Moskau macht
der “humanitaren” lllusion
in Syrien en Ende
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Die Pressekonferenz des russischen Aufsenministers Sergey Lavrov, iiber die Bilanz
der russischen Diplomatie in 2011, war die Gelegenheit, das Internationale Recht in
Erinnerung zu bringen. Was Syrien betrifft, hat der Minister wiederholt, dass Moskau
dem Sicherheitsrat keine Aggression erlauben werde, und auch keine Sanktionen, und
dass er weiterhin mit Damaskus Handel treiben werde. Der Sprechfiihrer des
chinesischen Aufenministeriums, Liu Weimin, hat den Beobachtern der arabischen
Liga seine Unterstiitzung zugesagt und erkldrt, das ihre Anwesenheit wohltuend sei.

Wenn die Standfestigkeit Russlands mit Empathie von der deutschen und
vatikanischen Presse empfangen wird, ist sie von dem Rest der europdischen Presse
missverstanden, die darauf beharrt, Kriegstrommeln zu schlagen, indem sie die
,, humanitdre Dringlichkeit* vorgibt, und vorzieht, neue, von der Europdischen Union
einseitig beschlossene Sanktionen zu bearbeiten.

* Im Le Figaro behauptet Georges Malbrunot, dass Offiziere der Republikanischen
syrischen Wache in Teheran ausgebildet wiirden. Damit widerspricht der Autor seinen
eigenen, vorher gesagten Anschuldigungen, nach denen die iranischen
Revolutionswirter nach Syrien gekommen wiren, um die Demonstrationen zu
bekdmpfen.

* Der Financial Times Deutschland meint, dass die Vorkommnisse in Syrien in 2011
eine 2%ige Rezession gebracht hitten. Das Wall Street Journal hat iiber die Art
geforscht, mit der Russland und Iran, Syrien erlauben, das einseitige, von der EU und
den USA fiir Ol und Waffen verhingte Embargo zu umgehen. Wie auch immer, laut
Daily Star aus Beirut, hat das syrische Pfund betrdchtlich an Wert verloren. Mann
brauchte vorher 47 fiir einen Dollar. Heute braucht man 60 in den syrischen, und bis
71 in ausldandischen Banken.

» L’Orient-Le Jour sagt, dass die Ereignisse in Syrien das Wirtschaftswachstum im
Libanon zerstort haben. Es war vier Jahren lang im Mittel 8,3 %, bevor es auf 1,6% in
2011 zuriickging.

» Le Temps (Schweiz) veroffentlicht ein Gespriach mit Anouar Malek, Ex-Beobachter
der arabischen Liga, der vorgibt, Augenzeuge von Verbrechen zu sein, die von der
Assad-Regierung begangen wurden. Dieser Artikel ist erstaunlich, weil, nachdem H.

Voltairenet.org



Malek von einem Uberraschungsmoment profitiert hatte, er von der atlantischen
Presse selbst als zweifelhaftes Individuum bezeichnet wird.

* Michael Young erinnert im The National (Emirats), dass es drei Prizedenzfille fiir
arabische Militérinterventionen gegen oder in arabischen Staaten gidbe: das Ende des
libanesischen Biirgerkrieges, Operation Wiistensturm (Desertstorm), und vor Kurzem
den Krieg in Libyen. Er schliefit daraus, dass in Abwesenheit eines weiten Konsenses,
Operationen solcher Art die regionalen Spannungen verschérfen, statt sie zu lindern.
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Libération (France)

L J
France Télévisions ala
profonde tristesse d'annoncer
le déces brutal de

Gilles JACQUIER

grand reporter de France 2,

survenu le 11 janvier 2012en

Syrie, alors qu'il réalisaitun

reportage pour le magazine
"Envoyé Spécial ".

Rémy Pflimlin,
Présidentde
France Télévisions,
Thierry Thuillier,
Directeur général adjoint
encharge desrédactions,
les journalistes, ainsi que
1'ensemble des collaborateurs
dugroupes'associent ala
profonde douleur
desafamille.

La cérémonie religieuse aura
lieu vendredi 20 janvier a
14h30, enl'église de Bernex
(Haute-Savoie).

Un hommage serarendu ala
mémoire de Gilles JACQUIER,
lundi 23 janvier 2 15h30 au
Théatre éphémeérede la
Comeédie-Frangaise, a Paris.
o
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)

‘Nieuwe gevangenen
worden vaak een paar
dagen aan het plafond
gehangen, met stalen
handboeien. Ik heb men-
sen na een week naar
beneden zien komen.
Hun armen waren als
boter, of nat brood. |e zag
het bot er doorheen
komen.' Een geheim-
agent van de Syrische
Staatsveiligheid getuigt.

VAN ONZE VERSLAGGEVER" NADL) HOMS, SYFd

ij wil niet zeggen voor welk
onderdeel hijwerkt, wat zijn
rang is of waar hij precies van-
daan komt. Als er een camera
uit de tas komt, alleen een sil-
houet door het raam wordt hem beloofd,
maakt hij aanstalten om te vertrekken.

Maar revolutionairen in de schuilplaats,
nabij de opstandige stad Homs, staan voor
“Abu Majid is lid van de geheime
werkt stiekem voor ons.” “Ik heb
gezien hoe mijn collega's kinderen van 6
of 7 jaar doodsloegen omdat ze met hun
vader bij een demonstratie waren”, zegt
hij. “Ik moest wat doen.”

Abu Majid biedt een zeldzaam kijkje in
de keuken van de geheimzinnige Syrische
wveiligheidsdiensten, die sinds jaar en dag
alle subversie buitengewoon effectief de
kopindrukken en nu de repressie tegen
betogers leiden.

“Onze missie is koste wat het kostde
demonstraties te stoppen”, zegt hij.
Veiligheidsagenten openen het vuurop
demonstraties, sluipschutters zaaien ter-
reurin opstandige steden om mensen van
desstraat te houden, zegt Abu Majid, en
leden van de geheime politie executeren
militairen - vaak dienstplichtigen - voor de
ogen van hun collega's als ze weigeren op
betogers te schieten.

Zijn eigen eenheid is betrokken bij raz-
zia's in opstandige wijken. “Mijn orders
zijn duidelijk: “Als je een huis binnenvalt
en je hebt het gevoel dat mensen tegen de
president zijn, schiet je ze dood. Maak je
geen zorgen over de gevolgen, er gebeurt
je niets.” Geen enkel lid van zijn afdeling is
vervolgd sinds het begin van de opstan-
den, zegt hij.

Wel zijn er een aantal verdwijningen.
Omdat ze vragen stelden over de sluip-
schutterseenheden, die volgens Abu Majid
onafhankelijk opereren van de reguliere

weiligheidsdiensten en strikt verborgen
worden gehouden, of omdat een collega

ze aanweesals potentiéle overloper.

Abu Majid is dan ook doodnerveus. Hij
rookt de ene sigaret na de andere en wie-
beltheen en weer op de bank. “Wat ik doe
is levensgevaarlijk”, zegt hij. “Als ze mi)
pakken, zullen ze mijn vrouw en kinderen
vermoorden. En ik zal wensen dat ze mij
ookdoodden: ik heb gezien wat ze met
gevangenen doen.”

Hij vertelt hoe collega’s een vrouw voor
de ogen van haar man martelden om de
namen van andere activisten los te krijgen,
hoe agenten een oude man doodsloegen
omdat ze vermoedden dat hij bijeen
demonstratie betrokken was. Hij beschrijft
ook talloze martelingen van alledag, met

GEHEIMAGENT ABU MAJID:
Geef ons een
bufferzone, een plek
waar overlopers
heen kunnen, en
het hele systeem
valt uitelkaar

elektriciteit, stokken, zwepen, “Nieuwe
gevangenen worden vaak een paar dagen
aan het plafond gehangen, met stalen
handboeien. Ik heb mensen na een week
naar beneden zien komen. Hun armen
waren als boter, of nat brood. je zag het bot
erdoorheen komen.”

Andere overgelopen veiligheidsagenten
bevestigen dat de martelingen - hoewel
niet nieuw- enorm zijn toegenomen sinds
het begin van de opstand, en op internet
staan tientallen filmpjes van gruwelijk ver-
minkte lijken, volgens de makers zo afgele-
verd bij hun familieleden om een signaal
af te geven. Een recent rapport van Human
Rights Watch, dat 63 overlopers uit het
leger en inlichtingendiensten interviewde,
spreekt van een “enorme campagne van
willekeurige arrestatie en marteling van
gevangenen” sinds het begin van de
opstanden,

Als de veiligheidsdiensten niet bezig
zijn demonstranten te martelen, doen
ze volgens Abu Majid hun uiterste best
de waarnemers van de Arabische Liga
omdetuin te leiden. Zij zijn in $
toe te zien op de belofte van het regime
om xmrpen enzware wapens it de ste-
den terug te trekken.

M Een overgelopen soldaat van het Syrische leger. ‘Onze missie is om koste wat het kost de demonslmles te swppen' zegt Abu Majid.

Pantserwagens van het leger worden
blauw geverfd zodat ze voor politie kun-
nen doorgaan, zegt Abu Majid.
Honderden leden van zijn afdeling heb-
ben hun militaire 1D ingewisseld voor
een burgeridentificatie, en zijn in een
politie-uniform gehesen. Abu Majid
heeft eigenhandig borden met straatna-
men in opstandige steden omgewisseld,
zodat inspecteurs op zoek naar opstan-
dige wijken terecht komen in buurten
waar Assad-loyalisten in de meerderheid
zijn- en vervolgens te horen krijgen dat
alles oké is.

Gewetensnood

Maar het oppermachtige Syrische vei-
ligheidsapparaat begint scheuren te ver-
tonen. Volgens de inlichtingenman zijn
er steeds meer collega’s die uit gewe-
tensnood overwegen te viuchten, al zal
het besef bij sommigen dat het regime
op instorten staat toch ook een rol spe-
len bij de beslissing om eieren voor hun
geld te kiezen. Feitis dat we tijdens een
paar dagen in Syrié twee andere overge-
lopen leden tegenkomen die Abu
Majid's verhalen bevestigen.

