Will Russia let the United States
start a war in mid-January?

SYRIA PRESS REVIEW
Friday, December 16, 2011

The Western media has showcased the latest report from Human Rights Watch, "By
All Means Necessary!", wherein it is alleged that crimes against humanity were
committed under the authority of President Bashar al-Assad. At no time does the
press inquire about the identity of the authors or the methodology of the report.

The Atlanticist press has hailed the Russian resolution proposal to the Security
Council as a sign that Moscow has come around to Washington’s views. However,
the newspapers have not seen the full text, but only a few sentences quoted by
Reuters.

The Canadian press echoes the call of its Foreign Minister for all Canadian citizens
to leave Syria not later than mid-January, when their evacuation will become
problematic. It is not clear what disaster is anticipated around this date.

e The Washington Post columnist Jim Hoagland, flashes back to the World Policy
Conference organized by the French Institute of International Relations (IFRI) in
Vienna. He feigns surprise at the consensus struck between Prince Turki of Saudi
Arabia and Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak regarding Syria. They both think
that the downfall of Assad is inevitable since it is no longer viable to govern by
resorting to the bloody crackdown against the protest movement.

e In The National Charles Glass recalls that the U.S. has a history of regime change
in Syria. In 1949, the CIA organized the military coup of Colonel Zaim, to allow
Aramco to build a trans-Syrian pipeline. However, this move opened a period of
instability and Zaim was himself overthrown a month later. The CIA attempted
two other regime changes (Operation Straggle and Operation Wappen) which
were aborted. This tumultuous period ended with the coup staged by Hafez al-
Assad in 1970, which brought stability to Syria if not freedom.
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L'appareil répressif syrien détaillé
par un rapport de Human Rights Watch

L'organisation de défense des droits de 'homme liste les responsables militaires mis en cause

des bourreaux que traite le

nouveaurapport de [ organt-
sation de défense des droits de
I'bomme Human Rights Watch
(HRW), publié jeud! 15 décembre.
Ce document - Intitulé « Par tous
les moyens nécessalrese —est, 2 ce
Jour, Fétude la plus détaliée sur
les responisables au jour le jour de
la répression et sur k2 fagon dont
elle est menée.

Plus de {000 personnes ont &6
tuées deputs Je début du souléve-
ment en Syrie, le 1mars 201}
d'aprés une estimation des
Nations unies. Sans compter plus
d'un millier de membres des for-
cesdel'ordre tués par les insurpés,
selon Je régime de Bachar
AlAssad, qui attribue les troubles
ades« bandesarmées », dobédien-
ce «salafistes ou « [damistes,
« financées parl'dranger».

HRW s'efforce de remettre les
choses et Ihistotre 3 leur place.
Cest bien ke gouvernement syrten
qul a commencé par réprimer
dansle sang une protestation padt-
fique. Les embuscades mendes
contre les forces de sécurité par
des déserteurs - regroupés dans
FArmée libre de Syrie (ALS) - et des
ctvils armés ne sont intervenues
queplustard, en représatlles et par
désespolr.

L'étudede 'ONG américaine est
basée sur les Interviews de
63déserteurs de F'armée syrienne,
en Syrie, ainsi que dans les pays
voisins (Jordande, Liban, Turquie).
Les faits relatés couvrent sept des
quatorze gouvernarats en Syrie
« Nous rfavons pas pu envoyer de
chercheur en Syrjeenrafson des cir-
constances, explique Ole Sclvang,
T'un des deux auteurs du rapport
mafs nous disposons d'un réseau
d'infarmateurs sur place »

Les entretiens, réalisés séparé-
ment et confrontés 3 des témolk-
gnages de victimes ou de témolns,
confirment le systématisme et
Fampleur de k2 répression. Des le
début des manifestations, les
ordres consistalent 3 tirer pour
tuer ; en fait, 3 forcer les manifes-
tants 3 rentrer chez eux s partous
les moyerss. Plusieurs déserteurs

ont personnellement entendu les

C e est pas des victimes mats

Les corps de 25 hommes, tués par des « terroristess selon les autorités syriennes, sont conservés
dans une chambre froide, 2 Homs, fin novembre. swe nsoas

commandants de leur unité don-
ner ce genre d ordre : Je général de
brigade Jaoudat Ibrahim Safi etle
genéral Alf Durgham, de la IV brt-
gade, les colonels Qousal Mihoub
et Souhell Hassan, des renselgne-
ments de Farmée de lalz, Je géné-
ral de brigade Ramadan Mah-
moud Ramadan, du 35 régtment
des forces spéciales.

