
the doorsteps of their neigh-
bours. Activists blame  such
violence on the reg

“Regime Shabeha are trying
to incite sectarian hatre
said Abo Rami, an activist
speaking to The Sunday Tele-

mph from Homs after one
such incident. “They kill Sun-
nis and blame it on (he Alaw-
ites. Then they stage repris
als.” Major Emhammed, who

the border a week
ago, described a grim and ter-
rifying city already in the
throes of sectarian civil war.
“In my neighbourhood peo-
ple think T am Alawite because
of my marriage to my wife. As
I collected food for the sol-
diers in a nearby restaurant,
the restaurant owner asked
ck

named a Sunni district. ‘Good.
For God's sake rape their
women and kill them all,” he
replied.” Travelling between
Sunni and Alawite districts in
Homs has become nearly
impossible.

Major Emhammed quickly
became sickened by the
regime violence. “I watched
two people T knew aim their
guns at protesters in the crowd
and kill them. This order wa
Eiven b& an Alawite officer.

ach officer has two Shabeha
with him to watch the soldiers

and report back to the offic
If someone didn’t want to fol-
low the orders, they would
wait until they left to go inside
the city and they would shoot
him from behind.”
Describing the incident that
convinced him the time had
come to leave Major
Emhammed said: “There was
a woman crossing the road
coming towards the check-
point, wearing a hijab.
They didn’t ask
she was going, they just shot
her.

whe

wel

A : not enough,
\habvhn on the checkpoint
then pounded the dead wom-
an’s neck with guns until the
separated the head, whic
they put into a plastic b

Major Emhammed added:
‘The;eu ere protests going on
and she hatl already cromed
two checkpoints. But all she
had been doing was shopping
with her son.

His hope is that large-scale
defections will bring down the
regime.

Every day more former sol-
diers risk the journey across
the border into Lebanon to
join the Free Syrian Army. On
Friday, more than 40 more
protesters were killed in new
violence mn Syria — with some
of the worst in Homs. One
esident reported that “the
earth was shaking” with
explosions and fi
‘Armoured personnel carr
drove through the streets and
opened fire randomly with
heavy machine guns,” he saic

s, ages 10 and 12, were
hit by stray bullets near gov-
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ernment checkpoints in Homs,
according to activists. At least
two other young teenagers
were killed elsewhere, they
said. The UN estimates that at
least 4,000 people have died
in the attempt by the Assad
regime to suppress the pro-

in Homs, commu-
nicating via the internet, said
that they had been warned of
a new amy offensive tomor
row unless they stayed in their
homes.

Last ni
that Assad’s tanks were pi
paring to move into Homs in
torce and called on the world
to “save the Syrian people”.
“France is extremely con-
cerned about information of a
massive military operation
being prepared by Syrian
security authorities against
the city of Homs,” Bernard
Valero, the French Foreign
Ministry spokesman said.

s ajor  Emhammed
spoke, in a darkened room
thick with cigarette smoke,
three new recruits arrived, still
breathless but elated that they
had escaped from Syria.

All of them were armed and
willing to go back as an oppo-
sition army.

Major Emhammed is deter-
mined to continue the strug-
gle and fight - even though he
Enows that continuing down
this path could mean civil war
for the whole country.

And that in tun may mean
losing his family for ever. “T
feel that I have lost them, and
I fear for them, and for this T
cry every day.” he said.

t France umned
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Sydney Sunday Telegraph (Australie / Australia)

Syria wants
honourable

end to crisis

DAMASCUS

communsty to help it ind an *“honour

able exit®™ to the onss ot
notably by stoppeng the flow
mto the countn
ng o the outsade

“We are appea
)

world and our brothers in the Arab

world to help Syma  (prevent  the
channetling (of) weapons™ mnto the
country, foren manstry spokcosman

Jihad Makdsi told a news conference
in Damascus

Speaking in English, he added **We
want the others. all the others. 1o
support the Syrman evolution, not the
ameaed confrontabon i Svyra

“If we all work togcther we can find
an honourable exat to the crses

Mr Makdis comvencd the news

conference 10 denounce Amencan news
nctwork ABC. which last week broad
cast an mlerview with Presadent Bashar
al-Assad

“The network distorted what the
presadent said ™ Mr Makdiss saad

It dediberately deformed the prest
ng vadeos (of

violenoe) to nate™ action aganst Syma

dent’s words by a

the spokesman saad
“*That was a deliberate mstake **
Mr Makdes saad ABC had edited the
mterview Mr Assad gave to veteran

pumakst Barbara Walters and broad-

casl only what ff wanled the world o
hear, leaving out long extracts of what
the presadent saad

wtant thing (was) to show

" Mr Makdes sud

. T.’k
Syrea s evil

“*“The battle » Pt al and we know
that." he added

Mr Makdist stressed that Mr Assad is
*appalled and saddened™ by the deadly
viodence that has shaken Svna for nearly
nine months