Geheimagent van Syrische Staatsveiligheid gunt ons exclusieve kijk in interne keuken

‘Als ze tegen Assad zijn: gewoon
doodschieten, er gebeurt je niets’

“Van buiten lijken we sterk, maar van
binnen rotten we", zegt een van hen, die
onlangs zijn eenheid bij de machtige
Algemene Veiligheidsdienst verliet.
“Sommigen zijn loyaal, anderen hebben
bloed aan hun handen en kunnen niet
weg, maar veel van ons willen overlopen.”

Het probleem is dat ze nergens heen
kunnen, zegt deze man, en hij herhaalt
de mantra die activisten, overgelopen
militairen en veiligheidsagenten voort-
durend opdreunen: “Geef ons een buf-
ferzone, een plek waar overlopers heen
kunnen, en het hele systeem valt uit
elkaar.”

Tot het zover is blijft Abu Majid elke
dag zijn leven riskeren, nu aan de ande-
re kant van de strijd, heimelijk werkend
binnen de veiligheidsdiensten om het
verzet van informatie te voorzien. Als hij
zich eindelijk losworstelt uit het vraag-
gesprek, vragen we hem waar hij heen
gaat, “Naar huis®, zegt hij. En morgen?
“Naar mijn werk." Hij haalt zijn schou-
ders op. “En als God het wil, daarna ook
weer naar huis”

*Om veiligheidsredenen bilijft do naam van
de autour ongenoemd.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Jeudi 19 janvier 2012, #30, p. 4 / Thursday, January 19, #30, p. 4

Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Stormanover

aus Moskau

Russland halt trotz schlechter
Erfahrungen im Fall Libyens
an seiner Unterstiitzung des
Assad-Regimes in Syrien
fest. Bei den UN herrscht
Unmut tiber das Vorgehen
der russischen Diplomaten.

Von Reinhard Veser
und Andreas Ross

FRANKFURT, 18. Januar. In den Wo-
chen nach dem Sieg der libyschen Oppo-
sition vergangenes Jahr sah es fir kurze
Zeit so aus, als beginne in Moskau ein
Umdenken: Mit dem Sturz Gaddafis hat-
ten sowohl die Ol- und Gaswirtschaft als
auch die russische Ristungsindustrie ei-
nen wichtigen Kunden und Partner verlo-
ren. Die neven Machthaber in Tripolis
gaben offen zu versiehen, dass ssie nun
mit Unternehmen aus jenen Lindern zu-
sammenarbeiten Iten, die beim
Kampf gegen die Diktatur geholfen hat-
ten. rwurde in Moskau die Frage ge-
stellt, ob es nicht im langfristigen Eigen-
interesse sei, rechtzeitig auf Distanz zum
Regime von Baschar al Assad zu gehen
und verlissliche Beziehungen zur Oppo-
sition in Syrien aufzubaven, wo Russ-
land ebenfalls groBe wirtschaftliche In-
teressen hat. Hinzu kommt, dass die Nut-
zung des syrischen Hafens Tartus als
Stotzpunkt sehr wichtig fiir die Prisenz
der russischen Marine im Mittelmeer ist.

Moskau &nderte seine Politik nicht
Im Januar lief ein russischer Frachter mit
60 Tonnen Munition an Bord in Tartus
ein — und der Flugzeugtriger  Admiral
Kusnezow* ist auf dem Weg dorthin.
Wir halen es nicht fir notig, etwas zu
erkldren und uns fir etwas zu rechtferti-
gen®, sagte AuBenminister Sergej Law-
row dazu am Mittwoch. Die einseitigen
Sanktionen der Vereinigten Staaten und
der EU gegen Syrien seien fir Russland
nicht verbindlich. Lawrow ging vielmehr
zum verbalen Gegenangriff (tber: Es sei
bekannt, dass Waffen fir  Extremisten
nach Syrien gelangten.

Auf das westliche Driangen, das gewalt-
same Vorgehen der syrischen Sicherheits-
krifte gegen die Proteste zu verurteilen,
antwortet Moskau stets mit der Forde-
rung, man milsse in gleichem MaBe auch
die Gewalt der Regimegegner verurtei-
len. Lawrow warf dem Westen am Mitt-
woch vor, dieser wolle in einer UN-Reso-
lution zu Syrien keine Formulierung dul-
den, die die Anwendung von Gewalt aus-
schlieBe. Anders als in Libyen werde bei
Syrien keine Flugverbotszone angestre bt
- stattdessen wirden andere Szenarien
verwirklicht, nach denen _sogenannte
humanitire Konvois nach Syrien ge-

schickt werden in der Hoffnung. eine Re-
aktion der Regierungskrafte zu provazie-
ren und den Eindruck einer humanita-
ren Kal e Zu erwecken®.

Ein Grund for diese Haltung ist die Ge-
schichte der UN-Resolution 1973 iber
den Einsatz von Gewalt zum Schutz der
libyschen Zivilbevélkerung, Russland
hatte auf ein Veto dagegen verzichtet,
fithlte sich dann aber angesichts der wei-
ten Auslegung dieses Textes durch den
Westen tber den Tisch gezogen: Aus rus-
sischer Sicht wurde das UN-Mandat zu ei-
nem militdrischen Vorge hen gegen Gad-
dafi missbraucht. Der Streit {iber Syrien
hat zudem einen innenpolitischen As-

kt: Ministerprisident Putin, der im

drz wieder Prasident werden soll, war
gegen die Duldung des Eingreifens in Li-
byen. Unmittelbar nach dem Beginn der
Militdraktion hatte er die Luftangriffe in
Libyen als Beleg dafir angefohrt. dass
Russland ein starkes Militir brauche —
sonst drohe ihm ein &hnliches Schicksal.
Eine Folge ist, dass Putin nun von der rus-
sischen Protestbewegung oft in eine Rei-
he mit Gaddafi gestellt wird.

In New York sind die westlichen Mit-
glieder des UN-Sicherheitsrats indes
nicht nur 0ber Moskaus harte Haltung in
der Sache veridrgert, sondern auch iiber
die Vorgehe nsweise der russischen Diplo-
maten. Am Dienstag stritten Fachleute
der Delegationen zwar stundenlang iber
Formulierungen in der nunmehr dritten
Version eines russischen Resolutionsent-
wurfs. Doch gabes dabei keinerlei Entge-
genkommen der russischen Seite, wie es
iibereinstimmend hieB. Die Diplomaten
drangen auch gar nicht zum Kern des
Textes vor, sondern blieben bei den ein-
kitenden Erw n stecken. Auber-
dem hétten die nentgegen den Ge-
pflogenheiten Anderungen an ihrem Ent-
wurf nicht kenntlich gemacht. Allesin al-
lem spiele die Vetomacht erkennbar auf
Zeit. An diesem Verhalten liege es, dass

nicht zuletzt die syrische ition den
Verinten Nationen Untitigkeit vorwer-
fen kdnne.

Die russischen Unterhindler in New
York sind weiterhin voll des Lobes iiber
Prasident Assads Reformversprechen
wie (iber die Beobachtermission der Ara-
bischen Liga. obwohl nach UN- ben
auch =it deren Beginn taglich durch-
schnittlich 40 Syrer getitet werden. An
die anderen Forderungen, welche die
Arabische Liga an das Assad-Regime ge-
stelit hat, wollten sich die Russen dage-
#en nicht erinnern lassen, heiBt es in
New York. ,Geduld heiBt jetzt das Schls-
selwort*, hat der russische UN-Botschaf-
ter Tschurkin in der vergangenen Woche
verktindet. UN-Generalsekretar Ban Ki-
moon forderte den Sicherheitsrat am
Dienstag dagegen auf, endlich eine ko-
hdrente* Antwort auf die Syrien-Krise
zu geben.
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Die Welt (Allemagne / Germany)

Premier Cameron: Assad ist
»verachtenswiurdiger Tyrann“

LONDON - Der britische Premi-
erminister David Cameron hat
Syriens Prdsidenten Baschar al-
Assad als ,yverachtenswiirdigen
Tyrannen“ bezeichnet. Assad
bringe seine eigenen Leute um,
sagte Cameron in London.
Grofibritannien werde deshalb
»den Weg weisen“, wenn es um
schirfere Sanktionen gegen Syri-
en gehe. Cameron warf dem Iran
erneut illegale Waffenexporte an
das Assad-Regime vor. ,Es gibt
immer mehr Beweise, dass der
Iran grofie Unterstiitzung leis-
tet.“ Auch die radikalislamische

Hisbollah unterstiitze Assad,
sagte der Premier.

Syrische Streitkrdfte haben
unterdessen die belagerte Stadt
Sabadani nahe der libanesischen
Grenze mit Morsergranaten an-
gegriffen. Der Angriff habe am
Mittwochvormittag nach sechs-
tagiger Belagerung begonnen,
berichtete ein Oppositioneller
vor Ort am Telefon. Er verglich
die Situation mit einem Kriegs-
gebiet. Die Versorgung sei zu-
sammengebrochen. An den
Ortseingédngen hédtten Deserteu-
re Straflensperren eingerichtet.
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Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Wenn die Beobachter fort sind

SYRIEN Die arabische Beobachtermission geht vorerst zu Ende, die Gewalt nicht. Beschuss
der aufstandischen Stadt Sabadani dauert trotz Ankiindigung eines Waffenstillstands an

Siegesgewiss: Aufstandischer in der belagerten Stadt Sabadani Ffoto: reuters

VON JANNIS HAGMANN

BERLIN taz | Wahrend die Arabi-
sche Liga sich darauf vorbereitet,
den Bericht ihrer Beobachter-
mission uber die Lage in Syrien
zu prifen, dauerndie Kampfe im
Landesinneren an. Anwohnern
der nordwestlich von Damaskus
gelegenen Stadt al-Sabadani zu-
folge haben Regierungstruppen
die Stadt am Mittwoch mit Luft-
abwehrraketen beschossen. ,Die
Geschafte haben geschlossen,
Familien flichen unter dem
Schutz der Rebellen’, berichtet
ein Einwohner der rund 40.000
Menschen zihlenden Gemeinde
an der Grenze zum Libanon tele-
fonisch der taz. ,Die Stadt ist von
Panzern umstellt.” Videoaufnah-
menzeigen,dass Rebellenanden
Ortsausgingen Straflensperren

zur Verteidigung der Stadt er-
richtet haben.

