La prensa occidental silencia el
contenido del informe de los
observadores de la Liga Arabe

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #35
Miercoles 25 de enero de 2012

Los medios internacionales ven en la conferencia de prensa del ministro sirio de
Relaciones Exteriores, Walid Al-Muallem, la confirmacion de los comentarios de ayer
de la propia prensa sobre las decisiones del Comité ministerial ad hoc de la Liga
Arabe (prolongacién de la mision de observacion y proposicion de una hoja de ruta)
y sobre el rechazo de algunas de ellas por parte de Damasco. .

Ninguno de esos medios de prensa informa a sus lectores sobre el contenido del
informe de los observadores de la Liga Arabe, donde se estipula claramente que
nunca hubo represion sangrienta contra manifestaciones pacificas en Siria. Todos
estos medios, siguiendo el ejemplo de la Alta Comisionada de la ONU para los
Derechos Humanos, repiten las historias del Observatorio Sirio de los Derechos
Humanos sin cuestionar su veracidad, sus métodos o su credibilidad. Asi que los
medios interpretan las palabras del ministro sirio de Relaciones Exteriores —quien
senialo que el Estado sirio cumplira con sus responsabilidades en materia de
proteccion de la poblacion frente a los grupos armados— como el anuncio de un
recrudecimiento de la represion politica.

* El ex observador Anuar Malek prosigue su periplo internacional. Ahora se expresa
desde el Siiddeutsche Zeitung. Ninguno de los medios de prensa occidentales que lo
han entrevistado parece tener informacién sobre el pasado de este individuo ni haber
leido lo que se dice sobre él en el informe de los observadores de la Liga Arabe. Lo
unico que interesa a los medios occidentales es que el hombre dice lo que ellos
quieren oir. Este individuo ya ha sido entrevistado por USA Today (Estados Unidos),
por el National Post (Canada), por los diarios franceses Libération y Le Monde, y por
el cotidiano suizo Le Temps.

» L'Orient-Le Jour anuncia que los bancos libaneses aplicaran las sanciones
internacionales contra Siria. El gobernador del Banco Central Libanés se refiere, al
parecer, a las sanciones unilaterales europeas, claramente violatorias del derecho
internacional.
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

Damas accorde
un délai pour
les observateurs

> Syrie Mission
de la Ligue arabe

Damas a donné son accord a
une prolongation d'un mois de la
mission des observateurs de la
Ligue arabe en Syrie, a annoncé
mardi soir I'agence de presse offi-
cielle Sana. «Le ministre des Affai-
res étrangéres, Walid Mouallem, a
adressé ce soir une lettre au secré-
taire général de la Ligue arabe,
I'informant de l'accord du gouver-
nement syrien a sa demande de
prolonger dun mois la mission
des observateurs de la Ligue, du
24 janvier au 23 février 2012y, a
indiqué Sana. Cela en dépit de la
décision des monarchies du Golfe
de retirer leurs observateurs en
raison de «la poursuite de l'effu-
sion du sang et des tueries des
innocentsy.

Plus tot, le ministre des Affaires
étrangéres, Walid Mouallem, a re-
jeté en bloc le plan arabe prévoyant
a terme le départ du président Ba-
char el-Assad considérant qu'il
s'agissait dune «atteinte» a la sou-
veraineté syrienne. Il sen est pris a
ses pairs arabes, qu'il a accusés de
«comploter» pour internationali-
ser la crise en recourant a 'ONU.

Aprés avoir adopté dimanche
sa nouvelle initiative sur la Syrie,
la Ligue arabe a annoncé avoir de-
mandé une rencontre a New York
au secrétaire général de I'ONU
Ban Ki-moon pour la lui présenter
etdemander l'appuidu Conseil de
sécuriteé.
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Publico (Portugal)

Assad rompe os lacos com os arabes e Liga
pede reuniao com secretario-geral da ONU

Ana Gomes Ferreira
A seu favor, o Presidente
tem tido as divisoes arabes
e o travao da Russia. Mas

a tomada de decisoes
acelerou, enfraquecendo

o braco-de-ferro de Assad

@ O Governo sirio rompeu ontem os
lacos com a Liga Arabe, anunciando
nao aceitar mais a cooperacao desta
naresolucao da crise no pais. Em res-
posta, os darabes pediram uma reuniao
com o secretario-geral das Nagoes Uni-
das, Ban Ki-moon.

Diplomatas ouvidos pela AFP dizem
que os paises europeus querem que
o Conselho de Seguranca vote ja na
segunda ou na terca-feira um projec-
to de resolucao para impor sancoes
aoregime.

“Definitivamente, a solucdo paraa
Siria nao é a proposta pela Liga Ara-
be”, disse o ministro dos Negocios
Estrangeiros sirio, Walid al-Moualem.
Acrescentou que pouco importa que a
Liga leve a sua proposta a ONU ou “a
lua”, que a resposta siria sera a mes-
ma. “Eles abandonaram o seu papel
enquanto Liga Arabe e nés nio quere-
mos mais a solucao deles para esta cri-
se”, disse, antes de constatar: “Metade
do universo esti contra nos.”

Walid al-Moualem disse que a Liga
apresentou condicoes que ja sabia que
nao seriam aceites. “Em vez de discu-
tirem o relatorio [dos observadores,
entregue no final da semana passada],
tomaram uma decisao politica que
ataca a soberania siria.”

