Los occidentales dejan de sonar
con la “revolucion siria”

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #37
Viernes 27 de enero de 2012

Se fisura la unanimidad de la prensa occidental y del Golfo que habia prevalecido en
los 10 ultimos meses. Algunos grandes diarios presentan la operacion del ejército
nacional sirio para la liberacion de las ciudades ocupadas por la Legion Wahhabita
como una forma de represion politica contra civiles desarmados, pero otros medios
incrementan las sefiales de alerta: las fotos de civiles que protestan contra el
presidente al-Assad ceden espacio a las imdagenes de enmascarados armados
mientras que los reportajes mencionan multiples actos de violencia de tipo
confesional o delincuencial, que nada tienen que ver con alguna forma de oposicion
politica.

Los medios de prensa de Occidente y del Golfo siguen reflejando la posicion de sus
gobiernos, pero sin entusiasmo: la romantica imagen de la «revolucion siria» ha
desaparecido. El unico argumento que les queda para convencer a los lectores es
presentar a los «rebeldesy como «insurgentes», hacer crear que son soldados sirios
desertores y no en su mayoria mercenarios extranjeros de la Legion Wahhabita, a
menudo reclutados entre los miembros de Al-Qaeda.

Todos los comentaristas estan a la espera de la proxima reunion del Consejo de

Seguridad de la ONU, donde deben presentarse las proposiciones de la Liga Arabe y
de Rusia.

Voltairenet.org
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Le Monde (France)
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)
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Der Standard (Autriche / Austria)

»Syrien darf nicht Libyen werden®

Russlands Blockade: Antiwestlicher Reflex, Wahlkampf

Josef Kirchengast

Wien - Im UN-Sicherheitsrat
zeichnet sich eine neue Konfron-
tation zwischen dem Westen und
Russland im Fall Syrien ab. Wah-
rend Grofibritannien und Frank-
reich gemeinsam mit arabischen
Verbiindeten einen Resolutions-
entwurf vorbereiten, der die Ara-
bische Liga in ihrer Forderung
nach einem Riicktritt des syri-
schen Staatschefs Bashar al-Assad
unterstiitzt, bekréftigte der russi-
sche Auflenminister Sergej Law-
row Moskaus Nein zu Sanktionen
odereiner Militaraktion (beides ist
im Resolutionsentwurf gar nicht
enthalten).

,Syrien darf nicht Libyen wer-
den®: Das ist nach den Worten des
russischen Nahost- und Islamex-
perten Georgi Mirskij die Maxime
der russischen Blockadepolitik.
Mirskij, Professor am Moskauer
Institut fiir Weltwirtschaft und In-
ternationale Beziehungen, sprach
am Mittwochabend auf Einladung
des Renner-Instituts und des EU-
Russland-Thinktanks Iceur in
Wien.

+Schuld am Tod Gaddafis*“

In Russland herrscht laut Mirs-
kij die Meinung vor, der Westen
habe Moskau im Fall Libyen betro-
gen (wo es sich beim Beschluss
des UN-Sicherheitsrats iiber eine
Militarintervention der Stimme
enthielt). Viele Russen glaubten,
Prasident Dmitri Medwedew (der
die Stimmenthaltung anordnete)
sei fiir den Tod des libyschen Ex-
Diktators Gaddafi verantwortlich.
Seit dem ,Libyen-Debakel® wiir-
den wichtige auflenpolitische Ent-

scheidungen nur noch von Pre-
mier Wladimir Putin getroffen.

Mirskij erklart Putins Haltung
auch mit dem laufenden Prisi-
dentschaftswahlkampf. Der Pre-
mier wolle sich als ,grofler, unab-
hédngiger Fiihrer* présentieren,
der niemals nach der Pfeife Ame-
rikas tanze. Dies komme der noch
immer verbreiteten antiwestli-
chen und antiamerikanischen
Sowjetmentalitit entgegen. In
Russland glaube auch niemand,
dass es dem Westen wirklich um
Demokratie gehe — und dass das
westliche System sich vom russi-
schen unterscheide. Stattdessen
wiirden vor allem die USA ver-
dédchtigt, stdndig auf ,schmutzi-
gen Tricks* gegen Russland aus zu
sein. ,Putin und Medwedew ver-
stehen nicht, was Demokratie, de-
mokratische Institutionen und 6f-
fentliche Meinung sind.*

Dennoch sieht Mirskij im Fall
Syrien auch rationale Griinde fiir
Moskaus Kurs: Eine Militarinter-
vention konne dort eine Radikali-
sierung der Islamisten ausldsen,
im Vergleich zu der die dgypti-
schen Muslimbriider ein ,Kinder-
garten® seien. Angesichts der Ent-
wicklung in Syrien selbst glaubt
Mirskij, dass sich Assad nur noch
ein paar Monate halten kann.

Zum Atomstreit mit dem Iran
meint der Moskauer Experte, Te-
heran wolle zeigen, dass es ,flinf
Minuten vor der Bombe steht und
sie jederzeit bauen kann - das wol-
len sie abernicht”. Die inzwischen
verscharften Sanktionen von USA
und EU hétten einzig den Zweck,
Israel von einem Militdrschlag ab-
zuhalten - ,denn das hétte kata-
strophale Folgen*.
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Neue Ziircher Zeitung (Suisse / Switzerland)