“The president has promised
countability.” he added

Mr Makdisi also stressed Mr Assad's
regime gave **no clear instructions to
wse hve ammunition™ aganst pro
democracy  protesters who have held
almost daaly protests since mid-March

Mr Assad denied in the interview
with ABC that he ordered the killing
of protesters in Syna and said that

‘ No government in the
world kills its own people

*only a crazy person’* would target his
oOwWn people
*We don't Kill our people.* he said
“No government in the world Kills its
people, unless it"s led by a crazy person.”
Mr Makdisi said the network plaved
up thes quote as part of a concerted eflort
to give a negative image of Mr Assad
The foreign minstry  spokesman
played part of the interview that was
arred by ABC as well as another segment
of the onginal tape to show that some of
what Mr Assad said had been edited out
Mr Assad in the interview also
disputed UN claims that more than
4000 people have been Killed in Syria in
a security force crackdown on dissent
since mid-March
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Nobel peace panel says
Assad can't evade history

* By GWLADYS FOUCHE

OSLO (Reuters) - Awarding this
year’s Nobel Peace Prize, the head of
the selection panel forecast that Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad would
succumb to a “wind of history”
blowing through the Arab world and
be forced to accept democratic
change.

Presenting the prize in Oslo to
three women who include a Yemeni
activist whose Arab Spring protests
helped undermine her country’s vet-
eran leader, Thorbjoern Jagland said:
“No dictator can in the long run find
shelter from this wind of history.

“It was this wind which led people
to crawl up onto the Berlin Wall and
tear it down. It is the wind that is
now blowing in the Arab world.”

Referring to 2011 Nobel laureate
Tawakul Karman'’s efforts to unscat
Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, and the bloody uprising in
Syria, the head of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee said: “Not even
President Saleh was able, and Presi-
dent Assad in Syria will not be able,
to resist the people’s demand for
freedom and human rights.”

Suggesting Assad should want to
be “on the right side of history,”
Jagland added: “The leaders in

Yemen and Syria who murder their
people to retain their own power
should take note of the following:
Mankind’s fight for freedom and
human rights never stops.”

Karman was in the Norwegian cap-
ital to share the prize with two Liber-
ian women, newly reelected presi-
dent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and rights
activist Leymah Gbowee.

The prize citation honors “their
nonviolent struggle for the safety of
women and for women’s rights to
full participation in peace-building
work.”

Jagland said women’s rights must
be a key focus in the aftermath of
change in North Africa and the Mid-
dle East, where Islamists have taken
advantage of freer elections this
year.

“The promising Arab Spring will
become a new winter if women are
again left out,” said Jagland, a for-
mer Norwegian prime minister.
“Islam must be part of the solution.

“Only then will there be democra-
cy and peace developments in this
part of the world.”

The laureates, receiving the prize
on the 115th anniversary of the
death of benefactor Alfred Nobel,
will share an award worth $1.5 mil-
lion.
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Arab League to meet
this week on Syria

CAIRO (Reuters) — Arab League for-
eign ministers will meet in Cairo at
the end of the week to discuss a
response to Syria’s conditional
acceptance of an Arab peace plan,
Egypt’s MENA news agency quoted a
League official as saying on Saturday.

Syria faces sanctions from Arab
nations in response to its violent
crackdown on protests against Presi-
dent Bashar Assad.

The Arab League has repeatedly
extended deadlines for Syria to agree
to a plan that would see Arab moni-
tors oversee its withdrawal of troops
from towns. The latest expired on
December 4.

Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-
Moualem wrote to the League saying
Damascus was prepared to sign an
agreement that would allow League
monitors into Syria, but only if cer-
tain conditions were met, MENA
quoted the unnamed official as say-
ing.

MENA quoted Arab League Secre-
tary General Nabil Elaraby as saying
the foreign ministers would have to
agree before responding to
Moualem’s letter.

“We have once again called on
Syria to sign the monitors agree-
ment,” MENA quoted the official as

saying.
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West concerned Syrian forces
planning to storm rebel city

France joins US, Britain
in raising alarm * Syria
denies crackdown, cites
Russia, China support

* By DU AS MAMIE PON
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‘The unlikely victims of the Arab Spring?

