Ante la competencia de la OCS,
cescogera la OTAN
la diplomacia o las armas?

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #49
Viernes 10 de febrero de 2012

En momentos en que el doble veto ruso y chino elimina la posibilidad de una guerra
clasica contra Siria, los occidentales se ven sin plan alternativo. Lo principal es que
no saben como abordar el conflicto que los enfrenta a la Organizacion de
Cooperacion de Shangai (OCS): ;recurrir a la diplomacia o desencadenar una
guerra a través de un intermediario?

La respuesta a esta pregunta depende de la aceptacion o del rechazo de la
decadencia del Imperio estadounidense. Los partidarios de la guerra prevén una
forma de conflicto de baja intensidad que implicaria el uso de grupos de
combatientes con bases de retaguardia en Turquia, Libano y Jordania. Por su parte,
los realistas senialan que en ese caso la guerra se extenderia a esos tres Estados y
alcanzaria inevitablemente a Israel.

A falta de estrategia definida, cada uno trata de consolidar sus propias posiciones. El
Consejo Nacional Sirio viaja a Qatar con la esperanza de que los Estados del Golfo
lo reconozcan como unico representante del pueblo sirio, en reemplazo de la
Repuiblica Arabe Siria. Mientras tanto, la Coordinacion para el Cambio Democrdtica
viaja a Pekin, que se propone como mediador.

La prensa israeli observa que el Ejército Sirio Libre es una apelacion genérica que
designa una serie de grupos heteroclitos que cuentan en total con unos 4 000 o 7 000
individuos armados, cifra muy inferior a los 40 000 que dicen tener, entre los cuales
los desertores sirios son una infima minoria. Numerosos diarios reconocen ahora que
esos grupos armados, que comparan con la Brigadas Internacionales, se componen
esencialmente de salafistas extranjeros, dirigidos principalmente por instructores
britanicos y qataries. Aunque estan oponiendo una fuerte resistencia a la ofensiva
emprendida a principios de esta semana por el ejército nacional sirio, estos grupos
enfrentan graves dificultades ya que no cuentan con el respaldo de la poblacion.

* La prensa alemana anuncia la expulsion de 4 diplomaticos sirios acreditados en la
Republica Federal. Se les acusa de haber montado un dispositivo de vigilancia contra
los opositores sirios refugiados en Alemania.

* El Tagesspiegel ridiculiza las iniciativas diplomadticas tendientes a evadir el doble

veto, sefialando que la accion se ha desplazado del campo de batalla a las lineas...
telefonicas.
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* En un articulo firmado por Guido Olimpio, el Corriere della Sera confirma desde
Washington lo que los lectores de la Red Voltaire ya saben desde hace 2 meses: el
Ejército Sirio Libre se compone mayoritariamente de elementos armados extranjeros,
sobre todo libios. Cuenta ademas con el apoyo de las «Fuerzas Especiales de Qatar, de
Arabia Saudita y de los occidentales» (esta enumeracion evita mencionar a Turquia,
que acaba de retirarse del dispositivo como resultado de la firma con Siria e Iran de un
protocolo secreto, durante la visita del ministro ruso de Relaciones Exteriores Serguei
Lavrov).

« Javier Espinosa observa en el diario espafiol E/ Mundo que el conflicto religioso no
es entre la mayoria sunnita y la minoria alauita. En efecto, la mayor parte de los
sunnitas apoyan al presidente al-Assad. En realidad, el conflicto religioso esta
teniendo lugar en el seno de la comunidad sunnita. El gran mufti Ahmad Hasun
respalda al gobierno en nombre de la unidad nacional mientras que, desde Arabia
Saudita, el jeque Adnan al-Arur estd llamando a desatar la yihad. Como consecuencia,
los rebeldes asesinaron al hijo del gran mutfti.

* En el diario espafiol ABC, José de Areilza deplora la actitud de la baronesa Ashton.
La Alta Representante de la Unién Europea no ha sido capaz de establecer un punto
de vista comun de los europeos sobre la cuestion siria. Una vez mas, la Union
Europea no sirve para nada.

El reproche tiene una base real, pero resulta excesivo en la medida en que Catherine
Ashton desempefio un papel protagénico en el apoyo de Brasil, la India y Sudafrica al
proyecto de resolucion que Marruecos presento al Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU.
La baronesa Ashton se enfrenta ademas a la competencia entre Nicolas Sarkozy y
David Cameron. Ambos reclaman, cada uno por su cuenta, el proyecto de una
conferencia que retina un grupo de contacto sobre Siria, aunque en realidad se trata de
una idea que les soplo la secretaria de Estado US Hillary Clinton.

* El Daily Telegraph pone a prueba un posible cortafuego para las revelaciones que
sefialan la presencia de instructores extranjeros en el Ejército Libre Sirio al afirmar
que los iranies estan haciendo lo mismo con el ejército nacional sirio.

En realidad, como consecuencia de la abrogacién del estado de urgencia y del
reconocimiento del derecho a organizar manifestaciones, Siria estd creando un cuerpo
de policia destinado a garantizar la seguridad de las manifestaciones, para lo cual ha
tenido que adquirir equipamiento policial. Debido al embargo, se ha visto obligada ha
adquirir ese equipamiento en Irdn, lo cual nada tiene que ver con instructores
militares.

* El Globe and Mail estudia 4 opciones: 1) cruzarse de brazos y esperar, 2) crear
enclaves humanitarios y ejercer presiones diplomaticas, 3) reconocer a la oposicion y
proporcionarle armas, 4) desencadenar la guerra sin mandato de la ONU. El diario
concluye que lo mejor es no hacer nada y esperar que el régimen no cometa una gran
masacre.

* En el Washington Times, Jackson Diehl apoya la proposicion de los senadores
estadounidenses John McCain, Lindsey Graham y Joseph Lieberman a favor de armar
a la oposicion siria. Por el contrario, el editorialista del Los Angeles Times estima que
esa opcion solo llevaria a la catastrofe y se pronuncia a favor de la diplomacia.
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* El profesor Marwan Kabalan sefiala en el Gulf News que el cambio en la correlacion
mundial de fuerzas conduce a un realineamiento regional. Todo depende de que
mejoren las relaciones entre Irak y Siria.

* El Moscow Times estima que, para Rusia, una partida de Bachar al-Assad sélo
tendria consecuencias adversas.
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The Washington Times (USA)
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Le Monde (France)
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Le Figaro (France)
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Berlin: Neue Syrien-Beobachtermission sinnvoll

Ohne einen Beschluss des Sicherheitsrats
hatten die UN der Arabischen Liga schon
vor einigen Wochen .technische Hilfe*
fur jhrer Beobachtermission angeboten;
dabei geht es um die Vorbereitung der Be-
obachter. Die Liga hatte bisher keine Er-
fahrung mit solchen Einsatzen. Nach An-
gaben Bans schlug Arabi vor, auch ein
neuer Syrien-Gesandter solle von den UN
und der Liga gemeinsam ernannt werden.

