Les observateurs de la Ligue arabe a
la recherche des préetendues
exactions du gouvernement Assad
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Mardi 27 décembre 2011

Comme a son habitude, la presse atlantiste et du Golfe relaye sans les vérifier les
imputations de I'Observatoire syrien des Droits de ’'homme (Bureau londonien des
Fréres musulmans syriens). La ville de Homs serait assiégée par 400 blindés qui
pilonneraient le quartier de Baba Amro. L'armée aurait creusé des tranchées
autour de la ville pour empécher la population de fuir. En prévision de la visite des
observateurs de la Ligue arabe, le « régime» aurait modifié les panneaux
indicateurs afin qu'ils ne trouvent pas les lieux qu’ils cherchent.

Il ne vient a l'idée de personne que ce dernier détail n’a aucun sens a I’heure de
Google Map et des GPS.

Plusieurs journaux reprennent l'imputation de Maariv (Israél) selon laquelle le
président Bachar el-Assad prépare son exil a Moscou. En réalité, il envisageait un
voyage officiel qui a été repoussé au vu de l'instabilité politique en Russie.

* Les éditorialistes du Figaro (France) et de The National (EAU) se demandent si
la Ligue arabe sera a la hauteur du nouveau réle qu’elle ambitionne depuis la
réforme de son mode de décision (majorité et non plus consensus).

Cependant, on n’a jamais vu qu’une organisation inter-gouvernementale ait pour
fonction de prendre a la majorité des décisions coercitives contre un de ses
membres.

e Le Temps (Suisse) diffuse a son tour le reportage qu’Edith Bouvier a déja publié
dans Le Figaro (France). Apres ABC (Espagne), c’est le troisieme grand quotidien
européen a confirmer que des membres d’Al Qaida en Libye commandent
I’Armée syrienne libre.

e Le Corriere della Sera s’en prend a Asma el-Assad, I'épouse du président. Apres
avoir célébré, il y a peu, sa beauté et son charme, le quotidien italien la compare
a Mme Ben Ali.

* Jonathan Schanzer observe dans le Jerusalem Post que le Hamas est aujourd’hui

divisé en deux factions. L'une aspire a profiter de la reconnaissance
internationale des Freres musulmans en abandonnant la lutte armée, tandis que
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I'autre —soutenue par Damas— persiste a penser que la lutte ne peut étre
qu’'armée.

e Malgré les pressions publiques dont il fait I'objet, le ministre libanais de la
Défense, Fayez Ghosn maintient ses accusations sur l'infiltration d’Al Qaida dans
le camp de réfugiés syriens d’Ersal, rapporte L’Orient-Ie Jour.

e L’éditorialiste de Today’s Zaman (Turquie), Ergun Babahan, note que le chaos
en Irak et en Syrie favorisera les ambitions des Kurdes a créer leur Etat. Dans
cette perspective, il interprete les débats actuels en Turquie pour une réforme
constitutionnelle comme I'anticipation d’'un Etat fédéral turc qui absorberait les
provinces du Kurdistan irakien et du Kurdistan syrien.

Toutefois, la carte de I'état-major US du remodelage du Moyen-Orient élargi
prévoit au contraire d’'amputer la Turquie de sa province kurde pour créer un
Etat kurde indépendant et fédéral.

e Le Tehran Times rapport des propos ironiques du président Ahmadinejad sur
les souverains du Conseil de coopération du Golfe qui manoeuvrent la Ligue
arabe contre la Syrie. Il s’agit selon lui d’'un club de dictateurs qui donne des
lecons en matiere d’élections et de démocratie.

e L'universitaire Wu BingBing analyse dans le Global Times 1’évolution du Moyen-
Orient comme la conséquence tardive de la disparition de I'URSS. La fin du
systéme bipolaire a ouvert la voie a une tentative d’hégémonie des Etats-Unis, et
maintenant de la Turquie. Cependant l'intérét de Pékin est de s’opposer a tout
systéme unipolaire et, au contraire, de favoriser 'émergence d’'une gouvernance
multipolaire.
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Le Monde (France)

La mission d’observation en Syrie entre en action

Les expertsde la Ligue arabe doivent se rendre le 27 décembre, dans la ville d' Homs, encerdée par I'armée syrienne
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Le Figaro (France)
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Libération (France)

En Syrie, Homs toujours
dans la tourmente

REPRESSION Au moins 23 personnes ont éte tuées
hier par les forces de Bachar al- Assad.

} SYRIE
eHoma

es forces syriennes ont

lancé une offensive

militaire majeure con-
tre plusieurs quartiers de
Homs, un bastion de I'oppo-
sition au régime, faisant au
moins 23 morts, 2 quelques
heures de 1'arrivée des ob-
servateurs de la Ligue arabe.
«Des tirs d'obus et de nu-
trailleuses lourdes contre le
quarte de Baba Anro ont fat
hermatin 15mortsetdes di-
ames de bessés. La situation
est gffrayante et le pilonnage
est plus inense que les trots
derniers jours», a affirmé
I'Observatoire syrien des
droits de I'homme (OSDH).
Assaut. Plus au nord, trois
civils, dont un adolescent,
ont été tués dans [a province
de Hama quand les forces de
sécurité ont tiré sur des ma-
nifestants 3 Khattab, et un
jeune homme de 17 ans a été
tué par les tirs de 'armée 3
Sarageb, dans la région
d’Idleb (nord- ouvest).

L'OSDH, basé au Royaume-

Unid, 2 dermandé au secrétaire
général de la Ligue arabe,
Nabil al-Arabi, «d ntervenr
Immédiaement» pour empé-

cher un assaut contre I'hdpi-
tal al-Hikma, situé aux
abords de Baba Amro, et
«['arrestation des biessés qu
s'y rouvent».

Le Conseil national syrien
(CNS), qui regroupe la pha-
part des courants de "oppo-
sition, avait déja demandé
dimanche 3 la mission de
1a Ligue de se rendre immé-
diaternent 3 Homs, trosiéme
ville du pays située 3160 km
au nomd de Damas. D'impor-
tantes manifestations contre
le régime s'y déroulent
régulidrement, ainsi que
des affrontements meur-
triers entre I'armée et des
déserteurs. La France a éga-
lement demandé aux autori-
tés syriennes de permettre
aux observateurs de se ren-
dre 3 Homs.

Une premibtre délégation
d’environ 50 experts civils et
militaires arabes était atten-
due hier soir en Syrie, dans
le cadre d'un protocole de
sortie de crise soutenu par ka
Ligue arabe. «La nussion ala
hibertéde se déplacer, encoor-
dinanon avec la partie sy-

rnenne et conformément au
protocole~ signé par Damas
et la Ligue arabe, a déclaré le
porte-parole du ministére
syrien des Affaires Strange-
res, Jihad Makdissi. Une pre-
migre équipe de 1a Ligue était
arrivée jendi 3 Damas pour
préparer 1a mission.

.3 mission,
dirigée par le général souda-
nais Mohammed Ahmed
Moustapha al- Dabi, fait par-
tie d'un plan de sortie de
crise qui prévoit I'armét des
violences, l1a libération des
détenus, le retrait de I'armée
des villes et la libre circulz-
tion dans le pays pour les ob-
servateurs arabes et la
presse. Damas avait accepté
ce plan le 2 novembre, tout
en continuant de réprimer la
révolte entamée 3 1a mi- mars
contre le régime de Bachar
al- Assad. Selon I"opposition,
«les forces de I'ordre ont
dhangéles poteaux indicaewrs
desnoms de heux» dans des
régions de Jabal al-Zaouia,
dans la province d'kdleb, afin
d'induire les observateurs en
erreur, et elle demande aux
experts arabes de prendre
contact directement «avec
les mulitants des droits de
I'homme sur le terram».

D'aprés AFP
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Le Parisien - Aujourd’hui en France
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La Croix (France)

En Syrie, I'offensive
contre la villede Homs se poursmt

) Des observateurs

de la Ligue amabe sont arrivés
4 Damas, dans le cadre

d'un plan de sortie de crise.
) La mission est dirigée par
le général soudanais Ahmed

Moustapha Al Dabi.

Homs, troisiéme ville de Syrie,

bastion de l'opposition situé au
nord de Damas, dans l'ouest du
pays, faitl'objetde toutes les atten-

tions. Les forces gouvernementales
ont lancé hier une offensive mili-
taire majeure pour prendre le

contréle du quartier majaritaire-

ment sunnite de Bab-Amro, faisant
au moins 15 morts, & quelques
heuresde l'arrivée des observateurs
arabesdans le pays. « Des tirs d obus
et de mitrailleuses lourdes contre le
quartier de Bab-Amyro ont fait lundi
matin au moins 15 tués et des di-
zaines de blessés. La situation est
effrayante et le pilonnage est plus

intense que les trois derniers jours »,
aaffimé I'Observatoire syrien pour
les droits de I'homme (OSDH), ci-
tantun militant sur place.

se déroulent régulié-
rement ainsi quedes
affrontements meur-
triers entre l'armée et
des « déserteurs ».
La mission des ob-
servateurs falt partie
d'unplan de sartie de
crise proposé par la
Ligue arabe, qui pré-

Quartier
Bab-Amro r

voit l'arrét des vio-
lences, la libération
des détenus, le retrait
de l'armée des vlles
etlalibre crculation
dans le pays pour les
observateurs arabes

puis jeudi pour préparer la mission
des observateurs. Le généralsou-

danais Mohammed Ahmed Mous-
tapha Al Dabi, qui doit diriger cette
mission, est pour sa partarrivé
dimanche soir & Damas.
L'OSDH, basé au Royaume-Uni,
a demandé au secrétaire général
dela Ligue arabe, Nabil Al Arahi,
« d'intervenir immédiatement »
pour empécher un assaut contre

Les opposants & Bachar Al Assad

restent sceptiques sur une mission

visant & survelller 'application d’'un plan de palx
qu’lls sont persuadés que Damas

ne respectera pas.

