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Le Monde (France)

Lamédecine, arme de la répression en Syrie

Meédecins sans frontieres dénonce la persécution des praticiens qui soignent les opposants

epuis sesdébuts,ilyabien-
D tot onze mois, la répres-

sion en Syrie n'épargne
pas les enfants dont 400 sont
morts sur un total de plus de
7000 victimes, selon le décompte
tenu par des militants des droits
de 'homme. Mais I'implacable
machine répressive du régime de
Bachar Al-Assad présente une
autre «particularité», moins
connue: elle vise en priorité les
blessés et les personnels soi-
gnants. La médecine transformée
en arme de guerre, ou plutot en
«arme de persécution» : c’est cet-
te pratique aujourd hui systémati-
que en Syrie— comme ce fut le cas
en Tchétchénie, en Bosnie et plus
récemment a Bahrein - que
dé Médeci frontiere:

(MSF) dans uncommuniqué et un
rapport rendus publics mercredi
8février. « Aujourd’hui, en Syrie,
résume Marie-Pierre Allié, prési-
dente de MSF, les blessés et les
meédecins sont pourchassés et cou-
rentlerisqued’étrearrétésettortu-
rés par les services de sécurité.»

Aprés des mois de silence,
I'ONG frangaise, qui a longtemps
espéré — sans succes — obtenir
l'autorisation de travailler en
Syrie, a décidé de prendre la paro-
le. «Dés le mois de mai, nous
avons étéinterpellés par des méde-
cins syriens vivant a I'étranger et
en contact avec leurs confréres de
l'intérieur», raconte Dounia
Dekhili, responsable ajointe des
urgences a MSF.

Sans prétendre a I'exhaustivi-
té, les entretiens réalisés par MSF
dans les pays limitrophes de la
Syrie démontrent une volonté
systématique des forces de sécuri-
téd’empécher les soins aux mani-
festantsblessés, deles traquer jus-
que dans les lieux hospitali

« Les snipers ouvrent le feu sur tout véhicule transportant des blessés »

PRESENT A HOMS pour Le Monde, dans les quartiers contro-

lésparl'opp syrienne, le ph

Mani racon-

dans les étages des immeubles, sur les toits ou sur les barra-
ges des forc é

ces tireurs

d’arréter et de persécuter les
médecins se risquant a travailler
pour des structures clandestines.
Ilenrésulte des carences médica-
les catastrophiques en personnel
médical et en matériel, alors que

te uneville en état de guerre :

«Quartier de Karm Al-Zaitoun. Les snipers loyalistes font
de nombreuses victimes civiles jour aprés jour. Installés

tuent et mutilent les passants avec une terrifiante régulari-
té. Les blessés sont évacués vers le centre de santé le plus
proche pour recevoir les premiers soins, puis vers une clini-

que privée s'ils sont grievement atteints. Le transport doit
se faire avec beaucoup de précautions, car les tireurs
embusqués ouvrent le feu sur tout véhicule transportant
des blessés. Le 26 janvier, cet homme touché a la poitrine
ne survivra pas a ses blessures. » @PHOTO: MANIPOUR« LE MONDE »

Tous les hopitaux publics sont
blicés d %

dans les pires circonstances, ils

le pays compte probabl

aux

plusieurs dizaines de milliers de
blessés par balles et que le nom-
bre de morts quotidien dépasse
réguliérement la centaine depuis
une semaine.

Les témoignages, recueillis par
MSF dans les pays limitrophes
(Liban, Jordanie, Turquie) ou ont
fui les civils syriens, sont anony-
mes pour raisons de sécurité. Le
« patient 2» résume la situation :
«En Syrie, on ne peut pas aller
dans un hépital, parce que soit ils
vous amputent du membre blessé
soit ils vous emménent en prison.
J'ai été détenu deux fois et, ce que
jai vu, c’est que certains prison-

8 PP P
tants des services de sécurité pré-
sentsdans les locaux I'identité des
admis et la nature de leurs blessu-
res. Le Croissant-Rouge est lié au
régime et le ministére de I'inté-
rieur a pris le contrdle de la ban-
quedu sang. «L’hopital est un lieu

Des établissements
comme 'hopital
militaired’Homs sont
transformeés
encentres
d'interrogatoire

niers sont aband és, jusqu’a ce
que leurs blessures pourrissent. Ils
n’étaient pas emmenés a I'hopi-
tal, certains sont morts juste a
coté de moi pendant que d’autres
urinaient du sang a cause des
hémorragies internes dont ils
souffraient.»

dangereux», confirme M™ Dekhi-
1i, de MSF, soit parce que I'on peut
y étre arrété, soit parce que l'on
peut s’y voir refuser des soins, et
méme y étre amputé de force,
comme le confirme le patient 1,
blessé a la main. « Normalement,

retiré un doigt ou tout
simplementfait un bandage, mais
ils m’ont amputé a partir du poi-
gnet (...). L'hopital de Damas? Ils
avaient tout ce qu'’il fallait et ils
auraient pu traiter ma main. Mais
le plus étrange est qu’ils I'ont
amputée.» Le patient4 assure
s'étre vu refuser des soins pen-
dant vingt-cinq jours, a I'excep-
tion d'une perfusion.

Pire, le patients a été envoyé
dans un centre de torture ouila
perdu la moitié de sa main.
M™Dekhili, de MSF, explique
avoir recueilli des témoignages
selon lesquels des patients stabili-
sés ont été retrouvés le lendemain
alamorgue par leur famille.

Ilarrive que les établissements
eux-mémes, comme ['hopital
militaire d' Homs, soient transfor-
més en centres d’interrogatoire
parles services de renseignement,
parfois avec I'aide du personnel
soignant. A l'inverse, il advient

1h

quele traite
lesblessés en falsifiant leuridenti-
té et la nature de leurs blessures.

Conséquence logique de ces
entraves, un systeme de santé
clandestin a été mis sur pied avec
les moyens du bord. Outre les cli-
niques privées, qui sont particu-
lierement surveillées, il s'agit
essentiellement de fermes, de
caves, garages ou salles de bains
transformés pendant quelques
jours ou quelques heures en lieu
de soins. L'équipement est rudi-
mentaire. Le patient3 raconte
avoir vu un infirmier recoudre
des plaies avec une aiguille et du
fil, sans anesthésiant.

Ces cliniques improvisées doi-
vent constamment déménager de
peur d'étre mises au jour par les
services de sécurité. Les militants
y conduisent médecins et blessés
lesyeux bandés, par crainte d'infil-
trations. Le personnel soignant
quiy travaille estunecible privilé-
giée de la répression. C'est ce

qu’ le « 17, un
chirurgien généraliste obligé de
quitter la Syrie, ou il risquait
d'étre arrété et torturé al'instar de
nombreux confréres. Il souligne
les carences en échographes,
tables d’opération et respirateurs
artificiels. « I manque aussi des
stérilisateurs, des anesthésiants,

des poches de sang, des antibioti-
ques et des fixateurs internes pour
les fractures», compléte Dounia
Dekhili.

MSF travaille avec des réseaux
de Syriens a l'étranger qui
essaient de faire parvenirde I'aide
médicale dans leur pays.®

CHRISTOPHEAYAD

Fauteuils & Canapés Club
Haut de Gamme
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Libération (France)

EDITORIAL
Par FRANCOIS SERGENT

«Valeurs»

Les témoignages
effroyables des opposants
syriens que nous publions,
les photos qui nous
parviennent de gamins
tués, de mains réduites

4 des moignons, de bras
tailladés montrent
I'innommable horreur
d’un régime qui a fait de
la torture une méthode de
gouvernement.

C’est ce méme régime que
le ministre de I'Intérieur,
si soucieux des «valeurs»
et de «civilisation»,

a défendu et
complaisamment
fréquenté lorsqu’il était le
plus proche conseiller de
Sarkozy. Depuis, comme
le montre notre enquéte,
d’autres experts,
journalistes et demi-solde
de I'extréme droite ont
pris le relais.

IIs ne sont pas les seuls.
ATONU, les Russes et les
Chinois se sont opposés a
une résolution pourtant
bien timide mais qui aurait
malgré tout marqué la
condamnation par la
communauté
internationale du boucher
de Damas. On connait les
raisons des régimes
chinois etrusse, quine
veulent pas que le
précédent syrien autorise
le reste dumonde &
s'intéresser i ce qui se
passe au Tibet, en
Tehétchénie ou en Ossétie.
Ce veto opposé par la
Russie devrait interpeller
ses partenaires du G8.

Le couple au pouvoir &
Moscou partage-t-il
vraiment les mémes
principes que la
communauté des nations
ou de la Ligue arabe, quia
fini par renier ses années
de défense des dictatures?
Le prochain sommet du
G8, en mai a Chicago,
pourrait étre une bonne
occasion d’interroger
Poutine,
vraisemblablement
fraichement €lu président
(avec les méthodes que
I’on sait) sur ses
«valeurs».

Lune des victimes

des sévices infligés par
le régime de Damas
expose ses plaies,

a Amman, mar

| HIE
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Les victimes d’Al-Assa

Des Syriens réfugiés en
Jordanie ont rapporté a
«Libération» les tortures
infligées par les services
de sécurité.

Par AUDE MARCOVITCH
Envoyée spéciale & Amman (Jordanie)

ihad s’assied sur un petit lit au-dessus

duquel a été suspendu un drapeau aux

bandes verte, blanche et noire et aux trois

étoiles rouges, le nouveau symbole des
Syriens en insurrection contre Bachar al-As-
sad. Il tient sa main un peu a I’écart, comme
si ce chicot énorme et purulent, oi1 ne subsis-
tent qu'un auriculaire et un bout
d’index, ne lui appartenait plus
vraiment. Cette main, Jihad I'a per-
due dans une des tortures que les hommes du
régime syrien prodiguent a tous ceux qu'ils in-
carcerent. Le visage étonnamment calme etle
sourire tranquille, comme déconnecté des
cruautés qu'il a endurées, il raconte. En sep-
tembre, lors d'une manifestation a Deraa, pe-
tite ville du sud o1 ont ét€ observés les premiers
signes d’opposition au pouvoir, I’homme de

REPORTAGE

34 ans est arrété par les militaires. Lors de son
interrogatoire, on lui demande de se prosterner
devant une photo de Bachar al-Assad. Il refuse.
Ilva méme jusqu'a déchirer le cliché qu'on ui
brandit devant les yeux. «Ils m’ont dit a deux
reprises qu'ils allaient me couper la main, mais
Jje ne pensais pas qu’un Syrien pouvait couper la
main d’un autre Syrien», raconte-t-il. Apres
avoir été fouetté avec des cables, recudes dé-
charges électriques sur les jambes, Jihad est fi-
nalement suspendu en croix, les yeux bandés.
1l sent qu’on lui attache quelque chose a la
main et entend ses tortionnaires s’éloigner de
quelques pas. Aprés quelques secondes, ils ac-
tivent un détonateur et font exploser sa main.

«BALLE EMPOISONNEE». Comme Jihad, quel-
ques dizaines de Syriens ont pu passer clandes-
tinement en Jordanie pour faire soigner leurs
blessures. Corganisation humanitaire Méde-
cins sans frontiéres (MSF) a monté un pro-
gramme a leur attention 2 Amman, la capitale,
ol sont traités les cas de chirurgie
reconstructrice (lire aussi page 5).
Antoine Foucher, chef de mission de
MSE, estime 2 400 le nombre de Syriens blessés
suffisamment valides pour pouvoir atteindre
les frontiéres turque, libanaise ou jordanienne.
«Un chiffreimportant qui est un indicateur du fort
niveau des violences sur le terrain», juge-t-il.
Coté jordanien, les autorités ont mobilisé leurs
hépitaux, notamment pres de la frontiére, pour
accueillir les blessés. Mais le royaume préfere

L'ESSENTIEL

LE CONTEXTE

Des centaines de victimes de la
répression du régime syrien affluent en
Jordanie, la plupart ont été torturées.

L'ENJEU

Malgré la répression, la contestation
continue.

rester discret sur ses actions, pour maintenir
un semblant de calme dans ses rapports avec
son grand voisin du nord.

Khaled Abou Zyiad, 28 ans, loge avec Jihad et
huit autres blessés dans un petit appartement
perché sur une des collines d’Amman. C'est
une association de femmes syriennes qui paie
leloyer. Lui aussi a perdu une main, lors d*une
manifestation: «J/’essayais de filmer le plus pos-
sible surmon téléphone portable, pour envoyer les
séquences aux télévisions. Jele tenais en hauteur
au-dessus de lafoule et, @ un moment, ils ont tiré
sur ma main. La balle était empoisonnée et, par
la suite, la blessure s’est infectée.» Arrété a deux
reprises lors de manifestations et conduit dans
des camps militaires installés depuis plusieurs
mois a Deraa, il y a subi ce qui semble étre la
torture rituelle infligée aux détenus, 1'électri-
cité. «Jls m’ont mis des charges sur lapoitrine et

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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racontent leur calvaire

les parties génitales, et quandils circuler
le jus, je perdais souvent connaissance. D’autres
fois, ils m’installaient sur une roue et étiraient mes
jambes et mes bras.» Dans une logorrhée
difficile a interrompre, Khaled parle de sa
haine de ce pouvoir qui s’est retourné contre
son peuple et qui 'humilie, évoque ses six fré-
res, tous arrétés, tous torturés. «Certains n’y
survivent pas. Un de mes amis avait été arrété,
raconte-t-il. Quelque temps aprés, les
militaires sont venus jeter son corps
devant la maison ses parents.»

A la question de savoir qui sont les
tortionnaires, les blessés sont parta-
gés. «Ily ades alaouites [la commu-
nauté dont est issu le régime, ndlr],
c’est stir, on ’entend aleur accent »,
dit 1'un en expliquant que les tortures sont gé-
néralement subies les yeux bandés. Un autre
estime que «des raniens sontla aussi». «Ils évi-
tent de parler pour ne pas qu’on sache qui ils
sont», reléve-t-il. «Ily aunpeu de tout», con-
clut un troisi¢me.

BRAS MEURTRIS. Comme un millier d’autres
prisonniers, Khaled a été libéré en novembre,
lorsque le président syrien a fait un geste de
bonne volonté a I'intention de la Ligue arabe.
Des amis I'ont conduit 4 'un des points médi-
caux de fortune installé secrétement chez des
particuliers. 11 y a regu des soins trés rudimen-
taires, a la hauteur des moyens dérisoires dont
disposent ces structures informelles. Razi

Marwan, 22 ans, arrété quarante- trois jours,
qui est sorti des services de sécurité syriens
avec des plaies dues a I'électricité et les bras
meurtris aprés avoir été suspendu des heures,
a été soigné par une de ces cellules de soins im-
provisées. Dans sa fuite vers la Jordanie, ila
emporté quelques produits médicaux. D'un sac
en plastique, Razi sort des flacons remplis
d’une solution d’eau salée, des bandes élasti-

Jihad sent qu’on lui attache quelque
chose ala main et entend ses
tortionnaires s’éloigner de quekjues pas.
Apres quelques secondes, ils activent un
détonateur et font exploser sa main.

ques et des compresses de gaz. C'est tout. «Pour
soigner ma main, ils n’avaient que ¢a, explique
ason tour Jihad. Et du fil a coudre. C’est un mé-
decin qui a refermé les blessures avec du fi, et j'ai

une partie des patients qui ont regu des soins
orthopédiques. Mince jeune homme 2 la voix
timide, Houssam a été blessé de deux balles
dans la jambe alors qu’il participait 2 un cor-
tege funéraire en aoQt. Pour passer coté jorda-
nien, il évoque un court périple dangereux. «Si
les militaires m’avaient vu ? Ils m’ auraient fait
¢a», dit-il en passant le pouce sous sa gorge.

CHARBONS ARDENTS. Saed est installé 2 une
table de la vaste salle des fétes de I'hotel. Le
visage buriné, un keffieh sur de la téte, il est,
446 ans, I'un des patients syrien les plus agés
croisés 2 Amman. Originaire d'un petit village
pres de Deraa, il a été arrété a trois reprises
pour avoir participé aux manifestations dans
la région. «Ils ont voulu me filmer et me faire
passer a la tdévision. Je devais dire que j’étais un
des meneurs, que j’avais re¢u des fonds d’Arabie
Saoudite et des armes de Jordanie, que j’avais
commis des actions terroristes et que je regrettais.

recu quelques pastilles du type p. étc
comme calmant. » Hormis le probléme de leur
approvisionnement, ces centres de soins doi-
vent étre constamment déplacés, pour ne pas
éveiller I'attention des services de sécurité. Razi
et ses camarades racontent le cas d'un médecin
séverement battu par 1'armée pour avoir soigné
un blessé dans son appartement.

Au dernier étage d’un hotel d’Amman, Ah-
med, 27 ans, fait sa séance de physiothérapie
dans une salle aménaggée a cet effet. C’estdans
ce batiment que Médecins sans frontitres loge

Jene px pas dire ¢a, non seule-
ment parce que cen’étdit pas vrai, mais parce que
tout mon village m’aurait tué aprés. » Alors Saed
a eu le pied briilé par des charbons ardents,
puis troué par de I’eau brtilante. Comme
d’autres, il a subi des violences sur ses parties
génitales. On lui a fait boire de grandes quanti-
tés d’eau, puis ses tortionnaires lui ont enserré
le sexe dans des liens pour I'empécher d'uri-
ner. Résultat: infection des reins. Il précise
dansun péle sourire: «80 % de ceux qui ont subi
¢arestent impuissants. » @
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SYRIE

SYRIE

Superficie 185 200 km?
Population 21,2 millions
PIB par habitant 2129 €
Evolution du PIB +3,2 %

Inflation 4,4 %
Chémage 8,3%
lllettrisme 20,4 %

19° sur 187 sur l'indicateur
de développement humain
(IDH)

Sources : donndes 2010 - FMI,
CIA, Prud 201 et BM 2005 (G

«Nous condamnons
évidemment toute
forme de violence
d’oir qu’elle vienne.
Mais il ne faut pas se
comporter comme
un éléphant dans
un magasin de
porcelaine. Il faut
laisser les Syriens
décider eux-meémes
deleur sort.»
Vladimir Poutine hier

LES FAITS DU JOUR

» Larmée syrienne a bom-
bardé a l'artillerie lourde
la ville rebelle de Homs
pour le cinquiéme jour
consécutif, faisant au
moins 50 morts hier, selon
les militants. Les communi-
cations et [électricité ont
été coupées, et la nourri-
ture se raréfie.

» Des dizaines de chars

pour le 7= jour d'affilée.
Lobjectif est de faire plier
cette ville de la province
de Damas devenue une
place forte de la révolte.

» Les autorités d'Ankara
ceuvrent a organiser
«dans les plus brefs
délais» une conférence
internationale avec les
acteurs régionaux et inter-
nationaux, a déclaré hier le
ministre turc des Affaires
étrangéres, Ahmet Davuto-
gu, affirmant que «la
Turquie ne permettra pas
que la région s'nstalle
dans linstabilité.
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Dans les rangs de I’Etat ou dans ceux de groupuscules d’extréme
droite, les soutiens au régime d’Al-Assad s’activent en sous-main.

