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The Western and Gulf press, which has widely challenged the Arab League monitors,
echoes the Qatari Prime Minister's decision that this type of mission does not fall
with the League's competence. Then, the press reports on the Free Syrian Army
commander s request that the responsibility be passed to the United Nations.

Nobody seems to remember that the Arab League was relying on the mission's report
to seize the Security Council. No longer able to count on a report that will certify the
guilt of the Assad government, the League would now expect the UN Secretary
General to draft one with the desired slant and submit it to the Security Council.

Every day, the Western press has a nice story to tell. Today, it is the portrait of Fadwa
Suleiman, a young actress who joined the revolution. She must not be all that famous
since the Arabic newspapers assiduously recall her supporting role in a television
series, just in case readers have a problem identifying her.

* The Tehran Times confirms that the "movement against the expansion of Shiism in
Syria" claimed responsibility for the abduction in Homs of 5 (currently 7) Iranian
engineers.

The Iranian newspaper does not say that this movement is in fact a front for the al-
Farouk Brigade of the Free Syrian Army.

* Le Figaro summarizes the work of the Strategic Research and Communication
Center, billed as the think tank of the Syrian National Council. In a recent report, the
Center framed a diplomatic and military strategy for the overthrow of Bashar al-
Assad. The French newspaper fails to indicate that this center is a pseudopod of the
neoconservative Henry Jackson Society, which had already published the same text in
another form.

Voltairenet.org



Vendredi 6 janvier 2012, #25, p. 1/ Friday, January 6, #25, p. 1

Le Monde (France)

Lamission arabe en
Syrie fait faceaun
déluge d’obstacles

L'opposition et les manifestants syriens
continuent de réclamer l'intervention de ' ONU

es automitrailleusas mili-
D taires repeintes en bleu

pour les transformer en
wvehicules de police; Farmée qui
tire sur les manifestants dans un
quartier dHoms tandis que les
observateurs arabes en visitent un
autre; une femme arrétée 3 un
check-point peu apres avoir été
interrogee par des observateurs a

d: h, dans la b
de Damas; des observateurs obli-
gés d” d heures

d'une seule voix sur le dossier
syrien. Entre les alliés de Damas
(Libanet Irak) ceux qui sont hosti-
les 2 un nouveau changement de
régime (Algérie Mauritanie, Sou-
dan] les ennemis affiches du regi-
me syrien {les pays du Golfe, la jor-
danie, la Libye et la Tunisie) et
ceux qui n'ont pas arrété de posi-
tion (FEgypte). la mission est
tiraillee entre des influences
contradictoires.

sac et l'identité des

que les autorités syriennes
veuillent bien les transporter oa
ils le desirent ; des p Tou-

observateurs, qui sont une centai-
ne en Syrie 3 ce jour, souffrent de
lamé Surlaliste

tiers changés pour entretenir la
confusion; des détenus évacués

partielle de 22 noms que Le Monde
a réussi a se procurer, on note
PR

de leurs prisons vers des 3
des snipers embusques sur les
toits qui continuent de tuer, etc

qu'une Va-

teurs sont des fonctionnaires de
Liguearabe ou des cadres de FOrga-

Les o placees
mis-

parl
sion d'observation de la Ligue ara-
be debutee le sont

arabe pour les droits de
I'homme (ou les deux) nommes
par leur gouvernement respectif.

innombrables.
A tel point que Fopp

nent 2 des ONG indépendantes.

syrienne somme la Ligue arabe de
se montrer plus efficace ou de
céderla place aux Nations unies. Le
colonel Riad Al-Asaad, chef de FAr-
mée syrienne libre (ASL) qui
regroupe essentiellement des
q 1 Jgnn
« se désiste et permette a 'ONU {..)
d'assumer sesresponsabilése.

Le méme jour, Burhan Gha-
lioun, preésident du Conseil natio-
nal syrien (CNS) en a appele lui
aussi 3 'ONU pour instaurer des
zones humanitaires sires en Syrie

Quatre bres sur 22 sont des
militaires de carriere, dont le tras
controversé chef de mission sou-
danais. «Le géneral Al-Dabi n'etait
pas ke choix idéal entermes de rela-
tions publiques, reconnait le diplo-
mate arabe. Mais i fallait qud-
qu'un dacceptable par Damas.
Méme Mére Teresa aurait été inca-
pable de stopper laviolence »

Selon le décompte tenu par le
Violation Documentation Center,
199 personnes ont été tudes
depuis P'arrivée de la mission, le
26 décembre.

et une d'interdiction de survol du « Cequenous demandons, expli-
territoire. que Nadim Houry, de Human
Rights Watch (HRW). C'est plus de

ier ministre transparence dans les critéres de
Lepremler select jon des observateurset sur les
du Qatarareconnudes condtions dexercice delamission
TTEUrs Cette mission n'est pas un but en

e = »et OLIVEl't . soi,elledoit &rele moyen de prote-
laportealapossibilit€  ger i peuple syrien » Diplomates
d'une « assistance et experts, qu'ils soient indapen-

S dants ou membres d’'organisa-

technique» del'ONU  tions intemationales comme le
haut commissariat de FONU aux

Lescomitéslocauxde coordina-  droits de I'homme, sont dans
tionde la Y m | del itiondela
appelé 2 des manifestations géan-  mission, de ses conditions reedles
tes, vendredi 6 janvier, avec leslo-  de travail des procedures suivies.

gan: « Nous demandons une inter-
nationalisations.

Dimanche auCaire. le comite
interministériel de la Ligue arabe
sur la Syrie doit tenir une réunion
pour entendre le premier rapport
intermediaire du chef de la mis-
sion, le genéral soudanais Moham-
med Al-Dabi trés critiqué pour ses
a nitiak

deéc dans lesquel

« Comment evaluer les libera-
tions de prisonniers [comme celle
des; |

si 'on ne sait pas combien i y a de
detenus au total ni oa ds sont s,
s'inquiéte unspecialiste de ce type
de mission que la Ligue arabe
mavait jamais menée jusqu’a pré-
sent. Mais il ne se risque pas a
le retrait de la mission:

les il semblait dedouaner les auto-
rités syriennes. Et decider de la
poursuite ou non de la mission.

« Il tait dair des le premier jour
que cette mission allait tourner en
rond, concade un diplomate arabe.
La Syrie a négocié pied a pied pour
lavider de sa sub: reduire sa

« Méme si Damas ne respecte
aucun de ses engagements en
matiére d'amét de la repression,
c'est la seule lucarne que nous
ayons sur ce qui se passe en Syrie.

Les offres de service de HRW et
des Nations unies sont restées

taille, limiter sa marge de manceu-
vre. Hle n'a donneé son accord qu'au
tout dernier moment, sous ka pres-
siondela Russie et la menace dune
intervention de 'ONU. Le temps de
préparation était donc ridicule-
ment insuffisant. Le régime fait les
seules chosesqu'il sait faire :gagner
du temps et réprimer. I compte sur
ladésunion des rangs arabes et s'en
Temet, en dernier recours, au sou-
tiendela Russie et de I'Tran.»

L2 Ligue arabe est loin de parler

p dela Liguearabe. Jew-
dk, le cheikh Hamad ben jassem
Al-Thani premier ministre du
Qatar et chef de file du comite de
suivi 3 la Ligue arabe a reconnu
des « ermeurs » et ouvert ks porte 3
la possibilite d’une « assistance
technique» de FONU lors dune
ral Ban Ki-moon. Un nouveau pas
vers!'internationalisation souhai-
tée parl'opposition et les manifes-
tants syriens.e

CHRISTOPHE AYAD
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Le Figaro (France)
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Libération (France)

Extrait d'une vidéo amateur, le 30 décembre 4 Duma (ou:st de;la Syrie). DHOTO AD

Syrie: l'incurie de
laLigue arahe pointee

REPRESSION L opposition syrienne, les Etats-Unis et
la France appellent a une intervention de ’ONU.

ix jours aprés le début

de la mission des ob-

servateurs arabes en
Syrie, la controverse s’am-
plifie sur leur mission, qui
n'a nullement empéché la
poursuite de la répression. Le
protocole signé au Caire par
Damas et la Ligue arabe ap-
pelait pourtant 2 un arrét to-
taldes violences et au retrait
des chars desvilles. Mais, a
I’évidence, il n’est toujours
pas respecté. Hier, ce sont
cing civils quiont encore été
tués par balkes dans plusieurs
villes, selon I'Observatoire
syrien des droits de
I'homme. De leur cbdté, les
comités locaux de coordina-
tion, qui organisent 1a mobi-
lisation, ont fait état de la
mort de 390 personnes de-
puis le début de la mission
arabe, le 26 décembre.
Méme si le chiffre est exa-
géré, force est de constater
que les observateurs n’ont
pas mis fin a 'effusion de

sang. D'olides critiques vi-
rulentes de 1'opposition a
leur encontre et ke souhait de
plusieurs parties de voir
I'ONU intervenir pour met-
tre fin 4 la répression. C'estle
cas de Washington, quia es-
timé hier que Damas n'avait
pas respecté ses engage-
ments envers la Ligue arabe
et qu'il était «largement
temps» pour les Nations
unies d’agir. Paris a aussi
jugé «utile» leur contribu-
tion pour «renforcer In mis-
sion» des observateurs.

