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From the standpoint of methodology the 
above mentioned examples serve to indi-
cate how a casuistry of political science 
would have to be understood. In medi-
cine and law, casuistry is an indispen-

sable aid to gain insight in what is typi-
cal and comparable; in political science 
based on the historical and sociological 
experience casuistry is still in its early 

stages. A reliable casuistry must be based 
on a classification of the different vari-

ables of political events and on the effort 
to link these variables to each other. This 

theoretical concern can be exemplified 
in a particularly useful way by looking 

at cyclic processes. It is hard to deny that 
the various stages of a cyclical process 

can be supported by a comparative casu-
istry; it would prove that the typical com-
parable stage in social and historical re-
ality shows numerous and in some detail 
divergent variants. However, by linking 
these stages with a cyclic sequence, we 

realize that they represent a certain level 
in a political process despite their differ-
ences. They attain typical significance.

The alterable, the incessant change, the 
never static current of political action must 
be taken as the basic phenomenon par ex-
cellence; therefore we can only try to recog-
nize and record the outlines and the move-
ments of this constantly changing creature 
we call politics of which there is no image. 
It is those political forms and structures 
we denote by the name of certain forms of 
government, corporations, offices, consti-
tutions, legal institutions, social forces that 
come to our aid. These stages of a process 
are expressed in the arts and fashions in a 
meaningful and formulaic manner.

Returning to our consideration of cyclic 
processes – from which we can only pick 
out a few examples in this brief study – we 
once more state that both the political mi-
crocosm of small states and city states as 
well as the macrocosm of large states and 
power states undergo the change of forms 
in several stages. There is an analogy be-
tween these different stages which need 
to be considered as the steps of the cyclic 
process: they are not identical, but simi-
lar, because they belong to the same type.

Not only the replacement of one form 
of government by another is of cyclic 

character; the outside relations of a state 
ascending to power are subject to a cyclic 
sequence of steps as well: they range from 
a community’s claim of the bare right to 
exist to its struggle for independence and 
further on to the expansion of its territo-
ry, then the defense of the newly acquired 
against those who begin to fear this ex-
pansion. Usually internal and external cri-
ses of growth proceed in a parallel way, 
not otherwise, because at their peak the 
consolidation of the state authority in the 
interior and the positioning of power to-
wards the outside world run simultane-
ously whereas internal decline and decay 
symptoms of the often crucial external cri-
sis, which will break the power of a state 
or the empire, precede.

It is worth noting the parallels between 
what is commonly called domestic poli-
cy and foreign policy while no primacy of 
one side or the other – as one historical 
school has claimed – can be stated, only 
mutual dependency. Again, in typical, i.e. 
comparable cases, a particular inner sit-
uation, some crisis situation can encour-
age the authorities to change their foreign 
policy; on the other hand a foreign policy 
issue can lead to a change in the construc-
tion of the state or its laws. It would also 
not be difficult to demonstrate through a 

reliable casuistry this interference and in-
terdependence of internal and external 
policy, including changing influence of 
the one by the other. In other words, there 
is a mutual dependency between the cyclic 
processes inside the states and their rela-
tionships to each other.

The cyclic nature of government crises 
and revolutions has often been referred to. 
The fall of what has become weak and in-
adequate is initially greeted with almost 
unanimous hope of better conditions. In 
this euphoria the future is looked at with 
confidence; there is talk of freedom and 
justice, bread and peace, and the people hail 
the new men. But the dichotomies won’t 
be long in coming. Moderate and radical 
forces are fighting for power. The revolu-
tion breaks the chains, a huge internal pres-
sure breaks new ground, shatters the famil-
iar surface, and from now on the political 
and social events are like a natural disaster, 
a flood, a fire, the eruption of a volcano. 
The forces of chaos can only be tamed by 
the terror from above, a terror claiming to 
be the only one that can embody the revo-
lution, interpret its meaning correctly, lead 
it to its goals, which includes the disem-
powerment, the expulsion, and the physi-

Cyclic processes in political life
A hardly known and seldom discussed text by Jean-Rodolphe von Salis from the year 1971 – Part 3
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”Cyclic processes in political life” 
continued from page 1

cal destruction of the enemy. These phe-
nomena are known, there are many events 
in the Greek and Roman history that give 
evidence; there are sufficient examples 
of these outbursts of collective madness 
and gruesome violence existing in Crom-
well’s England, in Robespierre’s France, in 
Lenin’s and his successor’s Russia, in Hit-
ler’s Germany, temporally close to us in 
Mao Tse-tung’s China, but also in local up-
heavals at the end of the Middle Ages – in 
Italian city-states, in the German Anabap-
tist’s city of Munster, etc.

A comparative study of these reigns 
of terror, whose victims are not only old 
traditions and practices, institutions and 
laws, but in the course of which the norms 
of law and morality, the dictates of hu-
manity and cultural values are disregard-
ed, would bring to light how even these 
apparently chaotic and destructive pro-
cesses follow an internal regularity – as 
they undergo similar stages, which togeth-
er add up to a cycle of obsession, their ex-
cesses and their inner exhaustion. We 
must again be reminded of the patholog-
ical nature of such operations and of sci-
ence’s task to examine those phenomena 
which can be subsumed as “social pathol-
ogy” and which science has not undertak-
en so far. They can be recognized by their 
symptoms. C.G. Jung said that there were 
mental diseases whole nations were af-
flicted with. But no less worthy of atten-
tion is the cycle of recovery with its re-
storative tendencies, its rehabilitation of 
certain apparently indispensable norms of 
social life, its new respect for the institu-

tions and laws, a good administration and 
court practice, which takes proper pro-
ceedings all the more seriously because 
it does no longer want to be reminded of 
arbitrary acts, revolutionary tribunals and 
mass executions.

A special attention is required for the 
analysis of cyclic processes in the body 
politic, whose institutions have remained 
stable over long periods of time and give 
the impression of being unchanging. One 
would think that in England not much has 
changed since its Glorious Revolution be-
cause no new revolution, no coup, no civil 
war has shaken the stability of the state 
structure. And it is tempting to equate the 
almost religious loyalty to the constitu-
tion and the devotion to the principles pro-
claimed by the fathers of the republic that 
characterize the political life of the United 
States of America with immutability of the 
political reality in this state.

An English historian once called the par-
liamentary practice of his country, which 
gives all state power to that party which 
emerged victorious from free elections, a 
“legalized civil war”. Considering the often 
passionate vehemence of parliamentary or 
presidential elections in states with liber-
al democratic institutions, this expression 
is justified. The election campaigns, espe-
cially when they are done with the tech-
nical means of modern mass media, may 
then have something of a civil war in itself. 
But the laws of democratic states protect 
this form of political struggle, under the as-
sumption that the outcome of the elections 
is respected by everybody, which means 
that the form of government itself and its 
procedural rules are not questioned. What 
constitutes  the stability of the Anglo-Saxon 
democracies is precisely this consensus, i.e. 

opposition is only permitted within the ex-
isting institutions, but not in a revolt against 
these institutions.

On the European continent, in almost 
every major state there is an opposition 
against the prevailing political and social 
system apart from the opposition within 
the government; hence it happened more 
than once in the past and always has to be 
expected as a latent threat that the liberal 
democratic electoral process is only used 
as a means of bringing about a different po-
litical and social structure by revolutionary 
parties. The cyclic processes in the conti-
nental European countries become more 
apparent because they periodically tend to 
change their government institutions, so 
that a different political regime express-
es a new level of development, whereas in 
Anglo-Saxon countries the cyclic process 
happens within the constitutional and in-
stitutional framework. The American po-
litical science has then to determine cyclic 
processes, as for example by pointing out 
that – without touching the Constitution – 
under certain administrations, a “Presiden-
tial Government”, and under other admin-
istrations a “Congressional Government” 
take place. There are, however, apart from 
these variants of political practice, also 
much deeper reaching processes in poli-
tics, legislation, relationships with the out-
side world, economic and social structure 
of both Britain and America whose impact 
on the meaning of the constitution and tra-
dition is much greater.  •
Source: J.R. von Salis. Geschichte und Politik. Be-
trachtungen zur Geschichte und Politik. Beiträge 
zur Zeitgeschichte. Zurich 1971, Orell Füssli pub-
lishing house. Part III, pages 138–143. Part IV will 
be submitted to discussion in a further edition of 
our newspaper. 
(Translation Current Concerns)

On 26 June 2013, Federal Councillor Di-
dier Burkhalter presented the proposal of 
the Federal Council on the so-called “in-
stitutional question” to media representa-
tives. It was worked out jointly by repre-
sentatives of the EU and representatives of 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA). According to his proposal Swit-
zerland should be prepared in order to 
conclude more bilateral treaties with the 
EU, to adapt its law to EU law and to fol-
low the judiciary of the European Court of 
Justice. Also with regard to the existing bi-
lateral agreements, EU law and EU judici-
ary is to be binding in the future.

It has been known for quite a while 
that the Federal Council is contrary to his 
constitutional mandate prepared to pave 

the supposedly indispensable continua-
tion of the bilateral way sacrificing the 
independence and sovereignty of Switzer-
land. Readers of Current Concerns have 
known since January: Even before the 
EU Commission had cracked the whip to-
wards Switzerland – a blatant violation 
of international duties in dealing with 
a sovereign state – the Federal Council 
had already started to eat the the hum-
ble pie. In June 2012 Eveline Widmer-
Schlumpf most humbly offered to push 
takeover of EU legislation into the Swiss 
legal system. Barroso graciously accept-
ed this genuflection, offered some sugar 
lumps and insisted for the rest that Swit-
zerland had to kindly take over the entire 
EU rules including judiciary, if she want-

ed to conclude or continue intergovern-
mental agreements with the major power 
in Brussels. He ended with the blunt re-
quest to shell out further billions for Cro-
atia and other countries (cf. Current Con-
cerns No. 4 of 21 January).

In the meantime representatives of the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA) – as Barroso announced at that 
time – teamed up with a EU delegation in 
order to smoothly settle the “institution-
al question” as determined by the Brus-
sels dictates. This is just what the version 
looks like which the head of the (FDFA) 
revealed on 26 June in Berne.

The long march into the EU – to step back into the 
ranks is imperative for the Swiss Federal Council!

We leave it at that: No foreign law and no foreign judges
by Dr iur Marianne Wüthrich

continued on page 3
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”The long march …” 
continued from page 2

“Solution of the institutional question” 
equals submission under EU-law and 

EU-judges

To “consolidate” the bilateral approach in 
the relations between Switzerland and the 
EU the institutional structure of the re-
lationship Switzerland-EU must “be re-
newed”, as the Federal Council states in 
its media release.

The “renewal of the institutional struc-
ture” planned in the FDFA looks as fol-
lows in concrete terms:

Quote according Didier Burkhalter: 
“four open points need to be settled:
– To align the law: Which procedures 

allow to take over new law, i.e. how can 
adjustments of treaties be done, which 
may result from any new legal develop-
ments (so that our agreements stay up 
to date guaranteeing full access to the 
market and keeping the legal frame-
work consistent)?

– Interpretation of this EU law: How to 
interpret a legal act in a specific case?

– Monitoring on Swiss territory: Are the 
agreements applied correctly?

– Settlement of disputes: By which pro-
cedures should disagreement between 
the EU and Switzerland with regard to 
the application of the agreements be 
settled?” (European policy of Swit-
zerland: Institutional questions and 
medium term strategy of the Federal 
Council, speech (“speaking points” in 
German Newspeak) by Didier Burkhal-
ter at the press conference on 26 June 
2013)

1. Legal adjustment
“Contract adjustments as a result of new 
legal developments” means in plain “Eng-
lish: international treaties, which Switzer-
land and the EU have concluded, signed 
and ratified, would suddenly no longer 
apply, but would have to be “adapted” to 
the EU-internal legislative changes.

However much the Federal Council as-
serts that it was not an “automatic”, but 
“dynamic” takeover of EU law, that the 
“principles of direct democracy and the 
independence of the country would be re-
spected”: the fact is that Federal Council-
lor Burkhalter is already anticipating what 
we would be in for in case of a NO by 
the Swiss sovereign: We have to nod, so 
that “our agreement is up to date, full ac-
cess to the market is given and the legal 
framework remains consistent.” To talk 
no mince matters:  If we say NO (that is 
that we prefer the Swiss legal system to 
a “concerted [EU] framework”), the EU 
would cancel its agreements with Switzer-
land (as they would be “out-of-date”) and 
cut off access to the market for our com-

panies (market access would no longer be 
“complete”).

We Swiss know the Federal Council’s 
tactics from earlier decisions only too 
well: If the parliament or (in the case of a 
facultative referendum) the people do not 
nod, the “guillotine” from Brussels will 
threaten us, they say, which means that all 
bilateral treaties would  expire and we are 
in an unregulated condition.

It’s all right then! Let them  cancel the 
contracts – then we could finally limit the 
passage of trucks again in accordance with 
our Alpine Protection Article in the Fed-
eral Constitution and can organize the 
immigration according to our own laws. 
The Aviation Agreement is a waste any-
way thanks to the unilateral massive re-
strictions of air traffic from and to the Zu-
rich airport by Germany (covered by the 
ECJ!), and we’d love to do without the 
Tax Savings Agreement. The global com-
panies, whose businesses run more profit-
able without state frontiers, will find a way 
without  bilateral agreements, we mustn’t  
worry about this.

 2. Interpretation of EU-law
If now the EU changes its law in  future, 
the Joint Committees (commissions, con-
sisting of Swiss and EU representatives) 
as defined in the bilateral treaties would 
have to agree on the adaptation of the rel-
evant treaty. If there is disagreement, both 
parties could request “an interpretation of 
relevant EU law by the European Court 
of Justice”. The joint committee would be 
obliged “to implement a solution based 
on this interpretation.” The Swiss Federal 
Court as well could demand “a legal inter-
pretation by the European Court of Justice 
before it passes a judgment”. (Speaking 
points).

In plain English: the Supreme Court 
of Switzerland, the Swiss Federal Court, 
would have to apply EU law rather than 
Swiss law and would have to ask the Eu-
ropean High Court like each EU member, 
how to interpret EU law! Everyone who 
has ever heard anything about Political 
Science understands that this would sound 
the bell for the end of the sovereignty and 
independence of the Nation State Switzer-
land. 

It is downright cynical if Federal Coun-
cillor Burkhalter talks this “solution” up 
as the best and even claims he has fig-
ured it out together with the EU at the re-
quest of the Federal Assembly: “any new 
national or supra-national independent 
monitoring body will be waived. This is a 
wish that the parliamentary commissions 
(APK), which are rather skeptical about a 
new national monitoring authority, had ex-
pressed in the context of the consultations 
in spring 2012.” (Speaking points)

Yes, okay: It takes actually no new 
court, because Switzerland and its Su-

preme Court are subordinated to the inter-
pretation of the law by a court that already 
exists: the European Court of Justice. The 
Federal Court is still allowed to execute 
the implementation of the foreign judg-
ments, degrading it to an auxiliary troop 
of external judges – Swiss sovereignty is 
not ensured as a result! This is for sure not 
meant by the APK of the National Coun-
cil and Council of States: that instead of a 
new monitoring body the European Court 
of Justice will be set above Switzerland 
instead!

3. Monitoring of the employment 
of EU-law in Switzerland

According to the Federal Council the 
monitoring of the enforcement of the con-
cluded agreements will be done by na-
tional authorities – after the ECJ has been 
asked for its interpretation of the law, 
mind you! In the press release as well as 
the verbal statements by Burkhalter in 
front of the media on 26 June remarks of 
the Federal Councillor on this point were 
extremely sparse.

Whether the EU instances addicted to 
centralism would tolerate that the Swiss 
authorities monitored the implementation 
themselves, remains open. Let’s rather not 
wait and see, what happens!