Kiampfe in Vororten
von Damaskus

Araber wollen Uno einbeziehen

(Reuters/dapd) - Die Auseinanderset-
zungen zwischen Aufstindischen und
Sicherheitskriften in Syrien haben die
Tore der Hauptstadt Damaskus er-
reicht. In mehreren Vororten waren in
der Nacht zum Donnerstag und tags-
iiber Kampfe im Gange, deren Larm
nach Angaben von Bewohnern auch im
acht Kilometer entfernten Zentrum der
Metropole zu horen war. Ein Armee-
offizier sagte der Nachrichtenagentur
Reuters, dass seit den Morgenstunden
im Vorort Duma Kéampfe im Gange ge-
wesen seien. Die Sicherheitskrifte such-
ten in der Hochburg der Regierungs-
gegner nach Waffen und steckbrieflich
gesuchten Personen, hiess es. Aktivisten
sagten, die Aufstindischen hétten
Duma fiir einige Tage unter ihre Kon-
trolle gebracht, worauf die Sicherheits-
krifte zuerst abgezogen und nun wieder
einmarschiert seien. Dabei sei die Ar-
mee aber auf keinen Widerstand gestos-
sen. Sie sprachen von 200 Festgenom-
menen. Kiampfe wurden auch aus den
Vororten Harasta und Irbin gemeldet.
Zeitgleich mit der Wiederaufnahme
der Beobachtermission der Arabischen
Liga forderte ihr Chef, Nabil al-Arabi,
in scharfen Worten ein Ende der An-
griffe auf die Zivilbevolkerung. Die ara-
bische Staatengruppe sei tiber die an-
haltende Gewalt in Syrien besorgt. Er
kiindigte fiir kommenden Montag eine
Reise zum Uno-Hauptquartier in New
York an, um dort den Plan der Arabi-
schen Liga fiir Syrien zu erldutern, wel-
cher den Riicktritt des Prisidenten und
demokratische Wahlen vorsieht. Das
russische Aussenministerium erkléarte
derweil, es werde seine eigene Syrien-
Resolution im Sicherheitsrat vorantrei-
ben. Moskau hat bisher eine Verurtei-
lung der Gewalt in Syrien verhindert.
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Publico (Portugal)

Confrontos junto a Damasco entre
tropas do Governo e a oposicao

Ana Gomes Ferreira

Entre a opcao de Assad e

a opc¢ao dos arabes para
resolver o conflito sirio esta
a Russia, que apresentara

a sua propria resolucao ao
Conselho de Seguranca

® O conflito sirio chegou ontem a
fronteira de Damasco, a capital do
pais. Logo pela manha, as tropas go-
vernamentais atacaram o subtibio de
Douma, zona de refligio de muitos sol-
dados desertores que combatem ago-
ra o Presidente, Bashar al-Assad.

Na quarta-feira, um grupo destes
homens tentaram tomar Douma. A
“tentativa das tropas de a tomar de
assalto” redundou na morte de qua-
tro civis, atingidos pelas for¢as pre-
sidenciais quando participavam nos
funerais de outras vitimas da repres-
a0, dizia em comunicado citado pela
AFP o Observatorio sirio dos Direitos
do Homem. Apos o raide, as tropas

passaram revista a muitas casas, pro-
curando armas e opositores.

Noutro suburbio da capital, Haras-
ta, as forcas de seguranca entraram
em forca era ainda noite e mais de
200 pessoas foram presas.

Rami Abdel Rahmane, um dos co-
ordenadores do Observatorio, ques-
tionado pela AFP em Nicosia (Chipre),
disse que os desertores (nio foi es-
clarecido se pertencem oficialmente
ao Exército de Libertacao da Siria, as
for¢cas armadas na oposi¢cao) também
“tentaram realizar uma emboscada a
um comboio de forcas de seguranca
numa estrada perto da localidade de
Kherbet Ghazaleh”.

Noutro ponto do pais, Hama, as
tropas criaram perimetros de se-
guranca por toda a cidade, depois
de na terca e quarta-feira a terem
bombardeado numa tentativa de
controlar a rebelido anti-Assad no
centro do pais.

Foi neste ambiente de grande vio-
léncia que os delegados da Liga Arabe
na Siria, em missao de observacio
desde o final do ano passado, reto-

TIMOTHY A. CLARY/AFP

Protesto nos EUA contra oapoiodaRussiaaoregimede Assad

maram o seu trabalho (seis Estados
retiraram os seus representantes).
Tinham interrompido a missao para
que os 22 paises da organizacao ava-
liassem o seu primeiro relatorio.

0 governador de Damasco, Hussein
Makhlouf, disse aos observadores
que tinham sido iniciados contactos
com a oposicao para um cessar-fogo,
relatou a Reuters. A noticia nao foi
confirmada pela outra parte.

O conteudo do relatério dos ob-
servadores nao é conhecido. Porém,
na sua sequéncia, a Liga emitiu um
roteiro para a transicao de regime na
Siria que prevé a saida de Assad do
poder e a criacdao de um governo de
transicao. O regime de Damasco re-
cusou este plano e os paises da Liga
fizeram saber que iriam recorrer as
Nacoes Unidas para o aplicar.

O presidente da Liga Arabe, o egip-
cio Nabil al-Arabi, confirmou a Reu-
ters que viaja no sabado para Nova
lorque com o primeiro-ministro do
Qatar, xeique Hamad bin Jassim Al-
Thani, que detém a presidéncia rota-
tiva da organizacao. Na segunda-fei-
ra, informou a Al-Arabi, terao “uma
reuniao no Conselho de Seguranca
para conseguirem a ractificacdo da
decisao da Liga”.

A Rissia, porém, vai apresentar o
seu proprio documento sobre a Siria
ao Conselho de Seguranca (onde tem
direito de veto, anunciou em Mosco-
vo o porta-voz do ministro dos Nego-
cios Estrangeiros, Alexander Luka-
shevich.

