Die syrische Armee befreit
Duma und Hama

PRESSESCHAUSYRIEN #36
26. Januar 2012

In seiner Pressekonferenz hatte Walid al-Mouallem, der syrische Aufenminister
hervorgehoben, dass der Bericht der Beobachter der arabischen Liga zugab, dass die
syrische Regierung die Pflicht hat, die Sicherheit des Volkes zu garantieren. Ohne zu
zaudern hat die regulire Armee die Stidte Duma und Hama befreit, die zum Teil von
der wahabitischen Legion besetzt waren. Es stehen in beiden Stddten noch
Stadtviertel aus und ein grofSer ldindlicher Raum, der sich in den Hdnden von
ausldndischen Streitkrdften befindet.

Dem entgegen haben fiir die internationale Presse, die vortdiuscht den Inhalt des
Beobachterberichtes nicht zu kennen, die syrischen Sicherheitskrdfte ihre blutige
Repression der pazifischen Demonstrationen in den beiden Stddten weitergefiihrt. Von
dieser Analyse ausgehend, hat der Golfkooperationsrat [GCC] — der nicht nur die
arabischen Golfstaaten sondern auch alle arabischen Monarchien vereinigt —
beschlossen, die Sache vor den Sicherheitsrat zu bringen, um der Schwdche der Liga
zu entgehen und eine militirische Intervention zu legalisieren.

» Abdel Halim Khaddam hat dem Figaro von seinem Pariser Exil aus, ein Interview
gegeben. Er beschuldigt Président el-Assad, Syrien zerlegen zu wollen, um sich in
einem alauitischen Staat zuriickzuziehen. Isabelle Lasserre, die Interviewerin, hat sich
nicht gefragt, was Prisident el-Assad dazu fiihren konnte, sich dem Plan der
Neugestaltung des ,,Erweiterten Mittleren Orients* der Neokonservativen
anzuschlieBen.

* Mit der Unterschrift von Lorenzo Cremonesi, spielt der Corriere della Sera an, dass
die syrische Obrigkeit die Verantwortung fiir den Mord von Vater Basilius Nassar
trage. Sein teuflischer Plan bestiinde darin, sich der christlichen Minderheit zu nihern,
um ihr eine islamistische Gefahr vorzutiduschen.

* Der Daily Telegraph (UK) berichtet {iber ein Treffen mit Omar Bakri Mohammed in
seinem libanesischen Exil. Jener, den die offentliche britische Meinung fiir den
Drahtzieher der London Attentate im Juli 2007 hilt, erkldrt mit dem Brustton der
Uberzeugung, dass die ,,Al-Qaida Briider* jederzeit bereit wiren, Selbstmordattentate
in Syrien zu vervielfdltigen, wenn die Opposition ihnen dafiir den Auftrag gibt.

* Nach einer elftdgigen Reise in den Mittleren Osten hat Senator John Kerry Fragen
der Foreign Policy (US) beantwortet. Was ihn betrifft, befinde sich Syrien am Rande
eines Biirgerkrieges. Er hat nicht von direkten Aktionen der USA gesprochen, aber
erklart, dass Washington die Bemiihungen der arabischen Liga und des GCC aus der
Néhe verfolge.

Voltairenet.org



» L’Orient-Le Jour begliickwiinscht die Veroffentlichung eines offenen Briefes des
syrischen National Rates [SNR], das die Bezichungen der kiinftigen Regierung (wenn
der SNR an die Macht kime) mit dem Libanon betrifft. Der Text — der die Sykes-Picot
Teilung der Gegend, das saudische Abkommen von Taéf, und die israelischen
Anspriiche auf Chebaa annimmt — erteilt den Politikern der Koalition vom 14. Mérz
volle Genugtuung. Jedoch, bedauert die Zeitung, ist dieses historische Dokument —
dessen Inhalt integral gebracht wird — nur ein Projekt, das noch immer nicht vom
SNR gebilligt wurde.

» L’Orient-Le Jour enthiillt auch, dass [der Vorsitz] der arabischen Liga, d.h. der
Qatar, mit dem Agypter Mohammed el-Baradei Kontakt aufgenommen hitte, um aus
ithm den Sondergesandten der Liga in Syrien zu machen. Die Information wurde
seither offiziell dementiert.
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Damas réprime,
Moscou persiste

SYRIE Malgré I'offensive sur Hama, les Nations unies
demeurent paralysées par I'intransigeance russe.

prés Homs, c’est 2
A présent la ville de

Hama qui fait I'objet
depuis deux jours d’une
vaste offensive de 'armée
syrienne. Au lendemain de
I’hostilité manifestée a Da-
mas par la Ligue arabe etde
sadécision d'internationali-
ser, via les Nations unies,
la crise syrienne, I’attaque
entend montrer que le ré-
gime n’utilisera pasd’autres
moyens que la force pour
mater I'insurrection qui dure
depuis plus de dix mois et a
fait, selon I'ONU, plus de
5400 morts.
«[Lesautorités] ont décidé de
régler ln situation de maniére
la vile des [milices] armées»,
écrivait hier le journal Al-
Watan, I'un des organes du
régime. Selon ce quotidien,
lamédiation «entreprise par
les observateurs arabes ces
demniers jours, en coordination
avec les autorités locales, n’est
pas parvenue a apaiser la si-
tuation». C'est donc un re-
tour a la répression pure et
simple que le régime privilé-
gie. «Larmée syrienme pilonne
Hama al'arme lowrde wilisant
deslance-roquettes. Les chab-
biha [milices loyales au ré-
gime, ndlr] et les agents de
sécurité appuyés par des chars
pilonnent de toutes parts le
quartier Bab Qobli», accu-
saient hier les comités locaux
de coordination, qui organi-
sent la mobilisation des mili-
tants sur le terrain et font
état d’«un déploiement de prés
de 4000 soldatset de biindés»
dans cette ville située a
210 km au nord de Damas.
L'attaque de Hama a valeur
de symbole: la vieille cité
avait faitI'objet d’une terri-
ble répression en 1982 a la
suite d’une violente révolte
des Fréres musulmans contre
Hafez al-Assad, qui avait fait
entre 15000 et 20000 morts.
Par cette nouvelle offensive,
le régime entend bien mon-
trer qu’il peut récidiver.
Clause. Cette volonté de
faire plierla ville rebelle in-
tervient alors que, sur le
front diplomatique, la situa-
tion demeure toujours blo-
quée par!'intransigeance de
Moscow. Les Européens, qui
ont adopté lundi de nouvel-
les sanctions contre Damas,
ont indiqué vouloir un vote
au Conseil de sécurité en
début de semaine prochaine

“

|

g -

Olivier Balez. Né en 972 Dernier album paru: la Cordée du

mont Rose (Les Arénes).

sur un nouveau projet de ré-
solution fondé sur le plande
la Ligue arabe. Le projet de
texte sur lequel travaillent
des pays européens et arabes
appelle a suivre I'exemple de
la Ligue arabe en imposant
des sanctions au régime sy-
rien. Mais cette clause a elle
seule pourrait entrainer un
blocage de la part des diri-
geants russes. Moscou est
«ouvert a des propositions
constructives» surlaSyrie et

Hama est devenue la nouvelle
cible de I’armée syrienne,

qui a déployé «présde

4000 soldats et des blindés».

reste opposé a 1'usage de la
force et a toute résolution de
I’ONU qui soutiendrait des
sanctions unilatérales contre
Damas, a déclaré, hier, le
chefde la diplomatie russe,
Serguel Lavrov, un homme
de Vladimir Poutine.

Derrigre cette intransigeance
se devine la déception de
Moscou qui s'est estimé floué
apres la résolution 1973 sur la
Libye - la Russie s"était abs-

tenue-, qui a permis aux
puissances occidentales
d’intervenir pour sauver la
rébellion. S’ajoute la campa-
gne électorale pendant la-
quelle il serait malvenu pour
Poutine d’apparaitre comme
ayant cédé aux Occidentaux.
Otage. Enfin, la Syrie de-
meure, dans la région, le
dernier allié historique de la
Russie, qui continue de hui li-
vrer des armes. Apres les
élections russes, en mars, le
Kremlin sera-
t-ilsusceptible
d’assouplir sa
position ? Tout
dépend de ce
que les Etats-
Uniset!'Union
européenne sont préts a lui
donner en échange, le dos-
sier syrien étant visiblement
otage des intéréts de Mos-
cou. Ce qui complique en-
oore 'affaire, c’estle cas ira-
nien, ol 1a encore Russes et
Occidentaux s’opposent, et
ol Téhéran apparait de plus
en plus impliqué dans la ré-
pression orchestrée par Ba-
char al-Assad.
JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
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CONU alarecherche dun
compromis contre Damas
> Syrie Reprise du plan de la Ligue arabe

La Grande-Bretagne, les Etats-
Unis et la France discutent avec les
diplomates russes d'une résolution
au Conseil de sécurité des Nations
unies sur la Syrie. Ils ne cherchent
pas a imposer @ Moscou leur projet
de sanctions contre la Syrie, mais
veulent pavenir ensemble @ un
compromis. Le ton a changg. Il per-
mettra peut-étre de créer un front
uni contre Damas.

