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La prensa occidental y la de los paises del Golfo siguen aplicando el guion
determinado por la Casa Blanca a raiz del enfrentamiento entre, de un lado, los
miembros de la OTAN, y del otro, China y Rusia en el Consejo de Seguridad de la
ONU. Todos esperan la proxima reunion de ese organo mientras van preparando una
puerta de escape. Contrariamente a lo acostumbrado, cuando la oficina de
propaganda global trata de crear un consenso alrededor una argumentacion, los
editorialistas tienen que arregldrselas por si solos para llegar a una conclusion
preconcebida.

El conservador Charles Krauthammer, del Washington Post, nos proporciona un
claro ejemplo de ello en un editorial ampliamente divulgado, tanto por la prensa
estadounidense como por los diarios europeos y los de los paises del Golfo. Después
de haber comparado la importancia del posible derrocamiento del presidente Bachar
al-Assad con la caida del muro de Berlin —si esta ultima sello el destino de la URSS,
la de al-Assad abriria por fin el camino hacia Iran— y de haber mantenido por meses
un discurso marcial, el autor aconseja ahora... reforzar las sanciones. Las grandes
victorias vienen por si solas cuando se tiene paciencia.

* En el diario francés Le Figaro, Georges Malbrunot describe en elogiosos términos al
presidente del Consejo Nacional Sirio Burhan Ghalioun y al presidente del Comité
Nacional de Coordinacion Haytham Manna, resaltando asi los desacuerdos entre
ambos dirigentes de la oposicion siria y su falta de representatividad popular.

* Numerosos diarios reproducen un despacho de la AFP redactado en ocasion del 30°
aniversario de la masacre de Hama. Ese texto se caracteriza por su silencio sobre las
circunstancias que rodearon los hechos —no se trato de la represion desatada contra un
partido politico sino del restablecimiento del orden durante un intento de golpe de
Estado de la Hermandad Musulmana, que fue quien provoco la violencia— y por su
injustificada comparaciéon con la actual situacion —hoy en dia, las monarquias
absolutistas del Golfo apoyan financiera y militarmente a los golpistas.

* La Tribune de Geneve se hace eco de los comentarios de Foreign Policy sobre el
informe de los observadores de la Liga Arabe. Sin mencionar el contenido del
informe, dichos comentarios se concentran en sefialamientos sobre los observadores
que dimitieron y los extienden injustamente a todos los miembros de la mision. El
objetivo es dar a entender que todos los miembros de la mision de observadores eran
incompetentes y que, por consiguiente, el contenido del informe no merece la menor
atencion.
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* El Diario de Noticias compara a Asma al-Assad con Lady Macbeth. Al igual que ese
personaje de Shakespeare, que paga con la locura el crimen cometido junto a su
esposo, la esposa del presidente al-Assad estaria viéndose arrastrada por la ola de
crimenes imputados a su marido.

* Varios diarios denuncian las ventas de armas rusas a Siria. Defence Technology
International indica que Moscu entregd a Damasco 2 baterias de misiles cruceros
Yakhont de 18 camiones lanzadores, equipados cada uno con 2 misiles supersénicos
capaces de hundir navios en el puerto de Haifa.

* El director adjunto de las paginas editoriales del Washington Post, el belicista
Jackson Diehl, lanza una advertencia sobre el farol de la sefiora Clinton. Las
declaraciones sobre una caida inminente del régimen sirio no convencen a los rusos y,
por el contrario, confirman el andlisis de Moscu que ha llegado a la conclusion de que
los occidentales carecen de estrategia.

* El Jerusalem Post y otros diarios se dan animos anunciando que el Ejército Libre
Sirio se fortalece en numero y armamento. El hecho es que estos articulos so6lo
publican algunas fotos que muestran un numero reducido de combatientes.

* El académico sirio Marwan Kabalan llama la atencion de los lectores del Gulf News
sobre la inquietud rusa ante el papel que Estados Unidos estd haciendo desempenar a
Turquia. Moscu no quiere que Ankara se convierta en el gendarme del Medio Oriente,
lo cual reavivaria las ambiciones de Turquia en la region del Caucaso y en Asia
central.

» The Saudi Gazette reproduce la transcripcion de la entrevista que el secretario
general de la Liga Arabe, Nabil Al-Arabi, concedié a CNN. Al-Arabi no cree en una
intervencion militar internacional porque Siria dispone de un fuerte ejército y su
territorio no tiene yacimientos de hidrocarburos. Nadie querré arriesgarse a desatar un
costoso conflicto sin perspectivas de sacar algin tipo de beneficio.
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Dans les coulisses
de I'opposition syrienne en exil

GEORGES MALBRUNOT
gmalbrunot@lefigara.fr

ous les deux habitent la banlieue sud
de Paris. Burhan Ghalioun, un pavillon
joliment décoré a lorientale au
Kremlin-Bicétre. Haytham Manna, un
deux-pieees spartiate encombré de li-
vres a Malakoff. Depuis trente ans
qu'ils sont exilés en France, ni I'un ni
I'autre n’ont coupé les ponts avec leur pays et leur
ville d'origine : Homs, I'épicentre de la révolte
contre le régime de Bachar el-As i
Deraa, le bereeau de cette révolution, pour Manna.
Mais depuis un an, Ghalioun, 66 ans, n'enseigne plus
la sociologie politique a la Sorbonne, et Manna,
60ans, a définitivement arrété son activité de méde-
cin psychothérapeute, pour se consacrer, lui aus
un seul et méme combat : renverser une dictature,
qui réprime dans le sang ses opposants (6 000 morts
selon Alain Juppé al'ONU).

Jonglant entre les plateaux de télévision et les
voyages au Caire, Doha ou Istanbul, le duo anime les
principaux courants de cette opposition en exil. Gha-
lioun préside le plus large d'entre eux, le Conseil na
tional syrien (CNS), parti fourre-tout réunissant des
islamistes modérés proches des Etats-Unis, des Fre-
res musulmans interdits de séjour en Syrie, mais aussi
des libéraux et des personnalités indépendantes.
L’homme est apprécié pour son intégrité. Manna, lui
est le représentant hors de la Syrie du Comité national
de cc ination pour le ch proche des n:
tionalistes arabes. Volontiers provocateur, Iancien
médecin est hyperréaliste. Mais, au-dela des diffé-
rences de style, de vraies divergences idéologiques
opposent ces deux voisins, qui ne se parlent plus,

Mauvaises langues et persifleurs

Ghalioun, le laic, a consenti a s’allier avec les isla-
mistes. Le CNS milite pour une internationalisation
du conflit et refuse toute négociation avec el- Assad.
Manna, I'ancien révolutionnaire, est, lui, farouche-
ment anti-islamiste. La Coordination rejette la mi-
litarisation de la révolte et pense que fa clé du
conflit est & Moscou, I'alli¢ de Damas, seul acteur a
pouvoir convaincre le clan el-Assad de quitter le
pouvoir pour éviter la guerre civile, Les mauvaises
langues disent que Manna est lié au régime, qui a
pourtant tue son frére I'an dernier a Deraa. Les per-
sifleurs de I'autre camp racontent que Ghalioun a
recu pour le CNS 22 millions de dollars du Qatar,
Mais au-dela des rumeurs, leurs divisions illustrent

«la ion » d'une opposition, que vient de
dépl le patron du i américain, Ja-
mes Clapper.

Pourtant le 30 décembre dernier, apres des mois
d’ostracisme a I'encontre de la Coordination, Gha
lioun, au nom du CNS, signait avec Manna une
feuille de route. organisant la transition démocrati-

janvier, un congrés général devait rassembler tou-
tes les factions de I'opposition. En cette veille di
veillon, dans sa villa de la banlicue du Caire
al-Arabi, le secrétaire général de la Ligue arabe,
s'apprétait a recevoir les deux dirigeants pour les
féliciter de cette avancée.

Las ! Quelques heures aprés la signature, sous la
pression de ses alliés islamistes et de leurs sponsors
qatariens, des membres du CNS contraignent Gha-
lioun & se rétracter. Al-Arabi est furieux. « Pour
qui me pnmwnl ils ? », fulmine le patron de la Li-
gue, apreés s'¢étre beaucoup investi pour que les
brebis égarées se rassemblent enfin lors de ce
congres général.

« Conservez les preuves

de tous les crimes commis »

Officiellement, les détracteurs de Ghalioun au sein
du CNS ne veulent pas exclure une intervention mi
litaire extérieure, et ils refusent que 'accord entéri-
ne la suprématie du pouvoir civil sur le religicux. lis
ont en fait d’autres arriere- pensées, « Les islamistes
ont réalis¢ qu'ils n'obtiendraient jamais autant de
postes lors d'un congrés général », analyse a poste-
riori Haytham Manna. Ils n’ont donc aucun inté:
saborder le CNS, qu'ils controlent ¢n sous-main,
aprés V'avoir eréé au début de I'été dernier grace a
I"action opiniatre de trois poissons pilotes : Ahmed
Ramadan, un ancien membre des Fréres musul-
mans, Imad Eddine Rachid et Obeida al-Nahhas,
deux islamistes modérés ayant l'oreille du départe
ment d’Etat américain. Trois hommes et une fem-
me, Bassma Kodmani, chercheuse a Paris et ancien-
ne directrice de la Fondation américaine Ford pour
le Moven-Orient, qui vont nommer Ghalioun prési
dent du CNS a son insu, finaout...

Trois semaines avant le fiasco du Caire, Ghalioun
avait pourtant promis d'ceuvrer a I'unité des oppo-
sants syriens lors de la premicre rencontre a Geneve
entre une délégation du CNS et Hillary Clinton, la
secrétaire d’Etat américaine. « Nous souhaitons que
fez le Conseil national comme le repré
ime du peuple syrien », lui demande
d’emblée Ghalioun. L'entretien ne doit durer que
16minutes, « Le travail que vous avez accompli est
trés important, lui répond Mme Clinton, mais il reste
encore d'autres étapes qui vous attendent pour obtenir
la légitimité requise », poursuit la secrétaire d'Etat,
selon le proces-verbal de la rencontre que nous
avons consulté. Hillary Clinton pointe ensuite deux
défaillances du CNS : « Je vous rappelle I'importance
et la nécessité d'un dialogue et d'une ouverture envers
toutes les entités composant Uopposition afin de les
unir, et Uexigence de ne pas oublier les minorités en
Svrie, car il n'y aura pas d ‘avenir pour la majorité sion
n'accorde pas aix minorités tous leurs droits. »

Ghalioun opine du chef avant d’en venir a sa se-
conde requéte : « Le régime doit voir et entendre que
s options sont ouvertes. » En clair, comme
face a I'ennemi iranien, Washington ne doit pas
écarter I'option de frappes militaires contre Damas.
Mme Clinton se garde bien de répondre, puis de-
mande a ses interlocuteurs de « conserver les preu
ves de tous les crimes commis pour qu'aucun criminel
n'échappe a la justice ». Avant d'ajouter que. méme

Divisés entre plusieurs
factions, les adversaires
de Bachar el-Assad
ne parviennent pas
arédiger un programme
commun de transition.
Sous la pression
des islamistes, les uns
ne veulent pas exclure
une intervention militaire
extérieure, alors que
d'autres dénoncent
la militarisation du conflit.