Esta ruptura levou o lider da Liga,
o egipcio Nabil Elaraby, e o primeiro-
ministro do Qatar (que detém a pre-
sidéncia rotativa da organizacao), Ha-
mad bin Jassim al-Thani, a escreverem
uma carta a Ban Ki-moon detalhando
o plano drabe para solucionar o con-

. -l s
“Metade douniv
flito sirio e pedindo um encontro em
Nova lorque para “obter o apoio do
Conselho de Seguranca” a proposta.
Ao exigir o afastamento do Presi-
dente Bashar al-Assad e a criacdo de
um Governo de unidade e transi¢ao, a
Liga deixou claro que, para os parcei-
ros arabes, o lider sirio é um paria - o

erso esta contranés”, disse um ministrode Assad

8 REUTERS/AHMED JADALLAH

Irdo € o unico aliado declarado. As-
sad ja ignorara um acordo com a Liga
datado de Novembro, para por fim a
violéncia contra os que diariamente (e
ha quase 11 meses) se manifestam con-
tra o seu regime totalitario, libertar os
presos politicos e iniciar negociacoes
com a oposi¢ao.
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Porém, a Liga ndo parece ter (ou
querer ter) meios para fazer camprir
as suas decisoes sobre a Siria. Ha vi-
soes contrarias sobre quais devem
ser os proximos passos. E, da parte
da manha, um comunicado dos seis
paises do Conselho de Cooperagao do
Golfo (Bahrein, Kuwait, Arabia Saudi-
ta, Emirados Arabes Unidos, Oma e
Qatar), divulgado pela TV Al-Arabiya,
jaapelava a ajuda internacional. Pedia
aos “membros do Conselho de Segu-
ranca para adoptarem todas as medi-
das necessarias para implementar as
decisoes da Liga™.

“Pedimos a comunidade internacio-
nal para cumprir com as suas respon-
sabilidades, e entre eles incluimos os
nossos irmaos dos estados islamicos
€ 0s Nossos amigos na Russia, na Chi-
na, na Europa e nos Estados Unidos”,
disse o ministro dos Negocios Estran-
geiros saudita, principe Saud al-Faisal.
Apelava a que “toda a pressio possi-
vel” seja posta sobre a Siria.

Para que uma resolucao sobre a Si-
ria possa ser aprovada, é necessario o
voto favoravel da Russia, que tem ame-
acado veta-la. Mas que podera mudar
de atitude agora que ha consenso na
Liga sobre esta intervengao. “Espero
que a Liga explique a situagao e peca
ao Conselho de Seguranca para apro-
var uma resolucao apropriada que le-
ve ao salvamento de vidas na Siria”,
disse em Londres o chefe da diploma-
cia britanica, William Hague.

Ontem de manha, os seis paises
do Conselho de Cooperacao tinham
anunciado que retiravam os seus de-
legados da missao da Liga na Siria por
considerarem que o seu trabalho fa-
lhou. Os restantes observadores, po-
rém, vao continuar no pais.

Os dados da ONU registam um au-
mento no nimero de mortos desde o
inicio da missao, a 26 de Dezembro de
2011 - cerca de 700 pessoas mortas, a
acrescentar as cinco mil contabiliza-
das entre Mar¢o e Novembro.
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The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Gulf countries
Kull supportfor
rabLeague’s

Syriamission

Nations cite as their
reason the daily Killing
of protesters by
President Assad’s regime

By ALASTAIR BEACH
in Cairo

The Arab League was in disarray last
night after a coalition of Gulf nations
withdrew theirsupport for its belea-
guered Syria observer mission and en-
dorsed a United Nations solution.

Members of the Gulf Co-operation
Council (GCC), aregional body that in-
cludesSaudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar,
announced they could no longer sup-
portthe missionduetothe dailykilling
of protesters by President Bashar al-
Assad’sregime.

“The decision was made after careful
and thorough monitoring of events in
Syriaand the conviction by the GCC that

suvwmm BASHAR
. AL-ASSAD

-5 " The president

-_-_._"1 b2 called the mission
L _—\ | D
/ \ a flagrant ‘.
. . interference’in
f Syria’s affairs

the bloodshed and the killing of inno-
cent peoplethereiscontinuing,” astate-
ment from the organisation said.

With the Arab world now divided on
how to proceed - and with confusion
reigning in the West — there are serious
questions about how to deal with a po-
tentially catastrophic unravelling of
order inside Syria.

“Thereisconsiderable disarray with-
in the Arab community about how to
deal with Syria,” Joshua Landis, creator

of the Syria Comment news website,
said. “Increasingly, analystsare coming
tothe conclusionthatthisisgoingtobe
along, drawn-out battle.”

The GCCannouncement, which drew
ascathing response from Mr Assad’s
regime, came after the Arab League de-
livered a peace plan on Sunday fromits
widely criticised monitoring mission.

The plan called for the four-decade-
old Baathist regime to be replaced by a
national-unity government withintwo
months, followed by parliamentary and
presidential elections to be held under
thesupervision of Araband internation-
al monitors.

But Mr Assad's regime, which human
rights groupssay continued killing hun-
dredsofcivilians during the Arab League
mission, swept aside the proposal and
calledita“flagrant interference” inthe
country’sinternal affairs.

The Foreign Minister Walid al-
Moallem said yesterday that “half the
universe” was conspiring against Syria,
along-time stalwart of Arab national-
ism and founding member of the Arab
League. “Itisthe duty of the Syrian gov-
ernment to take what it sees as neces-
sary measurestodeal with those armed
groups that spread chaos,” he said.

The decision by the GCCtoseverties
with the monitoring mission came after
observersreceived substantial flak from
rights groups and members of Syria’s
opposition over allegedly “providing
cover” forMrAssad. Therewasalso crit-
icism about the mission’s lack of trans-
parency and the tiny number of moni-
tors assigned to cover the crisis.