Le plan de la Ligue arabe, publié
dimanche, constitue une nouvelle
base pour larecherche dun consen-
sus. Il appelle le président Bachar
el-Assad @ déléguer une partie de
ses prérogatives a son vice-prési-
dent et a créer un gouvernement
d'union nationale avec l'opposition.

Lespoir des diplomates occiden-
taux est de faire passer une résolu-
tion aussitét que possible, peut-
étre au début de la semaine
prochaine, pour opposer a latti-
tude du président syrien une répro-
bation internationale sans équivo-
que, la premiére depuis le début du
soulévement populaire en mars
dernier. [Is essaient de convaincre
Moscou qui, jusqu'a maintenant,
s'est fermement opposé i tout pro-
jetderésolution condamnant la Sy-
rie.

Méme Moscou s'impatiente
Seule faille dans son soutien au
régime de Bachar el-Assad, Moscou
a défendu la mission de la Ligue
arabe et méme intercédé pour que
Damas accepte la venue d'observa-
teurs. Selon Riad Kahwaji, directeur
de Tlnstitut d'analyses militaires
pour le Proche-Orient et le Golfe
(Inegma) 3 Beyrouth, «il sera diffi-
cile pour le Kremlin d'ignorer I'ap-
pel de la Ligue, dautant plus qu'il

ne prévoit aucune intervention
étrangére». Bien que Moscou ait an-
noncé que sa position restait in-
changée, un envoyé russe aurait
sermonné Bachar el-Assad pour
son incapacité 3 mettre en ceuvre
une solution pacifique.

Les Russes ont des intéréts straté-
giques et économiques en Syrie, ce
qui motive leurs réticences a
I'égard des rétorsions €conomi-
ques contre Damas et explique
leurs craintes que le régime ne soit
démis au profit d'un autre qui leur
serait moins favorable. Au sein du
Conseil de sécurité, un deuxiéme
pays fait barrage a d'éventuelles
sanctions contre Damas: la Chine,
qui, hormis son intransigeance de
principe envers toute ingérence ex-
térieure, na pas d'intéréts majeurs
en Syrie et pourrait, pour cette rai-
son, suivre la Russie dans le cas ol
cette derniére aurait décidé d'ap-
puyer les sanctions.

Mais, méme si elle devait aboutir
au Conseil de sécurité, I'initiative
arabe a peu de chances de parvenir
a rétablir le calme en Syrie. Bassma
Kodmani, du Conseil national sy-
rien (CNS), la principale organisa-
tion de l'opposition, pense que cela
arrive trop tard: «Les Syriens sont
impatients. Ils veulent plus quune
résolution au Conseil de sécurité:la
fin des violences.» Boris Mabillard

® Le secrétaire général du Crois-
sant-Rouge syrien et président desa
branche locale d'Idleb (nord-ouest)
a été tué mercredi selon un com-
muniqué du Comité international
de la Croix-Rouge (CICR). «Abd-al-
Razzaq Jbeiro était abord d'unvéhi-
cule sur lequel F'embléme du Crois-
sant-Rouge était clairement visible,
lorsqu'on lui a tiré dessusn. (AFP)
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Corriere della Sera (Italie / Italy)

Violenze Primo religioso caduto dall'inizio della rivolta. L'episodio & successo ad Hama, roccaforte dei ribelli sunniti

Siria, sacerdote ucciso negli scontri

Colpito mentre soccorreva i feriti. I regime: colpa dei «terroristi»

2 & uno dei poli piiz tesi del Pae-
S8 @ roccafonte storica dal fonda-
mentalismo sunnita contro il

varia a seconda delle fonli da
Bu000 3 40,000,

prete ortodosso trentecme govemo scita-danita che domi-  ensificarsi delle violenue, I'eser-
mo religioso cristiano moro  maquasi incontrastato dal colpo  cito @ tornato a circondare ka 20-
aallo scoppio delle sommosse @& stato nel 1g70. Nel 1982 }e  nawrbana A indso agosto é scat
in Siria quasi 11 mesi fa Secon-  truppe speciali dell’allora peesi-  tatala ione, costata la vi-
doFagemia stampa ulficide Sa-  dente Hafer Assad (podre dellat-  ta a centinaia di attivisti In au-
g, padre Basilius Nassar sareb- i tunno e tensioni s ermo con-
be stato uosiso &2 un proettile centrate altrove, specie nel satto-
Sparato dai «gruppi temroristie, re confinante con fa Turchia. Ma
che I'avredbe colpito alla testa negli ultimi due giomi, con il ri
mentre cercava di SoCCOITErg tiro degli osservatori sauditi e
un cvile ferito negli scontri. E dei Pazsi @el Golfo dalla missio-
accaduto jeri 3 Hama, uno dai ne & monitoraggio volute dak
centri pidl caldi delle rivolte, Laga Araba, il regime i Dama-
200 chilometr 2 est dalla capita- sco ha fatto capire di voler ri
le. «le circostanze deila sua con la palitica del pu-
morte sono sospetie. Padre Nas- £no di ferro. A Hama due giomi
sar si trovava 2 oitre so chilome- [a sono stati segnalate g vittime.
tri dalla sua chiesa, Mutranieh Non lontano dalia della
Hama, 1a basilica piu importan- morte def sacerdote & stato eri
te delle cingue che si trovano in assassinalo a sangue raddo an-
dmw:mmopumems heun della Mezza
se I, nel di Jaramieh Luna Rossa locale. Cresce dun-
presso il villaggio ai kair  Pope ortodosso que il timore anche tra i crca
Bubum, pur sapendo che la zo- trentenne 15.000 CTistiani Jocal (su 1ma po-
na sarebde stata coinvoita nella polazione urbana &i 700.000)
NUOV3 offensiva militare gover Guidava atesiica G Hama  Sono nuove colonne
nativae, ba raccontato per tele- i truppe in movimento dalle c-
fono avvocalo Anwar Bunnd, Basilius Nassar, trentenns serme. Ma cresce anche il disor
altivista Jocale per la difesa dai cristiand otodosso dine. Proprio tra Hama e Homs
diritti amani. G Hama, L2 sua chiesa, criminali comuni stanno impo-
1 i delle sommos-  Mutranieh Hama, & la hasiica nendo il teTrore con § BUOYO F-
se 2 Hama soltolineano che i pid importante delie dngue ket dei rapimenti.
fatto & ancora sotto inchiesta.  che si rovano in citd LCr

Ma la regione & nel cacs. La cit-

» [La comunita Finora ha goduto della protezione degli alauiti
[l paura dei cristiani:
«Meglio il regime di Assad
delle vendette islamiche»

DAL NOSTRO INVIATO

mmmmmﬂmmm 100

MAR MUSSA — Cibo biologico, meditzione
cenobitica nel deserto tra Je mura di un monaste-
10 antico quasé un millennio e diglogo

al , che lui stesso volle ri-

mmmmmmmmm

mmmmmndsmu
midi nel

con 1'islam, a ogni costo, contro I'incabo cre-
scente 2l fondamentalismo. L'eccezione che
confermna k2 regola @i cristiani siriani schierati
in tutto e per tutto con il regime si incarma nella
figura di padre Paolo Dail'Oglio, che I'anno scor-
50 & stato messo dl'indice da capi delle Chiese
Jocali per le sne criticha alla repressions violenta
delle manifestazioni per mano dalla polizia & As-
sal Per incontrario siamo salité 2l suo centro &
eremitaggio abbarbicato tra ke forre rocciose &
Mar Mussa «E il primo episodio &i violema

internazionales
amareggiato questo gesuita nato a Roma nel
1954 & in Sirka da oltre tre decadi, riferendosi al-

I@odﬂmm@mmﬂmm

lomrmlemdmumemnumwd:m
@i omosessualita e padofilia tra alcuni pretti im-
pumn&ilemxecmxmgimsomdm
tate un'arma eccellente per cercare di liberarsi di
me. Poi la remions dei miei amici nel Passe e
all'sstero mi ha salvato. [l regime ha concesso la
gramix resto in cambio delia discrezione. Ma @
complicato farm tacere del tuttos.

