Atentados de Al-Qaeda en Damasco

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #14
Sdbado 24 y domingo 25 de diciembre de 2011

Amplio espacio dedica la prensa internacional al doble atentado perpetrado en
Damasco, con balance de 44 muertos y 166 heridos. Dado que la mayoria de los
articulos mencionan mds o menos los mismos elementos sélo reproducimos algunos
en esta revista de prensa.

Aunque la utilizacién de kamikazes en ese tipo de operaciones ha sido interpretada
tradicionalmente como caracteristica de Al-Qaeda, el Consejo Nacional Sirio y los
lideres regionales proestadounidenses acusan al gobierno de Bachar al-Assad de
ser el autor de dichos atentados, cometidos contra sus propios servicios de
seguridad.

La prensa internacional, que considera al CNS en general y a la Hermandad
Musulmana en particular (Observatorio Sirio de los Derechos Humanos) como las
unicas fuentes de informacion fidedigna sobre Siria, sigue repitiendo las
acusaciones de estos sin tomarse el trabajo de verificarlas.

Los editorialistas tratan en su mayoria de

- Negar, en primer lugar, el despliegue en Siria de los miembros de la organizacion
«Al-Qaeda en Libia»

- O de agregar nuevas acusaciones a las ya proferidas anteriormente contra el
presidente al-Assad para alimentar su expediente ante la Corte Penal Internacional
- O de hacer ver que el gobierno de al-Assad ya no logra garantizar la sequridad de
sus conciudadanos.

e Mientras la web francéfona dedica amplio espacio a nuestras informaciones y
analisis, Edith Bouvier, del diario francés Le Figaro, confirma el contenido del
reportaje publicado en el cotidiano espafiol ABC por el fotégrafo Daniel Iriarte:
hay libios en el Ejército Sirio Libre. Edith Bouvier trata, sin embargo, de restar
importancia al papel y la envergadura de estos personajes y de escamotear sus
verdaderas responsabilidades. Por ejemplo, Abdelhakim Belhaj, jefe historico de
Al-Qaeda (fue el tercer cuadro en importancia de esa organizacion) es calificado
simplemente de «ex yihadista».

e Los diarios canadienses se concentran en las declaraciones del ministro de
Relaciones Exteriores de Canada, John Baird, quien anuncié la adopcion de
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nuevas sanciones contra Siria. Lo que no dice ningin medio de la prensa
canadiense es que entre las 81 entidades y personalidades afectadas por esas
sanciones se encuentra Cham Press TV. Los paises occidentales, que gustan de
presentarse como grandes defensores de la libertad de prensa, se han
acostumbrado sin embargo a censurar a los medios de prensa de sus
adversarios, como ya ha venido sucediendo con el canal de television Al-Manar
(desde la agresidn israeli contra el Libano), con la television libia durante la
guerra contra Libia y con el canal privado de television sirio Ad-Dounia desde el
comienzo de los incidentes en Siria.

* Reuters observa que las sanciones internacionales obligan a la empresa
petrolera rusa Tatneft a suspender sus actividades en Siria.
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Le Monde (France)

L’étrange ped

igree du chef

dela mission arabe en Syrie

a Ligue arabe n'a pas peur

des Alatétedesa

mission d’observation char-
gée d enquéter sur les exactions
commises par les forces de sécuri-
té du régime de Bachar Al-Assad,
arrivée jeudi 22 décembre a
Damas, elle a nommeé... un profes-
sionnel de la sécurité, le général
soudanais Mohammed Al-Dabi,
unvétéran du renseignement.

Mieux : ce sexagénaire, hom-
me de confiance du président sou-
danais OmarAl-Bachir, qui est
censé mettre un terme aux arres-
tations et aux tueries d’opposants
syriens a lui méme é&é impliqué
dans la guerre civile entre le Nord
et le Sud du Soudan ainsi que
dans le conflit au Darfour, qui
vaut a M. Bachir, accusé de « géno-
cide s, un mandatd'arrét de la
Cour pénale internationale (CPT).

« Alutdt que de diriger une équi-
pe chargée d'enguéter sur des allé-
gations de crimes de guerre et de
crimes contre I'humanit é en Syrie,
le général devrait fairel'objet
d’une enquéte de la CPI pour des
crimes similaires au Soudan »,
écrit FONG Enough Project, spécia-
lisée dans la défense des droits de
I'homme en Afrique.

Interrogé sur I'improbable
pedigree du chef de la mission, le

du département
d’Etat américain Mark Toner a
reconnu «le bilan dérangeant de
Farmée et des renseignements sou-
danais », avant d"affirmer qu'il ne
disposait pas d'informations par-
ticuliéres concernant M. Dabi.

De fait, son nom ne fait pas par-
tie de ceux réguliérement citésen
relation avec les atrocités perpé-
trées par le régime soudanais au
Darfour. A ce titre, il ne fait 'objet
d'aucune poursuite devant la CPL
Pour autant, le général Al-Dabi,
promu chef du renseignement

militaire apres le coup d'Etat de
M. Bachir en198q, a rempli de
nombreuses missions en lien
avec cette région. Dans son ouvra-
ge de référence sur Phistoire du
Darfour (Darfur's Sorrow, Cam-
bridge University Press, 2007).
Puniversitaire américain M.

W.Daly explique comment ce
haut gradé a contribué a réprimer
la rébellion de I'ethnie Masalit,
dans 'ouest du Darfour.

La milice personnelle qu’il mit
sur pied a cet effet composée
exclusivement d’Arabes, est consi-
dérée comme I'un des préour-
seurs des janjawids, ces bandes
armées esclavagistes qui ont
semé |a terreur au Darfour. « Des
miliers de Masall ont & é tuéset
des dizaines de milliers ont été for-
cés de fuirs, écritM. W.Daly.

Interrogé sur ce choix pourle
moins maladroit, qui renforce
Popposition syrienne dans I'idée
que la mission d observation ne
servira qu'a faire gagner du

« L "idée était d"avoir un chef de
mission originaire d’un pays qui
ne soit paslimitrophe de la Syrie et
qui n'entretienne pas de conten-
tieux avecle régime Assad », dit-il.
Quant aux marges de manceu-
vres de la mission, mises en doute
par l'opposition, il tempére les cri-
tiques. « L important, c'est d'étre
surleterrain, méme sil'on n'en
voit que 60 %. Si le régime syrien
veut mettre des batons dans les
roues de la mission, i lefera qud-
le que soit la nature de son man-
dat » Arrivés en exploration a
Damas, les observateurs
devraient étre 3 pied dceuvreala
finde'année. @
BENJAMIN BARTHE
AVEC JEAN-PHILIDPE REMY
(A JOHA NNESBURG)
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Le Figaro (France)

Le terrorisme s’'immisce
dans le conflit syrien

GEORGES MALERUNOT

DEUX voitures piegeées a bord desquel-
les avaient pris place des kamikazes ont
explose i quelques minutes d'intervalle
hier 4 10 h 15, frappant la Direction de
la securite generale, le plus important
service civil, et un batiment de la Sécu-
rite militaire a Kfar Sousse, un quartier
de [a banlieue de Damas pourtant tres
securise, « Dewx détonations trés puis-
santes que ["ad entendues alors que j'étais
loin », raconte un diplomate
occidental, joint au télépho-
ne. Le bilan de ces attentats,
les premiers du genre en Sy-
rie depuis de nombreuses
annees, est ourd @ 44 tues,
civils ou militaires, et quel-
que 166 hlessés.

Ils ont eu liew au lendemain
de l'arrivée d'experts de ka
Ligue arabe, qud va envover lundiune cin-
quantaine d'observateurs pour tenter de

sortir de la crise entre ke régime et la rue,
qui a fait 6000 morts en neuf mois. Le
POUVOIE 2 aussiton accusé al-Qaida. Le dé-
partement d'Etat américain a condamné
le double attentat, affirmant qu'il ne de-
vail «pas empécher » les observateurs
arabes d'accomplir leur mission,

Depais le début de la révolte contre
Bachar el-Assad, Damas dénonce « des
gangs armes » et « des groupes islamis-
tes », Sans accuser ouvertement les ser-
vices de renseignements d'avoir procede
a une manipulation, Omar dieb, mem-
bre du Conseil national qui regroupe les
principales formations de 'opposition,
trouve ces explosions « trés mysterkeuses
dans un quartier qu'il est extrémement dif-
ficike de penétrer en voiture »,

« fe ne crois pas a e manipulation »,
estime, de son cote, Je diplomate occi-
dental. qui insiste sur «le changement

44

tues
ef 166 blessds - ¢'est

le bilan des attentats
d'hier 3 Damas

dans la nature de laffronterment » que ces
attentats pourraient impliquer. Selon lud,
o la masse des indécis a désormais des rai-
s objectives d'awir peur d'un scénario
al'iraldenne ».

Entrée en jeu d'al-Qaida ?

Cet acces de violence pourrait marquer
I'entrée en scene d'al-Qaida dans ke
conflit syrien. Des signaux avant-cou-
reurs avaient été émis, e 22 octobre, lors-
que sa branche levantine - les Brigades
Abdallah Azzam - publlérent un commu-
niqué appelant a attaquer les
forces de sécurité qui ménent la
répression contre les manifes-
tants. Pour les spécialistes, ce
communique, passe largement
inapergu, signifiait que la mou-
vance terroriste cherchait de-
sormais a profiter de ka violen-
ce, nolamment confessionnelle,
pour passer a l'action, apres
s'etre discretement implantée dans cer-
taines regions de Syrie,

Outre des combattants libyens, la pnc'-
sence de djibadistes dans un camp d'Ar-
sal, 2t la frontiére svro-libanaise, est évo-
quée par des sources sécuritaires. Dans
son communiqué, al-Qadda appelait éga-
lement les sobdats & rejoindre « ke dighad »
contre un pouvoir gue lorganisation n'a
Jamais conskdéré comme allié, méme sl
leurs Intéréts ont pu converger, notam-
ment aprés Uinvasion americaine de
I'Irak en 2003, Jorsque Damas laissa tran-
siter des milliers de diihadistes desireux
d’aller combattre les soldats américains a
Bagdlad. Ces derniéres années, lesservices
syriens ont joué un double jeu, fermant les
VEUX SUr ces passages, tout en arrétant et
livrant certains djihadistes aux services de
securite occidentaux. Hier, Damas a pu
avoir ¢te victime de ses anciens relais, a
maoins qu'il Jes ait, une fois encore, utilises
avee machiavélisme, m
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Libération (France)

La comedienne est devenue le porte-voix
de la contestation dans ce bastion insurge.

Fadwa Suleiman,
pasionaria de Homs

Lie 2 e 3 beancher 1a vidéo en

encamant la conversation sur Je

logicid de communicadon par In-
rernes, . Déboodance d'énecgle
malgeé ' heure mattnale, gobslet de caf®
ex cigarene ) 1a main, ele veur estvelir
les conscienpes » et G&tite 3 couse allure
52 Ookre conr aits dirfpoant's d mondr
antier qui ont culdlf ks valkners Rommines
o fontpassy Mutddt delowr Bt asant
lave du gTim..
Nouvells icine de 12 ¥voluacion syrienne
depuis cevendredl de novembes ot elle
et apparue surA l-Jexiea o milieu des
mantfeszancs 3 Homs (ouest du pays),
Fadwa Suleiman étalt 342 une

saren Syreavantdes'engager PROFIL  yaquelques

dans ke combar concre ol criv-
mel de guore Backar al-Assade.
Abouhe, comme )i, ceme comédienne
de thisdre, de Cinéma et de teuillemns
2Ry isés ) sucods ne ressem-
ble plus ) ses personmages
AKX wnues ey

aurjourd Tl $om pls Doy
¥0drparmd des htros qui ' ac-
cuctlent ot me prstgmt dues

outte vile quirdstae ou ORE! CoMTDN
ot attisd por Raigiows. Ele dkdispo-
ser de preuwes que o= sant Jes hommes
de main do régime qul coent les gens et
Jerwent deurs cocps dans Jes quarters de
Homs civivent Jes minochés
laconfroacadon. «Fad coiibet
1'tmoge des alaoubes cupe's de toule it
Popuiintim depuls quejesuls tiw, affirme
avec assurance 1a miliame, véooe d'un
gros col Toulé rouge sous un gllet de
laine pour résister a2 froid de [ madson
Privée de chauffage - comume wmes kes
ares dans oe guarder rebelle de
Homs -, dans laquelle elle riside. o Le
Wt sellrment muinor que
d 'S widuitd des summbes of des oo -
tesls Tjowne- t-lle, considénng | com-
mmmum
lacioa du régime.

