Press mistrustful of the League
observers it clamored for

SYRIA PRESS REVIEW #13
Friday, December 23, 2011

The press is much less loquacious today about Syria. It prefers to focus its attention
on the terrorist attacks in Iraq.

After vociferating for three weeks that Syria should open its borders to Arab
League observers, the Atlantic and Gulf press tries to downplay the importance of
their arrival:

“ 1. The "regime” might display less violence in their presence since extensive
massacres already took place before their their arrival;

“ 2. Observers may not be able to meet with the victims, since they were probably
whisked off to an inaccessible location;

“ 3. The head of the Arab League delegation, Sudanese General Mohamed Dhabi,

is likely to be complacent towards the crimes of the "regime" since, allegedly, he is
himself a war criminal.
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tourne au massacre
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Le Figaro (France)
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Tagesspiegel (Allemagne / Germany)

Kein Ende der Kampfe und
Massaker in Assads Reich

SYRIEN Ein sudanesischer General leitet
die Beobachtermission der Arabischen Liga

DAMASKUS/BERLIN  dpa/afp/
taz | Wenige Stunden vor An-
kunft der ersten arabischen Be-
obachterin Syrien haben Aktivis-
ten dem Regime von Prasident
Baschar al-Assad neue Massaker
an Oppositionellen vorgewor-
fen. Sie berichteten am Donners-
tag, dass regimetreve Krafte am
Mittwoch im Bezirk Dschabal al-
Sawija 70 Menschen getdtet hat-
ten. In dem Dorf Flaifel hatten
die Regierungstruppen ein Mas-
sengrab ausgehoben, um ihre
Opfer dort zu verscharren. Der
Bezirk befindet sich in der nord-
lichen Provinz Idlib.

Ein Syrer aus Dschabal al-Sa-
wija, der vor einigen Tagen in die
Tarkei geflohen war, sagte in ei-
nem Telefoninterview, Augen-
zeugen hatten ihm berichtet, die
Armee habe auch am Mittwoch
wieder mehrere Dorfer atta-
ckiert. Die Bewohner der Ort-
schaft Kafr Owaid seien aufge-

fordert worden, inihren Hausern
zu bleiben. Wer sich auf der Stra-
£e blicken lasse, werde erschos-
sen. Alle Apotheken und das ein-
zige Krankenhaus der Region sei-
en zerstort. Ein Feldlazarett der
Regimegegner sei beschossen
worden. Die Opposition rief far
Freitag unter dem Motto _Proto-
koll des Totens” zu neuen Mas-
senprotesten auf.

Die Arabische Liga schickte
am Donnerstag ein erstes Team
von Experten nach Damaskus,
das die geplante Beobachtermis-
sion von insgesamt 150 Personen
vorbereiten sollte. Die Mission
wird vom sudanesischen Gene-
ral Mohammed Ahmed Mustafa
al-Dabi geleitet, der auf eine lan-
ge Karriere in Militar und Ge-
heimdienst zur0ckblickt. So war
er vom 30. Juni1989, dem Tag, als
Prasident Omar al-Baschir die
Macht ergriff, bis August 1995
Leiter des Militarischen Geheim-
dienstes. Nach einem kurzen
Zwischenspiel als Chef der Aus-
landsspionage leitete er wvon
1996 bis 1999 die militarischen

Operationen gegen den nach Un-
abhangigkeit strebenden Sod-

sudan. Auch in Darfur, wo 2003
ein bewaffneter Konflikt aus-
brach, war er im Einsatz, unter
anderem als Ansprechpartner
for die UNO.

Die Entsendung der Beobach-
ter gehdrt zu einem Plan der Ara-
bischen Liga vom 2. November.
Sie fordert ein Ende der Gewalt,
den Ruckzug der bewaffneten
Krifte des Regimes aus den Stad-
ten und die Freilassung der Ge-
fangenen. Mehrere Vertreter der
syrischen Position erklarten, die
Mission sei Teil einer Verschwo-

rung des Regimes. BS.
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The Independent (Royaumne-Uni / United Kingdom)
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New York Times - International Herald Tribune (USA)

Arab League delegates arrive in Syria

BEIRUT

BY KAREEM FAHIM

Delegates from the Arab  League
traweled to Svrin on Thursday to see
whether the government of President
Bashar akAssad keeps its promises to
withdraw heavy military weapons from
the country’s cities and start a dinkogue
with its opponents. The delegation’s ar-
rivalis the first stepin a planned deploy-
ment of hundreds of owtside observers.

Meanwhile, humsan rights activists re-
ported continuing violence in the Jabnl
Zawiya area, in northwestern Syria and
near the Turkish border. AL least 160
people have been killed over the past
o days, activists saud, after goverm-
ment lrocps mounted a Jarge scale al-
tack on defecting soldiers in the area,

A video posted on the Internet was
said by activists to show the bodics of
dozens of men who were Killed in the
fighting, many with badly dishgured
faces. The viden, posted by the Syviam
Cbservatory for Human Rights, which
is based in Lomlon, showed at Jeast 43
bodlies in a row on the ground.

At least T0 recently defected soldiers

were killed in the fighting, accoeding to
leadlers of a militia, the Free Syrian
Army, that is compased of defectors
They said other defectors were hiding in
the mountains along with cavilians who
had fled their homes, and were sur-
rounded by Mr. Assad’s forces.

