El proyecto de guerra se estanca

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #28
Martes 17 de enero de 2012

El mas amplio destaque han recibido en la prensa las declaraciones del secretario
general de la ONU a favor de que el Consejo de Seguridad autorice una intervencion
militar en Siria, al igual que las del emir de Qatar pronunciandose por una
intervencion militar drabe.

Exceptuando a la prensa china, los demas medios de prensa prefieren pasar por alto
la amnistia decretada por el presidente al-Assad y la liberacion de cientos de
detenidos que habian sido arrestados durante los incidentes.

El mensaje del dia de los servicios vehiculado a través de los servicios de
propaganda de Estados Unidos se concentra en la desercion del general Muhammad
Abdul-Hamid al Awwad y del diputado de Homs Imad Ghaliun asi como en la
creacion de una unidad de enlace entre el Consejo Nacional Sirio y el Ejército Sirio
Libre. O sea, el poder de al-Assad se desorganiza mientras que la oposicion se
organiza.

El hecho es que estas deserciones no son significativas. El diputado Ghaliun es un
primo del presidente del Consejo Nacional, ambos portan incluso el mismo apellido.
En cuanto a las relaciones entre el Consejo Nacional de Transicion y el Ejército Sirio
Libre, la realidad es que siguen siendo catastroficas.

* En el diario francés Le Figaro, Georges Malbrunot se plantea la siguiente
interrogante: ;Por qué se mantiene el régimen sirio? El autor reconoce que el
presidente al-Assad no sdlo cuenta con el respaldo de la mayoria de sus
conciudadanos sino que el miedo que inspiran los islamistas le estd aportando ademas
nuevos aliados.

* El Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung ofrece un recuento del enfrentamiento marino
entre un navio aleman y lanchas répidas sirias.

» Jane's Defence Weekly se hace fielmente eco del punto de vista de la OTAN.
Destaca, sin embargo, que con el respaldo de Rusia, el presidente al-Assad parece
hacerse incluso méas provocador.

» Sami Mubayed destaca en el Gulf News que la estrategia del presidente al-Assad es
en realidad de inspiracion rusa. El presidente sirio se dispone a modificar la
constitucion para poner fin al monopolio del partido Baas y pronto nombrara un
nuevo gobierno que incluird personalidades de la oposicion.
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Le Monde (France)

Ligue arabe

La proposition du Qatar sur I'envoi
de forces arabes en Syrie fait débat

MANAMA. La proposition de I'émir du Qatar, Hamad ben Khalifa
Al-Thani, d’'envoyer des soldats arabes en Syrie pour tenter d'y contenir
la violence pourrait étre examinée par la réunion du comité ministériel
dela Ligue arabe, le 21janvier au Caire, a indiqué, dimanche 15janvier, le
chef del'organisation panarabe, Nabil Al-Arabi. Il s’agit de la premiere
prise de position de ce type de la part d'un dirigeant arabe. Dimanche,
Amr Moussa, I'ancien chef de la Ligue arabe et candidat a la présidentiel-
le égyptienne, a estimé que I'organisation devrait « étudier » cette idée.
Enrevanche, le président tunisien, Moncef Marzouki, a estimé qu’'une
telle opération équivaudrait a un « suicide ».

A Damas, I'agence de presse officielle SANA a rapporté dimanche que
le président syrien, Bachar Al-Assad, avait accordé une amnistie

« pour les crimes commis dans le cadre des événements depuis le
15mars 2011 jusqu’au 15 janvier 2012 ». Pour l'opposition, cette amnis-
tie n’a guere de sens car la plupart des prisonniers ne sont méme pas
inculpés et sont détenus dans des lieux secrets, sans aucun contact
avecl'extérieur.— (AFP.) @

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mardi 17 janvier 2012, #28, p. 2 / Tuesday, January 17, #28, p. 2

Le Figaro (France)

“aaquuol sod Baug F puenb RS MmO IALEIUL] 0P SUALAS sop sudne pessy aepaet np asodsip mb “ALIAS BT IAUN0N AP DI JUIKIDSIANERL I S00 T2 'S0 sangaedsod 1o mIgarmmm
wxu ‘o quawanbyyod powr s 153 uaaids e siuesoddo Sap AP UL IUAIX0 SR -JUES B SN 200U uos sseiden  ap mad goap sual ap snpd w smd ap gos ms younqepy sadtoan ap
Ui A sucea saarepard xne nbenl NP S C[RSUG) NP a3 Ep eI sasnaaqueot ap uennny no aagy red  ap gsa o pa ua nonesoddo 3 ap sapgesiod Juaup-uakop antpadsosd aney ey
mpovy] UEpITd ua unapsuen] AP apousd BN UN ans JEIAs SUUEDS T v Ay quessed ua qunoziag v prpleg o « A -sa1 sap un uogas ‘qunipmbu smd o b ANIVINGS 30D VHD Z2AN01aY
IN JSPRI0OAS AP Ul ] BRIngS- (e 0o is1aanm - xa, | anb arpuspa my punofie ~uafop ps soundaad ap sowng) p sdussp 20 saopy o urepoad SITI S BOsITEsTe)
=4 o uapisard - axa ne 3(d 3 JUISSIE|  SUONRIOSIPUL  $3(] 1oy pasuop b ) anlr] opand apunxo naas ] ap Au0Jad ap iosd vos wnpuay
td CISUOD QAIP-E-1Sa0 e apueruay -3 95 ¥ Unoley) Jeafienoe aystiegs b sdiesy swow wr dssvefl u sauuses -3 ded ostjear s ap angeasad )

