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Un traficd’armes au profit des insurgés
syriens se développe dans le nord du Liban

Encore limité, ce commerce ne porterait pour I'instant que sur des armes légeres

Beyrouth
Correspondance

uand on l'interroge sur I'ori-

gine des armes dans les

mains des insurgeés syriens,
Abou Hussein, un membre de
I'Armée syrienne libre (ASL), pre-
sentau Liban, se veut catégorique.
«L'essentiel provient d'attaques
contre les troupes réguliéres en
Syrie», assure-t-il. Alors quele sou-
levement se militarise de plus en
plus et que les monarchies du Gol-
fe commele Qataret I'Arabie saou-
dite envisagent d’armer l'opposi-
tion syrienne, celle-ci dément
I'existence de tout trafic organiseé.

Cette version « officielle» est
tempérée par le constat des mar-
chands d’armes libanais depuis le
printemps 2011, peu apres le début
du soulevement en Syrie: le prix
des munitions, kalachnikovs, M16
ou grenades n'a cessé d’augmen-
ter. «Ily aunpetit flotd’armeslége-
res du Liban vers la Syrie », confir-
me un observateur. Cet approvi-
sionnement gagne Homs, située a
quelques dizaines de kilometres
du Liban, mais aussi Idlib (nord-
ouest de la Syrie), le long d'un cou-
loir stratégique passant par Hama,
contre lequel I'armée syrienne
multiplie les offensives.

L'acheminement d’armes du
Liban vers la Syrie est facilité par
deux facteurs: l'absence de
démarcations frontaliéeres entre
les deux pays, d’'abord, a I'excep-
tion des postes officiels. « Vous
voyez ces montagnes frontalie-
res? Vous voyez les dizaines de
petites routes ?, indique une sour-
cesécuritaire en pointant une car-
tedelarégionde Qaa (Bekaa, fron-
tiere orientale avec la Syrie). Pour
surveiller toute la zone, I'armee
libanaise aurait besoin d’au
moins 2000 hommes supplémen-
taires.» L'existence, ensuite, de
réseaux anciensde passeurs, prin-
cipalement pour la contrebande,
mais qui ont pu également étre
utilisés dans les années 2000 afin
de faire pénétrer des combattants
en Syrie, lorsque Damas favori-
sait le transit pour le djihad en
Irak.

L'unedesrégions principalesde
cetraficest 'OuadiKhaled, dansle
nord du Liban. Une région fronta-
liere pauvre, a2 majorité sunnite,
favorable a linsurrection. Les

Le Figaro (France)

bourgades y sont étirées, le paysa-
ge se préte a la «discretion », selon
les mots d'un wassit (« intermédiai-
re») dans le commerce d'armes,
qui affirme que « beaucoup d’'ar-
gent circule pourl'achat d'armes».
L'armée libanaisearenforceé sa pre-
sence dans I'Ouadi Khaled depuis
le mois de février. Ses services font
aussi régulierement état d'inter-
pellationsdansles zones frontalie-
res : début février, deux person-
nes, accusées de trafic d’armes via

«Les armes affluent
del'Trak en Syrie
enbien plus grande

quantite »
« Fouad»

marchand d'armes a Tripoli
la région d'Ersal (Bekaa) et a desti-
nation de la Syrie, ont été arrétées.

Un escalier jonché de détritus
meéne au domicile de «Fouad»
(pseudonyme), un marchand d’ar-
mes, dans un quartier populaire
de la péripheérie de Tripoli (nord
du Liban), résolument anti-Assad.
Derriéere un rideau, il cache une
kalachnikovet un M16, « pour usa-
ge personnel, comme dans toutes
les maisons libanaises », soutient-

il. «Certains Libanais du nord, au
debut delarevolte, ont donné leurs
armes aux Syriens. Donné, pasven-
du. Moi, je ne peux pas. A Tripoli, la
presence du bastion alaouite [pro-
Assad] de Djabal Mohsen fait peser
une menace continue d‘affronte-
ments », explique Fouad. Selon lui,
les armes circulant sur le marché
libanais viennent principalement
d'IrakoudTran.

Ce trafiquant a été approché
pardesintermeédiaires pour répon-
dre aux demandes de clients
syriens: « Mais je n'ai pas ce qu'ils
veulent. Ce qu’ils demandent,
depuis plusieurs mois, ce sont des
armes de gros calibre. » C'est aussi
I'avis de cet observateur: « L'arme-
ment qui transite aujourd’hui au
Liban nechangerapasla donne sur
le terrain. Les rebelles ont assez de
munitions et d’'armes légeres. Ils
cherchent des armes lourdes ou de
precision. Ces derniéres, ils ne peu-
vent pas les trouver au Liban.
Acquerir des armes antichar ou
concues pour le tir embusqué leur
permettrait de sanctuariser» les
endroits ou I'ASL est présente.

De l'avis d’ Ali et Abbas, deux
jeunesvendeursd armesde laban-
lieue sud de Beyrouth (fief du Hez-
bollah chiite, allié de Damas), «la
vente s'effectue partout, dans tou-

A -

Un combattant de I’Armée syrienne libre au bord de I'Oronte, a 3km de la frontiére libanaise, le 6 mars. s»

tes les zones ou il y a potentielle-
ment des armes, banlieue sud et
Bekaa [autre bastion du
Hezbollah] comprise». «Ce qui
compte, c'est I'argent. L'identité de
nos clients ne nous interesse pas.»

Selon « Fouad», le Liban n'est
toutefois qu'un «petit réservoir »
pour les insurgés, malgré les
surencheres politiques a ce sujet.
«Les armes affluent de I'Irak en
Syrie en bien plus grande quantité,
croit-il. Enlrak, ily aen plus Al-Qai-
da.» Le chef de I'organisation ter-
roriste, Ayman Al-Zawahiri, a
apporteé son soutien a la contesta-
tionen Syrie, dans une vidéo diffu-
sée le nfévrier.

Ce ne sont pas seulement les
armes légeres qui entreraient
depuis le Liban. A Ersal, une localité
sunnite de la Bekaa entourée de
bourgades chiites, les rumeurs
vont croissant sur des enterre-
ments nocturnes de combattants
du Hezbollah tués en Syrie apres
avoir servi aupres des forces pro-
Assad. Du coté de la rébellion, une
source avisée fait état d'arrivees,
encore limitées, de salafistes étran-
gers, ayant combattu en Irak, en
AfghanistanouauPakistan,dansle
nord du Liban. Ceux-ci ne seraient
pas pour l'instant entrés en Syrie.@

LAURE STEPHAN
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peut-il

gagner ?

a terreur est-elle une assurance
vie pour les dictateurs ? Le pré-
sident syrien Bachar al-Assad
peut-l remporter le bras de fer,
militaire et politique, contre
ses opposants ? Dérangeante,
la question divise les experts,
au-deld des condamnations
morales d’un pouvoir qui
n’hésite pas a utiliser 1'artille-
rie lourde contre son propre peuple. Un
régime qui n’a jamais reculé devant les
massacres et que le sociologue Michel Seu-
rat, otage assassiné au Liban en 1985 par le
Jihad islamique, qualifiait déja d’« Etat de
barbarie » (1), il y a trente ans. On compte
déja prés de 8 500 morts - dont 1 800 dans
les troupes d’Assad, selon I'Observatoire
syrien des droits de I'homme.

La reconquéte par les forces loyalistes
du quartier rebelle de Baba Amr a Homs,
début mars, est un symbole. Celui d'un
régime qui se bat jusqu’au bout, contrai-
rement a ce que 'on avait vu en Tuni-
sie et en Egypte. La chute de Baba Amr
ne signifie pourtant pas la défaite de
I’opposition, les combats ayant aussitot
repris ailleurs. Mais le « chemin de roses »
d'une révolution pacifique et démocra-
tique, telle qu’elle avait débuté au prin-
temps 2011, se transforme au fil des mois
en une guerre civile sanglante. C'est,

La guerre sanglante que
livre le dictateur syrien
aux rebelles risque

de durer. Les atouts
d'Assad : une partie

de la population qui le
soutient, une opposition
divisée ainsi que la
Russie et la Chine, qui ne
le laissent pas tomber.

paradoxalement, la grande victoire du
régime qui n’entendait pas céder le pou-
voir de maniere pacifique, préférant plon-
ger son pays dans la violence plutdt que
de négocier une transition politique. Jour
apres jour, la logique de guerre I'emporte.

« Les deux camps s'installent dans la durée.
C'est une guerre d’'usure. Le pouvoir veut
démontrer sa capacité a survivre et les insur-
gés celle de tenir. Cela peut durer longtemps... »

stringer / reuters

estime Jean-Francois Daguzan, directeur
de la revue Maghreb-Machrek. « Assad béné-
ficie du soutien, actif ou passif, d’environ 40 %
de la population qui craint avant tout I'isla-
misme, assure Gérard Chaliand, spécia-
liste des conflits. Il va donc pouvoir tenir
encore un bon moment. Il finira sans doute
par étre battu, au terme de plusieurs mois
d’une guerre civile dont les victimes seront
nombreuses. » Pour le jeune chercheur
belge Thomas Pierret, spécialiste de la
Syrie et auteur de Baas et islam en Syrie
(PUF, 2011), « on ne peut méme pas exclure
complétement qu’Assad parvienne a gagner ».
Il compare la situation actuelle avec la
reprise en main de I'Irak par Saddam
Hussein, au lendemain de la premiére
guerre du Golfe (1991) : le régime avait
massacré la rébellion chiite dans le Sud.
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« Al Assad

pense

qu'apres un

Autre exemple : celui de la
Tchétchénie, ot les Russes
sont parvenus a écraser les
indépendantistes.

Bachar al-Assad veut-
il rééditer 1'« exploit » de
son peére, Hafez, qui en
février 1982, avait mas-
sacré des milliers d"habi-
tants de la ville d’Hama,
tombée sous la coupe des
islamistes ? C’est sa stra-
tégie, mais, « aujourd’hui,
la situation est plus sérieuse
qu'alors, prévient Thomas Pierret. La rébel-
lion est beaucoup moins localisée : ce sont les
campagnes, les petites villes et les banlieues
qui se soulévent alors qu'a I'époque c’était plu-
tot un mouvement dans les grandes villes ».

dans

bain de sang
les choses
rentreront

I'ordre pour
longtemps.
Il est dans
une logique
de guerre. »

Jean-Pierre Filiu, auteur de
la Révolution arabe (Fayard,
2011), estime aussi que le
précédent de Hama inspire
Al-Assad : « Il pense qu’apreés
un grand bain de sang les
choses rentreront dans 'ordre
pour longtemps, Il est, lui,
dans une logique de guerre
civile, mais ce n'est pas le cas
des révolutionnaires, qui font
preuve d’une incroyable rési-
lience et gardent un moral
impressionnant malgré la
répression. » Mathieu Guidere, islamo-
logue et professeur a Toulouse, partage la
méme analyse : « Les opposants se retiennent.
I1s sont conscients des risques d'une militarisa-
tion de la contestation. L'armée syrienne libre

Hazzano, dans la province
d'ldlib, le 3 mars derier.
Les funérailles d'un rebelle
de I'Armée syrienne libre
qui a succombé a une
attaque des forces armées
gouvernementales.

(ASL) ne se livre pas a des massacres systéma-
tiques contre les alaouites ou d’autres groupes
soutenant le régime. C'est pour cela que I'on ne
peut parler, ou pas encore, d'une guerre civile
telle qu’on I'a connue en Irak. »

Peur des islamistes sunnites

Bachar al-Assad conserve trois atouts dans
son jeu : une base sociale, un appareil de
répression et des soutiens internationaux.
Certes, depuis 1982, le régime a changé
de base sociale : alors que, a I'origine, ce
pouvoir progressiste s’appuyait plutét sur
les couches populaires des régions péri-
phériques contre la bourgeoisie pieuse des
grandes villes, aujourd’hui, « plus on monte
dans la hiérarchie sociale, plus c’est calme »,
constate Thomas Pierret. Les couches >
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Assad peut-il gagner ?

> supérieures soutiennent le pouvoir et,
a contrario, le quartier martyr de Baba Amr
est1'un des plus pauvres de la ville d'Homs,
ol venaient s’entasser les migrants de la
campagne. Ce qui, en revanche, n’a pas
changé, c’est la question
des minorités. Si la popu-
lation est majoritairement
sunnite, le pouvoir est,
depuis deux générations,
entre les mains de la mino-
rité alaouite, une branche
dissidente du chiisme
qui représente 10 % de la
population. Ajoutez des
chrétiens, des druzes, des
chiites, des ismaéliens : tous
craignent pour leur avenir
dans un pays aux mains des

islamistes sunnites. Sous la . Y 4
dictature d’Al-Assad, la Syrie Eric Denece,

reste quand méme 1'un des 1

rares pays de la région ot dlreCte"r du -

les religions et les groupes  (eptre francms
ethniques coexistent pacifi-

quement. Le contremodele (1€ FeCherche sur
absolu de I'Irak voisin, H

plongé par l'intervention Ie rense'qnement

américaine dans la guerre

civile. Le contre-modéle aussi de I'Arabie
saoudite, ou seul le sunnisme wahhabite
le plus dur a droit de cité.