Sﬁu C'estau nom de L2 grandeur de
civiisty, comme elle Jere-
pulmmm qu'cle
mine 2 Axe concre Je secrarisme et
pour Ia démocracie etla Uberré. Sans
peur des grands moTs et alors qu'elle
vient de racomrer comment elle 2
la veille 2u sniper de la roe du

Catre 2 Homs, surnommée orousede in
marts par Jes hablrancs, elle parie de
paix, deternicd, d'und ersallsme e
d'humanisme. Des id4ax qul revien-
nent dans ses messages video dadids
anodc i 523 ecommnmaus Wottne de b
monipaiation du régtees, mbt aux
commeanTs d'Adp (noed de la Syrie),
ot elle 2 grandi, pour les appeler i se
Jolndred 1 « gréve de 2 dignhée . Dans
['un de =3 pécencs enregisrements, elle

adremeun ‘ameour aux frces
de Tardes . o« T, 1 homume drla séowrdd,
tu dols d "avand sy collirdias thens, dies
miens, detes anfuuts, dr d3 mire, de ton

nefiis o sdourdd
dhum sdhanne, okl quils ‘attapued ton
P, aax mulens, aaooRdtRs v, ditavec
éloguence 2 comadienne profession-
Delle en caressant Ia caméra de ses

mumm

' el | Raseoniene au foud decha-
cume, elle veur «3hdur i tuswr de son
odmes. Souxiant ) ce souventr, elle pd-
viie pour 1a premiere fols Une « accione

qu'elle avalt mende Incognico 11
semalnes dans un

Jardin e Dammas, o ellea pard-
cipé diss Je départ ) 1a coneestation.
aDans um jordin pubiic, avec cieg fe's
fevees, masdes de plecomx et depatn-
ROR, ROWS ROWS STUNRS MHises
& dessioer por tere. Unedba-
2xine d'homumes armds sont
mtervemes powr mows demas-
der d'arsdter ot de partir. ke
o of abws peopasd de fober
drs dessies dlowr fowr. SAma-
ods, cordmins s'y sont mis n
et muxis, txds vie, hewr chef

- o'est Swmrwdat 't wuis & s engaander of

s mumaer. Jedud ol parif en T invdioxt &
Prmde b pinceoy pour dépader sa colte.
1 w'aabrs moonid qu'll dessioailt tris
biem dzns son enfimor &

[région des alacahes, dans I'cuest A1
pays, ndlr] ats'y st s Rk des exfonts

Est-ce un milinncksme quss pacifique,
2 1a lmice de 12 nabved®, qul vaur 2
Fadwa Suleiman d'2cre aujoand hol ca-
quée et menacée 3 Homs, ot les foeces
Aurdgime foar des perquisidons, arme-
TENC £TCOCOrent Oermins poar obrentr
des Informacions sur au.-? Depuls
qu'dlle s’ ext insrallée dans 2 ville assis-
goe, apres avolr mis soa filsa 1'abed, 2
famille est soumise 3 uces sartes de
pressions ex son fréee 2 di la dénoncer
3 larevision comme eagent & b scldr
dr T tanger ». REjGINT 100X 3ppare-
TANCe CONITLNAIGLNS JUIme G 31 peu-
ple syTien, elle apporte un Gémenc
Quockdien aux al¥gachons du régime.
ot suds Mpowr stvoigner g’ i n 'y apas
dr bandes armdes salnfistes qui &' afts-
quant aan habdionts icl, queles atiaques
w provirmeont que des foves du pou-
woir », aftirme la pasionaria . EDe se dic
d'accord avec ks argumems du
surun seul polns: «Clast el quels Sy-
e et wictimed um Codud ol est
drigt par Bachar o -Assal »

HALA KODMA N
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Le Parisien (France)
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Was von Malik iibrig war

Mit Scharfschiitzen macht das Regime von Damaskus Jagd auf das eigene Volk.
So treibt es den Biirgerkrieg voran, vor dessen Ausbruch es den Westen wamt.
SPIEGEL-Reporter waren bei Aufstindischen in Homs: Dort wehren sich die Gejagten.

Chackpolt dor Fredan Syischen Armee inHoms:  Ob wir 5o lebhen oder sterben, wo st der Untorschied?*

2 Dxw xvizos: s3/3011
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enn der Dunst auf

n Licht des :

wermn die letzten Unglickse b

im Zickzack tber die breite Flache

damn heginnt die Jagdzeit aufder

Kairo-StraSe. Geschossen wird den gan-

zen Tag an dieser Stelle, aber von nun

an ganz Ein paar Remnende schaf

fen es heute noch auf de andere Seite.
Hner schafft es nicht mehr, geht

und schreiend zu Boden. Er hatte Brot

dabed, etwas, das es auf seiner Seite der

Kairo-Strafe mcht mehr gibt.

Maorgens werden loer nuwr manchmal
Passanten erschossen. Aber vom Nach.
mittag an und die Nacht
hindwch ist die breite,
schnwgerade Strafe zwi-
schen den Vierteln Chalidi-
32 und Bajada eine Todes-
zane. Dann schiefen sie
auf alles, was sich bewegt:
die Scharfschitzen der Ge-
heimdienste, die nichts an-
deres mehr sind aks Todes-
schrwadronen, und die Scha-
hiha-Killer, genamnt die
Gedster” ~ Malizen auf Ta-
geshanorarbasis, die sich
mit Plundern ihrer Opfer
noch etwashiuverdienen
kinnen

Die Topografie des Ter
rars, das ist in diesen Ta-
fcn def Su.d lan van

foms. tadtteile
von Synens dritigraSter

im spa-

Hunderttausende zu Gei-
Seln emer enumng, de-
ren Prasident Baschar al-
Assad im Interview mit
dem amerikanischen Fern-
sehsender ABC kichernd
betenerte, nur ein Verrtick-
ter wirrde auf sein e jgene s Valk scloeSen
lassen.

Was vor neun Monaten aks friedbicher
Protest gegen die Diktatur der Assad
Dynastis begommen hatte, st zum Feld
7ug des Regimes gegen das Volk ge-
warden. Eines Regimes, das 42 Jahre lang
gewohnt war, mit Brutalitat Unterwer.
:g 7u erzwingen. Seit diese Brutalitat

icht mehr ausreicht, setzt es auf mehr
Bruta ltat. Und auf noch mehr, wed der
Widerstand nicht aufhart, sondem
wachst. Es gibt keine Verhandiungen. Im
schwer bewachten Zentrum von Hams,
wo dasRegime auslandischen Besuchern
eme stische Alltaglichkeit vor-
spielt, hat es phakatieren lassen:  Die
Fortsetzung des Dialogs gamantiert die
Stahilitat ¥

Offiziel]l hat das Regime am Montag
zumindest gegentber der Arabischen

3 Xt und will nun unabhangi.

ge Beobachter ins Land lassen. Doch ver-

sprochen hat Assad auch schon var Mo-
naten ¢in Ende der Gewalt, gehalten hat
er michts. Am Dienstag lie er Homs mit
Ralketen beschie Ben.

Viele Stadte in Synien sind zur Kampf.
zone gewarden, awh i Damaskus hat
der Aufstand jetzt die Varorte erreicht.
In Homs aber sterhen joden Tag §, 10, 15
Menschen, die meisten als Opfer der
Scharfschutzen. Mehr aks 200 Stellungen
haben die Aufstindischen in Homs ge-
zahlt, von denen aus willktrkich und chne
Wamung Menschen erschossen werden
Nicht, wedl sie demonstrieren. Sondem
weilsie da smd

Taoerfeier K6 Regime Opfer Malik: S terben fur ein Sm Brot*
Wiedq Mann mit dem Brot, den ein

paar aus dem Schussfeld
und ins Noflazarett der Aufstandischen
von Chalidija gebracht haben. Minuten
spater it er schon wieder fart. f.
schuss”, knappes Bedauemn eines blei
chen Arzies, wir konnten nichs mehr
ftri:nmnmdl‘nndm den Platz.* Eine
junge Lehrern, mun Krankenschwe ster,
sagt: .Jhlfm Sie uns! Wir brauchen Me.
dika mente, Waffen, allest*

Im nachsten Raum bringt ein Arzt funf
Frauen an einem gefalteten dunnen Ge-
betsteppich bed, wic man tiefe Wanden
naht Nebenan krummt sich ein Mann var
Schmerzen, dem sie gerade cinen Tedl des
FuBes amputiern, nachdem sich dort ene
Schusswunde entztindet hat Aus den
Lautsprechern einer Maschee ist zu haren,
dass gerade ein Fuganger gestorhen sed.

DrauBenim hlaven Licht der Damme-

fahrt ein Gemisela ster seine Leiche
eiund die eines weiteren Erschosse.

nen, den es fruher am Tag getroffen hat.
Ein Paar steht mitternd vor einem Haus,
schaut dem Laster nach, die Frau ver.
schledert, bebend var Verzwedflung und
Wut: Warum durfen wir einfach so um.
gebracht werden? Wieso hilft uns nie.-
mand?! Wo ist die Amabische Liga, wo
sind Frankreich, Deutschland, Amen.
ka?!* Sie schreit. Und erzahit van dem
alten Mamn, um die siehzig, dervor drem
Haus von zwed K getraffen warde,
weine Stunde lang kommien wir #m nicht
hereinhalen. Aks wir thn endbich mm Haus
hatten, haben wir aus Angst versucht, das
Blut wegzusptilen, damut die Schabiha

uns nicht angreifen. Ob wir

gehe nir Polizetwache! Ich
binde mir einen Spreng-
siofigire] um und brin
die wemnigs ens mit u.:nl“8e

Homs ist eine kamph-
zierte Stadt, ein Syrien im
Kleinen: Mehr aks die Half.
te der anderthal b Millianen
Bewolner sind Sunniten,
jewedls etwas mehralks zetm

zent Christen und Ala-

witen, der Rest vertedlt sich
auf Heme Minderheiten.
Unweigerlich hat der Pro-
test gegen das Regime eine
fatale Eigen entwi-
chkelt: Baschar 2l Assad, die
obersten Genernale und
Chefs der Geheimdienste
sind Alawiten, ebenso die
meisten Mamnmer der Todes-
schwadranen und Schabi-
ha-Milizen. thre Opfer sind
fast ausschlie8bich Sumni.
L ten. Ubergelaufens Solda-
ten und Geheimdienstler
bezeugen, dass das Regime
auch Trupps in Zivil los-
schickts, um Alawiten im Namen derSun-
miten anzugred fen und rt. Friad.-
Bche Demonstranten en als ilamis.
tische Fanatiker ausgegeben, die kimen,
um christiiche Fraven zu vergewaltigen

Es hat ungekdirte Entfth und
Marde gegeben in Homs, Menschen sal-
len gekiipft warden sein. Auch wenndas
Leben in den alawitischen Vierteln noch
zemlich normal verl auft, wachst die An-
spamnung. Die Angstvor einem Burger-
krieg lasst das Ausland zogemn, uns zu
helien®, sagt einer der jungen Koardina-
taren der Revolutionskomi tees in Homs.
Wirsollenibhn Ahmed nemmen.  Aber ) r
linger es danert, desto groer wixd die
Gefalr des Burge rimiegs.”

Ahmed navigiert uns zu einem Trefien
alawitischer Aktivisten im Viertel Baj
um zuzeigen, wie sie versuchen, die Es-
kalation aufzuhalien. Der Weg ftihrt ther
die Kairo-Strafe, die an diesem
noch ruligdabegt. Er verliuftdurch |

Dax xrisOonc s32/3011

Voltairenet.org

5



24 & 25 décembre 2011 / December 24 & 25,2011

Potest gegen Pdsiat Assad, umidmpfte KavoStase:  Ekh binde wur cinen Sprengseof fpdrse] um®

ser, deren Wande herausgetrochen wur
den, um neue Wege zu schaffen, vorbed
an den Einfallswinkein der Scharfschut
zen Er fuhrt varbed an kmichchen Ab
fallbergen, an fichenden Familien mit
Koffern, diein andere Stadte enthommen
wallen, wo die Lage kaum besser ist. Und
dann endet er, mitten in Bajada, an der
Wadi-al-Arah Strafle.

Hier gelten andere Regeln als ein paar
Blocks wedter Fher wird mmafeschm
sen. Menschen sammeln sich auf beiden
Seiten der Strafe, ttber die an diesem
\h’m’tu?):ne paar Minuten ein Schuss
peitscht. Die Verwegenen, die Lebensmit.
] und Medikamente ins Viertel bringen,
nehmen Anlaufund werfen Brot, Nudeln,
Zigaretten, Windeln ther den halt.
Mit Drahschlingen, Seilen und Haken
versuchen sie, ins Sichere zu Zichen, was
auf der Strafe liegen gehlichen t.

Eme alte Frau steht weinend vor der
Hauswand:  Seit zwei Maonaten geht das
sa. Das istein Gefingnis. Eherschlimmer.
Da drthen®, auf der anderen Strafensed.
=, wohne ich. Aber ich kann doch nicht
melr 50 schnell hufen Sie #9ten mich,
werm ich nach Hause gehen will, sie t94en
joden. Katl, katl toten*, sie wiederholt
die Warte immer wiader, Tranen laufen
ther thre Wange, ein kurzes Schluchzen,
damn wischt = mit dem Handricken
tiher die Augen: , Entschuldigung.”