O Governo de Moscovo tem-se
declarado contrario a deposicao de
Assad e defendido negociacdes para
solucionar o conflito na Siria, onde a
popula¢do continua nas ruas a exigir
a queda do Presidente.

“A Russia apresenta a sua propria
resolucdo, que teve em conta consi-
deracoes de outros paises ociden-
tais”, disse o porta-voz.
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The Wall Street Journal (USA)

Clashes Hit Closer to Home in Damascus

By Nour MaLas
Anp BiL SpinpLe

DAMASCUS—In a country roiled
by protests and violence, Syria’s
capital remains an island of determi-
nation to go about life as always. But
the country’s 11-month old uprising
now is lapping up against Syria’s
biggest and most-important city.

Armed clashes in the eastern
suburbs of Damascus have jolted
many in the capital into acknowledg-
ing a conflict that—until last week—
had swept through suburbs but oth-
erwise remained as much a YouTube
phenomenon for them as for outside
observers.

On Thursday, defected troops in
two suburbs of eastern Damascus—
no farther than seven kilometers
from the old city—held their ground
for hours after fighting government
forces. Activists said the military
stormed Douma, another close sub-
urb, after the armed opposition tem-
porarily took over the town last
week.

In a hotel lobby, businessmen
fielded phone calls appearing to de-
scribe a government counteroffen-
sive in Douma after the military had
Jost control. “Empty words,” one of
them said, dismissing the news as a
myth.

But as the protest movement
edges closer to the capital, the vio-
lence on both sides becomes more
difficult to ignore. Activists said
government forces have killed more
than 120 people in protests across
the country this week.

The unrest has penetrated house-
holds far from the protest hubs.
Many neighborhoods now experi-
ence regular power cuts, with the
government saying it is unable to
transport fuel to power plants amid
clashes and sabotage. Hotels are
closing. Those still open accept only
cash.

Once-bustling restaurants that
booked reservations weeks in ad-
vance now welcome walk-in diners.
International schools, the first
choice for many of Syria’s elite fami-
lies, are closing as expatriates and,
increasingly, the locals themselves,
pick up and leave.

The economy, along with confi-
dence, has gone into free fall, de-
spite a nearly continuous succession
of emergency meetings between
government and business leaders to
save it.

“How long can we cope? It’s hard
to know,” said Nabil Sukkar, an
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Syrian soldiers patrol the streets of Damascus suburb Ain Tarma on Thursday, as armed conflict with protesters and defected troops edges closer to the capital.

economist who recently moved his
consulting business into the base-
ment of his home to reduce costs.

The fate of Damascus, along with
the country’s second-largest city
Aleppo, is critical to the fortunes of
Syria’s beleaguered ruling family.
The two cities, Aleppo in the north
and Damascus south of the center,
are home to business interests that
have underpinned the four-decade
rule of President Bashar al-Assad
and his father before him. And they
harbor the most important contin-
gent of what regime supporters re-
fer to as “the gray,” a silent majority
they say still supports the president.

Such supporters clearly exist.
The welcoming expression of a
housewife in her living room in Da-
mascus’s old city drained away as
she took note of prolonged negotia-
tions between the military and
armed regime opponents who last
week wrestled control of Zabadani,
aresort town a half-hour drive from
the capital.

The president was being patient
and reasonable, to a fault, in dealing

with the outlaws, as she sees them.
“Do you think he couldn’t have them
all in coffins in a week?" she said.

Inside a nearby church, scribbles
over dozens of pages in a prayer
book reflect a city anxious about the
future. “Oh Jesus, our nation is
pain,” a recent entry reads. “Help
save our leader, save our precious
country Syria.”

But the most hardened battle line
in Damascus isn't between the
Sunni-majority protest movement
and minorities like the Christian
population. For many, the critical
political position—stripped bare of
arguments on the pace of change
and how necessary the government’s
military campaign against oppo-
nents is—is loyalty to President As-
sad.

Rumors of secret and planned
defections among business leaders
abound. But in private, and some
more public conversations, many at
the very least remain resigned to
supporting the regime as the best
way to avoid chaos. Many are vehe-
mently committed to President As-

sad, even some who readily admit
frustrations with the lack of change
over the decade since he succeeded
his father.

“We want reforms, drastic re-
forms,” said Fares Al-Shehabi, chair-
man of the Aleppo Chamber of In-
dustry. “People don’t like the
[ruling] Baath Party. They don't like
the government. But they are with
the president.”

Others, though, have developed
deeper doubts.

One merchant in the restive dis-
trict of Midan described how he
joined openly defiant crowds: On a
Friday a few months back, he al-
lowed a handful of protesters inside
his shop to escape the thick clouds
of tear gas unleashed by riot police.
He said he helped a teenager stum-
bling around with a bloodied face
wipe up and sit down until he could
safely walk down the street.

‘Within days, he found himself de-
tained by security services for as-
sisting the demonstrators. Outraged,
he joined the protests the next Fri-
day, he said.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Other merchants in the neighbor-
hood described a similar dilemma.

Regime opponents pressure them
to close their stores in solidarity
with the protests. If they do, secu-
rity services break down the doors
and force them to open, they said.

“Either way it's bad for busi-
ness,” said Omar, another shop-
keeper, who shut his copper work-
shop in a suburb where the
opposition has called several general
strikes. He said he pre-emptively
built an iron gate around his home,
three streets away from Midan. “It's
chaos there already. Everyone is
afraid [of ] what comes next.”

The newly unemployed drink tea
on sidewalks and discuss “the secu-
rity situation,” another common de-
scription for the violence roiling
many of the country’s other cities.