4. Disputes in  
the event of disagreement 

 between Switzerland and the EU
Burkhalter asserts that the European 
Court of Justice cannot sentence Swit-
zerland in the event of a dispute. It could 
“‘only’ do just an interpretation of the law 
binding the joint committee with regards 
to the interpretation of internal market 
legislation in a specific context.” (Speak-
ing points)

Does the Federal Council think we are 
fools? Switzerland loses its sovereign-
ty if a foreign power will commit us to 
take over their future legislation – which 
we do not yet know and whose construc-
tion we are not involved in – and if a for-
eign court tells us how we have to apply 
this law. No sophistry can downplay this. 
It is definitely not “calming” us down, that 
“the Supreme Court in its interpretation of 
the agreements is largely based on the ju-
diciary of the European Court of Justice 
already now.” (Speaking points) The Su-
preme Court has  to bloody-well stick to 
Swiss law, not to EU-law!

Conclusion: We leave it at that:  
no foreign law and no foreign judges

In spite of all the attempts to hide and to 
calm down by the Federal Council, one 
thing is clear:  Switzerland would be 
placed under foreign law and foreign judg-

continued on page 4
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mw. “First of all there will be no more new 
market access agreements with the EU 
without any institutional superstructure.”

Here it should be noted that it is very 
questionable if the Swiss electorate ever 
wants and needs more agreements with 
the EU. According to previous experienc-
es (floods of immigrants and trucks, edu-
cation blessings such as Pisa and Bologna, 
so-called free air traffic with more and 
more restrictions by our northern neigh-
bors, constant pressure on the Swiss finan-
cial center despite very generous savings 
income tax agreement etc.) it is not Swit-
zerland which makes the big gains from 
the previous treaties. The interests of glob-
al corporations do not coincide with the 
interests of Switzerland. 

Here are some of the most momentous 
agreements that the Federal Council wants 
to tie as a package Bilaterals III: 

Energy agreements: In accordance 
with the Federal Council and according 
to the international energy companies the 
boundless liberalised electricity trans-
port is most urgent of all so that accord-
ing to daily newspapers Switzerland could 
“strengthen its role as an electricity hub in 
Europe” (“Neue Zürcher Zeitung” of 27 
June 2013).

No thank you, we better keep our 
water castle and the many plants in the 
Alps and on the rivers in the hands of 
cantons and communes. Power compa-
nies such as Axpo or BKW would do bet-
ter to remember the words of the great 
Swiss Niklaus von Flüe “Machet den zun 
nit zu wit!” (Don’t make the door too 
wide open!).

Expansion of the savings tax agreement: 
Due to this agreement Switzerland already 
unilaterally delivers large sums into EU tax 
coffers. The expansion of these payments 
would certainly not be to our advantage. 

Common Security and Defence Poli-
cy (CSDP) framework agreement: In the 
media declaration of the Federal Council 
dated 26 June it was probably “acciden-
tally forgotten”? In the “Speaking Points” 
Federal Councillor Burkhalter mentions 
the agreement quite incidentally in an 
enumeration in brackets. In reality it rep-
resents the closer integration of Switzer-
land into the Common Security and De-
fence Policy (CSDP), more precisely: the 
fellow marching of Swiss troops in mili-
tary EU missions abroad under EU com-
mand. The Federal Council complains 
that in recent CSDP operations (Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Kosovo) “the conditions 
of Swiss participation […] had to be ar-
ranged in ad hoc arrangements. […] In a 
CSDP framework agreement the general 
modalities of this cooperation – status of 
Swiss staff, funding and handling of clas-
sified information – could be set for future 
missions. This would ease the administra-
tive burden.”

Administrative effort or not: We Swiss 
provide no mercenary troops for the EU. 
And we do not need a framework agree-
ment which “would facilitate” such op-
erations, either. The National Council al-
ready made it clear at the planned piracy 
combat mission off Somalia (EU mission 
Atalanta): On 24 September 2009 it clear-
ly rejected the use of Swiss troops under 
foreign command with 102:81 votes. The 
Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey 
already had the CSDP framework agree-
ment up her sleeve at that time; it dis-
appeared quietly in the drawer after the 
rejection of Atalanta. Does Didier Burk-
halter try today to stow the mercenary 
agreement as inconspicuously as possi-
ble, hoping that it will be less noticed in a 
package? Far from it, Mr Federal Council-
lor, we citizens do realize such thing quite 

easily and will take you into the respon-
sibility.

Cohesion contribution: And last but 
not least: As reward for submitting itself 
to foreign law and foreign judges and en-
tering into agreements from which primar-
ily the EU will benefit, Switzerland should 
once again be presented the bill: the Fed-
eral Council is considering a remake of 
the enlargement contributions for the 12 
most recent Member States. Moreover, the 
EU has already expressed the demands for 
the new member country of Croatia. 

In the press, these payments are labeled 
as “lubricant for negotiations” (“Neue 
Zürcher Zeitung” of 27 June 2013). Where 
it is right, it is right. However, there isn’t 
anyone in the whole world who smears 
without getting something for it. And all 
this with our taxes.

Pacta sunt servanda –  
the Federal Council has to demand 

that the EU complies with  
international law principles

One of the essential principles of interna-
tional law is the duty of every State to meet 
its contracts with other States (pacta sunt 
servanda). It is well known that the EU (as 
well as its model overseas) does not care 
about its obligations towards Switzerland 
agreed upon in treaties and constantly ex-
presses new claims that lack any legal basis 
in the existing treaties. To our astonishment 
Federal Councillor Burkhalter communi-
cates this behavior of the EU, which is con-
trary to the contracts, in the press release 
of 26 June 2013 in a manner as if it were 
legal: “Secondly, and even much more se-
rious, also the legal basis of the existing 
agreements will erode which will basical-
ly put the bilateral approach in question.”

We Swiss need no further agreements with the EU –  
and certainly not at this price

es by the proposed institutional frame-
work agreement.

Once and for all, the Federal Coun-
cil must openly put on the table that the 
EU leaves no other choice, if Switzer-
land wants to conclude additional bilater-
al agreements further on. Instead, he pre-
tends to have chosen this way to go under 
the foreign yoke voluntarily, because it is 
“best suited to safeguard the interests of 
Switzerland”.

Every connoisseur of the superpower EU 
would have predicted Mr Burkhalter & Co. 
in advance that for Brussels nothing else is 
acceptable than  Switzerland’s subjugation 
under EU law and judiciary or interpreta-
tion of the law of the European Court of Jus-
tice. But for us, the citizens this is out of the 
question! “The people will be able to voice 
their opinion”, said Federal Councillor Di-
dier Burk halter at the press conference of 
26 June 2013. Nice to hear that the elect-
ed representatives remember the existence 
of the sovereign. As it is tradition in Switzer-
land, we citizens take the right, at any time 
– at best right now – to voice our opinion.

In whose interests, actually, is the Fed-
eral Council acting? Do we have to re-
mind him that he has to protect and to up-
hold the interests of Switzerland and of 
the Swiss people in accordance with the 
Constitution? Do we have to place him 
once more under the obligation to full-
fill his constitutional mission, to do eve-
rything possible to ensure the sovereign-
ty and neutrality of Switzerland? (Article 
185 paragraph 1 BV)

We as citizens are asked to speak clear-
ly: Not this way, Mr Federal Councillor! 
Back into the ranks!  •

”The long march…” 
continued from page 3

continued on page 5
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Our difficulties with the United States 
and the European Union keep us busy to 
such an extend  that we tend to forget that 
Switzerland not only has enemies but also 
friends in the world. As strange as it may 
seem, and by a strange turn of the situa-
tion, China and Russia are now our most 
faithful allies, first and foremost: China 
with the imminent signature of the first 
free trade agreement and Russia with in-
viting Switzerland to participate in the 
preparatory work of the G-20 Summit, 
which will be held on 5/6 September this 
year in St. Petersburg.

Given the difficult times Switzerland 
is going through at the moment, it would 
be wise not to forget this and to take care 
to these precious friendships with all due 
caution.

After the fatal relations of the 90s, the 
exchange with Russia has developed fa-
vorably for some ten years and has taken 
another step with the Swiss mediation of 
the conflict with Georgia in the summer 
of 2008 and the Russian decision to in-
vite Switzerland to the preparations of the 
G-20 meeting in 2013. Russia had even in-
vited Switzerland to take seat at the offi-
cial negotiating table at the summit itself, 
but the other members did not want to pay 
us this compliment. Switzerland will now 
have to be content with the starter and the 
dessert. An event that is not at all insig-
nificant.

Thus since December 2012 Switzer-
land may participate in numerous meet-
ings and working groups, and particular-
ly in the quarterly meeting of the Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank Governors. 
For our country this means to be recog-
nized on the global financial market as one 
of the major players, and provides the op-
portunity to satisfy an old ambition. It is 
also an opportunity to reaffirm the very 
good relations with Russia and to contin-
ue the dialogue on financial matters ini-
tiated with the signing of the September 
2011 memorandum.

The G-20 provides Switzerland with 
an opportunity to make known her as-
sessment and her views on various topics: 
for example concerning the implementa-
tion of the banking regulation standards 
(Basel III), and regarding the consolida-
tion of public finances (the Russians are 

very interested in our model of the debt 
brake), as well as regarding the measures 
to be taken to revive economic growth or 
energy sustainability. Finally, Switzer-
land has the opportunity to participate in 
the debate on the current issue No. 1, the 
cross-border taxation, and to ensure that 
the criteria (for example automatic ex-
change of information) will be the same 
for all.

The cooperation between the two coun-
tries is also very vivid with respect to the 
OECD. Now after Russia’s accession to 
the WTO, it has stood for the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation as a can-
didate. The entrance examination is a rath-
er stern one, in particular regarding the 
fight against corruption, the transparen-
cy of capital markets, legal security and 
independence of the judiciary. Switzer-
land supports this candidacy and provides 
her expertise in these areas. Regarding tax 
transparency Berne is also very active in 
the Global Forum on Transparency and 
Exchange of Information for Tax Pur-
poses and in the fight against tax erosion 
(Base Erosion and Profit Shifting, BEPS), 
a phenomenon which begins to occupy the 
Russian government seriously as a result 
of the mandate, which the G-20 gave the 
OECD by last year.

This outstanding institutional coopera-
tion is evident also in two initiatives com-
ing from the business world in the last two 
weeks. On 28 May Switzerland conducted 
an international conference on transparen-
cy in commodity markets in Geneva and 
on 18 May a forum for Swiss-Russian in-
novation of high quality could be held in 
Lausanne for the first time.

In business, the Cyprus crisis and dis-
trust of Russia towards the Anglo-Sax-
on financial markets may have presumed 
a massive Russian financial transfer to-
wards the Swiss financial market place. 
This indeed takes place, but all in all to 
a modest degree. The banks remain cau-
tious and are, due to the bad experienc-
es with America, much more vigilant as 
to the origin of capital. Singapore, and 
to a lesser extent Dubai now serve as an 
offshore hub for Russian assets. But the 
trend remains favorable, Geneva is attrac-
tive due to its neutrality, its close ties to 
Moscow, the importance of the Russian-

speaking management team and its tour-
ist attractions.

What has changed in recent months 
is the decline of the nomenklatura’s for-
eign travel fever he and raging real estate 
purchases. The recent measures taken by 
the Russian government have put an end 
to countless study- and pleasure trips of 
the deputies, the leaders of the govern-
ment and the provinces and senior offi-
cials, and have prohibited the purchase of 
second homes abroad. The capital move-
ment is not yet affected by this. It would 
be wise also to envisage the latter, because 
the state, as anywhere else, is looking for 
new revenue, as oil and gas cannot guar-
antee these to a sufficient extent. The per-
manent capital flow out of the country also 
starts to cause worry at the highest level.

At the level of  business the climate re-
mains positive and the exchange continues 
to take place. In early September a busi-
ness delegation of western Switzerland 
will travel to Kazan in Tatarstan follow-
ing the contacts established in 2009 on the 
occasion of the Vaud week in Moscow. In 
October a business trip to Turkmenistan 
in the CIS is provided, an exotic Repub-
lic but  rich in oil and gas, the President of 
which was received last year during an of-
ficial visit in Berne.

Switzerland must not be disturbed in 
the present situation, as it remains a privi-
leged partner of Russia, may it be only be-
cause she is not a member of the European 
Union, and therefore stands apart with re-
spect to geopolitical challenges.

This also means that Switzerland has 
to assess future developments, such as the 
fact that Moscow will want to sign also 
an agreement on the automatic exchange 
of information as part of future bilateral 
agreements and that the time is very fa-
vorable for promoting the negotiations 
for a free trade agreement with Russia, 
or rather the Customs Union Russia-Be-
larus-Kazakhstan – despite the difficulties 
of four-way negotiations.

Under the current circumstances and 
despite some foreseeable medium-term 
limitations Russia remains by far the best 
ally of Switzerland on the international 
stage.  •
Source: Le Temps on 24.6.2013
(Translation Current Concerns)

Russia – our best ally
by Guy Mettan, President of the Chamber of Commerce Switzerland-Russia & CIS

The legal basis of the existing agree-
ments, in particular the Bilateral Agreements 
I and II are written down in the agreement 
texts, Mr Federal Councillor. Without the 

consent of Switzerland no iota is done about 
this, whether EU law is eroding or not. 

In plain language, Burkhalter’s com-
ment says: Whether Switzerland wants 
to conclude new contracts with the EU or 
not, we will be forced in any case to take 
over future EU legislation and to submit to 

the jurisdiction of the European Court of 
Justice, also in relation to the existing Bi-
lateral Agreements. 

Once again: Must we remind the mem-
bers of the Federal Council that they have 
to serve Switzerland and the Swiss people, 
and not a foreign power?  •

”We Swiss need no …” 
continued from page 4
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On 22 September the Swiss people will 
vote on the the GSoA’s (Group for Swit-
zerland without an Army) umpteenth initi-
ative, which this time is battling in favour 
of  the abolition of compulsory military 
service, that is the liquidation of the ob-
ligatory militia army. Just as the wolf who 
shows its white paw, the GSoA has rec-
ognized that its goal to abolish the army 
would not be achieved so quickly and nei-
ther would  it be clever to directly attack 
the militia structure of the army. It there-
fore argues that the army should be stood 
on a merely voluntary basis. Their ridic-
ulous argumentation is that it would be 
much nicer if people could freely decide 
for themselves. So why not advocate vol-
untary school, voluntary work, voluntary 
tax? The initiators obviously reckon with 
the young Swissmen’s’ renouncement of 
the military service. As a result the army 
would disappear which is the GSoA’s real 
goal, anyway. Let us not forget that. Many 
citizens might fall into this trap.

The GSoA claims that with this step 
Switzerland would follow the tendency of 
most European countries that have abol-
ished compulsory military service. It does 

not mention, however, that these coun-
tries are maintaining professional armies 
now. The initiative pretends to abolish the 
compulsory military service by maintain-
ing the militia army which is unrealistic. 
If the number of volunteers is insufficient 
one will have to promise a considerable 
pay to attract volunteers. And this would 
equal a professional army. Far too expen-
sive! Even worse: the example of France, 
England and the US shows that they have 
such great difficulty with the recruitment 
that they have to resort to  fringe groups. 
In contrast to today, when all profession-
al competences are represented in the 
army making it highly efficient, the mili-
tary training would then take up the basic 
training of the soldiers. At what price? 
Our neighbours are doing it. But the per-
sonnel turnover is so high that this task is 
endless. And do not forget the danger of a 
Rambo-army. 

The initiators falsely claim that the cit-
izens will encounter a future without con-
flict and risk, whereas everything is indi-
cating that the world is, on the contrary, in 
a highly conflictual situation. For exam-
ple, it is naive and criminal to leave Swit-

zerland without protection and a task force 
in the case of uncontrolled immigration, 
terrorist actions or natural catastrophies. It 
is shocking, that this is signed by the SP as 
a government party. The more so as with 
the abolition of the obligatory military ser-
vice the civil defence service and alterna-
tive civilian service, which are both com-
mitted to peace, would vanish.