Ces derniers ont été dénon-
cés par I'opposition comme
«manquant de professionna-
lisme». «IIs ne se sont jamais
écartésdes clous. Ils ont été ol
le régime voulait qu'ils
aillent», confirmait hier un
diplomate basé en Syrie.
D’ol1 une certaine animosité
a leur encontre. «Nous et Iz
peuple syrien sommes pour le
transfert du dossier a 'ONU
car les Amabes ne sont capa-

bles de prendre aucune déci-
sion wéelle sur la Syrie», aren-
chérilecolonel Riad Assad,
chefde I’ Armée syrienneli-
bre, basé en Turquie.
Pour les manifestations
d’aujourd’hui, les militants
pro-démocratie ont lancé sur
la page Facebook «Syrian
Revolution 2011» des appels
a scander des slogans en fa-
veur de «d'intermationalisation
delacrise». ADamas, oi1 les
défections sont rares, un
proche du régime a réussi a
quitter le pays. Mahmoud
Souleiman Hajj Hamad, qui
était inspecteur financier
aupres du chef du gouverne-
ment et du ministére de la
Défense, aaccusésur Al-Je-
zira le régime de recevoir des
«aides financiéres d Trak et
d’Iran», et d’avoir dépensé
40 millions de dollars
(31 millions d’euros) pour
payer les miliciens chargés
de la répression.
JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
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De Standaard (Pays-Bas / Netherlands)

Arabische Liga hekelt eigen

De ])rcmicr van Qatar, die de ‘task

force’

van de Arabische Liga voor

Syrié leidt, hekelde gisteren de “fouten’
die de Arabische waarnemers in de
voorbije week maakten.

MICDEN-O

JORNDECOCK
BRUSSEL | Zo'n honderd waar-
nemers van de Arabische Liga be-

vinden zich nuir Ze moeten
toezien op de naleving van een
‘Arabisch protocol’ om de nood-
toestand In dat n.nnl te bedindi-

gisteren nu), lh|-~ op )nulubl

waarop pantserwagens van het le
ger te zien zijn in enkele noorde
ke steden, terwijl de

steden had teruggetre
Burhan Ghalioun, de voorz
van de oppositione
ale Raad' zei gisteren dat de
waarne een Jut-
tel inzicht zouden moeten ver-
schaffen over wat er .:vhnnrl

‘opz

nemers hun miss L misluk
king verklaren en worden terug-
getrokken.

0ok de premier van Qatar, sjeik
Hamad bin Jassim Al Tha
gisteren over ‘fouten die zonder
e twijfel zijn gemaakt’ De kri-
lek van de Qatarese premlier is
des te opmer ker, omdat hij
aan het hoofd staat van de ‘task
foree’ van de hische Liga voor
Syrié. Het Kleine golfstaatje Qatar
an de landen binnen de

Manoeuvre van Qatar

Ook de benoeming van het om-
streden hoofd de missie, de
Sudan 1eraal Mohammed al
\.«I gezienals een manoeu-
an Qatar: de generaal, die
wordt bekritiseerd om zijn optre-

den in de opstandige Sudanese
provincie Darfur, was ook vier jaar
lang de Sudanese ambassadeur in
Qatar en had zo vooral voor de Qa-

0 een ‘veilige kaart’ moete: n
Maar net generaal Al
g in de afgelopen week
itiek voor zijn opmer!
tie het geweld in Syri¢ leken goed
te praten.
De Quatar

aan dat de

= premier Kondigde
yrié-stuurgroep van
de Liga dit weekeinde ¢
rapport van de waarnemingsinis
sie zal bespreken en de situatie zal
‘e \lux'wx‘ ‘We zullen bekijken of
demi kan blijven of niet’ aldus
premier Al Thani

n eerste

Arabische
waarnemers

in Syrié worden
rondgereden
door het regime
en volgens critici
zo voortdurend
om de tuin geleid

De kritiek van de premier kan
doorwegen in de disc les hin-
nen de Arabische Liga. Qatar
bokst in de revol golf sinds vo-
rig jaar ver boven ziin soartelijk
politiek gewicht. Het landje finan-
cierde mee de opstand in Libié en
heeft met zijn satellletzender Al
Jazeera de huiszender van de re
volutie' — ook al is Qatar zelf geen
democratie

Tot vorig had Qatar ook
goede betrekkingen met het Syri-
sche regime van president Bashar
de weigering
ngen te doen
koos Qatar de

aan de oppositie,

Een waarnemer van de Arabische Liga in Syrié praat met een jonge scholier in Deraa. = ap

kant van de opposanten. Inciden-
ten zoals de bestorming van de Qi-
tarese ambassade in Damascus,
waarschijnlijk  georchestreerd
door het regime, hebben de sfeer
tussen de beide landen verder ver
Zuurd

Dat de Arabische Liga z
ren om aanpa
ren in de wa
lijkt al vast te staan. Zo hebben de
Arabische observatoren in Syrié
op ditmoment geen elgen voertul-

gen, zodat ze door het regime wor-
den rondgereden —envolgens cri-
ici zo voortdurend om de tuin
rden geleid. De vraag Is of het
wsche regime verdere toegevin
gen zal doen aan de Arabische
i iebeurt dat niet, dan zal
en om de missie maar
10p te heffen.

gevolgen van zo'n Arabische
nmlukknu_ kunnen verreikend
zijn. Als er geen 'Aral he oplos-
sing' voor de crisls in Syrié moge-

1k blijkt, komt het dossier onver-

\.n-nrlu[u,,uu, hm 8
de hand boven het hoofd houden
Burhan Ghalioun, de voorzitter
van de che Nationale Raad
eiste gisteren al dat de Veilig-
heidsraad opnicuw de situatie be-
kijkt, ‘veilige zones in Syrié uit-
roept en no-fly-zone oplegt in
dle delen van het land.
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Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Syrer fordern deutsche Sanktionen

ORTSTERMIN Syrische Oppositionelle fordern per Pressekonferenz in Berlin die Bundesregierung zum
Handeln auf. Auch die deutsche Offentlichkeit konnte den Protestierenden in Syrien mehr helfen

Einsatz fiir die syrische Opposition: Der syrischstammige Griinen-Politiker
Ferhad Ahma in der Bundespressekonferenz foto: dapd

BERLIN taz | Nun sitzen sie im
grofien Konferenzsaal der Bun-
despressekonferenz, mitten im
politischen Zentrum der deut-
schen Hauptstadt. Das gibt ih-
rem Auftritt einen geradezu offi-
ziellen Anstrich. Ehe in einer
Stunde die versammelten Spre-
cher der Bundesregierung hier
Stellung beziehen missen, ha-
ben drei Minner aus einer Gras-
wurzelbewegung das Wort: Fer-
had Ahma, Hozan Ibrahim und
Ameral-Neser,alles Vertreter der
syrischen Demokratiebewe-
gung. Bevor es hier vor den blau-
en Wand, die in den deutschen
Fernsehnachrichten so oft zu se-
hen ist, wieder um Wulff geht,
geht es nun um Leben und Tod.
Seit Beginn der Proteste gegen
das Regime des syrischen Prasi-

denten Assad im Marz sind nach
Schatzungen der Vereinten Na-
tionen bereits mehr als 5.000
Menschen ums Leben gekom-
men. Wenn die internationale
Gemeinschaft weiter so langsam
handelt, wie sie es bislang tut,
dann droht der Konflikt in Syrien
endgliltig zu eskalieren’, sagt Fer-
had Ahma, Mitglied des syri-
schen Nationalrates.

Ahma weiff, was Opposition
fur Syrer auch in Deutschland
bedeuten kann. Am zweiten
Weihnachtstag wurde der Gru-
nen-Politiker in seiner Berliner
Wohnung von Unbekannten
uberfallen und mit Schlagsto-
cken traktiert. Dass der Uberfall
ein  Einschiichterungsversuch
syrischer Geheimdienste gewe-
sen ist, daran zweifeln wenige.

