Rusia retoma la iniciativa

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA
Sdbado 17 de diciembre de 2011

La prensa francesa se enorgullece del proyecto de resolucion ruso presentado al
Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU, interpretdandolo como una victoria de Occidente.
Segtun esa version, Moscu se vio obligado a emprender esa iniciativa para no verse
en mala posicion en momentos en que el gobierno ruso estd siendo acusado de
haber “arreglado” las elecciones legislativas rusas y de apoyar los crimenes de lesa
humanidad cometidos por orden de Bachar al-Assad.

La prensa anglosajona, sin embargo, prefiere no abordar el tema. Casi ningin
diario precisa que el proyecto ruso de resolucién retoma un texto que Rusia y China
habian presentado en septiembre pasado, o sea antes del doble veto. No hay por lo
tanto cambio alguno en la posicién rusa sino una firme voluntad de no permitir
que los occidentales monopolicen el debate.

e ABC, el diario monarquico espafiol, que ha venido publicando una serie de
reportajes fotograficos muy favorables a la “revolucion” y contrarios al régimen
sirio, publica un inesperado articulo de Daniel Iriarte.

Este reportero se halla en el norte de Siria con el Ejército Libre Sirio. Al ser
conducido a un escondite, en una aldea del norte de Siria cuyo nombre no
precisa, Iriarte se encontr6 casualmente con 3 libios: Mehdi al-Hatari (el célebre
comandante de la Brigada de Tripoli, quien se encontraba en 2010 a bordo del
Mavi Marmara en el momento del abordaje por parte de los piratas del ejército
israeli), Adem Kikli (uno de los lugartenientes de Abdelhakim Belhaj, jefe
historico de Al-Qaeda en Libia y nuevo gobernador de Tripoli) y un tal Fuad.

El testimonio del reportero de ABC parece haber sido publicado a tenor de las
revelaciones del ex primer ministro espafiol José Maria Aznar, quien escribia el 9
de diciembre de 2011 que Abdelhakim Belhaj aparecia en la lista de sospechosos
de los atentados perpetrados en Madrid el 11 de marzo de 2004.
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Le Figaro (France)

Pourquoi Moscou
durcit le ton contre la Syrie
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EN DEVOILANT jeudi soir un projet de
résolution & 'ONU condamnant la ré-
pression en Syrle, ¢e qu'll avait jus
qu'alors refuse de faire, Moscou tente
de préserver ses intéréls dans Je pavs ¢
dans la région, « La position de la Russiv
devenalt intenable » : ce constat d'un
diplomate occidental a I'ONU traclult ka
prise de conscience qui a conduit Mos-
cou i prendre ses distances avec le ré-
wime de Damas, dix mois apres ke débuot
d'une répression qui a fait 5 000D morts,
Lundy, 'ambassadeur russe a 'ONU,
Vitall Tehourkine, qui exerce la prési-
dence tournante du Conseil de securite,
s'etait dit « brouble » par ce bilan des
victimes, dans un rapport officiel des
Nattons unies. La description « effrova-
e » des violences infligées a la papula-
tion syrienne avait suscite |'indignation
des membres du Consedl, dont celie de
I"ambasadeur frangais, Gérard Araud.

Intéréts strategiques

En Russie, cette reprobation a com-
mence & trouver un eécho dans la presse
et dans Popinion, au moment oh b
fraude electorabe observes lors des re-
centes élections suscite par aflkeurs un
fort mécontentement. Mais, selon les
observateurs a 'ONU, c’est avant tout
le constat fait par les analystes russes
que Je régime de Bachar «l-Assad est
desormaks condamne qui a condust
Moscou a falre volte - face et i convier e
vice-president syrien, Farouk al-Cha-
reh, pour un « entretien seriewx ».

La Russie fournit de longue date des
armes & ka Svrie qui demeure son prin-
cipal allié dans la région. Outre ses in
teréts commerciaux, Moscou dispose
d'un point d'appui majeur sur le terri-
toire de ¢e vieux partenaire, avee k
base navale de Tartous, heritée de P'ex-
URSS. « Les autorités russes n'ont pas

interét a un pourrissement de la situa-
tion. Elfes anticipen! une fransition dans
layuelle Moscou tient ¢ avoir su place »,
estime un diplomate occidental. Selon
cette source, ka volonté des Russes de
préserver Jeur Influence, mise 3 mal
dans une région balavee par les révalu-
tions arabes, expligue egalement cette
prise de distance inédite avec Bachar
el-Assad,

Depuis le début des révoltes en Tunisie
et en Fgypte, Moscon a montré une
grande crispation, ne ¢achant pas son
regret d'avoir vote, le 17 mars dernier,
la resolution 1 973 du Conseil de sécuri-
1¢ autorisant le recours 2 I force en Li-
bye, Le 4 octobre, un veto russo-chi-
nods a blogue une premiére résolution
condamnant la Syrie.

le virage pris par la Russie est
d'autant plus significatif qu’il a mani-
festement ¢ coordonne avee d'autres
membres retifs du Consell de sécurité.

Les Russes « anticipent
une transition

dans laquelle Moscou
tient a avoir sa place »

Jeudi, en effer, les grands pays émer-
gents du Consedl, comme le Brésil, sont
montés au crénean pour défendre e
projet de résolution russe, Ce texte, qui
evadque les violences « exerodes par tou-
tes les parties » et élude toute sanction
comtre Damas, ne fait gu’esquisser une
evolution sur ke fond, Gerard Araud I'a
Jugé hier » crewx » et « déséquilibeé ».

Mettre sur le meme pied I viclence
des forces de Pordre et celle de Popposi-
tion reste inacoeptable pour kes capitales
occidentales, Le signe dune évodution
russe n'en est pas moins patent, L'am-
pleur des amenagements qui seront ap-
partés au projet de résolution donnera ka
mesure de Maggiornamento diplomati-
que de Mosoon vis-a-vis du drame A
huis clos qui se déroule en Syrie.
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Le Monde (France)

Volte-face russe sur le dossier syrien

La Russie a présenté au Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU un projet de résolution condamnant les violences en Syrie
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La Russie lache Damas
a demi-mot, 'ONU s’agite

DIPLOMATIE Malgré son ambivalence, le projet de résolution sur la Syrie
déposé jeudi est un tournant réel dans la politique du Kremlin.

