La prensa inventa rebeldes
a las puertas de Damasco

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #39
Lunes 30 de enero de 2012

La prensa occidental y la de los paises del Golfo, que venian lamentando la debilidad
del Ejército Sirio Libre, dice ahora que sus hombres estan a punto de tomar
Damasco. Segun ellas, el presidente al-Assad ha tenido que desplegar tropas en la
capital para salvar su régimen, y fuertes combates estarian desarrollandose en los
barrios periféricos.

El objetivo de esta fabula no es otro que hacer creer que los grupos armados se
componen de numerosos desertores —cuando en realidad se trata de mercenarios
wahhabitas— y que los desordenes han llegado al fin a la capital. Pero lo mas
importante es que se busca seguir desviando la atencion del publico del contenido del
informe de los observadores de la Liga Arabe, documento que desmiente la teoria
occidental del supuesto levantamiento popular reprimido a sangre y fuego.

Con estas maniobras de propaganda se busca preparar a la opinion publica para la
proxima reunion del Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU, que debe contar con la
participacion de los ministros de Relaciones Exteriores de Francia y Gran Bretaria,
los mismos que anteriormente lograron legalizar la intervencion militar de la OTAN
en Libia.

* Es ahora Hala Kodmani quien analiza la crisis siria en las paginas del diario francés
Libération, propiedad del acaudalado banquero Edouard de Rothschild. Hala
Kodmani es una de las hermanas de Bassma Kodmani, la portavoz del Consejo
Nacional Sirio. Las dos se criaron en la embajada de Arabia Saudita en Paris. Hala
Kodmani fue secretaria de Butros-Ghali en la Organizacion Internacional de la
Francofonia, convirtiéndose posteriormente en redactora en jefe en el canal de
television France24.
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Le Figaro (France)
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Libération (France)

h dnmanifestant davact b sidge daFONU, maed, dimongant le soution de Pouine b AbAssad 01OTONMOTHYA QLALY. %0

Syrie: la Ligue arabe passe
a I'offensive aux Nations unies

Les pays sunnites esperent une résolution, mais butent encore sur le veto russe.

Los observateurs de la
o arsbe, en
s,
ontannonch la suspen:
son de eurmission
samad| bignant AlAs-

SUTmAL

lences» contre bes civils.
Par HALA KODMANI Davutogiu, it chirement 2 fin  «Onn'avait jamais vules monaxchies  permettrait de faire endosser le
des hésitations de son pays. Lade-  du Gafe qussidynamigues. Le Qatar e sortie de crise en Syrie par le
des Nations ion faitea I ul, Jors d'une et Amidir Sacudie ot s dcbienir  seil de stourite.
unies signifiant 1 fin de  réunion du Conseil de du i ime -4 1'ec-
partie pour Je régime de  Gale (OCG), Ml‘lmmdes malﬂ- aliniiativeconte ABSTENTION. L3 mussi, I'Arabie
Bachar al-Asmd pourra-t entreles p surmi- symiens, constateundiplo-  Saoudite secait & 12 manceuvre en
elle enfin #tre adoptée cette se- tesde la régica, Ambis Saoudite en mhe:nbeqmaml'mmmm mettant bout so0 paids pétrolier dars personnes, dont
mm?hw;mmum tete, pour sceller le sort du régime  dossier syrien ilaLigoe. 1a formule 12 alance pour cbienir une absten- 147 cvils, ont pirila
y sembile en tout syrien, alli¢del'lmn. Car amobili- & 1a yémenite, proposée pour le  tion de ka Chine, deplus en plus bési- semaine dernBre lors
we.krmde:ma sation tout b fait exception-  transfert du pouvair d'Al-Assad, a  tante. Les Russes veuleat éviter de ddfrontemants entre
aupurd'hui @ New York 4 a|yse  nelle o= Riyad, aucdtédu et acceptie, notamment parlaTu-  brandir leur seul veto contre une ré- armbe ot ddsertours.
autour dela table du Con- | Ces derruidees semai- solution présentée par Jes pays
seil de stcurité pour une stance de  nes ila Ligue ambe, n'estpasmoti-  « Opy 0’ avait jamais v arabes. Tout en rejetant Jes for-
consultations & huis clos, Jes peota-  We par ke soutien sux revendications C ;  moules proposées Jors des con- PLAN
gniuan!p-nekmudw:m dmpl:nhquumizupgmh mmmmmmm sultations & New York ven- g CND‘ PN
battre leurs cartes. mmmmﬂechptm dynamicues.» aredi, 1'amassadeur de Russie
sance chiitevientd'stre mvivée par  Un diplomate arabe u I'ONU a laissé la porte La Lgue ardbe présen:
RAN Surletapis: le plan desoetiede e nouveam bes de fer en cours etrs ouverts, en peécisant que «oeks tem demain ATONU son
crisedela arabe otun lesp i Jesetllmn  nisie, Je Maroc et méme 1 ne nous ]
mmbgpuu:rm mmpem - sur le dossier nucléaire, dans 1'espoir qu'une xmvwmﬁm mmprtmqew azmum ce v.&g;\ run“ i
Tien s sunvice-petsident etla cansti. 12 coocamitance des deu crk militaire soit évitee. par I éditorialiste Abcet Bari Atwan prévalt Rviction du pré-
tution d 'un guuvernement d'union  pligoe aussi e coup d'accélrateur L'adhésion des Arabes et des Turcs du quotidien Al-Qads de Londres en sdent Al Assad ot b
Mnmumam sur le dossier syrien. Latfirmation de mmmgm@ﬁmmm cestermes: «Danssa dgfensedu = - esdationd'un gouvem e
par 1'Ewope, Davutngtu que ok Turguic est ptte & pll)rlrld.n-nudrwnh mant dunion nationde.
ummehb-emwu)ﬂdemn fout or qu'on dui demandera d travers Conseil de sécurith ol Russ Qi- Russ & ae
tiom qui doit &tre porté devant 1'ONU  3a Ligue ot de Comseil de séourisd pour  nois promettent de réitérer Jeur veto mpmrc*m
par }e Royaurne- Uni, 1aFrance, 'Al-  enfimir ituati ur upe ion mar I Syrie. «La suspension de
lemagne, ains gue ke Maroc, memitre  prend plus de sers, quand onsaitde  L'échec prévisitle dela stratégie en- mﬂlhﬁwﬂﬂnhh- la mission montre
arabe du Conseil de stcurité. L'an-  source diplomatique proche de hmkedqm:mwuntn a1a Ligue t;l.»Sllld&mmdePdunm- Li
nonce par Nabil al-Arabi, ion qu'un rep Oc  ambe devait sboutir implicitement s firme, Moscou resistera-t-il aux q,w.h gue arabe
genéeal de la Ligue ambe, sumedi, de  1'Otan était pedsent parmiles minis-  revenir vers 'ONUotiles deux puis-  pressions de I'opp n l]"““-"é“j en
1 fin de 1 mission de plus en plus  tres ambes et tur, Le secrétaire gt sances opposantes auraient plus de qmamnbdhldummhmdn- mesure de faire
contestée des chservatewrs, ouvrait  néral du CCG, Je Bahrelni Abdsiatif  mal b rejeter une demands ambe, wma-mmmm’n son travail
I parte i ol ‘inernationaisationde s al-Zeyani, se rend 3 Bruxelles comme elles I'ont fait en 2 celles des dil T m——
crisew, selon Jes médias arabes. ‘hui pour lese- pour la propesition occidentale. AlONqunlﬂulﬂﬂmlmlu
En affirmant samedi gue «fa Tusuis mguznloe 1'Otan, Anders  Avant de prendre l'avion pour «hmwgﬂhm Le portepardle
@ait sotakrmenten plase awo la Ligue  Fogh Rasmusseq, et C ineAsh-  New Yorkdi Nabilal-Ambi  fiom syrieme 2 »? Rép de la représentation
-busnrl:dnm:ymn.lgm- ton 1a haute rep del'UE  aesp 8 positions ‘unvoteat- britannique aux Nations
niistre des Affaires dtrangeres, Abmet  pour les affaires &mngeres. de la part de Moscou et Péin qui tenctu an Conseil de sécurité. - unies samadi
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Die Zeit (Allemagne / Germany)

Arabische
Liga zicht
Beobachter ab

Aufstand in Syrien
wird immer blutiger

DAMASKUS - Syrien stiirzt im-
mer schneller in einen Biirger-
krieg. Wihrend die Arabische Li-
ga ihre Beobachter aus dem kri-
sengeschiittelten Land abzieht,
wagen bewaffnete Gegner des
Regimes von Baschar al-Assad
am Sonntag spektakuldre Angrif-
fe sogar in Damaskus und er-
obern Gebiete in der Provinz.
Jetzt warten beide Seiten auf ei-
ne Reaktion des UN-Sicherheits-
rats am Anfang der Woche. Doch
das michtige UN-Gremium ist
noch zerstritten.

Die Arabische Liga zog ihre
Beobachter wegen der anhalten-
den Gewaltexzesse am Wochen-
ende aus den Krisenherden ab
und rief sie vorerst nach Damas-
kus zuriick. Die syrische Regie-
rung zeigte sich iiberrascht. Sie
warf dem Liga-Generalsekretdr
Nabil al-Arabi vor, vor seinem
Auftritt im UN-Sicherheitsrat
am Montag den Druck fiir ein
Eingreifen in Syrien erhhen zu
wollen. Auflerdem ermutige der
Abbruch der Mission die bewaff-
neten Gruppen im Land zu wei-
terer Gewalt.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Aus dem Umfeld der etwa 100
Beobachter im Land erfuhren
Journalisten, dass sich die
Teams we-

gen der AUFSTAND
Fortdauer SRR s
i€ Arabiscne Liga bric t

der Gewalt wegen anhaltender Gewalt
geweigert’ ihre Beobachtermission

2 ab. Hier ist ein Video zur
ngterzuax:— Lage in Syrien:
beiten. Die  htpypitlywohyfc
meisten
Delegierten |l I E
verlieflen L
demnach el
schon Frei-

tag und 1 .
Samstag E

nicht mehr
ihre Hotels
in Damaskus und warteten auf
den Abzugsbeschluss. Der Leiter
der Beobachtermission, Moham-
med al-Dabi, beklagte eine dra-
matische Zuspitzung der Lage.
In den drei Tagen vor der Ent-
scheidung seien bei Zusammen-
stéflen zwischen Regierungs-
truppen und Opposition mehr
als 200 Menschen ums Leben
gekommen.

Die UN-Vetomacht Russland
duflerte Unverstdndnis iiber den
Schritt der Arabischen Liga.
,Uns ist unklar, warum auf diese
Weise mit einem so niitzlichen
Instrument umgegangen wird®,
sagte Auflenminister Sergej Law-
row. Bundesauflenminister Gui-
do Westerwelle (FDP) setzt auf
eine klare Reaktion des UN-Gre-
miums. Vor seinem Aufbruch zu
einer Nahost-Reise drang er auf
eine schnelle Verabschiedung ei-
ner Resolution zu Syrien. Russ-
land hat im Sicherheitsrat bisher
jede Resolution verhindert.
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Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Arabische Liga stoppt Beobachtermission

SYRIEN Die diplomatischen Bemihungen der Arabischen Liga sind gescheitert. Golfstaaten setzten nun
auf eine UN-Resolution. Doch Russland und China stellen sich quer. Derweil eskaliert die Gewalt im Land

VON KARIM EL-GAWHARY

KAIRO taz | Die regionalen Ver-
mittlungsversuche zwischen Re-
gimeund Rebellen in Syrien sind
gescheitert. Die Arabische Liga
hat am Wochenende ihre Beob-
achtermission bis auf weiteres
suspendiert. Nun wird sich der
UN-Sicherheitsrat mit dem Kon-
flikt befassen, der von beiden
Seiten zunehmend brutaler ge-
fahrt wird Allein in der letzten
Woche wurden bei Auseinander-
setzungen zwischen dem Sicher-
heitsapparat und Regimegeg-
nern nach konservativen Schat-
zungen mindestens 200 Men-
schen getotet.

