jEscondan esa verdad
incomoda!

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #21
Lunes 2 de enero de 2012

La prensa atlantista y la de los paises del Golfo se focalizan en la mocion del
Parlamento arabe que reclama la retirada de los observadores desplegados en Siria
ya que su presencia en el pais sirve de aval a la version de los hechos expresada por
el gobierno de Bachar al-Assad.

Es importante sefialar lo siguiente:

- El Parlamento drabe es un érgano de consulta de la Liga Arabe. Si se le califica de
“Parlamento” es unicamente porque lo componen 4 parlamentarios por cada uno de
los 22 paises miembros de la Liga Arabe, pero ese 6rgano no dispone en realidad de
ninguno de los poderes legislativos ni de control caracteristicos de un verdadero
parlamento;

- Cerca del 25% de sus miembros no deben su mandato como parlamentarios al
sufragio universal de sus pueblos sino que han sido simplemente nombrados por los
soberanos de sus paises respectivos;

- El Parlamento arabe fue el primero en exigir el despliegue de los observadores
cuya retirada esta pidiendo ahora;

- El Parlamento drabe fue también el primero en exigir la adopcion de sanciones
economicas contra Siria. Dichas sanciones fueron adoptadas como medio de
preparar la guerra y su posterior levantamiento tuvo como objetivo permitir el
despliegue de los observadores.

Dos meses atras, los militantes anti-Assad clamaban por el despliegue de los
observadores de la Liga Arabe para que estos dieran fe de la crueldad de la
represion. A su llegada a Siria, los observadores comprobaron la muerte de mas de
2000 soldados y, a pesar de un total desacuerdo en cuanto a la cantidad de victimas
civiles y las circunstancias de sus muertes, la version de la cruel represion desatada
contra pacificas protestas se ha vuelto insostenible. Asi que los anti-Assad exigen
ahora la retirada de los observadores, porque estos ultimos han desmentido su
version de los hechos.

* Un articulo de Deborah Sherwood publicado ayer en el Daily Star (Londres), que
habia escapado a nuestra mirada, (ver p. 12) revela que los Estados Mayores de
Estados Unidos y Gran Bretafia estan preparando un posible bombardeo contra Siria.
Con ese fin, agentes de la CIA y del MI6, asi como comandos SAS y SBS, ya estan
recogiendo informacidn de cardcter militar en territorio sirio.

El articulo de Deborah Sherwood aborda la posibilidad de una agresion aérea y la
seleccion de los blancos de los posibles bombardeos, pero no menciona el papel de
Estados Unidos y de Gran Bretafia en la actual guerra no convencional.
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Des journalistes indépendants défient le régime sur la Toile

DELPHINE MINOUI
CORRESPONDANTE AU MOYEN-ORIENT

ELLE ECRIT comme elle parle. Un ton
presseé, incisif, qui décrit a chaud le
cauchemar de son quotidien : les bles-
sés qui agonisent sur les trottoirs, les ti-
reurs embusqués sur les toits, la pénurie
alimentaire. Elle n’a pas le temps de se
plaindre, Iman. Encore moins de pleu-
rer tous ses morts, dont la liste s’allonge
de jour en jour. A Homs, sa ville, en-
deuillée par neuf mois de répression,
elle retient son souffle lorsqu’elle sla-
lome, un carnet de notes enfoui dans sa
poche, entre les postes de controle de
I'armée pour aller récolter les témoi
gnages de ses concitoyens.

«Pour moj, c'est

le meilleur moyen
d'éduquer les esprits
a la démocratie »

IMAN, JOURNALISTE SYRIENNE

«Chercher a dire la vérité sur les mas-
sacres commis par le régime de Bachar,
c’est signer son arrét de mort. Mais je
veux raconter notre tragédie, quel qu’en
soit le prix ! », avance, depuis son do-
micile, la jeune journaliste syrienne de
33 ans, grace a une communication pé-
niblement établie sur Skvpe. Chaque
semaine, ses articles remplissent les co-
lonnes de Souria bada hurriyva («La Sy-
rie veut la liberté»), un de ces nou-
veaux journaux indépendants qui
fleurissent depuis quatre mois a 'om-
bre de la propagande du régime. Publié¢
sur Internet et alimenté par des dizai-
nes de reporters disséminés a travers le
pays, cet hebdomadaire est également
diffusé sous le manteau, sous forme de
photocopies. «La violence du régime
pousse, chaque jour, certains de mes
concitoyens a prendre les armes pour se
révolter. Mon combat, il est d’encre et de
papier. Pour moi, c¢'est le meilleur moyen
d’éduquer les esprits a la démocratie »,
précise Iman, qui jongle quotidienne-
ment entre sa bataille au nom de la li-
berté et sa vie de famille - elle est mere
de quatre enfants.

Résistance

Véritable mine d’information, son ma-
gazine est aussi une agora, a I'image du
débat inédit qui prévaut depuis le début
de I'insurrection contre Bachar el-As-
sad, en mars dernier. Et qui n'épargne
personne : ni le régime, accusé de crimes
contre I'humanité, ni la Ligue arabe, ju-
gée trop complaisante envers les autori-
tés syriennes, ni certains milieux de la
dissidence minés par des querelles de

pouvoir. «Les tensions internes a l'oppo-
sition risquent de mener al'échec de lare
volution et a son infiltration par Bachar
el-Assad », prévient le journaliste Mel-
hem al-Droubi dans un article datant du
13 novembre 2011.

La vigilance a I'égard des douloureux
lendemains révolutionnaires des pays
voisins y est également a l'ordre du
jour, comme dans ce texte signe par un
certain Shammous. «Tous les révolu-
tionnaires du monde arabe devraient ti-
rer des lecons de la situation égyptienne.
La révolution, ce n'est pas se contenter
de renverser un régime, c’est aussi se dé-

T
{

pres de la frontiére syrienne. s<ow

barrasser de toute la culture qui va
avec », met en garde I'écrivain, en réfé-
rence a lI'accaparement, au Caire, du
pouvoir par les militaires depuis la chu-
te de Moubarak.

Réseau interactif

D’autres articles s’intéressent aux dif-
férentes formes de résistance. L'un, par
exemple, se penche sur la greve de la
faim. Et dans un pays ou I'humour s’est
vite imposé comme une arme contre la
censure, la page réservée aux caricatu-
res épingle régulierement les différents
tortionnaires du régime. Comme la

= .
Matériel informatique de bloggeurs syriens dans le village de Giivecci, en Turquie,

NEK/COSMOS

plupart des nouveaux médias de la ré-
volution syrienne, la préparation heb-
domadaire de «La Syrie veut la liber-
té» obéit a un systéme qui fonctionne
par réseau interactif. Rédigés depuis
Damas, Homs ou encore Deraa, les ar-
ticles sont ensuite édités et mis en ligne
par des «relais » disséminés dans plu-
sieurs pays : Arabie saoudite, Egypte,
Jordanie... «Il ¥y a une vraie solidarité
entre Syriens de l'intérieur et de 'exté-
rieur », releve, depuis Dubai, Naji
Tayara. A 32 ans, ce jeune activiste en
exil, dont le pére croupit dans une geo-
le syrienne depuis sept mois, est le por-
te-parole de la « Radio de la révolution
syrienne », lancée a I'automne dernier.
Diffusée sur Internet et financée par un
riche homme d’affaires syrien, elle of-
fre des témoigna de manifestants et
d’habitants des villes assiégées par
I'armée pour «que les personnes blo-
quées chez elles sachent ce qui se passe
dans le quartier voisin ou dans d’autres
régions ».

