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The Decline in Violence and Improved
Perceptions of Security

CSIS

AMajor reductions in all key measures of violence since peak in

2007.

APerceptions of Security much, much better,

ASecurity notably better in Shioite
ABut,

ASerious violence continues in many areas. IEDs and suicide
attacks remain a major issue.

A\l Qa 6 iindviesopotamia and Mahdi Army  are down , but not out.
Iran still a problem.

AArab -Kurdish tensions key issue.
ACrime, extortion, corruption now becoming more important.

APolice and rule of law remain weak. Situation likely to continue for
several years.
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e Al Qa'lda in lraq -- Winter 2006 vs.
Fall 2008
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Source: Gener al David H. Petraeus, #fdlraq Update, 0 Octobey
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High Profile Attacks (Explosions)
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CSIS | Stisrames Enemy Initiated Attacks in Irag and
Afghanistan: May 2003 to March 2009
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Key Remaining Risks:
Internal Politic Struggles

ANational political struggles at every level though national elections in early
2010 and at least 3 -6 months afterwards. Unstable coalitions, political
relations, administration , and central -provincial -local government relations.

Aurdish divisions, corruption, minority issues, Barzani vs. Talibani . Talibani
retirement.

ASunni and Shio6ite t eNiseiva Digala, Mpsulrandi cul ar | vy
Baghdad areas. Serious potential problem with Sons of Irag in Anbar and
elsewhere.

Antra Shiodéite power struggles affect Dawa
Shi 601 t e nétianally,i imBaghdad, and at every level of governance in the
South.

AAhidite on Shiodite violence is |ikely at
Sadrist movement has so far shifted away from such violence and the Madhi
Army has split into at least five major factions.

AMuch depends on the coming national el ect
provincial governance after the recent  provincial election , and the Iraqi
security services.
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Key Political Legislation

Source: US State Department: Weekly Status Report, March 11, 2009