Ein Sprecher des russischen AuBenmi-
nisteriums bezog derweil am Donnerstag
vehement gegen den von Westerwelle
ebenfalls befiirworteten Plan westlicher
und arabischer Staaten Stellung, eine
.Gruppe der Freunde des demokrati-
schen Syriens“ ins Leben zu rufen. Nach
amerikanischen Angaben soll das vorran-
gige Ziel der Organisation humanitare
Hilfe fiir die syrische Bevdlkerung sein.
Der Sprecher sagte in Moskau weiter,
Russland lehne derartige Formate ab,
weil diese nur der Einmischung von au-
Ben in den syrischen Konflikt Vorschub
leisten sollten. Solche Gruppen hitten
nicht das Recht, im Namen der Staatenge-
meinschaft Strategien fir die Losung
schwieriger internationaler oder regiona-
ler Probleme vorzugeben.

Russland und China hatten am Sams-
tag mit ihrem Veto im UN-Sicherheitsrat
die Verabschiedung einer Syrien-Resoluti-
on verhindert, mit welcher die Arabische
Liga unterstiitzt werden sollte. Ban duBer-
te abermals scharfe Kritik daran, dass der
Rat in der Syrien-Krise sprachlos geblie-
ben sei. Offenbar mit Blick auf Assads
Treffen mit dem russischen AuBenminis-
ter Sergej Lawrow am Dienstag in Damas-
kus beklagte Ban: ,Wir haben zu viele ge-
brochene Versprechen gehort, selbst in-
nerhalb der vergangenen 24 Stunden.“
Ban machte seinen Abscheu gegeniiber
dem Assad-Regime deutlich, wollte aber
nicht auvsdriicklich dessen Riicktritt for-
dern oder ausschlieBen, dass es unter As-
sad zu einem Dialog mit der Opposition
kommen kénnte.

Die Arabische Liga fordert einen politi-
schen Prozess in Syrien, fiir den Assad sei-
ne Machtbefugnisse zundchst seinem
Stellvertreter iibergeben solle; die von
Moskau und Peking vereitelte UN-Resolu-
tion hitte den entsprechenden Plan der
Liga unterstiitzt. Vertreter der Liga hat-
ten russische Bedenken gegen einen Re-
gimewechsel vorige Woche in New York
mit der Erlduterung zu entkriften ver-
sucht, entscheidend sei zundchst, dass As-
sads Stellvertreter die Befugnis erhalte, ei-
nen solchen Dialog zu fihren. Lawrow
hatte nach seinen Gesprachen in Damas-
kus mitgeteilt, Assad habe das getan; Vize-
prasident Faruk al Sharaa sei mit dem Dia-
log beauftragt. Bisher gibt es keine Anzei-
chen dafiir, dass sich der oppositionelle

Nationalrat ohne einen Riicktritt Assads
auf Gesprache einlassen konnte.

Derweil sucht die chinesische Regie-
rung das Gesprach mit der syrischen Op-
position. Der stellvertretende AuBenmi-
nister Zhai Jun teilte am Donnerstag in
Peking mit, er habe erstmals eine Delega-
tion von Oppositionellen empfangen. Ein
Sprecher des Auflenministeriums sagte,
die Regierung in Peking wolle den Kon-
takt zu relevanten oppositionellen Grup-
pen aufrechterhalten. Die Delegation des
Nationalen Koordinierungskomitees fiir
Demokratischen Wandel reiste am Don-
nerstag ab. Die Oppositionsgruppe setzt
sich aus iberwiegend linksgerichteten

Beweis: Eine Granate in Homs

Foto dpa

Parteien und Gruppen zusammen, sie ist
neben dem Syrischen Nationalrat eine
der groBen Dachorganisationen der Re-
gimegegner.

In Syrien setzten die Truppen Assads
auch am Donnerstag den schon eine Wo-
che andavernden Beschuss der Protest-
hochburg Homs fort. Einwohner berichte-
ten, zahlreiche Wohnhauser seien von
Granaten getroffen worden. Nach Anga-
ben von Aktivisten wurden wieder Dut-
zende Menschen getdtet. Demnach wur-
den Hunderte Soldaten und Dutzende
Panzer und andere Militirfahrzeuge in
die Stadt verlegt. Ein Oppositionsaktivist
im Exil forderte die Tirkei und die westli-
chen Staaten auf, die verzweifelte Bevol-
kerung der Stadt avs der Luft mit medizi-
nischen Giitern und Babynahrung zu ver-
sorgen.

Die Turkei will zur Beendigung des
BlutvergieBens in ihrem Nachbarland
eine internationale Konferenz zur Sy-
rien-Krise abhalten. AuBenminister Davu-
toglu sprach in einem Fernsehinterview
von einem Forum unter Beteiligung aller
wichtigen Staaten in der Turkei oder ei-
nem anderen Land der Region. ,Man
kann Syrien nicht seinem Schicksal ber-
lassen®, sagte er. Seine Regierung wolle
moglichst bald einen Fahrplan zur Beile-
gung der Krise erarbeiten, sagte Davuto-
glu, der gegeniber der Nachrichtenagen-
tur Reuters eine militdrische Intervention
ausschloss. ,Noch ist Zeit fir diplomati-
sche Bemithungen*“, sagte der AuBenmi-
nister. Die Zeitung .Zaman* zitierte na-
mentlich nicht genannte Regierungsmitar-
beiter, nach deren Angaben nicht mit der
Planung fiir ein etwaiges Eingreifen be-

gonnen wurde. Die tirkische Initiative,
die Ministerprasident Erdogan angekiin-
digt hatte, sei noch in der Vorbereitungs-
nhase. JFrither oder spiter musst du fir

oms die Rechnung bezahlen®, hatte Er-
dogan an den syrischen Machthaber ge-
richtet gesagt. ,,O Baschar, es kommt alles
zuriick.*

Russland befiirwortet eine starkere Rol-
le der Tirkei bei dem Bemiihen der Staa-
tengemeinschaft um einen politischen
Ausweg aus der Syrien-Krise. Auf Ersu-
chen Ankaras sprachen Erdogan und der
russische Prasident Medwedjew am Mitt-
wochabend am Telefon Gber den Kon-
flikt. Ob Medwedjew die tiirkische Initiati-
ve billigte, ging aus den Berichten iiber
das Gesprach nicht hervor.

Berlin weist syrische Diplomaten aus

johe. BERLIN, 9. Februar. Deutschland
weist vier syrische Diplomaten aus. Das
Auswirtige Amt teilte am Donnerstag in
Berlin mit, der syrische Botschafter sei
iiber die Entscheidung schon informiert
worden. Genauere Angaben zu den Griin-
den fir die Ausweisung machte das Aus-
wirtige Amt nicht. Auflenminister Wes-
terwelle lies verlauten, die Entscheidung
sei erfolgt, nachdem am Dienstag zwei
mutmaBliche syrische Spione in Berlin
festgenommen worden waren. Thnen wird
vorgeworfen, syrische Oppositionelle in
Deutschland bespitzelt zu haben. Schon
am Dienstag sei der syrische Botschafter
ins Auswiartige Amt einbestellt worden.
Dabei sei ihm zum wiederholten Mal klar-
gemacht worden, dass ein Vorgehen ge-
gen syrische Oppositionelle in Deutsch-
land nicht hingenommen werde.

