L'argument de I'urgence morale
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e Deux allégations ont été développés par les organes de communication
atlantistes. :

- 1. Le rapport oral de la Haut-commissaire des Droits de 'homme au Conseil de
sécurité validait 'accusation selon laquelle la répression aurait fait plus de 5 000
morts en Syrie en neuf mois. Pis, cette répression s’accélérerait, puisque I'on
compterait 1 000 morts au cours des dix derniers jours. Il y aurait donc urgence
a intervenir militairement pour protéger la population.

- 2. Ll’intervention de I'ambassadeur de France a l'issue du rapport de la Haut-
commissaire était concue comme une mise en accusation de la Russie et de la
Chine qui seraient complices, et a ce titre responsables, d'un massacre en cours.

La pluie de récompenses accordées aux opposants syriens fait partie intégrante
de cette campagne. Elle leur donne une apparence de légitimité et fait oublier
leur islamisme. La remise du Prix Sakharov par le Parlement européen a cinq
leaders du « printemps arabe » dont une jeune syrienne s’ajoute a la liste des
prix remis par divers think tanks et fondations, dont la Fondation Nobel.

* Cette rhétorique a deux objectifs :

- 1. Dissuader la Russie et la Chine de faire a nouveau usage de leur veto lors du
vote d’une résolution autorisant le recours a la force.

- 2. Masquer la responsabilité des Atlantistes dans les massacres en cours. A
contrario, le ministre russe des Affaires étrangeres a qualifié d’« immoral » le
refus des Atlantistes de rappeler leurs chiens de guerre.

e Parmi les nouveaux themes de propagande émerge I'imputation selon laquelle
la Syrie réprimerait ses artistes. De son coté, Newsweek évoque une armée
d’enfants qui se dresserait contre le régime. Ce bobard permet d’expliquer
pourquoi le « régime » tue des enfants. Surtout, il valide le bien-fondé de la cause
(« la vérité sort de la bouche des enfants »., alors méme que cette imputation, si
elle était vraie, constituerait une glorification des enfants-soldats. (voir photo p.
28).

e Dans le Washington Times, Arnaud de Borchegrave s’inquiete de la doctrine
Obama-Clinton de soutien a la démocratie dans le monde arabe. Cette politique
ouvre la voie a I’élection de personnalités anti-américaines ou anti-israéliennes.

 La presse du Golfe, quand a elle, reprend une déclaration du roi de Bahrein au
Daily Telegraph d’hier (lire le texte p.30). Il y affirme qu'’il n’y a pas de révolution
dans son royaume, mais des troubles fomentés par I'lran et la Syrie. Le
renversement de Bachar el-Assad devient donc une nécessité pour que les
Bahreinis puissent vivre en paix.
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e Two claims were developed by the organs of atlanticist communication

- 1. The oral report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Security
Council validated the accusation that the repression would have perovoque more
than 5000 deaths in Syria in nine months. Worse, this repression would
accelerate, since there were 1000 deaths over the last ten days. It would be
therefore wurgent to intervene militarily to protect the population.
- 2. The intervention of the ambassador of France at the end of the report of the
High Commissioner was intended as an indictment of Russia and China that are
responsible for a massacre in progress .

The number of awards given to Syrian opposition is an integral part of this
campaign. It gives them an appearance of legitimacy and help to forget their
Islamism. The Sakharov Prize granted by the European Parliament to five leaders
of the "Arab spring"”, including a young Syrian, added to the list of the prizes
awarded by various think tanks and foundations, including the Nobel
Foundation.

e This rhetoric has two objectives:

- 1. Deter Russia and China to re-use their veto in the voting of a resolution
authorizing the use of force.

- 2. Hide the responsibility of NATO during the massacres. In contrast, the
Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs has described as "immoral” the refusal of the
Atlanticists to recall their dogs of war.

e Among the new propaganda themes emerged the imputation that Syria repress
its artists. For its part, Newsweek shows an army of children who would stand
against the regime. This canard helps explain why the "regime" kills children.
Most importantly, it validates the merits of the case ("the truth out of the mouths
of babes." Even though this imputation, if true, it would constitute a glorification
of child soldiers. (See photo p. 28) .

e In the Washington Times, Arnaud de Borchegrave concerned about the Obama-
Clinton doctrine of support for democracy in the Arab world. This policy paves
the way for the election of personalities anti-American or anti-Israel.

e The press of the Gulf, for its part, took a statement from the King of Bahrain in
yesterday's Daily Telegraph (read the text p.30). He says that there is no
revolution in his kingdom, but unrest fomented by Iran and Syria. The overthrow
of Bashar al-Assad becomes a necessity so that Bahrainis can live in peace.
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La Croix (France)

Clandestine en Syrie,

elle se bat

pour la démocratie

Razan Zaitouneh
Mvocate et opposante syriewe

) Le Parlement curopéen
décerne aujourd hui le prix
Sakharov 2011 pour ka liberté
de pensée 3 Razan Zaitounch.
§ Gngfigures du « Printemps
arabe », son com patriote

le caricaturiste Ali Farzat,
I'Egy ptienne Asmaa Mahfouz,
les Libyens Ahmed Al Zubair
et Ahmed AlSanusi, et,

2 titre posthume, le Tunisien
Mohamed Bouarizi

sont aussi vécom pensés.

De sy cachette, d'oit elle ne sart
qu'au crépuscule pour quelques
furtives courses auvillage le phus
pmcb:.knmmaam
den-pulhean quanoudela
Crotx, adres sées par courriel depuis
Beyrouth. Fa-

Le combat pour ks bbertése
am.ebkn:t‘:ns lmtslapv;T‘h
du pays. Une lutte qui, selon elle,
« @ majoritairement conservé son
arractére padfique ». RaranZai-
tounch reconnait toutelais « kerole
important » que joue 'Armée sy-
rienne libre, dont elle veut craire

qu'ellese contente « de protéger les

h.ll! fmﬂneh&-
ﬂu‘elsdmmdel’cppodm
mais dit bes « comprendre aprés au-
tant dannées de répression ». Elle
estme cependant que celle-d com-
ENCE «d ére misux organisée sous
legide du Conseil national syrien »,
dont elle est membre.

Connectéea Internet, Razanre-
cueille des informations sur la si-
tuation dans lepz;uulm:l'qi
nion publique mondiale. En bveur
des sanctions internationales « qui
contribuent & affaiblir le régime »,
elle estime que

mn:beoppmnt:
aurégime de Da

La chute du régime, w

acl @ ent

mlgeleﬁnune un espoir mals pas étre menées dans ce
des premitres, en une fin en sol. sons. Combinées a
mars dernier, 3 o (Cest seulement la poursuite quoti-
parficper aux ma- dienne des mani-
nifestations pour UNE premiére Jestutiorn, elles de-
hlbenéctas'x étape », dit-elle. vraient mener a la
primer publique- chute du régime

mentsur bes crimes commis par les
forces de séaurité 3 Deraa, dans le

Uneauhceqnh:vandn lac-
an&mdel'eunagmuhwlde
de I'étranger. Le 30 avril 2011, au
ndede'am
Issawcumes-ynem tentent
del'arréter. Elle leur échappede
justesse et, depuis, vit cachée
q.ldt: partenSyrie. Madssonman
ctle rérede oesi’x:-d sont an'd&
Hs resteront trois mais en
durant lesquelsil est probab qu'xk
aient ét6 torturés.

Leverbe concismads efficace, dle
dits'atre accommodée de cette
existence cdandestine, o « essyer
devivrenormalement, sans s mettre
o danger ». Cofondatrice en 2011,
mcle]mne Haytham Al Maleh
delAssodationsyrienned es droits
de 'homme, elle d édend la couse
des prisonniers d'opiniond étenus
en Syrie.

sans qu il sait nécessyire derecowrir
a wne intervention militaire », écrit-
elle.

La chute du régime, un espoir
mais pas une fin ensai. « Clest seu-
lemont wne premiére éape », dit-elle,
comsciente du cbaunqnnstea

nppuﬂrdmdam
m;nlam. M nous faudra recons-
truire ce que le régimea détruit du-
mm:au::dmalm Ce ne sera
pas fadle, mais c'est la seule voie
pour faire de la Syrieun pays démo-
caligue. »

Ensonabsence, le prix Sakdharov
2011 sera remis a son compatriote
RadwanZiad ch, en exil 2 Washing -
ton. Un prix qu'elled édie dans un
message d'espair 3 un arphelin de
6 mais, Ghiath Matar, fils du jeune
militant pacifiste duméme nom,
torturéa mort enseptembre dernier

parses bourreaux syriens.
ULIEN COUTURER (3 Bayroth]
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Libération (France)

L'ONU «moralement
responsable» en Syrie

La France a dénonceé I’inaction du Conseil de sécurité des Nations
unies lundi soir, apres plusieurs mois de blocage de 1a Chine et de
la Russie et ’annonce d’un bilan s’élevant au moins a 5000 morts.