In der letzten Woche hatte die
Arabische Liga Syriens Prasident
Baschar al-Assad aufgefordert,
die Macht an seinen Stellvertre-
ter abzugeben, um eine Regie-
rung der Nationalen Einheit zu
bilden. jedoch hatten sowohl das
Regime als auch die Opposition

Daraufhi

nachst im Land bleiben. Al-Arabi
ist inzwischen nach New York
aufgebrochen, wo am Dienstag
im UN-Sicherheitsrat eine Syri-
en-Resolution diskutiert wird.
Doch vor allem Russland, aber
auch China verweigern bisherih-
re Unterstatzung far eine sokche

den Plan abgeleh

hatten die Golfstaaten unter
Fthrung Saudi-Arabiens ihre Be-
obachter zurackgezogen.

In Reaktion darauf und ange-
sichts der zunehmenden Gewalt
in Syrien gab der Chef der Liga,
Nabil al-Arabi, am Samstag den
vorlaufigen Stopp der komplet-
ten Mission bekannt. Rund hun-
dert Beobachter sollen aber zu-

Der russische Aufenminister
Sergei Lawrow forderte jetzt
mehr arabische Beobachter in
Syrien. Wir wollen wissen, war-
um so ein nutzliches Instrument
einfach so weggeworfen wird’,
kommentierte er die Suspensi-
ons-Entscheidung der Arabi-
schen Liga. Er halte nichts von
der westlichen Auffassung, dass

Kontrolipunkt in Sagba, einem Vorort von Damaskus: verietrter Rebell in einem Transporter nach heftigen Xampfen am Freitag Foto: 1. Mentta/myt/redax/ife

man keinen Dialog mit Assad be-
ginnen konne, sagte er.

Damit steckt jeder weitere
diplomatische Versuch zunachst
in der Sackgasse Die Arabische
Liga will, vor allem angetrieben
von den Golfstaaten, den Fall Sy-
rien internationalisieren, aber
weder im Sicherheitsrat noch in

.Wenn die Initiativen
scheitern, rufen wir
zum bewaffneten

Kampf auf™

MUMIN AL-XUWAFATIYA,
SYRISCHER OPPOSITIONELLER

wiaw 1

der Arabischen Liga herrscht
Konsens tber das weitere Vorge-
hen.

Unterdessen versucht das Re-
gime in Damaskus, selbst eine
Entscheidung zu erzwingen. Es
agiert immer brutaler. Seit im
Marz 20m der Aufstand begann,
sind laut UN-Schatzungen insge-
samt mindestens 5.600 Men-
schen ums Leben gekommen.

\or allem die arabischen Me-
dienam Golf haben unterdessen
zum Groflangriff gegen Russ-
land geblasen. Der Sturz des Re-
gimes Assad wirde den Russen
ihren Einfluss in der Region und
einen wichtigen Waffenmarkt
kosten, analysiert die saudische
Zeitung Al-Madina. Das syri-
sche Blut ist die Wahrung, mit
der Russland handelt und Profite
macht’, schreibt die saudische
Zeitung Sharg al-Awsat.

Auch vor der russischen Bot-
schaft in Kairo waren am Sonn-
tagnachmittag mehrere hundert
Demonstranten aufgezogen. Sie
sangen syrische Revolutionslie-
der. Wir wollen den Russen klar-
machen, dass sie mit ihrem Ver-
halten ein Teil des Regimes Assad
sind’, erklirte der syrische Oppo-
sitionelle Mumin al-Kuwafatiya.
Wenn die internationalen Initia-
tiven scheitern, werden wir zum
bewaffneten Kampf aufrufen,
und dann wird es viele Opfer ge-
ben’, warnt er.

Russische Waffen toten uns’,
sagte auch der syrische Opposi-
tionelle Zuhair Naoura verargert.
.Das syrische Volk hat der Arabi-
schen Liga eine Chance gegeben,
etwas zu unternehmen. Die Liga
gab dem syrischen Regime die
Chance, das Blutbad zu stoppen.
Beide Chancen sind vertan’, sag-
te Naoura. Auch von der interna-
tionalen Gemeinschaft erwartet
er sich nicht viel. ,Am Ende’, sag-
te er, .mussen die Syrer ihr
Schicksalselbstin
die Hand neh-
men"”.

Assad schickt mehr Soldaten

DAMASKUS Korrespondentenberichten zufolge ist die oppositionelle Freie
Syrische Armee in der Hauptstadt und ihrer Umgebung zunehmend prasent

AMMAN/BERLIN rtr/taz | Unbe-
eindruckt von internationalen
Bemthungen um ein Ende der
Gewalt in Syrien verscharft die
Regierung in Damaskus ihren
Kampf gegen die Aufstandi-
schen EinenTag nach dem Stopp
des arabischen Beobachterein-
satzes schickte Prasident Baschar
al-Assad am Sonntag hunderte
Soldaten in die von Rebellen kon-
trollierten  Auflenbezirke der
Hauptstadt. Bei dem Einmarsch

mit Dutzenden Panzern seien
mindestens fanf Zivilisten getd-
tet worden, sagten Regierungs-
gegner weiter.

Bereits am Samstag seien bei
Assads Offensive inden Vororten
zwolf Menschen getotet worden,
sagten Oppositionelle. Die Ar-
mee versuche, die von Rebellen
gehaltenen Viertel zurackzuer-
obern. Die am Sonntagmorgen
in einem weiteren Vorort etwa
2.000 eingerackten Soldaten sei-

en Verstarkung far die Truppen,
die schon andere Auflenbezirke
belagern. Dort verschlechterte
sich die Lage den Regierungsgeg-
nern zufolge dramatisch.

JIn Feldlazarette umgewan-
delte Moscheen fordern Blutkon-
serven an’, berichtete ein Assad-
Kritiker per Satellitentelefon aus
einem der Vororte. Die Strom-
und Benzinversorgung sei unter-
brochen. Die Armee hindere die
Menschen daran, anderswo

Treibstoff zu besorgen. Ein Kor-
respondent der britischen BBC
hatte am Samstag berichtet, er
habe in Damaskus und in der n3-
heren Umgebung Deserteure ge-
sehen, die sich der oppositionel-
len Freien Syrischen Armee (FSA)
angeschlossen haben und dort
Statzpunkte unterhalten Indem
Ort Sabadani sei sogar ein Waf-
fenstillstand zwischen der FSA
und den Kriften des Regimes
ausgehandelt worden. In der
Hauptstadt seien FSA-Leute in
den Vierteln, in denen sie auf-
tauchten, als Helden begrafit
worden Der BBC-Korrespondent
wies jedoch zugleich darauf hin,
dassdas Assad-Regime sehr wohl

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

noch Anhin-
ger in der Bevol-
kerung habe.
Nach Angaben von Oppositio-
nellen ¢bernahmen Deserteure
am Sonntag in einigen Gebieten
der Unruheprovinz Homs die
Kontrolle. Wie die Organisation
syrischer Menschenrechtsbeob-
achter berichtete, hatte es zuvor
heftige Kampfe zwischen Regie-
rungstruppen und Deserteuren
in der Stadt al-Rastan gegeben.
Gefechte gab es auch in dem
von Rebellen gehaltenen Ort
Rankus nordlich von Damaskus.
Auflerdem wurden bei zwei An-
schlagen insgesamt 16 syrische
Soldaten getotet. BS.
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Erschossen auf dem Weg zur Arbeit: Bewohner eines kielnen Ortes in der Syrischen Unruheprovinz idlib drdngen Sich um &in aufpebanries Oprer ue,ALfsunas

Assad macht Syrien zum gespaltenen Land

Zwei Nachbardorfer in der Provinz Idlib: Einesist fiir, dasandere gegen den Prasidenten. Entschieden haben dies die Dorfvorsteher

Daniel Etter, Provinz 1dlib

Dieses Dorf soll ohne Namen bleiben.
Zu grof ist die Angst der Bewohner,
dass die Sicherheitskrafte wieder-
kommen, dass Manner festgenom-
mmundgcfullcnwtrdcnchssscfﬂr
immer versdwinden Sie unter-
scheiden nicht zwischen Schuldigen
und Unschuldigen®, sagt Abu Hamad.
Zwischen Syrem, die bewaffnet Wi-
derstand leisten, und Landsleuten, die
sich unversehens in einem Aufstand
wiederfinden, den sie micht wollen
Abu Hamad, Englischlehrer in Rente,
mut gravem Haar und Schnavzer, zhit
sich zu den Unschuldigen.

In diesem Dorf irgendwo in der sy-
nschen Unrubheprovinz 1dhb sei jeder
auf der Seite der Oppos tion, sagen die
Akdvisten, wieder und wieder. Jjede
Nadht treffen sie sich in einem Klei-
nen, iberhitzten Paum: Demonstran-
ten, die Videos auf Youtube hoch-
laden. Soldaten der aufstandischen
Froien Synischen Armee, die um den
Ort Position bezogen haben und den
Bewohnem an vages Gefihl von Si-
cherheit geben. Der schwarz geklei-
dete Dorfvorstand, zu dem die Manner
abends kommen, wenn sie ihre Strei-
tigkeiten beilegen wollen

Aber Abu Hamad ist im Zwiespalt.
Er zweifdt, ob er dem staatlichen
Femsehen glauben soll oder seinen
Nadibam und Freunden. Wie erhaben
vicle weniger Angst vor Prasident Ba-
schar al-Assad - vor allem unter den
schiitischen, christlichen und alevit-
schen Mindetheiten - als vor dem, was
nach ihm kommen kiante. Sie farch-
ten sch vor einer Machtibernahme
durch die sunnitische Mehrheit.

Andere glauben Assad, wenn erdie
Opposition als Verschworung diffuser
Machte abtut, die das Land desta-
bilisierenwollen. Er schitrt Angste var
Israel und den USA, die Plane fur a-
nen Umbau des Nahen Ostens hegten.
Soist selbst her, in einem Dorf voller
Aufstandischer, Abu Hamad nicht
allein, wenn er unter dem Hndnck
der Propaganda zumindest an den
Motven der Opposition zweifelt.

Nach Scduizungen der Uno sind
mindestens 5000 Menschen in den elf
Monaten des Aufstands in Synen um-
gekommen. In Wahrheit darften es
weit mehr sein. Auch wihrend der Be-
obachtermission der Arabischen Liga
geht die syrische Fahrng brutal ge-
gen Aufstindische vor. Und trotzdem
genieft Assad weiter starken Rock-
halt in der Bevilkerung. Lant einer
Meinungsumfragevon Anfang januar

lehnen 55 Prozent der Befragten ei-
nen Ridckwitt ab. Finanziert war die
Umfrage von Katar - anem der
starksten Krinker Assads.