Nach einer halben Stunde kammt ein
deiner weier Lief Das Taxd des
Wahnsinns. Wer mita will, verab
schisdet sich von den anderen, betet leise
fur sich, emn Mamn brullt: , Und wenn wir
stierhen, sterhen wir « firean Stick Brot!*
Dann stedgen sie ein: die alte Frau zuerst,
die Augen assen, Gebete murmelind.
Ein alier mokt schwer beladen mit

Tuten, ein Junge, die versuchen, sich
flach zwhgde anderen zu legen.
Alle Umstehanden machen Platz, der
Fahrer setzt zurtick, nimmt 30 Mater An
laad, gibt Vallgasund mst ther die Strafe.
Auf der anderen Seite rammt er fast ein
parkendes Auto, bevar er unter dem Jubel
der Mmmm Stehen kommt Diesmal
ist kein gefallen. Dred weitere Au
tos wagen zu falgen, alle kommen durch.
Im Haus emnes sunnitischen Scheichs
auf der anderen Seite haben sich prami.
nente Alawiten und ein Christ aus ver.
schiadenen Stadten versammelt. Sie pla.
nen Demaonstrationen in halbwegs siche.
ren Vierteln gegen die konfessionelle
Spaltung, ,die Welt sall wissen, dass der
Burgerkrieg Assads Propaganda ist*. AL
falliges ;:‘stmeh
Das Problem s nur, erklart Ahmed,
dass beide Scharfschiitzen-Stellungen an
den Enden der Wadi.al- Arah Strafle in
alawitischen Vierteln hegen und von Ma.
lixionaren aus der Nachbarschaft flan.
kiert werden , Die Alawiten sind dieletz.
te Bastion des Regimes®, sagt er,  die
Sunniten die Opfer, egal, was wir sagen *
Dach das sed eine theoretische Dehatte
angesichts der Frage, ob sie in ein paar
Tagen therhaupt noch am Leben seden.
Seit Wochen stéhen rwischen 200 und 3o
Panzer der , Assad Armee” vor Homs. Je.
den Tag wird der Sturm auf die Stadt er-
wariet Alle ratseln was Assad z8gem
lasst Und haoffen, dass es das Misstrauen
der Generale in die eigene Armee ist. Die
hachsten Offiziere mégen Alawiten sein,
aber die meisten Soldaten, die Unteroffs.
Ziere und niaderen Ringe, sind zumeist
Sumiten Wemn sie vormicken missen,
werden Manner der Milizen und G eheim.
dienste m dhrem Rixken siehen und zu

verhindern wissen, dass sich ddem
Schussbefeh] varwedgert ~in siejoden
erschiefen, der micht toten will

Assads Regime spricht von auslind-
schen Terraristen und edner  globalen Ver
schwarung”. Seine Schergen faltern fur
Gestandnisse von einem komhinierien
saudisch. israelisch amerikanischen Kam.
plott - dabei sind sie es selhst, die aufdie
Bevolkerung und sogar dhre eigenen Sol-
daten schiefen lassen Um die Leichen
hinterher als Opfer der inszenierten Ver
schwarung im Staats fernsehen zu zedgen.

DerKaonsens friedlicher Demanstratio-
nen, der bis in den Spatsommer hinein
gehalten hatte, ist buchstablich gestarben.
Das Valuum haben die Kampfer besetzt,
meist Uberlaufer dor Armee. Unter mo-
mineller Fthrung eines in die Turkesd ge-
flohenen Obersts versuchen sie, die
wFrede Syrische Armee®, FSA, zu etablie
ren. Ob sie, wie behauptet, ther 15000
Saldaten verfigt, ist unidar, aber es wer
den jaden Tag mehr. Zumindest in Homs
haben sie es gescha fit emen tristen Ar
bedtervarort zum Symbol der Haffnung
zu machen: Baha Anw, ein armes Viertel
m Stidwesten der Stadt ist die erste be.
freite Zane Zentraksyniens. Dred Quadrat.
kilometer Ausnahmezustand

Auf dem Weg darthin, nicht weit von
derZentrale desLuftwafiengeheimdiens.
tes, Hegen zwed blutuberstrtomie Leichen
von Gefalterten im Gras nebhen der Stra.
Be. Hier, im Ndemandsland rwischenden
Fronten, wagtkeiner, sie zu b

Am ersten Checkpoint der FSA salu-
tieren die Mianner und stellen sich mit
Rang und Einheit var. Sie haben Wafien,
aber nur zwed Unifarmjacken, diesieredh-
um firs Foto anzichen. Beinghe jede Roke
wird bewacht, an den Randemn des Vier

=
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ks mitseinen ther $0000 Menschen st
hen je ein Dutzend Mamner hinter Sand.
sacken und Barrikaden, versargt von den
Familien der Nachharschaft, rstet
mit Kalaschnikows und ein paar Panzer-
fausten. 500 Soldaten seden es nsgesamt,
unter dem Kommando des thergelanie.
nen Oberleutnants Abd al Rasak Tlas,
eines entfernten Neffen deseinstigen Ver.
i digungs mi nis fers.

Am Tag seines Abtauchens, erzahlt ez,
hatten die Generdle aus seiner Verwandt.
schaft : JKomm mwrtck! Damn
wird es keine Probleme fir dich geben,
daftr kyrmen wir sargen. Du bekammst
Geld, viel Geld! ™

Erkam mcht

e spater hatten sich andere gemel
P

.

T wexlen demne Frau und deine
Kinder umbringen, wenn du dich nicht
ergibst! ¥ Aber die waren da bereits abge-
taucht.

Fur den Moment herrscht eine

memhu stische Rube in Baba Anw. b
zogdie Armee nach
schweren Kampfen ab. Am Check-
pomt der FSA gegentber der Uni.
versitit Hiegen nur 25 Meter zwi-
schen thnen und Assads Truppen. %
Seit sechs Wochen.  Saolange die  #
micht angretfen, scloefen wir auch
mcht®, sagt Tlas,

Und wenn die Panzer kommen?
wWerden wir sie 50 lange wie maghich
mfhalen * Und damm? , Zichen wir
uns mrick, 50 wie im Oktober, als
die Armee zum letzien Mal in Baha
Amr anrickte”, als Tausende Be.
wolner in die Darfer Sohen. Wir
haben schheSlich keine Panzer ™

Aber was st mit der auslindi
schen Unterstitzung, von der im-

Demcastmatan in Baba Any, Gebelmiarasett in Homes: | Kopfschusg wir boo sen nichts mehr fir thn s

mer wiader die Rede i5t?  Sie meinen die
Weltverschwtnung? Von der Baschar im.
mer spricht, der Hund", wirft emer der
Desertewe emn. Die hatten wir gern®,
Tlas lacht heiser,  wir wiaren ja dankhar
ftr jode Patrone! Aber was wir viel mehr
brauchen, ist eine Rugverbatszone!*

Es hat etwas Verzweifeltes, eine Flug.-
verbotszone zu fardermn, obwohl As
noch kaum Fugzeuge eingesetzthat. Bis.
ht‘(penum Schusswaffen und Pan=
um Tausendezu ¥ten.  Aber trotzdem®,
beharrt Thas,  wirde so eine Zone viele
Offiziere ermutigen, mit thren Mamn.
schaften und Panzem tthe rrulaufen

In der relativen Stille des Maoments or-
ganigert das Viertel sich selbst Komitees
ktummem sich um Nahrungsmittel, Was-
ser- und Stramversorgung. Aus dem gan
zen Land kommen Uberlaufer der Ar
mee und Arzie. Kuriere bringen Geld,
Medikamente. Schifer treihen diskret

e
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»

thre Herden an den Rand des Viertels.
Selbst die Freitagspredigt in der graSeen
Moschee hat weltliche Zuge angenom-
men: ,Und wenn shr noch Diesel im
Haus habt, tedlt thn mit den anderen!
Wenn thr zu essen habt, tedlt! Offnet eure
Hauser fir die Fluchfiinge! Gott ist mit
den Barmherzi AuBerdem hraucht
das Lazarett Blutspender! Rhesus ne.
gativ®

Ein Gemtuschandler, der Manageremer
Parfumerieketts und ein Informatiker ko-
ardineren, immerfart rauchend, Baba
Amrs Kontakt zur AuSenwelt. In ihrem
Haupiquartier in einer Wohnung siolpern
Scheichs thers Kabelgewirr zwaschen =g
Camputern, kingeln die ganze Nacht hin-
durch die Telefone, laden Studenten die
Videos der letzten Demonstrationen und
Erschassenen hoch, tirmen sich Hand.

aten, Aschenbecher und Kaffeehe.
er auf therladenen Tischen.

Alle reden pausenlos. Nur einer
der Altivisten wird plotz.
lich ’;:?zmstill, alks er einen .zxnmf
bekommt, und schaut reglos auf
seinen Bildschirm. Sein Cousin ist
| erschossen worden. Er Jebte im
Darf Dar Kabira auSerhalb van
Homs und war gerade mit Nach.

bamn auf dem Heimweg.
Die Schabiha m‘aeckpomt
der HauptstraSe hatten die Aus.-

weise kontralliert, sie fahren las.
sen und Sekunden spater auf das
Auto geschossen Zwei hitten
tiberlebt, er sei gestarhen. Womit

chossen wurde, 5t nicht z
ﬁr. gber Mallks halber E::n;i
fehlt. Ma bk war zwanzig, Backer

in Homs, versorgte seine jinge-
ren Geschwister. Sein Traum, sagt

oEx xrisOoss s3/30n11
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der Onkel, sed eine eigens Backered ge-
wesen.

Am nachsten Mogen begt Malk, in wed-
Bes Tuch in einem mn
&rﬁmmmmumm‘
wo eigentlich sein Kopfsein solite, haben
sie eine schwarze Plastikttits um den

ma.Fwda: en offnen

Hnein, mcht, bitte!™ ﬂehlhthnhl.
Gﬁmmd&smdu&nm
it ein machtvoller An.
H:d'. Die Ilauzr sind Jeer an diesem
Fast ist auf der Strafe. Var-
Mﬂmmdx Ntnabelnm in thren hesten Ro-
ben, datinter die Bauern, Kinder, Frauen.
\bmuG&hu rasch fartgewisch.
te Tranen, Ftche. Van den Dachem
streuen Midchen Blumen. Die Menge
skandiert, dass dies nun Maliks Weg ins
So fardert es der Brauch, aber der funk-
tianiert nicht mehr. ZugroB ist thr Zam.

LSiestirmen nach s unser Dorf, e be.
chen in die Hauser ein, verhaften und er-
scloefen Menschen®, bricht &5 aus einem
der Manner heraus, nur wed wir fried.
bch demonstrierten. Was filr eine Regie-
nung tut so e twas? Baschar al Assad sagt,
er 5a ein Jegitimer Prasident. Tut 50 etwas
ein legitimer Prasident? Wir Bau
em sem, aber wir werden unsere Haupter
mcht mehr beugen! Und wenn sie unser
halbes Darf massakrieren!*

Der Wi m&md:e&admtgdﬂz
Bich geworden. Ein stets vorausfahrendes
Auto meldet neue Kontrollposten, der
Konwvoi weicht auf F aus. Bavern
Hmh%uiﬁmgw
zu Fu weiter, auf Motomadem, bis die
ersten Posten van Baba Amr auftauchen.

Frither war Syrien ein Land des pam-
noiden Masstranens. Aberin den Monaten
des Aufstandsist vielerarts ein ungekann.
s Vertrauen gewachsen: Fremde offnen
thre Turen, wenn Desertewre oder Ver-
letzte Unterschhupf suchen. Passanten
wamen Autofthrer vor neuen Posten.
Arzte hehandeln Verletzte in den Staats.
krankenhausern, obwohl jede Denunzia.
fion ikr Todesurtedl bedeuten kann. Das
Regime, das jahrzelnielang seine Bewal-
kerung bespitzelt und in Angst gehalten

wamen var Verhaftungen geben die
Falndungshisten weiter, verraten A ngriffs-
plane. Doch noch halt das

Was tut die Welt?, fragte auf dem
Friedhafshiigel von Dar Kabira ein alter
Mann, chne eine Antwart zu erwarten.
Ak sie das, was von Malik thrig war, in
de&uheﬂuu hefen, schaute er weit
therswinterkalte Land, ak lige rgendwo
eme Antwort. Bis er fand, was er suchte:
wDaorthinten, am Bach legen die vom Ge-
heimdienst manchmal die Leichenab. Es
hort nicht auf. Baschar wird all die toten
lassen, we lche die Welt thn toden lsst™

Voltairenet.org
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Selbstmordanschlédge in Damaskus

Bombenexplosionen vor Einrichtungen der Sicherheiisdienste — 40 Todesopfer

Zwet Selbatmordanschlige in der
syrischen Haupistadt Damaskus
haben dem Aulstand gegon das
Regime Asad eine nene Dimen-
sion verliehen, Die Opposition
wilter! eine Inszenierung.

Jiirg Bischofl. Beirut

Zwei Bombenanschlage auf Emnrichtun.
gen der Sicherheitsdienste in Damaskus
haben am Freitag lamt offizicllen An-
gaben 40 Tote und rund 150 Verletzte
gefordert. Selbstmordattentdler hitten
vor dem Sitz der Stastssacherheit und
vor emem lokalen Sicherheitsposten je
cine Autobombe gertindel. sagten staat
liche Medien. Sie schrichen die Atten-
tate der Karda zu und verwiesen auf
Warnungen libanesischer Regierungs-
stellen, laut denen Mitglieder der Ter-
rovorgunisation dic libanesische Grenze
20 Syrien Oberschriten haben

Vom Regime inszeniert?