Turkey added strong cntcism on
Thursday to growing international con-
demnation of the Syrian government's
vialence, A statement on the Turkish
FPoreign Ministry's Web site called on
Syriatoend its *'polcy of oppression.”

“No administration can emerge vic-
tarsous from a fight agamst its own
people” the statement =aid.

The lvead of the Arab League delega-
ton, Samir el-Yazal, saud he aned the other
members would work with top Syrian of-
facials to choose where 10 send obsery-
ars, The Assockated Press reported,

Opposition groups and human nghts
activists have expressed doubts about
whether the league’s observers will be
ahble to complete thear work withoat in-
terference fram the Assad gavernment.
They have also questioned the chokce of
its Jeader, Gen. Mohammed Ahmed
Mustafa al-Dabi, & former head of mili-
Lary intelligence in Sadam.

Voltairenet.org

Egypt premier seeks talks

Prime Minister Kamal el-Ganzourl on
Thursday called for national dialogue to
resolve the Egvpt's political crisis and
pleaded for a two-month calm to restore
security after weeks of protests and
bloodshed, The Associated Press re-
parted from Cisro.

Mr. Ganzouri, who was appointed hy
the malitary, also said it was eager 1o re-
linquish power to civilian rule, as de-
manded by some activists and those
still staging protests i Caro in the
streets around Taheir Square,

“They wamnt 1o keave today, not tomor-
row,” he said without elaborating.

Few, if any, of the activiats demanding
an immediate end o military rule,
however, are likely to take up the offer of
dialogue. Instead, they are focused on
finding ways to persuade and pressure
the generals to quickly step aside, like
offering them immunity over the deaths
of pratesters,

The death toll from violenoe over the
past week near Tahrir Square reached
17 on Thursday after 2 protesters died of
thedr wounds, the Health Ministry sasd.




Wall Street Journal (USA)
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European Pressphoto Agency
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, center, with a delegation of clan leaders in Damascus on Thursday, shown in a handout photo from Syria’s Sana news agency.

Arab Observers Head to Syria

Associated Press

BEIRUT—Arab League delegates
traveled to Syria on Thursday to ar-
range the deployment of foreign
monitors under a plan aimed at end-
ing the regime’s deadly nine-month-
old crackdown on dissent.

The delegates arrive in the midst
of a new international uproar over
activist reports that government
troops killed more than 200 people
in two days, with Turkey condemn-
ing President Bashar al-Assad over
the “bloodbath.”

The opposition says it suspects
Mr. Assad’s agreement to allow hun-
dreds of Arab League monitors in
after weeks of stalling is only a tac-
tic to buy time and ward off a new
round of international sanctions.

“The Syrian regime has exploited
signing the Arab League initiative to
escalate the brutal military cam-
paign against revolting towns and
cities,” said Burhan Ghalioun, leader
of the Syrian National Council,
Syria’s main opposition group.

Mr. Ghalioun called on the
United Nations to “urgently inter-
vene” to stop the bloodshed, saying

the Arab peace initiative was no
longer enough.

Fresh raids and gunfire by gov-
ernment forces on Thursday killed
at least 19 people, most of them in
the central city of Homs and north-
ern Idlib province, according to the
British-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights and the Local Coordi-
nation Committees.

Activists have accused govern-
ment troops of a massacre on Tues-
day in Kfar Owaid, a village in the
rugged mountains near Syria’s
northern border with Turkey. A wit-
ness and activist groups said mili-
tary forces surrounded about 110
unarmed civilians and trapped them
in a valley, then proceeded to sys-
tematically kill all of them in an
hours-long barrage with tanks,
bombs and gunfire. No one survived
the onslaught, the activists said.

Turkey, which before the upris-
ing was a close ally of Syria, said
the violence flew in the face of the
spirit of the Arab League deal that
Syria signed and raises doubts
about the regime’s true intentions.

“We strongly condemn the Syr-
ian leadership’s policies of oppres-

sion against its own people, which
are turning the country into a
bloodbath,” the Turkish Foreign
Ministry said. It added that no ad-
ministration “can come out a winner
from a struggle against its own peo-
ple.”

On Wednesday, the Obama ad-
ministration said it was “deeply dis-
turbed” by Tuesday’s attack on Kfar
Owaid and accused the Syrian gov-
ernment of continuing to “mow
down” its people. The French for-
eign ministry said everything must
be done to stop this “murderous
spiral.”

The United Nations says more
than 5,000 people have died since
March as Syria has sought to put
down the uprising—part of the Arab
Spring protests that have toppled
long-serving unpopular leaders in
Tunisia, Egypt and Libya.

Activists said given the high
death toll of the past few days, the
government appears to be trying to
control the situation on the ground
before the full Arab League monitor-
ing team arrives.

Activists said government forces
appeared to have gained full control

of the rebellious Jabal al-Zawiya re-
gion, where Kfar Owaid is located,
as of Wednesday evening.

Many activists blamed the Arah
League for giving the Syrian regime
a lifeline and a chance to kill more
people, and called for nationwide
protests on Friday against the ob-
server mission.

In addition to the monitors, the
Arab League plan calls for Syria ta
halt its crackdown, open talks with
the opposition, withdraw military
forces from city streets and allow in
human-rights workers and journal-
ists.

The 22-member Arab League has
also suspended Syria’s membership
and leveled economic and diplo-
matic sanctions.