A sentire perd Je critiche contro padre Packo
mpsponmuaammhmnem
cogliere @ senso profondo della storica alleamza

ira regime e cristiani in Siria. «Cira voce chesia

Simboll Il Corang 1a croce e un rivato del presidente Bashar Assad in una via di Damasco (Afp)

i 3 ragyi infrarossi tra e sue coses, confids Ga-
briele Daoud, prefato della Chiesa siro-ortodossa
nella basifica di San Giongio, il vescovado nel cuo-
Te della cittd vecchia i Damasco. Parole che pos-
5000 solo fare sorridere chi appena conosce il ge-
suita italiano. Se resta una traccia forte dal suo
passato tra le fila dell'estrema sinistra #aliana &
il radicato antismericanismo. «<Padre Pa-
0l0 & un utopista. Non capisce che i contestatori
dﬂmmmmma@omim
dell’Arabia Saudita. Chiadono riforme? Ma
gammmpmmdﬂmﬁmp-

@21 mandato francese 3 metd degli anni Quaran-
ta, trovarono un'intesa con i sunnita. Ma

todosso e autore di un libro sull'emégrazione cri-
stiana dalla Siria. Minoranza in crisi: una condi-
ione che & diventata la regola tra i cristiani sem-
pre piil ménacciati in Medio Oriente. «Basta rile-
vare il fallimento violento delle rivolwioni in

@i istamici, non & Qincile capire § motivi del-
Tostillit cristiana nei confronti dele rivodte in Si-
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La Stampa (Italie / Italy)

NUOVA GIORNATA DI REPRESSIONE
Siria, 1 “terroristi” uccidono un sacerdote
e un responsabile della Mezzaluna Rossa

mmm Un religioso cristiano e stato
ucciso ieri ad Hama, nel centro della
Siria, da un «gruppo terroristico ar-
matoy. Lo riferisce l'agenzia di
stampa ufficiale siriana Sana, sotto-
lineando che la vittima, il sacerdote
Bassilius Nassar, é stato colpito a
morte mentre soccorreva un uomo
ferito nel quartiere di Jarajme. Sem-
pre ieri e stato ucciso il capo della
Mezzaluna Rossa a Idlib, Abdulra-
zak Jbero. L'uomo stava viaggiando
in macchina quando é stato aggredi-
to da «un commando terroristay, se-

condo quanto riportato da fonti d’in-
formazione ufficiali. «Gli hanno spa-
rato in testa. E stato trasportato in
ospedale dove e mortoy, afferma la
Sana. Almeno sette persone sono
state uccise ieri nella repressione in
Siria, secondo fonti degli attivisti.
Secondo i Comitati locali di coordi-
namento dell’opposizione, continua
per il secondo giorno l'offensiva del-
le forze di regime su alcuni sobbor-
ghi di Hama e I'assedio a Qalamoun,
provincia di Damasco, dove sono
statiusati anche carri armati.
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Publico (Portugal)

Russia contra
aprovacao de
sancoes a Siria

® O Governo da Ruassia anunciou on-
tem que continua a opor-se a apro-
vacao de sangoes contra a Siria no
Conselho de Seguranca das Nacoes
Unidas, onde tem direito de veto.

Em Moscovo, o ministro dos Ne-
gocios Estrangeiros, Serguei Lavrov,
criticou as poténcias ocidentais por
insistirem numa acc¢ao “unilateral”
que, a acontecer, sera “desonesta” e
“contraprodutiva”.

Na terca-feira, e apos o Presidente
sirio, Bashar al-Assad, ter rejeitado
o plano da Liga Arabe para a transi-
cao politica naquele pais — exigindo
a sua saida e a criacao de um governo
de unidade e transi¢ao —, os arabes
fizeram saber que vao pedir a inter-
vencao do Conselho de Seguranca.
Esperam que este adopte medidas
que levem Assad a ceder.

Representantes da Franca e da
Gra-Bretanha disseram esperar que
a Russia aceitasse as sancoes, se 0
pedido viesse dos proprios arabes.
Lavrov, porém, disse que o seu pais
vai insistir numa solu¢ao negociada
para o conflito sirio, que entrou no
11.9 més e matou mais de cinco mil
pessoas, segundo a ONU. “Nao vemos
uma soluc¢ao facil, mas concordamos
em continuar o dialogo, em manter
0 contacto com outros paises e em
ajudar a encontrar uma solugao pa-
cifica”, disse o ministro, citado pela
Reuters.

A Russia foi recentemente criticada
por ter firmado um acordo para o for-
necimento de avioes de combate ao
Governo de Damasco — Washington
pedira um embargo de venda de ar-
mas a Assad. Perante a polémica, os
russos explicaram que se trata de um
contrato para a construcao de avioes
e nao de uma entrega imediata.

A Russia é um pais aliado da Siria
(0s lacos Moscovo-Damasco recuam a
era soviética) e Lavrov nao comentou
o desejo arabe de afastar Assad.

Ja no discurso sobre o estado da
nacao (ver pag. 2 e 3), o Presidente
dos EUA, Barack Obama, disse que
o regime sirio tem os dias contados.
“Assad vai descobrir muito em breve
que as forcas da mudanca sao irre-
versiveis.”

No terreno, a violéncia continua.
As forcas governamentais bombar-
dearam Hama (centro oeste) com
artilharia pesada e explosivos — de
acordo com a estacao de TV Al-Ara-
biya estavam envolvidos no ataque
quatro mil homens, apoiados por
tanques. Segundo as organizacoes
de defesa dos direitos humanos no
local, ha dezenas de mortos e muita
destruicao.

™els TAT2AA SIS TG ati T e el
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)
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The Washington Post (USA)
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The Washington Post (USA)

Kerry says Syria
is ‘close’ to civil war

Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman JohnF.
Kerry (D-Mass.) said in an
interview that Syria is “pretty
close” to civil war but did not
suggest any new policy initiatives
to address the situation.

“It certainly has the feel” of
a civil war, said Kerry, who just
returned from an 11-day trip
around the Middle East.

He told the Cable that the
escalating violence in Syria was
the leading topic of discussion in
his meetings with regional
officials. He did not suggest any
new actions, such as directly
aiding the opposition or
establishing humanitarian safe
zones near the border.

“I think we've got to work with
alot of allies,” he said. “The Arab
League and the Gulf
[Cooperation] Council are taking
significant initiatives with
respect toit, and I think we really
need to consult with them and see
step by step what’s appropriate.”

Kerry’s comments differed
from those of Sen. Robert P.
Casey Jr. (D-Pa.), chairman of the
subcommittee on the Middle
East, who said in a separate
interview that the Arab League
isn’t doing all it can and that the
United States should do more.

“I would hope the Arab League
can be more constructive and
more effective than they have
been to date,” Casey said. “I think
itwas a debacle sending in folks

that weren’t able to conveya
sense of legitimacy or
competence in terms of putting a
team on the ground to monitor.”
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The Washington Times (USA)

Activists claim government attack:
Russia pushes talks, not sanctions

FROM COMBINED DISPATCHES

Syrian government forces stormed
restive districts of a central city on
Wednesday, firing mortars and deploy-
ing snipers in an assault that killed at
least one person, activists said.

The assault began Tuesday night, ac-
cording to the Local Coordination
Committees, an umbrella group of ac-
tivists and opposition members.

Shells slammed into several districts
around Hama’s Bab Qebli area, the
group said.

One person was killed by sniper
fire, according to the LCC and another
opposition group, the British-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights.

Meanwhile in Moscow, Russia’s for-
eign minister said Wednesday that his
country will stonewall any U.N. sanc-
tions on Syria and will push for a quick
start of talks between the Syrian govern-
ment and the country’s opposition.

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said
Moscow would block any attempts to
get UN. approval for sanctions against
Syria that have been imposed by other
nations, saying that such a move would
be “unfair and counterproductive.”