The business elite are moving
abroad. They are critical of what one
young entrepreneur—a former sup-
porter of the president who now
says “you can’t wipe away blood
with reforms”—called “the chaos in
the decision making.”
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Dozens
reported
killed

in Syria

The violence comes
as the Arab League
prepares to seek UN.
censure of Assad.

PATRICK J. MCDONNELL
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

Dozens of people were re-
portedKilled Thursday as vi-
olence raged across Syria,
and Arab League officials
who are calling on President
Bashar Assad to relinquish
power prepared to take their
case to the United Nations.

The two sides gave con-
flicting accounts of the lat-
est spasm of bloodshed
since large-scale protests
against Assad’s rule broke
out 10 months ago, pushing
the nation toward civil war.

Pro-Assad demonstra-
tors gathered in Damascus
and other cities, the state-
owned Syrian Arab News
Agency said, even as anti-
government protests and at-
tacks on security forces con-
tinued.

Heavy fighting was re-
ported in several Damascus
suburbs, but an opposition
group reported that the
highest death toll was in the
troubled western cities of
Homs and Hama, where 54
were Killed by government
security forces, according to
the Local Coordination
Committees, an activist co-
alition that seeks Assad’s
ouster. Nationwide, the co-
alition said, security forces
hadKilled 65 people.

Activists reported that
Homs, which has seen the
heaviest fighting during the
uprising, was again facing a
full-fledged government of-
fensive with armored vehi-
cles. Government officials
have acknowledged that
much of the city has slipped
from their control.

The government re-
ported that three security
officers, including an army
colonel, were Killed by “ter-
rorist” groups in Homs.
Rocket-propelled grenades
in Homs Killed four civilians,
including two women, and
injured 20, the state-run
news agency reported.

The regime lays blame
for the violence onterrorists,
including Islamic militants,
armed and supported by
other nations. Opposition
groups say the government’s
brutal crackdown on peace-
ful protests has led to an
armed rebellion by Syrians
seeking justice and freedom
from Assad’s police state.

The differing accounts of
the casualties Thursday
could not be independently
verified.

A reduced corps of Arab
League monitors has re-
sumed its work, seeking to
determine whether Damas-
cusis taking steps to end the
violence. Absent were 55
Persian Gulf monitors who
left Syria after six gulf na-
tions, led by Saudi Arabia,
questioned Assad’s commit-
ment to peace.

Arab League officials,
meanwhile, were preparing
to head to New York in a bid
to persuade the U.N. Securi-
ty Council to conde
Assad’s regime. The Ara
League is said to be workingi
with Western nations, ing
cluding the United State
on a draft resolution dey
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Syrian troops fight
rebels near Damascus

Gov't forces detain at least 200 in Douma

¢ By MARIAM KAROUNY

HARASTA (Reuters) — Syrian
troops battled rebels in a
town just north of Damascus
on Thursday and a provincial
governor spoke of negotiating
local cease-fires as a 10-
month-old revolt against Pres-
ident Bashar Assad crept close
to the capital.

A Syrian officer told Reuters
clashes had been under way
in Douma since the morning.
Security forces were searching
houses for arms and wanted
suspects. Reporters were
shown homemade grenades
among other seized weapons.

The officer was speaking in
the tense suburb of Harasta
nearby, where troops were
deployed in strength.

The opposition Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said security forces had
detained 200 people in
Douma, a hotbed of protests
and rebellion against Assad.

Gunfire was close enough to
be heard from central Damas-
cus during the night.

“Many of them [in the
opposition] have been misled.
They will eventually come
back to the right way,” Hus-
sein Makhlouf, governor of
the Damascus countryside,
told Arab League monitors
before they headed for some
of the capital’s troubled sub-
urbs.

“We have started a dialogue
with them, including some
armed groups that are con-
trolling positions there,”
Makhlouf said.

He told the observers that
the authorities were using
“the same approach as in
Zabadani, so the same sce-
nario will happen.” This
month the military withdrew
armored vehicles encircling
the rebel-held town of
Zabadani, near the border
with Lebanon, after negotiat-
ing a truce with its defenders.

Arab observers stopped at
an entrance to the Damascus
suburb of Irbin, where a
dozen soldiers stood guard.
Beyond them a crowd of
about 100 anti-Assad protest-

SRS SIS B B U R B )

and another person they said
had been killed in the morn-
ing.

The Arab observers soon
drove away from the scene
without going into the town.

The monitors, now without
55 Gulf Arab colleagues with-
drawn by their governments
this week in protest at contin-
ued bloodshed, were resum-
ing work after a one-week
gap during which the Arab
League prolonged its mission
by another month.

One monitor said he was
confused about the extension.
“The report has been written
and the [League] decisions
have been taken, so another
month to do what? We are
not sure,” he said.

Syrian opposition groups
have accused the observer
mission, which deployed on
December 26, of giving Assad
diplomatic cover to pursue a
crackdown on protesters and
rebels in which more than
5,000 people have been killed
since March, by a UN tally.

The Arab League called on
Sunday for Assad to quit as
part of a transition plan for
which it is seeking UN sup-
port.

Western and Arab diplomats
are working on a draft Securi-
ty Council resolution on Syria.
Russia said it would continue
to promote its own text, but
did not rule out a compro-
mise.

“For now... Russia has its
own draft and will actively
promote it within the frame-
work of the Security Council,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Alexander Lukashevich said.

Russia, one of Syria’s few
remaining allies along with
Iran, has rejected sanctions or
military action against Assad.

The Security Council could
vote as early as next week on
a Western-Arab draft resolu-
tion, council diplomats said.

Arab League chief Nabil
Elaraby urged Damascus to
end military operations
against “defenseless civilians.”