Cette offensive se déroule alars
qu’une premiére d élégation d'en-
viron 50 experts civils et militaires
arabes était attendue hier soir a
Damas, dans le cadre d'un proto-
coledesartiede arise, soutenu par
la Ligue arabe, pour mettre fin aux
violences qul ont fait des milliers
demoaorts depuis la mi-mars. Une
premiére éguipe est sur place de-

I'hépital Al-Hikma, situé aux
abords du quartier de Bab-Amro
et « larrestation des blessés qui s’y
frouvent ». Le Consell national
syrien (CNS), quiregroupe la plu-
part des courants de 'opposition,
avalt déja demandé dimanche &
la missionde la Ligue arabe de se
rendre iImmeédiatement & Homs,
ol d'importantes manifestations

Voltairenet.org

et la presse. Damas
avait officiellement
accepté ce plan le 2 novembre,
apres six semalines de terglversa-
tions, tout en continuant de tenter
d'étouffer dans le sang la révolte
entamée & la mi-mars contre le
rq;ime du président Bachar Al As-

Selon legénéral Ahmed Mous-
tapha Al Dabi, les observateurs
prévoientde rencontrer divers
protagonistes de la crise, issus de
l'armée comme des rangs de I'op-
position. La Ligue arabe espére
envoyer au total environ 150 ob-
servateurs enSyre dici 4 la finde
I'année.

Les opposants du président Ba-
char Al Assad restent sceptiques
surune mission visant & surveiller
I'application d'un plan de paix
qu’ils sont persuadés que Damas
ne respectera pas. Bourhan Gha-
lioun, chef du Conseil national
syrien (CNS), a estimé que la Ligue
arabe devaitaccentuer la pression
sur Damas en demandant au
Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU

d’adopterson plan de palx.
AGNES ROTIVEL
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)
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Suddeutsche Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Assad am Ende

Von Tomas Avenarius

Was das Internet t.giltBuhnr
al-Assad als

Bevor der Apple-Aficionado bqnnnen
hat, sein aufstandisches Volk zusammen-

mcheﬁen.hntermmhwsmlder

mncht: Als Vorsitzender du' Nahmalcn

utergesellschaft hat S Prasi-
dent Internet und Mobil onie verbrei-
tet DaswarAmdsustes.abcauchsan

e g g g e

glnstiger Kons undpohh-
scher Ideen zu surfen, ist das eine. Kine
Diktatur zu einem menschenwtrdigen
Gemeinwessn wrnzubauen, aller-
gﬁswtm&rﬂs iclerisches  drag

Oberflache. Gefordert sind Mut, Durch-
setzungskraft und Vertraoen in die Bor-
ger. Dem Internet-Hedonisten aus Da-
maskus fehlt jede einzelne dieser Refor-

mer-Qualitifen. Deshalb droht seinem
Land nun auch der

Die Syrer hatten Amsad junior beim
Amtsantritt als Emeuerer vertraut Er
hat ein Jahrzehnt tatenlos verstreichen
lassen. Assads Biographie erklirt dieses
Desaster. Der Prasident ist der Sohn ei-
nes Dikiators: Wenn der Vater die Schre-
ckenskraft der Folterbank preist, wird

Aufenthalt 1 im Weﬂu hat daran nichts
rﬂndtrt hat der
unior zwei J xn gelebt. Das
liberale Denken, far das Grofbritannien
steht, hat er beim Blick durch

Thmnlolgu'unstmeodnksol-
cher scheitert er jetxt.

Es geht aber nicht allein um das Uber-
leben oder den Untergang des Assad-Re-
gimes. Nach den Selbs!
von Damaskus zeichnet sich im Vielvol-
kerstaat das libanesische oder irakische
Szenario ab. Ob die Bomben in der

t wirklich von Militanten ge-

oder ob doch Assads Battel die An-
inszeniert haben, spielt keine ent-
schad:mkkolle Das Regime hat allen
Kredit t. Selbst ein reformierter
As=ad-S ist far einen betrachtlichen
Teil der Menschen keine Alternative

hr, cin islamistisc} i
cherweise schon. Aber auch nicht
far alle Neben dem Kampf zwischen ei-
nem Teil des Volks und seinem Herrscher
deuten daher alle Zeichen auf Knieg xwi-
schen den Volksgruppen: Mushime, Chris-
{en, nahostliche Sekten, Sakulare.

i‘.sxstmdnm:hrdsel?nge,obduA:-
sad-System untergeht, sondem nur
noch, wann es fillt. Wer nach dem abseh-

baren Ende auf dse Strahlkraft der Demo-
kratie hofft, dnrﬂc nbernbel enttiuschi

Emnufd:eGesdlsduﬁndppﬁup‘k
Kultur und Ordnung, die nie Wurzeln
schl Ja, Schichten haben Is-
T i Rekigion den Rocken gelochet
Oberklasse, Burokraten, Offizere,
Kunstler, Schriftsteller. Aber die breite
Hﬂe’Ncn.dlcmcht.

In den arabischen Llnhn nnd der

leben ohne Hilfe des Staats, mossen froh
mn,mnu'nemch!bd:dhgthuf:m

Selbstverstindnis pfeifen
sie. Sie zichen sich lieber n den Schutz
threr , Kirche oder Sekte
zurack. DnscsmSymmandcﬂgewum
sein ktante, ist die Mlusion derer, die
&mm&mdsundssdbw
lig immer nur vaor einem Spiegel posie-
ren. Sie wollen bei den anderen stets nur
die eigenen W enide-
cken. Aber Syrien hat sich in den vergan-
genen zehn, fonfzehn Jahren reislami-

ben, bleibt ihr Geheimnis. Sie j j
cix e Sie jagten je-

poli gnaden-
los, aber die S LeBen sie
Das erweist ssich im Aufstand

folgenreicher, als es eine islamisti-
sche Oppostionsfraktion im Parlament
= hatte werden konnen.

Der Name Assad bleibt Sinnbild far
Unfreihest, Korruption und Gewalt. Der
Staat des Vaters war drei Jahrzehnte
lang Garant far bleserne Stahalitat; sein
welflicher Staat war untrenmbar mit der
Daumenschraube verbunden. Auch der

sind
kmau!dembaudBStnntsvonoba,
mit unverhohlenem Anspruch auf den
Machterhalt. Wer dem , Angebot® wider-
spricht, verlebt die Wartezeit auf das
newe Syrien hinter Gittern, bestenfalls.
Wollte der Prusident den wirklichen

wird Assads neues S keinen Staat
machen. Und ohne sie wohl auch nicht
mehr. Erfolgreiche Reformen verlangen
mzwischen auch im Naben Osten mehr
als Wischen und Klicken auf dem iPad.
Sie verlangen die Abkehr vom Alten und
offenes Denken
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Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Schwere Angriffe auf Homs

SYRIEN Seit vier Tagen werden Stadtteile von Homs belagert und mit Morsern beschossen.
Am Montag starben wieder mehr als 20 Menschen. Arabische Liga soll auch nach Homs

BHRUT ntr/dapd/taz | In Syrien
hat die Armee unmittelbar vor

der Ankunft einer Becbachter-
mission der Arabischen Liga thre
Offensive gegen die Oppositi-
onsbewegung mit unverminder-
ter Harte fortgesetzt. In der Pro-
testhochburg Homs kamen nach
Angaben einer Menschenrechts-
gruppe allein am Montag min-
destens 20 Regierungsgegner
durch Granatenbeschuss der Ar-
mee und bei Schieflercien ums
Leben. Die Regierungstruppen
hitten den dritten Tag in Folge
Stadttefle unter Beschuss ge-
nommen, indenen vorallem An-

hinger der Opposition lebten,

erklarte die Syrische Beobachter-
stelle fur Menschenrechte in
London. Mehr als 120 Menschen
seien durch den Beschuss ver-
letxt worden.

In Amateurvideos im Internet
waren vier Leichen za sehen, die
vor einem Haus auf siner Strafle
in Baba Amir in Blutlachen la-
gen. Sie sollen bei einem Angriff
mit Morsergranaten ums Leben
gekommen sein In den Videos
waren die Stimmen aufgebrach-
ter Mannerund Fraven zu horen,
die nach Hilfe riefen. Gezeigt
wurden auch zerstorte Hauser
und Autos. In Syrien demonstrie-
ren seit neun Monaten Tausende

Die barbarischen
Massaker miissen
sofort aufhoren”

CHAUOUN

Menschen gegen die Herrschaft
von Prasident Baschar al-Assad
Bei den Protesten wurden nach
UN-Angaben mehr als 5000
Menschen getdtet.