The Syrian government hasn’t
commented on the death toll in Kfar
Oweid and other areas in the past
few days, but state-run news agency
SANA said Thursday that its forces
stormed areas in southern and
northern Syria, arresting and kill-
ings dozens of “terrorists” during
raids and clashes. Syria blames ter-
rorists and foreign agents for the
uprising.
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First Arab League
team arrives in Syria

ALEXANDRA ZAVIS

AND Rima MARROUCH
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

Syrian opposition activ-
ists said there was no letup
in a government crackdown
as anadvance team fromthe
Arab League arrived in the
country Thursday to pre-
pare for the arrival of ob-
servers to assess whether
the government is comply-
ing with a peace initiative.

Antigovernment activ-
ists are skeptical that Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s admin-
istrationis sincere aboutim-
plementing the agreement,
which calls for a withdrawal
of security forces from the
streets, the release of politi-
cal prisoners and dialogue
with the opposition.

They accuse the govern-
ment of buying time and try-
ing to avoid greater interna-
tional involvementina crisis
that the United Nations says
has Killed more than 5,000
people since the start of ma-
jor antigovernment protests
in March.

Syrian officials lay blame
for the bloodshed on foreign-
backed armed gangs, but
say they are committed to
finding a political solution.

The official Syrian Arab
News Agency said the gov-
ernment sent a letter to U.N.
entities Thursday complain-
ing that more than 2,000
members of its security
forces had been Killed, but
that it still faced denials that
terrorists are operating in-
side Syria.

Syria has barred most
foreign journalists, making
it almost impossible to verify
the accounts of either side.

The Arab League delega-
tion arrived amid an inter-
national outery over reports
that Syrian forces had Killed
more than 200 activists, resi-
dents and insurgents in two
days of violence this week in
a mountainous region near
the Turkish border. Turkey,
aformer ally, is now harbor-
ing both armed and peaceful
dissident groups from Syria.
It accuses Damascus of cre-

Ugarit News Group

AN ARMORED VEHICLE is reportedly seen in
Damascus in an image from video. Activists say there
has been no letup in a government crackdown.

ating a “bloodbath.”

The Jabal Zawiyah re-
gion had become a haven for
army defectors, and has
been the scene of fierce
clashes and major protests.

Mohammed Fizo, amem-
ber of the Syrian Revolution
General Commission
reached in southern Turkey,
said government forces were
going house to house Thurs-
day inJabal Zawiyah, arrest-
ing males between the ages
of 15 and 45. The organiza-
tion is one of many groups
that has formed in opposi-
tion to Assad.

“Anyone who participat-
ed in demonstrations is be-
ing taken away,” Fizo said.

He questioned what the
Arab League can achieve
with sofew monitors. A team
olabout 30 s expected to ar-
rive in Syria this weekend
and grow to about 150 by the
end of December, according
toaleague official who asked
not to be identified because
heisnotauthorized to speak
to journalists.

That “is not enough to
understand what happened
in the Jabal Zawiyah moun-
tains, not to mention the
whole country,” Fizo said.

The Local Coordination
Committees, a network of
opposition activists, said se-
curity forces Killed as many
as 35 people across the coun-
try Thursday.

The largest number of
deaths, 25, was reported in
the central Homs region,
where there have been al-
most daily protests and es-
calating clashes between
government forces and army
defectors.

Anactivist reached inthe
city of Homs said there was
no sign that the government
was easing its crackdown.

The activist, who identi-
fied himsell as Shadi, said he
had seen an older man shot
in the head at a checkpoint
in downtown Homs on
Thursday. “People don't
have much hope or expecta-
tions fromthe observers,” he
said. “Do they really need
more evidence that we are
being Killed?”

alexandra.zavis
@latimes.com

Marrouch is a special
correspondent. News
assistant Amro Hassan in
The Times’ Cairo bureau
contributed to thisreport.
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Arab League deploys staff to
Syria ahead of monitors’ arrival

Observers are ‘waste of time,” analyst says

* By OREN KESSLER

A team from the Arab
League arrived in Syria on
Thursday, ahead of the
deployment of monitors to
judge whether Damascus was
implementing a peace plan

to which it agreed last
month.

The plan - to be supervised
by some 150 monitors -

SHABBAT

BEGINS ENDS

Jerusalem 4:00 p.m. 5:20 p.m.
Tel Aviy 419 pm 5:22 p.m.
Haifa 408 p.m. 5:19 p.m.
Beersheba 421 pm 523 p.m.
Eilat 424pm. 526 pm.

entails a withdrawal of troops
from Syrian cities, the release
of prisoners and dialogue
with the opposition.

Arab League sources have
said the advance team has a
dozen members, including
financial, administrative and
legal experts to ensure moni-
tors have free access across
Syria. The government of
President  Bashar  Assad
stalled for six weeks before
signing a protocol on Mon-
day to admit the monitors;
the main group is to arrive by
the end of the month.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said 21 people
were Kkilled on Thursday.
Most were in the central city
of Homs, but some were in
the northern province of
Idlib and the southern
province of Deraa, where the
anti-Assad protests first broke
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newal of the export authoriza-
tions. Such damages may
have a material impact on the
company'’s financial results,”
Elbit said.

Israel’s ties with Turkey hit
rock-bottom earlier this year,
when Ankara expelled the
Israeli ambassador after the
United Nations published its
report on the 2010 flotilla
incident. The report justified
Israel’s sea blockade over the
Gaza Strip. Since the flotilla,
diplomatic and military ties
have been at a bare mini-
mum.