L) initiative évoque plus
L une manceuvre qu'un
changement de fond.
Le projet de résolution russe
sur la Syrie présenté par sur-
prise, jeudi, au Conseil de
sécurité de"'ONU n’en mon-
tre pas moins que jamais Da-
mas n'a été aussi isolé dans
I’aréne internationale. Le
soutien jusqu'ici sans faille
de Moscou représentait une
assurance tout risque pour le
régime baasiste, vieil allié
régional et ultime ancrage de
la Russie au Proche-Orient,
avec une base navaledans le
port de Tartous (ouest).
Crédibilité. Le projet de
texte russe est certes pour le
moins ambigu. S'il dénonce
«1'usage disproportioné de la

Jforce par les autorités syrien-
nes», il propose toutefois de

condamner les «violences
perpétrées par toutes les par-
ties» ets’inquitte «de I'ap-
provisionnement en armes, -
légal, des groupes armés en
Syrie». Mais le tournant est

réel. 'ambassadeur russe a
I'ONU, Vitali Tchourkine,
s’était dit «troublé» en début
desemaine aprés le réquisi-
toire de la Haute Commis-
saire aux droits de I’homme
de I'ONU, Navi Pillay, évo-
quant les atrocités commises
depuis huit mois par les for-
ces de répression du régime.
Le patron de la diplomatie
russe, Serguei Lavrov, avait
cependant dénoncé comme
«immoral» ke coup de gueule
de 'ambassadeur francais,

Tout va se jouer désormais
autour des amendements
que vont tenter d’apporter

les Occidentaux.

Gérard Araud, sur le silence
du Conseil de sécurité et sa
«mesponsabiité morale» dans
la perpétuation des massa-
Cres en cours.

Le Kremlin fait donc 1a un
pas de plus, signe de sa
crainte de perdre toute cré-

dibilité dans un monde arabe
quasi unanime - i I’excep-
tion du Liban et deI'Irak, ol
les chiites ont un poids ma-
jeur dans les gouverne-
ments - dans sa condamna-
tion du régime d’un
président syrien alaouite
(secte proche du chiisme) et
allié de Téhéran. 115’ agit sur-
tout, pour Moscou, de ne pas
insulter I’avenir en Syrie
méme.

Réserves. Les lignes ont
donc commencé a bouger a
New York, ot jus-
qu’ici le Conseil
de sécurité était
resté muet sur la
Syrie, verrouillé
par Moscou et Pé-
kin, a1'exception
d'une condamnation verbale
des violences del'été contre
les ambassades américaine et
francaise. Rien pourtant
n’est encore joué. Le Quai
d’Orsay a émis des réserves
sur le texte russe, estimant
«inacceptable de mettre sur le

Voltairenet.org

méme plan la répression du ré-
gime et la Wsistance du peu-
ple». Un point de vue peu ou
prou similaire a celui ex-
primé par la secrétaire d’Etat
américaine, Hillary Clinton,
affirmant que le texte con-
tient en I'éétat «des éiéments
que nous ne pourrions pas
soutenir». Mais aussi bien
Paris que Washington et les
autres capitales occidentales
se félicitent de ce «dévelop-
pement positif» et espérent
pouvoir travailler avec la
Russie surun projet de texte
«malgré ces désaccords».
Tout se jouera donc ces pro-
chains jours, voire semaines,
autour des amendements
que vont tenter d’apporter
les Occidentaux avec le sou-
tien de la Ligue arabe. Les
diplomates ne doutent pas
que «la séguence de négocia-
tion sera longue». Pour le
moment en tout cas, Moscou
a reprisl’initiative et tient la
main.

MARCSEMO
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Le Parisien / Aujourd’hui en France
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La Tribune de Geneve (Suisse / Switzerland)

La Russie menace Damas
pour raisons tactiques

Moscou appelle

a une résolution

a ’ONU condamnant
toutes les violences.
Mais la proposition
laisse sceptique

Cathy Macherel

Apreés neuf mois de violences en
Syrie et de silence russe al’'ONU, le
Kremlin serait-il enfin prét a se ral-
lier au reste du monde pour lancer
un sérieux avertissement au ré-
gime de Bachar el-Assad? Sa propo-
sition, annonceée jeudi, de condam-
ner «toutes les violences en Syrie»
via une résolution au Conseil de
sécurité de 'ONU a certes été sa-
luée de Paris a Washington, mais
non sans une grande dose de scep-
ticisme. La qualifiant de «dévelop-
pement positify, la France a dit hier
que c’était «inacceptable» que la
Russie veuille placer sur un méme
plan d’égalité la répression du ré-

«Le but du projet

n’est pas
d’aboutir

a une solution
pratique,

c’est juste

pour faire bien»

Alexel Malachenko
Centre Carnegle a Moscou

gime et larésistance du peuple. Un
point de vue totalement partagé
par les Etats-Unis.

Hier, Moscou a peaufiné son
discours de bonnes intentions en
précisant que le vice-président sy-
rien, Farouk al-Chareh, allait étre
recu pour un «entretien sérieux».
«Ceux qui disent qu’on va lui chan-
ter des louanges ou lui caresser la
téte se trompent», a assuré une
source anonyme au sein du pou-
voir a I'agence russe Interfax.

Dans la capitale russe pourtant,
d’aucuns voient la démarche du
Kremlin comme une simple tacti-
que pour lustrer des relations di-
plomatiques passablement mises a
mal ces derniers temps. Notam-
ment a cause de 'isolement crois-
sant de Moscou sur le dossier sy-
rien mais aussi de la crise des élec-
tions législatives. Sur la Syrie, «la
position russe n’a pas changé. Le
but du projet n’est pas d’aboutir a
une solution pratique, c’est juste
pour faire bien», reléve aupres de
I’AFP Alexei Malachenko, du Cen-
tre Carnegie a Moscou. Et

d’ailleurs, le blocage au Conseil ds
securité de I'ONU risque fort da
durer. Hier, le Kremlin a préciss
qu’il ne lacherait pas le princips
d’une condamnation des violence
des deux camps en Syrie.