In a statement, he voiced
concern about “the continued
killing and violence in Syria

that hac Flaimad mara innAC

gency by army deserters and
other rebels has increasingly
eclipsed peaceful protests
against more than four
decades of rule by the Assad
family.

Activists said the army
deployment and clashes in
townships around Damascus
were a response to insurgents’
growing strength.

“The Free Syrian Army [FSA]
has almost complete control
of some areas of the Damas-
cus countryside and some
control in Douma and Haras-
ta,” an activist who gave his
name as Hussein told Reuters
by telephone from Harasta.

Other activists in Douma,
Harasta and Irbin said security
forces had gathered in their
towns after rebels retreated
because they could not fight
pitched battles with the army.

“Assad’s army has armored
vehicles and anti-aircraft guns
while we only have rifles and
rocket-propelled grenades,”
said an FSA fighter who calls
himself Abu Thaer.

France voiced concern over
the situation in Hama where it
said Syrian security forces had
launched a major offensive.

“Facing the bloody and
relentless repression of the Syr-
ian regime, it's vital that the
international community faces
its responsibilities by adopting
a Security Council resolution
that condemns the violence
committed by the Damascus
government against its peo-
ple,” a French Foreign Ministry
spokesman said.

The US State Department’s
top human rights official said
Washington was keen to work
with the Arab League to end
the bloodshed in Syria and he
called for Assad to go.

“We are desirous of working
in partnership with them and
there is certainly a hope and
expectation that we can pro-
ceed to the Security Council
soon for the issue to be
raised,” Michael Posner told
reporters in Cairo.

The Arab League has sus-
pended Syria and called for
Assad to hand over to his
deputy, pending the forma-

tinn Af an 1inihy Anvarnmant

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Vendredi 27 janvier 2012, #37, p. 9 / Friday, January 27, 2012, #37, p. 9

L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Une mission de la Ligue arabe demain a
’ONU pour discuter du dossier syrien

Révolte Apres Hama, les forces de sécurité lancent une offensive a Homs et Douma ; au moins 62 morts

hier.
Le secrétalre pénéral de la
Ligue arabe 2z Indiqué hler
voulolr se rendre demaln au
slége de 'ONU afin de solli-
citer le soutien du Consell de
sécurité sur le plan de sortle
de crise zrabe la Syrle.
Une réunlon est également
prévue lundl 2 New York
avec le Consell de sécurité
ur lul « demander de rati-
er » ce plan, a Indiqué Nzbil
el-Arabl, qul a dans le méme
temps sommé le t§m.wzme-
ment syrien de mettre fin aux
opérations militalres contre
« des cvils sans défense ».
Néznmoins, le Consell
reste divisé. Européens et
pays arabes travalllent 2
méttre au polnt un projet
de résolution basé sur Inl-
tiztive arabe qul prévolt un
transfert des pouvolrs du
président Bachar el-Assad
2 son vice-président ainsl

'un deg:.n‘ * »
gﬂ chef l‘Eu%ﬁrﬂgté.
Ils se heurtent cependant 2
Intransigeance de lz Rus-
sie, proche alliée de Damas
et opposée i toute déclsion
hostlle au pouvolr syrien. Un
gpposam syrien résidant en

tance, Haltham Manaa, a
méme 2ppelé la Ligue arzbe
i consulter la Russle zvant
de se rendre 2 'ONU, esti-
mant que « Iz Russle pourra
appuyer cette Inltiative < elle
sent ‘qu'elle en fait partle.
Mais 5! elle est marginal

-

Lo
hier o idleb.

di le meurtre du responsable du Croiszant-Rouge syrien Abdelrazak Jbeiro, enterre
Phom YouTe

mocratie ont poursulvi leurs
manifestations et ont ap-
pelé i des rassemblements
aujourd’hul pour « le drolt 2
T'autodéfense » face 2 la ré-
pression, sur leur page Fa-
cebook « Syrlan Révolution
2011-. -

Des dizaines de milllers de
Syrlens ont par allleurs ma-
nifesté 2 travers le pays, selon
les médias officlels, pour ap-
porter leur soutlen zu régime
qul se targue de 1';ppu de
s0n peuple pour en finir zvec
la crise. Les manifestants,
brandissant des drapeaux
de la Syrle et des portralts
de M. Assad, ont Imé
leur refus de toute Ingerence
étjmngém selon II::L\ édlas.
« Jamals un rigé par
Bachar ne ﬁpmncuge-qm
encore « NOUS SOMMes tous
Bachar, tous des révolution-
naires », crialent les protes-
tatalres 3 Damas.

Par allleurs, onze pélerins
irznlens ont été enlevés en
Syrle, d'aprés le porte-pa-
role du ministére Iranlen
des Affalres étrangéres, Ra-
min ‘:.‘ , qul 2

Ceux encore présents en Sy-
rle ont d'ailleurs repris hier
leur mission malgré les dou-
tes exprimés Jusque dans les
rangs de l'organisation quant
4 leur utilite, la répression
n'ayant pas falbll depuls leur
dépl le 26 décem-

elle s'y opposera ».

It'l.:l Ligue =
a reprennent
leur mission

Toujours au nivezu diplo-
matique, le minlstre tunislen
des Affalres étrangéres Rafik
Abdessalern a déclaré hier
z\e le réglme syrien « doit

outer son peuple » qu! as-
El;e i la démocratie, aujou-

t que « les observafeurs
tunislens filsant partle de
la mission de la Ligue arzbe
restent en Syrie ». Les auto-
tés nes ont donné leur

bre.

