La Liga Arabe se debate entre la
realidad comprobada en el
terreno y la ficcion de la
propaganda

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #22
Martes 3 de enero de 2012

La prensa atlantista y la del Golfo siguen la polémica que se desarrolla en la Liga
Arabe sobre la labor de sus observadores. Unos afirman que los observadores no han
cumplido su mision ya que se mantiene el derramamiento de sangre, aunque lo cierto
es que la mision de los observadores no era restablecer la paz sino observar e
informar sobre los hechos en el terreno. Otros estiman, por el contrario, que los
observadores si han cumplido su mision ya que no se han visto huellas de represion
en los lugares visitados, incluyendo la ciudad de Homs.

Esta segunda manera de presentar las cosas corresponde es sobre todo la que
desarrolla la prensa de los emiratos. Su objetivo es poner punto final al psicodrama
sin dar respuesta a la pregunta que se impone: si los observadores confirman que no
han encontrado indicios de represion, /existio entonces tal represion? Que el
gobierno de al-Assad haya retirado de Homs sus tropas y tanques antes de la llegada
de los observadores es algo que cabe dentro de lo posible. Lo que si es imposible es
que lograra rellenar y hacer desaparecer las trincheras que supuestamente rodeaban
esa ciudad, o que haya logrado reconstruir en una noche las casas que —segun se
dijo— habian sido bombardeadas durante dias o simplemente arrasadas.

* En el diario francés Le Figaro, Sahman Shaikh, de la Brookings Institution, propone
convencer a los dirigentes rusos de que renuncien a sus intereses estratégicos en Siria
a cambio de compensaciones econémicas.

* El ministro israeli de Defensa, Ehud Barak, pronostico ante la Comision de
Relaciones Exteriores del parlamento de Israel la caida inminente de Bachar al-Assad.
El Jerusalem Post informa que Barak también hablé de la posible diseminacion por
toda la region de las armas quimicas sirias, si cae el régimen, y dijo que Israel no
cuenta con suficientes medios para enfrentar ataques quimicos.
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Le Monde (France)

En Syrie, la mission
de la Ligue arabe
est contestee

Les deux principales coalitions de 'opposition
se rapprochent alors que la répression se poursuit

apoursuite, voire l'intensifica-

tion, de la répression en Syrie,

malgré la présence des obser-
vateurs de la Ligue arabe pose de
plus en plus la question du bien-
fondé de cette mission. Dimanche
1" janvier, Salem Al-Digbassi, prési-
dent du Parlement arabe, un orga-
nisme purement consultatif ratta-
ché a la Ligue, a appelé au « retrait
immeédiat des observateurs arabes,
le régime syrien continuant a tuer
des civils innocents». Les agisse-
ments du régime « sont une viola-
tion daire du protocole arabe qui
prévoit de protéger le peuple
syrien», a-t-il dénoncé. « Nous assis-
tons a une escalade de la violence,
davantage de personnes sont tuées,
y compris des enfants et tout cela
en présence des observateurs. »

Au terme du protocole de sortie
de crise signé parl'instance panara-
be et le gouvernement syrien,
Damas s'est engagé a retirer l'ar-
meée des villes, alaisser les manifes-
tations pacifiques se dérouler ainsi
qu'a libérer les prisonniers arrétés
depuis le début du soulévement, le
15mars 201L Or, depuis l'arrivée
des premiers observateurs arabes,
lundi 26 décembre 2011 quelque
150 Syriens ont été tués par les for-
ces de sécurité, selon un décompte
tenu par les coordinations locales
de la révolution et les militants des
droits de 'homme.

Les autorités ont, elles, annoncé
la libération de 755détenus
«n’ayant pas de sang syrien surles
mains»; cest trés loin des
14000 prisonniers dont I'opposi-
tion demande 'élargissement.

Enoutre, ['organisation de défen-
se des droits de 'homme Human
Rights Watch a accusé le 27décem-
bre 2011 les autorités syriennes
d'avoirdéplacé nombre de détenus
vers des sites militaires interdits
d'acces aux observateurs.

Une soixantaine d'observateurs
arabes se sont déployés en Syrie
depuislasemaine derniére. Unnou-

veau groupeest attendu jeudi. Ater-
me, ils doivent étre 500. Cette mis-
sion, bien trop réduite pour couvrir
I'ensemble du territoire et dépour-
vue de tout mandat de protection
des civils, a suscité, dés le début, de
vives critiques dans les rangs de
I'opposition syrienne, notamment
a cause du profil de son chef, le
général soudanais Moustapha
Al-Dabi, ancien responsable duren-
seignement militaire et impliqué
dans la répression au Darfour.

Ce dernier avait choquéles habi-
tantsde lavillemartyred' Homsen
déclarant, au lendemain de sa visi-
te, le 27décembre, n'y avoir vu
«riend'effrayant ».

Manifestations en masse

L'opposition syrienne semble
avoir décidé d'exploiter la présen-
ce delamission au maximum afin
de mettre le régime du président
Bachar Al-Assad en porte-a-faux.
Elle a incité les Syriens a manifes-
teren masse, ce qu'ils ont fait ven-
dredi3o et samedi 31décembre
20114, essentiellement dans les vil-
les et quartiers déja opposés au
régime. Quelque 100000 person-
nes se sont ainsi rassemblées a
Douma, vendredi, suscitant une
violenteréactiondes forcesdel'or-
dre, qui auraient usé de bombes a
clous pour disperser la foule.

Par ailleurs, 'Armée syrienne
libre, composée de déserteurs, a
annoncé lasuspensionde sesopéra-
tions le 30 décembre 2011 en gage
debonne volonté.

Enfin, les deux principales coali-
tions de l'opposition syrienne, le
Conseil national syrien et le Comi-
té de coordination pour le change-
ment démocratique, ont signé un
document d'entente, comme le
demandait la Ligue arabe, faisant—
provisoirement? — taire leurs
divergences sur la délicate ques-
tion de l'appel a une intervention
étrangere, finalement écartée.m

CHRISTOPHE AYAD
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La Ligue arabe vise les snipers
syriens

Les chancelleries occidentales

pressent les observateurs
de mener a bien leur mission.

ALAN BARLUET

PROCHE-ORIENT Divisée sur la mission
de ses observateurs en Syrie, la Ligue
arabe s'efforce de conjurer le spectre de
son échec et de rétablir sa crédibilite, Cet
effort a pris hier 1a voix du secrétaire gé
néral de I'organisation panarabe, Nabil
al-Arabi, lequel a admis qu'il y avait tou-
Jours des tirs et des tirewrs embusqués
dans les villes rebelles de Syrie, en depit
de la présence sur le terrain d'une
soixantaine d'observateurs arabes. « [l
faut un arrét total des tirs », a-t-il décla-
re, en fondant son constat sur les « der-
niers rapports » recus par téléephone des
observateurs sur place.

Pour le secrétaire général
de la Ligue arabe,

il faut donner I'occasion
aux observateurs

de faire leurs preuves

Cette fermete de ton & encontre de
Damas dissone nettement avee les décla-
rations faites samedi par le chef de la mis-
sion des observateurs de la Ligue, le trés
conteste general soudanais Mohammed
al-Dhabi. Celui-ci avait en effet récuse les
constatations d'un de ses observateurs
qui disait avoir vu des snipers de ses
« propres veux ». Le président du Parle-
ment arabe, I'instance consultative de la
Ligue, ctait ensuite monte au créneau
pour demander le « retrait immediat » de
Ia mission en Syrie. Hier toutefois, le pa-
tron de la Ligue arabe a pris soin de ne pas
en rajouter, prenant méme la défense du
general soudanais. « Clest, a n'en pas

douter, un chef militaire respectable et
I'enregistrement (de ses propos) que j'ai pu
consulter ne comprend rien qui puisse l'in
criminer », a dit Nabil al-Arabi. Selon lui,
I'armeée svrienne se serait retirde des vil-
les pour se redéplover dans les faubourgs.
« [y a des échanges de coups de feuen plu-
sieurs endroits, ce qui rend difficile de dire
qui tire swr gui », a-1-il ajouté en « invi-
tant » le gouvernemen!t syrien a « hono-
rer pleinement tous ses engagements ».
Pour le secrétaire général de Ia Ligue ara-
be, il faut « donner l'oceasion » aux ob-
servatenrs, dont ke nombre doit étre porté
a 300, de faire leurs preuves. Nabil al-
Arabi n"avait toutefois pas caché qu'une
semaine serait suffisante pour se faire une
idee. Cette échéance tombe aujourd hui.

Le rapport des observateurs est donc
attendu avec une grande impatience par
les chancelleries occidentales. Car si les
chances de succes de la mission arabe
n'y suscitent guére d'illusions excessi
ves, la Ligue est percue comme incon-
tournable ¢t cela d’autant plus que les
pistes alternatives restent embryonnai
res. « Nous soutenons la Ligue arabe qui
est un acteur majeur », souligne-on a
Paris. Et cela, « méme s'il v a des doutes
sur le chef des observateurs, méme s'il va
des risques de manceuvres et d'instru-
mentalisation » de la part des autorités
syriennes.