Die AnschEige scheinen dic Durstellung
der Regicrung zu bestiitigen, terronsti-
sche Grappen versuchten das Land ins
Chaos zu sttirzen. Die svrische Fohrung
hatte erst am Donnerstag in Briefen an
dic Generalversammiung und an den
Menschenrechtssat der Uno beklagt, os
wiirden nur die Berichle von Medien
gehont, die im Emnklang mit den Abssch-
ten gewisser Staaten Syrien zerstiren
wollten. In dem Brief heisst es. bber
X000 Mitglieder der syrischen Sicher-
heitskiafte seien getotet worden

Ein Rebellenkommandant von der
Freien Syrischen Armee verurtedte hin-
gegen den Anschlag und sagte, seine
Organsation veeliige gar micht uber die
Mittel, solche Attentate ausmufGhren,
Oppasitionelle Sprecher  argwishnten,
das Regime habe dic Anschilige sclbst
in Szene gesetzt, um seine Dasstellung
der Ercignisse 20 untermsavern. Eine
erste Gruppe von Beobachtern der Ara-
bischen Liga, dic am Vortag in Damas-
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kus eingetroffen war, wurde von den
Behorden zu den Schauplatzen der
Explosionen gefithn

Protest gegen Beobachter

Der Auftrag der arabischen Beobachter
lautet, den von der Regierung zugesag-
ten Abzug der Truppen aus den Stadien
und dic versprochene Freilassung von
Gefangenen zu tberwachen. Die Liga-
Mission soll auch Gespriiche zwischen
dem Regime und den Aufstiindischen in
Gang bringen, um ¢ine Beruhigung dor
Lage zu erreichen. Die Opposition hiilt

| die Zulassung Jder Beobachtermssion

SYRISCHE GELDER EINGEFROREN

Dic Schweiz hat bisher syri-
sche Gelder in der Hohe von 50 Millio-
nen Franken gesperrt. Betroffon davon
seien ein Dutzend Unternchmen sowie
54 Personen, sagle eme Sprecherin des
Stastssekretaniats  far Wirtschalt am
Freitug. Zuric alten wiirden unter
anderem Gelder von Prisident Bashir
al-Asad und scinem Bruder Maher so-
wic von  Innepminister Mohammed
Ibeahim asch-Schar. Schweizers Banken
sind angehalton, Gelder der gesannten
Personen an das Seco 2o melden,

(Revitess)

Voltairenet.org
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fur cinen Trick, mit dem Asad erneuwt
Zeit gewinnen will. Sie stellte die Pro
teste am Freitag in Anspiclung aof das
awischen der Liga und Damaskus aus-
gehandelte Protokoll desbalb unter das
Motto «Todesprotokoll, vine Lizenz
2am Totens,

Die blutigen Anschlige in Damaskus
sind dic ersten  Selbsimordattentate
dberhaupt i Laufe der Aulstinde
gegen die arabischen Regime. Sie deu-
ten an, dass Akteure im svrischen Dra-
ma mitspiclen, die bisher im Dunkeln
geblichen sind. Und sie sind in netes
Signal. dass sich das Land am Rande des
Bilrgerkriogs befindet
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Terroranschlige markieren
das Ende des Regimes Asad

Was ist von einer Regierung zu halten, die in der Provinz mit
grosster Gewalt gegen Demonstranten vorgeht, die aber nicht in
der Lage scheint, in der Hauptstadt Terroranschlige zu verhin-
dern! Als am Freitag zwei Autobomben fast zeitgleich an Geheim-
dienstzentralen in Damaskus detonierten, gab es schnelle Schuld-
zuweisungen an das Terrornetzwerk al-Kaida, an die verbotenen
Muslimbriider, gar an das Regime selbst. Unabhéingig davon, wer
die Urheber waren, diirfte dieser Doppelanschlag dereinst in den
Geschichtsbiichern das Ende des Regimes Asad markieren. Denn
wer nicht einmal mehr die Sicherheit der Eliten aus Militédr, Wirt-
schaft und Politik in der Hauptstadt garantieren kann, ist am
Ende. Vor nicht allzu langer Zeit haben Syriens Prisident Asad
und die First Lady mit Stolz erzihlt, sie seien so beliebt in Damas-
kus, sie brauchten keine Leibwichter, das Volk schiitze sie, wenn
sie zum Jazzkonzert oder ins Restaurant in die Altstadt fithren.
Und jetzt, neun Monate nach Beginn der Aufstinde, stammelt der
junge Diktator von Reformen, runden Tischen und Wahlen, als
hiitte er das nicht schon die vergangenen elf Jahre seit seiner
Machtiibernahme getan. Kaum jemand glaubt ihm noch, weder
die Gegner noch die Verbiindeten. Die Tiirken haben sich abge-
wendet, die Arabische Liga macht Druck, jetzt geht langsam das
Geld aus, nicht zuletzt nachdem die Schweiz diese Woche die
Vermogen Asads und seiner Getreuen eingefroren hat. Dass Asad
fallen wird, ahnt wahrscheinlich sogar er selbst. In einigen Wo-
chen oder Monaten diirfte er Geschichte sein. (pla.)

Voltairenet.org
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Attentats de Damas:
a chacun son coupable

Deux voitures
piégées explosent
au ceeur de Damas,
faisant au moins
44 morts. Qui a fait
le coup? A chaque
camp sa version

Cathy Macherel

«Deux opérations terroristes onteu
lieu @ Damas contre un siége de la
sécurité de I'Etat et contre une des
branches des services de sécurité.
Les premiers éléments d’enquéte
font porter la responsabilité sur Al-
Qaida.» C’est le message que diffu-
sait hier matin la télévision sy-
rienne, sitot apres I'explosion de
deux voitures piegees conduites par
des kamikazes. Au moins 44 per-
sonnes auraient été tuées et 166 bles-
sées a Damas. Les attentats ont visé
la Direction de la stireté générale, le
plus important service de rensei-
gnementcivil, ainsi qu'un batiment
de la sécurité militaire.

Ces attentats surviennent alors
que les observateurs de la Ligue
arabe viennent d’arriver en Syrie.
«Le terrorisme a voulu que le pre-
mier jour des observateurs a Damas
s0it une journée tragique, mais le
peuple syrien fera face alamachine
atuer soutenue par les Européens,
les Américains et certaines parties
arabesy, déclarait hier le vice-minis-
tre des Affaires étrangeres Faycal
Meqdad, sur les lieux du drame en
présence du représentant de la
Ligue arabe.

La télévision syrienne n’était pas
laseule a étre bien vite informeée de
qui était derriere ces attentats. Le

GeNas |
e !
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Au moins 44 personnes auraient été tuées et 166 blessées a Damas lors de deux attentats, I'un visant
le siége de la sécurité de I’Etat et I’autre une des branches des services de sécurité. epa

mouvement chiitelibanais Hezbollah
s’est empressé de désigner, lui, les
Etats-Unis comme coupables.
Quant a la Russie, autre allié de
Bachar el-Assad, elle imputait la
responsabilité des attentats aux
«forces extrémistes rejetant un
réglement intersyrien».

Une autre option est envisagée
par tous ceux qui se méfient des
versions du pouvoir syrien. Car il y
aun précédent. Le 20 novembre, le
siége du parti Baas a Damas était
attaqueé a coups de roquettes. L’Ar-
mée libre syrienne, qui se bat con-
tre les forces réguliéres, avait été
montrée du doigt par le régime de
Bachar el-Assad. Or, selon des sour-

ces durenseignement frangais, I'at-
taque du 20 novembre aurait été
organisée par le colonel Qusai
Mayhoub, membre des services de
renseignement militaire de I'armée
de Iair, le corps de I'armée le plus
fidéle a Bachar el-Assad (lequel y a
fait ses classes). Selon ces sources,
I’action était destinee a discréditer
les opposants au régime.

Fait étrange concernant I'atten-
tat d’hier, la télévision Dunya, qui
appartient au cousin de Bachar el-
Assad, affirmait qu’une photo de
Ben Laden se trouvait sur le véhi-
cule d’unkamikaze. Etrange quand
on sait que de multiples barrages
entourent les batiments des servi-

ces de sécurité syriens. Alors, un
coup de Damas? «Le scénario serait
toutefois machiavélique, souligne
Jean-René Belliard, spécialiste du
dossier syrien. Hier, parmi les victi-
mes se trouvait un haut gradé des
services de sécurité, le général
Naim Mourani, un chrétien.»

Le Conseil national syrien, mou-
vement d’opposition, évoque le
coup monté mais avec un mobile
qui parait faible: «Le régime a voulu
adresser une mise en garde aux ob-
servateurs arabes pour qu’ils ne
s’approchent pas des centres de sé-
curité.» Pour Damas, ceux qui évo-
quent le scénario du coup monté
«sont des criminels».

Voltairenet.org
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Delegagio da Liga Arabe ¢ responsiveis sirios observam  coatera de wma das expbosdes de ontem em Damasco

Atentados em Damasco
nao travam repressao

Sirfa. Acgoes suicidas atribuidas a Al-Qaeda matam 40 pessoas na capital, um dia depois da
chegada de uma delegacao da Liga Arabe que vai preparar uma missao de observadores

LUIS NAVES

L dupldo atentado bombistn on
tem, em Damasoo. ndo impeda i
conbrngo da repressio dos peo-
1ES10s ANE-govemansniais As ex-
')il:d--\ atnbidas podas auttoeidi-
desd rede terronista Al-Oaeda, fi-
e pelo menos 4 mottos ¢ 150
ferudog ni \'.i['il(.'ﬂ sina \'-llﬂ'Ji1|1E)
no dia seguinte dchegada 2 Da
masco de uma dedegacio da Lign
Arabe que vai preparar ima mis
sin de obsenadores

0 alvo dos atagues foi a sede
dos servicos de seguranca e uma
instalacho militar proxima, num
baairro peospero da capital, Entre-
Lanlo, prosseguaram as operaedes
repressivas do teghme do Presi-
dente Bachar &-Assad, em Homs
¢ Hama, com wm minima de 11

muortas. Na guinta-feir morrersmn
35 pessoas. Os rebeldes dizem gue
O regime estd a tenlar eliminar o
resisténoa, antes da chegada dos
ohservadores sobreludo nas 2o-
nas onde esta ¢ mais forte, Desde
o inicioda contesty-
Choy b nove meses,
& moreram mais de
5 il pessoas, sepun-
dacilensdu Ny,
havendo organiza
¢0es gue fazem um
balanco mais pesado,
superior aseis mil,
Os atentados de
ontemn ndo tém precedente na S4
i e o regime lentou de imedsxto
culpar 0s rebeldes, que desde o
iricio dos protestos sdo descritos
Coma “tervornistas” O Exército Li-
viedaSina, forca mebeldeconsti-
tulcka 2 partis de militures descrio-

Repressio fez
5 mil mortos, mas
ha quem
menclone 6mil

res, esclareceun que as insinuacoes
de envolvimentonas acctes tenmo
rislas sdo absundas, pais s organi-
zacda ndo dispoe da tecnologia
quee Foi unilizada, Segando um dos
dingentesdo menimento, muostas
withinas Civis eram
manilestantes anti-
EONCINEMEn s,
CHLAVAIN PICSos s
INSERINCOES desmmai-
das.

Alsgncdo d A-Lae-
da foi reconhecida
pelaapéncia de noti
cias oficial ¢, na se-
mana passada, um responsived do
gonerno libsards slirmon gue esta-
vaaserinvestgada a mtornmacho
de gue membros da Al-Qaeds se
tinham indilteado naSiria, a partis
de Belruate, Também no Libano. o
ocniinenso rackical xeea Hezballah

Voltairenet.org

acusouos EUAde estarem naon
gemdo duplo atentadoe. “Foi wm
primetno preseniie do lemeisano o
daAl-Queda, masvamos facilitar
A0 mAXImO & muissho da Liga Ara-
be”, alirmon o vice-ministoo dos
NegOeKos Estrangeires, Falcal Me-
gdal, 1o prégreio local da explo-
s, onde fleow i enarme cra-
e, Na mesima ocasido, um dos
SVIRANS A& Ligambe garmnnin
GRIE A mssdo Vg contlnuar
Ograpocom os primetras ab-
servadores chega no domingo
cam 30 aS0elementas, mas a mes
<o poderd ter 300, A iniciativa ostd
a ser cnticada por membros da
oposicio sina sobreludo depais
o ser conhecsdo o noome Go gene-
eal que vai comamdar s obserya-

dares, asodands Mustafa of-Dabi
Qo esteve etvolvide na mpressio
o Darcher,
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Ataques suicidas
simultaneos
fazem 40 mortos
em Damasco

Dissidentes acusam regime de
orquestrar atentados para intimidar
observadores da Liga Arabe.
Governo culpa Al-Qaeda

Rita Siza

® O Governo da Siria responsabilizou
ontem a Al-Qaeda por duas explosoes
quase simultaneas de carros armadi-
lhados, que fizeram pelo menos 40
mortos e mais de uma centena de fe-
ridos na capital. Mas a oposi¢ao tem
outra explicacao, que aponta o dedo
ao regime: os atentados, alegam, te-
rao sido encenados pelos defensores
do Presidente Bashar al-Assad, com o
objectivo de intimidar os membros da
missio de observagao da Liga Arabe
que acabam de chegar ao pais.