,Die Solidaritat, die ich danach
erfahren habe, hat mich bestarkt,
nun erst recht fiir ein friedliches
und demokratisches Syrien zu
kampfen’, sagt er.

Heute richtet Ahma einen
Apellan die deutsche Offentlich-
keit. Er hat dafiir Amer al-Neser
mitgebracht. Der 27-jahrige, der
in Aachen Medizintechnik stu-
diert, ist Sprecher eines grofien
Netzwerks syrischer Aktivisten.
wDerzeit bemiiht sich die syri-
sche Opposition mit allen Mit-
teln, diesen Konflikt friedlich zu

Das Auswdrtige Amt
reagiert auf die Forde-
rungen bisher nur sehr
zurtickhaltend

losen’, sagt al-Neser. ,Und es ist
eineLuge, diedem Assad-Regime
nur so passen wurde, dass wir
diejenigen sind, die Gewalt an-
wenden.” Wenndie internationa-
le Gemeinschaft jedoch weiter
zuschaue, wie friedlich demons-
trierende Menschen erschossen
werden, dann wisse niemand,
wie sich die Lage in Syrien entwi-
ckeln werde.

»~Zum Schutz syrischer Men-
schenrechtsaktivisten brauchtes
dringend eine Flugverbotszone
im Land - und schlagkraftigere
Sanktionen gegen das Unrechts-
regime’, sagt al-Neser. Es gibt
noch mehr Forderungen, die die

Oppositionellen heute aufstel-
len: das sofortige Einfrieren der
politischen Beziehungen zum
Assad-Regime, den Abzug des
deutschen Botschafters aus Da-
maskus. Das sind die Kernbot-
schaften dieser Pressekonferenz,
die an diesem Mittwoch vis-a-vis
von Bundestag und Bundeskanz-
leramt stattfindet.

Keine Stunde spater, beim
Pressetermin der Bundesregie-
rung, sitzt am gleichen Tisch An-
dreas Peschke, Sprecher des Aus-
wartigen Amtes. Nein, sagt er,
der deutsche Botschafter bleibe
in Damaskus. Zwar sei die Bun-
desregierung im Austausch mit
syrischen Oppositionellen. Doch
nun werde zunachst abgewartet,
zu welchen Erkenntnissen die
Arabische Liga kime. Es wird also
wohl noch etwas dauern.

Vielleicht ist das der Grund,
weshalb sich Syriens Opposition
inzwischen direkt an die europa-
ische Offentlichkeit wendet. In
einem Aufruf Ende Dezember
hatte die syrische Oppositionelle
Khawla Dunia in einem Hilfsap-
pell in der taz auch schon um di-
rekte finanzielle Unterstiitzung
geworben—und um Spenden fur
die Hilfsinitiative ,Adopt a Revo-
lution’, durch die lokale Wider-
standsgruppen in Syrien direkt
unterstitzt werden konnen. Fer-
had Ahma sitzt im Beirat dieser
zivilgesellschaftlichen  Hilfs-
kampagne. Gut moglich, dass er
gerade deshalb tiberfallen wur-
de. KAREN GRASS, MARTIN KAUL
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)
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[
Er hat auch Freunde: Eine

die zur L

Financial Times Deutschland (Allemagne / Germany)

ad in

des syrischen A

Arabische Liga ruft Uno zu Hilfe

Katar gesteht Fehler ein und fragt Ban Ki-moon um Rat// Samstag entscheidet die Liga iiber Zukunft des Einsatzes

Astrid Frefel, Kairo, und 2aniah Salloum, Berlin

Katar, Mitgliedsstaat der Arabischen Liga, hat
Zweifel an der Bedoachtermisson in Syrien gean-
Sert und den Uno-Generalsekretar Ban Ki-moon um
ilfe geb berichtete die itische Nachrich-
tenagentur Kuna Die Beobachter habenihr Bestes
versudit®, sagte Scheich Hamad Bin Dschassim Bin
Dschabir Al Thani, Fremier- und Anfeniminister von
Katar, im Gesprach mit Ban am spaten Mittwoch-
abend. Dodh die Arabische Liga habe schlicht kei-
neria Exfahrung mit solchen
dass Fehler wurden®,
wir branchen die Erfahrung der Uno, und wir mas-
sen sehen, wie die Mission weitergeht, sollten die
Beobadhter zurildckehren® Ein Spredher der Uno
bestatigte, dass Katars Premierminister und Ban
(ber praktische Magnahmen*® gesprochen hatten,
.mit denen die Uno die Beobachtermission der Am-
bischen Liga in Synien unterstiizen konnte*.

Als Vorsitzender der Taskforce der Arabischen
Liga zu Syrien hatte dﬂ Scheich entscheidenden
Anteil am Dass
nun ausgerechnet er &:n Einsaz infrage stallt, un-
terstreicht die Hilfloagkeit der Arabischen Ligain
der eskalierenden Knise. Bcn:ns in dm lmu:n Ta-
gen hatten

&S Miss: nl‘f\ Mus
tafa al- Dabi Zweifd an der Eignung des Teams auf-
kummcnlasm. Fiir den Samstag wurde nun ein
in Kairo, igrt. auf demn die Be-

am Mitrwoch organisiert wurde, Sammelt Sich Lm die Staarsfiagge

obachter von ihren var Ort beri
sollen. Danach wollen die arabischen Staaten ent-
scheiden, cb die Misson fortgesetzt wird. Ein Ab-
bruch kime dem Scheitem gleich, den Konflikt auf
regionaler Ebene zu Wsen. Eine weitere Eskalation
ware wohl unvermeidlich.

Frankreich begrafte den Vorschlag Katars, die
Beobachtermission mit Uno-Hilfe zu verstarken.
LAufgrund des Risikos der Manipulation und des
Vertuschens and alle Beitrage sinnvoll, insbeson-
dere vonseiten der Uno, die die Wirksamkeit der
Beobachtermission in Syrien verbessern®, sagte Ro-
main Nadal, an Sprecher des franzia schen Auien-
minsteniums, am Donnerstag. In einem Punkt wi-
dersprach er jedoch dem katarischen Premiermunis-
ter. Dieser hatte in seinem Gesprach mit dem Uno-
Generalsckretar die Aufgabe der Araber
in Syrien sei es nidit, for ein Ende der Gewalt zu
sargen, sondemn lediglich zu beobachten. Insbeson-
dere an diesem Punkt hatte sich die Kritik von Men-
schenrechtsorgamsationen und der syrischen Op-
position an dem Einsaz entzandet, gingen die
Schisse auf Demonstranten doch anch in Anwesen-
heit der Becbachter unvermindert weiter. Die Ara-
bische Liga hat durchans ein Mandat, ein Ende des
Totens durch die synischen Sicherheitskrafte her-
beizufilhren®, sagte hingegen Nadal.

Die Axxnschc Liga hatte dic Bedoadhter ent-
sandt, um die Umsetzung ihres Friedensplans mit
dem syrischen Regime zu fiberwachen. Dieser Flan
sah unter anderem ein Ende der Gewalt vor, die Off-
nung Synens far auslindische journalisten sowie

Regierungsfliichtling

Angst Mahmud Hamad, cberster Fi-
ranzkontrollewr im Verteidigungsminis-
terium, hat sich als erstes syrisches Re-
glenngsmitghed ins Ausiand abgesetzt.
Demn TV-Sender al-Dschasira sagte ar,
die Ragierung sei Geisel das Sicher-
hetsapparats Aus Furcht vor Repressa-
len wage keiner zu fliditen

Geld Harmad sagte auch, Machtimber
Baschar al-Assad habe bereits 30 Mio.
Euro ausgegeben fiir seine Schergen.

dl zwischen der Regierung und der
Opposum Eigentlich sollten die Beobachter bis
Ende des Monats im Land bleiben, bezichungs-
waise so lange, bis Syrien den Friedensplan voll-
standig umgesetzt hat

Burhan Ghaliun, Vorsitzender des op«pomnmﬂ
len Syrischen Nationalrats, sagteam
einem Interview mit dem bri tischen Sender BEC, cr
sei ebenfalls dafilr, die Beobachtermission der Ara-
bischen Liga durch die Uno zu erganzen oder sogar
zu ersetzen. Der Uno-Menschenrechisrat hatte be-
reits im Angust eine internationale Untersuchungs-
kommisson fir Syrien eingenchtet, die das Aus-
maf der Menschenrechtsverlezungen vor Ort un-
tersuchen sollte. Das syrische Regime lehnt jedoch
deren Einreise nach wie vor ab.