Der syrische Oppositionsfah-
rer Burhan Ghalioun forderte
unterdessen die Arabische Liga
auf, die Vercinten Nationen in
die Bemithungen zur Beendi-

Voltairenet.org

gung des BlutvergicSens im
land ecinzubinden Der Vorsit-
zende des Syrischen Natiomalrats
wandte sich am Sonntag in ciner
im Fernschen bertragenen Re-
de an die Arabische Liga.

Jch rufe die Arabische Liga
auf, den UN-Sicherheitsrat um
die Verabschiedung thres Plans
zu bitten, um dessen Erfolgsaus-
sichten zu erhohen und so m
verhindern, dass das Regime sei-
nen Pilichten nicht nachkommt
erklarte Ghalicun. Er rief die in-
ternationale Gemeinschaft zu-
dem auf, .alle moglichen Mittel
anmwenden, um den Tragodien
der Menschen in Syrien cin En-
de” zu setzen. Die barbarischen
Massaker massen sofort aufho-
ren’, agte er. Bereits am Montag
sollten die ersten 50 der insge-
samt 150 Beobachter der Arabi-
schen Liga in Syrien eintreffen
Einige davon sollten am Dienstag
mach Homs reisen, um sich dort
ein Bild der Lage zu machen.

In Damaskus trugen am
Samstag Tausende die Opfer des
Doppelanschlags za Grabe und
bekundeten thre Unterstatzang
fur Assad. Am Freitag waren vor
den Gebauden von xwei Geheim-
diensten Autobomben detonlert.
Die Regierung machte al-Caida
dafar verantwortlich. Die Oppo-
sition bezweifelt diese Angaben
Bislang hat niemand die Verant-
wortung ubernommen. Wah-
rend des Trauermarsches skan-
dierten zahlreiche Menschen
Jod den USK” und forderten Ra-
che. Viele trugen Bilder von As-
sad und schwenkten Flaggen. GB
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Offensive sur Homs avant
Iarrivée des observateurs

A la veille de la
venue d’une mission
de la Ligue arabe,
Damas a lancé, hier,
ses troupes

contre ce bastion

de l'opposition

Bernard Bridel avecﬁFP—

Faire place nette avant 'arrivée
des témoins. A quelques heures
delavenue des observateurs de la
Ligue arabe, le régime de Damas a
lancé hier une offensive militaire
majeure contre plusieurs quar-
tiers de Homs, un bastion de I'op-
position au centre du pays, faisant
au moins 22 morts.

«Des tirs d’obus et de mi-
trailleuses lourdes contre le quar-
tier de Baba Amro ont fait lundi
matin quinze morts et des dizai-
nes de blessés. La situation est ef-
frayante et le pilonnage est plus
intense que les trois derniers
jours», a affirmé, hier, I’Observa-
toire syrien des droits de 'homme
(OSDH).

Sept civils ont péri dans
d’autres quartiers, selon laméme
source, et une femme a été tuée a
Talbissé, pres de Homs.

Déserteurs tués

Plus au nord, trois civils ont été
tués dans la province de Hama
quand les forces de sécurité ont
tiré sur des manifestants a Khat-
tab, et un jeune homme de 17 ans
a été tué par les tirs de ’'armée a
Saraqeb, dans la région d’ldleb
(nord-ouest). Dans cette région,
quatre déserteurs ont été tués
lors d’affrontements avec I'ar-
meée réguliére pres de la frontiére
turque, a rapporté 'OSDH. Des
explosions ont résonné a
Douma, prés de Damas, alors

«La situation
est effrayante
et le pilonnage
est plus intense
que les trois

derniers jours»

Observatoire syrien
des droits de 'homme

. ; ’ “
£ 'hdliy Y
I T -

Une vidéo montre un tank syrien pénétrant dans la ville d’Homs. Arp

que des affrontements entre de-
serteurs et soldats avaient lieu
dans I'un des quartiers de cette
ville.

L’OSDH, basé au Royaume-
Uni, a demandé au secrétaire ge-
néral de la Ligue arabe, Nabil al-
Arabi, «d’intervenir immédiate-
ment» pour empécher un assaut
contre I’hdpital al-Hikma, situé
aux abords de Baba Amro et «l’ar-
restation des blessés qui s’y trou-
vent». Le Conseil national syrien
(CNS), quiregroupe la plupart des
courants de 'opposition, avait
déja demandé dimanche a la mis-
sion de la Ligue de se rendre im-
médiatement a Homs.

Une premiére délégation d’en-
viron 50 experts civils et militaires
arabes était attendue hier soir en
Syrie, dans le cadre d’un proto-
cole de sortie de crise soutenu par
la Ligue arabe. Une premiére
équipe était arrivée jeudi a Damas

Voltairenet.org

pour préparer la mission, dirigee
par le géneral soudanais Moham-
med Ahmed Moustapha al-Dabi,
impliqué, soit dit en passant, dans
la guerre civile entre le Nord et le
Sud de son pays et dans celle au
Darfour (ouest).

Arrét des violences prévu
La mission de la Ligue arabe fait
partie intégrante du plan de sor-
tie de crise, qui prévoit I'arrét des
violences, la libération des déte-
nus, le retrait de I'armée des vil-
les et la libre circulation dans le
pays pour les observateurs ara-
bes et la presse. Damas avait ac-
cepté ce plan le 2 novembre, tout
en continuant de réprimer la ré-
volte entamée a la mi-mars contre
le régime du président Bachar al-
Assad.

Au total, la répression en Syrie
a fait au moins 5000 morts en
neuf mois, selon 'ONU.

10
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)
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Corriere della Sera (Italie / Italy)
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

Observadores
que se dedican a
mirar a otro lado

La opasicién denuncia que estan enhoteles
de lujo mientras la represion sigue en Homs
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El Pais (Espagne / Spain)

El Asad castiga la ciudad rebelde de Homs

El Bército leal al régimen sirio bombardea la capital de la insurreccion
coincidiendo con la llegada de los primeros observadores de la Liga Arabe
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La Vanguardia (Espagne / Spain)
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Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)
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The Irish Times (Irlande / Ireland)

Team of monitors
arrives in Syria as
20 die in clashes

MICHAEL JANSEN

AS ARAB League monitors ar-
rived in Syria yesterday, opposi-
tion activists reported that 20
people died in a restive quarter of
Homs during the continuing gov-
ernment crackdown on dissent.

The London-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said security forces targeted the
Bab Amr district of Homs, a strong-
hold of army defectors, with mor-
tar and heavy machine-gun fire.
Local residents stated that the well-
armed defectors replied.

Syrian official news agency
Sana said there was another clash
between armed elements and
troops in Deraa province; a “num-
ber” of the gunmen and one sol-
dier were said to have been killed
and eight wounded.

Human rights activists say 275
civilians have been slain over the
past week by government forces
and 150 have died during clashes
between loyalist troops and army
deserters.

The 50-strong observer mis-
sion, headed by Sudanese general
Mustafa Dabi, is to be divided into
five groups of 10 which will today
visit Damascus, the central cities
of Homs and Hama and the north-
ern province of Idlib.

Tomorrow, they are scheduled
to go to Qamishli and Deir al-Zor
in the east and Tartous and Banias
in the west.

Arab League secretary general
Nabil al-Arabi has said the mission

would need only a week to deter-
mine whether the Syrian authori-
ties and their opponents are adher-
ing to the terms of the league’s
peace plan, signed by Damascus
on November 2nd.

The plan calls for an end to vio-
lence by all parties, withdrawal of
troops from urban areas and the
release of all political prisoners
detained since unrest began in mid-
March.

The Syrian government delayed
the deployment of the monitors
for six weeks by pressing for
amendments to the protocol gov-
erning their mission. The docu-
ment was finally signed on
December 19th and an advance
team arrived in Damascus on the
2lst.

According to a team member,
they received the full co-operation
of the Syrian authorities.

Although Syria had said the
team would be barred from vis-
iting sensitive military sites, the
government may have changed its
mind since an official spokesman
has announced that the monitors
would be able to go wherever they
choose.

Syrian foreign minister Walid
Muallem has said he believes the
monitors will uphold the govern-
ment’s contention that “armed ter-
rorists” are behind the violence.

The UN estimates that 5,000
people have died over the last nine
months, while the government
says 2,000 security personnel
have been killed.

Voltairenet.org

18



19

Le Soleil (Canada)

Mardi 27 décembre 2011 / Tuesday, December 27, 2011

Le massacre se poursuit

L'arrivée d’observateurs en Syrie n’a rien changé a la répression

Agence France-Presse

DAMAS — Les forces syriennes
ont lancé hier une nouvelle of-
fensive contre laville de Homs,
un bastion de la contestation
du régime, faisant au moins
29 morts, quelques heures
avant l'arrivée d’'une premiére
délégation de 50 observateurs
arabes chargés de surveiller la
situation.