Des réseaux francais
au service de la Syrie

y engagement de la France au plus
haut niveau contre le régime de
Bachar al-Assad suscite des in-

terrogations discrétes, y compris parmi
certains diplomates et experts de la ré-
gion. «On s’est planté», disait franche-
ment I'un d’entre eux début janvier, a
propos de la capacité de résistance du
régime. Il reste en effet dans la haute
administration de nombreux nostalgi-
ques de I'époque ol1 la coopération en-
tre la France et la Syrie était pleine de
promesses, notamment au plan sécuri-
taire, quand Claude Guéant faisait des
sauts réguliers 2 Damas en 2007 et
2008, ou ceux qui craignent une releve
islamiste aprés le renversement du pou-
voir.

Plus direct, Jean-Marie Le Pen, accu-
sant récemment 1'Occident de vouloir
«mettre au pouvoir les islamistes partout
dans cette région du monde>», a réjoui les
médias officiels syriens. Ses propos vont
droit dans le sens du message essentiel
d’un régime qui se dit victime d’un
«complot américano-sioniste» agissant
a travers des bandes de terroristes sala-
fistes.

«Ré-information». Cette théorie du
complot contre la Syrie, bastion auto-
proclamé de la résistance a Israél et aux
plans occidentaux dans la région est re-
layée en France par une galaxie impro-
bable de mouvements. On y retrouve
péle- méle des militants anti-impéria-
listes, des propalestiniens, d’autres
d’extréme droite en passant par le Ré-
seau Voltaire de Thierry Meyssan. Cer-
tains experts et «géostrateges» diffu-
sent les mémes messages. Dans la droite
ligne de la communication officielle sy-
rienne, ces différents milieux s’em-
ploient depuis des mois 4 dénoncer les
meédias arabes et occidentaux «quien-
foncent les gens dans la tromperie et la
duperie» sur la «réalité» de ce qui se
passe en Syrie. Une «agence deré-infor-
mation sur I'actualité en Syrie» a été spé-
cialement créée en juin pour épingler
médias et journalistes frangais en parti-
culier. Son site (infosyrie. fr) a été cons-
truit par Riwal, une agence de commu-
nication parisienne, qui confirme étre
«en charge du développement et de la
maintenance mais n'intervient en aucun
cas sur le contenuou la ligne éditoriale»,
selon Frédéric Chatillon, son gérant. Fi-
gure connue de 'extréme droite, cet

ancien du GUD ne serait donc qu'un
«prestataire de service», selon les termes
de Marine Le Pen qui I’a défendu ré-
cemment dans une interview sur
France Inter.

A travers sa branche Riwal Syria, «spé-
cialisée dans la promotion des sociétés
privées et des institutions publiques sy-
riennes en France», ’agence a mené des
campagnes ces dernieres années pour
des sociétés syriennes réputées, tel le
confiseur Ghraoui ou le ministére sy-
rien du Tourisme. Frédéric Chatillon
s’est occupé personnellement du déve-
loppement syrien de sa société, grace
a ses contacts dans les milieux d’affai-
res proches du régime. «Lactivité de
Riwal en Syrie a été maintenue malgré le
gel de la majeure partie de notre activité
sur place. Nous attendons des jours
meilleurs car nous sommes persuadés que
la crise sera surmontée grdce aux réfor -
mes annoncées», explique Chatillon. I1

Des mouvements s’emploient
depuis des mois a dénoncer

les meédias arabes et occidentaux

«qui enfoncent les gens dans

la tromper-ie et la duperie» sur la

«réalité» en Syrie.

se montre aujourd’hui peu disert sur
les éventuels conseils en communica-
tion qu'il continuerait d’apporter au
gouvernement de Damas. Pourtant, le
30 octobre encore, il apparait dans une
manifestation «pro-Bachar» au Pan-
théon filmée par Canal-+.

Voyage de presse. Comme d’autres,
Frédéric Chatillon a trouvé dans la
cause du régime syrien une belle occa-
sion de faire des affaires tout en servant
ses convictions. Bien moins discrets,
certains de ses amis se sont lancés acti-
vement dans les relations publiques de
Bachar al-Assad, tels Alain Soral, an-
cien membre du comité central du
Front national qui anime le mouvement
Egalité et Réconciliation, Christian
Bouchet, également lepéniste, ou en-
core le Belge Michel Collon, «spédaliste
de la désinformation» comme il se pré-
sente lui-méme sur son blog. Ces mili-
tants ont participé a un voyage de
presse en Syrie en aofit 2011, aux cotés
de journalistes russes, chinois et liba-
nais ainsi que de Thierry Meyssan. Ce

dernier qui s’est fait connaitre par son
ouvrage I’Effroyable imposture, mettant
en cause la réalité des attentats du
11 Septembre, est quasiment installé a
Beyrouth. Commentateur régulier sur
al-Manar, la chaine du Hezbollah, il est
I'un propagandiste affiché de’axe an-
ti-impérialiste Iran-Syrie- Hezbollah.
Ce genre de littérature est largement re-
layé par certains milieux propalesti-
niens antisionistes, notamment Pales-
tine Solidarité ,une plateforme d’'ONG
proches du Hamas dont le site renvoie
en premier lieu sur celui du Centre
d’information palestinien a Gaza.
Profil bas. Dans cette constellation,
apparait également Richard Labévitre,
ancien de RFI, présenté comme «grand
Jjournaliste franc¢ais» sur le site officiel
Syria News quand il parle du «complot»
auquel la Syrie est confrontée, mené
par Israél et s’appuyant sur les Fréres
musulmans. Cet auteur d'un ouvrage au
titre trompeur Quand la Syrie
se réveillera, paru en jan-
vier 2011 et faisant la promo-
tion du pays de Bachar al-
Assad, fait profil bas ces der-
niers temps. I1s’est rendu a
Damas en décembre pour
«unemission d’information et
d’évaluation» menée par une
ancienne ministre algérienne avec le
Centre international de recherche et
d’étude sur le terrorisme (Ciret), pré-
sidé par Yves Bonnet, ancien chef de la
Direction de la surveillance du territoire
(DST). Richard Labévitre a refusé de
commenter ou de répondre aux ques-
tions de Libération, apres avoir été cité
comme référence par une élégante
sexagénaire qui, a la fin d'une confé-
rence d'un chercheur syrien a I'Institut
du Monde arabe le 10 janvier, a luun
texte sur le soutien financier de la CIA
aux protestataires.
Le peu d’influence, voire la contre-pro-
ductivité de tous ces défenseurs qui li-
vrent leurs témoignages, analyses et
«informations alternatives» sur des sites
confidentiels ?eprenant souvent les
meémes articles), ne semble pas déran-
ger leurs sponsors syriens. Ces derniers,
des milieux d’affaires proches du pou-
voir, sont sollicités par le régime pour
contribuer bon gré mal gré a ses opéra-
tions de communication.

HALA KODMANI
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Valeurs actuelles (France)

L.e chemin
russe de Damas

Syrie Dernier grand
allié du régime syrien,
la Russie pourrait
lacher Assad contre
des compensations.
Ses intéréts stratégiques
sonten jeu.
ngroupe aéronaval russe de huit
batiments de guerre et navires
d’appui conduit par le seul
porte-avions de la flotte russe,
I’ Amiral-Kouznetsov, vient de faire
escale, les 8 et 9 janvier, dans le port

syrien de Tartous. Sana, I’agence de
presse syrienne, n’a pas manqué de

souligner ce « signe de solidarité avec le
peuple syrien ». Banale dans le cadre
d’une campagne normale d’entraine-
ment, cette visite prend un relief parti-
culier alors que la Russie, principal
soutien au régime contesté de Bachar
al-Assad, vient d’exercer son droit de
veto au Conseil de sécurité de 'Onu
pour bloquer unerésolution condam-
nant le régime syrien.

Cette escale a grand spectacle serait,
aux yeux de certains, la preuve que la
Russie est préte a en découdre sur ce
dossier avecles Occidentaux, parce que

sesintéréts stratégiques dans larégion
sont en jeu. Le général Nikolai Maka-
rov, chef de I'état-major général del'ar-
mée russe, a dit désamorcer la crise:
« Cette mission d’entrainement 1’a rien
a voir avec la situation au Proche-
Orient. Les navires russes ont fait une
escale a Tartous pour se réapprovision-
ner, parce quece port abrite la seule base
navale de la marine russe dans cette
région. » Serguei Lavrov, le ministre
russe des Affaires étrangeéres, précisait :
« Si quelqu’un a lintention d utiliser la
force par tous les moyens, nous ne pour-
rons certainement pas nous y opposer. »

Moscou a pour I'instant choisi de se
battre sur le front diplomatique. Vitali
Tchourkine, son représentant perma-
nentau Conseil de sécurité des Nations
unies, est a la manceuvre pour freiner
les velléités coercitives de'Onu contre

JOSEFH EID/AFP

Les présidents
syrien Bachar

al-Assad

La position russe n'est pas seulement
fondée sur des principes. Dans cette
région, la Russie défend d’abord et
avant tout sa présence, construite de
longue date. La Syrie est un client
important (armes, énergie) de Moscou,
un partenaire militaire de premier
plan, dont 'importance est soulignée
par ce port de Tartous, la seule base
navale offerte aux Russes en Méditer-
ranée. IIs ont commencé a'aménager
pour accueillir de plus grands navires,
y compris des porteurs d’armes nu-
cléaires.

Prés de 20 milliards de dollars
d’investissements russes en 2009

La Russie est le principal fournisseur
d’armesde la Syrie, avec des contrats en
cours évalués a 4,5 milliards de dollars
(chasseurs Mig-29SMT, systémes de
défense antiaérienne, missiles tactiques
Iskander, deux sous-marins conven-
tionnels de classe “Amour”).Le dernier
accord, en date du 23 janvier, porte sur
la livraison de trente-six avions d’en-
trainement Jak-130 pour une valeur de
550 millions de dollars. Les investis-
sements russes en Syrie ont atteint
19,4 milliards de dollars en 2009. Stroi-
transgaz construit une usine de traite-
ment de gaz naturel et Tatneft contri-
bue a I’extraction de pétrole dans un
joint-venture avec la société pétroliere
d’Etat syrienne.

Moscou ne peut que s'opposer a des
sanctions économiques qui bloque-
raient ses entreprises. Echaudée par
'exemple de la Libye (avec un manque
a gagner de 4 milliards de dollars),
dossier sur lequel le Kremlin s’est fait
avoir en mars 2011 —la résolution de
I’Onu avait débouché sur une inter-
vention de 'Otan —, la Russie craint
qu’une solution militaire ne ruine ses
relations avec un nouveau régime qui
ne lui serait pas favorable.

Cette position n'est pas
totalement verrouillée. Le
Kremlinsaitquelerégi-

le régime syrien. Son pays etrusse me Assad peut s’effondrer,
dispose d’une “arme fatale”: Dmitri ce qui l'incite a garder le
son droit de veto de membre Medvedev. contact avec 'opposition

permanent du Conseil. Déja
utilisée en octobre dernier, elle
aété de nouveau mise en ceuvre
ce 4 février. Sur ce dossier, la
Russie peut compter sur une
alliée de poids: la Chine. Les
deux pays s opposent a toute ingérence
dans les affaires intérieures d’un Etat
membre, principe reconnu par ’arti-
cle 2.7 du chapitre I de la Charte des
Nations unies.

Une alliance
militaire et
commerciale
de plus de

quarante ans.

syrienne. Moscou voudrait
organiser avec la Ligue ara-
be, en Russie, une rencontre
entre le pouvoir et'opposi-
tion. Les divisions des oppo-
sants rendent la tache diffi-
cile, mais le Kremlin semble prét a
accepter toute solution quilui permet-
trait de garantir sa présence a Tartous
et la pérennité de ses contrats écono-
miques. PIERRE LORRAIN
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Paris-Match (France)

Lhécatombe se poursuit en Syrie. Alors
que le monde entier, 3 commencer par la
Ligue arabe, demande a Bachar El-Assad
de se retirer, la répression s'est intensifiée
ces derniers jours. Dans la nuit du ven-
dredi3 au samedi 4 février, 230 civils de
Homs, laville rebelle, ont été tués lors d'un
terrible bombardement. Le lendemain, la
Russie et la Chine, toutes deux membres
du Conseil de sécurité, ont mis leur veto a
une nouvelle résolution de 'Onu présentée
il y a deux semaines par le Maroc. Bien
qu'elles aient appelé elles-mémes & un
retour au calme, ces deux puissances ne
veulent pas céder aux Occidentaux et a
leurs alliés comme elles I'avaient fait au
moment de la révolution libyenne. Serguei
Lavrov, le ministre des Affaires étrangéres
russe a dénoncé la «réaction hystérique »
de'Occident. Alors qu'il s'apprétait lundia
partir pour Damas, une vingtaine de civils
sonttombés sous les tirs de l'armée régu-
ligre. Le méme jour, les Etats-Unisont fermé
leur ambassade dans la capitale syrienne.

Sur son lit de mort, Mohammad Baakour abattu

le 27 janvier par un sniper de | armée syrienne dans la petite
vifle dAl-Qsair, & 25 kilométres au sud-ouest de Homs.

W avait 14 ans. Prés de 400 enfants ont trouvéla mort
depuis le début de b révolte en mars 2011.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network




Jeudi 9 février 2012, #48, p. 11 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 11

EN SYRIE, SOUS LCEIL DUMONDE ’
IMPUISSANT, LA PLACE FORTE DES REBELLES
SUNNITES A DES PLAIES DE VILLE MARTYRE

REQUIEM
POUR HOMS

PHOTOS ALESSIO ROMENZI
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" étaﬂon anti-Assad le vendred]

2.2 Al-Qsair. La ville est assiégée

par l'a.nn"éédépuis début novembre.
On.ya recensé au total 65 morts.
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POUR LES CIVILS EN PREMIERE
LIGNE, LES MAISONS SE TRANSFORMENT
EN HOPITAUX DE FORTUNE

. Samedi 28janvier 3 ALQsa,
' adolescaat blessé par un ti de lamnée
. syrienne regoit les premiers soins des

" mains dinfimiers improvisés.

~

Hépital de
campagne installé
dans une banale
maison aménagée
alava-vite et
dont ladresse doit
absolument
demeurer secréte.
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Die Welt (Allemagne / Germany)

Endspiel um Assad

In Syrien kimpfen auch der Iran und die Tiirkei: Beide Lander ringen um Einfluss

= Ankara unterstiitzt
verdeckt die Rebellen.
Teheran demonstriert
Einigkeit mit Damaskus

er regierungsnahe syri-

sche Radiosender Schams

FM strahlie eine bemer-
kenswerte Nachricht aus: Syrien
und die Tiirkei verhandelten
heimlich iiber die Freilassung von
49 tirkischen Geheimdienstoffi-
zieren, die auf syrischem Gebiet
gefasst worden seien, wo sie Re-
bellen der ,Syrischen Freien Ar-
mee“ (FSA) unterstiizt hiten.
Der Sender berichtete, Damaskus
fordere als Bedingung fiir die
Uberstellung der Agenten die Ein-
stellung aller Infiltrationen durch
dirkische Sicherheitskrifte, einen
Stopp der Ausbildung syrischer
Rebellen durch die Tiirkei und die
Aushindigung syrischer Rebellen-
fithrer, die von dirkischem Gebiet
aus den Aufstand in Syrien leite-
ten. Die Meldung ist eine War-
nung an die Tiirkei: Damaskus
sieht Ankara als Aggressor.

In der Meldung hief es zudem,
jegliche Vereinbarung solle vom
Iran gegengezeichnet werden, als
Syriens engstem Verbiindeten.
Das filhrt zur nichsten bemer-
kenswerten Nachrich: Kurz da-
vor hatte die FSA die Freilassung
von elf gefangenen Iranern be-
kanntgegeben und der Tiirkei filr
ihre Vermittdung sowie fiir ihre
Unterstiizzung gedankt.

Die Tiirkei und der Iran stehen
einander in Syrien als Gegner ge-
geniiber, womdglich sogar auf
dem Schlachtfeld. Noch vor ei-
nem Jahr nannte der tirkische
Ministerprisident Recep Tayyip
Erdogan den syrischen Diktator
Baschar al-Assad seinen ,,Bruder<.
Und der Iran galt als befreundete
Nation beider Linder.

Miulerweile ist die Tiirkei der
grofie Drahwieher hinter dem syri-
schen Aufstand und der Iran ist die
Hand, die Assad bewaffnet. Es geht
darum, wer in Zukunft - neben Is-
rael - die dominante Macht im Na-
hen Osten sein wird. Stiirzt Assad,
so verliert der Iran nicht nur Syri-
en, sondern auch einen grofien Teil
seiner Einflussmoglichkeiten im
Libanon iiber die schiitische His-
bollah - und wohl auch sein Anse-

Kimpfer der ,Freien Syrischen Armee“ demonstrieren ihre Macht

Stadtviertel ‘e Homs:

Stadtviertel Baba Amn Schwerpunia des
Bombar dements durch syrisches Militsr

orxer | B cebieremn
e~ _/ den mesten
A ( Protest en/
7 symEn ) Demonstra-
. ,oHoms ) conen
) A mee-
/8 Damgsk RAX O ik zpunite
~ P Nawitisches
| O Wohngebiet

WELT KOMPAKT

hen im Gazasureifen. Die Tiirkei
wire plowlich die Machr, die in
Damaskus das grofite Gewicht be-
sdfe. Israel wire nicht mehr von
Kriften umkreist, die vom Iran,
sondern von der Tiirkei abhdngen.

Vermurtlich ist die Tiirkei, rowz
aller Reibereien mit Israel in den

HOMS UNTER
DAUERBESCHUSS

Assads Truppen sind den fiinf-

ten Tag in Folge mit massiver

i Gewalt gegen die Menschen in

i der Protesthochburg Homs

i vorgegangen. Nach Angaben ;
von Menschenrechtlern wurden
beim Beschuss der Stadt biszu
100 Menschen getdtet. Damit

i bereitet die Armee offenbar

eine Bodenoffensive vor. ,Die

i humanitére Situation ist grass-

i lich, sagte ein Beobachter.

vergangenen Jahren, ein bere-
chenbarer Akteur. Eingebunden in
die Naro und EU-Beitrittsaspirant
ginge von Ankara wohl keine exis-
tenzielle Bedrohung aus.

Vieles deutet darauf hin, dass
in Syrien das Endspiel bevor-
steht. Nach der an Russland und

z sante Streitmacht

- sewen, um danach

China gescheiterten UN-Resolu-
tion gegen Syrien tritt nun die
Tiirkei als die federflihrende
Machrt auf, um eine breite Koaliti-
on gegen das Assad-Regime auf
die Beine zu stellen. Auflenminis-
ter Ahmed Davutoglu sagte, er
werde mit dem arabischen Emi-
rat Karar iiber eine ,,road map“zu
Syrien sprechen und danach in
Washington das weitere Vorge-
hen beraten. Ministerprisident
Erdogan werde mit dem russi-
schen Prdsidenten Dmiuwri Med-
wedjew telefonisch verhandeln.
Ziel sei die Einberufung einer Sy-
rien-Konferenz.

Nicht nur  diplomatisch
schiebt sich die Tiirkei damit an
die Spitze der internationalen
Bewegung gegen Assad, auch mi-
licdrisch héngr derzeit alles von
Ankara ab. Die Rebellenarmee
(FSA) operiert vornehmlich von
tiirkischem Staatsgebiet aus.

Sie wichst suindig, ist aber
noch keine impo-

MASSAKER

Ziel ist, den syri-
schen Sicherheits-  Seit mehreren Tagen
4 kriften wo immer m;’;‘z‘;:{“:
s mbglich mit plﬂm- Tore Hier ein Video
® lichen Guerilla- :I’ 'j"b"‘:;‘;f""w;)"
E Angriffen  zuzu-

schnell den Riick-
zug zu suchen.