Schrille Tone: Der russische Wahlkampf und die Syrien-Krise

In Russland wird noch geritselt, wozu
die Mission von AuBenminister Sergej
Lawrow gut war. Hat die Fithrung ei-
nen Masterplan fiir die kontrollierte
Beseitigung des Assad-Regimes durch
eine Palastrevolution alawitischer Ge-
nerile unter Moskauer Regie? Will der
Kreml so den russischen Einfluss und
die Wirtschaftsinteressen in Syrien be-
wahren? Ging es darum, Assad klarzu-
machen, dass Russland nicht mehr far
ihn tun kann, als es bislang unternom-
men habe, und es mittlerweile nur
noch darum gehen kann, sein Leben
und das seiner nichsten Umgebung zu
retten? Fjedor Lukjanow von der Fach-
zeitschrift ,Russia in Global Affairs*
nannte eine Zusammenarbeit mit dem
Westen als eine Maglichkeit, mit der
Moskau trotz allen Streits das Gesche-

hen in Syrien in seinem Sinne beein-
flussen kdnne. )

Solche moderaten AuBerungen sind
im russischen Prisidentschaftswahl-
kampf kaum méglich, wo es immer
schwieriger wird, der Offentlichkeit
mogliche Bemithungen Russlands zu
vermitteln, sich mit dem Westen ins
Benehmen zu setzen. Denn im Kampf
um Wihlerstimmen haben schrille
Téne Konjunktur, in denen der helden-
hafte .Kampf gegen den amerikani-
schen Imperialismus“ beschworen
oder den Menschen ein Weltmachtsta-
tus Russlands vorgegaukelt wird, den
das Land aber nicht mehr besitzt.

In dieser Art lieB3en sich sowohl der
Ultranationalist Wladimir Schiri-
nowskij oder Kommunistenchef
Gennadij Sjuganow vernehmen.

Putins Tone, der ansonsten verbale
Attacken gegen Washington liebt und
darauf auch einen Teil seines Wahl-
kampfes stiitzt, waren leiser. Er verur-
teilte auslindische Einmischung,
sprach sich aber auch dafiir aus, den
Menschen in Syrien zu helfen und da-
fiir zu sorgen, dass beide Seiten des
Konflikts auBerstande seien, Waffenge-
walt anzuwenden. Am deutlichsten
wurde der Prasidentschaftskandidat
Michail Prochorow. Moskau misse
Assad dazu bringen, den Artillerie-
beschuss von Stddten sofort einzu-
stellen. Er kritisierte das Aufen-
ministerium, es habe sich in der
Syrien-Politik von ideologischen
Dogmen und antiamerikanischer Pho-
bie leiten lassen. Das sei anachronis-
tisch. (M.L.)
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,Mr. Njet” richtet sich nach
Putins Wahlzielen

drbeifig und mit tiefem Bass tritt

Russlands Auflenminister Sergej

Lawrow oft auf. Und vor allem ent-

schlossen, egal, ob er sich und

sein Land damit isoliert: Seies bei
dem vom damaligen Uno-Generalsekretar
Kofi Annan verordneten Rauchverbot bei
den Vereinten Nationen, dem Kettenraucher
Lawrow paffend sein Nein entgegensetzte,
oder sei es diese Woche das Kreml-Veto ge-
gen eine Syrien-Resolution.

Moskau hat sich damit zwar nicht volligiso-
liert, weifl der Kreml doch China an seiner
Seite. Doch Russland verdrgert mit seinem
Veto nicht nur den Westen, sondern vor al-
lem alle anderen arabischen Liander. Lawrow
weifl dabei sehr genau, dass es falsch ist, Ba-
shar el Assad zu stiitzen, weil sich der syri-
sche Diktator vielleicht mit Moskaus Hilfe
noch einige Zeit halten kann, aber am Ende
doch stiirzen wird. Das wird eine umso bluti-
gere Lynchjustiz gegen die heute herr-
schende Minderheit der Alawiten zur Folge
haben, je langer der Kampf noch dauert. Und
die heutige Opposition wird dann Russlands
Flottenstiitzpunkt in der syrischen Hafen-
stadt Tartus schliefen.

Russland hat in Syrien etwas zu verlieren:
den einzig verbliebenen direkten Zugang
zum Mittelmeer und einen dankbaren Waf-
fenkunden. Und das alles fiir den Beweis, be-
driangten Freunden bis zuletzt beizustehen.
Vor allem aber verliert Moskau endgiiltig
seine Rolle im Nahen Osten, die seit dem
Ende des Kalten Krieges ohnehin schlei-
chend schwand. Und so setzt bei russischen
Diplomaten beredtes Schweigen ein, wenn es
darum geht, warum Lawrow nun den Nach-

Mathias
Brilggmann

Moskaus Taktieren im Um-
gang mit Syrien und Iran
zeigt vor allem eines: Wir
brauchen ein Umdenken in
Russland - und im Westen.

folger des sowjetischen Mr. Njet gibt, des frii-
heren, fast alles ablehnenden Aufenminis-
ters Andrej Gromyko. Sie deuten damit an,
was Russland-Experten offen sagen: Das Nein
im Sicherheitsrat zur Syrien-Resolution wur-
de von Premier Wladimir Putin diktiert. Er
nutzt die offene Konfrontation mit dem Wes-
ten fiir seinen Prasidentschaftswahlkampf.
Aber der Preis fiir Putins innenpolitisch
motivierte Syrien-Politik ist gewaltig: Katars
Premierminister hat dem Kreml bereits offen
angedroht, dass Moskau wegen des Vetos alle
arabischen Staaten als Partner verliere. Das
ist verstandlich. Das kleine, aber politisch
hochambitionierte Land hat in der Syrien-
Frage alle Kraft eingesetzt, um die traditio-
nell unter dgyptischer Vorherrschaft ste-
hende und total zerstrittene Arabische Liga
zu einen. Erstmals hat sogar das machtige
Saudi-Arabien der Forderung nach Abgang ei-
nes Herrschers aus der Region zugestimmt.

Und auch andere arabische Staaten sind
hochgradig verdrgert iiber Moskau, allen vo-
ran die Umbruchstaaten. Das aber ist brand-
gefdhrlich: Denn der Kreml-Konzern Gaz-
prom, der ohnehin schon bei seinen Projek-
ten in Libyen unter Druck steht, konnte dafiir
aus dem wichtigsten Olforderland Nordafri-
kas gedrangt werden. Insgesamt droht Russ-
land nun endgiiltig der Verlust des Einflusses
in einer Region, in der es um Russlands ein-
zige nennenswerte Assets geht: Ol und Gas.
Nur Iran ist noch auf Zuspruch aus und auf
Handel mit Moskau angewiesen.