Finally, let us not forget that the com-
pulsory military service in which the cit-
izens engage themselves for the common 
good is integral part of the Swiss set of 
values which defines that rights are bound 
to duties. Thus the compulsory military 
service promotes the spirit of the militia 
which then stimulates the whole Swiss 
system and the spirit of its society. All in 
all, the compulsory military service is not 
an insignificant issue which one could eas-
ily divest oneself of. 

It has become evident to you now that 
this fall is going to be hot. This may not 
hinder you to spend excellent holidays!  •

Source: Le Temps of 5.7.2013

(Translation Current Concerns)

Undermining the militia army  
would mean the downfall of Switzerland!

by Marie-Hélène Miauton
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continued on page 8

The introduction of the veto in the Canton of Baselland
An important step in the development of direct democracy in Switzerland

by PhD René Roca

As a historian, the author has been deal-
ing with the issue for quite some time as 
part of his research focus on “History of 
direct democracy in Switzerland”. In Sep-
tember 2006, he founded the “Forum zur 
Erforschung der direkten Demokratie” 
(Forum for the Study of direct democra-
cy) which since 2008 has been hosted at 
the Centre for Democracy Studies (ZDA) 
in Aarau. In this context, the author or-
ganizes a workshop at least once a year 
with the aim of consolidating the history 
of democracy in Switzerland.1

On 9–10 September 2010 the au-
thor conducted the scientific conference 
“Ways towards  direct democracy in the 
Swiss cantons” in cooperation with the 
ZDA. The objective of the conference was 
to determine the status of Swiss democ-
racy research. Since the end of 2011 a 
conference volume has been published.2 
Now the task is to conduct further de-
tailed cantonal studies and a theoretical 
discourse to deepen the findings. To this 
end, the author has recently published a 
first research volume.3

With the Canton of Baselland anoth-
er example will now be examined more 
closely.

Formation and development of direct 
democracy in the Swiss cantons

During the time period between 1798 and 
1848 Switzerland laid the foundation for 
the emergence and development of direct 
democracy based on three theoretical ele-
ments, namely on modern natural law, the 
cooperative principle and the idea of peo-
ple’s sovereignty.4

1. Although from the 18th century on the 
processes of change in the political sys-
tem and the political culture of Switzer-
land have emanated from partially dif-
ferent conditions in the Confederate 
places (cantons), the results were simi-
lar in terms of democratic institutions. In 
the European context, there are indeed 
similar initial conditions, but virtually 
no comparable political processes.

2. As for some time in France, but in con-
trast to other European countries, liber-
al representative constitutional systems 
based on natural law developed very 
early in the Swiss cantons in the wake of 
the French Revolution and Helvetic Rev-
olution. The Canton of Ticino was the 
first to introduce a liberal constitution. 
In the course of regeneration ten other 
cantons followed from 1830 on, in which 
liberal representative constitutions were 
implemented.5 In the context of the 

Swiss Confederation, the sovereignty 
provided the cantons with scope for in-
ternal reforms which from 1815 on were 
also promoted by the permanent neutral-
ity recognized by international law.

3. The cantonal constitutions – in 1832 
also the one of “Baselland” (Basel-
Country) – were supplemented since 
the 1830s in the context of the Swiss 
Confederation and in contrast to Eng-
land and France (individual states in 
the United States followed not before 
the end of the 19th century), with di-
rect democratic instruments, first with 
the veto; later they were extended by a 
mandatory or optional referendum and 
as such also transferred on to the na-
tional level. This created – in addition 
and together with the development of 
legislative and constitutional initiative 
– a democratic model that is unique in 
Europe and in the world until today.

4. In the historical and geographical 
area of Switzerland, it was especially 
the rural population as a real people’s 
movement in this process of democra-
tization who constituted and sponsored 
liberal and direct democratic concepts 
and claims. The rural people’s move-
ments ultimately implemented  direct 
democracy – also in Baselland. The 
decisive factor was the temporary con-
nection and / or the mutual stimula-
tion of early socialist, progressive ap-
proaches and Catholic conservative 
ideas that both pursued the same goal 
in different theoretical ways: to cre-
ate more direct democracy and thus 
to realize the political concretiza-
tion of people’s sovereignty. This was 
in contrast to liberal concepts, which 
preferred a representative democracy. 
Thus, a longue durée of political and 
cooperative culture was continued, re-
newed and strengthened in the 19th cen-
tury referring back to the late Middle 
Ages. We also have to consider the co-
operative democracy of the “Landsge-
meinde”6 in this context, which met 
with great interest particularly among 
the Swiss rural population. The “Volk-
stage” (cantonal assemblies), carried 
out in different cantons from 1830 on, 
were explicitly called “Landsgemein-
den”. Also in Baselland various public 
meetings were designated as “Landsge-
meinden” and in 1832 – in the course of 
the debates of the Constitutional Coun-
cil – several voters suggested introduc-
ing a “Landsgemeinde” in Baselland.

In recent years, the research on direct de-
mocracy in Switzerland has been promot-

ed by some detailed studies.7 Although 
these studies provide illuminating an-
swers to detailed questions, many research 
fields are still lying idle. What the studies 
clearly demonstrate is that the genesis of 
direct democracy took place historically 
in very different ways and that the canton-
al context, i.e. the respective cantonal po-
litical culture was responsible for this va-
riety. Subsequently, the Canton of Basel 
is considered in more detail. The text is 
going to be expanded later to a more de-
tailed study.

3. The introduction of the veto 
 in the Canton of Baselland

Prior to its introduction in Baselland, it 
was the Canton of St. Gallen that imple-
mented the veto in 1831. This happened 
in the context of the debate of the Consti-
tutional Council in St. Gallen which must 
be referred to as a real compromise be-
tween the introduction of a representative 
democracy (as in other regenerated can-
tons) and the demand for a mandatory ref-
erendum for decisions of the legislature.8

Approximately one year after St. Gal-
len, the founding fathers in Baselland in-
troduced the veto. Paragraph 40 of the 
Constitution of 27 April 1832 reads as 
follows:

Liberty tree of Binningen (1832)
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“The ‘Landrath’ (Cantonal Coun-
cil) is the highest authority of the 
Canton of Baselland, and as such it 
exercises the legislative power and 
the overall supervision of all au-
thorities.

A law, however, becomes only 
valid if within 14 days of the publi-
cation if it is not rejected by at least 
two-thirds of the sovereign people 
stating the reasons in letters to the 
Landrath (veto).” 9

It then took nearly ten years until in 1841 
the veto was embodied in the Canton Lu-
cerne’s totally revised constitution.10 The 
veto in Baselland differed in its refinement 
from the one in St. Gallen (and also from 
that in Lucerne), but nevertheless it had a 
great effect for the development of direct 
democracy in Switzerland in the course 
of the Regeneration. How did that come 
about?

The lawyer Stephan Gutzwiller (1802–
1875) born in Therwil, a Catholic parish 
in Birseck, made a start. He was a member 
of the Grand Council in Basel and wrote – 
unhappy about the conditions in his can-
ton – a petition to the communal leaders. 
It was decided upon on 18 October 1830 
by about 40 rural citizens, who had gath-
ered secretly in Bad Bubendorf, and was 
handed in with 810 signatures to Mayor 
Wieland’s office on 26 October.11 The pe-
tition contained a request for a new con-
stitution:

“[...] we cherish the intimate con-
viction that the very same princi-
ples of equality which in 1798 were 
accepted and sworn by the people 
and government will be reconstitut-
ed through purposeful introduction 
of a people’s constitution – strictly 
according to the principles of the 
equality document, and in the next 
extraordinary meeting, thus setting 
once again an example for the en-
tire Confederation of the recogni-
tion of the most sacred rights of the 
people, which our most respectful 
request is aiming at.”12

The petition was based on the fact that as 
early as in 1798 the authorities of Basel 
City had granted the rural citizens full 
freedom and equality rights. Now for 
Gutz willer and his supporters it was sim-
ply a matter of reclaiming the rights that 
the countryside had been gradually de-
prived of after 1798. To emphasize these 
claims, Gutzwiller read out the “equality 
document” of 20 January 1798 to the as-
sembly in Bad Bubendorf and the authors 
attached a copy of this document to their 
petition. The “equality document” based 

on the “Liestal four-point-demands” of 13 
January 1798  and taking all formulations 
literally, already included all democrati-
cally relevant contents:

“Accordingly, the entire communes 
of the “Landschaft Basel” (Basel-
Country), inspired by their feeling 
for human dignity and by their inti-
mate commitment to true freedom, 
whose pure pleasure we want to 
share as honest Swiss men with all 
our citizens who we represent, feel 
inclined to call to heart of everyone 
the principles of happy freedom and 
equality [...].”13

The concept of “human dignity” as such 
is a key indicator of modern natural law 
(Pufendorf) and a foundation to the idea 
of people’s sovereignty. The reference to 
the churches – “the entire communes of 
the Landschaft Basel” – all of which were 
constituted in a cooperative way, was a 
further step in the democratization pro-
cess in Switzerland.

In an appeal on 15 January 1798, “com-
mittees” of the rural areas had already 
emphasized the relation to modern natu-
ral law even more clearly: “Citizens! You 
know that the rural people demand their 
natural liberty, a right that is God-given 
and inherent in the nature of every human 
being.”14

The four claims of the “equality docu-
ment” were:

“1. That they [all the communes 
of the Landschaft Basel, author’s 
note] are determined to remain 
Swiss.
2. That they want freedom, equali-
ty, the holy imprescriptible rights of 
man, and a Constitution, for which 
representatives are elected from 
among the people.
3. Close association of urban and 
rural citizens, as belonging to one 
body, who enjoy equal rights and 
freedom, and
4. immediately demand a public 
meeting, to which from city and 
country, according to rules that are 
to be determined, for example one 
in fifty citizens would be chosen who 
might attend the law making pro-
cess in future for the time being.”15

Gutzwiller and his colleagues appealed 
to these equality rights that had then been 
granted to the countryside. Although the 
“equality document” said that “the pre-
vious relations between city and country 
have well been destroyed in a way that in 
eternal times the same would never come 
to light again”16, it took only a few years 
until the aristocratic form of government 
in the city and the unequal relationship 
to the countryside found their way back. 
This was due to the failure of the Helvet-

ic Republic in 1798 and the de facto resto-
ration of the pre-revolutionary conditions 
from 1815 on.

In this sense, the revolution of 1798 
in Baselland, as in other cantons (eg, in 
the Canton of Lucerne), marked a cen-
tral point of reference for the revolutions 
of Regeneration Time in 1830. So Gutz-
willer and his associates continued where 
“the patriots” had stopped in 1798.17 The 
“petition” reads as follows:

“In this repeal of equality and the 
unlawful way it was done, we see 
the utter annihilation of the sacred 
rights, ensured to us and sworn by 
nature, by documents and by the 
solemn oath sworn to God; and we 
see in it the abolition of the bond, 
which earlier united the city and 
the countryside into one body; and 
we finally see in it the seeds of dis-
cord between city and countryside, 
which are expressed on every outer 
and inner occasion, and will soon-
er or later lead our common father-
land towards destruction.”18

So that was a clear signal that the people 
were willing to renew the common bond 
with the city, but not at any price.

Due to this pressure the Grand Coun-
cil agreed upon a revision of the constitu-
tion, whose beginnings had already been 
discussed since 1829. The common de-
nominator of the resistance on the territo-
ry of the Baselland was not from the start 
to strive for a separation from the city, but 
included the demand for a representation 
in the Grand Council. The inadequate rep-
resentation of the countryside in the Grand 
Council – a major criticism of political 
circles around Gutzwiller – was, however, 
not resolved with the proposed revision of 
the Constitution. As a result, the country-
side was indeed granted a bit more free-
dom but no equality. It was intended that 
the countryside could now claim a major-
ity of the seats, but only 79 of 154 seats, 
although twice as many people lived there 
as the city. That did, however, not meet the 
equality granted to the countryside in the 
“equality document”.

The people from the countryside 
did not easily give in and organized a 
“Landsgemeinde” on 4 January 1831 in 
Liestal with 2,000 to 3,000 people, which 
made the popularity of direct democrat-
ic approach of the “Landsgemeinde” ob-
vious, even in Baselland. The list of de-
mands was: Representation in the Grand 
Council according to the number of peo-
ple, equal rights,  political and civil ones, 
a directly elected Constitutional Commis-
sion (Constitutional Council), and referen-
dum on the revised constitution.19

continued on page 9
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When on 6 January a provisional gov-
ernment was elected in Liestal this was 
the first revolutionary act of the country-
side. Since July 1830 there had been sim-
ilar initiatives in the context of so-called 
“Volks tage” in other cantons of Switzer-
land. The municipal government in Basel 
decided to suppress any rebellion by force 
of arms. Binningen, Allschwil and later 
Lies tal were therefore occupied by the 
military, the provisional government fled 
to Aarau.20

The Swiss Diet tried to exert a moderat-
ing influence on the conflict in Basel, but 
even an amnesty law of the city, however, 
excluding the members of the provisional 
government in Liestal, could not calm the 
souls. The Grand Council adopted the re-
vised Constitution on 12 February 1831. 
The key provisions were: direct election 
of the Grand Council, census, privileges of 
the capital, freedom of labor and also the 
request that the majority of both urban and 
rural areas were necessary for the adop-
tion of the Constitution. The moderately 
liberal constitution was finally adopted on 
28 February 1831 by the majority of the 
urban and also the rural citizens.