Ganz offen hat
bislang nur die L
bysche Uber-
gangsregierung
gesagr, sie habe -
{iber die Tiirkei - bereits mehrere
Hundert Kimpfer nach Syrien ge-
schickt und wolle auch Waffen
liefern. In den USA wird derzeit
tiberlegt, ,humanitir“ in Syrien
einzugreifen, eine finanzielle Un-
terstiitzung der Rebellen wird of-
fiziell abgelehnt.

Vermutlich gibt es mitderweile
ein gewisses Mafl an verdeckter
finanzieller Untersdizung, aber
bislang finanzierten die Rebellen
sich vor allem aus einer Quelle:
syrische Geschiftsleute im Aus-
land spenden Geld fiir die Auf-
stindischen. Syriens Rebellen ha-
ben einen Vorteil, den ihre Waf-
fenbriider in Libyen nie hatten:
Sie sind professionelle Soldaten,
die ihr Handwerk kennen. Sie ha-
ben eine Chance auf den Sieg,
auch ohne Invasion von auflen.
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Der Standard (Autriche / Austria)

Das Syrien-Problem aus
russischer Perspektive

Warum Moskau die internationale Emporung iiber seine
| g
Haltung zum Assad-Regime nicht nachvollziehen kann -
tel o
gehe es dem Kreml doch nur, wie sein Gesandter in Wien
betont. um mehr Objektivitit und friedlichen Dialog.

Sergej Netschajew

eit dem Beginn der Zusam-

menstofle in  Syrien trat

Russland konsequent fiir die
sofortige Einstellung der Gewalt
ein, egal, von welcher Seite, setz-
te sich fiir die Aufnahme eines
friedlichen Dialogs zwischen den
Machthabern und der Opposition,
fiir die Durchfithrung von demo-
kratischen Reformen im Interesse
aller Biirger ein. Die ter-
ritoriale Integritat und
die Souverdnitit Syriens
als eines der Schlissel-
linder des Nahen Os-
tens, von dem die Stabi-
litit und Sicherheit die-
ser Region mafigebend
abhingt, sollten gewihr-
leistet werden. Im Bestre-
ben, ein solches Einver-
standnis zu erreichen,
unterhielt Russland akti-
ve Beziehungen sowohl
mit dem offiziellen Da-
maskus, als auch mit Vertretern
dersyrischen Opposition, den ara-
bischen Nachbarn Syriens und
anderen Staaten.

Ein wichtiges Ereignis war die
Annahme der Initiative der Arabi-
schen Liga. eine Beobachtermissi-
on nach Syrien zu entsenden. Der
Bericht der Mission bestitigte un-
sere FKinschitzung, dass neben
den Machthabern auch bewaffne-
te extremistische Gruppierungen
fiir die Gewalt im Land verant-
wortlich sind. Es geht um aktive
Versuche, die Oppositionsbewe-
gung fiir einen Machtwechsel in
Syrien - nach dem libyschen Mus-
ter - zu nutzen. Deshalb werden
den Oppositionskreisen von ver-
schiedenen Seiten ,Ratschlige”
gegeben, mit der Regierung keine
Kompromisse und Vereinbarun-
gen einzugehen. Die Aktivititen
der Extremisten werden aus dem
Ausland reichlich finanziert und
mit illegalen Waffenlieferungen
geférdert. Es liegt auf der Hand,
dass eine solche Linie nur zu ei-
ner Ausweitung der Zusammen-
stofle fithren und die Opferzahl

+AuBere Kriifte
sollen nicht

hetzen*: Sergej
Netschajew.
Foto: russemb

unter der friedlichen Bevolkerung
erhohen wird.

Ende des vergangenen Jahres
hat Russland im UN-Sicherheits-
rat einen Resolutionsentwurf ein-
gebracht, der den Gewaltverzicht
von der Regierung als auch von
der Opposition, den Beginn eines
Dialogs und die AusschlieBung
der Moglichkeit einer gewaltsa-
men Einmischung von auflen zum
Ziel hatte. Es ist bedauerlich, dass
einige Mitglieder des Si-
cherheitsrates sich der
Annahme dieser Resolu-
tion widersetzten. In
dem Ende Jinner vorge-
stellten alternativen Re-
solutionsentwurf wur-
den einseitige Schluss-
folgerungen iiber die
ausschliefliche Verant-
wortung der syrischen
Regierung fiir die Ge-
walteskalation gemacht.
Fiir die Erreichung einer
Einheit im Sicherheits-
rat nahm Russland trotzdem an
der Arbeit an diesem Resolutions-
text teil. Die Hauptaufgabe war da-
bei die Gewidhrleistung einer adé-
quaten Darstellung des realen Kri-
senbilds und der Ausschluss der
Maglichkeit, dass Ergebnisse des
politischen Prozesses in Syrien
durch den UN-Sicherheitsrat auf-
gezwungen werden. Denn die Zu-
kunft Syriens darf nur von seinen
Biirgern bestimmt werden. Ande-
renfalls hitte der Sicherheitsrat
eine Seite im Biirgerkrieg unter-
stiitzt, was absolut unzulassig ist.

Wir schlugen vor, in die Reso-
lution einen Aufruf an die syri-
sche Opposition aufzunehmen,
sich von den bewaffneten Extre-
misten abzugrenzen. Jene Linder,
die auf die bewaffneten Gruppen
“influss ausiiben konnten, sollten
zur Beendigung der Gewaltan-
wendung beitragen. Weiters emp-
fahlen wir, einen Aufruf an die Re-
gierung Syriens {iber den Riickzug
von Armeeeinheiten und Sicher-
heitskriften aus den Stidten mit
der gleichen Forderung an die be-
waffneten Gruppen zu erginzen.

Es ist tief zu bedauern, dass die
genannten Anderungen abgelehnt
wurden. Bei manchen unseren
Partnern hat der politische Wille
gefehlt, eine objektive Position
zum Syrienproblem zu formulie-
ren. Denn alles wurde im voraus
aufeine Karte gesetzt - das Regime
von Assad um jeden Preis loszu-
werden, ohne die diesbeziigliche
Entscheidung dem syrischen Volk
zu tuberlassen. Unter diesen Be-
dingungen war Russland gezwun-
gen, gegen den unausgeglichenen
Resolutionsentwurf zu stimmen.

Doch auch nach dem Scheitern
des Resolutionsentwurfs besteht
die Aufgabe der internationalen
Gemeinschaft darin, zu einer mog-
lichst raschen Einstellung des Blut-
vergieRens - und zwar von allen
Seiten - sowie zum Beginn eines
nationalen Dialogs beizutragen.

Der jiingste Besuch des russi-
schen Auflenministers in Damas-
kus und seine Verhandlungen mit
der syrischen Staatsfiihrung be-
stitigen, dass Russland weiterhin
bestrebt ist, alles Mogliche fiir die
Wiederherstellung der Stabilitit
in Syrien und die Durchfiihrung
notwendiger demokratischer Re-
formen, einschlieflich der Verfas-
sungsreform, zu unternehmen.
Wir treten fiir die Fortsetzung der
Beobachtermission der Arabi-
schen Liga, mehr noch: fiir ihre
Aufstockung und Prisenz in allen
Krisengebieten des Landes ein.
Wir sind bereit, den politischen
Dialog zwischen allen syrischen
Kriften zu férdern. Im Rahmen
der Verhandlungen mit Aufenmi-
nister Lawrow hat Prisident As-
sad seine Bereitschaft zu solchen
Gesprichen bereits bekundet.

Unser Ziel ist absolut klar. Das
Volk Syriens braucht Frieden,
Versohnung und Dialog. Und alle
dufleren Krifte sollten auch dazu
beitragen, anstatt zu hetzen und
zum Biirgerkrieg aufzuwiegeln.
Denn zu behaupten, dass nach ei-
nem gewaltsamen Regimewechsel
in Syrien ein sofortiger Ubergang
in Richtung Demokratie und
Rechtsstaat erfolgen wird, wire
naiv und verantwortungslos. Die

traurige  Erfahrung  anderer
zwangsweise ,demokratisierter”

Staaten zeugt eher vom Gegenteil.

SERGE) NETSCHAJEW ist Botschafter
derRussischen Féderation in Osterreich.
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Blessés et médecins
sont des cibles en Syrie

L’étau répressif se resserre
autour de Homs. MSF
proteste contre la
persécution des soignants.
Lambassade suisse reste
ouverte

L’offensive de 'armée syrienne sur
les villes de la résistance se durcit
encore, faisant desormais une cen-
taine de morts par jour et des mil-
liers de blessés. Les promesses du
president Bachar el-Assad de faire
cesser les violences, relayée mardi
par le chef de la diplomatie russe,
étaient aussitot démenties sur le
terrain, hier.

Toujours sous le feu des bom-
bes et des roquettes, la ville
d’Homs semblait coupée du
monde. Sans communication,
sans électricité ni approvisionne-
ment. La chaine Al Arabiya a éga-
lement fait état de I'utilisation de
boucliers humains par I'armée
durant le siege d’Homs. Trois fa-
milles entiéres auraient été tuées
dans la nuit de mardi a mercredi
par les forces de securité et leurs
shires. Le quartier de Baba Amro,
considéré comme un foyer d’in-
surgés, serait entierement dé-
truit, selon la télévision de Dubai.

Soignant I'afflux de blessés arri-
vantau nord du Liban, en Jordanie
eten Turquie, "TONG Médecins sans
frontieres (MSF) qui ne peut inter-
venir sur le territoire syrien, faute
d’autorisation, est sorti de son si-
lence, hier. Sa présidente, Marie-
Pierre Allié, dénoncait dans un
communiqueé la «persécution sys-
tématique des personnels soi-
gnants et des blessés» par les forces
de sécurite du régime.

Selon les témoignages recueillis
par MSF, «les médecins et les bles-
seés sont pourchassés et courent le
risque d’étre arrétés et fortures».
Les ambulances sont prises pour
cible et les hopitaux mobiles sont
detruits, raconte un médecin sy-
rien sous le sceau de I'anonymat.
Ceux qui se portent au secours des

blessés dans la clandestinité ne se
risquent plus a demander des po-
ches de sang a la banque centrale
car elle a éte placée sous l'autorité
du Ministere de la défense. Les mé-
dicaments et le matériel meédical
trouvés dans les maisons par les
militaires sont confisqués. Dans un
témoignage mis en ligne sur Inter-
net par Le Monde, un blessé expli-
que qu’en Syrie, «a I’hopital, soit
on vous ampute du membre
blessé, soit ils vous emmenent en
prison».

Suite aux rappels d’ambassa-
deurs annonceés par plusieurs pays
européens, comme la France ou

«Les médecins
et les blessés
sont
pourchassés
et courent

le risque
d’étre arrétés
et torturés»

Témoignages
recuelillis par
Médecins sans frontieres

I'Ttalie, et la fermeture de ’ambas-
sade ameéricaine, mardi, le DFAE,
joint par la Tribune de Geneve, a
indiqué que «toutes les options
sontouvertes». Jugeant «inaccepta-
bles les agissements des forces de
sécurité syrienne», Berne arappelé
son ambassadeur pour consulta-
tion en ao(it dernier. Depuis, c’est
un chargé d’affaires qui dirige la
représentation suisse. Elle est en
contactrégulier avec les 150 ressor-
tissants restés dans le pays, les-
quels sont invités a le quitter de-
puis la fin du mois de novembre. Le
DFAE précise enfin qu’aucun
Suisse n’a eté victime des événe-
ments en cours en Syrie.

Olivier Bot
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Intervento militare in Siria, no della Ue
Stopdell Europaa Washington. *“Assadnone Gheddafi”. Svelate lemail del regime

DAL NOSTRO INVIATO
ANGELO AQUARO

NEW YORK — L'ombra tragica
del massacrosiallunga sullacitta
martiredi Homsmentre al Penta-
gonoigeneraliallertatida Barack
Obama calano la carta dell'inter-
vento.Nessunoscalpitaperscen-
dere in armi in quel fazzoletto di
Medio Onemedmelsraeleslagla
ditando I'attacco p

all'Iran che si arma dell'atomica.
Mail portavoce di Barack Obama
conferma: «Nessuna opzione &
esclusar. Dopol'impasse all'Onu
che il segretario di Stato Hillary
Clinton ha definito una «farsa»—
col niet alla risoluzione anti-Siria
diMoscae Pechino—ancheirus-
sioratemono lo scatto diforza. I1
presidente Dimitri Medvedev te-
lefonaalcollegafrancese, Nicolas
Sarkozy, avvertendolo di evitare
«misure bilaterali precipitoses.
«Non dobbiamo agire come un
toro in un negozio di cineseriex,
rincara verso gli Usa il premier
russo Vladimir Putin. Come se il
e cecatodalsan.
gue non fosse invece Bashar Al
Assad. Medici Senza Frontiere
racconta che in Siria i feriti non
Ppossono pil neppure essere tra-
sportati negli ospedali. Sono ar-
restati insieme ai mediciche ten-
tanodisalvarli:«Anchela medici-
naéusatacome armadipersecu-
ziones.

El'ultimavergogna. La Cnnri-
lancia l'appello dei resistenti.
“Danny” continua a implorare
via Skype I'intervento dell'Occi-
denteemostraintvlebombesca-
ricate sui ribelli di Homs. Lacitta
& al quinto giorno di assedio. Ma
latelachestatessendo Putin, che
haspedito aDamasco il ministro
degli esteri Sergey Lavrov, sem-
braquelladiPenelope: serve solo
afarprenderealtro tempo. Irussi
dicono che il vice del presidente-
dittatore vuole riaprire il dialogo
con l'opposizione e chiede al-
I'Occidemeeaipacsi arabidi«co-
minciareil dialogos. Cicredesolo
Recep Tayyp Erdogan che alza il
telefono per chiamare il vicino di
Damasco: madopo 11 mesidiri-
voltaAssad non sembraavere in-
tenzione di passare lamano.

Prendere tempo invece si. Co-
mehafatto pocopiidiunmese fa
alla tv americana Abc. Gli hacker
di Anonymous, quelli gia prota-
gonisti della guerriglia informati-
caindifesadi WilubzakseOocupy
Wall Street, sononmm

I'ambasciatore siriano all'Onu
Bashar Jaafari, e Luna Chebel, ex
giornalista di Al Jazeera poi mica
per niente cooptata nello staff di

“forza di polizia” all'altezza, si
legge nelle email secondo larico-
struzione del giornale israeliano
Haaml“ «la psxche degli ameri-

Assad. «E moltoimp va-
lelapenamenzionare che all'ini-
zio della crisi sono stati fatti alcu-
ni “errori” perché non c'era una

cani mani-

polala se messa di fmntc allapa-
rola “errore commesso”. Varreb-
be anche lapenamenzionare co-

Abbattere il regime filoiraniano
Le di Damasco servirebbe a indebolire
il poters di Teheran nel mondo arabo
conseguenze | dominatodaisumnit
di un attacco | Clisiit

a Damasco

‘Sono concentrati in iran, sud dell'iraq,
sud del Libano ma ci sono significative

comunitain Arabia Saudita, Siria,
tan. Predominano dove c'a

il petrofio i Iran, Iraq e Arabia Saudita

/7= Turchia /@, siria
O/ A maggioranza ‘v E 'unico Paese arabo
sunnita, gioranza sunnita alleato con I'iran.

con una componente
- alawna. predica buoni

J)

a mag
Sfilare la Siria - il *cuore del mondo arabo” -

'2 all'lran vorrebbe dire pnvamTehe'an

di una

i con i
compreso I'lran.
Sostiene i ribelli sunniti
nella rivolta sifiana
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anche 'Hezbollah libanese,

sciita. e il palestiness Hamas, sunnita
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) U'Hezbollah, il partito

degli sciiti maggaomsn

(45%) rispetto ai sunniti (27%),
® fa parte con Siria e Iran
dell'"asse” che gli Usa

e i Paesi del Golfo

vorrebbero neutralzzare

sciita”
nel mondo arabo
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o

oHerat
AFGHANISTAN
[-]
Quetta

Bandar-a’Abbas
<

PAKISTAN

OMAN
Abu Dhabi

EMIFIATI
ARABI UNITI Muscal

Goifo di Oman

A maggioranza sunnita, il risveglio arabo
ha portato al potere gli islamisti.

=~ | salafiti, corrente fondamentalista legata
ai sauditi, considerano "eretici® gl sciiti

OMAN

nelforti gi
per la verita protetto da un'intel-
ligencedababbeivistochelapas-
swordera “12345". Loscandalo e
nell'ammissione dellemontagne
difalsitache Assad si preparavaa
riversare alla conduttrice Barba-
ra Walters. A consigliarlo erano
Sheherazad Jaafari, figlia del-

con PArabia Saudita

S*“'n

Qatar

Aden
)

1l piccolo emirato £
degli sceicchi Al Thani &,

Ao 8t

Iran
;/ Alleato della Siria,
sostiene 'Hezbollah

contm linfluenza della

Fonte: "The Shiarevival™ o Vai Nasr

__ solo dal 2000. reprime con I'aiuto con I'Arabia Saudita, sciita ibanese
(7) Condivide (8) dellArabia Saudita (9) controla Siria & I'ran. a0 la dmamm sunnita A9 eil sunnita
~~ con I'Arabia Saudita = la ribelfione popolare. Aderisce all'interpretazione Hussein ™~ Hamas palestiness.
una comunita fedele Originari del Qatar, radicale wahabita dell'Islam, e portab al potera E accusato di aiutare
ad Al Qaeda, gli Al Khalifa governano ha sostenuto gli insorti maggioranza scii Damasco nel reprimere
la rete terroristica sunnita  su una maggiocranza sciita in Libia e ora quelli siriani legata a Teheran la rivolta siriana
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sa sta succedendo adesso a Wall
Street e il modo con cuila polizia
Usa ha soppresso le manifesta-
zioniconicaniecon la forzas.

E il solito giochetto delle sini-
stre e destre estreme di tutto il
mondo: il vero cattivo & lo Zio
Sam. Che invece stavolta non
vuolestarsene conle maniin ma-
no. Esemprela Cnn araccogliere
leconfidenzedi«duealtiufficiali»
che confermano: il Pentagono
«stacominciandoavederecosasi
pud fares. Ponte aereo con i resi-
stenti? No-fly zone come quella
cheimpediimassacridiMuham-
mar Gl}:eddaf? La Clinton ha gia
lanciatol'idea di una «coalizione
diamici»dopoilflopall'Onu.«Ma
la Siria non ¢ la Libiax, avvertono
fonti Ue contrarie a ogni tipo di
azione militare. [l ministro italia-
no Giulio Terz, che proprio oggi
vedeaWashington Hillary, espri-
me «irritaziones per il massacro
in Siria: I'lItalia ha gia richiamato
I'ambasciatore e intanto studia i
piani di evacuazione dei nostri
concittadini. Ci si prepara gla al
peggio: ma il peggio per i siriani,
checontanoormaipiu dicinque-
mila vittime, & cominciato daun
pezzo.