ParMARCSEMO

& 5L des mocs és Jourds, rarement
uilisés devan Je Consed de séourtre.
Lundl sair, la haut- commissalee des
droles de | hooome des Natioas undes,
1a Sud- Africatne Navi Fillay, dressalc un ca-
biea 2ocablant des crimes commis depuls
hulr mols par Je régime de Bachar al- Assad,
avecpilus de5000 mars, desviols, des meLx-
tres, des actes de wrmre, des extouckas
sommalres, des assassinacs d'entants. Fea
apets, l'ambhassadeur de Franoe 3 10NU, G&-
rard Arand, prend 1a parole, aocusant La phas
haure nsanoe des Karioas undes d'2me ao-

rakwent respomsabl de o qud s¢ passe

Sconoiques chides, visan les dirigmancs du
régime, quise soac durcies au Al des mols. A
som courr, la Ligue anabe 2 adopee le 77 no-
vermbes 2u Caire des sancrioas Scoaomiques,
fait sans comtre un de ses Ears
membees. Seuls ke ¥men, leLban etl' Iak

- qui 5" est absoenm - ont refosé. L2
mlmmw
e la Syrie, s'y est mise &galement, pourien-
dant aver aucmt de véhAmence que Paris les
acrocits A . Ces mesures commen-
cent 3 avolr keurs etfecs (3w o -contm).

s b e Bachar d-bs- anjount had an Syries . mar i gt dlaralem » - sedoq Jes mots d'un
s, ntanaedt dasala Sposamibi uE Rous oeentudnontor  diplomare- Jes Européens sons peu ou prou
province d kb, sord- comsed] dpuls ou muobes daw amse, Martde e unanimes, et la Faance joue un pile moteur.
Cnseal, e la T diplomate qui, avans de siéger 2 Ay Ge devenk une citie, comme
i Onze eliea New York, avah nonmment % en  RECIT  1'2 monoe I'amaque veadred! 3 TyT,
ot dbb vicmas cle Ses bors charge des négoctarions S.x ke muckake dans le suxd Aa Libam, coacre des Cas-
e masifestalion o six iranien . Coann et appeéclé pour son franc-  qoes bieus francals de1a Fioul. « Noas avons
acdres oot b abathoes d parier, cepolyrechniclen et énarque insiste:  de dommes xukows Ao PURSET que Cof GiSouiat
dea RPN « Bestscomving queir Osef], dufoitdeTop-  Went de Syrirs, 2 aftinms ainsi e miniscre
1Desddsertonrsde pastionde cexiotes menibes of dufoitde Miuflf-  frangals des Affalees égangtres, Alxin Juppé,
Farnnbe ool bob dass colte Jmmoe des cudwes, w'ak pos pu o poar oo qui, TOUT £N FECONMAISIANT De Pas avolr de
ok ek M- W pressba sur koS DTS TR preuves, amis en cause ke Heebalah, « Jetiras
br 03 dea b e de ot armis du , au Litban.
loes e ambuscade en MUET La Russie etla Chine memacencenef-  Facedl'urgence e} la dégradacion de lasi-
rap sbasilea fet 3 chaque fols de metre Jeur vem, blo-  warion humaniuire, noRmmment dans les
»Usne o ou Bou quant un projec de résoturion, commece for - vilies phares de 1a révolte telles Homs ou
dasas o mait do hndi b lecas ko4 oombre. Maks e patroa dela dip-  Hama, Farls avals évoqué U y 2 un mais I
macdi s L e usse, SeTguELLav 0w, 3 Jugé edmemo-  mise en pilace de possibles eooulbins Ao -
e Homs (contre). Codt o rdiew 12 mise en cause francaise. D'impar-  sodress, mals cela peste pour e momentune
e icderd vaaed tanTs pays tmergears, teisl'Inde, leBrésil et stmpie hypochise, car, 3 maks d'avolr 'aval
nfratnactions dache- I'Afriqoe dn Sud, membess noa permanenss,  du régime, cela tmpliqueals de recourdr,
minaenand of by choc b calnent aussi Jes pleds devant warce quilax  d'une mandre ou d'une Jume, 3 Une protec-
clogrin mars pank dweune forme d'ingérence ocoiden-  tioa milnire ex doac 3 un tmpoasthie tuvert
fale. Ex font hioc econtreces Biats mendons  de I'ONU. LaSyrie n'est pas la Libye, d'auxant
du Oomsatl quul venslemt cidemdr um Qe le peAcident libyen inche Moscou ec Pe-
«Nos partenaires deTdgine au mom dr b protection deschdlss,  Xin, mats zusst Brastita ou New Deihl, 2 ver-
[-..] ne veulent sl Jes mots empioyes enocotre parl'am-  Toulller encore piks Jeurs postrions. Une in-
bassadeur indtien. Jedétardelacrise  tervendon miliie 3 caractire humantaiee
pas e Syrie, le Coasell est resté muer, éane exchue, les Buropéens, Parks en thee, mi-
les viokences condamnacion verbale durant Téd, aprisles  sent sur des cobsorwtewrs hamoniisies.,
des groupes armés amagues 3 Damas des amba ssades tancalse pmpomondeulgumb:qawm
extrémistes contre etaméricaine. ol'teactin dela conmnomsd 2 Damas. Mals cela pecx paral-
Tp— tntrnationateva exhanti les Gatorisés syrim - mm alors que 1a Syrie semblepeny
. kegales mess, 2 prévenn Navi Pillay. dansla civlle, encreune-
[de Syrie].» Face 3 cehilocage causien, \l ne rese que des — gime aux abols €1 une oppasiion tente de
de comoarnement pour faire pres- s en plus par 1a e armée pour répoadoe
chef sion sur Damas. L'Undon earopéenne ec les 2 1a répeession . Dot oes efforos pour rener
e s diplomutie nease Exars-Unils ant incé des mainsdesancoioas  de falre bouger les lignes 3 I'ONU. -
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Le pouvoir peine a
encaisser les sanctions

€3 alignements de hidoas en plascique
ou de bonboanes de gax aux pleds des
peeres de famille falsanr la goene devant
Jes potnns de distrbadon de carburancs dios-
rent Je quockilen des locallds syriennes oes
demibres sematnes. Falre taoe i 1a péaurie de
maxout pour lechaaffage etde gax de oul-
sine, sans parder de 1'essence pour les véhi-

petrolier.
Les mesures prises depals sepeembee, p-r
1'Union europ éerme (UE) notamment
privé la Syrie des marchés g abubueu
90% de ses expoctations de beur, mals auss
Ges procuhs raffings par Jes géancs du pécrole
qal viennent d'arréeer Jeurs acdvhés dans ke
Pays. La arise des carbarants est dnpure par
Je pégime syrienaux sancions atnsl gu'aux
abandss armdes» de rafiquancs qui déour-
negalent des camions-cleernes. Ele résuloe
aussid'une dansTachemd-
Dement des produtrs do Gir des pechilmes de
sécurke insi gue d'une simarion de panique
dans Jes services de I'Enr.
oot saxf

L corbasnt poarmit g
o s chars. Les messources di pays sont mo-
Nilsdes of tout dot 8w ana-

sicion qui denth garder I'anony-
mmar. Or, [a Syriea encore des -
serves, comune le proclament
avecamoganoce, mals i joste -
1re, 5es peinctpaux respansatiles
face ux annonces de sancdons.
Ele peur sur ses allits kanien, russe
et mime chinals et indjen. Toarefols, la
hatsse considérable ces derniers mols des re-
venus des exporanions, des douanes et des
TIxes va s aggraver, peivant ke pays des devi-
=63 qui ComImencenT 3 manguer crusllemers

Tandis que le dollar (0,78 eurn) s‘ecnqe
aujourd’hol 3 60 livres syrieanes - con-
re 20 avans ke soulisement -, Jes buregox de
change dans Jes prindpales villes du pays
soar devenus des lleux dangeeeux, penquisi-
tionnés par les foroes de sécurké pour tmes-
dire aux cloyens de comvertir Jeurs Scono-
mies en devises.

Revesws. Le régime de Bachar al-Assad
n'est pas le plos affeceépar les sancdons éco-
nomicques 343 appliqudes, et surmout celles
Gécidees rdcemument par la Liguearabe et
Turquie. Qualfides de odiclontin dr guanes
par Je ministre des Atfatres frangioes, Walid
Moallem, Les mesures ambes seront péexami-
Dées samedi parune nouw dle rtundon de =
Ligue e saspendues u cas ob ke régime ac-
cepoeralr les observaceurs sox Je rerradn. Lag-

8T des expoctatons SyTiennes vers ks pays

dmw:.unnJﬂdemwl
serunt peivés de revenuas. En oure, les oans-
fervs queffecuent des denx millons d'expa-
riés cans Jes pays du Golfe

tent des complémencs de revenus
indispensahiles poar leurs families renfes au
Pays. «fi s vhement s bancotes sont gffective-

et dnter dits, et sumiout o ks ol relant Da-
O G DS SoRt S -
pendus, ¢z bvquen | 'arriwie des woyagnrs
tumspariaet oos fonds en Bquide. La stuntion
dr domuonp de Fons o tomdies, explique
Técoaamisce cied plus haur. Les gens envoa-
droas-iis Gavancge aux pays qui oas pris ces
sancoions ou au ragime qul les 2 suscicées,
nonamment gaand {l 3 refusé ' inddative
anbe exigeant |'arttt de L2 répression? La 8-
wulte soclale pourrale grossir kes angs dela
peocestation paliticque. o Powr lemoment, c'ast
mertoutbe chaos quil g tie avecune haussr &
I conter bamde, des tafics, dela otwdectist ot
& Tinsdourid », DoTe 1' Scomomisce.

Déglts. L efize des sancrions sur Jes milienx
d'aftalres, doas le soutien au régime Lol esc
viml ot que thnancieement
et soclalement, risque d'acoiérer les choses.
Les partenalees Jes plus 1iés qux aftalcistes
A1 clan Al-Assad - noamment 3 Raml
Makhlouf, cousin germain de Bachar al- As-
5ad - visés nominalement par 1'VE catvu
Jeurs compres bloqués en Europe et aux
Emacs-Unls, pays qui Jeur sont ineerdics, Os
n'carpios kes moyens de conribuoer 3 1a pé-
peession, comme 15 ke tadsalent paryant Jes re-
Aourables chadiha, ces milicens qul stent
1 cecrenr parmd les manifestants.

