Al Qaeda sets up rear base in
Lebanon

SYRIA PRESS REVIEW #11
December 21, 2011

The Western media accuses Syria of playing a double game: on the one hand, it
agrees to open its doors to the Arab League observers and, on the other, it won’t
end the repression. Newspapers have echoed without any verification the
accusations made by the OSDH (the London office of the Syrian Muslim
Brotherhood), referring to the execution of numerous deserters.

The adoption of a law extending the death penalty to arms trafficking, and not just
to those guilty of blood crimes, is portrayed in the West and the Gulf as a law
condemning to death those citizens who demonstrate peacefully against the
government.

The Gulf press focuses on the order issued by the heads of the Gulf states to Syria (to
stop the killing machine!) and to Iran (mind your own business!), which shows by
contrast that the conflict is already regional.

e The French papers are alluding more and more often to a Syrian expert living
in Paris: Salam Kawakibi. He is presented as a researcher at the Arab Reform
Initiative, shrouding the fact that he is the deputy to Bassma Kodmani, the
spokesman of the Syrian National Council.

« It seems that all the reports on the Free Syrian Army that have come out in the
past month originated from the same village, purported to be on Syrian territory
next to the Turkish border. All correspondents who visited the area had to pass
through a Turkish government office acting as a tour operator.

e According to the Beirut Daily Star, Lebanese army Chief of Staff General Jean
Kahwagi said that many of the alleged Syrian refugees who have clustered in the
Lebanese village of Arsal, are actually Al-Qaida fighters. General Kahwagi sought
the approval of the Lebanese Council of Ministers to intervene before the
country finds itself in a position comparable to that of Nahr el-Bared (where the
army lost 163 men in 2007).

Voltairenet.org



Le Monde (France)

Le régime syrien tente de faire diversion

Alors que Damas a accepté la venue d'observateurs arabes, la répression s’accentue contre I opposition au régime
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Le Parisien - Aujourd’hui en France
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ABC (Espagne / Spain)

Mas de 250 muertos en tres dias
de enfrentamientos en Siria

»Unos cien desertores
resultaron muertos o
heridos ayer en
choques con el Ejército

DANIEL IRIARTE

Laofensivalanzada por el Ejército si-
rio en el noroeste del pais para recu-
perarlas zonas bajo control de los re-
beldes esta provocando las jornadas
mas sangrientas desde el inicio de la
revuelta contra el presidente Bashar
al Assad. Al menos dos centenares de

personas han muerto en los dos alti-
mos dias en los combates entre las
Fuerzas Armadas v los insurgentes
del Ejército Sirio Libre y en la repre-
sion de las protestas en todo el pais.

Mas de selenta soldados rebeldes
han sido abatidos por el Ejército en
Yebel Zawi, en la provincia de Idlib,
fronteriza con Turquia, segin Rami
Abdel Rahman, del Observatorio Si-
riode Derechos Humanos. Otras cua-
renta y ocho personas murieron en el
restodel paisel lunes, de acuerdocon
estas mismas fuentes.

Ayer se produjeron de nuevo va-
rias decenas de victimas en [dlib y
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Homs. Al menos 50 personas murie-
ron en todo el pais, incluidos catorce
miembros de las fuerzas de seguri-
dad de Al Assad, que sufrieron una
emboscada en Deraa, segun el Obser-
vatorio Sirio de Derechos Humanos.
Este organismo con base en el Reino
Unido senalo que 24 civiles murieron
en la provincia de Idlib y 9 en Homs,
asicomo que un centenar de deserto-
res resultaron muertos o heridos en
choques con €l Ejército en Idleb, in-
formaron Reuters y France Presse.

Intensos combates tuvieron lugar
enlaslocalidades de Baliun y Mozara.
La Liga Arabe anuncié el envio inme-
diato de una avanzadilla de observa-
dores para intentar controlarla esca-
lada de violencia, para abrir el cami-
no a una mision completa en las
proximas semanas, « Estaran alli an-
tes del final de la semana que viene»,
declard el secretario general del orga-
nismo, Nabil Al Arabi. «Es la primera
mision de este tipo desde que se esta-
blecid la Liga en 1945», anadio.

Por su parte, Al Assad firméunaley
que impone la pena de muerte para
aquellos que «provean de armas» a los
«terroristas» o ayuden a hacerlo. La
medida esta dirigida especialmente a
los habitantes de las regiones fronteri-
zascon Libano y Jordania, que en mu-
chos casos se dedican al contrabando
de armas cortas de las que se nutre el
Ejército Sirio Libre.
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)
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La Vanguardia (Espagne / Spain)

Escaramuzas, miedo y muerte en el desdibujado territorio bajo el ‘control’ del Ejército Libre Sirio

Un pais que nace en la niebla

RICARD GARCIA VILANOVA
Ja‘bal Zauiya. Servicio especial

n la frontera entre Si-

ria y Turquia existe

un grupo de francoti-

radores iranies que

trabajan para el Go-
bierno de Bashar el Asad vy que
tienen como mision matar todo
lo que se mueve. Es una zona don-
de se libra una batalla invisible,
una zona que permite el abaste
miento de todo tipo de cosas y
que mueve el flujo de informa-
ci6én hacia el exterior.

“Esto no es Iraq ni Libia, esto
es otra cosa. Mueren cada dia
mas de treinta personas, asi que...
Bienvenidos a Turquia, pero to-
maros vuestro tiempo, dos o tres
dias, decidir si queréis en-
trar en Siria. Os pueden matar”.
Asi se nos presenta nuestro con-
tacto con lared que nos vaa intro-
ducir ilegalmente en el pais. Nos
ensena videos de heridos y muer-
v de los guardianes de la revo-
lucion, unos tipos con pinta de
matones inyectados en anaboli-
zantes que aman los coches de lu-
jo v las armas.

Quedamos al dia siguiente, con
bolsas ya preparadas para el
Nuestro contacto aparece
con cara circunspecta: “Han ma-
tado a las dos mulas que tenian
que entrarnos v hemos perdido
la ruta. Ahora, relax, no creo que
se pueda hacer de momento”.

Después de unos dias mis, con-
seguimos una fecha de entrada y
cruzamos la frontera. Nos llevan
a una casa donde esperamos a
que anochezca para nuestra
proxima etapa. Atravesamos va-
rios pueblos, hasta que llegamos
a nuestro destino. Un pequefio
partamento. Su propietario nos
muestra el impacto en la pared
del comedor que hicieron unos
francotiradores durante una ma-
nifestacion. Abre la ventana y di-
ce cuchad”. Se oye el clamor
de una protesta. “Antes dispara-
ban a la gente, ahora nos dejan
gritar”. ;Podemos ir? “No es segu-
ro. Siven aalguien con una cama-
ra le dispararin a la cabeza”. Nos
sirven una copiosa cena y nos di-
cen: “Os despertaremos a las cua-
tro”.

Atravesamos la ciudad. Plena
oscuridad y silencio, rodeados de
una densa niebla y frio. De la na-
da surgen cuatro hombres arma-
dos con AK-47. “Somos del Ejér-

cito Libre Sirio”. Aparece un co-
che a toda velocidad que nos lle-
vard a nuestro préximo punto de
encuentro, una pequeia casa en
la que estaremos dos dias mas es-
perando. Nuestro siguiente paso
es mas seguro que los anteriores,
porque esta vez llevamos una mo-
to que nos abre paso, aunque vol-
vemos a cruzar territorio contro-
lado por tropas de El Asad.
“Ahoray s seguros. Bien-
venidos a los territorios libera-

dos”. Acabamos de entrar en Ja-
bal Zauiya. Eso significa que el
reito Libre Sirio (ELS) estd
presente. Preguntamos de qué
disponen si vienen los tanques.
“Ald estd con nosotros”.

Lo cierto es que las fuerzas de
El Asad siguen presentes en lami-
tad de los pueblos de la provincia
de Idlib. El ELS dispone de un ar-
senal pequeno, basado en fusiles
AK-47 y algunos lanzagranadas
del tipo RPG, pero el arma mis

metros sobre las cabezas de la
manifestantes. Lejos de
una estampida, se limitan a di
ver la marcha de forma pausada.
“Tenemos que cambiaros de
Estin entrando, Si os encuen-
tran aqui os mataran”, nos dicen
los activistas.