Un support de communication tres
précieux mais qui se heurte a divers
obstacles. D’abord, les attaques des
hackers du régime, qui forcent Naji
Tayara a reconfigurer régulierement le
site Web de la radio. Ensuite, la limita-
tion de la diffusion a Internet, auquel de
nombreux Syriens n'ont pas acces.
«L’idéal serait de pouvoir émettre nos
programmes via la FM, grace a un dis-
positif installé dans un pays frontalier.
Mais ni le Liban ni la Turquie ne sont
préts a prendre le risque de facher Da-
mas », concede-t-il. m

L’Iran réplique aux sanctions par

Alors que la pression de 1'0Occident s'accentue, Téhéran a procédé hie

ADELE SMITH
NEW YORK

MOYEN-ORIENT Le bras de fer continue
entre I'Occident et Téhéran sur le pro-
gramme nucléaire iranien. Samedi, les
Etats-Unis ont renforcé leurs sanctions.
Hier, I'lran a répliqué par un tir de mis-
sile de moyenne de portée et affirme
avoir testé de nouvelles barres de com-
bustible nucléaire «dans le coeur du
réacteur de Téhéran pour vérifier leur bon
fonctionnement », une étape supplé-
mentaire dans le processus d’enrichis-
sement d'uranium. Quant a I'Union
européenne, qui a déja accru ses sanc-
tions, elle doit prendre une décision sur
un eéventuel embargo pétrolier avant la
fin du mois.

La loi de financement du Pentagone,
promulguée samedi par Barack Obama,
preévoit de punir les banques commercant
avec la banque centrale iranienne. Le pré
sident iranien, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a
tenté de minimiser la mesure, rétorquant
que la banque centrale peut faire face
«aux pressions de 'enmemi », mais I'effet
se fait déja sentir sur la monnaie iranien-
ne, qui se trouvait hier en forte baisse, La
mesure vise a réduire les revenus pétro-
liers de I'lran, cinquieme exportateur au
monde. Elle accentue considérablement la
pression sur le régime. Celui-ci compte
sur ses échanges avec Pékin pour en atté-
nuer les effets mais la premiere raffinerie
chinoise, Sinopec Corp, a signalé qu'elle
ses importations de moitié ce
mois-ci afin de pousser son partenaire a
réduire les prix. Le bras de fer est risqué

pour tous. Les Occidentaux redoutent une
envolée des prix du pétrole. La Maison-
Blanche, sous pression du Congres et d'lIs-
raél, veut éviter a tout prix de se laisser
entrainer dans une spirale militaire. Et
I'lIran a beaucoup a perdre d'une aggrava
tion de la situation.

Nervosité palpable

Afin de prévenir une déstabilisation des
prix du pétrole, I’Administration améri-
caine a introduit des mesures d’exemp-
tion aux nouvelles sanctions. Il s’agit no-
tamment de laisser une marge de
manceuvre a des pays comme le Japon et
la Corée du Sud, tous deux gros importa-
teurs de brut iranien. Le président amé-
ricain aura en outre le pouvoir de repor-
ter les sanctions de six mois et celui de
lever certaines pénalités, siun paysaen-
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Waarnemersmissie in Syrié lokt
steeds meer controverse uit

BRUSSEL @ Een belangrijk
adviserend orgaan binnen

de Arabische Liga eist de
onmiddellijke terugtrekking van
de waarnemers die in Syrié moeten
toezien op het einde van het
overheidsgeweld. De waarnemers
zouden de bloedige onlusten
enkel maar aanwakkeren en
tegenstellingen tussen
observatoren ondermijnen de
geloofwaardigheid van de missie.

DOOR KOEN VIDAL

Syrié was een van de weinige landen ter
wereld waar Nieuwjaar niet werd gevierd.
Wel kwamen opnieuw tienduizenden bur-
gers op straat om “het jaar van de vrijheid”
aan te kondigen. Daarbij riepen ze slogans
tegen president al-Assad die “een somber
2012" werd toegewenst. Bij de betogingen
schoot het leger opnieuw met scherp en
daarbij vielen opnieuw doden en gewon-
den. In de opstandige stad Daraa kwamen
zeker drie mensen om het leven waaronder
een kind van zeven. Ook in de hoofdstad
Damascus waren er betogingen.

Het aanhoudende geweld blijft ook aan de
geloofwaardigheid van de waarnemings-
missie van de Arabische Liga knagen.
Hoewel er ondertussen al meer dan hon-
derd observatoren in Syrié toekijken op de
terugtrekking van het leger uit bevolkings-
wijken, is het geweld de jongste dagen
alleen nog maar verergerd.

Dat is de belangrijkste reden waarom een
belangrijk adviserend orgaan van de
Arabisch Liga pleitvoorde directe terugtrek-
king van de waarnemers. Ali al-Salem al-
Dekbas, de voorzitter van het Arabische par-
lement, vindtdatAssad de waarnemersbela-
chelijk maakt. “We zijn getuige van een esca-
latie. Deze missie geeft het Syrische regime
een dekmantel om verder te gaan met zijn
onmenselijke acties. Dit heeft bij veel

B

B Een waarnemer maakt duidelijk dat hij scherpschutters heeft gezien in Deraa.

Later wordt dat ontkend door de voorzitter van de waarnemingsmissie.

Arabische mensen woede opgewekt.”

Het parlement roept secretaris-generaal
Nabil Elaraby van de Arabische Liga op om
de buitenlandministers van de lidstaten op
te roepen en tot de onmiddellijke terugtrek-
king van de observatiemissie te beslissen.
Maar een hoge bron binnen de Arabische
Liga verklaarde dat het nog te vroeg is om
een eindoordeel te vellen over het werk van
de waarnemers: “De missie zal een maand
ter plaatse blijven en pas dan kunnen we
conclusies trekken.”

Tegenspraak observatoren

Gisteren bleek trouwens ook dat er
behoorlijk wat spanningen zijn onder de
observatoren zelf. Bij een bezoek aan het
opstandige Deraa zou een van de observato-
renzich hebben laten ontvallen dathijop de
daken van de gebouwen meerdere scherp-
schutters had gezien. Op een aantal beelden

Orgaan binnen
Arabische Liga eist
onmiddellijke
terugtrekking van
de waarnemers

uit Deraa is te zien hoe een vermoedelijke
waarnemer het volgende zegt tegen een
omstander: “Zegt u mijdater snipers zijn? U
hoeft me dat niet te vertellen want ik heb ze
met mijn eigen ogen gezien.” De man voegt
eraan toe dat hij zijn bevindingen zou over-
maken aan de Arabische Liga en dat er bin-
nen de 24 uur maatregelen zouden worden
genomen.

Vreemd genoeg werden die uitspraken
later ingetrokken door generaal Mistafa al-
Dabi, de Soedanese voorzitter van de waar-

FOTO AP

nemingsmissie. “Wat die waarnemer
gezegd heeft”, zei Dabi, “is dat indien hij
snipers zou zien, hij dat onmiddellijk aan
de Arabische Liga zou rapporteren.” Dit
bochtenwerk zou de al bestaande kritiek
op generaal Dabi wel eens verder kunnen
aanwakkeren. Generaal Dabi bekleedde
jarenlang topfuncties in het leger van de
Soedanese president al-Bashir, die door het
Strathof van misdaden tegen de mensheid
wordt beschuldigd. Dabi zaaide vorige
week controverse toen hij zich minimalis-
tisch uitliet over het bloedige geweld in de
stad Homs.