«Le carburant pourrait mancuer pour
tout, sauf pour les chars. Les ressources
du pays sont mobilisées pour la répression
et tout doit étre analysé en fonction

de la lutte du régime pour sa survie»

Ul dcomemiste syrien soubaliant maler anceyme

I¥auires hammes d' aftaires lear
dbsnnce. «Le batooy prnd 7oy de toue's
parts, aftinoe un encrepreneur 3 Damas. A
Pt avons -nous codnmid s dedches dbs oo -
tions auopiour's of andrialnes que & e
rtou gfporyont des mur thas axbes » Laméc
s Bchanges avec I Tunquie va engainer des
conskiérables pour Jes encrepeeneurs
u nocd du pays, en parioalier de 1a régioa
d'Alep, qui avadens lmvestd en Turquie dans
des usines d'habillement, de mobliler cu
aumes de DonsUmMImALon OouranTe.
Tour est bloqué par la suspension de 1'acooed
@e litre- échange enme Jes deux pays. Nom-
bee de ces surut dans Jes vi-
s Insurgtes dont Homs, Hama ou 3, soat
@3 passés du o e des peotesta cires gu'lls
aident financirement, seion Jes comicds de
cooedinacion de 1a réwvalurion.
L émngiement éccaomique Qi régime sy-
ien, objeccifvisé par Jes sancrions, passera
per une dérioradon des condldons
devie dela popalation. Si la gréve entamée
dmanche i 1'appel du mouvemens de
uckoa venalt 3 s'écendre, dle acorolrale la
weasion policique et sociale. Cecte pression
ncrieure acorue, 5 2joamnt) B comesadon
sur le errain eca | solement

diplomadque,
e pex 2e gérie durabiement par le sgime.

cbserve 1'8conomiste qui parie sur «um
vt et tnat Seuty, um hesaxd quid pewt toat
i sy

HALA KODMAN

Voltairenet.org
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Le Monde (France)

Plus de 5000 morts
en Syrie, selon
les Nations unies

La haute-commissaire de 'ONU aux droits
de 'homme presse le Conseil de sécurité d'agir

New York(Nations unles)
Comrespondante

e bilan de la répression san-

glante en Syrie « depasse pro-

bablement les 5000mortss,
a fait savoir la haute-commissaire
de 'ONU aux droits de 'homme
Navi Pillay. au Conseil de sacurité
lundiiz décembre lors d uneséan-
ceahuis dosorganisée alademan-
dedela France. Cebilan comprand
3o0enfants dont 56 pour le seul
mois de novembre des soldats
deserteurs, des militaires exécutés
pour avoir refusé de tirer sur les
manifestants, et les victimes
issues des forces de Fordre. Par
ailleurs depuis mars plus de
14 000 personnes ont ate arrétées
et12400autres ont fui le pays.

« Cestlerapport ke plus épouvan-
table que nous ayons entendu
devant ce Conseil depuis au moins
dewx ans », adéclaré Fambassadeur
francais Gérard Araud, apres Fexpo-
sé livre par |a juriste sud-africaine.

La longue liste des exactions
commises par les forces syriennes
dontellea renducomptedevant les
15 pays membres— exécutions som-
maires, arrestationsarbitraires, dis-
paritions forcées, tortures, parfois
avec des violences sexuelles—- est 2
peu pres celle déclinée dans le rap-
port de la commission d'enquéte
internationale mandatée par le
Conseil des droits de 'homme a
Genave, publié fin novembre.

Navi Pillay se refere a des « infor-
matjons crédibles provenant de
diverses sourcess, dont 233 victi-
mes de violations des droits de
Fhomme ou témoins d'exactions,
parmilesquels figurent descivils et
des déserteurs des forces de Fordre.

Selon ces mémes Ssources

wdignes de foi », a-t-elleinsiste plus
de 200 personnes ont &t tuées par
les forces syriennes depuis le
2déecembre. Autant d'exactions de
enature répandue et systémati
que» qui constituent des crimes
contre Fhumanité t-ellesouligna
avant d appeler leConseil de sacurk
té a deferer le cas de la Syrie a la
Cour pénale internationale (CP1).

Double veto
Si Fambassadeur russe vitali
Tchourkine qui préside le Conseil
ce mois, s'est dit « troublé» par la
poursuite des violences, il a rappe-
léque son pays considéraitle « dia-
logue palitigue» comme la seule
solution acceptable a la crise
syrienne et a accuseé «cerains
membres-clés de la communaute
internationales de vouloir se
debarrasser du régime syrien. « Le
Conseil de sécurité est moralement
responsables et son silence est un
escandales, a estimé Gérard
Araud, en allusion au travail de
sape mené par la Russie depuis
neuf mois pour empécher toute
condamnation de son allié syrien.
«L'inact jon de la communaute
intemationalevaenhardirles auto-
rités syriennes et assurer Fimpunf
té aux auteursy de ces tueries, a
misen garde Navi Pillay, quia sou-
mis plusieurs recommandations
aux15 pays-membres, dont la créa
tion d'une commission d’enquéte
internationale et Fenvoi en Syrie
 observateurs étrangers. Détermi
nés a venir a bout de la résistance
russe, les Occidentaux ont fait
savoir qu’'une fois connue Fissue
des prochaines réunionsde travail
de la Ligue arabe, ils decideraient
«quelleactionentreprendres. @
ALEXANDRA GENESTE

Voltairenet.org
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)
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Los ‘ojos de la revolucion’ siria

Un grupo de camarégrafos aficionados equipados con satélites transmite en
directo las protestas desafiando la presencia de tanques a pocos kilometros
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Europa lava su imagen
con los premios Sajarov

Entregan el galardén a cinco activistas de la Primavera Arabe

ROSA MENESES / Estrasburgo
Enviada espedial
Que Europa ha cerrado los ojos du-
rante anos ante las dictaduras éra-
bes lo saben muy bien Ahmed al Zu-
bair Ahmed al Senusi y Asma
Mahfuz. Al Senusi es el preso politi-
co gue més tiempo ha pasado en las
cérceles de Muamar Gadafi: 31
anos. Mahfuz, de 26 anos, lleva des-
de 2008 ayudando al Movimiento Ju-
venil 6 de Abril a organizar huelgas
en defensa de los derechos funda-
mentales en el Egipto que goberna-
ba Hosni Mubarak.

«En mayo, visité Bruselas y parti-
cipé en un debate con pariamenta-
rios europeos. Les dije que Europa
habia apoyado a Mubarak y que
ellos tenian parte de culpa en que su
régimen se hubiera prolongado. Les
dije que a pesar de que no hemos
contado con su ayuda, los egipcios
logramos poner fin a la dictaduras,
explica Mahfuz. «Algunos parlamen-
tarios se disculparons, anade.

Los Premios Sajarov a la Libertad
de Conciencia otorgados este ano
simbolizan un poco ese sentimien-
to de culpa. «Con los Sgjarov, Euro-
pa reconoce que ha habido un error
politico &l no apoyar la democracia
en estos paisess, reconoce Maria
Muniz, miembro de la Comisién de
Exteriores del Parlamento Europea,
la institucién que concede esta dis-

«Me siento extremadamente feliz
con este premio, que es un apoyo
moral y simbélico a todos los pue-
blos gue luchan por su libertad. Con
€l siento que los anos que pasé enla
cércel no han sido en vanow, afirmé

Al Senusi a EL MUNDO. Con tono
pausado, este anciano de 78 anos
que transmite una enorme paz, dice
que espera que los libios «constru-
yan su democracia y efijan el sistema
que quieren para su paise.

Hoy, Mahfuz y Al Senusi serdn los
tinicos dos galardonados de la Pri-
mavera Arabe que podrén recoger
su trofeo en Estrasburgo. Los otros
tres premiados por contribuir a
ecambios histéricoss en la regién no
podrén estar presentes en la cere-
monia. Esla cara oscura de la Pri-
mavera Arabe. Porque en esta lucha
por la dignidad muchos se quedaron
en el camino. Uno de ellos, recibird
€l premio a titulo péstumo: Moha-
med Buazizi se inmolé el pasado 17

«Ha habido un
error al no apoyar
la democracia»,
reconocen en la UE

de diciembre de 2010 en Sidi
Bouzid, un pueblo del interior de TG~
nez. Su gesto desesperado y su
muerte, el 4 de enero de 2011, pren-
dié una llama que atin no se ha apa-
gado en Oriente Préximo.

Que esas brasas siguen encendi-
das lo demuestra la ausencia de los
otros dos premiados. Los activistas
sirios Razan Zaituneh y Ali Farzat
hoy en Estrasburgo son vic-
timas de la represién del régimen
por su oposicidn a Bashar Asad.

Voltairenet.org

Zaituneh se encuentra en ka dandes-
tinidad. en algtn lugar desconocido
de Siria, después de que las autori-
dades hayan amestado a su marido
y a su hermano. Esta cred
un blog en el que informa sobre las
atrocidades que comete la dictadura
y sus post y videos son una de las
fuentes mas importantes de infor-
macién para los medios intermacio-
nales, que no pueden entrar en Siria.

Farzat se encuentra ashora mismo
en Kuwait, recuperdndose de sus he-
ridas. Originario de Hama, Farzat
(de 60 anos) tiene una dilatada ca-
ITEra como caricaturista. A causa de
sus dibujos contra el Gobierno sirio
el 25 de agosto fue arrestado por
hombres enmascarados y recibié
una brutal paliza. Los matones se ce-
baron contra sus manos.

Pese a la condena en el Parlamen-
to Europeo a la represién en Siria,
que ya ha acabado con la vida de
mas de 4.000 personas, Bruselas
aiin no ha articulado una respuesta
unificada contra Asad. «No hay una
politica europea para establecer ac-
ciones como la expulsién de emba-
jadores. A diferencia de Libia, en Si-
ria la UE reconoce a la ‘oposicién
organizada’, pero deberia preparar-
se para reconocer a la oposicién en
el exilio para cuando s2 vaya Asade,
afirmé Muniz.

Mucho queda por hacer en la UE
para responder de forma adecuada
a los procesos democraticos en el
mundo &rabe. Pero ayer, mientras
se debatfan en la Eurocémara alter-
nativas a las polfticas de vecindad
para estos paises, el hemiciclo esta-
ba casi vacio.



Mercredi 14 décembre 2011 / Wednesday, December 14, 2011

ABC (Espagne /Spain)

Un enviado especial de ABC relata la peligrosa odisea
vivida antes de llegar a la zona controlada por los rebeldes

«Bienvenido a Siria libre»

DANIEL IRIARTE
YEBEL ZAWI (SIRIA)
ENVIADO ESPECIAL

- -

n mitad de la noche, un guia

nos escolta a través de los

campos que se extienden a

ambos lados de la frontera
entre Sira y Turquia. Hay luna llena,
lo que no nos ayuda: somos demasia-
do visibles. «;Tienes miedo?», pre-
gunta el guia. Y me deja claro que de-
beria tenerlo: si el Ejército sirio nos
intercepta antes de llegar al territo-
rio bajo control rebelde, nos dispara-
réan sin hacer preguntas.