Des témoins acousent Jecolonel
Sarmd Abdelkarim Al (171" batatllon)
davolr tué unadolescent de 16 ans.
La liste des gradés mis en cause, en
annexe du rapport, est ongue ot
détadllée. Elle pourrait donner Beu
3 des poarsultes devant la justice
Intermationale.

Daprés Ole Solvang, les servi-
cesde renseignement (les mowkha-
barat, en arabe) jouent un role de
premier plan dans k2 répression :
« Selon les témofgnages gue nous
avons recucillis les soldat s sont pla-
cés en premiere ligne. Leurs offF
clers et les services de rensejgne-
ment s=tiennent al'arriére. Les sol-
dats sont comvaincus gque s'lis
n'obéissent pas s seromt cux-
mémes tués. Nous avons recensé
hut cas de désertews témofns de
teds incidents. »

Les services de renseignement
procédent aussi 3 la majorite des
arrestations et des interrogatot
res. [ls ont cuvert de multiples
Beux de détention, ou la torture
est pratiquée couramment. Par-
mi les multiples agences des
moukhabarat syriens, les renset-
gonements militatres et les renset-
gnements de larmée de Fair sem-

« Le président Assad
estresponsable en
tant que commandant

enchefdel'armée»
Ole Solvang
Human Rights Watch

blent les plus actifs. Ces derniers
sont chargés de b sécurité de 2
capttale, Damas. Au sein de l'ar-
meée, les forces spéciales et la
IV division, dirigée de facto par
Maher Al-Assad, frére du prést
dent, sont les plus zdées.

Enfin leschabha sontle trotsie-
me pilier de 2 répression en Syrie.
1 est diffictle d évaluer le nombre
deces miliciens civtls armés, recru-
tés dans Jes milieux alaouites pau-

Voltairenet.org

vres, la communauté d'origine de
2 famille Assad, et des cadres de
Farmée et des renseignements « [l
¥ a encore begucoup d'interroga
tjons sur qui sontvrafiment les“cha-
biha , qui kes commande, polnte
M. Solvang Les soldats n'ont pasde
contacts directs avec eux. Majs § est
evident qu'ils sont chargés des
pires besognes. »

HEW ne dispose pas de témat-
pnage mettant en cause les respon-
sables palitiques, mals vendanjer
ressart, le président Assad est res
ponsable en tant gue comman-
dant en chef del'armées, souligne
M. Solvang dont lorganisation
recommande b satsine de la Cour
pénale Internationale par le
Consell de sécurtté de FTONU.

Son rapport contredit directe
ment les propos tenus par ke prést
dent Bachar Ak Assad, surlachaine
américaine ABC News, le 7décem-
bre, dans laquelle il niaitavolrdon-
né lordre de tuer aux forces de
sécurité Ces déclarations éajent
sans doute une précaution destt
née A éviter toute éventuelle mise
en cause, un jour, devant la pustice
internationale. »
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La régime syrien dans
le viseur international

CRIMES Alors qu'un rapport de Human Rights Watch
accable Damas, la Russie dépose une résolution a 1'ONU.
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Le Figaro (France)
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The Irish Times (Irlande / Irland)

Killing of

27 Syrian
soldiers
reported

MICHAEL JANSEN

SYRIAN ARMY defectors bane
Kilod ar Beast 2V Jovalive soklwrs
amd security personne | durmg High
tag @ the seuthern provinee of
Deraar, nccording 2o the London-
hared  Syrian story for
Human Rights

I the 1ol & confermed. this
wonld be one of the highest daly
tolk for Sycse goversnee ot foroes

¢ duning nine months off unrest,

The shootings of troogs b defe
tors ceincided with pubbcation «f
an BE-page report b Human
Rights Warch, which said §
army commanders bhad ered
woogs 1o fire indsoriminarely at
ey ptaxc] profesions.

The report. By AN Mooz, in
erviews with GO deseriers, said
they bad samed 74 milnary and
security officers “who allegedly
orderad, suthoriwed ur condoned
widespread killings, tortwre and
un\mﬂul‘mnls'.

Anea Newtal, asseCiale devctor
for emergenaes at Huaman Righes
Warch, sald “Defecrors gnve s
names, ranks and posations of
those who give the orders to shoot
and KL and cach and ewery o6
cial mamed in this report, wp 10 the
very Mghest levels of the Syrian
government, shosld amewer for
ther crmes againss the Synan
people.”

Ms Newstal recommwnded that
the UN Security Coundll “shoukd
easure accounsability by refern
Syrer to the Imernatianal Crimi
Court™.

“The defectons stal ements heare
no @oubt that the Syrian security
forces commmitted wadeigeond and
systematic abuses, mchading kil
s, srbelrary detention ssd tor
tre, as part of state pelicy,” the
group sald.