Le texte de la résolution russs
s'inquiéte aussi de «’approvision
nement en armes, illégal, des grou
pes armeés en Syrie». Or, si ce trafis
d’armes existe, Moscou n’est pa
franchement le mieux placé pou
donner des lecons sur ce point. Ex
novembre dernier, au Salon aérc
nautique de Dubat, le directeur ad
joint du Service fédéral russe ds
coopération militaro-technique
Viatcheslav Dzirkaln, affirmait qus
la Russie continuait de livrer de:
armes a Damas, puisque aucuns
décision internationale ne I’en em
péche.

Hier, 'armée syrienne a tiré su
la foule qui manifestait aprés l:
priere du vendredi a Homs, faisan
au moins unmort. Selon le dernie:
bilan de ’ONU, les violences en Sy
rie ont fait plus de 5000 victime:
depuis la mi-mars.
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Combatientes del Ejército Sirlo de Liberacién ensefian sus viejos carnés de la Seguridad Estatal para mostrar que no son «terroristass
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cel de Tel Avivy, nos cuenta. En febre-
ro, Harati, que vive en Dublin y tiene
pasaporte irlandés, se despidio de su
mujer v su hijo y, junto con otros li-
bios exiliados en Irlanda, se dirigio a
Libia. Alli creo la Brigada de Tripoli,
un grupo de luchadores de élite, en-
trenado por asesores de Qatar, que
combatio ferozmente en la batalla fi-
nal por la capital.
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libras esterlinas (unos

238.000 euros). Haratile dijoala Poli-
tidad de dinero

le habiasido entregado por un agente

lugares como
delaCIA para financiarlaluchade su

ABC ha constatado, ademas, su re-

ciente paso por

sitos no aclarados. Hace poco, Harati
cia que una gran can

sevio implicado en un extrano episo-
dio, cuando, seglin su propio relato,
unabandade ladronesasaltd sucasa,
grupo contra Gadafi. El combatiente

llevindose abundante joyeria
dejd esas 200.000 libras a su mujer,

Bahréin, Sudan y Ankara, con propo-
200.000
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S Sirios manana.

por sile ocurria algo, y se llevo el res-
to a Libia.

Mientras huimos hacia la frontera,
los libios nos van dando algunas cla-
ves sobre su presencia en Siria. «Si
por nosotros fuese, Ise enviariamos
tros va no las necesitamos», explica
Harati. «Pero tendrian que entrarpor
Turquia, y los turcos no pueden auto-
rizarlo porque no hay consenso den-
tro de la OTAN», asegura. Ya en la
frontera, los tres libios dicen que vuel -
ven a su patria. Asi nos lo aseguran

las armas a lo
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Abdul Hakim Belhad]

Jefe militar de Tripoli

El hombre que estuvo
en todas las guerras

PERFIL

MIKEL AYESTARAN

Abdul Hakim Belhadj es el
poderoso islamista con el
que estdn vinculados los
asesores libios que inten-
tan ayudar a la revuelta si-
ria. Fue emir del Grupo de
Combalientes I[slamico Libio
(LIFG) yahora lidera la comandan-
cia de las fuerzas rebeldes en Tripo-
Ii. Su pasado vinculado a la yihad,
su contacto directo con Bin Laden
en Afganistan y su presuntavincula-
ci6n conlos cabecillas de los atenta-
dos del 11-M, segan informes de la
inteligencia espanola, encendieron
las alarmas de la comunidad inter-
nacional al término de la guerra de
Libia.

Rodeado de veteranos de la gue-
rra afgana, Belhadj asegura que en
sudia dijo «no» ala oferta de colabo-
racion con Al Qaida porque sus obje-
tivos eran «nacionales»; su sueno

eraechara Gadafiynoha de-
jadode luchar hasta conse-
guirfo. Belhjadj, sinembar-
20, admitié en declaracio-
nesa ABC contactos telelo-
nicos con cabecillas del
11-M como «el Tunecino»y su
socio jordano Mohd Othman
«por temas profesionales, nada vin-
culado con los ataques». Unos con-
tactos que —reconoce— explico en
persona a agentes de la inteligencia
espanola que acudieron a la prision
de Tripoli a interrogarle después
del mayor atentado de la historia de
Espana.

Después de tres décadas huyen-
doyviviendo bajo la etiqueta de ser
un lider terrorista islamista, Belh-
adj tiene en sus manos la seguridad
delas principales figuras del Conse-
jo Nacional Transitorio (CNT), que
no han dudadoalahoradeconfiara
este ex yihadista sus vidas.

10
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Our families have been taken hostage,
say activists who fled Assad’s violence

By Suha Ma'ayeh in Ramtha
Spencer

SYRIAN security forces are threatening
family members of anti-Assad protesters
and seizing them as hostages, activists
from the restive southern province of
Deraa have told The Daily Telegrapi.

Virtually cut off from outsiders, the
area, which sustained the first govern-
ment tank assault of the uprising nine
months ago this week, is now facing a
tary sweep intended to quell dissent.

Separate families told independently
how brothers and children of those
wanted by the authorities have been tar-
geted to force their relatives to give them-
selves up.

“They sent for me, saying they would
kill my brotherif I didn't hand myself in,”
one man, who called himself Abu Mah-
moud, said m the Jordanian town of
Ramtha after fleeing over the border last
week. His name had appeared on the
“wanted” list issued daily to troops.
saturday, just after he left, they
were as good as their word. “My brothe:

as leading < protest m.lnh he s
nup\r shot hin
ind the nllurln his head.”
rawhile in March, Der:
taken over by protesters, .'cllur demon-
ions over the arrest of a group of
teenagers for scrawling anti-regime graf-
fiti developed into the first major con-
frontation of the uprising. But the pro-
tests were peaceful and the army shelled
its way back in.

he struggle there has received less
publicity than the fighting in Homs,
where as ny as 200,000 people staged
one of the opposition’s biggest single
demonstrations yesterday, and Idlib to
the north.

But this week, activists and refugees
gave The Telegruph a detailed portrait of
the regime’s new as tanks are
deployed to break the general strike
which is the opposition's latest gambit to
|)ul1pn'xﬁ\m on the me.

here are barriers every 100 or 200
as lhr«kpmuls‘ one

llw\' getanew list of names
ted by the regime. We have
who are contributing to our
cause, sometimes for free, wmvmm s for
money, who give us the lists.”