AFP

S LOER

Il n'y aura pas
d'avenir pour
la majorité
si on n'accorde
pas aux
minorités
tous leurs

droits

LARY CLINTON
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l‘nw a des militants sous la mitraille, toutes ces
ont fini par d ttiser les ténors de
I'opposition en Si MM. Manna et Ghalioun ont
¢pousé la premiere phase pacifiste de la révolte, ces
figures honorables paraissent aujourd’hui dépassées
par sa militarisation. « Les apposants en exil ont per
du de leur representativité aupreés de la base, assure
un diplomate a Damas. [ls lewr ont servi & un moment
domné de porte-parole, mais maintenant, les jeunes
manifestants sont dégus. De toute fagon, une partie de
la rue suit désormais les groupes armés qui défient le
pouvoir. » Signe d'une désaffection : des représen
tants Kurdes se sont retirés récemment duCNSet 14
dhé ont quitté la G i

« Une redistribution des cartes s’opére actuelle-
ment », reconnait Manna, Avec la guerre civile qui
se profile a 'horizon, le clivage parmi la population
passerait désormais entre pro et anti militarisation
du soulévement. Les minorités se rapprocheraient
de la Coordination, qui v est hostile, tandis que ke
NS, apres s'étre opposé aux attaques de I'Armée
syrienne libre, n"aurait guére dautres choix que de
se rallier a la force afin de contrer la « machine de
guerre » du régime.

Ces gens-lareprésentent I'étranger

Dans un entreticn récent i Libération, George Sabra
- un opposant sorti de Syrie par le CNS et possible
suceesseur de Ghalioun - dre un réquisitoire en
creux de I'action de ses amis en exil. « Nous devons
renouveler la fagon dont nous prenons nos décisions,
et régler les problémes. Par exemple : I'aide aux op-
posants de 'intérieur. Le CNS n'a pas fait assez. Iis
ont besoin de nmllunnmh de vétements, de nourri-
ture. » Méme I'act de 'aide I i
re n'échappe pas aux divisions de 'opposition. Le
CNSa son propre canal. La Coordination aussi. « J'ai
réussi a envover pour 6 200 euros de matériel médical
@ Homs, raconte Manna, mais seul un des trois grou-
pes armés qui combattent le régime en a profite. »

Sous l'influence des islamistes, et bien loin des re
commandations de Mme Clinton, le discours anti
alaouite (la minorité qui soutient les el- Assad) a pris
le dessus chez nombre d'opposants. Nibras al- Fadel
a clairement ¢té écarté du burean politique du CNS
parce qu'il était alaouite. Ancien énarque et cama
rade de classe de Bachar el- Assad, al-Fadel connait
pourtant de I'intérieur le systéme syrien, pour avoir
€té envoyé par le président Jacques Chirac aider ala
restri ion de 1" ini ion baasiste en
2002-2003, au plus fort de la lune de miel franco-
syrienne. Mais la toute-puissante police secréte ne
Iui donna que 24 heures pour quitter le pays... Une
fois son rapport remis, qui appelait a leur strict en
cadrement.

Présenté comme 'éminence grise de Burhan
Ghalioun, al-Fadel a gardé ses entrées au Quai
d'Orsay et al'Elysée. Mais « & Damas, des opposants
ne sont pas loin de penser, comme le régime, que ces
gens-la représentent 1'étranger », releve le diplo-
mate. Les diff¢ groupes de I en exil
ont bien du mal & échapper 2 une instrumentalisa-
tion par leurs hotes turcs, frangais ou qatariens.,
« Tant que nous n"aurons pas un projet d’opposition
crédible. beaucoup de Syriens penseront aue ce serale
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Le Figaro (France) [Le texte original anglais de cette tribune a été publié par The Australian]
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Die Tagesspiegel (Allemagne / Germany)
Turkei will
Assads Familie
Asyl bieten

IstanBuL - Der tiirkische Staatsprasident
Abdullah Giil hat der Familie des syri-
schen Staatschefs Baschar al Assad Asyl
in der Tirkei in Aussicht gestellt. Derzeit
gebe es keine entsprechende Bitte aus Sy-
rien, sagte Giil wihrend einer Reise
durch die Golfstaaten mitreisenden tiirki-
schen Journalisten. ,,Aber wenn es so et-
was gibt, wird natiirlich alles in Erwi-
gung gezogen.“ Zuvor hatte der tiirkische
Prisident betont, er sehe keine Chance
mebhr fiir einen Machterhalt Assads. ,Das
Ende ist absehbar®, sagte er iber die Lage
in dem unruhigen Nachbarland.

Die syrische Opposition hatte vor weni-
gen Tagen von einem angeblichen Flucht-
versuch von Assads Ehefrau Asma und
ihren drei Kindern aus Syrien berichtet.
Wegen der Gewalt der Regierung Assad
gegen die Protestbewegung im Land war
die Tiirkei in den vergangenen Monaten
immer mehr von ihrem fritheren Partner
Syrien abgeriickt. Inzwischen fordert An-
kara den Riicktritt Assads und die Erfiil-
lung der Forderung nach politischen Ver-
dnderungen. Wihrend Aufenminister
Guido Westerwelle Assad offenzumRiick-
tritt auffordert, will Russland seine Waf-
fenexporte nach Syrien noch immer nicht
stoppen. Der stellvertretende Verteidi-
gungsminister Anatoli Antonow sagte
laut Berichten russischer Nachrichten-
agenturen, derzeit gebe es keine Ein-
schrinkungen fir Riistungsexporte nach
Syrien. Russland miisse seine Verpflich-
tungen gegeniiber Damaskus erfillen.

Russland, ein langjdhriger Verbiinde-
ter und Waffenlieferant Syriens, blo-
ckiert seit Monaten eine Resolution des
UN-Sicherheitsrates, die die Gewalt ge-
gen Demonstranten in Syrien verurteilen
wiirde. Auch einen neuen Resolutionsent-
wurf, der unter anderem ein Waffenem-
bargo und den Riicktritt von Assad for-
dert, lehnt Russland ab. Moskau erklirte,
dass es keinen Text unterstiitzen werde,
in dem eine militirische Intervention wie
in Libyen gebilligt oder ein Machtwech-
sel gefordert werde.

In Syrien haben Sicherheitskrifte nach
Angaben der Opposition mindestens
neun Demonstranten getotet. Auflerdem
seies beim Gedenken an ein Massaker zu
Massenfestnahmen gekommen. AFP/dpa
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Russland sagt Syrien Watfen zu

In New York dennoch Hoffnung auf UN-Resolution

F.A.Z. FRANKFURT, 2. Februar. Das sy-
rische Regime hat zum 30. Jahrestag eines
Aufstands von Islamisten in Hama seine
Armeepriasenz in der Protesthochburg er-
hoht. Sicherheitskréfte und Militdrs seien
an Brennpunkten postiert worden, berich-
ten Oppositionelle am Donnerstag. Auf3er-
dem sei es zu Massenfestnahmen gekom-
men. 1982 hatte das Regime von Hafiz al
Assad einen Aufstand von Muslimbriidern
blutig niederschlagen lassen. 20 000 Men-
schen waren getotet worden.

Trotz der anhaltenden Gewalt gegen
Oppositionelle will Russland weiterhin
Waffen an das syrische Regime verkau-
fen. Nach Angaben russischer Nachrich-
tenagenturen sagte der stellvertretende
Verteidigungsminister Anatoli Antonow
am Donnerstag, es gebe derzeit keine
Einschrinkungen fiir Riistungsexporte
nach Syrien.

In New York zeigten sich Diplomaten
am Donnerstag dennoch zuversichtlicher
als zuvor, dass sich der UN-Sicherheitsrat
auf eine Syrien-Resolution verstandigen
konnte. Russland, das den jlingsten ara-
bisch-europdischen Entwurf heftig kriti-
siert hat, habe sich an den Textverhand-
lungen vom Mittwochabend konstruktiv
beteiligt. Im Westen gibt es offenbar Be-
reitschaft, die Forderung abzumildern,
dass Président Assad die Macht an sei-
nen Stellvertreter tibertragen solle. Das
hatte Moskau als Versuch kritisiert, Sy-
rien von auflen einen Regimewechsel aut-
zuerlegen. Gerungen wird auch darum,
ob die Resolution die Wirtschaftssanktio-
nen der Arabischen Liga gutheiflen und
Waffenlieferungen an Syrien kritisieren
solle. Die Arabische Liga erhofft sich aus
New York deutliche Unterstitzung fur
ihre Politik.
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

Nouveau projet
de résolution
sur la Syrie

> ONU Concessions
a la Russie

AFP

Les pays membres du Conseil de
sécurité de 'ONU ont entre les
mainsune nouvelleversion du pro-
jet de résolution sur la Syrie qui fait
des concessions a la Russie dans
l'espoir de lever son blocage, ont
indiqué des diplomates jeudi.

La nouvelle mouture du texte,
€laborée i la suite des négociations
de mercredi entre les ambassa-
deurs des 15 pays membres, ssou-
tient la décision de la Ligue arabe
du 22 janvier». Mais les détails du
processus de transition - notam-
ment le transfert des pouvoirs du
président Bachar el-Assad a son vi-
ce-président- n'apparaissent plus.

Cingcivils tués

La Russie, ainsi que I'Inde no-
tamment, insistait depuis le début
de la négociation pour que le Con-
seil ne préjuge pas de lissue d'une
transition démocratique en Syrie
endemandant a priori que le prési-
dentAssad céde le pouvoir.

Le texte abandonne aussi la réfé-
rence aux sanctions économiques
décidées par la Ligue arabe contre
Damas en novembre 2011, ainsi
qu'un paragraphe ot le Conseil s'in-
quiétait des ventes d'armes i la Syrie,
que Moscou souhaite poursuivre.

Alors que sur le terrain cinq ci-
vils ont été tués hier, selon I'Obser-
vatoire syrien des droits de
I'homme, le chef des observateurs
arabes, le général soudanais Mo-
hammed Ahmed Moustafa al-Dabi,
s'est dit wsatisfaits de la mission.

AHama en 1982,
«c'était la méme
sauvagerie»

> Un survivant
du massacre raconte

Trente ans plus tard, Fawaz se
souvient encore des horreurs du
massacre de sa ville natale de
Hama, devenue symbole de la bru-
talité du régime du clan Assad. «A
I'époque, on était massacrés en si-
lence, Cest ¢a la différences, affir-
me-t-il au téléphone depuis sa rési-
dence dans un pays arabe. Ce
Syrien avait 19 ans au moment de
la répression d'un soulévement
armé mené par les Fréres musul-
mans contre les forces du président
Hafez el-Assad, pére de Bachar, l'ac-
tuel chef d’Etat.

Pendant quatre semaines,
Hama, située a 210 km au nord de
Damas, a été bombardée par les
forces du régime du président Ha-
fez el-Assad, faisant, selon les esti-
mations, de 10 000 d 40 000 morts,
ce qui a été décrit comme le pire
crime commis dans I'histoire mo-
derne de la Syrie.

«Cadavres boursouflésy

Fawaz garde en mémoire «les ca-
davres boursouflés trainés par les
chiens dans la ruen, les «corps calci-
nés dans les commerces incendiés»
et surtout la peur au ventre, la
méme qu'il a ressentie lorsque I'ar-
mée est entrée une nouvelle fois 3
Hama pour mater les manifesta-
tionsen 2011.