Die arabischen Beobachter akzeptierte Damas-
kus erst, nachdem die Liga mn lunm Sanktionen
und einem A Synens
Swaatenbund gedroht hatte. Zudcmwmdc mit dem
Ex-Darfur-Milistrkommandeur al-Dabi ein Miss-
onschefans einem Land emannt , das dber gute Be-
ziehungen zu Syrien verfigt. Besonders der sudane-
sische General sorgte jedoch far Kritik an dem Bin-
sarz. Bipe syrische itionsgruppe etwa kan-
kierte ihn im Internet mit einem fikbven Interview.
Darin sagte al-Dabi, aine Zigarette und eine Bier-
dose in der Hand, er sei nur in Syrien, um Uraub z
machen, und alles sei guLAudxdu: Lokalen KDCI‘dI

ein
Syrien, warf den Bedbachtern einen Mangel an Pm
fessionalitat vor.
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Arab League urged to

push for UN

safe

areas for Syria rebels

By Christine Marlow in Paris

THE Arab League must acknowledge the
failure of its observer mission lo Syria
and press instead for a United Nations
Secunty Council resolution imposing a
no-lly zone to create sale areas for the

rehels, the main Syrian opposition leader

said vesterday.

Burhan Ghalioun, the president of the
Syrian National Council, told The Dadly
Telegraph thal any international military
operation could be conducted on a much
more limiled seale than in Libya and
need not necessarily be led by Nato,

The Amb League is facing o growing
backksh for the perceived ineffedivencss
of & contingent of monitors it has sent to
Syria to observe the regime’s compliance
with a regional peace plan.

President Bashar al-Assad’s security
lorces have bheen accused of Killing hun-
dreds of civilian protesters since the
observers arrived, leading to allegations
that the mission has achieved nothing

except to allow the regime to stall for

lime,

Pressure on the Arab League to take
sterner action is only likely to grow after
an international aclivist group, Avaaz,
vestenday alleged that 617 people had
ren lortured 1o death o police deten-
tion since the uprising against Mr Assad
began last March,

Mr Ghalioun, who has made his home
in Paris alter more than four decades in
exile, sail he believed the Arab League
should still lead the intemational
response 1o the Syrian erisis, but that the
time had come o prove thal it was seni-
ous in challenging Mr Assad,

“We are leading the Arab League to
reaching the position that they have failed
in protecting people in Syria.” he said.
“Bat we still want the Arab 1 ue to
make the calls and take the initiative, so
we are pushing them to eall for a UN
Security Counal resolution.”

Arab League ministers are due to meot
in the Egyptian eapital Cairo lomaorrow to
decide whether or not to allow the
abserver mission to enntinue,

Hamad bin Jassem al-Thani, the Qatan
prime minister who leads the league’s
Syria sleenng committee, acknowledged
yestertlay thal the observer mission had
made "mistakes™ but there were growing

Mubarak at court on a stretcher

Prosecutor seeks death
penalty for Mubarak

A prosecutor one ol whether ha
demanded the geath | onderad the kiting of
sentence yestertay protesters, but to
for Hosni Mubarak, know why he did not
the former Egyptian | intervene to stop the
president, arguing viglence”
that he had ordered He argued that Mr
the kllings of ants Mubarak must have
regme ordered pokceto
demorstrators. open lire during the

“The kxw foresees | 18day uprising that
the death penalty for | ended his three-
presmeditated decade ruk, leaving
murder,” Mustafa more than 850 dead.
Khater tokd the court The defence, and
durngthe trigl of Mr | lawyers representing
Mubarak 83 who alleged victims'
wasloppied na famiies, wik argue
DPOPURAT UpeSng in their sde next week
February Yesterday's

In his clesing haaring came a day
argument, Mustafa after polls closed in
Sulsman thechel | the final round of
proseoutor, sadthat | pariamentary

the president of the | electiors, whidh are

repuliicis expectedtogve
responsbie for coatrol of parfiament
protecting the to the islamists the
people, and the former presdent had
queshion s not smply | long repressed.

signs that the monitors woulkd be grven a
reprieve,

Although the league has threatened to
reler Synia to the Security Council if Mr
Assidd s shown not to have ended the
violenoe against his own people, it is far
fromn clear whether it has the enllective
will to do so, And while a resolution with
Arab backing would make it harder for
Russia and China to continue backing

Syrea al the enunetl, there are also doubts
whether Western powers have the appe-
tite to do anything more than impose
sanclions against Damascus,

Mr Ghalioun insisted that the opposi
tion only needed limited military assist
ance and calbed for the creation of a “sale
zone” in and around the restive provinee
of [dlib. close 1o the Tuwkish border,
where the rebel Free Syrian Anmy has its
headquarters,

Although such a haven would require
protection from the skies, a mission on
the scale of the Nato-led intesvention in
Libya need not be undertaken, he
climed. “We don't have to destreoy all the
Syrian air foree,” he said. “You only need
1o secure o speeifie zone and this ean be
done withoul damaging the whole
defences of the country.

“We believe that a sale zone will
encourage battalions and ammies of the
regime to defect and take the side of the
revolution. This woukd topple the halance
ol power in the favour of the resolution.”

A limited operation on the seale pro
posed by Mr Ghalioun is lilely to rule oul
American involvement because US rules
of engagement dictate that a no-1ly zone
can only be mounted over a tersitory
where potentially hostile air defences
hiave fiest been neutealised.

The Syran National Council, which is
dominated by exiles such as Mr Ghal
ioun, had decided last week Lo drop ealls
for non-Arab military intervention in the
hope of bullding ties with other dissident
groups. But he changed his mind after
protesters on the streets of Syrlan cities
denounced the move

Western powers have grown [rustrated
by divisions within the Syrian opposition
Didier Reynders, Belgium’s foreign min-
ister, held talks with rival opposition
groups yesterday to seek to mend a rifl
that, he warned, was “plaving into the
hands of the Syrian regime™.

Despite the frustration, Mr Ghalioun
has won widespread prise in Western
capitals after pledging that a post-Assad
wovermment would end military ties with
[ran and end Syrias policy of providing
arms and finance to Hamas and Hizbollah,
the anti-Isracl Islamist groups.

| Christine Mariow is a pseudonygm of a
Tetezraple joumalist who has neporled from
Damascus
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Le Journal de Montréal (Canada)

SYRIE

Constat d’échec et appela PONU

DAMAS | (AFP) Le chef militaire
rebelle syrien a qualifié, hier,

d’« échec » la mission des observa-
teurs arabes en Syrie, en raison de la
répression incessante de la révolte
populaire, et appelé a une aide de
I’ONU pour mettre fin a prés de dix
mois d’effusion de sang.

Paralléelement, les militants pro-démo-
cratie ont appele a des manifestations, au-
Jjourd’hui, pour réclamer « une internatio-
nalisation » de la crise, alors que la répres-
sion a fait encore 11 morts civils, tués par
les troupes, a Homs (centre) et Deir Ezzor
(est), selon I'Observatoire syrien des droits
de 'Homme.

« On espere qu'ils (la Ligue arabe) an-
noncent I'echec de cette initiative » des
observateurs, a déclaré le colonel Riad
Assaad, chef de I'’Armée syrienne libre
(ASL), qui revendique quelque 40 000 mi-
litaires ayant fait défection de l'armée
syrienne.

[l faisait allusion au Comité ministériel
arabe chargé du dossier syrien qui se réu-
nit, dimanche, au Caire pour entendre le
rapport du chef de la mission d’observa-
teurs, de plus en plus décriée par I’opposi-
tion syrienne.

Le premier ministre du Qatar, le cheikh
Hamad ben Jassem Al Thani, président du
Conseil ministeriel, a évoqué une possible
aide de I'ONU, pour les observateurs, en
admettant que ces derniers avaient fait

« des erreurs » en raison d’'un manque
d’expérience.

Il a aussi indiqué, lors d’une rencontre,
mercredi avec le chef de 'ONU Ban Ki-moon,
que la Ligue arabe devait décider, aprés avoir
entendu le rapport, dimanche, si cette mis-
sion allait se poursuivre et comment.

« Nous souhaitons que la Ligue arabe
se désiste et permette a I’'ONU, la plus ha-
bilitee a trouver des solutions, d'assu-
mer la responsabilité, a dit le colonel As-
saad, basé en Turquie. Nous, comme le
peuple syrien, sommes pour le transfert
du dossier a 'ONU, car les Arabes ne
sont capables de prendre aucune déci-
sion réelle quant a la Syrie. »

Le chef de I'ASL a, en outre, confirmé
une rencontre entre des observateurs
arabes et des membres de ’ASL, a Homs,
un haut lieu de la contestation.