ORFTCOLNONE FEENATA

Ina dellax

Colpa della polizia

zia

Emoltoimportante
dire che alcuni errori
sono stati fatti perché
nonc’eraunapolizia
ben organizzata
Sheherazad Jaafari

Lapsichedegli
americani puo essere
manipolata se messa
di frontealla parola
“‘errore commesso’

Luna Chebel
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L'Unita (Italie / Italy)

- Diplomazie Bruxelles: lo scenario bellico noi lo escludiamo

- L’assedio A Homs salta l'elettricita all ospedale: morti 18 neonati

Guerra 1n Siria, scontro Usa-Ue
Pentagono: pronti i piani d’attacco

I Ventisette stanno studiano nuo-
ve sanzioni contro il regime di
Assad, ma sono contrari all’op-
zione militare. Che per la prima
volta viene evocata esplicita-
mente dagli Stati Uniti, come vie-
ne rivelato dalla Cnn.

EMIDIO RUSSO

esteri@unitat

Per la prima volta di parla esplicita-
mente di un intervento occidentale
in Siria. L'ipotesi in Siria rimbalza tra
le due sponde dell‘Atlantico, oppo-
nendo Washington a Bruxelles. Men-
tre la cronaca degli orrori da Homs e
da Damasco si fa di giorno in giorno
pit crudae dopo il sostanziale stallo
delle Nazioni Unite dopo il veto op-
posto da Russia e Cina, per la prima
volta il Pentagono ha cominciato a
passare in rassegna le risorse militari
disponibili e a studiare un ipotetico
piano di attacco contro Bashar al-As-
sad: la notizia I'ha rivelato il canale
satellitare americano Cnn. Ma que-
stoscenarioviene escluso categorica-
mente dall'Unione Europea che, tra-
mite fonti di Bruxelles, ha sottolinea-
to che «la Siria non & la Libia». I Venti-
sette stanno studiando un ulteriore
inasprimento delle sanzioni contro
Damasco (tra cuiil blocco dell’espor-
tazione di fosfati e metalli preziosi),
che potrebbe essere deciso dal Consi-
glio esteri di fine febbraio. E hanno
inviato un team diesperti a Beiruted

Amman per far fronte alla possibile
evacuazione dei cittadini europei e
del personale diplomatico (I'Ue ha
mantenuto aperta la sua delegazio-
ne a Damasco).

Le diplomazie, intanto, continua-
no a giocare le loro carte. La Turchia
ha lanciato I'idea di una conferenza
internazionale sulla Siria. Quanto al-
la Russia, se il premier Vladimir Pu-
tin ha ribadito il suo njet a interferen-
ze esterne ribadendo che «sara il po-
polo siriano a decidere del proprio fu-
turo», il presidente Dmitry Medve-
dev ha invece sottolineato la necessi-

L’ultima di Battisti
«Si, partecipero
al carnevale di Rio

mm L'ex terrorista Cesare Battisti sfile-
ra al prossimo carnevale diRio de Janei-
ro. Lo riferisce il quotidiano brasiliano O
Globo, sottolineando che I'ex compo-
nente dei proletari armati per il comuni-
smoé amico diFrancisco Ferreira, diret-
tore del «Cordaodobola preta», uno dei
principali «blocos» che organizzano il
carmevale nella citta carioca. Non solo.
Battisti & stato anche accolto abracciaa
aperte dall'ex senatore José Nery ad
unariunione dellacommissionedei dirit-
ti umani della camera.

ta di continuare a cercare soluzioni
coordinate, anche in sede Onu,
«per aiutare i siriani a risolvere la
crisi». Parole che sono sembrate di
apertura rispetto alla posizione in-
transigente che ha portato al veto
russo-cinese al Consiglio di Sicurez-
za. Il ministro degli Esteri italiano,
Giulio Terzi, ha espresso la «gran-
de preoccupazione» e «l'irritazio-
ne» dell'Ttalia per il massacro della
popolazione civile, aggiungendo
che la crisi siriana sara al centro dei
colloqui tra il premier Mario Monti
e il presidente americano, Barack
Obama che siinconteranno oggi al-
la Casa Bianca.

Ma la contabilita della morte in
Siria non si ferma mai. L’assedio su
Homs da parte delle forze fedeli ad
Assad continua imperterrita. L'arti-
glieria del regime martella senza so-
sta la «citta martire» di Homs, dove
in poche ore si sono contate 52 vitti-
me. Senza parlare della strage di
18 neonati, che si aggiungono ai
400 minori gia morti nel Paese se-
condo I'Unicef. I piccoli erano nelle
incubatrici e hanno perso la vita
quando le bombe hanno provocato
un black-out all'interno dell’ospe-
dale diAlWalid. Notizia negata dal-
la tv di Stato siriano, ma ribadita
dagli attivisti anti-regime. Gli attivi-
st hanno inoltre denunciato il mas-
sacro di 20 civili per mano dei mili-
ziani shabiha. La tv pubblica, inve-
ce, ha riferito dell’esplosione di
un’autobomba, ad opera di«terrori-
sti», che avrebbe ucciso «diverse
persone». «La situazione umanita-
ria & tremendan, ¢ stato il grido di
allarme di un attivista locale. Si par-
la di interi nuclei familiari uccisi, di
torture e uccisioni di massa.%

COMUNE DI ALBENGA (SV)

Si rende nolo che ¢ stato pubblicato il bando per procedura
aperta per ['appalte de| Servizio di raccolta, frasporic e
smaliimento rifiuti solidi urbani e servizi complementari
nel territorio comunale & Albenga. Importo annuale del
servizio € 4,300.000,00 oneri fiscali esclusi: importo totale
€ 21,500,000 di cul € 500,000,00 per oneri di sicurezza,
Cat, servizio 16, Territorio comunale della Citta di Albenga,
Scadenza delle offerte: ore 12 del 19,03,2012, Responsa=
bile del Procedimento: Dr, Gaetano Noé, || testo integrale
del bando e del disciplinare di gara ¢ disponible allAlbo
Pretorio del Comune, sulla GURI, su

www.comune albenga.sv.it e www.appaltiliguria.it.

f.to: || Direttore di area: Dr, Gaetano Noé
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

El embajador
de Siria, entre
los invitados al
congreso del PP

C. R. DE GANUZA / Madrid
El PP ha invitado a todo el cuerpo
diplomatico acreditado en Espana
al congreso de Sevilla del 17 de fe-
brero en que reelegira presidente a
Mariano Rajoy. Hasta hace pocos
dias, el partido del Gobierno bara-
jaba traer a algtin mandatario ex-
tranjero (se evaluaron hasta dos
nombres de primera fila), pero las
fuentes consultadas, al tiempo que
negaban haber tenido dificultad al-
guna en sus gestiones, aseguraban
ayer que se ha impuesto la idea de
reducir la presencia internacional
a los embajadores.

Eso si, sin excepcién alguna.
Tanto es asi que se han cursado in-
vitaciones al embajador de Cuba, y
al mismisimo embajador de Siria,
Hussam Edin Aala, antes, claro, de
que éste fuera convocado anteayer
por el Gobierno espanol en senal
de protesta por las acciones violen-
tas del régimen de Asad, y de que
el propio embajador espanol en
Damasco, Julio Albi, fuera llamado
a consultas a Madrid.

Las mismas fuentes reflexiona-
ban ayer sobre la manera de en-
mendar este problema, pero insis-
tian en ponderar el éxito que re-
presenté la primera y masiva
presencia del cuerpo diplomatico
en la convencion del PP de Mala-
ga, el pasado octubre. Acudieron
dos ministros extranjeros —de Por-
tugal y de Marruecos-, el presiden-
te de la Asamblea legislativa de
Chile y 29 embajadores.
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La Vanguardia (Espagne / Spain)

Siria asienta en Homs
el pilar de una guerra civil

Mds de 400 personas han muerto desde el sabado

TOMAS ALCOVERRO
Beirut. Corresponsal

Los paises arabes, uno tras otro,
han sufrido en los dltimos 40
aflos sus guerras internas, al
margen de los conflictos bélicos
con Israel. En 1970 fue Jorda-
nia; entre 1975 y 1990, Libano;
poco después Iraq y Kuwait; el
afo pasado Libia, y ahora le ha
llegado el iempo a Siria. Es co-
mo una fatalidad de su historia.

En Homs, después de la visita
del ministro ruso de Asuntos Ex-
teriores a Damasco para entre-
vistarse con el rais El Asad, los
soldados sirios han intensifica-
do sus bombardeos sobre el ba-
rrio de Bab Amro con el objetivo
de aplastar definitivamente su
resistencia. Segtn los activistas,
mas de medio centenar de perso-
nas murieron ayer. Los muertos
desde el sabado superan los
400. Los ataques del régimen pa-
rece que son indiscriminados.
Los rebeldes hablan de francoti-
radores en las azoteas, de chabi-
ba (milicianos del régimen) dis-
parando a las viviendas.

En este ambiente de histeriay
panico, provocados por los dis-
paros de la artilleria pesada, cir-
culan rumores como que 16 ni-
fios nacidos prematuramente
murieron en las incubadoras de
un hospital a causa de un corte
eléctrico. Es peligroso salir a la
calle. No hay teléfono ni inter-
net. Los insurrectos, que se sien-
ten abandonados por el mundo,
piden la intervencion de la co-
munidad internacional para evi-
tar este asalto despiadado.

La version oficial, transmitida
por television, acusa a los franco-
tiradores de atacar la Universi-
dad del Baas, varios puestos de
vigilancia de la policia y la refi-
neria de Homs, dos de cuyos de-
positos fueron pasto de las lla-
mas. De acuerdo con sus noti-
cias, se han trabado nuevos com-
bates entre las fuerzas de seguri-

dad v los insurrectos en Hama,
en Zabadan, a 30 kilometros de
Damasco. En medio de esta con-
fusion no esta claro si los solda-
dos dispararon sélo sobre miem-
bros del Ejército Sirio Libre, al
que quieren aplastar después de
cinco dias de choques, o sobre
los barrios de poblacién suni.

Hasta ahora el mando militar
—-dominado por los alauies- no
ha utilizado el grueso de los
400.000 soldados, que son ma-
yoritariamente sunies, para no
poner a prueba su lealtad en ca-
so de recibir 6rdenes de dispa-
rar contra sus correligionarios
sunies de la rebelion.

Cada vez es mas dificil verifi-
car el nimero de victimas morta-

Represion
con sana contra
heridos y médicos

=La dictadura siria ejer-
ce “una represion sin
piedad” contra oposito-
res heridos y médicos,
denuncio ayer Médicos
Sin Fronteras (MSF)
basandose en los testimo-
nios de pacientes y sani-
tarios. “Los heridos son
perseguidos y corren el
riesgo de ser detenidos y
torturados... La medici-
na es un arma de perse-
cucion”, declaro Marie
Pierre Allié, presidenta
de MSF. “Solo unos po-
cos heridos han hallado
refugio en paises veci-
nos”,agrego. “Incluso se
han llevado a una herido
anestesiado de la sala de
operaciones”, aseguro
un testigo. Y, las ambu-
lancias son perseguidas.
El Asad no autoriza a
MSF a trabajar en Siria.

les, que la ONU coloca en 5.400
y la oposicion eleva a 7.000. Y el
Gobierno se refiere siempre a
los 2.000 soldados y policias
que han perdido la vida en estos
once meses de revuelta.

Lo tnico cierto es que ningu-
na iniciativa de paz ha dado re-
sultado. En Moscu, el ministro
ruso de Asuntos Exteriores, a su
regreso de Damasco, ha declara-
do que en cada bando “hay gen-
te que no quiere el didlogo sino
la lucha armada”. Un dirigente
del opositor Consejo Nacional
Sirio en el exilio ha rechazado la
mediacion rusa y ha reiterado
que las reformas ofrecidas por
El Asad son insuficientes. “Los
crimenes que ha cometido —ha

La sociedad roza
la esquizofrenia,
mientras los dos
bandos radicalizan
sus posturas

afirmado- le impiden continuar
en el poder”.

El primer ministro turco, Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, al frente
de otra iniciativa diplomatica,
llamo por teléfono al jefe del Go-
bierno ruso, Vladimir Putin, pa-
ra tratar sobre la situacion siria.

Comose ha escrito muchas ve-
ces, Siria no es Libia, pero en el
transcurso de estos diez meses
se ha visto como la sociedad se
encamina a la esquizofrenia. La
oposicion, que empezd siendo
pacifica, ahora cuenta con un
grupo armado, el Ejército Libre
Sirio, cada vez mas aguerrido.
La respuesta del régimen, por
su parte, es cada vez mas impla-
cable. Basta con ver los informa-
tivos de television, con sus me-
sas redondas, para percatarse
de que parece inevitable una lar-
ga y catastrofica guerra civil.e
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Publico (Portugal)

Homs estd a ser alvode uma “repressio som misericérdia”
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Milicias do regime degolam trés
familias inteiras em Homs

Médicos Sem Fronteiras denunciam “repressao sem misericordia” contra
feridos e 18 prematuros morrem nas incubadoras de um hospital sem luz

Sofia Lorena

® A maioria dos disparos esta a ser
feita de longe e aoposicao armada ndo
tem como se defender ou contra-ata-
car. Mas ontem também foi 0 dia em
que os tangues sifos avancaram para
zonas residenciais da cidade de Homs.
Durante a noite, membros da milicia
Shabiha do regime entraram em trés
casas e mataram as trés familias que
aliviviam: 20 pess ncluindo pelo
menos duas criancas de cinco e sete
anos e umadolescente de 15,
Aotodo, e segundo diferentes rela-
tos de activistas, pelo menos 50 pesso-
as foram mortas nos bombardeamen-
tos da noite contra a cidade, ha
dias debaixo de fogo. As descrigoes
falam dos piores raides até agora, umn
dia depois do Presidente Bashar al-As-
sad ter prometido travar a violéncia,
“Esperamos que o balan¢o aumen-
te, i que muitas vitimas a estio
sepultadas debaixo de escombros”,
* Rami Abdel Rahman, chefe do
Observatonio Sirio dos Direitos Huma-
nes, com sede no Reino Unido.
“Desde a madrugada os bombarde-

amentos intensificaram-se extrema-
mente e eles usam rockets e granadas™,
descreven Omar Shaker A AFP, Como
OULros, este activisia esta convencido
de que os raides aéreos preparam o
terrena p-"l‘n m assalto terrestre cen-
trado no bairro de Bab Amr, um dos
que mais resistiu ao regime,

“Os langues f estio a tentar entrar
no hairro de Bab Amr™”, contou outro
activista & Al-Jazira. Varios relatos dao
conta de avangos de angues em dreas
residenciais da cidade de 1,5 milhoe
“0s tanques estao em algumas das es-
tradas principais da cidade e parecem
prontos a entrar mais nas Zonas resi-
denciais”, disse Mohammad Hassan,
outro activista, a Al-Jazi

Ha poucos jornalistas em Homs
- como em toda a Siria - e os seus
movimentos estao limitados, o que
torna impossivel uma confirmagio
independente dos numeros de mor-
tos e feridos. Mas a oposicio so de-
nuncia as baixas que confirma atraves
de diferentes relatos, da descrigio de
familiares e de activistas que vejam os
corpos e os documentos das vitimas,

0 Observatario dos Direitos Huma-

nos nao teve davidas em denunciar o
ataque das Shabiha que chacinou as
familias Ghantawi, Tirkawi e Zamel.
“0s milicianos entraram em (rés ca-
sas durante a noite e degolaram uma
familia de cinco - o pai, a sia milher
e os seus trés filhos, uma familia de
sete noutra casa € uma de oito numa
terceira”, afirmou Abdel Rahman.
Entre 0s mortos de ontem esta tam-
bém Mazhar Tayyra, conhecido de va-
rios media internacionais. O estudante
de 24 anos dava apoio a agéncia de
noticias francesa, gravando videos a
partir de Homs “que integram os raros
testemunhos autenticados da repres-
sao sobre a cidade™, colaborava com o
didrio britinico Guardian, com o ale-
mao Die Welt e ainda com a Al-Jazira
e a CNN. “Foi socorrer feridos atingi-
das por volta da uma da manha e foi
atingido. Morreu trés horas depois no
hospital”, contou a AFP um amigo.

Criancas mortas e torturadas
Atelevisio pabli ia noticiou um
ataque de “grupos terroristas arma-
*contraa refinaria de Homs, uma
das principais do pais. Mas segundo o

de

Observatério dos Direitos Humanos,
as Forgas Armadas @ que ja “destrui-
ram todas as infra-estruturas da cida-
de, bombardeando reservatorios de
dgua e postes eléctricos”.

A electricidade s existe a espagos.
Informacoes recolhidas pelo corres-
pondente da BBC no Libano, Jim Muir,
dao conta da morte de 18 bebés pre-
maturos, que nao sobreviveram as fa-
Ihas das incubadoras fruto dos cortes
de elecrricidade no hospital,

A UNICEF disse na ter¢a-feira ter
informacoes de que 400 criangas ja
foram mortas pela violencia desde o
inicio da contestacdo ao regime, em
Margo. A agencia da ONU diz saber ain-
da que “pelo menos outras 400 foram
presas, algumas “torturadas e alvo de
abusos sex; ob detengdo”,

E @ organizagio nao governamental
Médicos Sem Fronteiras acusou on-
tem o regime de uma “repressio sem
misericordia” contra os feridos ¢ con-
tra quem lhes pode prestar cuidados.
“Hoje na Siria, os feridos e 0s médicos
30 perseguidos e correm risco de se-
rem presos e torturados. A medicina é
usada como arma de perseguicao.”
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Envio de ajuda
Ancara disponivel
para organizar
conferéncia de
apoio aos sirios

® A Turquia quer voltar a assumir o
papel de lideranga contra o regime
de Bashar al-Assad e anunciou estar
disponivel para organizar uma confe-
réncia de apoio ao povo sirio,

“Queremos ter este encontro na
S a para MOSIEAr A NOSSa so-
lidariedade e a legitimidade regional.
Pade ser na Turquia, pode ser noutro
pais”, disse numa entrevista a Reuters
aministro dos Negocios Estrangeiros,
Ahmet Davutoglu, “Nao chegaser um
observador. E tempo de enviar uma
mensagem forte.”

Os turcos foram dos primeiros a
fazer subir o tom das criticas contra
Damasco, mas recuaram depois de
chegarem a anunciar que poderiam
permitir aos desertores lancar ataques
a partir do seu territdrio.

Para Ancara, se o Conselho da Segu-
ranca da ONU ndo consegue proteger
civis, cabe aos paises que estejam de
acordo encontrar formas de por fim as
mortes e de levar ajuda aos que estao
encurralados por assaltos militares.

Washingron também estd a ponde-
rar fazer chegar ajuda aos sirios. “"Es-
tamos a reflectir sobre a possibilidade
de fornecer ajuda humanitaria”, afir-
mou o porta-voz da Casa Branca, Jay
Carney, em resposta a uma pergunta
sobre uma eventual tentativa dearmar
aoposicao, como defendera na véspe-
ra o influente senador republicano Jo-
hn McCain, Muites opositores pedem
precisamente o envio deajuda, mas na
situagiao actual é pouco claro como é
que isso pode ser feito sem aabertura
de um corredor protegido - pelo me
nos por ar - por meios militares.

Um dia depois da visita do seu chefe
da diplomacia a Damasco, o pimeiro-
ministro russo, Viadimir Pudn, repe-
fiu que Moscovo ndoaceitara qualquer
ingeréncia externa na Siria, apelando
aos paises ocidentais e arabes para
“nao se comportarem como elefan-
tes numa lnja de pareelana”. Os missos
(seguidos pelos chineses) vetaram no
sibadouma resolugao do Conselho de
Seguranca a condenar avioléncia e a
pedir a Assad para deixar o poder.