Larrivée des observateurs inter-
vient alors que I'Observatoire sy-
rien des droits de 'homme (OSDH)
qualifiait «d’effrayante» la situa-
tion & Homs. LOSDH a fait état, se-
lon un nouveau bilan, de 18 morts
dans le quartier de Baba Amro, qui
a essuye «des tirs d’obus et de mi-
trailleuses lourdes». «Le pilonnage
est plus intense que les trois der-
niers jours», selon 'OSDH.

Onze civils ont péri dans d’autres
quartiers de Homs, selon la méme
source. Une femme a ¢té tuce a
Talbissé, et un homme a Rastan,
deux localités pres de Homs.

D'importantes manifestations
contre le régime, violemment ré-
primées, se déroulent régulicre-
ment & Homs, troisicme ville du
pays, ou ont lieu également des af-
frontements meurtriers entre I'ar-
mée et des déserteurs.

Le Conseil national syrien (CNS),
qui regroupe la majorité de I'oppo-
sition, a pressé hier la Ligue arabe
et 'ONU de mettre un terme a la
«tragédie» en Syrie. Il a demandé
au Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU
d’adopter le plan de la Ligue arabe
sur la Syrie pour lui donner «plus
de force».

La mission des observateurs fait
partie d’un plan de sortie de crise
de la Ligue arabe qui prévoit I'ar-
rét des violences en Syrie, la libé-
ration des détenus, le retrait de
I'armée des villes et la libre circu-
lation dans le pays pour les obser-
vateurs arabes et la presse.

Damas avait accepté ce plan le
2 novembre, tout en continuant de
réprimer dans le sang la révolte.

Des Syriens se sont réunis dimanche dans la grande mosquée Omayyad, a Damas, pour une célébration funérair
destinée aux victimes de deux attentats suicide qui ont tué 44 personnes dans la capitale. Les cercueils étaient tou
couverts du drapeau rouge, blanc et noir de la Syrie. — pHOTO AP

Un porte-parole du CNS a affirmé
que des observateurs de la Ligue
arabe se trouvaient déja a Homs
mais «ils ont déclaré qu'ils ne pou-
vaient pas aller la ot les autorités
ne veulent pas qu'ils aillent».

NOMS DE RUE CHANGES

LOSDH a affirmé de son ¢oté que
les forces de I'ordre «ont changé
les poteaux indicateurs des noms
des lieux» dans des zones de Jabal
Al-Zaouia, dans la province d'Idleb
(nord-ouest), afin d'induire les ob-
servateurs en erreur.

Trente-sept civils au total ont été
tués hier par les forces du régime

dans le pays, selon I'OSDH. Selon
I'ONU, plus de 5000 personnes ont
61¢ tuces en Syrie depuis le début
de la révolte contre le régime du
président Bachar Al-Assad.

Le Canada a une nouvelle fois
demandé hier au régime syrien
de mettre fin a la répression et
proné la démission du président
Bachar Al-Assad, estimant qu'il
ne faisait que «retarder I'inévita-
ble» car il serait «bientot chassé
du pouvoir».

«Nous exhortons le régime &
mettre fin a la violence immédia-
tement et a accorder un acces
sans restrictions aux observa-

Voltairenet.org

teurs internationaux afin que le:
réformes réelles exigées par le:
Syriens puissent enfin étre amor
cées», a déclaré le ministre cana
dien des Affaires ¢trangeres Joh
Baird dans un communiqué, réa
gissant a la mort de plusieurs di
zaines de personnes tuces pa
I'armée & Homs.

«M. Al-Assad et ses partisan:
ne font que retarder I'inévitable
Le président a perdu toute crédi
bilité et bientot il sera chassé di
pouvoir. Il doit se retirer et per
mettre que justice soit faite»,
ajouté le ministre des Affaire:
étrangeres.
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Au moins 29 morts a Homs avant
I’arrivée des observateurs arabes

DAMAS — Les forees syrien-
nes ope lanceé hier une nouvelle
offensive contre la ville de Homs,
un bastion de la contestation du
régime, falsant au moins 29 morts,
quelgues heures avant l'arrivée
d'une promicre delégation de cin-
quantg observateuns arabes char-
205 do surveiller a situation,

«Une délégation de 50 obser-
vateurs est arrivée hier soir a
Damas», a Indiqué 1a wlévision
privée Dounia (proche du pou-
VOUT) precisant que dix d'estne eux
avabene ka natonalite egyptienns.

Le géndral soudanais Moham-
med Ahmed Moustapha al-Dabi,
qui doit diriger les olservateurs,
atalt arrive dimanche solr 4
Damsas,

La mission des observateurs
fait partie d'un plan de sortie de
crise de la Ligue arabe qui prévoit
I"arrée des violences en Syrie, la
libéragion des détenus, 1o retralt
de I'armee des villes et Ja libre
clrewtation dans le pays pour les
observatelrs arabes et |a presse.

Damas avait accepté ce plan le
2 novembre, tout en continuant de
reprimer dans ke sang la révolte.

L'arrivee des observateurs
Intervient alors gue I'Observa.
toire svrien des dnoits de ' Homame
(OSDH) qualifiale «d’effrayantes
la situation a Homs.

L'OSDH a fait état, selon un

Un char d'assaut syrien avance dans |a ville de Homs, o0 29 personnes
ont 814 tuges avant l'amvee des observateurs de la Ligue arabe.

nodvean bikan, de 18 morts dans
le quartier de Baba Amro, qui
a essuye «des thrs d'obus et de
mitraillewses loundeso, «Le pilon-
mAage st plus intense que les trois
dernlers jourse, selon 'OSDH.

Onee CiVIESs ont pegd dans drausres
quartiers de Homs (centre), selon
1a meme souree,

Dimportantes manifestations
contre le régime, violemment
reprinmdes, se découlent régulivme
ment A Homs (160 km au nond de
Damag), troisiéme ville du pays,
ol ont leu également des amfron-
tmnents meurtriers entre l'armée
et dles déserteurs.

Le Conseil national syrien, qui
regroupe la majoricd de opposi-

Voltairenet.org

tlon, a presse hier ia Ligue arabe
ot 'ONU die mettre un terme A 1a
stragédiex en Syrle

11 & demandé au Consedl de sécu-
rite de 'ONU dadopter e plan de
la Llgue arabe sar ka Syrie pour hul
donner « plus de foroes

«lLe plan arabe est un bon plan
pour désamorcer Ia crise mais
Je crois que 1a Ligue arabe n'a
pas vraiment les moyvens de fal-
re appliquer ce plan», a déclard
Burhan Ghalioun, président par
intérim du CNS, Jors d'une confo-
rence de presse & Parls.

Trente-sopt civils au total ont écé
tués hier par les forees du régime
dans Je pay=. salon 'OSDH.

Agence France-Preswe
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Death toll
in Syrian
city 1s said
to be rising

BEIRUT

Paris and rights activists
urge Arab observers to
travel to Homs quickly

BY KAREEM FAHIM

At least 20 people were reported Kkilled
in fighting in the rebellious Syrian city
of Homs on Monday as France joined
with human rights activists in urging
observers from the Arab League to
quickly visit the city.

“The authorities in Damascus must
imperatively, in keeping with the Arab
League plan, allow the access of observ-
ers to the city of Homs,” a spokesman
for the French Foreign Ministry said in
a statement. “The repression and un-
precedented violence committed by the
regime of Damascus must cease.”’

Residents and activists say that
Homs has been under siege by thou-
sands of government troops for days.

Fifty observers were to arrive in Syr-
ia on Monday night to monitor promises
by the government of President Bashar
al-Assad to withdraw its tanks and
troops from cities and release political
prisoners. The mission has coincided
with some of the worst violence in the
nine-month uprising, as the army and
the security forces attacked strong-
holds of resistance, in Homs and near
the city of Idlib.

In a statement, the Arab League said
the observers, from at least eight Arab
countries, would conduct ‘‘field visits”
of several Syrian cities on Tuesday, in-
cluding Homs, Idlib, Hama and Dara’a.
The group would include “civilian and
military’” experts.

Residents of Homs spoke of an inten-
sifying war in some neighborhoods, pit-
ting defecting soldiers and other armed
revolutionaries against the security
forces and the army.

The residents, holed up in bathrooms
or lower floors for safety, were not able
to say where most of the fire was com-
ing from.

The fighting was concentrated in the
Bab Amr neighborhood. A resident
there, Abu Omar, said hundreds of fam-
ilies had fled, and the neighborhood had
long ago run out of food: They were sur-
viving on potatoes. Several days ago,
dozens of army soldiers took over part
of his house, firing heavy machine guns
from his third floor for days.

Armed military defectors also
seemed to be fighting intensely. A wit-
ness quoted by Reuters reported seeing
ambulances full of wounded govern-
ment soldiers over the past few days.

Sectarian murders have left scores of
people dead in Homs, and armed defec-
tors have carved out strongholds in
parts of the city.

Some of the killings seemed to under-
score the increasingly confused state of
the battle in Homs. A 56-year-old wom-
an in the Malaab al-Baladi neighbor-
hood said that on Monday morning
armed men told a taxi driver to stop his
car then shot at it when he refused.