The U.S., the European Union, the
Arab League and Turkey all have intro-
duced sanctions against Damascus in
response to Syrian President Bashar
Assad’s violent crackdown on oppo-
nents.

The uprising has left more than

A young Syrian girl holds a placard in
Arabic at a protest that states: “l am
breathing freedom.”

5400 people dead, according to UN. es-
timates.

The UN. Security Council has been
unable to agree on aresolution since the
violence began in March because of
strong opposition from Russia and
China.

Other Arab states have been step-
ping up pressure on Syria to end 10
months of bloodshed. Syrian Foreign
Minister Walid al-Moallem signaled
Tuesday that the crackdown will con-
tinue, adding that Syria will solve its
own problems.

Mr. al-Moallem’s televised news

conference came amid signs that the
current Arab strategy to solve the cri-
sis was collapsing.

Gulf Arab countries on Tuesday said
they were pulling their observers from
an Arab League mission in Syria and
urged the UN. Security Council to take
all “necessary measures” to force the
country to implement a League peace
plan announced Sunday to create a na-
tional unity government in two months.

Damascus has rejected the plan as a
violation of national sovereignty.

Mr. al-Moallem brushed off the
threat of referring the issue to the Se-
curity Council — a move that could lead
to tougher sanctions — rather than try-
ing to resolve it regionally.

The prospect of U.N. involvement
has raised fears in Syria that an inter-
national intervention could be next.

Mr. Lavrov on Wednesday said Rus-
sia’s own draft of a Security Council res-
olution on the violence in Syria re-
mains on the table, and that Moscow
was open for any “constructive propos-
als”

Western diplomats said the Russian
proposal falls short of their demand for
a strong condemnation of the Syrian
regime’s crackdown on civilians.

But Mr. Lavrov reaffirmed that any
U.N. resolution must say clearly it
“couldn’t be interpreted to justify any
foreign military interference in the Syr-
ian crisis.”
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Gulf monitors leave Syria,
League seeks UN support

Syrian tanks besetting restive villages
leaving three dead, says opposition

* By MARIAM KAROUNY

DAMASCUS (Reuters) -
Observers from Gulf Arab states
left Syria on Wednesday after
their governments said  they
were “certain the bloodshed
and killing of innocents would
continue,” and the Arab
League pursued UN support for
a plan to end President Bashar
Assad’s rule.

But their colleagues in Dam-
ascus pledged to pursue the
League’s monitoring  mission,
now extended until February
23, to verify Syria’s compliance
with an earlier Arab peace plan.

“The departure of the GCC
|Gulf Cooperation Council|
countries will not have an
impact on the mission’s work.
We are all protessionals here
and we can do the job,” said a
senior  Arab  monitor, who
asked not to be named.

“We were around 170 or so
and now with them leaving we
are around 120,” the monitor
said. “We need more monitors
of course and more will come
soon to replace those who left.”

Monitors from Kuwait, the
United Arab  Lmirates and
Bahrain left the Syrian capital
and those from other Gulf
states were expected to follow
suit soon.

Arab League chief Nabil Elara-
by and Qatari Prime Minister
Hamad bin Jassim al Thani,
who heads the League's com-
mittee on Syria, wrote jointly to
UN Sccretary-General Ban Ki-
moon setting out the plan for a
political solution in Svria.

The letter asks for a “joint
meeting between them in the
UN headquarters to inform the
Security Council about devel-
opments and obtain the sup-
port of the Council for this
plan,” a League statement said.

Several diplomats at the Unit-
ed Nations said France and
Britain were working with Qatar
and other Arab delegations on a

new draft resolution supporting
the Arab League plan.

“The UN Security Council
must support the Arab League’s
courageous decisions, which
are trying to end the repression
and violence in Syria and find a
solution to the political crisis,”
French  Forcign  Ministry
spokesman  Bernard  Valero
said. “Our aim is to get a reso-
lution approved.”

He said the talks should
enable the Security Council to
support and enforce the Arab
plan by giving it the necessary
international guarantees for it
to be implemented.

Russia’s  Foreign  Minister
Sergei Lavrov said his country,
which holds a veto in the UN
Security  Council, remained
opposed to sanctions on Syria
and reiterated its opposition to
military intervention.

Syrian  opposition  groups
have accused the observer mis-
sion, which began December
26, of giving Assad diplomatic

cover to pursue a crackdown
on protesters and rebels in
which more than 5,000 people
have been Killed since March,
by a UN tally.

The  British-based  Syrian
Observatory for IHHuman Rights
said seven people were killed
on Wednesday, including one
killed by soldicrs surrounding
the Bab Qabli district in the
central city of Hama and a
woman who died after a shell
landed on her house near the
town of Qusair, 10 kilometers
from the Lebanese border.

It also said army deserters
clashed with soldiers in the
rebellious provinee of Idlib, dis-
abling three armored vehicles
and Killing or wounding six
soldiers.

The government says it is
fighting foreign-backed
Islamist “terrorists” who have
killed 2,000 soldiers and police.
State news agency SANA said
30 more were buried in the last
two da}',\’.

GENEVA (Reuters) - The
head of the Syrian Arab Red
Crescent in the northern
town of Idlib was shot dead
on Wednesday, the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross said.

“We just learned a few min-
utes ago of the death of Mr.
Abdulrazak Jbero, head of the
Syrian Arab Red Crescent
branch in Idlib. Mr. Jbero was
on his way by car from Dam-
ascus to Idlib. Ile was shot.

Circumstances  are  still
unclear,” Beatrice Megevand-
Roggo, head of ICRC opera-
tions for the Near and Middle

Red Crescent official
shot dead in Syria

East, told Reuters in Geneva.

“Regardless of the circum-
stances, the ICRC condemns
this very severely,” she said.
“The lack of respect for med-
ical services is still a great
issuc in Syria.”

Jbero, a Syrian national, was
also vice president of the Syri-
an Arab Red Crescent, having
previously served as its first
president, ICRC spokesman
Hicham Hassan said.

Svrian  state  television
blamed “terrorists” for the
killing sayving that Jbero had
been “assassinated” in Khan
Sheikhoun district.
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Des divergences retardent la publication d'un
document historique de lopposition syrienne
pour « tourner la page noire » avec le Liban

Un document ouvrant une
réelle perspective d'avenir sur
les relations libano-syrien-
nes dans une éventuelle Syrie
postbaassiste, le premier dans
son genre, a été publié¢ hier au
nom du « bureau exécutif du
Conseil national syrien », la
principalc instance {cpréscn-
tant l'opposition syrienne au
régime du président syrien
Bachar el-Assad.

Dans cette « Lettre ouverte
au peuple syrien » — applaudie,
dés sa publication, par le se-
crétariat général des forces du
14 Mars, qui a reconnu dans
cette initiative « une démar-
che courageuse », le Conseil
national syrien reconnait entre
autres formellement la souve-
raineté et l'indépendance du
Liban, évoque la nécessité de
relations équitables entre les
deux Etats sur cette base et
réclame notamment l'aboli-
tion du Conseil supérieur li-
bano-syrien et la révision des
traités bilatéraux iniques.

Cependant, il s'avere, aprés
enquéete, que ce document,
pourtant en tous points his-
torique, n'avait pas encore été
formellement validé, jusqu'a
hier soir, par le Conseil na-
tional syrien. 1l s'agirait d'un
pm{'ct 3«: dc'cla.‘mtion formelle
de la part de Fopposition sur
les relations libano-syriennes,
toujours a I'étude au sein du
CNS, mais qui a transpiré
hier par le biais de certains des
membres du bureau exécutif
de l'instance. La question de
savoir si ce texte — qui vient

urtant s'inscrire dans la
Egnée de la déclaration Bey-
routh-Damas/Damas-Bey-
routh de 2005, mais qui n'est
cette fois pas le fait d'intellec-
tuels, mais de forces politi-
ques ! — fait I'unanimité entre
les différentes composantes
du CNS reste actuellement en
suspens. Alinsi, le texte a-t-il
été publi¢ hier sur la p:‘\Fc Fa-
cebook du groupe qui dépend
du CNS, mais pas sur son site
officiel, ce qui est probable-
ment révélateur des divergen-

ces qui animent actuellement

Topposition syrienne.