A (rés semanas das presidenciais
russas, nas quais Putin se candidata
para recuperar o seu antigo cargo, “a
Russia mantém uma posigao clara e
firme, ditada por interesses de Esta-
do”, disse 4 AFP o analista Boris Dol
gov. Damasco € actualmente o timico
do dos ru:
1, querect

aevocar a p.’ll"i-
da do Presidente , criticou ainda
adecisio dos sel que formam
o Conselho de Cooperagio do Golfo
de retirar os seus embaixadores de Da-
masco e expulsar os enviados sirios
nas suas . Washington também
jaencerrou a sua representacio em
Damasco e varios paises europeus
chamaram nos Gltimos dias os diplo-
matas sirios ps
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18 prematuros morrem
durante ataque a Homs

Siria. Responsavel da ONU pede a¢do urgente para proteger civis.
Bruxelas prepara plano pararetirada de europeus do pais de Assad

LUMENA RAPOSO

Asforcas sirias intensificaram on-
tem o cerco a cidade de Homs e os
bombardeamentos ao bairro su-
nita de Bab Omr, em cujo hospital
morreram 18 prematuros. Esta
vaga de violéncia ocorre um dia
aposavisita do chefe dadiploma-
ciarussa Serguei Lavrova Damas-
co e quando a Unido Europeia
anunciou estara preparar um pla-
no para a eventual retirada dos
seus cidaddos aindano pais de Ba-
charal-Assad.

O “dia da repressao mais violen-
ta” foi como o Observatério dos
Direitos Humanos sirio classificou
asituagao ontem em Homs, onde
dezenas de civis perderam avida
em consequéncia das operacoes
militares das forcas do regime. Se-
gundo a mesma fonte, todos os
membros de trés familias foram
mortos em zonas diferentes da-
quelacidade de 1,6 milhoes de ha-
bitantes, no centro do pais, e con-
sideradaa “capital darevolta”.

E neste quinto dia de ataques
das forcas de Assad a Homs, que
provocaram 47 mortos, o hospital
AlWalid foi particularmente visa-
do o que provocouamorte de 18
prematuros que se encontravam
emincubadoras.

De acordo com ativistas pro-de-
mocracia e opositores de Assad,
enquanto o exército atacaa cida-
de com asnaartilharia. os shahiha

cidade. Shabiha, oufantasma, é o
termo pelo qual sdo conhecidas as
milicias pré-Assad.

Rami Abdul Rahman, que presi-
de ao Observatoriodm Londres,
revelou que elementos das sha-
bihaentraram durante anoite em
trés casas, nacidade de Homs, e
assassinaram as pessoas queld en-
contraram, ou seja, trés familias
uma de cinco elementos, outrade
sete e uma terceira de oito.

Em declaracoes aReuters, Ra-
hman avancou tratar-se das fami-

REACOES

Reino Unido cético
sobre missao russa

» David Cameron afirmou ter
“confianca muito limitada”
nos resultados davisita que o
chefe da diplomaciarussa,
Serguei Lavroy, realizouna
véspera a Siria. Ao falar no
Parlamento em Londres, o
primeiro-ministro britanico
voltou a criticar a Rassia, por
ter vetado no Conselho de
Seguranca aresolucao sobre
aSiria, e a‘“violéncia” de
Damasco. Por seu turno, o
chefe do Governo russo Vla-
dimir Putin disse que Mos-
covo condena “toda aforma
de violéncia, venha de onde

vier” e pediu a comunidade
infernacional nara nan agir

lias Ghantawi, Tirkawib e al-Za-
mel. E sublinhou: “As shabihaes-
tdo aagir como se estivessem no
auge do seu poder e que tudo po-
dem fazer paraimpediraqueda
doregime de Assad.”

Estas dentncias e a continua-
¢ao dos bombardeamentos — a
que se juntam agora atentados
com carros armadilhado que nin-
guémreivindica—levaram a alta-
-comissdriada ONU para os direi-
tos humanos, Navi Pillay, alancar
um apelo auma urgente acao da
comunidade internacional para
proteger os civis sirios.

Por seu turno, e com o objetivo
de proteger os seus cidadaos que
queiram deixar o pais de Assad, a
UE decidiureforcar as suas mis-
sdes nos paises vizinhos da Siria.
Ao mesmo tempo, Bruxelas prepa-
ra-se pararefor¢ar as sangdes con-
tra oregime de Damasco sem, no
entanto, deixar de estudar hipote-
ses de conseguir aresolver a crise
siria pelavia pacifica.

Posicao idéntica foi ontem
avancada pelo Presidente russo
Dmitri Medvedev que, em comu-
nicado, defendeu aimportancia
de continuar a procurar uma solu-
¢ao para o conflito na Siria, “in-
cluindo no Conselho de Seguran-
cada ONU”. Mas para Medvedey,
asolucao deve ser alcancada “sem
ingeréncia estrangeira”.

A situacdo na Siria serd tema,
sabado, dareunido do Conselho
de Cooneracao do Golfo (CCG) -
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Europa prepara
plano de evacuacao

Massacre na Siria apos veto da Rissia e da China

A Uniao Europeia esta a preparar um
plano de evacuacao de europeus na Si-
ria. Uma delegacdo chegara aDamas-
co para coordenar o plano de saida. A
falta de entendimento no Conselho de
Seguranca incendiou a accao do Go-
vemo contra a populacdo, acusa aONU.

A alta-comissaria para os Direi-
tos Humanos da ONU pediu on-
tem “medidas eficazes” para pro-
teger a populacio siria, conside-
rando que o fracasso do Conselho
de Seguranca em conseguir um
acordo agravou “a tendéncia do
Governo para massacrar 0 povo”.
“Estou consternada com o ataque
deliberado do Governo sirio a
Homs, assim como com a utiliza-
¢io de artilharia e de outras armas
pesadas, para o que parecem ser
ataques indiscriminados em areas
civis da cidade”, disse Navi Pillay
num comunicado.

“O fracasso do Conselho de Se-
guranca em conseguir um acordo
sobre uma accao conjunta forte
parece ter agravado a tendéncia
do Governo sirio de massacrar
sem tréguas o povo para esmagar
a contestacao”, assinalou.

Acordo de 2005

A responsavel da ONU para os
Direitos Humanos sublinhou que,
em 2005. os lideres mundiais
“acordaram que, quando um Es-
tado falha manifestamente em
proteger a populacao contra gra-
ves crimes internacionais, a co-
munidade internacional tem a
responsabilidade de intervir to-

P : \ . S

—_

0 bairro muculmano sunita de Bab Amro, em Homs, tem sido o alvo das tropas sirias

AtaquesaH

18 PREMATUROS MORREM

18 bebés prematuros do hospital Al
Walid morreram quando as incuba-
doras pararam de trabalhar devido
ao corte de energia.

CARRO-BOMBA

Pelo menos 50 pessoas morreram,
ontem, em Homs. 0 regime acusou
“terroristas” de explodir um carro-
bomba e lancar misseis.

MEDICOS E FERIDOS PERSEGUIDOS

0 regime sirio “reprime sem piedade”
os feridos e o pessoal médico que os
tenta socorrer, denunciou hoje a
organizacao Médicos sem Fronteiras.

mando em conjunto, no momen-
to oportuno e de forma decisiva,
medidas de protecido”.

O apelo de Pillay ¢ feito no
mesmo dia em que o ministro dos
Negocios Estrangeiros da Turquia
declarou que Ancara procura or-
ganizar ,“o mais rapidamente pos-
sivel”, uma conferéncia interna-
cional sobre a crise siria. Ontem, o
primeiro-ministro turco, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, reuniu-se com o
presidente russo, Dmitri Medve-
dev, ap6s o veto russo e chinés,.

Ontem, o Exército Sirio voltou
a lancar uma nova ofensiva con-
tra bairros residenciais de Homs,
nomeadamente em Bab Amr,
onde estio refugiados elementos
da oposicao ao Governo. m
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Europe is likely to step
up sanctions against

YRIA’S BRUTAL

crackdown on the uprising

against President Bashar

al-Assad advances by the
day. As casualties mount, concern
intensifies that the bloodshed
could continue for months.

“We're facing a wall and we
have to find a way of climbing
over that wall and moving ahead.
That's what we're doing,” says a
senior diplomat in Brussels, who
declines to be named.

Assad’s bloody response to the
1l-month revolt presents a
growing challenge to Europe and
the world. More than 6,000
people have died and many
others have been detained,

European and American
sanctions have been in place for
months, some ambassadors have
been recalled, and the smiling
dictator himself is now a global
pariah. Yet still he will not yield.

to drag on? I don’t know, but I
| fear,” the diplomat says.

“If you still have the regime in
Damascus that is refusing to go
into anything that looks like an
end of violence and the start of a
political process — as requested by
the Arab League and a lot of
countries in the international

| community — we are facing a
major problem.”

“You're asking me: is this going

Syria this month

The

dominant
viewis it’s
better to keep
apresencein
Damascus

tortured and abducted.

With military action by the
western powers ruled out and a
UN Security Council resolution
vetoed by Russia and China, the
limits of political and diplomatic

action are plain to see.

Lavrov returned from a trip to
Damascus two days ago, saying
Assad had promised to
implement reforms and bring a
halt to the crackdown.

No one believes that, however.
“I recall my Turkish colleague
telling me that he had spent six
hours with Bashar to convince
him, and then the next day there
were 100 dead,” said French
foreign minister Alain Juppé.

What can be done? There’s talk
in Paris and Brussels of
mobilising the “Friends of Syria”
contact group of western powers,
Arab states and EU countries.
One objective here would be to
support the opposition and an
Arab League reform plan.

Another would be to press
Russia to rethink its security
council veto. A further
suggestion, promoted by EU
foreign policy chief Cathy Ashton,
is to set up a group of regional

' and global organisations such as

Europe is likely to step up
sanctions this month with a

freeze on the assets of the Syrian

central bank and a ban on the
importation of phosphates and
gold. This is in addition to an oil

and the freezing of other assets.

the UN, the Arab League, the
Islamic Confederation and the
EU. This would work like the
“Cairo Group” that oversaw some
of the international politicking
around the rebellion in Egypt
against Hosni Mubarak.

In question, too, is whether a
suspended Arab League
observation mission is revived or
fully withdrawn. All of that,
however, is the realm of moral
pressure, to which Assad is
immune.

Looming over this unhappy
panorama is the anxiety that any
formal move to arm the rebels
would further the drift to civil
war. At the same time, the
prospect of military intervention
along the lines of the Libyan
campaign is such a no-no in the
Arab world that western
diplomats are loath to utter the
name “Nato” in certain company.

ban, travel bans on regime chiefs

However, the suggestion of a
ban on commercial flights to and
from the country is being
resisted. The same goes for a

| mooted mass recall of European
ambassadors, which was rejected
by member states on Tuesday
even though France, Italy, Britain
and other countries have either
withdrawn their top diplomats or
called them home for
consultations.

The dominant view remains
that it is better to maintain a
presence in Damascus, the
objective being to deepen
contacts with rebel factions and
to keep a closer eye on events on
the ground.

If the rhetoric suggests all of
this will eventually tighten the
noose around Assad, the anxiety
remains that the violence will
lead to all-out civil war in the
country.

Russian foreign minister Sergei

That includes the Russians and
Chinese, who are said to
demonstrate “certain emotions
and reservations” at the very
mention of Libya.

Much of this has its roots in the
instinctive distaste at the very
notion of a “regime change”
operation, a legacy of the Iraq
invasion. Moreover, Syria’s
location in the Middle East
cauldron presents a host of tricky
questions that did not arise at the
time of the Libyan intervention.

“We are left with very few
options other than sanctions on
one side, humanitarian assistance
on the other side and otherwise
contingency planning,” says the
European diplomat.

“That doesn’t mean that we’re
not being active in political and
diplomatic terms, but you need
two to tango and if the other side
doesn’t respond, you're left with
very few choices.”
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Military action may
be only way to stop
onslaught in Syria,
Washington warns

Diplomatic methods are running out, says US, after Russia and China
blocked UN resolution which condemned violence of Assad regime

DIPLOMACY

By Alex Spillius

and Rosa Prince in New York

THE international nnmnlulll\ may ln

mili " the ¢
unless president IK.|:~.I|.|| al
the onslaught on his people.
official warned yesterday.
The official from the State Department
told The Daily Telegraph that while the
White House wanted to exhaust all its
diplomatic options, the debale in
hington has shifted away from diplo
and towards more robust action
¢ Russia and China blocked a United
ons resolution condemning Syria.
The Pentagon’s Central Command has
; internal review of
pabilities in the r
senior official called a \(np—
that would provide options
for the president if and when they were
requested.
lh\' White House said it was talking to
F mnd\ of 's\n e
and was con
ng |llllll anitarian aid to
S in tﬁ unulln

forced to sis in S
sad stops

a senior US

ng de
affected a

at humani-
ian people,
We're con
with our international partners,
nticipate this being one of the
of the discussions that we'll
aid Jay Carney, the White House
press secretary,

Influential |l"ll|\\ in Wi I\hlll},lnl) have
recommended setling up a “human
ian corridor™ or safe h:n\un. while others,
such as Senator John McCain, have said
it was time to consider arming the rebels
of the Free Syrian Army.

Any plan to supply aid orset up a buffer
zone would involve a military dimension
to protect aid convoys orvulnerable civil
ians.

“The decision-makers have not (Ivlm-
mined we ata point of no return,” the
senior official told The Daily Telegmph.

“There is still a window, it is just that that
window is closing.

“I don’t know how much longer it is
on before people start look
g at what else is on the table, because
nothing is off the table.

“We delinitely don’t want to militarise
the situation. If i's avoidable we are
"um;:ln.nnulll But increasingly it looks
y not be avoidable,” he said.

“There is always hope that this can be
solved without it turning into a full-scale
nd without the use of force, but
ally involves Bashar al-Assad receiv

Fall-out Hague clashes
with Beijing and Kremlin

Britain engaged in sharp exchanges with
Russia and China yesterday that laid bare the
chasmin their opinions on Syria.

In a half-hour telephone call with Sergei
Lavrov, the Russian foreign minister, William
Hague made clear he was “appalled at the
continuing violence, in particular in Homs”,
the city that has been under intensified attack
from the regime since late last week.

Diplomatic sources said that the Foreign
Secretary was taken aback to hear Mr Lavrov
say that “there was no proof President Assad
was bombarding Homs".

The Russian said he had been assured by
the Syrian president that he was not using
heavy weaponry against his own people,
despite overwhelming evidence from civifian
witnesses.

In Parfiament, David Cameron said that the
leaders in the Kremlin had to “look at their
conscience and realise what they have done”
after Russia and China vetoed a UN Security
Coundil resolution on Syria last weekend.

He said he had “very little confidence” in
Mr Lavrov's visit to Damascus, which gleaned
only a vague promise of reform.

China's foreign ministry, which has
repeatedly defended Beijing’s decision, said
Mr Hague's earlier condemnation of the veto
was “extremely irresponsible” and had
“ulterior motives”.

“China’s action is righteous and fair and
any efforts to stoke discord in China-Arab
relations will be in vain,” said Liu Weimin, the
foreign ministry spokesman.

Alex Spillius

ing the wake-up call.” Any outside mili-

involvement in Syria has been
wded as more difficult and more risky
than the mission in I ll»

o lph\ and ethnic
nd is the Ilm hplu of a volatile

mix

region. But since the Russian veto at the
UN. there is no doubting an extra urgency
inthe

mlmh- of concerned governments

id lu end the diplomatic stale-
H m Ki-moon, the global body's
1 ni,.,\l proposed a
> peace envoy o

.
low many deaths will it take to stop
the slide into civil war and civilian strife?”
he said security Coun-
cil's f ssolution had
emboldened the reg 1 was “disas-
trous for the people of S

Turkey's foreig J
utoglu, pmpuwd holding a conference

s soon as possible™ to “promote inter-
ional understanding with all countries
concerned”. He is due to hold further
.llks in Washington soon with Hillary
iton, the US secrel of state.

Unal Cevikoz, the Turkish ambassador
to Britain, said delivering humanitarian
aid could be discussed at the proposed
conference, but like the \\‘ tern powers.,
his country remained : ilitary
options, including arming the Free Syr
ian Army.

He denied reports that discussions on
military options between the US and Tur-

that may lv Wl to famine. I is 2 serious
crime not only to kill but to cr
llvll('llinll\nf(\l(llllilhllill;;-llll\
people,” he added, referring to the city of
Homs, which Mr Assad's forces have
bombarded for fiv

The Turkish initiati
lel, he said, to the
it would aim to bring together a |
range of nations.

\ Lavery critical juncture
and the international community has to
take the initiative and has to move for-
ward with strong messages to the Syrian
regime,” said Mr Cevikoz.
Turkey, which has a 560-mil
with Syria, has been
international criticisn i
and has become a haven for opposition
After 11 rounds of sanctions

border

ictions, including

freezing the assets of Syria’s central bank,

|!.|ll|ll|l" the importation of Syrian phos-

1d suspending trade in gold and

ms.

¢ trying to make things chang
bl \\

.uI Imx been
idor or
group

lln- uplm\lllnll to Mr
calling for a hur
buffer zone or a I
for months. The Syrian National Council,
the principal opposition body. endorsed
military intervention in December.

The Arab League has shown unprece

dented initiative in drawing up a plan for
democratic transition in Syria. Qatar, the
current president of the 22-nation group.
is rumoured to be secretly supplying
rebels as it did in Libya.
Radwan Ziadeh, a member of the SNC
executive, sai S had to
prominent role, : is wailing for
signals from Washington,” he said.

Editorial Comment: Page 29
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Assad is not firing artillery
at civilians, claims Russia

DIPLOMACY

By KIM SENGUPTA
Diplomatic Correspondent

There is no proof that Bashar al-
Assad’s regime is using its heavy
weapons to bombard Homs, the
Russian Foreign Minister is said to
have declared yesterday. Sergei
Lavrov’s comments onthe
besieged city came during a tele-
phone conversation with the
Foreign Secretary, William Hague,
as the Syrian opposition reported
dozens more dead and injured.
During the half-hour conversa-
tion, Mr Lavrov - according to
senior diplomatic sources - stated
that Mr Assad had assured him he
was not using heavy weapons in
urban conflict zones like Homs
and had no intention of doing so.
The television images of Killings
and destruction showed just one
side of the story, Mr Lavrov held.
Mr Hague is said to have

assured Mr Lavrov that “Syria was
not Libya” and that the UK has no
intention of a military entangle-
ment. He raised the issue of con-
tinuing arms sales by Moscow to
the Assad regime, which drew the
riposte from Mr Lavrov that this
was notillegal.

Mr Lavrov, who visited Damas-
cuson Tuesday, defended the use
of the veto, along with China, to
block a UN resolution calling on
Mr Assad to stop attacks on his
own people and step down. The
Foreign Minister insisted that the
removal of the Syrian President
cannot be a precondition for a
negotiated end to the strife.