However, the provisional government 
did not accept the result and issued a day-
order a few months later in Liestal, which 
released the countryside from obedience to 
the urban government. Again urban troops 
moved against Liestal and cut down the 
Liberty Tree again, but again quit the field 
soon. The Diet interfered more directly in 
this second uprising of the countryside, 
had the Swiss Federal Military occupy the 
Basel countryside and tried to convince 
the city to make concessions to the coun-
tryside. However, the urban leaders were 
not willing to make a move and only or-
dered a vote with which the Basel coun-
tryside communes should show whether 
they wanted to stay with the city or not. 
During the referendum campaign famous 

Basel countrymen criticized the issue and 
recommended abstention. With the vote of 
23 November 1831 a majority of the coun-
tryside spoke out against the separation of 
the city, however, with strong abstention.21

This democratic decision – even with 
only a moderately revised constitution –  
would have been a good foundation to 
tackle the remaining problems together. 
But the urban elite reacted stubbornly and 
decided to take action against opposition-
al communes of the countryside. On 22 
February 1832 the Grand Council decided 
to deprive those communes, which on 23 
November 1831 had not given their con-
sent with a majority of the votes to remain 
with the Canton of Basel, of their public 
administration by 15 March, unless they 
previously professed by majority decision 
to remain with the Canton of Basel. This 
decision affected 46 (of 75) communes: 
four, because a majority had spoken in 
favor of separation and 42, because in the 
wake of a call for abstention no absolute 
majority of the electorate had voted to re-
main with the city. With this magisterial 
very clumsy action on the part of the city 
the way toward complete separation had 
been marked.22

On 17 March 1832 a people’s assembly 
of the 46 “punished” communes in Lies-
tal declared themselves sovereign and thus 
laid the foundation for the new Canton of 
Baselland:

“The separated communes of the 
countryside Basel do no longer rec-
ognize the Constitution of 28 Feb-
ruary 1831 and the subsequent-
ly elected authorities. They form a 
sovereign part of the canton inde-
pendent of the city of Basel named: 
Canton of Baselland.”23

In the center of the decision was the def-
inition of “people’s sovereignty” as Jean-
Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) had de-
scribed it in his “Contrat social” (1762). 
The countryside then chose a constitu-
tional council, which was to rapidly draft 
a constitution for Baselland. The popula-

tion of the countryside was invited to sub-
mit proposals to the Constitutional Coun-
cil with the help of petitions. Similar to 
St. Gallen several petitioners demand-
ed the establishment of a “Landsgemein-
de”. For Baselland the proposal of a single 
central “Landsgemeinde” was to the fore, 
which would have made legislative busi-
ness necessary. The petition was rejected 
in the Constitutional Council, and on the 
grounds that the city could try with unfair 
means to prompt such a public meeting to 
reconnect and thus lose the hard-fought 
independence. This showed that a major-
ity of the Constitutional Council was well 
aware of the disadvantages of a single, 
central “Landsgemeinde” and could eas-
ily imagine possible attempts at influenc-
ing from the city.24

As a consequence, a tough struggle for 
the introduction of the veto began in the 
Constitutional Council. The negotiations 
of the Constitutional Council lasted from 
18 to 27 April 1832. During the negoti-
ations petitions were continuously hand-
ed in, requiring a concretization of peo-
ple’s sovereignty – especially through the 
use of the veto. Petitions on the topics 
“veto” – i.e. the right of citizens to accept 
or reject the law – and “Landsgemeinde” 
were submitted by Binningen, Bottmin-
gen, Münchenstein, Muttenz and Prat-
teln. Of these, four explicitly demanded 
the veto, two of them referring express-
ly on the model of the veto in St. Gallen.25 
It must be emphasized that the Constitu-
tional Council set up a special commission 
for the review of petitions, which report-
ed to the Board about the petitions. Based 
on the submissions, the Commission stat-
ed as a principle: “If the concept of peo-
ple’s sovereignty is to apply in its original 
clarity, the people must be considered as 
the highest authority in the state.”26

On the one hand a vote for a “Landsge-
meinde”, on the other hand, the proposal 
of the veto emerged as a minority opinion 
of the Commission. The majority of the 

(picture gbh)(picture ma)
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Commission wanted to maintain the rep-
resentative system – as in most regenerat-
ed cantons – and only allow the Cantonal 
Council to publish a draft bill before the 
final vote, so that the people could intro-
duce their possible wishes.27

Many liberals – including Gutzwiller 
and his supporters – considered the veto 
an unnecessary and even dangerous insti-
tution. The liberals called the opportunity 
to give the people a legislative power un-
necessary, unimportant and unsystematic. 
Many liberals advocated a theory of rep-
resentation with an air of authority which 
declared the representatives sovereign and 
thus – for the duration of the legislature 
– removed them from any control.28 Such 
liberals were represented in about equal 
numbers in the Constitutional Council as 
radicals who advocated for more direct 
democracy.

One reason that in the end the veto 
still found a majority in the Constitution-
al Council might have been that the pe-
titions with their reasoning, submitted 
to the Constitutional Council, obvious-
ly impressed most of the members. This 
must, however, remain a conjecture, since 
the protocol of the crucial meeting of the 
Constitutional Council of 27 April 1832, 
which finally favored the veto, is unfortu-
nately missing.29 We have to state, howev-
er, that the Constitutional Council – like a 
year earlier in the Canton of St. Gallen – 
had realized that despite all the guarantees 
a law could meet with resistance among 
the people after the final vote in the Can-
tonal Council. The principle of people’s 
sovereignty required a correction to the 
system of representation, which would 
have far-reaching consequences for the 
political culture.30

The veto established in Baselland was 
shaped differently from the one in St. Gal-
len, but also equipped with very high bar-
riers:

“A law will only then become valid, 
however, if not within 14 days of 
the publication at least two-thirds 
of the sovereign people, stating the 
reasons, reject the same in letters to 
the Cantonal Council (veto).”31

As for the veto in Baselland, the process 
could not be called a proper one. The 
only possibility was to submit substan-
tiated objection in letters to the Parlia-
ment within 14 days after the publication 
of a law. In the Canton of Baselland there 
were no single successive stages of the 
procedure as in the Canton of St. Gal-
len. At first glance, this seemed an ad-
vantage, but logistically and due to a lack 
of political experience the required fast 

and reasoned submission had some dis-
advantages.

On 27 April 1832 already, the Con-
stitutional Council of Baselland adopted 
the above-mentioned constitution, which 
apart from the legislative veto included 
the separation of powers and universal suf-
frage for men over 20 years. The Constitu-
tion was submitted for vote to the 54 com-
munal assemblies on 4 May and clearly 
accepted by the voters (with 3996 votes 
against 157).32

This clear declaration of sovereignty 
then escalated the conflict with the city. 
But the new Canton of Baselland was able 
to assert its independence after bloody 
clashes with urban troops. The Swiss Diet 
finally sealed the total separation on 26 
August 1833, “subject to a voluntary re-
unification”.33

The barriers for the veto were lowered 
as early as 1838 with the partly revised 
Constitution. In the first Constitution a 
so-called rigidity period of six years had 
been fixed. This meant in practice that 
during this time the Constitution could 

not be subject to any changes and only 
after this time the Constitution could be 
revised. Again, a Constitutional Council 
was elected, which decreed with respect 
to the veto that an absolute majority of 
the votes was sufficient for now, and that 
the veto letters were to be submitted to 
open communes.

The first two constitutions of 1832 
and 1838 subordinated legislation to 
the veto, but did not exactly determine 
what was meant by “law”. In the course 
of the veto practice, it therefore repeat-
edly happened that veto moves were di-
rected against actual “regulations”. Nei-
ther were the terms clearly defined in the 
legal sense.34

After another twelve years, the barriers 
for the veto were further reduced, and the 
Constitutional Council extended the scope 
of the veto and prolonged the submission 
deadline:

“A law, a generally binding deci-
sion and agreement will (but) only 
become valid if not within 30 days 
of the publication an absolute ma-
jority of the sovereign people object 
through signatures handed in in let-
ters to open communes and stating 
the reasons for the rejection to the 
Cantonal Council (veto).”35

 “Order” and “motion”:  
two liberal factions between  

representative and direct democracy

The construction work from 1832/33 
in the new Canton was anything but 
simple. Soon, two political movements 
emerged. Real parties did not exist back 
then.

Head of the so-called “order move-
ment” was Stephan Gutzwiller, who had 
set the ball rolling with his petition in Oc-
tober 1830 (see above). Gutzwiller consid-
ered a direct democratic state only little 
functional and he took the view of repre-
sentation in terms of a small liberal lead-
ership.36 The principle of the people’s sov-
ereignty was to be confined to the election 
of the legislature and not to be substanti-
ated by other people’s rights. Gutzwiller 
tried to stabilize the revolution after the 
establishment of the independent Can-
ton of Baselland and help enforce a cer-
tain order.

The so-called “motion people”, gath-
ering around Remigius Emil Frey (1803-
1889), became Gutzwiller’s opponents, 
who wanted to go on with the revolution. 
Frey originated from an ancient Basel 
family of officers and as a lecturer at the 
faculty of law sided with the countrymen 
during the turmoil of separation. He did 
this under abandonment of his Basel cit-
izenship, obtaining the honorary citizen-
ship of Münchenstein instead. He also had 
to give up his position at the University of 
Basel, and hence possibly a brilliant uni-
versity career. Frey became a member of 
the provisional government of Baselland 
instead and took a seat on the Constitu-
tional Council. He was a radically-mind-
ed liberal and supported further people’s 
rights in the debates due to a Jacobean 
early socialist conviction. So Frey tried to 
concretize the sovereignty of the people, 
and accordingly rejected the representa-
tive system.37

When it came to give the new Canton 
a constitution, Frey wanted to introduce a 
“Landsgemeinde” in Baselland first. But 
he could not get this proposal passed in 
the Constitutional Council. Therefore, he 
advocated the veto, which was finally es-
tablished in the Constitution.38

Frey had close relationships with the 
professors Wilhelm Snell (1789–1851) 

Stephan Gutzwiller
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and Ignaz Paul Vital Troxler (1780–
1866), who both taught at the Univer-
sity of Basel for some time and who 
influenced him greatly with their under-
standing of democracy and their views on 
modern natural law. Frey adopted Trox-
ler’s direct, blunt language and the fight-
ing spirit which was necessary for the de-
velopment of democracy. In a speech as 
President of the High Court in 1834 he 
argued as follows:

“For two years, you have had the 
freedom but you did not enjoy it be-
cause you have too much respect for 
the authorities. When local coun-
cils, the governor, and especial-
ly the governing council meet, you 
show your respect with deep com-
pliments. You do not need to do so; 
they are your servants, and you are 
the masters; watch them carefully, 
and if they do something you do not 
like, so take them by the collar, then 
they will have respect for you, then 
you are free!”39

The contrast between “order” and “mo-
tion” marked the beginnings of the can-
ton. Both groups published their politi-
cal ideas to the public by making use of 
newspapers. Especially with Frey, the in-
fluence of the press became obvious. He 
became editor of the new radical news-
paper “Baselland’s Popular Paper” which 
was redacted by the Appenzell Pastor Ul-
rich Walser.

The barriers to a veto were, as I said, 
rather high. Frey tried to facilitate the veto 
practice after the first experiences. So in 
1836, he suggested to establish “veto 
rules” to facilitate the procedures in a re-
port:

“The experience of the past one 
and a half years has made clear to 
everyone the necessity of a certain 
standard to ease the cumbersome 
and tedious procedures of a repeat-
ed veto vote for the citizens, but on 
the other hand to make the produc-
tion of a result easier for both the 
audience as well as for the control-
ling authority.”40

Through the cooperation of the author-
ities, an official and reliable character 
would most likely be attributed to the vote 
and the difficult task of a veto, particularly 
the collection of votes during the short pe-
riod until the deadline, could be facilitat-
ed. Frey continued, generally emphasizing 
the importance of the veto:

“If one of the principal provisions of 
our Constitution shall come to life, 
the rightly praised veto institution 
should receive an organic develop-
ment and effectiveness correspond-
ing to its spirit.”41

For the time being, Frey did not succeed 
with his proposals. But later they were 
taken up again, as was for example the 
provision that the communes should as-
sist in the transfer of the veto votes.

Conclusion
The idea of the veto – despite all the bar-
riers – was most consistently carried out 
in the Canton of Baselland. The veto was 
not split  in a veto initiative and a veto ref-
erendum (as in the Canton of St. Gallen 
or from 1841 in the Canton of Lucerne), 
but consisted of the pure statement of ob-
jection by the opponents. The veto in Ba-

selland was both initiative and referen-
dum. In the later optional referendum 
the procedure was again divided into two 
parts: the signature collection in the entire 
canton was followed by the vote at the bal-
lot box in the communes.42

The only canton that explicitly de-
manded that reasons were given for the 
veto was Baselland. This was, howev-
er, never understood as a long report, al-
though there were also lengthy discus-
sions. They mostly just noted which 
provision was the reason for rejection and 
not why it was dismissed. If such a jus-
tification was missing, the veto vote was 
not valid. Again and again, committees 
appeared for important votes, which dis-
tributed printed and reasoned veto objec-
tions, which was perfectly acceptable, as 
an individual justification had never been 
asked for.43

Until 1862, there were 14 “veto mo-
tions” (at about 200 decrees), but only 
four acts (two in 1835, in 1847 and 1849 
one each) were dismissed by the active cit-
izenship. For example, the veto against the 
discriminatory act on Jews was not suc-
cessfull.

Christoph Rolle (1806–1870) contin-
ued the veto practice in the Canton of Ba-
selland in 1861 and initiated a grassroots 
movement that set the goal to improve the 
direct democratic system with a constitu-
tional revision. He turned against the rul-
ing Liberals around Stephan Gutzwiller 
and immediately found support with Emil 
Remigius Frey. Rolle wanted to replace 
the laborious veto process and together 

continued on page 12

Emil Remigius Frey

Soldanella alpina (picture wikimedia)
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with his colleagues he demanded that in 
future all laws should be mandatorily sub-
mitted to the electorate for approval or re-
jection. 52% of voters signed a petition for 
constitutional revision launched by Rolle. 
In the later elected Constitutional Council 
the mandatory referendum actually suc-
ceeded over the veto. § 46, paragraph 2 of 
the revised Constitution of 1863 provided:

“All laws, generally binding de-
cisions and agreements are to be 
submitted to the people in commu-
nal assemblies for acceptance or 
rejection after a 30-day publica-
tion in the official gazette. Hereby 
the majority of voters will decide. 
However, such meetings may not be 
summoned more than twice a year 
(spring and late autumn).”44

The voters adopted the revised constitu-
tion after an intensive debate with a rela-
tively narrow majority. In addition to the 
mandatory legal referendum, further pro-
visions such as the constitutional initia-
tive, the legislative initiative, the popular 
election of government, popular election 
of the chief magistrate and the people’s 
right to dismiss the cantonal parliament 
granted the population in Baselland more 
control options on the government and 
the cantonal parliament than in any other 
canton in Switzerland. The Canton of Ba-
selland was a real pioneer for the devel-
opment of direct democracy in Switzer-
land, first with the right to veto and then 
particularly with the mandatory referen-
dum. What Frey had always envisioned, 
namely the realization of direct democ-
racy, was now realized by the democrat-
ic movement of the 1860s. The veto had 
thus yielded long-term fundamental ef-
fects and the positive experience induced 
other cantons to enshrine direct demo-
cratic instruments in their constitutions, 
as well.45
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An interdisciplinary team of members of the 
Giardino Group has considered it their duty 
to determine the state of our defence system. 
The starting point was increasing inconsi-
stencies after miscarried reforms and doubts 
as to whether the army was still able to meet 
its constitutional mandate.

The Giardino Group is an association of 
friends of the Swiss Army and is committed 
to maintaining a credible militia army on the 
basis of mandatory military service. The Giar-
dino Group comprises both Swiss citizens who 
are and others who were active in military ser-
vice of all grades and all professional groups.

A brief but comprehensive analysis of the 
global and security policy-relevant factors in-
cluding the military, economic and political 
development, points to a substantial exposure 
to risks for Switzerland. The world situation 
has become explosive, the Second Cold War 
is in progress, and our country has become 
dangerously vulnerable to blackmail becau-
se since about 1990 it can no longer meet its 
international obligation to defend its own ter-
ritory due to massive, undeclared and uncon-
stitutional disarmament.

In the Second Cold War the old power 
blocks also continue to exist. Europe thre-
atens to be crushed between Asia and North 
America and can hardly count on the support 
of the United States. In parts of the political 
elite the upright carriage has got lost and must 
now be demanded by the citizens. The book 
shows how our country can regain the strate-
gic freedom of action.