But the move also reflects the frantic
game of one-upmanship being played
out across the Middle East. Gas-rich
Qatar, sopivotal inthe topplingof Muam-
mar Gaddafi, iskeen to maintainits po-
sition at the helm of regional diploma-
cy and continueits political ascendancy.
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League
seeks U.N.
assistance
on Syria

Gulf nations withdraw
their observers, call
mission ineffectual

pY L1z S1Y

DAMASCUS, SYRIA — The Arab
League sought help from the Unit-
ed Nations to address the escalat-
ing crisis in Syria on Tuesday, amid
Syrian defiance of Arab efforts to
broker a peace settlement and an
upsurge of violence in which doz-
ens of people died.

Gulf Arab countries pulled out
of an Arab League monitoring mis-
sion, saying it was ineffectual, fur-

ther casting into doubt the fate of

an initiative aimed at ending the
Syrian government’s use of force to
suppress a 10-month-old revolt
against President Bashar al-As-
sad’s rule.

Activist groups reported the
deaths of at least 38 people, most

of them in the flash-point city of

Homs, as the government re-
sponded to the growing interna-
tional pressure by stepping up its
attempts to crush the revolt.
Syrian Foreign Minister Walid
al-Moualem said at a news confer-
ence in Damascus that Syria felt

justified in escalating the use of

force because a report by the Arab
observer team acknowledged that
some protesters have taken up
arms.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

He signaled that the crackdown
would intensify, saying there could
be no reforms until the revolt had
been suppressed. “It is the duty of
the Syrian government to take the
necessary measures to address the
problem of those armed elements
who are wreaking havoe through-
out Syria,” he said. “The Syrian
government must quickly take the
situation in hand to preserve sta-
bility”

Activists said a renewed crack-
down appeared to be already un-
derway. In Homs, at least 25 people
were killed in shelling by security
forces of two neighborhoods, said
Homs activist Omar Shakir, who
said at least three buildings col-
lapsed. The Local Coordination
Comimittees said 41 people were
killed in Homs and 19 elsewhere in
the country, including five defect-
ed soldiers.

“They are starting a new offen-
sive,and Ithinkin the coming days
we will see a lot of blood,” Shakir
said.

The state news agency SANA
reported that funerals were held
Tuesday for 14 members of the
security forces and two civilians
Killed the previous day in attacks
by “armed terrorist groups.”

On Sunday, the Arab League
cited Syria’s failure to stop the
violence in its presentation of a
transition plan that called for As-
sad to step aside, warning that the
league would seek U.N. help if he
did not comply.

On Tuesday, Arab League Secre-
tary General Nabil Elaraby and
Qatari Prime Minister Hamad Bin
Jasim al-Thani wrote to U.N. Sec-
retary General Ban Ki-moon re-
questing a meeting of the Security
Council to address ways that it
could help implement the plan.

Earlier, the six nations of the
Gulf Cooperation Council — Bah-
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and United Arab Emirates
— announced the withdrawal of
their observers from the Arab
League’s monitoring mission in
Syriaand urged the Security Coun-
ciltotake “all needed measures” to
stop the violence, suggesting that
they would be willing to counte-
nance military intervention.
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Al-Ahram Hebdo (Egypte / Egypt)

SYRIE . Les chefs de

la diplomatie
arabes ont lancé
une nouvelle initia-
tive qui prévoit un
transfert de pou-
voir du président
Bachar Al-Assad a
son adjoint. Une
idée que Damas a
catégoriquement
refusée.

OMME PREVU, Damas a

rejeté lundi dernier le

nouveau plan arabe

pour un reglement de la
crise syrienne. Ce plan prévoit un
transfert de pouvoir du président
Bachar Al-Assad 4 son adjoint et un
gouvernement d’union nationale. Il a
€té refusé non seulement par le rég
me syrien mais aussi par tous les par-
tis de 'opposition, mais évidemment
pour des raisons différentes.

Les Comités locaux de coordina-
tion (LCC), qui organisent la mobili-
sation sur le terrain, ont dénonce
l'initiative de la Ligue arabe, qui,
selon eux, ne répond pas aux
attentes de la population et a leurs
sacrifices, mais donne un nouveau
délai au régime pour poursuivre la
répression en Syrie. Pour les LCC, la
nouvelle initiative arabe ne dispose
pas de mécanisme d’application,
d'ou la difficulté qu’elle aboutisse.
Avis partagé par le reste de l'opposi-
tion syrienne. Cette derniére refuse
ce plan parce que la mention du
départ du régime ne figure néan-
moins pas dans le texte final arabe.

Quant au régime syrien, il a cateé-
goriquement rejeté ce nouveau plan,
le qualifiant d'ingérence dans ses
affaires intérieures, portant « atteinte
a sa souveraineté nationale » et de
« violation flagrante de la charte de la
Ligue arabe ».

Cependant, le plan appelle Assad a
déléguer des prérogatives au vice-pré-
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Les protestataires veulent le soutien de I'Onu.

Une nouvelle issue mort-nee

sident pour traiter avec un gouverne-
ment d'union nationale. Ce dernier
doit étre formé dans les deux mois.
Selon un communiqué final, ce cabi-
net devra étre présidé par une per-
sonnalité de consensus. Sa mission
sera d'appliquer le plan arabe et de
préparer des €lections législatives et
présidentielle pluralistes et libres sous
supervision arabe et internationale.
Essayant d’encourager tous les camps
a approuver ce plan et I'appliquer, la
Ligue a demandé au gouvernement
et a tous les courants de l'opposition
d’engager un dialogue sérieux sous
I'égide de la Ligue arabe dans un
délai ne dépassant pas les deux
semaines pour pouvoir former ce
gouvernement. Les ministres arabes
ont également chargé le secrétaire
général de la Ligue arabe, Nabil Al-
Arabi, de nommer un « émissaire spé-
cial » chargé de suivre I'évolution de
la situation en Syrie.

A quand
un recours a 'Onu ?