In response to Elbit’s state-
ment, the Defense Ministry
stated: “The Defense Ministry
is holding regular discussions
with all of the relevant
authorities and decisions are
made on a professional basis
and in line with security and
diplomatic considerations.” e

ARAB LEAGUE

Continued from Page 1

out in March. Thursday’s
deaths came after Syrian
forces surrounded and killed
111 people this week in Idlib
in the deadliest assault since
the uprising began.

Analysts cautioned against
raising expectations that the
monitors” arrival would have
an appreciable effect in stop-
ping the violence.

“It's a complete waste of
time, since the agreement
has already been watered
down by the regime,” said

Michael Weiss, communica-
tions director at the Henry
Jackson Society, a London-
based foreign policy think
tank. “The escalation in vio-
lence we’ve seen in the last
48 hours... was an attempt
to clear the decks and
destroy the revolution once
and for all in advance of this
bit of theater.”

He told The Jerusalem Post
by phone that “this regime is
dead set on killing every
man, woman and child who
hits the street to protest in
favor of toppling the govern-
ment and instituting democ-
racy. Anyone who thinks that
will change, or that Assad
will go quietly or accept
some kind of asylum deal, is
kidding himself.”

Weiss authored a strategic
briefing paper released this
week, which argues that
despite the hazards of mili-
tary intervention, the cre-
ation of civilian “safe zones”
is a prerequisite for avoiding
a bloodbath of catastrophic
proportions.

“The only way to prevent a
Rwanda-style genocide in the
country is through military
intervention,” he said. “By
doing nothing we will be left
with a failed state.”

Conservative estimates place
the toll from the nine-month
uprising at 5,000 killed and
27,000 wounded, but Weiss
believes the body count is
closer to 8,000. With some
50,000 people missing, he

Voltairenet.org

said, that figure could be
much higher still.

Syrian authorities said on
Thursday that 2,000 soldiers
and security force members
had been killed since March.
That figure was nearly double
the previous number given
by Damascus, and follows
weeks of escalating attacks by
army deserters and gunmen
against forces loyal to Assad.

“There are more than 2,000
martyrs among the security
forces and army, at a time
when some still refuse to be
convinced about the pres-
ence of terrorists in Syria,”
Syria said in a letter to the
United Nations published by
state news agency SANA.

The letter came in
response to assertions by
the UN human rights chief
that Syria’s crackdown
could constitute crimes
against humanity.

Reuters contributed to this

report. *

BARKAT

Continued from Page 1

On Wednesday, Barkat
reportedly met with Rabbi
Shlomo Aviner of the Ateret
Kohanim Yeshiva, and on
Thursday with the Or Etzion
Yeshiva’s Rabbi Haim Druck-
man. Druckman expressed
support for the proposal,
according to Israel Radio.

Approximately 60,000
Jerusalem residents live on the
PA side of the barrier in
municipal Jerusalem, in five

mainr nainhharhAandc Af Kafr
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Arab League team in Syria to
set stage for monitors

BEIRUT: An advance team from the
Arsh Leasgne amived in Syris Thurs-
day shead of the deployment of mon-
iors © judge Demascus &
implementing & peace plan it agread

lsstmonth.

The m entzils 2 withdrawal of
troops the streets, release of pris-
oners and dizlogue with the opposi-
tion. Thousands have died in & crack-
down on protests agsinst President
Bashar Assad and, meressingly, in
fighting betwee n mutinoos troops and
security forces.

Arsh e sources have said the
advance eam, kedby op League offi-
cial Samir Seif al-Y: 1508 &
dozen le, incloding financial,
administrstive and legal experts ©
ensuwre monitors have free sccess
across Syria.

The mission's leader, veteran
Sudanese military intelligence officer
General Mohammad Ahmad Mustafs
&l-Dahi, szid its numbers would swell
to & sl of between 150 and 200 in
the following days.

According to the protocol govemn-
ing the mission, they will number an

“amount rezsonable © shthe
mission™ and will inclode “Arsbcivil-
ian and military experts chosen by
Arsh coantries or arganzations.™

Their task will comsist of “monitos
ing the cessation of vioknce on 2l
sides, and © emsure the relesse of
detzinees amrested in comection with
the current crisis.” according to the
text of the protocol.

Syria PACE 9

Events in Syris are hard to verify
beczuse suthorties have banned most
i treportin
Mmmmwza&nﬂ Thursday
2000 soldiers and security force
members had been killed in nine
months of nnrest.

The security forces' death toll was
n double the previous figure giv-
ma:;ymns al':ie fdbwz%le&gof
escalsting attacks by army deserters
and gunmen agsingt forces byal ©
President Bashar Assad.

“Thereare more than 2 000 martyrs

TURN TO PACE 10
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Arab League to set stage for monitors

FROM PACE 1

among the secarity forces and army, at 2 time when some still refuse tobe con-
vincad shout the presenceof errorists in Synia ?\'a szid in2 letterto the Unit-
ed Nations published by state news agency SANA.

TheletuwnainmsponmnaocmaﬁombymelhiedNaiomhunmdﬁl.m
chief Navi Pillay that Syria s crackdown on proests — in which she said last
7 e e T T

ow n uman Rights -
ian forces had smonmladymd killed 111 e this week in the northem
province of Idlib, in the deadliest ssssult since the uprising erupied in March.