PasdeplanB

Par ailleurs, les importantes manifesta-
tions de la semaine derniere, alors que
les observateurs etaient sur place, de
meme que les quelques entretiens isolés
qu'ils ont pu avoir avec des opposants,
sont considéres comme des signes posi-
tifs. « Ne nous précipitons pas, attendons
le rapport de la Ligue arabe, en espérant

Des

cachent leur visage pour se protéger des gaz

lacrymogenes mvoyt‘; par Farmée a Idiib, en Syrie, le 30 décembre dernier, rruTERs

qu'il arrive tres vite », reléve un diplo-
mate. A ce stade, on ne distingue pas de
plan B derriere cette expectative.
L'équation syrienne est percue par les
diplomates comme complexe et poten-
tiellement explosive pour la réegion. Une
guerre civile n'est pas exclue, souligne-
t-on encore. Le régime du president Ba-
char el-Assad est jugé « dans la serin

gue » - mais quand tombera-t-il ? - et le
role de la Ligue arabe est considere com-
me essentiel pour ne pas constituer un
front occidental « gui nous menerait droit

dans le mur ». Par ailleurs, 1'opposition
syrienne reste divisee. Les espoirs se re-
portent sur PONU et notamiment les ins-
tances tel le Conseil des droits de I'hom-
me ol un veto russe ou chinois n’est pas
a craindre. Car, au Conseil de securite, le
projet de résolution proposé avant Noél
par la Russie est toujours considére com-
me tres déséquilibré par les Occiden
tanx. Moscou se refuse a évoquer un em-
bargo sur les armes et se focalise toujours
sur les violences perpetrées par les op-
posants, |
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)

Syrié haalt zijn tanks weg uit de steden

BRUSSEL @ Het bewind in Syrié heeft zijn
tanks teruggetrokken uit de stadscentra
en ongeveer 3.500 gevangenen vrijgela-
ten. Dat heeft het hoofd van de Arabische
Liga, Nabil Elaraby, laten weten. Maar vol-
gens hem blijven sluipschutters een
gevaar voor de burgerbevolking.

Tientallen waarnemers van de Ara-
bische Liga zijn in Syrié om toe te zien op
de naleving van een vredesplan. Tot frus-
tratie van de betogers zijn zij er niet in
geslaagd een einde te maken aan het
bloedvergieten. Volgens Syrische activis-
ten zijn sinds de komst van de waarne-
mers, vorige week, 390 mensen gedood
door Syrische troepen.

Elaraby riep op tot een ‘volledig staakt-
het-vuren’. Op een persconferentie in
Cairo erkende hij dat het moorden in
Syrié doorgaat. “Er wordt nog geschoten
en er zijn nog sluipschutters.” Hij zei dat
de missie van de Arabische Liga niet is
volbracht voordat zij erin is geslaagd de

Syrische burgers te beschermen.

Het Syrische leger heeft zijn tanks en
artillerie weggehaald uit de centra van
de steden en uit woonwijken, aldus
Elaraby. Dit werd bevestigd door de
oppositiegroep Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights. “Maar ze kunnen de
tanks zo weer terugbrengen en inzet-
ten”, aldus een woordvoerder van deze
organisatie.

Volgens het vredesplan van de Ara-
bische Liga moet het regime van presi-
dent Assad het leger en alle zware
wapens terughalen uit de steden, onder-
handelingen beginnen met de oppositie,
politieke gevangenen vrijlaten en jour-
nalisten toelaten tot het land.

Elarabyzeidat hetbewind de afgelopen
week 3.484 gevangenen heeft vrijgelaten.
Of de Arabische Liga dit aantal heeft kun-
nen bevestigen en wanneer de gedeti-
neerden zijn vrijgekomen, bleef ondui-
delijk. cviy
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ACTIVISTEN

N SYRIE Z

De Standaard (Belgique / Belgium)

VERTROL

JWEN IN WAAR
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\RABISC

JHE LIGA KWIJT

De tanks zljn weg,
de scherpschutters
blijven schieten

Volgens de omstreden waarnemersmissie

van de Arabische

Liga heeft het Syrische regime zijn tanks en artillerie nit de
opstandige steden teruggetrokken. Zijn sluipschutters
daarentegen nog niet, zodat het dodental blijft stijgen.

INZE MIDDEN-QOST
RES PONDERN

JORN DE COCK

BRUSSEL | De secretaris-gene-
raal van de Arabische Liga, Nabil
al-Arabi, had gisteren op een
persconferentie in Cairo goed en
slecht nieuws te melden over de
situatie in Syrié. In woelige ste-
den als Homs en Hama hebben
Syrische legertanks en artillerie
zich ‘teruggetrokken naar de bui-
tenwijken’
Maar, zel hij ook, ‘ja, er wordt nog
altijd geschoten en ja, er zijn nog
altijd scherpschutters. Ja, het do
den gaat nog altijd verder. Ons
objectiefis dat we op een ochtend
wakker worden en horen dat er
niemand s gedood. De filosofie
van onze missie is burgers te be
schermen, dus zolang er burgers
worden gedood. is onze missie
niet afgewerkt. Er moet een com-
pleet staakt-het-vuren Komen', al
dus Al-Arabi
Het Syrische regime zou in de
voorbije dagen ook 3.484 gevan-
zenen hebben vrijgelaten — al
blijft het net zoals bij eerdeream
nestiemaatregelen onduidelijk of
h("n_L'.hll'.llll.‘_’t"v\'l‘l]L‘ criminelen of
om politieke gevangenen. Ook
dan blijven er nog minstens tien-
duizend Svrische opposanten in
de cel, terwijl mensenrechtenor-
ganisaties als Huwman Rights

Wateh stellen dat gearresteerde
activisten mit gewone gev .1|'|,.',l'lli.'v-
sen zijn overgebracht naar mili
taire bases. Daar hebben de aan-
wezige waarnemers van de Arabi-
sche Liga geen toegang.

De waarnemingsmissie van de
Arabische Liga, dic officicel be
gon op 26 december, blijft daar-
mee erg omstreden. ‘Aanvanke-
1K hoopten we nog dat de waar-
nemers echte druk zouden Kun
nen uitoefenen op het regime’,
vertelt een Syrische activist via de
telefoon aan De Standaard. ‘Maar
niet alle waarnemers lijken goed
te begrijpen wat er hier aan de
hand is, of ze stazn aan de kant
van het regime. Het resultaat is
hetzelfde: als wij gaan betogen,
worden we onder vuur genomen,

Een beetje ‘messy’

Probleem nummer één van de
waarnemingsmissie is haar lei
der, de Sudanese genernal Mo
hammed al Dabi. De man is zelf
geen onbeschreven blad: hij leid-
dede militaire inlichtingendienst
vin Sudan in de jaren negentig,
en wordt ervan beschuldigd de
Janjaweed-milities te hebben ge-
creéerd die in de provincie Dar-
four honderdduizenden slachtof-
fers maakten

Vorige week zei Al Dabi na een be-
zoek aan de opstandige Syrische

stad Homs dat die wel een heetje
maar dat hi) ‘niets
angstaanjagends’ had gezien. Op
videobeelden van andere waarne-
mers in Homs was die dag dulde-
1k zwaar geweervuur te horen.
Dit weekeinde wou Al Dabi ook
een van zijn missieleden corrige
ren die bij een bezoek aan de zui-
delijke stad Deraa sluipschutters
had gesignaleerd op de daken
< Al Dabi ging dat om een
l\.puxh-_“

eSSy Was

Tussentijds rapport

Andere waarnemers namen zelf

het initiatief om naar de Arabi
sche satellietzender Al Jazeera te
bellen en te 2 n dat de missie
‘geen zin’ had, Zondag stelde het
‘Arabische parlement een advies
orgaan van de Arabische Liga, dat
de waarnemers beter 2
konden worden teruggetrokken.
Met zijn persconferentie van gi
teren probeerde secretaris g
raal Nabil al-Arabi duidelijk die
kritiek te pareren.