Prouver qu’il y a des dissidents

Sur une video diffusée par des militants
sur YouTube, on voit des hommes en uni-
forme militaire et d’autres portant le gilet
orange des observateurs, tandis qu'un
homme en civil explique que la réunion
vise @ montrer que ces combattants sont
des officiers dissidents et non un « gang
armé », comme 'affirme le régime.

La controverse suscitée par la mission
des observateurs a incité plusieurs parties
afavoriser une intervention de 'ONU pour
mettre fin a la répression menée par le re-
gime du président Bachar al-Assad, qui a
fait plus de 5000 morts, depuis le 15 mars

selon 'ONU.

Selon les Comités locaux de coordina-
tion, qui chapeautent la mobilisation sur le
terrain, 390 personnes ont éte tuees, depuis
le début de cette mission arabe, le 26 dé-
cembre, alors que le protocole arabe la ré-
gissant appelait a un arret total des vio-
lences et au retrait des chars des villes sy-
riennes.

Washington a estime que le regime sy-
rien n’avait pas respecté ses engagements
vis-a-vis de la Ligue arabe et qu’il était
« largement temps », pour 1'ONU, d’agir.
Paris a jugé « utile » une contribution de
I'ONU pour « renforcer la mission » des ob-
servateurs.

Manque de professionnalisme

L’opposition syrienne a dénonce le
«manque de professionnalisme » des ob-
servateurs arabes, ainsi que « les moyens
détourneés dont use le régime pour entra-
ver » leur travail.

« Tout le monde est conscient des dan-
gers qui menacent notre révolution. Nous
sortirons (dans la rue) avec notre revendi-
cation légitime pour une internationalisa-
tion de notre cause », ont écrit les mili-
tants, en appelant a des protestations mas-
sives, et ce, a travers le pays, sur la page
Facebook Syrian Revolution 2011.

Simultanément, les autorités syriennes
ont annoncé avoir libéré un nouveau
groupe de 552 detenus « impliques » dans le
souléevement populaire, mais n’avant « pas
de sang sur les mains ».
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La Presse (Canada)

« Envoyez TOTAN

au plus vite »

Témoignage d'un rebelle syrien a La Presse

La mission d'observation de la
Ligue arabe, qui avait pour but de
faire cesser la violence en Syrie.
va de mal en pis. Hier, le premier
ministre du Qatar a avoué a

New York que les observateurs
avaient fait plusieurs «erreurs ».
Selon l'opposition. la répression
des manifestations par le régime
de Bachar al-Assad a fait au
moins 400 morts depuis |arrivée
de ces derniers en sol syrien,
dont 24 hier. Devant le constat
d&chec, des voix sélevent pour
demander une intervention armée
de I'Occident. dont celle d'un
jeune rebelle qui a accordé une
entrevue exclusive a La Presse.

LAURA-JULIE PERREAULT

« Envovez I'OTAN. Au plus vite.»
Hassan (nom fictil) hoche tristement la
téte en implorant les forces occidenta-
les d'intervenin dans son pays, la Syrie.

Apres 10 mois de rébellion, accompa-
gnete par 10 mois de répression qui ont
fait entre 5000 et 7000 morts selon de
recents rapports, le jeune Syrien dans
1a vingtaine ne voit plus dautre issue.
w Il va y avoir des morts si 'OTAN bom-
barde, ¢’est certaln, mais la souffrance
va ¢tre de courte durde, La, un peuple
entier est en train de se faire tuer. Un
a la fois. Ce regime ne tombera jamais
a moins d'une intervention », a-t-il dit
a La Presse hier lors d’une entrevue par
Fentremise de Skype.

Des morts, Hassan = dont nous avons
changé le nom pour des raisons de
securité = en a vu plosieurs au cours
des dernieres semaines dans la ville du
centre de la Syrie dont il est originaire.
« On manileste sans arrét depuis le
mols du ramadan. Au début, on n'étai
quune trentaine, mais beaucoup de
qens se sont joints & nous. Autour du
15 ou du 16* jour du ramadan (mi-
aout), les Torces de securite ont ouvert
le Feu el onl tue cimg personnes, Trois
hommes, une lille et un enfant ». Cette
manifestation a ¢¢ un tournant dans la
vie du jeane Syrien.

Depuis, lenir (€le au regime de
Bachar al-Assad est devenu le metier &
temps plein d*Hassan, qui, il y a quel-
ques mois 2 peine, etalt enseignant. Au
sein dun groupe de rebelles impro-
vises, il a notamment le role de trou-
ver des armes. « On navail rien pour
se defendre. 11 a fallu faire quelque
chose o, note-t-il en expliquant qu’il a

reussi o convainere des fonctionnaires
de 'Etat de lui ceder des armes a feu,
Des groupes comme le sien sont
apparus un pceu partoul ¢n Syrie,
D autres ont €1¢ mis sur pied par des
deserteurs de 'armee, qui forment
aujourdhui une coalition appelee
PArmée libre de Syrie. Certains de
leurs representants ont rencontré hier
le groupe d'observateurs de la Ligue
arabe, en sol syrien depuis la fin du
mois de décembre. Les déserteurs, tout
comme le Conseil national svrien —une
organisation ombrelle des mouvements
d'opposition = demandent imposition
d'une zone d'interdiction adérienne
pour creer des « secteurs sécuritaires »
pour les déserteurs et les refugiés qui
tentent d'échapper a la violence.

Des airs de guerre civile

D’un pays limitrophe ob il séjourne
actuellement, Hassan se désole. La
situation dans son pays ressemble de
plus en plus & une guerre civile. Et
les tensions interreligicuses remon-
tent plus que jamais a la surface. Les
musulmans sunnites, le groupe majo-
ritaire auquel Hassan appartient, sont
outres de voir des membres des mino-
rites religicuses soutenir la machine
de repression de Bachar al-Assad,
lui-meéme appartenant a la minorité
alaouite, « Les gens crient dans la rue:
les ¢hrétiens a Beyrouth, les alaouites
dans leurs cercucils », rapporte le jeune
homme. Un slogan qui ne laisse présa-
ger rien de bon dans 'éventualite d'un
renversement du n'-};iuu‘. estime Henri
Habib, professeur émérite de sciences
politiques a I'Université Concordia.

«Un peuple entier est en train
de se faire tuer. Un 4 la fois. Ce
régime ne tombera jamais & moins
d'une intervention [armée de
I'Occident]. »
— Un jeune opposant

au gouvemement syrnen

« On peut décrire la sitnation en
Syrie par un mot: une poudrivren,
dit-il. SI Hassan désire voir F'OTAN
débarquer dans son pays, M. Habib
croit quiune telle intervention ¢qui-
vaudrait & ouvrir une boite de Pandore
dans une région déja destabilisée et
minée par des contlits qul dépassent
souvent les fronticres dun seul pays,
Un renversement par les armes du gou-
vernement Assad pourrail avoir Uelfer
d'un tremblement de terre autant en
Turquie, qui peine a gérer la question
Kurde, qu'au Liban «a Péquilibre fra-
gilew, en Israél, ¢n Jordanic ¢ ¢n Irak,
estime lexpert.

Le professeur Habib e le jeune
rebelle syrien s‘entendent sur une
chose cependant: le sang doit cesser
de couler le plus vite possible dans les
rucs de la Syrie,
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The Washington Post (USA)

New media outlets defy Syrian clampdown

Publications, despite
risks, offer alternative to
establishment narrative

EY ALICE FORDHAM

BEIRUT — out a nine-
momn Iong uprising. Syrian au-

tighter

tigh
oonuo! over the media, rouuneb'
censoring and desaining repor-
ers, bloggers and photcjournal-
ists. But gespite the risks, a flurry
of new outhes have emengad to
tell stories suppressed by Presi-
gent Bashar al-Assads govern-
ment.

The magazines and journals —
mostly produced abroad and pab-
lished online — offer an alterna-
tve to esuablished newspapers
and pews channels in Syria, where
journalises are careful not to Cross
“red lines™ such as criticizing the
president. And, analysts say, these
new media outlets represent a
buge shift in the counery.

“Syrian socieqy, which bad long
been apathetic and sserile, has
awoken through this crisis” said
Mf Harling, a project director

in Damascus, the Sytian capial,
for the Imernational Crisis Group.
“It is proving amazingly creative,
producing its own literature, dis-
playing a powerful sense of hu-
mor and finding 1.001 Ways to
report evemts despite the media

==

Nazir Jandakis two-month-old
onkine publication, Syria Wants
Freedom, has articles in Arabic
about the ZOVEMMIMENtS SECurity
presence in cities, the work of
buman rights monitors from the
Arab League, as well as satirical
careoons and discussions of livera-
wre. His readers are both inside
and ousside the country, he says.