Des alliés solides

Méme minoritaire, Al-Assad peut donc
s'appuyer sur nombre de groupes religieux
et sociaux, y compris sunnites (comme les
tribus bédouines ou une partie de la bour-
geoise d’affaires) relativement importants
- et surtout terrorisés par la perspective
d'une défaite. Une situation qui n'incite
pas a la modération et a la discussion.
« Plutot Bachar que le chaos ! C'est ce que pense
encore une partie de la population », assure
Eric Dénécé, directeur du Centre frangais
de recherche sur le renseignement, qui
s’est rendu récemment 3 Damas. Comme
tous les observateurs, il a pu constater que
le pouvoir disposait toujours d'une force
militaire considérable. Selon Mathieu Gui-
dere, les forces loyalistes compteraient
100000 hommes dans leurs rangs, enca-
drés par des officiers fideles. « L'armée n'a pas
tournée casaque », ajoute Alain Chouet, un
ancien de la DGSE, excellent connaisseur
du pays (2). En face, les rebelles de I'’ASL
seraient environ 30 000. Ce n’est pas négli-
geable : « Un rapport d'un a trois, c'est trés dif-
ficile, mais militairement, c'est tenable », avance
Mathieu Guidére. De son ¢6té, Thomas Pier-
ret scrute avec attention I'évolution de la
tactique militaire du régime, dont, ditdl,
« le principal atout est son armée, ses chars et son

« Plutot
Bachar que
le chaos !
C'est ce que
pense une
partie de la
population. »

allié de I'lran n'était déja

pas drdle, mais son éventuel
remplacement par des salafistes ne
serait pas mieux... » Les Israéliens
surveillent avec angoisse les chemins
de Damas. Redoutable, disent-ils, ce
dernier épisode d'un printemps arabe
qui prend I'Etat hébreu en tenaille.
D'un c6té, une Egypte révolutionnaire
ou les Fréres musulmans veulent
déchirer le traité de paix signé par
Begin et Sadate en 1979, de I'autre une
Syrie ou les tueries perpétrées par
Bachar augurent mal d'une transition
démocratique. « Ceux qui auraient pu,
méme avec de grandes difficultés, étre
nos interlocuteurs, les intellectuels de
I'opposition laique, sont complétement

A voir & nos frontiéres le meilleur

av-collection / sipa

dépassés par l'insurrection populaire
a base religieuse et la guerre civile

en gestation », résume un spécialiste
israélien de la Syrie. L'émergence d'un
sunnisme influencé par le salafisme,
vecteur de la haine d'Israél, créerait
en effet une instabilité majeure sur
la ligne de cessez-le-feu du Golan,
paradoxalement trés calme depuis
trente ans. Ce qui n'empéche pas
I'opinion israélienne de dire sa
solidarité avec les civils syriens
massacreés : le ministre des Affaires
étrangeres Avigdor Lieberman

a méme proposé une assistance
humanitaire d'urgence. Une facon

de ménager les lendemains qui
seront peut-étre ceux de 'Armée
syrienne libre ? m Martine Gozlan
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artillerie ». « Jusqu’a la fin janvier, I'armée faisait
preuve d'une certaine retenue dans I'emploi de
ses matériels, précise-tl. Certes, elle tirait sur
la foule, mais avec des armes dont le calibre ne
dépassait pas celui du canon antiaérien Shilka
(23 mm). A partir du moment o le régime a
compris qu'il n'y aurait pas d'intervention mili-
taire extérieure, il s'est ldché. Comme on I'a vu
a Homs, il utilise ses chars T-72 et son artillerie
lourde, jusqu’a des mortiers de 240 mm !» En
face, I'ASL ne dispose que d'un armement
léger. Et les armes ne font pas tout : il faut
aussi savoir les utiliser de maniére coor-
donnée - ce qui nécessite une chaine de
commandement et des transmissions.
Dernier atout du régime, et non
des moindres, le soutien déterminé de
ses alliés. I1s sont peu nombreux, mais
solides : la Russie, I'Iran et le Hezbollah
libanais. La Russie fournit des armes,
brandit - avec I'appui de la Chine - son
veto aux Nations unies et n'a pas hésité a
déployer un porte-avions devant les cotes
syriennes. Les Occidentaux ont compris
le message. « La Russie se sent historique-
ment investie de la mission de protéger les
chrétiens d'Orient, qui sont majoritairement
orthodoxes », explique Alain Chouet. Méme
solidarité religieuse avec I'Iran chiite. La
République islamique verse beaucoup

Peu de volontaires ' pour une intervention

ernard-Henri Lévy tente de

rééditer son triomphe libyen, mais

cette fois sans beaucoup d'écho.
« Il faut, maintenant, une intervention
en Syrie » plaidait le philosophe, dans
le Point du 1 mars. Aucune réaction,
ni d'intellectuels ni de politiques. En
pleine campagne présidentielle, les
candidats se gardent bien de sortir du
bois sur cette question trés sensible.
Car tout le monde a bien compris que
le contexte international empéchait
une nouvelle intervention militaire
occidentale. D'autant que 'opposition
syrienne est, elle-méme, trés divisée

d’argent, envoie des armes et vraisembla-
blement des hommes issus des Gardiens
de la révolution. Quant au Hezbollah
libanais, son soutien est total. En face ?
Beaucoup de monde, mais beaucoup
moins de détermination. Sauf chez les
islamistes sunnites, fréres musulmans
ou salafistes, qui soutiennent la rébel-
lion. Avec I'appui de la puissante chaine

sur le sujet. Ainsi, Hakil Hachem, le
principal conseiller militaire du Conseil
national syrien (CNS) - qui regroupe
une partie des opposants -, vient

de démissionner aprés le refus du

CNS d'appeler a une action militaire
internationale contre le régime. Si

le Qatar et 'Arabie saoudite, voire la
Turquie, sont préts a fournir des armes,
et les conseillers militaires qui vont
avec, les Américains sont plus que
réticents : pas question pour eux de

se mettre dans un nouveau bourbier,
apres I'lrak et I'Afghanistan. Quant aux
Européens, nul ne songe a agir. ® J.-D.M.

de télévision qatarie Al-Jazira. « Autour de
la Syrie, constate Mathieu Guidere, nous
assistons a la renaissance d’une petite guerre
froide. » Al-Assad espere que cela lui lais-
sera les mains libres pour en finir avec
ses opposants, toujours désunis. 8 J.-D.M.
(1) Le livre va tre réédité en mai aux éditions du Seuil.
(2) Auteur d'« Au cceur des services

spéciaux », La Découverte, 2011.
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Chinas Syrien-Politik zeigt die Unsicherheit der Volksrepublik - Peking schiitzt aus eigenem Interesse das

Von Christoph Giesen
und Frederik Obermaier

Miinchen - Seit China am 5. Februar ge-
meinsam mit Russland gegen eine ver-
scharfte Syrien-Resolution gestimmt
hat, ist die globale Entriistung gro8.
Grofbritanniens AuSenminister William
Hague bezeichnete Pekings und Mos-
kaus Abstimmungsverhalten als unver-
antwortlich, gar als ,einen Verrat an der
syrischen Bevélkerung®.

Offiziell wiegelt Chinas Fithrung jede
Kritik ab. ,Das Schicksal Syriens muss
das syrische Volk ganz alleine bestimm-
ten", sagt Premier Wen Jiabao. Und auch
die Zeitungen drucken Rechtfertigungen
fiir das chinesische Veto. Die Resolution
..schiirt die Gefahr fiir einen Biirgerkrieg
in Syrien®, warnt die amtliche Nachrich-
tenagentur Xinhua. Die Volkszeitung,
das Sprachrohr der Partei, sekundiert:
~Kommt es zum Biirgerkrieg, wird sich
eine Intervention auslandischer Truppen
nicht vermeiden lassen.”

Ganz spurlos ist die westliche Kritik
an China jedoch nicht voriibergegangen.
Seit vier Wochen versucht sich China in

AuBenpolitisch gilt die Devise,
auf internationaler Biihne
»wenig Profil“ zu zeigen.

der Rolle des Vermittlers. Vor wenigen
Tagen reiste ein ranghoher Vertreter
nach Damaskus. Nun hat das AuBenmi-
nisterium angekiindigt, einen Gesandten
nach Saudi Arabien, Agypten und Frank-
reich zu schicken. Im Gepéck: ein chinesi-
scher Plan fiir einen Waffenstillstand.
Chinas Syrien-Politik zeigt die inter-
nationale Unsicherheit der Pekinger Ka-
der. Sollen sie sich einmischen und auf-
treten wie die zweitgroSte Volkswirt-
schaft der Welt oder sich weiter in Zu-
riickhal iiben? Chinas wichtigste au-
Benpolitische Doktrin ist die Politik der
Nichteinmischung. Entwickelt wurde sie
in den fiinfziger Jahren. Der damalige
Premierminister Zhou Enlai formulierte
das Prinzip erstmalig 1953 in der Praam-
bel eines Vertrages zwischen China und
Indien, in dem die Tibetfrage geregelt ist.
1955 wertete es Zhou auf der Konferenz
von Band zum Benpoliti
Grundsatz auf. Bis heute hat die Doktrin
ihre Giiltigkeit behalten, im aktuellen
WeiBbuch zu Chinas ,friedlicher Ent-
wicklung® (Stand September 2011) be-
tont die Pekinger Fiithrung sie. Uber die
Jahre wurde der Ansatzlediglich sprach-
lich modifiziert. Seit Deng Xiaoping lau-
tet die Devise, auf internationaler Biithne
moglichst ., wenig Profil“ zu zeigen.
Acht Mal hat die Pekinger Fithrung ge-
gen eine Resolution gestimmt, seit die
Volksrepublik 1971 den Sitz Taiwans im
UN-Sicherheitsrat tibernommen hat.
Nur wenn Chinas Interessen fundamen-
tal berithrt werden, wagt sich die Volksre-

itischen

Furcht vor Ansteckung

L v i ""'-fe .

Ein Junge trauert im Norden Syriens um seinen Vater, der von der Armee getttet wurde.

-~

Syriens Opposition verweigert Dialog mit Assad

Die syrische Armee hat am Freitag offen-

der weiteren Eskalation der Gewalt wies

der TRT. Derzeitwiirden etwa 12 000 Sy-

bar ihre Offensive gegen die O

der

rerin an der ti h-syri

fortgesetzt. Soldaten von Staatschef Ba-
schar al-Assad stiirmten mehrere Dorfer
im Nordwesten des Landes. Nach Anga-
ben der

Y »
(SNC) am Freitag die Forderung des frii-
heren UN-Generalsekretdrs Kofi Annan
nach einem Dialog mit der Regierung in
D zuriick. D sel sinn-

fr Menschenrechte durchsuchten die Si-
cherheitskrafte Hauser und Bauernhéfe
in der Region nahe der tirkischen Gren-
ze. In der Protesthochburg Dschabal al-

los und unrealistisch, sagte der SNC-Vor-
sitzende Burhan Ghaliun. .

Nach dem stellvertretenden Olminis-
ter Abdu Hossam al-Din sind laut einem

Sawija wurden der syri (o] F 2zwel syrische
zufolge zwei Manner in ihren Hausem er-  Generdle sowie ein Oberst desertiert.