The car crashed into a public garden
facing the woman’s house. “We don’t
know who stopped him,” she said,
adding that the man could have been an
informer stopped by revolutionaries, or
someone that security forces were look-
ing for. “We don’t know anything any-
more,’ she said.

Soon, members of the security forces
and rebels were firing at each other, for
a “lifetime,” she said.

“We hid in the small bathroom,’ she
said. “I swear, I can’t take this any-
more.”’

Hwaida Saad and an employee of The
New York Times contributed reporting
from Beirut, and Scott Sayare from Paris.
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yrian opposition reports
at least 20 deaths in Homs

The toll, which could
not be verified, comes
as monitors from the
Arab League arrive.

ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
AND RIMA MARROUCH
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

The video was horrific.
What appeared to be the
bloodied and broken bodies
of four men lay in a rubble-
strewn street, near downed
power lines and damaged
cars.

“Where are the Arabs?
Where is the international
community?” a man’s voice
yelled over women's
screams.

Opposition activists up-
loaded the video to YouTube
on Monday, saying it was evi-
dence ofthe carnage in parts
of the western Syrian city of
Homs on the day that a
group of about 50 Arab
League observers arrived in
the country to begin moni-
toring implementation of a
regional peace initiative.

In all, antigovernment
activists said, at least 20
people were killed Monday
in heavy shelling and gunfire
in Homs, which has been at
the center of a 9-month-old
uprising against Syrian
President Bashar Assad.

The authenticity of the
video and the death toll
could not be independently
verified.

There was no immediate
comment from the govern-
ment, which typically
blames such bloodshed on
what it describes as foreign-
backed terrorists. Most
international  journalists
have beenbarred from Syria,
making it virtually impos-
sible to confirm the claims of
either the government or op-
position activists,

League officials said
some of their monitors
would head to Homs on
Tuesday to get a firsthand
look at the situation in Syr-
ia's third-largest city.

Government officials
have said they expect the
mission to confirmtheir con-
tention that Syria is facing
an armed insurgency with
foreign backing.

The country’s main op-
position bloc, the Syrian Na-
tional Council, has accused
the Arab League of partici-
patinginacharade while the
government steps up a
bloody crackdown on mostly
peaceful protests.

In a Christmas video
message, the group’s leader,
Burhan Ghalioun, called on
the league to seek U.N. Secu-
rity Council backing for its

AFPGetty Images

A VIDEO SHOWS a Syrian tank making its way through the western city of
Homs, the center of a 9-month-old uprising against President Bashar Assad.

peace initiative “in order not
to give the regime more op-
portunities to avoid its re-
sponsibilities and not to pro-
long the suffering of the Syri-
anpeople.”

Violence has escalated in
recent months as the gov-
ernment sends tanks and
troops to subdue restive
neighborhoods and a grow-
ing number of military de-
fectors join the ranks of the
opposition.

Some civilians have also
taken up arms to defend
their communities, raising
fears that the country could
slide into civil war.

The United Nations says
more than 5,000 people have
been Killed since the start of
major antigovernment pro-
tests in March, a figure dis-
puted by the government,
which says the majority of
casualties were security
force members.

One security force mem-
ber was Killed and eight in-
Jured in clashes with “armed
terrorist groups™ in the
southern province of Dara,
the official Syrian Arab
News Agency said Monday.

Many of Monday's
deaths, including the four
said to be recorded in the
video, were reported in the
Bab Amro neighborhood of
Homs, which activists say
hasendured days of shelling,
machine-gun fire and raids
by government security
forces.

‘The British-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights said at least 14 people
had died there and six in
other parts of Homs.

The Local Coordination

Committees, another oppo-
sition group, put the day's
toll in the Homs area at 34
and said eight people had
been killed in other parts of
the country.

“There are no words to
describe the situation to-
day,” said an activist
reached in Bab Amro, who
did not want his name pub-
lished out of concern for his
safety.

“The shelling has not
stopped since 6 a.m. Whole
familles are being Killed
under the rubble of their
houses.... The apartment
I'min right now had a shell
dropped on the floor above
us and five shells around the
building.”

Residents said security
forces had surrounded Bab
Amro for days and were not
allowing people to enter or
leave the neighborhood.
Some said they were run-
ning out of food, water and
other essentials.

The Arab League had
threatened to go to the U.N.
Security Council if Syria did
not admit its observers to
monitor compliance with a
league-negotiated  peace
plan that calls for the with-
drawal of security forces
from the streets, the release
of political prisoners and
dialogue between the gov-
ernment and its opponents.

A league advance team
arrived Thursday and was
taken the next day to the
scene of a double suicide car
bombing targeting intelli-
gence agencies in the capi-
tal, Damascus. The attack
reportedly killed 44 people
and injured 166. Opposition

groups question whether
the observers will have simi-
lar access to areas subject to
the government's crack-
down, especially since the
government is providing
their security.

Syrian officials have said
the observers will be free to
move around the country
but will not have access to
sensitive military  sites,
which are excluded under
the agreement, League offi-
clals said that the govern-
ment so far has been cooper-
ative.

Inall, about 150 observers
are expected in Syria by the
end of the month. They will
be organized into teams of 10
that will fan out across the
country, including to opposi-
tion strongholds such as Da-
ra, Idlib and Hama, accord-
ing to league ofricials.

The group that flew in

Monday includes human
rights experts, retired mili-
tary officers and other repre-
sentatives from Egypt, Al-
geria, Morocco, Iraq, Sudan
and Mauritania, Arab
League Secretary-General
Nabil Elaraby told reporters
after meeting with them in
Cairo.
Mohammed Kaabi, a
member of the observer mis-
sion from the United Arab
Emirates, said they would
report only what they per-
sonally saw and heard.

alexandra.zavis
@latimes.com

Marrouch is a special
correspondent. News
assistant Amro Hassanin
The Times’ Cairo bureau
contributed to this report.

Voltairenet.org



23

Mardi 27 décembre 2011 / Tuesday, December 27, 2011

La Nouvelle République (Algérie)

B Thierry Meyssan a La Nouvelle République
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En 2003, juste aprés la chute de Baghdad, le Congrés a
adopté le Syrian Acountability Act qui ordonne au
président des Etats-Unis dentrer en guerre dés que

possible contre la Syrie. Ce que le président Bush na
pas eu le temps de faire incombe désormais a son
successeur Barack Obama.
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Crise syrienne : Hariri pour le recours
au Conseil de sécurité et 'instauration

d’une zone d’exclusion aérienne

Le leader du courant du Fu-
tur, I'ancien Premier ministre
Saad Hariri, a demandé a la
Ligue arabe de transmettre
le dossier de la crise syrien-
ne au Conseil de sécurité de
I'ONU afin d'instaurer une
zone d'exclusion aérienne
au-dessus de la Syrie. M.
Hariri, note-t-on a cet égard,
est le premier leader arabe a
réclamer l'instauration d'une
zone d’exclusion aérienne en
e.

Reprenant ses attaques
contre le régime syrien par le
biais de son compte Twitter,
M. Hariri a souligné que si la
Russie impose son veto, au
cas ou la Ligue transmettrait
le dossier syrien au Conseil
de sécurité, « il faudrait alors
coopérer avec la Turquie ».
«Le Président Bachar el-As-
sad s'imagine qu'il est plus
intelligent que la Ligue arabe
et que le monde entier, mais
sa chute sera brutale. »

En réponse, en outre, aux
derniers propos tenus le
ministre de la Défense, Eryez
Ghosn, qui a affirmé que des
éléments d’el-Qaéda se trou-
vent dans la région de Ersal,

dans la Békaa, d’ou ils s'in-
filtreraient, selon le ministre
de la Défense, en territoire
syrien, M. Hariri a déclaré :
« Il n'y a qu'une seule el-
Qaéda, celle des chabbiha
(les miliciens) de Bachar el-
Assad. » Le leader du cou-
rant du Futur a souligné dans
ce cadre qu'aucun effort ne
devrait étre épargné afin de
mettre un terme au massacre
4 Homs « et dans toute la Sy-
rie ». « Nous ne pouvons pas
rester les bras croisés face a ce
ﬂui se produit en Syrie », a-t-
il ajouté sur ce plan, avant de
relever que « le régime syrien
ne respecte pas les fétes reli-
jeuses ». « ant le rama-
n, il a accru l'usage de la
violence et il a fait de méme
durant la féte de Noél », a dé-
claré M. Hariri.
Soulignant qu'il n'existe
« gu'un seul menteur, le pré-
sident Assad », M. Hariri
s'est prononcé pour le retrait
des ambassadeurs arabes de
Damas, mettant I'accent sur
la nécessité « d'accueillir fa-
vorablement le changement
en Syrie au lieu de le com-
battre ». Aprés avoir affirmé

qu'il ne fera plus preuve de
« diplomatie envers le régime
syrien », 'ancien Premier mi-
nistre a déclaré, en réponse
4 une question sur les deux
attentats de as : « Nous
sommes habitués a de tels ac-
tes de la part du régime d’As-
sad qui a la capacité d'orﬁa-
niser des attentats-suicide.
Ce régime a envoyé de nom-
breux%nikazes enlrak. Il a
eu recours aux voitures pié-
gées au Liban afin de prendre
our cible le président martyr
¢ Hariri, des ministres,
des députés, des journalistes
et des citoyens. »