Gisteren ontstond ook onduidelijkheid
over eenakkoord dat twee belangrijke oppo-
sitiegroepen dit weekeinde zouden hebben
gesloten. Op zaterdag zei een woordvoerder
van het Nationale Codrdinatie Comité(NCC)
dat zijn groep met de Syrische Nationale
Raad (SNC) een routekaart had uitgestip-
peld voor democratie in Syrié na de val van
Bashar al-Assad.

De SNC vertegenwoordigt veel oppositie
buiten Syrié en probeert zich als vertegen-
woordiger van het Syrische volk te presente-
ren, terwijl de NCC voornamelijk leden in
Syrié¢ heeft. Het is onduidelijk hoeveel
invloed beide groepen hebben op demon-
straties in Syrié.

Volgens het Amerikaanse persbureau
Associated Press, dat een kopie van het docu-
ment heeft, stelt de overeenkomst dat beide
groepen buitenlandse interventie in Syrié
afwijzen, tenzij deze afkomstig is uit
Arabische landen. Ook stelt het een over-
gangsperiode van één jaar voor nade valvan
Assad, zodat een grondwet geschreven kan
worden die een ‘civiele, pluralistische parle-
mentaire democratie’ garandeert. Daarna
moeten parlements- en presidentsverkie-
zingen volgen.

Een woordvoerder van de SNC ontkende
het akkoord gisteren tegenover de zender Al
Jazeera. Volgens hem is het slechts een idee
waarover de SNC nog moet beslissen.
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Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)
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L'Unita (Italie / Italy)

UM BER TO DE GIOVANNANGEL
wdgoan gl @uitat

Ui spari rlecheggiano

Inquellevie masforma-

te in un campo di bar-

taglia. Gl scontri sl

susseguono da doe
giomi e Investono interd quarder
dells capltale sidana A fronegglar-
d sono Je forze lealistee cendnais di
disertori. E la battaglia di Damasco.
L'ordine ricevuto dalle ruppe fedel
al presidente Bashar al-Assad @ pe-
rentorio: sanare | diseror, arrestar-
I, anche se do significs agire casa
per casa. Unvideo su YouTube mo-
st ungruppo d soldatifareimuzio-
neinuna cass di Damasooe (rasana-
e fuo il corpo senza vita di un uo-
mo. E In questo scenario di guerms
totale, Il parlamento dells Lega Ara-
ba, organo consuldvo delforgantz-

Bilancio di sangue

Nel 2011 i morti civili
sarebbero stati 5800,
di cui 395 bambini

zazione panamba, ha chiesto ler {1
rtiro degll osservatod dalls Sida,
denundando ks epressione ancom
inano nel Psese nonostante la pre-
®nza del mppresentand delforgs-
nkzzazione pansmba [I Presidens
dellAssemblea, Salem al-Dighassi,
ha rivolto un appello al ®grewrio
generake dells Laga Araba, Nabil
al-Arabl perché «ntirl immediacs-
mente g osservatori ambi, visto
chell regime drisnocondnus a veck-
dere cvili innocentis. Le azioni di
Damasco, ha denundaro in un co-
MUMICAL0, «[3 ppresenisno una chis-
m viokezione del protocollo dells Le-
ga amba che punts a proteggere il
popolo sirfance.

CRESCENDO DIVIOLENZA

«Quello che sdamo vedendo é un
crescendo di violenza, sempre pil
persone uod e, compres | bambini,

€ tuto questo In presenza degli os-
ervator della Legs Ambae, ha ag-

giunto alDigbassi che ha Insistito
s un punto: «Tutto quello che ss
avvenendo alls presenza dells mis-
sone di osserva tori st facendo cre-
scere la mbbia dells gente araba e
Infida la ragione stessa percul g @
dedso di inviam una missione di
questo dpo»; in questo modo, de-
nunda sempre al-Digbassi, sl d-
schis di fornire al regime sirano
«Uuna copermures che gli permee di
compiere aimini «soco gl occhi del-
Ia lega Arabae. Da quando @ inkzis-
ta ls missione degli osservator fond

Duranie le proteste xi Adb i manfetati 4 mprono 1 facia per | lacamogeni lndal deie forzedi sourezza

Siria, 1soldati di Assad
a caccla di disertort
nelle strade di Damasco

Ormai si combatte anche nella capitale, mentre continuano le manifestazioni
Intanto l'opposizione lavora ad una «road map» per i dopo+egime

indipendend hanno contato ben 286
morti: otto solo lerl

Venerdi scorso, sempre alls perife-
ria di Damasco, § erano registrad vio-
Jenti scont tra le forze disicurezzae
| manifestand and regime. Gl agenti
hanno farto uso di bombeimbottite di
chiodl, di gas lecrimogenl e di grans-
= perdisperdere oltre 60mila manife-
stand. | dimostrand hanno dsposto
con lanci di pletre e 24 dl loro sono
rimasd ferid. A dferirlo @ I0sservato-

rio siriano per | dirid delfuomo
(Osdh). Cronaca di guerra: e dvili
sono statl ucdsi jer da prolendll delle
forze di sicurezza, mentre | cadaveri
di quarro dvil, amestad e pol vocisi
in carcere, alcuni con evidend segni
di tormurs, sono statl resdruid al loro
familiard,annuncia Topposizione, che
parlaanchedi manifestazion ponts-
nee per ] Capodannoe conto il regh-
me inscena® simulsnesmene Fal
tra noce a Idleb, Aleppo, Zabadani

(non lontano da Damasco), Deraa e
Qameshil. Inun comunicato | Comits-
10 Jocall di coordinamento, che orgs-
nizza sul tereno Je mani fesezionl an-
ti-regime, silano un bilandodi 5862
civili vod s pel 2011, inclusi 305 bam-
hinl, dalie forze di sicurezza nells re-
pressione delle manifestaziont

Del campo di battaglia a quello po-
ldco. [ rappresenwnti del Consiglio
nazionale sidano (Cns) e del Comita-
1o nazionale per il cambiamento de-
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mocratico (Cned) - i maggior gruppl
di oppostzi one siriani - hanno annun-
clato la firma, venerdi ®ra al Cairo,
diuna bozza daccordo su come ealiz-

zare una demoarazia dopo b cadura
del regime baathisa. Laccordo «defi-

nisce | principi della lona democrad-
caper il perfodo di transizione" della
Sidaversoun Stato democradco, indi-
ca il Cned in un comunicato, aggiun-
gendo che questo “periodo di transi-
zione inzlerd alla caduta del regimes

del presidente Bashar al-Assad. Que-
sto accordo «rifiuta ogni intervento

militae che posss anentare alla so-

vraniti e allindipende nza del Paeses,
ha dero ancorail Cned. Inolire, sotto-

linea che «Jinervento ambo non e

considersto come un iniervento sma-
nieros ¢ afferma la necessid di «pro-
teggere | civili con rumi | mezzi ega-
i« Laccordoé stato firmaio dal capo
del CnsBurhan Ghaliune da un mem-
bro del Cned, Haytham Manaa, dopo
«oltre un mese di discussion ma i dir-
genti dei due gruppl, per Tedificazio-
ne di uno Stato dvike e democra ticoe,
Ela prima volta dallinizio della rivol-
tapopolare, (Marzo 2011), che ke op-
posizioni siriane (rovano una infesa
su una road map per il dopo-Assd.
Un segnale aneso dalla comunigh in-
temazionake. ¢
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