De surpresa, pela manha, um auto-
movel explodiu junto a sede dos ser-
vicos de seguranca do Estado. Cinco
minutos mais tarde, um outro ataque
tirado a papel quimico, também no
bairro de Kfar Sousa, a porta de um
edificio que alegadamente alberga os
Servicos secretos.

Menos de meia hora depois dos
atentados, as autoridades ja tinham
apurado que por tras dos atentados
estavam dois bombistas suicidas.
“Uma investigacao preliminar indica
que a responsabilidade pertence a Al-
Qaeda”, divulgou o canal estatal.

Desde o inicio da revolta popular
que comeg¢ou em Marc¢o a exigir uma
mudanga de regime na Siria, o Gover-
no de Assad tem repetido a mensagem
de que os incidentes e a violéncia em
manifestacoes e protestos sao obra de
gangs armados e organizagoes terro-
ristas apoiadas por regimes estrangei-
ros, particularmente da Al-Qaeda.

Esta versao nao convence um
grupo de oposicao que reune 40
organizagoes, e que ontem acusou
o Governo de ter convenientemente
orquestrado os ataques para impres-
sionar os observadores arabes. Em
declaracoes a BBC, Omar Idilbi, do
Conselho Nacional Sirio, estranhava
que os “misteriosos ataques tenham
acontecido numa zona fortemente
vigiada onde é virtualmente impos-
sivel chegar de automovel”.

Independentemente da autoria, os

atentados representam uma signifi-
cativa escalada na violéncia que ha
mais de nove meses marca o quoti-
diano em varias cidades sirias. E as
consequéncias sao imprevisiveis: se
por um lado poderao motivar mais
membros do Exército a desertar e
juntar-se a oposicao, por outro po-
dem conduzir a divisao sectaria e ao
extremismo religioso, como vem aler-
tando o regime.

Confrontada com as explosoes, uma
moradora de Kfar Sousa dava conta do
entrincheiramento dos seguidores de
diferentes ramos do islao. “Malditas
sejam as suas almas”, gritava contra
os membros da Liga Arabe e os diri-
gentes do Qatar, a nacao que defendeu
aaplicacao de san¢oes contra a Siria.
“Nunca houve nenhuma diferenca en-
tre sirios, sunitas, cristaos e alauitas.
Mas é isso que [0 primeiro-ministro
do Qatar] Hamad quer. Se é para ser
assim, os alauitas primeiro”, explicou
a Associated Press.

Mascarar a realidade

Os Estados Unidos emitiram uma
nota de condenac¢ao veemente da
violéncia na capital siria. “Nao exis-
te nenhuma justificacao para o ter-
rorismo”, sublinhou o porta-voz do
Departamento de Estado. O mesmo
responsavel deu conta da preocupa-
¢ao norte-americana com a seguran-
¢a da missao de observacao da Liga
Arabe. “E crucial que estes ataques
nao impe¢am o trabalho critico dos
monitores que viajaram com o ob-
jectivo de proteger a populacao e
documentar e impedir violagoes dos
direitos humanos.”

Ja o Governo francés nao deixou
de exprimir davidas quanto a origem
dos ataques. O porta-voz do ministro
dos Negocios Estrangeiros lembrou
que nos ultimos dias o Governo sirio
levou a cabo uma série de acgoes, en-
tre as quais a transferéncia de presos
politicos para prisoes secretas, “para
mascarar a realidade da repressao™
do regime.

Voltairenet.org
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El terrorismo suicida sacude Damasco

Dos coches bomba causan decenas de muertos cuando arranca la mision en Siria

de la Liga Arabe y en medio de una ola de represién

® La autoria es un misterio
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La oposicion a El Asad cierra filas

La portavoz del Consejo Nacional Sirio afirma que su organizacién reagrupa
va al grueso de los adversarios del régimen y se coordina con los desertores
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Masacre sospechosa en Damasco

El doble atentado en pleno centro es atribuido a Al Qaeda y deja 44 muertos

wu/m

Primer atentado suicida. La agencia oficial SANA difundié esta imagen del edificio central de la Agencia de Inteligencia
General, situada en el acomodado barrio damasceno de Kfar Susa, objetivo del primer atentado suicida de la revuelta

DAMASCO Agencias

Dos explosiones sacudieron ayer
por la manana el centro de Da-
Murieron al menos 44
s v 166 resultaron heri-
21 Gobierno las atribuyé a
dos atentados suicidas cometi-
dos por Al Qaeda. La oposicion y
muchos testigos, sin embargo,
consideran que fue el propio régi-
men quien cometié la masacre pa-
ra convencer a los observadores
de la Liga Arabe de que en Siria
no hay ninguna revuelta popular
sino una ofensiva terrorista con-
tra el régimen de Bashar el Asad.

Los hechos son confusos. Las
explosiones fueron muy poten-
tes. Destrozaron un edificio de la

masco.

inteligencia militar asi como otro
de la Agencia de Inteligencia Ge-

I, situados en el barrio de
1. Hubo un intervalo de
cinco minutos entre una y otra.
Luego se escucharon dl\pdl’ﬂ\
Media hor: 2N varios
testigos, las ca yacentes ha-
bian sido cerradas.

Apenas 20 minutos después
del doble atentado, cometido con
coches bomba, la television esta-
tal difundio imagenes de cuerpos
destrozados y vinculo a Al Qaeda
con la tragedia. Indicé que los
muertos eran civiles y militares.

Los vecinos explicaron que las
sacudidas habian sido importan-
tes. Rompieron las venta
un radio de 200 metros. Om

LOS MUERTO

Mas de 5.000,
segunla ONU

= La ONU, que tiene pro-
hibida su entrada en Si-
ria, ha contado mas de
5.000 muertos desde el
inicio de la revuelta hace
nueve meses. Esta cifra
no incluye los mas de
200 de esta semana. El
Gobierno sirio, por su
parte, asegura que los
rebeldes han matado a
mas de 2.000 militares y
agentes de policia.

Voltairenet.org

Khani, uno de estos vecinos,
miembro, ademas, de la Comi-
sion General de la Revolucion Si-
ria (oposicion interior), sefald
que los agentes de seguridad que
vigilaban los dos edificios no se
inmutaron: quieron tomando
té en un café cercano después de
as explosiones”,

Salman Sh: xperto del insti-
tuto Brookings en Doha, explicd;
“No hay antecedentes de Al Qae-
daen Siria, Las fuerzas de seguri-
dad no han perdido el control
hasta el extremo de que estas ex-
plosiones parezcan logicas”.

Al parecer, el Gobierno libanés
~favorable al régimen de Damas-
co- advirtio el jueves de que una
célula de Al Qaeda habia entrado

20

en Siria desde Ersad, en el norte
de Libano. No hay, sin embargo,
ninguna prueba de ello.

A principios de semana, Ualid
al Mualem, ministro de Asuntos
Exteriores, predijo que la Liga
Arabe confirmaria que el régi-
men de Bashar el Asad lucha con-
tra una organizacion terrorista.

UN GOLPE CONVENIENTE

Las explosiones dan
peso al argumento de
El Asad de que lucha
contra terroristas

SIN PRECEDENTES

Al Qaeda no tenia
presencia en Siria
ni los rebeldes tanta
potencia de fuego

. Los observadores de la Liga
Arabe llegaron el jueves ¢
co y una de las primer:
que hicieron fue visi
gar de los atentados.
Yazal, jefe de la mision,
que “lom

indicé
mportante ahora es
que las cosas se calmen”.

La Liga Arabe, que ha suspen-
dido a Siria, exige que las tropas
se retiren de las calles y que los
presos politic puestos en
Ll\crnd También pide que el Go-
bierno inicie un didlogo con la

ayer fue el primer atenta-
do suicida desde el inicio de la re-
vuelta contra Bashar el Asad el
pasado mes de marzo.

El 20 de noviembre, tanto la se-
de del partido Baas como la del
Ministerio de Informacion, tam-
bién en el centro de Damasco,
fueron blanco de un ataque con
cohetes. Fue de noche y no causé
muertos ni heridos. El origen del
ataque no quedé claro.

CONTINUA EN LA PAGINA SIGUIENTE >>
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El terror se suma a la revolucion siria

® Un brutal atentado atribuido a Al Qaeda recibe a los observadores de la Liga Arabe
@ La oposicion acusa a Asad de estar tras los dos coches bomba que dejaron 44 muertos
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SANCTIONS CONTRE LA SYRIE

Baird resserre I’etau

Alors que la violence s’intensifie en
Syrie, le ministre des Affaires étran-
géres canadien, John Baird, resserre
les sanctions contre ce pays « en
riposte a la répression continue et
grandissante » du régime syrien
contre le peuple du pays.

HUGUETTE YOUNG
Agence QMI

Les institutions financiéres cana-
diennes devront geler les actifs du gouver-
nement syrien, a-t-il fait savoir lors d’un
point de presse dans le foyer de la Chambre
des communes. Les exportations cana-
diennes en Syrie, dont les logiciels pour la
surveillance des communications télépho-
niques et des sites Internet, seront inter-
dites. Il en va de méme pour les importa-
tions en provenance de ce pays, sauf les
aliments.

Ce gel des avoirs vise une liste €élargie de
81 personnes associées au régime syrien et
de 31 entités, dont la Al Furat Petroleum
Company, Cham Press TV, Syria Trading
Oil Company et le Centre d’études et de re-
cherches syrien (CERS).

Devant I’inaction, juge le ministre
Baird, des Nations unies pour « condam-
ner » le geste des autorités syriennes a
I’égard de manifestants, Ottawa entend

intensifier ses efforts diplomatiques, de
concert avec ’Europe, la Grande-Bretagne,
les Etats-Unis et la Ligue des Etats arabes
pour faire entendre raison a la Syrie.

« On ne peut pas avoir une condamna-
tion sans conséquence au Conseil de sécu-
rité des Nations Unies », s’est-il plaint lors
d’un point de presse.

Pour I’heure, il n’est donc pas question
d’une opération militaire en Syrie, d’au-
tant que, contrairement a la Libye, les
forces d’opposition ne sont pas tres bien or-
ganiseées, a expliqué M. Baird.

Chute imminente

Le ministre plaide également en faveur
de la création d’une zone tampon en Syrie,
mais il ne se fait pas d’illusions, car le ré-
gime de Bachar al-Assad n’a fait preuve
« d’aucune humaniteé », a-t-il déploré. Pour-
tant, « Assad chutera, a-t-il enchainé. Ce
n’est qu’'une question de temps. »

Ottawa a annoncé 1’évacuation volon-
taire des ressortissants canadiens en Sy-
rie, le 15 décembre. M. Baird a relanceé cet
appel, hier, en disant qu’il fallait bouger ra-
pidement, pendant que des vols commer-
ciaux sont encore disponibles.

Le Conseil national syrien (CNS) qui re-
présente des groupes opposés au régime
syrien a dit favoriser une « société plura-
liste », dans ce pays.

Voltairenet.org
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Qui est derriere
les attentats ?

Les Freres musulmans syriens ont démenti hier
toute responsabilité dans les deux attentats sui-
cides commis vendredi a Damas, revendiqués
peu auparavant par un communiqué diffusé en
leur nom. Un porte-parole de la confrérie a ac-
cusé le régime de Bachar El-Assad d’avoir « fa-
briqué de toutes pieces » cette revendication
apres avoir lui-méme « orchestré » les attentats.
Vendredi, le Conseil national syrien (CNS) avait
déja imputé au pouvoir la « responsabilité di-
recte » des attaques, qui ont fait 44 morts. Des
milliers de personnes ont pendant ce temps par-
ticipé a une cérémonie funéraire a lamémoire
des victimes dans lamosquée des Omeyyades.
Sana/ Reuters
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Massive bombings hit Syrian capital

Officials blame Al
Qaeda for the suicide
attacks, but activists
say the government
staged the blasts.

ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
AND KATIE PAUL
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

Inadramatic twist in the
nine-month uprising
against Syrian President
Bashar Assad, government
officials said Friday that two
suicide car bombers deto-
nated hundreds of pounds of
explosives in front of build-
ings used by intelligence
agencies in the heart of Da-
mascus, the capital.

Officials quickly pointed
the finger at Al Qaeda, say-
ing the dramatic escalation
in violence confirms their
contention that armed ter-
rorists are behind the un-
rest.

To reinforce the point,
state television broadcast
video of mangled body
parts, burned-out vehicles
and Dbloodied pavement
against anaction-movie-like
soundtrack. The Interior
Ministry said 44 people were
Killed and 166 injured.

But many opposition ac-
tivists accused the govern-
ment of staging the entire
scene for an advance team
from the Arab League,
which had arrived hours be-
fore to prepare foran observ-
er mission to determine
whether Syria is fulfilling its
pledge toend adeadly crack-
down on antigovernment
protesters who have been
holding major demonstra-
tions since March.

The Local Coordination
Committees, a network of
activists who organize pro-
tests and report on the vio-
lence, said security forces
Killed as many as 21 people
Friday as thousands took to
the streets after midday
prayers in  opposition
strongholds,

The wildly divergent alle-
gations were a pointed re-
minderof how difficultitisto
obtain credible information
about an uprising with com-
peting narratives and few, if

M SALMAN

zeera that they did not have
the “tactical capability” to
carry out Friday's bomb-
ings. “We only have light
arms,” said Assad, who is
not related to the president.
He said the Free Syrian
Army acts only to protect
protesters. But it is not clear
how much control the
group’sleadership in Turkey
has over fighters in Syria.