Nos despiertan en medio de la
noche. Acaban de matar a una
persona y otra ha
gravedad. Nos llevan al tinico hos-
pital que funciona en todo el pais

[e}

RICARD CARCIA VILANOVA

Milicianos del Ejército Libre Sirio, en la zona montaiiosa de Jabal Zauiya, cerca de la frontera turca

OFENSIVA EN IDLIB

Matanza
de desertores

= Al menos 23 personas
murieron ayer en la pro-
vincia de Idlib, junto a la
frontera turca, donde las
tropas de Bashar el Asad
han lanzado una ofensiva
contra las bases del Ejér-
cito Libre Sirio. El lunes,
un centenar de soldados
desertores resultaron
muertos o heridos, segtn
el Observatorio Sirio de
Derechos Humanos.

poderosa con que cuentan es la
informacion, y esa es la que tra-
tan de gestionar con la entrada
de periodistas occidentales.

Hay una manifestacion. Llega-
mos a la plaza de la ciudad de Eb-
dita. “Por favor, intenta tomar so-
lo imdgenes de nifios, o de adul-
tos que acepten”, me dicen repeti-
das veces. Son conscientes de
que con s imdgenes pueden
ser identificados, ya que las tro-
pas se encuentrana apenasun kl-
lometro de la ciudad y en cual-
quier momento pueden entrar.

Subimos al tejado de un edifi-
cio. “Agachaos porque os pueden
disparar los francotiradores”. De
repente, varias rafagas con balas
trazadoras pasan a unos pocos

bajo el mando del ELS. S6lo tiene
tres habitaciones. Se encuentra
en la ciudad de Kam Safra, y em-
pieza a notar la carencia de sumi-
nistros médicos.

Han pasado once meses desde
el inicio de la revolucion en Siria,
desde la primera de las manifesta-
ciones -el 26 de enero-, que si-
guen a dia de hoy con la misma
fuerza y espiritu, a pesar de que
al castigado pueblo sirio se le su-
ma un nuevo problema. El racio-
namiento y la inflacion. Ya se ven
largas colas en tiendas de produc-
tos de primera necesidad. Ya se
empieza a notar la falta de com-
bustible y la casi total ausencia
del preciado mazut (gaséleo) que
alimenta las estufas de los hoga-
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res mds modestos. También hay
cortes de electricidad di:
menudo las comunicaciones tele-
fonicas se interrumpen durante
dias. Los viernes es cuando las
manifestaciones son multitudina-
rias. Gobierno envia tropas
que se van moviendo de ciudad
en ciudad con 6rdenes de dispa-
rar a matar. Los soldados que se
niegan a acatarlas son torturados
vejecutados. Los que logran esca-
par son parte de los integrantes
del incipiente ELS, que apenas
dispone de armas. Eso es justa-
mente lo que piden al mundo, lo
mmno que hicieron los rebeldes
jos: armas y una zona de ex-

Al dia siguiente asistimos a un
pequeno movimiento de tropa
La ciudad de Kafar Nablo es
siendo atacada. Hay una gran co-
lumna de humo negro. Los solda-
dos se despliegan alrededor del

“Por favor, intenta
tomar so6lo imagenes
de nifos, o de adultos
que acepten”, piden
unay otra vez

acceso de la carretera, en la ciu-
dad de Hezarin. Avanzan unos
500 metros y después de unos po-
cos disparos se repliegan.

La escena es surrealista. Siete
personas metidas en un coche de
cualquier manera, cruzando terri-
torio ocupado por las tropas. Ca-
si podria ser el inicio de una deli-
rante comedia, pero cuando es-
ds en un camino en el que no se
ve ni un alma, sélo adornado por
la luz que emite el vehiculo, y el
tipo que se supone sabe lo que ha-
ce se pone arezar, quizas la pro
ma curva es la ultima, y la come-
dia puede derivar en tragedia. Es
el mismo coche en el que, dias
atras, unos soldados de un con-
trol nos detuvieron un instante,
para después dejarnos pasar co-
mo si fuera de lo méds normal que
uno circule a las cuatro de la ma-
drugada en una ciudad sin ape-
nas vehiculos y con destino a no
se sabe donde. Es la misma ciu-
dad que atravesaremos a pie du-
rante treinta minutos mientras to-
das las miradas de la gente con
que nos cruzamos se clavan en
nosotros.e
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Publico (Portugal)

Siria condenara
a morte quem
der armas a
“terroristas”

® O Presidente sirio, Bashar al-Assad,
assinou ontem uma lei impondo a pe-
na de morte a qualquer pessoa que
forneca armas a “terroristas”. A me-
dida entra em vigor um dia depois de
o regime de Damasco ter assinado um
acordo prometendo retirar os militares
das cidades e permitir a entrada de ob-
servadores e jornalistas estrangeiros.

O secretario-geral da Liga Arabe,
Nabil al-Arabi, afirmou que os cerca
de 150 observadores internacionais
poderao estar no terreno antes do fi-
nal do ano.

Enquanto isso, a violéncia conti-
nuou: ontem terao morrido 47 pes-
soas na provincia de Idlib, incluindo
14 membros das forcas leais a Assad,
segundo o Observatorio Sirio de Direi-
tos Humanos, organizacao com sede
em Londres. Na véspera, houve relatos
de que militares mataram a tiro entre
60 a 70 outros militares que tentavam
desertar na mesma provincia.
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Erste Beobachter am Donnerstag nach Syrien?

Auchwenn imwischen eiizelne Journalis-
ten nach Syrien gelassen worden sind,
dringen Nachrichten noch immer muar
bruchstidckhaft und unklar aus dem Land.
Die Scldaten auf unserem Bild, das angeb-
lich in den StraSen der sidsyrischen
Stade Daraa aufgenommen wurde und am
Montagabend auf einem Internetportal er-
schienen ist, zeigt Soldaten — ob sie zur sy-
rischen Armee gehoeen oder desertiert
sind, ist micht bekannt.

Mehr Klarbeit sollen Beobachter der
Arabischen Liga bringen, deren Entsen-
dung Syrien am Montag nach kangem Hin
und Her zugestimmt hat Die Liga t=ilte
mit, erste Beobadhter sollten am Donners-
tag mach Syrien reisen. Dem Team sollen

Fachleute firr Sicherheit, Racht und Ver-
waltung ang=horen. Spiter sollen Exper-
ten fiir Menschenrechie folgen. Der Gene-
ralsekeetir der Arabischen Liga, Nabil al
Arabi, sagie der Nachrichtenagentur Reu-
ters, er konne mit eimiger Sicherheit,
wenmn auch micht mit Bestimmtheit sagen,
dass bis Ende kommender Woche alle Be-
obachter in Syrien sein werden.

Nach Angaben von Aktivisten geht die
syrische Fihrung weiker mit Harte grpen
Soldaten vor, die zur Protestbewegung
oberlaufen. Bei neuen Vorfallen seien in
der Provinz Idlib am Dienstag rund hun-
dert Deserteure peiotet oder verletzt wor-
den, berichiete die syrische Beobach-
tungssielle fiir Menschenrechte in Lon-

don. Im Somame r hatte sich ein Verbund
von Deserteuren der syrischen Armee g
grimndet, der mit dem oppositionellen syri-
schen Nationalmt zusamme narbeitet.
Nach Schiatzungen der Veminten Natio-
nen sind seit Mizz mindesiens 5000 Men-
schen getteet worden.

Sana meldete am Dienstag, die Lisferung
von Waflen, mit denen terrocistische Ta-
ten” begangsn wirden, kinne einem neu-
en Oesetz zufolge mit dem Tode bestraft
werden. Demnach stehen auf Waffenhan-
del und -schmuggel Haftstrafe n von min-
destens 15 Jahmen. Wer wissentlich Waf-
fen an die Rebellen Befert, soll kimmftig
zum Tode verurteilt werden. (FAZ.)