Eind deze week zou een eerste
tussentijds rapport van de waar-
nemingsmissie moeten worden
vrljgegeven. Intussen heeft de Li-
ga beloofd dat er snel twintig bij-
komende missieleden worden
uitgestuurd: met 66 waarnemers,
in een land met 25 miljoen inwo-
ners, heeft de Liga voorlopig een

‘Zolang er burgers
worden gedood,
is onze missie
niet afgewer

NAB ILn_HwAB

erg beperkt beeld van wat er ge-
beurt in Syrié. Het regime pro-
beert daarvan duidelijk misbruik
te maken,

Sinds het begin van de waarne-
mingsmissie, anderhalve week
geleden, zijn in Syrié alweer min-
stens tweehonderd doden geval
len. Toen betogers zondag de Ara
bische waarnemers probeerden
te spreken bij hun bezoek aan Da-
rava, een buitenwijk van de
hoofdstad Damascus, werden ze
volgens plaatselijke activisten
door het leger begroet met ‘traan-
gas, kogels en brutale aanvallen
Het totale dodental van negen
maanden volksopstand tegen het
regime van president Bashar al
Assad staat rond de zesduizend
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Vernichtende
Bilanz

Die Beobachtermission
in Syrien steht in der Kritik

Von Rainer Hermann

ABU DHABI, 2. Januar. Fir die erste
Gruppe von Beobachtern der Arabi-
schen Liga ist die Mission in Syrien
nach zehn Tagen beendet. Sie traf am
Montag in Kairo ein. Eine Stellungnah-
me wollte Samir Saif al Yazal, der stell-
vertretende Generalsekretar der Liga,
zu dem, was er vor allem in Damaskus
gesehen und gehdrt hatte, aber nicht
abgeben. Dabei hatte Nabil al Arabi,
der Generalsekretdr der Liga, vor der
Abmise der ersten Beobachter am 23.
Dezember noch gesagt, eine Woche rei-
che, um zu sehen, ob das syrische Re-
gime sein Wort halte und den Friedens-
plan der Liga in die Tat umsetze. Das
mit eigenen Augen zu {iberprofen war
die Aufgabe der Beobachtermission.
Ein Sprecher der Arabischen Liga sag-
e in Kairo, es sei doch noch zu frith,
Uber die Mission zu urteilen. Sie sei ja
auf einen Monat angesetzt.

Dabei sind die Fakten schon heute
bekannt Allein in den ketzten fonf Ta-
gen sind in Syrien mindestens 150
Menschen durch Sicherheitskrifte ge-
tiet worden, seit dem 23. Dezember
gabes mehr als 286 Tote. Die Beobach-
ter haben mit ihrer Anwesenheit dem
Toten also kein Ende gesetzt. Noch im-
mer sind aber 60 arabische Beobachter
in Syrien. Auch ihr Aufenthalt soll
bald zu Ende sein. Das fordert das Ara-
bische Parlament.ein Organ der Arabi-
schen Liga, in das die Mitgliedstaaten
38 Parlamentsabgeordnete oder ande-
re Vertreter entsenden.

Ihr Vorsitzender, der Kuweiter Ali
Salem Dekbas, ziehteine vernichtende
Bilanz der Beobachtermission. Ihre
Anwesenheit lenke von den _flagran-
ten Verbrechen“ des syrischen Re-
gimes und dem fortgesetzten Toten Un-
schuldiger ab, sagte er in Kairo. Daher
wimr es besser, sie umgehend abzwzie-
hen. Die Empfehlungen des Arabi-
schen Parlaments sind for die Liga in-
des nicht bindend. Es war aber das ers-
te Organ in der Arabischen Liga, das
vor Monaten das Einfrieren von Sy-
riens Mitgliedschaft in der Arabischen
Liga empfohlen hatte, was dann auch
geschah.

Nun hat das Arabische Parlament
Generalsekretdr Nabi al Arabi aufge-
fordert, ein Treffen der AuBenminister
amzusetzen, die den sofortigen Abzug
der Beobachter beschlieBen sollen.
Denn das fortgesetzte Toten unter den
Augen der Beobachter habe in der gan-
zen arabischen Welt Zorn hervorgeru-
fen, und das stelle den Auftrag dochin
Frage. sagt Dekbas. Auch der oEosio
tionelle Syrische Nationalrat bilan-
ziert trocken, dass die Anwesenheit
der Beobachter das Verhalien des Re-
gimes nicht beeinflusse.
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Erkannt haben die Abgeordneten
des Arabischen Parlaments, dass es
mit der Glaubwiirdigkeit der Beobach-
ter reichlich schlecht bestellt ist. Das
hingt zu einem groBen Teil mit dem
Chef der Beobachter zusammen, dem
froheren sudanesischen Militdrge heim-
dienstchef Muhammad al Dabbi. Wih-
rend der Internationale Strafgerichts-
hof in Den Haag Dabbi wegen Verbre-
chen gegen die Menschlichkeit in Dar-
fur mit einem Haftbefehl suchen ldsst,
deckt dieser die Verbrechen des syri-
schen Staatspriisidenten Baschar al As-
sad. Der ebenfalls wegen Verbrechen
gegen die Menschlichkeit mit interna-
tionalem Haftbefehl gesuchte sudanesi-
sche Prasident Omar al Baschir hatte
Dabbi vorgeschlagen, und Assad hatte
seine Zustimmung zu der Beobachter-
mission davon abgiingig gemacht, dass
Dabbi diese anfihre.

Videos, die der Nachrichtensender
Al Arabija ausstrahlte zeigten ihn, wie
er in den vergangenen Tagen reichlich
desinteressiert den Klagen der Zivilbe-
volkerung zuhdrie, etwa im Stadtvier-
tel Baba Amr in Homs, einer Hochburg
der Proteste. Die Mitglieder seiner
Gruppe, die sich vor allem um Homs
und Hama kiimmern sollten, streiften
dann aber allmahlich ihre Scheu ab
und gaben selbst Stellungnahmen ab.

Viel gesehen haben sie offenbar
nicht. Denn in Hama trugen die De-
monstranten Spruchbinder, auf denen
steht:  Beobachter sind wie Geister,
wir haben sie in Hama nicht gesehen.*
Ein Video zeigt indes, wie in Baba
Amr ein Beobachter Augenzeuge von
Gewaltibergriffen der Sicherheitskraf-
e wird und er umgehend mit seinem
Handy staatliche Behérden anruft und
sie auffordert, die Gewalt eirzustellen.
Ein anderer Beobachter sagte in einem
von einem Amateur aufgenommenen
Video, er habe mit eigenen Augen in
Daraa Heckenschitzen gesehen. Dab-
bi entgegnete dem, sein Kollege habe
nur hypothetisch gesprochen. also von
dem Fall, dass er welche sehe wirde.

In den meisten arabischen Medien
kommt die Beobachtermission nicht
gut weg. Syrien brauche keine Delega-
tionen und keine Beobachter, sondern
einen ernsthaften Versuch, de To-
tungsmaschinerie des Regimes zu stop-

n, kommentiert die panarabische

itung Al Sharq al Awsat“. Wer zu
diesen Verbrechen schweige, werde zu
einem Komplizen, schrieb der Kom-
mentator weiter. Die Fakten seien ja
auch ohne die Beobachter bekannt.
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Mission in
Syrien spaltet
Arabische Liga

Beobachter sehen Riidkzug
des Militars aus Stadten

Erstmals sait Beginn ihrer Beobad-
termissionhat die Arabische Liga offi-
ziell einger3umt, dass die syrischen
Sicherheitskrafte weiter auf mutmag-

sc!mzrdcruga.Nah‘lal—Aﬂm.gcs
temn vor der Presse in Kairo. Erbetonte
aber, die Mission, die in der vergange-
nen Woche begonnen hatte, sei nicht
ganzlich erfolglos. .Esgibt keine mili-
tansche Prasenz mehrin den Stadten
und Wohnvierteln, in (der Protest-

Homs and dic Menschen

itteln

dass s Organisation gespalten
Igrp::Algums;ngndnSndmwﬁ

sowie Tunes en und Libyen sind dage-
gen der Meinung, dass sich das Mor-
denin Syrien nur durch @ninternatio-
nales Eingreifen unter dem Dach der
Vereinten Natonen beenden Lisst.
Die Beobachter sollen die Umset-
zung eines von der Arabischen Liga
vermittelteten Friedensplans dberwa-
chen. Er sicht unter anderem den
Riidzug der Soldaten aus den Wohn-
gebieten des Landes vor. Doch das
Regimevon Bascharal-Assad, dasden
Arabem nur Zugang gewahrt hatte,
weil es eine Resolution des Uno-Si-
cherheltsrates befarchtete, spielt mit
der Delegation Katz und Maus. Und
die Gewalt halt an. Gestern wurden
laut Aktivisten 16 Menschen getstet.
Auch die Beobachter selbst sind
von uns wurden bedrohit®, zitiert die
sndische  Zotmg  .al-Kktissadija®
einen. Andere zeigten sidh verzwei-
fdt*, weil der Chef der Mission, Mus-
tafa al-Dabi, positive Auerungen zur
angeblichen Kooperationsbereit-
schaft des Regimes mache. die wilig

die Mission im Grundsatz Die Anwe-
senheit der Beobachter ist sehr widh-
tig, anch wenn wir Vorbchalte gegen
einige von ihnen haben®, sagte Ab-
med al-Chatib, ein Sprecher der soge-
nannten Koordinationskomitees. Wir
glaoben zwar micht, dass sie ein voll-
standiges Bild von der Lage haben,
aber wenn sie in ihrem Bencht auch
nur einen leinen Tall der Wahrheit
aufdecken, dann werden wir zufrieden
sein.* Wie es hie€, wurden Namenvon
Durfern und Straflen gea3ndert, um
den Beobachtern vorzugaukeln, sie
hatten die Hochburgen des Aufstands
besacht _Sie haben sein ein Dorf ge-
fidhrt und gesagt, dies sei die Ortschaft
Dana. Doch in Wirklichkeit haben sie
ein Dorf in der Nahe von Dana ge-
2eigt, in dem vor allem regimetrene
Offziere lecben®, soein Sprecher.  pea
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Heckenschitzen
in Syrien