Syria, Hezbollah and Iran all stand to lose from regional upheavals
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By Dlocked the move. Yot Barcly o your ago
Pheodlahy brought abosst the Gl of the
S'ad Haekrh government over that very
e Toskay Nanrallah had o wwalkow the
Batmer il

Heabollah, with it sens of thousands of
iy, neverthiclen remain a very real
threat 1o hrael < o boog as aemaments keep
fowing In fom Syl Showld that flow
come 10 2 sudden halt Sodlowing 2 change
of regime, it wosdd be & oo moral Mow
S the ceganiation, which finds il
Incremingly bolated inside Letunon. We
are ot there yet,

Whiat is chear Is that lan slfered 2 wri-
oun setbuack I ity avoswad policy of expon-
g s brand of Shia Blam  revolation
throughout the Middle Eat. Should Syria
fall, bean's beidgehead in the seglon will tall
o well, annd with It the network of finance
and aomament keeping Hezbollah afioat.
A for the new Sunmd regimes bom of the
popular wpenings, they might not be oo
keen on collaborasing with a fanatic Shia
regime  striving 0 acquize  nuchear
W ons.

There is anothwer combderatde unknown:
the oppeosition in lran, Wl the winds of
changes blowing in e raglon spar it nto
senewed activity? This must be the ques
ton the ayarollabs are wresthing with

oy

The writer, o felkow of The frvossbon Conter
for Pdc Aftains, is o fommer anintssabor b
Kowwwarrka, EQp¢ omd S
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

World urged to
save Syrians

FEARS OF MAJOR ASSAULT ON HOMS RISE
AS MORE THAN 50 ARE KILLED IN 24 HOURS

Gull News Repewt

Dubsl France called on world
powers 1o “save the Syr
lan people” yesterday as it
joined the US and Britain in
raising an alarm that Pres
dent Bashar Al Assad's for
s may be about 1o storm the
rebel stronghold of Homs

In Damascus, the gov-
ernment denied any crack-
down, while accusing its op-
ponents of taking up arms
and warning the rebels
supporters in the West that
Svria could count on Russia,
China and others to oppose
any foregn intervention in
its affairs,

“France is extremely con-
cemned about information of
a massive military operation
being prepared by Syrian
secunity authorities against
the city of Homs.” French
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Bernard Valero said,
echoing concerns raised in
Washington, London and
neighbouring Turkey.

As international pressure
mounted on Svria to allow
monitors into the country
security forces fired on
protesters killing ar least
50 people during the past
24 hours.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said a
least 41 civilians, including
seven children, were shot
dead by Syrian securicy forc-
es in the capital Damascus
and the restive central city
of Homs on Friday, whik K4

e
ARAB REVOLT

WEST URGED
TO DO MORE

O of the there women sharing
the Nobel Peace Prie yerterday
e dunted the et onal
commuaty b wot bacung
reveiton o her utive Yemen
nd sd Anad despots who tum
2gaet Ther own pecple thodd
A eCewe Aty

Accepting the 2011 award,
Yemen actwest Tpwahud Karman
called on Bhe wesem world to
1apport the revolations that
Swapt eoagh D Arad world
thes year and heep fath with
democatc change that was both
éfficat and mevitable.

“The democitx world,
which has told o= 2 lot about
the virtors of demecracy ind
ood gowernance, shauld not be
ndferet 10 ekt 5 hagpenng
Yemen and Syria” said Tawakud.

~ Reuters

civiliams were killed vester-
day.

Activists called for a cam-
pagen of cvil dsobedience
from today, the first day of
the working week in Syria,
with sit-ins ot work, the clo-
sure of shops, universitics
and Later 2 peneral strike.

The UN Security Council
agreed on Friday to France's
request for a briefing on
Syria’s crackdown on civil-
an rights from the UN ha-

man rights chief, overcom-
Ing resistance from Russia,
China and Brazil, Western
CINVOAS sl

Russian UN Ambassador
Vitaly Churkin, preskdent
of the Security Councll this
month, sald Navi Pillay’s
closed-door briefing would
probably take place tomor-
row. He dismissed sugges-
tions from Western envoys
that Russia had opposed
the briefing, although he
acknowledged Moscow and
others had reservations,

Meanwhile, Arab League
foreign ministers will meet
in Cairo at the end of this
week to discuss the situation
in Syria, Egypt's Mena news
agency quoted a League of-
ficial as saying yesterday.

The ministers will discuss
their response to Damascus’
conditional agreement to
allow League monitors into
Syria.