WIS AU v DEAND US A0 I00d 201 SOURANGE B 3P SaUod Sl ‘GND -0 SAULIIND XD SRAA Uy aoadas  eamod SA0520 31130 aopepdod g op
2 S 3P MUTIUGD POISOJY “SISS|No Uy np €Iped ap JAGUICU puest un ‘saade - Qo 2ap wopesl op JAOdDI of 'T Dy AP v (€ O oY sed Apnop sues [¥l0) ne 2P
« AN UOS 249 Sod XA AW A D 2oua  samay sanbanb SR CAIAS US U0 13 N0 SPIGUILT D IWAADAUG) » i) -B-153.0 ‘dajy,p 18 e ap s s
DAEDIUNIIS AFILAS 3] anh JUn] AU -ISURI T] NS UNRINOD 31%31 N eunepy  -109ad aqeusopdip af MITIOMIR) U5 SAIUICD.  -1I00 XNAKEI0N 3 13 {SIEALAPR, P S10T]
AP 19 MALZIW, | AP SRIELIWE £ NP WIEYIARH J9AE Anw) ne geuls unog  ‘nal wos suep saued ap azooua asod - ¢'7) sAed af siaaea v seeg naed np
nE as o uaeanod wnasodacy ceyn) ‘wonsoddo snan ap anmpodun -sipp NO.GT e asstu mdde j anno s sopege sap neasas af Jainofe poeagauan
3 2041 vy powsioy s podnod ) CXna P UONSUILIO) alne | SJUtopet Uonelp SR uoneliapul 3 g 0s vf ins |t soenbxne (uonemdod v ap o of
Nl P SouU N e CAEUONEN - 3000) B] AP PIERa | ¢ AWSORNS0, P 0w Sl aunmon [0S 152 pussy ‘sansa VOJIAED 106 ) HPIN 33 APNIP PTG
Un P jmanmanod un Bnnusuos ap  sap saxde Camquaoap ury woapseddo ) COOmssESS 1 uop 320 - aymorje sau
ursoddo sap ¢ rasodord speg no jegngg ap sopuesodiaos sop spediatd ] *(sy) Sqeae onAr e ap A2 L] L UM - OUILU S3P UaHNOs np a109Us asodsp sped
Saltessiiy smasnjd 20U ¢ UEN USMIAS [ruotivd [esuo) np Juapiead  -egeh [UauuD Uos ¢ viapeoons uspjedp o) ‘aspueps) peideancd | ans juenog
SHAPEWIS SIAINAIP 637 SJUOIduiad 3] “UNOIRYD) URYANg 3P X041 Un U [P UOS DO JUMKIONE N8 “SIPW Uf] 19A SRR AP INOINE £330
£ 53U 3000 SAESIAADE 2P FPORG  -U0DE ‘v saxsul) SpUnd Xnap soy » aad -jam mod sdoeay np BUES  uapias N0 -UOnRIS JUMUARPpY) UsInMuap (¢p 1
ap v auuagaaed pessy nb uaiopar ~nsser s mod sapounu xne aped €18 - [E0 ap eespaad 1530 40 ANRQIRID  ZF IF o) saiun anenk sas < aouaoad
AW ‘W nonseddo aum g aor anm s € anoyd ‘urusumem g nbsnl quo  es souma ap aanad snos ‘amaf np Auss  ua anuaAIaur 2300us sed 3o u nyd
sanesianpe sag sauunssd ap sappuaab cadya assnwmaad aneo g uy amew nad ey ap azagy af ayuyy sod aagunp ‘wos
“aprmogdip af Suliinos ‘o adumag, | ~IAL(] oAl v Sunatolaad Spaed e s
2 apoq 1y v oucpsoddo sun asouowop 259 usanas ¢ b 39 v uUSWLIIIUD)
RO 30F 1A 2IALETAL X » LS U U S[EUORET BojuN,P saed np aa swsxnap v ‘dagy
n [ aftef 3p UIO] JUOS 0D 13 UK TS jwawwAnod un taunro] mod spurorduwrod ne syaad S100UD  sused s anvuuonnjoasd UOEeIUGD
AruopEsu, | Inod SN np - SRa0sip SANMESIBAPE S3P IPneqap e auuatared pessy nb ¥l »nb s .ucw.”“_ﬂc ._8tu_=u:.oﬂ ¥
W - SINIAR] S ‘UPUT « 2P 31323 P ‘preus e € N ‘SSNaL E Ajoanod 3
apaaL s2EpIE) S3) anbin) 01 urp JUINOPAL SUTELIID '3P1EP Uopisoddo aum g 3de4 ‘SPOW (0 € ap sngd ez & mb vopssand
njcd WA AU T NS S0 R8s sroel anb in) ~aa apgeAonduy aunp siow xip saady
ngas ‘of anboey) o wueg wenAng a5 sapand agumu woensaddo s p sucisap A andry vp stepy sded xnaaquiou ap aed sewm] € asod ua riuapso
Sapu0o o opunpodus dos) mos sunsiagp  sap qeita amoxd pessy uep o MWAu00 a0 Nl € 15e P-AR) 30 amwopdp un amsse e J0nua 200U
S SO ACOUN SIULUOS LD SN Slenuosap wasa s inb sar  cvpdans vossi agueaad o) uepaad  sod s s Cagonas op and anooas
wfy = Jeyovg-soade | 3P anA US W00 -0SSIU S| JUEAE UDIG ‘Kneost) sipuaed 9] Sinojealsgqo sas onbelliod B Sewu(] s oo a7 o e sowmuas sowgoysosd o
SUEL 3P e alosd Jgeitaa un pagd  Suep dtie anag 20eyd uo mb M@ ARGUuanIp- [ QI AT K] - sSE Sap SImod ne goanod 3] )
A8 U0 SJLAb DHURLD | B SIURUSS NP SI20U0Q oL Sa] anb SIIAND SINS] e uos € 20udE - afiand Jtoar saady pnb sed jreiasp au pessy -2 gig

24da1 SIND| AP JUIPLAYIE STIIPUL Xisadg
[OON 5] SBARID 530 Jed Sprxdsexd
anEuuoanoAM sauma sap spadmoy 4

o saspadonus o) aBejuearp Juaddeny
SUONNRIES 53] 17 “sucd 213458 11y U dod
-1, 1 anb aponad ap axpaas mod uawuen

UOG ap ol alesaud Ju SapoRge 1o saju
~UNS LU SWOH] ¢ 3ifed 1) mb punogs
~Sapu0o axand v anb Jueme ¢ « poanod

¢ [I-IUQN) UDSLIAS 9IS 9] IonbaIno

TNy SSUSLN] T] 9P ualfaud
-S| JASTUTLN ] “§eaey pooyy
ypaad anb 20 ¢ Jusuagenuo

amjar

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mardi 17 janvier 2012, #28, p. 3 / Tuesday, January 17, #28, p. 3

Libération (France)

-

BAN KI-MOON:
«LA SITUATION
EN SYRIE EST
INACCEPTABLE»

Pour le secrétaire général
de 'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, qui
sexprimait hier 8 Abou
Dhabi, «la situation [en
Syrie] a atteint un point
inacceptable». Invitant le
Conseil de sécurité a «trai-
ter [cette crise] de maniére
sérieuse et cohérente», son
appel semblait sadresser
avant tout a la Russie et la
Chine, qui ont opposé leur
veto en octobre a un projet
de résolution. «Je sais quiil
y a quelques divergences
d'opinions [au] Conseil de
sécurité, mais nous ne pou-
vons pas laisser la situation
se poursuivre ainsi», a-t-il
insisté. Déplorant la vio-
lence de la répression, qui
a fait plus de 5000 morts
depuis mars, le Sud-Co-
réen a tenu a apporter son
soutien aux observateurs
de la Ligue arabe. Leur
représentant, Nabil al-Ara-
bie, a par ailleurs déclaré
samedi que leur mission
serait réévaluée le 21 jan-
vier au Caire. PHOTO AFP
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De Welt (Allemagne / Germany)

20 000 Deserteure in Syrien -
Iran liefert Waffen an Assad

DAMASKUS/PARIS — Die von De-
serteuren gegriindete Freie Syri-
sche Armee erhdlt immer mehr
Zulauf. Nach Angaben von AKti-
visten setzten sich in der Pro-
vinz Idlib am Montag 20 Solda-
ten von der Regierungsarmee ab.
Fiinf von ihnen seien auf der
Flucht erschossen worden. Auch
aus dem Umland der Hauptstadt
Damaskus wurden Kédmpfe zwi-
schen Deserteuren und der regu-
liren Armee gemeldet. Deser-
tierte Offiziere hatten in den
vergangenen Tagen erklirt, zur
Armee der Fahnenfliichtigen ge-
horten inzwischen 20 ooo Sol-
daten.