Another refugee, Abu Ali, 34, said he
and two of his cousins had organised
protests, written slogans, distributed anti-
regime leaflets and provided first aid for
those wounded.

Early on, before army defections began
and the struggle began to morph i
open war, they were handed autor
weapons by sympathetic soldiers. Even
s0, they were shocked at the violence that
has now developed.

“It is sanctioned to kill anyone who
takes part in a protest,” he said. “We want
to protect ourselves.

I saw a man with his seven-year-old,
who was shot simply to make the father
suffer. We saw women and children

KHALED ELNQUEPA

Election violence Two killed and 100 injured as Egyptian police break up demonstration

A woman lstomawayfrom police broke upa cabinet office. Army troops

clashes i i fired shots, including live

security forces and In some of the bloodiest | rounds, in an attempt to

protesters, above, in Cairo scenes since the overthrow | disperse the protest last

as the country witnessed its | of former president Hosni night.

worst violence in weeks Mubarak in February, The clashes

yesterday. demonstrators threw petrol | overshadowed the results
Two people were killed bombs as riot police of a second round of voting

and 100 were injured as stormed a sit-in outside the | in which Islamic parties

killed, houses bombed and bodies muti-
lated.”

In turn, the Free Syrian Army,
band of defectors, has begun to re

Last month, it ambushed a convoy of
armoured personnel ers in D “They said that they would unearth us
setting some on fire. Earlier this week, in  in 24 hours,” he said. “A few days before
its bloodiest attack yet, it killed 27 sol- we left, they stormed my neighbour's
diers at three checkpoints. house and while he 1't there took his

As the clashes worsen, activists, even  12-year-old son hostage. The next day they
those not imvolved in violen took the wanted man’s brother hostage.
forced to escape, leaving their families to He said two of his own younger broth-

face the consequences. Abu Jarrah, 31,
one of the cousins, said the security
ed forces told his father that they wanted to
“pluck their eyes {out] and cut their bod-
ies into pieces”,

consolidated their position. | ElBaradei, a presidential Justice Party, won more
State ision reported said. The clashes | than 36 per cent of the vote
that 32 members of the were the worst since more | in the first round, followed
security forces were than 40 people werekilled | by the fundamentalist
wounded, on the eve of the first al-Nour’s with 24 per cent,
“Even if the sit-in was not parliamentay elections in The main liberal coalition,
legal, should it be dispersed the Egyptian Bloc, won
with such brutality and Theuushn Brotherhood- | almost 13 per cent.
barbarity?" Mohamed backed, Freedom and Damien McElroy

ers had been arrested and remained in
custody. “I don’t know where my young-
est brother is,” he said.

His other brother had been suspended
from the ceiling by one of his hands and
beaten with electric cables, according to
an inmate who was later 5

The reports conform to accounts from
Human Rights Watch, which alleged this
week that officials and army officers had
issued “shoot to kill" orders and sanc-
tioned torture of detainees. Those whose

Voltairenet.org

relatives are active in the opposition, like
and Abu Mahmoud, are par-

Abu :ﬁ:‘dl showed The Daily h'lulruph
the aftermath of a shooting. By coinci-
dence, it was that of Abu Mahmoud's
brother, although the two families do not
know each other. In the video, the brother
lies on the floor as he is given first aid.

“There is no God but Allah,” he says,
his head lolling, The treatment is to no
avail, and they are his last words,
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SYRIA

Security forces o

The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

pen

fire on protesters

Syrian security forces opened fire
on anti-government protesters after
Friday prayers at mosques around
the country yesterday, as the army
sent reinforcements to a southern
area where army defectorslaunched
deadly attacks on regime troops.

The Local Co-ordination
Committees and the British-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said at least one person was
killed in Homs, where more than
200,000 people marched against
President Bashar al-Assad’s gov-
ernment.

The protests came a day after
army defectors Killed 27 security
personnel in Deraa in apparently
co-ordinated attacks that were
among the deadliest by rebel
troops so far. An activist in Homs
said about 10,000 protesters took
part in a rally, at which crowds
chanted “The people want to exe-

V= £
Fop ) h o A

Syrianshold a pro-government

rally in Damascus yesterdayap

cute the President.” Security forces
showed restraint, watching from a
distance, said one activist. “It
might be a goodwill gesture by
the regime ahead of the Russian
initiative,” the activist said, refer-
ring to Russian attempts at the
UN to end the crisis.

Russia began circulating a draft
UN Security Council resolution on
Thursday it said was designed to
resolve the conflict in Syria. Ap

Voltairenet.org
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Irish Times (Irlande / Irland)
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The International Herald Tribune (USA)
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Russia toughens

stance on Syria

MOSCOW'S DRAFT UN RESOLUTION ELICITS MIXED RESPONSE

Gulf News Report

Dubai Nationwide protests
sweeping Syria surged yes-
terday as the state secu-
rity forces unleashed their
guns on hundreds of thou-
sands of protesters, killing
13 people.

The protests came after
Russia, a longtime ally of be-
leaguered President Bashar
Al Assad, drew a mixed re-
sponse from Western gov-
ernments to signs of tough-
ening its stance on Syria at
the UN Security Council.
Russia began circulating a
draft UN Security Council
resolution on Thursday it
said was designed to resolve
the conflict in Syria. The
draft calls for an end to all
violence.

US Defence Secretary
Leon Panetta welcomed the
Russian move and praised
Turkey’s “leadership” in
putting pressure on the Da-
mascus regime.

“I think it was an impor-
tant step for Russia to indi-
cate that they were willing
to work with an effort in
the United Nations to bring
greater pressure on Syria,”
Panetta told a news confer-
ence, adding: “There’s a lot
to be worked through.”

France attacked Russia’s

Two killed, several injured in clashes

At least two people were killed in clashes yesterday between
demonstrators and troops in the worst violence since the start of
Egypt's first free election in six decades. A worker at a makeshift field
hospital said a third person had died from gunshot wounds. At least 99

people were also injured.