.Iran und Russland miissen Assad stoppen™
Libanesischer Drusenfiithrer Dschumblatt riickt trotz Koalition mit Hizbullah von Syrien ab

mrb. BEIRUT, 20. Dezember. Der libane-
sische Drusenfitheer Wakid Dschumblatt
hat Imn und Russland aufgefordert, Sy-
riens Prasidenten Baschar al Assad zum
Ricktritt zu bewegen. Er kann so micht
weitermachen®, sugte der Vorsitzende der
Sozialistischen Fortschrittsparted  (PSP)
dicser Zeitung, Angesichts von mehr als
5000 Toten habe Assad offenbar jeden
Kontakt zur Realitit vedoren®. Die -
pnpk’nmg.\w:lde die jemenitische Op-
mit demn jememitischen Prasiden-
ten Al Abdllhh Sakih Ende Nowmber
vereinbart hatte, bezeichnete Dschum-
biatt als maghiches Szenario fiirein Abtre-
ten Assads, der sich seit zehn Monaten
Massenprotesten ausgesetzt sicht Salih
und seinen Angehorigen war Straffreiheit
zugesichert worden. Die Emnrichtung ei-
ner Schutzzone, wie sie Teile der syri-
schen Opposition fordern, lehnte Dschum-
biatt dagepen ab:  Innerhalb Sy riens koon-
te das zueiner auslindischen Militarinter-
vention fithren, was die Lage firr die Beval-
kerung nur weiter komplizieren wirde.
Dschumblatt hatte Assad zuletzt im
Juni in Damaskus besucht und '
versucht, ihn zu Reformen zu bewegen.
och glaube, wir haben eine Phae er-
reicht, in der es unmdglich grworden ist,
Reformen unzusetzen”, sagte der ibanesi-
sdleiﬁbrjem.Z'tlmfsgesnmnein.
mit Hilfe von  Syriens letzten Freunden

Russland und [ran® einen friedlichen
Kompromiss® zu finden, durch den ein
Mehrparteiensystem errichtet wird®. Er
komne sich nicht vorstellen, dass das unter
des Baath-Regimes moghich sei:
<Das Schicksal Syriens ist viel wichtiger
als das Schicksal Assads.”
Bis 2008 war Dschumblatt einer der
n:im'fsullﬂ:memchm Kritiker Assads;

auf syrischen Be-
fehl hin ermordet
worden. Nach dem
Stegder von Syrien
und [ran unierstitz -
ten Hizbullsh im
Kleinkrieg um Bei-
rut i Mas 2008 lei-
tete der Drusenfih-
rer einen Seiten-
wechse] ein, der im Januar dieses Jahres
zum Sturz der Regierung des sunmitischen
Ministerprasidenten Saad Harin fithree.
Seitdem unterhilt er ein Bindnis mit dem
lah, Hassan Nasrallah, und dem christhi-
chen Vorstenden der Freien Patrioti-
schen Bewegung (FPM), Michel Aoun.
M:t den Stimmen von deren Parlamentsab-
geordneten wurde der sunnitische Hariri-
Rivale Nadschib Miqati Ende Januar zum

Waild Dschumbiatt
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Regierungschef gewihlt. Mit Beginn des
Aufstands pepgen Assad in Syrien im Marz
rackte Dschumblatt jedoch langsam wie-
der vom Regime in Damaskus ab.
Gegeniber dieser Zeitung kritisierte er
die anhalende Unterstitzung fir Assad
durch Aoun und Nasrallzh. Esistein Feh-
ler, weil sie die Mehrheit der Syrer vor den
Kopf stofien.” Zuletzt habe er im Novem-
ber versucht, Nasrallah dazu zu bewegen,
mabigend auf Assad eirzuwirken, jedoch
ohne Erfolg. Dschumblatt forderte die sy-
rische Opposition auf, auf die alawitische
Minderheit im Lande zuwzugehen, um wei-
teres BlutvergieBen zu verhindern. Rund
zehn Prozent der syrischen Bevalkerung
sind Alawiten, anch Assad und die meis-
ten Mitglieder seine r Fahrungsriepes geho-
mn zu der im neunten Jahriundert vom
Mehrheits-Schiitentum  abgespaltensn

Dschumblatt zeigle sich besorgt, dass
der zunchmend bewaffnet ausgetragene
Konflikt stirker konfessionelle Zig an-
nehmen konnte: Wir wollen nicht, dass
Syrien ein newer Libanon wird® Das lan-
g voa Syrien kontrollierte Land war 1975
in einen 15 Jahre dauernden Blargerkrieg
gerutscht, in dem sich christliche Milizen
und mit den Embeiten der Palistinensi-
schen Befreiungsorganisation (PLO) Jas-
sir Arafats verbundete linke sowie sunmiti-

sche Oruppierungen gegenaberstanden.
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Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Syria accused over mass
desertion attempt that
turned 1nto massacre

By Adrian Blomfield
Middle East Correspondent

SYRIAN forces have been accused of per-
petrating one of the deadliest massacres
of the country’s nine-month uprising
after scores of soldiers were mown down
by machine gun fire as they attempted a
mass desertion.

The breakout from an army base in
northern Syria could have been a pivotal
moment in the growing rebellion against
Bashar al-Assad, the country’s president.
Instead it ended in disaster.

Throwing down an unprecedented
challenge to his regime, hundreds of
soldiers at an encampment in Idlib prov-
ince made a desperate scramble for free-
dom on Monday. Their intention, accord-
ing to opposition forces, was to make a
dash for the Turkish border to join the
Syrian Free Army, a rebel force made up
of tellow defectors.

But the plan was either ill-judged or
loyalist forces too well-prepared.

As they ran, volley after volley of
machine gun fire was aimed at their
retreating backs. At least 70 were killed.

Those who managed to escape were
mercilessly hunted down yesterday. Loy-
alist soldiers swrrounded the deserters in

the countryside between two villages,
picking them off one by one in an intense
firefight that raged for much of the day.

“Atter clashes that broke out this morn-
ing with the regular army, 100 deserters
were besieged then killed or wounded
between the villages of Kafruwed and al-
Fatira,” the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights reported.

At least 40 civilians were also reported
killed across the country yesterday. The
army also surrounded dozens of civilians
and activists suspected of giving succour
to the deserters. The Observatory
appealed to the Arab League to intervene
to prevent a massacre.

An advance team of Arab League mon-
itors arrived in Damascus yesterday on a
mission to observe the Assad regime’s
implementation of a peace plan which
calls for the withdrawal of the Syrian
army to barracks and the launching of
negotiations with the opposition.

But Mr Assad’s government has shown
little inclination to end the violence. It
insists that the country is facing a rebel-
lion by “terrorist” groups taking their
orders from unspeci%led foreign powers.

More than 5,000 civilians have been
killed since the uprising began in March,
the vast majority unarmed protesters,
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according to human rights groups. But in
recent months, the government has also
faced growing armed resistance from
defectors within the armed forces who
have recoiled at the bloodshed they have
been asked to inflict.

The defectors have coalesced under the
command of Col Riad al-Asaad, a former
air force officer, who leads the Free Syrian
Army from a base along the Syrian-Turk-
ish border. The rebels claim to have more
than 10,000 fighters, a number many
observers say is probably exaggerated.

Even so, the group has shown itself to
be increasingly potent, launching a series
of ambushes on Syrian army convoys,
although this month it agreed to limit
itself to protecting civilians at the urging
of the country’s main opposition coali-
tion, the Syrian National Council.

The Assad regime has taken draconian
but effective measures to staunch the
flow of defections. According to opposi-
tion sources, battalions have been split
up in an effort to ensure that soldiers
from the same villages or towns do not
serve alongside each other.

Only strangers are allowed to share
barracks, while conversations in groups
are strictly prohibited. Soldiers have also
had their mobile phones confiscated.
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Syriabri
indeath

enalty for
opposition

State TV announces punishment on day
that 100 die in clashes with regime troops

By CATRINA STEWART
In a new development in Syria’s upris-
ing, the Assad regime hasintroduced a
law recommending the death penalty
for anyone found arming “terrorists”.
State-runtelevisionannounced the edict
ashuman rightsagenciessaid morethan
100 people, mostly defecting soldiers,
were Killed on Monday in the bloodiest
day so far in nine months of protest.
President Basharal-Assad, facingin-
ternational condemnation for his bru-
tal crackdownonoppositiontohisrule,
hasaccused demonstrators of being for-
eign-backed “armed terrorists”, and not
the peaceful protestersthat the West and
human rights organisationssay theyare.
Theuprising hasbecome increasing-
ly violentin recent monthsasthousands
of army defectors have joined the Free

WALID
MOALLEM
The Foreign
Minister said the
observers would
be free to move
around Syria

Syrian Army, successfully mounting
attacks on regime targets, tipping the
country closer to full-blown civil war.