Eikos | 

New release!
An enlightening book about the current security situation in Switzerland
240 pages, with graphics, tables and colour illustrations, ISBN 978-3-033-03917-9

Giardino Group

“Courage to Change Course

Swiss Security Policy at the Turning Point”

The sovereignty of Switzerland includes 

the will to defend it. Eikos
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Preface by Judith Barben
1. Überblick (Overview) by Hermann Suter 

and Franz Betschon
2. Mut- und wehrlose Schweiz? – wir sagen 

nein (Discouraged and defenseless Switzer-
land? – We say no) by Carlo Jagmetti

3. 350 Jahre Militärgeschichte und nichts 
gelernt? (350 years of military history and 
nothing learned?) by Hermann Suter

4. Die Armee als Element der Sicherheit-
spolitik (The army as an element of securi-
ty policy) by Franz Betschon

5. Unveränderte Machtblöcke (Unchanged 
power blocs) by Franz Betschon

6. Geopolitische Entwicklungen von 1989 
bis heute (Geopolitical developments from 
1989 to the present) by Franz Betschon

7. Sonstige Entwicklungen (Other develop-
ments) by Franz Betschon and François 
Villard

8. Die freiwillige Entwaffnung der Schweizer 
Armee (The voluntary disarmament of the 
Swiss Army) by Willy P. Stelzer

9. Die schweizerische Milizarmee – der mo-
derne dritte Weg (The Swiss militia army – 
the modern third way) by Heinz Häsler and 
Franz Betschon

10. Aufträge der Armee (Mission of the 
army) by Willy Schlachter and Hermann 
Suter

11. Schwelle zum Einsatz der Armee 
(Threshold for the deployment of the army) 
by Franz Betschon

12. Die Kehrtwende (The U-turn) 
 by Franz Betschon
13. Wiedererlangung der strategischen Hand-

lungsfreiheit (Regaining the strategic free-
dom of action) by Franz Betschon

Epilogue by Carlo Jagmetti
Notes with important documents

General Henri Guisan in his last army report
“Imagination is a fairly rare gift. The majority of our people will not want to think about it 
in the coming years – not more than in 1920, 1930 and even later – about whether and how 
the country could again be at risk today. What we have done to arouse them – especially 
since 1933 – to appeal to their conscience and to their vigilance will always have to be done 
anew.”
General Guisan in 1945 in his last army report in Berne about the active duty period 1939-
1945 before the united Federal Assembly

 Yes, please send me/us:
___ copies of Giardino Group
 Mut zur Kursänderung
Schweizerische Sicherheitspolitik
am Wendepunkt
 at the price of CHF 25 - 
 + postage and invoice.
 Order easily!
 verlag@eikos.ch
 phone/fax:  
 004156 221 80 85
  www.eikos.ch

Order Form

Please send order form to:

Eikos Verlag, Postfach 149, CH-5401 Baden

My address is:
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Street     
ZIP/City     
E-mail     
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Judith Barben. Dr phil., Psychologist, author and 
publisher. Psychotherapist in her own private surgery, 
former teacher at a primary school and special needs 
teacher, Thundorf ,TG

Franz Betschon. Colonel in the General Staff, retired, 
recently as Assistant Chief of Staff Logistics of aero-
nautical- and anti-aircraft units and then in the army 
staff responsible for the Intelligence Service, 1985–2005 
Member of the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies (London), Dr sc. techn. ETH Zurich (Federal 
Institute of Technology Zurich) and Harvard Business 
School (USA), career in industry and administration, 
author of several books on security policy, Heiden, AR

Heinz Häsler. Corps Commander (Lieutenant General), 
retired, former Chief of the General Staff, in former 
times Commander Field Army Corps 2, Field Division 
3, Assistant Chief of Staff Planning, Gsteigwiler, BE
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retired, Dr iur., lawyer, Ambassador of Switzerland in 
Seoul, Paris and Washington and other cities, for the 
duration of five years head of Swiss EU representation in 
Brussels.Zollikon, ZH

Willy Schlachter. Lieutenant Colonel, retired,

Prof. em. Dr sc. ETHZ, industrial career at Sulzer (globally 
active Swiss industrial group headquartered in Winterthur) 
and BBC (Brown, Boveri & Cie, a Swiss group of electri-
cal engineering, based in Baden) / ABB (Asea Brown 
Boveri Ltd.), instructing and management positions at the 
colleges Aargau and Northwest Switzerland, Hausen, AG

Willy P. Stelzer. Major, retired, industrial career, 
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& Partner Consulting AG” (now “EMA Partners Swit-
zerland AG” – specialized executive search firm for the 
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and Executive Search and Management Consultant, 
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Hermann Suter. Lieutenant Colonel, retired, Dr phil., Pres-
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and Chief of the crisis team in Lucerne, Greppen, LU

François Villard, Lieutenant Colonel, retired, expert for 
security issues and crisis management, owner of a com-
pany for air safety named Air Safety Security Services, 
Vessy, GE 

The Patrouille Suisse was founded in 1964 as a flagship of the Swiss Army. It is currently flown with the aircraft type 
F-5E Tiger II. Due to the significantly lower cost of flying hours of the Tiger aircraft the flight training of F/A-18-pi-
lots can be realized more cost-effective. (picture Air Force)

The authors (in alphabetical order)
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Comments on the book

Rolf Dubs, Professor em. Dr oec. Dres h.c. at the University of St. Gallen, a for-
mer militia brigade commander and member of many Federal commissions
“Those who know the current global situation and who served in the army during 
the nineties are alarmed about the current state of the army. The material is not even 
operational for all the troops, and in political circles as well as in the army leadership 
there is no consensus about the security doctrine and strategy. There is a lack of a 
timely analysis of the situation and a holistic and modern security concept, which is 
clearly stated and supported by the entire Federal Council with all its Departments. 
The result is an aimless activism and a growing feeling of unease among the popula-
tion. This is the starting point for the presented book.

It not only shows the weakness of Swiss security policy and refers to the politi-
cal responsibilities, but it also presents a practicable eight-step plan that provides 
for a gradual reconstruction of a modern army. This part of the book is preceded by 
considerations on the worldwide political situation and a courageous analysis of the 
Swiss security policy in recent years. The open presentation of the authors’ politi-
cal stances and their clearly defined basic attitudes facilitate an objective discussion. 
Many largely unknown interrelations and decisions are revealed. A remarkable book 
which deserves many readers!”

National Councillor and police officer Andrea Geissbühler
“In 2011, the Western Swiss General Henri Guisan was elected Swiss person of the 
20th century. Why him? In a time of greatest need, when some representatives of the 
political elite were ready for the “Anschluss” (German annexion), Guisan gave back 
their dignity and self-respect to his fellow citizens with his clear messages “steadfast-
ness!” and “resistance!”. This commitment for Switzerland made him a role model 
for loyalty and courage. These are qualities that are important and necessary today, as 
well.

In this sense, the authors of this book have taken on the task of strengthening the 
will towards the Swiss people’s military self-defense. The alarming result is that the 
military defense capability of Switzerland was largely reduced – and this is happen-
ing at a time when the external threats are rapidly increasing rather than decreasing. 
Based on a realistic situational assessment and thorough knowledge the book reveals 
how this capability can be rebuilt. The book is an energetic plea for a credible and 
strong militia army.

Particularly, it is up to us women to share and spread these concerns. There is 
already a new generation taking leave from the too often reckless thoughts of the 
1990s. This generation stands by the Swiss State Model and the Swiss institutions 
and wants their country and people to be protected.”

(Translation Current Concerns)
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From 1980 to 2006, Professor Dr Albert  
Stahel was full-time lecturer in Strategic 
Studies at the Military Academy, FIT, Zu-
rich (Milak) and from 1986 until 2010, he 
was honorary professor at the University of 
Zurich for political sciences. From 1989 to 
1992 he was a lecturer for international re-
lations at the Department for Political Sci-
ences at the University of Geneva.

In 2006 he founded the Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies in Wädenswil, Switzerland. 
The Institute regularly publishes articles 
and contributions on strategy and current 
wars. Since 2006, Professor Stahel has been 
the general manager and vice-president of 
the forum for a “Humanitarian Switzer-
land”. On 31 January 2010, he was elected 
into the Wädenswil communal government 
as a member of the Swiss People’s Party. 
In May 2011 he changed over to the Green 
Liberal Party of Switzerland (GLP).

Amongst others Stahel is a member of the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies 
in London and of the Clausewitz-Society in 
Hamburg. Since April 2011 he has been the 
president of the Wädenswil Reading Socie-
ty He is married and has two adult children.

We congratulate Professor Dr Albert Stahel
Our suggestion for his birthday: 

the reintroduction of  
the 1945/46 Swiss national anthem

Rufst Du, mein Vaterland
(When you call, my Fatherland)

1st verse
When you call, my Fatherland?
See us with heart and hand
All devoted to you.
Hail to you, Helvetia!
You still have sons,
Like Saint Jacob saw them,
Joyfully hasten to the battle!

2nd verse
There where the circle of the Alps
Does not protect you,
Rampart made by God,
There we stand like rocks,
Never turn pale, facing the danger,
Happy even in the lethal stroke,
Pain be their mockery.

3rd verse
Free and forever free!
This be our battle cry!
Re-echo our hearth!
Free lives, who is ready to die,
Free, who ascends the hero’s path
Ahead like a Tell,
Never withdraw.

4th verse
But where peace smiles,
After the raging battles
Crowding game;
O, there be more beautiful in store,
Far from the weapon’s horror
Home, to build your fortune,
Be our goal!

Text: Johann Rudolf Wyss

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufst_
du,_mein_Vaterland

Johann Rudolf Wyss, born on 4 March 
1782 in Berne, died on 21 March 1830, 
was a Swiss poet and a professor of Phi-
losophy.

Following his studies in Berne, Tübin-
gen, Göttingen and Halle, he worked as a 
private tutor in Yverdon.

In 1805 he was appointed full professor 
at the Berne Academy, where he worked 
as the senior librarian from 1827 to 1830. 
During this period he was also a teacher to 
Jeremias Gotthelf.

He was the editor of the folkloric Al-
penrose Almanac, which he had estab-
lished together with Gottlieb Jakob Kuhn 
and Ludwig Meisner, and together with 
Rudolf Emanuel Stierlin he edited Vale-
rius Anshelm’s Bernese Chronicle.

In the year 1811 Johann Rudolf Wyss 
wrote the text for the Swiss national an-
them “Rufst du, mein Vaterland” When 
you call, my fatherland?), which was in 
force until 1961. •

Source: Historisches Lexikon der Schweiz

(Translation Current Concerns)

An old man was riding along on an old 
wagon. His pacer, Gyulsary, a golden 
chestnut horse, was old too. Very old.

The road winding up to the plateau was 
tediously long. In winter, the ground wind 
swirled incessantly among the bleak grey 
hills; in summer, it was scorching hot. 

For Tanabai this climb had always been 
an ordeal. Slow riding irked him. In his 
youth, when he had frequently ridden to 
the district centre, he had always galloped 
his horse up this rise on the way back, 
whipping it on. If he hitched a ride on a 
wagon, especially an ox-drawn one, he 
would jump down without a word, pick 
up his coat and set off on foot. He would 
stride ahead furiously, as though rushing 
to the attack, and stop only when he had 
reached the plateau. Then, breathing hard, 
he would wait for the lumbering wagon 
crawling along down below. His heart beat 
fast and painfully from the rapid pace. No 
matter, it was better than dragging along 
in the wagon. 

When Choro was alive he would often 
tease his friend about his odd ways, saying:

 “Want to know why you’re unlucky, 
Tanabai? It’s because you’re so impatient. 
Honestly. Everything has to be done fast to 
please you. You must have the world revo-
lution this minute! Why talk about the rev-
olution when you haven’t even got the pa-
tience for an ordinary road like the climb 
from Alexandrovka. You can’t drive quiet-
ly like other people, can you? No, you have 
to jump off and go racing up the hill as if 
wolves were after you. And what do you 
gain by it? Nothing. You still have to wait 
at the top for the others. And you can’t rush 
into the world revolution alone, you know, 
you’ll have to wait for everyone else.”

But that was long ago. Very long ago. 
Today Tanabai didn’t even notice when 

they passed the Alexandrovka Rise. Age 
and its ways had become habit. He drove 
neither fast nor slowly. He let the horse 
go at its own pace. Now he always set out 
alone. The crowd that had once accom-

panied him in the thirties along the noisy 
road was gone. Some had been killed in 
the war, some had died, some never left 
their homes any more and were just living 
out their days. The young people drove 
around in cars now. No one would creep 
along with him behind a miserable nag.

The wheels bumped along the ancient 
road. They would bump along for many 
a mile yet. Before him lay the steppe, and 
beyond the canal was a stretch along the 
foothills.

He had noticed some time before that 
the horse was getting tired, his strength 
seemed to be failing. But, sunk in his own 
cheerless thoughts, he was not too dis-
turbed. So what if a horse got tired on the 
road? Worse things had happened. He’d 
get home all right.

How was he to know that his old pacer 
Gyulsary, named so for his rare golden 
coat, had climbed the Alexandrovka Rise 

Farewell, Gyulsary! 
by Chingiz Aitmatov 

continued on page 18
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for the last time in his life and was marking 
off his last miles? How was he to know that 
the horse was dizzy, that the earth whirled 
in coloured circles before his dimmed eyes, 
tilting from side to side, touching the sky 
now with one edge, now with the other, that 
the ground before Gyulsary fell away into 
blackness from time to time and a reddish 
mist or fog swirled where the road ahead 
and the mountains should have been?

The horse’s old, strained heart ached 
dully, the collar made breathing more dif-
ficult. The breeching had slipped and cut 
into his rump, something sharp kept prick-
ing him under the collar on the left side. 
Perhaps it was a thorn, or the tip of a nail 
which had pierced the felt padding of the 
collar. The little wound on his old shoul-
der callus burned and throbbed unbearably. 
And his feet dragged heavily, as though he 
were plodding across a wet, ploughed field. 

But the old horse strained onward, and 
old Tanabai encouraged him now and then 
with a word or a slap of the reins, while 
deep in his own thoughts. He had much to 
think about.

The wheels bumped along the ancient 
road. Gyulsary kept up his usual gait, that 
special pacing trot he had had from the 
time he first struggled to his feet and wob-
bled across the meadow after his mother, 
a big shaggy-maned mare. 

Gyulsary was a natural pacer, his fa-
mous pacing gait had brought him many 
good days and many bad ones, too. There 
was a time when no one would have 
dreamed of harnessing him to a wagon, it 
would have been sacrilegious. But, as the 
saying goes, if trouble comes to a horse, 
he’ll drink bridled, and if trouble strikes a 
man, he’ll ford a river in his boots.

All this had been long ago, now it was 
only a memory. Now Gyulsary was strug-
gling valiantly to reach his last finish line. 
Never before had he approached a finish 
line so slowly, never before had it rushed 
at him so quickly. The white line was al-
ways but a single step away. 

The wheels bumped along the ancient 
road. 

The feeling that the ground was shaky 
beneath his hooves aroused a vague mem-
ory in his dimming consciousness of far-
off summer days, a soft wet meadow in the 
mountains, an amazing, incredible world 
in which the sun whinnied and leaped over 
the mountains and he, so young and foolish, 
would chase it across the meadow, across 
the stream and through the bushes until 
the herd’s stallion, his ears laid back angri-
ly, would overtake him and turn him round. 
In those far-off days the herds had seemed 
to move upside-down, like reflections in a 
lake, and his mother, the big shaggy-maned 

mare, would turn into a warm milky cloud. 
He loved the moment when she suddenly 
became a tender, snorting cloud. Her teats 
were firm and sweet, the milk frothed on 
his lips and he choked on its abundance and 
sweetness. He loved to stand thus, nuzzling 

his mother’s belly. How intoxicating it was, 
that milk! The whole world, the sun, the 
earth, his mother were contained in a sin-
gle mouthful of milk. And even when sated, 
he could still take another gulp, and another, 
and another. […]

[…] And now, for the very last time, after 
the pacer had been returned to Tanabai 
and after he had seemed to have put him 
back on his feet again. Now, for the very 
last time, Gyulsary had taken him to town 
and was now dying on the roadside. 

Tanabai had been visiting his son and 
daughter-in-law, who had just had a son, 
their second child. He had brought them a 
gift of a lamb, a sack of potatoes and home-
made bread and other goodies Jaidar had 
prepared. Jaidar had not come along, say-
ing she was ill. Though she never spoke 
about it, she did not like her daughter-in-
law. Their son was a weakling, and the wife 
he had chosen was hard and despotic. She 
stayed at home, ruling her husband with an 
iron hand. There are people who think noth-
ing of hurting or insulting others just to get 
the upper hand, just to show who’s the boss. 

This was the case now. His son was to 
have been promoted but was by-passed for 
the job and another man got it. Now she 
flew at her innocent old father-in-law. 

“What was the use of your joining the 
Party if you never got above being a shep-
herd or herdsman? They kicked you out in 
the end anyway, and now your son can’t 
get ahead because of you. He’ll spend his 
whole life in his job now. You live up there 
in the mountains. You don’t care, but we 
have to suffer because of you.”