Pour défendre le plan proposé par
la Ligue, le ministre des Affaires
étrangeres du Qatar, cheikh Hamad
bin Jassem bin Jabr Al Thani, a esti-
me que linitiative « visait un départ
du régime syrien de maniére pacifique.
Si cette initiative n'est pas mise en
wuvre, nous irons au Conseil de sécuri-
t¢ », a-t-il averti, en appelant de
nouveau a l'arrét de toutes les
formes de violences, a la libération

des détenus et l'élimination de
toute présence armée dans la rue.
Cheikh Hamad a précisé que la
Ligue allait informer 1'Onu de l'en-
semble des résolutions en vue dob-
tenir son approbation. Le secrétaire
général de la Ligue, Nabil Al-Arabi, a
expliqué que la demande d’appui de
I'Onu visait a donner plus de poids
a l'initiative. L'appel arabe a un sou-
tien de 1'Onu a ét¢ favorablement
accueilli par le chef du Conseil
National Syrien (CNS), le plus
important groupe de l'opposition,
Burhan Ghalioun, qui a cependant
affirmé que « toute transition en Syrie
devra étre précédée d'une annonce de
départ de M. Assad ». Déja, le CNS
réclame le transfert du
I'Onu et veut désormais une saisine
de la Cour Pénale Internationale
(CPI). Il demande aussi I'imposition
d'un embargo aérien a la Syrie pour
empécher les raids menés par l'avia-
tion syrienne pour bombarder les
protestataires et leurs villes. En plus,
'opposition revendique la création
de zones stires en vue de l'achemi-
nement de l'aide humanitaire.

Avis partagé par les autres camps
d’opposition, les LCC ont estimé
que la Ligue arabe avait échoué
encore une fois a adopter une solu-
tion qui répond aux attentes des
Svriens. « Sa nouvelle initiative dorme
au régime une couverture pour mater la
révolte », ont-ils affirmé. « Les Syriens
naccepteront pas une solution qui ne

dossier a

comporte pas un changement radical du
régime  répressif et comompu », ont
martelé les LCC dans un communi-
qué, en appelant la Ligue arabe a
reconnaitre son échec.

Négligeant les déclarations de
I'opposition, surtout celles des

LCC, les ministres de la Ligue ont
décidé de prolonger sa mission

d’observation dans le pays, malgré
les critiques, notamment de 'op-
position syrienne, contre son inca-
pacité a faire cesser l'effusion de
sang. En effet, plus de 5 400 per-
sonnes ont perdu la vie en dix mois
de révolte et de répression en Syrie
dont plusieurs centaines depuis le
début de la mission arabe. La Ligue
a décidé d’augmenter le nombre
d’observateurs, tout en demandant
au régime de « faciliter leur travail ».
Les observateurs ont été déployés le
26 décembre aprés 'accord donné
par le pouvoir & Damas a un proto-
cole régissant leur mission, qui pré-
voit un arrét des violences, le
retrait des chars des villes et le
déplacement libre des meédias
étrangers. Mais aucune des clauses
n'a été respectée.

D’ailleurs, des divergences sont
apparues durant la réunion arabe,
dimanche dernier, I’Arabie saoudite
ayant décidé de retirer ses observa-
teurs, en arguant du non-respect par
le régime des clauses du précédent
plan arabe ®

Maha Salem
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Damas prolonge la mission d'observation,
mais ferme la porte aux plans arabes

Révolte Les pays du Golfe retirent leurs observateurs ; Européens et pays arabes pour un vote la
semaine prochaine allONU.

Le régime syrlen 2 accepté
hle.r de d'un mols la
F*:g e in

arabe oyés en Syrte
dLgﬁs fin da:dcp]unbm «Lem-
Affalres étrangéres,

Wahd \lmﬂcm, 2 adressé ce
solr une lettre zu secrétalre
gnm] de la Lipue arshe F'in-
mant de I'accord du gouver-
nemem syrien i s2 demande

jonger dun mols la
sg:: des observateurs de la

du 24 Janvier au 23 fé-
vrier 2012 », 2 Indiqué I'igence
SANA. x

Toutefols, affirmant sz dé-
tenmination i en finlr avec la
révolte réprimée dans le
depuls mars, M. anaf;"%
rejeté en bloc le plan de régle-
ment;msedlmmcbe la
Ligue prévoyant 3 terme
le départ du président Bachar
el-Assad, considémnt qu'll
s'agissalt d'une « atteinte » 2 la
souverineté nne. « Finles
les solutions “arzhes », a-t-1l
lancé Jors d'une conférence de
presse 4 Damas, accusant ses

mbadz-comflmz
pourlnmummllser
en recourant 3 FONU. « lls
trzcent lavenir de la Syrte loin
de la volonté de son’ peuple,
comme sl nous E1ons un pays
t de volonté, alors
Cest nous qui leur ont ap-
E‘lslmbl té, la démocratie et
soﬂ:ﬂmhsme-:tudn. «La

sldem Assad et sur Fouverture

national », 3-t-1l
k?.“é& L3 L
langue et Jassern
ministre ) J(hm) partent 3
New York ou sur &z hine, auss
lor que Nous ne payons
pas pour billets. Cest leur

affalre », 2 encore déclaré M.
Maallem. « Si le CCG a peur
de volr les faits en Syrie et veut
retirer ses observateurs, clest
son probléme », a-t-1I aussl af-
firmé. Le ministre 3 en revan-
che rendu hommage au rapport

Cing banques et trois sociétés
pétrolieres sanctionnées par I'UE
Cing banques syriennes ot sont Dair ez-Zor Pstroloum
frois sociétés pétrobidras figu- Company, Ebla Petroloum
rant dons la kste des nouvelles  Compony et Difla Petroleum
sanctions odoptées lundi por Compony. Leurs avoirs en
I'Unicn curopéenna @ Fencon-  Europe sont galés cinsi gua
tra du régima syricn. Il s'ogit coux da 22 parsonnes, qui
das banquas d'Efet Industrial sont an outrs interdites do
Bank, Popular Crade Bank, visa. Rxmraspumﬁg\h
Saving Bank et Agncubural rant