The escalating death toll has rsised the specter of civil war in Syria with
Assad, 46,38l trying to stamp out protesss with roops and tanksdespie iner

sanctions,

The Observ said another 21 people were killed Thursdsy. Most were in
the central city of Homs but some were in Idlib and the southern province of
Derzz where the anti-Assad protesss first broke out, inspired by the Arab Sprin
revolts which have overthrown rulers in Egypt, Tunisis and L%yya. ’

The British-based Observatory 's director Rami Abdul-Rahmen said Assad's
forces appeared to be rying to crush oppasition in Idlib and Derss before the
arival of the main monitoning team.

Idlib has been 2 hothed of the proest movement. As in other centers of unrest,
rmafnl protests have incressingly given way to armed confrontztions, often

ed by army deserters.

Themain noo%m National Council szid 250 @ had been killed
Mondsy and in “bloody massacres.” including 2 local imam it ssid was
beheaded. It wged the ArabLesgue and United Nations © protect civilisns,

German's Foreign Ministry saxd Thursday it had summoned Syris's ambas-
sador © Berlin © demand an immadiate halt to the “brutsl™ repression of ant-
regime demonstrators by government forces.

“The brutal acts by the security forces sgainst he Syrian populstion are
shaolutely ¢ and 2 flagrant violation of Syris 's agreement with the
Arzh e,” said Boris Ruge, incharge of Middle East affsirs stthe ign
Minstry. “Given the crimes that have come out into the open, everyone d
be asking himself if he can morally serve such 2 regime.™ he ssid in 2 stetement.

Syrian officials say over 1.000 prisoners have been freed since the Arsh
League plan was agreed and that the army h:s'g’nledmtddias.'lhegman-
ment has sed a parlismentary election early next year 23 well as constitu-
tional reform which might locsen the rmuling Baath 'sgn’pmm.

Syrian pro®esters called for protess under the banner proto-
col.” in reference 1o the Arsh observers' protocol which the Syrian government
signed Monday. Syrian &o—cbnoutcy activists are deeply skeptical shout

len

Assad's commitment to the plan. — Reuwrs AFP

Voltairenet.org
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Syria death toll higher, tops
U.N. figures: rights group

SYRIA DEATH TOLL
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KFAR OWAID
MASSACRE WILL
HAUNT SYRIA

Arab League should take more forceful
action against the Al Assad regime

1¢ Syrian armed forces killed at least
people in one terrible day this week
when they surrounded the village of
Kfar Owaid in the northern province
of [dlib and unleashed a barrage of
tank shells, rockets, gunfire, as well as
hombs filled with nails according to witnesses. The
bloodbath that left no survivors in the village, and the
massacre was part of days of continuous action by
the Svrian armed forces that left more than 200 Syr-
ians dead.

This shocking death toll was perpetrated on the very
day of the supposed start of the Arab League’s plan to
send in observers and stop the violence. The govern-
ment's willingness to continue Killing its own people
means that it is difficult to trust it when it claims ro
be ready to accepr the Arab League’s plan to end the
violence and send in observers to make sure that the
troops stop shooting unarmed people,

The massacre was strongly condemned by govern-
ments around the world, The White House said it
was “deeply disturbed”; France called it a “murder-
ous spiral”, and even the supine Arab League man-
aged to remind the Al Assad government of its re-
sponsibilities to protect its civilians. More than 5000
people have died in the nine-month uprising which
has continued since March,

The killing this week requires the Arab League and
its member states to take more forceful action. They
cannot sit back and watch its p roposals for the end
of violence be ignored to such devastating effect. If
the Arab League is capable of further action, then
it should call another summit, and be prepared to
entertain leaders of the Syrian opposition to under-
stand how the League can facilitate a dialogue be-
tween the opposition and the government.
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No optimism in Syria

The future not look bright as the political and sectarian
polarisation in the region has made things even worse

By MARWAN AL KABALAN
Special to Gulf News

fter weeks of diplomatic
wrangling, the Syrian re-
rime has finally agreed to

sign a protocol to allow an Arab
mission of military and civilian ob-
servers into the country. The pro-
tocol is part of an Arab League pro-
posal to end a nine-month crack-
down on protests against President
Bashar Al Assad’s rule.

Having come under huge Arab
and international pressure to halt
the brutal repression of the protest
movement, the regime opted for
compromise but as part of a strat-
egy to buy more time to silence the
opposition. Hence, it agreed to the
Arab peace plan but without sign-
ing it.

The idea from the very begin-
ning was to gain as much time as
possible by trying to negotiate
the League’s proposal. Threats by
the Arab League that if Syria does
not sign the protocol the question
would be referred to the UN Secu-
rity Council forced Damascus to
comply. The introduction of a draft
resolution on the Syrian crisis in
the UN Security Council by Russia
has also put pressure on the embat-
tled regime. Given the experience
of the past months, however, few
believe that the regime will honour
the agreement.

Since the beginning of the upris-
ing, the regime has imposed com-
plete blackout, preventing any sort
of independent reporting on the
crisis. It is very doubtful therefore
that the Arab observers will be able
to verify the different accounts on
the conflict, let alone alter its in-
creasingly violent trajectory, as the

Arab League would like to have.
In his latest press conference, Syr-
ian Foreign Minister, Walid Al
Mua’alem, hinted at restrictions
on the movement of the observers
in some areas under the pretext of
their safety. There are also differ-
ent interpretations between the
Syrian government and the Arab
League on the nature and mission
of the observers.