Arabische Beobachter
berichten von SchieBereien

Kairo - Erstmals seit Beginn ihrer Beob-
achtermission in Syrien hat die Arabi-
sche Liga offiziell eingerfiumt, dass die
Sicherheitskrifte von Prasident Assad
weiter auf Regimegegner schieflen.  Ja,
wird noch geschossen, und ja, es gibt
Heckenschiifzen”, sagte der Generalse-
kretarder Liga, Nabil al-Arabi, am Mon-
tag vor der Presse in Kairo. Das hatten
Beobachter telefonisch berichtet. _Das
Schieflen muss vollstandig aufhoren®,
forderte al-Arabi. Es war das erste Mal
seit der Entsendung der Beobachter am
27. Dezember, dass sich al-Arabi selbst
zurLage:uBeﬁe s ist schwer zu sa-
gen, wer auf wen schieBt“. sagte der Ge-
neralsekretar. Die Mission sei jedoch
nicht erfolglos. ,Es gibt keine militin-
sche Prisenz mehr in den Stidten und
Wohnvierteln. In Homs sind die Men-
schen mit Lebensmitteln versorgt wor-
den, Leichen konnten geborgen wer-
den “ Am Montag wurden laut Aktivis-
ten 16 Menschen getotet. Die syrische
Protestbewegung wamnte wvor Tiu-
sch overn des Regimes.

In den vergangenen Tagen hatte es wi-
dersprichliche Aussagen zu Hecken-
schatzen gegeben. Der sudanesische Ge-
neral Mohammed Ahmed Mustafa al-Da-
bi, der die Beobachterdelegation leitet,
bestritt, dass eines seiner Teammitglie-
der die Prasenz von Heckenschatzen be-
statigt habe. Al-Dabi steht aber selbst in
der Kritik, weil er in seiner Heimat far

-Es ist schwer zu sagen,
wer auf wen schieBt”,
sagt Generalsekretar al-Arabi.

willktirliche Vi und Folter
verantwortlich sein soll. Der General soll
der Arabischen Liga ,innerhalb wvon
zwel Tagen® seinen ersten schriftlichen
Bericht gbermitteln, wie der Generalse-
kretar mitteilte. Al-Arabi sagte, dass seit
dem Beginn der Beobachtermission 3484
Haftlinge aus syrischen Gefingnissen
freigelassen worden seien.

Ein Teil der arabischen Beobachter
hatte Syrien am Sonntag verlassen. Eine
neue Gruppe sollte am Dienstag anrei-
sen. Die staatliche Nachrichtenagentur
Sana berichtete iber Besuche der Beob-
achter in Homs sowie den Provinzen 1d-
lib und Daraa. Sie berichtete auberdem
aber die Beerdigung von elf Polizisten,
die von Terroristen getotet worden seien.

Israels Verteidigungsminister Ehud
Barak sagte indes den baldigen Sturz des
syrischen Prasidenten Baschar al-Assad
voraus. Assad und seine Familie wiirden
sich nur noch _einige Wochen® halten
konnen, sagte Barak am Montag. Er hal-
te es far unmoglich vorherzusagen, was
nach einem Sturz Assads in Syrien ge-
schehen werde. Die Schweiz verwel
dem Geheimdienstchef von Damas
Hafis Machluf, ein Einreisevisum. Der
Cousin von Prisident Assad steht auf ei-
ner Liste von 54 syrischen Personen und
Institutionen, deren Guthaben in der
Schweiz emgefmmn wurden. dpa, AFP
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Il Manifesto (Italie / Italy)

MEDIO ORIENTE - Il premier di Gaza gira la regione ma «salta» Damasco, ormai disertata dai suoi quadri

E Hamas «molla» Ia Siria di Assad

Michele Giorgio
GERUSALEMME

amas dice addio a Dama-
sco. Il movimento islami-
co palestinese non lo con-
fermera mai ufficialmente, ma
I'abbandono della capitale siria-
na, per molti anni sua roccaforte
in esilio, & una decisione gia presa
dal consiglio della Shura e dal ca-
po del politburo Khaled Mashaal.
Certo, un ufficio locale imarmra
operativo in Siria ma I'assenza di
una tappa a Damasco nel tour che
sta svolgendo nella regione il pre-
mier di Gaza, lsmail Haniyeh, spie-
ga tutto senza bisogno di un an-
nuncio ufficiale. Non solo. 1l pre-
mier di Hamas domenica scorsa é
stato accolto con tutti gli onori in
Turchia dal premier Erdogan e dal
ministro degli esteri Davutoglu, a
conferma delle relazioni sempre
piu strette con ghi islamisti turchi,
ora avversari implacabili del presi-
dente siiano Bashar Assad.
Secondo la stampa araba e in
particolare il quotidiano libanese
al Akhbar, 200 «impiegati» dell'uf-
ficio di Hamas hanno gia lasciato
Damasco per Turchia, Libano, Qa-
tar, Sudan e Egitto. 1 loro familiari
in possesso di documenti giordani
si sono trasferiti ad Amman, i ima-
nenti hanno raggiunto altre capita-
li. Mashaal e il suo vice Musa Abu
Marzouq sono ufficialmente anco-
ra in Siria ma trascorrono pitl tem-
po fuori che a Damasco. E si dice
che il Qatar sia pronto a versare ge-
nerose donazioni nelle casse vuo-
te giordane se il regno hashemita
tornera ad accogliere la leadership
di Hamas (come prima del 1999).
Amman smentisce, ma pare che
la trattativa sia aperta.
La (quasi) guerra civile siriana,

Il movimento
islamista
palestinese si
«riposiziona» con i
Fratelli musulmani

con lo scontro aperto in varie aree
del paese tra la maggioranza sun-
nita e i militari del regime di
Bashar Assad dominato dalla mi-
noranza alawita, ha messo alle
strette i dirigenti di Hamas. Una
fonte giornalistica di Gaza molto
vicina al movimento islamico ha
detto al manifesto che i Fratelli
musulmani siriani hanno chiesto
ai loro compagni palestinesi di ne-
gare appoggio allo esciita» Assad.
Anche perché la situazione sul ter-
reno indica che in Siria - come in
Tunisia, Marocco, Libia ed Egitto
- le forze islamiste sunnite presto
armriveranno al potere. «La decisio-
ne di prendere le distanze da As-
sad - aggiunge la fonte - si inseri-
sce in un processo di trasformazio-
ne di Hamas in senso pragmatico,
voluto da Mashaal e Haniyehw.
Hamas in sostanza vuole darsi
una veste pitl politica e meno mili-
tante - pur senza rinunciare pub-
blicamente alla lotta armata né ri-
conoscere apertamente Israele, co-
me gli chiedono Usa e Unione eu-
ropea - di fronte ai cambiamenti
provocati dalle rivolte arabe nel
2011 che, awviate da movimenti e
forze laiche contro tiranni e ditta-
tori, hanno aperto la strada del po-
tere ai partiti islamisti. Nuove lea-
dership arabe non antagoniste de-
gli interessi americani nella regio-
ne, come prova la Libia post-
Cheddafi. E I'’Amministrazione
Obama ha gia ricambiato con
aperture inimmaginabili negli ot-
to anni di George W. Bush alla Ca-
sa Bianca. D’altronde Washington
¢ alleata da decenni di monarchie
«feudali» arabe che impongono
nei loro paesi modelli sociali e cul-
turali ben piu chiusi di quelli pro-
posti dalla Fratellanza islamica.
Latendenza in corso, scommet-
te Mashaal, & destinata ad arrivare
anche nei Territori occupati. Da
qui la decisione di accellerare la ri-
conciliazione con I'Anp di Abu Ma-
zen e dare il via libera alle elezioni
legislative e presidenziali, che do-
vrebbero tenersi il prossimo mag-
gio. Hamas & abbastanza sicuro di

poter bissare il successo del 2006 e
ha buone speranze di conquistare
anche la presidenza palestinese
se, come sembra, Abu Mazen si fa-
ra da parte e i rivali di Fatah non
riusciranno a candidare il loro diri-
gente pill popolare, Marwan Bar-
ghout, in carcere in Israele da qua-
si 10 anni: Benyanim Netanyahu
non lo volle scarcerare nel quadro
del recente scambio tra il soldato
Ghilad Shalit e centinaia di dete-
nuti palestinesi.