Besides imposing the death penalty
on “terrorists” and those who supply
weapons, the law saysthose involved in
arms smuggling “for profit or to carry
out acts of terrorism” will face life im-
prisonment and hard labour.

Thetougher measurescomejust hours
after Damascusended weeks of prevar-
icationand agreed toallow international
observerstooverseeimplementation of
anArab League peace planaimed at halt-
ing the violence that has Killed more
than 5,000 peoplesince March, accord-
ing to United Nations estimates.

On Monday, security forces gunned
downarmy desertersinthe north-west-
ern province of Idlib, near the Turkish
border, killingmore than 60 people, ac-
cording to the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights. It said that more than

40 civilians had been killed elsewhere
inthe country during house raids, ar-
restsand clashes with the Syrianarmy.

There werealso reports of deadly clash-
esinthesameareayesterday, the Syrian
Observatory reporting that security
forceskilled23civiliansinIdliband an-
other 10 across the country. It also said
that 14 security personnel werekilled in
thesouthern Daraa province The report-
ed deathtoll from anotheractivistgroup,
the Local Coordination Committees,
was much lower. It said two people had
been killed in Idlib, and a further nine
across the country.

Anadvance group of Arab League ob-
serversistoarrive tomorrow, the League
said, withthe remainderofa150-strong
team arriving by the end of the month.

Walid Moallem, Syria’s foreign min-
ister, said they would be free to move
around the country “under the protec-
tion” of the state, but would not be al-
lowed tovisit sensitive military sites. He
suggested that their presence would vin-
dicate the regime’s claims that armed
terrorists are operating freely, but ac-
said it would prove the uprising
peaceful. The observers will initial-
ly be inthe country for one month, but
that could be extended with mutual
agreement, Mr Moallem said.

Syria reluctantly agreed to allow in
foreign observers after pressure from
Russia, itsclose ally, and the Arab League,
which threatened at the weekend torefer
Damascus to the UN Security Council,
aseriousdiplomaticescalation that could
haveledto furthersanctionsagainst the
already damaged economy.

The plan - which Syria agreed early
in November but never implemented,
withatrocitiesbeing recorded onadaily
basis -~ demands the regime stop the
bloodshed, withdraw itstroops fromres-
idential areas, release political prison-
ersand start talks with the opposition.

The Gulf Co-operation Council yes-
terday called on Damascus to halt the
“Killingmachine” and implement all as-
pects of the peace plan immediately.
Criticsof the regime regard theregime’s
reluctant signing of a protocol on ob-
serversasatactictobuy timeand avert
ashowdown at the UN.
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Deaths in Syria as arrival
of observer mission nears

CAIRO

FROM NEWS REPORTS

Security forces pursuing activists and
army defectors shot and killed at least
six people in central and northern Syria
on Tuesday, activists said, while an Arab
League official said that an advance
team would arrive in Syria this week to
prepare for an observer mission as a
possible step toward solving the crisis.

Violence in several locations across
the country highlighted the difficulties
facing the mission, which is tasked with
ensuring the Syrian government’s com-
pliance with an Arab League plan for
ending the nation’s political conflict.

Bowing to international pressure to
end its violent crackdown on protests,
the Syrian government on Monday
signed the Arab League initiative that
would send outside observers.

President Bashar al-Assad’s oppo-
nents quickly dismissed the move as a
ploy, saying that the government would
find ways to thwart the observers. But
an Arab League official said Tuesday
that the advance team, led by the organ-
ization’s assistant secretary general,
Sameer Seif el-Yazal, would travel to the
country on Thursday.

The agreement calls on the Syrian
government to remove its forces and
heavy weaponry from restive cities and
to open a dialogue with opposition
groups. After first agreeing to the pro-
posal, Syria had resisted signing it, only
doing so after both Russia, its close ally,
and the Arab League threatened to bring
Syria before the U.N. Security Council.

The Syrian foreign minister, Walid al-
Moallem, called the signing ‘‘the begin-
ning of cooperation between us and the
Arab League.’

The developments came as Syrian op-
position groups and rights activists re-
ported that dozens of people had been
killed on Monday in new violence across
the country. The dead included nine
people in the northern province of Idlib,
near the Turkish border, according to the
Local Coordination Committees, an um-
brella group of opposition organizations.

That group and another activist or-
ganization, the British-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, said at
least six people were killed by security
forces Tuesday in the central city of
Homs and in northern Syria.

The daily death tolls, which are some-
times accompanied by videos of killings,
cannot be independently confirmed.
Journalists and human rights workers
have been barred from moving freely
around Syria, and it remains to be seen
whether the observers will be able to
verify the conflict’s toll, or to alter its in-
creasingly violent trajectory.

Also Tuesday, Mr. Assad issued a new

law under which anyone found guilty of
distributing weapons with the aim of
committing ‘‘terrorist acts” would be
sentenced to death, the state-run news
agency, SANA, said.

The Syrian government claims that
armed gangs and terrorists are behind
the uprising, not protesters seeking
more freedoms in one of the most au-
thoritarian regimes in the Middle East.

Among the government’s opponents,
doubts run deep about Syria’s willing-
ness to comply with the spirit of the
Arab League agreement.

“They will try to block it or foil it by all
means,’ said Louay Hussein, a journa-
list and longtime government opponent
in Damascus. “They will try, for in-
stance, to restrict the observers’ move-
ments in some areas under the pretext
of their safety.”

Thousands of people have been killed
in the government’s violent repression
of the popular uprising, which erupted
nine months ago. As army defectors and
armed fighters have joined opponents
of the government, revenge killings and
sectarian violence have raised fears of a
full-blown civil war.

The signing of the Arab League initia-
tive on Monday, at the group’s
headquarters in Cairo, came amid in-
creasing opposition anger at the
league’s reluctance to impose economic
sanctions it had promised weeks ago.

Speaking in Cairo on Monday, the
Arab League’s secretary general, Nabil
al-Araby, said that an advance team
would travel to Syria within a day or two
and that the observers would work in
teams of about 10, The Associated Press
reported.

Mr. Moallem said that the observers,
who would be drawn from Arab coun-
tries, would be “free’” to move as they
wanted ‘“under the protection’ of the
state, adding that the government
would inform the observers about the
safety of certain areas. The observers
would be able to visit ‘‘hot spots” but
not military sites, he said. Their mission
would last a month but could be re-
newed, he added.

Also on Monday, Mr. Assad’s govern-
ment released Razan Ghazzawi, a
prominent blogger and antigovernment
activist who was arrested on Dec. 4 on
her way to Jordan. Ms. Ghazzawi, who
has documented human rights abuses
by the government on her blog, Razan-
iyyat, faces up to 15 years in prison on
charges that include spreading false in-
formation and weakening the sentiment
of nationalism. e mm)

ONLINE: THE SPARK OF CREATIVITY

% Among Arabs, Syrians, particularly
those in Homs, have embraced an
unusually musical approach to their
uprising. global.nytimes.com/middleeast
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Syrian violence flares
as army lights defectors

BY ALICE FORDHAM

BEIRUT — The Syrian army bat-
tled military defectors and armed
opponents of the government for
a second day Tuesday, in a sharp
increase in violence that human
rights groups say has Kkilled as
many as 150 people over two days,
with some citing a much higher
figure.

The fighting has centered on
villages near the northwestern
city of Idlib, said Wissam Tarif, an
activist with the rights group
Avaaz. He said that he had spoken
to local activists and medical
groups who put the death toll in
that area Tuesday at 269 — 97
security forces and nine civilians,
with the rest defected soldiers
who had staged ambushes against
the army.

Capt. Ahmed al-Hasan, a mem-
ber of the group of defected sol-
diers and armed protesters
known as the Free Syrian Army,
said that 80 defected soldiers
were Kkilled Tuesday. Hasan spoke
by phone from the town of Qusayr,
near Homs.

An activistwho gavehisnameas
Osama Dughaim said via Skype
thathewas close to Jabal Zawia, an
area near Idlib that has seen the
fiercest fighting. Both his village
and the nearby area were sur-
rounded by army tanks, he said,
adding that people under attack
whom he had spoken to Tuesday
reported 150 deaths. The armywas
shelling the area, he said.