Arab League Secretary-General,
Nabeel Al Arabi, stated that the
protocol is mere mechanism to
ensure the implementation of the
Arab initiative on Syria. By con-
trast, the Syrian regime believes
that the major task of the observers
is to vindicate its contention that
the unrest was the work of armed
rebels, not peaceful protesters as
maintained by the opposition and
human rights activists.

Another major bone of conten-
tion between the two sides is the
question of what has truly been
agreed upon. The Syrian govern-
ment says that it agreed to the pro-
tocol but not the peace initiative.
The Arab League insists that the
protocol is just the preamble of the
initiative which Syria has already
accepted on November 2.

The Arab peace plan calls on the
Syrian government to remove its
forces and heavy weaponry from
restive cities, release all political
prisoners, allow the Arab and for-
eign media to report freely from
inside the country and finally open
a dialogue with opposition groups
in the Arab League Headquarters
in Cairo.

One does not need to think hard
to conclude that if the Syrian gov-
ernment agrees to implement
these steps, it would certainly lead
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to its demise. It is indicative that
since the signing of the protocol
last Monday, the daily death toll
has more than doubled.

The conflict has been compli-
cated as army defectors and armed
fighters have joined opponents of
the government. The political and
sectarian polarisation in the region
has made things even worse.

Iran, the government of Nouri
Al Maliki in Iraq, and the Leba-
nese Hezbollah — all happen to
be Shiite — are backing the regime
of Al Assad. The Arab Gulf states
alongside Jordan and Turkey are
not hiding their support for the
Syrian opposition. Syria today is in
the middle of a zero-sum conflict
with little prospect for political so-
lution. The regime will exploit this
situation to the maximum and will
try to balk at implementing the
Arab peace initiative until better
conditions are in place. The oppo-
sition, playing against a master in
political manipulation, has not so
far proved to be as good in translat-
ing the sacrifices of Syrian protest-
ers into political gains.

Caught in the middle of this situ-
ation, in the short run the future
does not look bright for Syrians
who at the moment do not have
good reasons to be optimistic.

Dr. Marwan Al Kabalan is Dean
of the Faculty of International
Relations and Diplomacy,
Kalamoon University, Damascus,
Syria.
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> For full article, log on to gulfnews.com/
opinions
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Bashar Al Assad meets a delegation of clan leaders from three cities located in the northeastern Syria, Deir Ezzour, Raqqa and Hasaka, ir
Damascus, on Thursday. — Reuters

League team arrives in Syria
anead of deploying monitors

CAIRO — An advance team from
the Arab League arrived in Syria on
Thursday ahead of deploying mon-
itors who will assess whether Da-
mascus is acting to end a bloody
nine-month crackdown on protests
against President Bashar Al Assad’s
rule, a League official said.

“We arrived in Damascus safely,”
Waguih Hanafy, a senior aide to Arab
League chief Nabil Elaraby and who
is travelling with the team, said by
telephone from the Syrian capital.

Syria said that more than 2,000
members of its army and security
forces had been killed in armed at-
tacks since the uprising against
Presiden Assad erupted in March.

It gave the figure in a letter to the
United Nations which was published
by the state news agency SANA.

In Cairo, Sudanese General Mo-
hammed Ahmed Mustafa Al Dabi
arrived for talks at the League
headquarters to be briefed on his
role in leading the 150-strong ob-
server team that could be sent to
Syria before the end of December,
provided preparations go smooth-
ly. Syria agreed in November to an

‘ During our
visit to Syria,
we will work on
some necessary
arrangements to
receive the mission

on the ground
Samir Seif Al Yazal

Arab plan demanding an end to
fighting, the withdrawal of troops
from residential areas, the release
of prisoners and the start of a dia-
logue with the opposition. It
balked for six weeks over letting in
monitors.

In that time, the League imposed
economic sanctions and threat-
ened to escalate the matter to the
UN Security Council, while the
death toll has soared as Syria has
turned its troops and tanks against
demonstrators. It finally signed a
protocol on monitors on Monday.

Dabi, who coordinated between

Sudan’s government and interna-
tional peacekeepers there, told
reporters at Cairo airport he
would meet League Secretary-
General Nabil Elaraby to follow
up on arrangements for the ob-
server mission.

He said observers would work
“with complete transparency to ob-
serve the situation in Syria”, adding
it would hold continuous meetings
in the field with all factions, includ-
ing the Syrian army, opposition,
security forces and humanitarian
groups. League Secretary-General
Nabil Elaraby told Reuters on Tues-
day that 150-strong observers
would demand free access to hos-
pitals, prisons and other sites across
the country.

He also said the team would is-
sue daily reports that would be
shown to but not vetted by the Syr-
ian authorities. Elaraby said the
monitors could be in Syria before
the end of December.

The advance team making prep-
arations for the mission is led by
top League official Samir Seif Al
Yazal and comprises 11 people, in-
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_Members of
“Syrian security
foces killed so far

cluding financial, administrativ
and legal experts, officials said.

“During our visit to Syria, we wi
work on some necessary arrange
ments to receive the mission on th
ground, such as accommodatior
transport, communications and se
curity,” Yazal said shortly before h
flew out of Cairo.

Elaraby said monitors woul
need no more than aweek from ar
rival to see whether Syria was abid
ing by the peace plan. He said 1
four-wheel drive vehicles were be
ing sent from Iraq to Syria to hel
out the observers. — Reuters
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Syria monitors warned of deceptions

Torture victims being
moved before Arab
League team arrives

Phil Sands
Foreign Correspondent

DAMASCUS // Arab League moni-
tors charged with overseeing an
end to violence headed to Syria
yesterday, with a promise of full
cooperation from the authorities
and warnings from activists that
steps were already being taken to
deceive them.