Nel processo di trasformazione
rentra anche l'ordine dato da
Mashaal di fermare i landi di razzi
da Gaza verso Israele. E il probabi-
le cambio del nome del movimen-
to in «Fratelli musulmani della Pa-
lestina» - coerente con il recente
passo compiuto da Hamas di ren-
dersi autonomo dalla Fratellanza
giordana. Sollecitato con gran for-
za da Erdogan e Davutoglu e volto
alandiare segnali concilianti a Sta-
ti Uniti ed Europa, I'ammorbidi-
mento di Hamas si scontra perd
con il rifiuto di Israele a qualsiasi
apertura se non preceduta dal suo
riconoscimento pieno da parte de-
gli islamisti palestinesi. Sul quoti-
diano Haaretz I'analista Gideon
Levy commenta: «Invece di inco-
raggiare la moderazione, autenti-
ca o immaginaria, strategica o tat-
tica, Israele si affretta a stroncarla
alla nascitas.
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Syrian tanks have pulled out
of cities, says Arab League

MICHAEL JANSEN

ARAB LEAGUE secretary general
Nabil al-Arabi said vesterday that
the Syrian army had withdrawn
heavy weapons and troops to the
outskirts of cities although snipers
continued to operate from
rooftops in residential districts.

“Yes, there is still shooting and,
yes, there are still snipers...
killings continue.”

Mr Arabi pledged 1o take up the
issue with the Syrian government
but said: “It is difficult to say who
is firing on whom . ., The objective
is for us to walce up in the morning
and hear that no one is Killed. The
mission’s [task] is to protect
civilians, so if one in Killed, our mis
sion is incomplete . . . There must
be a complete ceasefire.” He also
said food supplies had reached
residents of restive areas and the
bodies of the dead had been
recovered,

After almost 10 months of
violence, m which the Umted
Nations says more than 5,000
peaple have been killed. the Arab
League monitoring mission has
spent the past week assessing
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad'’s
compliance with a peace plan.

The head of the monitoring mis-
sion, Sudanese general Mustata
Dabi is set to submit his first
report in two days, Mr Arabi said,
dismissing criticism of the choice
of the general. “He is a capable mil-
itary man with a clean reputation.™

The general was head of
Sudan’s  military  intelligence
during a period of repression. New
teams of monitors are due to
arrive in Syvria on Thursday to
reinforce the 66 already deployed.

Mr Arabi asked the opposition
and Syrian citizens to give the
monitors the names of relatives
and friends imprisoned by the
regime because the league does
not have a list of dissidents
detained since the revolt began in
mid-March.

It has also been unable to verify
the government’s announcement
that 3.482 prisoners had been
freed. *We call for the release of
all,” Mr Arabi said.

In the northern province of
Ldlib, defectors captured troops
manning two checkpoints and
clashed with others at a third,
killing and wounding an
unspecitied number, the London-

based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights reported.
If correct, these attacks

constitute a violation of the league
plan, which calls for a halt to vio-
lence by all parties, withdrawal of
the military from urban areas, and
the release of prisoners.

The observatory also said at
least three civilians had been
Killed. while the official news
agency Sana reported pro-govern-
ment demonstrations in Deir
al-Zor and Homs provinces.

A pro-regime website said
President Assad plans to form a
new government, including
apposition figures and
independent politicians.

> o
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Health District of Fingal.

Combhairle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council

NOTICE OF DEPOSIT OF RATE BOOKS
FOR INSPECTION AND OF
INTENTION TO MAKE RATES

COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT OF FINGAL

Notice is hereby given that the Fingal County Council are about to
make a county rate on the property rateable thereto in the County

The annual rate on valuation fer ordinary expenditure of the Council
for the service of the year ending on 31st December 2012 is 0.144.

COUNTY CHARGES

Annual Rate on Valuation :

0.144
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

its

had frded to prevent Mi

e’ve failed to end killing, Arab chief a
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Malgré les observateurs, la répression sanglante se poursuit

La Ligue arabe demande |'arrét total des tirs

DAMAS — Le secrétaire géneral
de la Ligue arabe Nabil al-Arabi
a demandé hier que «les tirs s'ar-
retent» en Svrie ou le regime
continue de réprimer les mili-
tants pro-démocratie malgré le
déploiement des observateurs de
I'organisation panarabe,

M. Arabi a affirmé que selon les
«derniers rapports» recus par
teléphone des observateurs en
Syrie «il v a toujours des tirs et
des tireurs embusqués» dans les
villes. «Il faut un arret total des
tirs». a-t-il ajoute, dans les pre-
mieres declarations au sujet de la
mission des observateurs arabes.

M. Arabi a en outre évoqueé la
possibilité d'une réunion pro-
chaine des ministres arabes des
Affaires étrangeres pour évaluer
cette mission.

Parallélement, les appels au
retrait des observateurs se sont
multipliés depuis leur arrivée a
Damas le 26 décembre, la répres-
sion sanglante menée par le régi-
me ne marquant pas de répit,
avec onze civils tués hier.

Cing personnes, dont une enfant
de 10 ans, ont ét¢ abattues a [loms
par les forces de securite, et qua-
tre autres v ont été blessées, selon
I'Observatoire syrien des droits
de 'Homme (OSDH).

Dans cette région, haut lieu de
la contestation hostile au régime
du president Bachar al-Assad, le
corps d'un homme arrété diman-
che a eté rendu a sa famille. 11 por-
tait des traces de torture, selon
I'OSDH.

Cing autres civils ont péri dans
la région de Douma, pres de
Damas, quatre lors de perquisi-
tions des forces de 'ordre et un
sous les tirs des chabbiha, les
milices civiles du régime, a affir-

me I'OSDH, citant des habitants.

Un homme est en outre mort
dans l1a région d'TIdleb lorsque les
forces de sécurité ont ouvert le
feu A un barrage.

Observateurs encadrés

De leur cote, les observateurs
etaient hier a Homs, Hama, Deraa
ou le mouvement de contestation
a debute, et a Daraya, pres de
Damas, pour rendre compte de la
situation, selon 1'agence officielle
Sana.

Dans la région de Homs, les
observateurs, encadrés par les
autorites, ont visité une cimen-
terie pres de Rastane, au lieu de
se rendre dans cette ville ol des
milliers de manifestants ont éte
disperseés par des tirs en l'air, a
déploré 'OSDH.

Pour sa part, la France a recla-
me que les observateurs «soient
en mesure de se rendre partout
on ils doivent se rendre pour
temoigner et pour accomplir de

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/AFPTV
Une capture d'écran de la télévision AFP montre les forces de sécurité
syriennes marchant vers des protestants anti-régime, & Homs, vendredi.

facon credible, objective et com-
plote le mandar quils ont regu de
1a Ligue araben.

Dimanche, le président du Par-
lement arabe, Salem al-Digbassi,
avait appelé a leur «retrait imme-
diat, [...] le régime syrien conti-
nuant a tuer des civils innocents»,
en «violation claire du protocole
arabe qui prevoit de protéger le
peuple syrien».

Les Comites locaux de coordi-
nation (LCC) qui organisent la
mobilisation sur le terrain, ont
fait etat hier soir de la mort de
390 civils, dont 24 personnes déceé-
dées sous la torture et 30 enfants,
depuis le debut de la mission des
observateurs.

Ces observateurs sont égale-
ment contestés par les opposants
syriens qui accusent le régime
d'entraver leur mission et expri-
ment des inquietudes au sujet
des «positions adoptées» par
leur chef, le général soudanais
Mohammed Ahmed Moustapha
al-Dabi.

«Les observateurs sont restés
trop longtemps dans leurs hotels
avant d’etre autorises a sortir sur
le terrain et leurs visites se font
sous la surveillance des agents
de sécurité du régime», a déplo-
ré Jabr al-Choufi, membre du
Conseil national syrien (CNS),
principal mouvement de 1'oppo-
sition syrienne, dans des déclara-
tions a la chaine al-Arabiya.

Leur mission fait partie d'un
plan de la Ligue arabe qui preé-
voit notamment la liberte de
manifester, et le retrait des
engins militaires des rues.

Geénéral Dabi contesté

Certains remettent également
en cause le choix du général Dabi
«qul appartient 4 une armée
ayant commis des crimes de
guerre au Darfour», écrivait hier
le quotidien a capitaux saoudien
al-Hayat, basé a Londres.

Un deuxiéme groupe d'observa-
teurs doit arriver jeudi en Svrie.

Dans larégion dTdleb, des déser-
teurs ont attaque deux points
militaires, prenant en otage des
dizaines de soldats. Ils ont en
outre tué plusieurs soldats.