Nach Ang: Vit Die drei friiheren Offiziere seien mit einer
wurden am Freitag mindes- g Gruppe von Flii in die
tens 26 getotet. i Tarkel berichtete der Sen-

schen Grenze beherbergt, hieB es 'am
Freitag. Um auf einen weiter ansteigen-
den Flichtlingsstrom vorbereitet zu sein,
baut die Tarkei derzeit eine neue Contai-
ner-Siedlung. Die Tirkei bleibe bei ihrer
«Politik der offenen Tir", betonte ein Di-
plomat: ,Wir werden so viele Fliichtlinge
aufnehmen, wie wir kdnnen.*
Das syrische Justizministerium forderte
unterdessen die Behdrden des Nachbar-
landes Libanon auf, bewaffnete Syrer,
diezusammen mit Zivilisten in die Bekaa-
i Sz

Foto: Rodrigo Abd/AP

autoritare Regime

publik aus der Deckung. Das erste Mal
votierte der Vertreter Pekings 1972 ge-
gen die Aufnahme Bangladeschs in die
Vereinten Nationen. Bangladesch hatte
sich gerade von Pakistan abgespalten
und Islamabad war damals einer der we-
nigen Verbiindeten Pekings.
Vergangenes Jahr verhinderte China
mit einem Veto ein Waffenembargo ge-
gen Syrien. Neben Russland gilt China
1s groBter Waffenli des Assad-R
gimes. Ein Drittel aller Waffen, die Syri-
en vor Ausbruch des Aufstands einkauf-
te, stammen aus China und Nordkorea,
sagt Mahmud Suleiman Hadsch Hamad.
Er war Chef-Gutachter des syrischen
Verteidigungsministeriums, bevor er
sich im Januar von Prasident Baschar al-
Assad lossagte. Erklaren Chinas Waffen-
lieferungen die erneute Unterstiitzung
fiir das Assad-Regime? Im Gegensatz zu
wo die Waf i eine
Schliisselindustrie sind, fallen die Expor-
te fiir China wirtschaftlich kaum ins Ge-

Die Zugestandnisse
in Libyen haben kaum
Anerkennung gebracht.

wicht. Viel eher lasst sich die chinesische
Vorsicht in Syrien mit den Entwicklun-
gen in Nordafrika erkliren. AuBerdem
stehtim Oktober ein Machtwechsel in Pe-
king an, der nicht gefahrdet werden soll.

Die ersten agyptischen Demonstran-
ten lieB die chinesische Propaganda als
Aufrithrer in den heimischen Medien zei-
gen. Erst als Agyptens langjahriger
Machthaber Hosni Mubarak im Gefiing-
nis saB, erkannte Peking die neue Fiih-
rung in Kairo diplomatisch an. Als im
Frithjahr 2011 die ersten Demonstrati-
onsaufrufe im chinesischen Internet kur-
sierten, lieBen die Behorden vor dem
Sammelpunkt der Demonstranten in der
Pekinger Innenstadt iiber Nacht eine
Baustelle errichten. Erst als die Revoluti-
on auf Libyen iibergriff, maBigte China
seine Position, Peking stimmte erst Sank-
tionen zu und legte dann kein Veto gegen
die Luftunterstitzung der Nato ein. Im
Westen wurde der Positionswechsel mit
der Verantwortung fiir die mehr als
35 000 chinesischen Gastarbeitern in Li-
byen erklart. Riickblickend sei das ein
Fehler gewesen, sagen viele chinesische
A iker. Die politischen Zuge-
standnisse haben China kaum Anerken-
nung gebracht und wirtschaftlich sogar
geschadet: Mit Gaddafis Regime hatten
Chinas Staatskonzerne Bauauftrage in
Hohe von 18 Milliarden Dollar ausgehan-
delt, seit dem Machtwechsel sind die Pro-
jekte Makulatur.

Wirtschaftlich ist Syrien im Vergleich
zu Libyen fiir China relativ unbedeu-
tend. Chinas Syrien-Politik ist also eine
Riickkehr zur klassischen chinesischen
AuB litik

Ebene waren,
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Offiziere desertieren

SYRIEN Erneut Demonstrationen in allen Stadten.
Opposition ohne Hoffnung in Mission von Annan

BEIRUT dpa/rtr/taz | An den Pro-
testen gegenden syrischen Prasi-
denten Baschar al-Assad haben
sich am Freitag landesweit zehn-
tausende Menschen beteiligt. In
der Stadt Aleppo im Norden sei
es die grofite Mobilisierung seit
dem Beginn der Proteste vor ei-
nem Jahr gewesen, teilte die Beo-
bachtungsstelle fiir Menschen-
rechte in London mit. Die Sicher-
heitskrafte hitten in Aleppo auf
die demonstrierende Menge ge-
schossen, sagte der Oppositio-
nelle Mohammed Halabi. Die Be-
obachtungsstelle fiir Menschen-
rechte in London sprach am Mit-
tag von mindestens 19 getoteten
Zivilisten am Freitag. Darunter
seien 8 Tote in der Stadt Homs,
die seit Wochen von den syri-
schen Streitkraften bombardiert
wird.

Die syrische Armee hat am
Freitag zudem vier Dorfer in der
Provinz Idlib im Nordwesten des
Landes gestiirmt. Wie die Syri-
sche Beobachtungsstelle fiir
Menschenrechte mitteilte,
durchsuchten die Sicherheits-
krafte auf der Fahndung nach
Deserteuren Hauser und Bau-
ernhofe in der Region an der tiir-
kischen Grenze. Die Opposition

farchte einen Groflangriff wie in
Baba Amr, sagte derLeiter der Be-
obachtungsstelle, Rami Abdel
Rahman. Das lange von Rebellen
gehaltene Stadtviertel von Homs
war vor einer Woche nach wo-
chenlangem Beschuss von der
Armee eingenommen worden.

Angesichts der Gewaltorgien
verweigern immer mehr Solda-
ten dem Regime die Gefolg-
schaft. Am Donnerstag hatten
sich drei ranghohe Offiziere in
die Turkei abgesetzt. Die Deser-
teure — zwei Generdle und ein
Oberst —seien tiber die Grenze in
die Provinz Hatay gekommen,
berichtete der tirkische Nach-
richtensender TRT.

Unterdessen hat der Vorsit-
zende des Syrischen National-
rats, Burhan Ghaliun, die Auffor-
derung des fritheren UN-Gene-
ralsekretérs Kofi Annan zum Di-
alog zwischen der Regierung in
Damaskus und der Opposition
als unrealistisch zuriickgewie-
sen. Annan hatte die Opposition
aufgefordert, mit der Regierung
zusammenzutreffen, um eine
politische Losung des Konflikts
zu finden. Hierzu wirde er ,rea-
listische® Vorschlage liefern,
hatte Annan weiter gesagt.  GB
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L'EX SEGRETARIO ONU - L'inviato speciale per la crisi siriana arriva oggi a Damasco cercando una soluzione «politica»

Mission impossible per Kofi Annan

Michele Gi

on sara facile per l'inviato

speciale dell'Onu, il ghane-

se Kofi Annan riuscire a por-
re le basi di una soluzione politica
per la crisi siriana.

Al suo arrivo oggi a Damasco, An-
nan, che ha guidato per due man-
dati consecutivi da segretario gene-
rale le Nazioni unite, trovera un re-
gime che da un lato lo accogliera
con calore (gli ha gia dato ufficial-
mente «il benvenutow) e dall’altro
resistera all'idea di accelerare una
transizione, ormai inevitabile, che
porti a riforme concrete e alla fine
del dominio politico del partito
Baath del presidente Bashar Assad.

Piu di tutto I'inviato dell'Onu do-
vra fare i conti con quella parte del-
l'opposizione, in particolare il Con-
siglio nazionale siriano (Cns), che
non crede pil in soluzioni politi-
che e chiede con insistenza un in-
tervento militare contro Damasco,
simile a quello della Nato contro la
Libia di Muammar Gheddafi. Gio-
vedi Annan aveva invitato «’'oppo-
sizione a collaborare per trovare
una soluzione che risponda alle
aspirazioni del popolo siriano» e av-
vertito che una maggiore militariz-
zazione del conflitto aggraverebbe
ulteriormente la situazione. «Chie-
derd al governo e alle opposizioni
di lavorare insieme a noi per una
soluzione che rifletta le aspirazioni
del popolo sirianos, aveva detto An-
nan, riflettendo I'opinione di tanti,
specialmente in Sifa, che guarda-
no ad una via d’uscita politica.

Rabbia del settori
dell’opposizione
che chiedono un
intervento armato
modello Libia

Peraltro una parte dell’opposizio-
ne, quella rappresentata da
Haytham al Manna, leader del Co-
mitato di coordinamento per il
cambiamento democratico, si op-
pone ad un intervento armato in-
ternazionale e pur condannando
Assad e il suo regime, & favorevole
allo sbocco politico.

Le parole di Annan sono accolte
con rabbia dai disertori dell'«Eserci-
to libero siriano» (Els) che combat-
tono contro I'esercito regolare e dal
leader del Cns Burhan Ghalion.
Cns e I'Hls ieri hanno esortato la po-
polazione a protestare contro An-
nan. «Come si pud avviare il dialo-
go con un regime che uccide le no-

stre donne e i nostri bambini?», ha
detto Omar Homsi, un’attivista di
Homs citato dalle agenzie di stam-
pa. I Comitati di coordinamento lo-
cale (Ccl), vicini al Cns e all'Els, ieri
hanno riferito di un’altra quaranti-
nadi morti, tra i quali quattro bam-
bini e due donne. Morti che, sottoli-
neano i Ccl, si aggiungono agli ol-
tre settemila vittime della repressio-
ne del regime nel corso dell'anno
di durata (finora) della rivolta. 11 go-
verno invece parla di almeno due-
mila soldati e poliziotti uccisi da
«terroristi». Bilanci di morti e feriti,
riferiti da opposizione e regime,
che perd non sono verificabili attra-
verso fonti indipendenti.

Nel frattempo viene minimizza-
to I'impatto che ha nella crisi siria-
na la militarizzazione della solleva-
zione contro il regime di Assad in
atto in alcune aree del paese. Il quo-
tidiano saudita, al Sharg al Awsat,
vicino, come la monarchia di Ri-
yadh, ai disertori dell'Esl, ieri ha ri-
ferito che non meglio identificate
tribii siriane hanno formato 24 bri-
gate armate per combattere I'eserci-
to regolare. Secondo un portavoce
delle tribi, Khaled al-Khalaf, ogni
brigata conta trai 700 e i 1.500 com-
battenti e si coordina con I'Els. Kha-
laf ha aggiunto che le brigate si
stanno dispiegando nelle regioni di
Damasco, Deir Ezzor, Homs, Abu
Kamal, Hama, Deraa e Idbil, grazie

anche al sostegno economico della
gente di quelle zone. Ma & probabi-
le che ricevano armi e finanziamen-
ti dall’estero. E' noto il sostegno dei
sunniti libanesi alla rivolta contro il
regime alawita di Assad e dei Fratel-
li musulmani giordani ai loro com-
pagni in Siria. Mentre Qatar e Ara-
bia saudita sono apertamente a fa-
vore dei rifonimenti di armi per
I'EsL

Intanto le autorita siriane, forse
come gesto distensivo prima del-
T'arrivo di Kofi Annan, hanno dato
un via libera preliminare all'avvio
di una missione congiunta di valu-
tazione con le Nazioni Unite per ga-
rantire aiuti umanitari alla popola-
zZone civile. «Siamo giunti ad un ac-
cordo per una missione congiunta
di valutazione nelle zone in cui la
popolazione ha bisogno di aiuti ur-
genti», ha annunciato ieri la respon-
sabile delle operazioni umanitarie
dell'Onu, Valerie Amos, in una con-
ferenza stampa tenuta ad Ankara,
di ritorno dalla sua prima visita in
Siria (visita in un primo tempo rifiu-
tata dal regime che non le concede-
va il visto d’entrata). L'iniziativa co-
stituira un «primo passow, ha prose-
guito Amos sottolineando la neces-
sita di mettere in atto «un piano ro-
busto e regolare per permettere al-
le organizzazioni umanitarie di ac-
cedere» a tutte le zone interessate
dai combattimenti.

e —
HOMS DOPO LA BATTAGLIA FRA GOVERNATM E RISELLI/FOTO REUTERS

In 100 mila a Manama
«Via gli al Khalifa»

In oltre centomila, un sesto dei cittadini del Bahrain, hanno
marciato ieri lungo I'autostrada Budaiya che porta alla capitale
Manama.