Ambos paises comparten mas de
ochocientos kilometros de frontera.
El régimen sirio se esfuerza por se-
llarla, pero hasta ahora, los comba-
tientes del Ejército Sirio Libre han lo-
grado mantener varias rutas abiertas
para el traslado de heridos, comba-
tientesy dinero. Este esel camino uti-
lizado por este enviado especial para
entrar en el norte de Siria, al territo-
rio donde los rebeldes se han hecho
fuertes.

Cruzamos un pequeno rio, donde
nos espera un grupo de hombres. En
loaltode un monticulo recortado con-
tra la luna, un combatiente vigila ar-
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mado con una escopeta de caza. Otro
militante me conduce hasta una casa
en mitad del campo. «Esto es segu-
ron, afirma. Al poco, llega una docena
de hombres, en pequenos grupos, por
seguridad. «Te presento al Ejército Si-
rio Libre», dice el guia.

A pesar del nombre, la escopeta de
cazayalgunas pistolas son las tinicas
armas de fuego con las que cuenta
ese «ejérciton. «Tenemos cuchillos...
yalguna sorpresa», dice uno de ellos,
yensefaunaporraeléctricacapazde
paralizar, e incluso matar, a una per-
sona de una descarga.

Es un grupo eficaz. Sin duda. En
menos de dos horas han coordinado
el operativo para que continuemos
camino. Me montan en un tractor,
que después cambiamos por una ca-
mioneta. Al rato llegamos a una pe-
quena ciudad del noroeste del pais,
el punto mas complicado de todo el
viaje: aqui, la presencia del Ejército
es numerosa, y abundan los contro-
les. Uno de mis acompanantes me es-
colta por las callejuelas de la ciudad.
«Si alguien nos para, no digas mas
que “Salam aleikum”, Si preguntan,
diré que eresel cunado de miprimon,
me explica, Dice que me quite las ga-
fas, me coloca un gorro, y camina-
mos con las manos en los bolsillos.
En una esquina aguarda una moto.
Subo en ella mientras mi acompa-
nante desaparece por otro callejon,
Salimos disparados. En las afueras,
me espera otro coche, que me llevara
hasta un piso franco en el campo.
Aqui, aparentemente, estamos a sal-
vo. Y aqui pasamos lo que queda de
noche.

«Sangre arabe y espanola»
A la manana siguiente, descubro que

1 mis anfitriones tienen un plan: van a

aprovechar miaspectomorenoy bar-
ba de varios dias. «Pareces sirio»,
dice uno de ellos. «Se nota que los es-
panoles tenéis sangre drabe», asegu-
ra. Me colocan unas botas de goma,
me disfrazan de local. Y a lomos de
nuevo de una moto, mi nuevo acom-
panante y yo pretendemos ser dos
campesinos camino del trabajo.
Llegamos a un pueblo en la ladera
de una colina, Frente a nosotros estd
Yebel Zawi, una zona montanosa con-
trolada casi totalmente porlos rebel-
des. Pero este tltimo tramo es el mas
peligroso, pues el ejércitocortalas ca-
rreteras de forma intermitente.
Debo esperar, porque el vehiculo
que me llevara hasta Yebel Zawi ha
idoaTurquiaaevacuaraun herido. A
las pocas horas regresa, v monto de-

lante (ya no tiene sentido continuar
con mi disfraz), mientras que en la
partetraseraun combatiente amarti-
lla un kalashnikov. Estos hombres sa-
ben que silos capturan seran tortura-
dos hasta la muerte, de modo que en
el caso de que traten de detenernos

nos abriremos paso a tiros. Asi,
aguantando la respiracion y con to-
dos nuestros sentidos puestos en la
carretera, iniciamos la parte final del
viaje. A laentrada de cada aldea, pre-
guntamos a los locales si hay algin
control del ejército. Por fortuna, no
hay ni rastro de los soldados. Menos
de una hora después, nos detenemos
en Ibdita, la localidad natal del coro-
nel Riad El Asaad, el lider del Ejército
Sirio Libre, y epicentro del territorio
bajocontrol rebelde. Los hombres ba-
jan del vehiculo, y son saludados con
grandes abrazos y besos porlos luga-
renos. Todos corren a saludarnos, a
observarnos. Finalmente, uno de
ellos me tiende la manoy, en un rudi-
mentario inglés, me espeta:

«Bienvenido a la Siria Libre». He-
mos llegado.

Funeral de un militante de la oposicion siria en la ciudad rebelde de Hula

ACUSACION EN LA ONU

«El Tribunal Penal Internacional
deberia juzgar al régimen sirio»

MARIA G. PICATOSTE
CORRESPONSAL EN NUEVA YORK

Mais de 5.000 muertos, 14.000 deteni-
dos y cerca de 12.000 exiliados. Es-
tas son las cifras que Navi Pillay, la
maxima responsable de Derechos
Humanos de Naciones Unidas, ha
puesto sobre la mesa del Consejo de
Seguridad para solicitar que lleve el

Voltairenet.org

caso de Siria ante el Tribunal Penal
Internacional.

«Me baso en la naturaleza siste-
matica y generalizada de los asesi-
natos, las detenciones y los actos de
tortura para creer que estos actos
constituyen crimenes contra la Hu-
manidad», dijo Pillay durante una
reunion a puerta cerrada.
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Desde que en marzolas manifesta-
ciones pars dervocar al Gobierno del
presidente Bashar Al Assad se expan-
dieron hasta los altimos confines del
pals, Naciopes Unidas no ha conse-
guidoalcanzar unacuerdo respecton
I srtuacion en Siria. Su anica deci-
s16m foe una resolucion de condena o
los actos de Damasco.

Peroa Pillay se e haagotadolapa-
ciencia tras meses de inacen en ¢l
organisme internacional. «Necesita-
mos tomar medidas urgentes y efecli-
vas para proteger a las sirioss, solici-
to al Consejo de Seguridad, a sabien-
das de gue dos de sus miembros per-

manentes, China v Rusta. estdn ded
lado del Gobierno sirto. El veto de es-
tos dos paises puso freno en octubre
a la dnica propuesta de sancion que
ha pasada por este Consejoy que bus-
caba castigar a Siria i seguia la vio-
lemcia contra los manifestantes,

Segun Pillay. la cifra de muertos
porla represion, ahora porencima de
las 5.000, estd engrosada por las de
mas de 300 nidos. pero na incluye las
miles de bajas que ef Gobierno b su-
Iricdo.entre policias y malitares, Pillay
explico que estas datos tienen su ori-
gen en las declaraciones de mas de
230 testwos.

LAS CIFRAS DE LA TRAGEDIA

5.000

33

8

personas pueden haber muerto
coma consecuencia de la repre-
si0n en Sina, segun la alta
comisionada para los Derechos
Humanos de la ONU

300

nifios menores de edad habrian
perdido Ia vida en las operacio-
nes militares y operaciones
represivas llevadas a cabo por
el régimen

personas murieron ayeren
Siria on diversas operaciones
de represion perpetradas por of
régimen y combates desarrolla-
dos en la frontera, donde se
hacen fuertes los rebeldes

2

militantes de la oposicion
murieron cuando el Ejército

disparo ayer contra los asisten-
tesaun funeral

Voltairenet.org
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Publico (Portugal)

ONU admite
mais de 5000
mortos na Siria

® Mais de cinco mil mortos, 300 dos
quais criancas, € o mais recente balan-
co das Na¢oes Unidas sobre a violén-
cia “intoleravel” que se arrasta desde
Marco na Siria - numeros que o regime
de Damasco rejeita, acusando a alta-
comissaria para os Direitos Humanos
de fazer parte de “uma grande conspi-
racao montada” contra o pais.

“Ela deixou-se usar na manipulacao
da opiniao publica”, disse o embaixa-
dor sirio na ONU, acusando Navi Pillay
de basear a sua opiniao em dados que
lhes sdo fornecidos pelos dissidentes.
Reagindo a acusacao, um porta-voz
garantiu que o alto comissariado es-
ta em contacto “com pessoas dentro
do regime” e voltou a exigir que os
seus observadores sejam autorizados
a entrar no pais. Ouvida no Conselho
de Seguranca, Pillay disse que a con-
testacao ao regime de Bashar al-Assad
permanece maioritariamente pacifica,
“mas aumentaram os ataques atribui-
dos a forcas da oposicao, incluindo o
autoproclamado Exército Livre Sirio”.
O numero de vitimas inclui, por isso,
membros das forcas de seguranca. A
comissaria destacou também a conti-
nuacao da repressao contra popula-
coes inteiras, como é o caso do “alar-
mante” cerco a cidade de Homs.

Voltairenet.org
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Assad kills 1,000 1n
10 days, claims UN

By Richard Spencer
Middle East Correspondent

THE death toll in Syria has
risen by another 1,000 in 10
days, according to a United
Nations report yesterday.

The findings deepened divi-
sions within the UN over how
to respond to the crisis.

On top of those figures,
scores more deaths were
reported.

Navi Pillay, the UN human
rights commissioner, said
more than 5,000 people had
been killed since the uprising
against President Bashir al-
Assad began in March.

At the beginning of the
month, the total stood at 4,000.
That does not include deaths
among Mr Assad’s security
forces.

Ms Pillay said 300 of those
killed had been children.
About 14,000 rebels were in
prison, many tortured, and
12,400 had fled the country.

“Independent, credible and
corroborated accounts dem-
onstrate that these abuses
have taken place as part of a

widespread and systematic
attack on civilians,” she told
the Security Council.

She called for the regime to
be referred to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, as hap-
pened with Col Muammar
Gaddafi.

A dispute flared between
Russia and the West over the
measures being taken against
its Middle Eastern ally.

Gerard Araud, the French
ambassador, said: “It is scan-
dalous that the council,
because of opposition from
some members, has not
been able to act to exert pres-
sure on the Syrian authori-
ties.”

The Russians hit back but
America urged them to sup-
port Security Council action.

Ms Pillay’s death tally
includes civilians, defectors
and soldiers killed for refus-
ing to obey orders, but not
government troops.

The authorities claim more
than 1,100 soldiers have died.

Despite the UN outrage,
diplomats say the regime is
prepared to ignore the West.