«La famille Assad n'a plus que
quelques semaines a exercer le
pouvoir en Syrien, a estimé le
ministre israélien de la Défense
Ehud Barak, ajoutant qu’il etait
«impossgible de prévoir [...] ce
qui va arriver au lendemain de la
chute de Bachar al-Assad».

Par ailleurg, 1a Suisse a refuse un
vica d'entrée a un cousin du prési-
dent Assad. Hafez Makhlouf, chef
des services secrets, qui voulait
rencontrer son avocat en Sulisse,
selon le NZZ Am Sonntag.

Agence France-Presse
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La Ligue arabe demande
« que les tirs arretent »

DAMAS | (AFP) Le secrétaire géné-
ral de la Ligue arabe, Nabil al-Arabi,
a demandé, hier, que « les tirs s’arré-
tent » en Syrie ou le régime conti-
nue de réprimer les militants pro-
démocratie malgré le déploiement
des observateurs de Porganisation
panarabe.

M. Arabi a affirme que selon les « der-
niers rapports » telephoniques des observa-
teurs en Syrie « il v a toujours des tirs et des
tireurs embusqueés » dans les villes. « [1 faut
un arret total des tirs », a-t-il ajouté, dans
les premiéres déclarations au sujet de la
mission des observateurs arabes.

M. Arabi a en outre évoqué la possibilité
d'une réunion prochaine des ministres
arabes des Affaires étrangeres pour éva-
luer cette mission.

Onze civils tués

Parallelement, les appels au retrait des ob-
servateurs se sont multiplies depuis leur ar-
rivée a Damas, la capitale, le 26 décembre, la
repression sanglante menée par le régime ne
marquant pas de repit, avec onze civils tues,
hier.

De leur coté, les observateurs étaient, cette
meme journee, a Homs, Hama, Deraa, ou le
mouvement de contestation a débuté, et a Da-
raya, pres de Damas, pour rendre compte de
la situation.

Dans la région de Homs, les observa-
teurs, encadres par les autorités, ont visite
une cimenterie pres de Rastane, au lieu de
se rendre dans cette ville ou des milliers de
manifestants ont ete disperseés par des tirs
en l'air, a déploré I'Observatoire syrien des

PHOTO AFP
M Des affrontements entre forces de
IPordre et manifestants ont fait
cing morts a Homs.

droits de 'Homme.

Les Comités locaux de coordination, qui
organisent la mobilisation sur le terrain,
ont fait etat, hier soir, de la mort de 390 ci-
vils, dont 24 personnes décédées sous la
torture et 30 enfants, depuis le début de la
mission des observateurs.

Dans la région d’'Idleb, des déserteurs
ont attaqué deux points militaires, prenant
en otage des dizaines de soldats. Ils ont en
outre tué plusieurs soldats.

« La famille Assad n’a plus que quelques
semaines a exercer le pouvoir en Syvrie », a
estimé le ministre israélien de la Défense,
Ehud Barak.

Par ailleurs, la Suissea refusé un visa d'en-
trée a un cousin du président Assad, Hafez
Makhlouf, chef des services secrets, qui vou-
lait rencontrer son avocat en Suisse.
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Syrian cease-fire is sought

The Arab League says
the government has
made progress, but the
opposition disagrees,
citing more deaths,

ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

Amao HassaN
REPORTING FROM CATRO

Syria’s government has
taken steps to comply witha
regional initiative to end
months of bloodshed, in-
cluding pulling tanks out of
vities and releasing nearly
3,500 detainees, the head of
the Arab League said Mon-
day. But he saki gunfire con-
tinued and he called for a
halt to the hostilities.

Syrian opposition activ-
1515 disputed the assertion
of significant progress, say-
ing security forces had Killed
more than 150 people since
Arab observers began work
Dec, 27 w  determine
whether the government 1s
ending a violent crackdown
ondissent.

The reported death toll
on Monday alone was as
high as 26, smd Lthe Local Co-
ordination Committees, a
coalition that onganizes pro-
tests and decuments the vi-
olence. Most foreign journal-
Ists are barred trom Syria,
and it was not possible o
verity the figures provided
by the opposition.

The statement by Arab

e Secretary-General
Nabil Elaraby provided his
[irst public comments on the
findings of Arab observers,
Whose mission is the first of
its Kind for the 22.member

regional bloc.
Elaraby defended the
league's efforts, saying tanks

and other mibitary vehieles
had pulled back to the out-
SKirts of cities and residen-
tial areas, food aid had been

provided and bodies had
been recovered.

“Yes, there 1s still shoot-
Ing, and yes, there are sl
snipers.” Elaraby told re-
porters in Cairo, where the
Arab League is based. But
he said 1t was “hanrd (o say
who 15 shooCing whom ™

“There must be a com-
piete cease-fire,” he said.

Elaraby’s remarks were
met with disbeliel by 0pposi-
tion activists in some of Syr-
la’s major trouble spots,

“Either the Arab ob-
servers are blind or they are
working forthe regime,” said
an activist in the strife-torm
city of Homs, who gave his
name as Abu Raml. He said
there were checkpoints “null
of soldiers” in the city and
tanks hidden onits outskirts
that could be back inside
within minutes.

“This 15 not a withdraw-
al* he said.

The Arab League mis-
sion drew criticism even be-
fore it began last week. On
Sunday, the Arab Pariia-

ment, a league advisory
bhody, called for the with-
drawal of the observers, say-
INg their presence was pro-
viding cover for continued
attacks on protesters by
President Bashar Assad’s
regime.

ACTIVISES posted a Video
on YouTubx on Monday that
appeared to show a league
observer in an orange vest
being hustied away from a
crowded street in the
western city of Hama amid
the crack ol gunfire,

Another video purported
toshow shooting eruptingas
& white vehicle carrying ob-
servers drove through a
demonstration in the north-
western town of Kfar Tak-
hanm. The shooters wore
not visible in the video,
whosa authenticity could
not be immediately con-
firmed.

The Loeal Coordination
Committees said the league
had “fallenvictimtotheregi-
me's typical traps.” and ac-
cused authorities of disguis-

1

a—" J

LPean PIEphite Ageny
ARAB LEAGUE OBSERVERS, in baseball caps, talk to Syrians on Sunday in the
northern provinee of Idlib in an imege taken from television and released Monday,

ing soldiers in police uni-
forms and painting their ve-
hicles o confuse the
observars,

AcUvIsLs Welcomed the
reported release of 3,484 de
tainees but said thousands
of others remained dehind
bars, with more arrested ev-
eryday.

Opposition groups con-
tend that the observer mis-
sienis wosmalland too easi-
Ly misled to effectively moni-
tora country of about 22 mil-
lion. Elaraby said there were
70 monitors Working in six
cities, with 30 others ex-
pected soon.

He said the head of the
mission, Sudanese LL. Gen.
Mohammed Ahmed Dabi,
wWould report on progress by
the end of the week, and Ar-
ab foreign ministers would
meet a8 early as next week to
review the findings and de-
cide whether more monitors
are needed.

Elaraby defended Dabi,
whose judgment was ques-
tioned when he described

conditions in Homs &s “reas-
suring” despite weeks ofam-
ateur footage appearing to
show heavy shelling and
bloodied bodies in the citys
opposition strongholds.

The London-based
rights group Amnesty Inter-
national says Dabl headed a
military intelligence branch
inSudanthatwasaccused of
severe abuses under his
watch,

But Elaraby called Dabl
“acapable military manwith
aclean reputation.”

Syrian authorities insist
that they are committed to
the league’s plan, which calls
for the withdrawal ot securi-
LY forees rom cities and resi-
dential areas, the release of
political prisoners, free ae-
cess for the medis and dia-
logue with opposition
RIOUps.

They blame the contin-
ued bloodshed on what they
describe as foreign-backed
armed terrorists, who they
say have Killed more then
2000 security force mem-
bers,

The state-run Syrian Ar-
ab News Agency reported
that & law enforcement offi-
cer was Killed Monday when
A “lerrorist group”™ opened
fre on & patrol in front of
Homs National Hospital,

What began inMarchasa
largely peaceful uprising has
become more violent in
parts of the country where
military defectors and some
civilians have taken up anmms
AEAINST FOVEINMEnt security
rorces.

United Nations officials
say more than 5,000 people
have been Killked since
Mareh, and they have
warned that Syria could be
on the brink of civil war.
alexandm zavis
o latimes.com
Hassun 1s & news assistant,
Special correspondent
Alexandra Sandels in Beirut
contributed to thisreport.
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Barak: Assad will be
toppled within weeks

Defense minister says increased international
pressure is unlikely to stop Iran’s nuclear program

* Bv LAHAV HARKOV

Svrian  President  Bashar
Assad's regime will be toppled
within weeks, Defense Minis-
ter Ehud Barak told the Knes-
set Foreign Affairs and Defense
Committee on Monday.

Barak said a deepening lack
of unity and an increasing
amount of detectors from the
Syrian Army will lead to
Assad’s downfall.