In dem Keinen 2aum neben Abu
Hamad kauert ein junger Aktivist auf
einer Fritsche. Die Schabiha, arabisch
fur .Geister®, haben versacht, ihn um-
zmubnngen. So nennen sie die halboffi-
ziellen, bewaffneten Schlagertrupps
des Regimes. Sie haben auf der Land-
strafie sein Aunto beschossen und
sechs Kugeln in den rechten Amm, den
Oberkirper und das rechte Bein ge-

Ein Nachbar war unter ihnen.
.[as haben wir von dem Aufstand®,
sdumpft Abu Hamad Die Swade
bewohner witrden gegeneinander auf-

TORKE)
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gebracht, das Land solle in Anardue
versinken. .Dabei missen wir zasam-
menstehen. Das schwacht uns vor
dem wirklichen Feind®, sagt er. Wer
das is?? Die Antwort bleibt vage.
Revolution oder nicht - diese Ent-
scheidung trifit nicht der Einzelne
sondern die Dorfgemmnschaft Im
Nadhbardorf hangen an jeder Edcke
Bilder von Assad. Die Bewohner sind
Schiiten und stehen der vomehmbich
alevigschen Fihnngsriege nahe. Die
beiden Dérfer verstanden sich gut, bis
die Revolution kam. Anfangs hatten
Nachbam noch Informationen iber
die Oppoationellen an Regierungs-
krafte weitergegeben, =gt Abu
Hamad. Aber das sei votbel. Die Darf-
vorsteher hatten ihre Seite gewahlt,
nun mische man sich nicht mehr ein.
Fast jede Nacht tanzt der harte
Kem der Widerstandler auf dem Dorf-
platz. Singend fordem sie den Sturz
des Regimes. Mal sind es 30 Manner,
mal 200. Freitags kommt das ganze
Dorf zusammen: rund 2000 Manner
und am Rande kieine Gruppen von
Fraven. Osama, ein 26 hnger Am-
bischstudent, war einer der Ersten, die
hier demonstriert haben. Am Tag. als
in FPakistan sein Namensvetter Bin
Laden getsitet wurde, kamen Sicher-
heitskrafte und bolten ihn. Sie verban-
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den ihm die Angen, hangten ihn an
den Armen auf, schiugen ihn und ver-
passten ihm Stromschlage. Warum
branchst du Freihei?®, hatten se ge-
fragt. .Du musst getstet werden®

Seitdem sich die staathiche Autod-
tat spiirbar zuridckgezogen hat, fillen
die Oppoa tionellen sidh relativacher.
Sie haben keine Angst mehr, auf die
Strafie zu gehen und ihre Meinung zu
auflen. Die Demonstmtionen sind
Routine geworden, memand hindert
sie daran. Armee und Schabiha waren
zuletzt im Oktober im Dorf. Im Mo-
ment haben die staatlichen Krafte
nug damit zu tun, gegen die Pc\:»cIFc
in den Aufienbezirken der Hauptstadt
Damaskus vorzugehen.

Doch auch s0 weiff Assad aufer-
halb von Widerstandsnestern wie Ha-
ma, Homs oder Daraa weiter mit den
Angsten der Bevilkerung zu spiden.
Wir mdssen fredlich leben®, sagt
Abu Hamad, der sich die Sicherheit
und Sahbiliait vor dem Aufstand zu-
rilckwanscht: Syrer, die zusammen-
stehen gegen den Feind von aufen.
Osama, der junge Arabischstudent
winsdit sch dagegen. es glbe sie,
diese anslandische Verschwirung:
Wir brauchen Hilfe vom Teufel. Wir
branchen Hilfe von Israd, den USA,
Grofontanmien. Nur nicht Baschar®
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La bataille fait rage dans
les faubourgs de Damas

Armeée et insurgés
s’affrontaient hier
aux abords

de la capitale
syrienne

Andrés Allemand

Dujamais vu. Des affrontements sans
précédententre déserteursetarmeée
réguliere ont eu lieu hier dans des
villes situées dans la proche banlieue
de Damas. Comme a Ain Tarma, a
environ4 kmdela capitale. ’Obser-
vatoire syrien des droits de 'homme
(OSDH), dénombre 80 personnes
tées, pour moitié des civils, durant
la seule journée de dimanche. A
Kafar Batna, des témoins affir-
maient que des chars ultramoder-
nes avaient pris la place centrale.
Visiblement, le régime est conscient
de livrer une bataille décisive.

Jusqurici, la capitale avait été re-
lativement épargnée par la révolte
contre le régime de Bachar el-Assad,
qui, depuis le 15 mars, a déja cotité
la vie a plus de 5400 personnes se-
lon ’ONU. Mais ces derniers jours
ont vu, semble-t-il, I'avancée du
mouvement d’opposition et surtout
des déserteurs regroupés dans
I’Armée libre de Syrie.

Désertions en cascade
«Maintenant, le régime tente dere-
prendre les quartiers et les villes
acquises a la contestation. Mais les
militaires ont le plus grand mal a
récupeérer la rue», note Jean-René
Belliard, spécialiste du Moyen-
Orient, qui suit de trés prés I'évolu-
tion de la crise. «C’est peut-étre un
tournant. L'offensive contre des
faubourgs de Damas signifie que
I'armée des déserteurs s’y est im-
plantée. Or, ceux-ci sont d’habitude
prudents. IIs prennent des localités,
puis rapidement évacuent pour se
repositionner sur les hauteurs, a
des endroits stratégiques. S'ils sont
descendus dans les faubourgs, c'est
qu’on est entré sans doute dans la
phase finale de cette guerre civile.»
Car I'étau se resserre autour du
régime, note Jean-René Belliard.
Parfois de maniére spectaculaire.

iy

De la fumée s’élevait hier au-dessus d’Erbeen, dans la banlieue de Damas. RETEURS

La Ligue arabe relance Moscou

Outrée par la violence des
affrontements qui se déchainent
depuis mardi en Syrie, la Ligue
arabe a suspendu samed| sa
mission d’observation entamée le
26 décembre et accusé le régime
de Bachar el-Assad d'avolr
«choisi I'escalade».

Hier, avant de s'embarquer pour
New York, le secrétaire général
Nabil el-Arabi tentait de convaincre
Moscou et Pékin de ne pas
mettre leur veto a une résolution
du Conseil de sécurité endossant
le plan arabe pour la Syrie.

Il ne désespere pas d'obtenir «un
changement de position de ces
deux pays».

«Hier, selon mes renseignements, le
général Khallouf est passé i la dissi-
dence avec 300 de ses soldats.
Poursuivis toute la journée par les
troupes régulieres, ils ont d’abord
cherché refuge a Rankous, mais le
pilonnage intensif de la ville les a

Moscou, I'un des meilleurs
soutiens du régime de Damas sur
la scéne internationale, demeure
jusqu'a présent hostile au projet
de résolution, estimant quiil
franchit des «lignes rouges».
Notamment en exigeant le retrait
de Bachar el-Assad et le transfert
du pouvoir a son vice-président,
A Damas, le régime ne change
pas de ton. «Les forces de
sécurité sont déterminées a
rétablir I'ordre et nettoyer le
territoire des hors-la-loi qui tuent
des citoyens innocents», a
indiqué le ministre syrien de
I'Intérieur, Mohammad Ibrahim
al-Chaar. A.A.

conduits a se déplacer vers la zone
de I'aéroport. Et 14, ils ont failli in-
tercepter un cortege de voitures
emmenant des proches de Bachar
el-Assad, lesquels ont réussi de jus-
tesse a faire demi-tour etrentrer au
palais présidentiel.»

En tout cas, le doute n’est plus
permis: «On n’a plus affaire a des
manifestants pacifiques, mais biena
des combattants armeés. L’Armeée li-
bre affirme compter 40 000 soldats.
Et de plus en plus de déserteurs
viennentrejoindre leursrangs. Des
fronts sontouverts un peu partout.
Il sera difficile a 'armée réguliére de
réprimer partout a la fois, elle n’est
pas extensible.»

Sans merci

Labataille est-elle perdue d’avance?
Peut-étre. Mais en attendant, «la
phase finale s’annonce extréme-
ment violente et pourrait durer
trés longtemps», estime Jean-René
Belliard. Selon le commandant re-
belle Maher Noueimi, «une campa-
gne punitive» serait en cours contre
la ville rebelle de Hama, les forces
de sécurité s’en prenant violem-
ment «aux civils et aux enfantsy.
Une information inverifiable.

Tard hier soir, des bombarde-
ments semblaient méme avoir
éclaté au cceur méme de Damas.
Sans trop que I'on puisse dire qui
tirait sur qui.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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Kéampfe um die Vorstidte von Damaskus

Die Beobachter der

struppen
idischen

versuchen. die Aufs
aus der Peripherie der Haupt-
stadt zu vertreiben. Russland
hat die Suspendierung der

arabischen Mission kritisiert.

Jiirg Bischoff. Kairo

Syrische Regicrungskrifte haben am
Wochenende versucht, bewalfnete Auf-
stindische aus mehreren Ortschaften in
der Agglomeration der Hauptstadt Da-
maskus zu vertreiben, die den Rebellen

in die Hiinde gefallen waren. Laut oppo-
sitionellen  Quellen kamen mehrere
Orte, wice auch Viertel der Stadt Homs,
unter  Artilleriebeschuss,  wiithrend
Scharfschiitzen Strassen  unsicher
machten. Vom Freitag bis zum Sonntag-
nachmittag meldeten die lokalen Koor-
Aufstands den
Tod von tiber 200 Personen.

die

dinationskomitees des

Syrische Kritik

Dic Arabische Liga hat am Samstag
wegen der Zunahme der Gewalt die
Arbeit ihrer Beobachter in Syrien aus-
gesetzt, ohne diese aber aus dem Land
zurtickzuzichen. Das Regime hatte die
Beobachtermission nur widerwillig ak-
zeptiert. und die Aufstindischen hatten
sie als sinnlose Zeitverschwendung be-
zeichnet. Die Golfstaaten sahen in ihr
cin Instrument, Damaskus unter Druck
zu setzen und den Widerstand der ande-
ren Araber sowice der Russen und Chi-
nesen gegen eine Internationalisicrung
der Krise zu unterlaufen.

Der russische Aussenminister Law-
row hat die Suspendierung der Beob-
achtermission Kritisiert. Er befiirworte
cine Erhohung der Zahl der Beobach-
ter, sagte Lawrow und fragte, warum die
Arabische Liga ein solch «niitzliches
Instrument» so schlecht behandle. Trotz
dem starken Druck der EU- und von
Golfstaaten haben die Russen den Wi-
en den Resolutionsentwur|
eben. den Marokko letzte
Uno-Sicherheitsrat  einge-

derstand ge
nicht aufg
Woche im
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V.

Ein Verwundeter der

bracht hat. Die Russen wollen weder die
Forderung nach einem Riicktritt Asads
noch Sanktionsdrohungen unterstiitzen
und verlangen, dass eine auslindische
Intervention in Syrien ausdriicklich aus-
geschlossen wird. Auch Damaskus be-
dauerte die Suspendicrung der arabi-
schen  Beobachtermission, Der  Be-
schluss verfolge das Ziel, den Druck zu-
gunsten ciner auslindischen Interven-
tion zu erhéhen und wolle die bewaffne-
ten Gruppen zu mehr Gewalt ermun-
tern, schrieb die amtliche Nachrichten-
agentur Sana. Laut Berichten
wurden am Sonntag 28 Soldaten und
Polizisten beerdigt. die in den Kimpfen
getotet worden waren. Zudem wurden
laut Sana am Sonntag 13 Soldaten in der

ithren

- Arabischen Liga setzen thre

Region Damaskus getotet, je einer kam
in Homs und Idlib ums Leben. Die stei-
gende Zahl der Opfer auf Regierungs-
seite zeigt, dass die «Freie Syrische
Armee» (FSA) unterdessen iiber cine
bedeutende Anzahl gut ausgeriisteter
Kampfer verfugt

Waffenlief

une
ung;

Dies scheint die Folge cinerseits von zu-
nehmenden Desertionen in den Regie-
rungstruppen  und
Waffenlicferungen zu sein, welche die
Aufstiandischen erreichen. Die FSA. de-
ren Kommando in der Turkei stationiert
ist, briistet sich, 40 000 Mann unter Waf-
fen zu haben, was einige Beobachter

andererseits  von

Tiitigheit aus

Freien Syrischen Armees an einem Kontrollpunkt in einem Vorort von Damaskus TOMAS MUNITA / REDUX / LA

aber fiir Gibertriecben halten, Nach lan-
gen Diskussionen tiber Regeln zum Ge-
walteinsatz scheint sich die FSA auch
mit dem Syrischen Nationalrat (SNC)
auf cine gemeinsame Linie geeinigt zu
haben. Der SNC, in dem hauptsichlich
Oppositionelle im Exil, unter ihnen die
Muslimbriider, zusammengeschlossen
sind, hat bekanntgegeben, dass er kiinf-
tig dic FSA mit Geld und Ausriistung
unterstiitzen werde.