“We staned this project mainly
to establish the free press in our
ocountry” said Jandali, a 28-year-
o Syrian living in Saudi Arabia,
“and to baild awareness in Syria
aboutwhat is going on during our
revoluton”

Like many of those whoworkin
the new publications, Jandali was
an activist before he swareed adit-
ing. A patwork of people who
worked as journalists before the
uprising submit their work
anonymously and for free inside
SyTia, e-maiking it to his colleague
in Damascus, he said.

Revolutionary tone

Some Syrian journalists con-
tributed anonymously to interna-
tional publications before the up-
rising began, bat after more than
four decades of censorship and
repression of political life under
Assad and his father, Hafez, their
numbers were few.

Now, the outlets have muli-
plied. A nother publication, Hurri-
yat, or Freedoms, is produced by
people who have designatad
themselves journalisss since the

PRl T [ 5 S\ O

AL AROUY RIS

An image from last month shows Syrian actress Fadwa Suleiman speaking to the Reuters news agency over Skype from Homs. Suleiman, who,
Eke President Bashar al-Assad, is an Alawite, joined protests last year, disillusioned by the extent of government control over film and media.

An observer with anArab Leagoe

SYRIANA FAS MEWS ACENCYV I RELTTRS.

talkstoa

monitoring
mudmmmu-Smumdlddm

by the league late last year that also called for

letting foreign media

into the country. Few foreign journalists were given visas last year.

on life since the prowests began.
“The Revolution was ignited, and
the earth aches in it with the free
Spiries.” reads ane of several ani-
cles transiated into English on
one section of the Web site.

The names of the Writers are
not Known — sometmes even by
their editors — and the tone of
many of the new publications is of

mo-

protest
mentum and send stories to an
editor abroad.

The Hurriyat editor, who gives
his name as Kareem Lailah and
says he lives in Exrope, is also an
activist The publication includes
analysis of the chaotic political
opposition and poetic reflections

ey y fervor rather than
gispassionate re

Along with the magazines have
come new blogs and Web sites
that post protest footage and
Geath twll updates. The Syrian
ZOVEITIMEntS restrictions on for-
eign journalists' access to the
country make it difficult to verify

claims made in the new publica-
tions, as well as the identities of
the reponers and aditors. Few
foreign journalists were granted
visas last year, even after an agree-
ment brokered by the Arab
League late last year under which
the gOVernment was to allow in-
temational media into the coun-

Y.

“We still have some way to go
before reaching the professional-
ism thats needed,” said Shakeeh
al-Jabri, a Syrian activist basad in
Beirut “Bur it’s changed the Syr-
ian landscape.”

This, Jabri added, is an impres-
sive achievement given the emvi-
ronment in which reporers on

the ground operase. SyTia rankad
173 out of 178 in the Reporters
Without Borders group's most re-
cent index of press freedom, even
before the government crack-
GOWN 00 Proesters began.

Risks to journalists

Now, journalists documenting
the uprising are prime targess of
the security forces, said Mohamead
Abdel Dayem of the Committee to
Protect Journalises in New York.

“They are snatched from their
homes, off the streee or place of
employment and held incommu-
nicado,” be said Although the
contribasors o Syria Wamts Free-
dom and Hurriyat have not baen
arrested, bhe said, all Kinds of me-
(ia workers have been detainad,
including those who worked as
reporters before the revolution,
bloggers such as the actvist Ra-
zan Ghazzawi, and peoplew ho are
noe journalists in the traditonal
sense but have documented pro-
tests on mobile phones and up-
loaged the footage online.

“We have docummentad 28 cases
of this happening” Abdel Dayem
said. “They are held for days or
weeks o months, more often than
notsubjacted toabuse, maore often
than not released without being
c -

In more sinister cases, media
figures have been kidnappad and
been baaten or Killed Ali Ferzat, a
veteran political cartoonist, was
reportedly sezed in August by
masked men, who beat him and
broke his hands. Ferzat Jarban, a
dissident who fillned protests and
uploaded the footage online, was
reportedly arrested in November

near the ressive city of Homs and
found Gead the next day, his eyes
gougead cat.

Secret paper distribution

Becanse many Syrians have
limitad or tightly controlled ac-
cess 10 the Internee, the editors of
Syria Wants Freedom and Huorri-
yatsay that their colleagues inside
SyTia are secretly printing a few
hundred copées of teir publica-
tions and leaving them around the
major cities of Damascus, Aleppo
and Homs. A video upioaded by
Lailah, the editor of Hurriyat,
shows masked men stefing cop-
ies of the publication in mailbaxes
in Damascus and running away.

It was not pessible to indepen-
dently confirm Lailahs assertion
that the nawspaper had been dis-
tribated. But Abir Saksouk-Sasso,
an architect in neighboring Leba-
non who suppons the ant-
government movement in SyTia,
said she contacted Lailah afer
reading his Twitter feed and dis-
tribused copies of the newspaper
At a sit-in in the Lebanese capital,
Beirue

“The Syrian revolution is about
the condlict between the discours-
es” she saidl “The regime has
presented one scepario ... in
DEwspapers, stawe media and
TV." supporting the view, widely
held among Assad SUpPPOTErs,
that if Assad falls, the country will
be engulfed in civil war and that
the unrest is the result of a foreign
conspiracy.

“So it is imponant that the
revolutionaries ardculate their
version of events,” she said.

fordbamagwashpost.com
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The Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Damascus’s theater of farce

One thing is clear after the Arab League observer force’s first week in Syria
— it won't bring an end to the bloodshed in the country

ince the beginning of last week, a team of 70

observers from Arab countries has been in

Syria. Their task is to monitor Syrian com-

pliance with the Arab League Memorandum
of Understanding signed by the Assad regime on
December 19. The memorandum requires the
regime to withdraw its forces and heavy weapons
from populated areas, release political prisoners,
allow journalists and aid workers to enter the
country and commence dialogue with the opposi-
tion.

To comply sincerely with any of these require-
ments would spell suicide for the Syrian regime.
Assad is aware that to permanently concede the
monopoly of force in any areas of Syria would be
to accept the inevitability that an alternative polit-

ARAB WORLD

* By JONATHAN SPYER

ical and military leadership would begin to
emerge. He has no intention of allowing this. The
observers are therefore on a mission doomed in
advance to failure.

Syrian acceptance of the Mol and the Arab
observers is a transparent effort to gain time. The
regime hopes that during the period in which the
observers serve to reduce international pressure,
the savage violence of the Syrian army and Alawi
irregulars can begin to turn back the tide of
protest. As a number of regional media outlets

have observed, the proper term for the Arab team
now inside Syria should be “spectators” rather
than observers.

Assad signed the MoUl, after months of prevari-
cation, on the advice of his Russian allies. Syria is
reliant on the Russians for ensuring that there is
no action against them at the UN Security Coun-
cil. The Arab League Memorandum provides an
agreeably toothless alternative to such action.
Once it is decided upon, it must be given “time to
succeed” (or fail), thus negating any possibility of
further diplomatic action before the observers sub-
mit their report.

The performance of the observers in their first

See DAMASCUS, Page 15

observers in Syria were unable to
stop the bloodshed there, the Jor-
danians were seen as making a
difference on the Palestinian
track. While the US and the Euro-
peans were unable to pressure or
entice [sraclis and Palestinians
back to talks, the Jordanians were
seen hosting the talks and sitting
around the table. That image is
important for them: The Jordani-
ans are players; the Jordanians
matter.

This is not a bad posture to
take, or a bad message to broad-
cast to the West, at a time of
tumultuous regional change.
Proving vourself useful to the
world is a wise tactical move
when you might have to ask help
from others to weather volcanoes
spilling over from lIraq in the
cast, Syria to the north, or even
bubbling up from within. .

DAMASCUS

Continued from Page 14

week in the field did not disap-
point, from the Syrian regime’s
point of view. The delegation is
led by former Sudanese Intelli-
gence Minister Mustafa al-Dabi.
Dabi's main qualification for this
position is that he himself nar-
rowly avoided an arrest warrant
for charges related to his suspect-
ed involvement in the genocide
in Darfur.

Dabi's actions on the ground in
Syria were a clumsy and obvious
charade. The Syrian Army
removed its armor from the
besieged city of Homs for a day.
Dabi and his colleagues toured
the city, initially accompanied by
an officer of the notorious 4th
Armored Division.

Dabi reported that he had
found nothing “frightening” in
Homs and that the overall
impression he had gained was
“reassuring.”

In the period since the
observers entered Syria, 390 peo-

ple have been Killed, including 30
children, according to the Local
Coordination Committees, which
organize protests.

The obvious impotence and
irrelevance of the observer force
led to calls for its withdrawal later
in the week from the grandly-
named Arab Parliament. This
Arab League-created advisory
body, however, has no power to
insist or decide on anything,.