Einzg der Verdruss tiber den Westen er-
klart Putins verfehlte Aufenpolitik: Als der
Kreml im Sicherheitsrat eine Flugverbots-
zone in Libyen durch seine Enthaltung er-
maoglichte, tiberdehnte die Nato die Resolu-
tion zur Rechtfertigung fiir Angriffe auf Gad-
dafis Truppen. In der leidigen Frage eines Ra-
ketenabwehrschirms gegen Iran, wo Moskau
miteinbezogen werden méchte, taktieren vor
allem die USA. Europa schweigt wie fast im-
mer. Dabei ist weder eine Isolation Russlands
noch das Driangen in eine Dauerallianz mit
China fiir den Westen sinnvoll.

Vielmehr brauchen wir zweierlei Umden-
ken: im Westen hin zu einer vertrauensvollen
Realpolitik mit Moskau. Und im Kreml weg
von der Stiitzung von ihm freundlich gesinn-
ten Diktatoren und der Verteidigung kurzfris-
tiger Interessen hin zur Ausarbeitung einer
Strategie zur langfristigen Positionierung
Russlands auf der Weltkarte.

Der Autor Ist Korrespondent fiir AuBenpolitlk
In Berlin. Sie erreichen ihn unter:
brueggmann@handelsblatt.com
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Die Spielregeln andern

iejenigen, die glauben, Russland und

China stellen sich quer, weil Diktato-

ren nun mal Diktatoren stiitzen, ma-
chen es sich zu einfach. Abgesehen davon,
dass im Fall Irans auch die Demokratien In-
dien und Siidkorea Seite an Seite mit China
agieren, sind fiir Peking vor allem zwei
Punkte entscheidend: Syrien und Iran spielen
beim Ausbau ihrer geostrategischen Macht
eine zentrale Rolle, die sie mit der gleichen
Hirte durchsetzen wie die USA, allerdings
ohne irgendwo einzumarschieren. Und der
Westen verhdlt sich, zumindest aus der Sicht
der Chinesen, scheinheilig.

Zundchst zum Einfluss: Wahrend Iran einer
der wichtigsten Ol- und Gaslieferanten Chinas
ist, will Peking durch Syrien den Zugang zum
Mittelmeer auf dem kiirzesten Landweg. Die
Seidenstrafle, einst Chinas wichtigste Handels-
route, endete in Syrien. Neue Eisenbahnstre-
cken und Pipelines sind bereits geplant, zum
Beispiel, um nordafrikanisches Ol nach Osten
zu transportieren. Gleichzeitig versucht sich
China mit Israel gutzustellen. Gemeinsam will
man eine Bahnlinie vom Mittelmeer zum Ro-
ten Meer bauen, um den Suez-Kanal zu entlas-
ten.

Aber auch in umgekehrter Richtung ist Sy-
rien als Partner interessant. Syrien ist Mit-
glied der Mittelmeer-Union und fiir China
eine Hintertiir, sollte die EU Handelsbarrie-
ren aufbauen. In diesen geostrategischen Fra-
gen stehen die Vetopartner Russland und
Chinain Konkurrenz: Die Russen haben in der
syrischen Stadt Tartus einen Flottenstiitz-
punkt, den sie ausbauen wollen.

Frank
Sieren

Peking will sich nicht vorfiih-
ren lassen. Auch deshalb
stelltes sich in der Uno
beim Thema Syrien quer.

Mindestens ebenso wichtig fiir das Veto ist
aus chinesischer Sicht das Verhalten des Wes-
tens: In Fragen der Menschenrechte messe er
mit zweierlei Maf. Bei Menschenrechtsverlet-
zungen in Staaten mit antiwestlichen Regie-
rungen wird hérter durchgegriffen, zumal
wenn es dort etwas zu holen gibt. Zudem hit-
ten Afghanistan und Irak gezeigt, dass ein von
auflen erzwungener Regimewechsel nicht die
gewiinschten Erfolge bringe. Und daher will
China seine Position als einer der letzten Ge-
sprachspartner, denen Assad noch vertraut,
nicht leichtfertig verspielen.

Allerdings hat Peking nun auch die Pflicht,
diese Chance zu nutzen. Zumal die Chinesen
iiberzeugt sind, dass die westlichen Alliierten
im Falle Libyens die Uno-Resolution miss-
braucht haben: Die Durchsetzung eines Uber-
flugverbotes fiir Gaddafis Flugzeuge wurde
verabschiedet. Heraus kamen Luftangriffe auf

die Regierungstruppen, die der Opposition
zum Sieg verhalfen. Insofern fiihlt sich Peking
in seinen Befiirchtungen bestitigt und sieht
nun weniger Grund denn je zuzustimmen, so-
lange sich nicht alle verpflichten, sich auch
global an Spielregeln zu halten, die im Westen
auf nationalstaatlicher Ebene lingst Alltag
sind.

Aus Pekings Sicht herrscht auf globaler
Ebene nochdas Unrecht des Stirkeren. Vor al-
lem aber die USA haben kein Interesse, das zu
dndern, weil sie davon profitieren. Insofern
kann man nicht nur China Scheinheiligkeit
vorwerfen, sondern auch dem Westen. Dass
selbst der deutsche Uno-Botschafter Peter Wit-
tig sich in den Chor der Emporten einreiht
und mit Blick auf China und Russland von ei-
ner ,schreienden Schande® spricht, ist schon
erstaunlich.

Niemand glaubt ernsthaft, eine Uno-Resolu-
tion werde etwas an der verfahrenen Situa-
tion in Syrien dndem, die jeden Tag neue To-
desopfer fordert. Die Emporung ist zudem un-
geschickt: Die westliche Uberheblichkeit ver-
hindert die Verfeinerung der Spielregeln und
schwidcht damit ein Uno-Instrument, das
wichtiger denn je ist. Ironischerweise sind es
die Chinesen und die Russen, die auf Fort-
schritte in dieser Frage dringen. Das hat ei-
nen einfachen Grund: Die beiden politisch
wichtigsten BRIC-Staaten China und Russland
wollen sich nicht mehr vorfiihren lassen.

Der Bestsellerautor (,,Angst vor China“)
glitals elner der fiihrenden China-Kenner.
www.sleren.net/sleren@handelsblatt.com
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Besuch in Daraa

Syrien: Im vergangenen Mirz begannen in der Stadt an der Grenze zu Jordanien die bis heute
anhaltenden Unruhen. Von Karin Leukefeld, Daraa

eit mehr als einer Woche gehen
S die syrische Armee, Truppen des

Innenministeriums und Geheim-
dienste mit einer GroRoffensive gegen
bewaffnete Aufstindische vor. Die mei-
sten der Satellitenstidte um die Haupt-
stadt Damaskus gelten inzwischen
aus staatlicher Sicht als »befriedet«,
auch wenn dort immer wieder Gewalt
aufflammt. Schwerpunkt der Opera-
tionen ist inzwischen die Stadt Homs,
in der Gruppen der »Freien Syrischen
Armee« und andere Bewaffnete seit
Wochen die Stadtteile Baba Amro und
Khaldiye kontrollieren. Internationale
Medien berichten unter Bezugnahme
auf Angaben von Teilen der Opposition
und von Aufstindischen tiber viele To-
te und groRe Zerstorung. Ausldndische
Journalisten diirfen zwar versuchen,
auf eigene Faust nach Homs zu fahren,
missen jedoch beim Informationsmi-
nisterium eine Erkldrung hinterlassen,
dal sie dies auf eigene Verantwortung
tun. Das Risiko, zwischen die Fronten
zu geraten, ist jedoch groR.