Cooparciive Bank, ainsi qua o:msﬁdavnrordma
d'une filick do la Commarcial lwrslrwposdonrwmrlu
Bank of Syria, déj sonc- manifestonts, ainsi que
tionnéa par I'UE, la Syrian chafs das renssignemants

Lebanase C: il Bank.

du chef des observateurs qui,
selon lul, « a fait état de la pré-
sence de

et & et al
de T'ordre et les cltoyens ». M.
Moallem 2 réaffirmé la déter-
mination du régime 2 combat-
tre les « pes armés. 11 est
du devolr du gouvernement
syrien de décider de ce qul est
nécessalre pour tralter avec ces
groupes armés qul sément (le
chaos) ». Le
pule « hsolupgnplesemnvnﬂr?-
mettre fin 2 la crise, « 1l
veut en finlr ».

Les Arabes cherchent
appul de 'ONU

La Lipue arzbe 3 dit son
mmnuonde nter sa Nou-
sttion sur la Syrie 3
lg Moo, secrétalre péné-
nldel’OVU et de demander
Tzpput du Consell de sécurtts.
Les six monarchies arshes du

Golfe e I?Pe‘eentz'zl:uum:lre

toutes les mesures nécessalres
uxcmfrdes pressions sur
et Tamener 2
lep'hnanbcdeplnapplﬁﬂ
ont aussl décldé de retirer leurs
observateurs de kz misslon zrz-
be en Syrle, en ralson de « l2
poumutedn]eﬁ'umndesmg
et des tuerles
L peldes:\nbcsalo\lba

ete’Preh)e par l'une des ﬁu
del’ g&smonsvmnne r-
‘g Dans un entretien

au quoudlen Lsbération, 1l af-
firme avolr quitté Iz Syrle et se
trouver désormals en France,
et 3 également assuré que « le
syrien mérte deu'e

TONU ».

sur un projet de
résolution qulls veulent sou-
mememmtekmdlou mardl

Le ministre syrien des Affaires
a col de presse hier @ Dom:

———
earungems Wbl-d Moallem, lors de

Moscou, M. Moallemn a In-
diqué que « personne ne
dwtzr%ljz la relation sy!'n—[r’\?sJf
sgczre!lee’thxslnnque et sert
les Intéréts des deux peuples.
La Russle n'accepterz |amals
une Intervention ettmgere en
Jﬂe Clest une ligne rouge ».
ne résolution condamnant
Iz épression en Syme est blo-
quée au Consell de sécurité
par Moscou, qui s'oppose fer-
mement i toute Ingérence
dans le confiit. Mals au cours

che-Ortent, Jeffrey Feltman,
« 2 eu le sentiment d'avolr eu

lons trés construct]-
ves », 3 commenté hier la.

du 'Etat,
g e
TOTAN n'envisage aucune In-
tervention militzire en Syrie, 3
assuré hier le commandant des
forces de FOT'AN en Europe,
rés de récentes sccusations
1a Russte.
Sur le terrzin, la répression
a fat hler 58 morts selon la

d'un débat au Copsell de sécu-  chaine al-Jazira, trols nouvelles
mté, ce sont les Etzts-Unis, ka vkumesnﬂlﬁ, selon TOb-
France et b Gnnde-Bmugne gumn des drolts de
qul ont épinglé « I allleurs, des mi-
russe, dénoncant la hums de Hama ont affirmé
d'armes par Moscou zu régime  que les forces gouvernementa-
syrien. les avalent lancé une offensive
contre k2 ville. Enfin, sur le
Discusslons russo-US E::n économique, M. Moal-
« COl » 2 admis que les sanctions
A t, des diplomates  européennes et améncalnes
et les américalns et avalent une cTise en
russes s'étalent entretenus lun-  Syrle, mals affinmé quielles ne
dt 3 Moscou de la situstion en fementpaspllersonpa)'s
Syrie. Le sous-secrétalre d'Etat (Source : agences
amércan aux Affaires du Pro- et rédiction)
La nouvelle Constitution limite
la présidence a deux mandats
La commission chargée d'éla-  avoit annoncé le 10 janvier
borer une nouvalle Conssi- qua ko référondum ourait lisu
tution an Syrie o prévu da la pramiére somaina do mars.
limiter lo mondot présidantial Salon o faxte proposé, « si
& doux septennots, dons lo Y'un das candidats n'obtiont
cadra das réformas promises pas 51 % das voix, un sacond
par lo régima confronté & four ast prévu antra los doux
una révolla populaire, o dcrit qui quront ob-
hur le quondnn al-Watan. tanu » bos maillours scores. Lo
La projet de Constitution sera journal alWatan ne précise

prézenté au président Assad
« dans les jours & venir
ovant d*8tre soumis & réfé-
rendum, o ajouté lo journcl
proche du pouyoir. M. Assod
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pas si lo nouvalle Constitution
aurc un affat rétrooct, lo
présidant Assod davant ache-
vor son douxidma saptennot
on 2014.