In a press conference in Cairo,
Egyptian Arab League Secretary-
General Nabil Elaraby sought to
defend the role of the observers.
This press conference did little to
build confidence in the mission.

The shooting and sniping in
Syria, Elaraby declared, must end.
He added, however, that the
problem in Syria is that it is so
hard to know who is shooting at
who.

A close statistical analysis of the
6,000 people killed in the course
of the Syrian uprising might disa-
buse Elaraby of this impression.

It is the Syrian regime’s forces
that are doing the shooting. Syri-
an civilians are the ones being
shot at. This was so prior to the

regime's commitment to the
MoU and the arrival of the
observers. It has remained the

case subsequently.

The reasons behind the curious
spectacle of Arab League non-
activity masquerading as activity
vis a vis Syria are to be found in
the realm of intra-Arab diploma-
€Y.

Saudi Arabia and Bahrain,
which are centrally concerned
with facing down lranian ambi-
tions in the region, want to see
the defeat of Assad in the shortest
possible time. They are keen to
swiftly move on from the Arab
League level to the UN Security
Council.

T'his has been reflected in a
series of scathing editorials in
Saudi media outlets this week,
which criticized the performance
of the observers.

Influential columnist Tariq al-
Homayed, for example, writing in
Sharg al-Awsat, said that the cur-
rent performance of the observers
represents a “blatant attempt to
save Assad.” He called for Syria to
be given three days to comply
with the provisions of the Arab
Memorandum. If this is not done,
Homayed recommended the
transfer of the Syrian “file” to the
UN Security Council and the sub-
sequent imposition of a no-fly
zone and buffer area.

Homaved listed a number of
regional states that he would like
to see involved in this effort -
including  Turkey, Morocco,
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi-
rates, Libva and Qatar. He notes
specifically that the Arab League
as an entity need not necessarily
be involved.

Other Arab states, however, do
not in any way adhere to this
view.

Some, such as Lebanon and
Iraq, are themselves allied with
Syria and Iran and therefore share
Assad's interest in stalling and
preventing any coherent action.
Others, including Egypt, do not
hold to the Saudi sense of
urgency regarding the need to
deal a blow to Iran and its region-
al assets. Rather, they are mainly
concerned with preventing the
possibility of Western interven-
tion into Syria, at the heart of the
Arab world. The Arab League
MoU and the subsequent dis-
patch of the observers reflect this
agenda.

Until now, the net result of this
has been the farcical performance
of the Arab observers under the
command of the redoubtable Ad-
Dabi of Darfur. Meanwhile, Assad
is continuing to slaughter his
civilian population with aban-
don. Whatever the outcome of
the crisis in Syria, it can be said
with certainty that the Arab
League will not be the instrument
that brings the slaughter to an
end. .
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

OPPOSITION: ASSAD ARMORED
VEHIGLES STILL IN CITIES

Oppaosition groups in the cities of Idlib in the north, central Homs and Deraa in the south said

the army had hidden armor in dugouts and replaced tanks with blue armored vehicles said to

belong to police forces. Rights groups say there may be more than 30,000 in prison
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Qatari Prime Minister al-Thani says Arab
observers make ‘mistakes’ in Syria mission
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Iree Syrian Army demands observer pullout

Arab team comes under scathing criticism from activists for its failure to stem killings despite its presence

Damascus (AF”) The head of
the Free Syrian Army de-
manded yesterday that the
Arab League pull its observ-
er mission out of the country
over its failure to halt almost
10 months of bloodshed.

Colonel Riad Al Asaad is-
sued the call after the Arab
League turned to the United
Nations for help and admit-
ted “mistakes” in the moni-
toring mission launched less
than two weeks ago.

“We hope they will an-
nounce that their mission
was a failure and rthat they
will be withdrawn,” Al As-
sad, who is based in Turkey,
said in the telephone inter-
view with AFP in Beirut.

“We call on the Arab
League to step aside and
let the United Nations take
over responsibility as it is
more apt to find solutions,”
he added.

Arab League ministers are
to discuss the mission at a
Sunday meeting in Egypt,
and Colonel Al Asaad said
his group did not want the
observers to be sent back to
Damascus after that meet-
ing. “We don’t want them
back in Syria,” he said.

The observers have been
in Syria since December
26 trying to assess the im-
plementation by President
Bashar Al Assad’s regime
of a peace accord aimed at
ending a fierce crackdown
on democracy protests that
erupted in March,

The mission has come in
for scathing criticism from
Syrian democracy activists,
who denounced it as “un-
professional.”

Frustration

Meanwhile, Jeffrey Felt-
man, the US assistant sec-
retary of state for Near East
Affairs, was holding talks in
Cairo with the Arab League
about the Syrian crisis, amid
mounting frustration over
the unrelenting violence.

Qatari Prime Minister
Shaikh Hamad Bin Jasem
Al Thani, who heads an
Arab League task force on

Show of defiance

Animage grab token from YouTube shows army defectors displaying their identity cords.

Syrio yesterday released 552 people who were detained for theirinvolvement in the unrest,

ALLEGATIONS
Defector accuses Iraq, Iran
of funding crackdown

Claims local militias were paid millions to suppress protests

Dubai (AFP) Iraq and Iran are aiding
the Syrian regime financially in its
crackdown on protests, a former offi-
cial in P'resident Bashar Al Assad's re-
gime alleged vesterday in a report on
Al Jazeera’s website.

Mahmoud Sulaiman Haj Hamad
made the allegations at a press con-
ference in Cairo after announcing his
defection from the regime, according
to the satellite network's Arabic-lan-
guage website.

“The Syrian regime receives finan-
cial support from Irag and Iran.” said
Hamad, without providing details.

Damascus has spent some two bil-
lion Syrian pounds (DhI46.9 million)

on payments to local militias to sup-
press the anti-government protests
that the UN says has left more than
5,000 people dead since March, he
added.

In a separate statement to the Al
Arabiya satellite channel, Hamad said
many Syrian officials want to defect
but “they are too afraid.”

“Evervone wants to defect but
they're too worried about their fami-
lies,” he said.

“Syrian government officials live in
a Kind of prison.. No one can go any-
where without being accompanied by
a member of the security services,” he
added.

the experience the UN has,
because this is the first time

ures by which the United

country and that hundreds

Nations could support the of people have been killed

We call on

the Arab

League to
step aside and let the
United Nations take
over responsibility
as it is more apf to
find solutions.”

Colonel Riad Al Asaad
Head of the Free Syrian Army

but we went there not to
stop the killing but to moni-
tor.” The prime minister
said it was President Al As-
sad’s job (o stop the Killings,
which the United Nations
last month put at more than
5,000 since March,

The monitors had done
their best, Shaikh Hamad
was quoted as saving, but
they do not have enough ex-
perience,

That is why “we need the
experience from the UN
and we need to see how we
can evaluate if they go back,
how they will work.”

Arab League ministers are
to discuss the mission at a
meeting on Sunday.

Shaikh Hamad said minis-
ters would evaluate the cri-
sis and “we will see whether
we can continue the mission
or not and how we can con-
tinue the mission. But we
need to hear the reports of
the people who have been
on the ground first.”

Arab League observers
have been in Syria since De-
cember 26 trving to assess
Al Assad regime's imple-
mentation of a peace agree-
ment aimed at ending the
violence,

The mission has come in
for scathing criticism from
Syrian democracy activ-
ists who denounced it as
“unprofessional” after the
Arab League chiet admitted
snipers remained active in
the country despite its pros-

ence.
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Syrian actress plays
a role in revolution

AMMAN — Syrian actress Fadwa
Suleiman says she wasdrawntoa
life in drama because of its prom-
ise of freedom.

Disillusioned at the level of
state control even in theatre and
film, she joined protests last year
against President Bashar Al Assad
and now takes the stage at dem-
onstrations in the city of Homs,
centre of resistance to his family’s
four-decade rule.

Cutting her hair short like a boy
and moving from house to house
to evade capture, Suleiman has
become one of the most recogn-
ised faces of the 10-month upris-
ing against Assad.

She played no part in the early
demonstrations that broke out in
March, but a deep-seated rebel-
lious streak - which only increased
when she joined the state-run High
Conservatory for Theater Arts —
drew her towards the protests.

“I chose to study theatre be-
cause I thought theatre means
freedom to think and to express
oneself,” Suleiman said in a Skype
interview from Homs.

Describing her time at the con-
servatory, which like most culture
in Syria is controlled by the state,
she said she slowly discovered
that “my country wants to drain
every culture and content fromits
citizens.”