In the Commons, David
Cameron was dismissive of Rus-
sia’s unilateral attempt ata diplo-
matic intervention, saying he had
“very little confidence” it would
end the fighting. He told MPs the
international community had
now to work with Syrian opposi-
tion groups to co-ordinate a
response to the Assad regime.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Jeudi 9 février 2012, #48, p. 32 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 32

New York Times - International Herald Tribune (USA)

Russia tries to push diplomacy

Moscow

Kremlin envoy says talks
with the opposition will
be sought by Damascus

BY MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ
AND ALAN COWELL

Fresh from talks with President Bashar
al-Assad in Damascus, Russia’s foreign
minister announced on Wednesday that
the Syrian vice president Farouk al-
Sharaa would seek to open talks with
opposition forces in Syria and called on
Western and Arab leaders to support
such efforts,

““We consider this willingness tobe an
important factor to be taken into consid-
eration, and hope that all who have some
kind of influence over the opposition will
urge them to begin such dialogue,” the
foreign minister, Sergey V. Lavrov, said
atanews conference in Moscow.

President Dmitri A, Medvedev dis-
cussed the crisis with the Turkish prime
minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, on
Wednesday, saying that Moscow sup-
ported continuing talks to end the con-
flict, including within the U.N. Security
Council, as long as no country interfered
with Syria’s sovereignty. According to a
Kremlin statement, Mr. Medvedev said
the latest draft of the Arab League-
backed resolution before the Security
Council “would not have allowed for an
unbiased evaluation of the situation in
Syria, or have guaranteed that calls for
an end to shooting and bloodshed were
addressed to both sides in the conflict.”

Viadimir V. Putin, the Russian prime
minister, urged outsiders to allow Syri-
ans to make their decisions independ-
ent of outside intervention.

“We should not act like a bull in a
china shop,” Mr. Putin was quoted by
the news agency Ria Novosti as saying.
“We have to give people a chance to
make decisions about their destiny in-
dependently, to help, to give advice, to
put limits somewhere so that the oppos-
ing sides would not have a chance to use
arms, but not to interfere.’

Moscow’s stance drew only dis-
missive responses from Western na-
tions angered by Russia’s decision,
along with that of China, to veto the res-
olution on Syria last week.

In Paris, Foreign Minister Alain
Juppé described the Syrian promises of
talks as “manipulation’ while, in Lon-
don, Prime Minister David Cameron

said he had “very little confidence” in
Russia’s initiative.

Adding to the turmoil, Turkey, a major
regional player and neighbor of Syria,
was said to be weighing its own initia-
tive toward securing a broad consensus
on ending the violence.

The diplomacy seemed to have no im-
mediate impact on the fighting, News re-
ports said that for the fifth consecutive
day Syrian troops bombed civilian areas
of the central city Homs and attacked
other areas in the northern province of
Idlib, the southern city of Dara’a and the
mountain town of Zabadani.

Reuters reported that government
forces in Homs had used tanks, rockets
and mortars to subdue resistance, and
quoted activists as saying that almost 50
people had been killed in the latest at-
tacks. The death toll could not be inde-
pendently confirmed.

The onslaught was described by ac-
tivists as an apparent attempt by the au-
thorities to make good on their threat to
crush all resistance — a bloody counter-
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point to the diplomatic maneuvering as
Mr. Assad faced mounting international
isolation. Mr. Lavrov visited Damascus
on Tuesday at the head of a high-rank-
ing delegation dispatched by the Krem-
lin, a move that has been interpreted as
an effort by Russia to seize the diplo-
matic initiative in Syria after it joined
China in blocking the U.N. resolution to
halt the violence.

On Wednesday, Mr. Lavrov called the
visit “productive,” while admonishing
Western and Arab countries for recall-
ing their ambassadors from Syria in
outrage over Mr. Assad’s increasingly
violent response to the ll-month-old
popular uprising.

“I donot think that recalling ambassa-
dors helps create conditions that would
be favorable for the realization of Arab
League initiatives,” Mr. Lavrov said.

In Washington, the Obama adminis-
tration, which closed the U.S. Embassy
in Damascus on Monday, hinted that it
was seeking ways to provide what it
called humanitarian support to Syrians

o

for Syria

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A wounded Syrian rebel being evacuated by comrades on Wednesday in Idlib, where government troops had reportedly attacked,

whose lives have been upended by the
repression. But officials said the admin-
istration was not considering armed as-
sistance to the Syrian opposition.

“We never take anything off the table,”
said Victoria Nuland, a State Depart-
ment spokeswoman. “We don’t think
more arms into Syria is the answer.”

The violence in Syria has escalated
since Saturday, when Russia, seconded
by China, vetoed the resolution calling
on Mr. Assad to give up some powers as
part of a plan to defuse the crisis, which
increasingly resembles a civil war.

Rebuffing harsh criticism from the
resolution’s sponsors and Western crit-
ics of Mr. Assad, the Russians insisted
that the resolution amounted to outside
interference in Syria’s affairs.

Alan Cowell reported from London. Rick
Gladstone contributed reporting from
New York; Anthony Shadid, Nada Bakri
and Hwaida Saad from Beirut; and an
employee of The New York Times from
Damascus.
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[ran must also quit Syria

Efraim Halevy

JERUSALEM The public debate in
America and Israel these days is fo-
cused obsessively on whether to attack
Iran in order to halt its nuclear
weapons ambitions; hardly any atten-
tion is being paid to how events in Syria
could result in a strategic debacle for
the Iranian government. Iran’s foothold
in Syria enables the mullahs in Tehran
to pursue their reckless and violent re-
gional policies — and its presence there
must be ended.

Ensuring that Iran is evicted from its
regional hub in Damascus would cut off
Iran’s access to its proxies (Hezbollah
in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza) and
visibly dent its domestic and interna-
tional prestige, possibly forcing a hem-
orrhaging regime in Tehran to suspend
its nuclear policies. This would be a
safer and more rewarding option than
the military one.

As President Bashar al-Assad’s gov-
ernment falters, Syria is becoming
Iran’s Achilles” heel. Iran has poured a
vast array of resources into the coun-
try. There are Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps encampments and Irani-
an weapons and advisers throughout
Syria. And Iranian-controlled Hezbol-
lah forces from Lebanon have joined in
butchering the Syrians who have risen
up against Assad.

Iranis intent on assuring its hold
over the country regardless of what
happens to Assad — and Israel and the
West must prevent this at all costs.

Sadly, the opportunities presented by
Syria’s meltdown seem to be eluding Is-
raeli leaders. Last week, Israel’s mili-
tary intelligence chief spoke of the
200,000 missiles and rockets in Gaza,
Lebanon and Syria that could reach all
of Israel’s population centers. And
there is a growing risk that advanced
Syrian weapons might fall into the
hands of terrorist groups. Iran’s pres-

ence in Damascus is vital to maintain-
ing these threats.

At this stage, there is no turning
back; Assad must step down. For Isra-
el, the crucial question is not whether
he falls but whether the Iranian pres-
ence in Syria will outlive his govern-
ment.

Getting Iran booted out of Syriais es-
sential for Israel’s security. And if As-
sad goes, Iranian hegemony over Syria
must go with him. Anything less would
rob Assad’s depar-
ture of any signifi-
cance.

But Israel should
not be the lone or

For Israel,
the question
is not wheth-

erAssad falls  eyep the principal ac-
but whether tor in speeding his
the Iranian exit. Any workable
presence in outcome in Syria will
Syria will have to involve the
outlive him. United States, Russia
and Arab countries.
America must offer

Russia incentives to stop protecting the
Assad regime, which will likely fall the
moment Moscow withdraws its sup-
port. A force with a mandate from the
Arab League should then ensure stabil-
ity until a new Syrian government can
take over.

The current standoff in Syria
presents arare chance to rid the world
of the Iranian menace to international
security and well-being. And ending
Iran’s presence there poses less of a
risk to international commerce and se-
curity than harsher sanctions or war.

Russia and China, both of which ve-
toed a United Nations resolution last
week calling on Assad to step down,
should realize that his downfall could
serve their interests, too. After all, Ira-
nian interventionism could wreak hav-
oc in Muslim-majority areas to Rus-
sia’s south and China’s west. And a
nuclear-armed Iran would pose a seri-
ous potential threat on Russia’s south-
ern border.

Russia’s interests in Syria are not
synonymous with Iran’s, and Moscow

can now prove this by withdrawing its
unwavering support for Assad. Russia
simply wishes to maintain its access to
Syria’s Mediterranean ports in Tartus
and Latakia and to remain a major
arms supplier to Damascus. If Wash-
ington is willing to allow that, and not to
sideline Russia as it did before inter-
vening in Libya, the convergence of
American and Russian interests in Iran
and Syria could pave the way for As-
sad’s downfall.

Once this is achieved, the entire bal-
ance of forces in the region would un-
dergo a sea change. Iranian-sponsored
terrorism would be visibly contained;
Hezbollah would lose its vital Syrian
conduit to Iran and Lebanon could re-
vert to long-forgotten normalcy;
Hamas fighters in Gaza would have to
contemplate a future without Iranian
weaponry and training; and the Iranian
people might once again rise up against
the regime that has brought them such
pain and suffering.

Those who see this scenario as a day-
dream should consider the alternative:
a post-Assad government still wedded
to Iran with its fingers on the buttons
controlling long-range Syrian missiles
with chemical warheads that can strike
anywhere in Israel. This is a certain
prescription for war, and Israel would
have no choice but to prevent it.

Fortunately, Assad and his allies
have unwittingly created an opportuni-
ty to defuse the Iranian threat. If the in-
ternational community does not seize it
and Iranian influence in Syria emerges
intact, the world will face a choice be-
tween a military strike and even more
crippling sanctions, which could cause
oil prices to skyrocket and throw the
world economy off balance. The United
States and Russia should wish for
neither.

Syria has created a third option. We
do not have the luxury of ignoring it.

EFRAIM HALEVY, aformer Israeli national
security adviser and ambassador, was di-
rector of the Mossad from 1998 to 2002.
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Turkey Seeks Group on Syria,
As Homs Shelling Draws On

By JOE PARKINSON

ISTANBUL—Turkey said it would
seek to form a group on Syria “as
soon as possible” to coordinate pol-
icy between Middle East and world
powers, as Western and Arab nations
continued a diplomatic press on Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad.

On Wednesday, Syrian troops be-
sieged neighborhoods of the city of
Homs for the fifth day with artillery,
tank shells, rockets and mortars, in
attacks that activist groups said left
at least 50 dead.

“We will not leave Syria to its
own destiny. People should know
that,” Turkish Foreign Minister Ah-
met Davutoglu said in an interview
with Turkish television channel NTV.
He stressed that any new diplomatic
coalition should meet promptly in
Turkey or another country in the re-
gion to try to resolve the Syria con-
flict. “We are determined to form a
platform for broad international con-
sensus,” he said.

The Turkish move comes after
Russia and China vetoed a United
Nations Security Council resolution
that would have sought to pressure
President Assad to step aside. On
Sunday, the day after the veto, the
U.S. raised a call for a “friends of
democratic Syria” that would ramp
up efforts to push President Assad
from power.

Such a coalition could provide a
platform outside the U.N. to boost
diplomatic pressure on Damascus,
analysts said. The U.N. stalemate
came after efforts by the Arab
League of nations also failed to
bring a halt to violence in Syria,
which began nearly a year ago with
harsh government clampdowns on
predominantly peaceful protests and
has since brought the country to the
edge of civil war.

Meanwhile, Syria gained new
support from one of its few remain-
ing regional allies. Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, following a
meeting Wednesday with Syria’s top
cleric, said Iran will always support
Syria. A top Iranian diplomat, mean-
while, met with Syria’s foreign min-
ister in Damascus and pledged his

events,” according to Syria’s state
run Sana news agency.

The Turkish efforts to form an
international platform to coordinate
Syria policies are reminiscent of the
Libya Contact Group—an informal
group of countries that met several
times, including in Istanbul, to har-
monize policy during the Libyan up-
rising against Moammar Gadhafi.
Mr. Davutoglu said that in recent
days he had laid the groundwork for
such a meeting, discussing Syria
with his opposite members in Italy,
Iran and Qatar.

Any Libya parallels are likely to
be greeted coolly by Russia and
China, which have characterized in-
ternational efforts in Libya as cover
for regime change. Mr. Davutoglu
didn’t say whether Russia and China
would take part but said Turkey
wanted the group to be “as wide as
possible.”

One video posted to
YouTube appeared to
show a resident standing
by the corpse of a child,
asking, ‘Are these
animals that are dying?’

Later Wednesday, Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
called Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev to express regret at Mos-
cow’s veto and to call for an imme-
diate halt to the bloodshed.

“The prime minister said the
Syrian regime has completely lost
its legitimacy and credibility,” Mr.
Erdogan’s office said in a statement.
Mr. Medvedev countered that for-
eign interference is “not an option,”
the Kremlin said. Mr. Medvedev in-
stead said that a search to end
bloodshed in Syria should continue,
including at the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, according to the Kremlin.

Mr. Davutoglu’s comments came
ahead of his departure Wednesday
for Washington for previously
scheduled bilateral meetings with
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conflict.

Meanwhile, Syrian forces contin-
ued their assault on Homs, a city
north of Damascus that sits along
the Lebanese border. The city, a
melting pot of ethnicities that mir-
ror Syria’s own ethnic and religious
diversity, has been the heart of the
11-month uprising. It has also been
a base for rebel fighters thanks in
large part to the smuggling routes
from Lebanon through which activ-
ists and locals say opposition fight-
ers are obtaining weapons

Amateur videos shot by Homs
residents and posted to YouTube by
opposition activists showed what
were characterized as Wednesday
attacks, with shells striking residen-
tial buildings and by pillars of
smoke rising into the sky. One video
appeared to show a resident stand-
ing by the corpse of a child, holding
a piece of rocket shrapnel that he
said had struck the child’s home.
“What is the U.N. waiting for?” he
said in the video. “Are these animals
that are dying?”

Another showed a column of Syr-
ian army trucks, including tanks and
armored vehicles, rolling along an
otherwise deserted road. Activists
said the video was evidence of what
appears to be the Syrian army’s
growing buildup in and around the
besieged city.

The images couldn’t be corrobo-
rated but broadly match with ac-
counts from residents reached by
telephone throughout the week. The
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a U.K.-based opposition
group, said between 53 and 60 peo-
ple died in Homs on Wednesday.
The group and other activists said
late Tuesday night members of a
pro-Assad militia known as the
Shabiha had murdered 20 members
of three entire opposition families.

The regime has blamed terrorist
gangs and criminals for the violence
in Homs. The state-controlled Syrian
news agency on Wednesday re-
ported that rebel-fired mortars
struck a nearby oil refinery in
Homs, setting two oil storage tanks
ablaze.

On Tuesdav in Svria’s cabital.

voy said the Syrian leader was
readying plans to put a new consti-
tution to a referendum, a step un-
likely to assuage opponents who
have called for nothing less than Mr.
Assad’s ouster.

In the Washington meetings, Mr.
Davutoglu and Mrs. Clinton are ex-
pected to explore ways to more
quickly and effectively provide as-
sistance to Syrian refugees who
have sought safe haven in Turkey
and other neighboring countries, ac-
cording to U.S. officials. But they
will also discuss the tricky question
of potentially providing aid to the
victims of violence inside Syria.

“There are simple things—like
sending assistance with a revived
monitoring regime and providing
aid to refugees,” said a U.S. official
briefed on the meeting. “And then
there are more complicated things.”

The meetings are also expected
to focus on Turkey’s ties with the
Free Syrian Army, a loosely affili-
ated network of rebel fighting units
and defected army regulars. Ibrahim
Kalin, an adviser to Turkey’s Prime
Minister, said in a column in pro-
government daily Zaman on
Wednesday that the “next stage in
Syria will be to further empower the
opposition.”

Turkey has quietly raised the
idea of establishing a “buffer zone”
inside Syria to protect civilians from
Mr. Assad’s forces. But to do so, U.S.
officials acknowledge, the interna-
tional community would need to as-
semble some sort of outside military
force to deter Syrian forces. They
worry that without such fire power,
Syrian forces could easily over-
whelm any buffer zones or humani-
tarian corridors established inside
the country and potentially turn in-
ternational monitors into hostages.

Mr. Davutoglu declined to dis-
cuss whether the government was
considering a military-backed hu-
manitarian intervention to help
quell the violence.

Turkey’s latest push places it at
the center of Western and Arab ef-
forts to quell Syria’s uprising, and
spotlights the dramatic reversal of
its alliance with Damascus and An-
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On Syria, EU pulls out
stops; Russia steps in

The European Union will impose harsher sanc-
tions on Syria, a senior EU official said Wednes-
day, as Russia tried to broker talks to calm vio-
lence. Activists reported at least 50 killed in the
regime’s siege of the restive city of Homs.

After blocking a Western and Arab attempt to
bring United Nations pressure on President Bash-
ar Assad to step down, Russia has launched a bid
to show it can resolve the turmoil.

Moscow is calling for a combination of reforms
by the regime and negotiations, without calling
for Assad to go. The opposition dismisses promis-
es of reform as empty gestures. Russian Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin said outside forces should
let Syrians settle their conflict “independently.”

A senior EU official told the Associated Press the
sanctions may include bans on the import of
Syrian phosphates, on commercial flights be-
tween Syria and Europe, and on financial trans-
actions with the country’s central bank. The offi-
cial spoke on condition of anonymity in keeping
with EU rules.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Jeudi 9 février 2012, #48, p. 36 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 36

Los Angeles Times (USA)

Cracksn
a Syrian
city long
loyal to
Assad

Aleppo, the nation’s
commercial hub, looks
increasingly uncertain
over which side to
take in the uprising.

By TIMES STAFF
REPORTING FROM
ALEPPO, SYRIA

In the apartment of an
elderly Aleppo woman, the
TV was tuned to the pro-
government channel Al Du-
nya.

Patriotic music played
over images of a happy and
prosperous Syria. On her
balcony, a small Syrian flag
waved in the night chill.

“Itold my cats that ifthey
are with us then they can
stay, but if they are against
usTI'll send them out into the
streets,” said the woman, a
widow who is a staunch sup-
porter of President Bashar
Assad.

Her daughter, a teacher
who still lives at home,
leaned down toward a calico
cat warming herself near the
furnace. “Do you love Bash-
ar?” she asked. The cat
closed her eyes, and they
took it as affirmation.

For 11 months, the rest of
Syria has been asking the
same question about Alep-
po, Syria’s second-largest
city.

Often described as sit-
ting on the sidelines of the
bloody national uprising,
Aleppo now appears to be
wavering and uncertain.
While Assad’s security forces
continue to crack down on
the antigovernment move-
ment across much of the
country, Aleppo’s populace
seems unsure just where to
stand.

“Are you with or
against?” is a common ques-
tion among friends and fam-
ily. The answer leads to heat-
ed discussions.

The debate is of great
consequence to the future of
the nation. Like Damascus,
Syria’s capital, Aleppo has

[See Aleppo, AG]
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L'UE se prépare a une éventuelle
évacuation de ses ressortissants

L'Union européenne est en

train de se préparer, a titre

de précaution, a |’éventuelle
évacuation de ses ressortissants
de Syrie. « Nous sommes face &
un mur et il faut fenter de I'es-
calader », a résumé hier un de
ces diplomates européens, re-
doutant que les violences conire
la population civile syrienne ne
perdurent. Le service diplomati-
que de I'UE a d'ailleurs dépéché
au Liban et en Jordanie des
équipes d'experts chargées

de préparer le rapatriement
dans ces pays des « quelques
milliers » d’Européens résidant
en Syrie, mais aussi de ressor-
tissants de pays tiers, au cas oU
cela deviendrait nécessaire. |l
s’agit d'un « scénario du pire ».
En paralléle, les pays européens
préparent un nouveau train

de sanctions contre Damas,
appelé & étre approuvé a la fin

du mois. Parmi les idées sur la
table, figure une suspension

de tous les vols commerciaux
avec la Syrie, option proposée
par |'Allemagne. Mais « tous les
Etats membres de |'Union euro-
péenne ne sont pas daccord
sur le sujet » car une telle inter-
diction pourrait justement entra-
ver les efforts d’évacuation des
étrangers de Syrie si la nécessité
s’en fait sentir, souligne un des
diplomates. Des discussions sur
ce point vont se poursuivre entre
experts & Bruxelles.