Mercredi 25 janvier 2012, #35, p. 20 / Wednesday, January 25, 2012, #35, p. 20

The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)

SAMAY - VO
Pmo) ANnes  SUONEN  pan)
sesoddo Apusuayan sy mq ' wAg
sy SUORES JA0 PR OSmgue
SULR N[ ¥ 20 pofed oAy sof = wwad
“Om A PUT SIS PRI A,
LSuooemdod veuds ap el o)
O1A JO suwa a1 apeaosd 03 anumoo

‘pounco s uo Supnjout ‘snmoo
uERRo WIp o wdecoRin,, s 1 pES H

PORIY PRI OPFERGUY PURAL]

‘sRurEs Wy (p Apesu et 3

A8 o5 8 Ewuvo_uvr_x,_qu:ﬂ.
PO P dodsmau Ustss Iy
= pue ‘sAS 03 s quopeEx dogs
.in..h.ozmﬂ,s_uz Agmoo agi wip 2q
“waoac] w Fukes s paonb sem cornos
fmgm w0y pagouRpim oy
1S YD YUm-YUIp U Uy
1p 08 Fumuooos ‘([T Ul KF[OP BOS[
{1G7 JITY SM020) 0% 3 19] 0 pROIGE
SURAI[OP SULR W ORI Ol § §EE
sy jorumasad | 0 ‘suodeam pRrsny
JOyuOM WO OOLE 1Y T0og TukS
‘sl N
03 Furpaocos ‘sgdo ad p(fs =m0 Fugry
‘g 1w wmiag Wy AN SN
~dod ® o 0348 o sy pue sdoon

peen sy quepsad U ay
« PRISPOOG G (90
Ao [[w por sgEdELa RN

U8 WO PUT BT[OA ® 01 sUOdRaM
Sumsapusn  Wmp somgo  Affur
.‘n S, [RUNOO BORRG-G| Al P
oy oadiesp A[RUSIEPIN oM.,
‘AR UOIEE
1P BO 12 OU PRI PRI S0 T8 UTUAS
AP 0) WA BT § U0 [y
PIRE [FEXJJO URISIY ® (PIYA U MAA
B TIPS ¥ PAND JURI) [[RA°] 'Ry
g =y Sutsopueas  mOoyn s
IFH QPTEIN 91 U0 arap
® u:ﬁ_v»wc:eu Amnoag a1 pEl
IR [[BA] BRI OPFEERGEIY N (]
s, ue g vonsoddo so e @ oy o)
FunFnars Hopp 0 108915 07
soEs Rpaym ‘TS om suodsam jo
Apddng 15 100GR PRLROU0O A% Ay,
*STROET LR OF PRSI 9P S 1R PRI SRy
ASUn0o Sy Wy PEE RGO Ry

® e ‘wkg 0) modeam Furdddns
30 Aspsaa ], wsny pazinn Kplwus
SATIS PR AP PUE OUTL] * IIRILY
R SO QUM PO 1 WYL, VOB
v s W eo) 1muad AU prnom
RunoD) AIINOSS 11 B0 0RA ¥ I[RIM

omm ‘erwny ogddng e pow

= swnfoop sFuAs JCsn suele g
QRN JTY, O A IR Y H

‘00RO 1P

asnyep o8 weuauaaod Kiun wopsanod

pumy 5 prEsy 0 (= 50 wr] gesy

a1 vo xhwuoo pamod wepEo g
Joamy Aatp adoy Kjuo o st s
YUY | WOREUR M jeosad ® L 0RN[os
(ryeomad = 00 Kem [exSor ap s A
YUP [ SAIRTRUL GRAY 93 pim Afdioo
[rm ounFas wwrAs apadog oy o

MO PEISUOUDP U0 Lo PfIes ¥ PEsY Jo SURINA Jo [riaung 3y; puaw s xd juasupiedguy

A

......

uoouwI 0) 03 ue

FqEEm w9 wem om Funp v
Qf], ‘vonuaMINT AmEEU B JO W]
I8 U o 3 usop 1 adoy am
BOPUOTY uf s P
SWRGUE (PORS AP MR )
_”.%.—n-i.ﬁ.. 21p 0T 01 PO Hunes
‘NP oI g oim..ﬁuuc:_:;:é
‘WRUALRADT RUAS 91p wouy ssrodsar
oapod fum oo LU oM EDERg
[fowww ap) o pognd am.,
"BUAS 20) wpea it eovad anfear Ry
AP PUYRQ POM 1B A[IR 03 s [1D
~moD) K000G o1 08 Furposs Jo wap!
Y PEERMEN U PRUAUT IO 20U L]
‘wEg 8 OPESGUT [0S
‘PERS USRS Q]
® ' wwpd snp 205 [Runo)) ap o woddns
g w0 puR suudoEAp I00gE
[PmO) ANSS A WUOjE (8 KDY
-snbpeay ‘N AP W wag) wemag
Sunaaw uol,® 10§ £x5 2R A,
kg urvonngos o od
® 20§ wepd yse| & voRwaURRI0 A1p JO
spmep Suard voow-ry iR
-Amanag N 0 S| iwol ® e st
<148 U0 SR IIL0O § 0 Feer] A pERYy

i 304d ol

oym ‘mN{E WESY Ul pRURH
REUN R BRIR) pUR AgeaH
LJEuoRngoss s ond | qriy
a1 AQ PIGE 100 prom s dalusuls
QIR IEYI PUE OO0 P{OOM SIR0UT
JO SUrEy pUs PAEPOOI] Q) UELRO,,
QIM AJIP JUSKUITS § UI PIRE SmE
[Pmo) vomwdoo) Inn Ay,
7w
[run voEsw FULORUOW A1p PR
) poade pay soswR] WY QRS
[1GRN JoRp 20 §wa] Gray Plos W [20)y
PrEE YNVS A2 AU WIS
CTUAS UF HOM J0UGUOO PMOM WE)
P JO KRGWAL O[[ RPO A AMM
UMBIPGI FUDg A SIDARSGO GRIY
JIUO) §§ Pes S0 anfear] Gy
g Jo scuraosd
wodgsey ap W SR pausE puR
FA0U0J QK USGMIDG SBR[ U pepry