Par allleurs, les Natlons
unles, la Crolx- et
la France ont co né
le meurtre mercred! d'un
responsable du Crolssant-
Rouge syrien, Abdelrazak
Jbeiro. De son cbté, le se-
crétalre générzl de 'ONU
Ban Ki-moon a demandé au
gouvernement syrien « d'en-
quéter sur ce crime » dont
le pouvolr et les rebelles se
rejettent la responsabilité.
Parzllélement, le minlstére
francals des Affalres étran-
géres a déclaré que la France

accord i une prol jon
d'un mols de cette mission
en I'shsence des observateurs
des monarchles arsbes du
Golfe qul ont quitté Damas.

< est réoccupée
par la détértoration de la
slituztion 2 Hama =», clble
d'une « offensive de grande
ampleur » des forces syrien-

nes, réclamant auss! la séou-
rité pour les humanitaires.

Triple offensive sur
Homs, Hama et
Profitant des divisions de

la communsuté Internatio-
nale, le régime a sulvi
hler ses opérations lrll’l.ilumms
contre la révolte ne fal-
biit pas. Selon I'Ol tolre

n des drolts de 'homme
%gDH) 49 personnes ont
£té tuées hier - 34 civils, huit
soldats et sept militalres dis-
sidents. La chaine al-Jazira
affirmalt néanmolns que 62
personnes avalent été tuées,
citant des sants.

Homs, 'armée nne
2 lancé une offensive, et 26
civills dont neuf enfants ont
€té tués, Indique l'o: 153~
tion basée en G e-Bre-
tagne. Dans la province de
Deraz, un adolescent a Ers
allleurs été tué par des
aveugles des forces de sécu-

Nawz, selon I'Observatolre

ul cite des habltants. L'OS-

H 2 en outre falt état d'ac-
crochages violents entre mi-
litalres dissidents et soldats
dans cette réglon, filsant
« quatre morts et cing bles-
sés dont un officler » parml
les forces réguliéres. De plus,
%ﬂﬂl’e civils ont pén dans la

le de Hama, ol prés de
600 personnes ont é1é rré-

de Damas et une autre dans
Iz province d'ldkeb. Les for-
ces syriennes ont également
lancé une offensive contre
Douma, 4 20 km de la ca-
pitale, et y affrontalent la
résistance de soldats Insou-
mis, qul avalent briévement
pris cette ville le 21 janvier,
a Indiqué 'OSDH, précisant
que plus de 200 personnes y
ont eté arrétées.

au gouvernement
syrlen  d'intervenlr pour
les libérer, 2 rapporté hler
I'sgence IRNA.

nlfnalons finalement que
I'lrak a indiqué zvolr renfor-
cé la sécurité zux sbords de la
longue frontiére qu’ll
avec la Syrie afin de « préve-
nir tout trafic » et « empé
des éléments terroristes » de
la traverser.

tées. Deux personnes ont en Malgré I'achzamement du © agences
outre pérl gins la banlleve  réglme, les militants prodé- et rédaction)
.
Assad regroupe ses armes en zone claoune,
affirme Khaddam
L'ancien vice-président syrian rés. Las fonks ot I'artillerie, aujourd”hui un plan « qui visa
Abdal Halim Khoddam, on partie seulemant, cor le & créer una guarre de raligion,
aujourd hui réfugié & Paris, o régima a bescin d’en gardar une guerre intarconfessionnal-
affirmé hier dons un antra- pour assurer ko répression Is «, affirmant que « la force
fien au jouncl Lo Figaro contra los manifestonts dons ayant échoud, il na lui resta
nLAsodrngmup:;t las villos. Bachar a égolomant donc plus qu'é mattra en ploce
zas armes dons las régions d'envoyer sesavions do  son plan do déstabilization ot
aloouites. « Las missiles of los chasss sur I"eéropont de Lat- da portition da la Syrie, qui
armas stratégiques ont déja toquié », o-#l ajouts. Toujours ontralnarait lo destrudiion du
intégrok & tronsfé- sclon lui, M. Assad opglique poys =.

rité sur une lon
étudiante dans la ville de
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The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)

After talks with

Lavrov, Jumblatt
calls for political
solution in Syria

BEIRUT: Progressive Socialist Party
leader Walid Jumblatt renewed his
call Thursday for a political solution
to end the 10-month unrest in Syria,
but accused Damascus of starting the
violence against pro-democracy pro-
testers demanding the ouster of Pres-
ident Bashar Assad.

Jumblatt, who is on a visit to
Moscow, spoke to LBCI TV after hold-
ing talks with Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov on the Synan crisis.

The PSP, which has criticized the
Syrian regime over its brutal crack-
down on protesters, stressed the need
to reach a political solution to end the
turmoil, where more than 5,000 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, have been killed
since the popular uprising began in
March last year, according to the Unit-
ed Nations.

“This political solution should be
based onthe Arab peace plan,” Jumblatt
told LBCI. “The Syrian regime is the
one that started the violence in Syria.”

The PSP leader added that his talks
with Lavrov had not touched on the
issue of Assad stepping down and
handing over power.

Speaking to reporters after meeting
Lavrov, Jumblatt said there was no
alternative to a political solution
based on the Arab initiative to end the
bloodshed in Syria. He urged Russia
to prod the Syrian regime into halting
the violence against protesters.

The Arab League’s call for Assad to
step down in favor of a unity govern-
ment was rebuffed by Syria Monday
as a “conspiracy.”

The latest Arab initiative was
endorsed at a meeting of Arab foreign
ministers in Cairo last Sunday.

During a short visit to Qatar last
week , Jumblatt urged Iran and Turkey
to play a role in helping end the crisis
in Lebanon’s neighbor.

Syria and its allies have maintained
that the uprising in the country is part
of a conspiracy aimed at targeting
Assad’srule. Assad has vowed to con-
tinue his crackdown against who he
describes as “terrorists.” The regime
has repeatedly blamed “armed gangs”
for the violence in the country.