And so on, and so forth. 
Tanabai was sorry he had come. He 

tried to calm her by saying uncertainly: 
“Well, if that’s how it is, maybe I’ll ask 

them to let me join the Party again.”
“As if anyone wants you! Do you think 

they’re sitting around waiting for you? 
That they can’t do without an old wreck?” 
she said scornfully.

If it were anyone else and not his daugh-
ter-in-law, the wife of his own son, Tana-
bai would not have stood for it. But there’s 
nothing you can do about your own kin, 
good or bad. The old man said nothing, he 
did not argue, he did not say that it was not 
he who was keeping her husband down, 
but it was because his son was worthless, 
and the wife he had chosen as the kind of 
woman any man in his right senses would 
run away from. The old saying was very 
true: “A good wife will make a middling 
husband of a bad one, a good husband of a 
middling one, and will bring glory to a good 
one.” But the old man did not want to shame 
his son in front of his wife. Let them go on 
thinking he was to blame. 

That is why Tanabai was in such a hurry to 
leave. He could not bear staying with them. 

“What a fool you are!” he scolded his 
daughter-in-law as he sat by the camp-
fire now. “Where do people like you come 
from? You’ve neither honour nor respect, nor 
a kind word for anyone. All you think about 
is yourselves. You judge everyone else by 
yourselves. But you won’t have it your way. 
They still need me. I can still be of use.” 

Morning was upon them. The mountains 
rose above the earth, the steppe was coming 
into view, stretching away into the distance. 
The ashes of the dead fire at the edge of the 
ravine barely smouldered. A grey-haired 
man stood beside it, his coat thrown over 
his shoulders. There was no need to cover 
the pacer with it now. Gyulsary was in the 
next world, running with Allah’s herd.

Tanabai looked at the dead horse and 
could not believe it was his Gyulsary. He lay 
there on his side with his head thrown back 
in a last convulsion. There were deep ridges 
on his cheeks left by the bridle. His legs were 
stiff, extended; the shoes were worn thin on 
his cracked hooves. Never again would they 
carry him anywhere, never again would they 
leave their marks on the roads. 

It was time for him to go. He bent over 
the horse for the very last time, closed his 
cold lids, picked up the bridle and walked 
off without a backward glance. 

He was crossing the steppe to the moun-
tains. And as he walked he picked up his 
unhappy trend of thought. He was thinking 
that old age was upon him, that his days 
were numbered now. He did not want to die 
as a lonely bird that has dropped behind its 
swift-winged flock. He wanted to die on the 
wing, he wanted those with whom he had 
shared the nest and life to circle over him, 
to hear their farewell cries. 

“I’ll write to Samansur,” Tanabai decid-
ed. “I’ll write and say: ‘Do you remember 
the pacer Gyulsary? You must remember 
him. I rode him when I took your father’s 
Party card to the District Party Commit-
tee. You were the one who sent me on that 
mission. Well, I was returning home from 
town last night and my fine pacer died on 
the way. I sat by him all through the night, 
I had time to review my whole life. Soon 
my time may come, and I will die along 
the way like the pacer Gyulsary. My son 
Samansur, you must help me return to the 
Party. I have not long to go. I want to be 
as I was always. I know now that there 
was a reason why your father Choro’s last 
wish was for me to take his Party card in 
to the District Party Committee. You’re his 

”Farewell, Gyulsary!” 
continued from page 17

continued on page 19
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Faced with the whole lot of PISA, IGLU, 
TIMSS and IQB, faced with all the influ-
ence  OECD and EU are taking, because 
of all the “rankings” and “competitions”, 
because of  the whole measurability 
mania (i.e. evaluation) and permanant 
school reforms with always new (but then 
again not so new) experiments, trans-
forming children and youngsters into a 
kind of guinea pigs  at their schools ... 
the questions concerning the meaning of 
education and formation and the sense of 
state school go down the drain in all this 
turmoil.

This is the simple explanation for the 
fact why books written today by experi-
enced educators, entitled i.e. “Stop the ed-
ucation gossip”, receive a lot of approval 
– so much that even the German “Bun-
deszentrale für Politische Bildung” has 
reprinted the booklet in large circulation. 
This does not mean that one has to quit 
thinking about education. On the contra-
ry, the author  critizises the spellbound 
staring at a “reform” inflation that has lost 
track of the essentials and is permanent-
ly runnig after new ministerial regulations 
and decrees.

Must therefore the wheel of pedagogy 
be re-invented for Germany? By no means, 
a look into the constitutions of the Ger-
man “Länder” can not only give orienta-
tion, but must even be a landmark, for what 
is at stake with our schools. Because it is 

the constitution which specifies – for the 
legislator, all schools and also teachers – 
to which extent and for which basic goals 
they have to organize the school system and 
school life. Some German “Länder” consti-
tutions have even a plus of legitimacy com-
pared to the federal constitution, the Ger-
man “Grundgesetz”, because the citizens 
of the “Länder” were allowed to  vote for 
these “Länder” constitutions directly.

The constitutions of twelve of the 16 
German “Länder” contain paragraphs 
about education, formation and the school 
system (see table). There are no such cpro-
visions in the German “Grundgesetz”. 
This is so for  good reasons: After the Nazi 
dictatorship and centralisation of political 
power and political decisions as their con-
sequence, the new Federal Republic – and 
further on after the reunification of Ger-
many – the decision was taken for a re-
turn to federalism, to a federal state order 
with federal states which are autonomous 
in many respects. 

Public authority over the schools has 
been referred to the “Länder”. The Ger-
man federalist reform in 2006  adopted 
this decision which in the meantime had 
been perforated by mingling the com-
petences of “Bund” and “Länder”; after 
long and violent debates it was confirmed 
again. With Pisa and similar number 
games, they were further shaken, not least 
by the attempt at querying the school  au-

tonomy of the “Länder”, by means of so-
called uniform training standards. It is a 
blessing that some federal states opposed 
this measuring and equalising mania and 
its slogan “output orientation”.

He who reads the regulations on the 
goals of education and formation of the 
different “Länder”–regulations which can 
mostly be found equally-worded and even 
more detailled in the school laws of  the 
“Länder” and hereby are binding direct-
ly for every teacher – will easily recog-
nise the enormous differences to  present 
school reforms. 

Obviously no evaluation sheet can 
measure the “competence” of a student 
to what extent he has achieved “the rev-
erence for God”, “Christian love of one’s 
neighbour”, “respect of human digni-
ty”, “love of peace”, “love for people 
and home”, “ethical and political respon-
sibility”, “liberal-democratic attitude”, 
“formation of heart and character” and 
many others more which are listed in the 
constitutions of the “Länder”. No stu-
dent can “tick” this “off” as “task per-
formed” on whatever sheet calling itself 
“competence grid”. However, no reason-
able human being will doubt that those 
are exactly the prior goals which schools 
should and must be concerned about. It 
is the goal of this compilation to induce a 
renewed reflection – followed by the nec-
essary steps.  •

The German “Länder” constitutions  
have set clear goals to educational policy

by Karl Müller

son and you know old Tanabai Bakasov 
well.’”

Tanabai walked through the steppe 
bridle slung over his shoulder. Tears ran 
down his checks, wetting his beard. He did 
not wipe them away. He was weeping for 
the pacer Gyulsary. The old man looked at 
the new morning through his tears, at the 

lonely grey goose flying swiftly over the 
foothills. The goose was hurrying, it was 
catching up with the flock. 

“Hurry! Catch up with your kin before 
your wings give out,” Tanabai whispered. 
Then he sighed and said, “Farewell, Gy-
ulsary!” 

As he walked along an ancient, haunt-
ing melody came to his ears.

... The mother camel roamed for many 
days, searching for her baby, calling to 
him. Where are you, my dark-eyed baby? 

Answer me! The milk runs from her 
udder, from her overflowing udder, trick-
ling down her legs. Where are you? An-
swer me! The milk runs from her udder, 
her overflowing udder. Her pure-white 
milk ....  •

Translation into English by Progress Publishers, 
© 1973 

Source: http://www.angelfire.com/rnb/bashiri/
Stories/Gyulsary.html

”Farewell, Gyulsary!” 
continued from page 18
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Educational objectives in the German “Länder” constitutions

State Constitutional Provision

Baden- 
Wuerttemberg

Article 12
The youth is to be educated in  reverence for God, in the spirit of Christian charity, to brother-
hood amongst all men and to  love of peace, in love for their native country and its people, to 
moral and political responsibility, to professional and social probation and liberal democratic 
convictions.

Article 21
At school the youth is to be educated to be free citizens willing to accept responsibility [...].

Bavaria Article 131
(1) Schools are not only intended to impart knowledge and skills, but also form the heart and 
character. 
(2) Major educational objectives are the reverence for God, respect for religious beliefs and for 
the dignity of man, self-control, responsibility and willingness to take responsibility, helpfulness 
and openness to all that is true, good and beautiful and sense of responsibility for nature and the 
environment. 
(3) The students are to be educated in the spirit of democracy, in love for their native Bavaria and 
the German people and in the spirit of reconciliation.
(4) Moreover the girls and boys are to be instructed especially in infant care, child education and 
housekeeping. 

Berlin The state constitution does not formulate educational objectives. 

Brandenburg Article 28
Education and training have the task to promote  the development of the personality, indepen-
dent thought and action, respect for the dignity, faith and the beliefs of others, recognition of 
democracy and freedom, the will to social justice,  peacefulness and solidarity as a basis for the 
co-existence of cultures and peoples and the responsibility towards nature and environment.

Bremen Article 26
The education of youth essentially has the following tasks: 
1. The education to a community ethos that is based on respect for the dignity of every man and 
the will to social justice and political responsibility, that leads to objectivity and tolerance towards 
the opinions of others and calls for peaceful cooperation with one’s fellows and other peoples. 
2. The education towards the willingness to work that submits itself to the common good, as 
well as the equipment with the knowledge and skills necessary for entry into professional life. 
3. The education to independent thinking, to respect for the truth, the courage to confess it and 
to do what one has recognized as right and necessary. 
4. Education to participating in the cultural life of one´s own people and of other peoples. 
5. Education to the sense of responsibility for nature and the environment. 

Hamburg The state constitution does not formulate educational objectives.

Hessen Article 56
Goal of education is to mold the young people to moral personalities, to prepare their professi-
onal ability and political responsibility for independent and responsible service to the people and 
humanity through charity and reverence, respect and tolerance, honesty and truthfulness.
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Educational objectives in the German ”Länder” constitutions

State Constitutional Provision

Western  
Pommerania

Article 15
School education is to aim at the development of the free human character who, out of reverence 
for life and in the spirit of tolerance, is willing to take responsibility for the community with other 
human beings and peoples as well as towards future generations.

Lower 
Saxonyn

The state constitution does not formulate educational objectives.

North-Rhine-
Westphalia

Article 7
(1) It is the primary purpose of education to awaken the reverence for God, respect for the 
dignity of man and willingness to act socially.
(2) The youth should be educated in the spirit of humanity, of democracy and of freedom, to to-
lerance and respect for the beliefs of others, to responsibility for animals and the preservation of 
the natural foundations of life, in love for the people and the home country, to the international 

community and to a conviction of peace.

Rhineland-
Palatinate

Article 33
The school has to educate the youth to reverence for God and neighborly love, respect and tol-
erance, honesty and truthfulness, to love of people and one‘s home country, to the responsibility 
for nature and environment, to moral attitude and professional ability and in a free, democratic 
attitude in the spirit of the reconciliation of peoples.

Saarland Article 30
The youth is to be educated in reverence for God, in the spirit of Christian love of one’s neighbor 
and of the reconciliation of peoples, in the love of the home country, the nation and the father-
land, to a careful way of dealing with the natural resources, to moral and political responsibility, 
to professional and social probation and to a liberal democratic attitude.

Saxony Article 101
The youth is to be educated to respect of all living creatures, to the love of one’s neighbor, to 
peace and the preservation of the environment, to the love of one’s home country, to moral and 
political responsibility, to justice and to the respect of the belief of others, to professional skills, to 
social action and to a liberal democratic attitude.

Saxony-Anhalt Article 27
The public education and training of the youth and that under state control shall aim at the devel-
opment of a free personality, who, in the spirit of tolerance is willing to take responsibility towards 
future generations for the community with other human beings und peoples.

Schleswig- 
Holstein

The state constitution does not formulate educational objectives.

Thuringia Article 22
Education and training shall aim at the promotion of independent thought and action, respect for 
human dignity and tolerance towards the beliefs of others, recognition of democracy and free-
dom, at the will to social justice, peacefulness in the coexistence of cultures and peoples, and the 
responsibility for the natural foundations of human life and for the environment.

(Translation Current Concerns)

State Constitutional Provision

Mecklenburg-
Western 
Pomerania

.

Lower Saxony

Saarland

Saxony .

Saxony-Anhalt
.

Schleswig- 
Holstein

Thuringia
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Neuropsychologist Lutz Jäncke fascinated 
600 teachers with a brilliant speech – and 
with surprising findings about the brain 
and learning.

Was it because the institution Cantonal 
Conference (KK) regained new strength 
– or because of Lutz Jäncke’s reputation, 
professor of neuropsychology at Universi-
ty of Zurich? Anyway, the great hall was 
well filled when KK-President Roland 
Latscha welcomed over 600 teachers at 
the Culture and Congress Centre in Aarau 
on 16 May, 7 minutes after the final whis-
tle of the icehockey game. (One recalls the 
sometimes half-empty small halls after 
the abolition of the obligatory participa-
tion.) No one regretted coming. Rarely 
have you received complex information 
on the brain and learning in such an en-
joyable and understandable way. The pro-
fessor’s presentation was long but never 
boring. And he received a long applause 
– although some of his findings did not 
seem to fit into today’s school and learn-
ing environment.

Repetition, repetition …
The speaker cautioned against the wide-
spread opinion: “Let the children learn in 
a playful way and let them make mistakes, 
the crooked ones will finally bend them-
selves straight.” “No!” Jäncke called into 
the room, “According to the psychology of 
learning this is completely wrong.” What 

finally sticks in the brain of children must 
be crystal clear, interference-free and 
taught correctly right from the start. And 
a frequently repeated take-home message 
of Jäncke was: “Repetition is the mother 
of learning!” Because the brain sorts out: 
Frequently used information is important, 
selectively conveyed messages are less im-
portant. The decisive factor is the will.

Moreover, man differs from the mon-
key by the fact that he does not have to 
give in to any temptation, but may wait 
for a treat until later. This characteristic, 
however – to remain master over the many 
stimuli – must be trained by children and 
adolescents painstakingly.

In general: the outmoded word self-
discipline! Neuropsychologists studied 
the components of the influencing factors 
of good school grades. The results: 10% 
intelligence, 40% motivation, self-control 
and discipline. 50% still remain unexplai-
ned. But – according to Jäncke: “The de-
cisive factor is the will!” And the ability 
to focus and concentrate. This can be pro-
moted by acknowledgement, a good learn-
ing environment, et cetera. Oh, how very 
outdated all that sounds!

Multitasking does not work
Also this: Today’s children boast about 
their skills to record information simul-
taneously. Laptop, iPhone, iPad. And 
maybe there is even somebody in the front  
talking about something else. Jäncke: 

“This has been investigated: it does not 
work.” Whoever plays on various media, 
is slower, faulty, and floats on the surface. 
The limited resources of the brain are to 
blame.

Finally: the ability to concentrate, to 
control yourself and your emotions are 
developed in the frontal cortex. This is the 
centre of your personality. In teenagers, 
however, this part of the brain has not yet 
completely matured. That means: If young 
people lose control, they are not “evil”. 
But according to the professor: “We must 
not leave them alone with their troubles. 
We, parents, teachers need to help, lead 
and guide them.” Jäncke did not under-
stand why in many cantons important 
tests, which decide on future careers, take 
place during the most delicate phase of the 
structuring and restructuring of the brain.