Wind of history

In Oslo, the head of the
Nobel Peace Prize selec-
tion panel said yesterday Al
Assad would succumb to a
“wind of history” blowing
through the Arab world and
be forced to accept demo-
cratic change. Awarding
this year's prizes in Oslo to
three women who include
a2 Yemeni activist whose
Arab spring protests helped
undermine her country’s
veteran leader, Thorbjoern
Jagland said.

Seealso Page 15
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World pressure mounts for
monitors as death toll rises

AL ASSAD REFUSES ENTRY TO HUMAN RIGHTS INVESTIGATORS

Camxson (AFI) Workd pow-
wrs piked pressure on Sy o
allow olearrvers 1o momtor
spindling deadly viokno as
activists condemned rights
violatioms on yestendn's ar
piversaey of Ipternational
Human Rghts Day.

Activists said 41 chvil
tans were kilked on Fraday
in flashpoant cithes aoposs
Syria ax the opposition
warned the repimne Was
planning a ‘massacre” in
the protest hub of Homs,
where another nine civil-
sns were killod yestorday,

“The world celebrares
human rights as human
rights are belng violated in
Syria” the opposstion Syr-
an Rovakation 2041 sid an
a message posted on its Fa
cebook page.

UN Human Righes Com-
missdoner Navi Pillay has
saaid ar legst 4000 peaple
bave boen killed in & nn
crnment ¢rackdown on
dissent in Svria since the
anti-pegime protest move-
mend started in March

Pillay s to brief the UN
Security Council about
Syria and the wider Middle
East at 2 meeting tomor-
row — her second address
to the world body since
Angust when the sumber
of dead was estimated o
mere than 2000
Resisting

*Now it is msore than
1,000, Lives could hane been
chaoged if action hasd been
aken soones. It ks not for
o o Setermine whae Kind
of action, it Is sor the Secu-
ity Council,” she todd o UN
e conforence on Frakin

Svrian President Bashar
Al Assad has refused to ket
imvestigatoes from two UN
baman rights imguinies en-
ter Syria, and his reginwe
resisting Arab Leagoe calk
for mookeors despite being
bt by crippling sasctions

As the dearh toll mounind
Hritadn andthe United Scanes
\‘\"h\\n’ fresh concerns,
and Washington urged Syrka

UPDATE

Pall of gloom

A pal of smoke hongs over part of the ¢ty of Homs on Thursdop Secwity forces
fired 00 0N/ -QOrEMMENt deMANSIration s ocross the country on Friday

POLLS ON COURSE DESPITE VIOLENCE

Tanks fise an dties and peaple 2 Kbad 0a 2 caly
baws s S, bat this will nct vz mavoipel
ehectons lram biag held & the cosstry.

The poverwrast b even called bor abigh umos
in mandipel decans e, dispite the violew
urvest raging 200es e coavyy which has beft o
than 4,000 peaple billed yroe protevten caling for
the cunter of Al Asaad 5ok to the wreet sre mortin

The &1 8aath sewipaner, mouthpiece of the niing
party of the saree name, which has been n power
since PED, publishwd & froet- puge editarial calleg
on Syelan peaple Lo particioute i the electiani.

"Deterber 1215 an ivgectant reamerd” i1 s34, "
otizens must e part In the reamicipal sbections aa ¢
vote ot the ranchdsten they comsider bext capuble of
defend mg the puidic imerest” wicke Al Baath

g, acoonding 1o Unided Natices ot raales.

“Wha & going 10 woRe I thise dlections?
Undoubtechy the segime’s followers, and nat the
free people of Syriy, 53 & wllbe a5 Fthe segire It

nationy snity”

repasting il it bused in Labasas wid.

to albow independent moni-
ors 1o Dy comarf re

Damascus, which blames
‘armad terrorist gangs’ tor
the violence, meanwhile
appealed to the imterna-
ional community tohelp it
find an ‘honourable exit’ to
the crisis and stem the flow
of weapons Into Syria,

*We are appealing 1o
the outside workd and osr
beothers im the Arab worlkd
to help Svria [prevent the)

channelling lof | weapons
inte the couptry, forven
munistry spokesman Jihad
Makdisi said on Friday,
speaking In English,

*If we all work topether
W Cam fid an In
exi 1o the crises”

Restive Homs

The Syrian Observatory
for Heman Rights sad a1
least 41 civilians, incled
ing seven children, were

State tebeviion raewh e wis aring 1uboedl
S00gs anduging peade to bura aut at pols 18 Show
that “Syria remains 3 fortress of resistanoe and

- VA

shot dead by Syrian =eco-
nty forces in the capital
Pamascus and the restive
central city of Homs on
Friday

Thirteen people were
killed in the Homs region
five in the pestive city of
Hama 18 around Damas-
cus, two in Daroa, cradie
of the protest msovement
A threw 30 Che northwess-
ern proviece of b the
watchdog said.
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France fears for the Syrian masses

But Bric nations rule out intervention

Syria’s opposition and US are also worried
that the regime will attack the city of Homs

Douglas Hamilton

BEIRUT // France called on world
powersyesterday to “save the Syrian
people” asitjoined the United States
and Britain in raising an alarm that
president Bashar Al Assad’s forces
may be about to storm the opposi-
tion stronghold of Homs.