El modelo
de transicion
divide a la
oposicCion siria
SERENEASSIR/ El Cairo
Especial para EL MUNDO
La oposicion a Bashar Asad tie-
ne claro su objetivo de derribar
la dictadura siria, pero no tanto
c6mo gestionar la transicion.
Mientras contindan las protes-
tas contra el régimen, un borra-
dor de pacto elaborado el pasa-
do 30 de diciembre divide estos
dias a los enemigos del tirano.
El texto lo firmaron dos de
los disidentes de mayor peso
politico, Haizam al Manna, del
Comité de Coordinacién Nacio-
nal para el Cambio Democrati-
co (CCN), y Burhan Galiun, del
Consejo Nacional Sirio (CNS).
Mientras en el primer grupo
no parece haber «ninguna dis-
crepancia», segin Al Manna, en
el CNS han surgido diferencias
en torno a un borrador que re-
chaza una posible intervencion
militar extranjera y que propo-
ne un modelo de transicién a la
democracia basado en el plura-
lismo, el respeto a las minorias
y la proteccion de los civiles se-
gun el derecho internacional.
El borrador lo firmé Galiun,
pero «parece que dentro del
CNS hay mas de un punto de
vista, lo cual esta bien», dijo Al
Manna. «Pero no puede ser que
trabajemos sobre un pacto tan
detallado y que no hayamos lle-
gado al punto en el que todos
podamos respetar unos princi-
pios bésicos de democracia. Es-
tamos de acuerdo en que quere-
mos que el régimen de Asad cai-
ga, pero también necesitamos
un programa constructivon.
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El didlogo se produce al mis-
mo tiempo que contingan las
manifestaciones multitudinarias
en ciudades clave como Homs.
Segun los Comités de Coordina-
cioén Locales (CCL), con una
amplia red de voluntarios exten-
dida por todo el pais, unas 5.800
personas han muerto a manos
del régimen desde que estall6 la
revolucion el pasado marzo.

Tras dos meses de presiones y
negociaciones, la Liga Arabe lo-
gro enviar unos 150 observado-

fotografia una protesta siria./ REUTERS

res y ain quedan por llegar
unos 300. Segun el Parlamento
Arabe, organizacion consejera
de la Liga, los expertos deberian
retirarse porque su presencia no
ayuda a acabar con la matanza,
sino todo lo contrario.
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Irish Times (Irlande / Ireland)

Arab League
urged to withdraw
monitors from Syria

MICHAEL JANSEN

AN ADVISORY body linked to the
Arab League yesterday urged it to
withdraw its monitors from Syria,
pointing out that violence was con-
tinuing in spite of their presence.

Ali  al-Salem  al-Dekbas,
chairman of the 83-member Arab
Parliament, consisting of dele-
gates from the league’s 22 mem-
bers, said: “For this to happen in
the presence of Arab monitors has
roused the anger of Arab people
and negates the purpose of
sending a fact-finding mission.”

The deployment, he charged, “is
giving the Syrian regime an Arab
cover for continuing its inhumane
actions under the eyes and ears of
the Arab League...[and] is a
blatant violation of the Arab
League’s protocol” governing the
operations of the monitors.

The parliament asked League
secretary general Nabil ElAraby,
to convene a foreign ministers
meeting to order the withdrawal
of the monitors.

However, a League official
replied it was too early to pull out
the mission since its mandate ends

only at the end of this month.

Late on Friday, the National
Council, a coalition of exiled
groups, and the National Co-ordi-
nation Committee, representing
dissidents inside Syria, appeared
to put an end to opposition bick-
ering by signing a draft unity agree-
ment.

However, yesterday the council
denied there had been a deal,
while committee representative
Haytham Manna said members of
the council disagreed with the
provision, saying the sides “reject
any military intervention that
harms the sovereignty or stability
of the country, without consid-
ering Arab intervention to be
foreign™.

Monitors began their mission
last week with the objective of
halting violence from all sides,
securing the release of prisoners,
and ensuring withdrawal of the
army from urban areas. Local
activists say 130 civilians have
been killed since monitors began
their mission.

The Philippine government has
advised its citizens working in
Syria to depart as soon as possible.
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The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Opposition
factionsjoin
forcesto
resist Assad

Syria’s rebel leaders
set aside their
differences to present
alternative to regime

By CATRINA STEWART
in Jerusalem

Two of Syria’s nascent opposition fac-
tions haveset aside their differencesto
unite over a road map for a transition
to democracy should the embattled
Assad regime fall after months of pro-
democracy protests that have left an
estimated 5,000 people dead.

The move by the Syrian National
Council (SNC), an exile group formed
inIstanbul in September, and the Syria-
based National Co-ordination Body for
Democratic Change in Syria, marksthe
first serious attempt to bridge divides
within the fragmented opposition to
challenge President Bashar al-Assad,
who has overseen a brutal crackdown
against dissentersto his rule.

The challenge came asprotestersde-
nounced an Arab League observer mis-
sion, sent in to ensure that Mr Assad
stickstoan agreed peace planand stops
the bloodshed, after General Mustafa
al-Dabi, itsSudanese head and aveter-
anmilitary intelligence officer, described
thesituationin Syria last week as “good”.

Fears that the mission is providing
cover for the Syrian authorities’ con-
tinued abuses against the population
prompted the Arab Parliament, anad-
visory body attached to the pan-Arab
League,tocall yesterday for the imme-
diate withdrawal of the monitors.

The nearly 100-strong mission en-
tered the country last week after weeks
of prevarication by the Syrian govern-
ment, which eventually gave way to
head offthe prospect of tougher sanc-
tions. But the mission’s presence has
failed to prevent scores more deaths.
“For this to happen in the presence of
Arab monitors has roused the anger of
Arab people and negates the purpose
of sending a fact-finding mission,” the

>arliament’s chairman Ali al-Salem al-
Dekbassaid. “Thisisgivingthe Syrian
regime an Arab cover for continuing
itsinhumane actions.

The Syrian authorities have consis-
tently portrayed the uprising as a for-
eign-backed insurrection by “terrorist
armed gangs” and claim more than
2,000 members of the security forces
have been killed. With expectations

VOICES OF DISSENT
THELEADERS

Burhan Ghalioun,
SNCchairman

A political ccientist
and Paris-based
professor, Ghalioun
ic seen by come as

a consensus figure
with the potential to
draw together the
fragmented opposition movement.

Hassan Abdul-Azim,
NCC chairman
A critic of the Assad
government, Abdul-
Azim was the only
leading opposition
figure to be arrested
earlier this year. He
was later freed.

low that the monitors, whose numbers
will be expanded in the coming days,
will be successful in holdingthe regime
toaccount, opposition factions appear
tohavesidestepped major differences
inputting forward their transition plan.

The two opposition groups report-
edly signed the deal on Friday, which
rules out any foreign intervention “that
harms the sovereignty or stability of
the country”, although Arab League in-
tervention is not considered foreign. It
also envisions a one-year transitional
period, during which Syriawould adopt
a new constitution that would lay the
foundations fora “democratic, plural-
istic civil state™.