Rencontre

avec Geagea
Commentant par ailleurs

l'actuelle visite du chef du

ga.rti des Forces libanaises,
amir Geagea, en Arabie
saoudite, M. Hariri a déclaré :
« Il s'agit d'une visite connue
qu'il n'a pas annoncée. Nous
avons diné ensemble. »

ant quil retour-
nera « bientdt » au Liban, le
leader du courant du Futur

Voltairenet.org

a souligné qu'a son avis, un
dialogue autour de la straté-
gie de défense ei%?)rtant sur les
armes du H llah) serait
« une anecdote car nous par-
lerons alors avec des gens qui
n'écoutent pas ». Et de pour-
suivre dans ce cadre : « Rien
ne sera plus comme avant.
En définitive, nous vaincrons.
ious sortr:n&s en gesui']e de
er beaucoup de choses
aualljiian. » P
M. Hariri a exclu, en outre,
« une extension du conflit
sunnito-chiite de I'Trak vers la
Syrie et le Liban, en passant
gar le Golfe ». « Il n'existe pas
e conflit, mais une tension »,
a-t-il estimé a cet égard.
Commentant, en conclu-
sion, le déroulement de I'en-
quéte sur I'assassinat du pré-
sident martyr Rafic Harin, le
leader du Futur a déclaré qu'il
a « foi dans le Tribunal spé-
cial le Liban, et non pas
dans les conférences de presse
au cours desquelles des Pho—
tos montées de toutes piéces

sont exPosées pour déformer

la réalite ».
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Cascade de réactions hostiles aux propos
de Ghosn sur el-Qaéda ; contradictions

au sein du gouvernement...

Sécurité Les deux déclarations du ministre de la Défense, Fayez Ghosn, au sujet

de I'infiltration, via Ersal, d’armes et de membres d'el-Qaéda en Syrie continuent
d’alimenter les réactions hostiles dans les milieux politiques libanais, inquiets des
répercussions sécuritaires négatives sur la scéne interne libanaise.

Jarats ke i
#-Madé*iqx?mg-

tent « auome

sz [existence de teds éénents
aEral».

Le ministre de Tnténeur, qui
&t i

msons et les réactions » vigou-
o suscitfes par o mémes
propos. Il 2 toutelois cherché 2
atttnuer limpact de s dédan-
Son initiale sans y revenir dai-
rement. « Tout oo ju dit,
Cest quil falki 23
iy
g’ut_ = i'u.nm
3 =y s
Peut-étre quils ny sont phs 2
nmn*;r&i:lﬁih
m iqué if de ses
o ey

e qu'il avait
F’é'??%!dr’ e de

- I P

Voltairenet.org

Ce n'est pas I'mvis ' haut
5 ..ﬂ Bbaras
i it savoir qu'e il nlest
Qs Timtirit ch rigime sysem
d:m*Eopém—
ticess, surtout qu'elles visent des
amit svoir que sil &t prouve
mmtéﬁmd’d—
fa qui somt effectivement
Aire O atenmats, « crs der-
infiltrés @ partir de la fontisee
irakierme ».

.ii r ;.uru'mmt
e 1l traite 3 w mbénst

pys » « Lo mmistre qurait
mieux fait de dé oo g
ont &f ks et blesés 3 Eral ot
2 Wadi Khaled, ainsi que la sou-

28



29

Mardi 27 décembre 2011 / Tuesday, December 27, 2011

L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Lopposition syrienne appelle le Conseil
de sécurité a adlgp'tg}' le. Plan arabe

Révolte Massacres 2 Bab Amro et Douma avant I'arrivée des observateurs arabes ; le régime durcit la
répression : au moins 61 tués hier.

Conseil national syrien
(CNS), qui regroupe la ma-
jorité de l'opposition 2 Ba-
char el a demandé
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:
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ville, & 20 km de b capitale.
Des militants ont dailleurs

Cetia photo frée d'une vidéo YouTube montre les corps do doux
civils tues @ Homs.

Scénes de carnage et habitants terrorisés @ Homs
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Ghosn stands
firm on charge
of Al-Qaeda
infiltration

By Hussein Dakroub and
Hasan Lakkis
The Daly Star

BEIRUT: Defense Minister Fayez
Ghosn stood firm Monday on his state-
ment that Al-Qeeda members were
entering Lebanon under the guise of
Syrian opposition activists, rejecting
March 14 criticism that his remarks
aimed toserve the regime of embattled
Syrian President Bashar Assad.
Ghasn called on all rival Lebanese
factions to rally around the Lebanese
Army to maintain the country’s secu-
rity and stability, saying his informa-
tion was not based on speculation.

Editorial PACE 7

Responding to the campaign
launched by some March 14 w-
cians since his remarks on Al- a
last week, Ghosn said in a statement:
“What I have announced was not
hased on speculation, analysis and
conclusions. It came as a result of
information given to us which we

deemed useful to tell the public about
in an attempt to wam of its gravity to
Lebanon, its security and stability and

to place all [parties] before their
national responsibilities.” He did not
identify the source of his information.
Former Prime Minister Saad Hariri
dismissed Ghosn’s statement tha
some Al- members took shelter
inArsal.* isonly one Al-Qaeda.
It is Bashar’s Shabbiha and killers.”
TURN TO PAGE 10

Hariritold hiss om the popal = o cal net work ing websi e Twit ter Mon-
day mght, refernng to the Syrian president.

CGhosn's sttement om the presence of Al membess i the Bekaatown
of Arsal drew fire from Progres sive Socialist lender Wahd Jumblat,

Without naning Ghosn, Jumblatt said in his weakly articke ©o be poblished
by the PSP's Al-Anbaa Tusday: “T wish $hat some official
gurters would have some wisdom ,ratioma it y and pradence i dealing with sen-
=il ve security 1ssoes,

“These mattess should not be addressad hxomgh poltcal snd madia state-
meats but rat her $rough rai sing the levd of secarity coordimatio nbetween of fi-
cal Lebanese gparsteses, namely the Lebanese Army intelli gonce md [Inter-
dswymllwmh!mhmmd&mhdb
very of Israd i spy networks and e cuse of Fatah al " Jumblatt added.

Ghaosn, who to the Mands Movement led by Zghota MP Salaman
Fran jieh, who s al hed with the Hezbollsh-led Maxch § allance, regretied Maxch
14s respomses which, be said, portrayed his comments = ifthey were dizcted
pamd acortain sect oraimed & discediting the digmity of 2 Lebanese town by
mvalving #t in the iwoe of taronsm.

“We all know hat the Lebanese, with all thar di fesnt sects mdaffilntons,
=ject and fight termonism becase teronsm has no sect or reigion. It s Impos-
sihlke [for terorism | to find sheller Lebanese xrea or own,” Ghosn ssd
h&mctr'uighmmahn]h'euw.

Mimstesial sowxes said the Cabinat world uphold 2 s meating Wednesday
Chosn's danfication on Al-Queda, while Presdent Michel Slaman would renew
hixconfidence gt e Lebanese, with their diffessnt sectsand politial tendencies,
worl dnot defend or accomemodate terxrists I thewr knd and howses. Prime Mim-
ster Nagib Mikati will &l sorenew the Cabinat”s sepport and confidence in the mil-
Hary esthli shonent and meaares 2 is tking o defend Labanm, e somtes sad.

tweek, Ghosn said amms were baing smuggled and “some tezrorit mem-
bers of the A)-Quada crganization” entered Lebon on theo ugh some il legal cross-
ings on the Lebanss o Synian border, prticalrly Arsal, under the guise ut they

ong 0 the Syna opposition. He said comtmlling these opentons & e

wility of e and 2y forces, aymghe will ba s i eme
i e Cabioct e b % on e iformmon bebas 10 s mapect.

Ghosn's sttement b since come amder fire from March 14 politicin s who
have accesed him of seeking 0 serve the Axad regime winch & facing seriows
msfrﬁlnb-nu‘_dnvd.hm B

Dumascas am ve =m into
mmmhzm&mmmm' &'ﬁdm"‘

Untl recendly, Syrim border cossmgs tendad 0 ocawr in the Wadi Khaled
district of Akkar, refagees have fleeing since the wwising began
against the Assad government I midMarch,

Bt in the past few months attention has been fooesed on Amal inthe Bekaa,
where there have been soms of weapons being sz grough the
mountzns St mark the ineast Lebanon. i

In his st ement Mionday, Glhosn called om his critics “Yo stop thel ratiempts aimed
‘m.ul::nm" comfidence with e msdents In e Aral azaor
my other e area for palitica] pesposes which az known © everyone.”

. The minister sad the Lebanese Azny mnd secunty forces wes doing their

Ghosn added tha his ttement on AlQaeda should constitete “an incentive
for all [pasties] to mlly around the amy and support ® In what 2 & doing ,espe-
cally since the iom of the Lebanese azma is the ibility of
Ijnl:y nciizmmha om the security and nﬂ:ﬁsmqﬂy.m

Skiman sad Lébanon and the Lebanes e are agamst tarariem.