The violence started overnight and continued throughout yesterday
when military police tried to break up a sit-in by activists. The clashes
erupted early yesterday after protesters accused the army of abducting
and attacking one protester. The protesters have camped outside the
cabinet headquarters since late November in opposition of the military
rulers’ appointment of Kamal Al Ganzouri as the new prime minister.
They regard Al Ganzouri as an extension of the Mubarak regime.

proposed resolution as “to-
tally unbalanced” and no
immediate talks were called
on the measure.

France’s UN envoy Gerard
Araud called the Russian
text a “manoeuvre.” Russia
“gives the appearance of
movement while presenting
a text which is totally unbal-
anced and which is empty,”
he said in a live internet chat
session with French news-
paper Le Monde.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said
more than 200,000 protest-
ed in the besieged central
city of Homs alone, vented

Ramadan Al Sherbini/Correspondent
See also Page 11

their frustration at the Ar-
ab League for postponing
a meeting on Syria sched-
uled for today.

The 22-member League
has proposed a peace plan,
suspended Syria’s mem-
bership and imposed sanc-
tions but has not been able
to agree on next steps after
Syria refused to allow in
monitors to ensure compli-
ance with the proposal.

It was supposed to meet
today, but an Arab League
diplomat said divisions
among member nations
over what to do next forced
a delay. Instead, a smaller

group of five Arab foreign
ministers tasked with over-
seeing the implementation
of the body’s demands on
Syria will meet today in
Doha, he said.

The diplomat, who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
said Iraqg, Egypt, Algeria,
Sudan, Lebanon and Oman
favour an Arab-led solu-
tion to the Syrian crisis and
reject Western political in-
terference. Another camp
led by Gulf nations, as well
as Tunisia and Libya, is
seeking the help of the in-
ternational community in
pushing for Assad’s ouster,
he said.

In Homs, the Local Coor-
dination Committee (LCC)
said anti-government ral-
lies took place after Friday
prayers all across Syria.

“The people want to ex-
ecute the president,” the
crowds in Khaldiya chanted,
according to an activist.

Meanwhile, the chairman
of Libya’s National Tran-
sitional Council, Mustafa
Abdul Jalil, has called on
Syria’s president to step
down, saying the Syrian
people have the right to de-
termine their own destiny.

— With inputs
from agencies
See also Page 11
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Syrians in mass rally for Arab bloc action

Protesters demand Arab League speed up its response to a bloody crackdown by Al Assad's forces on dissent

Damascus (AFP) Hundreds
of thousands of Syrians
protested nine months in-
to their uprising yester-
day, demanding the Arab
League hasten its response
to a bloody crackdown on
dissent, activists said.

The mass protests came
after Russia, a longtime
ally of Syria’s embattled
President Bashar Al Assad,
drew a guarded response
from Western governments
for signs of toughening its
stance at the UN Security
Council.

The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights
said more than 200,000
protested in the besieged
central city of Homs alone,
venting their frustration at
the Arab League for post-
poning a meeting on Syria
scheduled today.

“More than 200,000 dem-
onstrators came out in sev-
eral neighbourhoods of the
city after Friday prayers,”
the Britain-based organi-
sation said in a statement
sent to AFP in Nicosia.

Video footage posted
online also showed dem-
onstrators taking to the
streets of the capital Da-
mascus and the protest
hubs of Daraa in the south,
Deir Ezzor in the east and
the other restive central
city of Hama.

Protest banners
“Security Council: Where
Is Your Security, Stop Cov-
ering The Killers,” said a
banner carried by protest-
ers in the town of Hass, in
northwestern Idlib prov-
ince, according to some of
the footage on YouTube.
Organisers had urged
protesters to press the Ar-
ab bloc over its postpone-
ment of today emergency

Brutal killing
An image grab taken on Thursday from a video uploaded on YouTube shows what
looks to be Syrian soldiers standing over the bodies of men, who were allegedly killed
by security forces and militia, in Rastan in Homs province.

CRACKDOWN

FALLOUT OF UPRISING

200,000 5,000 20,000

protesters in
Homs alone

foreign ministers’ meeting
to give more time for Da-
mascus to agree to a deal to
end the bloodshed to avoid
sanctions.

They had set the slogan
for the protests as: “The
Arab League is killing us -
enough deadlines.”

The 22-member bloc ap-
proved a package of sanc-
tions against Damascus on
November 27 after it failed

Syrians killed in the
months-long conflict

to meet a deadline to agree
to an observer mission to
monitor implementation
of an Arab plan to protect
Syrian civilians.

But on Sunday, Foreign
Minister Walid Muallem
wrote to the Arab League
saying Syria would accept
the monitors under certain
conditions, including the
lifting of the sanctions.

The bloc’s number two

Syrian army
defectors

Ahmad Bin Helli said
late on Thursday that the
planned foreign ministers’
meeting had been post-
poned indefinitely while
talks continued with Da-
mascus on its offer.

Also on Thursday the Ar-
ab League held new talks
with the Syrian opposition
on the eve of the opening
in Tunisia of a three-day
congress of the Syrian Na-

Voltairenet.org

tional Council. SNC leader
Burhan Ghaliun said it
was vital that the opposi-
tion close ranks after the
formation in Istanbul on
Thursday of the National
Alliance, another opposi-
tion grouping.

“We need to unite the
opposition and make
it stronger. We need to
emerge from this congress
with a higher level of or-
ganisation, clearer targets
and more momentum,”
Ghaliun told AFDP.

The SNC is generally re-
garded as the main civilian
opposition coalition and
includes the local commit-
tees running protests in
Syria, the Muslim Brother-
hood as well as parties rep-
resenting the Kurdish and
Assyrian minorities.

However, announcing the
formation of the National
Alliance, Mohammad Bes-
sam Imadi, a former Syr-
ian ambassador to Sweden,
charged the SNC had “lost
contact with local revo-
lutionary movements in
Syria.”

Targeted measures

The Syrian opposition has
been pushing hard for the
UN Security Council to take
tough action against Damas-
cus after a European draft
that would have threatened
“targeted measures” against
regime figures was blocked
by Beijing and Moscow in
October.