Learning is painstaking
Jänckes specialty is the “functional plas-
ticity” of the human brain, its plasticity 
through processes of learning. The human 
brain is a complex system of neural net-
works, it contains 100 billion neurons, each 
connected with 10,000 others. “Learning is 
difficult and takes time,” Jäncke concluded. 
He has been repeatedly awarded at the Uni-
versity of Zurich and ETH Zurich with an 
“Award for Best Teaching”. If you listen to 
him, you understand why.  •
Source: “Aargauer Zeitung” of 17 May 2013
(Translation Current Concerns)

A plea for “old” values and traditional learning
by Hans Fahrländer

Much has been written about the ethics 
and values of civilisations transmitted by 
adults in literature intended for children 
and adolescents. Every year as teachers 
we have to decide which books to order 
for reading in class and for filling school 
bookshelves.

The Ministry of National Education pro-
duces a list of recommendations. When we 
study the list we find some worrying ten-
dencies in the subject matter of some of the 
stories, in the use of language, the defiance 
of parental authority, praise of vulgarity, 
infatuation with witchcraft, disparagement 
of good manners, ugliness of illustrations, 
ideologies encouraging laxity, poverty of 
style and vocabulary, and so on…

On the pretext of “It does not matter 
what children read from the time they start 
to read”, a viewpoint summarized by Ber-
nard Friot in an article published n° 211 
of the “Review of books for children”, lit-
erature for children has become a target of 

a market economy in full expansion, for 
the best and for the worst.

Thus side by side we find Grimm’s and 
Andersen’s tales, La Fontaine’s fables, 
the poems of Victor Hugo, the novels of 
Rudyard Kipling with others books called 
“moderns” containing dubious language 
when not promoting or using slang. With 
“Harry Potter” (though well written) the 
child is initiated to into witchcraft. With 
the collection “Chair de Poule” he identi-
fies himself to monsters and the series “Ti-
toeuf” has no ambition then encase him 
in his primary instincts. “Dlires” from Ba-
yard Press delights in using a “street jar-
gon”. To improve the level of the orthog-
raphy as lexical rather then grammatical is 
the least of their concerns.

Some indignant parents have signed a 
petition in reaction to “The Clone spy” in 
the collection “J’aime lire”. “Gare au Car-
nage. Amédée Petitpotage” by Jean-Loup 
Craspeau and Christophe Rouil is full of 
coarse words (les clodos, le pyj, tu piges, 

t’imagines, la canaille de Lacana…) and 
the drug world is revealed to the child by 
bags of heroin found in dust bins. You have 
to ask if the term literature has a meaning 
and what the Ministry of National Educa-
tion understands by the word “Education”.

What can we say about the book “The 
Joker” by Susie Morgenstern which is sup-
posed to convey the atmosphere of school 
by telling the story of a teacher who deals 
cards to each of his pupils on which is writ-
ten some permissions – one joker for not 
doing his work, one joker for not learning 
his multiplication tables, one joker for cop-
ying from his neighbour, one joker for stay-
ing in bed, one joker for not carrying of his 
punishment, one joker for telling a lie, one 
joker for dancing in class, one joker for a 
break without end and so on.

Children’s literature must not to sink 
into a pseudo-pedagogism which only 
gives a tasteless approach of reality. Fur-

Literature for the young: separating the wheat from the chaff
by Nicole Duprat*, France

continued on page 23
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thermore we cannot put on the same level 
a “ghotic polar” and “Adventures of Pi-
nocchio” or the “Travels of Marco Polo”.

Some authors maintain that in order to 
be open-minded about the world, children 
have to question their parents value sys-
tems. So, instead of enriching and com-
pleting the educative responsibility of par-
ents, books ought to have the function of 
cutting children off from the family’s in-
fluence. A worrying approach, since many 
psychologists and educators insist on the 
primary role of the family. We should re-
member that the International Convention 
of Children’s Rights passed by the United 
Nations in 1989 was inspired by the Con-
vention of Geneva which already stated 
the basic principles of the protection of 
childhood – in Article 14: “The signatory 
States respect the right and duty of parents 
to guide the child in his exercise of free-
dom of thought, of conscious, of religion, 
in a way which correspond to the develop-
ment of his capacities.” Some parents and 
child specialists reacted again the book “I 
have two mums” by Ophélie Textier, in-
tended for children under three years old 
and distributed in public libraries.

The child is not an adult in minia-
ture and we have the duty to respect his 
world. When we try to do too much with 
a so-called concern for realism, we im-
agine that we have to inform young chil-
dren about the violence endemic in cities, 
drugs, class struggle, crime, alcoholism. 
Young children have not the maturity or 
the power of analysis to face up to these. 
There are matters for older adolescents 
and adults. 

Society now tends to treat children like 
adults, at least encouraging them to try 
to behave like adults. Children have the 
right to blossom radiantly with wisdom 
and to live in peace without being subject-
ed to adult’s interpretation of life. It is by 
healthy reading appropriate to their men-
tality than children structure their thoughts 
and widen their vocabulary by learning 

and mastering their native tongue. Chil-
dren don’t read the same way at six, eight 
or ten years old. It is with the dimension 
of spirit that they perceive and understand 
the meaning of analogies and metaphors.

A book is a tool of learning, maturing, 
a privileged means of awakening, repre-
sents a support of socialisation. As a re-
sult of Gutenberg’s invention of printing, 
the publication of books in great quantities 
could be achieved. 

Children’s literature was born with ped-
agogical practice. Fénélon was the tutor of 
the Dauphin and it was for the Dauphin 
he wrote “The Adventures of Télémaque”. 
Erasmus of Rotterdam studied the general 
question of education as well as the educa-
tion of princes (like the future Charles V) 
and all men of reason. In his “Treaty of 
Puerile Activity” of 1530 he composed a 
veritable small manual of good manners 
for the use of children in general.

Children have the right to have access 
to both serious and humorous books, au-
thors’ universes. Reading is a wonderful 
tool for opening the mind to new horizons, 
to an infinite world of literature, to unique 
atmospheres. The first aim of an educa-
tor is to protect the child ; the second to 
free his spirit. The aim of children’s books 
should be to liberate children from their 
ignorance, from their fear of growing up, 
without portraying for them a stupid and 
inconsistent universe which doesn’t exist. 

Unfortunately a number of people call 
themselves writers when they are not. In 
this category, “Ugly – Dirty – It’s In”, a 
number of stories have been published 
whose illustrations and texts only impov-
erish the language. There so may badly 
conceived books that adults should watch 
over children’s choice of reading. Pictures 
and texts should be passed through a filter 
of parents and teachers who are alert to 
the dangers of the world of unreal resem-
blances. Care is required – not nowadays 
a very common attitude.

A good book is a well written book. 
What is well thought out is clearly ex-
pressed. Grammar, vocabulary and syntax 
are sometimes butchered, mangled, even 
destroyed. “We sometimes reward writers 

for their work. Why do we never punish 
them?” asked Jules Romain.

A good book is a book which doesn’t 
turn children in themselves, which helps 
them to reflect, which allows them to de-
velop interests and to be linked to other 
people, to stimulate their imagination.  •

* Nicole Duprat is a teacher who studied interna-
tional law and relations at the “Institut d’Etudes 
politiques” in Aix-en-Provence.

”Literature for the young: …” 
continued from page 22
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cc. The mandate of elementary school is 
laid down in the education articles of the 
cantons (see “Current Concerns” No 6 
of 11 February). All cantons essentially 
require in various formulations that the 
children are brought up to be “life-affirm-
ing, efficient and socially competent peo-
ple according to the principles of democ-
racy, freedom and social justice under the 
rule of law to become responsible human 
beings and citizens”, as defined e.g. in Ar-
ticle 3 of the elementary school law of the 
Canton of St Gall, and that the elemen-
tary school educates towards a behavior, 
“that is oriented at Christian, human-
ist and democratic values”, as defined in 

 Article 2 of the “Volksschulgesetz”(school 
law) of the Canton of Zurich.

The contributions of this educational 
supplement are examples of how this task 
can be implemented at school, from pri-
mary school up to the gymnasium. It must 
be provided, however, that the selected 
contents convey real values, and the form 
of their mediation is also very important. 
It is striking to what an extent students 
can be stimulated to independent think-
ing by jointly working on the school tasks;  
especially reading together in class can 
be highly significant in this context. The  
reading, in connection with the discus-
sion about what was read in class pro-

vides manifold opportunities: Reading as 
well as listening is being  practiced, mak-
ing the contents accessible, training em-
pathy and compassion for one’s fellows 
and forming a class community out of the 
individual students in a natural way are 
some of the many advantages. There is 
no need for artificially inserted commu-
nication exercises to enhance the “social 
competence” – one of those a neo-Ger-
man empty terms – which try to correct a 
form of teaching that aims at individuali-
zation and isolation. While jointly work-
ing on the learning material in classroom 
teaching (direct instruction)  community 
and cohesion develop.

How can school contribute to values-based education

Albert Schweitzer’s ethics and work in-
clude valid values of humanity, social jus-
tice, the responsible handling of the treas-
ures of nature and a culture of peace. The 
challenges of our time require a reflection 
of the fundamentals of Western Chris-
tian culture, the richness of our cultural 
diversity and the fundamental values of 
our living together. People want to live in 
equality and peace – in the sense of in-
ternational law, the UN Charter and the 
common good – and they want to contrib-
ute to them. The here-presented review is 
to be understood in this context.

Contributing to the bonum commune
In my long, beautiful and rich activity as 
a teacher and an artist it was always my 
great concern  to anchor the Values of 
Peace and humanity in my artistic work 
and in my drawing and art lessons (visu-
al arts) within the framework of the cur-
riculum. This work is the best task for a 
teacher in a human sense. The school, 
the students and  parents appreciated this 
commitment very much.

In the last few years I noticed that at 
school, as well as in the world of art, im-
portant supportive cultural traditions and 
values – morals and ethics – i.e. the funda-
mentals of the European Christian culture 
and democracy, had broken away. Many 
organizations and humanitarian agencies 
are lacking the young. Rational thinking 
and emotional intelligence were increas-
ingly overshadowed by superficial enter-
tainment, propaganda and consumption, 
fun, violence, sexualization, relativism 
and postmodern arbitrariness. However, 

challenging tasks lie ahead. The human 
being was and is capable of quite anoth-
er achievement! Rethinking and reorien-
tation in all respects are urgently needed. 

Our school became a UNESCO-asso-
ciated school. Thereby, peace education, 
moral education, and the UNESCO goals 
that connect the peoples with each other in 
the field of education  were to be strength-
ened in our school program. The 100th Ju-
bilee year of Albert Schweitzer’s work 
in Lambaréné had been prepared for the 
schools to convey his ideas to the young 
generation; since unfortunately there was 
hardly a student of our school, who had 
heard about Albert Schweitzer or Henry 
Dunant, at all.

At our school I de-
signed the project “Eve-
rybody his own Lam-
barene .”  Beaut i fu l 
drawings, paintings and 
colored linoleum prints 
were created. The stu-
dents got a good insight 
into the work of the great 
jungle doctor by the joint 
reading of Albert Sch-
weitzer’s texts, an older 
documentary, photo-
graphs, and interviews. 
In the  subject music 
eight students created 
and performed the musi-
cal program “Bach meets 
Africa” in honour of Al-
bert Schweitzer. The 
quotes from Albert Sch-
weitzer’s texts which the 
students integrated and 

presented showed how well they had un-
derstood the respective concerns. Some of 
these quotes are therefore mentioned here: 
“Humaneness means that a human being 
is never sacrificed to a purpose”, or: “The 
beginning of all valuable intellectual life 
is the unflinching belief in the truth and 
the open commitment to it.” Very appro-
priate for our times: “Modern man is kept 
in a work frenzy so that he does not arrive 
at reflecting  the meaning of his life and 
the world,” or, “The most important thing 
in life are the traces of love we leave be-
hind when we go.”

“Strengthening the Values of Peace”
Looking back at a school project and an exhibition on Albert Schweitzer’s ethics on 
the occasion of “100 years of Albert Schweitzer Hospital in Lambaréné, 1913-2013”

by Urs Knoblauch, gymnasium teacher and visual artist, Fruthwilen TG

continued on page 25
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A considerable donation to the 
“Schweizer Hilfsverein für das Al-
bert  Schweizer-Hospital in Lambarene” 
(Swiss Benevolent Society for the Al-
bert  Schweitzer Hospital in Lambaréné 
(SHV)) was collected and remitted.

In another school project, a school-and-
family book entitled, “Nahrung, Bildung 
und Gesundheit für alle (Food, education 
and health for all)”, which presented and 
documented the general and important po-
litical, economic and humanitarian foun-
dations of the United Nations Charter, the 
UNESCO, the World Agriculture Report 
and of numerous aid organizations for the 
development of the cooperation of ICRC 
and Deza, one hundred works of students 
were contributed to the book. It became 
an important part of my exhibition and re-
ceived a great deal of attention.

The art exhibition  
“Strengthening the Values of Peace” 

My artistic activity is related to my educa-
tional work. In my artistic work I am look-
ing for a combination of painting, pho-
tography and text. As part of my concept 
in art “DEEPER UNDERSTANDING”  
dedicated to a specific theme or location 
I focus on valuable literature as well, such 
as Gottfried Keller’s “Grüner Heinrich”, 
Meinrad Inglin’s “Schweizerspiegel” and 
Schiller’s “William Tell”. Much of this 
heritage is no longer taught with due re-
spect and weight in schools, and thus is 
at risk of sinking into oblivion. That can-
not be! Thanks to my ongoing education-
al and cultural-historical training I could 
always contribute important issues to the 
discussion and explain the context of my 
journalistic cultural work and my lectures 
in the Adult Education Centre at the Uni-
versity of Zurich.  

In the following I want to give an in-
sight into my exhibition at the Canton-
al Hospital Frauenfeld. It was reviewed 
on 13 March in the “St. Galler Tagblatt” 
and in the “Thurgauer Zeitung” under the 
title: “Interest in the world is important.” 
Already other exhibition organizers are in-
terested in my exhibition.

This exhibition has been one of my best 
experiences. It was a great pleasure for me 
as an artist, to experience how much the 
patients, visitors, the hospital staff and the 
management were interested in my joyful-

ly colored flowers pictures and my appre-
ciation of Albert Schweitzer’s work.  The 
numerous references to the present also 
drew great interest, as they provided an in-
sight into today’s development work. The 
hospital was the ideal location for this ex-
hibition.

A group of images and an installation 
of Albert Schweitzer’s work (1875-1965) 
was at the center of the exhibition. His 
ethics was subsumed in the “reverence 
for life”. He fought for social justice and 
world peace. Food security, clean water, 
sanitation, and education were then, as 
now, the existential future tasks for  the 
whole human family. Albert Schweitzer’s 
credo is: “I believe in the future of this 
time, but it is us who must shape it.” More 
“Values of Peace” were presented with 
the images referring to today’s develop-
ment work, to “help for self-help”, to the 
“UN Year of Cooperatives” 2012 and to 
the World Agriculture Report 2008. They 
point to the importance of mutual support, 
the promotion of local, small and medi-
um-sized farms and the strengthening of 
local industry.