Rumors swirled Friday in
activist circles that the gov-
ernment itself had set off the
explosions and planted bod-
ies at the scene. How could
the government have known
soquickly that Al Qaedawas
behind the attacks? they
asked.

Many insisted that secu-
rity forces stationed nearby
did not respond to the blasts
but simply drank their tea.

“IU's very strange that the
explosions happened at
state intelligence,” said a 27-
year-old neighborhood resi-
dent, who was afraid to be
identified. “It's completely

Press

THE SITE of a bombing in Damasecus. Officials said 44 people were killed and 166 injured. Some Syrians sus-
pect the government. “It’s very strange that the explosions happened at state intelligence,” one said.

any, independent observers.
Most foreign journalists
have been barred from en-
tering Syria, leaving them to
piece together events from
amateur videos, Facebook
postings and conversations
over shaKy SKype connec-
tions with activists who
rarely distinguish between
fact and rumor. Both sides
have put out inaccurate in-
formation.

The timing of the twin
blasts, which happened
minutes apart and could be
heard across the city, was

posed sweeping sanctions,
has threatened to go to the
U.N.Security Councilif Syria
does not comply with a re-
gional peace initiative call-
ing on the government to
withdraw its forces from cit-
ies and towns, release politi-
cal prisoners, open negotia-
tionswith its opponents and
admit foreign monitors. The
first observers are expected
to arrive within days.

Syrian officials brought
the league'sadvance teamto
thesite of Friday's bombings
in Kafar Sousa, an upscale

bound to raise ici
among antigovernment ac-
tivists.

Syria has been under
mounting pressure to end
the violence, which the
United Nations says has
Killed more than 5,000 peo-
ple. There have been calls for
international intervention, a
prospect certain to raise
alarm among regime insid-
ers just months after a
Western-led military cam-
paign helped topple Moam-
mar Kadafiin Libya.

The Arab League, which
last month suspended Syr-
ia’'s membership and im-

| hood of D
and addressed reporters
outside the headquarters of
the General Intelligence
Agency, where bodies re-
mained on the ground.

“We said it from the be-
ginning, this is terrorism,”
Deputy Foreign Minister
Faysal Mekdad said. “They
arekilling the army and civil-
ians.”

The government says
more than 2,000 security
personnel have been Killed
defending the country
against Islamic extremists
and armed gangs, which it
alleges are incited and sup-

ported from abroad.

‘The head of the advance
team, Samir Seif Yazal, said
it had come to “see the facts
onthe ground.”

“What we are seeing to-
day is regretful,” he said.
“The important thing is for
things to calm down.”

The United Nations Se-
curity Council and the
United States condemned
the bombings.

‘The official Syrian Arab
News Agency said the at-
tacks were carried out by
two suicide car bombers, be-
lieved to be the first time
such tactics have been used
inthe uprising.

“Preliminary investiga-
tions indicated that the
criminal attack carries the

blueprints of Al Qaeda,” the
agency said.
Lebanese  authorities

warned Syria two days
before the bombings that
Al Qaeda had infiltrated
Syria from the Lebanese
town of Ersal, Syrian For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Jihad Makdissi said in an
email.

A man with a bandaged
head who was interviewed

from a hospital bed by state
television said he saw one of
the car bombs detonate.

“I was going to work,” he
said. “I took a taxi to Kafar
Sousa. The explosion hap-
pened. A car, van. Its color
was white. After that, we got
out of the car, me and one
other person, and ran in
the direction of the road
to Assad University Hospi-

Another man pointed an-
grily to his apartment build-

pr to bring a car
there in front of the security
branches. No one can even
get out of a taxi there, or
they'll immediately demand
your ID. There are always se-
curity cars in front of each
branch’'s door.”

The Syrian National
Council, the country’s most
prominent opposition bloc,
said ina statement that “the
Syrianregime and its securi-
ty apparatus bear sole, di-
rect responsibility for the
terrorist explosions.”

It alleged that the bomb-
ings were intended to dis-
suade the league'sobservers

ing and said, “This is free- from visiting security instal-
dom? BreaKing windows lations and to reinforce the
and doors? ... Come see the  government's assertion that
freedom, Arab League.” itis facingan external threat

What began as a mostly rather than a popular upris-
peacefuluprisinghasturned  ing.
increasingly violent in some ‘The regime has said the
parts of the country where observers will be under gov-
military defectors have ernment protection and free
turned their guns against to move about the country,
Assad’s regime. Fighting but they will not be allowed
underthebannerofthe Free to visit sensitive military
Syrian Army, they have sites.

responsibility for a

number of daring attacks,
including a raid last month
on an intelligence head-
quarters on the outsKirts of
Damascus.

But the group's leader,
Col. Riad Assad, told Al Ja-

alexandra.zavis
@]latimes.com
Paulisaspecial
correspondent. Times staft
writer Ken Dilanian in
Washington contributed to
thisreport.
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Syria: Al-Qaida is
to blame for blasts
at intelligence HQ

44 killed in attack ® Opposition, analysts
suspect inside job ® Damascus: Bombs may
have been part of “Zionist-American project’

* By OREN KESSLER

Two massive car bombs
exploded outside  Syrian
intelligence headquarters on
Friday, Killing 44 people on
the eve of the arrival of Arab
League monitors hoping to
oversee implementation of a
deal to stop nine months of
bloodshed.

Syrian authorities blamed
the attacks on al-Qaida, but
analysts and opposition
members said the timing of
the blasts suggests they may
have been an inside job per-
petrated by the government
of President Bashar Assad.

The UN Security Council
issued a statement denounc-
ing the attacks and “terror-
ismin all its forms,” but a res-
olution condemning Syria
continues to be stalled by
Russia, which has insisted
both sides of the conflict be
blamed equally.

Sudanese Gen. Muhammad
Ahmed Mustafa al-Dabi was
scheduled to arrive in Damas-
cus late on Saturday as head
of the Arab League monitor-
ing mission.

“l am optimistic that the
mission of the monitors will
be successful and that events
such as yesterday’s blasts in
Damascus will not affect the
mission,” he told reporters
earlier in Cairo.

But the choice of Dabi to
lead the delegation has
already stoked criticism from
human rights groups that
note he was head of Sudan’s
Military Intelligence at a time
when mass killings were tak-
ing place in Darfur.

“It is perplexing that the
Arab League chose [Dabi] to

MEN PRAY at the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus yesterday
next to the coffins of people killed by car bombs a day earlier.
(SANA/Reuters)

lead its team monitoring the
Syria regime, because of his
record of turning a blind cye
to human rights crimes, or
worse,” the US-based Enough
Project said.

Dabi held a number of
high-level appointments in
the Sudanese government
from the 1980s on.

“When he served as Sudan’s
former head of Military Intel-
ligence and when he oversaw
implementation of the Dar-
fur Security Arrangement,
alleged war crimes including
genocide were committed on
his watch,” the group said.

Jamie Fly, executive direc-
tor of the Washington-based
Foreign Policy Initiative, said
the Syrian authorities’ con-
tention that Friday’s explo-
sions were the work of terror-
ists rang hollow.

“I'm a bit skeptical,” he told
The Jerusalem Post. “The tim-
ing seems somewhat suspect,
as it came right as the Arab
League monitors were arriv-
ing, and of course the Syrians

took them to the scene
immediately and accused the
opposition of sowing tcrror-
ism.”

Fly said he feared the Arab
League monitors — the first 50
of whom are set to arrive on
Monday - could be used as
fig leaves to buy Damascus
more time.

“l have been somewhat
impressed by how the Arab
League has criticized the
Assad regime and imposed
sanctions. But my fear is that
monitors’ access to a lot of
locations will be severely
restricted and that they will
only see one side of the
story,” Fly said.

“Given the scope and scale
of the violence we've seen
over the last week, increas-
ingly I think we need some
Kind of outside intervention
to protect civilians,” he con-
tinued. “My fear is that the
Arab League won’t move as
quickly in that direction as

See SYRIA, Page 9
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Continued from Page 1

long as the regime is cooperating
with this concept of monitors.”

The Foreign Policy Initiative was
co-sponsored last week with an
open letter signed by some 50 poli-
cy experts and sent to US President
Barack Obama urging stronger
American leadership on Syria.

Independent estimates put Syria’s
death toll at at least 5,000 since
March, though the true figure
could be much higher. The opposi-
tion Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said 15 civilians were killed
by security forces outside the capi-
tal on Friday, eight of them in
Homs, a bastion of the revolt.

On Saturday, thousands of Syri-
ans chanted “Death to America”
during funeral processions in Dam-
ascus for the 44 people killed the
day before. Demonstrators cheered
Assad, called for revenge and
denounced Qatari Foreign Minister
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim al-Thani,
who has become one of Assad’s
main Arab critics.

The crowd, carrying posters of
Assad and Syrian flags, chanted,
“We want your head, Hamad,” “We
sacrifice our souls and blood for
you, Bashar,” and “God, Syria and
Bashar only.”

The coffins, draped in Syrian
flags, were lined up inside the gild-
ed 8th-century Umayyad Mosque,
one of Islam’s holiest sites, in
scenes shown on state TV. Many
were marked “unknown.”

Hamas condemned the bombings
and called for a “quick” political
solution to end the bloodshed.

The Islamist group that governs
the Gaza Strip has its headquarters
in Damascus, but diplomats say
dozens of its operatives have quiet-
ly returned to Gaza as it scaled back

its presence in Syria and gauged the
uncertain future of Assad. Hamas
denies such reports.

The UN Security Council’s state-
ment condemned the attacks.

“Terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations constitutes one of
the most serious threats to interna-
tional peace and security, and... any
acts of terrorism are criminal and
unjustifiable,” it said.

Western powers say the security
forces have perpetrated most of the
violence in Syria. But Moscow, an
old ally of Damascus, wants any
UN resolution on the crisis to be
even-handed.

“If the requirement is that we
drop all reference to violence com-
ing from extreme opposition, that’s
not going to happen,” UN Ambas-
sador Vitaly Churkin said in New
York after Russia submitted a
revised draft resolution to the coun-
cil.

“If they expect us to have an arms
embargo, that’s not going to hap-
pen,” he said. “The experience of
Libya showed it would be one-sided
and used against the government.”

Saad Hariri, a former Lebanese
prime minister whose father was
killed in 2005 by a car bomb wide-
ly attributed to Syria, wrote on his
Twitter feed that Friday’s explosion
“was engineered by the Syrian
regime.”

Hariri wrote that a supposed
warning from Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah-led, pro-Syrian government
that al-Qaida operatives had infil-
trated Syria this week was “fabricat-
ed by the Syrian ministry and some
of its tools in Lebanon.”

Syria’s official SANA news agency
quoted  Lebanese MP  Walid
Sukariyeh as saying the attacks
appear to benefit the “Zio-Ameri-
can project.”

Sukariyeh, a lawmaker from
Hezbollah’s March 8 Alliance, said

Voltairenet.org

the explosions “came in the service
of the Zio-American project that
rejects any solution in Syria and
any call for national dialogue, and
is aimed at undermining the resist-
ance forces in the region.

“The criminality, which started
with terrorist acts against the civil-
ians and the military, has now
developed into terrorist suicide
operations in al-Qaida style,” he
told Syrian TV.

SANA also quoted Amin Hoteit, a
former Lebanese Army general, as
saying the “agents of the West and
Israel have started carrying out the
terrorist acts plan after the failure of
the Zio-American-European plot to
undermine Syria.”

In a separate story, SANA reported
that Druse residents of the Golan
Heights had joined citizens across
Syria in rallying against the attacks.

“The people of the occupied Syri-
an Golan stressed that terrorism
which struck in Damascus on Fri-
day reflects the criminality of the
armed groups and their sponsors,”
SANA said.

“In a rally at Sultan Pasha al-
Atrash Square in the occupied Maj-
dal Shams, hundreds from Golan
expressed condemnation of the
twin terrorist attacks which claimed
the lives of scores of citizens, stress-
ing standing by their motherland
Syria against challenges,” it said.

“The people of Golan said that
the attacks prove the scope of con-
spiracy against Syria, voicing readi-
ness to sacrifice their blood for pre-
serving the dignity of Syria.”