In Paris wurde bekannt, dass
der Iran nach Ermittlungen von
UN-Experten gegen ein Waffen-
embargo verstoflen und illegal
Waffen an das Regime in Syrien
geliefert hat. Die Verstofle gegen
die UN-Resolutionen 1747 und
1929 seien den Mitgliedern des
Sicherheitsrates gemeldet wor-
den, teilte das franzosische Au-
fenministerium mit. Ein Spre-
cher bezeichnete die Waffenlie-
ferungen als schockierend.

Folgen Sie Emil

- =
Rennert auf Twitter "]

5
twitter.com/wlgrenner“
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Syrisches Schnellboot
bedringt ,,Alster* im Mittelmeer

Berlin: Seeménnische Unhoflichkeit / Aufklarungsmission

16w. BERLIN, 16. Januar. Ein Aufkla-
rungsschiff der Deutschen Marine ist im
Dezember vor der syrischen Kiiste von
einem Boot der syrischen Streitkrifte ag-
gressiv bedriangt worden. Ein Sprecher
des Verteidigungsministeriums bestatig-
te am Montag diesen Vorfall. Das Flot-
tendienstboot ,Alster” habe in interna-
tionalen Gewissern im ,0stlichen Mit-
telmeer” eine Aufklarungsmission unter-
nommen. Dabei habe sich ein syrisches
Schnellboot genédhert und ,,in sehr gerin-
gem Abstand” den Kurs des deutschen
Schiffes gekreuzt. Die Besatzung habe
bewaffnetes Personal an Bord des syri-
schen Bootes gesehen. Einen Bericht
der Zeitschrift ,Der Spiegel“, wonach
die Syrer mit einer Kanone auf die ,, Als-
ter” gezielt hatten, stellte der Sprecher
als tbertrieben dar. Er bewertete das
Verhalten als ,seeméannische Unhoflich-
keit” und ,,schlechte Seemanschaft®.
Die Bundeswehr hat insgesamt drei
solcher Flottendienstboote, deren Besat-
zungen mit sehr leistungsfihigen Gera-
ten weitrdumig elektronische Signale ab-
horen, Schiffsverkehr beobachten und
Radarsignaturen identifizieren konnen.

Der Sprecher wies die Formulierung zu-
riick, es handle sich um ein ,Spionage-
boot"; sein Auftrag sei vielmehr ,,Aufkla-
rung”. Die unbewaffnete , Alster” fahrt
nicht im Rahmen eines internationalen
Einsatzes mit einem Mandat des Bundes-
tages, sondern im nationalen Auftrag.

Deutsche Flottendienstboote waren
schon ofter im Mittelmeer eingesetzt,
nach Einschétzungen in der Deutschen
Marine allerdings in der Regel im Rah-
men multinationaler Einsitze wie ,Acti-
ve Endeavour® (Anti-Terrorismus) und
Unifil (gegen Waffenschmuggel vor Li-
banon). Als im vergangenen Sommer
der Luftkrieg der Nato tber Libyen be-
gann, an dem sich Deutschland nicht be-
teiligte, wurden die deutschen Schiffe
aus der Operation ,Active Endeavour®
herausgelost, darunter das Flottendienst-
boot ,,Oker”. Die ,Oker” fuhr dann un-
ter nationalem Kommando, hatte aber
nach Darstellung des Ministeriums kei-
nen Aufklarungsauftrag, sondern die Be-
satzung nahm in einem italienischen Ha-
fen Wartungsarbeiten vor. Der Vorfall
nun mit der ,Alster” vor Syrien ereigne-
te sich zu Beginn ihres viermonatigen
Einsatzes.
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Financial Times Deutschland (Allemagne / Germany)

Iran liefert Waffen
an Syrien

Der Iran hat nach Ermittlungen
von UN-Experten illegal Waffen
an das Regime in Syrien gelie-
fert. Die Verstofle gegen die UN-
Resolutionen 1747 und 1929 sei-
en den Mitgliedern des Sicher-
heitsrats gemeldet worden, teilte
das franzgsische Aufenministeri-
um gestern in Paris mit. Ein
Sprecher bezeichnete die Waffen-
lieferungen an das gewaltsam ge-
gen Oppositionelle kiampfende
Regime von Prasident Baschar
al-Assad als zutiefst schockie-
rend. Konkrete Angaben zu Art
und Menge der nach Syrien ge-
brachten Waffen machte er aller-
dings nicht. Der Iran bestritt ges-
tern gegeniiber dem TV-Sender
al-Arabija, sich in den Konflikt
einzumischen. US-Medien hatten
am Wochenende berichtet, dass
der Anfiihrer der iranischen Re-
volutionsgarde sich im Januar
mit hochrangigen syrischen Be-
amten in Damaskus getroffen
hatte. Die USA interpretierten
laut Bericht des ,Wall Street
Journals® den Besuch als Beweis
dafiir, dass der Iran Syrien bei
der Niederschlagung der De-
monstrationen militdrisch unter-
stiitze. Dea, FTD
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Publico (Portugal)
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Ban Ki-moon calls
for UN action over
killings in Syria

MICHAEL JANSEN

UN SECRETARY general Ban
Ki-moon yesterday urged the UN
Security Council to take up the
unrest in Syria to halt killings.
“The casualties have reached such
an unacceptable stage we cannot
let the situation continue this
way,” he said, praising Arab
League monitors seeking to end
the crackdown on protests and
calling on them to continue their
mission.

In Syria, a senior Syrian military
officer was shot dead on the out-
skirts of Damascus while, in Egypt,
a legislator from the restive city of
Homs announced his defection to

the opposition. Brig Gen
Muhammad Abdul-Hamid
al-Awwad’s assassination was

reported by the Syrian news
agency Sana as Imad Ghanioun
surfaced in Cairo.

He told al-Arabiya satellite tele-
vision channel, “The people of
Homs are under siege and the city
is disaster-stricken. There is no
electricity, piles of garbage fill the
streets . .. The sounds of nightly
shelling terrify children... The
Syrian people are living their
worst period.” He said many law-
makers back the uprising but have
not gone public with their stand.
He was the first to defect.

Earlier this month, Brig Gen
Mustafa Ahmad al-Sheikh became
the most senior officer to desert.
He took refuge in Turkey where he
plans to organise operations of the
rebel “Free Syrian Army” which
has been carrying out ambushes
against loyalist troops and
attacking government facilities.

A middle-ranking Muslim cleric
employed in the office of the mufti
of the republic, the senior Muslim
figure, has also defected.

Meanwhile, the proposal for
Arab League military intervention
in Syria made by Qatari prime min-
ister Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
al-Thani has prompted Tunisian
president Moncef Marzouki to
express concern that this could
lead to a regional “explosion”.

Sheikh Hamad’s call has been
seconded by an editorial in the
National, an English daily pub-
lished in Abu Dhabi, but is likely to
be opposed by Egypt, Algeria and
Sudan as well as Tunisia.

France has accused Iran of vio-
lating a UN embargo by providing
weapons to Syria. “The UN panel
of experts on Iran has identified
and informed the security council
of several violations,” said foreign
ministry spokesman Romain
Nadal. “These arms deliveries are
illegal and deeply shocking
because they benefit a regime that
has chosen a kind of repression
that the UN rights council has
repeatedly said constitutes crimes
against humanity ... We con-
demn these violations and call on
Iran and Syria to comply with secu-
rity council resolutions.”