Un accord se dessine déja en
revanche sur d'autres sanctions
a I'étude : un gel des avoirs en
Europe de la Banque centrale
syrienne, ainsi qu'un embargo
sur les exportations de phos-
phate de la Syrie, produit qui
joue un réle non négligeable
dans |’économie du pays, selon
ces sources.
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

TURKEY SEEKS WAYS TO END KILLINGS IN
SYRIA IF SECURITY COUNCIL FAILS TO ACT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
} “We definitely want to have this

meeting in our region showing con-
cerns and the sensitivities and solidarity and
regional ownership, maybe in Turkey, maybe
in another country,” Davutoglu said in anin-
terview shortly before he was due to leave for
the United States for talks on Syria.

“It is not enough being an observer.
It is time now to send a strong message to
the Syrian people that we are with them,”
Davutoglu said in the interview.

Officials from the Prime Ministry and the For-
eign Miristry -- who declined to be named -- told
Today’s Zaman on Tuesday that Turkey does not
want to let the continuing massacres in Syria to be
forgotten in the wake of the UN failure to adopta
resolution against Syria.

According to these officials, Turkey does not
plan to take any steps to prepare for a military
itervention in Syria. The initiative it wants to
make is just in the preparation phase. Since coun-
tries such as France have made many proposaks,
Ankara wants to act with caution and hold talks
about the format of its own initiative.

Turkeycould host an intemational conference
on Syria in the near future, and Turkey is ready to
host such a conference, but it does not object to
Arab states organizing such a conference.

As to which countries Turkey will cooperate
with on the initiative, one diplomatic source said
Turkey does not plan to cooperate with countries
suchasRussia, Chinaandlran,addingthat theArab
League will certainly be included in the process.

Assad cannot use PKK terror
as trump card against Turkey
In another interview with Turkey’s NTV TV
station, Davutoglu said provoking terrorism
and leveraging the terrorist Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party (PKK) against Turkey is beyond the
power of the Assad regime in Syria, which has
severely strained its ties with Turkey after avi-
olent crackdown on Syrian opposition forces.
He added that Turkey will not allow Syria
to aggravate terrorism on Turkish soil. Referring
to armed insurgent groups’ recent seizure of the
city of Zabadani, where there have been clashes
with Assad's forces since January, he claimed
that Damascus does not even have a monop-
oly on power in its own teritories, let alone the
ability to control cross-border attacks on Turkey.
Zabadani is a mountainous city near the
Syrian capital of Damascus, where Syrian op-
position forces, called the Free Syrian Army,
have recently taken control. Insurgents her-
alded it as an unprecedented victory -- the
first city where the govemment has been un-

able to take even partial control.

Davutoglu avoided answering a question
on whether Turkey will participate in an amed
intervention in Syria, in the event that such an
intervention happens. “We strongly hope that
there will be no need for foreign intervention,” he
stated, asserting that an intervention would fur-
ther the economic and social burdens of the Syr-
ian people, in an already conflict-weary country.

Davutoglu also reiterated the Turkish govem-
ment'sclaimsthatthe Assad regimelostallits cred-
ibility in the international arena and offers no hope
that it will implement reforms, considering the
atrocities it has conducted against its own people.

The violence of the Assad regime became
even crueler with the Friday attacks in Homs,
when 85 people were killed. Syrian forces
have been bombarding Homs since Monday
in a sustained assault on several districts in the
city, which has become a center of armed op-
position to the Assad regime.

“Assad has constantly promised to reform
since the very start of clashes with opposition
forces. But he is only trying to save time with
these false promises in order to commit more
atrocities,” Davutoglu stated. The foreign minis-
ter said he still anticipates Assad will finally real-
ize Syria has become irreparably isolated under
its authoritarian govemnment and agree to resign.

Russia and China recently vetoed a UN reso-
lution backing an Arab plan calling on President
Assad to quit. Their vetoes blocked an attempt to
end a nearly 11-month-long crackdown on pro-
testers. The two countries’ position has angered
the United States, Europe and much of the Arab
world, who fear the Syrian administration will
take courage from this and continue its crack-
down vis-a-vis support from Russia and China.

Mentioning an influx of Syran immi-
grants into Turkey, which would greatly in-
crease in the event of an outside intervention,
Davutoglu said, “Turkey’s doors are open to
those who flee from oppression.”

Dawutoglu asserted that Turkey and other
neighboring countries in the Middle East are the
most negatively affected by the Syrian crisis and
other conflicts in the region. Considering this, he
claimed the Syrian crisis should be solved with
direct initiatives from those countries.

Meanwhile the foreign minister arrived in
the United States on Wednesday fora diplomatic
visit to exchange views on bilateral and regional
issues with US officials. Davutoglu denied specu-
lations that the talks will exclusively focus on the
Syrian crisis and a possible foreign intervention
in Syria. He will pay a seven-day visit to the US
with an invitation from Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, starting on Wednesday.
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

EU THREATENS NEW
SANCTIONS ON SYRIA
AS KILLINGS CONTINUE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

Russia’s approach does not

call for Assad to step down,
the opposition’s chief demand, and
Moscow is increasingly at odds with
the Westem efforts to end Asad’s
crackdown. Russian Prime Minis-
ter Vladimir Putin said outside forces
should let Syrians settle their conflict
“independently.”

“We should not act like a bull in a
china shop,” Putin was quoted by the
Itar Tass news agency as saying. “We
have to give people a chance to make
decisions about their destiny ndepen-
dently, to help, to give advice, to put
limits somewhere so that the oppos-
ing sides would not have a chance to
use arms, but not to interfere. Lavrov
told reporters in Moscow that Assad
has “delegated the responsbility of
holding such a dialogue to Vice Pres-
dent [Farouk] al-Sharaa.”" He blamed
both Assad’s regime and opposition
forces for instigating the violence that
has killed thousands of people since
March. “On both sides, there are peo-
ple that aim at an armed confrontation,
not a dialogue,” Lavrov said  Mditary
defectors are playing a bigger role in
Syria’s Arab-Spring inspired uprising,
tuming it into a more militarized con-
flict and hurtling the country ever more
quickly toward a civil war.

Crackdown on dissent

The regime’s crackdown on dissent
has left it almost completely isolated
intemationally and facing growing
sanctions. The US dosed its embassy
in Damascus on Monday and five
European countries and six Arab Gulf
nations have pulled their ambassadars
out of Damascus over the past two
davs. Gemany. whose envov left Svria

this month, said he would not be re-
placed. Nevertheless, Assad was bal-
stered by Tuesday’s visit from Lavrov
and Russia’s intelligence chief, Mikhail
Fradkov. During the talks, the Russians
pushed for a solution that would in-
clude reforms by the regime as wel as
the dialogue with the opposition.

Assad said Syria was determined
to hold a national dialogue with the
opposition and independent figures,
and that his government was “ready
to cooperate with any effort that boosts
stability in Syria,” according to state
news agency SANA. The Syrian oppo-
sition rejects any talks with the regime
and says they accept nothing less than
Asad’sdeparture.

In Brussels, a senior EU official said
the bloc will soon impose harsher sanc-
tions against Syria as it seeks to weaken
Assad’s regime. The official said the
new measures may include bans on the
import of Syrian phosphates, on com-
mercial flights between Syria and Eu-
rope, and on finandial transactions with
the country’s central bank. The official,
who spoke on condition of anonymity
in keeping with BU rules, said some
measures would be adopted at the EU
foreign ministers meeting on Feb. 27.

As Russia pressed ifs efforts to start
a dialogue, Syrian troops bombed resi-
dential neighborhoods in the central
city of Homs, the northem province of
Idib, southem region of Daraa and the
mountain town of Zabadani, in what
activists say & the regime’s final push
to retake areas controlled by the rebels
Activists said at least 50 people died in
Wednesday's shelling of Homs, which
has been under a relentless regime of-
fensive for the past five days. Hundreds
are believed to have been killed there
since Saturdav. Belrut AP/Rauters
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UN rights chief says
action on Syria urgent

The United Nations’ top human rights official called on
Wednesday for urgent international action to protect civilians
In Syna, saying she was appalled bythe Syrian government’s
military onslaughton the city of Homs. Naw Pillay, High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, also implicitly criticized Russia
and China for vetoing an Arab and Westem move in the UN
Security Council to get Syria’s President Bashar alAssad to
quit. “ am appalled by the Syrian government’s willful as-
sault on the city of Homs, and Its use of artillery and other
heaw weaponry in what appear to be indiscriminate attacks
on civillan areas in the city,” Pillay said ina statement. Anti-
Assad activists in Syria say that, after an ovemight artillery
bombardment, govemment forces are thrusting into rebel-
held areas of Homs with tanks as troops fired rockets and
mortars, leaving many dead. Pillay, a former South African
high court judge said it was extremely urgent “forthe interna-
tional community to cut through the politics and take effec-
tive action to protect the civilian population. ™ Geneva Reutrs

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Jeudi 9 février 2012, #48, p. 43 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 43

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Russia ties itself to Al Assad

Moscow’s and Beijing’s veto of UN resolution may lead to international action outside the body’s supervision

By Francis MATTHEW
Editor at

to attract some kind of inter-
national action outside the
United Nations after Russia
and China vetoed a UN Security Coun-

cil resolution, even though it had been
dramatically softened to try to meet
their objections.

The resolution, which was put to vote
last Saturday, called on President Bashar
Al Assad to stop the violence and kill-
ing in Syria and to respond to calls try-
ing to find a Syrian-led solution to the
1l-month crisis. This was much watered
down from an earlier version which
called on Al Assad to step down from
the presidency, and hand over power to
his deputy, as a prelude to starting talks
with the opposition about forming a
transitional government.

The changes had met Russian objec-
tions by removing any reference to sup-
port for sanctions or an arms embargo,
and also made clear that the resolution
would not be used to authorise military
intervention or regime change. That
would have been vital since the Rus-
sians feel that they were deliberately
fooled by Nato over the resolution on
Libya, which on the face of it was to save
civilian lives, but was then used as an
excuse for full-scale intervention and
support for regime change.

But all this work failed to meet Rus-
sian objections. The Russians want to
remain loyal to their sole ally in the Ar-
ab world and to support the Al Assad re-
gime. In addition, the Russian president
and prime minister want to act tough in
an election vear, and such foreign drama
adds to their profile at home, whatever
misery it might cause in Syria.

But by doing this the Russians have
boxed themselves into a very narrow
range of options tied to the present Syr-
ian establishment fighting to the last
man as either civil war spreads, or the
opposition gains in control. Obviously,
the Russians are gambling on a third
scenario in which the army retains con-
trol and outlasts the opposition, but that
seems a very desperate gamble.

‘What next?

But now the resolution has failed, the
question is what happens next. It is clear

that the regime will continue its fierce
military suppression of the opposition,
and many tens of and hundreds of Syri-
ans will be killed on a weekly basis. This
will outrage the regional and interna-
tional community, and will lead to calls
for intervention, and several countries
have already spoken of this.

Legitimacy

The failure at the Security Council
might suit those countries who want to
take more determined action, since they
can now point to the veto and say “we

tried, but now we have to move on”. The
ongoing massacre in Homs will only
make this kind of thinking more urgent
and give it increased legitimacy.

Turkey has floated the idea of humani-
tarian corridors, France and the UK
have aired some thoughts, and the Arab
League has offered a specific plan for
Al Assad to step down in favour of his
deputy while the country prepares for a
transition to a new more inclusive gov-
ernment.

All these ideas need to be assem-
bled in one place, so it is possible that

RAMACHANDRA BABU/QGUT News

a ‘Friends of Syria’ committee will
be formed, which could include both
League members and other Arab states,
as well as international players like the
UK and France, along with others which
might in the long term want to give aid,
technical or economic support to a re-
horn Syriz
In such a group, the League could ap-
point a special envoy for Syria, and all
the members would be able to co-ordi-
nate their activities, even to the extent
of keeping themselves aware of any
emerging military option. Some states
are probably already sending arms to
Syrian opposition fighters, and others
may be ready to offer practical support.
But support for the Syrian opposi-
tion forces is about as far as this kind of
military action is likely to go. It is hard
to see how an international force could
meet domestic Syrian political objec-
tives in this crisis, and despite growing
fury at Al Assad’s brutality, there is still
a consensus that external military inter-
vention will not be part of the answer.

Incentives

Most of the action will be around dip-
lomatic moves and economic sanctions
to increase the pressure on Damascus.
But for these moves to succeed, the of-
ficers and senior officials of the Al As-
sad regime have to be offered some kind
of incentive. They will have to want to
take part in a transition to a more inclu-
sive Syria, in which they will play a dra-
matically less significant role.

The officer corps in the army and se-
curity services, and the senior officials in
government, are all from the same Alaw-
ite sect as Al Assad. In the present situ-
ation, they see themselves as embattled
on all sides and they must feel that they
are conducting a last stand in which they
have little option other than to hang onto
power as long as possible since their oth-
er option is disgrace, jail, or worse.

This is the political challenge that the
opposition, and any of the ‘Friends of
Syria’ will have to deal with when they
look ahead to building a new Syria.

GULFNEWS.COM

POST YOUR COMMENT
» Log on to www.gulfnews.com/opinions

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



2012, #48, p. 44 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 44

J4

CVricr

fi

Jeudi 9

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

[D.4200S 0 JOYIND PUD 10JDIUIUNLOD
o st unynay v ydasof i

“Bunids 1aduog
U2AD UE pUE ‘191Ul FUO] B I0] UMOp
Iuny proys auoLIaaa astalayI0)
Fapioq vusg-Layang oy Juoje
s1aysaoad ueI[IAID I0] SOUOZ LS Ne
-0 0} pasiaap o ued Ldnens Leuu
UI21S2A QANPILINE UY (7 ‘pue sjuel
PAIPUNY [I3A3S Y1IM 103§2p 0) SIapueiy
WO apedig aajg e ajoles ued Yo oL
([ :PUROIE 1)) O dST[PLIDEW SUOLIPUOD
oM uaym o3 LJuo jria Aued peeg o)
pue peESSY [V ‘P[0l aq y3nd pue [lus
ADUDTIHENUL OPISINO JNOYILM ‘ST
-epndod snouadiput 03 3391 2q 01 1yEno
asueyd oAl et spuajasd AM0dSOp
'S1SDAAIUT A0 $)TINS 0) 2FULYD duEas
UT SISIAUT K[ISILLIED I} UOIFUTYS LAY 1]
-UN pue ‘1ax "SADIAIIS [NIASN 1210 IPIA
-01d 10 S22In0sal [RANIEU papoau 412108
DAY SJUDID Japaym op stamod Jolew
¥ YA ST UIIYM 2T [O.0IU0D 0} POy SIM
PUE ME)S WA B se eAS uodn payool 1t
ID139YM PRIDPUOM UO YANOP[E SISLID
2 01 UONN[OS 2] [SEM] I< mod ur m:_
SULELIDT PeSSY (V] 1uapisald Jeyl pres
AU, MODSOY JeY) paute[dxe Aolae]
drgsueunuLIq an
PIo0 pue ‘sjeap suure dolewr ‘uaod e
-JIU SRIIBL, O] INJEA JISULIIUL S,
PESSY [V 21} Pay3ijy31y 012 UeIssny

1 APUa2ar LIDA [HUN PUE JIA0I0W
PAIONILOL
A[InIaied d1om SIUDWAAOW ISOYM A0y
~INL Ul SIGPUEMIIOD J9A0 [0U0D pEpd
uolr ue pasodunt vreyuy aours Ajjeoad
-$2 “UOSE] PHBUIPIOnD ¢ UL 1431) 0)
Anpqe oy Furpnjour apqraEy
-Aau-uou ataa sajuajieyo ot
VsS4 ‘Awie paddmbo
Ay a3 01 uotnsod
-do a1 aadsaqq
Houeqa|
WA 10U ENosy) sany
-nuenbaapews yonuw
ur sund ppay-pueH (€
PUE A1 UeLLLG
12y 01 uwIsIipany
DRI oy sjuaLenLy
(§ U 119T)] 0] 2OULAOL]
Iequy [y 2l Ul saqun
ung 1beI[ Woj suoneuo(]
(£ 'OSED 2ANUI YIIm PLISS
OJUT [JJIOJ PUE YOR( SSOLD OYMm SId
-01J0 VS JO Suazop Sunsot stoyoigm
SN WO JapIoq a1 ssoIe WEnolq
suodeagy (7 1S10109Jap AQ Aeme paiied
2q ued 1oaneym Afjenadss Gpasit Awry
URHAS Jepndol o) Woly SWIY ([ SoA[s
W) [STURdaT 0] Sa2IN0Ss aAL) UO patjal
pue ‘sargddns payor| sa010) W§q “10e) 1]
"SUOTIOSOP JULDTIUATS QIOU SSUIM
104 Avwr snosewie(] ‘signdaan vyiquys
10 S3UN YYS woxj 1ane] ayl sunasajoid

O ISTHS Vi,
<

Alam SUIR[Y VS pue [spang, j1 uaaq
ssdoon
1EQUIOD [ENIOE 2I9M WO JO PAIL € A[U0
U (WH'OLT UEYD SSO[ 1E PoOIs idualls
SYVS 211 1243 UDALT 'ana J1 ued Jiuals aq
PROM ot ..,.:r.w_._ Q000 1)) pauLry
-uod Lpuaredde gorunpy urasua
-19JU07) AJLINDAG [PUORUIN]
SUL I8F S puayoom ise|

e siewodip ysepng,

SUONISI(

C(VSd) Auy
uendg 2213 a3 Aq
000'0+ 1o spieadn
01 £31[0 15eq IeaN
10§ Aymnsup umsus
-ysepy  [javasy-oxd

a1 49 00072 PUE 000"
U22M124 12401 0] pajeul
-5 ‘SUOTIDIJIP SNOLIAS
PodR] VVS o1 ‘owisor qieeg
AN AQ pools (VVS) Auly qesy
ULLIAS 211 ul sjiun jeio] yanoyd|y
*SOIEIOMLIDAOG P $ A1UNed ay)
1O X1s un osje ang swoy ut isnl jou Lem
19pUN DIAN SIRQIIOD SNOLIDS “Jorj Uy '[j0]
reap SurmoId Joaa ue i punoad oy)
O FUYSE o) JO UoNReIsa U Ul paje|
-SHEd) satanaouen snewodip aorpaur
IDNIET pUE PAIN[OAUOD 3SIY) ISINOD IO
 JEDNI2ISAY pUE JUAdIPUIL,, SE 2J0A )
1aye saapeaj ueadornyg pue uedaury Aq

-SIP,, PIOA 913 PAsh 301y UBSNS 10pesseq
SN N ) 191 oA KISART) B SPAL SUOT
-eN paau) o e pauaddey eym,, ‘uo)
UL AR MRS JO AIN101038 §] 104
212 UOAAQ B WOIJ DLIOIIL 18N
PO AISSE[D POSURLOXD S|RIDIO 101U
— s1eas L) Jaao sunep Ayeys sy pue
[PRIS] $S211ING 01 SA0IAA §() 00T Apeau
aredwod 03 pasep SI0JEJUAWeD ISIUoy
9] SBE — QPISE S20)2A AICWOISND pue
suoneuasald ylox maN Sutuiepoy
ZSUONIdSIP 2Z18
~OPEBLIQ 1L SYURT SIT [[oms A1y uel
-14G 921 S UL 'SOOULISUNDIILD U] Jap
-UN ‘Pue UONE[EISD UL 225 UIYD M [[La
'S|1Ej HOISSIUL $14 Je)) SUnUNsSse 1ng 'uon
-njos onewopdip e aagoad Avur aosae]
ZIEM [LALD 10O-[]12 LIE OJUE J[9S)1 WI0JSUET)
Aursudn sy (AL 10 0] WY SHSE AOIALT]
19319G 120SIUIY USta10] uetssmy a3 1 4]
-[eadsa uonisuen juyasead, e ur (Fung
auIes A Jou s1 SUnnEopUN PIOM 2g
Aeurr ey srajard uoBungsepy se apise
puEIS 10) wnop dais pessy [y Jeyseg uap
ASAL] [ITAN SIUDIEOW [RDUASINS A ¢
Pade] SA[E JO [JpUeY SI pUE SNJSEWe(]
‘suonupuauIiodal andeay quay dope
0) BLIAS U0 pafied A[ENUassD [o1gm
SA01aA [LOUN0) ALINDAS N 2SIy
pue eSSy a1l Jo [IRuLage o u
SWaN /N5 o3 oaads
NVIHDITHOAY 'V HA3s0[ Af

$22I0] §,PESSY [V 1B2JOP 01 UONBUIPIo0D 10330q pue L1uodeom £AedY ‘SUONDJOP Pazis-opeaLiq pasu $2210] [2qoy

'PI30ONS AULLY/ UBLIAG 991,] 93 Ue))

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Jeudi 9 février 2012, #48, p. 45 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 45

The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Threat of proxy war in Syria

Civil strife looks likely with Arabs, West on one side and Russia, lran on the other

WASHINGTON — As the Obama ad-
ministration weighs worst-case
scenarios for Syria, one stands out:
a civil war that develops into a
proxy battle between Arabs and the
West on one side, and Russia and
Iran on the other.