He also explained that it is dif-
ficult to predict what will hap-
pen after Assad falls from power,
but the expected anarchy that
will follow may affect the secu-
rity of the Golan Heights.

According to Barak, Iran is
uncomtortable  with  the
upheaval in the Middle East,
and is sending aid to Syria and
Assad’s family, in an attempt
to protect its strategic ties
with Damascus.

Iran is also tacing increasing
pressure from the internation-
al community, which recog-
nizes  Tehran's  efforts  to

EHUD BARAK (Marc israel Seliem)

“protest and  deceive”  the
world as it tries to obtain
nuclear weapons, he said.

Theretore, Barak explained,
there is a new opportunity to
pressure Iran through diplo-
matic means, and Israel and
the US see eye-to-eye on this
matter more than ever before.

“The US's standing in the
world and the Middle East has
been weakened,” he stated,
“but it is still the strongest
power in the world.”

Although the US and other
countries  will attempt to
enforce sanctions on lran’s
central bank, Barak predicted
that such etforts will not lead
Tehran to stop its nuclear pro-
gram. Despite this, he said, it
is important to try all avail-
able diplomatic means.

Barak said the central diffi-
culty in increasing interna-
tional pressure and sanctions
is that China and Russia are
not cooperative.

The defense minister also
discussed changes in Egypt,
pointing out that Islamist par-
ties gained more support than
\‘.\'pk‘t'h_'tl.

“It's already clear that the
rising power in the Middle
Fast, as a result of the current
upheaval, is the public and
the streets, accompanied by
Islamic forces gaining more
influence,” Barak explained.

At the same time, he said,
there is no way of knowing
how current trends will develop
until the Middle East stabilizes.
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¢ By YAAKOV KATZ

Concern is growing in Isracl
over the possibility that Svria’s
arsenal of chemical weapons
will fall into terrorist hands
amid predictions that Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s regime
will fall in the coming weeks.

Syria is believed to have one
of the most extensive chemi-
cal weapon arsenals in the
world, reportedly including
sarin, VX and mustard gas.

The concern partially stems
from Western intelligence
indicating that advanced
weaponry has already been

moved out of Syria by
Hezbollah,

“The  same  could also
potentially  happen with

chemical weapons,” a senior
deftense official explained.
While predicting Assad’s
regime would fall within
weeks, Defense  Minister
Ehud Barak warned on Mon-
day of the new security chal-
lenges the TDF would face if
that occurs. He said more
than 5,000 civilians had been
killed in fighting in Svria and
that the military was having
difficulty quelling protests
and preventing soldiers trom
defecting to resistance forces.
“It s difficult to know
what will happen the day
after the Assad family
[leaves| but either way it will
be a hard blow to the Iran-
ian-Syrian-Hezbollah
alliance,” Barak told the
Knesset's Foreign Affairs and
Defense Committee.
Concern over the stability
of Syria’s chemical arsenal
comes at a time when only

Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Israel worried
weapons will

Syria’s chemical
00 to terrorists

aha

A MAN tries on a gas mask in Tel Aviv last year. Only about
60% of Israelis have one. (Gil Cohen Magen/Reuters)

about 60 percent of [sraelis
are in possession of gas
masks. The IDI is currently
lacking NIS 1.2 billion to
complete the production and
distribution of gas masks to
the rest of the public,

The Home Front Command
and Defense Ministry are in
talks with the Treasury in an
eftort to obtain the remain-
ing required budget. Last
month, The Jerusalem Post
reported that the distribution
of the gas masks will be sus-
pended in [February if the
funds are not allocated
beforehand.

Amid the growing instabili-

ty in Syria, the IDF's North-
ern Command has drawn up
a number of operational
responses to a wide range of
scenarios that could evolve
along the northern front.
There 1s concern, tor exam-
ple, that the IDF will face
low-scale and isolated attacks
along the border, such as Svr-
ian soldiers opening fire into
Israel. The main objective set
down by OC Northern Com-
mand Maj.-Gen. Yair Golan is
to respond based on circum-
stances but to also make a
strong attempt to prevent an
isolated incident from esca-
lating into a larger conflict.
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Syrian rebels raid military checkpoints,
capture dozens of security personnel

Attacks suggest anti-government forces growing more brazen  Syrian
website reports Assad mulling inclusion of opposition in new cabinet

* By OREN KESSLER and Reuters

Armed  rebels captured
dozens of members of the Svri-
an security forces by seizing
two military checkpoints on
Monday, opposition figures
said, as the Arab League chief
reported cautious progress in a
peace monitoring mission.

I'he opposition said army
deserters also clashed with
security forces at a third check-
point, Killing and wounding an
unspecified number ot troops
loyal to President Bashar Assad.

On Monday the Arab League
said the government had with-
drawn its tanks from Svria's
cities, a key demand the Arab
bloc had posed on the belea-
suered Assad regime.

The statement could not be
independently confirmed, and
followed two days of conflict-
ing reports over whether its
monitors were having any
impact at all in stemming the
violence. On Sunday an Arab
League advisory body called for
the immediate withdrawal of
monitors, saving they were
allowing Damascus to cover up
continuing violence and abus-
s,

Also

Monday, a regime-

linked Syrian news site report-
ed Assad would deliver a
speech over the coming days
announdcing plans to torm a
new  government including
opposition  members.  The
report, carried on the Arabic
website Damas Post, could not
be confirmed.

After nearly 10 months of
violence in which the UN says
more than 5,000 people have
been killed, an Arab monitor-
ing mission has spent the past
week assessing Assad’s compli-
ance with a peace plan.

In partially upbeat com-
ments, Arab League Secretary-
General bil Elaraby said
Syria’s military had withdrawn
from residential areas and was
on the outskirts of the coun-
try's cities, but gunfire contin-
ued and snipers were still a
threat. The Arab League plan
calls for Assad to withdraw
troops and tanks from the
streets, release detainees and
talk to his opponents.

“The latest telephone report
said there is gunfire from differ-
ent places, which makes it hard
to say who is shooting who,”
Flaraby said. “Gunfire should
be stopped and there are
snipers... We call upon the Syr-

Revue de presse Syrie / Voltairenet.org / Syria Press Review

ian government to fully com-
mit to what it promised.”

Elaraby the monitors
had achieved the release of
3,484 prisoners and succeeded
in getting food supplies into
Homs, one of the centers of the
violence.

“Give the monitoring mis-
sion the chance to prove its
presence on the ground,” he
said.

But many Syrian opposition
activists are skeptical the mis-
sion can put real pressure on
Assad to halt the violence.

The reported attacks on mili-
tary  checkpoints came three
days after the anti-government
Free Syrian Army said it had
ordered its fighters to stop
offensive operations pending a
meeting with the Arab League
delegates.

Rami Abdelrahman, director
of the opposition Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights, said
Monday's operation took place
in the northern province of
Idlib. It was not immediately
clear how many people had
been killed or captured by the
rebels,

Separately, the Observatory
said two people were killed by
gunfire in Homs on Monday,

said

and the bodies of another two
were handed over to their fam-
ilies. Security forces killed a
farmer in Douma, on the
northeastern edge of Damas-
cus, as they carried out raids
searching tor suspects wanted
by authorities, it said.

Kinan Shami, a member of
the Syrian Revolution Coordi-
nating Union activists group,
saich from Damascus that peo-
ple were taking huge risks by
gathering in cities where Arab
League monitors were expect-
ed, in the hope of talking to
them.

“Teople expected them in
Daraya yesterday on New Year's
Day and thousands went to the
main square, raised the Inde-
pendence Flag on a mast and
gathered around it. Security
forces shot at them and killed
two protesters,” Shami said.

“The people are trying to
show the monitors the repres-
sion and are risking their lives
to meet them because every-
where lht'_\' 2o the monitors are
surrounded by security,” he
said.  “Other than  getting
arrested and beaten or Killed,
they could casily face endless
counts of treason and commu-
nicating with foreign powers.”

BASHAR ASSAD

(Reuters)

But Issam Ishak, a high-level
member of the main opposi-
tion Syrian National Council,
said the monitors must be
given a chance.

“Their presence is helping
further erode the fear factor
and is encouraging the expan-
sion of the protests.”

Ammar Abdulhamid, a US-
based Syrian dissident who
maintains the blog Svrian Rev-
olution Digest, wrote Sunday;,
“Many tears were shed
throughout Syria in 2011, and
2012 will not be any different,
except that some of them
might end up being tears of joy
as our battle against tyranny
succeeds in making one major
stride forward by toppling the
Assad regime.”
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The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)

Hezbollah warns Syria
chaos could hit Lebanon

Delegation meets Rai,
calls on rival Lebanese
factions not to interfere
in internal Syrian affairs

BEIRUT: A Hezbollah delegation
warned after meeting Maronite Patri-
arch Beshara Rai Monday that the tur-
moil in Syria could spill over into
Lebanon and called on rival Lebanese
factions not to interfere in internal Syr-
ian affairs.