The deal, which will be put to other
opposition factions, is significant in
thatitcommitsthe SNCtodroppingits
calls foraLibya-styleintervention,one
ofthe mainstumbling blocks prevent-
ing a broader opposition alliance. But
it remains unclear to what extent the
deal will win support from rank-and-
file members of both groups amid com-
plaints that they were not consulted.

Itisalso uncertain ifthe two groups
represent ordinary Syrians. The SNC
isseen as a party dominated by exiles
with little connection to activists on
the ground. Others are putting their
faith in the Free Syrian Army, a force
of army defectors, which has struck
with increasing effectiveness against
the regime.
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)
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Daily Star (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

sniper atack

SYRIA WILL BE
BLOODIEST YEI

MI6 and SAS gear up for war

BRITAIN is gearing up
for fighting in Syria that
could be bigger and
bloodier than the battle
against Gaddafi.

The Ministry of Defence is
drawing up secret plans for a
NATO-sponsored no-fly zone
but first it needs backing from
the United Nations Security

Council.
As the unrest and Kkillings
escalate in the troubled Arab

state, agents from MI6 and the
CIA are already In Syria assessing
the situation, a security official
has revealed.

Special forces are also talking to
Syrian dissident soldiers.

They want to Know about weap-
ons and communications Kit rebel
forces will need if the Govern-

n by DEBORAH SHERWOOD

debora

ment decldes to help.
CIA are in Syria to infiltrate and
get at the truth,” said the well-
placed source.

“We have SAS and SBS not far
away who want to Know what is
happening and are finding out
what kit dissident soldlers need.

“Syria supports Hezbollah. That
threatens Israel and the whole of
the Middle East.

*This has been given the highest
priority as the whole thing could
implode.

“This is all going 1ike Libya but
this will be bigger and bloodier.

“Syria Is Killing civilians. It's
looKing bad all round.”

The ATO-backed flight ban
over Syria has been discussed by
the British Cabinet’s National

Security Council.
And the Ministry of Defence

MI6 aml thv

has made provisional plans to
implement any government order.
The security source revealed mili-
tary planners are considering the
use of Tornado GR4 attack fighters
and other aircraft.

NATO forces took eight
months to oust Gaddafi
with his army of

China. But if Kkillings in Syria
escalate even further then the UN
will come under intense pressure
to take action.

American Republicans have
called for a no-ly zone,
while the Arab League
is  considering a
similar plan with

mercenaries. But Turkish warplanes
they cept that tipped to take the
the Syrian forces | lead.

are far Dbetter A Ministry of
trained and Defence spokes-
armed. man said: “It is all

Thelr  airforce speculation.

has  highly-rated “It is not our job

vet. We are looKing
at what-ifs all the
time.”
A Foreign Office spokes-
man said: “We are monitoring
the situation in Syria. We are
obviously very concerned about
Increasing violence and we are
calling for an end to the Killings.”

MiG29 Russian Jet
fighters.

The Foreign and
Commonwealth office has
warned Prime Minister David
Cameron that a UN Security
Council  sanction  would be
required before any action. But it
is likely to be vetoed by Russia or

- e kG
C T ——
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The Globe and Mail (Canada)

Monitors ineffective
in Syria: Arab group

A pan-Arab body called for the
immediate withdrawal of the
Arab League monitors in Syria
because President Bashar al-
Assad’s regime has kept up kill-
ings of government opponents
even in the presence of the ob-
servers. The 88-member Arab
Parliament said that Arabs are
angered by the Syrian regime’s
ongoing killings while the nearly
100 monitors are in the country.
The monitors are supposed to be
ensuring Syria complies with
terms of the League’s plan to end
the nine-month-old crackdown.

However, the Kuwaiti head of
the Arab Parliament, Ali Salem
al-Degbasi, said the presence of
the monitors is distracting from
the “flagrant violations” commit-
ted by Mr. al-Assad’s regime.

“The killing of children and the
violation of human-rights law is
happening in the presence of
Arab League monitors, raising
the fury of Arab people,” he said.

The Arab League created the
Arab Parliament, which is made
up of lawmakers and advisers
from states around the Middle
East. [ts recommendations are
nonbinding and it operates sepa-
rately from the Arab League.

Mr. al-Degbasi’s remarks about
the observer mission represents
growing concern about the moni-
tors’ ability to deter Assad’s
regime from killing protesters.

According to activists, more
than 150 people have been killed
across the country since the ob-
servers began their one-month
mission on Tuesday. The UN says
more than 5,000 people have
died since the revolt began.

Associated Press
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The New York Times — International Herald Tribune (USA)

Arab politicians urge
monitors to quit Syria

CAIRO

Regime uses presence
of observers as a cover,
delegates contend

FROM NEWS REPORTS

An Arab League advisory body called
Sunday for the immediate withdrawal of
the OTganization’s MONtOTing Mission
in Syria, saying it was allowing the au-
tharities in Damascus to cover up con-
tinued violence and abuses.

The Arab League has sent a small
team to Syria to verify whether Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad is Keeping his
promise to end a crackdown on a nine-
month uprising against his rule.

The observer mission has already
stirrad controversy. Rights groups have
reparted continued deaths in clashes,
and tens of thousands of protesters
have taken to the streets to show the ob-
sarvers the extent of their anger.

The Sudanese head of the mission
also caused some anger by suggesting
that he was reassured by his first im-
pressions of Homs, one of the main cen-
ters of unrest.

The Arab Parliament, an 38-member
advisory committee of delegates from
each of the League's member states,
said Sunday that the viclence was con-
tinuing to claim many victims.

*“For this to happen in the presence of
Arab monitors has roused the anger of
Arab people and negates the purpose of
sending a fact-finding mission,” said the
organization’s chairman, Ali al-Salem
al-Dekbas. **This is giving the Syrian re-
gime an Arab cover for continuing itsin-
humane act:ons under the eyes and ears
of the Arab

The Arab Parliament was the first
body to recommend freezing Syria’s
membership in the organization in re-
sponse to Mr. Assad’s crackdown.

The organization called on the Arab
League’s secretary general, Nabil
Elaraby, to convene a meeting of foreign
ministers to adopt a resolution to with-
draw the mission immediately.

The continued abuse and Killing of in-
nocent Syrian civilians is a “*blatant vio-
lation of the Arab League's protocal,”
Mr. Dekbas said.

Some of the Arab delegates who had

gone to Syria to prepare for the visit of

the monitors bafore the first team arrived
last week returned to Cairo on Sunday.
The delegation’s head, Samir Saif el-
Yazel, an assistant to Mr. Elaraby, re-
fused to talk to reporters at the Cairo
airport and said any new developments
on the mission to Syria would be an-
nounced in statements by the Arab

League.

On the political front, the two largest
Syrian opposition groups announced
Saturday that they had agread on a
common approach to arganizing a tran-
sitional government, a move that could
help unify a movement dividad betweaen
exiles and domestic dissidents that has
differed about how to toppie Mr. Assad.

In their agreement, the two groups,
the Syrian National Council and the Na-
tional Coordination Body for Demacrat-
ic Change in Syria, said that they rejec-
ted any foreign military intervention, a
statement that seemed to preclude a
Libya-style intervention in Syria

They left open, though, the possibility
of an Arab military presence. One of the
leaders of the National Coordination
Body, Haytham Manna, said that might

The groups had also favored different
approaches to toppling Mr. Assad, with
some of the domestic dissidents repre-
sented by the National Coordination
Body saying they were opan to a negoti-
ated end to the conflict. But many exiles,
and some protesters as well, have rejec-
ted that approach. Mr. Manna said the
groups were still open to talking, but
only with people “pot implicated in
Crimes against humanity or corruption.”