The new text circulated
by Russia late on Thurs-
day still makes no mention
of sanctions but strongly
condemns the violence by
“all parties, including dis-
proportionate use of force
by Syrian authorities,” ac-
cording to a copy obtained
by AFP.
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Syrians cry for
Arab action

Mass rallies demand quliick League response

DAMASCUS — Hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrians protested nine
months into their uprising on Fri-
day, demanding the Arab League
hasten its response to a bloody
crackdown on dissent, activists
said.

The protests came after Russia, a
longtime ally of embattled Presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad, drew a
guarded response from Western
governments to signs of toughen-
ing its stance on Syria at the UN
Security Council.

Tunisian President Moncef Mar-
zouki told France 24 he opposes
foreign intervention in Syria — re-
flecting the position of Russia and
China.

The Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said more than
200,000 protested in the besieged
central city of Homs alone, venting
their frustration at the Arab League
for postponing a meeting on Syria
scheduled for today.

It also said at least six civilians
were shot dead by security forces in
Homs. A seventh person, wounded
at dawn in Daraa province, cradle
of the anti-regime dissent, also
died of his wounds.

“More than 200,000 demon-
strators came out in several neigh-
bourhoods of the city after Friday
prayers,” the Britain-based group
said.

Demonstrators also took to the
streets of Damascus and the pro-
test hubs of Daraa, Deir Ezzor and
Hama, according to the Local Co-
ordination Committees (LCC),
which organises the protests.

Organisers had urged protesters
to press the 22-member Arab bloc

> CAIRO CLASHESKILL2

A protester throws stones at army soldiers inside a ministry
building after setting fire to a police booth during clashes

in Cairo on Friday. At least two people were killed as
demonstrators clashed with troops wielding truncheons and
electric prods in Cairo in the worst violence since the start of
Egypt’s first free election in six decades. — Reuters.

> SEE ALSO PAGE 18

over its postponement of the emer-
gency foreign ministers’ meeting to
give more time for Damascus to
agree to a deal to end the blood-
shed to avoid sanctions.

They had set the slogan for the
protests as: “The Arab League is
killing us — enough deadlines.”

On November 27, the Arab bloc
approved a package of sanctions
against Damascus after it failed to

meet a deadline to agree to an ob-
server mission to monitor imple-
mentation of an Arab plan to pro-
tect Syrian civilians.

A League taskforce chaired by
Qatar will gather in Doha today
with delegates from Egypt, Algeria,
Sudan and Oman, the bloc’s No2
Ahmed Ben Helli said. — AFP

> SEE ALSOEDIT
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Moscow's Syrian surprise

Russia’s resolution on Syria at the Security Council has indeed taken many
by surprise. While the Russian resolution lacks punch in terms of condemna-
tion and call for stricter deterrent measures against President Bashar Al As-
sad’s regime, it does mark a change in the country’s policy vis-a-vis the Syr-
1an crisis. For one Russia has chosen the Security Council venue signifying
the need for the most powerful council within the United Nations to address
the ongoing turmoil gripping Syria since months. If the intent was to deliver
a strong message to Assad that allied Russia may be getting fed up of his use
of brutal means to quell civilian protests and his obvious inability to contain
the crisis. Things are bad in Syria. The UN has estimated at least 5,000
deaths since the start of the protests earlier this year. And now with civil war
looming large as government forces battle it out with defecting units and
ethnic-religious groups are forced to choose sides, Damascus continues to
deny any responsibility.

Though Western states have criticised the Russian proposal for not even
mentioning sanctions, it does even as admitted by them offer an opportu-
nity to strengthen the terms. At least Russia taking note of the Syrian govern-
ment’s use of disproportionate

force and “suppression of those - Continued pressure

exercising their rights to freedom

of expression, peaceful assembly MaAY succeed in
and association” does signify dis- h altlng Assad’s brutal

pleasure and impatience. It also

putsadditional pressure on Assad  IMeans to muzzle the
who 1s now facing regional isola-

tion having been suspended from movement

the Arab League and also finan-

cial sanctions. Damascus had been counting on China and Russia to veto
any Security Council Resolution as witnessed earlier in October. However,
the continued violence has sparked fears of the strife spilling over the bor-
ders and triggering a regional confrontation, something even China and
Russia would not like to see. At the same time that does not mean that both
Moscow and Bejjing would support any military intervention. This is some-
thing Russia has clearly stated even now as it circulated its own resolution.
Besides, another contention in the Russian draft is the call for all sides in-
cluding the opposition to halt violence. Many Western states do not share
this view — debatable at this juncture since defecting forces are now fighting
from the opposition’s side. In any case the development is positive and fur-
ther pressure on Damascus may yield at least some breakthrough, given how
fast Assad is losing all options.

Voltairenet.org
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The National (EAU / UAE)

200,000 fill
streets to
rally against
Syriaregime

Biggeét prdtest since July

At least four killed by security forces but
activists fear the death toll is closer to 14

Phil Sands

Foreign Correspondent

DAMASCUS // Syrian protesters
held their largest anti-regime
demonstrations in months yes-
with 200,000 taking to the
ccording to op-

position activists,

A heavy security presence and
army chec kpnlms preventing free
movement meant protesters could
not gatherinasingle, central area.
ad, opposition figures in
said neighbourhoods had
held separate demonstrations
as residents left mosques follow-
ing Friday prayers, each involving
thousands of people.

The scale of protests cannot be
independently verified but foot-
age on satellite news channels,
apparently broadcast live from
Homs, a key centre of the nine-
month-old uprising, indicated
that significant demonstrations
were taking place.

The last time activists were able
to stage such huge protestswasin
July, when more than 500,000 peo-
ple weresaid to have taken part in
anti-regime rallies in Hama, an-
other central Syrian city.

A military assault at the end of
July puta swpl(nmh large-scale,
open public dissent there.

Oppositior
that Homs ma;
fate, with warnings thata build-up
of troops and security forces may
heralda planned attack.

Protests in Homs have been
protected from attack by armed
guards, mainly residents and
army defectors carrying small
arms, activists say.

But there have also been grow ing
signs thatawaris underway in the
, one already stained by sectar-
ian bloodshed between the Sunni
ority and Alawite minority.
ria’s president, Bashar Al As-
sa(l and the main figures in his
ircle are all Alawites.
overnment media denied
ists had taken to the
streets in Homs on Friday, with
the correspondent for Al Dounia
television suggesting that oppo-
sition groups had hmll a film set-
style mock-up portraying areas of
lhcul\ in Qatar, from where they
acted out fabricated rallies.