“I became opposed to the way
we work, to the humiliation, the
degradation in human interac-
tion. Everywhere you go, even a
theatre or a film company, you
feel you have entered a security
branch,” she said.

"Authors write the worst scripts
but they are chosen because they
have links to security.”

Before the uprising, Suleiman
was known for her roles in televi-
sion, radio, cinema and theatre,
playing an art teacher at an or-

phanage in Small Hearts, a televi-
sion series thathelped raise aware-
nessabout human organ trafficking
and was broadcast by several Arab
channels. She also acted in an Ara-
bic adaptation of Henrik Ibsen’s A
Doll’s House at the Qabbani theater
in Damascus.

When the uprising broke out
Suleiman, who is in her 30s, be-
came increasingly active as Syria’s
intelligentsia mobilised in support
of the pro-democracy protesters.

She has appeared at rallies de-
manding Assad’s removal, shar-
ing the podium with soccer star
Abdelbasset Sarout, one of anum-
ber of Syrian celebrities who have
backed the revolt.

Veteran actresses Mona Wasset
and May Skaf, singer Asala Masri,
film director Nabil Maleh and
composer Malek Jandali are
among other Syrian figures who
have supported the uprising.

She has also delivered impas-
sioned monologues to camera,
calling for peaceful protests to con-
tinue across the country until As-
sad is overthrown. In one video
message in November, she said
security forces were searching
Homs neighbourhoods for herand
beating people to force them to re-
veal her hiding place.— Reuters

Fadwa Suleiman
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Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Svyria: Arab League turns to UN for help

Qatar PM admits mistakes as opposition steps up criticism of monitors

DAMASCUS — The Arab League
has turned to the United Nations
for help after admitting “mistakes”
in its Syria monitoring mission,
which has come in for withering
criticism for its failure to stem
bloodletting.

Meanwhile, Jeffrey Feltman, the
US assistant secretary of state for
Near East Affairs, was on Thursday
to hold talks in Cairo with the Arab
League about the Syrian crisis,
amid mounting frustration over the
unrelenting violence.

His meeting comes as President
Bashar Al Assad’s regime, which
accuses the United States of “gross
interference” in Arab affairs, said it
freed 552 people detained for in-
volvement in unrest and who have
“no blood on their hands.”

Qatarl Prime Minister Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassem Al Thani, who
heads an Arab League task force
on Syria, on Wednesday discussed
the deadly protest crackdown with
UN leader Ban Ki-moon in New
York, Kuwait's KUNA news agency
reported.

“We are coming here for techni-
cal help and to see the experience
the UN has, because this is the first
time the Arab League isinvolved in
sending monitors, and there are
some mistakes,” said Sheikh
Hamad, quoted by KUNA.

A UN spokesman said only that
RBan and the sheikh “discussed
practical measures by which the
United Nations could support the
observer mission of the Arab
League in Syria.”

The sheikh would not say what
mistakes had been made. Syrian op-
position groups say the monitors
have been kept under too tight a rein
in the countrv and that hundreds of
people have been killed despite the
presence of the observers.

“This is the first experience for
us. I said we have to evaluate what

Demonstrators protesting against Bashar Al Assad wait for the arrival of Arab League observers in
Deir Balaba near Homs .— Reuters

sorts of mistakes” have been made,
said the Qatari prime minister.

“There is no doubt for me. T can
see there are mistakes, but we went
there not to stop the killing but to
monitor.”

The prime minister said it was
President Assad’s job to stop the
killings, which the United Nations
last month put at more than 5,000
since March. The monitors had
done their best, Sheikh Hamad was
quoted as saying, but they do not
have enough experience.

Thatis why “we need the experi-

ence from the UN and we need to
see how we can evaluate if they go
back, how they will work.” Arab
League ministers are todiscuss the
mission at a meeting on Saturday.
Sheikh Hamad said ministers
would evaluate the crisis and “we
will see whetherwe can continue the
mission or not and how we can con-
tinue the mission. But we need to
hear the reports of the people who
have been on the ground first.”
Arab League observers have
been in Syria since December 26
[rying to assess the Assad regime’s

implementation of a peace agree-
ment aimed at ending the vio-
lence.

The mission has come in for
scathing criticism from Syrian de-
mocracy activists who denounced
it as “unprofessional” after the
Arab League chief admitted snip-
ers remained active in the country
despite its presence. The criticism
came from the Local Coordination
Committees, which also added that
the Syrian regime was finding it
easy to deceive the Arab observer
mission. — AFP
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Saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

Svyria: Arab League turns to UN for help

Qatar PM admits mistakes as opposition steps up criticism of monitors

DAMASCUS — The Arab League
has turned to the United Nations
for help after admitting “mistakes”
in its Syria monitoring mission,
which has come in for withering
criticism for its failure to stem
bloodletting.

Meanwhile, Jeffrey Feltman, the
US assistant secretary of state for
Near East Affairs, was on Thursday
to hold talks in Cairo with the Arab
League about the Syrian crisis,
amid mounting frustration over the
unrelenting violence.

His meeting comes as President
Bashar Al Assad’s regime, which
accuses the United States of “gross
interference” in Arab affairs, said it
freed 552 people detained for in-
volvement in unrest and who have
“no blood on their hands.”

Qatarl Prime Minister Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassem Al Thani, who
heads an Arab League task force
on Syria, on Wednesday discussed
the deadly protest crackdown with
UN leader Ban Ki-moon in New
York, Kuwait's KUNA news agency
reported.

“We are coming here for techni-
cal help and to see the experience
the UN has, because this is the first
time the Arab League isinvolved in
sending monitors, and there are
some mistakes,” said Sheikh
Hamad, quoted by KUNA.

A UN spokesman said only that
RBan and the sheikh “discussed
practical measures by which the
United Nations could support the
observer mission of the Arab
League in Syria.”

The sheikh would not say what
mistakes had been made. Syrian op-
position groups say the monitors
have been kept under too tight a rein
in the countrv and that hundreds of
people have been killed despite the
presence of the observers.

“This is the first experience for
us. I said we have to evaluate what

Demonstrators protesting against Bashar Al Assad wait for the arrival of Arab League observers in
Deir Balaba near Homs .— Reuters

sorts of mistakes” have been made,
said the Qatari prime minister.

“There is no doubt for me. T can
see there are mistakes, but we went
there not to stop the killing but to
monitor.”

The prime minister said it was
President Assad’s job to stop the
killings, which the United Nations
last month put at more than 5,000
since March. The monitors had
done their best, Sheikh Hamad was
quoted as saying, but they do not
have enough experience.

Thatis why “we need the experi-

ence from the UN and we need to
see how we can evaluate if they go
back, how they will work.” Arab
League ministers are todiscuss the
mission at a meeting on Saturday.
Sheikh Hamad said ministers
would evaluate the crisis and “we
will see whetherwe can continue the
mission or not and how we can con-
tinue the mission. But we need to
hear the reports of the people who
have been on the ground first.”
Arab League observers have
been in Syria since December 26
[rying to assess the Assad regime’s

implementation of a peace agree-
ment aimed at ending the vio-
lence.

The mission has come in for
scathing criticism from Syrian de-
mocracy activists who denounced
it as “unprofessional” after the
Arab League chief admitted snip-
ers remained active in the country
despite its presence. The criticism
came from the Local Coordination
Committees, which also added that
the Syrian regime was finding it
easy to deceive the Arab observer
mission. — AFP
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Tehran Times (Iran)
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Global Times (Chine / China)

Arabs turn
to UN for

Syria advice

The Arab League has turned
to the United Nations for help
after admitting “mistakes™ in
its Syria monitoering mission,
which has come in for wither-
ing criticism for its failure to
stemn bloodletting.

Qatari  Prime  Minister
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem
al-Thani, who heads an Arab
League task force on Syria, on
Wednesday discussed the dead-
ly protest crackdown with UN
leader Ban Ki-moon in New
York, Kuwait's KUNA news
agency reported.

“We are coming here for
technical help and to see the ex-
perience the UN has, because
this is the first time the Arab
League is involved in sending
monitors, and there are some
mistakes,” said Sheikh Hamad,
quoted by KUNA.

The monitors had done their
best, Sheikh Hamad was quot-
ed as saying, but they do not
have enough experience.

That is why “we need the ex-
perience from the UN and we
need to see how we can evalu-
ate if they go back, how they
will work."

In bid to show it was im-
plementing the Arab peace
roadmap, President Bashar al-
Assad’s regime yesterday an-
nounced the release of 552 pris-
oners, taking to almost 4,000
the number freed since the
start of November.

“The released persons are
not involved in terrorist bloody
acts of killings and explosions
against Syrians,” it said.

AFP
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