Anders als von der Nachrich-
tenagentur Reuters gemeldet, ist
in al-Sabadani kein Waffenstill-
stand zwischen regierungstreu-
en Truppen und Aufstandischen
in Kraft getreten. ,Fanf Minuten,
nachdem die Beobachter der
Arabischen Liga die Stadt verlie-
fen, wurden die Angriffe fortge-
setzt’, so der Augenzeuge. Nach
dem Besuch der Beobachter ver-
suchten Demonstrierende nach
Videoaufnahmen, den Beobach-
tern den Weg zu versperren und
sie zum Bleiben zu tiberreden.
Bei der Abreise wurden die Autos
der Beobachtermission mit Stei-
nen beworfen.

In Aleppo, der zweitgrofiten
Stadt des Landes, kam esam Mitt-
woch auf dem Universitatsgelin-

,Nachdem die arabi-
schen Beobachter
gingen, wurden die
Angriffe fortgesetzt”

AUGENZEUGE IN AL-SABADANI

de zu Auseinandersetzungen
zwischen  Demonstrierenden
und Angehorigen der regie-
rungstreuen  Schabiha-Miliz.
Dies berichten Aktivistinnen in
sozialen Netzwerken. Die De-
monstrierenden forderten die
Freilassung von KommilitonIn-
nen, die bei einer Razzia am Vor-
tag festgenommen worden wa-
ren. Dutzende seien bei den Aus-
schreitungen verletzt worden.
Unterdessen spitzt sich der
Syrien-Konflikt auch aufinterna-

tionaler Ebene zu. Der russische
Auflenminister Sergei Lawrow
lehnte am Mittwoch eine Einmi-
schung der internationalen Staa-
tengemeinschaft in Syrien er-
neut ab. Zuvor hatte Russland im
UN-Sicherheitsrat einen tiberar-
beiteten  Resolutionsentwurf
eingebracht, der von westlichen
Diplomaten als unzureichend
betrachtet wird. Der Entwurf gibt
der Opposition und dem syri-
schen Regime gleichermafien
Schuld an der Gewalt. Dem Wes-
ten warf Lawrow am Mittwoch
vor, die Augen vorden ,Terroran-
schlagen” der Aufstindischenzu
verschliefen. Russland ist ein
wichtiger Waffenlieferant Syri-
ens.
Der syrische Prasident Ba-
schar al-Assad wandte sich mit
deutlichen Worten gegen Erwi-
gungen, arabische Truppen nach
Syrien zu schicken. Er warnte, er
werde sich von diesen nicht
kampflos entmachten lassen.
Am Wochenende hatte Katar, das
den fiar Syrien zustindigen Aus-
schuss der Arabischen Liga leitet,
eine arabische Truppenentsen-
dung erwogen. Es war der erste
diesbeziigliche Vorschlag aus
den Reihen der Liga.

Das Syrien-Mandat der Beob-
achtermission der Arabischen Li-
galauftam heutigen Donnerstag
aus. Am Sonntag will die Liga den
Bericht der Beobachter prifen.
Syrien hat bereits eingewilligt,
das Mandat der Liga zu verlan-
gern und die Zahl der derzeit 165
Beobachter aufzustocken. Es
sprach sich jedoch gegen weiter-
reichende Befugnisse fir die Be-
obachter aus. Die EU wird vor-
aussichtlich beiihrem Auflenmi-
nistertreffen am Montag ihre
Sanktionen gegen die Regierung
in Damaskus verschirfen.
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Neue Ziircher Zeitung (Suisse / Switzerland)

Russisches Lavieren um Syrien

Moskaw will keine Sanktionen und pocht auf Dialog

Russland ruft zam Gewaltver-
zicht in Syrien auf, lehnt Sank-
tionen gegen das Regime aber
weiterhin ab. Vor einem Umsturz
wie in Libyen wird gewarnt.

Daniel Wechlin, Moskau

Die russische Politik gegeniiber Syrien
bleibt unverindert von einem starken
Lavieren zwischen den Konfliktparteien
bestimmt. Trotz anhaltendem Blutver-
giessen und der Gefahr eines Biirger-
kriegs ist Moskau im Uno-Sicherheits-
rat offenbar nicht gewillt, eindeutig
Position zu beziechen und die Gewalt-
taten des Asad-Regimes deutlich zu
verurteilen. Stattdessen sollen im neu-
esten Resolutionsentwurf Schritte zur
Reform des politischen Systems Syriens
konstatiert und die Vermittlungsbemii-
hungen der Arabischen Liga gelobt
werden. Gleichzeitig hilt Moskau an
Walffenlieferungen fest und ladt offi-
zielle Vertreter von Damaskus sowie
der Opposition zu Konsultationen ein.

Interventionen und Zwangsmass-
nahmen gegen Syrien lehnt Moskau
weiterhin konsequent ab. Dies bekréf-
tigte am Mittwoch der russische Aus-
senminister Sergei Lawrow. Angespro-
chen auf die Situation in Syrien, rief
Lawrow an der Jahrespressekonferenz
seines Ministeriums zwar zu einem un-
verziiglichen Gewaltverzicht aller Ak-
teure in der arabischen Republik auf, so
wie das auch in der Resolution erwéhnt
werden soll. Er gab aber zu verstehen,
dass Russland die Vorginge in Syrien
nach wie vor als interne Angelegenhei-
ten betrachte und ein Eingreifen als
kontraproduktiv, ja sogar als getahrlich
einstufe. Laut Lawrow befindet sich der
Nahe Osten in einer frithen Phase der
Transformation. Lediglich ein breiter,
nationaler Dialog konne die gegenwir-
tige Krise beenden. Hierzu biete Russ-
land seine Dienste an.

Ahnlich verhielt sich Russland an-
fangs im Zusammenhang mit dem
Volksaufstand in Libyen. Allerdings
modifizierte es seine Position gegen-
iiber dem Maghreb-Staat mit der Zeit.
Eine Stimmenthaltung Russlands im
Uno-Sicherheitsrat machte so den Weg
fur die Flugverbotszone frei. Zuletzt
forderte auch Prisident Medwedew den
libyschen Machthaber Ghadhafi zum
Riicktritt auf. Der Kritik an den Militér-
operationen der Nato-Krifte tat dies
freilich keinen Abbruch.

Ob eine Revision des Standpunktes
auch beim Verbiindeten Syrien voll-
zogen wird, ist indes strittig. Damaskus
nimmt im Unterschied zu Tripolis in den
strategischen Uberlegungen Moskaus
eine wichtigere Rolle ein. Schon seit
Sowjetzeiten pflegen Russland und Sy-
rien in wirtschaftlicher und militédrischer
Hinsicht enge Beziechungen. Diverse
Handelsvertridge und Infrastrukturpro-

jekte bestehen. Als Demonstration der

Interessen Moskaus wurde Anfang Ja-
nuar der mit militdrischen Ehren in-
szenierte «Routinebesuch» des Flug-
zeugtrigers « Admiral Kusnezow» in der
syrischen Kistenstadt Tartus bewertet,
wo Russland iiber einen Stiitzpunkt ver-
fiigt. Behordenvertreter aus Damaskus
priesen das Schauspiel als einen Akt der
Solidaritit.

Zum Stellenwert Syriens in den Ab-
wigungen Russlands trigt auch die geo-
politische Situation bei. Moskau warnt
vor einer weiteren Eskalation des Kon-
flikts und damit vor gravierenden Fol-
gen fiir die ganze Region. Insbesondere
wird befiirchtet, islamistische Kriifte
konnten die Lage ausnutzen, an die
Macht kommen und ihren Einfluss auf
russische Interessensphiaren wie den
Kaukasus oder Zentralasien auszubrei-
ten suchen. Von diesen Bedenken zeu-
gen auch Lawrows Mahnungen an die
syrische Opposition, den politischen
Weg und nicht jenen des Umsturzes zu
wihlen. Ein Szenario wie in Libyen sei
nicht verantwortbar.
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)
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L'Osservatore Romano (Vatican)

No di Mosca

a sanzioni contro Damasco

DAMASCO, 18. La Russia ribadisce la sua opposizione a «sanzioni» contro il
regime siriano cosi come all’ipotesi di un intervento militare. «Per noi la li-
nea rossa ¢ definita in modo abbastanza chiaro; non sosterremo nessun ti-
po di sanzioni» ha affermato il ministro degli Esteri russo, Serghiei Lavrov.
Quanto all’i lpOtCSl di un intervento militare, il capo della dlplomazm di
Mosca & perentorio: chiunque progetta un’operazione di questo tipo «non
ricevera alcun mandato dal Con51gllo di Sicurezza dell’Onu». Se qualcuno
— ha aggiunto Lavrov — <<Conceplsce I’idea di usare la forza a ogm costo, e
ho gia sentlto alcuni appelli per I'invio di truppe arabe in Siria, ¢ improba-
bile che saremo in grado di 1mpednlo» Tuttavia, «questo dovrebbe essere
fatto di loro iniziativa». Mosca ¢ uno dei cinque membri permanenti del
Consiglio. In quanto tale, puo esercitare il diritto di veto. Facolta che ha
gia usato per bloccare una risoluzione di condanna presentata dai Paesi oc-
cidentali contro il regime del presidente siriano, Bashar Al Assad. Al mo-
mento, ¢ all’esame del Consiglio il testo di una nuova risoluzione presenta-
ta da Mosca sulla crisi siriana. Crisi in cui, stando ai dati Onu, da marzo

scorso sono morte oltre seimila persone.
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Il reportage | Il Paese conta i suoi morti, pill di 6 mila dice 'opposizione. Ma nella grande citta la vita & quasi normale: ¢ pensano i servizi segreti a mantenere f'ordine

A Damasco, capitale «fedelissima» ===—

circondata dalla Siria in fiamme

Dopo 10 mesi di rivolte, il regime ¢ ben lontano da una resz

rdl LW
";., W

DAL NOSTRO INVIATO

DAMASCO — Nei pochi chilome-
tri dall'seroporto alls citta i posti di
blocco quasi non si vedono. Poca po-
lizia, controlli irrisori. 1 regime, al-
Meno per ora, non teme minacce per

Wl d
!

no divisi. I capi nella diaspora, nel
Congresso Nazionale Siriano vicino
ai Fratelli Musulmani, vorrebbero
I'intervento militare straniero, come
in Libia. A loro si oppongono perd i
leader locali, pit laici e legati g]?;-
vocato Hassan Abed Al Azim, che a

1a capitale. (i pensano i servizi di si- | Damasco guida la coalizione Comita-
curezza a i il i to di C
esternow. Atterrati martedi notte a

Damasco sbbiamo trovato una citta | Lo scontro
tutto sommato tranquilla. [ tassisti si
lamentano per la mancanza di turi- | In alto, una
sti, per F'aumento di aggressioni cri- | protesta
mmalimpenfma.Nulhnchewde— contro il

Te perd con Tripoli tesa e spaventata | presidente
1a scorsa estate, o con il vuoto spet- | Bashar Assad
trale per le vie di Tunisi un anno fa | nella cittadina
mentre il presidente Ben Ali cadeva.