Opposition figures also said that the
agreement was intended to serve as a
notice to Mr. Assad's allies that the op-
position was growing stronger. “‘The
agreement aims to tighten the noose
around the regime, and tell the Russians
and the Chinese that we will be the re-
gime,” said Khalaf Dahowd, a member
of the Syrian National Coordination
Body in Exile.

As the Syrian conflict continues to
raise fears of sectarian strife, the oppo-
sition agreement, signed Friday in
Cairo, emphasizes minority rights and
freedom of religion and belief.

Nine people were killed Saturday, ac-
cording to the Local Coordination Com-
mittees, which reported that govern-
ment snipers were firing on paopie from
buildings in HOMS. gsuress, sm
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Arab body

seeks exit
of monitors

A pan-Arab body called
fortheimmediate withdraw-
al of the Arab League moni-
tors in Syria because it says
President Bashar Assad’s
regime has Kept Killing gov-
ernment opponents even in
the presence of the ob-
servers.

The 88-member Arab
Parliament said Arabs were
angered by the Syrian
regime’s ongoing Killings
while the nearly 100 monitors
are in the country.

The monitors are sup-
posed to be ensuring Syria
complies with terms of the
league-brokered plan to end
the 9-month-old crackdown
on dissent — a plan Syria
agreed to on Dec. 19.

The Arab League created
the Arab Parliament, which
ismade up oflawmakers and
advisors from states around
the Middle East.

Its recommendations are
nonbinding and it operates
separately from the Arab
League.

According to activists,
more than 150 people have
been Killed across the coun-
try since the observers be-
gan their one-month mis-
sion Tuesday.

The United Nations says
more than 5,000 people have
died as the government has
sought to crush the revolt.

The Arab League plan
demands that the govern-
ment remove its security
forces and heavy weapons
from cities, start talks with
the opposition and allow hu-
man rights workers and
journalists into the country.
It also calls for the release of
all political prisoners.
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Syria mission in trouble

ARAB LEAGUE PANEL URGES PULLOUT OF MONITORS, SAYING IT ALLOWS COVER-UP OF VIOLENCE

Cairo (Reuters & AFP) An
Arab League advisory body
yesterday called for the im-
mediate withdrawal of the
organisation’s monitoring
mission in Syria, saying it
was allowing Damascus to
cover up continued vio-
lence and abuses.

The Arab League has
sent a small team to Syria
to check whether President
Bashar Al Assad is keeping
his promise to end a crack-
down on a nine-month up-
rising against his rule.

Eight more people were
reported killed vesterday
when security forces fired
on protesters in the Damas-
cus suburb of Daria, raising
the toll to at least 286 people
since the mission began on
December 23.

The observer mission has
already stirred controversy.
Rights groups have reported
continued deaths in clashes
and tens of thousands of
protesters have taken to the
streets to show the observ-
ers the extent of their anger.

The issue of snipers trig-
gered a dispute among the
observers. In a video re-
leased by the Observato
man wearing an orange ves
with the Arab League logo
said in Daraa: “There are
snipers; we have seen them
with our own eves. We ask
the authorities to remove
them immediately: if they
don’t remove them within
24 hours there will be other
measures,” the unnamed
speaker in the video said.

But Sudanese military in-
telligence officer General
Mohammad Ahmad Mus-
tafa Al Dabi, who is heading
the mission, said the official
seen in the video was mak-
ing a hypothetical remark.

For this

[killing

of child]
to happen in the
presence of Arab
monitors has roused
the anger of the
Arab people and
negates the purpose
of sending a
fact-finding mission.”

Ali Al Salem Al Dekbas

Arab Parliament chairman

“This man said that if he
saw — by his own eyes —
those snipers he will report
immediately,” Al Dabi told
the BBC shour. “But
he didn't

The Arab Parliament, an
88-member advisory com-
mittee of delegates from
each of the [
ber states
violence was con
claim many victims.

Yesterday, a child was shot
dead, becoming the first vic-
tim in 2012 of the regime’s
crackdown on dissent.

“For this to happen in the
presence of Arab monitors
has roused the anger of Ar-
ab people and negates the
purpose of sending a fact-
finding mission,” the or-
nisation’s chairman Ali
alem Al Dekbas said.
1g the Syrian
regime Arab cover for
continuing its inhumane
actions under the eyes and
ears of the Arab Leag

Editorial comment — Page 8
See also Page 10

4o

'l saw with my eyes’

An Arab League monitor describes seeing a sniper in Daraa. A dispute emerged after the observer reportedly accused
authorities of posting snipers on rooftops and di ded they be d. But the Sud. head of the mission said
the official was making a hypothetical remark. This image is made from amateur video and made available by Shaam
News Network.
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AL ASSAD REGIME
MUST ENGAGE IN
MEANINGFUL TALKS

By unifying their demands, the opposition
can negotlate from a position of strength

yrian opposition groups are beginning
to question the effectiveness of the Arab
_ League observer mission after watching
“0 ) its operations for the past 10 days. The
| opposition is growing more pessimistic

o 4" and fear that their nation is on a slow
but sure SlldL into civil war. That’s an outcome that
should not happen, and every effort must be made to
ensure it does not.

While civilians are dying daily, it’s difficult to un-
derstand the full plight faced by anti-government
protesters in the troubled nation.

From a distance, it’s easy to call on the opposition
to show patience — a commodity that is hard to
come by when security forces under the control of
President Bashar Al Assad use all the force at their
disposal to suppress the demonstrators. But patience
is required at the moment. The Arab League observ-
ers are slowly going about their work, and they are
achieving small but notable successes. In the restive
city of Daraa, the observers noted the presence of
Syrian military snipers and immediately called for
the personnel to be removed. The snipers had been
positioned in the town after opposition leaders called
for mass anti-government protests.

The observers too are well aware that where tanks
were stationed before the delegation arrives, those
positions are empty, with the armour returning after
their departure. Clearly the deaths and violence of
these past months in Syria cannot go on indefinitely,
and there has to be a resolution to this bloody chap-
ter. With the spectre of civil war rising in the minds
of some opposition leaders, dialogue and negotia-
tions are needed as never before. By unifying their
goals and demands and by adopting a common front,
opposition groups are effectively recognising that
they can negotiate from a position of strength. With
observers on the ground, now is the time for mean-
ingful dialogue with Al Assad’s regime.
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Hoping for freedom

Lebanese and Syrian activists hold a candle light vigil and Syrian revolution flags in Beirut on New Year’s Eve in mourning of Syrians killed since the
uprising against the Al Assad regime began in March. The banner in Arabic reads: "2012 Syria is free.”

Seven-vear-old S

yrian boy first victim of 2012

5,862 people killed in crackdown on dissent across the country last year — Local Coordination Committees

Damascus (AFP?) Syrian pro-
democracy protesters saw
the New Year in with dem-
onstrations, activists said,
as a child was reportedly
shot dead, becoming the
first victim in 2012 of the
regime's crackdown on
dissent.

“The first victim of 2012,”
said a statement by the
Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights is a seven-year-
old child killed in central
Hama province when gun-
fire struck the vehicle he
was riding in.