Le texte intégral

Voici le texte intégral de ce
document :

« Fréres Libanais, avec I'en-
trée de notre révolution, la ré-
volution du peuple syrien, dans
son onziéme mois, et avec les
sacrifices consentis par notre
peuple pour la liberté, la di-
gnité et le changement démo-
cratique, et dans I'élan de notre
combat pour la chute du régi-
me de Bachar el-Assad et son
gang, objectif qui est bientot
prés d'étre réalisé, notre Conseil

récie hautement le soutien
u peuple libanais a son frére,
le peuple syrien, ainsi que son
souﬁe:lpo[itique, humanitaire
et moral 4 la révolution syrien-
ne. Le CNS estime qu'il‘existe
une cause commune entre les
peuples libanais et syrien : la
démocratie en Syrie constitue
un soutien fondamental i [l'in-
dépendance du Liban. Il s'agit
la d'une occasion de toumer
une page noire dans [histoire
des relations syro-libanaises,
assombrie par le régime dicta-
torial en Syrie, qui a étré
les fonnesylgs (}us cxgea’geblm
de tutelle, d'influence et d'in-
gérence. Notre Conseil assure
que le tournant que constitue
la révolution syrienne entre
‘ére de la dictature et de la
rannie, dune part, et ['ére
e la liberté et de la démocra-
tie, de lautre, ouvre grand les
horizons a un avenir commun
entre nos deux peuples et pose
les fondations cF 'une coo! -
tion étroite entre eux », note la
lettre ouverte.

Le document poursuit :
« Fréres Libanais, le CNS,
qui aspire 4 un avenir radieux
entre une Syrie libre et dé-
mocratique et le Liban, met
'accent sur les principes sui-
vants : (1) La Syrie libre, in-
dépendante et démocratique
reconnait le Liban en tant que
patrie souveraine et indépen-
dante. (2) La Syrie souhaite
des relations bilatérales en-

tre deux Etats indépendants,
souverains et égaux, et deux
peuples fréres qui dispose-
raient d'une histoire com-
mune, et d'un présent et d'un
avenir communs. (3) La Syrie
aspire  fonder avec le Liban
indépendant et démocratique
des pligjets communs entreqles
deux Etats et les deux peuples
dans tous les domaines, sans
ingérence d'une partie dans
les affaires de I'autre, projets
dans Je cadre desquels les
deux Etats joueraient un role
complémentaire au sein d’un
cadre arabe pour ['édification
d'un nouveau systéme arabe

ui renouvellerait le concept
gc l'arabité en tant que lien
culturel, économique et hu-
main. Les deux pays coordon-
neraient ensemble pour un
nouveau pacte arabe qui s'ins-
Ei-lrcrait e la déclaration de

iyad de 2007 et qui paverait
la voie a la consolidation des
valeurs du pluralisme et de la
tolérance dans le monde ara-
be. (4) Les deux pays conside-
rent que la diversité religieuse
et raciale constitue une valeur
unique que le Liban et la Sy-
rie partagent et ils s'engagent
a defendre cette particularité
historique qu'ils considérent
comme une source de richesse
sur le plan culturel et humain.
(5) La Syrie aspire, en se fon-
dant sur les rincipes qui pré-
cédent, et s le respect de
votre pacte national consacré
par I'accord de Taéf, a ceuvrer
communément avec un Liban
indépendant et démocratique
pour régler immédiatement
et directement les dossiers ur-

ents suivants : (a) La révision
ﬁes accords conclus entre les
deux pays pour parvenir a de
nouveaux accords qui préser-
veraient les intéréts de chacun
des deux pays, d'une part, et
leurs intéréts communs, de
l'autre. (b) La concentration
des relations entre les deux
pays et les deux Etats au ni-
veau de la représentation di-
plomatique saine au niveau de

deux ambassades. (c) L'abo-

lition du Conseil supérieur
libano-syrien. (d) Le tracé
des frontiéres entre les deux
pays, notamment dans la ré-

ion des fermes de Chebaa.
%e) Le contréle des frontiéres
entre les deux pays. (f) La fin
du role sécuritaire, que ce soit
au niveau des ingérences dans
les affaires libanaises, ou du
trafic d'armes qui vise 2 faire
du Liban une aréne en oppo-
sition avec les principes fgg-
dateurs de 'entité, de 'Etat et
de la loi. (g) La création d'une
commission d'enquéte syro-
libanaise commune pour ré-

ler la question des détenus et
ﬁes disparus dans les prisons
du régime (syrien). »

Et le texte d'ajouter : « Fre-
res Libanais, les Syriens, aprés
la victoire de leur révolution,
et les Libanais, aprés la libé-
ration et la démocratisation
de la Syrie, ont devant eux
une longue bataille pour faire
entrer les deux pays dans une
nouvelle ére, celle de 'état
civil, de la modernité et du
développement, ainsi que
de la construction des inté-
réts communs. Le CNS, qui
expose ici les principes qu'il
pense étre ceux qui devraient
régir les relations entre la Sy-
rie et le Liban, se fonde en dé-
finitive sur l'intérét de la Syrie
a I'établissement de relations
de fraternité, de bon voisina-
ge et d'intéréts évidents entre
elle et le Liban, et d'un intérét
syro-libanais a la naissance
d'un nouveau systéme arabe
fondé sur les intéréts entre des
%ays souverains et égaux. Le

NS choisit ce timing pour
présenter ces principes, a 'ap-
proche d'un instant historique
aussi bien pour la Syrie que

ur le Liban, en l'occurrence
F:pproche de la chute du ré-
Fimc Assad qui représente

obstacle permanent face 2
I'établissement de relations
saines entre les deux Etats et
les deux peuples. Ce que nous
déclarons aujourd’hui n'est
Fas uniquement un acte de
oi dans ses relations, mais un
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acte de reconnaissance du fait
que deux Etats indépendants
peuvent ceuvrer, coordonner
et réussir ensemble. Deux
Etats qui s'entraideraient et
ui ne constitueraient pas un
ardeau I'un pour l'autre. »

« Fréres Libanais, la révo-
lution syrienne vous lance un
appel du cceur et de la raison.
é)ll;::e s'adresse a votre coeur et
votre raison. Voila que nous
ceuvrons aujourd’hui ensem-
ble pour un avenir radieux qui
garantirait la sécurité, la paix
et la stabilité pour la région et
ses peuples. Gloire aux mar-
tyrs qui sont tombés pour l'in-
dépendance du Liban. Gloire
aux martyrs de la révolution
syrienne, qui écrivent avec
leur sang l'avenir de la Syrie,
du Liban et de la région »,
conclut I'appel, qui est signé
%:u' « le bureau exécutif du

onseil national syrien ».

Une « démarche
courageuse » pour
le 14 Mars
Dans une premiére réaction

particuliérement favorable a
ce texte, le secrétariat général
des forces du 14 Mars a fait
paraitre hier le communiqué
suivant : « Le secrétariat a recu
avec grande joie la lettre ouver-
te émanant du Conseil natio-
nal syrien adressée au peuple
libanais, et considére que cette
lettre constitue un signe d'es-
poir et une démarche coura-
§§use en faveur de l'ouverture

une nouvelle page dans les
relations libano-syriennes,
fondées sur la souveraineté et
l'indépendance des deux pays.
Le secrétariat général consi-
dére que ce message historique
mérite une réponse par le biais
d'une lettre ouverte qui traite-
rait dans les détails les points
soulevés [par le CNS, compte
tenu de l'importance de I'évé-
nement, que ce soit du point
de vue de son contenu ou de
son timing. Le secrétariat as-
pire également a davantage de
contact dans l'intérét des deux
peuples et des deux pays. »
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Moscou freine toujours les efforts

internationaux sur la Syrie

Révolte Les forces de sécurité lancent une offensive contre Hama ; les observateurs du Golfe quittent
Damas ; le Canada impose de nouvelles sanctions au régime.

Les efforts internationaux
pour sortir la Syrie de la
crise se heurtent toujours a
Plintransigeance de la Rus-
sie 2 FONU, au moment ou
Parmée syrienne a lancé une
vaste offensive dans le centre
du pays.