A Damasco si transita tranquilli an-

che alle tre di notte.
Eh:mlemdnuod:enlndﬂ

della i

dallmes'hom'mrdunedﬁpnn:

«Noi in campagna e in pro-

vincia, le grandi citta restano in ma-

no al regimex. Ventiquattro ore a Da-

Tasco Servono appena per iniziare a
comprendere cosa accada in questo

Paese complesso, scosso da oltre 10
‘mesi di rivolte sanguinose. I giomali-
sti e commentatori locali accettano
di , ma quasi tutti chiedono
lnmmmadzsnﬂnmd:sm
scmpm(mdamtedamAhmm
ll:pw.perlopmsum alawiti, so-
stengono il presidente. Con loro tan-
ti cristiani che temono la crescita dei
Fratelli Musuimani e guardano la sor-
te dei copti egiziani o dei caldel in
Irag. Un altro 30%, quasi tutti sunni-
ti, sono per la lotta ad oltranza ma so-

La crisi

| tassisti si lamentano della
mancanza di turisti. E il numero
dei disoccupati & raddoppiato
R — |

loro si accontentano delle ;ﬂsm
edell’

mico. C2 poi la maggmml silen-
ziosa che sta a guardare pronta a sal-
tare sul cavallo vincentes, dice un no-
to

reporter.
Per le strade la gente commenta
con discrezione le notizie confuse
dalle pimzze in rivolta. La novita del-
le ultime ore & la trattativa tra la
Divisione corazzata di Maher
Assad (fratello del presidente) e il
Nuovo Esercito Siriano com-
posto da disertori. «Il fatto incredibi-
le & che per la prima volta i disertori
hanno trattato alla pari con Fesercito
regolare. che le armi arrivate
dal Libano cominciano a cambiare le
regole di battaglias, afferma un altro
giornalista locale. Epicentro delle
tensioni restano le citta di Homs, di
Idlib al confine turco, di Dayr Az-Zor
nel profondo Sud e di Deraa, culla
delle rivolte. Per monitarare le vio-
lenze sul campo d sarebbero i 165 0s-
servatori della Lega araba arrivati a
Natale. Ma Fincontro con loro ieri
nei saloni den'hotel Sheratm ha

loro su Al Jazeera ha critica-

to la missione e i tracchi del
regime per depistaria, 'ordi-
ne & I'assoluto silenzio stam-
pa. Non dicono neanche quan-
ti sono, mentre si aggirano con

le loro giacchette arancioni accompa-
gnati da decine di ufficiali el

me. La loro missione & ancora pi1 in
dubbio dopo la richiesta del Qatar di
mandare un corpo di spedizione mili-

tare arabo per garantire unazona cu-
scinetto tra ribelli e militari, idea re-
spmtnpemdaﬁgem Iraq e Libano,
nonché da Russiae
[zmmmomdellnnvolmde-
nunciano 6.200 morti da marzo e 14
mila prigionieri. Il governo replica
che almeno 2.000 soidati sono stati
uccisi dai «terroristis e scoraggiano
gli inviati stranieri a girare da soli:
«Guardate il reporter della tv france-
se assassinato dai terroristi una setti-
mana fa a Homs». Affermazione mes-
samdnbb:odnlumtnmdelksum-

temsanamagglmlemhmm-

umhuemettummathﬁemm
di Egitto, Libia e Tunisia I'anno scor-
s0. Ma censurata. , Facebook,
Twitter sono utilizzati con grande
cautela dei militanti. «La dittatura
nonhm@x.semsenepernxo-

a dichiarare che per
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ghm sulle
niv, mi dicono in un Internet caffé.
Mz il vero tema al centro dell'at-
terzione & la crisi economica genera-
ta dalla destabilzzazione e dall'em-
bargo internazionale. Sino a meta
estate il cambio ufficiale imperava.
Ora nelle banche euro e dollari si
cambiano rispettivamente a 73 e
57,44 lire siriane, ma sul mercato ne-
milraln!eﬁkl%eyanﬂgmelm
non riesce piil a stabilzzare la

Divisioni

| commentatori indipendenti
nella capitale ammettono:
I'opposizione & molto divisa
L - __ ____ .}

moneta. Sino ad ora ci hanno salvato
le ampie reserve di valuta straniera,
scese perd in un anno da 17 8 13 mi-
Hardi di dollari. La disoccupazione &
salita dal 10 al 22%. 1l turismo dava
lavoro a oltre un milione di persane,
che ora sono a spasso. Migliaia di pic-
cole aiende hanno chiuso. Il danno
causato dalla mancarza di export del
nostro petrolio va ancora valutato
maeﬂemme agquando il Pa-

pendente della Banca mondiale e ora
direttore di un centro di ricerche eco-
nomiche a Demasco. Eppure sarebbe
un errore pensare che il regime sia a
un passo dal collesso. Tutt’altro.
«Esercito e polizia restano in gran

) parte fedeli. Le diserzioni sonoun fe-

nomeno minoritario. Guai se si pen-
sasse davvero a un intervento arma-
to dall'estero. La guerra civile
sarebbe ancora piu senguino-
sa», aggiunge Sukkar. Come
uscire dallimpasse? «Il com-
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A oposicao siria também
trava a sua guerra interna
e Assad agradece

Sao seis e ndo se entendem. Do Ocidente chega um
recado claro: unam-se. Porque antes de haver mudanca
de regime tem que existir mudanca de comportamento

Ana Gomes Ferreira

ysiria parece A Quadrilha
los Drummond de Andrade,
ao contrario. Ha um Conselho
que nao se quer un
NAo se quer unir ao
quer unir a toda a gente,
poema, todos ficam em per

Em onze mes
que luta pela dcpuw, a
te Bashar al-Assad viu n.
grandes grupos de opo:
pequeninos s 0 que poderia s
uma boa noticia ~ um acelerador da
revolugio nas ruas — tornou-se um
entrave. Os grupos nao se entendem.
Todos querem ser os legitimos repre-
sentantes do povo, os legitimos inter-
locutores das poténcias estrangeiras,
A guerra comum contra um regime
irio nao ificiente para os
0 que, para ja, ¢ uma vitoria

ada sexta-feira, surgiu um
primeiro sinal de lIIlI fe. O Conse-
lho Nacional Sirio (CNS) e 0 Exército
de Libertacao da fizeram, em
Istambul (Turquia) um pacto de con-
certagao de acgoes contra Assad. O

objectivo, explicou ao PUBLICO Ra-

-
I S gru-
-los e per-

dwan Ziadeh, membro do
do em Washington, é agili
Pos no terreno, coorder
mitir uma maior prote S
atacados pelas milicias do regime.

De acordo com os dados revelados
pelo chefe desta formacao armada, o
coronel Rial al-Asaad, o exército de
ope »tem 40 mil efectivos e todos
os dias as suas fileiras aumentam, “Es-
tamos a trabalhar para unir os diver-
SOS Erupos No erreno e a ver como
acomodar os muitos que desertam
[das Forcas Armadas sirias]”, disse
Ziadeh, que saiu da Siria em Outubro
de 2007 e pertence agora ao Instituto
de Estudos do Médio Oriente d.| Uni-
versidade de Washington. Est
contacto regular com os que ficaram
no pais - a famili 4 em Damasco
- e tem dois familiares presos por
motivos politicos.

Este acordo foi um passo impor-
tante entre as duas vias da revolu-
¢ao siria, a civil e a militar. Porém,
no campo dos |N>||llu)\ o entendi-
mento parece mais dificil.

Ha duas semanas, dois grupos po-
liticos da oposica
nal par

inaram um pacto so-
bre o futuro da Siria apos a queda de

Ass.

d. Porém, logo no dia

ogmnu

nasua pagina da Interne( ol

a

dm.x Zrupos nao se entendem sobre
uma possivel intervengao inte
cional n 1 para a depos|

de tra
razao valida e de peso. Mas o desen-
tendimento é mais profundo, como
lembrava no jornal The Guardian a
analista Fadwa al-Hatem. Ja em Junho
de 2010 os grupos existentes entao
tentaram, sem €xito, tornar-se uma
50 plataforma. Falharam porque a Si-
ria pos-Assad ¢, de acordo com cada
formacao, um pais diferente.

“0 melhor que temos”
Considerado o mais inclusivo dos
grupos, o Conselho Nacional Sirio
foi escolhido como interlocutor ofi-
cial da oposi¢ao por parte dos gover-
nos de Washingto ncara e Paris
também pelo de Lisboa; no final de
2011 0 seu lider, o académico Burhan
Ghalioun (& professor na Sorbonne),
esteve nesta cidade onde reuniu com
o ministro dos Negocios Estrangeiros,
Paulo Portas. O Conselho é nnwlhm
que temos™, desabafou uma fonte oc
dental que pediu o anonimato a re
ta The Economist. Nos media, o CNS
comegou a ser mencionado como o
“principal” grupo de oposigio, o que
o colocou acima dos outros e azedou
COM 08§ parceiros.
selho recusa aceitar a e;
éncia de outras for¢as da oposic

0 Conselho
Nacional Sirio
comecou a ser
mencionado como
o “principal” grupo
de oposicao, o que
o colocou acima
dos outros e azedou
as relacoes com 0s
parceiros

0 de um comité que
expli-

erejeitaac
lidere a nossa causa comum”,
cou Michel Kilo, jorr
dos direitos humano:
s0es ao LHumanité.
uma entrevista a BBC
Ghalioun, defendeu que os pai
dentais devem criar um perimetro de
seguranga a volta da Siria e zonas d

exclu: érea em algumas re,

do pais. Questionado sobre os pro-
Ximos passos, Radwan Ziadeh d
que h guardar pelo relatorio

rabe (que tem observadores
aliar 0 que se passa na
ar que seja esta entidade
regional a agir. “A Liga Arabe tem que
levar o caso ao Conselho de Seguran-
¢a das Nagoes Unidas para que seja
este a adoptar uma re oluwo forte
para proteger os E muito im-
portante que a L(lnllllllddd(‘ m(cr
nacional tenha uma posica
te opositor, expli
im sera possivel contornar um
veto da China e da Rissia.
Hassan Abdel Azim, que em Outu-
bro foi eleito coordenador do CNMD,
defende que o dialogo entre a opo-
sigao (civil e armada) e o regime ¢ a
melhor solugio para a Siria e para
o fimd pediu por diver-
Sas Vezes a o de uma entidade
supragrupos unificadora e que fale
por todos.