Iran is barred from exporting
munitions or weapons under
council resolutions adopted in
2007 and 2010.

An unnamed Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guards officer has denied
the accusation but said that
Tehran would aid Syria if attacked
by external forces.

A Russian ship, allegedly car-
rying arms, may have docked and
unloaded the materiel at a Syrian
port before proceeding to Turkey.

The expatriate Syrian National
Council and the Free Syrian Army
have have held talks on restruc-
turing the army to “allow for rapid
deployment”™ and streamline
recruitment.
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)
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The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

SYRIA

HomsMP
defies Assad
todefect

A Syrian MP has fled the
country to join the
opposition against
President Bashar al-
Assad, saying the people
are suffering sweeping
human rights violations.

Imad Ghalioun, who
represents Homs, said
the city, which has been
one of the most active in
the uprising against Mr
Assad’s rule, is a disaster
after months of being a
focus of the regime’s
fierce crackdown.

“The Syrian people
are living their worst
period,” Mr Ghalioun
said, from Egypt. AP
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Jane's Defence Weekly (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Assad defiant as
crackdown on
rebels continues

JEREMY BINNIE JDW Middle East/Africa Editor

LONDON

Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad gave a defiant speech
in Damascus on 10 January,
saying the suppression of the
10-month uprising against his
rule would continue.

Assad promised reforms, but
said they would do nothing to
stop rebels and a vaguely defined
international conspiracy from
trying to destabilise Syria. “There
will be no compromise with
terrorism ... no compromise with
those who conspire with foreign-
ers against their country,” he
said. He also criticised the Arab
League, describing it as a tool of
Syria’s foreign enemies.

Syria signed an agreement
with the Arab League in Decem-
ber that committed it to ending
its heavy-handed response to the
uprising and agreed to the de-
ployment of a team of observers.

Nevertheless the violence
has continued and the US has
claimed that the Syrian military
has not withdrawn from popu-
lated areas as agreed. “We’re still
seeing all kinds of regime arms

@ Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad has said he will
continue to suppress what he
described as ‘terrorism’

® The US and Israeli militaries
expect the Syrian regime to be
toppled by the uprising

and weapons in residential neigh-
bourhoods,” US Department

of State spokesperson Victoria
Nuland said on 9 January.

There is a growing consensus
that Assad’s days are numbered.
Israel Defence Force (IDF) chief
Lieutenant General Benny Gantz
told a parliamentary committee
on 10 January that he expected
the Syrian regime to fall.

He added that the IDF was pre-
paring to resettle members of the
Alawi minority that dominates
the Syrian regime in the dis-
puted Golan Heights: a move that
would likely result in continued
tensions between Israel and any
future government in Damascus.

General Martin Dempsey, the
chairman of the US Joint Chiefs
of Staff, made similar comments
in December. “We’re trying to
think ahead about what it will
mean to the people when the
regime in Syria changes, as we
think it will,” he told reporters.

Meanwhile, the Syrian gov-
ernment still has international
support. In what was widely seen
as a show of solidarity, a Russian
naval task force led by the aircraft
carrier Admiral Kuznetsov arrived
in the Syrian port of Tartus on 7
January. Russia described the vis-
it as a scheduled refuelling stop
rather than a political gesture.

Tartus is a convenient port for
the Russian navy as it has a per-
manent presence there, but the
carrier could have docked else-
where if Moscow did not want to
appear supportive of Syria.ll

Admiral Kuznetsov visited Syria
between 7-10 January in what
Russia described as a scheduled
refuelling stop.
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Le Journal du Québec (Canada)

La pression et
le ton montent

DAMAS | (AFP) Deux groupes de 1I'op-
position politique et militaire au président
syrien Bachar al-Assad ont accentuée leur
pression en annoncant hier leur collabora-
tion, le secrétaire général de I'ONU, Ban
Ki-moon, sommant le Conseil de sécurite,
divise sur le dossier syrien, d’agir.

« La situation a atteint un point inaccep-
table. J'espére sincérement que le Conseil
de sécurité traitera cette crise d'une ma-
niéere sérieuse et cohérente », a dit le secre-
taire général lors d’'une conférence de
presse a Abou Dhabi, en marge d'un som-
met sur 'énergie.

De son cote, le
Conseil national sy-
rien (CNS), qui ras-
semble les princi-
- paux courants de
T'opposition, a expli-
"': qué avoir mis en
=\ place avec I'’Armeée

~ syrienne libre
fom / (ASL), constituée de
3

déserteurs, « un bu-
reau de liaison et un
téléephone rouge
afin de suivre les deé-
: veloppements sur le
o plan politique et sur

le terrain ».
Lors d'une reu-

PHOTO LES ARCHIVES Thion, dans la nuit de
M Bachar Al-Assad samedi a dimanche,

des responsables
des deux groupes ont évoque « la restructu-
ration des unités de ’ASL et I’édification
d'une structure moderne et souple (...) qui
permettra de déployer rapidement des uni-
tes militaires et d’accueillir le nombre
croissant d’officiers et soldats » déser-
teurs, selon un communiqué du CNS.

La Syrie est secouée depuis le 15 mars
par une révolte contre le régime du préesi-
dent Assad, qui a envoye ses troupes, assis-
tées par des milices, dans les villes rebelles
pour tenter de faire taire la contestation,
faisant au moins 5 000 morts selon une es-
timation de I'ONU début déecembre.

Devant cette répression, de nombreux
soldats ont déserté et rejoint I'ASL, qui re-
vendique 40 000 combattants. Ses opéra-
tions contre I'armee reguliere et les forces
de sécurité ont déja fait des dizaines de
morts.
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La Presse (Canada)

[ échec de la Ligue arabe

Ebranlés par le Printemps arabe, ses dirigeants
avaient accepté avec réticence la mission de paix en Syrie

e JOCELYN
COULON
Lauteur
= e (j.coulone@
't ~ | umontreal.ca)

est directeur
du Réseau
francophone de

A k
- recherche sur

les opérations de paix, associé au

CERIUM.

C’était écrit: bien encadrée
par le pouvoir et méprisée par
l'opposition, la mission de la
Ligue arabe en Syrie visant a
faire cesser les violences est
un échec. A tel point d-ailleurs
que le riche et influent émir
du Qatar appelle maintenant
a une intervention militaire
pour «arréter la tuerie ».

La Ligue arabe n’a jamais
rien fait d’utile. En 1979, elle
a méme suspendu I"Egypte
pendant 10 ans parce que ce
pays avait osé signer la paix
avec Israél. Elle a été incapable
d’éviter une guerre criminelle
américaine contre l’Irak en
2003 et encore moins d’empé-
cher le président soudanais,
aujourd’hui inculpé par la Cour
pénale internationale, de mas-
sacrer son peuple au Darfour.

Les dirigeants arabes — véri-
tables propriétaires de ces
pays — qui siegent a la Ligue
tremblent a la moindre mani-
festation de rue. Ils veulent
conserver leur pouvoir et sont
préts a tout pour y arriver.
Ebranlés par le Printemps
arabe ou plusieurs de leurs
collegues tortionnaires ont
été balayés, ils ont accepté en
novembre dernier avec beau-
coup de réticence l’envoi d’'une
mission de paix en Syrie.