Les Européens, qui avaient
adopté lundi de nouvelles
sanctions contre Damas, ont
effectivement indiqué vouloir
un vote au Conseil de sécurité
de PONU lundi ou mardi pro-
chains sur un nouveau projet
de résolution basé sur le plan
de sortie de crise proposé par
la Ligue arabe. Le projet de
texte concerné appelle a suivre
l'exemple de la Ligue en im-

sant des sanctions @ Damas.

ais cette clause a elle seule
pourrait entrainer un blocage
de la part de la Russie, gran-
de alliée de Damas. « Nous
sommes ouverts a toute pro-
position constructive visant a
mettre fin aux violences » en
Syrie, a ainsi déclaré le chef
de la diplomatie russe Serguei
Lavrov. Mais la Russie reste
opposée a toute initiative per-
mettant le recours 4 la force
ou a « des sanctions prises
sans aucune consultation »
avec Moscou et Pékin, a-t-
il ajouté. Par ailleurs, Mos-
cou est également ouverte a
lidée d'éventuels pourparlers
directs entre le régime syrien
et l'opposition a l'endroit qui
leur conviendrait, a observé
M. Lavrov. « Si I'opposition
ne veut pas se rendre a Da-
mas, ce pourrait étre Le Caire
(...), 1a Turquie et le territoire
de la Fédération de Russie »,
a-t-il dit. M. Lavrov a aussi
souligné que la Russie était
ouverte a des amendements
a son propre L})rojet de résolu-
tion a 'ONU, qui condamne
I'usage de la force 2 la fois par
le régime de Bachar el-Assad

et 'opposition syrienne. Mais
des diplomates occidentaux
jugent la version de Moscou
trop floue et dépassée depuis
'adoption, ce week-end, du
nouveau plan de la Ligue
arabe.

Concernant la Ligue arabe,
cette derniére a pris contact
avec I'Egyptien Mohammad
el-Baradei, ancien directeur
général de 'Agence interna-
tionale de I'énergie atomique
(AIEA), pour Iui proposer
le poste d’envoyé spécial en
Syrie. 1l s'agirait de veiller
a'la mise en ceuvre du plan
adopté ce week-end par les
Etats membres de la Ligue et
qui prévoit la mise a I'écart du
président Bachar el-Assad.

ar ailleurs, selon la chai-
ne de télévision al-Arabiya,
des diplomates occidentaux
et arabes veulent propo-
ser de suspendre la Syrie de
I'Unesco, afin d’isoler encore
plus Damas.

En outre, le gouvernement
canadien a annoncé hier de
nouvelles sanctions a I'encon-
tre du régime syrien, visant
notamment quatre banques et
trois sociétés pétroliéres ainsi
que 22 personnes, essentiel-
lement des membres de I'ap-
pareil de sécurité. Il s"agit du
cinquiéme train de sanctions
de ce type adopté par le Ca-
nada depuis mai demnier.

Dans ce contexte, les obser-
vateurs des monarchies arabes
du Golfe ont quitté Damas,
ﬁprés la décision de leurs pays

e se retirer de la mission de
la Ligue arabe. Les 55 obser-
vateurs du Golfe doivent étre
remplacés par dautres ob-
servateurs arabes. Les autres
membres de I'équipe d'obser-
vateurs restent en revanche en
Syrie, les autorités ayant don-
né leur accord mardi a une
prolongation d'un mois de la

mission. Dans un entretien
avec le chef de la mission des
observateurs arabes déployés
en Syrie, le général Moham-
mad Ahmad Moustapha al-
Dabi, le ministre des Affaires
étrangeéres, Walid Moallem,
a d'aﬁleurs souligné « I'enga-
gement de Damas a coopérer
totalement avec la mission des
observateurs », selon I'agence
officielle SANA.

Par ailleurs, la Commis-
sion générale de la révolution
syrienne (CGRS, un mouve-
ment d’'opposition) a appelé le
général Mohammad Ahmad
Moustapha al-Dabi a « venir
voir les chars blindés 2 Hama
avant qu'ils ne détruisent la
ville ».

Sur le terrain en effet, « 'ar-
mée syrienne pilonne Hama
a l'arme lourde utilisant des
lance-roquettes », pour la
deuxiéme journée consé-
cutive, ont affirmé hier les
Comités locaux de coordina-
tion (LCC) qui organisent la
mobilisation. « Les chabbiha
(milices loyales au régime)
et les agents de sécurité, ap-
puyés par des chars, pil

Damas avait affiché mardi sa détermination @ en finir avec la révolte populaire et & débarrasser Hama des

« milices armées » ...

Phoro YouTube

voix du ministre des Affaires
5 Walid Moall

de toutes parts le quartier de
Bab Qobli. » « Il y aurait des
morts et des blessés. Des mai-
sons se sont effondrées », in-
diquent les LCC faisant état
d’un « déploiement de pres
de 4 000 soldats » dans cette
ville située a 210 km au nord
de Damas.

De méme, selon I'agence
officielle SANA, un prétre,
Bassilius Nassar, a été assas-
siné par un « groupe terro-
riste armé » alors qu'il portait
secours 4 un blessé 2 Hama.
Mais les LCC affirment que
le prétre a été tué dans « I'of-
fensive du régime contre
Hama ».

Damas avait affiché mar-
di sa détermination, par la

2 en finir avec la révolte po-
pulaire réprimée dans le sang
depuis mars. Le quotidien
al-Watan, proche du pouvoir,
a parlé d'une offensive pour
reprendre plusieurs quartiers
aux mains des insurgés a
Hama, aprés « I'échec des ef-
forts déployés » pour une so-
lution pacifique. Les autorités
« ont décidé de régler la si-
tuation de maniére définitive
(...) afin de débarrasser la ville
des (milices) armées », écrit le

journal.

L’Observatoire syrien des
droits de 'homme (OSDH),

un enfant de 5 ans et sa mére,
ont péri dans les provinces
de Damas et Homs, selon
la méme source, alors que la
chaine al-Arabiya faisait état
de 24 tués dans le pays hier.
Signalons que Hama est un
symbole de la lutte contre
le régime depuis la terrible
répression en 1982 d'une ré-
volte des Fréres musulmans,
mouvement interdit, contre
le président Hafez el-Assad,
pere de l'actuel président, et
qui avait fait 20 000 morts.
‘Toujours sur le terrain, dans
la province d'Idleb, le prési-
dent de la section locale du
(;n;oissa.nt—Rouge syrien, Ab-

qui avait € annoncé
mardi l'offensive, a ainsi fait
état de trois civils tués hier a
Hama. Six autres civils, dont

Jbeiro, a été tué par
«un groupe terroriste armé »
dans le secteur de Khan
Cheikhoune, a fait savoir
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I'agence de presse SANA.

Enfin, les Nations unies ne
sont plus en mesure de fournir
un bilan précis des victimes
de la répression en Syrie, a
reconnu hier la haut commis-
saire aux Droits de 'homme
Navi Pillay. « Nous avions un
chiffre de 5 000 » morts depuis
le début des manifestations en
Syrie en mars 2011, a-t-elle
déclaré a la presse. « C'est da-
vantage maintenant. » Mais
ses services, a admis Mme
Pillay, « ont désormais des
difficultés » pour obtenir un
bilan fiable, car « certaines zo-
nes sont totalement fermées,
notamment des quartiers de
Homs ».

(Sources : agences
et rédaction)
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How the Assads won the West over

s the regime of President
Bashar Assad pursues its
campaign of repression

against its own population,
how do those Western officials who
once saw Syria as a serious partner in
the Middle East feel?

The Assads, father and son, benefit-
ed from a profound misunderstanding
of the nature of their leadership. None
of Damascus’ many interfocutors ever
doubted that they were dealing with a
fetid dictatorship, but they pursued
their flirtations anyway. Somehow,
they repeatedly persuaded themselves
that Syria was a key to unlockirag
closed regional doors. That the doors
wsually stayed closed failed to discour-
age further advances.

Bashar Assad cheerfully exploited
this obstinacy, as he did tHe supreme-
ly idiotic insight that someone who
doesn’t look, dress and talk like a
thug cannot possibly be a thug What-
ever his deeper proclivities, Bashar
has internalized a system that is,
essentially, a vast ciminal enterprise,
one that ﬁ]as entirely absorbed him.

What are some of the mispercep-
tions that have sustained Syna’s auto-
crats for so long? The most resilient
was that Syria under the Assads was
reformable. The masks are down, so
that when the Syrian president brings
up his pulporte& reform program these
days, he is greeted with contempt. But
for more than a decade the unqualified
worthlessness of this proposition was
plain to those bothering to look.