The advance group of about 12
officials, led by the senior Arab
League figure, Samir Seif Al Yazal,
will set up basic logistics for the
monitoring teams, which are due
to begin arriving on Sunday.

Their presence in Damascus coin-
cides with one of the bloodiest pe-
riods of the nine-month uprising.

Opposition groups said more
than 250 civilians and army defec-
tors have been killed by security
forces in the past 48 hours, mainly
inIdleband Deraa.

Military operations were also un-
derway in the eastern desert city of
Deir Ezzor, as well as rural Damas-
cus, activists said.

Syrian officials describe recent
military offensives as targeting
only “terrorists” and have guar-
anteed Damascus will honour the
Arab League observers agreement,
signed in Cairo on Monday.

“Itis in our interests to see this
mission succeed, because its task
is to examine the situation on the
ground, and it will realise that
things are not black or white - they
are much more complex,” said Ji-
had Makdisi, the foreign ministry
spokesman.

The foreign minister, Walid Moal-
lem, has said the observers will be
allowed into protest hot spots. He
believes the monitors’ findings
will support the government's
insistence it is fighting armed in-
surgents, rather than violently sup-
pressing largely peaceful political
demonstrations as contended by

opposition groups, human rights
monitors and Syria’s international
critics, including the United Na-
tions.

More than 5,000 civiliansand de-
fecting soldiers have been killed by
security services since March, ac-
cording to the UN. It based its hu-
man rights report on testimonies
collected from outside of Syria be-
cause its monitoring team was not
permitted entry.

The Syrian authorities have said
the report has no credibility be-
cause it was based on dubious
sources.

Yesterday Syria’s state-run news
agency said more than 2,000 sol-
diers and members of the security
forces have died in attacks in the
pastnine months. The figures were
inaletter sent by the Syrian govern-
ment to the UN Security Council
and Human Rights Council.

The Arab League chief, Nabil Al
Arabi, has acknowledged his ob-
servers faced a daunting task es-
tablishing the facts in a hotly con-
tested environment that in places

They have already
started moving
prisoners and torture
victims into military
hospitals where they
will be off limits

Syrian activist

already resembles a war zone. He
calledita“completely new mission
in every sense of theword”.

But he also said it will take just
one week to know if the Syrian au-
thorities were complying with the
deal, stressing “implementation
in good faith” was essential.

Opposition activists said that
good faith had already been under-
mined, notonly by the ongoing use
of deadly violence against protest
neighbourhoods, but also by the
authorities actively working to cov-
erup theiractions on the ground.

Oncofthe clauses of the final pro-
tocol agreed by Syria and the Arab
League prevents monitors from
accessing military zones, which,
according to opposition groups,
gives the government wide scope
to declare areas out of reach.

“They have already started mov-
ingwounded prisoners and torture
victims into military facilities and
military hospitals where they will
be offlimits to the observers,” said
oneactivist.

“They [the authorities] can put a
few soldiers on guard atany build-
ing they want to hide and ‘well,
that'sa militaryareasoyou can’t go
in". They canalso stop anyone talk-
ing to the ordinary soldiers.”

A series of military and security
installations in and around Da-
mascus have been identified by ac-
tivists as major detention facilities
implicated in abuses of detainees.
Those will all be out of bounds to
the monitors under the terms the
Arab League agreed.

No non-Syrians have been al-
lowed to inspect detention facili-
ties in military bases or security
service offices, where the bulk of
political prisoners are thought to
be held. This year the Red Cross
was, for the firsttime, given limited
access to a prison for criminals in
Damascus but there have been no
repeatvisits.

Syrian officials deny using torture
against detainees and have said
thatall arrests are made in accord-
ance with the law.

Arab League observers will also
be required to inform the Syrian
authorities in advance where they
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plan to travel,althoughitis unclear
if that will involve a detailed daily
disclosure of the team’s itinerary
or a more general outlining of ar-
casofinterest.

With the Syrian government re-
sponsible for the monitors’ safety,
analysts said officials were certain
to argue they must be told specific
details about travel plans.

For the same reason, observers
may not be able to visit areas the
authorities deem to be too danger-
ous, activists said, or will be accom-
panied by armed Syrian security
teams, further undermining their
chances of unfettered access to
protests areas.

“We expect lots of tricks, it will
be a dirty game,” an activist said.
“Soldiers and secret police will
be dressed up in ordinary police
clothes, shabbiha [pro-govern-
ment militia] will be pulled out of
areas before the monitors arrive,
any blood will be washed off the
streets.”

Activists say military units are
routinely put in civilian clothes or
police uniforms, and transported
in ordinary buses, rather than
clearly marked military vehicles, to
hide theiridentities.

In some areas, including Homs,
residents said armoured vehicles
have been painted blue, in an effort
to portray them as police rather
than army equipment.

Underits November 2 agreement
with the Arab League, Syria should
have pulled all military forces out
of urban centres, released all polit-
ical prisoners and begun talks with
the opposition.

Failure to implement that deal
resulted in the Arab League impos-
ing economic sanctions, in addi-
tion to Syria’s suspension from the
organisation.

At least 150 human rights, legal
and security experts are expected
to have taken up position in the
country by the start of January. The
mission is due to last for a month,
with a possible one-month exten-
sion by agreement between Da-
mascus and the Arab League.