La mission a pour objectif
d’observer la situation et de
faciliter la cessation des vio-
lences, la libération de déte-
nus, le retrait de l'armée des
villes et la libre circulation
dans le pays des observateurs
arabes et de la presse.

Le chef de la mission, un géne-
ral soudanais ami du président
inculpé par la CPI, avait affirmé
le 26 décembre pouvoir dire en
une semaine si toutes les parties
— le régime de Damas et l'oppo-
sition — respectaient le mandat
de la mission. 1l y a 10 jours,
le général a déposé un premier
rapport, et la Ligue arabe, visi-
blement satisfaite «des progres»,
a décidé la poursuite et le renfor-
cement de la mission.

Le régime syrien va
tomber, cest certain, mais
comment? La Ligue arabe
n'y jouera aucun rdle tant
elle est discréditée.

Malheureusement pour
elle, tout dérape depuis. De
20 a 40 personnes sont tuées
quotidiennement en Syrie, et
les journalistes étrangers sont
devenus des cibles. Des obser-
vateurs ont claqué la porte en
déclarant qu’ils « pensaient
servir le régime syrien [...] et
lui donner une plus grande
chance de continuer a tuer ».

Pendant ce temps, sur la scene
diplomatique internationale,
disons charitablement que c’est
le cirque. Vendredi dernier, le
chef de la Ligue arabe a affirmé

redouter une «guerre civile» en
Syrie tout en déclarant sans rire
qu’«il n’y a assurément aucun
doute que le rythme des morts
violentes a baissé grace a la pré-
sence des observateurs », contre-
disant un haut responsable de
I’ONU qui affirmait exactement
le contraire devant le Conseil de
sécurité.

Samedi, les Etats-Unis ont
accusé l'Iran de vendre des
armes a la Syrie alors qu’un
navire russe a mis le cap sur la
Syrie et que Moscou a promis
de maintenir ses ventes. Enfin,
dimanche, I’émir du Qatar,
n‘attendant méme pas le dépot
jeudi d’un autre rapport de la
mission et un nouveau som-
met arabe dimanche prochain,
s’est dit favorable a l'envoi de
troupes arabes en Syrie afin de
mettre fin a la tuerie. Le scéna-
rio libyen, appuyé et financé
par le Qatar, serait-il mainte-
nant sur les rails?

Apres 40 ans de tyrannie, le
régime syrien n‘a que ce qu’il
mérite, méme si on ne peult
¢carter la main de puissances
occidentales dans le déroule-
ment de la révolte actuelle. Ce
régime va tomber, c’est certain,
mais comment? La Ligue arabe
n’y jouera aucun role tant elle
est discréditée. Une intervention
militaire étrangere est une lubie.

Alors les Syriens, du moins
ceux opposés au régime,
devront lutter ferme. Et selon le
premier général syrien a avoir
rompu avec le régime, «il fau-
dra encore plus d’'un an pour
renverser le président en raison
de la loyauté et du suréqui-
pement de membres du clan»
au pouvoir. On n’a pas fini
d’entendre parler de la Syrie.
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Eleven more killed in Syria

Some prisoners freed after Assad proclaims amnesty ® Arab
foreign ministers to discuss the future of monitors next week

* By ALISTAIR LYON

BEIRUT (Reuters) — Eleven
people were Killed in Syria
on Monday in a 10-month-
old struggle between Presi-
dent Bashar Assad and his
foes that a peace plan mon-
itored by Arab observers
has failed to quench.

Arab foreign ministers
will meet on Sunday to dis-
cuss the future of the mis-
sion sent last month to
check if Syria is abiding by
the agreement it accepted
November 2.

The Arab plan required
Syria to halt the blood-

shed, withdraw the mili-
tary from cities, free
detainees and hold a dia-
logue.

Hundreds of people have
been reported Kkilled in
Syria even since the moni-
tors deployed on Decem-
ber 26 as pro-Assad forces
try to crush peaceful
protests and armed resist-
ance to his rule.

Random gunfire from
pro-Assad militiamen
killed five, including a
woman, and wounded
nine in the restive city of
Homs, the British-based
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

It said five soldiers were
killed when they tried to
change sides during a clash
with rebels in the north-
western province of Idlib,

adding that 15 soldiers had
succeeded in defecting.

The state news agency
SANA said an “armed ter-
rorist group” had shot dead
Brig.-Gen. Muhammad
Abdul-Hamid al-Awad and
wounded his driver in the
countryside near Damas-
cus.

The latest violence erupt-
ed a day after UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon told
Assad to “stop Kkilling your
people.”

Assad’s harsh response to
the wuprising has Kkilled
more than 5,000 people, by
a UN count. The Syrian
authorities say 2,000 mem-
bers of the security forces
have also been Kkilled. The
deaths of 32 civilians and
soldiers were reported on
Sunday.

The head of the Arab
monitoring mission is due
to report to an Arab League
committee on Thursday
before Arab foreign minis-
ters gather to consider their
next step on Syria.

Qatar, which heads the
committee, has suggested
Arab troops step in, an idea
that is anathema to Damas-
cus, and which Arab
nations such as lIraq,
Lebanon and Algeria are
likely to oppose.

The League could also refer
Syria to the UN Security
Council if it concludes that its
own peace effort has failed.

The council has been par-
alyzed so far because Russia
and China oppose any reso-
lution that could lead to
UN sanctions or Western

military action against
Syria.
There is little Western

appetite for any Libya-style
intervention. The United

States, the European
Union, Turkey and the Arab
League have announced

economic sanctions against
Syria.

On Sunday, Assad pro-
claimed the latest of several
amnesties for “crimes”
committed during the
uprising and some prison-
ers were later freed in the
presence of Arab monitors
in Damascus.

Kinan al-Shami, of the
Syrian Revolution Coordi-
nation Union, said hun-
dreds of detainees appeared
to have been released, but
they represented only a
fraction of at least 40,000
people he said had been
jailed without charge since

March, many of whom
have been held in secret
police buildings or
makeshift prisons.

Among  those freed,
Shami said, was Syrian

actor Jalal al-Tawil who was
shot and captured while
trying to flee to Jordan two
weeks ago. He had earlier
been beaten in a Damascus
protest.
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Assad, who retains the
support of core military
units, is backed by his own
Alawite minority as well as
some minority Christians
and some majority Sunni
who fear chaos, civil war
and the rise of Islamists if
he is toppled.

The northern commercial
city of Aleppo, like central
parts of the capital Damas-
cus, has mostly escaped the
turmoil, but security forces
stormed Aleppo University
campus overnight in pur-
suit of students who staged
an anti-Assad protest on
Friday.

Activists said dozens of
students were beaten in the
raid in which students who
belong to a pro-Assad mili-
tia also took part.

Aleppo residents say big
Sunni merchants in the city
still support Assad, and that
the authorities have also
recruited Sunni tribesmen
from the countryside to
patrol the streets.

The president, 46, who
appeared in public twice in
as many days last week, is
eager to show that his peo-
ple love him.