Fawaz se souvient dun matin
froid et pluvieux, le 3 février 1982,
quand Farmée a rassemblé sur une
place tous les hommes de plus de
15 ans de son quartier. «Ils nous ont
abreuvés d'insultes: «traitresn,
wagents d’Israél». Puis ils nous ont
dit: «Nous allons vous massacrer
touss, raconte-t-il. Thorreur qui
s'ensuivit restera  jamais marquée
dans sa mémoire. «Cétait la méme
sauvagerie, le méme aveuglement
[que maintenant]s, dit Fawaz. A
g e, les Syriens et I'étranger
n'ont euvent du massacre que trois
mois aprés les faits. AFP
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La Tribune de Geneve (Suisse / Switzerland)

Rapport divulgué

it de -meé

«Je le jure devant Dieu, je suis pl
général Ahmed

et de tous ceux qui ont participé a la mission en Syrie», a affirmé le
al-Dabi, chef de la mission d’observation de la Ligue arabe en Syrie. ASHRAF SHAZLY/AFP

Les nombreux couacs de
la mission arabe en Syrie

Le chef

des observateurs
de la Ligue arabe
se dit «totalement
satisfait», alors que
son rapport indique
le contraire

Yannick Van der Schueren

«Je le jure devant Dieu, je suis plei-
nement satisfait de moi-méme et
de tous ceux quiont participéa la
mission en Syrie.» Tels sont les
hier par le chef de
ission d’observation de la Li-
gue arabe en Syrie, le trés contro-
versé général Mohammed Ahmed
Moustafa al-Dabi. Vraiment? Ce
n’est pourtant pas ce qui ressort
durapportqu’il a remis a la Ligue
arabe le 19 janvier dernier.

Manque de compétence

Dans ce document, divulgué dans
son intégralité cette semaine par
le magazine américain Foreign Po-
licy, le général soudanais dénonce
- en marge du récit de la mission -
I'attitude des 166 observateurs sur
le terrain_ les entraves dn résime

heureusement, voyaient leur pré-
sence en Syrie comme un voyage
d’agrément et de loisir», écrit ainsi
I'ancien chef du renseignement
militaire de Khartoum. Son rap-
port - quiattribue les violences au
régime de Bachar el-Assad comme
aux opposants - pointe aussi «le
manque flagrant de compétence
de certains observateurs a affron-
ter la complexité et a faire face
aux situations difficiles qui sont
pourtant au cceur de leurs préro-
gativesn,

I enchaine en soulignant I'in-
capacité physique de certains col-
laborateurs a accomplir leur ta-

Manoeuvres

@ Le Conseil de sécurité de
I"ONU va-t-il enfin pouvoir
condamner les violences de
Damas? Un tout nouveau projet |
de résolution sur la Syrie est sur
la table, apprenait-on hier de
source diplomatique. Un projet
«light», avec des concessions
faites a la Russie afin que Moscou |
n'y oppose pas son veto. Certes,

le texte «sontient nleinement () |

che. «Un certain nombre de parti-
cipants sont trop agés, alors que
d’autres présentent un état de
santé déficient les rendant inaptes
a exercer les fonctions pour les-
quelles ils ont été proposés.
Drautres, poursuit-il, «n’ont pas
évalué le poids réel de leurs res-
ponsabilités ni I'importance de
faire prévaloir les intéréts arabes
sur les intéréts personnels». Pire,
certains observateurs basés hors
de la capitale «ont exigé un héber-
gement comparable a celui dont
bénéficiaient leurs collegues a Da-
masou, a défaut, un dédommage-
ment correspondant a la diffeé-

| et pluraliste». Mais il n'y est plus

question d'exiger le transfert des
pouvoirs du président Bachar
el-Assad a son vice-président.
Abandonnée, également, la
menace de sanctions économi-
ques! Effacé, le paragraphe ou le
Conseil de sécurité s’inquiétait
des ventes d’armes a la Syrie! La
Russie veut en effet continuer de
fonrnir Damas. Ce texte sera

rence du prix des hotels». On y
apprend aussi que 22 observz
teurs ont quitté leur mission preé-
textant des raisons personnelles,
parfois «jugées inacceptables».
Pas un mot en revanche sur
Anouar Malek, I'observateur algé-
rien quia jeté 'éponge le 6 janvier
pour dénoncer les incohérences
de cette mission.

Matériel confisqué
Ce rapport révéle aussi que le ma-
tériel de communication de la
mission a été confisqué par la sé-
curité syrienne a leur arrivée a la
frontiére jordanienne, qu’ils ont
été contraints de recourir aux li-
gnes fixes locales (sur écoute?) et
que «comme la mission ne dispo-
sait pas de quoi établir et mainte-
nir lacommunication au seind’un
méme groupe, I"'ambassade chi-
noise a mis a la disposition de la
mission dix talkies-walKiesn...
Tous ces dysfonctionnements
ont, sans nul doute, contribué a
I’échec de la mission des observa-
teurs, qui consistait a surveiller
I'application du plan de sortie de
crise de I'organisation panarabe
prévoyant I'arrét des massacres.
En revanche, ce n’est pas leur in-
canacité a2 remnlir lenr mandat
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PERFIL: ASMA AKHRAS ASSAD

Primeira damada Siria

Filha de um cardiologista e de uma diplomata,

mugulmanos sunitas sirios que vivem em Londres, Asma teve uma
educagao ocidental e foi uma lufada de ar fresco quando se casou
com Assad, mas hoje hd quem a considere uma “Lady Macbeth”

ASMA ASSAD:
DE “ROSA
DO DESERTO”

A “LADY

MACBETH”

LUMENA RAPOSO

udar a mentalidade
de seis milhoes de jo-
vens sirios, encorajd-
-los a empenhar-se
numa “cidadania ati-
va” foi a missdo principal que
AsmaAssad impés asi propria ao
tornar-se na primeira dama da Si-
ria. E, em declaracoes a Vogue, ex-
plicou: “Toca atodos a responsa-
bilidade de fazeravangar este pais,
de aumentar o poder da socieda-
de civil. Este pais interessaa todos
nos; ele serd o que dele fizermos.”
E para conseguir esta sua “missio”
- avanga o artigo que a revista
americana publicou em fevereiro
de2011-,Asma fundouem 2005a
Massar, organizacao através da
qual foram criados centros onde
criangas e jovens (dos 5 aos 21
anos) aprendiam, de forma criati-
vaeinformal, em que consistiaa
“responsabilidade civica”.

Seis anos ap6s a criagdo da
Massar, grande parte dos jovens si-
rios terd interiorizado amensa-
gem da primeira dama e decidido
tomar em maos o seu destinoe o
do pais. Uma decisao que pode ser
nefasta para Asma que, em de-
zembro de 2000, trocou o anoni-
mato confortdvel do Reino Unido
parase tornar amulherdo jovem
Presidente sirio, Bacharal-Assad.
Oafastamento do Chefe do Esta-
do é agora exigido por milhares
nas ruas do pais, queda - como
muitos avan¢am —que pode trans-
formar Asmana“MariaAntonieta
do século XXI".

Filha de diplomataAsmaAkhras
¢éafilha mais velha de Sahar Otri,
uma diplomata reformada, e do
cardiologista Fawaz Akhras, dois
mugulmanos sunitas oriundos da
cidade de Homs e que, nos anos
50, trocaram a Siria pelo Reino
Unido para que Fawaz realizasse
estudos mais aprofundados da
sua especialidade. Em Londres,

Akhras tornou-se umimportante
elemento dacomunidade de imi-
grantessirios e foi membro funda-
dor daSociedade Sirio-Britanica.
Testemunhos citados por media
britanicos contam que Fawaz
Akhras eraum conhecido do ex-
-presidente sirio Hafez al-Assad e
um defensor convicto - sendo
mesmo ativista-do Partido Baas,
no poder em Damasco.

Na capital britanica nas-
ceram os dois filhos do ca-
sal-Asma, a 11 de agosto
de 1975, e Feras,
hoje um cirurgido
que duranteal-
gum tempo
trocou Lon-
dres por Da-
masco. Asma
fez toda a educa-
¢doacadémicana
sua cidade natal,
onde, apesarde filha
de mugulmanos, frequen-
touaescoladalgrejade
Inglaterra e depois o
Queens College -sele-
ta escola privada fe-
minina por onde tam-
bém passou Cristina Onassis.
Asma foi boa aluna mas, como pa-
rece ser tradi¢do das “meni-
nas de Queen’s College”,
também “fazia gazeta” pa-
rairespreitar as famosas
lojas da vizinha Oxford
Street. Uma iniciagdo pa-
raamulherelegante em
que se transformaria.

King’s College foia eta-
paseguinte paraafilhada
diplomata e do cardiolo-
gista.“Emma’, como pas-
saram a chamar-lhe na
universidade, fezalicen-
ciaturaem Literatura Fran-
cesaaomesmo (('mpo que
se aplicava no estudo da
Informdtica. Terminadaa
universidade, Asma - que
domina quatro linguas -
passoui seis meses a viajar.

No regresso, facilmente

arranjou emprego no Deutsche
Bank, que trocaria depois pelo JP
Morgan, o que lhe possibilitou tra-
balharem Paris e Nova lorque.

Primeira damaOlhos castanhos
escuros que parecem estarsem-
pre asorrir, elegante, de ar sereno,
Asma conheceu Bachar antes de
ele ser catapultado para o poder.
A familia Akhras aproveitava as
férias de verdo para visitar os fa-
miliares que ainda vivem na Siria.
Mas, confessou Asma a Vogue, “a
diferenca de dez
anos” funcionou co-
mo uma espécie de
barreira para qual-
quer relacdo senti-
mental. Mas fontes
hd que dio como
certaaexisténciade
uma namorada ao
lado de Bachar al-
Assad.

Em 1992, Bachar chegouaLon-
dres para fazer uma pos-gradua-
¢ao em oftalmologia. Os Akhras
receberam o filho do presidente si-
rio como se de um familiar se tra-
tasse. O romance com Asma, que
teriacomegado nas férias de verdo
desse ano, aprofundou-se. Mas

O siléncio
de Asma Assad
torna-a ciimplice
da repressao

em 1994, Bachar é chamado de ur-
génciaa Damasco para assistir ao
funeral do irmaéo Basil - o delfim
de Hafezmorto numacidente de
viagdo - e preparar-se para, um
dia, suceder aseu pai. A distancia
ndo enfraqueceu o sentimento:
em dezembro de 2000, Bachar,
que assumira a Presidéncia um
més antes, e Asma casame-se em
segredo. Um més depois, 0s sirios
sdo informados de que tém uma
primeira dama.

Asma Assad, que mantém a
dupla nacionalida-
de, cativa todos,
dentroe forado pais.
Assume ter como re-
feréncia a princesa
Diana. Mulher mo-
derna, preocupada
com grandes causas
e - diz-se - tinica
confidente do mari-
do, éencarada como alguém que
pode fazer a diferenga na Siria. A
revista francesa Paris Match clas-
sifica-a como “um elemento de
luz num pais cheio de zonas de
sombra”, e a Vogue considera-a
“umarosanodeserto”.