Syrian officials have repeatedly
accused Qatar and G tates of
stoking the uprising as part of an

The Arab League’s
working group on
Syria meets today

effort to overthrow Mr Al Assad
in pursuit of an agenda driven by
America and Israel.

At least four people were killed
by security forces nationwide yes-
terday, according to human rights
groups, although some activists
said the actual numberwas 14.

It can take days for casualty fig-
ures to seep through and they re-
main asubject of much dispu

Last weck the UN human rights
commission said more than 5,000
people had been killed by the se-
curity services since Marchas part
of a “systematic” campaign of
violence intended to crush largely
peaceful anti-regime protests.

Mr Al Assad has dismissed such
figures, saying thatabout 1,000 se-
curity personnel had been killed
by “terrorists”, who were also re-
sponsible for civilian casualties.

Sana, the official state news agen-
¢y, made no mention of ¢i
deaths yesterday, but said security
forces had killed members of an

“armed terrorist gang” in Deraa,
lhcwullurnpmnnu-m\\lmhllw
uprising began in March.

The latest protests came after
Russia proposed the text for a
draft UN Security Council resolu-
tion that was more critical of its
ally Damascus than a pervious ver-
sion, suggesting Moscow could be
toughening its stance,

Under the new text, Russia con-
demned violence by all parties
and ruled out foreign interven-
tion, as it had done previously, but
specifically referred to the “dis-
proportionate use of force by the
Syrian authorities”,

1t also called on the
thorities to “put an end to sup-
pression of those exercising their
rights to freedom of expression,
peaceful assembly and associa
tion™.

,\“urdu\;, to Russian news agen-
cies, the Syrian vice president,
Faruq Al Shara, arrived in Moscow
yesterday for talks.

) hc Arab L cague’s working group
due to meetin Doha to-
a planned meeting of re-
gional foreign ministers to discuss
aleague peace plan was indefinite-
Iy postponed.

The Arab League unpnwd eco-
nomic sanctions S
cus last month after it failed to
implementanagreed programme
designed to end the erisis.

Since then, Syria has said it
would grant access forindepend-
entmonitors but with caveats that
:\mb ufl: Is refused toaccept.
ian Observatory for Hu-
man klglu . based in London,
said protesters yesterday vented
their frustration at the league for
the postponed meeting.

t the slogan for the
he Arab League is
killing us - enough deadlines.”

Syrian au-

i psands@thenational.ae
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Today’s Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

Turkish banks freeze $500 miln
belonging to President Assad

Turkish banks have frozen roughly $500

million in bank accounts belonging to Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad, the first measure
in Turkey’s newly announced sanctions against
the embattled Damascus regime.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry announced
the freeze on Wednesday, stating that it came
into effect after a series of meetings between
the Foreign Ministry, the Finance Ministry’s
Financial Crimes Investigation Board (MA-
SAK) and the Banking Regulation and Super-
vision Agency (BDDK).

Along with the $500 million in the Syrian
president’s personal accounts, banks also plan
to freeze an estimated $150 million which Syr-
ian state banks are currently holding in their

Turkish counterparts.

Turkish authorities first announced their
willingness to consider a bank freeze in early
October, and cited the regime’s continued re-
fusal to halt anti-protester violence as reason
for this week’s decision.

The measure comes as part of a decision by
the Arab League and Turkey in late November
to enact comprehensive sanctions against busi-
nesses close to the regime. It was the first time
the Arab League had agreed to impose sanc-
tions on one of its own members. Foreign Min-
ister Ahmet Davutoglu said of the sanctions in
early December that thev signaled the “end of
the road” for any further negotiations between
Ankara and Damascus. istanbul Today's Zaman
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Un épais brouillard

entre Moscou et Damas
« Imbroglio total autour vl‘ n ?.é‘{'\

d’une éventuelle visite

3 "\.5' ?Q'("'LM —1345 :.l}..
de Chareh en Russie ‘ Qf\"'* lq'.«".‘ ”i%v& ey 1% \'{

A f‘#--] "?&;{l? : “ -
* Paris critique s"s - Y
Iadémarche russe 2 TONU ‘
et parle de « manceuvre »
* Lopposition réunie
pour trois jours a Tunis
Page 11 Plus de 200 D00 personnes ont manifeste hier dans la ville martyr de Homs. e
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Lebanon / Liban)

Plus de 4 500 réfugiés syriens

au Liban

Plus de 4 500 Syriens ont ful
Ia répression sanglante de la
contestation dans leur ]Jays

se réfugler zu Liban,
dont plusleurs centalnes lors
des deux demléres semalnes,
a Indiqué hler TONU.

Selon un nmpport du
Haut-Commissariat des Na-
tions unles les réfuglés
(HCR), 4510 ns sont
désormals enregistrés dans

le nord du alors qu'lls
étalent 3 798 au début de dé-

cembre. La majorité des Sy-
rlens qui ont ful ces deux der-
nléres semalnes viennent de
Homs et Tall Kalakh, deux
réglons proches de la fron-
tiére entre Liban et Syrle, o
les forces du régime tentent
d'étouffer s neuf mols
la contestation ap-
mau du président

el-Assad.

Une grande de ces
réfuglés se sont Installés chez
des «familles d'accuell »

dzns des v frontallers
ou dans la mohafazat du

Mﬁ%" allle
jotons urs que
dix-neuf g;'!nens blessés,

dont une fillette de 11 ans,
ont été hospitalisés dans
le nord du 2n durant la
semalne écoulée, a1 ajouté
la méme source. « Plusleurs
étalent dans le coma 1 leur
arrivée dans les hopltaux et
une personne 2 succombé. »

Dons italiens de kits médicaux

La ministére italien des
AHairas étrangéres a foit
don hier do dix-sopt tonnes
da kits médicoux d'urgence
Liban.

Uaide, d’una valaur totala
da 200 000 dollars, o &é
acheminéa & bord d'un
avion-cargo A-300 en
provanance d'un dépdt des
Nations unias & Brindisi, en
Halie.