asam UYL * pees sy Sy ueam 20 A
“oEAsRg() LS o Sumane ap Aq
G 019804 [0 Rp g ‘Axpsan ], u0)
‘saff e Furms s may sy Suouws v
B ppon g up Suppems  pessy
PRI £ PANPOO[G G PUR S5PE Y
qusy caap papddoy aamy wip KRGO
Ag puidsur sem RS U ponas A,

o BEROUOD 200 JO JUOL 8 1L ER
-y 05 Suked jou ar an s Tuy
OF VOO A1p 09 JO BOL My 08 pRay
U KD ], SOSRC] Ul SOURSI0O
SMAU B PRI A UOORZEUO R
Jo dams 1m ap sty Sug Ao o
pum w2y w afss paag ap o [
o) Ang g 0) JUPEIH,,
PIRE W RO Y . HELD 21 0] SHOFM 08
quay WM JSTUO[ U am pUR anSRa|
M-z QI ER 0 AQIp pRUOPUNGE A\ Ry

A, pealas aamy am g m ‘onfe e
qesy 21p Ag peal¥ng uoan (08 919 10U
8 vl W E.!E."u&_ Ay,

R wAR] s anSea|
aip parslas Afnjui0os Ay Ing ‘payE
“poojg @1 pu 03wl ® JO BOT L
oidun FuLoimow am oM SIS0
anfea] quy fummwa o o vos
Sl Q1P 1PUOALE ¥ AQ PURKKD O paasde
wawly ‘wiw s ruls op

pessy wuree Fumudn progmow-of
QUG UL PA Y VNG AT $2000) Aunoe
JO SIGRUD W PUT SURT AL JO SPURIMOY ],
‘vocmaasxe uFn) seodue o Sug
-wp Jo e ap pomoos wIEOIY
e L e W

‘Easdn Apoolq £ Buks Surpus
dRu "N 20§ [[%2 01 jonp 5, dnosf a1
Sugdwoxd ‘Bmod Bpuains 0) peisy
s 1P A 20} spdon e | grey
e papalau i saqyw Azpean ], RS woy
MO S MAPIPIM ST GRIY
O CSNOLLVN (HLINOVIOMIHE

UONUIAIUL
u31910] 10WIT U 0]
Jumoyd jo sqeay
SOSNIOE WIJ[RON

angear| :eLIAq

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 25 janvier 2012, #35, p. 21 / Wednesday, January 25, 2012, #35, p. 21

Al Mustaqgbal (Liban / Lebanon)

2(]2 —‘%{-#—#r*

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 25 janvier 2012, #35, p. 22 / Wednesday, January 25, 2012, #35, p. 22

Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

PHOTO O REUTERS AHMED JADALLAH
— -

SAUDI ARABIAS GULF
ARABS QUIT SYRIA
MONITORING MISSION

Saudi Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal said at the time his country
was quitting the mission because Syria had not implemented any part

of an Arab pea

B Saudi Arabla’s Gulf allies janed
Riyadh on Tuesday in pulling
out of an Arab League manitor-

ing eam to Syria, rsking the cdllapse of
a misson whose presence has nat halied
violence In a 10-month-ald revolt against
President Bashar al-Assad.

Syran  Foreign Minister Walid al-
Moualem said his government was sl
cansidering whether to let the monitors
ftay far another month and criticized the
Arab League for calling Assadtostep down.

“Definiely the solution in Syria is not
the solution suggested by the Arab Leagee,
which we have rejetted,” he tdd a news

f “They have abandoned thelr
role as the Arab League and we no longer
want Arab solutions to the aisk.”

Syria Is becoming an Arab and inter-
national parish for its harsh response to an
uprising against Assad in which thousands
of dvilians, soldiers and palicemen have
been Mlled. Envays © the Calro-based
League were meeting later in the day to
discuss whether the moniioring mission
has a future, Sudan’s ambassador to the
22-member body, Kamal Hassan All, sald.

Aleague official sald 55 Gulf Arab
observers were being withdrawn from
the 165-strong monitoring team. The
Arab League demanded on Sunday
that Assad step down in fawor of a
unity govemment to end the blood-
shed, but said the observers should
stay in Syria for another month.

Saud Fareign Minister Saud al-Fatsal
said atthe time his country was quitting the

—

ce plan agreed in November

Gunfire, funerals and fear reign in
restive Homs - - Syria’s protest center

In Syria's restve city of Homs, sol
diers are stationed behind sand barr-
ers at street comers, most shops are
closed and residents are Nenous.

Scattered shooting is 2 reminder
of violence that has hit the city and
tumned into batties between President

Basha atAssad's government army
and rebels who now contrd most of it

*Every day we have a funeral. Ev-

*“The terrorist groups have ocou-
pled two-thirds of the city of Homs.

ons from Lebanon and Turkey. They
are attacking the civilians and
securtty forces,” he told reporters
on a govemnment tour of pro-Assad
districts of the city. The coffins,
wrapped In Syrian flags, were taken
to

Ly !
dead. There was one daywe buned 20
soldiers,” said Haitham Othman, an
officer & the military hosptal where
the funerais of three security foxces
personnel were hald on Monday.

mission because Syria had not implement-
ed any part of an Arabpeace plan agreed in
November. “The GCC states have decided
10 respond 1o the dedsion of the kingdom
of Saudi Arabia to withdraw is monitors
from the Arab League delegation to Syria,”
the six-naton Gulf Cooperation Council
said in a statement It said the GCC was
*certain the blondshad and killing of in-
nacents would continue, and that the Syr-
ian regime would not abide by the Arab
League'sresolutions.”

The Arab lLeague's demand far a
change of govemnment in Syria puts more
pressure on the UN Securtty Councll o
overmme iis divisions and take astand on

which camried them
to villages across Homs province.
Hospta! staff and relatives thew
rice at them as they were escorted
with military music. Colleagues and
officers saluted. Homs Reutars

the bioadletting there.