Un fiume umano che ha voluto chiarire alla dinastia sunnita
degli al Khalifa, che regna con potere assoluto da duecento an-
ni, che il movimento per le riforme e la democrazia, partito un
anno fa, non si arrende. Lungo tutto il percorso i manifestanti
hanno scandito «Via, via al Khalifa», in riferimento a re Hamad,
sostenuto dall’Arabia saudita e dagli Stati uniti che in Bahrain

hanno la base della Quinta
Un sesto della

flotta.
popolazione del paese 14 reazione della polizia
in marcia verso

non si & fatta attendere. Gli
la Piazza della Perla

agenti hanno sparato proiet-
tili di gomma e lacrimogeni
per chiedere riforme

quando i manifestanti han-
no provato a dirigersi verso
Piazza della Perla, che I'an-
no scorso fu sede di un accampamento di tende simile a quello
di Piazza Tahrir al Cairo. Accampamento spazzato via brutal-
mente dalle forze di sicurezza, con I'aiuto delle truppe saudite
arrivate in soccorso del re.

leri non si sono registrate vittime ma la situazione rimane te-
sa nell'isola, dove il principale gruppo sciita di opposizione "al-
Wefaq' ha indetto il 3 marzo una settimana di proteste per chie-
dere alla famiglia reale una svolta democratica.
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Seis generales de
brigada huyen a
Turquiay se unen
a la insurgencia

DANIEL IRIARTE
CORRESPONSAL EN ESTAMBUL

¢Ha comenzado la cadena de de-
serciones en el régimen sirio? Tras
larenuncia, el jueves, de Adbo Hus-
sameldin, viceministro del Petro-
leo, ayer se hizo pablico que quin-
ce mandos y oficiales han deserta-
do a Turquia en las altimas horas,
entre ellos seis generales de briga-
da, cuatro coroneles y una tenien-
te. Es mas: los portavoces del Ejér-
cito Sirio Libre aseguran que al me-
nos cincuenta oficiales se han pa-
sado a sus filas durante la pasada
semana. «La situacién ha cambia-
do muy rapido en Siria. Todo el
mundo teme por su vida, incluyen-
doalosaltos generales», declard el
coronel Aref Hamud al diario esta-
dounidense «Wall Street Journal».
La mayoria han huido de las po-
siciones que ocupaban en la re-
gion norte, donde existe una im-
portante presencia rebelde. El na-
mero de desertores desde el inicio
delas protestas superalos cuaren-
ta mil, segtin diplomaticos turcos.
La desercion de estos altos ofi-
ciales promete acrecentar el pro-
blema de liderazgo ya existente en
el seno del Ejército Sirio Libre, don-
de yaexiste un enfrentamiento en-
tre el coronel Riad al Asaad, el fun-
dador de la guerrilla, y el general
de brigada Mustafé al Shaij. Este
ultimo traté de hacerse con el man-
do de la insurgencia tras su llega-
da hace dos meses, pero Al Asaad
se hanegado acedérselo el mando.
Los insurgentes mantienen los
nombres de muchos de estos de-
sertores en secreto, para evitar re-
presalias contra sus parientes.
Mientrastantoysoloenlajorna-
da de ayer, 82 civiles —entre ellos
diez ninos— murieron victimas de
larepresion por parte del régimen,
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Ferida numa perna, Edith Bouvier foi levada para Franga no dia 2, tendo sido operada na quinta-feira

No inferno de Homs

amontoam-se as vitimas

LUIS NAVES

No dia seguinte a visita da repre-
sentante da ONU, Valerie Amos,
ao bairro de Baba Amr, hd noticias
de mais de 30 mortos numaoutra
ofensiva militar contra os rebel-
des, em Idleb, mas também infor-
magoes dificeis de confirmar so-
bre a continuacio das represilias
contraa populagdo civil de Homs.
Estacidade esteve sob bombar-
deamento sistemdtico durante
quase ummeés e ontem foi publi-
cado em Franga o relato da envia-
da especial do Le Figaro, Edith
Bouvier, cujo testemunho mostra
um cendrio de pesadelo.

Ajornalista francesa ficou feri-
daa 22 de fevereiro, numaexplo-
sd0 que matou dois reporteres oci-
dentais, e sé foirepatriadaa 2 de
mar¢o. Nos dias mais complica-
dos do cerco a Homs, esteve num
hospital onde faltava tudo. Este ¢ o
tema da sua reportagem, cujas pri-
meiras linhas mostrama extensio
davioléncia:

“Avolta, ¢ o caos e guerra. Ruas
esventradas, bombardeamentos
incessantes. Mas o hospital de
campanha dos insurgentes sirios
¢umaespécie de porto de abrigo,
uma ilha de humanidade. Os feri-

dos amontoam-se e sdo tratados
comquase nada, Umaluta contra
amorte.”

No seu texto, Bouvier expli
que os bombardeamentos come-
cavam exatamente as 06.30, todos
osdias, e s6 a pausa do meio-dia
permitia a populagio respirar um
pouco. Os céus eram controlados
por um drone(avido nio tripula-
do) das forgas leais ao regime de
Bacharal-Assad.

Como se nao fosse suficiente-
mente mau, este relato surge nu-
maalturaem que Damasco acele-

NAGOES UNIDAS

raarepressao, Ontem, uma colu-
namilitar comegou a atacar zonas
de Idleb controladas pelos rebel-
des. Teme-seuma ()])A‘I'(l(i.l() seme-
lhante a que destruiu zonas habi-
tacionais de Homs onde, segundo
fontes crediveis, terdo morrido
mais de 700 pessoas.

tretanto, hdinformagoes de
queas represdlias naquela cidade
continuama produzir vitimas. Se-
gundo os comités de coordena
local, citados pela BBC, dezenas de
pessoas foram mortas ontem, horas
depois davisita da responsdvel pe-

Kofi Annan chega hoje a Damasco

» O conflito na Siriadurahdum
ano e jd fez mais de 8400 mor-
tos. Ontem, houve noticias de
mais manifestacoes em todo o
pais e da desercio de virios ofi-
ciais de alta patente, incluindo
quatro generais. O futuro desta
verdadeira guerra civil depen-
derd das negociagoes diplomd-
ticas e, neste dominio, a maior
novidade foi 0 antincio de que
o enviado especialdaONU eda
Liga Arabe, Kofi Annan (na

imagem), ird aos campos de re-
fugiados naTurquia,onde
estao 12 mil pessoas. Annan
chega hoje a Damasco, para
uma primeiravisita. As Nacoes
Unidas estao entretanto a pre-
parar umaoperacao humani-
taria em larga escala, reunindo
stocksalimentares para 1,5 mi-
Ihoes de pessoas. A oposicao
siriano exterior recusou o did-
logo com o regime de Assad,
cadavez mais isolado.

iria. Historias da vida na cidade cercada, de onde chegam informacoes sobre mais violéncia

las operagoes humanitdrias da
ONU, queesteve nolocal apenas 45
minutos, sem conseguir acesso as
zonas mais atingidas.A mesma fon-
teafirmaqueasforcas de seguran-
¢amataramcivis nazonade Jobar,
no mesmo bairro de Homs. Uma
unica familia contou 20 mortos, oti-
tra 16, ndo havendo qualquer hip6-
tese de confirmacao. A parte indes-
mentivel é que destruigio ocorreu
emlarga escala. Amos disse a Reu-
ters estar “preocupada com o que
acontecet s pessoas que viviam
naquiela parte da cidade”.
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a Siria
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AW
a0 hdsolucgiio mégica
paraaSiria.Umainter-
vencaoexternaesbarra
nafaltadeconsensonoConse-
lho de Seguranga e nos condi-
cionalismos politicosdos EUA
e Europa. Naverdade, nao exis-
teneste momento umavonta-
deeuro-atlanticaem forjar
umaacio militar forado qua-
drodaONU.Omesmo jdnaose
passacomaArdbiaSauditaou
o Qatar,que muito tém insisti-
donessasolugio.Semousoda
for¢aexterno-que, muito pro-
vavelmente, traria mais pro-
blemas regionais doquesolu-
coessirias—-o regime de Assad
temaproveitado paradizimar
posiches (pouco cos
semorganizagao politico-mili-
tar capaz) e legitimar-se politi-
camente através de uma pseu-
do-reformaconstitucional.As
sangoes econdmicas nio tém
feitoamossaesperadaeabru-
talidade das for¢as deseguran-
catemaumentadoamedida
quecresce 0 cerco internacio-
nal: os tiltimos trés meses fo-
ramos mais sangrentos neste
anode revoltas. OQuseja, ainca-
pacidade da“comunidadein-
ternacional” interessadanaSi-
riajunta-se ainoperanciada
ONU earecuperaciodoarco
depoderde Assad. Este quadro
significaque o prkoblemahu-
manitdrioemqueaSiriase tor-
noundo temumasolucioa
vistacomimpulso ocidental. A
China, percebendo o hiato,
acabade enviarumdiplomata
aRiade, Cairoe Paris propondo
roteiro humanitdriocoma
ONU, aLigaArabe e apelando
ao cessar-fogo imediato.Oin-
teresse de PequimnaSiriaé
menor que ode Moscovo,oque
Ilhe permite assumirumaini-
ciativadeste género, tersuces-
soesalvarafacedas criticasa
cumplicidade comamatanca
deAssad.Amedidaqueas po-
téncias euro-atlanticas baixam
aintensidade dasacgoes e exi-
géncias com Assad, este ganha
tantoespacode manobraco-
mo Pequim e Moscovo.Tudo
isto reveladois grandes deta-
lhes: umaausénciade masculo
diplomatico ocidental eo esva-

universitdrio

14 £ 3
fung
tariada ONU atravésde impul-
s0 préprio.A Siria, como aqui
tenhodito,é muito mais doque
aquedadeumditador.
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A voz dos curdos ja se faz ouvir e
cresce arevolta nos bastioes de Assad

Os protestos multiplica

ram-se em

varias cidades sirias, incluindo Aleppo.

As forcas de seguran

ca dispararam,

e a oposicao diz que morreram
62 pessoas por todo o pais

)30 Guimz

Aleppo era o local em que a oposi-
¢ao siria brincava que haveria pro-
testos “em 2050", ou cuja popula-
¢ao “nem com Viagra se levantaria”
contra o regime. Os curdos eram a
minoria que se vinha a manter silen-
svitando juntar-se a oposi
sunita com medo de que os seus di-
reitos fossem ainda mais diminuidos
num novo regime.

Mas ontem, quando dezenas de
milhares de pessoas sairam a rua
em varias cidades sirias e a violén-
cia continuou com pelo menos 62
mortos, houve 15 manifestagoes
em Aleppo. E houve também va-
rios protestos entre os curdos, que
assinalaram uma repressio de ha
oito anos.

Tudo isto depois de na véspera ter
desertado o primeiro membro do
Governo sirio, um vice-ministro do
Petrdleo. Ontem, foram anunciadas
as desergdes de quatro generais, que
terdo chegadoa um campo no Sul da
Turquia onde se encontram outros
desertores, afirmou um porta-voz
doE o Livre a Reuters. Este
quatro desertores juntam-se a ou-
tros altos responsaveis militares que
abandonaram o regime: sio, neste
momento, sete brigadeiros-generais
que se viraram contra Assad, mes-
mo com risco de que as suas familias
sejam agora perseguidas.

O regime esta a dar especial aten-
¢ao aos militares, evitando a mobili-
zagao de sunitas, que sio a maioria
no pais, e tentando que as opera-
jam levadas a cabo apenas
pela minoria alauita do regime do
Presidente, Bashar al-Assad, nota
o jornal francés Le Figaro. Mesmo
aaviagio, em que os sunitas estiao
em maior numero do que nas outras
forgas, tem ficado em terra.

Enquanto isso, Hom
arrasada, continuou a alvo de
ataques, mesmo depois de o seu
bairro de Bab al-Amr ter sido de:
crito como um bairro-fantasma pela
responsavel da ONU para assuntos
humanitirios, Valerie Amos, que se
questionou sobre o que teria aconte-

cidade

cido as pessoas que ali viviam. O alvo
gora o bairro de Karm al-Zeitun.
Trinta tanques entraram no meu
bairro as sete da manha. Eles estao
ausar canhdes para disparar contra
as casas”, contou um habitante, num
telefonema a agéncia Reuters.

O namero de mortos na repres-
sao das manifestacoes de ontem

sexta-feira, a seguir as oragoes, é
uma altura-chave dos protestos - ia
aumentando a cada hora, Primeiro
falava-se de 19 mortos (AFP), depois
de 31 (Reuters) e ao final da tarde ja
de 62 (Guardian). Todos estes ni-
meros sio obtidos com base nos
relatos dos grupos de oposigio, e
& dificil confirmar exactamente o
que se passa no terreno. A violén-
cia ocorre quando se espera hoje
a chegada do enviado da ONU Kofi
Annan a Damasco. Annan fez uma
proposta de negociacoes que ja foi
rejeitada pelos opositores.

er

Idlib, a nova Homs?

Mais a noroeste, perto da fronteira
com a Turquia, Idlib preparav.
para enfrentar uma acgio militar
semelhante a que arrasou Homs,
Habitantes descrevem a chegada de
140 autocarros cheios de soldados e
42 tanques aos arredores da cidade,
de cerca de cem mil habitantes. A
zona de Jabal al-Zauia, em Idlib, tem
recebido um grande nimero de de-

se

sertores, disse o()lncx\'.llorm Sirio

de Direitos Humanos (opo:
ai que os opositores pensam que as
forgas de Assad se irdo focar.

Noutras cidades do Nordeste,
muitos milhares de pes
festaram-se assinalando a repressao
aos curdos que deixou 30 mortos
em 2004. Os curdos sao a maior mi-
noria da Siria, e tém comecado, aos
POUCOos, a juntar-se aos protestos: o
New York Times dizia que a minoria
“tem o potencial de mudar a maré
contra o Presidente Assad justamen-
te na altura em que as forcas milita-
res deste estio em vantagem”.