SANA reported on Sunday
that a 10-km.-long letter,
which it billed as the
world’s longest, was being
written and signed by Syri-
ans across the country as a
“message of loyalty to the
homeland and its leader.”
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Calls mount for U.N. action on Syria stalemate

BEIRUT: Western diplomats dis-
missed a new Russian draft resolution
on the Syria crisis distributed Monday
at the U.N. Security Council, as calls
mounted for the U.N. to step in to take
decisive action on the increasingly

listen to his people.” urging the Secu-
rity Council to act on a situation which
has reached an “unacceptable stage.”
1 hope the U.N. Security Council
handles Syria in a coherent manner
and with a sense of gravity,” but did
not recommend any specific action.

dcs(eerutc Syria stalemate.
“laiming a peace plan monitored

“The casualties have reached such
an unacceptable stage we cannot let the
situation continue this way,” Ban said.

Arab foreign ministers will meet
Sunday to discuss the future of the
Arab League mission sent last month
to check 1f Syria was abiding by the

agreement it accepted on Nov. 2.

The Arab League's plan required
Syria to halt the bloodshed. withdraw
the military from cities, free detainees
and hold dialogue with the opposition.

About 200 Ara . ;

by Arab observers has failed to douse
a 10-month-old struggle between
President Bashar Assad and his foes,
the renegade Free Syrian Army urged
the Arab League to step aside and let
the U.N. handle the crisis in Syria.

In a statement signed by Free Syri-
an Army leader Riyad al-Asaad, it
called on the 22-member bloc to
“quickly transfer the case of Syria to
the UN. Security Council "

The statement, sent to AFP in
Nicosia, appealed to the international
community to “act quickly against the
regime through Chapter 7 of the UN,
charter to maintain peace™ in Syria.

The Syrian Free Army is made up of
deserters and says it has 40,000 troops
stationed in neighboring Turkey. And,
inasign of increasing coordination and
support for a militarized opposition
force. the umbrella group The Syrian
National Council said in a statement it
had set up a liaison office and a hotline
with the SFA to follow political devel-
opments on the ground.

Earlier, U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon in Abu Dhabi reiterated
a call for Assad to “stop killing, and

are working in Syria to verify whether the government is abiding by its agree-
ment to end the military crackdown on dissent, but so far they appear to have
made little impact.

Adding to criticism of the initiative, the leader of Qatar, Sheik Hamad bin
Khalifa zti-Thuni. was quoted Sunday as saying Arab troops should be sent to
Syria to stop the deadly crackdown — the first statements by an Arab leader call-
ing for the deployment of troops inside Syria.

An Arab League official said Monday that Qatar has not made any proposals
to the League to send troops. The official cautioned that the only Arab nation that
could have potentially sent troops to Syria would have been Egypt. due to the size
of its army and its historic ties with Syria, but that this is not likely to happen.

The Egyptian military is tied down in its own nation’s turmoil since the ouster
of longtime President Hosni Mubarak last February. Egyptian troops are also
under increasing pressure to safeguard Egypt’s sensitive borders with Israel, the
Gaza Strip, Libya and Sudan.

The League official spoke on condition of anonymity.

The new Russian resolution was circulated as Germany again complained
about the slow pace of talks, but diplomats said there is no apparent change in
the Russian position opposing any strong U.N. action against President Bashar
Assad’s crackdown on protests which has left upwards of 5,000 people dead.

“Itis high time for the council to have serious negotiations,” a spokesman for
Germany's U.N. mission said. stressing how there have been no talks among all
15 members of the council on a Syria resolution for more than three weeks.

Russia and China vetoed a European resolution on Syria in October calling
for a move by Western nations toward regime change in Syria.

Russia proposed its own resolution in December but Britain, France, Ger-
many and the United States have said the text is not acceptable because it puts
opposition violence on the same level as the government’s assault.

Activists reported 12 people were killed across the country in continued vio-
lence Monday. Random gunfire by pro-Assad militiamen killed five people,
including a woman, and wounded nine in the restive city of Homs, the British-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said. A sniper later shot dead a 16-
year-old girl there, it added. It said five soldiers were Killed when they tried to
change sides during a clash with rebels in the northwestern province of Idlib,
adding that 15 soldiers had succeeded in defecting.

Meanwhile, a member of Syria’s parliament reportedly fled the country to
join the opposition, saying the Syrian people are suffering sweeping human
rights violations.

Imad Ghalioun, who represents the central city of Homs, told Al-Arabiya TV
that the city is a disaster after months of being a focus of the regime’s fierce
crackdown. - The Daily Star, with agencies
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A member of the Free Syrian Army stands guard during a patrol in the western border town of Zabadani.
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Monitors face a challenging task

THEY HAVE TO VERIFY WILDLY DIVERGENT VERSIONS OF EVENTS UNDER PERILOUS CONDITIONS

BY ALEXANDRA Zavis
Zabadani, Syria When observ-
ers from the Arab League
drove into this mountain
town in southwestern Syria,
a hotbed of dissent against
President Bashar Al Assad,
they received a hero's wel-
come. Residents mobbed the
observers' car, clamoured to
tell of their plight, and car-
ried one of them away on
their shoulders in celebra-
tion. But just hours later, the
five League representatives
sped 2 v under a hail of
bullets. It was impossible to
determine who was doing
the shooting.

The episode on Sunday
was a rare glimpse into the
contlict that is threatening
to plunge Syria into civil war,
and the challenges faced by
about 160 monitors who are
trying to verify wildly diver-
gent versions of events un-
der dangerous conditions.

Opposition activists and
some monitors have de-
clared the mission a failure,
saying it was not given the
time, the resources or the
independence to determine
whether the government is
fulfilling its pledge to end a
military crackdown.

Town under siege

In better times, Zabadani
vas famous for its cherry,
apricot and apple orchards,
and for the gracious summer
homes built by members of
the Syrian elite and wealthy
visitors from the Gulf. R
dents said that on F
curity forces surrounded the
town and began pummel-
ling them with tank rounds
and gunfire. “Kids are dying
here and we can't take them
to the hospital,” one man
said on Sunday. “We've been
three days without electric-
ity or water.”

The five monitors, includ-
ing representatives from
the UAE, Kuwait and Qatar,
were dispatched to investi-
gate what was happening.
Syrian officials, who are re-
sponsible for the mission’s
security, informed the team
that explosive devices had
been found on the road to

With these

things, we

never know
if it’s a real threat or
they are just trying
to keep us away.”

An Arab League observer

Zabadani and urged them
not to go. If the observers
insisted, they said, their
security escort could not
accompany them into the
town, which residents ac-
knowledge is defended by
military defectors fighting
under the banner of the Free
Syrian Army.

It was not the first time

they were presented with
such a choice, the observ-
ers said. In some
they decided against a vi
it. This time, they said they
would see how far they
could get on their own.
/ith these things, we
never know if it’s a real
threat or they are just trying
to keep us away," one said.

They set off from Damas-
cus in a convoy full of armed
security force members.
Less than half an hour from
the capital, they entered an
1 that looked and felt like
a front line in a war. The
road emptied of traffic and
checkpoints dotted the w
Outside Zabadani, the secu
rity escort peeled off.