Ein SNC-Mitglied beteuerte al-Jazira
gegeniiber, es wiirden nur

defensive
Walffen geliefert. Angesichts der politi-
schen Unterstiitzung, die der SNC in
Golfstaaten und im Westen ge-
niesst. diirfte er die notigen Mittel dazu

den

unschwer mobilisieren kdnnen.
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Siria, scontri feroci
alle porte di Damasco

DAMASCO

Sessantasei morti ieri Siria,
di cui 26 civili: lo ha riferito
I’Osservatorio siriano per i
diritti dell'uvomo, aggiungen-
do che gli scontri piti violenti
sono stati quelli pit vicini al-
la capitale. «Assad si prepa-
ra a importanti combatti-
menti nella provincia di Da-
masco», ha detto il capo del-
’Osservatorio Rami Abdel
Rahmane. «Determinato a ri-
stabilire I'ordiney, il regime
ha condotto un’operazione
militare che un portavoce
dei disertori ha definito «sen-
za precedenti» anche perché
é stata usata «l’artiglieria pe-
sante»: duemila soldati ap-
poggiati da 50 carri armati
modernissimi e da blindati.
Intanto le diplomazie si
muovono, anche se molto piu
lentamente dei cingolati. La

Lega araba riunira domenica
5 febbraio al Cairo i suoi mini-
stri degli Esteri per valutare il
futuro della missione dei suoi
osservatori, sospesa sabato a
causa della recrudescenza del-
le violenze. Il dilemma é se riti-
rarla definitivamente o rilan-
ciarla, vista la scelta di Assad
di insistere in una escalation
del sangue. Damasco ha di-
chiarato di considerare un riti-
ro della missione degli osserva-
tori un modo per fare pressio-
ne sul Consiglio di Sicurezza
dell’Onu, convocato per doma-
ni, e ottenere un intervento mi-
litare internazionale, finora
impedito dall’opposizione di
Russia e Cina, sostenitori del
regime siriano. Anche Washin-
gton cambia marcia: il segreta-
rio di Stato Hillary Clinton sta
pensando di andare anche lei
all’Onu per far valere tutto il
SUO peso. [M. VER.]
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Opositores sirios trasladan el cadaver de un joven fallecido durante los enfrentamientos en Baba Amro, cerca de 12 cludad de Homs. / REUTeRsS

La revolucion llega a las puertas del tirano

Ellevantamiento contra Asad se extiende a Damasco en un fin de semana sangriento

g Hammaurlya
" Saba
DAMASCO

ELHUNDO,

ViEne 02 primera pagina

«Damasco y Alepo se estén levan-
tando. Estamos hablando de ciuda-
des que hasta el momento habfan
permanecido leales al régimen de
Bashar Asadw. La opositora inde-
pendiente Ragida Hassan confir-
maba ayer con entusiasmo la ex-
tensién de las revueltas a los alre-
dedores de la capital siria y & otras
zonas que en estos casi 11 meses
apenas habian desafiado a la dicta-
dura por la via de las armas.

«La fuerza revolucionaria esté
creciendo. Son senales muy positi-
vasw, proclamaba orgullosa Ragi-
da. durante la enésima jornada
sangrienta que acabé cobrdndose
al menos 26 victimas mortales s6-
lo en los suburbios de la capital.
En todo el pais, entre el sébado y e
domingo, organizaciones de dere-
chos humanos calculan que la cifra

de fallecidos superd con seguridad
el centenar.

Las muertes no se produjeron
Gnicamente entre la poblacién ci-
vil, sino que también mermaron
las tropas de Asad. La agencia es-
tatal Sana informé ayer de la desa-
paricién de 24 militares, entre ellos
seis regulares que se vieron sor-
prendidos por la explosién de una
bomba junto al autobis en el que

auguraba la opositora Ragida, sa-
tisfecha por las noticias como pro-
bablemente lo estaban también los
demés exiliados al vecino Libano,
que llevan desde el pasado marzo
esperando la cafda del tirano. «F1
Ejército Libre Sirio protege a los
manifestantess, explicaba. «Hay
una fuerte compenetracién entre
los soldados que anuncian su de-
sercién del ejército regular y los

vigjeban al sur de D Segtin

fi pacificoss.

el Observatorio Sirio de Derechos
Humanos, fueron 18 los soldados
fallecidos como consecuencia de
dos ataques llevados a cabo por
desertores en la provincia de Idlib.

La vispera, el régimen habia ho-
menajeado a otros 28 miembros de
las fuerzas de seguridad cafdos du-
rante los chogues violentos de los
Gltimos dias. La agencia Sana atri-
buy6 su asesinato a acciones de
«grupos terroristas armadoss en
Homs, Hama, Deraa, Deiral Zory
las afueras de Damasco.

En los suburbios del este de la
capital se libraban ayer batallas de-
satadas por la reciente intensifica-
ci6n de las protestas y la brutal re-
presién de las mismas. Opositores
sirios refugiados en Beirut inter-
pretaban el panorama como el
principio de una nueva fase de cas-
tigo a la revuelta por parte de los
leales a Asad.

Entre las zonas que ya han caido
en manos de los rebeldes estin Za-
badani y Sagba, en los alrededores
de Damasco. «Y Duma, también en
las afueras, estd a punto de caers,

Pero las tropas de Asad larzaron
ayer un contrastaque para
rar el terreno perdido. Los vehicu-
los blindados, contundente respal-
do alos 2.000 hombres armados
del presidente, avanzaron sobre el
entorno de la capital para to-
mar parte en la ofensiva en
1a citada Sagba y también en
Hammouriya y Kfar Batna.

Con ese movimiento trata-
ban de dispersar & los com-
batientes que previamente
habfan tomado el control de
varios distritos situados a po-
cos kilémetros del corazén
del poder sirio. «Es una gue-
Tra urbanan, confirmé a Reu-
ters un activista atrincherado
en Kfar Batna. «Hay cadédve-
res en las callesw, relaté.

La multiplicacién de la
violencia y de las protestas contra
Asad coincidié con la suspensién
de la misién de los 165 observa-
dores de la Liga Arabe. Tras
anunciar el séhado la congelacién
de los trabajos de los expertos en
territorio sirio, el secretario gene-

La vision del
régimen de Asad

>El régimen sirio insiste en
que milicias respaldadas
desde el extranjero han
acabado con lavida de 2.000
hombres de sus fuerzas de
seguridad. Por su parte, la
ONU alega que estas fuerzas
han matado a 5.000 personas
desde que comenzaron las
revueitas, en marzo de 2011.

ral del organismo, Nabil Arabi, se
dirigi6 a Nueva York con un nue-
vo objetivo: buscar apoyo al plan
de paz propuesto la semana pasa-
da. La iniciativa, rechazada desde
el comienzo por el régimen, de-
fiende la creacién de un Gobierno
de unidad nacional que incluya
tanto miembros del Gabinete de
Asad como a algunas figuras de
la oposicitn.

En la sede de Naciones Unidas
estd previsto que se reescriba una
resolucién para condenar la feroz

>La ditima aparicion pablica
del presidente sirio, Bashar
Asad, tuvo lugar el pasado 10

Humo sobre los suburbios de Damasco./ FEUTES

de enero, cuando anuncit que
acabaria con todos los
«terroristas» del pais, asi
como la celebracion de un
referéndum en marzo sobre
una nueva Constitucién.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

represitn de las revueltas. Rusia y
China, miembros permanentes del
Consejo de Seguridad, probable-
mente vetarén cuslquier resolu-
cién que imponga nuevas
sanciones a la dictadura.

Respaldado por su aliado
irani, el régimen de Damas-
co rechaza cualquier inter-
vencién internacional en la
crisis. La agencia Sana cité
ayer al ministro de Asuntos
Exteriores irani, Ali Akbar
Salehi, advirtiendo de que la
situacién debe resolverse de
forma pacifica y sin la parti-
cipacién de potencias ex-
tranjeras. «Las presiones in-
ternacionales contra Siria
pueden llevar a consecuen-
cias negativas y temblores en toda
la regiéne, asegurd.

[ ORBYT.es

>Serene Assir analiza la
revuelta contra el régimen sirio.
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Guerra civil en Siria
Damasco también se rebela

La crisis siria roza va la categoria de guerra civil.
El abandono de la mision de observadores de la
Liga Arabe —decidida a llevar el caso al seno de la
ONU tras salir de un pais incapaz de garantizar la
seguridad de su delegacion— no ha hecho sino
aumentar la crudeza del enfrentamiento que
libran el Ejército y unos rebeldes cada vez mejor
armados v organizados. Al centenar de viclimas
del pasado sabado hay que sumar las decenas de
muertos que ayer se registraron en diversos
puntos de Siria, cuya capital, Damasco, también
fue escenario del choque entre fieles y opositores
de Bachar al-Assad. La desercion en masa de A laizquierda, columnas de
soldados del Ejército ha permitido a los rebeldes  humo al este de Damasco.
reforzar su posicion militar y, ademas de mante- Arriba, funeral por una de

REUTERS

ner sus bastiones de las provincias de Hamay las victimas de la represion
Homs, de nuevo castigadas por la artilleria del en Homs. Sobre estas lineas,
régimen, aproximarse a Damasco, donde ayver un desertor del Ejército
libraron duros combales con las tropas del ondea la bandera rebelde en
presidente Al-Assad. [INTERNACIONAL] un barrio de la capital
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Rebelion a las puertas de Damasco

»L.os barrios bajo control
opositor estan cercados
por el Ejército, que
emplea tanques y
armamento pesado

»En Tunez, Egipto y
Libia el control de la
capital fue clave para el
triunfo de la revolucion

(A

MIKEL AYESTARAN
ENVIADO ESPECIAL
A DAMASCO

os accesos a Damasco es-
tanvigilados por el Ejérci-
to, que ha establecido
puestos de control donde
se forman colas kilométri-
cas. Después de diez me-
ses de protestas |a revuelta se ha he-
cho fuerte en los barrios de la perife-
ria de la capital y el régimen trata de
sofocarellevantamiento con unaope-
racion a gran escala en la zona este
enla que, segun activistas de la oposi
cion consultados, eemplean tanques
y artilleria pesadan. Asi ocurrié des
de primera hora de ayer domingo
«No sabemos los muertos y heri-
dos que hay, es imposible mostrar lo
que ocurre al mundo porque las zo-
nas estan acordonadas, han cortado
las comunicaciones, laelectricidad...»
apunta un joven opositor que trata
por todos los medios junto a un gru
po de amigos de llevar medicinas a
los lugares afectados,
¢Es el inicio de la batalla por Da-
masco?, les preguntamos. «Son dias
clave, los seguidores del régimen tie-
nen dudas y ya no muestran suapoyo
de la forma tan efusiva que lo hacian
antes, saben que las informaciones so-
bre excesos de las fuerzas de seguri
dad son ciertas y empiezan a ver
como sus vecinos perdemos el miedo
a hablar y pedir libertad», senala una
joven activista de Harasta, otro bas-
tion opositor de la periferia, que pien-

En la imagen, funeral de un opositor en un suburbio de Damasco

sa que «el final esta proximo, pero to-
davia pueden hacer mucho dano».
Los combates entre el Ejército re-
gularylos distintos grupos armados
que componen el Ejército Libre Sirio
(EJS) secentran en la zona de Ghouta
oriental, al este de la capital, en los
distritos de Sagba, Hammouriya y

Militares fallecidos

Seis militares murieron,
segun la agencia oficial
Sana, en un «ataque
terrorista» llevado a cabo
por opositores

Kfar Batnba. Alli «suenan las explo-
siones y disparos», segin los activis-
tas consultados, que hablan de «com-
bates calle por calle» v todos los acce
sos estan blogueados. Testigos con
sultados por la agencia Reuters gra-
cias a telefonia satélite describieron
que en lugares como Sagba «las mez-
quitas estan llenas de heridos, hacen
de hospitales y no hay electricidad».
Las unicas bajas confirmadas del
dia fueron los seis soldados que per-
dieron la vida el sdbado cuando el au
tobus en el que viajaban fue atacado
por «un grupo de terroristas», segin
la agencia oficial Sana, que informo
también de los funerales celebrados
durante la jornada porotros 23 solda-

REUTERS

dos. La oposicion denuncid la muerte
de al menos 19 personas, al menos
dos de ellas ninos, pero cuando se
abra el acceso a las zonas donde han
tenido lugar operaciones esta cifra
podria aumentar.