There is no great mystery in the
way Syria is nun. True reform in
country would mean undermining the
delicately balanced structure that
Hafez Assad set up to protect his rule,
and that of his family. Like any good
architectural work, Hafez built institu-
tions of govemnance and subjugation
Fropped up by neutralizing contrary

orces. Security bodies and military
units proliferated, but also cancelled
each other out; governments were
etemal, but were counterbalanced by
the Baath Party, while both were
dominated by the security services,
themselves arbitrated by the president.
The political arrangement rested on
Alawite solidarity and advancement,
but Sunnis were mntegrated into it,
even as they were denied substantial
authority. The regime was alleogedly
secular, but as of the mid-1980s it
expanded the numbers of schools and
mosgu% to earn religious legitimacy
fno oubt facilitating infiltration of
slamist groups as well). And so on.

Even Hafez Assad himself occasion-
ally had trouble maneuvering such a
bulky machinleé. Balshglr, less thgillful an

rator, could only play at the mar-
‘égs. He opened Syria up to foreign
nks and investment. But this primari-

None of
Damascus’
interlocutors
doubted they
were dealing
with a fetid
dictatorship

aq benefited the ruling clique, above all
e president’s cousin Rami Makhlouf,
who expanded his stake in the Syrian
economy, becoming a conduit for major
fransactions. You could now sit at

trendy new sidewalk cafes in Damascus,
Assad’s promoters crowed. But most
Syrians couldn’t afford a latte, and this
veneer of modemism was somehow
confused with political openness.

The inability to reform impacted on
many fronts. le]iuch has been made of
Hafez Assad’s willingness to sign a
Eteace treaty with Israel during the

990s. Yes, the Syrians appeared gen-
uinely willing to go quite far, while the
Israelis backtracked at the Shepherd-
stown talks in December 1999, refus-
ing to return the entire area of the
Golan Hei%hrs to Syria’s sovereignty.
However, it was never clear how the
Syrian order would have adjusted to a
settlement. This would have imposed a
substantial overhaul and demobiliza-
tion of the military and security edi-

fice, shaking the very foundations of
Assad rule. It seems apparent that
Bashar Assad, despite welcoming a
ﬁr‘oces of negotiations with Israel,

ew that he did not have the latitude
that his father enjoyed to manage the
aftermath of a successful outcome.

If Bashar couldn’t reform domesti-
cally and had limited room to conclude
a peace settlement with Israel, Syria
during most of the past 10 years never
theless took on the role of an ardent
spoiler. In Iraq after 2003, on the Pales-
tmian-kraeli track after the death of
Yasser Arafat in 2004, and in Lebanon
after the Syrian pullout of 2005, Dam-
ascus was a compulsive fire-starter. But
here, too, the behavior of the Assads
§enerated a new misunderstanding: If
Syna could start fires, then presumably
it could also help extinguish them.

Except for one thing. Under Bashar
Assad, _[%na was a second-rate Arab
power. There was no “peace process”
to lend it regional relevance; Assad
soon lost Lebanon; and the Bush
administration’s objectives in Iraq ran
against those of Syria, so engagement
became futile. Damascus could siphon
jihadists into Iraq; it could, with Iran,
turn Hamas against Mahmoud Abbas
and the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion; and it could cooperate wit
Hezbollah to reverse the shaky inde-
pendence that Lebanon gained in 2005.

But what Assad could not do was sur
render any of the cards he had accumu-

lated. By doing so, Syria would have
lost its leverage, with little to compen-
sate fo(rjl Ehg e Americans :gd uro-
ns di in returning to Damascus
Fszsk Asaggtl: facilitaltggsolutions all
around him. The French mainly pleaded
on behalf of Lebanon; the Americans
requested help to break the Palestinian
deadlock. President Barack Obama fol-
lowed with a promise of “engagement.”

And Assad budged on not a single
recg‘at of the foreign envoys. He
deduced, quite reasonably, that if he
did so, no one would knock at his
door any more. Even Arab foes were
coming around. Saudi Arabia recon-
ciled with Assad, despite his alliance
with Iran, and compelled its recalci-
trant Lebanese allies to do the same.
But at some stage, all shell games
backfire. By never delivering, Assad
was seen increasingly as a time-waster,
and a liar to boot.

Today, everyone from French Presi-
dent Nicholas Sarkozy to Qatar’s Emir
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, friends
of Bashar past, as well as Barack Oba-
ma, realize whom they were pamper-
ing. They have recoiled in disgust. But
for too long they eagerly bought into
Bashar Assad’s scam, and people are
still dying because of their error.

Michael Young i opinion editor of THE DAILY STAR
and author of “The Chasts of Maryrs Square: An
Fyawitness Account of Lebanon's Life Struggle”
(Simon & Schusier). He tweels @BeinuiCalling.
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Al-Hayat, in its ian. st issue, depicts Syria in a state of distress and in need of help.
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Syria merits a political solution

Arab League’s best option is to negotiate with Al Assad as military intervention will prove to be a logistical nightmare

By Francis MATTHEW
Lditor ar Large
t is becoming part of the regional
dialogue that the Arab nations
might look at sending a military
force to Syria. This idea is still
running as a potential back-up to the
possible failure of the political track
the Arab League is following, with its
call for President Bashar Al Assad to
step down and delegate his powers to a
deputy while a national government is
formed as a prelude to free presidential
and parliamentary elections.

The weakness of this plan is that it
needs Al Assad’s agreement, which he
has not offered. Meanwhile, the League
has renewed the mandate for its ob-
server mission in Syria for another
month, but this mission is unlikely to
get anywhere as the Syrian government
appears to be able to run rings around
it, and the declared purpose of the ob-
servers (which is to bring about an end
to the violence) seems unlikely.

These multiple frustrations mean
that the military intervention which
has been suggested by the prime min-
ister and foreign minister of Qatar and
several others, remains as a possible
next route for the frustrated League.
But huge difficulties have to be faced
before any such proposal can get any-
where near reality, both on a political
and practical level.

The practical military side is very im-
portant. Any large military force needs
regular daily or even hourly supplies,
and fighting forces need a large range of
support functions. The many square kil-
ometres of huge camps (now standing
empty) in Iraq are a monument to how
much supply and support a large armed
force needs.

Despite the politics behind the two
recent interventions in the region, the
American force in Iraq, and the Nato
force in Afghanistan are two examples
of the practical challenges that the
League would have to cope with if it
mounted its own mission in Syria. The
recent Nato intervention in Libya is not
a good military example since it did not
include large numbers of ground forces,
and the air force in action used existing
Nato bases in Italy.

The League would have to establish
a large central supply base in Syria, or
maybe just over the border in a neigh-
bouring country. It would also have to
set up local bases all over Syria so that
the forces have somewhere to sleep,
regroup, and prepare for the next day’s
mission. There would also have to be
regular flights to all these bases to sup-
ply what such a force would require.

The League would also need to find
nations willing to contribute their
forces, and help fund the cost of such a
mission. Syria’s neighbours are very un-
likely to be able to stretch their forces to
take on this task: the Lebanese and Jor-
danian armies are too small to take on
such a mission, and the Iragi army has
enough to do. Therefore an Arab force

would have to operate without the help
of Syria’s neighbours, making the logis-
tics even more difficult.

In addition, the large Arab states with
armed forces that can supply the number
of soldiers that are needed to take con-
trol in Syria are all tied up with the ef-
fects of the Arab Spring. For example,
it is impossible to imagine the interim
Egyptian government being willing to
send a large Egyptian force to Syria, and
also very hard to imagine Field Marshal
Tantawi being willing to accept such an
order if it were made,

But the most telling challenges are
not so much these insuperable practi-
cal ones, but the intractable political
challenges. What would be the political
aims of such a force in Syria? Since the

League has been very
clear that it does not
support President
Bashar Al Assad kill-
ing his own people by
the hundreds every
week, there are two
options: it will either
try to keep the peace,
which means it will
be fighting both the
Syrian army and the
opposition force, or
it will be on the side
of the opposition and
will have to fight the
Syrian army.

In addition, it
would be very hard
for a peace-keeping
force to work in Syr-
ia, where the dispute
is not between two
geographically dis-
tinct armed forces,
but between the peo-
ple and the govern-
ment’s forces, and
trouble can erupt an-
ywhere in the coun-
try at any time.

The real problem
in Syria is not the
military challenge,
but the continuing
lack of any powerful
political figure in the
opposition who can
offer a clear choice to the country. This
compares with the lingering support for
Al Assad, who has not been deserted
by the military or the middle classes. It
seems that he is ready to try and tough
it out.