“Se e quando os curdos decidirem
envolver-se em grande, podera cus-
tar ao regime o controlo fisico de
uma regiio inteira e poderi provocar
uma revolta em Damasco e Aleppo™,
declarou um diplomata ocidental,

Assad em Homs: “A cidade esta calma. As pessoas estio em paz”

“THE CITY 1S CALM,
~Jie [ F/] A%‘“AT

sob anonimato, ao Washington Post,

Aleppo, assim como Damasco,
sao considerados os bastioes do re-
gime. Ainda ontem, houve noticias
de grandes manifestagoes pro-Assad
na capital. As elites de Aleppo, a ci-
dade considerada como o centro
comercial da Siria, sentem que s
prosperas grag ) regime e 3 esta-
bilidade que este proporciona, lem-
bra o diario britanico Telegraph.

Mas nas paredes de alguns bairros
da cidade ja ha slogans contra A:
as sextas-feiras ja ha manifestagoes.,
Aleppo esta em alerta maximo, com
uma forte presenca militar, sacos de
areia empilhados para proteger edi-
ficios publicos, sentinelas arma
observar as ruas. Ontem, “as forgas
de seguranga dispararam para dis-
1 as multidoes na maioria das
acoes”, disse um activista a
agencia AFP, Foi o dia em que mais
gente saiu a rua em Aleppo.

Assatd concordacom “missao deavaliacao pr

Representante da ONU insiste na necessidade de at

s Nagoes Unidas querem

acesso ilimitado para

poderem fazer passar

juda humanitdria as zonas

afectadas pelo conflito na Siria,
mas o regime do Presidente
Bashar al-Assad concordou
apenas com uma “missao de
avaliagdo preliminar”, anunciou
a responsavel da ONU para os
assuntos humanitarios, Valerie
Amos (na foto).

“O Governo sirio pediu mais
tempo para analisar o acordo
que |hes foi proposto”, disse
Amos numa conferéncia de
imprensa na Turquia, depois

da visita a Siria, onde ficou
“destrogada” pelo que viu no
bairro de Bab al-Amr, vazio
depois de ter sido bombardeado
e ocupado pelas forcas de
Assad. Uma porta-voz do
gabinete para 0s assuntos
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Rebels reject

call for talks
with Assad

By Alex Spillius

THE Syrian opposition reacted angrily
yesterday to uullls by Kofi Annan, the
former UN secretary-general, for dialogue
with President Bashar al-Assad’s govern-
ment, saying he was “living on Mars".

On the eve of Mr Annan's arrival in
Damascus today, where he is due to meet
Mr Assad, activists reported a further 26
deaths across the country. inclhuding eight
people killed by mortars fired by the
army at protesters in Homs.

The deaths occurred less than 24 hours
after Baroness Amos, the UN's chief
humanitarian othicer, was taken on a tour
of the central city by otficials that meluded
Baba Amr. the rebel stronghold bom-
barded for 26 consecutive days.

Speaking i Turkey yesterday, Lady
Amos sai({q she had demanded unhin-
dered access for humanitarian aid, but
the Syrians granted permission for only a
“limited assessment exercise by UN
agencies and the Syrian authorities”.

The Syrian regime was stung yesterday
by the defection of two Syrian generals, a
colonel and two sergeants who fled to
Turkey, a day after the deputy oil minister
Abdo Hussameddin also deserted.

Mr Annan, who has been appointed
joint UN-Arab League envoy to Syria,
shocked regime opponents by suggesting
they should seek a polilimiv seﬁﬁemem
and speaking strongly against outside
military assistance.

Burhan Ghalioun, president of the Syr-
ian National Council, the main exi?e(l
opposition group, said: “These comments
do not give a lot of hope tor people
Syria being massacred every day.”

Activists inside Syria also rejected Mr
Annan’s call for dialogue. “It seems he
lives on Mars,” said Mohammad Saeed,
from the Damascus suburb of Douma.
“We can’t hear each other even if we
wanted to.”
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Annan flies
in - but still
Homs feels
Assad’s rage

As the UN special envoKﬂalrrives in Syria,
e

with dozens still bein,

d every day,

activists dismiss plan for political settlement

By JUSTIN VELA

Kofi Annan arrives in Syria today on a
mission to push the regime to end its
bloody crackdown ondissent and hold
talks with the opposition, but before
the former UN secretary-general had
even touched down in Damascus, ac-
tivists rejected hi | fordialogue with
President Bashar al-Assad.

Opposition leaders described Mr
Annan’splan forapolitical solutionto
the conflict as “disappointing” after the
year-long military crackdown thathas
killed at least 7500 people. The rejec-
tion of negotiations dealt ablow to ef-
forts that might have saved Syria from
a full-blown civil war, but the opposi-
tionwas adamant that the time fortalks
was over and military might was the
only way to force Assad from power.

“Thesekind of commentsare disap-
pointing and do not give a lot of hope
for people in Syria being massacred
everyday,” said Burhan Ghalioun, leader
of the Syrian National Council (SNC),
an umbrella group of opposition ac-
tivists, referringtoMr Annan’s plan for
anegotiated peace.

“It feelslike we are watchingthe same
movie being repeated over and over
again. Any political solution will not
succeed ifit isnotaccompanied by mil-
itary pressure on the regime.”

The Syrian opposition wants foreign
governments to provide military sup-
port for the Free Syrian Army (FSA), a
loosely defined force fighting the
regime, and the establishment of no-
fly zones backed by the West. They de-
scribe MrAnnan's missionas adistrac-
tion from efforts that might actually
stand achance oftopplingthe regime.

Aspecial envoy forthe UN and Arab
League, Mr Annan isdue to travel to
Damascus today and meet with Mr
Assad has warned nstarming
the Syrian opposition and advocates

tryingtoend the violence through diplo-
matic measures. “Thope that nooneis
thinking very seriously of using force
inthissituation,” Mr Annansaid from
Cairo on Thursday. "I believe any fur-
ther militarisation would make the sit-
uation worse, Ultimately the solution
lies in a political settlement.”

Ahead of MrAnnan’s visi
people were killed yesterda
Syria, according to the Local
nation Committees. There h:
relative calm in the besieged city of
Homs in the past few days, following
anintense month-long bombardment
that had forced FSA fighters to retreat
fromtheirstronghold inthe BabaAmr
district. However, Syrian military forces

“Any militarisation would
make the situation worse.
Ultimately the solution lies
inapolitical settlement”

loyal to the regime launched new at-
tacks yesterday, using tanks and mor-
tarstoshell the city.

Abo Emad, an opposition activist in
Homs, told The Independent that mor-
tars hit groups of men leaving mosques
after Friday prayers. He said Syriansdid
not believe Mr Annan had any chance of
ending the conflict through negotiation.

“Theyare just giving the regime more
chances to kill more people. Even the
UN and the Arab League, they think
they are helping us, but it is not the
truth,” he said, The only way the world
could helpthe Syrian people, he added,
was tosupport the FSA.

With the prospects fordiplomacy fal-
tering, more regime members appear
to be switching sides. Turkish media
reported that two Syrian generals, a
colonel and two sergeants had yester-
day defected and travelled to Turkey,
a day after Syria’s deputy oil minister
deserted Assad’s regime.

top: destroyed
cars in Homs;
landmines
plantedinthe
village of Heet,
near the northern
Lebaneseborder,
areseenafter
being dugoutby
activists; tanks
onthestreetsof
Yabrud;damaged =
housesin Homs
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As defections mount, rebels reject talks

Government troops pound Homs as anti-Assad protests flare on eve of arrival of UN special envoy Kofi Annan

KAREEM FAHIM BEIRUT
ALAN COWELL PARIS

An international diplomatic
effort to nudge Syria’s President
toward peace talks ran into diffi-
culties Friday even before it got
under way when the leader of
the main exile opposition group
rejected the initiative and forces
loval to President Bashar al-
Assad were reported to have in-
tensified an assault on their
adversaries.

At the same time, rebels report-
ed that four high-ranking officers
had defected over the past three
days to a camp for Syrian army
deserters in Turkey, Reuters said,
bringing to seven the number of
military officers with the rank of
brigadier-general to have
switched sides.

But the trickle of defections did
not appear to have hampered the
Syrian army’s ability to confront
protest.

The Local Co-ordination Com-
mittees, an activist group that
has sought to document civilian
casualties in the conflict, was
quoted as saying government
forces used tanks to pound oppo-
nents in parts of the restive cen-
tral city of Homs on Friday,
Killing nine

Other accounts spoke of mortar
fire raining down on parts of the
city. Up until last week, residents,
armed rebels and army defectors
had been holed up in the Baba
Amr neighbourhood of Homs
facing a month-long siege by
government forces that finally
drove them out, heralding a
short period of relative calm.

As anti-government demon-
strations were reported flaring i
several parts of the country Fri
day, however, activists said 12
people were killed in areas in-
cluding the capital, Damascus.

The renewed violence came on
the eve of the scheduled arrival
in Syria of Kofi Annan, a former
UN secretary-general who was
recently appointed special envoy
on Syria representing the United
Nations and the Arab League. Mr.
Annan told reporters in Cairo on
Thursday that he would urge Mr.
al-Assad and his opponents to
stop fighting and seek a political
solution.

But, in a telephone interview
with The Associated Press on Fri-
day, Burhan Ghalioun, the head
of the opposition Syrian National

8 A

6

My fear is that, like other
international envoys before
him, the aim is to waste a
month or two of pointless
mediation efforts.

Burhan Ghalioun

Head of the opposition Syrian
National Council based in Paris
on the mission of UN envoy
Kofi Annan

-
A

Council who is based in Paris,
was quoted as saying he rejected
the call for dialogue at a time
when government forces were
pursuing military operations
against civilians.

“These kind of comments are
disappointing and do not give a
lot of hope for people in Syria
being massacred every day,” Mr.
Ghalioun said. “It feels like we
are watching the same movie
being repeated over and over
again

“My fear is that, like other in-
ternational envoys before him,
the aim is to waste a month or
two of pointless mediation ef
forts,” he added.

TI'he Syrian National Council

has called for outside military in-

tervention, a position that has
been rejected by other promi-
nent dissidents among Syria's
fractured opposition. Mr. Annan,

Free Syrian Army fighters gather after swearing on the Koran to fight government troops to the death in Idlib, Syria, on Thursday. roorico Aso/ap

speaking in Cairo on Friday, again
appealed for a peaceful settle
ment avoiding further military
escalation or outside interven-
tion.

“I hope that no one is thinking
very seriously of using force in
this situation,” Mr. Annan said,
promising to make “realistic”
proposals to solve the crisis. “1
believe any further militarization
would make the situation worse.”

T'he representatives of the Syr-
ian National Council in Paris did
not immediately return calls
secking clarification of their posi-
tion on the Annan initiative,
which came as other diplomatic
efforts focused mainly on how to
provide emergency relief to civil-
ians in Homs and other cities
that have endured a year of vio
lence in what has become the
bloodiest of Arab revolts against
entrenched leaders. Several parts

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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of Syria are bereft of food, water
and medical supplies, activists
said.

Valerie Amos, the top UN relief
official, who was in Syria on
Wednesday to assess those needs,
said she was overwhelmed by the
destruction she saw from a
month-long military assault on
Homs. She said she saw very few
residents, particularly in the rav-
aged neighbourhood of Baba
Amr, and she wondered where
they had gone.

On Friday, at a news conference
in Ankara, Turkey, she said that
the Syrian government would
participate in a “limited assess-
ment” of humanitarian needs,
but had said it would need more
time to respond to her request
for unfettered access by relief
agencies.

The New York Times News Service
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Syrian regime

charge,” U.S.

Assad ‘very

much 1n

o

analysts say

S taclics are

described the nation’s
opposition groups.

BY GREG MILLER
AND KAREN DEYOUNG

increasingly willing to unleash

A vear into the uprising in
Syria, senior U.S. intelligence of-

ficials
The officials also said Assad’s

one of the region’s most potent
militaries on badly overmatched
inner circle is “remaining stead-
fast” with little indication that
senior figures in the regime are

president, Bashar al-Assad, on
Friday as firmly in control and

Srowin

intelligence

tion and its allies to use sanctions
Assad “is very much in charge,”

inclined to peel off, despite ef-
forts by the Obama administra-
and other measures to create a
wave of defections that would
undermine Assad.

said a senior U.S.

official responsible for tracking
the conflict, adding that Assad
and his inner circle seem con-

SYRIA CONTINUED ON A9

Je.

more aggressive, U.S. analysts say

SYRIA FROM Al

vinced that the rebellion is being
driven by external foes and that
they are equipped to withstand
all but a large-scale military in-
tervention.