Voltairenet.org
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International Herald Tribune (USA)

More deaths
as Syria
drifts toward
Insurgency

BEIRUT

Government forces open
fire on funeral procession
near border with Turkey

THE ASSOOIATED FRESS

SyT an security forces f red on a funeral
process on nanor hwes ern border re-
g on Tuesday, k1lng two people and
rais ng the day's death oll to at least 28,
actvists said.

The volence n Idib Prov nce lus-
tra ed how SyTia's upris ng, wh ch earli-
er his year nvolved mosdy peaceful
demonstrat ons nsmall owns and cit es,
has become a v rwual nsurgency n he
countryside along the Turkish border.

Rami Abdul Rahman, d rector of he
British-based Syran Observa ory for
Human Rights, and other Syr an activ-
ists said housands of people were ak-
ngpart n he funeral of civ 1 ans K lled
here earl er ntheday when he gunf re
erupted.

Government forces swept through
v llages n the area near he Turkish
front er and artacked suspec ed nsur-
gents, he reports and Syrian news me-
da said. Anti-government figh ers
s aged a re al a ory ambush and assas-
s nated a sen or officer earl er Tuesday,
he reports said.

M li ary defectors Known as the Free
Syr an Army have found shel er along-
side housands of Syr an refugees on
he Turkish side, mak ng use of moun-
anous erran, local smuggl ng net-
WOrks and support among v llagers on
he Syr anside 0s age cross-border at-

anrlre

President Bashar al-Assad’s forces
have responded wi h stepped-up border
patrols and reprisal raids on v llages
where anti-government protests have
been frequent.

The bloodshed n Syra, whch he
United Nat ons said Monday had left at
least 5,000 dead, has resulted n ncreas-
ng pressure on the Assad government,
ncludng sanctons by he Unied
S aes, the European Unon and he
Arab League.

Some Key nat ons have resisted he
measures. Russ a's foreign m nis er on
Tuesday rebuffed calls for his country to
back the sanct ons, and criticized he
Waest forignor ng v olence by he Syr an
Opposit on.

The deadl est ncident n the past two
days took place n two v llages near he
Turkish border early Tuesday, af er se-
curity forces en ered and shot two civ &
ans dead, said Mr. Abdul-Rahman of he
Syr an Observa ory for Human Rights.

Residents of the v llages, Maaret
Musreen and Kfar Bahmoul, responded
by closng a man road to he Syran
troops, who hen opened f re at random,
Mr. Abdul Rahman said, Kk lling 11 civ |
ans and wound ng 26.

Security forces also k lled three other
people n he prov nc al capital of Idlib
and two n he central Homs Prov nce,
Mr. Abdul Rahman said.

The Local Coord nat on Committees,
another activist group, gave a s milar
death oll

Later n the mom ng, army defectors
retal a ed by at acking a security con-
vOy N henearby own of Bab el-Hawa,
k Il ng seven troops, Mr. Abdul Rahman
said. Syria’s state media, for its part, re-
por ed that border guards ntercep ed
15 gunmen try ng o nf ltra e from Tur-
key on Monday night. It said hat two
wereklled n he ensu ng f refight and
hat 0 hers were njured.

Itwas he second reported attempt at
a cross-border artack n a week.

S ncetherevol began, the Assad gov-
ernment has placed blame for he blood-
shed On erTOrists act ng out a foreign
consp racy to divide and underm ne
Syra untl recently, most deaths ap-
peared o0 be caused by security forces
f r ng on mainly peaceful protests.
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An amateur-video image made available by Ugarit News group Monday is said to show security forces in Deraa, Syria.

Armed Clashes in Syria
Escalate Near Border

By Nour MaLAS

Armed clashes in Syria escalated
sharply, with activists reporting
Tuesday that 36 antigovernment
protesters were killed, and at least
seven state-security officers left
dead in an ambush on a convoy.

Fighting between what activists
identify as defected soldiers and
government troops has erupted
daily for the past week in towns
across Syria, the activists say. The
intensified fighting has raised con-
cern among some in Syria’s antigov-
ernment movement that the grow-
ing number of dissident soldiers and
other armed civilians are acting out
of step with the Free Syrian Army,
the main armed contingent fighting
President Bashar al-Assad’s forces.

“There are more soldiers defect-
ing, but the clashes are so frequent
now it’s hard to tell who is fighting
who,” said Rami Abdul Rahman,
head of the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a U.K.-based group
tracking events in Syria.

The activist network the Local
Coordination Committees said 21 of
the 36 killed were from the Idlib
province that borders Turkey. The
fighting was sparked by the attack
on the convoy crossing Idlib, activ-
ists said.

Syria’s government described the
Idlib fighting as a clash with an
armed terrorist group. “Authorities
managed to kill and injure several
terrorists and confiscate their weap-
ons,” the state news agency Sana re-
ported. That came after Syrian
guards on the Turkish border foiled
an “infiltration attempt” by terror-
ists into Syria, with border guards
killing two of the infiltrators and
wounding others, Sana said.

A spokesman for the Turkish for-
eign ministry said the only report of
gunfire at the border Tuesday in-
volved Syrian troops shooting at
two cattle smugglers, one Turkish
and one Syrian, and neither were
believed to be injured.

The United Nations on Monday
put the death toll from Syria’s nine-
month-long uprising—counting ci-
vilians and defected soldiers killed
by government forces—at more than
5,000, just two weeks after it esti-
mated the number dead had crossed
the 4,000 mark.

On Sunday, the coordination
committees reported clashes in
towns around the southern city of
Deraa—the cradle of Syria’s protest
movement—in which dissident
troops burned three tanks. A video
posted on YouTube on Monday
shows what is described as a group

of freshly defected soldiers in Jabal
al-Zawiya, a vast northern region in
Idlib that has been the scene of
fighting between the army and dis-
sident troops in earlier months of
the uprising.

In the footage, at least two
dozen soldiers in uniform—most
smiling—pump their rifles into the
air, chanting revolutionary slogans.

The Syrian Observatory said
Tuesday’s violence began when a
gunbattle broke out between gov-
ernment loyalists and protesters in
the town of Maaret Mesreen after a
pro-government crowd broke shop
windows to protest a strike. Stores
were closed for a third day in the
town, as part of a nationwide gen-
eral strike called by activists.

Two antigovernment activists
were killed in the gunbattle,
prompting activists from a neigh-
boring town to block a main road
with tires and rocks to pre-empt any
military action. Security forces shot
at those makeshift roadblocks, kill-
ing at least seven more people, and
a group of dissident soldiers opened
fire on a security convoy, killing at
least seven officers.

It isn’t clear whether the Free
Syrian Army planned the attack.

—Marc Champion
contributed to this article.
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SYRIA

28 are killed

In violence
near border
with Turkey

Among the dead are 2
in funeral procession

By Bassem MROUE

............................................................................

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT | Syrian security forces fired on a fu-
neral procession in a restive northwestern bor-
der region, killing two people and raising Tues-
day’s death toll to at least 28, activists said.

The flare-up of violence in Idlib province
highlights how Syria’s uprising, which earlier
this year involved mostly peaceful demonstra-
tions in small towns and cities, has become a vir-
tual insurgency in the countryside along the
Turkish border.

Rami Abdul-Rahman, director of the Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights,
and other Syrian activists said thousands of
people were taking part in the funeral for civil-
ians killed there earlier in the day when the gun-
fire erupted.

Regime forces swept through villages in the
area near the Turkish frontier and attacked in-
filtrators at the border, and anti-regime fight-
ers staged a retaliatory ambush and assassinated
asenior officer earlier Tuesday, the reports and
Syrian media said.

|

Military defectors known as the Free Syr-
ian Army have found shelter alongside thou-
sands of Syrian refugees on the Turkish side,
making use of mountainous terrain, local
smuggling networks and support among vil-
lagers on the Syrian side to stage cross-border
attacks.

President Bashar Assad’s forces have re-
sponded with stepped-up border patrols and
reprisal raids on villages where anti-regime
protests have been frequent.

The bloodshed in Syria, which the U.N.
said Monday has killed at least 5000, has re-
sulted in increasing pressure on the Assad
regime, including sanctions by the United
States, the European Union and the Arab
League.

Some key nations have resisted the measures.
Russia’s foreign minister on Tuesday rebuffed
calls for Moscow to back the sanctions and
slammed the West for ignoring violence by the
Syrian opposition.

The deadliest incident in the past two days
took place in two villages near the Turkish bor-
der early Tuesday, after security forces entered
and shot two civilians dead, Mr. Abdul-Rahman
said.

Residents of Maaret Musreen and Kfar Bah-
moul responded by closing a main road to the
Syrian troops, who then opened fire at random,
he said, killing 11 civilians and wounding 26.

The observatory said security forces also
killed three other people in the provincial cap-
ital of Idlib and two in the central province of
Homs.

The Local Coordination Committees, an-
other activist group, gave a similar death toll.

Later in the morning, army defectors retali-
ated by attacking a security convoy in the nearby
town of Bab el-Hawa, killing seven soldiers, Mr.
Abdul-Rahman said.

Syria’s state media reported that border
guards intercepted 15 gunmen trying to infiltrate
from Turkey on Monday night.
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MIDDLE EAST
By Arnaud de Borchgrave

o those who hail the Arab Spring

and the first free elections in

Egypt in 60 years, a prominent

Isracli responded, “Remember

Mussolini, remember Hitler.”

‘Two years after seizing power in
1922 with a march on Rome, one-time social-
ist Benito Mussolini’s fascist party won 64
percent of the popular vote and 374 seats of
535 in parliament.

Once in power, Mussolini outlawed left-
wing parties. His coup inspired Adolf
Hitler’s Beer Hall Putsch, which failed. But
in 1933, Hitler legally came to power in a free
election.

For Zalman Shoval, 81, Isracl’'s ambassa-
dor to the United States twice, a member of
the Knesset for 40 years, and close adviser to
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, the
“Arab Awakening” is an “anti-democratic,
anti-human-rights movement camouflaged
as a victory for human
rights.”

Most Arab elections,
warned Mr. Shoval while in
Washington last week, will
produce anti-U.S., anti-Is-
rael parliaments.