U'aide sera distribuée, gréce
aux offorts conjoints do
I'UNHCR of du Hout Comité
da secours, aux centras
médico-socioux ou Akkar.
Par aillours, I'italia a foit
don de groupes Slactro-
génes i cternas d’eau,
da couvertures of d'outras
articlas deo soins primaires
dans lo but d’améliorar

les intervantions d'urgence
dans le nord du Liban.
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Que se passe-t-il entre Moscou

et Damas ?
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The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)

Nearly 5,000 Syrian refugees in north Lebanon

BEIRUT/TRIPOLL: The number of
isered Syrian efugees in northem
on hasnearly reached the highs of
il, which ssw an influx of some

5000 displaced cross the border.

The UN. High Commissioner for
Refugees said Friday thst there are
now 4510 Syrizns registered with the
agency and with Lebenon's Higher
Relief Committee in the north of the
country, up 238 from last week.

“Only 2 few of this additional num-
ber represent newly srrived persons.”
the report added. “The vast msjority are
those who had crossed into on

eadier but only recently approached
our office.”

The U.N. szys over 5000 le
have now bems‘{ilbdinSyria'sm&
ing unrest,
refugees fleaing © Lebanon

have been pursued by Syrien -
UNHCR szid “an sdditions] 19 wound-
ad parsons were refened © hospitsk in
the north this week including an 11-
year-old girl. Several were in & coms
when they resched the hospitels and one
person reportedly died fom injuries ™

According to UNHCR estimstes,
“over 100 wounded Syrians have been
trested in variow hospitals in Lebanon
since the beginning of the influx ”

The report says that registration
permits that the [JZhnese ;:%mnnm
agread © Bsue © the refugees have
been delsyed. "

“The certificates sre & mesans to
show that the person & someone who
s registered with UNHCR and the
HRC and is aimad © prevent frand and
facilitate sccess to neaded services”
the UNHCR ssid.

tion was expressed this
week m some quarers, s it was
believed that the regiswration centifi-
caes conveyed rights © residency —
which they do net.” it added.

In Tripoli Friday, Syrien refogees
who were injured b);dgmfre while
pro®esting aginst Assad's government
participated in the weekly demonstra-

Aid from Italy arrives at Rafik Hariri Intemational Alrport in Barut

tion staged in s of the uprising.
Sevenlu8 hun esidents qmd ‘ine
neighborhood of Qibbeh took © the
street following noon pezyers and were
Jad by 2 mmber of refugess. including
young people and children, who were
injured fire e foroes
vﬁepmumby sminSyl?’ia leter teat-
edin hospitsls in north Lebanon.
Delivering Friday's sermon at
Hamza Mosque, Sheikh Zakeris Mas-
ri condemned the Syrizn regime's bru-
telity agsinstits people, calling it worse

then [srsel’s reatmentof Palestiniens.

Masi ssid that like the Syrian
regime, which is miskeading the world
by saying armed gangs sre targeting
the Syrian people, Hezbollsh slso mis-
led the Lebanese when it claimed that
the resistancelibersted south Lebanon
in 2000, when in fact, sccording to
Masri | itcame shout thanks © 2 secret
agreement between Iran and he U S.

The Ttslisn Embassy in Beimut
announced Friday that Ttzly had sent
17 tons of humsanitartan aid. worth

Voltairenet.org

$200 000, o sssistthe refugees.

The items include medical kits,
power generators, blankets and water.

The cargo plane carrying the =id &
being sent by the Itelisn Development
Cooperation, following =n al by
the opposition Syrien National Coun-
cil President Burhen Ghalioun.

The goods arrived at Beirt's sirport,
where ItaliznF oreign Ministry officiak
hended them over 1o the UNHCR and
the Lebanese government. — Ansine
Amrieh, withThe Daily Saar
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Turkey: Syria to
lose more than

$100 million in
transport revenue

By Ibon Villelabeitia
Reuters

ANKARA: Turkeysaid Friday that Syr-
ia would lose maore than $100 million a
year in transport revenues as Ankara
finds alternati ve routes to export goods
to the Middle East and Gulf.

Turkey is still rading with its neigh-
bor but has sought new trade routes to
the Middle East since relations with
Damascus worsened. They broke down
following Ankara’s increased criticism
of President Bashar Assad over his
crackdown on a popular upnising that
began in March.

‘It will be Syria who loses in this
process of introducing alternative trade
routes,.” the Turkish Economy Min-
istry said in a statement.

It said it had finalized talks to start
exporting goods to E via sea in
Janpltx,axy %mgd from d\egrzp:werhnd to
the Gulf.

Turkish trucks will go by ship to
Egypt and use its Nuweiba port to
trade with Jordan and Safaga port to
trade with Saudi Arabia. Turkey said
it was also studying other routes.

“After alternative trade routes start
operating, Syria's loss in transporta-
tlj()m revgnu&)sm will be over Sl(ﬁo mil-
lion per year.”

Syria will lose “in this
process of introducing
alternative trade routes’

It calculated this based on the
46,000 Turkish trucks that passed
through Syria in 2010, with Syri
charg%sh peryTu'u:)ck of $2,135. =

Turkish truck drivers who retumn
from Syria have described chaos on
the road to Homs, a center of opposi-
tion to government forces, saglg they
were sometimes caught in the cross-
fire and saw bodies lying by the road
and bumed-out military vehicles.

They have complamed of being
singled out by Syrian state forces
because of Ankara’s tough stance
toward Damascus.

Muslim Turkey, a rising economic
and political power in the Middle East,
was one of Syria’s closest regional
allies and Turkish Prime Minister
Tayyip Erdogan built a strong rapport
wit d.

But as the violence worsened and
Assad ignored Erdogan’s advice to
halt the crackdown and make urgent
reforms, relations tumed frosty and
Erdogan has bluntly told Assad he
should quit.

Earlier this month, non-ArabTurkey
followed amove by the Arab League to
impose sanctions on Syria which it said
would target the government, including
freezing state assets, banning en
senior gfﬁcials and suspendilg m
cial transactions. Syria responded by
suspending a bilateral free-trade agree-
muxand %mposing a 30 percent tariff
on all Turkish imports and prohibitive
duties on fuel and freight.

Turkey was a major trading partner
for Syria with bilateral trade last year
totaling about $2.5 billion.
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