Desde los medios oficiales apenas
se hizo hincapié en la operacion mili-
tarque funcionarios del régimen con-
sultados englobaron dentrode «las la-
bores habituales de las fuerzas de se-
guridad por establecer el orden» y
acusaron a los medios occidentales y
arabes de magnificar los hechos para
aumentar la presion internacional so-
bre el régimen.

e
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Pintadas

«;Viva la revolucion!» y
otras pintadas pidiendo
la caida del régimen son
cada vez mas frecuentes
en barrios damascenos

e

Dentro del casco urbano de Da-
masco la revuelta carece de armas
y las manifestaciones esporadicas
se multiplican en barrios como Jo-
bar, Al Qaboun, Barzah Al Balad,
Al Midan o Rokn Ad Dien. Grafitis
en las paredes pidiendo la caida
del régimen, o lanzamiento de glo-
bos con esléganes como «jviva la
revolucién!» comienzan a ser ac-
ciones cada vez mas habituales
pese al férreo control de los agen-
tes de seguridad. «Hasta ahoralos
damascenos lo veiamos todo por
la tele, parecia algo lejano, pero
ahora nos damos cuenta de que ya
esta aquiy esto nos da mucho mie-
don, confiesala duenade unaagen-
cia de turismo que ha decidido en-
viar a sus hijos a Libano ante la es-
calada de tension.

Limpieza de «terroristas»
El régimen parece dispuesto a
cumplircon las palabras del minis-
tro de Interior, Mohamed Shaar,
que en un encuentro con familia-
res de agentes de la seguridad cai-
dos en los tltimos meses -mas de
dos mil, segtin el régimen- advirtié
que «las fuerzas de seguridad es-
tan determinadas en restablecerel
ordenylaseguridad y limpiarel te-
rritorio de delincuentes». Estos
«delincuentes» serian los miem-
bros del ESL cuya presencia haido
creciendo de forma progresiva en
los alrededores de la capital donde
en los ultimos dias habian llegado
a establecer puestos de control e
izadola banderaverde, blancay ne-
gra de la Siria anterior a la llegada
del partido Baaz. En el interior de
los distritos el territorio no esta
claramente delimitado y uno pasa
en apenas unas calles de unazona
bajo control del régimen, a otra
bajo control opositor sin percatar-
se del cambio hasta que ve las ban-
deras.

Como en Tanez, Egipto y Libia,
el control de la capital del pais es
basico parael triunfo de las aspira-
ciones opositoras. El régimen es
consciente y por eso trata de blin-
dar Damasco en una semana cru-
cial en la que la Liga Arabe y la
Union Europea presentarin un
plan conjunto ante el Consejo de
Seguridad de Naciones Unidas. El
plan tiene como primer punto la di-
mision del presidente Bashar al-
Assad y la formacion de un gobier-
no de unidad nacional, algo a lo
que Rusia y China se han opuesto
de forma tajante ya que piden una
oportunidad para el plan de refor-
mas propuesto por el presidente.

Un militar se protege entre sacos terreros en la ciudad de Dara, donde empez6 la revolucion

«jAbajo el régimen!»

»En Dara, donde salto la
chispa revolucionaria,
muchos no hablan. Otros
va han perdido el miedo

MIKEL AYESTARAN
ENVIADO ESPECIAL A DARA (SIRIA)

«;Todos al minibus, vamos, vamos!».
Los funcionarios del ministeriode In-
formacion estdn nerviosos. Un nino
al grito de «jabajo al régimen!» trata
de atraer la atencién de los cinco pe-
riodistas extranjeros que visitan la
mezquita Al Omari, el lugar donde es-
tall6 la revuelta siria en marzodel pa-
sado ano cuando miles de personas
secundaron una marcha para pedir
lalibertad de quince jévenes encarce-
lados por escribir grafitis contra el
sistema. Aunque el templo noestaen
el programa, los enviados del ministe-
rio aceptan la sugerencia de los envia-
dos especiales.

A las tradicionales visitas a la go-
bernacion y a las ruinas del palacio
de Justicia y el edificio de la televi-
sion nacional, atacados durante los
primeros dias de manifestaciones, se
le suma una parada de cinco minutos
frente a la mezquita de piedra negra,
epicentro de las protestas, que termi-
na de forma abrupta por el temor a
que se repita unaescenacomo la vivi-
da con los observadores de la Liga

Arabe que en pocos minutos fueron
rodeados por una multitud.

Dara estd en la frontera con Jordania,
a unos cien kilometros al sur de la capi-
tal, pero ya no hay camino seguro en Si-
ria. Bandas criminales aprovechan el
desconcierto para cometer robos y se-
cuestrosexprés, algoalo quelosciudada-
nos sirios no estaban acostumbrados.

Taller de explosivos
A unos veinte kilémetros de nuestro
destino final decenas de soldados to-
man posiciones en los aledanos de
Khirbat al-Ghazali. «Se trata de una
operacion contra los insurgentes en
unazonaen laque ayerencontramos
un taller en el que fabricaban explosi-
vos», apunta el gobernador, Moha-
med Jaled al-Hanuse, durante la re-
cepcion oficial que ofrece a la delega-
cién internacional en un despacho de-
corado con fotografias de gran tama-
no del actual presidente y sus falleci-
dos padre y hermano.

Como ocurre en Damasco, tam-
bién en Dara los distritos de la perife-

Simbolos

La estatua de Al-Assad fue
derribada en Darael
pasado marzo y casi todas
sus fotos destruidas. Asi
siguen meses después

ria cuentan con importante presen-
cia de la oposicion. La gran diferen-
cia es que el centro urbano aqui esta
absolutamente tomado por las fuer-
zas del orden. «No es Ejército, son
efectivos de la seguridad», matiza un
gobernador cuyo nombramiento en
lugar de Faisal Khalthum, una de las
exigencias de los manifestantes, no
sirvio para sofocar las protestas.

El paseo oficial, escoltados por un
vehiculo de la Policia diplomatica y
otro todoterreno con hombres arma-
dos, discurre por una ciudad repleta
de puestos de vigilancia. Los hom-
bres, con chaleco, casco y uniforme
verde oliva, se protegen detrds de sa-
cos terreros en muchos de los cuales
se aprecian impactos de bala. La esta-
tua del anterior presidente en la pla-
za principal fue arrancada durante
las manifestaciones de marzoyel pe-
destal sigue vacio. Las habituales fo-
tografias de Bashar al-Assad y su pa-
dre que presiden lugares publicos y
edificios oficiales en todo el pais han
sido destrozadas en su mayor parte.
Un detalle al que resta importancia
un agente de la Policia local «porque
al propio presidente tampoco le gus-
ta que su imagen esté en todos lados,
por eso tampoco pensamos en volver
a colocar su estatuanr,

Antes de volver a Damasco el mini-
bus se detiene cerca de una zona co-
mercial. Noes sencillo hacerentrevis-
tas a pie de calle rodeados de miem-
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bros de las fuerzas de seguridad. Cua-
tro personas rechazan hacer cual-
quier declaracion. El profesor Enad,
de 34 anos, acepta y asegura que «no
hay problemas como ti mismo pue-
des ver, lo mds importante es que se
cumpla el guion de reformas marca-
do por el presidente». Un joven de 23
anos licenciado en Informatica habla
pero lejos de la escolta. «¢Me puedo

MIKEL AYESTARAN

fiar de que vas a traducir lo que te
digo?», le preguntaal funcionario del
ministerio. Toma aire y se desahoga:
«mataron a mi padre, a dos herma-
nos y a un sobrino. Los tinicos terro-
ristas en Siria son ellos. La solucion a
nuestros problemas es la caida de
Bashar al-Assad, no hay otra salida».
Muchos han perdido el miedo. El régi-
men ha dejado de ser un tabu.

FLORENTINO
PORTERO

TODO MENOS
DEMOCRACIA

a revuelta popular contra

la dictadura encabezada

por la familia Al-Assad

ha ido creciendo hasta
convertirse en una guerra civil.
La clave de su éxito radica en su
base social, la comunidad suni,
que aun siendo mayoritaria sufre
la arbitrariedad de la minoria
alaui, y en que un nimero impor-
tante de oficiales y soldados ha
abandonado la disciplina militar
para engrosar, ordenar y dirigir
las milicias del hoy ya Ejército
Libre de Siria. La Primavera
Arabe mostro que era posible
acabar con las dictaduras y
muchos han asumido riesgos
para lograrlo. Sin embargo no
todos los que se oponen a un
régimen autoritario son necesa-
riamente demdcratas.

Los Hermanos Musulmanes
fueron durante décadas la
organizacion social, politicay
religiosa mas importante de
Siria entre la comunidad suni,
razon por la cual sufrieron una
represion atroz. Todo apunta a
que han logrado rehacerse y
que, en el caso de que el régimen
se desmorone, serdn los grandes
beneficiarios.

Si se confirmara esta hipdtesis
la crisis se habria resuelto en un
pulso entre un régimen, el baasis-
ta, originalmente laicista pero
que por debilidad ha acabado en
manos de Irdan, y el islamismo
suni representado por su organi-
zacion mas carismatica. Cuando
las distintas iglesias cristianas se
aferran al actual Gobierno es
porque saben que les espera el
mismo destino que a sus herma-
nos coptos, palestinos, maronitas,
caldeos... sila Hermandad llegara
al poder.

Siria es una pieza esencial para
la estrategia irani en el mundo
arabe. Gracias a ella controlan
Libano y han asumido un relevan-
te papel en Palestina. Perder esta
pieza al tiempo que sufren las
consecuencias de un cerco econo-
mico seria una humillante derro-
ta. Para Arabia Saudi, Irdn es la
mayor amenaza a su seguridad y
ala hegemonia suni.

Su gobierno se ha movilizado,
convenciendo a Estados Unidos
de que la estabilidad de la region
pasa por un entendimiento con
los «islamistas moderados» para,
todos juntos, contenera Irdn y
derrotar a Al Qaida. Turquia ha
dejado a un lado su calculado
acercamiento a Iran para jugar un
papel capital en el apoyo ala
revuelta y en la formacidn, hasta
ahora imposible, de un gobierno
en el exilio. Su histérico papel en
el islam suni ha llevado a Erdo-
g4an a un compromiso con los
islamistas sirios para deponer al
régimen baasista.