Edurantedezanos,aSiriaco
Ocidente olham para os Assad
-hoje com trés filhos - como

uma promessa. Em 2008,
Asmarecebeua Medalha
de Ouro da Presidéncia
italiana, em 2010, o
Presidente francés,
Nicolas Sarkozy, con-
vidou o casal paraas
cerimonias do Dia
Nacional em2010.
Em 2009, o casal
Brad Pitt e An-
gelina Jolie é
recebido como
amigo pelos As-
sad, que, no

seu todo o

terreno e

sem qual-

quer escolta,
olevaaalmo-
¢ar numrestau-
rante. Asma, numa
entrevistaamediaes-
trangeiros, convida o Presi-
dente Obamaa visitar o pais. Os
EUArespondem enviando, no ini-
ciode 2011, oseu primeiro embai-
xador para Damasco desde 2005.

E tudo parecia perfeito. Até as
joias e os fatos Chaneleram “per-
doados” a Asma, que ousou criar
uma pégina no Facebook quando

este estava proibido no pais. Per-
doados os sapatos e carteiras de
Christian Loubotin, o estilista
que compraem Damasco aseda
e o brocado que usa nos seus
produtos, que se tornou amigo
dosAssad e comprou um pald-
cio emAleppo. Mas a repressao
da contestacdo de “cidadaos ati-
vos” destruiu o enamoramento.
Asma, silenciosa e ausente, ¢
uma peca da repressdo, uma
“Lady Macbeth”, gritam os que a
adularam.
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Na primeira pessoa

Rami Jarrah fugiu .

da Siria e todos
0s dias pensa voltar

Tornou-se activista online, como tantos nas revoltas arabes do ultimo ano.

Nome de guerra Alexander Page, “o tipo da Internet”

“o tipo da Al-Jazira”

Filmava protestos, recolhia informacoes e imagens; fazia chegar tudo aos
media. Falava na Al-Jazira. Manifestou-se a primeira vez quase ha um ano e
foi “como uma droga”. Até o regime perceber que Alexander Page e Rami
Jarrah eram a mesma pessoa. “Nao podia ter feito outra coisa. Mas nao
tenho desculpa”, diz sobre a fuga. Vive no Cairo, mas passa os dias na Siria

Sofia Lorena

@ Sair da Siria foi a pior coisa que
eu fiz. Nao tinha outra solugiio. ¥
0 ¢ desculpa, ndo torma o
au fiz correcto. Porque hi gente
que esta na mesma situagdo e nio
pode fugir, ndo tem dinheiro ou
simplesmente nao tem para onde ir.
Foi a pior coisa que eu fiz.

0 principio

ino Chipre e quando tinha

dois anos a minha familia mudou-

se para Londres, onde fiquei até

ter 17. Foi quando me mudei com o
meu pai para o Dubai, onde estudei
Jum alismo. A cert decidi

. Durante trés anos
andei entre papéis e idas a tribunal
para provar que sou sirio e que a
minha mae e o meu pai sio casados.
Isso envolveu muitos interrogatorios
dos servicos secretos também,
porque os meus pais sio activistas.

Cheguei a Damasco em 2004 e
fiquei trés anos. Entretanto, ar

ército par
amos que tinha sido feito

e per
legalmente. Viajei para o Libano e

vivi ld quase um ano, trabalhei no
jornal Daily Star. [O ex-primeiro-
ministro Rafig) Hariri foi morto, os
sirios deixaram de ser bem-vindos ¢
voltei a Damasco. Quando entrei, fui
acusado de ter forjado o passaporte
e interrogado. Um ano depois tinha o
meu passaporte,

Instalei-me definitivamente em
Damasco, comecei a trabalhar
para uma empresa de import:
proxima do regime e do presidente
Bashar al- d. Se queriamos viver,
tinhamos de trabalhar e quase todos
0s bons empregos tinham alguma
ligacdo ao regime. Era um bom
emprego, ganhava bastante bem,

Tive's sempre um prnhlenm com
o regime, que vin dos meus
pais. O meu pai nio podia ir & Siria,
a minha mae sim, podia, mas era
sempre interrogada. O meu pai nao
podia, ponto final. Era procurado
por ter pertencido a resisténcia
palestiniana e desertou do Exército,
fugiu para o Libano.

Eu era contra o regime e muitas
m-me para nio falar

Mas eu tinha vivido

Londres, ¢ as pessoas que vivem em
democracia falam. As pessoas na
Siria nao gostavam de falar, achavam
que era um desperdicio de tempo.

A revolta

Tornei-me activo em Janeiro, com

0 que estava a acontecer no Egipto.
Um pouco antes, na verdade, no

fim de Dezembro. Tornei-me activo
online. Apareceu uma pagina no
Facebook, Revolugdo Siria, e comecei
a segui-la, a entrar em contacto com
outros activistas. Algumas pessos
que eu conhecia comegaram a fazs
graffiti anti-Assad. Eu nao fiz nada
disso, achava que era estipido, que
ndo nos ia levar a lado nenhum. Mas
stava enganado.

Online estava em contacto com
pessoas que nao conhecia, ninguém
dizia 0 nome, s6 que estava em Deraa
ou em Damasco..
estavam fora do pa 5
Quem estava fora so se envolveu
muito mais tarde. Quem estava
activo online eram pessoas que
estavam dentro da Siria, que usavam
nomes falsos ¢ a quem eu também
nio dizia quem era. No inicio
a gens sobre coisas
s, com metaforas, alguém
escrevia sobre uma manifestagio de
mortos dentro de uma casa, alguém
tirava uma fotografia de uma pintura
onde se lia “Abaixo \\cnl

acontecer. lendo cheguei ao local,

1 membros da pc
me a continu;
A primeira manifestacdo de que

me lembro foi um choque para
todos nos. Penso que foi a 23 de
Fevereiro, bem antes do protesto de
15 de Margo, quando se comegou a
saber no estrangeiro. Foi na cidade
velha de Damasco, depois de um
policia ter espancado o filho de um
comerciante, Teve trés a quatro mil
pessoas. Eu ndo estive. Mas quando
esse protesto aconteceu, de repente,
tudo isto se tornou mais possivel.

A 15 de Fevereiro houve um
protesto na mesma zona, em
Hamadiya, no mercado velho.
Um homem que tem uma loja ali
telefonou-me a dizer: “Tens de vi
agora.” Perguntei o que era e ele
insistiu. “E algo que te interessa, tens
de vir agora.” E eu percebi o que

estava a passar-se. Quando cheguei,
vi muitas forgas de segurancaa
avangar para a zona, a prender

manif ites, e nao cheguei a
participar. Nao havia mais de 200
manifestantes. Depois ouvimos que

haveria uma nova manifestacao
no dia seguinte. E no proximo.
A primeira em que eu realmente
participei foi no dia 18.

Académicos, classe média
Os primeiros manife:
eram activistas, académicos.
Principalmente de classe mé
Podemos ver Das que
estavam nos pmlu\mx Penso que

em qualquer rc\nlng.mc im, a

classe mai i {

h.nrms pnpul.uu.
ncontram as |)L‘S.\
i S 4 COITer riscos.
a0 eram pessoas religiosas. A
parte religiosa do pais estava com
0 Governo desde o inicio. Assad
controlava as mesquitas. E muitas
pessoas gostavam de Assad. A
maioria na ava, mas lamhcm
nao o odi » era como com [o
antigo Presidente e pai do actual]
Hafez. A versao oficial era sempre
que ele era uma boa pessoa, os
erros eram cometidos por pessoas
do Governo, que o rodeavam. A
narrativa era a mesma que tinha
sido usada com Hafez, mas ainda
ninguém tinha sangue nas maos
de Bashar, por isso funcionava,

As pessoas sO comegaram a fi
contra Assad depois do seu primeiro
discurso, quando ele comegou arire
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‘ participei.

‘ que temos 30% de pessoa:

) |
5
‘a
4

tratou oque estava contecer como

num bairro novo de

a, num subdrbio recente.
Sao prédios novos, pouco mais. Ai
quase nao aconteceu nada. Houve
Prlﬂt‘.\'lh.\. mas muito ]k'l]‘ll‘ll(),\.
com dezenas de pessoas, e eu nio

© demasiado perigoso,
ninguém se manifesta na zona

onde vive, a ndo ser que essa zona
tenha sido fechada pelas forcas de
Fanga € nao se consige

| Maioria negativa

Nio que di; name TOS, mas sou
obrigado; ¢ I.nm que estes nameros

ir.

1 activo
umlr.\ u(.m(rnn. tre Os restantes
70%, ha 20% a 30% activi
do Governo, mas a grande maioria
se pensassem que o regime
cair, limitar-se-iam a mudar os

i
| retratos na parede. Quando eu digo

tivas
contra o Governo, quero dizer que
stao dispostas a
correr ri ilh(’l'ﬂ que p()dcm ser
mortas, detidas, torturadas, que as
suas mulheres podem ser violadas.
Sao muito determinadas. Entre os
que os apoiam, alguns estao deter-
minados, mas a maioria niao esta
disposta aos mesme i
Os outros 40%, o re:
$30 0 que eu chamo “a maioria
silenciosa”.

que est.
chamamos-lhes “negative
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Moscow can play central role
in move to end Syrian violence

MARY RUSSELL
OPINION

If Moscow supports
moves to get both sides
in Syria talking, there is
a chance that
democracy may emerge

A RESOLUTION before the
United Nations Security Council,
drafted by the Arab League and a
number of European countries in
a bid to end violence in Syria, is
still being discussed.

However, with Russia objecting
to any call for regime change or to
even a hint of foreign military
intervention, it is unlikely it will
be adopted in its original form.
This may bring comfort to
President Bashar al-Assad, who
must surely now be nervous about
the degree of dissatisfaction
expressed daily by his own people.

Only a short while ago, it
seemed the tide might be turning
for his government. There were,
after all, Arab League observers
in the main ¢ And the
president himself, accompanied
by his wife and children,
performed smiling walkabouts,

His supporters have been
shown on TV thronging the
Damascene streets, Activists were
being released from detention and
BBC cameras were allowed into
major trouble spots such as Homs
and Douma.

On the surface, it looked like a
move in the right direction. But
did it reflect reality?

Decidedly not.

Assad’s appearances were well
choreographed, the applause of
his supporters carefully
orchestrated. The BBC
programme ma k"l'b were
accompanied by minders. The
Arab League observers, no more
than a token force, had their
numbers scaled back from 165 to
100 and have linally been
withdrawn. Last week
pro-democracy activists
succeeded in getting dangerously
close to the centre of Damascus.

Formerly friendly Arab states
have turned away from Syria, the
country's financial state is bleak,
and the original joint
European-Arab resolution calls
for a political transition including
Assad’s resignation. (The
suggestion of tougher sanctions
has not been included in the draft
resolution since it is clear Russia
would oppose such a move.)

Civil unrest, strikes and
nervous investors have led to
reduced oil production - a cause
of growing concern to Russia
which continues to support its
beleaguered satellite.

Syrian refugees and residents living in Jordan shout slogans
during a demonstration against President Bashar Al-Assad in front
of the Syrian embassy in Amman last week. Photograph: Reuters

And why? Because Syria offers
the only Mediterranean port
where Russian ships can buy oil
and refuel without hindrance - a
facility significant for Moscow
given Nato's 24 bases just across
the Syrian border in Turkey.