Besser zuginglich ist Daraa, das als
Ausgangspunkt der Protestbewegung
gilt. Auch dort sind die Folgen der
gewaltsamen Auseinandersetzungen
allgegenwiirtig.

Bei der Ausfahrt aus Damaskus sind
eimge Kontrollpunkte der Armee zu
passieren. Der Verkehr auf der brei-
ten Schnellstrafe wird auf eine einzige
Spur geleitet. Manche Fahrzeuginsas-
sen mussen ihre Papiere vorzeigen,
doch die meisten werden ohne weiteres
durchgewunken, so auch der Bus mit
25 Journalisten auslindischer Medien
und drei Begleitern des Informations-
ministeriums. Der Verkehr in Gegen-
richtung staut sich bedeutend linger.

Die Fahrt verlduft ruhig. Gut 100
Kilometer spiter ist der Ortseingang
von Daraa erreicht. Ab hier wird der
Bus von einem grin-weiRen Fahrzeug
begleitet, auf dem an den Seitentiiren
»Protokoll« steht. Offensichtlich han-
delt es sich um ein ausrangiertes Po-
lizeifahrzeug aus Deutschland. Zwei
zivile Fahrzeuge der Sicherheitsdien-
ste schlieBen sich dem Konvoi an. Mit
Sirenen geht es auf der Uberholspur
vorbei an den Autoschlangen, die vor
dem Kontrollpunkt der Armee warten,
um in die 300 0oo Einwohner zihlende
Stadt fahren zu kénnen. Durch ruhige
Vororte geht es weiter, wenig Verkehr
ist auf den Stralen.

P

Krieg gegen Damaskus: Bewaffneter Kimpfer im nordwestsyrischen Idlib, 20 Kilometer von der tirkischen Grenze entfernt

Direkt neben dem »Hotel zur Wei-
Ben Rose«, in dem bis vor Kurzem
eine Gruppe der Beobachterdelegati-
on der arabischen Liga untergebracht
war, liegt der Amtssitz von Gouverneur
Mohammed Khaled Al-Hanous. Man
konne die »sicheren Plitze« in Daraa
besuchen, sagt er und ridumt damit ein,
dal es auch unsichere Gegenden in
der Provinzhauptstadt gibt. Von dem
energischen Mann erhilt die Gruppe
eine chronologische Darstellung der
Ereignisse, die die Stadt seit Mitte
Miirz vergangenen Jahres erschulttert
haben. Eine Gruppe von Schuljungen
hatte damals regimefeindliche Parolen
an eine Schulwand geschrieben, Di-
rektor und Sicherheitsbehtirden griffen
hart durch. Die Jungen wurden festge-
nommen und nach Auskunft von An-
gehorigen mifhandelt. Das fihrte zu
Protesten, die Regierung rdumte Fehler
ein, der damalige Gouverneur wurde
abgeltst, und auch der Polizeiprésident
von Daraa, ein Verwandter von Prisi-
dent Baschar Al-Assad, muBSte gehen.

1,16 Millionen Menschen leben in
der Provinz Daraa. Viele Familien ha-
ben Verwandte in Jordanien, der Grenz-
Ubergang nach Ramta ist nur wenige
Kilometer entfernt. Seit Jahrhunder-
ten wird hier Handel getrieben, doch

heute dient der Grenzilbergang auch
dem Schmuggel von Waffen. Kimpfer
werden ebenfalls durch ihn geschleuft.
Auf der Al-Schohadaa, der zentralen
Einkaufsstrafe, scheinen hingegen
Handel und Alltag ihren gewohnten
Gang zu gehen. Die meisten Geschifte
sind gedffnet, vor den anderen haben
sich fliegende Hindler auf dem Geh-
weg niedergelassen und bieten Schals
und Muzen, Strimpfe und Ohrenwiir-
mer an.

Es folgt ein Fototermin bei der Ort-
lichen Fernseh- und Rundfunkstation.
Das kleine Gebdude wurde von Auf-
stindischen in Brand gesteckt. nach-
dem der Sender ttber Waffen in den
Hiinden der Regierungsgegner berich-
tet hatte, berichtet ein Begleiter. Aus
Kreisen der Protestbewegung heifit es,
der Sender sei wegen seiner Propa-
ganda fur das Regime attackiert wor-
den. Vom Dach des Hauses blickt man
(ber eine tiefe Senke auf den stdlichen
Teil der Stadt. Hier liegt die Omari-
Moschee, Treffpunkt und Ausgangs-
punkt vieler Proteste. Auf der breiten
StraRe, die an dem Gebiude vorbei in
Richtung Jordanien fahrt, sind proviso-
rische Barrikaden mit Autoreifen und
Steinen aufgebaut. Das Wohnviertel
wirkt verlassen, vor einem Haus ste-

hen zwei Frauen und blicken neugierig
herfiber.

Weiter geht es zum ehemaligen Ge-
richtsgebéude, das am 21. Mirz 2011 in
Brand gesteckt wurde. Ein Begleiter
berichtet, daf Ende der 50er Jahre, als
Syrien mit Agypten in der nur drei Jah-
re bestehenden Vereinigten Arabischen
Republik zusammengeschlossen war,
der dgyptische Prisident Gamal Abdel
Nasser vom Balkon des 1922 erbauten
Hauses eine Rede gehalten hat. Vor
dem Gebiude treffe ich den 47jihri-
gen Dschihad Dschamous. Von den 15
Schreibern und Notaren, die frither auf
dem Platz vor dem Gericht Beschei-
nigungen ausgestellt und beglaubigt
haben, sei er als einziger geblieben,
erzihlt er. Seine Kollegen hitten auf-
gegeben, nachdem das Gerichtsge-
biiude ausgebrannt war. Sein kleiner
Tisch unter den ausladenden Zweigen
eines hohen Eukalyptusbaumes wird
von zwei Schirmen gegen Sonne und
Regen geschitzt. Gerade beglaubigt
Dschamous einem jungen Mann die
drztliche Bescheinigung, die Minner
und Frauen vorlegen mtssen, wenn sie
heiraten wollen. »Gerichtsfille gibt es
hier keine mehr, die Leute heiraten nur
noche, lacht er, aber tiber Politik will er
nicht reden.
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Deutschland weist vier
syrische Diplomaten aus

SYRIEN Pro Asyl kritisiert: Warum geht Berlin erst
jetzt gegen Schergen des Assad-Regimes vor?

BERLIN dpa/taz | Nach der Fest-
nahme von zwei mutmafilichen
syrischen Spionen hat Deutsch-
land am Donnerstag vier Diplo-
maten des Landes ausgewiesen.