Contar espingardas

Radwan Ziadeh desvaloriza estas no-
icias mhre a falta de entendimento.
unida - garante -,
agdo da Siria, por
ndum muitos grupos”.
as dcpr«-ndum que o

¢ao d( célula (Il' cupula que Hassan
\l\dvl Azim reivindica: “Alguns gru-
ao fora do Conselho Na-
obretudo os que estao dentro
da Siria, mas nos a trabalhar de
perto com eles”. O mais importante,
sublinha, é que todos tém “a mesma
agenda™: a queda de Assad e o inicio
de um periodo de transi¢ao que per-
mita a realizacio de eleigoes livre:
parlamentares e presiden
Apesar do optimismo (ou da di-
plomacia) de Ziadeh, ha indicadores
qlw mmlmm que h.| uma Iul.l pela

cional,

-em d|f:l|m.l\ ma
as em Outubro do
\pareceram y

A ica

armada org:

do outrolado da fronteira, na Turquia

S3o0 muitos e tém motivacoes diferentes

Todos desejam o fim do regime,
mas ainda nao lutam unidos
contra Bashar al-Assad.

Conselho Nacional Sirio
Nasceu no final de Agostoem
Istambul, na Turquia. O seu

lider é o histérico opositor
Burhan Ghalioun. Retira a sua
legitimidade do reconhecimento
de Washington e Paris.E
composto por cerca de 250
pessoas, sendo que a maior
parte vive fora da Siria. Euma
coligagdo que reune varias forcas,
entre elas a poderosa Irmandade
Mugulmana, os liberais e os
nacionalistas. Agrega a elite
intelectual.

Comités Locais de Coordenacio
Coordenam a contestacao

nos bairros sirios. Composta
sobretudo de jovens sem passado
militar e que comunicam através
dasredes sociais. Sao eles que
disponibilizam na Intemet os
videos das manifestacoes e da
repressao; fazem a contabilizacao
dos mortos e estdo em contacto
com os observatérios dos direitos
h Levam os manif

aos hospitais, quando sdo feridos.
Fazem parte do Conselho Nacional
Sirio.

Comité Nacional paraa
Mudanc¢a Democratica
E dirigido por Hassan Abdel Azim

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

e reiine-se desde Setembro em
Damasco. E composto por varios
grupos: nacionalistas arabes,
curdos, socialistas, marxistas e
independentes (por exemplo o
economista Aref Dalila).

Coligacio das Forcas Laicas
eDemocraticas

Reuniu pela primeira vez em Paris
em Setembro e propde a criacdo
na Siria de um Estado laico.
Integra partides curdos, cristaos
assirios e mugulmanos sunitas.
Querem evitar que os islamistas
dominem na Siria pés-Assad

e apelam &s minorias para se
juntarem a esta coligagao.

Comissio Geral da Revolucio
Criada em Agosto, 0 seu objectivo
€ unir toda a oposi¢ao — a politica
eamilitar.

Exército de Libertaciio da Siria
Composto por desertores

das Forcas Armadas siriase
comandado pelo coronel Riad
al-Asaad. Foi criado em Julho de
2011, na Turquia, para ajudar a
populacdo a derrubar o regime e
proteger os civis atacados pelas
forcas de Assad. Tera 40 mil
efectivos e absorveu o Movimento
dos Oficiais Livres. O quartel-
general é em Hama (Centro), e
tem grupos activos em todo o
pais, sobretudo em Homs, Latakia,
Deraa, Damasco e Dayr al-Zawr.
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sentado pelo Comité Nacional para a
Mudanga Democratica”.
Neste jogo, Azim tem vantagens so-
bre Ghalioun. Vive na Siria, é uma figu-
ra dissidente conhecida desde os anos
de 1960, ja foi preso e libertado e tem
aler ladu publicamente para o risco
dea se tornar um pais dominado
pelos islamistas — uma das criticas que
mais faz ao CNS é a cedéncia de cada
vez mais terreno a Irmandade Mu-
culmana (no programa politico desta
esta o fim do estado secular na \n ia
quando Assad desaparecer). Os s
conhecem Azim, uma vez que esta en-
volvido no trabalho dos comités locais
e € visto em manifestagoes.
Ghalioun vive exilado em Paris,
onde tem dado entrevistas expli-
cando a sua visao para o futuro da
Siria. Uma dessas entrevistas lm mal
recebida dentro do proprio CNS
gundo as fontes da revista The Eco-
nomist. Ghalioun disse ao The Wall
Street Journal que o colapso do regi-
me mudara toda a politica no Médio
Oriente, reduzindo a influencia do
Irao e do Hezbollah, a miliciz mis-
ta xiita libanesa que lhe é proxima. A
Siria, prosseguiu, alinhara com a Liga
Arabe e as monarquias do Golfo. */
actual relagao entre a Siria e o Irdo é
anormal. A Siria é o centro do orien-
te arabe e nao pode viver sem uma
relacao com a Peninsula Arabica, os
paises do Golfo, o Egipto e outros”.
Ghalioun desagradou aos colegas,
que consideraram as suas palavra
precipitadas. Também nao gostaram
dos comen )S pouco simpaticos
do académico sobre os curdos. So-
bretudo porque deu armas a Azim,
que ¢ um bom aliado dos curdos e

de outros grupos nnnnnl.mm que
compoem o puzzle si
No terreno, os orgaos revoluciona-
rios nao tém poupado criticas a opo-
sicao intelectual. “Até agora o Conse-
lho ndo demonstrou poder responder
as necessidades dos revolucionarios
que enfrentam a morte”, disse um
representante do Comité Local de
Hama, Abu-Ghazi al-Hamawi.

Inexperiéncia politica

ara alguns analistas, a oposi¢ao si-
ria esta a sofrer da sua inexperiéncia
politica. Como explica o autor e ana-
lista de ascendéncia siria John Landis,
a existéncia de uma oposicao neste
pais dominado ha quatro décadas pe-
la familia Assad e pelo partido tinico
Baas, nunca foi permitida interna-
mente ou alimentada externamente.
Durante décadas, escreveu Landis,
Washington centrou a sua politicaem
relacao a Siria no Presidente (e no
desejo que a mudancga partisse dcx
te) porque entendia que a oposi¢ao
ou era fraca ou era antiamericana (a
Irmandade Mugulmana é o tinico gru-
po bem organizado e de expressao
nacional na Siria).

A diplomacia ocidental tem adver-
tido para os riscos da dispersao de
forcas. Mas a mudanca de compor-
tamento que pedem, e que deve an-
teceder a mudanca do regime, tarda.
Num artigo recente no jornal libanés
As-Safir, citado pelo Institute for Po-
licy Studies, Michel Kilo advertia: a
falta de consenso entre a oposicao

pode fazer alastrar o conflito sirio,
tor n.mdn 0 lnngn e sectario. O que,

LigaAra
Missdo termina hoje
SeIm sucessos

A missao de observadores

na Siria termina hoje sem

ter conseguido acabar coma
violéncia no pais. Os governos
drabes, que devem decidir quais
0S Proximos passos a dar, estao
tdo divididos quanto o Conselho
de Seguranc¢a da ONU. Ontem,
enquanto Londres pedia mais
sancdes, Moscovo ameagava
bloguear qualquer punicao
contra Damasco.

Pode acontecer que o Governo
sirio autorize a missao de
observacdores a permanecer no
pais, apesar de o seu mandato
terminar esta quinta-feira,
afirmou uma fonte da Liga Arabe
a Reuters. Mas, para a oposicdo, o
plano de paz da Liga ja fracassou:
centenas de pessoas morreram,
em ambos os lados do conflito,
mesmo com a presenca dos
monitores que deveriam garantir
que o Governo cumpria o acordo
assinado a 2 de Novembro.

O plano drabe previa que
oregime de Bashar al-Assad
acabasse com o banho de
sangue, retirasse os militares
das cidades, libertasse detidos,
permitisse o acesso dos
monitores e dos media e entrasse
em didlogo com a oposi¢&o.

Ontem, em Zabadani (préximo
da fronteira com o Libano), os
soldados respeitaram durante
algumas horas um cessar-fogo
com os rebeldes. Mas ja em
Homs, um dos epicentros da
contestacdo ao regime, ouviam-
se tiros de metralhadora e
explosdes, afirmaram opositores.

Alguns criticos acusam as
equipas de observacaode
apenas terem dado cobertura
diplomatica a Assad para
continuar a esmagar a
dissidéncia, refere a Reuters.
Riad al-Asaad, lider do grupo
rebelde Exército Livre da Siria,
nao tem duvidas de que os
esforgos da Liga falharam.
“Pedimos-lhes que entreguem
o assunto ao Conselho de
Seguranga e pedimos a
comunidade intermacional que
intervenha, porque sao mais
capazes de proteger os sirios
nesta fase do que 0s nossos
irm&os arabes”, disse a Reuters.

O ministro russo dos Negdécios
Estrangeiros, Sergei Lavrov,
avisou ontem que a Russia nao
conseguira evitar uma ac¢ao
militar, mas que ird vetar no
CS qualquer resolucdo que a
autorize, E garantiu que Moscovo
bloqueard mais sang¢oes.

J4 o primeiro-ministro
britanico, David Cameron,
declarou que Londres “precisa de
liderar o caminho, tormando claro
que havera um endurecimento
das sangoes, restricoes de vistos
e congelamento de bens, contra
a Siria”.
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Syria Oil, Arms Supplies

By Jay SOLOMON

WASHINGTON—The West
is redoubling efforts to con-
strict maritime traffic in and
out of Syria amid signs that
Damascus’s closest allies, Iran
and Russia, are stepping up
financial assistance and arms
shipments to  President
Bashar al-Assad’s regime.