Most threatening of all for
those in power is the relentless
nature of the political activists
who, week after week, are on the
streets of towns as far apart as
Homs and Deir ez-Zour which,
though separated by the Syrian
desert, share the same aspirations
to liberty, demonstrating their
shared opposition to the leader of
a one-party state whose rule, since
2000, has been characterised by
control, oppression and torture,

The days of waiting for some
movement rowards democracy
are over and the mood of
pro-democracy activists has
hardened, with some calling for
the president to be summarily
executed.

And while the initial wave of
demonstrators were engaged in
non-violent action, many are now
armed by those who, ironically,
once pointed their weapons at the
activists but who have since
defected from the Syrian security
forces, bringing those same
weapons with them.

Anyone who has watched
videos of the beatings and torture
inflicted by government forces on
their own people will understand
the degree of anger felt by many
Syrians towards the president and
his government. The fact that the

Syria offers
the only
Mediterranean port
where Russian ships
can buy oil and refuel
without hindrance

beatings are inflicted openly, by
men in the uniform of the Syrian
security forces who appear not to
care that their brutality is being
witnessed worldwide, is itself a
reflection of the nature of the
situation.

Despite warnings from its Arab
neighbours and threats from the
UN, Assad’s government has
continued on its wayward path,
assured that there would be no
outside intervention, particularly
in light of events in Hama in 1982
when the Muslim Brotherhood
was attacked,

Neither Europe nor America
has the stomach to get involved
militarily in yet another Middle
East crisis. They fear that even if
some measure of democratic
change were to come about, the
next government might not prove
as friendly as hoped.

Would a new Syria, for

instance, be prepared to continue
to do business with Russia, or
would it look for more lucrative
deals elsewhere? What line would
a new Syrian government take
over the Golan Heights?

There is no doubr that fear
fuels the ¢

“It’'s how dictators oper:
says Nadim Shehadi, associate
fellow of the Middle East
programme at policy institute
Chatham House.

“Assad has said thatif things
fall apart in Syria there will be
chaos in the Middle East.
Al-Qaeda and extreme Islamism
will take over and it will spread.
‘The conspiracy theory works well
here. There are, Assad tells the
people, outside forces at work.
The CIA and Mossad are two. But

xtent of the revolt, How can
he? He is a dictator and he’s got to
believe he is in full control.”

But could it be that Assad is not
incontrol, and that he is a mere
puppet of Russia?

“His government’s means of
control, by fear, is a classic tool of
the old Soviet era,” says Shehadi.
“But he is not a puppet, nor is he a
victim of any conspiracy theory.”

There are some who, while not
supporting the Assad regime,
nevertheless fear that a victory for
the Muslim Brotherhood - ora
version of it - would mean a
curtailment of freedom, especially
inth a of women
participating in society.

Shehadi disagrees: “Personal
freedom is already curtailed.,
People can't vorte for the party of
their choice, They can’t freely
express their political ideas. They
can only travel abroad by
agreement with the relevant
government department to which
they must report on their return.”

In the meantime, there are
power cuts and fuel shortages,
Travel between towns is
dangerous, with bus travel the
only relatively safe means of
getting about. People are taken
way and tortured.

The death toll mounts: 96 on
Wednesday, 106 yesterday, with
children among the dead. The
UN, putting a figure of 5,000
deaths, says it can no longer keep
count since the violence is now so
widespread.

“If there is no intervention,”
says Shehadi. “many more will
die.”

The main challenge facing the
joint European-Arab push now
will be to get Russia on board
without watering down the UN
resolution too much.

Russia has expressed an
interest in supporting a move
towards promoting dialogue
between the government and
pro-democracy supporters, and
that can only be good for Syria.

If this does happen, then the
people of Syria can start to look
towards achieving a freedom for
which so many have already died.

Mary Russell's book, My Home is
Your Home, A Journey Round
Syria, was published in December
2011

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Vendredi 3 janvier 2012, #43, p. 14 / Friday, January 3, 2012, #43, p. 14

The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

UN waters down
Syria proposals
in bid to win

Russia’s backing

Bid to placate Moscow
sees arms embargo
shelved - and call for
Assad’s removal dropped

By RUPERT CORNWELL
in Washington

UN Security Council diplomatsyester-
day were moving towards a watered-
down resolution on Syria that would
secure ayes vote from Russia by remov-
ingacall for President Bashar al-Assad
tostep asideand droppingdirect threats
of an arms embargo or new sanctions.
Amid continuing intense negotia-
tions, US, Arab and Russian officials
all sounded more upbeat over prospects
foranagreed text. In fact, any consen-
sus would be acknowledgement that
thetougher terms championed by the
Arab League and backed by the West
could notsurvive Moscow’s veto.
Inagesturetothe Arab League, which
last weekend withdrew its monitors
from Syria as the violence continued
unchecked, the latest version “fully
supports” the League’s decision to “fa-
cilitatea political transition leading to
ademocratic, plural political system”.
Gone, however, is the explicitdemand
that Mr Assad delegate powers to his
deputy within 15 days, and that a gov-
ernmentof national unity be installed.
Although China - another perma-
nent council member with veto pow-
ers — also disapproved of the original
text circulated by Morocco, the loud-
est objections have come from Russia.
Moscow is determined to prevent
any repeatof what happened over Libya,
whenitletthrough a UN resolution that
helped bring down Colonel Muammar
Gaddafi-and,astheKremlin sawit, un-

derlined Russia’sscantinfluence inworld
affairs. For that same reason, Moscow
willdonothingthat underminesvirtual-
lyitslastsignificantally in the Arabworld.
Another factor however is the lucrative
arms export trade with Syria, including
equipment used tosuppressthe current
protest. Despite overwhelming interna-
tional criticism ofthe Assad regime’s bru-
tal tactics, the Putin/Medvedev govern-
mentintendsthose salestocontinue. “As
of today there are no restrictions on the
delivery of weapons and we must fulfil
our obligations, and this what we are
doing,” the Deputy Defence Minister,
Anatoly Antonov, said.

Nevertheless, the Arab League which

o=

PRESIDENT
ASSAD

His regime has
been a major

a0 customer for
Russian arms
v 4 \  manufacturers

has lobbied hard but now apparently
in vain for a genuinely strong UN re-
sponse, insisted that even aweaker res-
olution would help. “It will still put pres-
sure onthe Syrian government, because
they realise that Russia cannot stand
up forever,” said Nabil al-Araby, the
League’s chief. “Russia does not want
to be against the people,” he added.
Itwasstilluncertain last night when
afinal vote would be taken, despite the
insistence by the US and its allies that
the Council act swiftly. The decision
ought to besimple Hillary Clinton de-
clared this week: “Are you on the side
of the Syrian people, or are you on the
side of a brutal dictatorial regime?”
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CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER

Syria: IU's not

just about freedom

mperial regimes can crack when they
I are driven out of their major foreign

outposts. The fall of the Berlin Wall did
not only signal the liberation of Eastern
Europe from Moscow. It prefigured the
collapse of the Soviet Union itself just two
years later.

The fall of Bashar al-Assad’s Syria could
be similarly ominous for Iran. The alliance
with Syria is the centerpiece of Iran’s
expanding sphere of influence, a mini-Co-
mintern that includes such clients as Irani-
an-armed and -directed Hezbollah, now
the dominant power in Lebanon; and
Hamas, which controls Gaza and threatens
totake therest of Palestine (the West Bank)
from a feeble Fatah.

Additionally, Iran exerts growing pres-
sure on Afghanistan to the east and grow-
ing influence in Iraq to the west. Tehran
has even extended its horizon to Latin
America, as symbolized by President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad’s solidarity tour
through Venezuela, Ecuador, Nicaragua
and Cuba.

Of all these clients, Syria is the most
important. It’s the only Arab state openly
allied with non-Arab Iran. This is signifi-
cant because the Arabs see the Persians as
having had centuries-old designs to domi-
nate the Middle East. Indeed, Iranian arms
and trainers, transshipped to Hezbollah
through Syria, have given the Persians
their first outpost on the Mediterranean in
2,300 years.

But the Arab-Iranian divide is not just
national/ethnic. It is sectarian. The Arabs
are overwhelmingly Sunni. Iran is Shiite.
The Arab states fear Shiite Iran infiltrating
the Sunni homeland through (apart from
Iraq) Hezbollah in Lebanon, and through
Syria, run by Assad’s Alawites, a heterodox
offshoot of Shiite Islam.

Which is why the fate of the Assad
regime is geopolitically crucial. It is, of
course, highly significant for reasons of
democracy and human rights as well.
Syrian Baathism, while not as capricious
and deranged as the Saddam Hussein
variant, runs a ruthless police state that
once Killed 20,000 in Hama and has now
killed more than 5,400 during the current
uprising. Human rights — decency — is
reason enough to do everything we can to

hrino dnumnm Accad

hegemony; to traditional regimes menaced
by Iranian jihadist subversion; to Israel,
which the Islamic Republic has pledged to
annihilate; to America and the West, whom
the mullahs have vowed to drive from the
region.

No surprise that the Arab League, many
of whose members are no tenderhearted
humanitarians, is pressing hard for Assad’s
departure. His fall would deprive Iran of an
intra-Arab staging area and sever its corri-
dor to the Mediterranean. Syria would
return to the Sunni fold. Hezbollah, Teh-
ran’s agent in Lebanon, could be next,
withering on the vine without Syrian sup-
port and Iranian materiel. And Hamas
would revert to Egyptian patronage.

At the end of this causal chain, Iran,
shorn of Key allies and already reeling from
economic sanctions over its nuclear pro-
gram, would be thrown back on its heels.
The mullahs are already shaky enough to
be making near-suicidal threats of block-
ing the Strait of Hormuz. The population
they put down in the 2009 Green Revolu-
tion is still seething. The regime is particu-
larly reviled by the young. And its increas-
ing attempts to shore up Assad financially
and militarily have only compounded anti-
Iranian feeling in the region.

It’s not just the Sunni Arabs lining up
against Assad. Turkey, after a recent flirta-
tion with a Syrian-Iranian-Turkish entente,
has turned firmly against Assad, seeing an
opportunity to extend its influence, as in
Ottoman days, as protector/master of the
Sunni Arabs. The alignment of forces sug-
gests a unique opportunity for the West to
help finish the job.

How? First, a total boycott of Syria,
bevond just oil and including a full arms
embargo. Second, a flood of aid to the
resistance (through Turkey, which harbors
both rebel militias and the political opposi-
tion, or directly and clandestinely into
Syria). Third, a Security Council resolution
calling for the removal of the Assad regime.
Russia, Assad’s last major outside ally,
should be forced to either accede or incur
the wrath of the Arab states with a veto.

Force the issue. Draw bright lines. Make
clear American solidarity with the Arab
League against a hegemonic Iran and its
tottering Syrian client. In diplomacy, one

nften hac tn rhnncea hatuwreen hiiman richte
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Russia refuses to halt sales
of weapons to Damascus

By Elizabeth A.
Kennedy
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT — Russia
said Thursday it will
keep selling arms to
longtime ally Syria, de-
spite mounting interna-
tional condemnation
over the Syrian regime’s
bloody crackdown on a
10-month-old uprising.

Russia’s Deputy De-
fense Minister Anatoly
Antonov said his country
is not violating any in-
ternational obligations
by selling weapons to
Damascus.

“As of today, there are
no restrictions on our
delivery of weapons,” he
told journalists in Rus-
sia, according to the
country’s state news
agencies. “We must fulfill
our obligations, and this
is what we are doing.”