Syria restricts journalists’ ac-
cess, making independent verifi-

cation or assessment of conflict-
ing accounts difficult.

The escalation came as the
most significant opposition group
outside Libya called for other
countries to intervene by estab-
lishing safe zones and declared
support for an armed resistance
group.

The Syrian National Council, or
SNC,issued astatementin Tunisia
at the conclusion of its first con-
ference that included recognition
of therole of the Free Syrian Army.

The strong line taken by the
group marked an attempt to
bridge the distance between the
opposition-in-exile and those on
the ground who have participated
in nine months of protest that the
United Nations estimates has
Kkilled 5,000 people, said Amr al-
Azm, an activist and professor at
Shawnee State University in Ohio.

Politically, the group must bal-
ance building up credibility with
Western governments, the United
Nations and the Arab League, who
stress nonviolence and the impor-
tance of protecting minorities, and
preserving its relevance to protest-
ers within Syria who have called
repeatedly for NATO intervention
against President Bashar al-As-
sad’s government, a no-fly zone
and arming of the opposition.

Omar al-Khani, an opposition
activistin Damascus, said that the
council had been “very slow in
dealing with the events of the
revolution.”

“We have no time,” he said.
“Every moment, there isa martyr.”

fordhama@washpost.com
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Svrian opposition, US skeptical about Assad’s commitment to plan

Arab peace monitors to arrive in Syria Thursday
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Some Arsal refugees may
be Al-Qaeda: sources

By Hasan Lakkis
The Dady Star

BEIRUT: Army commander Gen. Jean
Kahwagi raised concerns at a recent
security meeting that some refugees
fleeing into the country in Arsal may
actually be AlQaeda members,
sources close to Prime Minister Najib
Mikati told The Daily Star.

The sources said Kahwagi’s com-
ments at the Mikati-chaired Grand
Serail meeting mimicked Defense
Minister Fayez Ghosn’s recent com-
ments to the media about “operations
carried out at some illegal border
crossings, especially in Arsal.”

“Weapons are being smuggled
[there] and members of terrorist
groups are entering to establish a base
[in Lebanon] under the cover thatt
belong to the Syrian opposition,”
Ghosn said.

Until recently, Syrian border cross-
ings tended to occur inthe Wadi Khaled
district of Akkar, where refugees have
been fleeing since the uprising began
against the Bashar Assad’s government
nine months ago. But in the past few

| months attention has been focused on

Arsal in the Bekaa, where there have
been allegations of weapons being
smuggled through the mountains that
mark the border in east Lebanon.

At the meeting, the sources said that
Kahwagi confirmed that according to
army information, some Speoplw: who
claim be members of the Syrian oppo-
sition and are smuggling weapons are
in fact from Al-Qaeda. Kahwagi also
said that when the army attempts to
confront these people, groups in
Lebanon object in defense of freedom.

The military needs political support
to carry out its work, Kahwagi said, and
cannot confront this problem alone.

The sources added that this issue
has been raised in Cabinet, and the
army received unanimous support
there. The Cabinet assigned it to carry
out its duties as it sees fit.

In a statement last week, Mikati said
that the freedom to carry out political
work must be limited by security con-
cerns, and the sources said that this was
a reference to the situation in Akkar.
They added that Ghosn'’s media state-
ments, as well as hissaying he will raise
the issue in Wednesday's Cabinet ses-
sion, may be due to new developments
that have obstructed the army’s actions.
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Syria carnage precedes monitors
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Activists
could face
death penalty
under new law

Damascus (AFP& AP) At least
100 Syrian army deserters
were Killed or wounded ir
fresh clashes yesterday as
President Bashar Al As-
sad regime issued a new
law under which anvone
found guilty of distribut-
ing weapons for “terrorisf
acts” would be sentencec
to death.

According to the new
law, anyone found guilty
of weapons smuggling
would be handed sentenc-
es ranging from 15 years tc
life imprisonment. Those
smuggling and distribut-
ing weapons with the aim
of carrying out terrorisl
acts would be sentenced tc
death.

These developments
come as Syria faced de-
mands to halt its bloody
nine-month crackdown
on dissent after signing an
Arab peace plan.

The Arab League said an
advance team of observers
would head to Damascus
tomorrow to lay the ground
for monitors overseeing
the plan, as western pow-
ers and Gulf states piled
the pressure on Syria.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said
three civilians were also
killed yesterday in addition
to the military casualties in
Idlib province, in a second
day of deadly clashes be-
tween loyalist troops and
deserters.

The Syrian government
claims armed gangs and
terrorists are behind the
uprising against Al Assad’s
rule. Protesters say they are
seeking more freedom from
one of the most authoritar-
ian Middle East regimes.
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Syrian law demands
death for ‘terrorists’

GOVERNMENT CLAIMS ARMED GANGS BEHIND NINE-MONTH UPRISING

Beirut/Damascus (AP & AFP)
Syria’sstate-run newsagen-
cy says President Bashar Al
Assad has issued a new law
under which anyone found
guilty of distributing weap-
ons for “terrorist acts” will
be sentenced to death.

The Syrian govern-
ment claims armed gangs
and terrorists are behind
the nine-month uprising
against Al Assad’s rule.
Government opponents
deny that and say they are
protesters seeking more
freedom in one of the most
authoritarian regimes in
the Middle East.

The Sana news agency
said yesterday that accord-
ing to the new law, anyone
found guilty of weapons
smuggling would be hand-
ed sentences ranging from
15 years to life imprison-
ment. Those smuggling
and distributing weapons
with the aim of carrying
out terrorist acts would be
sentenced to death.

Meanwhile, Syrian secu-
rity forces killed at least
three civilians vesterday as
Damascus faced demands
to halt its bloody nine-
month crackdown on pro-
tests a day after signing an
Arab peace plan.

Casualties

Forces manning a check-
point at Khan Sheikhun,
in Idlib province, killed
one civilian and wounded
four others, while gunfire
killed two other civilians in
Homs, a rights group said.

In a statement the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights also reported heavy
machine gun fire in the
Idlib villages of Baliun and
Mozara.

\

On patrol
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Soldiers on the street in Daraa. According to a new law, anyone found guilty of weapons smuggling would be handed
sentences ranging from 15 years to life imprisonment. Those smuggling and distributing weapons with the aim of
carrying out terrorist acts would be sentenced to death.

There were also casual-
ties in the town of Kansa-
fra, in an area where up
to 70 army deserters were
gunned down as they fled
their posts on Monday, the
British-based group said.
It also reported 40 civilian
deaths on Monday.

Yesterday's violence came
after Al Assad’s regime
signed a deal allowing Arab
observers into the country.

The agreement with the
Arab League came after
weeks of prevarication and
failed to convince either the
opposition or Western gov-
ernments which have been
pushing for tough UN ac-
tion to punish the regime’s
over its deadly crackdown.

The opposition Syrian
National Council charged

ARAB LEAGUE

TEAM TO VISIT DAMASCUS

An Arab League official says an advance team will travel to Syria
tomorrow to prepare for an observer mission that the Syrian
government agreed to this week. The mission is tasked with ensuring
the regime's compliance with an Arab plan for ending the nation's

political violence.

The 12-member advance team will be led by the Arab League's
assistant secretary-general, Sameer Seif Al Yazal.

Arab League chief Nabeel Al Araby told reporters on Monday that
the advance delegation will include legal, administrative, financial and
human rights experts to discuss the make-up of the observer teams.

Damascus’s acceptance
of the observer mission
intended to oversee im-
plementation of a plan to
end nine months of blood-
shed was merely a “ploy”

Voltairenet.org

— AP

to head off a threat by the
pan-Arab bloc to go to the
UN Security Council.
Western delegations said
the observer deal would be
taken into account in dis-

cussions under way in the
council on a draft resolution
on the crisis but said Syria
would be judged by its ac-
tions and not by its words.

“It’s all about implemen-
tation,” said Britain’s UN
ambassador Mark Lyall
Grant after the UN Gen-
eral Assembly overwhelm-
ingly approved a resolution
condemning human rights
abuses during the crack-
down which the world body
says has left more than 5,000
people dead.

|

ON THE WEB
» For updates and more pictures,
logonto
www.gulfnews.com
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Thelast man
standing
may decide
Syria’s path

analysis

For all of the rhetoric, Syria’s ruling forces and masses
of protesters are further from a solution to the country’s
violence and bloodshed than ever. Is the only answer, as
one political figure bemoans, that one side will have to
win and one lose, to the great detriment of the nation?