In a new revelation, U.S.
officials said they have uncov-
ered an Iranian operation to
help Syria mask its petroleum
shipments and evade an
American and European Union
oil embargo.

The U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment in response has begun
targeting the insurance and
registration of international
tankers shipping Syrian oil.

Washington and its allies
also are intensifying the scru-
tiny of maritime and air traf-
fic moving into Syria from
Russia, as Moscow has pub-
licly committed to continue
arming Mr. Assad’s security
forces.

This month, Cyprus inter-
cepted a St. Petersburg-based
ship, the Chariot, that was
moving four containers of
munitions bound for the Syr-
ian port of Tartus, according
to Cypriot officials.

Cyprus eventually released
the ship after receiving assur-
ances from its Russian owners
that it wouldn’t complete the
delivery of the munitions, ac-
cording to Cypriot officials.
But Moscow this week con-
firmed the arms shipment

was completed.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov on Wednesday
rebuffed growing American
and European calls for Russia
to comply with the U.S. and
EU arms embargo on Damas-
cus.

“We do not feel we have to
explain or justify anything be-
cause we are not violating any
international agreements or
U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions,” Mr. Lavrov said in
Moscow. “We are only trading
with Syria in items that aren’t
banned by international law.”

U.S. and Russian officials
are negotiating a Security
Council resolution to address
the violence in Syria. The U.S.
and Europe are pushing for an

Please turn to page 10
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Continued from first page
arms embargo and financial sanc-
tions on the Assad regime as part of
the resolution. Moscow has opposed
such a measure.

The U.S. and EU have focused on
drying up Mr. Assad’s oil revenue
ever since Syrian security forces be-
gan an expansive military crack-
down against opposition political
activists last March that has left
thousands dead, according to the
United Nations.

Damascus has in the past gener-
ated roughly one-third of its reve-
nue from oil sales to Europe, ac-
cording to official Syrian statistics.
Mr. Assad’s government has increas-
ingly spoken about reorienting its
oil sales to Asian countries, such as
China and India, to generate earn-
ings.

Damascus’s shipments have con-
tinued to be crippled by U.S. and EU
sanctions that also ban the financ-
ing or insuring of Syrian oil exports,
according to industry executives.

In late November, U.S. officials
said they gathered information
showing that Iran was stepping in to
assist Syria with its oil trade. U.S.
and European officials say they be-
lieve Tehran is also playing a central
role in assisting Damascus by pro-
viding arms, software, training, and
intelligence.

U.S. officials and shipping execu-
tives said Iran chartered a Greek-
owned tanker, the Mire, to ship
more than 91,000 metric tons of
crude oil, using a Dubai-based com-
pany, Sea Enterprises Ltd., to ship
it. The company couldn’t be found
for comment. The tanker’s owner

declined to comment.

The Mire loaded the oil from Nov.
19 to 21 at the Syrian port of Bani-
yas, intending to deliver it to Iran’s
Ras Bahregan oil terminal, the offi-
cials said.

U.S. officials say they believe
Tehran intends to sell Syrian oil on
the international market with the
revenue going back to Damascus.

“The oil shipment to Iran was de-
signed to evade the sanctions that
have been imposed on Syria,” said a
senior Treasury official who has
worked on the case of the Mire.

U.S. and European officials
say they believe Tehran is
also playing a central role in
assisting Damascus by
providing arms, software,
training and intelligence.

The Treasury was able to get
both the Mire’s insurance and regis-
tration pulled after communicating
to company executives that the ship
was carrying a product sanctioned
by both the U.S. and EU. The Mire,
like many international oil tankers,
is registered in Liberia and flies un-
der a Liberian flag.

The chief executive officer of the
Liberian International Ship and Cor-
porate Registry, Scott Bergeron, said
the company then ordered the ship’s
owners to desist from delivering the
oil to Iran. The company refused to
comply and delivered the shipment.
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In Syria, all-out conflict is feared

World inaction has
fueled an armed revolt
that could grow wider

BY L1z SLY

BEIRUT — Growing indications
that a deeply divided internation-
al community is either unable or
unwilling to intervene to halt the
violence in Syria are fueling an
armed rebellion that risks plung-
ing the country, and perhaps the
region, into a wider war.

Theslide toward all-out conflict
seemed to accelerate Wednesday

after the opposition claimed that
Syrian government forces had
been forced to accept a cease-fire
negotiated with rebel soldiers in
the town of Zabadani, near the
Lebanese border.

Rebel soldiers who identified
themselves as members of the
Free Syrian Army and a Zabadani
activist said loyalist soldiers re-
treated Wednesday afternoon, five
days after launching an offensive
to quell dissent in Zabadani. The
mountain resort 20 miles north of
Damascus is one of as many as
three dozen places in Syria that
the opposition says have slipped
beyond government control in re-
cent weeks.

Witnesses said the government
troops appeared to be heading
toward another of the restive
towns outside the capital. Offen-
sives by Damascus have ebbed and
flowed throughout the 10-month-
old uprising, and the rebels ac-
knowledged that the security forc-
es may merely be regrouping be-
fore returning with reinforce-
ments. The account, widely re-
ported by Arabic TV networks but
not by government media, could
not be independently confirmed.

Activists nonetheless hailed the
event as a symbolic turning point,
heralding the possibility that the

SYRIA CONTINUED ON A16
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simmering armed revolt may
force President Bashar al-Assad’s
government to compromise,

“To force the regime to negoti-
ate with the people and withdraw
their soldiers under pressure is a
political victory,” Kamal Labwani,
a dissident who was freed in No-
vember after serving nearly 10
years in prison, said by telephone
from Jordan.

“This shows we can achieve
freedom by ourselves and not with
the help of forces coming from
outside. Itmeansthatifwetakeup
weapons, we can defend ourselves
and bring our own freedom,” he
said.

Evidence has mounted for
months that the once-peaceful
Syrian opposition has been resort-
ing to arms, but the fading hope of
outside help is hardening the con-
viction that only violence will dis-
lodge Assad, activists say.

“Until now there is not civil war,
but if the international communi-
ty continues like this, just watch-
ing and doing nothing, there will
be,” said Omar Shakir, an activist
in the Bab Amr neighborhood of
Homs, which has emerged as the
epicenter of the armed rebellion.

An Arab League monitoring
mission has been unable to stop
the killing, the Syrian opposition’s
mostly exiled political leadership
has proved too divided to present
acoherentalternative to the Assad
government, and the daily death
toll tallied by both sides shows the

ctoadilv acnralating hlandchad

On Wednesday, the official
SANA news agency reported the
funerals of 14 members of the se-
curity forces who were Killed by
what it called “terrorists.” Activist
groups said the security forces
Killed at least 21 people.

“This is not going to stop. It's
becoming an armed rebellion, it's
going to be chaos, and I don’t
know why the world doesn't un-
derstand that,” said RamiJarrah, a
Syrian activist living in Cairo who
was forced to flee Damascus in
October after the security forces
learned his identity.

Jarrah and other observers say
they fear the inaction will not only
encourage opponents of the gov-
ernment to fight but also encour-
age a drift toward extreme ideol-
ogies.

“People are getting more angry
now as they realize there won't be
any help,” he said. “It's building up
hatred to the West, and it's becom-
ing extremism. It'svery dangerous
now.”

Protesters have clamored for a
NATO no-fly zone similar to the
one that helped bring about the
fall of Moammar Gaddafi’s regime
in Libya, but as they come to real-
ize that Western intervention in
Syria is unlikely, Islamist groups
are winning support, said Wissam
Tarif, a human rights campaigner
with the activist group Avaaz.

“The only people who are orga-
nized and credible are the Muslim
Brotherhood and the Salafis,” he
said. “The dangerous thing is al-
most no one believes in peaceful

etrnoala anvmarae  Thoavr want
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weapons.”

Activists in Syria say they have
no agenda or ideology other than
Assad’s ouster, but they acknowl-
edge that Sunni Islamists have
been gaining ground in the battle
to dislodge a regime dominated by
Assad’s minority Alawite sect, an
offshoot of Shiite Islam, raising
the prospect of heightened sectar-
ianism.

“Until amonth ago, no one sup-
ported the Brotherhood, but today
we would support Israel if they
helped us take Bashar out)” said
Shakir, the activist in Homs. “To-
day we support anyone without
questions if they help us.”

Yet the international communi-
ty is as divided as the Syrian oppo-
sition over how to address the
dangerously intractable revolt.

Russia made it clear Wednes-
day that it would veto any UN.
Security Council resolution that
might open the door to interna-
tional intervention, dampening
U.S. and European hopes of revis-
iting efforts to condemn Syria at
the world body after Russian and
Chinese vetoes of a resolution in
October.

“If some intend to use force at
all cost . .. we can hardly prevent
that from happening,” Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
told reporters in Moscow. “But let
them do it at their own initiative
on their own conscience. They
won't get any authorization from
the U.N. Security Council.”

The stakes for Russia are high.
Svria is a longtime ally dating to

thoCald War ara and Rueciaralioc

on its basing rights at the Syrian
port of Tartus for access to the
Mediterranean. Lavrov declined
to confirm or deny widespread
reports that a Russian ship deliv-
ered 60 tons of weaponry to the
Syrian government during a stop
at the port last week.

“We are only trading with Syria
in items which aren’t banned by
international law,” he said.

The Russian comments shifted
the focus of diplomacy back to the
Arab League monitoring mission,
which is due to announce its con-
clusions Thursday. Arab League
ministers are set to meet in Cairo
over the weekend to decide wheth-
er to renew the mission or seek
U.N. support for broader action.

But the Arab world also is split
over how to deal with the unfold-
ing violence in a country whose
complex ethnic and sectarian
makeup mirrors many of the re-
gion’s most explosive fault lines.
Iraq and Lebanon, with Shiite ma-
jorities, have sided with the Syrian
government, as has Shiite Iran.
The Sunni-led states of the Persian
Gulf, spearheaded by Qatar, are
pressing for tougher action to re-
place the government, and the
emir of Qatar told CBS that he
would support the dispatch of
Arab troops to Syria to end the
violence.

Tellingly, however, the com-
ment was made in an interview
two months ago but was not dis-
cussed until the network aired it
on theweekend. It appears to have
garnered little support.
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Rebel Syrian town Zabadani
calmer after surprise cease-fire

Iranian offer to mediate uprising rejected by Muslim Brotherhood

* By KHALED YACOUB OWEIS

AMMAN/BEIRUT (Reuters) - Fighting
subsided in a rebel-held Syrian town on
Wednesday after a fragile cease-fire took
hold between President Bashar Assad’s
forces and insurgents, opposition sources
and residents said, but they wonder for
how Inng.