Meanwhile, Arab League
monitors toured several
flashpoint areas across the
country, official media said,
as a dispute emerged after
one observer reportedly ac-
cused authorities of posting
snipers on rooftops and de-
manded they be removed.

“The youths of the revo-
lution held huge and simul-
tancous protests overnight
to welcome the New Year,”
said the Local Coordina-
tion Committees (LCC)
network of activists.

YouTube videos

Protesters took to the
streets in Daraa, Idlib
and Aleppo, in the mostly
Kurdish city of Qamishli
and in Zabadani near Da-
mascus, the LCC said in a
statement received by AFP
in Nicosia.

YouTube cir-
culating on the Internet
showed protesters across
Syria celebrating 2012 with

videos

On a mission

Arab League observers (in orange jackets) check on the wounded at the national

hospital in Daraa.

Idlib, hundreds of pro-
testers are seen carrying
torches and singing songs
lauding “national unity
fireworks light the night
sky.

In Aleppo, a protester
held up a sign that said:
“Long live free Syria.”

A YouTube video shot in
Zabadani near Damascus,
shows hundreds of people
dancing around a Christ-
mas tree and chanting:
“The people demand the

without Al Assad and pro-
regime militias accused of
brutal attacks on demon-
strators.

On Sunday, dozens of
protesters demonstrated
in the Idlib village of Al
Tah, according to a video
circulated by Observatory
which also showed signs
with messages critical of
the Arab League observer
mission.

“The watchers are with
Bashar. They don't say the

ise of a free Syria,” the LCC
said after more than nine
months of anti-regime pro-
tests and a lethal regime
crackdown on dissent that

has killed thousands of

peaple.

Hail of bullets

According to the LCC a
total of 5,862 people were
killed in the crackdown on
dissent across Syria last
year, including “321 male
children, 74 female chil-

M ——
AL ASSAD TIES

MAKHLOUF
DENIED VISA

Geneva The Swiss supreme
court has rejected a demand
by a cousin of Syrian President
Bashar Al Assad to visit his
lawyer in Switzerland.

Hafez Makhlouf had petitioned
Switzerland's Federal Tribunal
to grant him a visa so he could
discuss with his lawyer how to
overturn international sanctions
imposed against him.

The 40-year-old army colonel
heads the Damascus branch
of Syria's General Intelligence
Directorate.

European Union sanctions
against Makhlouf say heiis close
to Al Assad's younger brother
Maher, believed to be leading
the crackdown against regime
opponents.

— AFP

old boy was killed by gun
fire in his father’s car wher
it came under a hail of bul
lets, the Britain-based Ob-
servatory said.

Three other civilians
were killed by gunfire fron
regime forces on Saturday
two of them by snipers i
the flashpoint province o
Homs, the watchdog ob-
served

Activists have accusec
the regime of posting snip-
ers on rooftops as part o
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L eague panel advises
monitors to quit Syria

Says Damascus exploiting Arab cover

AMMAN — An Arab League advi-
sory body called for the immedi-
ate withdrawal of Arab monitors
from Syria, where eight more
people were reported killed on
Sunday, saying their mission was
allowing Damascus to cover up
unabated violence and abuses.

President Bashar Al Assad’s
forces, keen to prevent huge
public protests under the moni-
tors’ eyes, have killed at least 286
people since the mission began
on December 23, according to lo-
cal coordination committees who
tally casualties.

Some of Sunday’s eight deaths
occurred when security forces
fired on protesters in the Damas-
cus suburb of Daria, they said.

The observer mission has al-
ready stirred controversy for its
lack of numbers and comments
by its Sudanese leader, General
Mohammed Al Dabi, suggesting
he was reassured by first impres-
sions of Homs, one of the main
centres of unrest.

The Arab Parliament, an
88-member advisory commit-
tee of delegates from each of the
League’s member states, said the
violence was continuing to claim
many victims. “For this to happen
in the presence of Arab monitors
has roused the anger of Arab peo-
ple and negates the purpose of
sending a fact-finding mission,”
the organisation’s chairman, Ali
Al Salem Al Dekbas, said.

“This is giving the Syrian re-
gime an Arab cover for continu-
ing its inhumane actions under
the eyes and ears of the Arab
League,” he said.

The monitors are supposed to
check Syria’s compliance with an
Arab League plan that calls for a
verifiable withdrawal of troops
and heavy weaponry from towns
and cities, the release of thou-

ASSAD’S COUSIN
DENIED VISA

GENEVA — A cousin of Syria’s
President Bashar Assad has
lost his legal bid to get a visa
for Switzerland, where he
wanted to meet a lawyer to
challenge international sanc-
tions imposed against him.
Switzerland’s Supreme Court
rejected Hafez Makhlouf’s
request, saying the army colo-
nel could use other means
— like a telephone — to speak
with his Swiss lawyer. — AP

sands of detainees and a dialogue
with opposition groups.

Arab League Secretary-Gener-
al Nabil Elaraby had said it should
take only a week to see if Assad
was keeping his word.

“The presence of monitors has
not affected the behaviour of the
regime with hundreds killed and
no let-up,” said Rima Fleihan,
from the opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council.

The Arab Parliament was the
first body to recommend freez-
ing Syria’s League membership in
protest at the bloodshed.

Arab monitors visiting Deraa, a
southern town viewed as the cra-
dle of the nine-month-old revolt,
went to the home of Sheikh Ah-
mad Hayasneh, elderly imam of
the Omari mosque where the first
big protests against Assad’s 11
years in power erupted in March.

It was unclear if the monitors
met Hayasneh, who residents say
has been under house arrest for at
least five months for his role in the
movement to rid Syria of decades
of Baathist rule. — Reuters

>SEEEDIT & PAGE 6

Revue de presse Syrie / Voltairenet.org / Syria Press Review



Lundi 2 janvier 2012, #21, p. 21 / Monday, January 2, 2012, #21, p. 21

The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Lebanese and Syrian activists hold a candle light vigil in Beirut in mourning of Syrians killed since
the uprising against President Bashar Assad regime began in March. — AP

League split over
Syria snipers claim

Rights activists urge monitors to do more

NICOSIA — Arab League officials
monitoring violence in Syria ap-
pear to be in conflict over whether
government snipers are perched
on rooftops in the southern flash-
point city of Daraa.

In a video released by the
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a man wearing an orange
vest with the Arab League logo
said in Daraa: “There are snip-
ers; we have seen them with our
own eyes.”

“We ask the authorities to re-
move them immediately; if they
don’t remove them within 24
hours there will be other mea-
sures,” the unnamed speaker in
the video, which was dated on Fri-
day, told a crowd of people.

“Otherwise our coming here is
for nothing,” he added.

Veteran Sudanese military intel-

ligence officer General Moham-
med Ahmed Mustafa Al Dabi, who
is heading the observer mission,
said however that the official seen
in the video was making a hypo-
thetical remark.

“This man said that if he saw —
by his own eyes — those snipers he
willreportimmediately,” Dabi told
the BBC’s Newshour programme.
“But he didn’t see (snipers).”

A first team of 50 observers
arrived on Monday as part of an
Arab plan endorsed by Syria on
November 2, which calls for the
withdrawal of the military from
towns and residential districts, a
halt to violence against civilians
and the release of detainees.