Aus dem Auswartigen Amt
hiefl es dazu, die vier Syrer waren
an Aktivitaten beteiligt gewesen,
die ,mit dem Diplomatenrecht
nicht vereinbar” gewesen seien.
Die Ausweisung von Botschafts-
mitarbeitern gehort zu den har-
testen Strafen, die auf diplomati-
schem Gebiet moglich sind. Au-
fenminister Guido Westerwelle
(FDP) drohte zugleich mit weite-
ren Konsequenzen, sollten sich
im Zuge der laufenden Ermitt-
lungen neue Hinweise auf eine
Einschiichterung von syrischen
Oppositionellen in Deutschland
seitens der syrischen Botschaft
in Berlin ergeben.

Bereits am Dienstag war der
Botschafter Syriens ins Auswarti-
ge Amt einbestellt worden, nach-
demin Berlin ein Deutschlibane-
se und ein Syrer festgenommen
wurden. Sie stehen im Verdacht,
in Deutschland lebende Opposi-
tionelle bespitzelt zu haben, und
sitzen inzwischen in Untersu-
chungshaft.

Die Flichtlingsorganisation
Pro Asyl kritisiert, die Bespitze-
lung von Syrern im Exil sei ,seit
Jahren bekannt’, aber lange , ein-

fach hingenommen“ worden.
Tatsachlich heifit es schon im
Bundesverfassungsschutzbe-
richt fiir 2010, syrische Geheim-
dienste fihrten von der Bot-
schaft in Berlin aus ein Agenten-
netz, um Regimegegner zu tiber-
wachen. Sie schreckten dabei
nicht vor Repressalien gegen die-
se und deren Angehorige in der
Heimat zurtick. Syrer in Deutsch-
land, dieinihrem Visierstiinden,
miussten bei einer Rickkehr
nach Syrien mit Festnahmen,
Verhoren und Misshandlungen
rechnen. Auch die deutsche
Staatsburgerschaft schiitze da-
bei nicht vor Repressalien.

Pro Asyl kritisiert in diesem
Zusammenhang, dass Flichtlin-
gen aus Syrien hierzulande bis
Mitte 2011 kaum Asyl gewahrt
worden sei. Dabei sei bekannt ge-
wesen, dass abgeschobene Syrer
in Syrien gefoltert wurden.

Unterdessen geht in Syrien
das Toten offenbar weiter. Der
Nachrichtensender al-Arabija
meldete unter Berufung auf Re-
gimegegner, landesweit seien
am Donnerstag mindestens
126 Menschen von den Regie-
rungstruppen getotet worden,
davon allein 107 in der Protest-
hochburg Homs. Die UN priifen
nun die Entsendung einer Beob-
achtermission. BAX
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‘cuc Initiativen nach dem Veto im Sicherheitsrat

Kampl per Telefon

Dic Turkei organisiert ein Trelfen — und schliclst auch eine Militarintervention nicht mehr explizit aus

GEWALT IN SYRIEN

VON THOMAS SEIBERT, ISTANBUL

Die tiirkische Regierung hat ihre an
digte internationale Syrien-Initiative ge-
startet, Auf ister Ahmet [ gl

warb flir eine Syrien-Konferenz, diein der
Tiirkei oder sonst wo in der Region statt-
finden kénne. Ministerprisident Recep
Erdogan seinerseits rief den rus:
Prisidenten Dmitri Medwedew
ist es, den Druck auf das Regime des
schen Prisidenten Baschar al Assad we
ter zu erhithen. An die Adresse Assads,
der derzeit die Stadt Homs mit Artillerie
beschiefRen lisst, gerichtet, warnte Erdo-
gan:  Frither oder spiiter musst du fir

das syrische Volk nicht seinem Schicksal
iiberlassen. Ankara wolle eine internatio-
nale Syrien-Konferenz organisieren und
halte eine Einladung in die Tiirkei ebenso
fir miglich wie ein Treffen in einem an-
deren Land der Region. Die Tiirkei be-
miiht sich seit Wochen um einen engen
Schulterschluss mit der Arabischen Liga
in der Syrien-Kris

Erdogan hatte am I)wnsmg den Start
einer neuen Ini e seiner qucrun[.
angekiindigt. In seinem Telefonat mit
Medwedew zeigte sich der tiirkische Mi-
nisterpriisident nach Angaben seines Ba-
ros enttiuscht iiber das jingste Mos-
kauer Veto im UN-Sicherheitsrat. Die Au-
8 beider Linder sollten sich

Homs die Rech bezahlen.” Bei der

bardierung von Homs wurden am
stag laut Menschenrechtgruppen
erneut dutzende Menschen getdtet. Ei-

kiinftig eng miteinander absprechen.
Dabei wird Davutoglu seinem russi-
schen Amtskollegen Sergej Lawrow, der

ANZEIGE

INFORMIERT,
WENNS PASSIERT.

Alles, was Sie wissen miissen. Alle 20 Minuten.

93,1 INForadio™

www.inforadio.de

nige Beobachter halten als letztes Miteel
das Eingre er tiirkisch-arabischen
Friedenstruppe fiir denkbar.

Vor einem Besuch in Washington, bei
dem er unter anderem mit US-Aufenmi-
nisterin Hillary Clinton fiber die Lage in
Syrien reden will, sagte Davutoglu, auch
nach dem jiingsten Scheitern der Bemii-
hungen um eine gemeinsame Haltung
der Vereinten Nationen werde die Tiirkei

vor wenigen Tagen von Reformzusagen
Assads sprach, mdglicherweise von sei-
nen cigenen Erleb
richten. A

ssen in Damaskus be-
ch ihm gegentiber habe Assad
che Veridnderungen ver:
te Davutoglu dem tiirkisc]
Nachrichtensender NTV: Im vergange-
nen August habe Assad ein Referendum
bis Ende September und Wahlen b

Dezember angekiindi

schehen seiaber nichts. Das Ende der jah-
relangen Freundschaft zwischen der Er-
dogan-Regierung und dem Assad-Re-
gime sich ziemlich genau auf jenen
Davutoglu-Besuch in Damaskus im Au-
gust datieren. Seitdem wendet si
kara immer mehr von seinem s
Nachbarn ab. Inzwischen unter:
Erdogan-Regierung offen die s
Exil-Opposition und isst auch die ‘Anfith-
rer der gegen Assads Truppen kimpfen-
Syrischen Armee* in der Tiir-
kei gewihres

Wie weit diese Unterstiitzung noch ge-
hen wird, ist unklar. ,Wir mochten nicht
iiber das Thema einer Militirinterven-
tion sprechen*, sagte Davutoglu. Ein kla-
res Dementi war das nicht.

Veysel Ayhan, Syrien-Experte bei der
Ankaraner Denkfabrik Orsam, glaubt Hin-
weise darauf zu erkennen, dass die tiirki-
sche Regierung sich mehr und mehr mit
dem Gedanken an eine militirische Inter-
vention anfreundet. ,Davutoglu sagt
nicht Nein*, merkte Ayhan im Gesprich
mit dem Tagesspiegel an. .Das ist ¢ine
Kklare Botschaft an das Regime in Syrien.”