Phil Sands

Foreign Correspondent

DAMASCUS // Syria’s acceptance
of Arab League observers on Mon-
day was a rare diplomatic break-
through in a nine-month uprising
that has been heavy on blm)dslud
and rhetoric, butthin on deals.

Yet before the ink was dry on the
Arab League's protocol, it was al-
ready overshadowed by events on
the ground and a looming sense
thatitwastoo little, too late.

Even as the announcement was
made that Damascus had finally de-
cided to let independent monitors
in,violence was worsening, further
undermining the accord the ob-
servers are supposed tooversee.

Activists said more than 100 peo-
plewere killed on Monday by secu-
rity services - a death toll that, if ac-
curate, makes the day of diplomatic
triumph one of the bloodiest since
the revolt began in March.

Thirty-three more ians were
yesterday reported killed by the se-
curity forces,

The two-day death count s a stark
indication of how far Syria stands
froma peaceful settlement.

“Just as the first protests were
starting in March, I'told a regime
official that they had Ix-m-rhv:gln
making serious political reforms
very quickly because lhc people
wereabout to boil ove seasoned
ist said yesterday.

The offici aghed off the sug-
gestion, the activist said, promising
thatitwould allbe overin 10day

This week, the two men spnl\c
again and the activist reminded
the official of his prediction. Rather
than bombast, the response was de-
spairing.

“Now the situation is beyond my
control and it's beyond yours as
well,” he cited the official as saving.

Out of control is probably an
description for the situation Syr
faces. Troops are deployed across
much of the country; tanks are on
city streets; detention facilities have
overflowed, and so has the public’s
anger.

The widespread, fierce fighting
between dissident soldiers and loy-
alist forces is escalating, with daily
body counts 0f 10, 20, 300r more.

Syria’s position at the centre of
the Middle East’s ethnic, sectarian
and historical divisions only makes
asolutionall the more elusive. The
severity of the situation is magni-
fied by the competing interests of
i stors - the US, Iran, Russia
and the Gulf countries

A feeling that things are slipping
beyond the point at which the dis-
aster of a civil war, or even a wider
regional conflict, can beaverted has
been steadily growing.

This month agroup of respected
and influential opposition figures
met a senior regime official, com-
promising their own decision not
to talk while a security crackdown
continues, to see if they could find
alast-minute negotiated exit to the
crisis,

tsaid the delegation pro-
posed reining in street demonstra-
tions in exchange for the immedi-
ate release of political prisoners,

The groupwould also putits cred-
ibility on the line by supporting the
president, Bashar Al Assad, to stay
in office for a transitional period
ding o sw cpmg reforms and

“The basic idea was that it \\uuld
be best for everyone ifa polit
rangement can be made while we
all still have some influence over
events - before events take over
completely and sweep us all away,”
theactivist said.

1t was flatly rejected, with the of-
ficial demanding a complete halt
to protests before soldiers would
be pulled off the streets and Syria
returned to its pre-uprising status.

“That’s how farapartthe sidesare,
further away than ever,” the activ-
ist said. “We are falling into war.

q s already a war in a lot
of places and its going to get worse
fromnowon.”

Just as the authorities rejected
that compromise, most protest-
erswould almost certainly have re-
fusedit.

Early in the uprising, demonstra-
tors were calling for freedom and
v, not for MrAl Assad to stand
owtheywanthim gone, the
security apparatus that supports
him wiped away and the autocratic
system of governance replaced by
democracy.

With more than 5,000 civilians
and defecting soldiers killed by
security services by the UN’s lat-
estcount, and some 1,000 security
personnel killed by insurgents ac-
cording to the Syrian authorities,
there is no mood for compromise
oncitherside.

Mr Al Assad yesterday announced
death sentences would be given to
anyone caught supplying weapons
he “terrorists™ his regime says
itis fighting, while rthcl soldicrs
have been calling for the West to
give them munitions, Not the stuff
ofcompromise.

“There is no solution that is half-
way between the regime and the
protesters,” saidan established Syr-
ian political figure.

“One side will have to defeat the
other. One side will win; one will
lose. Thatis the only \nlumm andit
will cost Syriavery dcarl

i psands@thenational.ae
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Monitoring deal
shows pressure
by Syria’s allies

vthe endofthe month, the Arab League is expected tosend an
observer mission to Syriaas part of anamended deal ta protect
civilinns. After two months of resistance, Syria only signed the
dealon Monday in anapparent about-face.

Many have dismissed this as a ploy by the regime to buy
time. That may be true in part. But cold calculations in Da-
mascus are now beginning to aceept the Assads! limited options.

Accepting the deal was a major concession. Sinee it was put on the
table, regime propaganda had focused on discrediting the mission as
foreign interference; and state-run television stations trotted out inter-
views with “ordinary” Syrians whosaid so.

Explaining Monday's turnaround, Syria’s Foreign Minister Walid Moal-
lem said the Arab League had made “significant™ amendments - even
though the amendments did not change the substance of the deal. Mr
Moallem added that Russia had advised Damascus to sign.

1tis the second explanation thacis the more convineing. In short, Syr-
ia's change of heart is because of pressuare from allies, not just Russia
but also Iran. Last weels, the Iranian diplomat Dr Hossain Amirabdul-
lahian visited Gulf countries, stating at the time that an important ele-
ment of discussions with regional leaders was to avoid foreign interven-
tion in Syria and find a peaceful way out of the crisis.

There is a symbolic significance in that Damascus has linally capitu-
lated to someone’s, anyone's, efforts to rein inits behaviour,

But the deal also includes some practical ways to curb the bloodshed,
Ifimplemented, it would: lead to the release of jailed protesters; allow
media to cover events freely; and enable the Arab League mission to
interview organisations and individuals without restrictions or harass-
ment and visit prisons, police stations, hos pitals and detention centres,
These are substantial points.

The mission is unlikely to end the bloodshed by itself, but it might of-
fer clearer insights into the situation - and information is erucial to Arab
League actions. Also on Monday, opposition members in Tunis said there

was now a clearer idea of how a border
buffer zane could belp to end the bload-
shed, an sdea that is seen as an alterna-

tive tomilitary intervention.

P The success of the Arab League mis-
The deal includes sion is in everyone’s interest, includ-

] ing the regime’s. If the mission is
Practical Waye fO | lacked, he Arab League willhave no
choice but to refer the situation to the
UN, making forcign intervention more
likely, Damascus many not understand

this, butits allics do.

Voltairenet.org



27 Mercredi 21 décembre 2011 / Wednesday, December 21, 2011

The Saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

AL advance
party to visit
Syria tomorrow

B Monitors expected by end of this month: Al-Arabi

CAIRO — An Arab League offi-
cial says an advance team will trav-
el to Syria Thursday to prepare for
an observer mission that the Syrian
government agreed to this week.
The mission 1s tasked with ensur-
ing the regime’s compliance with
an Arab plan for ending the nation’s
political violence.

The 12-member advance team
will be led by the Arab League’s
assistant secretary-general, Sameer
Seif El-Yazal. The team will include
legal, administrative, financial and
human rights experts to discuss
the makeup of the observer teams.
The League has a list of the names
of some 100 observers from Arab,
non-governmental  organizations
and representatives of Arab coun-
tries, however the number 1s likely
to increase. The team will be led by
a Sudanese general with experience
of peacekeeping.

Arab League Secretary General
Nabil Al-Arabi, meanwhile, said in
an interview Tuesday that monitors
could be in Syria before the end of
the month on an unprecedented mis-
sion to assess whether Damascus 1s

implementing an Arab plan to end a
bloody crackdown on protests.

“I can say with some assurance
but not certainty that before the end
of next week they (monitors) will
all be there,” , adding it was the
first such mission since the League
was set up in 1945.

“Itis a completely new mission,
an uncharted mission in every sense
of the word and, as with every
agreement in the world, it depends
on implementation in good faith,”
he said, adding monitors could see
in just a week if Syria was comply-
mng.