Twenty years after the
Cold War, he said, “Israel is
facing the longest erosion
of its strategic environ-
ment” while “America’s
strategic environment is
also eroding.”

In Egypt, said Mr.
Shoval, 87 million hungry
people can't be fed, so a
perfect geopolitical storm
is generated to divert the
people’s attention in the di-
rection of “enmity toward
Israel.”

Syria, now in a civil war,
under its present leader-
ship “is the indisputable
link between Iran and
Hezbollah in Lebanon. If
President [Bashar] Assad
falls, there is no way of
predicting what comes
next.”

Hezbollah, said Mr.
Shoval, now has 30,000
missiles and Hamas, the
no-peace-with-Israel
regime in Gaza, is also
dominant in the West
Bank.

“Today, everyone is
more concerned about Iran
and its drive for nuclear
weapons and it will seek hegemony irrespec-
tive of a Palestinian settlement,” he explained.

Islamist advances in Egypt, Libya and
Tunisia “have made the next six, 12, 18
months totally unpredictable,” Mr. Shoval
predicted.

Arab-Israeli negotiations are at a dead
end, he ar-
gued, “be-
cause the
Palestinians
do not wish
to negotiate.
They ask for
a freeze on settlements in the West Bank,
but the settlements are only L1 percent of
that territory.”

He was presumably referring to the set-
tlements that lie beyond the 420-mile-long
wall of separation. Everything between the
120-mile-long 1967 border and the wall is
now presumably annexed to Israel.

The 1.1 percent refers to Jewish settle-
ments between the wall and the Jordan
River. And those will presumably be disman-
tled in a final settlement, much the way 21

N
s

“The Middle East is increasingly
topsy-turvy and there is only one stable
ally who shares America's values,”

Beware
the Arab
Spring

Long-time Israeli
diplomat warns
democracy will

morph into Islamism

Jewish settlements with 9,000 people in
Gaza were abandoned in 2005.

But Mr. Shoval made clear Israel will also
demand a physical security presence for the
Israel Defense Forces along the Jordan River.

The Palestinians believe time is on their
side, Mr. Shoval said. But “security cooperation
between Israel
and the US. is
at the highest
level in mem-
ory” The $3
billion Israel
receives yearly
from the United States for defense is a tiny
fraction of America’s $3 trillion budget, “which
enhances stability and makes it less likely the
Arab world would start a new war. And the $3
billion goes back to U.S. [defense] jobs.”

“The Middle East is increasingly topsy-
turvy and there is only one stable ally who
shares America’s values. The U.S. has pre-
positioned dual-use equipment in Israel and
this should be expanded as it doesn't cost
any money.

“The debate on the solidity of the U.S.

relationship is key to understanding that if
we stopped building settlements and re-
turned the entire West Bank, it still would
not be Scandinavia,” Mr. Shoval said, adding
that he did not see “any erosion in the U.S.
relationship.”

“Onge you believe you're becoming weak
and impotent, you will become so,” he
warned.

The emergence of a Palestinian state in
the West Bank as a result of Israeli-Pales-
tinian negotiations has never seemed more
remote.

An Islamist majority in Egypt’s new par-
liament — 37 percent for the Muslim Broth-
erhood and 24 percent for the ultra-radical
Islamist Nour (“Light”) party — is now a
given. The radicals, known as Salafists, want
to turn the clock back to the behavior of the
first Muslim converts. They are violent, de-
mand a ban on alcohol (which would kill the
tourist industry, or 15 percent of the econ-
omy), and a dress code for women that
makes them look like ambulatory tents.

Salafism is the key reli-
gious ingredient in ji-
hadism. In normally mod-
erate Tunisia, the Salafi
message is circulating
freely, unimpeded by now
dismantled censorship.

The less dogmatic
Brotherhood projected
moderation in the campaign
but is now quietly purging
those who became gen-

~ q uinely moderate. It is also

talking about revisions in
Egypt’s peace treaty with Is-
rael, which it says the Jew-
ish state is not respecting.
The Arab Spring was a
western construct, based
on the illusory hope of
real democracy — hence,
the Egyptian army high
command’s determination
to hang on to real power
behind the scenes. It will
resist any move that might
provoke Israeli retaliation.
But to placate Islamists,
the army will be less ac-
commodating with Israel
on minor border issues.
Next door in Libya, the
array of weapons and am-
munition stashed in un-
derground depots is stag-
gering. And it would be
nothing short of a miracle
if al Qaeda’s supporters
hadn’t absconded with
some of what the new
ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN CAMEX | ihvan armed forces dis-
covered in the Sokna and Al-Rawagha re-
gions near the Niger and Chad borders:
stockpiles of nerve and mustard gas. A plant
was built with special barrels for the produc-
tion of these agents with a capacity of 10,000
liters.

Scores of old Soviet SAM-7 anti-aircraft
missile launchers as well as mortars and ar-
tillery pieces with shells were left unguarded
for months.

New Libyan leaders from all walks of life
are now feeling each other out to determine
who might be best qualified to assess the
country’s defense needs. They say they need
another 100 days.

On the eastern side of the Mediterranean
Sea, Syria is, by all accounts, another Arab
country in the throes of a civilian revolution
against the army — not good news there, ei-
ther. Salafists and Muslim Brotherhood sym-
pathizers were busy there, too.

Arnaud de Borchgrave is editor-at-large of
The Washington Times and United Press
International.
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Syrias wounded make dangerous
trek toward refuge in Lebanon

Activists say Syrian hospitals unsafe, wounded being hunted
down e Lebanese locals work in secret to ease border crossings

* By ERIKA SOLOMON

BEKAA VALLEY, Lebanon
(Reuters) — The elderly Lebanese
doctor gets a text message:
“Your bag of eggplants is
ready.”

He jumps in his jeep and races
into the foothills on the Syrian
border, searching for the
wounded protester he knows is
waiting for his help.

“Sometimes | get a call to
treat a stomach ache, but find a
Syrian smuggled in with a bullet
in his side. | see at least one of
them a day now,” said Dr. Mah-
moud, using a false name.

Moving the wounded over the
tense and closely watched fron-
tier requires coded messages, he
said. Syrian intelligence may be
monitoring calls and texts from
Syria’s opposition.

Over 5,000 Syrians have died
in a crackdown on the nine-
month revolt against President
Bashar al-Assad’s rule, according
to latest UN figures.

Thousands more wounded
dare not seek help at home
because their bullet and shrap-
nel wounds would betray them
to the police as protesters or
insurgents.

Some manage to make the
short but risky trek to Lebanon
for medical care: They sneak
past army troops, navigate
mined borders and withstand
bitter winter cold.

Almost daily, Mahmoud slosh-
es through the muddied roads
in his impoverished border town
toward a safe house hidden
among the crumbling cement
homes that wind along the
mountains.

This time, the doctor finds
Ahmed, shot in the leg.

Ahmed dragged himself over
snow-frosted foothills and down
into Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. He
hid in the underbrush as Syrian
forces searched for him. It took
all night to make the 7 kilometer
journey from his nearby Syrian
village, Qusair.

“In Syria, the army and intelli-
gence are everywhere, even
hospitals. We are too scared to
go there with injuries,” Ahmed
said. “If you didn’t walk into the
clinic with a bullet in the head,
you might come out of it that
way.”

The wounded who come to
Lebanon say the secret,
makeshift clinics now operating
in Syria, do not have the equip-
ment to treat their wounds.

Sympathizers carry them on
foot, motorcycle and even
horseback. Some wait days until
it is safe to cross.

“I bled for hours. | was almost
unconscious from pain and |
couldn’t walk,” said 24-year-old
Hassan, a student. He fled
Homs, the violent epicenter of
the uprising, after gunshots
shattered his lower-left leg.

“I had no idea who most of
the people helping me were. |
was terrified they might be
secret police. But they saved
me. They propped me up
between two plastic containers
of kerosene on a horse, so we
looked like fuel smugglers,” he
said.

Hundreds of Syrians, both
unarmed protesters and armed
rebels fighting the goverment,
have turned to Mahmoud's
Bekaa town as a gateway into
Lebanon.

Some have died waiting to
cross, Lebanese locals say.

Local officials support these
efforts, but ask that their town
not be named to avoid stirring
trouble. Not far away are
Lebanese who support Assad.
The roads are dotted with bill-
boards of the Syrian president
standing with Lebanon’s pro-
Syrian Hezbollah leader, Hassan
Nasrallah.

Syria has tried to suppress by
force a revolt against 41 years of
Assad family rule that began in
March as peaceful street
protests. Now, some soldiers
have deserted with their guns
and formed a rebel force that is
attacking Assad’s security
machine on the roads, and even
in its bases.

The government in Damascus
says it is fighting foreign-backed
terrorists and has lost over 1,100
men in an uprising that is sliding
gradually towards civil war.

Omar is a 20-year-old army
deserter who has escaped a
nightmare. His brown eyes are
wide with grief for his lost com-
rades.

“I think | was shot 14 times,”
he said. His heavily bandaged
hands point out bullet wounds
on his chest, arms and stomach.
A thick trail of stitches runs
down his abdomen.

“My unit was brought out to
suppress protests. We did things
| don’t want to remember,” he
said. “When we got the chance,
we fled to Homs and began
fighting.”

In a clash with the army sever-

al weeks ago, Omar fell uncon-
scious among five dead com-
rades. He lay there for hours as
friends trying to retrieve him
waited for the gunfire to stop.

Parts of Homs, where most of
the wounded in Lebanon have
come from recently, are like a
war zone. Activists say the army
hunts the wounded.

Hamad, a 30-year-old protest-
er from Homs, said he and
dozens of injured were hidden
in abandoned buildings, to pro-
tect their families from harass-
ment, or arest, if they were
found at home.

“I waited there for 10 days.
My leg was rotting,” he said,
grimacing as a Lebanese doctor
dressed and re-bandaged the
hole in his thigh.

Medics work at government
hospitals by day and treat pro-
testers at night. They sneak out
to help when they can.

But the worst cases have to be
smuggled out.

Even on Lebanese soil, the
wounded do not feel totally
safe. They are moved quickly
out of the mostly Shi‘ite, pro-
Synian Bekaa Valley in case they
attract hostile attention.