En este pulso lo tinico seguro
es que no habra democracia.
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Antl-government protesters carry the coffins of victims of clashes in Baba Amro, near Homs. Viol
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Assad launches offensive on
rebels in Damascus suburbs

By Adrian Blomfield
Middle East Correspondent

SYRIAN forces shelled residential dis-
tricts on the outskirts of Damascus yes-
terday as President Bashar al-Assad
launched a major offensive to regain full
control of his capital.

Opposition activists reported corpses
littering the streets after advancing troops
\\(wul a uknllcsx artillery barrage on
lmu of the city's outlying districts: areas
of which were said to have fallen back
under the control of regime forces late
last night. At least 19 people were said to
have been killed, 14 of them civilians
caught in the crossfire.

The latest deaths came days after Syr-
ia’s 10-month uprising entered a particu-
larly violent phase that some observers
attributed to regime nervousness follow-
ing a string of rebel gains in Damascus.

For the first few weeks of an Arab
League observer mission. deployed last
month, the Syrian armed forces showed
relative restraint when compared with
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the bloodletting that gr lp\h »d the country
in the autumn, Although hundreds of
people were still killed “after the moni-
1l. the violence has escalated
v, with nearly 250 deaths reported
since last Tuesday - including at least 66
yesterday alone.

In protest at the rising death toll, the
Arab League suspended 1ts controversial
monitoring mission over the weekend
and offic t the body’s headquarters
in Cairo indicated that it was likely to be
scrapped altogether. Nabil El.|
league's secretary-general,
New York yesterday to lobby th( United
Nations Security Council to adopt a reso-
lution supporting an Arab peace plan
that calls on Mr Assad to step down.

The Security Council is expected hold
a debate on Syria this week. but Russia
has indicated that it will veto any resolu-
tion that threatens sanctions or hints at
regime change. Moscow's support for Mr
Assad had : nppmued to waver towards the
end of last year, but it has swung behind
its old .|I|v amid fears of wwruhou wry

contagion in the wake of pro-democracy
protests in the Russian capital.

Brushing off international condemna-
tion, My 1 has made a determined
effort to reverse gains made by the rebel

_' m \nn\ after ﬂu\rmmrnthuup\
iks were withdrawn from the cen-
tre of some cities.

The regime’s return to a strategy of
force comes after the rebels seized con-
trol of satellite towns on the edge of
Damascus, bringing them to within five
miles of the city’s historic centre.

Thousands  of troops yesterday
advanced a large mcch:miscﬁ infantry
column into the Damascus suburbs of
Sagba, Hammouriya and Kfar Batna, as
well as the satellite town of Douma. The
artillery onslaught was brutal and indis-
criminate, according to the opposition.

“Houses were shelled at random and
innocent civilians were killed in the
streets,” an activist in Kfar Batna said.

Mosques were turned into makeshift
hospitals md electricity was cut off in all
four areas. By nightfall, it appeared that

the operation had been largely success-
ful, with army tanks being (|rp|uwd in
tln central squares of I\t.u Batna and

Sagba. Regime forces also escalated an
offensive in the resort town of Rankous.
20 miles north of the capital, which
had similarly been taken over by rebels.
At t 33 people have been Kkilled in
Rankous over the past three days, accord-
ing to rights groups.

‘;l"lw government acknowledged that it
had suffered losses of its own, claiming,
that 16 soldiers were killed yesterday.

Observers say that, although the rebels
have been bolstered by army defections
and battlefield successes, lllt‘\ appear too
divided, poorly organised and weak to
hold territory when pro-regime forces
launch a counter-attack.

The opposition remains too weak to
topple the regime, which still largely
commands the loyalty of the military.
political and business establishments.
But Mr Assad also appears unable to end
mass protests, despite resorting to the
most brutal of tactics.
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80 morts dans les affrontements

DAMAS | (AFP) Des violences d’une intensité
sans précédent ont gagné plusieurs villes
proches de Damas hier, alors que la Ligue
arabe, dont la mission d’observation a été
suspendue en raison de I’escalade, appelle
IPONU a I’aide pour mettre fin a plus de

10 mois de répression sanglante.

Surle terrain, le bilan des violences a été particulie-
rement lourd hier avec 80 personnes tuées, dont la
moitié sont des civils, selon I'Observatoire syrien des
droits de 'Homme (OSDH), portant le nombre de tués
depuis vendredi a 175.

Les affrontements, particuliérement violents de-
puis mardi, ont poussé la Ligue arabe a suspendre sa-
medi sa mission d’observation entamée le 26 décem-
bre en accusant le régime du président Bachar al-As-
sad d’avoir « choisi I'escalade ».

Le secrétaire général de la Ligue arabe Nabil el-
Arabi et le chef du Conseil national syrien (CNS) Bu-
rhan Ghalioun, qui réunit la quasi-totalité des cou-
rants de l'opposition, devaient se rendre a New York,
espérant I'un et I'autre peser sur le Conseil de sécurité
en faveur d'une intervention de 'ONU en Syrie.

Des affrontements plus prés de Damas

Hier, des affrontements entre des déserteurs et I'ar-
meée réguliére ont eu lieu dans des villes proches de
Damas, a Ain Tarma, a environ 4 Km de la capitale, et
Kafar Batna, dans la méme zone, selon le chef de
I'OSDH, Rami Abdel Rahmane.

Il s’agit des combats « les plus violents et les plus
proches de Damas » depuis le début de la révolte a la
mi-mars, a-t-il souligné. Jusqu'’ici la capitale avait été
relativement épargnée par la révolte contre le réegime
du président Bachar al-Assad qui secoue le pays de-
puis le 15 mars et a fait plus de 5 400 morts, selon des
chiffres de 'ONU datant de début janvier.

Avant son départ pour 'ONU, M. el-Arabi, qui doit pré-

PHOTO REUTERS
M Des Syriens anti-Assad dénoncent la décision de la
Russie d’opposer son veto a toute décision du
Conseil de sécurité réclamant le départ d’Assad.

senter le plan arabe devant le Conseil de sécurité mardi,
a ditespérer « un changement de position » dela Chine et
de la Russie « a I'égard du projet de résolution du Conseil
de sécurité, qui devrait adopter le plan arabe ».

Les pays européens et arabes travaillent sur un texte
appelant a un soutien international au plan défendu par
la Ligue arabe, qui prévoit I'arret des violences et le
transfert des pouvoirs du président Assad a son vice-
président avant 'ouverture de négociations.

La Russie a condamné la suspension de la mission
des observateurs, fustigeant les déclarations « irres-
ponsables » des pays qui ont jugé les observateurs inu-
tiles et le dialogue avec M. Assad impossible.
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Antigovernment protesters carry coffins during a funeral for protesters killed in ea

S

SN

_ -
rlier clashes in Baba Amro, near Homs.

yria Moves to Defend
Damascus From Rebels

By Nour MALAS

Syria’s government moved to de-
fend the capital, the seat of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad’s power, as its
military fought rebel troops around
Damascus for a third day on Sunday
and activists reported significant
military deployment across the city.

Rounds of fighting rocked at
least four suburbs for most of the
day, residents and activists said. In
Douma, a suburb some 15 kilometers
away from Damascus, armed fight-
ers wrested control back from the
military, while government forces
broke a cease-fire they had agreed
to last week in Zabadani, the first
Damascus suburb to slip out of gov-
ernment control.

The sustained fighting appeared
to indicate the government strug-
gling to maintain control of some
areas in the belt around Syria’s larg-
est city, 11 months into a conflict in
which military and security forces
had repeatedly crushed protests—
and a gradually militarized opposi-
tion movement—in cities across the

PO

Free Syrian Army. These fighters
say they have obtained effective an-
titank missiles and are using guer-
rilla tactics to fight troops from
elite military divisions reserved to
defend the capital and president.
The intensified fighting has caused
dozens of deaths in the Damascus
suburbs in the past two days.

The Arab League on Saturday
suspended its monitoring mission in
Syria, citing a spike in violence that
hampered the missions’ work. One
activist group, the Syrian Revolution
Coordinators Union, on Sunday said
some 1,151 people have been killed
since the monitors were deployed in
the country in mid-December.

“We can finally say the military
balance is starting to shift in our fa-
vor,” a senior commander with the
dissident army, stationed near
Syria’s border with Lebanon, said.

In a show of force by the armed
opposition, dissident troops said
they were positioned in a suburb no
more than eight kilometers away
from the presidential palace in Da-
mascus. Their accounts cannot be

fudamanmdaneler sranifind Lk wuaai

opposition fighters continued to
fight the army into Sunday night.

While activists also reported
tanks guarding central squares
across Damascus and the sounds of
shooting and explosions near the city
center, residents in nearby parts of
the capital said the streets appeared
to be calm. “We are all on edge, and
that’s because we know the route the
government has decided to take and
now know that they’re going to be
facing tough resistance,” one resi-
dent said by telephone.

A diplomat in Damascus said
there was no fighting, or heightened
military or security deployment, in
the city’s center. “There’s certainly
a lot of anticipation of an intense
potential of military activity across
the city, but nothing has cut into the
center yet,” the diplomat said.

Syria’s government last week
said it wouldn’t give up a military
campaign it has said is rooting out
armed terrorists. Many activists in
Syria’s besieged cities of Homs,
Hama, and Deraa—early opposition
strongholds—said they feared they

Lad hanausn aidalinad iw viskhat ¢hace
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Syrian uprising
arrives al edge
of capital city

GUNFIRE, SHELLING AUDIBLE IN DAMASCUS

Battle for suburbs shakes faith in Assad regime

BY Liz SLY

DAMASCUS, SYRIA — The up-
heaval that has roiled much of
Syria for the past 10 months is
seeping its way into the heart of
the country’s capital, puncturing
the sense of invulnerability that
had until recently sustained con-
fidence in the government’s abili-
ty to survive the revolt.

On Sunday, security forces
launched a major assault to re-
claim suburbs just a short drive
from the city center that had
fallen under the sway of rebel
soldiers fighting under the ban-
ner of the Free Syrian Army.

The sound of gunfire and shell-
ing from a string of suburbs on
the eastern edge of the city could
clearly be heard in several central
neighborhoods, residents said,
bringing perilously close a con-
flict that had until recently been
dismissed as a mostly rural, pro-
vincial phenomenon from which
Damascus, President Bashar al-
Assad’s stronghold, would re-
main immune.

Activists said at least 10 people
died in the offensive, among 32
killed Sunday across Syria as the
government steps up its efforts to
crush what is now, unmistakably,
an armed revolt.

In oneindicator that those who
had once engaged in overwhelm-
ingly peaceful protests now are
fighting back, the official news
agency, SANA, reported the fu-
nerals Sunday of 23 soldiers and
police Killed in the violence, as
well as an attack on a bus in the
Damascus suburb of Sahnaya in
which six soldiers died.

Those deaths bring into the
hundreds the number who have
died in the past three days as the
Syrian revolt, which threatens to
become the bloodiest and most
profound of all those in the region
over the past year, appears to be
lurching into a new and more
dangerous phase.
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itude toward Moscow on Sunday in front of the Russian Embassy in
O".n' | veto to block ary resolution threatening Syria

SYRIA

Russia stands strong
with Assad as its last
friend in Arab world

BY ViADIMIR IsacHENKOV

MOSCOW | Russia’s defiance of inter-
national efforts to end Syrian President
Bashar Assad's crackdown on protests
is rooted in a calculation that it can keep
aMiddle East presence by propping up
its last remaining ally in the region —
and has nothing to lose if it fails

The Kremlin has put itself in conflict
with the West as it shields Mr. Assad’s
regime from UN. sanctions and contin-
ues to provide it with weapons even as
others impose arms xmb’lrgoc

g inn\lu\'cr U.
ile defense plans and other di
putes, and Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin seems cager to defy the US, as he
campaigns to reclaim the presidency in
March elections.