All the defoctors Interviewed
said shere were stand ing orders 1o
halt protests "by all mecans neces
sary” dunayg beielmmgs 0 s
ahead of deploymem.

The dosorers sald they imerpee
ted ther as “authormation o wse
keehal force”. Ther ponted sut
that thay baod bovs besd wath live
ammunition rather than mexre
ments for orowd commrdd. Accord-
g 10 the defoctors, ey wore old
they woudd not be heM occcuneahble.

“In some Cases, officers . . . par
topased m the kilbmgs,” Human
Rgghis Waach stated.

The Ssrias govesrnment has
blamed armed gangs supported
from abrood for the viokence,

Voltairenet.org
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Globe and Mail (Canada)
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The Washington Post (USA)
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)
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Moscou sort de son inaction et propose une

lution au Conseil de sécurité surla S

Iréso

’

yrie

_ _m_ _:_mp _:”._—m

J :. m lim
m. _....:m_ il S
__m :. .._m

q j _..,_.”. ﬂ
_ _ m:_ w
mm__.:___ _._ww.__._m ...?.__ & 4
|
m. ._.u __: .“ . . .ﬁm o “ m
.Mm ..,_mmm_”__mm_ ..._._ e ¥
m_ il 11
2 it aiiieiitiing Ly § patieeh
m m___rm, __.__w_n___:__Jm__mm__m_w.,.n__ ii wmmx_m_:r
m..,zm m..n_ a_.—umpr__ m"n mm wm_—z : Lh 1 .H.:_m._“
B H nw 2 _.. w* F.u ey, ° _.ml@_w_‘_.zﬂ
m“r _b mrwumﬁ__m_mmn m.namm._ Jm m__u &&ma
51 :. HItH :._u RHIRL
1 i w._ mmﬁw__ %_ __d“[_" i ﬂ__%mwm_
E,__"z T

Voltairenet.org



12

Vendredi 16 décembre 2011 / Friday, December 16, 2011

Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)
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FROM PAGE 1

The United Nations says 5,000 people have been killed in Assad’s crackdown.
Assad has denied any o were issued to kill demonstrators and says gunmen
have killed 1,100 of his forces.

But areport published by Human Rights Watch Thursday, based on interviews
with dozens of defectors, said army commanders have ordered troops to use “all
means necessary” to halt protests, often giving explicit instructions to open fire.

HRW identified 74 commanders who had ordered, authorized or condoned
killings, torture and unlawful arrests during the anti-government protests.
“These abuses constitute crimes against humanity,” it said, calling on the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council to refer Syria to the Intemational Criminal Court.

The United States and France, which also blame Assad’s forces for the vio-
lence, have urged the U.N. Security Council to respond to the rising death toll,
but Syria’s foreign backers Russia and China have so far blocked Western efforts
to secure Council condemnation of Damascus.

Recent bloodshed prompted Burhan Ghalioun, the head of the main Syrian
opposition group, the Syrian National Council to call on the so-called rebel Free
Syrian Army to limitoperationsto defensive operations. Butthe increasing num-
ber of apparently offensive operations claimed by the group have worried some
who say the moral legitimacy of a peaceful revolution will be compromised.

In a statement posted on Facebook Thursday in response to a video circulat-
ed widely of a man in Homs posing as a street sweeper, before firing an RPG at
a stationary tank, SNC member Rami Nakhla wamed such tactics would incur
greater bloodshed.

“This operation is not called self defense ... you didn’t in this case defend
civilians, on the contrary you harmed them,” Nakhle said.

“Maybe in place of this tank, they [the soldiers] opened fire against 10 civil-
ians and killed them in revenge. You think you appear as great heroes when you
blow up a tank and take photos of yourself and put it on YouTube.”

The deteriorating security situation prompted Canada Thursday to call for an
evacuation of all its citizens in Syria.

“Our best advice is to leave Syria immediately, by any available means and
while options exist,” its Foreign Ministry said in a statement, citing concerns
that new Arab League sanctions against Syria targeting airline flights may make
it difficult to leave the country quickly.

The Arab League will meet m Cawro Saturday to consider Synan-requested
amendments to a plan to allow observers in Syria to stave off regional sanctions.