Fleeing families
As they got closer, the
monitors came across fami-
lies flecing on foot and in
cars. Asked whether there
was trouble ahead, a woman
inablack coat snapped back,
“If there weren't rrnublu we
wouldn't be escapin;
The town appeared eerily
deserted until the observ-
ers turned down a narrow
street dubbed ‘Free Syria'
in bold black graffiti on a
wall. Young men raced into
the road to clear away an
improvised checkpoint and
lead the vehicles to a small
square where hundreds of
people were waiting for

Documenting evidence
A delegate from the Arab League observer mission speaks with some of the prisoners who were freed from Adra Prison
on the outskirts of Damascus on Sunday. Some monitors have declared the mission a failure, saying it was not given the
independence to determine whether the government is fulfilling its pledge to end a military crackdown.

them. The crowd erupted
in cheers and chants. Fran-
tic men and women sur-
rounded the vehicles, ea-
ger to tell their stories,
Residents said security
forces had killed 14 people,
injured 350 and detained
568 in a town of about
30,000 people since March.
¥ l“ now, they are around

r-old

“They only left because
of you and after an hour,
they will be back.

Leading the monitors
to the edge of the town,
they pointed down a road
where six armoured vehi-
cles could be seen in the

distance. Go and look, they
said, the security forces are
hiding tanks in the bushes.
When the observers de-
murred and said they need-
\'\i to ll'.'l\‘k'. k‘l\‘l“l‘"(h 0"('1&.‘
crowd started kicking and
stoning their vehicle.
Afraid their car was
about to be overturned,
the observers sped off into
the no man’s land between
the town and the govern-
ment checkpoint. Th
proached carefully, w:
their orange vests in the air
before getting too close to
the government forces.
After several anxious mo-
ments, they were waved
forward, but then told there

were suspicious wires in the
road ahead and they could
¢o no farther. Some raised
their guns and chanted,
“Bashar, we sacrifice our
souls and blood for you.”

Eruption of gunfire

When they were finally
led away by an armoured
carrier, there was an erup-
tion of gunfire. Bullets
zinged past the car, but it
was not clear where they
were coming from or who
was the intended target.
Another tank rolled by,
headed to Zabadani.

By the time the members
of the team reached their
hotel, residents were call-
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ing their cellphones to
port that the town was being
shelled. One observer said it
felt as though the whole epi-
sode had been staged, but he
could not say by whom. Did
the townspeople push them
forward to provide cover for
an attack by the Free Syrian
Army? Or, were the suun(\
forces using them ex-
cuse to send in the arn

— Los Angeles Times

ON THE WEB

> For updates and other articles
onunrest in Syria visit
www.gulfnews.com
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UN chief urges Security
Council to act on Syria

ABU DHABI — UN Secretary Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon on Monday ap-
pealed to the Security Council to
act with “seriousness” on Syria,
where he said the situation has
become “unacceptable.”

“The situation has reached an
unacceptable point,” Ban told re-
porters on the sidelines of an en-
ergy summit in Abu Dhabi.

“Isincerely hope that the Secu-
rity Council will handle this in a
sense of seriousness and gravity
and in a coherent manner.

“I've been urging and appealing
to President (Bashar) Al Assad to
stop killing... and to listen to his
own people,” he said.

“Leaders should always be con-
nected with the people. When a
leader is disconnected from the
reality and from the people, then
this situation is inevitable,” he
added of 10 months of deadly
protests against Assad’s regime.

Ban said he hoped the UN
would act coherently, acknowl-
edging differences of opinion on
how to address the situation in
Syria. “It is important that the
United Nations speaks and acts in
a coherent manner,” he said.

“We cannot let this situation
continue like this.” “I highly ap-
preciate and commend the efforts
by the league of Arab states, by
dispatching monitors and engag-

Ban Ki-moon — KT photo

ing in discussions with President
Assad,” he said.
“I sincerely hope they will be
able to carry on,” he added.
Meanwhile, the political and
military opposition to Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar Al Assad announced
on Monday they have set up a
hotline to coordinate their ac-
tion, as foreign and internal
pressure mounts on his regime.
A member of Syria’s parliament
meanwhile has left the country to
join the opposition against Assad’s
regime, saying the people are suf-
fering human rights violations.
Meanwhile, eleven more people
were Killed in fresh violence in
Syria. — Agencies
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Military intervention shou
be the last resort for Syria

' Syria

-

he seas are getting chop-

pier, but the tide has yet to

turn. As the Syrian uprising

enters a new calendar year,
and with around 6,000 bodies now
buried because of it, a political so-
lution seems more elusive than
ever. Each passing day makes one
less likely.

The uncertainty is crippling, and
is making Syrian society choppier.
The country is becoming more
dangerous: the last few weeks have
brought explosions to the centre of
Damascusandanapparentsuicide
bombing.

The attacks have spooked Syr-
ians, wary of their once-safe coun-
try becoming a hotbed of sectarian
strife. (Those who blame the Assad
regime in some way for the terror-
ist attacks suggest that this fear
is precisely what the government
wants.)

The rumoured killings of Alawites
-~ the Shia sect to which President
Bashar Al Assad and many of his
key supporters belong - in Homs
can be explained by the predomi-
nance of Alawites in the military-
security apparatus. But Christians,
who make up 10 per cent of the
population, fear that they would
be nextif sectarian strife grips the
country.

At the same time, the protests
are becoming more dangerous.
Clashes between the army and
defectors from it are becoming

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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more frequent. The line between
anarmed insurgency and peaceful
mass protest is growing harder to
delineate - a phenomenon entirely
due to the brutality with which the
Assad regime has sought to quell
the unrest.

But the tide has yet to turn deci-
sively against the president. Mr Al
Assad remains defiant and many,
perhaps a majority, of Syrians are
still cautious, willing to watch and
see.

This was just how Tripoli re-
mained under the control of Mua-
mmar Qaddafi for so long after the
uprising began: fearing the reper-
cussions of choosing the wrong
side, many residents were reluc-
tant to rise up until the rebels en-
tered the city.

The international response has so
far failed to quell the army’s brutal-
ity, failed to offer protesters a safe
haven and failed to convinee Mr Al
Assad to take a way out.

It is in this context that the idea
of military intervention has resur-
faced. Arguments over the use of
foreign militaries to affect regime
change have circulated since the
dark days of 2003, when Syria was
partof the domino chain that many
claimed would inevitability be top-
pled post-Saddam Hussein.

But now even Arab leaders are
mooting it. This week the Emir of
Qatar suggested that Arab troops
could end the bloodshed.

Military intervention seems like
a bold decision; its use has been
partly rehabilitated by the experi-
ence of Libya, and the Arab Spring
has offered several opportunities
where intervention might have
been tried in the name of safe-
guarding citizens.

Yet military intervention has a
way of spiralling out of control.
Whetheritisan Arab army march-
ing through the streets of Damas-
cus (and which Arab army would
that be? Under whose command?)
or Nato planes bombing Syrians,
intervention is bloody and brutal.

In Syria, intervention could not
be clean and would not be quick.
Therefore itis essential every other
possible step be first exhausted.

There are few good options in Syr-
ia; the road to intervention might
one day need to be walked. But not
yet. For now, as tempting as itis to
argue fora big, quick solution, Syr-
ians would be better served by a se-
ries of smaller ones.