In Damascus, the government de-
nied any crackdown, while accus-
ingitsopponents of taking uparms
and warning the rebels’ supporters
in the West that Syria could count
on Russia, China and others to op-
pose any foreign intervention.

Arab League foreign ministers will
meetin Cairo at the end of this week
to discuss a response to Syria’s con-
ditional acceptance of a peace plan,
Egypt’s Mena news agency quoted
aleague official as saying yesterday.
Syria faces sanctions from Arab na-
tions, while the league has rep
edly extended deadlines for Syria to
agree to a plan that would see Arab
monitors oversee the withdrawal
oftroops from towns. The latest ex-
pired on Tuesday.

In Homs, an activist said there
was no clear sign of a troop build-
up other campaigners had re-
ported around the city on Friday.
Opposition groups have called for
businesses and labour not to work
today, the first day of the working
week in Syria, in what they have
called a “Strike for Dignity”.

“France is extremely concerned
about information of a massive
military operation being prepared
by Syrian security authorities
against the city of Homs,” said the

French foreign ministry spokes-
man Bernard Valero, echoing con-
cerns raised in Washington, Lon-
donand Turkey.

“France warns the Syrian govern-
ment and will hold the Syrian au-
thorities responsible for any action
against the population.

“The entire international commu-
nity must mobilise itself to save the
Syrian people,” Mr Valero added.

On Friday, a US state department
spokeswoman said: “It is extreme-
ly concerning that in places like
Homs we have huge number of re-
ports that theyare preparing some-
thing large-scale.

“They are not going to be able to
hide who’s responsible if thereis a
major assault on the weekend.”

Syria rejected that characterisa-
tion ofevents: “There s no policy of
crackdown,” said the foreign min-
istry spokesman Jihad Makdesi.
“The Syrian forces are there to pro-
tect civilians and maintain law and
order that is breached by thosewho
are carrying arms against the State.

Separately, the official Syrian news
agency Sana said the so-called Brics
group of developing economic pow-
ers - Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa - “reiterated its ab-
solute rejection to any interference
in Syrian affairs”.

It cited a message from Russia’s
UN ambassador Vitaly Churkin to
the UN Security Council, which has
been the forum for sharp divisions
over Syria between the western
powers on the one hand and Russia
and China on the other.

Such differences, and Syria’s piv-

\

! — -
Pro-regime demonstrators hold a rally in support of President Bashar Al Assad in Damascus on Friday amid growing
d the USthatthe g il it

concern from Fi

otal position at the heart of a web
of regional conflicts, mean few see
much possibility for the kind of ac-
tion seen this yearin Libya.

Turkey warned Syria on Friday
it would act to protect itself if the
crushing of protest threatened re-
gional security and unleashed a
tide of refugees on its borders.

The opposition Syrian National
Council said in a statement about
Homs on Friday: “News reports,
videos and information from activ-
ists indicate that the regime is pre-
paring to commita massacre in the

city to extinguish the flame of the
revolution and ‘discipline’ the rest
of Syria’s cities.”

However, some activists ques-
tioned whether the SNC statement
was intended principally to galva-
nise international action.

One campaigner in Homs saw lit-
tle sign of an imminent offensive
yesterday: “Ihave been hearing this
since yesterday. I did a tour around
the city and I did not see anything
unusual.

“It’s the same checkpoints and
the same number of soldiers.”

Réseau Voltaire / Voltaire Network

Homs. Bassem Tellawi / AP Photo

Atleast 24 Syrians were shot dead
as protesters took to the streets fol-
lowing Friday prayers, according
to a network of anti-government
activists reporting events to a web-
site based in Britain. Other activist
sources put the toll as high as 37
dead.

At least 10 were killed in Homs,
where Arab television showed dem-
onstrators chanting “Bashar is an
enemy of humanity.”

¥ Reuters
> Shadi Ghanim'’s cartoon, a18



Dimanche 11 décembre 2011 / Sunday December 11, 2011 12

Today’s Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

ESCALATING TROUBLE
IN THE MIDDLE EAST
AND TURKEY'S ROLE
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