Moscow has been one
of Syria’s most powerful
allies — along with Iran
— as regime forces try to
crush the revolt against
President Bashar Assad.
The United Nations esti-
mates that more than
5,400 people have been
killed in the government
crackdown.

Moscow’s stance is
motivated in part by its
strategic and defense
ties, including weapons
sales, with Syria. But
Russia also rejects what
it sees as a world order
dominated by the United
States. Last month, Rus-
sia reportedly signed a
$550 million deal to sell
combat jets to Syria.

U.N. ambassadors this
week are trying to over-

Local Coordination Committees In Syria

Syrian girls in Idlib province hold banners marking
the 3oth anniversary of a government crackdown
on the city of Hama that claimed thousands of lives.

come Russia’s opposition
to a draft resolution at
the Security Council
designed to stop the
bloodshed. Moscow said
it would veto the original
version because it be-
lieves it would open the
way for eventual in-
ternational military ac-
tion.

In an apparent effort
to overcome Russian
objections, the new ver-
sion no longer includes
the explicit reference to
the president delegating
his powers. It also re-
moves the calls for a new
national unity govern-
ment, and for transpar-
ent, free elections.

Wiam Wahhab, a pro-
Syrian Lebanese poli-
tician, met Tuesday with
Assad in Damascus.

“] found him relaxed
and sure. He is confident
in the Russian position,”
Wahhab told the Leba-
nese newspaper Al-Akh-
bar in an interview pub-
lished Thursday.

Also Thursday, Syrian
security forces fanned
out in Hama as protest-
ers splashed red paint
symbolizing blood in the
streets to mark the 3oth
anniversary of a notori-
ous massacre carried out
by Hafez Assad, Bashar’s
father and predecessor.

The Hama massacre of
1982, which leveled entire
neighborhoods and
killed thousands of peo-
ple, has become a rally-
ing cry for the Syrian
uprising that began near-
ly 11 months ago in the
hopes of ending four
decades of Assad family
rule.

Hafez Assad ordered
the scorched-earth as-
sault on Hama 30 years
ago to put down an up-
rising against his rule.
Amnesty International
has said 10,000 to 25,000
people were Killed,
though conflicting fig-
ures exist, and the Syrian
government has never
made an official estimate.
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U.N. envoys
seek accord
on Syria
resolution

UNITED NATIONS

BY NEIL MacFARQUHAR

Security Council ambassadors began
working Thursday on a revised Syria
resolution, with references to sanctions
removed, as bartering focused in good
part on the conditions under which
President Bashar al-Assad could be
asked to cede power.

Russia has repeatedly threatened to
veto any resolution that does not meet
its demands, including that the docu-
ment not specifically call for regime
change in Syria, where Mr. Assad’s
forces have been seeking to crush an 11-
month uprising that increasingly re-
sembles a civil war.

But the commitment to do something,
made in speeches Tuesday by numerous
foreign ministers flying in from around
the world, suggested that there was room
for compromise, ambassadors said.

“We have more work to do, but I think
it was a constructive session conducted
in a good spirit,” the U.S. ambassador,
Susan E. Rice, said after emerging from
a three-hour meeting late Wednesday.
“Everyone is trying to approach this in
a constructive and rational way. That in
itself is progress.”

Other points of contention, beyond
what happens to Mr. Assad, included
the issue of whether the resolution
would support arms embargoes or oth-
er sanctions by U.N. member countries
and how to word the resolution so it
makes clear no outside military inter-
vention is authorized.

In the latest version, crafted by Mo-
rocco,the paragraphs calling for ahaltto
weapons sales and endorsing sanctions
imposed by the Arab League were both
dropped, according to a version shown
to The New York Times. The Russians
wanted to insert language in the resolu-
tion that would have banned “illegal’
sales, said a Security Council diplomat
involved, effectively giving them license
to sell unlimited arms to the regime. So
the Western and Arab ambassadors ten-
tatively agreed to drop the subject.

Nada Bakri contributed reporting from
Beirut.
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RUSSIA’S BAD GAMBLE

Russia should stop defending Assad
and blocking constructive action in the
United Nations to end the crackdown.

Thirty years ago, President Hafez al-Assad of Syria had his
army crush a Sunni revolt in Hama. When it was over, as
many as 20,000 Syrians were Killed and neighborhoods were
bulldozed. On Wednesday, social media sites and services
were abuzz with Syrians determined to keep the memory of
that atrocity alive.

Another Assad — Bashar — is now in power and repeating
history. Since the largely peaceful revolt against his regime
began last March, security forces have killed nearly 6,000
protesters and the toll is rising. Yet the United Nations Secu-
rity Council is paralyzed, unable to condemn Mr. Assad,
much less impose the international economic sanctions that
might force him to end the killing or leave power.

Foreign ministers from the United States, other Western
nations and the Arab League are back at the Council this
week pushing for a tough resolution and speaking out force-
fully. But Russia, supported by China and India, is still de-
fending Mr. Assad and blocking constructive action. Moscow,
which values arms deals with Damascus over the Syrian
people, vetoed the last resolution in October.

The new draft resolution repeats demands initially made
by the Arab League for Syria to withdraw troops from the cit-
ies and release all political prisoners. It also endorses the
league’s proposal for a political transition that would have
Mr. Assad yield power to his deputy, establish a unity govern-
ment and prepare for free elections.

The Russians, Chinese and Indians — invoking Libya — in-
sist that they will not abide foreign military intervention in
Syria or let a resolution be exploited to permit the use of
force. That complaint loses credibility when Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton stipulates publicly, as she did
Tuesday, that “there is no intention to seek any authority or
to pursue any kind of military intervention.” It should be rel-
atively easy to write a resolution to rule out military action,
assuming Russiais not playing games.

Meanwhile, the European Union, the United States and the
Arab League — which separately imposed sanctions on Syria
— need to implement them strictly. In time, this pressure
could persuade army and business elites to abandon the gov-
ernment.

We’re not optimistic Mr. Assad will ever go along. But
passing the resolution would unite the international commu-
nity around a peaceful solution. It must be as strong as possi-
ble so there is no doubt where the world stands: with the Syr-
ian people and against the Assad butchery.
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FOREIGN INTERVENTION

Restive state is Russias last
foothold in the region

Damascus is last major Middle East customer for military hardware

By FrRED WEIR AND HOWARD LAFRANCHI

London Russia has warned that there is
“no chance” it will allow passage of a
resolution on the spiralling domestic
conflict in Syria, due to come before the
UN Security Council in the next few
days, if it leaves even the slightest open-
ing for outside intervention in the crisis.

Moscow’s tough line on the issue has
put it increasingly at odds not only with
the West, but also many Arab states who
support a resolution put forward by Mo-
rocco that would demand Syria’s Presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad step aside and
hand power to his deputy as a first step
towards a democratic transition.

Syria has been a political partner
and key regional client state of Mos-
cow since 1971, and is the last remain-
ing major customer for Russian arms
in the Middle East. Over the past year,
Russia sacrificed about $4.5-billion
(Dhl6.52 billion) in broken arms deals
with Libya, and lost as much as $13-bil-
lion due to UN sanctions against Iran,
experts say.

Political influence

“Moscow is afraid events in Syria
will spin out of control,” says Alex-
ander Konovalov, president of the in-
dependent Institute for Strategic As-
sessments in Moscow. “We have lots
of economic interests that we stand to

lose, but this is not the main thing. The
loss of political influence is more im-
portant, because Syria is the last point
in the Middle East where Russia has a
major role to play. Russia fears that the
US is out to engineer regime change
in this strategic region, and Russia is
simply not going to play any part in
granting authority for that.”

‘Libya scenario’ downplayed

On Tuesday, US secretary of state
Hillary Clinton suggested that Rus-
sia may be making too much out of its
fears that the “Libya scenario” might
be repeated in Syria. “That is a false
analogy,” Clinton was quoted by RIA-
Novosti as saying at the UN Security
Council meeting.

Yevgeny Satanovsky, president of
the independent Institute of Middle
Eastern Studies in Moscow, retorted:
“Nobody in Moscow takes Western
arguments seriously anymore. After
all that’s happened, we frankly don’t
think they know what they’re doing.”

Wayne White, an analyst with the
Middle East Institute in Washington and
a former State Department policy plan-
ner, observed: “If the Russians become
utterly convinced that the regime is go-
ing down the drain, then the US and its
allies can convince them that their best
bet is going with the future.”

— Christian Science Monitor
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)
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Témoignage

es survivants de Hama de nouveau hantés
Les survivants de H d hant
par «la sauvagerie du régime Assad »
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Trente ans plus tard, Fawaz se
souvient encore des horreurs du
massacre de sa ville natale de
Hama, devenue symbole de la
brutalité du régime du clan As-
sad. Comme dgla{::r&s survivants,
il a lespoir que la répression
d'aujourd’hui ne passera pas sans
chitiment.

« A Tépoque, on était mas-
sacrés en silence, Cest ca la dif-
férence », affirme-t-il au télé-
phone depuis sa résidence dans
un pays arabe. Ce Syrien avait
19 ans au moment de la répres-
sion dun soulévement armé
mené par les Fréres musulmans
contre les forces du président
Hafez el-Assad. Pendant qua-
tre semaines, Hama a été bom-
bardée par les forces du régime,
faisant selon les estimations de
10 000 a 40 000 morts, ce qui
a été décrit comme le pire crime
commis dans I'histoire moderne

de la Syrie. Il garde en mémoire
«les cadavres ouflés trainés
par les chiens dans la rue », les

« corps calcinés dans les com-
merces incendiés » et surtout la
peur au ventre, la méme qu'il a
ressentie lorsque 'armée est en-
trée une nouvelle fois 4 Hama
pour mater les manifestations
en 2011.

Fawaz se souvient également
d'un matin froid et pluvieux, le
3 février 1982, quand larmée
a rassemblé sur une place tous
les hommes de plus de 15 ans
de son quartier. « Ils nous ont
abreuvés d'insultes : “traitres”,
“agents d'lsraél”. Puis ils nous
ont dit “nous allons vous massa-

crer tous” », raconte-t-il, la voix
émue. L'horreur qui s'ensuivit
restera 4 jamais marquée dans
sa mémoire. « Ils ont obligé un
homme 2 s'agenouiller et pla-
qué sa téte au sol, puis ils nous
ont dit “vous allez avouer ou se
trouvent les Fréres musulmans
ou on tue celui-la en premier”.
Nous ne savions rien du tout.
IIs ont alors fait passer un char
sur son crane. Cétait comme
un fruit écrasé. Le sang giclait
de partout. » Par la suite, un
officier a ordonné a un homme
agé de plus de 80 ans de s'age-
nouiller. « Je ne m'agenouille
ﬁue pour Dieu, a-t-il répliqué.

s lont mitraillé devant mes
yeux. » « Nous étions tétanisés,
nous pensions a chaque seconde
“¢a y est, nous allons mourir” »,
raconte-t-il. Il aura la « chance »
d'étre emmené avec d'autres
en prison pour interrogatoire,
avant d'en sortir quelques jours
plus tard grice a des « connais-
sances ».

A la téte de la brutale cam-
pagne, les redoutables Brigades
de la défense, une force parami-
litaire menée alors par le frére
du président, Rifaat, qui faisait
trembler les Syriens.