“That leadership is going to
fight very hard,” the official said.
Over the long term, “the odds are
against them,” he said, “but they
are going to fight very hard.”

The comments, provided by
three intelligence officials on the
condition of anonymity to share
candid assessments, were the
most detailed to date by U.S.
analysts on the status of the
uprising, which began last
March.

The officials said the regime’s
tactics have taken a more aggres-
sive turn, and newly declassified
satellite images released Friday
show what officials described as
“indiscriminate” artillery dam-
age to schools, mosques and oth-
er facilities in the beleaguered
city of Homs in recent weeks.

Overall, they described Syria
as a formidable military power,
with 330,000 active-duty sol-
diers, surveillance drones sup-
plied by Iran and a dense net-
work of air defense installations
that would make it difficult for
the United States or other powers
to establish a no-fly zone.

“This is an army that was built
for a land war with the Israelis,”
said a second senior U.S. intelli-
gence official. After the regime
hesitated to attack civilian popu-
lation centers earlier in the con-
flict, its “restraint ... has been
lifted,” the official said.

Syrian forces continued their
month-long shelling of the oppo-
sition stronghold of Homs, in the
west-central part of the country,
on Friday, according to news
reports. Thousands demonstrat-
ed in other parts of the country in

anticipation of the scheduled ar-
rival of Kofi Annan, the special
envoy of the United Nations and
Arab League, in Damascus on
Saturday. He is expected to meet
with Assad.

U.N. humanitarian chief Valer-
ie Amos, who visited Homs this
week, said she was “devastated”
by what she saw in the ravaged
city. “There are no people left”
she said.

Amos, speaking in Turkey after
visiting refugee camps along the
Syrian border, said the Assad
government had agreed to a “lim-
ited assessment” of humanitari-
an needs but had refused “unhin-
dered” access for aid organiza-
tions and “asked for more time”
to consider UN. proposals for
extended assistance for civilians.

In Washington, the intelli-
gence officials cited a number of
factors protecting the regime
from collapse. Not least among
them is the level of motivation in
an inner circle convinced that
vielding power will mean death
or life imprisonment.

U.S. intelligence has also de-
tected an escalation in lethal
support from Syria’s closest ally,
Iran. Officials said that Iran had
previously been supplying main-
ly training and equipment to
suppress opposition forces but
has recently begun sending small
arms and sophisticated equip-
ment for monitoring and pen-
etrating rebel groups.

Iran has shared equipment
and expertise developed during
its efforts to put down its own
internal rebellion in 2009. Syria
also has a small fleet of unarmed
drones that appear to have been
supplied by Iran before the upris-
ing began, the officials said.

They portrayed the political
opposition to Assad as disorga-
nized and hobbled by a lack of
experienced leadership. The offi-

washingtonpost.com
See a photo gallery of the
continuing unrest in Syria
and a timeline of major events at
washingtonpost.com/world.

cials described efforts to unify
and attract a broader following
among Syria’s minority groups —
another objective of U.S. policy —
as having limited success. The
Syrian National Council, domi-
nated by exiles who are mainly
Sunni Muslims, has been trying
to attract Christians, Druze and
Kurds away from Assad.

Fears that the opposition will
oppress minorities or worse have
been regularly stoked by the
regime, which is dominated by
Alawites, an offshoot of Shiite
Islam.

The intelligence officials also
echoed concerns expressed by
U.S. military leaders in congres-
sional testimony this week about
providing weapons to the armed
elements of the opposition. They
are equipped mainly with small
arms and rocket-propelled gre-
nades, giving them little firepow-
er compared with Assad’s formi-
dable forces.

An estimated 10,000 to 20,000
soldiers have defected and form
the bulk of the Free Syrian Army.
It is organized loosely, without
effective command and control,
and it has few links to the politi-
cal opposition, according to U.S.
intelligence accounts.

Protecting those forces would
be a daunting task. One of the
officials said that Syria’s air de-
fenses include hundreds of sur-
face-to-air missile sites and thou-
sands of antiaircraft artillery in-
stallations.

Describing the dimensions of
the challenge, this official said
that Syria, barely one-tenth the
size of Libya, has an army four
times as big with five times the

air defense assets, most of it
supplied by Russia.

So far, the officials said, the
bloodiest attacks against the re-
gime appear to have been carried
out by al-Qaeda elements seeking
to slip unannounced into opposi-
tion groups that do not seem
eager to have any affiliation with
the terrorist network.

The US. officials said that
al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Iraq has
reversed the flow of a pipeline
that once carried fighters and
weapons through Syria to battle
U.S. forces at the height of the
Iraq war.

“That network is still there,
said the first U.S. intelligence
official, who acknowledged that
the size and composition of the
al-Qaeda presence in Syria is
unclear. Some al-Qaeda members
may be Syrian, others Iraqis.

The officials said their judg-
ment that AQI — as the Iraq
affiliate is known — was behind
vehicle bombings that Killed doz-
ens of people in Damascus and
Aleppo in December and January
is based more on the nature of the
attacks than independent evi-
dence of al-Qaeda involvement.

The greatest damage done so
far to Assad’s regime has been
economic, intelligence officials
said. Sanctions imposed by the
United States and the Arab
League, as well as European
curbs on importation of oil, have
caused spikes in unemployment,
fuel prices and budget deficits in
Damascus.

Over the long term, the offi-
cials said, economic hardships
may be the most effective tool for
unseating Assad. Still, the first
U.S. intelligence official said, “to
this point, we have not seen that
having an effect on the regime’s
ability to prosecute the war.”

millergreg@washpost.com
deyoungk@washpost.com
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Défection simultanée de treize
haut gradés syriens

Révolte Des dizaines de milliers de personnes dans les rues ; plus grande mobilisation
en un an a Alep ; au moins 77 morts hier.

Au lendemain de la démission
du vice-ministre syrien du Pé-
trole, une dizaine d’officiers de
haut rang de l'armée réguliere
ont fait défection et sont arrivés
hier en Turquie, selon I'agence
officielle turque Anatolie et
T'opposition syrienne. Ces mi-
litaires se trouvaient 2 Damas,
Homs et Lattaquié, a précisé
I'agence, citant des sources lo-
c:iges en Turquie ou 12100
Syriens, selon un dernier bilan
obtenu de source officielle, ont
trouvé refuge depuis le début
en mars 2011 de la révolte. Au
total, « six généraux de brigade,

T

i

quatre colonels, un lieutenant-
colonel, un commandant et une
femme lieutenant (premiére
femme a quitter les rangs de
Parmée réguliére) ont fait dé-
fection ces derniéres 48 heu-
res », a précisé un responsable
de l'opposition syrienne a Paris,
Fahd el-Masri, indiquant qu’ils
allaient «se rallier » a 'Armée
syrienne libre (ASL) du colonel
Riad el-Assaad et au Conseil
militaire révolutionnaire supé-
rieur créé par le général déser-
teur Moustapha el-Cheikh.
Pendant ce temps, la répres-
sion ne montrait aucun signe

de répit, a la veille de larrivée a
Damas de I'émissaire de 'ONU
et de la Ligue arabe, Kofi An-
nan. Au moins 77 civils dont 10
enfants ont encore été tués hier
a travers le pays, dont au moins
13 dans l'assaut contre la localité
de Ain Larose dans la province
rebelle d'Idleb, selon la chaine
satellitaire al-Arabiya. L'armée
a également attaqué quatre
autres villages, Chaghourit, al-
Laj, Hamimat et as-Sahn dans
cette province, a précisé I'Ob-
servatoire syrien des droits de
I'homme (ggDH). Alors qu'un
nombre important de chars et

Une scéne devenue quotidienne en Syrie, des opposants assistent aux funérailles de Ammar

el-Assaad, tué par des tirs des forces de sécurité a Khaldieh, prés de Homs.

Phoro Reurers

de soldats se sont rassemblés
dans le district de Jabal el-
Zaouia, les militants prodémo-
cratie craignaient une opération
d’envergure semblable a celle
menée a Baba Amr, quartier de
Homs repris par 'armée le ler
mars, «le plus grand nombre
de rebelles » se trouvant dans ce
district, a expliqué le président
de 'OSDH, Rami Abdel Rah-
mane.

Parallélement, comme tous
les vendredis depuis mars 2011,
des dizaines de milliers de Sy-
riens sont descendus dans les
rues pour dénoncer le régime de
Bachar el-Assad et en homma-

e ala communauté kurde dont
e soulévement il y a huit ans a
Qamichli avait été maté dans le
sang. Les rassemblements ont
eu lieu notamment a Alep qui
a connu sa plus grande mobi-
lisation depuis un an, ont mIEI_
porté des militants et 'OSDH,
Hama, Der ez-Zor, al-Hara,
Idleb, Homs, Maarat an-Naa-
man, Deraa, Hassaka, Latta-

%L;ié, Daraya, Qara, Sayyedeh
inab, Houla et plusieurs
quartiers de Damas.

Les forces de sécurité ont
ouvert le feu pour disperser la
foule 3 Alep et Houla, tandis
que deux manifestants ont été
tués 2 Homs et un a Jarablos,
selon 'TOSDH. Dans le méme
temps, des militants ont indiqué
que les chabbiha ont mené des
perquisitions dans plusieurs lo-
calités dont al-Tabaqa, Enkhel
et dans un quartier dﬁa capitale,
al-Qaboun. Signalons en outre
que la plupart des habitants du
village d’Akou ont fui, manque
d’eau et d’électricité. La chaine
al-Arabiya a par ailleurs cité des
opposants qui ont assuré qu'un
massacre avait eu lieu dans le
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quartier de Bab el-Dreeb.

Dans le méme temps, des
milliers de membres de 'oppo-
sition islamiste en Jordanie ont
manifesté 2 Amman en soutien
ala révolte syrienne.

« Mission préliminaire »

Sur le plan humanitaire, la
responsable des opérations de
'ONU, Valerie Amos, a déclaré
étre parvenue a un accord avec
le régime syrien pour une « mis-
sion d'évaluation humanitaire
préliminaire » dans les zones de
conflits. La diplomate britanni-
que, qui sexprimait lors d’'une
conférence de presse 2 Ankara,
a précisé avoir demandé au ré-
gime de Bachar el-Assad un
acces illimité pour I'aide huma-
nitaire aux zones les plus tou-
chées, mais Damas a demandé
un délai avant de donner une
réponse.

ppelons que Mme Amos
sest rendue cette semaine en
Syrie, ou elle a notamment pu
se rendre compte de la situation
aHoms et rencontrer des repré-
sentants du pouvoir syrien et du
Croissant-Rouge arabe syrien.
Hier, elle a visité un camp de
réfugiés ;yn'ens en Turquie. Le
nombre de réfugiés franchissant
la frontiére turque a augmenté
ces derniers jours, depuis que les
insurgés ont fui le quartier de
Baba Amr.

L’ONU a précisé que quelque
1,5 million de personnes avaient
besoin d'une aide alimentaire.
Selon l'organisation, plus de
25000 réfugiés sont recensés
dans les pays voisins de la Syrie,
et les violences ont déplacé entre
100 000 et 200 000 personnes a
l'intérieur du pays.

(Sources : agences
et rédaction)
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Syrian army officers
defect to Turkey

M Opposition chief rejects talks M@ Annan to visit refugee camps in Turkey Il 31 killed

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish of-
ficials said Friday that two Syrian
generals, a colonel and two ser
geants have defected from the Syr
ian army and crossed into Turkey, a
day after Syna’s deputy oil minister
also deserted President Bashar As
sad’s regime.

The defections come amid re
ports of Syrian army assaults on the
northern Syrian province of Idlib,
which borders Turkey, and as UN
humanitarian chief Valerie Amos
toured Synan refugee camps along
the Turkish-Synan border before
talks with Turkish Foreign Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu.

The officers” defections are
significant because most army de
fectors so far have been low-level
C()HSCH["S.

Assad’s regime has suffered a
steady stream of low-level army de
fectors. who have joined a group of
dissidents known as the Free Syrian
Army, now numbering in the thou
sands.

Syrian government forces killed
31 people around the country Fri-
day, including 10 demonstrators hit
by mortar rounds in Homs, a centre
of opposition to President Bashar
Al-Assad’s rule, activists said.

Mortar rounds hit a demonstra
tion in the district of Bab Houd,
said Homs-based opposition activ
ist Abu Imad, who added that the
Al-Hanableh mosque mn Bab Dreib
had also been hit as worshippers
were leaving after Friday Muslim
prayers.

UN-Arab League envoy Io
Syria Kofi Annan is to visit Syrian
refugee camps in Turkey after trav
elling to Syria over the weekend, a
diplomat told AFP on Friday.