The Red Cross transports them
to the northern port town of
Tripoli, a Sunni Muslim strong-
hold sympathetic to an uprising
that is led by Syria’s Sunni
majority population.

There, exiled Syrian doctor
Mazen has set up secret clinics.
Lebanon’s public hospitals treat
wounded Syrians, but will only
let them stay there for four days.

“For a serious injury, it's not
enough. We need help treating
these people for months,” said
Mazen, a pale and scrawny 24-
year-old who graduated in
Homs last spring. He spent his
first months as a doctor treating
gunshot wounds.

Mazen brought Reuters to an
abandoned hospital wing in
Tripoli where he has set up a
clinic, with the help of secret
donors, to treat those who will
need months to heal.

Their families can't be told
where they are.

Like others, Omar has passed
on a message through secret
channels and hopes his mother
and father know he is alive.

“I feel like someone who died
and was brought back to life,”
he smiled. “As soon as | am
healed | want to go back and
fight the regime to the death.
It's them or us.”
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UN estimates
over 5,000
dead in Syria
crackdown
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Syria role in Bahrain unrest

KING SAYS MANAMA HAS EVIDENCE OF YOUTH BEING TRAINED TO OVERTHROW GOVERNMENT

Gulf News Report

Dubai Bahrain’s King Hamad
Bin Eisa Al Khalifa has said
the kingdom has evidence
that Syria was training
young Bahrainis to over-
throw the ruling family even
as fresh violence claimed 24
more lives in Syria yester-
day. The UN put the death
toll in the nine-month-old
protests at 5,000.

“We have evidence that a
number of Bahrainis who
oppose our government
are being trained in Syria,”
King Hamad told The Daily
Telegraph on Monday. “I
have seen the files and we
have notified the Syrian
authorities, but they deny
any involvement.”

Arab foreign ministers
will hold an emergency
meeting in Cairo on Sat-
urday to respond to Syria’s
proposal to admit observ-
ers in exchange for an end
to regional sanctions, the
Arab League said.

These developments
came as security forces
yesterday shot dead 17 peo-
ple in the northern prov-
ince of Idlib, which borders
Turkey, and rebels killed
seven policemen in an am-
bush, activists said.

UN human right chief
Navi Pillay said the death
toll in the Syrian crack-
down was 1,000 more than
an earlier estimate. It in-
cludes civilians, army de-
fectors and those executed
for refusing to shoot civil-
ians, but not soldiers or se-
curity personnel killed by
opposition forces, she said.

Also vesterday, Iran passed
a bill for a free trade agree-
ment with Syria in a show of
support for Bashar Al Assad.
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Damascus (Bloomberg & AFIP’)
The United Nations Se-
curity Council faced new
calls to intervene in Syria
after the UN’s top human
rights official raised the
civilian death toll in the
country to more than 5,000
and said President Bashar
Al Assad’s government
should be investigated for
crimes against humanity.

UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights Navi
Pillay told the 15-member
body in New York yester-
day that the situation in
Syria was “intolerable,”
and asked that “gross vio-
lations” committed by Al
Assad’s security forces be
referred to the Internation-
al Criminal Court. “Ruth-
less repression” may soon
plunge Syria into “civil
war,” she said in prepared
remarks.

Pillay said the number of
deaths probably exceeds
5,000. “Inaction by the in-
ternational community
will embolden Syrian au-
thorities, and ensure per-
petrators go unpunished,”
said Pillay.

At least 23 civilians died
yesterday, most of them
in the northern province
of Idlib, where army de-
fectors then killed seven
members of the security
forces, Rami Abdul Rah-
man the head of the UK-
based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, said by
phone. One of the civilians
died as a result of torture,
he said.

‘Kill or be killed’

“It’s a situation of kill or
be killed,” Patrick Seale, a
biographer of Al Assad’s
late father, former Presi-
dent Hafez Al Assad, said
vesterday by phone from
London. “They are des-
perately trying to crush

UN faces renewed calls
to intervene in Syria

RUTHLESS REPRESSION MAY LEAD TO CIVIL WAR, COUNCIL TOLD

Death toll escalates in uprising
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the uprising because they
recognise it is gathering
momentum with external
support.”

Pillay’s private briefing
to the 15-nation council
— where Russia and China
blocked a resolution con-
demning Al Assad in Octo-
ber — heightened divisions
over how to respond to the
Syrian troubles.

The Security Council
meeting came as Western

nations ramped up pressure
to condemn Al Assad’s cam-
paign.

“T think it is necessary that
those countries in the Secu-
rity Council which are still
hesitating change their mind,”
German Foreign Minister
Guido Westerwelle said.

France’s UN envoy said
the council was “morally
responsible” for the daily
deaths by staying silent.

But Russia said Western ac-
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cusations that it was blocking
UN action condemning the
crackdown were “immoral”
because the West was refus-
ing to put pressure on armed
rebel groups.
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Defectors
hit back

inSyria

Fresh violence leaves 28 dead

DAMASCUS — Army defectors
ambushed a Syrian security patrol
on Tuesday, Killing seven in re-
venge for a raid that cost 11 civil-
ian lives, activists said, as the UN
estimated more than 5,000 have
died in the crackdown.

Syrian security forces fired on a
funeral procession in a restive
northwestern border region, kill-
ing two people and raising Tues-
day’s death toll to at least 28, ac-
tivists said. The flare-up of
violence in Idlib province high-
lighted how Syria’s uprising, which
earlier this year involved mostly
peaceful demonstrations in small
towns and cities, has become a
virtual insurgency in the country-
side along the Turkish border.

Rami Abdul-Rahman, director
of the British-based Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights, and
other Syrian activists said thou-
sands of people were taking part
in the funeral of civilians killed
there earlier in the day when the
gunfire erupted.

Regime forces swept through
villages in the area near the Turk-
ish frontier and attacked infiltra-
tors at the border, and anti-regime
fighters staged a retaliatory am-
bush and assassinated a senior
officer earlier on Tuesday, the re-
ports and Syrian media said.

Military defectors known as the
Free Syrian Army have found shel-
ter alongside thousands of Syrian

ARAB MINISTERS
TO MEET

calro — Arab foreign ministers
will hold an emergency meet-
ing in Cairo on Saturday to
respond to Syria’s proposal to
admit observers in exchange
for an end to regional sanc-
tions, the Arab League said.
Mohammed Zaidi, an adviser
to Arab League chief Nabil Al
Arabi, said a ministerial task
force on Syria would hold a
preparatory meeting at the
22-member bloc’s headquar-
ters on Saturday, ahead of the
emergency session. — AFP

refugees on the Turkish side, mak-
ing use of mountainous terrain, lo-
cal smuggling networks and sup-
port among villagers on the Syrian
side to stage cross-border attacks.
“Seven security force members
were killed in an ambush by desert-
erson a convoy patrolling the Idlib-
Bab Al Hawa road in response to
the martyrdom of 11 civilians this
morning,” the Observatory said.
The 11 died when they were at-
tacked by security forces and pro-
regime Shabiha militiamen in two
villages in northwestern Idlib prov-
ince, it said earlier. — Agencies

>SEEALSO PAGE TN
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A woman living in Turkey shouts slogans as a group of Syrians protest against President Bashar
Al Assad’s regime, in Istanbul. — Reuters

Syria crackdown tol
over 5,000, says UN

14000 detained, 12400 fled to other countries

NEW YORK — More than 5,000
people are now believed to have
been killed in the Syrian govern-
ment’s crackdown on protests, UN
rights chief Navi Pillay told the UN
Security Council on Monday.

Pillay also said there were re-
ports of increased attacks by oppo-
sition groups on President Bashar
Al Assad’s security forces but high-
lighted “alarming” events in the
besieged protest city of Homs, ac-
cording to diplomats in the closed
meeting.

More than 14,000 people are
estimated to have been detained
and 12,400 have fled into neigh-
boring countries since the anti-
government protests erupted in
March, Pillay told the 15-nation
council, according to diplomats.

With hundreds more killed in

December in Assad’s crackdown
“it is my estimation that the total
number of people killed since the
protests began earlier this year is
now likely to exceed 5,000. This
situation is intolerable,” she was
quoted as saying.

The Security Council held a pri-
vate briefing on Syria with western
nations stepping up pressure for
the body to condemn the violence.
Russia and China vetoed a resolu-
tion on the Syria crisis in October.

After meeting with Pillay, Ger-
man Foreign Minister Guido West-
erwelle told reporters: “I think it is
necessary that those countries in
the Security Council which are still
hesitating change their mind.

“Iam really shocked about what
I heard about the atrocities in Syr-
ia.” “We owe this to those who lost
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their lives,” he said. Among the
council members, Russia, China,
India, South Africa, and Brazil op-
posed or had strong reservations
about any formal resolution which
they said could be a first step to a
western campaign for regime
change. At the meeting, France’s
UN ambassador Gerard Araud said
“history will judge the silence of
some and the indifference of oth-
ers” and that “the honor of the Se-
curity Council is at stake,” French
diplomats said.

Pillay told the meeting that the
Syrian protesters had remained
largely peaceful. “However, reports
of armed attacks by opposition
forces, including the so-called Free
Syrian Army, against Syrian forces
have increased,” she told UN en-
voys.—AFP
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Sanctions
take toll
on Syrian
econhomy

Power cuts and fuel
crisis as deaths from
violence hit 5,000

Phil Sands
Foreign Correspondent

DAMASCUS // Regular power
cuts, long queues at fuel stations
and shortages of cooking gas are
now part of everyday life in Syria,
as sanctions bite and the econo-
my grinds to a halt.

Nine months into a deadly up-
rising that has left more than
5,000 civilians and army defec-
tors dead, according to the lat-
est United Nations estimate, the
blackouts and shortages have
become entrenched in the coun-
try’s daily routine.

Amid the growing hardship,
many Syrians still refuse to be-
lieve such violence is actually
taking place in their country.
They are encouraged to down-
play the depth of the country’s
crisis by the authorities, who
continue to assure the public
that the worst has now passed
and that “Syriais fine”.

But even those living in areas
nominally insulated from the
revolt, or those whowould prefer
not to notice it altogether, have
not been able to ignore the fuel
and power shortages.