# psands@thenational.ae
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Arab League team in Syria
to prepare monitoring

CAIRO — An advance team from the Arab
League arrived in Syria yesterday ahead of de-
ploying monitors who will assess whether Da-
mascus 1s acting to end a bloody nine-month
crackdown on protests against President As-
sad’s rule, a League official said.

“We arrived in Damascus safely,” Waguih
Hanafy, a senior aide to Arab League chief Na-
bil Elaraby and who is travelling with the team,
said by telephone from the Syrian capital.

In Cairo, Sudanese General Mohammed
Ahmed Mustafa al Dabi arrived for talks at the
League headquarters to be briefed on his role
i leading the 150-strong observer team that
could be sent to Syria before the end of De-
cember, provided preparations go smoothly.

Syria agreed in November to an Arab plan
demanding an end to fighting, the withdrawal
of troops from residential areas, the release of
prisoners and the start of a dialogue with the
opposition. It balked for six weeks over letting
n monitors.

In that time, the League imposed economic
sanctions and threatened to escalate the mat-
ter to the UN Security Council, while the death
toll has soared as Svria has turned its trooos

and tanks against demonstrators.

Dabi, who co-ordinated between Sudan’s
government and international peacekeepers
there, told reporters at Cairo airport he would
meet League Secretary-General Nabil Elaraby
to follow up on arrangements for the observer
mission.

He said observers would work “with com-
plete transparency to observe the situation in
Syria”, adding it would hold continuous meet-
ings in the field with all factions, including the
Syrian army, opposition, security forces and
humanitarian groups.

League Secretary-General Nabil Elaraby
said on Tuesday that 150-strong observers
would demand free access to hospitals, prisons
and other sites across the country.

He also said the team would issue daily re-
ports that would be shown to but not vetted by
the Syrian authorities. Elaraby said the moni-
tors could be in Syria before the end of Decem-
ber. The advance team making preparations for
the mission 1s led by top League official Samir
Seif al Yazal and comprises 11 people, includ-
ing financial, administrative and legal experts,
officials said. — Reuters
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Al team
arrives in
Syria as
observers

BEIRUT — An advance team
from the Arab League arrived
in Syria on Thursday ahead of
the deployment of monitors
to judge whether Damascus is
implementing a peace plan it
agreed last month.

The plan entails a with-
drawal of troops from the
streets, release of prisoners
and dialogue with the opposi-
tion. Thousands have died in a
crackdown on protests against
President Bashar Al-Assad
and, increasingly, in fighting
between mutinous troops and
security forces.

Arab League sources have
said the advance team, led by
top League official Samir Seif
Al-Yazal, comprises a dozen
people, including financial,
administrative and legal ex-
perts to ensure monitors have
free access across Syria.

The main group of around
150 observers is to arrive by
the end of December.

Events in Syria are hard
to verify because authorities
have banned most indepen-
dent reporting.

The escalating death toll
has raised the spectre of civil
war in Syria with Assad still
trying to stamp out protests
with troops and tanks despite
international sanctions. Tur-
key has condemmned Syria’s
policy of “oppression which
has turned the country into a
bloodbath”. — AP
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Turkey is uneasy
and concerned over
‘bloodbath’ in Syria

"W CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

. Turkey on Thursday said in the statement that
the violence was in stark contrast to the spirit of the
Arab League deal Syria signed on to and is raising
doubts about Syria’s “true intentions.”

“We strongly condemn the Syrian leadership’s
policies of oppression against its own people,
which are turning the country into a bloodbath,”
the Turkish Foreign Ministry statement said. “The
protocol aims to take protection of civilians under
guarantee, and within this framework it aims to
end violence in the country in the first place, to
prevent security forces and militia from interven-
ing in pacifist demonstrations, and to ensure the
withdrawal of those forces from provinces and
other settlements,” the ministry said.

It said no administration “can come out a win-
ner from a struggle against its own people.”

Syria signed an Arab League initiative on Mon-
day that will allow Arab observers into the country,
bowing to growing international pressure to end
its bloody crackdown on a nine-month uprising.
The regime’s acceptance of observers after weeks of
delays came after a warning from Arab leaders that
they would turn to the UN Security Council for ac-
tion to try to end President Assad’s crackdown that
the UN says has killed at least 5,000 people.

Despite the latest violence, the Arab League ap-
peared to be going ahead with plans to send in its
first delegation of monitors on Thursday.

The advance team, led by the league’s assistant
secretary-general, Sameer Seif el-Yazal, was to ar-
rive in Syria later on Thursday. The team is to ar-
range logistics for an upcoming mission of around 20
experts in military affairs and human rights, which
will head for Syria on Sunday, led by Lt. Gen. Mo-
hammed Ahmed Mustafa of Sudan.

Another team of 100 observers will leave for
Syria within two weeks, according to the plan.

Activists said the Syrian government appeared
to be furiously trying to control the situation on the
ground before monitors from the Arab League arrive
under a plan to resolve the country’s crisis.

“They are trying to buy time, one hour after
another, hoping to gain the upper hand on the
ground,” said an activist in the northern village of
Kfar Owaid near the Turkish border, where more
than 100 people were killed on Tuesday.

Activists urge for an immediate international act
to stop the mass murder by the regime.

The Syrian army launched a massive military
strike in Homs to suppress defectors, but activists say
most of the victims were civilians. Today’s Zaman with AP
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