“The circumstances through which
our country is passing are calm now.
But the circumstances in the region
within which we live are difficult,
harsh and complicated,” Sheikh
Mohammad Amr, head of the Hezbol-
lah delegation, told reporters after the
meeting with Rai in Bkirki, the seat of
the influential Catholic Maronite
Church, north of Beirut.

“We fear the [regional] conflict will
spread to Lebanon. But with your wis-
dom and the wisdom of Lebanese lead-
ers on whom we call to use reason and
logic in their political movement and
dialogue to stay away from interfering
in others’ affairs because Lebanon can-
not afford any political, military or
security trouble,” Amr added.

Describing the situation in Lebanon
as “delicate,” he said: “Lebanon car-
ries a message. This message must be
expressed through dialogue and logic
and not by any other means.”

The popular uprising in Syria against
the regime of President Bashar Assad,
now in its 10th month, has sharply split
the Lebamese. The Hezbollah-led
March 8 alliance backs the Assad
regime, while the opposition March 14
coalition, led by the Future Movement
of former Prime Minister Saad Hariri,
has come out in support of Syrian pro-
testers demanding Assad’s ouster.

The Lebanese government, which is
dominated by Hezbollah and its March
8 allies, has followed a policy of disso-
ciating itself from U.N.or Arab League
resolutions condemning Syria over its
brutal crackdown on protesters.

The Hezbollah delegation visited
Rai to congratulate him on Christmas
and the New Year. The meeting was

also attended by former Maronite
Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir. The delega-
tion said it hoped Rai would continue
to reach out to all Lebanese.

“We are part of this loving nation
with its diversity because this is the
message of Lebanon. We are a key
component of this beloved and blessed
nation,” Amr said.

Meanwhile, Hariri warned that the
credibility of the Arab League observer
mission in Syria was at stake and
slammed once more Assad over the way
he was handling his country’s crisis.

“The AL [Arab League] observers
don’t have much time, credibility is of
essence and so far Bashar regime has
been killing more and more,” Hariri
said during a live session with his sup-
porters on his Twitter page Monday.

“It’s time for AL observers to say
the truth, the full story and not like
Bashar regime wants it,” Hariri added.

In December, Damascus signed an
amended agreement allowing in Arab
League observers to oversee the imple-
mentation of a peace plan to end the
crisis in Syria.

The Arab League initiative calls on
the Syrian govenment to withdraw
the military from the streets, release
political prisoners, allow journalists
into the country and launch dialogue
with the opposition.

However, the observer mission,
which began its work late December,
has been criticized from several sides,
including from rights activists, the
Syrian opposition and most recently
by the head of the Arab Parliament, Ali
al-Salem al-Dekbas.

Dekbas called Sunday for the with-
drawal of observers from Syria, saying
the mission was allowing Damascus to
cover up unabated violence and graft.

Echoing calls by the Syrian opposi-
tion, Hariri told his followers on Twit-
ter that the observers needed to pro-
vide feedback about what they were
seeing on the ground.

Responding to a question as to
whether he thought the signing of the
protocol by Damascus would put an end
to the killing in Syria, Hariri said: “No,
I didn’t [expect a change] and I said it
[before], remember, but now if this
week the observers continue without
saying anything what's the point then?”

Hariri, a staunch critic of Assad,
again slammed the embattled presi-
dent, saying he appeared to be usin
the observer mission to carry on wi
a crackdown the U.N. estimates has
killed more than 5 000 people.

“I feel the regime thinks that sign-
ing the protocol gives him [Assad] a
license to kill,” Hariri tweeted in one
post, adding: “It’s unbelievable, the
Syrian regime says we want reform
[and] the conclusion is more killing.”

Hariri rebutted Defense Minister
Fayez Ghosn’sclaimsthat members of
Al-Qaeda were operating in Lebanon.
“It’s been 7 years talking about Al-
Qaeda in Lebanon,” Hariri said. “It’s
all a big lie.”

Last month, Ghosn said Al-Qaeda
militants were sneaking into the Bekaa
town of Arsal under the guise that they
were Syrian dissidents. However,
Prime Minister Najib Mikati and Inte-
rior Minister Marwan Charbel have
denied thatAl-Qaeda was operating on
Lebanese soil.

Also, Hariri's ally, Lebanese Forces
leader SamirGeagea, said that Lebanon
will begin a process of state building
following the collapse of the Assad
regime, which he predicted would like-
ly happen in 2012.

“Following the fall of the Syrian
regime, we will enter a complicated
political process before we create
another political system that is well
defined and capable of building rela-
tions between Lebanon and Syria as
two [separate] states,” Geagea told a
gathering of his party’s general com-
mittee in Maarab at the weekend.

“The year 2012 will witness the fall
of the Syrian regime. This will have a
significant impact on Lebanon’s situ-
ation and will resultin another balance
of power,” Geagea said.

“Presumably, after the fall of the
Syrian regime, we should start the
process of building a state,” he added.

Geagea also spoke about Lebanese
prisoners in Syria, saying Assad’s fall
would give Lebanon an opportunity to
reveal the truth surrounding their fate.
It is not known exactly how many
Lebanese nationals are held in Syrian
prisons but NGO estimates put the
number at around 130 people. — The
Daily Star
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Syria withdraws army
fromresidential areas

Snipers still a threat; 3484 prisoners freed, says League head

CAIRO—Syria’s military has with-
drawn from residential areas and
is on the outskirts of the country’s
cities, but gunfire continues and
snipers are still a threat, Arab
League Secretary General Nabil
Elaraby said on Monday.

“The latest telephone report
said there is gunfire from differ-
ent places, which makes it hard
to say who is shooting who,” said
Elaraby. “Gunfire should be
stopped and there are snipers.
We call upon the Syrian govern-
ment to fully commit to what it
promised,” he added.

Elaraby was speaking in Cairo
a week after Arab League moni-
tors arrived in Syria to check com-
pliance with a peace plan which
calls for President Bashar Al As-
sad to withdraw troops and tanks
from the streets, release detain-
ees and talk to his opponents.

Elaraby said the League would
report on the monitors’ first
week of work and decide if more
were needed. He said 70 moni-
tors were currently working in
six cities, and 30 others would
arrive soon. Those already in the
country had achieved the release
of 3,484 prisoners in Syria, he
said, and the League was asking
Syrian opposition groups for
names of people thought to have
been held in jails so their release
could be verified.

The Arab League mission was
also making a difference by get-
ting food supplies into Homs, a
hotbed of anti-government pro-
tests, and evacuating dead bod-
ies, Elaraby added. — Reuters
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Arab League

chief calls for
truce in Syria

CAIRO — The Arab League chief
says Syrian forces continue to shoot
protesters despite the presence of
monitors from the organization and
calls for a complete ceasefire.

Nabil Elaraby. addressing a
news conference on Monday, also
called on the opposition and ordi-
nary Syrians to aid the observers by
sending them names of relatives or
friends they think are detamed.

“There are sull smpers and gun-
fire. There must be a total halt to the
gunfire,” the League chief said, in
the face of mounting cnticism of
the hard-won observer mission’s
failure to stem the persistent blood-
shed.

Arabi charged that snipers were
still deploved on rooftops in protest
centers threatening the lives of ci-
vilians, even as monitors try to end
the Syrian government’s deadly
crackdown that has claimed thou-
sands of lives since March.

“We must raise this with the
Synan govemnment because the
aim (of sending monitors) 1s to stop
the shooting and protect civilians,”
Elaraby told a news conference at
Arab League headquarters in Cairo.
But “it 1s difficult to say who is fir-
mg on whom,” he said.

The head of the observer mis-
sion, Sudanese General Moham-
med Ahmed Mustafa Al-Dabi, is
due 1o send s “first report n the
next two days” on the sitnation
Syria, Elaraby said.

“An Arab foreign mimster has
asked that a ministerial meeting be
convened o discuss the report.” he
added.

According to the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights. at least
three civilians were killed by gun-
fire in Syria Monday, two of them
in separate shooting incidents in the
flashpoint central city of Homs.

The third victim was a farmer
who was hit by a stray buller as se-
curity forces opened fire during a
raid on a village near Damascus to
hunt down suspects wanted by the
authorines.

Arabi said the Arab League
may call for a meeting next week
of foreign ministers to evaluate the
work of the observers, who arrived
m Syna on December 26 and began
touring protest hubs the following
day.

According to Arabi, Syrian au-
thorities released 3,848 detainees
since the observer mission started
last week, adding that the Arab
League had asked the Syrian op-
position to provide it with a list of
names of those who remained in
custody.

After weeks of stalling, Syna
agreed last month to allow the de-
ployment of observers as part of a
Arab League roadmap calling for
the withdrawal of the military from
cintes and residennal districts, a halt
1o violence against civihans and the
release of detainees. — Agencies
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