“It would make no sense for Russia
to drop its support for Assad,” said
Ruslan Pukhov, head of the mdqxnd
ent Center for A i
and Technologies. a's las
remaining 1II, in the \hddlc E.m al-
lowing it to preserve some influence in
the region.”

Moscow also may hope that Mr.
Assad can hang on to power with its
help and repay Moscow with more
weapons contracts and other lucrative
deals.

Observers note that even as it has
nothing to lose from backing Mr. Assad,
Moscow has nothing to gain from
switching course and supporting the
Oppos On.

“Russia has crossed the Rubicon,”
said Igor Korotchenko, head of the
Center for Analysis of Global Weapons
Trade.

Mr. Korotchenko said Russia always
will be marked as the patron of the
Assad regime regardless of the con-
flict’s outcome, so there is little incen-
tive to build bridges with the protest-
ers.

The United Nations estimates that
more than 5400 people have been
killed since the uprising began in

“If Assad's regime
is driven from power,
it will mean an end
to Russia’s presence.”

— Fyodor Lukyanov, magazine editor

March.

“Russia will be seen as the dictator’s
ally. If Assad’s regime is driven from
power, it will mean an end to Russia's
presenc id Fyodor Lukyanov, edi-
tor of the magazine Russia in Global Af-

a has been Moscow’s top ally in
tlu Middle East since Soviet times,
when it was led by the incumbent’s fa-
ther, Hafez Assad. The Kremlin saw it
as a bulwark lbrwunlu'ing US. influ-
ence in the region and heavily armed
Syria against Isracl.

Although Russia's relations with Is-
rael have improved greatly since the So-
viet collapse, ties with Damascus
helped Russia ret clout as amem-
ber of the Quartet of international me-
diators trying to negotiate peace be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians.

After Bashar Assad succeeded his
father in 2000, Russia sought to boost
ties by agreeing to annul 73 percent of
Syria’s Soviet-era debt. In the mid-
2000s, Mr. Putin said Russia would re-
establishits pl e in the Middle

port of Tartus is now the
aval base Russia has outside the
former Soviet Union. A Russian navy
squadron made a call there this month
inwhat was s v many as a show of
support for Mr. Ass

For decades, Syria has been amajor
customer for the Russian arms indus-
tries, buying billions of dollars worth of
combat jets, missiles, tanks and other
heavy weapons.

Unlike some other nations, such as
Venezuela, which obtained Russian
weapons on Kremlin loans, Mr. Assad's
regime paid cash.

d.

M111tary launches offensive on outskirts of Damascus, killing 12

Defectors battle
with Assad troops

By Zea Karam

ASSOCATED PRESS

BEIRUT | The Syrian military
launched an offensive to regain con-
trol of suburbs on the eastern edge of
Damascus on Sunday, storming neigh-
borhoods and clashing with groups of
army defectors in fierce fighting that
sent residents flecing and killed at

least 12 people,

Violence elsewhere in the country
killed at least 17 more people, includ-
ing Idiers in a roadside bombing
south of the cap

But the heaviest fighting was fo-
cused in a belt of suburbs and villages
on the eastern outskirts of Damascus,
where government troops reinforced
by dozens of tanks and armored vehi-
cles battled with armed defectors who
have grown increasingly bold, staking
out positions and setting up check-
points in recent days.

Some of the fighting on Sunday

sonly two miles from Damascus, in
Ein Tarma, making it the closest vet to
the capital President Bashar Assad's
regime pushes to uproot protesters
and dissident soldiers who have
joined the opposition.

“There are heavy clashes going on
in all of the Damascus suburbs,” said
Rami Abdul-Rahman, director of the
sh-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, who relies on a net-
work of activists on the ground.
“Troops were able to enter some areas
but are still facing stiff resistance in
others.”

The 10-month uprising against Mr.
ssad, which began with largely
peaceful demonstrations, has grown
i singly militarized recently as
more frustrated protesters and army
defectors have taken up arms against
the regime.

ult on the suburbs seemed
to be a sign of the growing presence
ent soldiers closer to Damas-
cus, and the regime’s rising concern
about the situation.

Although the tightly controlled
capital has been relatively quiet since
the uprising began, its outskirts have

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

sed intense anti-regime
protests and army defectors have be-
come more visible and active in the
past few months.

The military has responded witha
withering assault on a string of Dam-
ascus suburbs in a bid to stamp out the
resistance.

That has led to a spike in violence
that has killed nearly 100 people since
Thursday.

The rising bloodshed has added ur-
gency to new attempts by Arab and
Western countries to find a resolution
to the 10 months of violence.
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Arab League suspends its mission in

RANKOUS, SYRIA
Situation too dangerous,
bloc says, accusing state
of escalating bloodshed

BY KAREEM FAHIM
AND NADA BAKRI

The Arab League has suspended its
monitoring mission in Syria, saying that
a harsh new government crackdown
made it too dangerous to proceed and
was resulting in the deaths of innocents
across the country

The head of the Arab League
Araby, said in a statement Satur
after discussions with foreign m
the 22-member body had come to i
cision because of ““a severe deterioration
of the situation and the continued use of
violence,” He blamed the Syrian govern-
ment for the bloodshed, saying it had de-
cided “'to escalate the military option.

A final decision about the mission is
due in the coming days.

The suspension came after ds
bloody civil conflict in cities across Syria,
leading to criticism of the observers’ ef-
fectiveness, as they traveled to the edge
of neighborhoods racked by violence in
recent days, only to be turned back.

Their hesitation outside Rankous on
Saturday, atown emptied of people after
five days of clashes and government
shelling, seemed to encapsulate the
shortcomings of a mission accused by
government opponents of providing
cover to President Bashar al-Assad’s
crackdown

Warned by army officers that insur-
gents could use explosives 3 nst
them, a driver working with the observ-
ers refused to drive their heavily ar-
mored Mercedes into town.

Opposition activists in Rankous said

they would have welcomed the visit. De-
spite the criticisms, the observ
offices in several cities, were often the
only outside witnesses to fighting that
the United Nations said has killed more
than 5,400.
Jaafar Kibeida, one of the Arab
League observe said he feared any
restraint the government had shown in
their presence would now vanish

“1 guess they will take a firm hand
now," he said. “There will be a heavy
crackdown.”

The opposition Local Coordination
Committees said at least 78 people were
killed across the country on Saturday,
including more than 20 people in the on-
going bloodshed in the central Syrian
city of Homs. The group, whose esti-
mates could not be confirmed, said that
the security forces opened fire on a
demonstration in Aleppo, ma:
second day of violence in a
been relatively calm,

Arab League observers and Syrian of-
ficials said at least 26 soldiers had been

Nabil al-
that

Abu Khaled, center, defected from the Syrian Army to be part of the opposition Free Syrian Army. “If all the civ

killed on Friday and Saturday, including
many fighting in the Damascus suburbs
The Syrian military began an offen-
sive Sunday to regain control of suburbs
on the eastern edge of the capital, fight-
ing battles with army defectors that
sent residents fleeing and killed at least
three civilians, The Associated Press re-
ported from Beirut, citing the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.
Violence elsewhere in the country Sun-
day killed at least 17 more people, includ-
ing six soldiers in a roadside bombing
south of the capital, The A P. reported
The beginnings of the Arab League
monitoring mission, more than a month
ago, emboldened protesters but ulti-
mately did little to stanch the violence.
On Saturday morning, on what may
have been one of their final forays in
Syria, Arab League observers traveled
to the edge of Rankous, a defiant ¢
near the Lebanese border that has with-
stood repeated incursions by the army,
according to residents.
On the approach to the city, after the

observers had gone, four families were
seen driving out of town on Saturday, in
minivans packed with belongings and
children. They said it was a ghost town,
ere all but about 60 families out of
,000 residents had fled.
Men in a town square pointed to the
distance, where three tanks were mov-
ing in avalley below, They said the army,
which surrounded the town, had been
shelling for days and all of Friday night.

Some who stayed behind said they did
not have the money to move,

Now, the local bakery was open once a
. Cooking gas was smuggled in
by towns. Vegetables had dis-
peared from the stores. The
e empty except for a small group of
army defectors, led by a soft-spoken 33-
¥ old man who said they had come to
defend the protesters and residents.

Heused anom de gue Abu Khaled,
and said he was a forme: my lieuten-
ant. His previous posts had included a
stint guarding a checkpoint outside the
Baba Amer neighborhood in Homs, a fo-

wee

stre

re

“I guess they will take a firm
hand now. There will be a
heavy crackdown.”

cal point of resistance to the govern-
ment.

There, he said, he saw soldiers level
anti-aircraft guns at houses and heard
accounts of atrocities, including the
killing of a woman and a child by an of-
ficer, ““to teach the neighborhood a les-
son,” he said.

He and his men defected together, in
December, taking their weapons to
Rankous, Abu Khaled’s hometown.
They said they were there as part of the
Free Syrian Army, the loosely organized
confederation of militias that is oppos-
ing Mr. Assad’s forces.

“If all the civilians leave, we will
Abu Khaled said. **We will go to
places where people are vulner-

About an hour after reporters arrived,
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ians leave, we will leave,”” he said in his hometow

n, Rankous.

shelling and heavy machine gun fire
could be heard. The defectors said tanks
were ringing the town, and snipers were
posted on surrounding hills.

Bullets whistled by a house where
had taken up positions. The
got closer. One defector

was

At a kpoint outside R:
army soldiers talked about their
als, saying they had been on duty, with-

their colleagues had been killed by the

defectors, they said.

“We're facing disobedience,” Lt. Raed
Ammar said. ““We can’t stay silent.”

By nightfall, at a spot on the edge of
the town where observers had visited in
the morning and seen little, several
tanks had moved onto a hill, tightening a
cordon around Rankous.

Nada Bakrireported from Beirut
Huwaida Saad contributed reporting
from Rankous and an employee of The
New York Times from Beirut.
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19 killed in Syria as violence
reaches Damascus suburbs

Bloodshed also reaches major city of Aleppo
e Hamas denies it is leaving Damascus HQ), but
reports say it dispersed anti-Assad rally in Gaza

* By OREN KESSLER

Syrian soldiers killed 19
people in fighting to retake
Damascus  suburbs from
rebels on Sunday, activists
said.

A day earlier, the Arab
League suspended its moni-
toring mission because of
mounting violence.

Late Saturday night, Hamas
denied reports it would be
abandoning its headquarters
in Damascus, after news
emerged on Friday that the
Islamist group had squashed
protests in Gaza against Syri-
an President Bashar Assad.

Around 2,000 Syrian sol-
diers in buses and armored
personnel carriers, along with
at least 50 tanks and armored
vehicles, moved at dawn into
the Ghouta area on the east-
ern edge of Damascus to rein-
force an offensive in the sub-
urbs of Saqba, Hammouriva
and Kfar Batna, activists said
Sunday.

The army pushed into the
heart of Kfar Batna and four
tanks were in its central
square, they said, in a move
to flush out rebels who had
taken over districts just a few
kilometers from Assad’s cen-
ter of power.

“It's urban war. There are
bodies in the street,” said one
activist, speaking from Kfar
Batna. Activists said 14 civil-
ians and five insurgents from
the rebel Free Syrian Army
were Killed there and in other
suburbs.

The Arab League suspended
the work of its monitors on
Saturday after calling on

SMOKE RISES from Erbeen near Damascus yesterday after Syrian troops launched an assault to
recaplure it from rebels. (Reuters)

Assad to step down and make
way for a government of
national unity. It said Arab
foreign ministers would dis-
cuss the Syrian crisis on Feb-
ruary S.

Arab League chief Nabil
Elaraby left for New York on
Sunday, where he will brief
representatives of the UN
Security Council on Tuesday
to scek support for an Arab
peace plan that calls on Assad
to step aside after 10 months
of protests. He will be joined
by Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim al
Thani, whose country heads

the league’s committee
charged  with  overseeing
Syria.