Monday’s deal with the Arab
League came after weeks of prevar-
ication and failed to convince either
the opposition or Western govern-
ments which have been pushing for
tough UN action to punish the re-
gime’s deadly protest crackdown.

The plan also calls for a com-
plete halt to the violence, releasing
detainees and the military’s com-
plete withdrawal from towns and
residential zones. Syria must also
hold talks with the opposition under
League auspices. — Agencies

Voltairenet.org
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SYRIE . Aprés de longues discussions, Damas a accepté de signer le plan de la
Ligue arabe autorisant la venue d’observateurs arabes. Il est percu comme
un début de coopération avec le gouvernement.

INALEMENT

Syrie a signé  diplomatie

syrienne, Walid  I'homme suivraient. Les rapports des

lundi dernier avec la Ligue  Mouallem, a salué cette signature, observateurs seront envoyés au

arabe un document autori-  assurant que les observateurs de la  secrétaire

néral de la Ligue arabe et

sant la visite d'observateurs,  Ligue arabe étaient « les bienvenus « en aux autorités syriennes. « Nous en dis-

dans le cadre d'un plan de sortie de  Syrie, « leur seconde patrie

« Lasigna-  cuterons par téléplone avant la prise de

crise arabe que Damas avait déja  ture du protocole est le début d'une coopé-  toute  décision », a expliqué M.
accepté « sans réserves =, sans jamais  ration entre nous ¢t la Ligue arabe. Nous  Mouallem, précisant que cela « fait
pour autant le ratifier ni Vappliquer.  acaucillerons avec satisfaction la déléga-  partie » des demandes syriennes.

Ainsi, le vice-ministre syrien des
Affaires étrangéres, Faycal Al-Magdad,
a signé au Caire un document arabe
pour la protection des civils. Ce plan
prévoit la libération des détenus arré-
tés depuis le début du soulévement, le
départ des forces armées des villes et
l'ouverture du pays a des observateurs
arabes et & la presse étrangere. Il a fait
P'objet de plusicurs ultimatums de
l'organisation panarabe, qui a adopté
le 27 novembre des mesures i l'en-
contre de Damas pour son refus de le
signer, dont certaines sanctions éco-
nomiques sont entrées en vigueur.

En premiére réaction, le chef de la

tion des observateurs qui représentent les
pays arabes », a-t-il poursuivi, ajoutant
que « cet accord sera renouvelé dans un
mois si les deux parties en sont d'ac-
cond ».

Entre autres, le secrétaire général
de la Ligue arabe, Nabil Al-Arabi, a
annoncé qu'une premiere délégation
d’observateurs se rendrait en éclai-
reur & Damas d'ici jeudi. Dirigée par
Samir Al-Yazal, assistant du
secrétaire général, elle est « composée
d'observateurs de la sécurité, du droit et
de Uadministration », a déclaré M.
Arabi, précisant que des équipes
incluant des experts des droits de

Selon les autorités syriennes, elles
ont expliqué que « la coordination
sera totale, via une conmmission natio-
nale qui sera le trait d'union entre la
délégation des observateurs et le gouver-
nement syrien. Le protocole stipule que
les observatears puissent accéder aux
points chawds, mais pas aux points
militaires sensibles », a expliqué Al-
Maqdad, tout en insistant sur le fait
que si les modifications réclamées
par Damas pour signer I'accord avec
la Ligue arabe n"avaient pas ¢té prises
en compte, « nous n'aurions pas signé
le protocole. La Syrie n'avait accepté de
signer ce protocole que parce quil res-

L’opposition sﬁrganise

A Tunis, la majorité de I'opposition syrienne a tenu une réunion de trois jours qui s'ache-
ve ce mercredi pour mieux organiser leur action, afin d'accélérer la chute du régime.

Les principales formations de I'opposition syrienne ont
tenu des discussions acharnées en Tunisie pour trois jours.
Leurs réunions & huis clos visaient a régler leurs différends
et a planifier leur démarche. Leurs essentielles revendica-
tions est la chute du régime et le départ du président
Bachar Al-Assad. En effet, ces formations sont présentées
sous plusieurs titres,

Né fin aott a Istanbul, le Conseil National Syrien (CNS)
apparait comme le plus large et le plus représentatif. Il tire
sa légitimité d’un double adoubement : celui de 'opposi-
tion de 'intérieur et celui de Washington et de Paris qui le
privilégient comme interlocuteur dans l'opposition.
Composé de 230 membres, dont prés d'une centaine
vivent en Syrie, le Conseil national syrien est une coali-
tion des plus importants partis de l'opposition partagée
entre islamistes, notamment des membres des Fréres
musulmans, libéraux et nationalistes. Actuellement, le
CNS, dirigé par Burhan Ghalioun, un opposant historique
basé en France, appelle & une protection internationale
via I'envoi d’observateurs en Syrie.

Considérés comme la principale force d’opposition, les
Comités locaux de coordination (LCC), regroupés au sein
de la plus large instance générale de la révolution syrien-
ne, fédérent le mouvement de contestation par quartier,
par ville. Ils sont composés d'une majorité de jeunes sans
passé militant communiquant par les réseaux sociaux,
dont Facebook, et avec l'extérieur via Skype. Ils ont organi-

sé un systeme paralléle d'entraide, notamment pour soi-
gner leurs militants blessés hors des hopitaux surveillés
par les forces syriennes de sécurité, Les LCC font partie du
CNS.

En outre, le Comité National pour le Changement
Démocratique (CNCD, dirigé par Hassan Abdel-Azim)
s'est réuni mi-septembre prés de Damas et regroupe des
partis « nationalistes arabes », kurdes, socialistes et
marxistes ainsi que des personnalités indépendantes
comme I'écrivain Michel Kilo et I'économiste Aref Dalila. |
Il a élu son conseil central. Le CNCD refuse toute idée
d'intervention militaire étrangére en Syrie.

Partageant le méme avis, la Coalition des Forces Laiques
et Démocratiques (CFLD) s'est réunie pour la premiére fois
a Paris mi-septembre et prone l'instauration d'un Etat
laique. Des partis kurdes, chrétiens assyriens et musul-
mans sunnites y participent. La CFLD s'inquié¢te d’une
prédominance des islamistes dans l'opposition syrienne et
appelle les minorités, notamment chrétiennes,  rejoindre
les rangs de la contestation.

Alors que la Commission générale de la révolution
syrienne a été créée a la mi-aolt. L'objectif de cette coali-
tion est de « resserrer » les rangs de I'opposition au plan
politique et sur le terrain, afin d"aboutir  la chute du régl
me de Bachar Al-Assad et & I'établissement d'un Etat
démocratique @

M. s,

Voltairenet.org

pectait sa souverdineté »

La répression dans le pays a fait
depuis la mi-mars plus de 5 000
morts, selon 1'Onu, mais Damas
attribue les violences a des groupes
terroristes armeés accusés de semer le
chaos en Syrie. « De nombreux pays
dans le monde ne veulent pas recon-
naitre la présence de groupes terroristes
armés en Syrie. lls vont venir et ils vont
voir qu'ils sont présents. Nous ne
devons absolument pas avoir peur », a
réagi M. Mouallem.

Pour renforcer leurs pressions sur le
régime syrien, le chef du Comité
arabe sur la Syrie, le premier ministre
du Qatar, Hamad ben Jassem Al-
Thani, avait déclaré samedi dernier
a Ligue arabe envisageait de saisir
nseil de sécurité de I'Onu, en rai-
son de la non-application par la Syrie
du plan arabe. En réaction a ces décla-
rations, le ministre syrien des Affaires
étrangéres, Walid Mouallem, a signalé
que la Syrie a signé le protocole de la
Ligue arabe sur les conseils de la
Russie, « lIs nous ont conseillé de signer
le protocole et nows avons suivi leurs
conseils », a-t-il déclaré.