Zundchst werde Anks versuchen,
durch eine verstirkte Unterstiitzung der
Opposition das Ziel zu erreichen, A
zum Einlenken oder zum Machtverzicht
zu bewegen, sagte Ayhan. Schon jetzt lie-
gen Berichte dartiber vor, dass in Syrien
auffillig viele Waffen tirkis
kunft auftauchen. Letzten Endes sei 4
.eine gemeinsame Militiraktion der Tiir-
kei mit den Arabern® miglich, sagte Ay-
han. Eine solche Intervention wiirde
nach seiner Ansicht die lo; he Unter-
stiitzung durch die Nato beinhalten. Tiir-
ken wie Arabern ist aber daran gel i
jeden Eindruck eines neuen Kolonialis-
mus zu vermeiden,

Beider , Freien Syrischen Armee® sto-
fen solche Gedankenspiele auf freudige
Zustimmung. Offiziere der aus Deserteu-
ren der reguliren syrischen Truppen be-
>ulu ndc en Verbinde fordern seit langem,
or allem die
sch gesicherten
schem B(‘dl n wird

Elmclm(zunk konnte das Regime in die-

sem Fall seine Sicherheitskrifte nicht
mehr zusammenhalten.

ention mit einem Sturz As-

ch genau das, was
Partner wie Russland und de
meiden wollen. Noch ist die titrkische Re-
gierung nicht so weit, trotz dieser Wider-
stidnde offen {iber einen Militdre
sprechen. Nach Einschitzung des Or-
sam-Experten Ay kiinnte sich das
aber dndern, wenn die Gewalt in Syrien
anhilt.

Solldaritét. Weltweit demonstrieren Menschen (hier in Doha) gegen die Angriffe der Ar-

mee auf die syrische Stadt Homs und beten fiir die Opfer.
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Esteri

Guerra civile leri altre ottanta vittime a Homs

Brigate internazionali
in azione in Siria
a fianco degli insorti

Gia caduti in battaglia diversi libici

'WASHINGTON — La «Jegio-
ne» libica che combatte al fian-
co dei ribelli siriani ricorda i
suoi «martiri». Sulla stampa di
Bengasi & infatti apparsala no-
tizia della morte di tre jihadisti
partiti dalla citta nordafricana.
1 fratelli Talal e Ahmed Faitou-
1, insieme al loro amico Ah-
med Agouri, sono caduti in
uno scontro a fuoco a Homs.
Chi 1i conosceva ha raccontato
che avevano lasciato la Libia in
dicembre per entrare, via Liba-
no, nel territorio siriano. Inte-
ressante la data. Perché & pro-

prio allora che il patto tra le
due rivoluzioni entra in una
nuova fase. In quei g;lorm, il
presidente del Consiglio nazio-
nale siriano Burhan Ghalioun
incontra a Tripoli i nuovi diri-
genti. E scatta il piano d'azione

Forze speciali

| ribelli anti Assad
hanno I'appoggio delle
forze speciali del Qatar,
saudite e occidentali

che porta i volontari in Siria.
Quanti? Secondo alcuni
100-200 UOmini, quasi 600 per
altre fonti, sparpagliati tra
Homs, Idlib e Rastan. Nessuno
1i ha fermati e nessuno i ferme-
ra. Come ha detto ieri il mini-
stro degli Esteri libico Ashour
Bin Kayal: «E impossibile con-
trollare il desiderio del popo-
1o». Damasco & ormai un avver-
sario, tanto & vero Tripoli ha
decretato I'espulsione dei di-
plomatici siriani.

Allora non stupisce che la
missione di sostegno alla rivol-

¥ Presenza di volontari Bbici

ta sia coordinata dall'ex gaedi-
sta Abdelhakim Belhaj, figura
di spicco della nuova Libia, e
dal suo vice Mahdi Al Harati.
Quest'ultimo & un personag-
gio dalla storia smgulare Resi-

dente da 20 anni a Dublino (Ir-

landa), Al Harati & tornato in
Libia per combattere Gheddafi
e in poco tempo & diventato
uno dei leader della ta Tri-
poli, composta da esuli prove-
nienti da Gran Bretagna, Cana-
da e Stati Uniti. Mille uomini,
ben armati, con ottimo equi-
paggiamento che sono stati tra

Mahdi Al Harati

i primi a entrare nella caserma
del Rais. In seguito, Al Harati &
rimasto al fianco di Belhaj ma
quando sono nati contrasti
con il Consiglio ha deciso di
partire per un viaggio tra Du-

[’accusa
del poeta
Adonis

LONDRA — Adonis,
considerato da molfi il
pils grande poeta arabo
vivente, ha condannato la
dittatura del suo Paese di
nascita, la Siria, e definito
«selvaggi» i recenti
bombamamenn della

1956 vive in Libano e in
Francia. Criticato da molti
arabi per le sue posizioni
elitarie e la mancata
condanna esplicita dei
Tegimi autoritari, gia in
giugno aveva in realta
scritto una lettera aperta.
a Assad su un giornale di
Beirut, invitandolo a
«sacrificarsi per lasciar
decidere al popolo sul
proprio futuroy. Allora,
come nelle dichiarazioni
di jeri a Londra, Adonis
ha perd

centro
gatariote e occidentali. Segnalati voli cargo

Forze speciali

Altra possibile
fliera per i volontari

blino e il Qatar. Parentesi ac-
compagnata da un episodio
controverso. 11 libico ha denun-
ciato il furto di una grossa som-
ma di denaro che gli sarebbe
stata consegnata da «un agen-
te della Cia». Frase che, ovvia-
mente, ha alimentato sospetti
e teorie su chi sia veramente
I'ex esule. Sicuramente & mol-
to dinamico. Perché Al Harati,
gia alla fine di dicembre, & in
Siria. Lo testimonia un repor-
ter francese con il quale si muo-
ve nei villaggi al confine con la
Turchia. Di nuovo, i libici mo-
strano di essere preparati per
la guerra. Visori notturni, tele-
foni satellitari Thuraya e Ka-
lashnikov. Fonti arabe sosten-
gono che i volontari hanno ri-
salito una filiera che si dirama
tra Cipro, Libano (Tripoli, nel
Nord), Iskenderun (Turchia) e
forse anche Giordania per poi
approdare in Siria.

Nuclei che avrebbero I'ap-
poggio di piccoli gruppi di for-

iali del Qatar, saudite e
occidentali (in particolari bri-
tanniche). I due Paesi arabi, ol-
tre ai consiglieri, ci mettono
anche i soldi. Denaro con il
quale verrebbe acquistato ma-
teriale trasferito con aerei car-
g0 proprio a Iskenderun. In
questa citta si parla anche del-
la presenza di un «ufficio avan-
zato» gestlto da 007 incaricati
di assistere i gruppi di diserto-
1i siriani. Per ora la pipeline ha
portato solo «gocce», ma & pro-
babile che gli aiuti possano cre-
scere. Negli Usa, infatti, ¢’ chi
invoca una fornitura massiccia
agli insorti.