The Arab League mission has
been the focus of controversy, with
some Syrian opposition members
unhappy with the choice of Dabi

to head it. For some the general is
a controversial figure because he
served under Sudan’s President
Omar Al Bashir who is wanted by
the International Criminal Court
for crimes allegedly committed in
the Darfur region.

The general ruffled opposition
feathers by saying Syrian authori-
ties were so far cooperating with
the mission and by describing his
visit to the flashpoint city of Homs
as “good.”

Rights activists have urged the
Arab monitors to do more to pro-
tect civilians from regime forces.

The Britain-based Observatory
reported that Syrian forces on Fri-
day used “nail bombs” to disperse
anti-regime rallies, and fired live
ammunition, tear gas and stun
grenades at tens of thousands of
pro-democracy protesters. — AFP
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Arab League’s monitors
asked to leave Syria

=> Syria, from page a1l

Activists say more than 150 peo-
ple have been killed across the
country since the observers be-
gan their one-month mission last
Tuesday.

The Arab League plan demands
the government remove its securi-
ty forces and heavy weapons from
cities, start talks with the opposi-
tion, free political prisoners and
allow human-rights workers and
journalists into the country.

The Arab League created the Arab
Parliament, which is made up
of lawmakers and advisers from
states around the Middle East.

Its recommendations are non-
binding.

While the Arab Parliament has lit-
tle sway on Damascus or the Arab
League, Mr Al Deqgbasi’s remarks
about the observer mission rep-
resent growing concern about the
monitors’ ability to deter Mr Al
Assad’s regime from killing pro-

Ali Salem Al Degbasi Kun

testers. The continuing violence
in Syria and questions about the
human-rights record of the head
of the Arab League monitors, Su-
danese Lt Gen Mohamed Ahmed
Mustafa Al Dabi, are reinforcing
the opposition’s view that Syria’s
limited cooperation with the ob-
servers is merely a ploy by the gov-
ernment to buy time and forestall
more international condemnation
and sanctions.

The Syrian opposition has called
for the removal of Gen Al Dabi, a
long-time loyalist of the Sudanese
president, Omar Al Bashir, who is
wanted on an international arrest
warrant on charges of genocide in
the Darfur region.

Gen Al Dabi has infuriated some
observers by suggesting he was
reassured by first impressions of
Homs, one of the main centres of
unrest.

An Arab League official, com-
menting on the parliament’s state-
ment, said it was too early to judge
the mission’s success, saying it
was scheduled to remain in Syria
for a month and that more moni-
tors were on their way.

The parliament called on the
League’s secretary-general, Nabil
Elaraby, to convene a meeting of
Arab foreign ministers to adopt
a resolution to withdraw the mis-
sion immediately.

The continued abuse and killing
of innocent Syrian civilians was
a “blatant violation to the Arab
League’s protocol”, Mr Al Deqbasi
said.

Syria’s state news agency, Sana,
said there had been “massive dem-
onstrations” throughout Syria on
Friday in support of Mr Al Assad,
and denouncing “the plot which
Syria is exposed to”.

It said demonstrators had de-
nounced “the pressure and biased
campaigns targeting Syria’s secu-
rity and stability” and the “lies and

fabrications of the misleading me-
diachannels”.

Syrian authorities have accused
foreign powers of arming and
funding “terrorists” in the country
and have said that 2,000 of the gov-
ernment’s soldiers and police have
been killed.

Hundreds of soldiers have desert-
ed and joined the uprising against
Mr Al Assad, taking what began as
a peaceful protest movement close
to civilwar.

The violence has forced thou-
sands of people from their homes,
some fleeing to neighbouring Leb-
anon.

The Arab League has imposed
economic sanctions on Syria, stop-
ping trade, dealings with its cen-
tral bank and halting government-
funded projects in the country.

The Swiss supreme court has re-
jected a demand by a cousin of Mr
Al Assad to visit his lawyer in Swit-
zerland.

Hafez Makhlouf had petitioned
Switzerland’s Federal Tribunal to
grant him a visa so he could dis-
cuss with his lawyer how to over-
turn international sanctions im-
posed against him.

The verdict published on Thurs-
daywas reported yesterday by Swit-
zerland’s NZZ am Sonntag newspa-
per.

The 40-year-old army colonel
heads the Damascus branch of
Syria’s General Intelligence Direc-
torate.

European Union sanctions
against Col Makhlouf say he is
close to Mr Al Assad’s younger
brother Maher, believed to belead-
ing the crackdown against regime
opponents.

Last week, Switzerland said it
had frozen 50 million Swiss francs
(Dh194.5m) linked to senior re-
gime officials.

% Associated Press and Reuters
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

-

Arab eague observers speak to each other in Idlib
as Syrian security forces continue to kill protesters.

Arab body says
observers should
quit Syria promptly

An Arab League advisory body called on Sun-

day for the immediate withdrawal of the orga-
nization’s monitoring mission in Syria, saying it was
allowing Damascus to cover up continued violence
and abuses. The Arab League has sent a small team
to Syria to check whether President Bashar al-Assad
is keeping his promise to end a crackdown on a
nine-month uprising against his rule.

The observer mission has already stitred con-
troversy. Rights groups have reported continued
deaths in clashes and tens of thousands of protesters
have taken to the streets to show the observers the
extent of their anger. The Sudanese head of the mis-
sion also infuriated some observers by suggesting he
was reassured by first impressions of Homs, one of
the main centers of unrest. The Arab Parliament. an
88-member advisory committee of delegates from
each of the League’s member states, on Sunday said
the violence was continuing to claim many victims.
“For this to happen in the presence of Arab monitors
has roused the anger of Arab people and negates the
purpose of sending a fact-finding mission,” the or-
ganization’s chairman Ali al-Salem al-Dekbas said.

“This is giving the Syrian regime an Arab cover
for continuing its inhumane actions under the eyes
and ears of the Arab League,” he said. The Arab Par-
liament was the first body to recomumend freezing
Syria’s membership in the organization in response
to Assad’s crackdown. An Arab League official,
comumenting on the parliament’s statement, told
Reuters it was too early to judge the mission’s suc-
cess, saying it was scheduled to remain in Syria for
amonth and that more monitors were on their way.
The parliament called on the League’s Secretary-
General Nabil Elaraby to convene a meeting of Arab
foreign ministers to adopt a resolution to withdraw
the mission immediately.

The continued abuse and killing of innocent
Syrian civilians was a “blatant violation to the
Arab League’s protocol,” Dekbas said. Syria’s
state news agency SANA said there had been
“massive demonstrations” throughout Syria on
Friday in support of Assad, and denouncing “the
plot which Syria is exposed to.” It said demon-
strators had denounced “the pressure and biased
campaigns targeting Syria’s security and stability”
and the “lies and fabrications of the misleading
media channels.” Syrian authorities have accused
foreign powers of arming and funding “terror-
ists” in the country and say 2,000 of the govern-
ment’s soldiers and police have been killed.

Plan for post-Assad future

On Saturday, two leading Syrian opposition parties
have agreed a road map to democracy should a pop-
ular uprising succeed in toppling Assad, according to
acopy of the document seen by Reuters.

Hundreds of thousands had taken to the
streets across Svria on Friday, aiming to dem-
onstrate the strength of their movement to Arab
League monitors checking whether Assad is im-
plementing a pledge to halt a violent crackdown
on unrest that has been raging since March. The
British-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said security forces had shot dead 27 people
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