Abou Khaled, autre survivant
qui avait 16 ans a I'époque, se
souvient, lui, des forces de sécu-
rité qui tiraient sur les habitants.
« Avant de les tuer, ils leur ont
pris leurs montres et leurs chaus-
sures. » I1a réussi a s'échapper en
se réfugiant « de toit en toit »,
puis a marché pendant trois
jours vers la ville de Homs.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Meéme si le nombre de victi-
mes est de loin supérieur a celui
de la répression actuelle de la
contestation, pour les survivants
du massacre, la brutalité est la
méme. « Clest la méme sauva-
gerie, le méme aveuglement »,
assure Fawaz. Alors que les
Syriens et ‘étranger n'ont eu
vent du massacre que trois mois
aprés les faits, les choses ont
cﬁz.ngé pour la révolte de 2011,
avec une large couverture par les
médias arabes et occidentaux et
des réseaux sociaux mobilisés 24
heures sur 24.

D'autres  témoins  parlent
d'une partie de Thistoire, beau-
coup moins évoquée. « Les
tueries de Hama sont interve-
nues apres que des membres du
Baas eurent été tués avec leurs
familles », raconte Robert Fisk,
journaliste au quotidien britan-
nique The Independent, qui était
sur place au moment des faits.
« Ce n'est pas une excuse pour
tuer des milliers de civils, mais
T'histoire doit noter (...) qulily a
eu une série d'attaques sanglan-
tes contre les propres officiers de
Hafez el-Assad. Ils ont méme
assassiné son médecin. »

Pour les militants qui écrivent
une nouvelle page de l'histoire,
les choses vont changer, inéluc-
tablement.

« IIs essaient de nous faire
revivre la méme peur, mais on
ne se laissera pas faire », martéle
ainsi Anouar el-Bounni, célébre
opposant également témoin des

tueries de 1982.
© AFP
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Nouveau projet alONU :

concessions ou compromissions ?

Syrie La Jordanie retire ses observateurs ; au moins

17 morts hier.

Un nouveau projet de résolu-
tion sur la Syrie circulait hier a
ONU, faisant des concessions
ala Russie dans l'espoir de lever
son blocage. La nouvelle mou-
ture du texte, qui a été élaborée
aprés des négociations mercredi
entre les ambassadeurs des 15
pays du Conseil de sécurité,
abandonne toute référence ex-

licite au départ du président
Eachar el-Assad. La résolution
« soutient pleinement (...) la
décision de la Ligue arabe du
22 janvier 2012 de faciliter une
transition politique menanta un
systéme politique démocratique
et pluraliste ». Mais les détails
de cette transition n'apparais-
sent plus. Ce processus de tran-
sition démocratique avait été
proposé par la Ligue arabe en
janvier dans son plan de sortie
de crise pour la Syrie. La Russie
insiste pour que le Conseil ne
préjuge pas de lissue de la crise
en demandant a priori que le
résident Assad céde le pouvoir.

mme les textes précédents, le
nouveau « condamne la violence
dou qu'elle émane ».

Le texte abandonne en outre
toute référence aux sanctions
économiques décidées par la
Ligue arabe contre Damas en
novembre 2011, ainsi quun
paragraphe ot le Conseil « s'in-
quiétait » des ventes d'armes a
la Syrie. Dailleurs, Moscou a
précisé hier qu'elle allait conti-
nuer d'exporter des armements
a Damas, dans la mesure ot il
ny a aucune restriction dans
ce domaine, a indiqué le vice-
ministre russe de la Défense,
Anatoli Antonov. Notons que
la Russie n'a pas encore réagi au
nouveau texte.

Les 15 membres du Conseil
de sécurité reprenaient a 'heu-
re de mettre sous presse leurs
consultations dans une ambian-
ce de relatif optimisme, certains
diplomates  estimant qu'un
compromis est proche. Il n'en
reste pas moins que daucuns
sinterrogent sur ces concessions

faites 2 Moscou, les qualifiant

sans ambages de compromis-
sions.

La guerre

Sur un autre plan, la Jordanie
sest officiellement retirée de la
mission d'observation de la Li-
gue arabe en Syrie, a annoncé le
ministre jordanien des Affaires
étrangéres. Nasser Jawdeh a
précisé que la décision datait de
plusieurs jours, lorsque la Ligue
a suspendu les travaux de ses
observateurs. Plus tot, le chef
de la mission d’observation, le

énéral soudanais Mohammad

mad Moustafa al-Dabi,
s'était dit « totalement satisfait »
du travail de la mission, quali-
flant néanmoins la situation sur
le terrain de « guerre » et affir-
mant avoir constaté « des actes
de torture ».

Alors que les militants pro-
démocratie avaient  appelé
4 des manifestations hier et
aujourd’hui pour commémorer
les 30 ans de la terrible répres-
sion 2 Hama, les violences ont
fait au moins 17 morts, selon
al-Jazira.

‘armée syrienne a bloqué
laccés a toutes les places de
Hama ot des habitants ont ré-
pandu sur le sol de la peinture
rouge, symbole de sang. Des
chars ont été déployés dans les
rues et des camions de pompiers
ont nettoyé a grande eau les tra-
ces de peinture. « IIs veulent ef-
facer la mémoire, ils ne veulent
pas qu'on se souvienne », accuse
un opposant. « Mais nous ne
plierons pas. » « Le silence arabe
et international face aux crimes
de Hafez el-Assad et sa clique il
y a 30 ans est en grande partie
responsable de la poursuite de
ces crimes et des atrocités quo-
tidiennes commises par Bachar
au vu et au su » du monde en-
tier, ont affirmé pour leur part

s un communiqué commun
plusieurs instances de l'opposi-
tion, dont le Conseil national
syrien (CNS).

Des coups de feu ont par
ailleurs retenti dans la banlieue

damascéne de Moaddamiyeh,
ot un militant a été tué par les
forces de sécurité avant d'étre
{eté du toit de sa_maison sous
e regard de sa femme et de
ses enfants. Dans la capitale,
les manifestants, en majorité
adolescents, ont défilé jusqu'a
la place de la Liberté ou ils ont
été attaqués par les services de
sécurité, daprés une vidéo pos-
tée sur You I'ube par un groupe
de militants. A Daraya, gzns la
province de Damas, des vidéos
montraient également des ma-
nifestations d étudiants, dont de
nombreuses filles. Des manifes-
tations ont également eu lieu a
Homs et Qamichli.
L’armée syrienne a également
ursuivi sa reprise en main des
g:t’lbourgs est et nord de Da-
mas, dont les insurgés avaient
brievement pris le contrdle la
semaine derniére. Quelque 25
rebelles ont été tués au cours de
cette opération, selon une orga-
nisation de défense des droits de
Thomme. Toujours dans le rif
de Damas, 'Observatoire syrien
des droits de '"homme (OSsng)
rapporte une « campagne d'ar-
restations et de perquisitions »
dans plusieurs F ités, dont
Douma, tandis que les villages
de Talfita et de ous conti-
nuaient détre assiégés. Dans la
province de Deraa, 'armée sy-
rienne a pris d'assaut le village
d'al-Jiza, selon TOSDH, qui a
fait état de trois civils décedés.
A Idleb, deux fréres ont égale-
ment été tués par les forces de
SGX:;I(; La chainmen de télé\éifion
- a eurs indiqué
que « hxygdgl?aaée Farouk a ‘Et
prisonniers 17 soldats prés du
dispensaire Khaldiyé 8 Homs ».
nfin, concernant les six
Iraniens kidnappés hier prés
d1dleb par 'Armée syrienne
libre, al-Arabiya a précisé hier
qu'ils étaient en réalité en route
vers l'une des casernes situées

prés de la ville.

(Sources : agences
et rédaction)
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Syria troops lock
down Hamaon
killing anniversary

Syrian troops closed public squares
in Hama on Thursday after residents
poured red paint symbolizing blood on the
ground to mark the 30th anniversary of the
massacre President Bashar al-Assad'’s father
carried out during an uprising against his rule.
The act of defiance came as Russia wamed
it would veto any UN resolution on Syria it
finds unacceptable, making clear it wanted to
prevent Libyan-style intervention over Assad’s
violent dackdown on 11 months of mass
protests and armed insurrection. Recent po-
litical violence in Syria has killed at least 5,000
people, and activists say Assad’s forces have
stepped up operations around the country af-
ter appearing to crush rebels who brought the
fight to the outskirts of the capital, Damascus.

Adivists in Hama said fire trucks washed
away dye and paint poured on the ground
overnight to commemorate the bloodshed
of the elder Assad’s 1982 assault on the city -
centre of an Islamist revolt against him - at the
cost of over 10,000 lives. “They want to kill the
memory and they do not want us to remem-
ber,” said an activist in the city, where residents
said tanks blocked main squares to prevent
demonstrations.”But we will not accept it.”

The anniversary of the Hama massacre
comes as Russia fends off attempts to mobilize
the United Nations against Syria.

Moscow, presented with an Arab League-
backed draft resolution that Washington and
Paris endorse, says that plan - which calls on
Assad to hand powers to a deputy -- demands
any text rule out intervention, warning it will
veto an “unacceptable” resolution.

Russia and China, both veto-wielding Se-
curity Coundl members, stand in the way of a
Western push for a resolution condemning the
Syrian government’s crackdown on unrest.

UN Security Council ambassadors met in
New York on Wednesday to discuss ways to
overcome their disagreements on the wording
of the European-Arab draft resolution that Mo-
rocco submitted to council members on Friday.

The dosed-door negotiations ended with-
out a final agreement and will resume on Thurs-
day, Germany’s UN mission said. The draft will
be updated to reflect Wednesday’s discussions,
which the mission said were “rather construc-
tive.” A council diplomat at the meeting told
Reuters, however, that Russia’s envoy Vitaly
Churkin reiterated to coundl members that the
expression of full support for the Arab League
plan in the current draft was “unacceptable”

He also made clear Moscow could not ac-
cept the expression of concern in the draft about
arms sales to Syria unless there was a waver for
weapons transfers to the Syrian govemment,
the diplomat said.

“It’s way too soon in my judgment to know
whether ultimately there will be agreement,”
US Ambassador to the United Nations Susan
Rice told reporters. “It’s long past time for this
council to take meaningful action,” she said.

Despite the Russian comments, French
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said a “window
of hope™ had opened, and vowed redoubled ef-
forts to agree a text “in the next few days.”

Russia says the West exploited fuzzy word-
ing in a March 2011 UN Security Council res-
olution on Libya to turn a mandate to protect
civilians in the North African country’s uprising
into a push to remove the government, badked
by NATO air strikes, that led to the overthrow
of Muammar Gaddafi. Russia also wormries the
draft’s threat of further measures against Syria
may lead to sandions, which it opposes.

Westem envoys in New York said the main
sticking point was likely to be not military inter-
vention, on which they were confident agree-
ment could be reached, but the resolution’s sup-
port for the Arab League plan demanding Assad
give up power. That is seen by Moscow as tan-
tamount to change of government. Beirut Reuters

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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Russia defending
interests in Mideast

Should the Al Assad regime fall, Turkey is set to
benefit the most. For Moscow, this will change the
balance of power from central Asia to Middle East

BY MARWAN KABALAN
Special to Gulf?

ews

or the second time in four

months, Russia seems to be

inclined to veto a UN Security

Council resolution that con-
demns the Syrian regime's approach in
dealing with the protest movement. In
early October, Moscow torpedoed an
attempt to castigate the Syrian govern-
ment for committing l'le.mn( human
rights violatior nd crimes against
humanity. Russ i ance to
take any sort of action against Damas-
cus is perplexing for many observers.
The ambiguous motives behind the
Ru n position are the key factors
behind the confusion.