“Everyone is waiting to see if the tanks
will pull out, but there is intermittent
tank fire on the edges of the town and on
nearby farmland,” Abu Assad Khair, a
retired public servant, said by phone
from Zabadani, a town of 40,000 near the
Lebanese border.

“It seems it is covering fire to enable
them to pull out several armored vehicles
and tanks that the rebels had hit or
destroyed,” he added.

There was no immediate comment
from the Syrian authorities and state
media have not mentioned the Zabadani
cease-fire or five days of fighting that pre-
ceded it. Tight Syrian media restrictions
make it hard to verify cvents in the
ground.

The cease-fire, negotiated days before
the Arab League meets to decide the fate
of its monitoring mission, would be the
first successful agreement in the 10-
month-old revolt, if it holds.

An attempt to negotiate a cease-fire
during battles in the central town of Ras-
tan in July fell apart and an armored
force regained control after 10 days of
fighting rebels.

Activists said Zabadani, linked to old
smuggling routes in the rugged moun-
tains separating Syria and Lebanon, is
more difficult to storm than Rastan, sur-
rounded by flat farmland.

Anti-Assad protests have been fre-
quent in Zabadani, a mixed Sunni Mus-
lim and Christian town 30 kilometers
northwest of Damascus. Arab monitors
witnessed one demonstration there this
week during a pause in the fighting,
according to residents and YouTube
footage.

“1 think the regime agreed to the truce
because they know that with the moun-
tainous terrain, if their forces fought on,
they would suffer much heavier losses
than the rebels despite the difference in
weapons,”  said  Maher Ismail, a
spokesman for the Free Syrian Army, an
umbrella group for loosely organized
army defectors that says it is helping
defend the town.

Kamal Labwani, an opposition leader
from Zabadani who fled to Jordan last
month, said keeping tanks nearby was
part of pressure by the authorities on res-

ANTI-GOVERNMENT demonstrators carry the body of a protester Tuesday who they
said was killed during clashes with government troops in earlier protests against
Syria’s President Bashar Assad, near the northern province of Idlib. (Reuters)

idents to give up their guns.

“The regime is pushing through inter-
mediaries for the rebels to hand in their
arms, but I don’t think it is going to hap-
pen,” Labwani said.

Labwani said earlier that one person
had been killed and 50 wounded in
Zabadani during the attack. About 30
pro-Assad soldiers had also been killed, as
had an unknown number of soldiers who
had defected to the rebels, he added.

Activists from Zabadani said the ccase-fire
agreement was reached on Tuesday
between town leaders and Deputy Defense
Minister Assef Shawkat, Assad’s brother-in-
law.

Under the deal, rebels would withdraw
from the streets and troops, dominated
by the Fourth Armored Division led by
Assad’s brother Maher, would pull out. A
security police unit would remain in the
Mahata area on the edge of Zabadani,
they said.

Speaking before the cease-fire took
effect, a fighter in Zabadani, who gave his
name only as Ahmed, said rebels would
fight the army street by street if it broke
into the town.,

“We will fight them until death, which
is better than seeing what would happen
if they take over,” he said.

Meanwhile, lranian officials contacted
Syria’s Muslim Brotherhood to try to
mediate a political solution to the upris-

ing but their efforts were rebuffed, a sen-
ior Brotherhood member said on
Wednesday.

A senior Muslim Brotherhood member,
Melhem Droubi, told Reuters that the
group had seen no details of the Iranian
offer made on December 20, but that it
would not deal with Tehran unless it
revoked its support for Assad.

“They [lranian officials] asked about
the possibility of the Brotherhood visit-
ing Tehran, or Iran sending mediators to
meet our leadership,” said Droubi. “We
didn’t hear details about the offer and we
didn’t open an opportunity for them to
discuss it.

Another high-ranking Brotherhood
official was quoted by the pan-Arab daily
al-Hayat on Wednesday as saying Iranian
mediators proposed a deal offering con-
trol of the government in Damascus if
Assad could remain president.

But the Brotherhood refused to hold
talks with Iranian negotiators or the Syri-
an government, Brotherhood Secretary-
General Tayfour Farouq told al-Hayat.

It said that Iranian mediators offered a
plan in which the Brotherhood would
head-up four government ministrics, but
gradually obtain full control of the gov-
ernment.

Over 5,000 civilians and army defectors
have been Killed by Assad’s forces during
the uprising, by a United Nations count.
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Syrian pound plunges to record low on black market

DAMASCUS: The Syrian pound has
plunged to a six-year low on the black
market, trading Wednesday at 71 Syr-
ian pounds against the dollar in a sign
of growing economic woes.

“The pound traded on the black mar-
ketat 65 pounds against the dollar Sun-
day, before falling to 67 Monday and
71 this morning,” said the owner of a
Damascus foreign exchange bureau
who gave his name as Maher.

The currency traded officially at a
fairly stable 47 to the dollar between
2006 and March 2011, when anti-
regime protests erupted. Since July, it
has swung between 58 and 60 before
tumbling in the past two weeks.

Jihad Yazigi, editor-in-chief of The
Syria Report, said “the recent acceler-
ated plunge of the pound is directly
linked to the political crisis, which
affects the economy, as well as Euro-
pean sanctions on Syria’s oil exports.”

“Sanctions against crude came into
effect in November and we have since
seen an accelerated devaluation of the
pound,” Yazigi said, adding that “the
government’s foreign exchange earn-
ings are down because oil accounted
for a quarter of Syrian exports.”

The Central Bank reacted quickly in
a bid to stem the flight of capital,
authorizing savings in dollars and
euros for the first time provided that the
amount is held for at least six months.

It has also raised the interest rate for
deposits in Syrian pounds from
between 5 percentand 7 percent before
the crisis to up to 11 percent now,
depending on the duration of savings.

The depreciation has affected Syri-
ans’ purchasing power although the
authorities have until now managed to
control inflation. With respects to
inflation and GDP, the government has

still not made public its 2011 figures.

“On the other hand, the devaluation
of the pound gives local industry an
opportunity to increase export of its
products, which have become less
expensive,” said Samer Habib, direc-
tor of a private bank.

The Arab League imposed eco-
nomic sanctions on Syria on Nov. 27
but these have not been implemented
by all of its 22 members.

The sanctions include a freeze of
commercial transactions with the Syr-
ian government and of its bank
accounts in Arab countries.

Trade with Arab countries in 2009
represented 52.5 percent of Syria’s
exportsand 16.4 percentof its imports.

Iraq and Lebanon, who are not
implementing Arab League measures
against their neighbor, account for
31.4 percent of Syrian exports and
12.7 percent of imports.

“The devaluation of the pound is
also due to the immaturity of the Syr-
ian market and to speculation,” Habib
told AFP.

Indeed, the official rate of the
pound encouraged  speculation,
spurred by fluctuations in the foreign
exchange market.

“During the first weeks of the cri-
sis, clients bought dollars or euros at
the official rate to resell them in the
black market,” said Maher.

In response, the authorities have
forbidden the sale of dollars by banks,
with some exceptions, including Syri-
ans who wish to travel abroad for med-
ical treatment or study.

Economy Minister Mohammad al-
Shaar recently declared that the gov-
ernment would give priority to con-
serving foreign exchange reserves.

“It1s a way of saying that the gov-

ernment is not willing to defend the
pound at any price,” said Yazigi.

But “the plunge of the pound is not
irreversible,” said Samer Habib,
recalling the “ephemeral devaluation
of the local currency in 2006, during
the investigation of Lebanese ex-
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, which
raised the specter of a political and
economic crisis in Syria.”

“The fate of the pound hangs on the
duration of the crisis,” added the
banker. — AFP

AGENDA

LEBANON

The Arab Telecom and Internet
Forum

Habtoor Grand Hotel-Hilton,
Beirut

Feb. 2-3

The forum, organized by Al-
Iktissad Wal Aamal Group,
aims to discuss the latest devel-
opments, challenges and future
trends in the ICT sector.

ArabNet Digital Summit
Habtoor Grand Hotel, Beirut
March 27-31

The summit connects Arab dig-
ital professionals and entrepre-
neurs to learn about the latest
digital trends and technologies.
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Syria conflict persists as
monitors’ mandate expires

Residents of Zabadani said troops and tanks that had besieged the insurgent-controlled
town had pulled back after a deal to end days of fighting, according to an opposition lead-
er. Arab League foreign ministers are due to weigh their next move at meetings in Cairo
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Anti-Syrian regime protesters chant slogans and flash the victory sign 82 they march during a8 demonstration at the mountain resort town of Zabadani
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Rights groups press for
UN intervention in Syria

LEAGUE SET TO OFFICIALLY END MISSION TODAY WITH NO LET-UP IN VIOLENCE

By Dugraip Ar Baik
UAE Editor

Dubai The Arab League's
observer mission in Syria
officially ends today with
no indication that Presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad has
eased his crackdown since
monitors arrived in late
December. The League is
set to discuss the mission's
observations on Saturday
and Sunday and determine
the next course of action.

The United Nations
pledged this week to assist
the Arab mission deploved
in Syria, saying it would
start training the bloc’s ob-
servers within days.

A group of 140 Arab
rights groups demanded
vesterday the withdraw-
al of the “flawed™ Arab
League observer mission
from Syria and called for
UN intervention to halt the
violence.

The coalition sent a letter
to the pan-Arab bloc urging
it to withdraw the mission
given the “flaws that have
severely undermined
efficiency and the Syrian
government’s failure to im-
plement the Arab League
peace plan. The letter also
urged the UN Security
Council “to take action to
address the violence.”

Obama stance

Svria, however, is un-
der pressure by China and
Russia to extend the mis-
sion to avoid military in-
tervention, which Russia
has completely ruled out.

“I don’t see an end to
the conflict without in-
ternational intervention.
Extending the monitors'
mission will not stop kill-
ing people. Nearly 600
people have been killed
since they were deployed
in December,” Dr Ammar
Qurabi, head of the Change
for Syria opposition group,
told Gulf News.

On Tuesday, US Presi-
dent Barack Obama said vi-
olence in Syria had reached
“unacceptable levels™.