Asked whet her Al-Queda membershad mally crossed from Lebanon o Syr-
i, Slaman told mporters, after holding 2 dosad-door meating with Maxn e
Patriaxch Beshara Ra in Bliki to congratulate him on Christmas Day Sanday:
“Lebanom s against tezrorism . Lebanon i the country thet pad most for fighe-
g tarron sm. This should be mentioned in s record. | amsu e $ht sy Lebamese

any Lebanese town will not acaept to hashor ermnsm. All are coopemting

with eddeto terromn sm from staka crh.rhr'zuuik.

Akkx MP Daher from Hairi's -nalll" ture bloc o)
Ghosn's satement on the presence of Al 2 mem in Axal. He sud
Ghosn's statement lacked “gredinl ty and proof™ and served the Syrian imtereat.

Ina TVinterview, Dabher ex peessed regret €t Ghos n and some govemment
officials prefer "the mterests of e Syrian regime ® Lebmon's expense.” He
sud Skrmn's sitement on tezorim contradicted Ghosn's remaks which
=flected “2 Ik of responsin ity and =d of e comntry's intemst "

Another Akkar Fatee MP Mowin i called on the govemment o dis-
avow Ghosn's ttement on Se presence of Al Queda members m Amal.

“Ghosn''s stutement origmated foom e Syran regime which ham
and browght his govemment . Ao, Pesident Michel Skiman's remarks yes-
udammmzbﬁ:n':m-&b:&ddn g dis msde
the Maxch § amp,” Meshebi told Fatare News television, - sonal
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Today’s Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

Syria fighting kills 20
ahead of observers’ visi

A day before Arab observers were to have their first look at the city at the heart of a

REUTERS

PHOTO

nine-month-old uprising, there was no sign of Assad implementing a plan agreed with

the League to halt military repression of protests and start talks with opponents

Relatives and friends pray beside the body of @ man killed by gunfire from secunity forces in Houla near Homs. Assad's forces are now tearing Homs apart

Twenty people were killed as Syian

ame

I ent Bashar al-Assad in Ho \

red forces battled opponents of

Monday, residents said, ahead of a planned visit
oify whether he

by Arab League monitors to
is ending a violent crackdown on unrest. A dav
before observers were to have their first ook at
the city at the heart of a nine-month-old uprising,
there was no sign of Assad implementing a plan

agreed with the League to halt military repression

of protests a vith opponents.
Vith an ammed Insurgency Increasingly

ar Svia bs drift

ecip ilian protests, nw

rian war pitting majority Sunnd

ssad’s minority Alawite sect

against /

an offshoot of Shiite Islam, especially after a dou-
ble suicide bombing in Damascus on Thursday
that killed 4 “The Baba Amy [dis

being exposed to fierce

4 peo;

heavy machinegun fire, armored vehicle
." the British-basad Syrfan Observatory

wan Right said In a statement
“The violence is definitely two-sided.” said a
Homs resident who named himself only as Mo

han

wd to protect his safety, “I've been seeing

ambulay ad with wounded soldiers p

by my window in the past days,

shot somehow.” Parts of Homs are defe

the Free §
the reg

to establish no-go areas to protect civil

ian Anny, made up of defectors from

tlar anmed forces, who say they have tried

s,

The Observatory documented names of

those reported killed in Monday's
As
re also reported in Syria’s second city of

il for

began with raids and amests by pro-

which w
Aleppo, which had been spared from the upheav
aluntil recently. The initial 50 of 150 Arab League
monitors were due to amive in Syria on Monday,

and some will go to Homs on Tuesd
at the organization’s headquarters Calro told Re

, & source

wters. Their job will be to assess whether Assad is

o withdraw tanks and troops from Syria's

£ city as promised

“The Arab monitoring will visit Homs

he most turb

ent

Syrian s sion b

some areas of the city of one million

peaceful. But activist video posted on the inter

net shows other parts Jooking like a w

streets, bodies and shattered house fronts.
1 joury
the revolt began. making it hard to verify reports

of events on the ground,

empty

Syria has barred most fol e

10-man teams, spit five ways
The United Nations savs at Jeast 5.000 Svrians
have been killed the revolt, inspired by other

Arab ings this year that have toppled theee

dictators, broke out in March - and an estimated

one-third of deaths have occurred In and around

Homs. Assad says his

states p
and cajoling, to let 150 observers in to witness

what is really happening on the ground

dent Mohamumed. “We hope they work the way

thev should. We hope they will be neutral ... If

they are neutral they will be ¢

nning every

one but most especially the [Syrian] authorities

ho should be respon
He sakd some Homs
districts were running out of tood.

“My friends in Baba Amy, who have nothing

todowith the bread.

oubles, say they don't have

They are under
Arab Le:

fege

mission chief Dabi amived in

reel
ok that

escalation of the violence.

Damascus on Friday while the capital

Ing from twin sukide bombings last w

marked an omine

s

Assad's oppane wv they suspect his gov
emment camied out the Damascus bombings

itself to prove to the world that Syria is facing in

discriminate vic amists and to

Intimidate the work of the Arab League monitors.

Assad’s opponents have voiced skepticism
about the Arab mission to oversee a peace plan

they say Assad will not honor, given the continu

ng fierce repres

1 against demonstrators,
The Syran authorities blame the violence

on foreign-backed anmed klamists who they say
have killed 2,000 members of the security forces

since the unrest tlared in March,

One week enough

to assess compliance

Dabi said he had met Arab League chief Nabil
Damascus,

n's work

which he promised would be transparent
In remarks carried on the Egyptian state news

vould meet differ

agency, [ akd the mission

It was not known If Syrian authorities

would give the monitors enough freedom of
movement to do their job properlv. Syrian state
k After six
igned a protocol this
fer the

il

I

ve not reported Dabi's

s of stalling. Syria

month to admit the monitc

calling for an end to violence, the withdraw

troops from the streets, se of prisoners
nded diak

ould

and a refor ogue with the oppo-

sition. Elaraby said it v take only a week

to find out if the author
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

[ .cague observer
claims widespread
killings in Homs

Four members given secret tour, activist says

Gulf News Report

Dubai A member of the ad-
vance Arab League del-
egation monitoring the
situation in Syria has said
government forces are
committing acts of “anni-
hilation” against civilians.

A Syrian activist claimed
the Egyptian observer
Mustashar Mahjoub was
injured in shelling during
a tour of the Homs neigh-
bourhoods. A League of-
ficial, however, denied any
observer was injured.

In an interview to Al Ara-
biva, an emotional Mahjoub
refused to say how and
when he was wounded, but
said he witnessed intense
shelling of Baba Amr, a
residential area in Homs. “I
can’t even explain what is
happening. This is not the
time for meetings... it’s time
for action,” he said.

“On Sunday night, our
people managed to take
four observers from their
Damascus hotel without

the knowledge of the Syr-
ian government to show
them the reality of what
is happening inside the
neighbourhoods of Baba
Amr and Khalidiya,” a Syr-
ian activist told DPA.
Amateur video shot by
activists showed carnage
in a Homs street, and lo-
cals said they were afraid to
leave their homes vesterday
as tanks appeared to target
residential areas with ma-
chine gun and mortar fire.

23 more killed

In the video, four bodies
of what appear to be male
civilians lie bloodied under
fallen power lines in a nar-
row alleyway of Baba Amr.
“This is Baba Amro, Decem-
ber 26, 2011, and the random
shelling is still falling on the
neighbourhood,” a voice
shouts over screams.

At least 23 people were
killed before 60 of the first
main batch of League ob-
servers arrived vesterday.

See also Page 13
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The National (EAU / UAE)

Arab League
team told of
‘slaughter’
inHoms

Activists call for urgent visit to rebel city

Government forces are ‘annihilating’ civilians,
says opposition leader, as first group of
observers arrives to monitor peace deal

The National staff

Syria’s opposition yesterday urged
Arab League observers monitoring
apeacedealtogo urgently to Homs
as 23 more people died in or near
the western city that has become
the centre of the revolt against the
regime of Bashar Al Assad.

Government forces are “anni-
hilating” civilians in the city and
4,000 soldiers are massing there,
said Burhan Ghalioun, the leader
of the main opposition group, the
Syrian National Council.

“Residents are calling for help
andwarningof the imminentdan-
ger they face if the Arab League
does notimmediately send its ob-
servers there,” the council said.

Later Mr Ghaliun claimed that
monitors were already in Homs
but “cannot go where the authori-
ties do not want them to go”, al-
though his claim could not be
confirmed.

An advance group of 50 Arab
League observers arrived in Syria
yesterday to oversee a deal aimed
atending a bloody crackdown on
arevoltthat has shown no signs of
abating since erupting in March.

The mission will eventually
include about 150 monitors in
teams of 10. Some members of the
delegation said they planned to
visit Homs tomorrow.

“We are in Damascus now and
have started our mission and will
head to other cities faster than
you think,” said General Mustafa
Dabi of Sudan,who is leading the
mission. “Our Syrian brothers are

co-operating verywell and without
any restrictions so far.”