The Arab ofservers deployed late lagt
month to asess Syria’s compliance with an
earlier Arab League plan.

“There has been some progress, but
there has not been immediate or com-
plete implementation as the Arab initia-
tive requires,” Arab League chief Nabil
Haraby said on Tuesday, adding that
he would name a special envoy to Syria
this week A Syrlan opposition group
condemned the mission’s leader, Suda-
nese General Mohammed al-Dabi, for a
report in which he highlighted violence
by Assad’s adversaries as well as by the

dent’ ty forces.

P
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Gunfire, funerals and fear

Syrian terrorist groups accused of attacking civilians and security forces in Homs

Mariam Karouny

HOMS — In Sy
Homs, soldiers are stationed be-
hind sand barriers at street corners,
most shops are closed and resi-
dents are nervous.

Scattered shooting is a reminder
of violence that has hit the city and
turned into battles between Presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad’s government
army and rebels who now control
most of it. “Every day we have a
funeral. Every day we receive be-
tween four to five dead. There was
one day we buried 20 soldiers,”
said Haitham Othman, an officer at
the military hospital where the fu-
nerals of three security forces per-
sonnel were held on Monday.

“The terrorist groups have occu-
pied two-thirds of the city of Homs.
They are armed and supported by
external forces. They bring weap-
ons from Lebanon and Turkey.
They are attacking the civilians and
the security forces,” he told report-
ers on a government tour of pro-
Assad districts of the city.

The coffins, wrapped in Syrian
flags, were taken to ambulances
which carried them to villages
across Homs province.

Hospital staff and relatives threw
rice at them as they were escorted
with military music. Colleagues
and officers saluted.

Haitham Kassem, who was there
to receive the body of his son-in-
law, said that the 29-year-old slain
policeman was “a harmless and
kind person”. “He was shot in the
back. He was only a traffic police-
man. What did he do to deserve
this? He has a three-month-old
baby. What was his fault?”

Journalists were later shown four
charred bodies of soldiers who of-
ficials said were killed with three
other soldiers in an ambush on a
bus that was taking them home.

s restive city of

d vehicle bel

Four civilians were also killed in
the attack, they said.

Ahmad Salamy, 22, was lying on
a bed in the hospital, “Yesterday I
was walking in the street near my
house when I heard the buzzing of
bullets. I couldn’t move. I was hitin
my leg. My neighbours saved me.”

Homs, a mainly Sunni city of
more than a million people with a
large minority from Assad’s Ala-
wite community, has seen some of’
the heaviest bloodshed of the
10-month uprising against Assad's
rule, including reports of sectarian
Killings.

Colonel Mohsen Ibrahim said
the military hospital receives be-
tween 10 to 50 wounded security
forces personnel every day.

“These days we are recei iing
more complicated cases that lead
to death because now the armed
groups are using more sophisticat-

ed weapons, including mortars and
rocket propelled grenades,” he
said.

Streets Empty
The main street of the city was al-
most empty during the day.

After leaving the military hn\l\l-
tal, an information ministry em-
ployee accompanying journalists
warned that violence might break
out. “Please stay together and run
to the bus when you hear shoot-
ing,” he told them.

Soldiers in combat gear stood
nervously behind sand barriers at
every comer.

Traders said business was dead
and one said he had not sold a sin-
gle item of clothing for three
months. Most shops at the Hamidi-
yeh market were closed and the
few which opened closed again at
twoin the afternoon. Litter covered

to the Syrian army abandoned In a street in Homs. — Reuters

the streets. “People are very scared.
The situation is not normal. We
open our business for four hours a
day,” said a clothes seller.

“Down with Assad” was scrib-
bled on one wall. “Syria’s Assad”
answered a slogan written on the
wall facing it.

Many shopkeepers refused to
speak but privately some said they
were scared of the army while oth-
ers said armed men were spreading
fear across the city. “They are ter-
rorising us, scaring us. We are not
e, They have beaten up my broth-
er. They are attacking us with rocket
propelled grenades. What did we do
to them?” said Layal Al Ali.

Her friend Nuhad Hussein said:

s) ria was safe, they are destroying
" They thanked the army at the
dxm kpoints; the soldiers smiled.

“Do you know why people are

not talking? They are scared of the

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

gunmen. They know they are
\\'ulchin[.. and if they say what is re-

ally going on they will come and
attack them after you leave,” whis-
pered a 21-year-old student who
gave his name as Tony.

“The army is here to protect us.
They keep attacking the army.
What kind of freedom seeker is this
who attacks his own army, the army
of'its country?” he said.

In the street a church and a
mosque stand together. “All Twantis
safety,” said a man in the market.

Another man urged him to say
there were gunmen. “Tell them
there are gunmen here. You are not
seeing the gunmen?”

“Ididn’t see anything, all I want
is stability,” he said.

When sporadic shooting erupted
a school teacher in her 50s smiled
and said it happens every day and
lasts for hours. “We are used to it
now. This is the Kind of life we are
living,” said the woman who wore
a cross. She refused to give her
name. “It is not safe,” she said.

“Break Our Neck”

“If you want to know the truth, you
only have to look around you. It is
obvious”, said a young shopkeeper.
“Please do not ask us any questions
or talk to us. They will break our
necks.” When asked who, he said:
“The people you are with.”

Most city districts were off-limits
to the journalists because they were
either rebel-held or are considered
hot spots.

A nearby street showed scars
from the violence.

Buildings were burnt and pock-
marked with bullet holes, A mili-
tary armoured vehicle was left
charred in the middle of the street.
Sand barriers were destroyed.

One kilometre down the road,
the rebel green, white and black
flag could be seen waving, setting a
limit beyond which government
troops could not cross, — Reufers
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