In particular, a three-pronged ap-
proach involving Syrian civil soci-
ety, the Free Syrian Army (FSA) and
the Syrian National Council (SNC),
combined with external pressure
fromthe Arabs, Turkey and Russia,
offers the best chance of a mini-
mally bloody solution.

When Mr Al Assad said, in a tel-
evision interview last week, that
“the majority of Syrian people are
in the middle”, he described the
situation accurately. The SNC and
the FSA need towiden the group of
peoplewho believe thereis a better
alternative to MrAl Assad’s rule.

The SNC are not doing enough
to convince Syrians they can guar-
antee a stable, orderly transition.
The political squabbling so far has

beenat best undignified, at worst a
dereliction of duty. Members of the
Counciloften talkasif theyare pre-
paring to lead the country, when
in fact they can only ever lead a
transition. Post-Assad, Syrians will
need to choose theirleaders, not be
led by a group of people who have
spent many years outside their
country.

The second plank is the Free Syr-
ian Army. As the ranks of army de-
serters swell, the announcement
this week that a senior officer has
defected to Turkey and will lead
a military council to encourage
more defections is positive. Defec-
tions will weaken the basis of Mr
Al Assad’s ability to repress and
remain the swiftest way to weaken
his power.

The third plank is civil society.
A countrywide general strike last
month was supported mainly out-
side of Aleppo and Damascus, the
centres of Mr Al Assad’s rule. But
this tactic’s power lies in demon-
strating the extend to which the
president has lost control of the
country.

None of these, by themselves, will
be able to deliver a knockout blow
to Mr Al Assad, who, it is clear, in-
tends tofight to the bitter end.

But together, they may convince
enough Syrians within the country
and enough supporters without
(especially Russia and China) that
MrAlAssad’s rule must end.

Such a path may yet avoid the
bloodshed of intervention, a last
resort that has brought immeas-
urable harm to countries west and
cast of Damascus.

it falyafai@thenational.ae
9 Follow on Twitter: @FaisalAlYafai
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

11 MORE KILLED IN SYRIA
DESPITE ARAB MONITORS

Random gunfire from pro-Assad militiamen killed five people, including a woman, and wounded
nine in the restive city of Homs, the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said. The
SANA news agency said Brigadier-General Mohammed Abdul-Hamid al-Awad was shot dead

Eleven civilians were killed in Syria and
a brigadier was assassinated on Mon-
day in violence that has not abated
despite an Arab peace plan monitored by Arab
League observers. Arab League foreign minis-
ters will meet on Sunday to discuss the future of
the mission sent last month to check if Svria is
abiding by the Arab plan it accepted on Nowv. 2.
The plan required Syria to halt the blood-
shed, withdraw the military from cities, free
detainees and hold a dialogue. Hundreds of
people have been reported killed in Syria even
since the monitors deploved on Dec. 26 as
forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad try to
crush peaceful protests that began 10 months
ago, as well as armed resistance to his rule.
Random gunfire from pro-Assad militia-
men killed five people, including a woman, and
wounded nine in the restive city of Homs, the
British-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said. The state news agency SANA said
an “armed terrorist group” had shot dead Brig-
adier-General Mohammed Abdul-Hamid al-
Awad and wounded his driver in the country-
side near Damascus. The latest violence erupted
aday after UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
told Assad to “stop killing your people.”
Assad’s harsh response to the upris-
ing has killed more than 5,000 people, by a
UN count. The Syrian authorities say 2,000
members of the security forces have also been
killed. The deaths of 32 civilians and soldiers
were reported on Sunday.

‘Stop killing your people’
“Today, I say again to President Assad of Syria:
stop the violence, stop killing your people. The
path of repression is a dead end,” Ban told a
conference in Lebanon on Sunday.

Syrian legislator
joins opposition

A member of Syria's parliament has left
the country to join the opposition against
President Bashar Assad’s regime, saying
the Syrian people are suffering sweeping
human rights violations. Imad Ghalioun,
who represents the central city of Homs,
told Al-Arabiya TV that the city, which has
been one of the most restive in the uprie-
ing against Assad’s rule since March, is a
disaster after months of being a focus of
the regime’s fierce crackdown.

“The Syrian people are living their
worst period,” Ghalioun said late on Sun-
day from Egypt. “The people of Homs
are under siege and the city is disaster-
stricken,” he said. “There is no electric-
ity, piles of garbage fill the streets ...
The sounds of shelling all night terrify
children.” He added that there are many
legislators who support the uprising but
have not said so publicly. Thousands of
people have been killed in the govern-
ment’s crackdown on a 10-month-old
uprising, which has turned increasingly
militarized in recent months with a grow-
ing risk of civil war. Beirut AP

The head of the Arab monitoring mission
is due to report to an Arab League comumittee
on Thursday, ahead of a wider meeting of Arab
foreign ministers to consider their next step on
Syria. Qatar, which heads the League commit-
tee on Syria, has suggested Arab troops step in
to stop the killing, an idea which is anathema
to Danascus and which several Arab countries,
including Iraq, Lebanon and Algeria, are likely
to oppose. An Arab representative to the Cairo-
based League said it had received no formal
proposal for such military intervention.

The League also has the option of referring
Syria to the UN Security Council, which has so
far failed to take any action due to opposition
from Russia and China to any resolution that
could lead to UN sanctions or Western military
action. There is little Western appetite for any
Libya-style intervention. The United States, the
European Union, Turkey and the Arab League
have announced economic sanctions against
Syria. Assad proclaimed an amnesty on Sun-
day for “crimes” conunitted during the uprising
and some detainees were later freed in the pres-
ence of Arab monitors in Damascus. Kinan al-
Shami, of the Syrian Revolution Coordination
Union, said hundreds of detainees appeared to
have been released, but they represented only
a fraction of at least 40,000 people he said had
been jailed without charge since March, many
of whom have been held in secret police build-
ings or makeshift prisons. Among those freed,
Shami said, was Syrian actor Jalal al-Tawil who
was shot and captured while trying to flee to
Jordan two weeks ago. He had earlier been
beaten in a Damascus protest.

Assad has issued several amnesties in re-
cent months, but opposition groups say thou-
sands of people remain behind bars and many
have been tortured or abused, with some killed
in custody. The movement to end more than
four decades of Assad family rule began with
largely peaceful demonstrations, but after
months of violence by the security forces, army
deserters and insurgents started to fight back,
prompting fears of civil war. Assad, who retains
the support of core military units, is backed
by his own Alawite minority as well as some
minority Christians and some majority Sunni
Muslims who fear chaos, civil war and the rise
of militancy if he is toppled. Beirut Reuters / AP
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China Daily (Chine / China)

SYRIAN PRISONERS RELEASED

PHOTO BY BASSEM TELLAWI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Arab League observers wearing orange vests oversee the release of Syrian prisoners
carrying their belongings as they leave Adra Prison on the north-east outskirts of
Damascus, Syria, on Saturday. Syrias state news agency SANA said President Bashar
al-Assad has granted a general amnesty for crimes committed during the unrest of
the past 10 months. SANA said the amnesty issued on Sunday covers those who
have peacefully demonstrated, those who have carried unlicensed weapons and
those who hand over their weapons to authorities before the end of January.
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