“Kofi Annan has expressed his
wish 1o come soon to Turkey and
we gave our consent,” the diplomat
said, on condition of anonymity.

The former UN chief will be
visiting refugee camps in Hatay,
the Turkish border province which
houses almost 12,000 Syrian refu-
gees, he noted.

Annan will also visit the Turk-

Syrian refugees and local residents take part in a demonstration against Syr
ia's President Bashar Al-Assad after Friday prayers outside the Syrian embassy
in Amman, Friday — Reuters

1sh capital to meet with senior of-
ficials, said another source close to
the government, while private NTV
news channel said the visit was to
take place on March 12.

On Thursday, Syria’s deputy oil
minister became the highest-rank-
ing civilian official to join the op-
position and urged his countrymen
to “abandon this sinking ship™ as
the nation spirals toward civil war.
Abdo Husameddine, 58, announced
n a video that he has defected.

The officers and the two ser-

geants were in a group of some 234
Synans who have fled to Turkey
since Thursday, Yusuf Guler, the
administrator for the Turkish bor-
der town of Reyhanli told Turkey’s
state-run Anadolu Agency, without
providing any information on their
identities.

Brig. Gen. Mostafa Ahmad Al-
Sheikh, who fled to Turkey in Janu
ary, was the highest ranking officer
to bolt. In late August, Adnan Bak-
kour, the attorney general of the
central city of Hama. appeared in a
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25,000

The United Nations
estimates at least 25,000
refugees have fled the
fighting in Syria since
the start of the conflict
a year ago, a spokesman
for the UN refugee
agency, Adrian Edwards,
told Reuters Friday.
Some 12,000 Syrians
are registered at several
camps set up in Turkey’s
southern province of
Hatay. In Lebanon, there
are 4,000-5,000 Syrian
refugees in the Bekaa
Valley. In Jordan, abhout
4,500 Syrians have heen
registered over the last
year. — Reuters

video announcing he had defected.

Authonties reported he had
been kidnapped and said he was
being kept against his will by gun
men. He has not been heard from
Sce.

The leader of Syria’s main op-
position group rejected calls Fri-
day by UN envoy Kofi Annan for
dialogue with President Bashar As
sad’s government, saying they were
pointless and unrealistic as the re
gime massacres its own people.

In comments made in Cairo
on Thursday after talks with Arab
League cluef Nabil Elaraby, Aunan
warned agamst further militariza
tion of the Syrian conflict and urged
the opposition to come together
with the government to find a po-
litical solution. — Agencies
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Syria kills 31 ahead of
Annan’s peace mission

Tank rounds and
mortar bombs
crashed into the city
of Homs, killing 17
peonple, activists said,
reporting 14 deaths
elsewhere in Syria

AMMAN: Syrian forces killed 31
people yesterday as they sought
to quell demonstrations against
President Bashar Al Assad before a
peace mission by UN-Arab League
envoy Kofi Annan, opposition ac-
tivists said.

Tank rounds and mortar bombs
crashed into opposition districts
in the rebellious central city of
Homs, killing 17 people, activists
said, reporting 14 deaths elsewhere
in Syria.

“Thirty tanks entered my neigh-
bourhood at seven this morning
and they are using their cannons
to fire on houses,” said Karam Abu
Rabea, a resident in Homs’s Karm
Al Zeitoun neighbourhood.

One focus of demonstrations
was the anniversary of Kurdish un-
rest in Syria in 2004 when about 30
people were killed.

Many thousands of Kurds dem-
onstrated in northeastern cities,
YouTube footage showed, some
carrying banners that read “Save
the Syrian people”.

Other clips showed hundreds of
protestors in the Assali district of
Damascus.

Syria’s state news agency Sana
reported big pro-Assad demonstra-

Russia opposes UN draft

MOSCOW: Russia said yes-
terday it opposed an “unbal-
anced” Washington-backed
UN draft resolution on Syria
because it failed to call for a
simultaneous halt in violence
by the government and rebels.

The warning came amid
tense consultations over a
draft resolution aimed at
showing the Damascus regime
that world opinion had turned
against it after nearly a year
of violence which, according
to the opposition, has claimed
nearly 8,500 lives.

Russia and China had previ-
ously blocked two UN initia-

tions in Damascus and Hassaka in
the northeast.

Tight media restrictions im-
posed by the authorities make it
hard to assess conflicting accounts
of events on the ground.

Street protests have swelled
every Friday after mid-day prayers
since the anti-Assad revolt erupted
a year ago, despite violent repres-
sion by the military and loyalist
militias.

Decisive victory has eluded both
sides in an increasingly bloody
struggle that appears to be sliding
into civil war.

Aid access

UN humanitarian chief Valerie
Amos, who visited Homs this week,
said Assad’s government had agreed
tojoin UN agenciesina “limited as-
sessment” of civilian needs in Syr-
ia, but had not met her request for

tives because they singled out
President Assad for blame and
world powers have been under
pressure by Moscow to tone
down their condemnation of
theregime.

Unbalanced

Russia’s deputy Foreign Min-
ister Gennady Gatilov said the
text under discussion today
was still “unbalanced”.

“Tts main problem is the
absence of a simultaneous call
on all sides to take practical
steps in the context of ceasing
fire,” Gatilov told the Interfax
news agency. — Arp

unhindered access for aid groups.

Syrian officials had asked for
more time, she told a news confer-
ence in Ankara after visiting Syrian
refugees arriving in growing num-
bers in border camps in Turkey.

Amos said she was “devastated”
atthe scenes of destruction she saw
in Homs and that she wanted to
know the fate of civilians who had
lived in the city’s Baba Amr district,
which rebel fighters left on March 1
after a 26-day siege.

The United Nations estimates
at least 25,000 refugees have fled
Syria in the past year, said Adrian
Edwards, a spokesman for the UN
refugee agency.

The UN figures were based main-
ly on refugees who have registered
with the UNHCR.

Many others have fled to
neighbouring countries without
registering.
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Edwards said significant num-
bers of Syrians are also thought to
be displaced within the country.

Annan, who begins his peace
mission in Damascus on Saturday,
has called for a negotiated political
solution, but dissidents say there is
no room for dialogue amid Assad’s
crackdown.

Rifts among big powers have
blocked any UN action to resolve
the ecrisis, with China and Russia
firmly opposing any measure that
might lead to Libya-style military
intervention.

China, which despatched an
envoy to Syria this week, said on
Friday it would send an assist-
ant foreign minister to the Middle
East and to France to discuss a way
forward.

Push for all sides

Beijing urged Annan to “push
for all sides in Syria to end their
violence and start the process of
peace talks”.

The Syrian opposition denies
any Al Qaeda role in a popular up-
rising against nearly five decades of
Baathist rule.

Moscow could play a vital role in
any diplomatic effort to ease Assad
from power and spare Syria further
bloodletting.

“If (Annan) can persuade Rus-
sia to back a transitional plan, the
regime would be confronted with
the choice of either agreeing to ne-
gotiate in good faith or facing near-
total isolation through loss of a key
ally,” the Brussels-based Interna-
tional Crisis Group said in a paper
this week.

Syrian security forces have killed
well over 7,500 people since the an-
ti-Assad uprising began a year ago,
according to a UN estimate.

The government said in Decem-
ber that “armed terrorists” had
killed more than 2,000 soldiers and
police. — Reuters
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Carnage continues in Syria
as four army generals defect

BLASTS RUSSIAN COMMENT ON SUPPORTING TERROR

SAUDI ARABIA

Dubai (Agencies) At least
55 people were killed by
Syrian forces vesterday as
they sought to quell dem-
onstrations against Presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad on
the eve of a peace mission
by UN-Arab League envoy
Kofi Annan.

Annan will meet Al As-
sad today, UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said
in New York. Annan also
plans to meet with the Syr-
ian opposition before leav-
ing the country tomorrow.

The leader of Syria’s main
opposition group, Burhan
Ghalioun, rejected calls by
Annan for dialogue with the
government, saying such
talks are pointless and unre-
alistic as long as the regime is
massacring its people.

Shells and mortar bombs
crashed into opposition dis-
tricts in the volatile city of
Homs, killing more than 17
people and at least 13 were
killed in Idlib province.

Four Syrian generals and
two colonels fled to refugee
camps in Turkey after de-
fecting from Al Assad’s mil-
itary. The six were among
some 12 high-ranking army
officers stationed in cities
including Damascus, Homs
and Latakia, who crossed
the border into Turkey’s
southern province of Hatay
to join the Syrian rebels.

Overwhelmed with grief
Ahmad (centre) mourns his father Abdul Aziz Abu Ahmad Khrer, who was killed by a Syrian army sniper, during his
funeral in Idlib, north Syria.

Also in Turkey, UN hu-
manitarian chief Valerie
Amos said she had demand-
ed unhindered access for
humanitarian aid to victims
of the turmoil.

In Brussels, EU foreign
ministers warned against

the temptation of military
intervention despite grow-
ing human suffering, saying
boots on the ground could
ignite “a large-scale fire”.
Saudi Arabia, mean-
while, condemned a Rus-
sian statement accusing it

of supporting terrorism in
Syria.

“Such irresponsible
statements are mistaking
the reality of the kingdom’s
keenness to deal with the
Svrian crisis according to
the rules of international

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

legitimacy, and through
the [UN] Security Council
which is concerned with
preserving the interna-
tional peace and security,
a Saudi foreign ministry
statement said.

See also Pages11,12&13
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Generals flee Syria

Bombs rain on Homs ahead of Kofi Annan’s peace mission

ANKARA — Four generals who had
defected from the Syrian army ar-
rived in Turkey on Friday as tank
rounds and mortar bombs crashed
into opposition districts in the re-
bellious central city of Homs.

The four generals were among
some 10 high-ranking army offi-
cers stationed in cities including
Damascus, Homs and Latakia, who
crossed the border into Turkey’s
southern province of Hatay to join
the Syrian rebels, Turkey’s state-
run Anatolia agency said.

Fahd Al Masri, an adviser for
Syrian opposition group the Higher
Revolutionary Council, said six
brigadier-generals had defected in
the last 48 hours along with four
colonels, a lieutenant colonel, a
major and a female lieutenant.

He said they were from the prov-
ince of Idlib near the Turkish bor-
der, where Syrian troops have been
massing this week, ahead of an ex-
pected large-scale offensive.

The military buildup has prompt-
ed concerns that Idlib could suffer
the same fate as the Baba Amro
neighbourhood of Homs, which was
stormed by government troops on
March 1 after a month of shelling.

Opposition activists said Syrian
forces killed 31 people on Friday as
they sought to quell demonstrations
against President Bashar Al Assad
before a peace mission by UN-Arab
League envoy Kofi Annan.

The leader of Syria’s main oppo-
sition group rejected calls by An-
nan for dialogue with President
Assad’s government, saying such
talks are pointless and unrealistic
as long as the regime massacres its
own people.

Tank rounds and mortar bombs
crashed into opposition districts in
the rebellious central city of Homs,
killing 17 people, activists said,
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A relative of a Syrian killed by an army sniper cries during his funeralin Idlib, north Syria. — AP

reporting 24 deaths elsewhere in
Syria. “Thirty tanks entered my
neighbourhood at seven this
morning and they are using their
cannons to fire on houses,” said
Karam Abu Rabea, a resident in
Homs’s Karm Al Zeitoun neigh-
bourhood.

UN humanitarian chief Valerie
Amos, who visited Homs this week,

said Assad’s government had
agreed to join UN agencies in a
“limited assessment” of civilian
needs in Syria, but had not met her
request for unhindered access for
aid groups.

Syrian officials had asked for
more time, she told a news confer-
ence in Ankara after visiting Syrian
refugees arriving in growing num-

bers in border camps in Turkey.
Amos said she was “devastated” at
the scenes of destruction she saw
in Homs and that she wanted to
know the fate of civilians who had
lived in the city’s Baba Amro dis-
trict, which rebel fighters left after
a 26-day siege. — Agencies

>SEE ALSO PAGE 8 & EDIT
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Rebels reject Annan’s call

Syrian dissidents say govt repression has destroyed prospects of peace deal

Edmund Blair and
Oliver Holmes

CAIRO/BEIRUT — Kofi Annan, the
UN-Arab League envoy to Syria,
said he would urge President
Bashar Al Assad and his foes to
stop fighting and seek a political
solution, drawing angry rebukes
from dissidents.

“The killing has to stop and we
need to find a way of putting in the
appropriate reforms and moving
forward,” Annan said on Thursday
in Cairo ahead of his trip to Damas-
cus on Saturday.

Syrian dissidents reacted with
dismay and said government re-
pression had destroyed prospects
of a negotiated deal. More than
7,500 people have been killed in a
year-long crackdown on an upris-
ing against Assad, according to the
United Nations.