Meanwhile, Aley MP Akram
Chehayeb, a PSP official, said Jum-
blatt’s expected participation at a
commemoration for assassinated ex-
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri’s next
month does not mean his bloc would
rejoin the March 14 coalition.

“The National Struggle Front will
not rejoin March 14,” Chehayeb said
in remarks published Thursday.

“However, Feb. 14 is a very dear
occasion and it cannot pass without
our participation,” he added.

Hariri was assassinated on Feb. 14,
2005.— The Daily Star
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Clashes closer
to Damascus

ARAB LEAGUE RENEWS PEACE CALL AS TROOPS
CONDUCT HOUSE-TO-HOUSE RAIDS IN SUBURB

By Duraip AL BAIK

Dubai The Syrian regime
yesterday heavily attacked
a suburb of Damascus as
observers say the regime
is getting more “nervous”
as fighting has reached its
doorstep in the capital.

Syrian troops rounded
up Douma residents in
house-to-house raids. Just
days before, the Free Syria
army pushed its way closer
to the capital.

“Many defecting sol-
diers joined protesters,
but yesterday the situation
changed when scores of
tanks came from the capi-
tal to squash the protests,”
Douma resident Ali Al
Doumani said.

Just 16 kilometres away
in downtown Damascus,
thousands of people waved
Syrian flags and shouted
support for Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad.
However, the situation in
the restive city of Homs
was grim yesterday as the
pro-regime Shabiha militia
looted and burned homes.

Sources from Syria said
it was not possible to give
figures for people killed or
injured vesterday because
communications were lost
with many in the troubled
area.

“It is clear that the
number of killed people is
way over 50,” a source in
the London-based Syrian

Syrians are
not different
from
Tunisians or
Egyptians. It’s a
real revolution. The
Syrians want real
political reforms,
real democracy.”

Rafik Abdul Salem

Tunisia's foreign minister

Revolution office told Gulf
News.

“It is the scorched earth
policy adopted by the re-
gime in the 11th month of
the revolution,” Hadi Al
Abdullah, spokesman of
the Coordination Commit-
tee of Syrian Revolution
told Gulf News.

UN intervention

The United Nations
meanwhile has said it could
no longer keep track of the
death toll as they have no
access to certain closed
off areas in the country.
Arab League chief Nabeel
Al Arabi urged Damascus
yesterday to immediately
end military operations
against “defenceless civil-
ians” saying the continued
violence was claiming in-
nocent victims.

Al Arabi along with Qa-

tari Prime Minister Shaikh
Hamad Bin Jasem Al Thani
will go to UN headquarters
in New York tomorrow to
push the Syria issue.

Meanwhile, politicians
backed Arab League calls
to resolve the crisis.

Lebanese Druze leader
and MP Walid Junblatt
stressed vesterday that
the Arab League deal was
the only solution available
after holding talks in Mos-
cow with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov.

“Russia must understand
the demands of the Syrian
people,” he said.

Speaking in Davos, Tu-
nisia’s Foreign Minister
Rafik Abdul Salem urged
the Syrian regime to “listen
to its people.”

“Syrians are not different
from Tunisians or Egyp-
tians. It’s a real revolution.
The Syrians want real po-
litical reforms, real democ-
racy,” he said.

Meanwhile, Russia said
it will continue to promote
its own draft resolution on
Syria in the UN Security
Council, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Alexander Lu-
kashevich said yesterday.
The remarks indicated that
a western-Arab draft reso-
lution supporting a plan
for Al Assad to step aside
will be a tough sell for Rus-
sia, a veto-wielding coun-
cil member, but he did not
rule out a compromise.

See also Page 10
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Arabs will take Syria
crisis to UN councll

DAMASCUS — An Arab League
team is to take the 10-month-old
crisis in Syria to the UN Security
Council, as activists said security
forces launched an assault on a
protest hub near the Syrian capital
on Thursday.

UN human rights chief Navi Pil-
lay, meanwhile, said the UN could
not keep track of the death toll in
Syria’s unrest that has already cost
more than 5,400 lives.

At the Cairo-based Arab League,
the organisation’s chief Nabil Al
Arabi said he and Qatari Prime
Minister Shaikh Hamad bin Jassim
Al Thaniwere to head to New York
on Saturday to seek support for an
Arab plan on Syria.

They are to “hold ameeting with
the UN Security Council on Mon-
day to seek ratification of the Arab
League decision on Syria,” for
President Bashar Al Assad to hand
power to his deputy, Arabi said.

Arab League ministers last week
urged Assad to delegate powers to
his vice president and clear the way
for a national unity government
within two months, a plan which
Damascus hasruled out as interfer-
ence in its internal affairs.

On Thursday, there was no let-
up in violence on the ground with
activists reporting that troops
were pressing a major assault on

the central city of Hama, long a
hotbed of resistance against the
Assad regime.

Just north of Damascus, secu-
rity forces attacked the town of
Douma that activists say was in
the hands of rebel troops last week
before a withdrawal.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said
there were also clashes between
the army and deserters in Daraa
province, south of the capital,
cradle of the uprising against As-
sad’s regime.

It said at least four civilians, in-
cluding a 14-year-old boy and a
58-year-old woman, both shot
dead by security forces, and four
soldiers were Kkilled in violence
across the country on Thursday.