“The other day I had to wait for
almost eight hours to get diesel
for my tractor,” said a farmer on
the southern outskirts of Damas-
cus. “Itis like a full-time job, the
whole day waiting to try and get
fuel, how am I supposed to do
myactual work?”

His solution has been to send
one of his young sons with a
25-litre plastic container, to
stand in line for him at the local
filling station, where he waits
with dozens of other men and
boys for the daily fuel delivery.
Coaches, tractors and minivans,
and along, orderly line of plastic
jerry cans stretch down the road.

Diesel is traditionally used to
heat Syrian homes, but, in its
absence, electric heaters have
become popular. That, in turn,
has led to a dramatic rise in de-
mand for power - a 40 per cent
increase, according to govern-
ment officials.

The national electricity net-
work, already working to its lim-
its — power cuts in poorer neigh-
bourhoods were not uncommon
even before the crisis — has been
pushed over the edge.

Many districts of Damascus,
even those in upmarket neigh-
bourhoods such as Mezzeh and
Abu Rumaneh, now have regular
blackouts.
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pecuing s bee.

*Norw all the moncy 1 e goes
o paying foe fuel foe the earor the
Souse and we don't abeays bother
with heanng amy moce Bovause ifx
very espeasive,” sald Aba Caaar, »
delivery deiver who bives In Bara
waa i centmal Damascus,

A oriele of the regime, he sald
ot whik sanctioses were @irectly
cousing the shorta ges and chat
he poogest Syrlans were sulfe sy
the mest, the ahorées were ulti
mateh to bame.

“1f the ebtes wonkd give us frvy-
dom and share weme of their
wealth and poser with the ordl-
nans peophe, we woul da't be facing
sanctions, so this e ks is their re-
sponsibilitg,* Mr Omsar sald. “The
eachwill B fime thev ugh this, they
have encugh moncy e last them
M0 yean even #they nevereaman.
other penmy. The rest of us will be
cokdand hungey i ths contiames, ”

The Evropean Lodom, US and Arab
Leagoe have Bupaosed] sanctions on
by prane of the Syekin cxoiesy, i
rlmﬁq{ihd And Ziewcior

Suncoe Energy, a Caynadian groep,
said on Sunday that £ was s peond.
Ing operations an Sy ra as a reseh
of the embargo, follerdng similar
mines by Shedl and “Tocal, Suncor
was volsed b sapplying gas 1o
Syeian power sations,

Regime supporterns say western
veonomic warfary and domestic
insurgenes have cvoasted the shornt
ages. “The Euregenns and Amesi-
canes hawe aconspinmes te nain oo
ives so they hasc tried to blochade
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ws" suid a Chrissian resideneof Da
Mascus, “Sarkr s used tothis sad
willnot break us,”

Mranois Habib, an coomomics
professeon al Dainasc s University
and & foemer Sysian ail miniseer,
sid sametions were hurting the
coumtry and that the poor were hie
harderthan the rich.

“Those gumbliag on sanctions
of peonontie collapse to make the
people rise up dgainss W sogime
will Be wrong,” he said. “Those
who put the sanctions is place
sould pot expect the rogime to be
Ll d by them.”

e lacest estmate of more than
5,000 dicad since the uprising be
00 wis announced o Monday
by Nawvi #illay, the UN High Com
missioner foe Hussn Righes. The
fipwre dad not inchude soldwrs or
secunty foeces killed by egposition
fomoes, she s,

Serpel Lavror, Russia's foreign
minister, yesterday oconsed 1the
West of tahing an lmmocal poss
ticens by Tailingg 100 stop srmed smeme
burs of the oppositon witibe s the
A b <t cindm Masseow for
ot comdomming the ¢ rackdosn by
fuvermment fogees
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Syria death toll hits 5,000 as
violent insurgency spreads

Syria's actions could constitute crimes against humanity, said UN human rights chief Pillay, issuing a fresh call for the council to refer the situation to
the International Criminal Court. The sharp rise in the death toll is bound to lend weight to those arguing for increased international intervention to
stop the bloodshed in Syria. A violent security crackdown failed to halt the unrest — inspired by popular uprisings in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen and Libya
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Syria training Bahrain opposition figures, King Hamad says

Syrie is treining opposition figures in Bahrain, the  tion and to engage with Bahrain's opposition. rulers Used excessive force to cow protesters and
Guif island state’s king caid in an interview pub- “We have evidence that @ number of Balwainic  detsinees. Syne is dominated by President Bashar
lizhed on Tuesday, in which he 8iso denied sy>-  Who OpPOse OUr ovemment sre being trained in  skAszad’s Alewite sect. an offshoot of Shite I
tematic rights abuses during state crackdowns on  Syria. ... | have seen the files end we have nctified  lam, and is allied with Shiite Iran, long blamed
pro-democracy protests earber thic yeer. the Syrien authorities, but they deny any involve- by Behrain for stimng trouble among its mejority
some cities where vio 2 res King Hamad bin Ica aKhalifa’s interview with  ment,” the king said, giving no further detads. King  Shiite populstion. Bahrain's Shiites hold frequent

4 Britain’s Daily Telagraph newspaper comes 8 day ot  Hamad visited London on Monday, weeks after an  protests against what they see a3 state discrimine-
ter he met Britich Prime Minister Devid Cameron, who  independent inquiry found evidence of cystematic  tion in jobs, senvices and poiticel representation,
urged the king to press ahead with national reconcilie  rights abuses end seid Bahrain's Sunni Musiim  charges the government denies. London Rtuiers/AP
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SYRIE . Malgré les sanctions imposées par la Ligue arabe, la répression se
poursuit. L'opposition affirme que Homs pourrait étre I'objet d’'un massacre
alors que la Turquie craint une dégradation de la sécurité régionale.

situation se degrade encore

N appel a la gréve géné-

rale a été lanceé par l'op-

position dans tout le

pays. Cette derniere
entend entamer une vaste campagne
de désobéissance civile. « La plupart
des facultés de 'Université de Damas,
notamment celles de médecine, d'ingé-
nierie infonnatique et d'économie, ont
observé la grive », selon les Comités
locaux de coordination (LCC), un des
groupes organisant les manifestations
sur le terrain.

Selon eux, cette gréve marque le
début d’'une campagne de désobéis-
sance qui doit se poursuivre sous
d’autres formes de contestation. La
fermeture de routes importantes et
d'autoroutes, des sit-in, des gréves
dans les universités, dans les trans-
ports et la fonction publique pour-
raient voir le jour.

Entre-temps, le Conseil National
Syrien (CNS), qui réunit la majorité
des courants de l'opposition, a dit
craindre un « yuassacre » a Homs, cible
d’une répression violente depuis des
semaines. « Toutes les informations, les
vidéos ainsi que les militants sur le ter-
rain affinnent que le régine se prépare a
commettre un massacre collectif pour
faire taire la révolution @ Homs et en
faire un exemple pour les  autres
régions ». Le communiqué de 'oppo-
sition ajoute que « le rigime prétexte
des incidents confessionmels pour justifier
ses actes ». Toujours selon le CNS, les
forces de l'ordre incendieraient des
mosquées, tortureraient et tueraient
des jeunes et enléveraient des femmes
et des enfants. Le président du CNS,
Burhan Ghalioun, a déclaré vouloir
préserver les institutions du pays.
« L'opposition n'est plus préte a négocier
avec des assassins a-t-il rappelée.
« Mais elle est préte & parler aux fornc-
tionnaires civils et militaires qui ne repré-
sentent pas le régime mais les institu-
tions. Nous ne voulons pas refaire les
erreurs qui ont été connmises en Iraq,
nous  voulons  que les  institutions
publiques, et avec elles Uordre et la paix

Un appel a la gréve générale a été lancé par I'opposition.

sociale, soient conservées », a-t-il insisté.

Sur le plan diplomatique, la Ligue
arabe, qui a imposé des sanctions éco-
nomiques a la Syrie, a prévu en fin de
semaine prochaine deux réunions au
Caire sur la Syrie. Elles visent a discu-
ter des conditions posées par le régi-
me de Bachar Al-Assad qui a exigé
une levée des sanctions en échange
de sa signature du protocole sur I'en-
voi d'observateurs arabes chargés de
rendre compte des violences et de
tenter de mettre fin d la répression
qui a fait, selon 'Onu, plus de 4 000
morts depuis la mi-mars.

Yar ailleurs, la réunion de la déléga-
tion min elle arabe en charge du
dossier syrien, prévue samedi 17 &
Doha, a été annulée. Le secrétaire
général de linstitution panarabe,

Nabil Al-Arabi, a toutefois proposé
d’organiser cette rencontre le 16 ou le
17 décembre au Caire. « La Syrie
devrait accepter le plus rapidement pos-
sible le plan proposé par la Ligue arabe
de maniére a éviter des sanctions écono-
miques de la part du monde arabe », a
déclaré Al-Arabi,

Ces sanctions, les premié¢res de
cette ampleur a I'encontre de I'un
des 22 membres de la Ligue, pré-
voient notamment un gel des tran-
sactions commerciales avec le gou-
vernement syrien et de ses comptes
bancaires dans les pays arabes. La
signature de ce protocole a fait I’ob-
jet de plusieurs ultimatums de la
Ligue face a l'absence de mesures
de Damas pour appliquer le plan de
sortie de la crise arabe, que la Syrie

Voltairenet.org

avait pourtant accepté « sans condi-
tion » début novembre. Ce plan
prévoyait I'arrét des violen la
libération des détenus et l'ouvertu-
re du pays a des observateurs arabes
et a la presse étrangére.

Pour soutenir les décisions arabes,
la Turquie a annoncé qu'elle allait
suspendre & son tour un accord de
libre-échange avec la Syrie et prendre
des dispositions pour éviter la Syrie
dans ses relations commerciales avec
le Proche-Orient. Le ministre turc des
Affaires étrangeres, Ahmet
Davutoglu, a menacé le régime syrien
en annongant que la Turquie ne
pourra pas rester les bras croisés si la
répression syrienne en venait a mena-
cer la sécurité régionale @

Maha Salem




The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Cet entretien a été publié hier (13 décembre) et commenté aujourd’hui
This interview was published yersterday (December 13), and today comented.
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