“We reject any dialogue while
tanks shell our towns, snipers shoot
our women and children and many
areas are cut off from the world by
the government without electricity,
communications or water,” said
Hadi Abdullah, contacted in the
city of Homs.

Another activist said Annan’s call
for dialogue sounded “like a wink at
Bashar” that would only encourage
Assad to “crush the revolution™.

UN humanitarian chief Valerie
Amos, on a separate mission to
Syria, said she was “devastated” by
the destruction she had seen in the
Baba Amro district of Homs city,
and wanted to know what had hap-
pened toits residents, who endured
a 26-day military siege before rebel
fighters withdrew a week ag:

Amos is the first senior foreign
official to visit Baba Amro since the
government assault.

As world pressure on Syria
mounted, the deputy oil minister
announced his defection, the first
by a senior civilian official since the
start of the uprising. Abdo Hussa
meldin, 58, said he knew his
change of sides would bring perse-
cution on his family. Two rebel

Ahmed mourns the death of his father Abdulaziz Abu Ahmed Khrer, who was killed by an army sniper, during his funeral in Idlib. - AP

groups later said four more high-
ranking military officers had de-
fected over the past three days to a
camp for Syrian army deserters in
southern Turkey.

Lieutenant Khaled Al Hamoud, a
spokesman for the Free Syrian Army
(FSA), said the desertions brought
to seven the number of brigadier
generals who had defected.

In Damascus, the authorities con-
tinued to ¢ down on govern-
ment opponents, with security
forces shooting and wounding three
mourners at a funeral for an army
defector that turned into a protest

7

against the president, locals said.

Opposition sources and residents
say protests in the capital are driven
by inflation and the plunging value
of the Syrian pound.

The world has failed to stop an
unequal struggle pitting demon-
strators and lightly armed rebels
against the might of Assad’s
300,000-strong military, secret
police and militiamen.

Western powers have shied away
from Libya-style military interven-
tion in Syria, which sits at the heart
of a conflict-prone Middle East.

US defence secretary Leon Pa-

netta on Wednesday defended US
caution about military involve-
ment, especially without interna-
tional consensus on Syria, but said
the Pentagon had reviewed US
military options.

Tunisia and Turkey have also de-
clared their opposition to interven-
tion by any force from outside the
region, and Annan argued against
further militarisation of the con-
flict. “We should not forget the
possible impact of Syria on the re-
gion if there is any miscalculation,”
the former UN chief said. But Syr-
ian dissidents said diplomatic ini-
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tiatives had proved fruitless in the
past. “When they fail no action is
taken against the regime and that’s
why the opposition has to arm itself
against its executioner,” said one
rebel army officer.

Russia said Assad was battling Al
Qaeda-backed terrorists including
at least 15,000 foreign fighters
who it said would seize towns if As-
sad troops withdraw.

“The flow of all kind of terrorists
from some neighbouring countries
is always increasing,” Russia's dep-
uty ambassador Mikhail Lebedev
said in Geneva. — Reuters
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Envoy:Arahs
Sending
Mercenaries to Syria

n Iranian official has accused Arab countries of
Aseudi.ng mercenaries to Syria to provoke further

unrest and foil any chance of a negotiated set-
tlement to end the ongoing unrest in the country.

Ali Ahani, Iran’s ambassador to France told Reuters
on Thursday that Arab countries have sent weapons and
fighters to Syna with help and financing from the US
and Israel.

“We have information about money, weapons and
mercenaries that are being sent there to disrupt things.”
the former deputy foreign minister said, adding. "There
is information that certain Arab countries have sent
them (mercenanes) and been financed by the United
States and even Israel.”

He would not specify which Arab countries were in-
volved.

Iran is a close ally of Synan government, but has
lightly questioned the handling of the rebellion.

“The narrow relationship we have with Syna 1s clear
and well diversified, but that doesn’t mean that all the
decisions of the Syrian government are rubber-stamped
or not by Iran.” Ahani said.

“We can’t impose a solution from overseas to resolve
the internal problems of Syria,” he said.

“The opposition and government must be encour-
aged to try and resolve themselves the problem.
There are demands of the Syrian people that have
to be respected and that’s what we said to Lhe Synan
government.

From page 1

Saudi Arabia and Qatar have been the most
zealous advocates of taking action to topple the
Synia government. even publicly calling for arm-
g the rebel fighters. Kuwait has joined those

calls.

The Obama administration has retreated from
its initial refusal to stay out of the conflict in Syna
by agreemg this week to provide direct humani-
tarian and cc ation e to the Syn-
an opposition. Many in Washington are calling for
all out war and regime change mn Symna, although
no evidence of substantial military mtervention
by the Obama administration has surfaced.

According to confidential emails from the pni-
vate imntelligence firm Stratfor that were released
by WikiLeaks, Westem forces have been imnside
Synia for months performing covert reconnais-
sance work. No officials have commented on
the information, but more and more allegations
of current or planned military intervention have
come up in recent weeks, leading to increased
suspicion of Washington’s official line.

Iran’s Nuclear Talks

The Iranian envoy went on to say that Tehran
was optimistic about new talks with world powers
on its peaceful nuclear program but Iran would
not negotiate on its right to enrich uranium.

EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton. who
would lead future talks with Iran on behalf of six
powers, said on Tuesday there would be an at-
tempt to revive the talks -- stalled for more than
a year -- aimed at breaking the impasse over the
Islamic Republic’s nuclear issue.

“We have to try through dialogue to resolve
them (1ssues) and reach a compromise and in my
opinion it’s better not to pre]udge these negotia-
tions in advance.” Ali Ahani said

Ahamsaxdallpamesmustbereahsucmthar
approach to talks and that the powers should not
be worried by Iran’s nuclear activities.

“In this sense recognizing Iran as responsible

and a signatory to the non-nuclear proliferation
treaty that msists on using these technologies
purely for peaceful and civilian means and to con-
tinue 1ts enrichment for civilian purposes can help
get out of the current situation,” Ahani said.
When asked if discussions on reducing or even
cutting uranium enrichment were possible, the
former deputy foreign minister replied; “No.”

Parchin Inspection

The six world powers - the United States, Chi-
na, Russia, France, Germany and Britain - called
on Iran on Thursday to let international inspectors
visit a military site where the UN nuclear agen-
cy claims development work relevant to nuclear
weapons may have taken place.

Ahani_ a fluent French speaker who studied in
the northem French city of Lille, said Tehran was
ready to allow intemnational inspectors access to
the site and was working on a text with the IAEA
to define the modalities of the visit.

“The decision has already been taken to allow
access to this site (Parchin) and others,” he said.

Ahani said the site had already been visited
twice before by inspectors and they had okayed
it, but that the United States had pressured the
watchdog to demand new checks.

Israeli regime and the United States have threat-
ened Iran with military strikes as a last-ditch effort
to stop it getting nuclear technology.

Ahani said he did not think Israel would launch
air strikes against the Islamic Republic due to the
unforeseeable consequences they may have re-
gionally and globally.

“We don’t believe them at all even if we have
prepared all scenarios to defend ourselves,” the
59-year old said.

“We don’t think that the Zionist regime (Israel)
will take this direction because there will be worse
consequences not just for that regime. region, but
the world. This sort of military action could have
unpredictable and catastrophic consequences.” he
said.
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A journey into Syria’s
dark world of torture

EYRUTHPOLLARD £/

HE WAS naked. Blindfolded.
Inagonising pain and scared
for his life. It was his third
period in detention and he
would have four more to
endure after that.

In his dark world people
died on their feet, slipping
slowly to the ground as a des-
perate human tide ebbed and
flowed against each other and
the four walls that contained
them.

More than 150 prisoners
were crammed into a small
room for days, sometimes
weeks, ata time. They could
notsitorlie down. There was
so little space they were often
forced to stand on one leg,
There was no light. The claus-
trophobia was unbearable.

For 38-vear-old Ibrahim
Ahmad Aloglah, there was
worse to come. He was tor-
tured, repeatedly, with electri-
city and other weapons, during
the weeks and months he was
held by Syrian security forces.

“They took me down
to the electrical room ]
and they putleads all >
over my body — they
putalead into my
penis,” he sa aring
at the ground, unable to
goon.

Itis not the first time
Mr Aloglah is overcome
as he recounts the grue-
some details of his
detention. His emotions
are mostly sadness and
grief, but escalate
quickly to rage when he
speaks about S
President Bashar al-
Assad and the men who
enforce his brutal
regime.

“After everything |
have seen, I can tell you,
God cannot exist,” Mr
Aloglah says. “How can
God allow a man like Assad to
walk on this Earth?”

He is speaking to The Sar-
urday Age in the Jordanian bor-
der town of Ramtha — seven
kilometres from the Syrian city
of Daraa, the birthplace of the
country’s year-long uprising.

Mr Aloglah left Syria 10 days
ago with his wife, his six-year-
old son and three-year-old
daughter. They have temporar-
ily settled in a small, two-room
flat thatleaks in the rain, after
leaving behind everything. Itis,
for now, a miserable existence
but it is the first time in
11 months they have been able
to stop running.

His family is just one of the
thousands who have fled Syria
into Jordan, many of them still
terrified that they will be found
by the feared security forces
and sent back to an uncertain
fate in Syria. Mr Aloglah was

people died.?
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first arrested in April 2011, in
the early days of the anti-Assad
uprising. He had been at a
funeral in Daraa, attended the
demonstration afterwards and
was arrested soon after.

In the first eight days he was
in detention, he says he was
beaten so badly most of his
body was black with bruising,
the colour staining his skin two
weeks after he was released.

He pulls his jumper to one
side to reveal along scar on his
shoulder — the result of a knife
wound,

“They hurt me day and
night," he says. “They would
ask, ‘Do you want [US Presi-
dent Barack] Obama to rule
you? Do you want [French
President Nicolas| Sarkozy to
rule you?

“They cut up a car tyre to
use as a weapon to beat us.
They called it God. Whenever
anyone cried out for [the
prophet] Muhammad or God
during their torture, they would
be beaten with this weapon,”

&1 saw people whose eyes had burst
open from being hit. . . They kept me
for 20 days — in this time, about 60
IBRAHIM AHMAD ALOGLAH

After working for 10 vears in
the United Arab Emirates, Mr
Aloglah had considerable
assets to trade for his freedom:
ahouse, a water purification
business, a car hire company.
He paid just over a million
Syrian pounds ($A16,000) to
escape his firstimprisonment.

Later he discovered why he
had been arrested. “I had been
talking with friends about the
lack of safety in Syria— I said
Bashar [al-Assad] had done
nothing to keep his people safe,
Hafez [al-Assad, the president’s
father and predecessor| did
nothing, they did nothing for
this country

Someone in his group had
recorded his statements on a
mobile phone. They are words
that will haunt him forever, but
not once does he back down
from those sentiments.

It was not long before he

was arrested again and taken to
adifferent underground deten-
tion facility.

"Many people were hanging
by their arms from a metal
board. Twvo of them were hitso
often they died . . . | saw people
whose eyes had burst open
from being hit with the tyre
cable. They kept me for 20 days
— in this time about 60 people
died. The numbers of dead —
do not believe them. Itis much
worse than what has been
reported.”

His experience is consistent
with the findings of Human
Rights Watch, whose research-
ers have interviewed hundreds
of victims of torture in Syria
since the uprising began,

“We found the use of torture
was both widespread and sys-
tematic — there was a huge
variety of sexual torture and the
use of electric cattle prods and
wires,” said Anna Neisat, the
associate director of the pro-
grams and emergencies divi-
sion at Human Rights Watch,
“His description of this is
close to the accounts we have
been hearing — the
scale of torture in Syria
is just absolutely mind-
boggling, and there
have been tens of thou-
sands of people who
have been processed
through this system. Of
those we interviewed,
99.9 per cent were sub-
jected to torture.”

Mr Aloglah says
Syrian security forces
stole not just money
and jewellery from his
home, but also des-
troyed his business,
taking stock and
vandalising property in
his office and a factory
he owns. He signed over
the deeds to his house
to a Syrian intelligence
official to buy his
freedom.

The next period of incarcer-
ation lasted two months.

“I'had to lie down on the
ground, face down, and they
tied my legs together to a stick.

1ey hit me 400, 500 times with
athick cable. [ was so sick
could notstand. . . a doctorin
the prison hospital told them to
release me or [ would die in jail.

“Prisoners were forced to lie
face down on the wet ground,
and then we had to lie on top of
them, our faces in their arses.”

Another bribe was followed
by another moment of relief as
he again tasted freedom, only
to be arrested just days laterin
acycle of torture and imprison-
ment that only stopped when
he fled into Jordan.

Now his children wake in
fright during the night, plagued
by nightmares and always on
edge, waiting for the next knock
atthe door.
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