In the meantime, Iraq, which abstained from a vote to suspend Syria from the
Arab League and another to impose sanctions on Syria, announced it will send
a peace delegation to Syria to try to convince Damascus to implement an Iraqi
initiative aimed at opening a dialogue between the opposition and the Syrian
government. - The %ily §tar, with agencies
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Rebel soldiers go
ballisticin Syria

Deserters Kill 27 as uprising enters 10th month

DAMASCUS — Anny Jdesesters
kilked at least 27 sobfers and seco
tity service agents south of Damas
cus o Thuamday im the third
straight day of pe i losses 2 Ho-
wean Rights Wistch <aid half of the
sebds it spoke to had mutinked ove
onders 1o shoot avillans.

The clashes im Darao peovinee
where protests against President
Bashar Al Assad’s regme first
wruplect in mmad-Meagch camme as B
Eveopwan pariament called on S
embarched leador 1o step dowa,

Burbun Ghaiun, head of the Syr-
wn National Council (SNC), the
country's most repeesentative op-
position grouping, sasd he hoped
workd powens will soon hewd N
vl Ban Ki-moon's ol to 2t “in
R s of hum sadey ™, Thursday's
dgting beoke cut it daown st check-
puints & three sepante places in
Dara peovince, the Bntain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights saad in 2 sl:ermwnt

Thw chiedhwes ome alter sy de-
fectoms Killad a1 beaod wightt Liyalin
troops on Wadoesday and sewn on
Toesdawy asthay stepped up sttacks
that they have sand were repasals
for securty foove artacks on avik
mns. In 2 new report, Human
Rights Watch noted that half of @w
mvone Uhaen 600 ro bed sobTho o o inder-
viewed said they had moutinied af
ter receiving direct onders to shoot
on cnilians,

It also named 74 milrary and
inteligence otficess “wio dllegedly
vedered, ssthorined, or condomed
widespread Killings, torture, and
unlawted arvests” s s veport titled:
"By All Meurs Nocessary .

TDetRctorns gave us names, ranks,

CANADIANS ADVISED TO QUIT IMMEDIATELY

TORONTO ~ Conado on Thursday uiged s cizens toleyve Sypria
Frrwmec ey, saning Prosddent B A Assadds anlhor Banm regame
Ters oAl ab legllmacy a1y Atensent et ion wil not be ober-
A" Th Ul 1o Moo 1 st ply raksed ins desin 100 s week for
L0 M0 MR Lpising agains! B (egime, Saying mare than s 000
Pecpie o Loon Nbed

The statement Dy Camaclan Fooeion A¥ars Mister Johin Balrd
came e day new s ions the Arab League Fnposed ook effect
retd g comersercial Dy s 1o e feoen Dermences By sbou! 50 per
el DR e 5 8 Canacibanss Ao e e Sprks o s00m a8 possd ie
withe Bhatls are o8 i batde The iesdaley saved there aew abou 5000
Canadars in the country "Our Dest atvice & B0 leave Sptia e dd
iy Ly Sy avalabie means 00 whde optioos exket.” Bakd sald na
saylement.

Conadd has been aovsing Hs otizens to leyve jos some time, bt
the new call for 2 volumtary evacuation |s more uepent. Bt told 3
Provss corfeimrrs Thorsday Dl Assatds segimm T loal 31 gl lmacy
Aot s Ao ment Bederdont woll nol b Dobera e ™ M sauad 1118 Decom-
Ingincreasing by citScu R for Canadian dplamats and cossubar officlal
L0 Q0 Uiy jobis Luncker Mot restrictices imposed by Swia

"CANSARNG wino Fom N N a Country despine Bis warming should
be awore Bt the govermment of Canada's abiity to prostde consular
wzistonce may be extremedy Imited” because of the restrictions. his

stdermerd skt Babedd said e evacuation call sl opse an “wxpress
Lanne” pcecnes QEANITTITIAN ] cuga tmon s 10 Neldp Canacban abiaen e
documrs Uy need 10 ave Syt immed iely. - AP

and positioas of those who gove the
opde s bosdaoat and KL =od Arma
DNeistal, the watchdogs xsaxiale
director (O emerpencies

"Each and every oftical named
In this report, up to the very highest
lewels of the Syruan governmess,
should amswer for their crimes
ogaanest the Syriam people,” Neistat
saad, ugging the UN Security Coun-
ol e refor the case e the Intéma-
tomal Crimingl Court. Because
Syria is not an 1OC member, the
court can only nervese after a Se-
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curny Council peteornd, a move tha
woukl Be sulbypect 1o 0 veta by per-
manest members Chins and Da-
e s oy Ruesa.

Russiz, Wiach aloog with China
blocked o resodutiva condemnin
Assad in October, said thas w

the West s pursuing an agesda of

“regme chonge” by pusting pees-
sure on Damascus bul 208 an
armed groups. French Foreign
Minister Aldn Mppe appealod fora
change of et by Eelling and
Moscow, — AFT
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