Speaking shortly before he

left Cairo for New York, Elara-
by said he hoped to over-
come resistance from China
and Russia over endorsing
the Arab proposals.

“There are contacts with
China and Russia on this
issue,” he said.

Syria’s insurgency has been
gradually approaching the
capital, whose suburbs - a
series of mainly conservative
Sunni towns bordering old
gardens and farmland - are
home to the bulk of Damas-
cus'’s population.

The  Damascus  suburbs
have seen large demonstra-
tions demanding the removal
of Assad, a member of the
minority Alawite sect that
has dominated the mostly

Sunni country for the last
five decades. On  Friday,
activists said 10 people had
also  been  Killed  while
demonstrating in  Aleppo,
Syria’s second-largest city,
which has remained largely
quiet until now.

In Rankous, 30 km. north
of Damascus by the Lebanese
border, Assad’s forces have
killed at least 33 pcople in
recent days in an attack to
dislodge army defectors and
insurgents, activists and resi-
dents said Sunday.

Rankous, a mountain town
of 25,000 people, has been
under tank fire since Wednes-
day, when several thousand

See SYRIA, Page 10
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troops laid siege to it, they said.

France, which has been leading calls for
stronger international action on Syria,
said the Arab League decision highlighted
the need to act.

“France vigorously condemns the dra-
matic escalation of violence in Syria,
which has led the Arab League to suspend
its observers’ mission in Syria,” the For-
eign Ministry said. “Dozens of Syrian
civilians have been killed in the past days
by the savage repression taken by the Syr-
ian regime... Those responsible for these
barbarous acts must answer to their
crimes.”

The Arab League mission was sent in at
the end of last year to observe Syria’s
implementation of a peace plan, which
failed to end the fighting. Gulf states
withdrew monitors last week, saying the
team could not stop the violence.

The United Nations said in December
more than 5,000 people had been Killed
in the protests and crackdown.

On Friday, the UN Security Council dis-
cussed a European-Arab draft resolution
aimed at halting the bloodshed. Britain
and France said they hoped to put it to a
vote next week.

Russia joined China in vetoing a previ-
ous Western draft resolution in October,
and has said it wants a Syrian-led political
process, not “an Arab League-imposed
outcome” or Libyan-style “regime
change.”

On Saturday a spokesman for Hamas
denied the Islamist group would be
leaving Damascus due to the unrest
there.

“Hamas has not taken any decision to
leave Syria, and we are still there,” Fawzi
Barhoum told AFP, adding that the visible
movement of Hamas officials out of Syria
is related to inter-Palestinian political rec-
onciliation.

A Palestinian official in Gaza City told
AFP that Hamas was not going to close its
Damascus bureau, but said “for reasons of
security some leaders may feel obliged at
times to leave the country.”

Back-and-forth reports have circulated
for months whether or not Hamas has
decided to close the bureau in Damascus,
which was established after Jordan
banned the group and exiled its leaders in
1999. Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal visit-

ed Amman on Sunday for a meeting with
Jordan’s King Abdullah that has been
described as an attempt at reconciliation
between the Islamist group and the
Hashemite Kingdom.

On Friday, diplomatic and intelligence
sources said Mashaal has effectively aban-
doned his headquarters in the Syrian cap-
ital.

“Mashaal is not staying in Syria as he
used to do. He is almost out all the time,”
said a diplomat in the region who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

A regional intelligence source, who
also did not wish to be identified, said:
“He’s not going back to Syria. That’s the
decision he’s made. There's still a
Hamas presence there, but it’s insignifi-
cant.”

Analysts say Mashaal was embarrassed
by Assad’s violent crackdown, with
more than 5,000 people reported killed.
Many victims of the security forces have
been Sunni and allied to the Muslim
Brotherhood, whose support Mashaal
relies on.

The sources said Mashaal would not
publicly shut down the political head-
quarters of Hamas in Syria, where it has
long been hosted by Assad and by his
father before him.

“In the past month he may have only
stayed five days in Syria and the rest he
spent in Qatar, Turkey and Egypt,” said
the diplomat. “But he did not close the
headquarters in Syria in full and there
are some Hamas officials still there. Our
belief is that Hamas will not announce a
departure from Syria even if it hap-
pened,” the diplomat added.

Arabic media reported Saturday that
the Hamas rulers of Gaza had broken up
an anti-Assad rally in the Strip this
weekend.

The London-based daily Asharg
Alawsat reported Hamas security forces
“forcefully” dispersed a pro-Syrian
opposition protest in Gaza City just
days before Hamas Prime Minister
Ismail Haniyeh is expected to head to
Syria’s ally Iran.

Haniyeh is scheduled to visit Tehran
this week. Hamas is backed by the Islam-
ic Republic — which also backs Syria and
Hezbollah as part of a regional alliance —
and Hamas does not want to be seen as
putting the so-called “resistance” alliance
in jeopardy.

Jerusalem Post staff and Reuters contributed
to this report. o
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Anti-government Syrian protesters holding an independence flag during a demonstration in the
town of Yabrud. — AFP

vrian opposition
calls for UN action

Russia surprised at decision to withdraw Arab monitors

DAMASCUS — Syrian President
Bashar Al Assad’s opponents
sought on Sunday to up pressure
on the international community for
UN action after the Arab League
suspended its observer mission to
the violence-swept country.

Moscow expressed surprise at
the decision to withdraw the Arab
monitors, as the bloodshed in the
regime’s crackdown on dissent
spiked and the death toll in four
days topped 210.

“We would like to know why they
are treating such a useful instru-
ment in this way,” Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said of the moni-
toring mission while on a visit to
Brunei, cited by the Russian ITAR-
TASS news agency.

“T would support an increased
number of observers,” he said.

“We are surprised that after a
decision was taken on prolonging
the observers’ mission for another
month, some countries, particular-
ly Persian Gulf countries, recalled
their observers from the mission.”

Arab League chief Nabil Al Arabi
said on Saturday the decision to
suspend the mission was taken af-
ter “consultations with Arab foreign
ministers because of the upsurge of
violence whose victims are inno-
cent civilians.”

He said it also came “after the
Syrian government chose the op-
tion of escalation, which increased
the number of victims.”

Syria also said it was “surprised
and regrets the decision taken
by Arabi to suspend the observer
mission after having decided (last
week) to extend it for a month,”

official news agency SANA re-
ported.

The 165 League observers were
deployed amonth ago after Damas-
cus agreed to a League plan fore-
seeing a halt to the violence, pris-
oners freed, tanks withdrawn from
built-up areas and free movement
of observers and foreign media.

The opposition Syrian National
Council has called for protests out-
side Russian diplomatic missions
against Moscow opposing a draft
European-Arab UN resolution on
the crisis that backs a League plan
calling on Assad to quit. SNC chief
Burhan Ghaliun is to travel to New
York on Sunday “to present the Syr-
ian case... and demand protection,”
executive committee member
Samir Neshar told an Istanbul news
conference. —AFP
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REUTERS

People stepping on Prime Minister Vladimir Putin’s poster during a protest against Syrian President Bashar Assad after Friday prayers in Homs, Syria.

Russia Backs Syria, Last Friend in Arab World

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russia’s defiance of international
efforts to end Syrian President Bashar
Assad’s crackdown on protests is rooted
in a calculation that it can keep a Mid-
east presence by propping up its last re-
maining ally in the region — and has
nothing to lose if it fails.

The Kremlin has put itself in con-
flict with the West as it shields Assad’s
regime from United Nations sanctions
and continues to provide it with weap-
ons.

But Moscow’s relations with Wash-
ington are already strained. And Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin seems eager to
defy the United States as he campaigns
to reclaim the presidency.

“It would make no sense for Rus-
sia to drop its support for Assad,” said
Ruslan Pukhov, head of the Center for
Analysis of Strategies and Technolo-
gies. “He is Russia’s last remaining ally
in the Middle East. allowing it to pre-
serve some influence in the region.”

And observers note that even as it
has nothing to lose from backing Assad.
it has nothing to gain from switching
course and supporting the opposition.

“Russia has crossed the Rubicon,”
said Igor Korotchenko, head of the
Center for Analysis of Global Weapons
Trade.

The UN estimates that more than

5.400 people have been killed since the
uprising began in March.

“Russia will be seen as the dictator’s
ally. If Assad’s regime is driven from
power, it will mean an end to Russia’s
presence,” said Fyodor Lukyanov, edi-
tor of Russia in Global Affairs.

Syria has been Moscow’s top ally
in the Middle East since Soviet times,
when it was led by the incumbent’s fa-
ther, Hafez Assad.

Ties with Damascus helped Rus-
sia retain its clout as a member of the
Quartet of international mediators try-
ing to negotiate peace between Israel
and the Palestinians.

After Bashar Assad succeeded his fa-
ther in 2000, Russia sought to boost ties
by agreeing to annul 73 percent of Syr-
ia’s Soviet-era debt.

Syria’s port of Tartus is now the
only naval base Russia has outside the
former Soviet Union. A Russian Navy
squadron made a call there this month
in what was seen by many as a show of
support for Assad.

For decades, Syria has been a major
customer for the Russian arms indus-
tries, buying billions of dollars™ worth
of combat jets, missiles, tanks and other
heavy weapons. And Assad’s regime
paid cash,

Kommersant reported this week that
Svria has ordered 36 Yak- 130 combat
jets worth $550 million. Korotchenko

said Syria needs the jets to train its pilots
to fly the advanced MiG-29M or MiG-
35 fighter jets it wants to purchase.

He said Syria’s importance as a lead-
ing importer of Russian weapons in the
region grew after the loss of the lucra-
tive Iraqi and Libyan markets.

Russia, whose abstention in a UN
vote cleared the way for military inter-
vention in Libya, later voiced frustra-
tion with what it described as a dispro-
portionate use of force by NATO.

The Kremlin has vowed not to allow
a replay in Syria, warning that it would
block any UN resolution on Syria lack-
ing a clear ban on any foreign military
interference.

Moscow accuses the West of turning
a blind eye to shipments of weapons to
the Syrian opposition and says it won’t
be bound by Western sanctions.

Earlier this month, a Syria-bound
Russian ship allegedly carrying tons of
munitions was stopped by officials in
Cyprus. an EU member, who said it was
violating an EU arms embargo.

The ship’s captain promised to head
to Turkey but then dashed to Syria.
Asked about the ship. Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov responded that Mos-
cow owes neither an explanation nor an
apology because it has broken no inter-
national rules.

Nonetheless. Moscow has shown re-
straint in its arms trade with Damascus,

avoiding the sales of weapons that could
significantly tilt the military balance in
the region.

“Russia has taken a very careful
and cautious stance on contracts with
Svria,” Korotchenko said.

The most powerful Russian weapon
reportedly delivered to Syria is the Bas-
tion anti-ship missile complex intended
10 protect its coast.

Observers in Moscow said Rus-
sia can do little else to help Assad. The
chief of the Federation Council’s Inter-
national Affairs Committee, Mikhail
Margelov, openly acknowledged that
last week. saying Russia has “exhausted
its arsenal™ of means to support Syria
by protecting it from the UN sanctions.
Lukyanov said Russia would block any
attempts to give UN cover to any for-
eign military intervention in Syria but
couldn’t prevent Syria’s neighbors from
mounting such action.

Pukhov also predicted that Russia
wouldn’t take any stronger moves in
support of Damascus.

*Going further would mean an open
confrontation with the West, and Rus-
sia doesn’t need that.” he said.

B Russia’s UN ambassador, Vitaly
Churkin, said a European-Arab draft
resolution on Syria circulated to the UN
Security Council on Friday was unac-
ceptable in parts, but Russia was ready
to “engage” on it, Reuters reported.
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