Until his death Albert Schweitzer 
worked for peace in numerous appeals, 
lectures, conferences and writings. In 
1952 he was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize. In 1957 more than 1,1000 scientists 
from 49 countries submitted a petition to 
the UN against the armament with nucle-
ar weapons. With the title “Strengthen-
ing the Values of Peace” value education 
was deliberately stressed. Unfortunate-
ly, the word “peace” is presently abused  
for so-called “military peace operations”. 
However, peace involves everlasting val-
ues such as honesty, human dignity, jus-
tice, humility, consideration, respect and 
gratitude – and also for the achievements 
of our ancestors – willingness to do good, 
the attitudes of the Christian European 
culture and the strengthening of the com-
mon good. For Albert Schweitzer peace 
meant “Reverence for Life”. In this sense, 
the theologian, who later studied medi-
cine, realized his practical pastoral care as 
an aid for body and soul in Lambaréné. 
War is the greatest violation of ethics! Al-
bert Schweitzer was convinced. “Only to 
the extent that by way of the spirit a sense 
of peace arises in the nations, the institu-
tions that have been set up for the preser-
vation of peace can achieve, what is re-
quired and expected of them”.

In a second part of the exhibition Al-
bert Schweitzer’s concern, the peace ed-

ucation, was presented with the  pictures 
“Pass the flowers of peace”. The stylized 
flower pictures have personal and art-
historical references to Ferdinand Gehr 
(1896–1996) and to the painters of the 
school of “Zurich concrete artists”. In ad-
dition to their abstract and geometric im-
ages, color and form concepts, I made a 
connection between rational, emotional, 
figurative and ornamental images. A cul-
tural trip to Iran (2008) and another one 
to Andalusia provided the inspiration for 
this work. A central message was also in-
tegrated with the text “Flowers of peace”.

In the third part of the exhibition, Al-
bert Schweitzer’s relationship to Swit-
zerland was presented. The Swiss peo-
ple have contributed a lot to Albert 
Schweitzer’s work and will also remain 
committed to him. Our country, as a na-
tion established by the will of the people,  
makes an important contribution to peace 
and the protection of the population with 
its direct democratic form of government 
and armed neutrality. It is obliged to work 
for the observance of international law, the 
Geneva Conventions and for the ideals of 
the Red Cross.

The exhibition intends to encourage, to 
deal with Albert Schweitzer and his eth-
ics, because, as Albert Schweitzer said: 
“The great helper in our efforts to return 
to humanity is the ethics of the Reverence 
for life.” In 1919, a year after the end of 
the First World War, he put down his phi-
losophy of Life in a sermon in Stras-
bourg as follows: “It is good to preserve 
and promote life; it is bad to inhibit and 
destroy life. We are moral if we step out 
of our obstinacy, drop the strangeness to-
wards other beings and witness and sym-
pathize with everything that happens as 
part of their experience around us. Only 
in this quality are we truly human, in it 
that we possess our own unalienable mo-
rality that orients itself and develops fur-
ther and further”.  •

The above-mentioned school book “Nahrung, 
Bildung und Gesundheit für alle (Food, education 
and health for all)” can be ordered for CHF 10.- 
(plus postage) from Current Concerns.
Another valuable publication, “Albert 
Schweizer – Leben und Wirken. Unterricht und 
Informationsmaterial für Pädagogen (Albert 
Schweitzer – life and work. Teaching and 
information material for teachers)”, by a group 
of historians and educators from Weimar can be 
ordered from the Albert-Schweitzer-Komitee e.V., 
Albert-Schweitzer-Gedenk- und Begegnungsstätte, 
Kegelplatz 4, D-99423 Weimar. 
E-Mail: asgbweimar@oneline.de

”‘Strengthening the Values of Peace‘” 
continued from page 24
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If one compares the school laws of the dif-
ferent cantons, one finds the same basic 
thoughts and teaching requirements all 
over, which is that the schools have the re-
sponsibility to teach the children “to be 
persistent in life, to be competent and so-
cial people  according to the basic rules of 
democracy, freedom and social fairness in 
the framework of a government based on 
rights, to become responsible people and 
citizens” (“Volksschulgesetz des Kan-
tons St. Gallen”, school law of the Can-
ton of St Gallen, Art. 3) and “the grade-
school teaches a behavior which is based 
on Christian, humanitarian and democrat-
ic values.” (“Volksschulgesetz des Kan-
tons Zürich”, school law of the Canton of 
Zurich, Art. 2)

The teacher has the responsibility to-
wards the state, to lay the corner stone 
for Christian-humanitarian values such as 
standing up for one’s neighbor, responsi-
bility for the commonwealth of society in 
small circles as well as greater ones, will-
ingness to perform and a sense of his du-
ties. He should guide his pupils to think 
and react individually but include the 
sense of humanity and tolerance. Briefly: 
His mandate, in cooperation with his pu-
pils’ parents, is to take on the task of rais-
ing the pupils as competent, persistant and 
socially oriented people who will later in 
life as reliable adults and citizens take on 
responsibility for the family, the commu-
nity and the state.

“The teacher is  
at the center of his class”

Assuming that the human being is a so-
cial being, capable of responsibly and so-
cially empathizing, thinking and reacting, 
I see it as my personal obligation, along 
with the importance of teaching know-
ledge and competences, to lay the corner 
stone for empathy and the search for truth, 
openness and freedom and the guiding of 
the pupils towards educating themselves.

Alfred Adler, the founder of Individ-
ual Psychology, formulated this educa-
tional goal in the following way: “It’s not 
enough to be born as a person, one has to 
learn to live as a social being.”

The teacher is at the center of his class 
because human nature is social. The pupil 
doesn’t come to school as an isolated in-
dividual.  He or she is naturally oriented 
towards other human beings and wants 
to get together  with them and at the bot-
tom of his heart, to be in a good coop-
eration with his teacher and classmates. 
The teacher has the demanding respon-
sibility of making this primary desire of 

each child blossom. This can be done in 
any situation, whether it in the math, Ger-
man, or sport lesson, during the break, 
during a classtrip, etc. The teacher always 
has  thousandfold opportunities to lay the 
foundation of the pupil’s becoming a so-
cial person. 

Example of literature in the classroom
Taking the example of literature in the 
classroom, I would like to demonstrate 
how I worked with my class and tried to 
get every pupil where he stood at that mo-
ment, – embedded in the classroom com-
munity – to bring across this foundation of 
becoming a social person.

I have to add that I teach at a private 
school.  In this school, many children 
are enrolled due to the school’s psychol-
ogist or through the community because 
they are no longer “tolerable” in the pub-
lic school and caused too much trouble 
or didn’t get along with the other pupils 
or were bullied or had other difficulties.  
Or they were enrolled by their parents be-
cause they didn’t want their child to drop 
to a lower level where they wouldn’t want 
their child to be.

I have always liked to read a book to-
gether with my pupils.  In today’s times, 
where already the youngest pupils have 
their own smartphone, with which they 
play during a greater part of their freetime, 
many have never developed an idea how 
to grow from it, how enriching and ful-
filling reading is, how many emotions, in-
formation and joy reading can bring when 
one reads a book during his free time and 
how much one can learn about culture by 
digesting good literature. Whenever I see 
a child reading, the book is usually one 
of fantasy such as “Harry Potter” or other 
fantasy figures.  In today’s children and 
teenage literature one finds mainly fan-
tasy stories about witches, wizards, vam-
pires and monsters or about people with 
extremely exaggerated capabilities.  The 
children who are reading will no longer 
be prepared for real life, their empathy is 
no longer appealed to, but an imaginary 
world is presented in which hate, violence 
and magic fog the thoughts of the children 
and bring them away from reality.

I saw myself put in front of a challenge, 
to find a book for my colorfully thrown 
together school children. A book which 
would capture their enthusiasm and at the 
same time give the children a value orien-
tation in the sense of christian and occi-
dent culture.

Then I came across the wonderful book 
by Werner Laubi, “Albert Schweitzer, the 

Doctor of the Jungle”. I read it first my-
self with increasing fascination. His whole 
lifestory is appropriate for teenagers. It is 
described in a simple, impressive and well 
readable language. The events and conse-
quences which add to one’s character, out 
of which little Albert was formed, what he 
became as an adult are so relevant and au-
thentic in this book that each pupil could 
get something out of it.

Reading as a shared experience  
and encouragement towards  

individual thinking
First I asked the pupils whether they knew 
the name Albert Schweitzer. No one knew 
an answer. Then I began to tell who he 
was, what he did, how he, at the time of 
my childhood, was known to all and how 
everyone admiringly and highly respect-
edly spoke of this man and that I would 
now like to introduce this man and his 
lifework. The pupils noticed immediately 
my personal engagement and high respect 
for Albert Schweitzer. They gave me their 
fully undivided attention. My enthusiasm  
reached out towards the class and they were 
happy as I gave them each a book. To begin 
reading this way – what an enriching ex-
perience –, in the class, with all – pupils 
and teacher together. Reading becomes a 
shared experience in which feelings and 
thoughts can be exchanged. The experi-
ence, how a classmate is moved because of 
a scene, how he speaks of it, the thoughts 
which he expresses motivates each pupil 
to reflect upon the exchange. Each child 
is brought along whether he be a good or 
a bad reader. Sometimes he reads along, 
sometimes he only listens but each child 
has read and can participate in the com-
mon exercise of reading, through which he 
comes to his own experience that reading 
can be wonderful and open a whole new 
world.

Before we began with the literature, 
I gave the pupils a research assignment. 
“Try to find out at which time in Albert 
Schweitzer’s childhood one can recog-
nize that he would do something good as 
a man.” They were excited and began to 
read.

Already, in the middle of the first chap-
ter, Werner Laubi describes how Albert 
– he was not yet in school – was stung 
by a bee. He began to scream. And as 
he realized how all pitied him, this real-
ly made him feel good.  And so he went 
on crying even though the sting no long-
er hurt. The author continues: “‘You only 
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want to make yourself imprtant, Albert!’ a 
voice said to him. There Albert was really 
ashamed of himself.” (p. 4)

At the end of the first chapter I asked 
the pupils if they had already discovered 
something on which one can recognize 
that Albert Schweitzer would once do a lot 
of good work. Immediately the arms were 
thrown in the air. Yes, they confirmed, 
that with the guilty conscience because 
he exaggerated so much about the sting, 
and there was already something to it. We 
spoke a while about this theme. Some pu-
pils reported how they themselves had 
also exaggerated because the caring re-
sponse was so nice and how this exaggera-
tion actually is not acceptable. I was more 
than satisfied with the pupils’ answers and 
looked forward to further lessons.

Each chapter of this book hid at least 
one such pearl as in the first chapter and 
my pupils found all the pearls. It was not 
necessary to give hints to any of them. 
They read this book with enthusiasm and 
couldn’t get enough of it.

Learn to listen  
to what my conscience tells me

An event is described in the fourth chap-
ter that many who were informed about 
Albert Schweitzer would have known. 
Albert was challenged by a classmate to 
come with him to a hill and at the top 
shoot at birds with a slingshot. Albert had 
an inner resistance to this plan, however, 
he felt uncomfortable saying no because 
he was afraid to be considered a coward 
as he had a difficult position as a comfort-
ably situated son of a pastor among poor 
farm boys. So he went along. Once hav-
ing arrived at the hill he was requested 
to take out his slingshot and to shoot at 
the birds who were sitting on the leafless 
branches and singing their morning song. 
Despite an inner voice, which strongly ad-
vised Albert not to shoot at the birds, he 
took his slingshot out of his pantspocket. 
At this moment, the churchbells of Güns-
bach began to ring. That was a “ring-
ing symbol” for Albert.  He jumped up, 
scared away the birds and ran down the 
hill. His heart pounded till it almost burst. 
But Albert was happier than ever before: 
“I didn’t do what someone ordered me to 
do! […] I did what my conscience told 
me.” (p. 27)

Every time I read this section I find it 
wonderful, rich, moving. I have already 
read this book with different classes. All, 
without exception, all were positively in-

terested. The pupils became bubbly that 
everyone of them wanted to tell the class 
of his own experience where he had not 
dared to listen to his inner voice or of an 
experience where he trusted in himself. 
We discussed each example right into the 
school breaks, the conversation couldn’t 
be stopped.

Strengthening one’s own  
personal value orientation

I keep a special memory of a girl. She 
came to me during the break: “Mrs B. 
do you remember how you asked me a 
year ago why I broke up the friendship 
with Dominic so abruptly? I contested 
then that I broke something off but, you 
know, actually you were right. Many boys 
laughed at me because of my friendship 
with Dominic. And there I was not as 
courageous as Albert Schweitzer. I didn’t 
trust myself to listen to my inner voice.” 
“That is very good that you come back to 
it now”, I said to her. “Each of us makes 
a human mistake sometimes, one which 
really hurts the other. When one dares 
to look at the mistake and learns from it, 
then one doesn’t make that mistake again, 
and that is very important. Then one can 
think about how one can correct the mis-
take and give the other a signal that one 
recognizes the mistake and that one is 
sorry. What did you think, what will you 
do?” “I want to take a walk with him and 
explain my behavior and apologize. You 
know, I’m really sorry.” Then she went off 
and looked for the boy and they both left 
the school together.

As they returned, the girl was relieved. 
She told me: “It didn’t undo the mistake 
but at least he knows now that it didn’t 
have anything to do with him rather that it 
was my cowardice which made me behave 
in such a way.”

If we hadn’t read this book in the 
classroom, such a reaction would not 
have occured. This girl was seized by the 
entire lessons, by the talks and from the 
content of the book and she was infect-
ed by my enthousiasm and  respect for 
Albert Schweitzer and entirely accepted 
the meaning of the text we read together. 
She assimilated it according to her age 
and used it as an example for her life. 
She thought about it on her own and de-
veloped her orientation of values. And so 
she was in the position to think about her 
mistake and correct it.

Education for peace
Albert Schweitzer know that the war prob-
lem extremely preoccupied him. He didn’t 
want to simply accept that people kill each 
other. His Christian ethics, his deep love 

for people, animals and nature didn’t 
allow for that.  So he looked for the partic-
ular phrase to which people would listen 
and reflect upon and which could reduce 
suffering and wars around the world. One 
day he came up with the phrase “Rever-
ence for life”. With each class there was 
much to discuss about it. At the end of the 
discussion, I let the pupils each write an 
essay regarding the theme “Reverence for 
life”. The pupils commendably made an 
effort towards this theme.

With each class, with which I read Albert 
Schweitzer’s life story I could through read-
ing this book make many moving experi-
ences. I would like to include one last thing. 
At the end of the book, I tell each of the pu-
pils what is not in the book. At the time of 
the Cuba crisis in 1962, Albert Schweitzer 
wrote a letter to Nikita  Chruschtchow (for-
mer state and party leader of the Soviet 
Union) as well as to John F. Kennedy (for-
mer President of the USA) in which he de-
monstratively warned of the beginning of an 
atomic war. I read sections of these letters to 
the pupils and they were always deeply im-
pressed of what they heard.

A girl – she went to the secondary  
school in the following year – came to 
visit me in the first school term.  Her histo-
ry teacher gave her class the assignment of 
finding a name of a person, who did some-
thing important for humanity, for each letter 
of the alphabet. “You can have three guess-
es to find out which name I picked with the 
letter S,” continued the girl, “Albert Sch-
weitzer of course. And do you know what?” 
She looked at me disappointedly. “He didn’t 
even know who Albert Schweitzer was. And 
then I told him that he was the man who 
helped to avoid an atomic war.”

This literature in the classroom is an 
example for lessons in ethics, for teaching 
values. Teaching values can be done only 
when exchange and interaction in person-
al relation between teacher and pupils oc-
curs, only then can the pupilship take in 
and entrench those values emotionally. 
The pupil needs the example of the teach-
er, it orients itself on him. He needs the 
teacher’s support. And he needs his class-
mates. When he hears how his classmates 
think and feel, then he trusts himself to 
develop his own ideas and to share them 
with the others in a classroom discussion 
in which the thoughts develop and be-
come concrete. Each pupil, regardless if 
he is good or weak, would be encouraged 
through a thought exchange with his class-
mates, his values will be formed and with 
these, as an inner yardstick, he can assess 
further actions, reflect and influence the 
common good.  •
(All quotations translated by Current Concerns)
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