Residents and activists say Homs
has been under heavy fire for days,
killing dozens.

“Rocket fire and heavy machine-
guns in the Baba Amro quarter
killed atleast 14 people and wound-
ed dozens,” the UK-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights
said. “The situation is frightening
and theshelling is the most intense
of the past three days.”

Activists said Syrian army tank
shells demolished 20 homes in
one district of the city, killing
about 45 people and wounding
245 in the past five days.

“What's happening is a slaugh-
ter,” said Fadi, a resident living
near the Homs neighbourhood of
Baba Amr. He said it was being hit
with mortar shells and heavy ma-
chinegun fire.

Six civilians died in other parts
of the city yesterday and another
three, includinga 14-year-old boy,
were shot dead when security forc-
esopened fire on a demonstration
in Khattab in neighbouring Hama
province.

“The violence is definitely two-
sided,” said a Homs resident who
named himself only as Moham-
med. “I've been seeing ambulanc-
es filled with wounded soldiers
passing by mywindow in the past
days. They’re getting shot some-
how.”

Syria, continued on a8 =

Y Editorial, page a15
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=>» Syria, from page a1l

Parts of Homs are defended by
the Free Syrian Army, made up of
defectors from the regular armed
forces, who say they have tried to
establish no-go areas to protect
civilians.

Gen Dabi said the Syrian gov-
ernment would be providing
transport for the monitoring mis-
sion, which may anger the oppo-
sition and spark accusations of
censorship.

The general, who arrived in Da-
mascus on Saturday, said he had
already met the foreign minister
and his deputy, and several offi-
cials from the armed forces. He
warned those watching the mis-
sion not to jump to conclusions
about the results. “Give us some
time, we just got here,” he said.

“The element of surprise will be
present,” said Mohammed Salem
AlKaaby, amonitor from the UAE.

The Syrian foreign minister,
Walid Muallem, said he expects
the observers to vindicate his gov-
ernment’s contention that the
violence was the work of “armed
terrorists”.

Western governments and rights
watchdogs blame Mr Al Assad’s re-
gime for the bloodshed.

Opposition leaders said Syria
agreed to the mission after weeks
of prevarication as a ploy to head
off a threat by the 22-member
League to go to the UN Security
Council over the crackdown.

Mr Muallem met the advance
team of Arab League officials on
Saturday, in talks his spokesman
called “positive”.

The mission’s mandate is to con-
firm that the Syrian government
is executing the Arab League ini-
tiative by withdrawing the military
from cities, releasing prisoners
and allowing Arab and interna-
tional media to visit.

Syria has barred most foreign
journalists since the revolt began,
making it hard to verify reports of
events on the ground.

The Syrian authorities have
blamed the violence on foreign-
backed Islamists who they said
have killed 2,000 members of the
security forces.

After six weeks of stalling, Da-
mascus signed a protocol this
month to admit the Arab League
monitors.

% Reporting by Bloomberg News,
Reuters and the Associated Press

The Syrian
authorities have
blamed the violence
on foreign-backed
Islamists
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The National (EAU / UAE)

Credibility test
for Arab League
In Syria mission

he first observers dispatched by the Arab League to monitor
the situation in Syria arrived on Thursday. The following day,
more than 40 people were killed in two suicide car-bomb at-
tacks againstintelligence agencies in Damascus.
This mission should marka turning point in the Syrian crisis,
deterring further bloodshed and holding the regime account-
able for continued violence. For that to be true, however, the Arab League
has to show its determination for fairand comprehensive reporting.

The choice of the mission’s leader, Gen Muhammad Ahmad Al Dabi, is
not particularly promising. The Sudanese general is accused of training
elements of the Janjaweed, the Arab militias that have been responsible for
crimes againstcivilians in Darfur. Whether this is true or not, it has already
raised doubts about the mission.

Hopes were high that the presence of the observers would lead to a de-
crease in the violence. This still may be true - only today will observers
begin tovisit the worst-hit areas. Although logistical arrangements take
time, every delayis costing lives.

The protocols that Syria has signed give observers permission to visit
every area of the country. We hope that includes an immediate mission
to Homs where the Bab Amr neighbourhood reportedly was under heavy
attack for the third consecutive day yesterday. The president of the op-
position Syrian National Council, Burhan Ghalioun, has accused the re-
gime of “annihilating” civilians in the neighbourhood.

This is the same conduct that the Arab League so strongly condemned
when it suspended Syria’s membership last month. Thataction was seen
by manyasa sign that the League was prepared for amore robust interna-
tional role. It will only be meaningful if itis followed by action.

There is no doubt that Damascus will try to manipulate the mission to
its own ends. And the confusion after last week’s bombings demonstrat-
ed that unknown parties are conducting a deliberate campaign of mis-
information: Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya satellite channels were partially

jammed, and there was a botched at-
tempt to clone a Syrian Muslim Broth-
erhood website and attribute responsi-

bility to Islamists.
5 The observers must recognise the
Every de/ay IS gravity of their mission. Any action
costin g lives against the Syrian regime will hinge on

their findings. If they fail, the chances
for armed resistance and sectarian
strife will worsen. This mission, the
firstof its kind for the Arab League, is
also a test of its changing role in the
region.
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Global Times ( Chine / China)

First group of Arab League monitors
expected to arrive in restive Homs

Arab League monitors are expected to
visit Syria’s restive city of Homs today to
assess whether Damascus is ending its
nine-month-old crackdown on protests,
Reuters reported, citing a source at the
mission, while heavy gunfire continued
in Homs yesterday.

The initial 50 of 150 Arab League
monitors were due to arrive in Syria yes-
terday, and some will go to Homs today,
a source at the organization’s headquar-
ters in Cairo told Reuters. Their job will
be to assess whether Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad is going to withdraw
tanks and troops from Syria’s third larg-
est city as promised.

The first group of about 50 monitors,
led by Sudanese General Mustafa Dabi,
has been divided into five 10-man teams
going to five locations, including the
capital Damascus, Hama, Idlib and Qa-
meshly, within two days, Reuters said.

“We are in Damascus now and have
started our mission and will head to
other cities faster than you think,” Dabi
told Reuters by telephone, “Our Syrian
brothers are cooperating very well and
without any restrictions so far.”

China said it hopes the Arab League
will strengthen coordination with Syria
and make substantial progress in the im-
plementation of the observers’ protocol
and an all-round cessation of violence,
so as to create conditions for resolving
the Syrian crisis within the framework
of the Arab League, China’s foreign min-
istry spokesman Hong Lei told a regular

press conference yesterday.

China also condemns the twin sui-
cide bombings against the security ser-
vices in central Damascus early Friday
morning, which killed 44 people, hours
before Arab League mission chief Dabi
arrived in Damascus.

“The explosions in Syria showed
again the importance and urgency of set-
tling the Syrian crisis through peaceful
dialogue,” Hong said.

However, whether the monitors can
get a true picture of the situation is un-
der serious doubt, said a Global Times
source who entered Homs last week, al-
though the delegation expects to be able
to move freely between hospitals, pris-
ons and detention centers all over Syria.

“Homs is usually quite peaceful dur-
ing the daytime, and the government
forces will use heavy weapons, including
tanks and cannons, to shell the strong-
holds of the Free Syrian Army,” the
source said. “If the Arab League moni-
tors can’'t spend a night in Homs, they
will see nothing but a quiet city.”

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said in a statement
yesterday that 20 people were killed by
heavy machine guns in the Baba Amro
district, according to AFP.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Agencies — Global Times

Page Editor: ?“
liyingoro1@globaltimes.com.cn 1
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Tehran Times (Iran)

Dictators negotiate over
democracy: Ahmadinejad

_ QOM — It is a “bitter joke” that a
It 1l 4 number of dictators have assembled to
negotiate over freedom and election in

other countries, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said on
Monday.

Probably President Ahmadinejad was referring to the
Arab League leaders who have given ultimatum to Syria
to end clashes with insurgents and sent observers to the
country.

Ahmadinejad said that it is a “strange historical event”
that dictators prescribe lessons of democracy and free
elections, something which he said “the wise would laugh
at.”

Ahmadinejad added Iran has warned those countries
that they will experience the same fate. “We gave them a
message that their tum will come.”

Ahmadinejad who had travelled to Qom on Monday
moming to inaugurate Masken-e-Mehr project (Mehr
Housing project) the Neyzar cement factory, also said, “We
(Iranians) have ideal and a unique message which resists
poverty and class division...We believe our culture is a
remedy for all humanity’s calamities.”

In addition, Ahmadinejad said that every great “message”
is required to have scientific support to prove itself and pave
the way for its implementation. “If we talk of progress while
povertyis rampant in our country, our message is doomed to
failure overseas,” the president noted.

He added, “600r70 yearsago people considered Marxism
as their savoir but the current status of the former Soviet
Union countries indicates that they were wrong.”

Elsewhere in his remarks he pointed to the subsidy reform
plan, saying, “Our subsidy plan is an effective one and the
world admires Iran for this great achievement.”
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Global Times (Chine / China)
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