“We will continue to
consult very closely with

S —
POWER DEAL

IRAN'S PLAN
REJECTED

The Muslim Brotherhood has
rejected an Iranian proposal

to play a leading role in Syria’s
government in exchange for
President Bashar Al Assad
staying in power, one of its
leaders told Al Hayat newspaper.

Iranian intermediaries
proposed that the Brotherhood
“lead a government [in Syrial on
condition we give up our demand
to replace Bashar Al Assad’,
the group's deputy secretary,
Mohammad FaroukTayfur, said.

Tayfur, who is also a member
of the Syrian National Council,
dismissed reports the uprising
against Al Assad's regime is
turning more radical.

He accused the regime of
"pushing [the revolt] towards
militarisation and sectarianism.”

“The regime has primary
responsibility for what is going
onin Syria. The Syrian revolution
is peaceful; demonstrators insist
on the non-sectarian aspect” of
their action, he added.

— AFP

Jordan to create the kind
of international pressure
and environment that en-
courage the current Syrian
regime to step aside so that
a more democratic proc-
ess and transition can take
place inside of Syria.” he
said after talks with Jorda-
nian King Abdullah 1.

Meanwhile, British Prime
Minister David Cameron
vesterday accused Iran and
Hezbollah of supporting
Al Assad’s crackdown on
protesters, describing the
leader as a “wretched ty-
rant who is killing so many
of his own people.”

European Union foreign
ministers are set to tighten
the bloc’s unilateral sanc-
tions iinst Damascus
next week, diplomats said.
Eight companies and 22
individuals will be added
to an existing EU blacklist,
they said.

See also Pages 8 & 11
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Svyria may let monitors stay

Criticism mounts over failure of Arab mission

Alistair Lyon

BEIRUT— Syria may let Arab moni-
tors stay on after their mission ex-
pires on Thursday, but foes of Pres-
ident Bashar Al Assad say the UN
Security Council should step in to
halt 10 months of bloodshed.

Arab foreign ministers, due to
consider their next step later this
week, are split over how to handle
Syria, as is Security Council, which
has failed to adopt any position.

Hundreds of killings on both
sides have been reported since the
Arab League sent observers last
month to see whether Damascus
was respecting a peace plan it ac-
cepted on November 2.

An Arab League source said Da-
mascus would accept a one-month
extension of the monitoring mis-
sion, but no broadening of its
mandate. Critics say the observers
have only provided Assad with
diplomatic cover and more time to
crush his opponents.

Lebanese Druze leader Walid
Jumblatt, who has distanced him-
self from Damascus in recent
months, said the Arab monitors had
failed to staunch the bloodletting
and that Syrians wanted freedom,
like other Arabs who have revolted
in the past year. “I am more and

more concerned about the possibil-
ity that Syria will plunge into more
violence and ... maybe civil war,” he
said in an interview.

The Arab plan required Syria to
halt the bloodshed, withdraw
troops from cities, free detainees,
provide access for the monitors
and the media and open talks with
opposition forces.

A tenuous truce was holding on
Wednesday in Zabadani, near the
Lebanese border, where troops
had been fighting anti-Assad reb-
els, residents said. But heavy ma-
chinegun fire and explosions
rocked the troubled city of Homs,
an opposition group said.

“As of now there is no shelling
and no gunfire. It is quiet. But the
army is still surrounding the area,”
said one Zabadani resident who
gave her name as Rita. “The
agreement last evening was that
the army would withdraw and the
armed rebels would leave the
streets and clear roadblocks.”

Syrian forces backed by tanks at-
tacked the hill resort on Friday in
the biggest military offensive against
insurgents since the Arab monitors
began work on December 26.

Michel Kilo, a dissident Syrian
writer who spent six years in jail,
said the struggle in Syria was at an
impasse. “The regime can’t stop
people protesting and the people

can’t bring the regime down,” he
told France’s Le Figaro daily.

“I believe Assad wants to re-
gionalise the conflict and bring in
Iran, (the Lebanese armed Shia
group) Hezbollah, Iraq and to
threaten Gulf countries with a long
war,” Kilo added.

Riad Al Asaad, a leader of the
rebel Free Syrian Army, said on
Tuesday the Arab League’s efforts
had failed.

“We call on them to turn the is-
sue over to the UN Security Coun-
cil and we ask that the internation-
al community intervene because
they are more capable of protect-
ing Syrians at this stage than our
Arab brothers,” the former army
colonel said.

The Arab League source said
China and Russia, which have
blocked Security Council action so
far, had urged President Assad to
accept an extension of the moni-
toring mission to avert an escala-
tion at the international level.

Syria would allow a rise in the
number of monitors, he said, but
opposed giving them formal fact-
finding duties or permission to
visit “military zones” excluded
from the peace plan.

Qatar has proposed sending in
Arab troops, an idea rejected by
Syria and one likely to be resisted
by its Arab allies.— Reuters
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History of Arab interventions
argues against role in

analysis
Michael Young

ast Saturday, in an interview
on US television, Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Khalifa Al Thani,
the emir of Qatar, threw a
rock in the very still pond of Arab
bewilderment over Syria. He rec-
ommended that Arab troops be
sent to the country “to stop the
killing”. If previous Arab military
interventions in fellow Arab coun-
tries are anything to go by, the be-
wildermentwill not soon dissipate.

It's still unclear what Sheikh Ha-
mad had in mind. His statement
could have been a tactical manoeu-
vre, to place the onus for the car-
nage in Syria on other Arab coun-
tries, at a time when Qatar finds
itself virtually alone in aggressively
opposing the regime of President
Bashar Al Assad. Orthe emir could
have been thinking of something
more specific, namely Arab mili-
tary protection of so-called hu-
manitarian corridors, to safeguard
Syrian civilians.

The idea maynot be as far-fetched
as it appears, even though Damas-
cus has rejected any kind of foreign
military involvement in its affairs.
The French government has sup-
ported establishing humanitarian
corridors, which presumably would
be sustained from Turkish territory.
The Turkish leadership, itselfat a
loss over quite what to do in Syria,
maywelcome suchaschemeifiten-
Jjoys Arab approval, and if the boots
onthe ground are Arab.

Moreover, humanitarian cor-
ridors defended by Arabs, rather
than by Turks, would be a way to
avoid alarming Syria’s Kurds. It is
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difficult to see how Russia and Chi-
na, let alone the United States or
the United Kingdom, could active-
ly oppose an Arab consensus on
an initiative that circumvents the
United Nations Security Council.

At this stage, we can only specu-
late over what Sheikh Hamad
meant by his eryptic comments.
Yet those Arab governments reluc-
tant to go along with his project,
and they doubtless are many, can
point to the dubious record of Arab
militaryoperations during the past
half-century to chill any ambient
enthusiasm.

In the most relevant case, in 1976
the Arab League deployed what was
known as the Arab Deterrent Force
to Lebanon, to end the civil war
in the country. When formed, the
force included soldiers from ava-
riety of Arab nations, although the
vast majority were Syrian.

Creation of the force effectively
legitimised the prior Syrian mili-
tary presence in Lebanon, and
ultimately Syrian domination,
even if Arab states initially sought
to contain Syria within an Arab
framework, The other Arab contin-
gents did not remain beyond 1979,
leaving the Syrians in control on
the ground. This lasted until April
2005, when Damascus withdrew its
army after it was accused of being
behind the assassination of Raliq
Hariri, a former prime minister.

The Syrians were rarely unchal-
lenged. In the months before the
ADF was formally set up, their sol-
diers had entered Lebanon to fight
analliance of Palestinians and left-
ists, in collaboration with Chris-
tian militias. Subsequently, they
would engage in a series of vicious
armed confrontations with the
Christians, exacting a very high ci-

vilian death toll in the subsequent
decade and a half.

The Syrian entry into Lebanon was
arelatively uncommon occurrence.
Only the debilitating Egyptian cam-
paign in Yemen between 1962 and
1968 or the Moroccan takeover of
Western Sahara in 1979 were ona
comparable scale, and they did not
aim toend a domestic conflict. The
entry of Gulf troops into Bahrain
lastyear proved decisive in bolster-
ing the monarchy against those fa-
vouring reform, but was of a much
smaller magnitude.

Syria did dispatch military units
to Jordan in September 1970, to
defend Palestinian organisations
then fighting the regime of King
Hussein. However, the Syrians were
beaten back amid splits in their
leadership. The head of theair force
(and later president of Syria), Hafez
Al Assad, did not make use of his
aircraft, handing the Jordanians a
decisive advantage.

More recently, Arab states partici-
pated in two other major military
interventions in Arab countrices.
However, in the war over Kuwait in
1991 and again last year in Libya,
Arab governments were enlisted in
initiatives led by the United States
or by France and the United King-
dom. While these operations were
relatively successful, the Arab par-
ticipants went along because they

Interventions tend
mainly to exacerbate
inter-Arab discord

Syria

assumed the western governments
were pursuing limited objectives.

What are the messages for Syria
today? The first is that Mr Al As-
sad will depict any Arab military
role in Syria as partof a hegemonic
foreign conspiracy. His speech last
week, in which he declared that
Syria was the victim of a plot, set
the stage for this. How ironic fora
regime that maintained anarmyin
Lebanon for three decades. But the
reality is that the Arab world has
no successful, entirely Arab mili-
tary accomplishment to look back
upon as a model for Syria.

A second message is that where
there is no Arab consensus, mili-
tary interventions tend mainly to
exacerbate inter-Arab discord.
Brute force alone allowed Syria to
impose its will in Lebanon for so
long, over opposition from certain
Arab countries. Egypt's warin Yem-
enwas in large part a consequence
of its bitter rivalry with Saudi Ara-
bia. The Western Sahara remains
a source of profound tension be-
tween Morocco and Algeria. And so
on. As desirable as Arab harmony
over Syria would be, itis unlikely to
be forthcoming.

On Sunday, the Arab League is
scheduled to discuss Sheikh Ha-
mad’s suggestion. Mr Al Assad will
play on Arab differences to keep a
military option at bay. He may suc-
ceed. However, Arab states may
have to reinvent themselves mili-
tarily in Syria, for it is principally
they who would bear the brunt of a
Syrian civilwar, ifone begins.

Michael Young is opinion editor of
the Daily Star newspaper in Beirut
and author of The Ghosts of Mar-
tyrs Square: An Eyewitness Account
of Lebanon’s Life Struggle
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