Moscou, allié de longue date de
Damas, a accentué la semaine der-
niére sa critique contre le président
Bachar Al-Assad. Devant le Conseil
de sécurité de 1'Onu, Moscou a créé
la surprise en déposant un projet
commises
e « par toutes les parties », une
égime et a
celles de l'opposition, principale-
ment les déserteurs qui ont multi-
plié les attaques contre l'armée.
Défendant la position de la Russie,
M. Mouallem a assuré que Moscou
n‘avait pas modifié ses positions
envers le gouvernement syrien. « I/
w'y a ancun changement dans la posi-
tion russe. Il y a une coordination quo-
tidienne avec les (dirigeants) russes,
Les positions de la Russie ne sont pas
fordées sur les sentiments, mais elles
sont adoptées conformément @ ses
intéréts et a la stabilité de la région »
a affirmé M. Mouallem. La Russie
vait jusque la bloqué au Conseil de
sécurité toute résolution condam-
nant la répression dans le sang par
le régime de Bachar Al-Assad du
mouvement de contestation @
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Al-Ahram Hebdo (Egypte / Egypt)

Washington attend
que Damas passe aux actes

L'Administration américaine a
douté lundi de la volonté réelle de
la Syrie d’admettre des observa-
teurs sur son sol dans le cadre d’un
plan arabe de sortie de crise. « Une
signature sur un bout de papier, de la
part d'un régime qui a rompu
promesse sur promesse, cela signifie
relativement peu a nos yeux. Nous
voulons voir des actes », a commenté
Victoria Nuland, la porte-parole du
département d’Etat.

Les Etats-Unis soutiennent le
plan de la Ligue arabe, qui avait été
signé il y a plusieurs semaines par
le régime du président syrien
Bachar Al-Assad, mais n'a pas été
suivi d’effets concrets.

Le plan prévoit non seulement
I'entrée d’observateurs en Syrie,
mais aussi l'arrét des violences, la
libération des prisonniers poli-
tiques et le retrait de l'armée.
L'opposition syrienne a dénoncé
I'accord donné par Damas lundi,
comme « une maneuvre » visant a
gagner du temps, alors que la
répression du régime a fait des
dizaines de nouveaux morts, dont
au moins 60 déserteurs.

Berlin souhaite une mise
en ceuvre immeédiate

Le ministre allemand des Affaires
étrangeres, Guido Westerwelle, a
déclaré mardi attendre de la Syrie
qu'elle mette « immédiaternent » en
ceuvre ses promesses d’admettre
des observateurs sur son sol dans le
cadre d'un plan arabe de sortie de
crise. « Nous jugerons la Syrie seule-
ment a ses actes, ¢’est-a-dire a sa mise
en auvre immédiate de son accord
avec la Ligue arabe, et non a ses
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sur les observateurs.

mots », a dit M. Westerwelle, dans
un communiqué, soulignant que
Damas avait déja rompu des
promesses dans le passé. Le vice-
ministre  syrien des Affaires
étrangéres Faycal Al-Maqdad a
signé lundi au Caire un protocole
de la Ligue arabe organisant la
venue d’observateurs en Syrie, ou
le régime réprime dans le g
depuis plus de 9 mois un souléve-
ment populaire sans précédent. « [l
faut arréter la violence, retirer l'armée,
libérer les prisonniers politiques et
autoriser un corridor humanitaire. Ce
sont des conditions importantes pour
un changement pacifique en Syrie,
dont le pays a besoin plus que tout »,
a ajouté M. Westerwelle.

A Damas, le chef de la diplo-
matie Walid Mouallem a assuré
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Les pressions de la Ligue arabe ont poussé la Syrie a signé |'accord
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que les observateurs arabes étaient

les bienvenus en Syrie, lors
d'une conférence de presse. « La
signature du protocole est le début
d’une coopération entre nous et la
Ligue arabe. Nous accueillerons avec
satisfaction la délégation des obser-
vateurs », a-t-il poursuivi, ajoutant
que « cet accord sera renouvelé dans
un mois si les deux parties en sont
d'accord ». Le secrétaire général de
la Ligue, Nabil Al-Arabi, a annon-
c€ qu'une premiere délégation se
rendrait en éclaireur a Damas sous
3 jours. Elle sera « composée d’ob-
servateurs de la sécurité, du droit et
de I'administration », a déclaré M.
Arabi, précisant que des équipes
incluant des experts des droits de
I'Homme suivraient. La France a
réclamé que les observateurs
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arabes puissent remplir leur mis-
sion « le plus rapidement possible
sur le terrain ». L'Iran, alliée de la
Syrie, a annoncé soutenir la déci-
sion de Damas. « La position offi-
cielle de U'lran sur la Syrie et le plan
de la Ligue arabe, est que tout ce que
Bachar Al-Assad estime acceptable,
nous 'approuvons et 'acceptons », a
ainsi affirmé le vice-ministre des
Affaires étrangeres, Hossein Amir

Abdolahian. A Tunis, Burhan
Ghalioun, chef du Conseil
National Syrien (CNS) qui

regroupe la majorité des courants
de l'opposition a estimé que les
déclarations de M. Mouallem
étaient une « manwuvre pour cou-
vrir l'échec du régime syrien ». Les
observateurs pourront « accéder
aux points chauds mais pas aux
points militaires sensibles », a affir-
meé M. Mouallem, précisant que
son pays n'avait accepté de signer
le document que parce qu'il
respectait sa « souveraineté ».
« Dans ce protocole, nous parlons de
protéger les civils contre les groupes
terroristes », a-t-il ajouté.

A New York, I'Assemblée générale
de 1'Onu a adopté une résolution
condamnant la situation des droits
de 'Homme en Syrie ot les violences
ont fait plus de 5 000 morts selon une
estimation des Nations-Unies. Paris a
souligné que l'envoi d'observateurs
« ne constitue que 'un des éléments » du
plan de sortie de crise arabe qui
prévoit aussi « l'arrét de la répression, la
libération de toutes les personnes empris-
omnées a l'occasion des manifestations,
le retour de I'anmée dans les casemes et
Vacces an territoire syrien des médias
internationaux ».
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Syria Praised for Admitting Monitors

REUTERS

Russia has praised a decision by
Syria to let in Arab monitors, saying
this could help stabilize the violence-
stricken country.

“We believe that the document
signed in Cairo gives an opportunity to
... provide safety for the Syrian people
and stabilize the situation,” the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement carried by
Interfax.

Syria agreed on Monday to let Arab
League observers into the country to

monitor implementation of a deal it
agreed last month to pull troops from
protest-hit towns, free political prison-
ers and start talking to dissidents.

Damascus signed the deal on the
counseling of Moscow, Syrian Foreign
Minister Walid al-Moualem said.

An armed insurgency has emerged in
the last two months in Syria, alongside
a peaceful protest movement that began
in March inspired by uprisings across
the Arab world.

Syria is a major client for Russian arms
sales and hosts a Russian naval outpost.
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Globa, Times (Chine / China)

Syria imposes
stift penalties
for weapon
smugglers

Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad yesterday signed a law
imposing the death penalty on
anyone arming “terrorists” as
Damascus faces strong West-
ern demands to rein in its se-
curity forces after Syria signed
an agreement with the Arab
League to let in Arab monitors.

“The law provides for the
death penalty for anyone pro-
viding weapons or helping to
provide weapons intended for
the carrying out of terrorist
acts,” the official SANA news
agency said.

The decree also imposes life
imprisonment with hard labor
for arms smuggling “for profit
or to carry out acts of terror-
ism,” and 15-years hard labor
for arms smuggling for other
purposes.

The signing of the law came
a day after Syria agreed to let
Arab League observers into the
country to monitor implemen-
tation of a deal it agreed to last
month to pull troops from pro-
test-hit towns.

The opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council charged Damas-
cus’s acceptance of the observer
mission was merely a “ploy” to
head off a threat by the pan-Ar-
ab bloc to go to the UN Security
Council.
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The US yesterday reacted to
Syria’s decision to let in Arab
observers with skeptism, say-
ing Syrian officials had failed
to keep agreements too often
in the past to be taken at their
word.

Russia, however, hailed
Syria’ agreement with the Arab
League, saying this could help
stabilize the violence-stricken
country.

“If the opposition and West-
ern nations insist on their pre-
vious demand that Assad step
down immediately, it is pos-
sible that the situation becomes
aggravated and even plunges
into civil war,” Li Weijian, direc-
tor of the Research Center of
West Asian and African Studies
at the Shanghai Institutes for
International Studies, told the
Global Times.

He said major elections to
be held in the US and France
next year could determine if the
West will shore up their sup-
port to the opposition.

“Peace and stability might
be expected once the opposition
agrees to a peace plan under
the Arab League that sets out a
timetable,” he said.
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