“Violent clashes pitted security
forces against groups of deserters
at the Misraba bridge near the
town of Douma, which was rocked
by strong explosions,” the Obser-
vatory said. It said more than 200
arrests were made in the town
during the assault, although there
was no independent confirmation
of the reports as foreign media are
restricted in their coverage of
Syria’s unrest which erupted in
mid-March. — AFP

SEEALSOPAGE 8
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Arab Red Crescent official
shot dead in Syrian town

ICRC in shock as Jbero was travelling in a vehicle with emblem

BEIRUT — The head of the Syrian
Arab Red Crescent branch in the
northern town of Idlib has been
shot dead, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross said as ac-
tivists reported deadly clashes else-
where between government forces
and army defectors.

Abdulrazak Jbero was on his way
from Damascus to Idlib when he
was shot, Hicham Hassan, an ICRC
spokesman in Geneva said on
Wednesday. An ICRC statement
said he was riding in a “vehicle
clearly marked with a Red Crescent
emblem” and expressed shock at
the killing.

Syria’s state-run media blamed
“terrorists” for the attack.

President Bashar Al Assad’s re-
gime claims terrorists acting out a
foreign conspiracy are behind the
country's 10-month-old uprising,
not protesters seeking change in
one of the region’s most autocratic
states.

The Syrian revolt, which began
10 months ago with largely peace-
ful protests, has grown increasingly
militarised in recent months, as
frustrated regime opponents and
army defectors arm themselves
and fight back against government
forces.

Also on Wednesday, government
forces clashed with army defectors
and stormed rebellious districts in
central Syria, firing mortars and
deploying snipers in violence that
killed atleast seven people, includ-
ing a mother and her 5-year-old
child, activists said.

Pressure on Syria to end 10
months of bloodshed has so far
produced few results, Gulf states
led by Saudi Arabia have pulled out
of the Arab League's observers
mission, asking the UN Security
Council to intervene. Decisive ac-
tion from the UN appeared unlike-
ly, however, as Russia, a strong Sy
ian ally, has opposed moves like
sanctions.

While Syria has approved exten-

Syrian soldiers who defected to join the Free Syrian Army pose in Duma, near Damascus. — Reuters

sion of the observers’ presence for
another month, Syrian Foreign
Minister Walid Al Moallem sig-
naled on Tuesday that the crack-
down on protests will continue, in-
sisting that Syria will solve its own
problems.

The Arab strategy to solve the
crisis appears to be collapsing. Af-
ter announcing their pullout from
the observers mission, Gulf’ Arab
countries urged the UN Security
Council to take all “necessary mea-
sures” to force the country to im-
plement a League peace plan an-
nounced on Sunday to create a
national unity government in two
months.

Damascus has rejected the plan
as a violation of national sovereign-
ty.

The US, the European Union, the
Arab League and Turkey all have
introduced sanctions against Da-
mascus in response to Assad’s

crackdown, but Russia threatens to
veto such measures.

Syria informed the Arab League
Wednesday that it had agreed to
extend the observer mission one
month, until February 24, said Ad-
nan al-Khudeir, head of Cairo op-
erations room that handles reports
by the monitors.

He also said the League has put
together a new group of observers
to replace the 55 GCC monitors,
who were leaving Wednesday.
They consist of 15 Mauritanians,
10 Palestinians and six Egyptians,
and they will head to Syria within a
week, he said.

Defectors clashed with govern-
ment soldiers on Wednesday in
northern Syria’s Idlib province, ac-
tivists said. Soldiers siding with a
group of anti-regime army defec-
tors known as the Free Syrian Army
are also known to be active in
Hama, and some in the city said

they were the target of the current
government assault.

Residents near Hama reported
hearing loud explosions through-
out the night and on Wednesday
and said phone lines to the targeted
areas were down. “They are trying
to storm the Bab Qebli, Hamidiyeh
and Malaab districts because de-
fectors are there,” said Ahmad al-
Jimejmi, an activist who spoke by
telephone from a town several
miles away.

A Jordanian man of Palestinian
origin accused pro-regime forces
of kidnapping and Killing his 27-
year old son in Hama.

Hafez Abu Osbeh said his son,
Ahmed, 27, was Kidnapped last
Friday, and his body was left out-
side his mother’s residence three
days later with gunshot wounds to
his head. He said a description of
the kidnappers’ vehicle pointed to
government loyalists. — AP
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Nations in
bid to oust
Syria from
Unesco
rights panel

PARIS — A group of Unesco mem-
ber states is trying to remove
Syria from a committee with a
human rights mandate, a panel it
quietly rejoined despite its deadly
crackdown on protesters.

UN Watch, a Geneva-based
NGO, diplomats and others said
Wednesday that a growing group
of countries — western and Arab
— want to unseat Syria from the
Committee on Conventions and
Recommendations. The com-
mittee deals with multiple is-
sues, but has a strong human
rights component.

Syria was named to the com-
mittee in November by the Arab
group at Unesco. Now, a number
of countries, from the United
States and Britain to Qatar and
Kuwait, are mounting a campaign
to remove Syria from the com-
mittee by putting the issue on the
agenda of the next executive
board. The board meets from
February 27 until March 10.

The US ambassador to Unes-
co, David Killion, said he
“strongly objects” to the reap-
pointment in November of Syria
on the committee.

“We should not allow the Syr-
ian regime to stand as a judge of
other countries’ human rights
record while it systematically
violates the human rights of its
citizens,” according to a sts
ment by Killion. “The Syri
regime’s actions are an affront
to the dignity and human rights
of the Syrian people, and itis not
fit to sit on this body.”

About 5,400 Syrians have
been Kkilled in an uprising that
began in March by protesters
seeking to topple the regime of
President Bashar Assad. UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
has condemned Syria for human
rights abuses.

“Stop killing your people,”
Ban said in a keynote address to
a January 16 conference in Bei-
rut on democracy in the Arab
world. —AP