If the League is serious about its plans
to achieve a change in Syria, then it
needs to get Al Assad’s agreement. A
political route to a new Syria is far more
important than any attempt to rush into
amilitary expedition, with all its attend-
ant difficulties.

GULFNEWS.COM

POST YOUR COMMENT
* Log on to www.gulfnews.com/opinions

LUIS VAZQUEZ/OGuUIf News.
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Russia to keep blocking UN
sanctions on Damascus

Moscow open to 'constructive proposals’

Moscow (AP) Russia will
stonewall any UN sanc-
tions on Syria and will
push for a quick start of
talks between the Syrian
government and the coun-
try’s opposition, the Rus-
sian foreign minister said
yesterday.

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said Moscow would
block any attempts to get
UN approval for sanctions
against Syria that have
been imposed by other na-
tions, saying that such a
move would be “unfair and
counterproductive”.

The US, the European
Union, the Arab League
and Turkey all have intro-
duced sanctions against
Damascus in response to
Syrian President Bashar Al
Assad’s violent crackdown
on opponents. The upris-

ing has left more than 5,400
people dead, according to
the UN estimates.

The UN Security Council
has been unable to agree on
a resolution since the vio-
lence began in March be-
cause of strong opposition
from Russia and China.

Proposal on table

Lavrov said Russia’s own
draft of a UN Security
Council resolution on the
violence in Syria, which
circulated earlier this
month, remains on the ta-
ble, and that Moscow was
open for “constructive
proposals”.

Western diplomats said
the Russian proposal fell
short of their demand for
a strong condemnation of
the Syrian regime’s crack-
down on civilians.
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Russia stays
firm on Syria
as regime
pounds Hama

DAMASCUS — Russia said on
Wednesday it would consider
“constructive proposals” to end
bloodshed in Syria but was op-
posed to force or sanctions, as
regime troops reportedly pound-
ed the protest hub of Hama.
“We are open to constructive
proposals that go in line with the
set task of ending violence,” For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov said in
Moscow after meeting his Turkish
counterpart Ahmet Davutoglu.
Lavrov said any UN Security
Council resolution backed by
Russia “must firmly record that it
cannot be used or interpreted to
justify anyone’s outside military
intervention in the Syria crisis”.
His comments came after Rus-
sian and US officials held talks in
Moscow on how to stop the vio-
lence in Syria. On the ground,
meanwhile, activists said the se-
curity forces were pounding
Hama for the second straight day.
“The Syrian army is bombarding
Hama with heavy weapons, using
rocket-propelled grenades,” said
a statement from the Local Coor-
dination Committees. — AFP
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Decision time for Syria

he Gulf States are to withdraw their observers from the Arab

League’s observer mission in Syria. This decision comes even as

the Syrian government gave approval for an extension of the

observer mission for another month. Furthermore, the Gulf Co-
operation Council has called on the UN Security Council to take all nec-
essary measures to implement the Arab League peace plan. The GCC
decision follows that of Saudi Arabia — that in lieu of the continuing
violence at the hands of the Syrian regime and the failed promises of
President Bashar al Assad to implement promised peace initiatives —
decided to pull its observers out only recently.

The GCC’s decision to refer the matter to the Security Council is
significant for it will bolster the international community’s efforts to
take punitive action against Assad. So far the GCC and the Arab League
were pursuing diplomacy and
even regional sanctions to de- The GCC states’ decision

fuse the turbulent crisis. How-

ever, in face of the obdurate torefer the Syrian Crisis
stand taken by Damascus and t0 the UN comes after

Assad’s blatant refusal to stop ; ~:
the violence against what he jOInt Arab efforts to

calls armed criminals and ter- deter Assad failed

rorists sponsored by foreign

elements, things have only de-

teriorated. Hence the GCC decision to pull out its observers and refer
the matter to the UN. Apparently, now a joint resolution is being pre-
pared for voting. While military intervention may be the least preferred
option at present, wider sanctions are being planned. But the crucial
question is how to bypass the Russian and Chinese veto of any resolu-
tion in the Security Council.

Meanwhile Syria has responded angrily to the Arab states’ decision to
refer the matter to the UN. The Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Al Maol-
lem’s announcement that the crackdown will continue only reaffirms the
government’s resolve to not relent. Moreover, the League’s proposal to
form a unity government in two weeks has been outright rejected by
Damascus. This does pit Assad against the regional states as well as the
international community. It is now crystal clear that he plans to fight to
the end. Maybe at this time because of Russian and Chinese support in
the Security Council, Syria feels it can take on international opposition.
But the question is how long would it be able to retain even this support
if bloodshed and violence continues on the same pattern.

With the larger number of Arab states now alienated against Assad,
there is little hope for regional diplomacy to bear fruit. It is indeed un-
fortunate that Assad did not take this golden opportunity and instead
chose the path of confrontation.
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Lavrov Balks at UN Sanctions on Syria

The foreign minister says
Russia’s own draft of a UN
Security Council resolution
on the violence in Syria
remains on the table.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russia will stonewall any UN sanc-
tions on Syria and will push for a quick
start to talks between the Syrian gov-
ernment and the country’s opposition,
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said
Wednesday.

Lavrov said Moscow would block
any attempts to get the UN approval for
sanctions against Syria that have been
imposed by other nations, saying such a
move would be “unfair and counterpro-
ductive.”

The United States, the European
Union, the Arab League and Turkey all
have introduced sanctions against Da-
mascus in response to Syrian President
Bashar Assad’s violent crackdown on
opponents. The uprising has left more
than 5,400 people dead, according to the
UN estimates.

The UN Security Council has been
unable to agree on a resolution since
the violence began in March because
of a strong opposition from Russia and
China.

Lavrov said Russia’s own draft of

a UN Security Council resolution on
the violence in Syria. which circulated
earlier this month. remains on the ta-
ble, and that Moscow was open for any
“constructive proposals.” Western diplo-
mats said the Russian proposal fell short
of their demand for a strong condemna-
tion of the Syrian regime’s crackdown on
civilians.

But Lavrov reaffirmed that any UN
resolution must say clearly it “couldn’t
be interpreted to justify any foreign mili-
tary interference in the Svrian crisis.”

“We believe that our approach is fair
and well-balanced, unlike the attempts
to pass one-sided resolutions that would
condemn only one party and, by do-
ing so, encourage another one to build
up confrontation and take an uncom-
promising stance.” Lavrov said after the
talks in Moscow with Turkish Foreign
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu. “We have
seen that in Libya, and we will not allow
the repetition of the Libyan scenario.”

Protesters using fake blood, body bags and masks of Bashar Assad and Vladimir Putin outside the UN this week.

Russia abstained in the UN vote au-
thorizing military intervention in Libya,
but harshly criticized NATO for what it
saw as an excessive use of force and civil-
ian casualties during the NATO bombing
campaign against strongman Moammar
Gadhafi's regime.

Rebels in Libya eventually succeeded
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Lavrov meeting Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu on Wednesday.

in overthrowing Gadhafi, but they had
enormous military support from the se-
curity alliance. NATO jets flew 26,000
sorties, including 9,600 strike missions.
against Libya in 2011, destroying about
5.900 Libyan government military tar-
gets in a nine-month campaign.,

Russian officials have strongly warned

MATTHEW

the West against emulating the Libyan
experience in Syria.

Lavrov called for a quick start to talks
between the Syrian government and the
opposition, suggesting that they could be
hosted by Egypt. the Arab League. Tur-
key or Russia.

Asked about the Arab League’s call
Sunday for a unity government in Syria
in two months, Lavrov said Russia be-
lieves that the talks between the Syrian
government and the opposition should
start without any preconditions.

“We proceed from the assumption
that all participants in such dialogue
would seek to reach accord and show re-
sponsibility for the fate of the country
and its people.” he said.

Russia has been a strong ally of Syria
since Soviet times. when Syria was led by
the president’s father. Hafez Assad. It
has supplied Syria with aircraft, missiles.
tanks and other heavy weapons. The 27-
nation EU, in contrast, has imposed an
arms embargo against Syria.

In December, a Russian ship appar-
ently carrying tons of weapons made a
dash for Syria after telling Cypriot of-
ficials it was heading to Turkey. Turk-
ish officials said the ship went instead to
the Syrian port of Tartus, which Russian
warships use as a resupply stop.