During the Cold War era, for example,
Russia’s support for Syria was casy to
understand. It was almost exclusively
driven by the great rivalry with the US
and involved recognisable national in-
terests. Under the bipolar mantle of the
Cold War, both the USSR and the US
sought rug_mn.ll clients to enhance their
position Vi the other in a struggle
for world-wide supremacy.

In such a climate, the fall of a client
state was considered a setback for the
patron. The motives behind the current
Russian position, by contrast, are partic-
ularly unclear and as a consequence an-
seem to be wavering when asked
to explain the Russian policy. Although
the Cold War ended more than two dec-
ades ago and the situation has since fun-
damentally changed, most analysts tend
to explain the Russian position on the
Svrian crisis in historic perspective and
consequence predict a return of the
Cold War divide.

Internal opposition

In fact, except for its nuclear arsenal
and a permanent membership in the
Council, Russia lacks today some of the
key characteristic of a superpower. Its
GDP, for example, is only one tenth of
that of the US — SI4.5 trillion (Dh$3.22
trillion). It lags far behind China too
— the second largest world economy
with a GDP of around $5.8 trillion. Rus-
sia’s population is also shrinking. When
the Cold War ended in 1991, Russia’s
population was 163 million. Today it is
approximately 147 million and is set to
further decline. Having said that; Rus-
sia’s support of the Syrian regime must
be seen as dotcn;n'e rather than aggres-

i B

external

ment fears (hc fast-growing internal
opposition movement since the carly
December parliamentary elections,
which was marred by fraud and bal-
lot stuffing. Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin, who is seeking a return to the
presidency next month, seems to be
convinced that any popular protest in
any part of the world, and especially in
the Middle East, is supported by the

US: it will have a domino effect and it
will hence be inspiring for his internal
opposition. The closer he, therefore,
gets to the March election, the more
resistance he will produce to prevent
a victory by the opposition in Syria.
Here, Putin is in fact defending him-
self not the Syrian regime.

Externally, ever since the collapse of
the Soviet Union, Moscow has been
struggling to prevent the US from
penetrating into its strategic belt in
Cauc and Central Asia. Although
Moscow has retained its influence
over most of the former Soviet repub-
lics which have formerly been lost to
the US, Russia remains absolutely irri-
tated by Nato's expansion into most of
tern Europe and Russia’s western
frontiers. The deployment of the US
defence shield in Eastern Europe and

Turkey is also a matter of great con-
cern. Opposing western policies on
Syria is a means to mmpl.nn against
western meddling in Russia’s strategic
sphere and for ignoring its national
interests in many other parts of the
world, more recently in Libya,

Finally, Russia seems to be concerned
about the rise of Turkey's influence in
the Middle East, the Balkans, Central
Asia and Caucasia, With one third of
its population being Muslims, Russia
views Turkey's policies, especially un-
der the Islamically-oriented govern-
ment of the AKP, with great suspicion.
Turkey is marketing itself as model of
liberal Islam in the Islamic world and
with the ascendance of Islamist forces
inall of the Arab countries which have
so far witnessed change; Turkey is act-
ing or presenting itself as a mentor for
these fore

Bearing in mind the centuries-old
historic animosity between the Sunni
Muslim Ottoman Empire and Christian
Moscow is absolutely alarmed
by the rise of Turkey and its interpreta-
tion of Islam. Should the Syrian regime
fall too, Turkey, which has openly sup-
ported the opposition, is set to benefit
the most. For Moscow, this will funda-
mentally change the balance of power in
aregion that stretches from central Asia
to the Middle East and from the Balkans
and Caucasia to the Gulf. With Iran’s
position weakening too, Russia, which
attempts to present itself as a mode
tor between Tehran and the West, will
also become irrelevant. Russia’s new as-
sertiveness must hence be understood
within this context and its support for
the Syrian regime is in fact more about
defending its own interests rather than
those of Damascus.

Dr Marwan Kabalan is the Dean of

the Faculty of International Relations
and Diplomacy, Kalamoon University,
Damascus, £
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Syria locks down Hama on
massacre anniversary

BEIRUT — Syrian security forces
fanned out in Hama on Thursday
as protesters splashed red paint
symbolising blood in the streets to
mark the 30th anniversary of a no-
torious massacre carried out by
President Bashar Assad’s father
and predecessor.

The Hama massacre of 1982,
which levelled entire neighbour-
hoods and killed thousands of
people, has become a rallying cry
for the Syrian uprising that began
nearly 11 months ago in the hopes
of ending four decades of the As-
sad family rule.

Hundreds of troops and secu-
rity forces were in Hama on Thurs-
day, closing off public squares and
setting up checkpoints.

“There is a checkpoint every
100 meters,” said Ahmed Jimejmi,
a Hama resident.

Activists painted two streets in
Hama red to symbolise blood, and
threw red dye in the waters of
Hama’s famous and ancient water
wheels.

Graffition the walls read: “Hafez
died, and Hama didn’t. Bashar will
die, and Hama won't.”

Assad’s father, Hafez, ordered
the scorched-earth assault on
Hama 30 years ago to put down an
uprising against his rule. Amnesty
International has claimed that
10,000-25,000 were Kkilled,
though conflicting figures exist
and the Syrian government has
never made an official estimate.

For the next two decades, until
his death, Hafez Assad ruled un-
contested and the massacre was
seared into the minds of Syrians.

Now, as the country faces a far
larger revolt against Bashar Assad,
the UN estimates more than 5,400
people have been killed in the gov-

A demonstrator covering his face flashes the victory sigh during a
protest against Bashar Al Assad in Qudsaya, Damascus.— Reuters

ernment crackdown. Also Thurs-
day, a top defence official said
Russia will not stop selling arms to
Syria as Moscow stands by its
longtime ally despite mounting
international condemnation over
the Syrian regime’s bloody crack-
down.

Russia’s Deputy Defence Min-
ister Anatoly Antonov said his
country is not violating any inter-
national obligations by selling
weapons to Damascus.

“As of today there are no re-
strictions on our delivery of weap-
ons,” he told journalists in Russia,
according to the country’s state

news agencies. “We must fulfil our
obligations and this is what we are
doing.”

Moscow has been one of Syria’s
most powerful allies — along with
Iran — as Syria tries to crush the
revolt against President Bashar
Assad.

Moscow’s stance is motivated
in part by its strategic and defense
ties, including weapons sales, with
Syria. But Russia also rejects what
it sees as a a world order domi-
nated by the US Last month,
Russia reportedly signed a
$550-million deal to sell combat
jets to Syria.— AP
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Moscow will be
held to account
on Syrian crisis

ow many more innocent civilians must die before the blood-
shed in Syria is stopped? Foreign ministers at the UN Secu-
rity Council in New York are asking themselves a version
of that question this week. And yet, there may be only one
government in a position to answer, and it’s not the one
clinging to power in Damascus.

Over the past week, Moscow’s objections to a Security Council resolu-
tion on Syria turned from an irritant to a deadly obstacle. Hundreds of
opposition members have been killed as diplomats dither, adding to the
more than 5,400 Syrian deaths since March.

Moscow may not be pulling the trigger, but neither is it doing what it
can to halt the bloodshed. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Gennady
Gatilov’s claim this week that a resolution would be a “path to civil war”
isjust the type of circular logic that will ensure the violence continues.

A Security Council resolution alone would notimmediately halt the vi-
olence, butthe absence of one will almost certainly embolden President
Bashar Al Assad to continue his brutality. Moscow’s very threat of a veto
has given Mr Al Assad a sense of misplaced righteousness.

Bungling by the Arab League’s observer mission has also given the
false impression that the current Syrian regime can weather the inter-
national condemnation. That is why a unified voice in New York is so
important to ending the crisis.

In truth, Russia may be less opposed to an international solution than
itisin favourof protecting its own interests. Russia’s ties to the Assads s
strong, dating back to the Soviet Union. Moscow’s top Middle Eastarms
customeris on the ropes, and the loss of roughly 7 per cent of Russia’s
defence market is in the crosshairs. As recently as January, Moscow was
inking deals for fighter jets worth over $500 million (Dh1.8 billion). A
senior official said yesterday there were no plans to halt arms shipments
to the rogue regime.

But Moscow’s position may be softening. Yesterday, another senior
Russian diplomat conceded his countrywould onlyveto an “unaccepta-

ble” resolution. The task now is to craft
ameasure that has enough teeth to in-
fluence the behaviour of the Assads. If
that includes an explicit renunciation
ofarmed foreign intervention, it might

Moscow has real be worth the concession.

power to curb Capitals from Doha to Washington
may take a hard line on Damascus, but

th € b/ OOdSh ed itis erstwhile friends that have the most

influence. Moscow has real power to
curb the bloodshed of innocents, or al-
ternatively to shirkits responsibility.
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Opposition protests to
mark Hama killings

DAMASCUS — Syria’s oppo-
sition called protests yesterday
to mark the 30th anniversary
of the Hama massacre, as the
United Nations moved closer
to agreement on action to halt
a crackdown on dissent.

Demonstrations were o1-
ganised in various cities in
memory of the people who
perished i February 1982
when then president Hafez al
Assad, father of the current
president Bashar, launched a
assault on the central town to
crush a revolt.

The anniversary took place
as the government i Damas-
cus battles to crush an unprec-
edented revolt that has left
more than 6,000 people dead
since mid-March, according
to estimates of human rights
groups. The city of Hama defi-
antly painted roads in red and
staged a general strike yester-
day, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said.

In the town of Al Maadami-
yeh, near Damascus, a Syrian
dissident was killed by secu-

rity forces before his body was
thrown off the rooftop of his
home in front of his wife and
children, the Observatory said.
Explosions rocked the town of
Talfita, a focal point of secu-
rity operations also near the
capital and home to the muli-
tary prison of Saidnaya, while
the army kept up its lockdown
on Rankus, a hideout of army
deserters it said.

Videos posted on YouTube
showed student protests held
i the capital and on the out-
skirts of the capital to mark the
Hama carnage.

International  efforts  to
stop the bloodshed have so
far failed, with Russia firm-
ly opposed to an Arab- and
Western-backed UN Security
Council resolution condemn-
ing the violence.

But diplomats hinted in
New York on Wednesday that
a compromise to overcome
Russia’s objections was pos-
sible. “We have made some
progress today,” Britain’s UN
Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant

told reporters after a three-hour
meeting of council members.

Russia’s  envoy  Vitaly
Churkin also said there was
a much better understanding
of what needed to be done to
reach a consensus. “T think it
was a pretty good session,” he
said. French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe said Russia had
a “less negative” attitude to-
wards the resolution and a vote
could take place “perhaps”
next week.

The draft resolution, intro-
duced by Morocco, calls for
the formation of a unity gov-
ernment leading to “transpar-
ent and free elections,” rather
than for Assad to step down as
proposed in an Arab League
plan. It stresses that there will
be no foreign military inter-
vention in Syria as there was
mn Libya.

A new draft was expect-
ed to be prepared following
Wednesday’s talks and submit-
ted to Council members later
for new discussions, diplomats
said. — AFP
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