Reuters contributed to this report. e

HAMAS

Continued from Page 1

security coordination between the
Palestinian Authority and Israel in
the West Bank.
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Hoyek : Lagriculture libanaise

paie le prix fort de la crise syrienne

Le président de [Asso-
ciation des agriculteurs li-
banais, Antoine Hoyek, 2
déclaré hier que les événe-
ments_en Syrie étaient en
train de nuire fortement au
secteur agricole libanais. Le
probléme, selon lui, se trou-
ve 2 deux niveaux. « Tout
d’abord, la Syrie qui ache-
tait une grande partie des
produits agricoles libanais
a drastiquement diminué
ses importations, 2 cause
des problémes internes et
des sanctions économiques
v'elle subit », 2 indiqué M.
oyek. Le deuxiéme pro-
bléme, selon lui, est lie au
corridor terrestre que repré-
sentzit la Syrie pour les pro-
duits libanais 42 destination
des pays arabes. « Les coits
ont augmenté et la situa- L. -
tion sécuritzire n'est guére S :
encourageante. » Et ce sont A ‘ - ‘
les exportations de bananes ' X '
et agrumes qui semblent « catastrophe », M. Hoyek 10 000 tonnes de bananes
les plus touchées. Pour avance quelques chiffres. et, en 2010, 105 000 tonnes,
comprendre I'étendue de l2  En 2000, le Liban exportait  dont 90 % en Syrie !
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Lebanon needs to be
ready for a new Syria,
says Feltman

BEIRUT: Top US. offica k.f::z
&hnh‘:@ﬂhmh
ute term policies given
d.wekpn::?;l&rqm.m

nal ghboring Syri

nng @ urv’::vtkl-h-
biya elevision aired Themday, Felt
man, the United States = sistant secm-
try of state for Neawr Eastern Affax,
sudLebanon shouldno | parsae
a policy of mohting tell ut ather
keep wp with what he said was an
spoommg peaceful fanstion of rule

'n.S?'n.

“That's not given that he won't
»mam i p':lxyuSyrhi:bfnidy
.- e cannot reverse the Synim
ple's demand for some basic rights,”
sud Feltman,

fotue ™ wid Feltman,

officiaks should ghink about the futare
of the country and how %o bestposiion
hemselves i e face of e develop-
ments in the =gion .

Lebhanese poltical factions am spht
over the cris I neighboning Synx
The opposition Maxh 14 coaltion
staunchly supporting the ati-Asad
movement while the goveming
Hezbollah-Jed March 8§ alliance voice

Dumasces’ versiom of events of e
wrest - $hat“azned gangs” backed by

EIT:' e seking © e
Assxd's rule, £ el

The United Natioms estim st es maore
gan 5000 people, mosdy civilims,
have been killed 5 2 result of e vio-

 sad
2000 members of &e smy and sece-
nity forces had beenkilled s ince unret

in mmd-March.

nng the mierview with jourmal.
t Gimele Khowry, Feltman spoke
shontt s recent vist 10 Lebanon and
sud Lebmese officalks hade
&iﬁhbnﬂiﬂm
Syria cries i a bad 1o ol e the comn-
&y from devedopments in the gion .

Politicians ‘need to
think strategically for
Lebanon’s future’

Feltman, who served as ambasa.
dor o Lebanon from 2004 © 2008,
metwith Paime Minister Najib Mik i,
Pusdiament Spenker Nabih Bersiand a
mnge of xims from e goven-
ment and the Maxh 14 coadBon ex-
ber in the mon .

The United States and Western
countnies have i mposed sevem] oen ds
of ancionson Sy ma nresponse o e
agxkdownandhave alladom Assadto
step down,

On Monday, Syria said # had signed
aprotocol o an obs erver mission
mio the county. An advance team is
already in Damasces,

Homx afler Dmmaces =i e
m«nl. FQE Mimister Walid al

sad he hopad e regiomal
omganization would now Eft 25 pum.
Hve sanctions on Syria.

However, Damasces falad to
mplement an earfier Anb Lengoe im-
tative poved i November the
alled for an end o the violent crack-
down on protesters, the mlese of
political prisomers and e complete
withdrawal of the milftary from e
streets, -~ The Daily Star
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Russian oil company Tatneft halts
its operations in sanctions-hit Syria

MOSCOW: Russian oil company Tat-
neft has halted work in Syria, citing
instability in the country, after foreign
oil companies including Royal Dutch
Shell also stopped operating there due
to Europen Union sanctions.

“We intend to continue operations
if the situation stabilizes,” a Tatmeft
spokesman said by telephone, citin
p%cl))lic remarks tl,)yy of);t’nhpmy he
Shafagat Takhautdinov.

The Russian regional oil firm, whose
production base 1s in Tatarstan, has a
production-sharing agreement with
Syria’s state-owned General Petroleum

rporation, which is on an EU black-
list under a sanctions regime aimed at
isolating President Bashar Assad.

Their joint venture started produc-
tion at the South Kishma field in Syria’s
northwestem Deir al-Zour province in
2010, with daily output of 80 tons of
light, sweet crude.

The blacklist is part of a concerted
push by Europe, the United States and
the ArabLeague to intensify pressureon
Assad in response to continued state-
sponsared violence against protesters.

The United Nations says Assad’s
forces have killed more than 5,000
people, while Syrian authorities claim
that 2,000 of its soldiers and members
of the security forces have been killed.

As Western countries have stepped
up sanctions against Syria over the
protests and against Iran over a report
that says it had worked on an atomic

bomb, questions have surrounded |

their Russian partners.

Russian companies have been seen
as less vulnerable to these sanctions
than European counterparts by virtue of
Moscow’s diplomatic role as a channel
to Tehran and Damascus, as well as by
their relative isolation from global
financial markets. —~ Reuters

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
WORK HOURS

Take contra of your work hours and sort
out your prioriies, says Business Harvard
Review. “Do you control your work hours
or do they control you? Mare pecple are
staying late al work and suffering because
of it" Before you have dinner at your desk
(again), do these tree things:

Know your pri When dec

s e ek o
aside until the next day, remember what
your priorites are. If the task furthers your
professiond and personal goals, then it
may be worh putfing in the extra time.
Agree on expectations at home. Discuss
your work hours with the people cosest 1o
you — your partner, spouse, or friends - o
be sure your expeciations are .
Tal(abu,r;mwp:kdmmnd:zzdare
wiling 1o stay late ifthere is a gifimate rea-
son lke a cient deadine. But emphasize
this should be the exception, not the e,
Today's fip was adapied fram “Should You
SQay Lake or Go Home?" by Ron Ashkenas.
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Hezbollah says
U.S. behind Syria
blasts, Hariri
blames regime

By Hussein Dakroub
The Daly Sar

BEIRUT: In diametrically conflicting
attitudes  reflecting the paolitical
schism between Lebanon’s rival fac-
tions, Hezbollah and former Prime
Minister Saad Hariri differed sharply
Friday over who was responsible for
the twin suicide carbombings that tar-

ted security service buildin% in the

yrian capital Damascus, killing a
least 44 people.

While Hezbollah accused the Unit-
ed States of responsibility for the
bombings, calling it the “mather of
terrorism,” Hariri said the blasts were
the work of the regime of Syria’s
embattled President Bashar Assad.

Synan officials say a least 44 peo-
ple were killed and more than 100
wounded in F:idag bombings in
Damascus, which they have blamed
on Al- a.The attacks were the first
of theirkind against the powerful secu-
rity services in the heart of the capital
since unprecedented protests against
Assad’s regime erupted in mid-March.

The blasts came a day afier an
advance team of Amb [League
observers arrived in Damascus to mon-
itor Synia’s promise to end its violent
crackdown on protesters.
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Hezbollah: U.S. behind Syria blasts

FROM PAGE 1

“These bombings which resulted in the death and injury of dozens of people,
mostly women and children, are the specialty of the United States, the mother
of terrorism,” Hezbollah said in a statement. It accused the U S. of “specializ-
ing in targeting, killing and terrarizing the innocent in order to push them into
bowing 1o the U.S. policy that is seeking to achieve the Zionist interest which
the Americans put above any other consideration.”

Hezbollah, which is a major ally of Assad, said the timing of the bombings
clearly signaled they were an act of revenge for the U.S. “defea™ in Iraq fol-
lowing the withdrawal of its troops from the warn-tom country.

“This horrific terronist crime committed by the enemies of humanity in the
city of Damascus came one day after the coardinated bombings that targeted
Baghdad and other Iraqi cities.” the statement said. “This signals that the par-
ties that stand to lose from the big defeat inflicted on the United States, which
led to the humiliating withdrawal of its troops from Iraq, have begun a coward-
ly. bl act of revenge by targeting all forces and states that helped the hero-
ky: Ira(t);l?dymsmme in?tlg Jihgd [hgglyn\%ar] toevict the US. oompaupg."

A cold war has been heating up for months between Washington and Hezbol-
lah, with the militant group denouncing the planting of CIA “spies” inits ranks and
the U.S. accusing the group of illegal financial and dealings in recent weeks.

Commenting on Hezbollah's accusation that the U.S. was behind the Dam-
ascus bombings, Hariri, speaking 10 his supporters on the popular social net-
working website Twitter, said: “We are at aloss. Is it the specialty of Al-Qaeda
or the specialty of America? Something that is really puzzling. I think that the
bombings were the work of the Syrian regime.”

Asked whether the attacks in Damascus were designed to target Arab observers
sent by the Arab League to monitora League plan toend a nine-month brutal crack -
down o(:ipmas, Hariri said: “This is one of the biggest possibilities.”

Asked whether Assad, who is facing the most serious threat to his I1-year
rule from the popular uprising, was stronger than NATO states, Hariri said: “A
weak is the one who Kills. This is his end.” Hariri and his March 14 allies have
come out staunchly in suppaort of Syrian protesters demanding Assad’s ouster.

Meanwhile, President Michel Sleiman telephoned Assad 1o condemn the bomb-
ings, saying they were aimed at scuttling Arab efforts toend the crisis in Syria. “The
attack, which coincided with the arrival of the advance observer team in Synia, is
aimed at disrupting the Arab solution that was agreed upon between Syria and the
Arab League.” Sleiman said, according 10 a statement released by his office.

Speaker Nabih Berri sent a cable to Assad condemning the “terrarist bomb-
ings” in Damascus and extending his condolences for the victims who fell, the
state-run National News Agency said.

Former Prime Minister Fouad Siniora, head of Hariri’s parliamentary Future
bloc, strongly condemned both the Damascus bombings and the Syrian author-
ities’ continued crackdown on protesters.

“The innocent lives that were killed and the blood that was shed are Arab
lives and the blood shed is Arab blood. Hence, we strongly condemn these bomb-
ings.” Siniora said, adding: “We also at the same time condemn the continned
fall of scores of martyrs throughout Syria, particularly what edtoday and
yesterday as a result of a bligd cmcz:iowl; used bnyyrianl?upgriﬁm ag);imt
innocent civilians who are peacefully demanding freedom and dignity™”

“This bloody path used 1n dealing with matters can only harm Syria and all
the Arabs,” he added, and urged S yrian authorities to comply with the the Arab
initiati ve and ensure freedom for the Arab observers to do their job.

Voltairenet.org
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Arab League Secretary General Nabil Al-Arabi meets with veteran Sudanese military intelligence officer General
Mohammed Ahmed Mustafa Al-Dabi, head of the Arab League observer mission in Syria, in Cairo, Saturday. — AFP

UN asks Syria to ‘swiftly’
implement Arab plan

DAMASCUS — The UN Security
Council condemning the attacks
has expressed “grave concern”
over the developments in Syria
and urged the government to “fully
and speedily” implement the Arab
League plan.

Arab League monitors are to
meet Syria’s top diplomat Saturday,
a day after suicide bombers killed
44 people in attacks Damascus
blamed on Al-Qaeda but the oppo-
sition said were the regime’s work.

The bombings, the first against
the powerful security services in
the heart of the capital since an
uprising against President Bashar
al-Assad began in March, came a
day after the arrival of an advance
group of monitors.

Syria’s deputy foreign min-
ister was accompanied to one of

the bombing sites by Arab League
Assistant Secretary General Samir
Seif al-Yazal, head of the advance
team which arrived Thursday.

“What has happened is regret-
table but the important thing is that
everyone stay calm,” Yazal told
reporters. “We are going to press
on with our work. We have started
today, and tomorrow (Saturday) we
will meet Walid Muallem.”

Yazal's nine-member team 1is
making logistical arrangements for
the arrival of the first observers,
who will eventually number be-
tween 150 and 200.

In Cairo, the Arab League’s
Ahmed Ben Helli said the mis-
sion will head to Syria on Monday,
grouping more than 50 experts in
politics, human rights, military is-
sues and crisis management, the

official MENA news agency re-
ported.

The mission is part of an Arab
plan endorsed by Syria on Novem-
ber 2 that also calls for the with-
drawal of the military from towns
and residential districts, a halt to
violence against civilians and the
release of detainees.

Syria says more than 2,000 se-
curity force personnel have been
killed in attacks by armed rebels
since March. But opposition lead-
ers have charged that Syria’s agree-
ment to the mission after weeks of
prevarication was a mere ploy”
to head off a threat by the Arab
League to go to the UN Security
Council over the nine-month crack-
down which the world body says
has killed more than 5,000 people.
— AFP
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Damascus attacks a ruse, opposition says

| Regime’s attempt to implicate Al Qaida seen as attempt to throw Arab League observer mission off track
|

e Dusam A sk
UAF Frr
Dubad Several Syrioa oppo-
sation leaders whom Gulf
News coptacted following
deadly sukchde bombings
in Damascus that killed
over 40 crvilians yesterday
chose to strongh' disagree
with the government's ex-
planation for the attacks.

Syrlan TV was quick 1o
point the blame 2t Al Qanda
‘errocsts” but the opposi
tion is convineed it is all
part of the reglmee’s dirty
g (o etimbdate an Arab
League obsorver missive
rasked with knvestigariag
claims of governawss kill
lages and brataliey.