US officials stress they do not
want to play a military role in Syria,
where President Bashar Al Assad’s
crackdown on protests has killed
more than 5,000 people and raised
fears of a protracted power struggle
in a country at the heart of the
Arab world.

Butafter US and Arab-led efforts
to craft consensus in the UN Secu-
rity Council on Syria’s political
transition were lOl’pLdOLd by ve-
toes from Russis
analysts say
the international community
will line up on opposite sides of a
fratricidal war.

The volatile ingredients are al-
ready in place.

Resistance fighters known as the
Free Syrian Army have pledged to
liberate the country from Assad’s
rule. Activists call for armed sup-
port for rebels.

And Syrian security forces are
ratcheting up the violence, vowing
to fulfil their president’s threat to
strike with an “iron fist” against the
government's opponents. “There is
a risk of it could become a proxy
conflict. Itis already headed in that
direction,” said Andrew Tabler, a
Syria expert at the Washington In-
stitute for Near East Policy.

“I think you will see now differ-
ent countries in the region betting
on the Free Syrian Army. Already
weapons have been coming in from
Lebanon. You will now see more
coming in from Jordan, from Tur-
key, from Iraq or from Russia. Ev-
ne will start to operate in this
environment.”

US officials say their emphasis i
on building support for Syria’s
leaguered political opposition and
ssibly providing humanitarian
relief for refugees as the fighting
intensifies.

For their part, Russia and Iran
say they are urging Damascus to
make reforms. But they reject what
they describe as a Western-engi-
neered attempt to overthrow the
government of one of their closest
allies. Some in Washington worry
the situation may eventually
edge towards a Cold War-style
proxy conflict.

“At the moment it is not some-
thing that is being discussed,” one
US official said on condition of an-
onymity. “That is not to say that at
some point down the line it won’t
be."During the Cold War, Wash-
ington and Moscow fought pr
battles in Latin America, Affi
Afghanistan and elsewhere, arm-
ing allied governments or insur-
gents fighting against them.

US President Barack Obama,

Syrian P

Al Assad shak

facing re-election in November,
has steered away from deeper in-
volvement in Syria, a complex and
combustible political puzzle that
is a potential threat to US allies
including Israel, Turkey and Jor-
dan. “Itis very important for us to
try to resolve this without recourse
to outside milit intervention,
And I think that’s possible,” Obama
told NBC this week, dismissing
parallels with the international
military effort that toppled Libya's
Muammar Gaddafi last year.

But Damascus, facing its greatest
n four decades of the Assad
family’s dynastic rule, contends
thatitis already fighting an Islamic
insurgency funded and directed
by enemie
Arab states,

Turkey, which shares a long bor-
der with Syria, has expressed out-
rage at the violence and floated the
idea of “humanitarian corridors”
to stem the bloodshed.

Western powers including the
United States and the European
Union have imposed economic
sanctions to pressure Assad and
isolate his government. Obama has
called on Assad to step down.

Russia, which sells
and maintains a milit

y base onits

in US-allied Gulf

Mediterranean coast, has shown
no sign of backing away from its
Syrian alliance.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
visited Damascus on Tuesday and
emerged saying that Assad was
committed to halting the violence
and would soon roll out new politi-
cal reforms, promises the Syrian
leader has reneged on in the
past.

Iran has also stood by Syria,
which has long helped it support
the militant anti-Israel Hezbollah
faction in neighbouring Lebanon,
and accused Washington of trying
to destabilise the region.

“America’s plans for Syria are
evident and unfortunately some
foreign and regional countries take
part in America’s plans,” Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said late last month.

Washington's plan for Syria thus
far appears limited. After Russia's
and China’s double veto in the UN
Security Council, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton on Sunday suggest-
ed the United States would work
with allies to tighten sanctions and
support democratic change in Syria
even without Security Council
backing.

But many analysts say expand-

ing violence on the ground may
eventually force Washington and
its allies to consider additional
steps - which would be fraught with
political risk even ifno foreign forc-
es were directly involved.

“I think we should be helping
them, and I think we should look at
ways we can help them,” Republi-
can Senator John McCain said on
Tuesday, suggesting that any new
working group on Syria should con-
sider all options including military
assistance.

“Ithink everything should be on
the table as to what would be the
most effective in bringing this mas-
sacre to a halt.”

State Department spokeswoman
Victoria Nuland said the United
States did not believe arming the
opposition was a solution.

“We don’t think (sending) more
arms into Syria is the answer,” Nu-
land said. “The answeris togettoa
national democratic dialogue for
the violence to stop for the regime’s
tanks to come out of the cities, and
then for monitors to be able to go
backin.”

Shadi Hamid, a Middle East ex-
pertat the Brookings Doha Center,
said this might be wishful
thinking."I just don’t see the Syrian
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hands with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov after talks in Damascus, Syria. — AP

regime giving up here. I think they
are going to fight this to the very
last drop of blood, and that doesn’t
make me optimistic about a politi-
cal solution,” said Hamid, who
argues that the international
community should be more pro:
tive about possible military
intervention.

Not all experts are persuaded
that a proxy conflict is the
pointing to the political ri
Obama and a US public weary of
long conflicts in both Iraq and
Afghanistan.

And US fears over a Syrian quag-
mire may find an echo in Moscow,
where the immediate push to
thwart US objectives at the United
Nations may not translate into last-
ing support for Assad’s govern-
ment, according to Anthony Cord-
esman, a senior analyst at the
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies.

“There are Russian interests at
stake, but not vital Russian inter-
ests,” Cordesman said.

“Russia should certainly be try-
ing to find a way to handle this
issue which shows that Russia
has the influence to be decisive.
But they also want to see broad
stability.” — Reuters
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Last-minute business for Syrians

émbassador ‘has not been told to leave’

Diplomatic missions from Damascus operate
despite GCC announcement of expulsion

Ramona Ruiz, Haneen Dajani
and Carol Huang

ABU DHABI // More than a hundred
Syrians flocked to their country’s
embassy in the capital yesterday in
a bid to get important paperwork
completed before it is forced to
close.

On Tuesday, GCC countries said
they would recall their ambass:
dors from Damascus and expel Syr-
ian envoys in response to the wors-
eningviolence there.

A UAE Government source said
ambassadors were normally given
72hours’ notice whenexpelled.

And the prospect that the embassy
could soon close led to more than
100 Syrian nationals visiting the
consulate to get their paperwork
donewhile they still had the chance,
applying for military service defer-
ral, new passports and to have docu-
mentsattested.

“1 was worried yesterday and
wanted to chec| g
closed,” said a S
28, who was born
and works as a teller at a foreign-ex-
change house.

“There were more than 100 in the
queue and everyone wasvery busy.”

He was at the embassy for two
hours toapply for the military serv-
ice deferral that must be filled by
Syrian men living and working over-
seas. After four years, he is required
to pay a Dh18,300 “badal” fee to his
government in licu of military serv-
ice.

About 160,0000 Syrians live in the
UAE. But the embassy had noticed

adropin the numbers recently be-
cause novisas are being granted, a
memberof staff said.

A hotel employee who said he is
originally from Al Hasaka in Syria,
said he visited the embassy to renew
his passportand sawno disruptions
intheembassy's services.

“Everythingwas normal,” he said.
An office administrator, 31, from
Nabak, said it was a quiet day at the
embassy and the staff had beenvery
accommodating.

“It only took me 20 minutes to re-
new my passport,” he said. “Iwas
very surprised.”

Staffat the embassy said the am-
bassador, Dr Abdul Latif Al Dab-
bagh, had yet to leave his post, as
the embassy had not received an
official letter from the UAE Govern-
mentasking him toleav

“I'heard the news just like youand
what was said on TV,” a staff mem-
bersaid. “Butwe did notreceive any-
ngofficial.”

Staffclosed the embassy as normal
at 3pm yesterday without receiving
their marching orders from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

A security guard said that as faras
he was aware, the embassy would
openasusual at Sam today

At the Syrian consulate in Du-
bai there were fears, even among
those who wanted the ambassador
to leave, that closure would mean
monthsofinconvenience.

Many had hurried there in case
the office shut. As in Abu Dhabi,
there was a steady flow of people
in and out of the side entrance in
the morning, keen to get their pass-

The Syrian consulate in Dubai was open for business yesterday, despite the earlier

that foreign envoys would be expelled. Ali Haider | EPA

ports renewed, their new children
registeredand confirming their de-
ferrals for military service.
“Howwould I go back tomy coun-
try?" asked Firas Abdulkarim, 30,
an account manager whose pass-
port expires this month. “It would
bewrongto close the consulate.”

More than 100
Syrian nationals
yesterday visited the
consulate to get their
paperwork done

Ahmed Marawi, 26, a sales manag-
er, said he had welcomed the “good
news™ that Syrian ambassadors in
the Gulfwould have to leave.

Mr Marawi had rushed to the con-
sulate so his friend could renew his
passport before that happened.

“The head of the consulate, it's
OK,"hesaid.

“But the regular staff, they have to
be here because too many people
want to renew their passports, sign
agreements, do too many things
here.”

Others were less mindful of such
practicalities.

“It's not important,” said Aber
Amil, 38, there to register his new-
born child. “They need to clear the
entire building.”

Some ns were holding their
own diplomatic protest by refusing
to buy products from Russia or Chi-
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na, both of which vetoed a United
ations Security Council resolution
on Saturday that would have called
on Bashar Al Assad, the president,
to relinquish some powers.

Khalid, 45, said he knew people
back homewhowere throwing away
Chinese-made goods, even costly
mobile phone:

“Even if we die we will not buy
their products,” Khalid said. “Eve-
ryone with the government must
close.

But Anas Shiahen 22, a glasses
salesman, had mixed feelings about
removal of the regime or its diplo-
mats, for fear of what might follow.

“It's bad for Syria,” Mr Shiahen
said.

E rruiz@thenational.ae
# hdajani@thenational.ae
# chuang@thenational.ae
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Syriavetois a
sign that UNSC
reforms overdue

ast December, in an interview with ABC’s Barbara Walters,
Bashar Al Assad suggested that politics at the United Nations
was “a game” and the Security Council was irrelevant. In the
end, this irrelevance worked in his favour.

Indeed, it was the inherent bureaucratic faults of the Secu-
rity Council’s current makeup that allowed the blood-stained
leader to continue his assault on Syrian citizens. Russia and China, two
veto-wielding permanent members of the council, stepped to his de-
fence on Saturday, and once again, the world’s mostimportant body for
peace and security failed in its very mission.

Unchanged since its inception in 1945, the permanent makeup of the
security council today bears no relation to the world order as it stands,
but instead is a model of Cold War-era hierarchy. India, Japan, Brazil
and Germany, among others, have over the last few years pushed hard
for an expanded council, offering their own ideas on how to re-balance
power. US President Barack Obama has paid lip-service to expansion.
Even Russia has lobbied for reform - as recently as last week - when
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin told a group of lawyers in Moscow coun-
cilmembership should expand to “comply with today’s realities”.

What type of expansion is a hotly debated question. Created from the
ashes of the Second World War, five of the leading powers at the time -
Russia, the US, the UK, Chinaand France -were given permanent mem-
bership because of theirability to enforce the will of the world body. But
today, there are more global economic and military powers than those
known as the P5.

Despite the clear need for an overhaul, status quo states continue to
block reform efforts. At stake is their veto, a privilege members have
used to pursue their own interests far too often. This week’s vote on Syria
is one example, but there may be no nation more guilty of this than the
United States, which has used its veto
to defend Israel more than three dozen
times.

Security Council reform is a peren-

; nial political chestnut, and action will
Even Russia has be slow in coming. But every time the

lobbied for council council’s members come up short the

case for reform becomes stronger.

re form, as recen tl)/ Last week, the United Nati()n;gSecuri—

as last Week, ty Council failed, some would say even
betrayed, the Syrian people. As long as
the Security Council remains a closed
shop with antiquated voting practices,
it will not be the last time justice loses
out to politics.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Jeudi 9 février 2012, #48, p. 48 / Thursday, February 9, 2012, #48, p. 48

The Saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

Syria raises specter

of proxy conflict
for US and Russia

WASHINGTON— As the Obama
administration weighs worst-case
scenarios for Syria, one stands out:
a civil war that develops into a
proxy battle between Arabs and the
West on one side, and Russia and
Iran on the other.

US officials stress they do not
want to play a military role in Syria,
where President Bashar Al-Assad’s
crackdown on protests has killed
more than 5,000 people and raised
fears of a protracted power struggle
1n a country at the heart of the Arab
world.

But after US and Arab-led ef-
forts to craft consensus in the UN
Security Council on Syria’s politi-
cal transition were torpedoed by ve-
toes from Russia and China, some
analysts say risks are growing that
the international community will
line up on opposite sides of a frat-
ricidal war.

The volatile ingredients are al-
ready in place.

Resistance fighters known as
the Free Syrian Army have pledged
to liberate the country from As-
sad’s rule. Activists call for armed
support for rebels. And Syrian se-
curity forces are ratcheting up the
violence, vowing to fulfill their
president’s threat to strike with an
“iron fist” against the government’s
opponents.

“"There 1s a risk of it could be-

come a proxy conflict. It is already
headed 1in that direction,” said An-
drew Tabler, a Syria expert at the
Washington Institute for Near East
Policy.

“I think you will see now differ-
ent countries in the region betting
on the Free Syrian Army. Already
weapons have been coming in from
Lebanon. You will now see more
coming in from Jordan, from Tur-
key, from Iraq or from Russia. Ev-
eryone will start to operate in this
environment.”

US officials say their emphasis
1s on building support for Syria’s
beleaguered political opposition
and possibly providing humanitar-
1an relief for refugees as the fight-
ing intensifies.

For their part, Russia and Iran
say they are urging Damascus to
make reforms. But they reject what
they describe as a Western-engi-
neered attempt to overthrow the
government of one of their closest
allies.

Some in Washington worry the
situation may eventually edge to-
ward a Cold War-style proxy con-
flict.

“At the moment it 1s not some-
thing that 1s being discussed,” one
U.S. official said on condition of
anonymity. “That is not to say that
at some point down the line it won't
be.” — Reuters
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Syria death toll report not accurate:

Iranian deputy FM

o TR
LINIL-TITIIN Deputy  Foreign

Minister for Arab and African Affairs
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian arrived in
the Syrian capital of Damascus on
Tuesday.

He is scheduled to hold talks with
Syrian officials during his two-day trip.

In an interview with the Persian
service of Khabaronline news website
on Tuesday, Amir-Abdollahian said
that the death toll in Syria has not
been reported accurately.

“A number of people have been

kiled in clashes. But when we
examine these reports, we see that
the number of forces loyal to the
government or police forces who
have been killed are much more than
civilforces. However, we have warned
about any killing in Syria and regard it
as a red line. And (we) believe that,
not only in Syria, but in all regional
countries, opportunities should be
used and affairs should be handled by
the people and governmentsinsucha
way that the people suffer the least,”
he stated.
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Syrian Vice-President

will lead talks: Russia

Pact must be acceptable to all citizens: Lavrov

Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW: Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad has appoint-
ed his Vice-President to ne-
gotiate a political settlement
with the opposition, Russia’s
Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov has said.

The Syrian leader “con-
firmed that he had delegated
to Vice-President Farouk al-
Sharaa the authority of hold-
ing talks with all opposition
groups and set up a national
dialogue that would be inclu-
sive and involve all Syrian po-
litical forces,” Mr. Lavrov told
reporters on Wednesday up-
on his return from Damascus.

Mr. Lavrov was responding
to a question whether he had
asked Mr. Assad to step down.
When the reporter, unhappy
with the answer, repeated his
question, the Russian For-
eign Minister angrily retort-
ed: “I have answered your
question, but you probably
were not listening to what I
said: Any outcome of national

® All opposition
groups will be on
board

® Putin warns foreign
powers against
interference

3 = =

e )

dialogue must be the result of
agreement between the Syr-
ians themselves and must be
acceptable to all Syrians.”

Mr. Lavrov rejected West-
ern criticism that the U.N. Se-
curity Council missed a
chance to stop bloodshed in
Syria when Russia vetoed the
Arab-European  resolution
last week and accused the
West of trying to help armed
opposition to take over Syr-
ian cities.

“We have missed an oppor-
tunity to allow armed units
which are fighting against
government forces to take
control of cities and villages...
But if the authors of the reso-
lution had this goal in mind,

then they should have direct-
ly said that they wanted the
armed units to take control of
cities in Syria,” he said, re-
ferring to the resolution’s de-
mand that only government
forces must be pulled out of
the cities.

Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Vladimir Putin warned
foreign powers against “be-
having like a bull in a China
shop”™ in the Syrian crisis.
“We of course condemn all vi-
olence regardless of its
source, but one cannot act
like an elephant in a china
shop,” Mr. Putin told Russian
religious leaders on
Wednesday.

“We need to allow people
to decide their own fate,” he
said.

Mr. Putin said “terrible
crimes are being committed”
in Sirte and other pro-Qad-
hafi cities in Libya.

“These are appalling conse-
quences of outside interfe-
rence, first of all, armed
interference,” he said.
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