The Golence has excala.
od sharply sinoe kst woek,
with some aoousing the ree
gime of carrying oul & mas
sacre that clalmed over 200
lives in two days,

The government os the
o hand has said i wel
oomes the mission bat oa
e of e Feaniad sanimtys b0 havver
stupped up 25 crnkdonm,

The latest bombags con
stitate “planned chaos by
the regime (o inhmidate
the Araby delegition s Da-
s 30nd condine thesn o
their hotel rocerss”™, aconed-

| ing to leading Syrian oppo-

! sitson thanker Miche! Kik

[ The 1l-member Arab

| League toam arrived in

| Syria on Wednesday to dis-
cuss the logistics of 2 150-
mwmber beam that will sart
A ove=month operstion to
supervese the complismce of
the Syrian government with
the Leogue’s mutiative to end
ten months if hloodshed in
the country.

The regime began com-
plaining of Al Qalda

| infdtroton from Lebanom
on Thursday.

Tricky mission

Arob Leogue Axsistone Secretory Cenessy Samir Saif Al Yozal {zentre) inspects the ute of o suntide attock the! torgeted
the Synion Caneral inteligeace heodquavters, it Damascus, pwaterdoy Suicide bombers b 1w secur By serrics bases,
casting o pall over the first day of work of an Amb Lesgue observer mission

“This was the secomd in
dcatsom Chal ther regame wis
prvparing for x dffecont Dipe
of aperation o ke sl
about the kved of eerofam
that would prevail in the re-
giom if Al Asad's sube wis
weakered or disappeired”
Basscum Jaars, spokesywrsaon
of the Syrian opposition in
Europe. 1ok Gedf Nows,

State brasdeast

“The timimg of the attack
in the residential aren of
Kafar Sosse in the morn-
ing hours of Fridoy set the
stage for the reglme to
quickly blame Al Qalda and
the ten-moach uprising for
demmocrey,” [nam said

The ofticial Syrian TV

broasdont footage of dead
bodlies and destraction fal-
lowing the explosions, A
messcage serolling across Che
screen s3d the arack was
the price of the froedom the
appasition wis pusding for

Farss Abieasl member of
the Natwoeal Human Rights
Society in Syria, said the
regime’s introdoctory mes-
wpe wis meant (o bury the
Arab Lesgoe's initiative,

“The civilues living In
the area of the operation
were the tangets of the at-
tocks. The regime s trying
10 deviote the misskon of the
League from documenting
thelr crimes, and booking in-
stead to Al Qasda” Abazaid
told CuY News,

Voltairenet.org

Riyadh considering closure of embassy

S Arsbia may be forved 1z vt ity amdumiy by Derun o éum & the |
nding s eo's uninlenting ané viddet! repression of protestes,
A1 Wrian cally meparied yesterdyy

“Mier redaciag Rs diplomatic staff to 3 Bam mivimum, the kisgdem
Islemning Sowvards desing 1y endansy s Syris becavse of the carbneed
vigkener pracimed by the regime sgeimt i citoe,” the report said,
g an “nlarmed wource”

Sryach = “so0es 4o protect £3 chitens: and diplomyic mislon
agarat ang ik becxine Syria ks bacame 3 danger 200 ateredosen
aep hled every dup” the report costived. '

Sauti feabis benke with B2 tradition of Slplonatic dieoretion o
publicly condemn the violence puxctied by its fawmer by, On Asgust
8, 2 recalled ts andansador 10 Damnous, ané Last moreh wrged its
ciirees to beave the soantry where niding segime s repressian has
clabmed moce than 5000 dellan Ives

—AFP
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Satire flourishes in Syria
as violence intensifies

Overcoming fears, artists start lampooning Syrian ruling elite

DUBAI — The violent repression of
dissent in Syria has sparked an ex-
plosion of satire produced by anon-
ymous artists who are flooding the
Internet with film, music and art
that mock the government.

“The revolt has broken the barri-
ers of silence and fear,” said Syrian
playwright Walid Kowatly, who is
based in Dubai.

He said the outpouring of satiri-
cal works is the result of “more
than 40 years of repression, pres-
sure”, by a government that has
consistently showed unwavering
“contempt to (artists) and their tal-
ents”.

Anti-government activists have
created a Facebook page named,
“Free Syria’s First Film Festival”,
where users can vote for their fa-
vourite film made about the upris-
ing that began more than nine
months ago and has left more than
5,000 people dead, according to
the United Nations.

The General’s Boot by Syrian di-
rector Akram Agha, is an anima-
tion portraying a crackdown by se-
curity forces, where a children’s toy
ball, gradually grows and gains
force, wiping away soldiers as it
rolls through the streets.

Puppet shows also lampoon Syr-
ia’s security forces and President
Bashar Al Assad, who stars as Bish-
ou in a series named, Top Goon:
Diaries of a Little Dictator.

The show depicts “Bishou’s
nightmares”, where the defiant
strongman is kept awake by fears
that he may lose power.

A video posted on YouTube in-
vokes two iconic characters from
the US children’s programme Sesa-
me Street, where Burt and Ernie as-
sume the characters of Assad and
his brother Maher.

In one scene, Bert, representing
Assad, shows Ernie an empty sheet
of paper and asks him: “What hap-
pened here?” Ernie sees nothing
and Bert tells him: “Shabiha (pro-
government militias) are killing the

24 & 25 décembre 2011 / December 24 & 25,2011

Wounded Syrian cartoonist Ali Ferzat resting in bed at his residence in Damascus after being
beaten up by pro-government militias in Damascus. — AFP

people of Daraa,” the cradle of the
protest movement. “Where are
the people of Daraa?” asks Ernie.
They are in “mass graves”, Bert
replies.

“This is satirical resistance,”
said Ali Ferzat, awarded with the
European parliament’s Sakharov
Prize for freedom of thought for a
series of cartoons criticising the
Assad government.

“When you mock the butcher
and the killer, it means that you
have overcome all fears,” said
Ferzat, who moved to Kuwait af-
ter he was beaten last summer by
government loyalists.

Residents of the flashpoint cen-
tral city Homs, where government
forces have killed scores of pro-

testers, have also contributed
their share of jokes amid the un-
relenting bloodshed.

Responding to Assad’s claim
that the uprising in Homs is being
led by “armed gangs”, a series of
videos have been posted on You-
Tube showing men brandishing
courgettes and aubergines, while
wearing ammunition belts of
okra.

“Homs International Tank
Wash and Lubrication Centre” is
a virtual garage that says it offers
services to “the large numbers of
tanks across Syria, especially in
Homs” and calls on the govern-
ment not to withdraw them so as
to keep the business running.

“The spontaneity of the revolt

has created the spontaneity of art
which is a different and important
means of expressing revolt,” says
Kowatly.

For Ferzat, art and popular up-
risings are inseparable. “When
there’s a real revolt, everything
else moves parallel to it,” includ-
ing art and culture, says Ferzat.
“It’s an integrated process.”

Every Friday activists on Face-
book can vote for the name of the
week. “Administrators of the
main revolt pages propose a list of
names for the Friday based on the
week’s events. The name is finally
chosen by online voting,” says
Azher Al Asfer, a founder of a
group that supervises these pages.
—AFP
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Today’s Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

SYRIANS: WE WON'T
GIVE UP, WOULD APPRECIATE
TURKEY'S INTERVENTION

MEHMET SOLMAZ, ISTANBUL

"W Syrian revolutionaries who fled to

© Turkey to escape Syrian intelli-
gence agents told Sunday’s Zaman that
the killings by the Bashar al-Assad re-
gime would not make them give up the
freedom fight and said any armed inter-
vention by Turkey would be appreciated
by the troubled people of Syria.

A Syrian revolutionary who fled to
Turkey in mid-December, who goes by
the codename Hamzeh for security
reasons, said the daily killings of inno-
cent protesters is only increasing the
number of protesters who want a true

democratic country. Hamzeh said
many people in Syria are against for-
eign intervention, but Turkey is an ex-
ception. “We don’t want a Western
country to step into our country. We
would appreciate their help if they
were to take action on an international
level, such as implementing a no-fly
zone. However, I can say that people
would appreciate Turkey entering Syria
to remove the Assad regime. Turkey is
an exception due to our shared history,
and we know that Turkey would only
intervene to bring peace to our coun-
try, not to gain control over it like other
countries,” he added. conmueD on pact o4
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SYRIANS: WE WON'T GIVE UP, WOULD
APPRECIATE TURKEY'S INTERVENTION

Syrians, who have been peacefully protesting Assad’s totalitarian regime for almost a year, have called
on Turkey to intervene in Syria as they see no other option left. Revolutionaries who fled to Turkey say
Syrian youth can easily bring the regime down if int’l powers implement a no-fly zone over the country

o
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Ademonstrator holds up Turkey's flag dunng a protest against Syrian President Assad after Friday prayers in Homs on Dec. 16. Protestors called on Turkey to take military action against Syria.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
announced a serles of sanctions against the
Assad regime due to its military crackdown on an
eight-month uprising. The foreign minister said the
measures target the Syrian administration and will
not harm the Syrian people. However, this move has
affected the people as the Syrian government closed
the border, preventing Syrians from traveling to Tur-
key or bringing Turkish products into the country.
“Prices have risen incredibly high in the country.
For instance, the price of a kilogram of sugar costs five

times more now. Additionally, vou cannot exchange
money now as no foreign currencies are avallable,”
Hamzeh said. He added that public workers are still
being paid. and they can only withdraw a certain
amount of money from ATMs as banks are not open.
Hamzeh said the regime did this deliberately so that
people cannot take their money and leave the country,

According to the Syrian revolutionary,
protests are taking place at every single city in the coun-

ﬂl‘lll-f?gln\?

try. In the evenings, almost all Syrian cities are seeing
huge spontaneous protests. where thousands gather
without a specific call to action. However, this is not the
case with the protests held during the day. “People only
come out during the day [for a protest] whenit'san orga
nized one, and people gather because they have recelved
a message from a fellow protester. The protest time is
normally announced shortly before a call to prayer [Ad-
han}, and the protest is held after the praver,” he added.
Hamzeh says police do not hesitate to shoot protest
ers outside of the capital, Damascus, but when police in-
tervene in a protest in Damasaus, police first use tear gas
and shoot In the air to get protesters to leave the scene.
When people refuse, security forces then shoot randomly,

Hamzeh was able to connect with three of his
classmates from Damascus University through the
Internet. His friends agreed to talk Sunday’s Zaman
but asked that their names not be used for their safety.

When asked about pro-Assad rallies held in Damascus,
Hamzeh and his classmates said there is hardly any support
for the regime. One of the students said, “Those people are
either security-force members, agents In plain clothing or
people who benefit from the aurent regime, like business
owners who have links with the corrupted regime.”

Another student added that during anti-regime
protests, many people are arrested only for participat
ing in the demonstrations, and they are detained for
long periods of time without being Interrogated.

The three students said that Syrian youth have
gotten used to the tough situation and are not con-
sidering leaving the country or giving up the protests.
One of them added, “We'll either be successful, or we
will die for the freedom of our country. The killings
committed by this regime will not make us give up.”

Hamzeh mentioned that since Dec. 12, pooplp in
most of the country have boycotted the universities and
schools. Parents are not sending their children to school,
university students are not attending classes, and teach
ers are no longer going to work. However, this was not
the case in Damascus until this week as some university
undergraduates had still been attending lectures.

Currently Syrians are experiencing difficulties when
traveling from one place to another, even short distanc-
es. “There are security checkpoints on all highwavs and
people face random checks, too,” Hamzeh said.

A Syrian man who spent eight vears in prison for
opposing the Assad regime, escaped from the country
because Syrian officials were looking for him, and he
arrived in Turkey on Tuesday with his wife, He refused

vV Uituil vaiv w5

to reveal his identity to Sunday’s Zaman for security
reasons and preferred to use the codename Khaled.
Speaking about a possible foreign Intervention,
Khaled told Sunday’s Zaman that if the Syrian people
call on any particular power to intervene and end the
Assad regime, Assad would use this as a propaganda
tool and say on state TV that the protesters have been
marching for months so that the country will be invaded.
Khaled sald that the Syrian youth will end the re-
gime with little help. *This revolution will take place in
the hands of the Syrian youth. If international powers
set a no-fly zone, the revolution will happen very soon.
However, if things carry on the way they are now, many
people will die, but Syrians will achieve their humani-
tarlan demand, to have a democratic state,” he said.
Khaled said Syrians are expecting more action from
Turkey and from Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tavvip
Erdogan, such as bringing the Svria issue to the UN
or aiding the anti-regime soldiers, who left the state
army and organized their own anti-government units.
Khaled said that the Syrian regime would eas

v col-
lapse if Turkey were to give 5,000 missiles to these units.
Moreover, Syrian revolutionary Hassan Omar, who
fled to Turkey in June, was reportedly killed by Syrian
intelligence agents when he fled to Lebanon in the last
month. Omar was among the voung generation play
ing a vital role in the Syrian revolutionary movement.
Omar told Sunday’s Zaman In June that he actively
participated in the ongoing uprising, and he was a wanted
person in Syria. “My position is no different from that of
mv friends. Before 1 left Swria. | was actively participating
Inand organizing demonstrations in different parts of Syr
1a. 1 was forced to escape from my country; had I not left,
I'would not be alive right now. | was a wanted person so
1 fled to Turkey illegally through the mountains,” he said.
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