1 movimenti di combattenti
«stranieri» non sono sfuggiti
all'occhio attento dei russi. I
servizi segreti sono immersi
nella realta siriana, hanno uo-
mini ovunque. E ieri Mosca ha
espresso il proprio «allarmes.
1l regime, invece, continua gli
attacchi a Homs. Quasi 80 le
vittime, falciate da un pesante

pe
«tutte le violenze»,

comprese quelle
dell’'opposizione.
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Nuova strage a Homs
Ban Ki-moon: missione
Onu-Lega araba

GIORDANO STABILE

Questa volta Ban Ki-moon
non ha dosato le parole. «Il
veto di Russia e Cina alla ri-
soluzione sulla Siria ha per-
messo al governo di Dama-
sco di scatenare la guerra
contro il suo stesso popoloy,
ha detto il segretario genera-
le del’Onu. E ha aggiunto:
«Quello che sta avvenendo a
Homs é di una brutalita inau-
dita. E temo che il peggio
debba ancora venirey. L'uni-
co piccolo spiraglio, dal pun-
to di vista diplomatico, é la ri-
presa della missione degli os-
servatori della Lega araba,
che con la loro presenza po-
trebbero almeno frenare la
pressione delle forze armate
regolari sulla resistenza a
Homs. Ban ha rivelato ieri
che la Lega araba vorrebbe-
ro riprendere la missione,
«con I'aiuto dell’Onuy.

Non c’é pero una data, né
la disponibilita dichiarata da
parte di Bashar al Assad.
Che invece sembra stringere
sui tempi. Ieri le truppe si so-
no avvicinate alle zone attor-
no alla citta vecchia di Hor-
ms, dove si concentra la po-
polazione favorevole agli in-
sorti, in una area densamen-
te popolata, fitta di palazzi-
ne. «Stanno piovendo proiet-
tili da tutte le parti - & la testi-
monianza di Ali Hazuri, un
medico del quartiere di Bab
Amr, il piti colpito -. C’é stata
solo una breve tregua stanot-
te, ma ora e sempre peggio».
Gli attivisti dell’opposizione
hanno stilato un bilancio di

cinquanta morti solo ad
Homs, 95 in tutto il Paese, con
la cittadina di Zabadani, 30
chilometri a nord di Damasco,
pesantemente bombardata.

Nelle capitali occidentali la
discussione é ormai su come
aiutare materialmente gli in-
sorti, dopo che gli Stati Uniti
hanno respinto la proposta del-
la Russia di riaprire il dialogo
tra Assad e l'opposizione, a
questo punto improponibile.
Secondo il quotidiano londine-
se «The Timesy, il Qatar ha
gia rifornito i ribelli di tremila
telefoni satellitari e sta per in-
viare equipaggiamenti per la
visione notturna e razzi anti-
carro, di cui hanno disperata-
mente bisogno. L’Arabia Sau-
dita fornisce invece denaro
contante. E, per il sito israelia-
no «Debkay, unita delle forze
speciali qatariote e britanni-
che sarebbero addirittura gia
sul terreno, accanto ai guerri-
glieria Homs.

Gli insorti non chiedono di
meglio. Lo sceicco Zuheir
Abassi, coordinatore logistico
del «Libero esercito siriano»
ha ribadito la richiesta di una
zona cuscinetto protetta da
una no-fly zone. «Se avessimo
un’area sicura da dove lancia-
re attacchi - ha spiegato - la
maggior parte dei soldati di-
serterebbe e si unirebbe a
noi». Per Abassi sono gia 40
mila i militari passati dall’al-
tra parte: «Gli uomini non ci
mancano, ma non abbiamo ar-
mi. Non chiediamo all’Occiden-
te di intervenire ma di fornirci
equipaggiamenti. Il resto pos-
siamo farlo noiy.
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Asad bombardea los hospitales rebeldes

La oposicion al régimen sirio denuncia 110 muertes en una sola jornada en Homs
El conflicto amenaza con extenderse al Libano, Turquia y otros paises fronterizos

JAVIER ESPINOSA

Corresponsal en Oriente Praximo

La crisis humanitaria que sufre la

ciudad de Homs se agravo ayer an-

te el incremento de los bombar-

deos del ejército sirio y la incapaci-

dad de Occidente y la Liga Arabe

para hacer frente al bloque diplo-

matico que se generd tras el veto
ruso-chino en Naciones Unidas.

Un alto cargo de la organizacion
4rabe explicé a la agencia AP que
el domingo sus miembros discuti-
rén la posibilidad de reconocer al
Consejo Nacional Sirio como legf-
timo representante de esa nacion,
en un gesto similar a lo que ocu-
1Ti6 en la revuelta libia.

El secretario general de Naciones
Unidas, Ban Ki-moon, indic6 que la
Liga Arabe planea enviar otra mi-
si6n de observadores en conjunci6n
con la propia ONU, aunque dicha
opcién no pasa de ser un mero pro-
yecto que todavia no cuenta ni con
la aquiescencia de Damasco.

«Si enviamos otra misién, algo
que estamos contemplando, ten-
dria que ser algo mayor en nime-
ro y con més equipo logistico», de-
clarg el secretario general de la Li-
ga Arabe, Nabil al-Arabi.

La organizacion Human Rights
‘Watch (HRW) calcula que desde que
comenz6 el «brutal asalto» han
muerto 300 personas. Una cifra muy
inferior a la que ofrecieron los Comi-
tés Locales de Coordinacion, que s6-
lo durante la jornada de ayer dijeron
que habian fallecido 137 sirios, 110
de ellos en Homs. El Observatorio
Sirio para los Derechos Humanos
rebajo6 esos nimeros a 53 muertos
en la capital de la revolucion.

HRW denunci6 que los ataques
han alcanzado al menos a tres de
los improvisados hospitales que
han establecido los residentes de la
poblacién y que se encuentran
completamente desbordados por la
afluencia de victimas.

Testimonios tan desgarradores
como el de Karim, que hablé con
HRW el pasado dia 4, permiten ha-
cerse una idea de la situacion en di-

1y

Cadaveres presentados por los activistas sirios como victimas de los ataques del ejército

cho enclave. «Acabo de volver del
hospital. Hay tres grandes habita-
ciones llenas de caddveres. Hoy he
visto més de 10 cuerpos. Los heri-
dos se estan muriendo porque no
podemos tratarlos. Hay gente enla
calle que todavia sigue herida. Han
perdido trozos de su cuerpo. No
podemos rescatarlos por los dispa-
ros. Moriran en la calle», declaré.
Otro de los personajes que se es-
tén significando como portavoces
de la localidad, Omar Shakir, acla-
r6 que hay «cuerpos carbonizados
en las casas alcanzadas por los
bombardeos» y que los residentes

se han refugiado en los pisos infe-
riores, aunque en el caso de barrios
como Bab Amro -el més afectado
por la acometida- la mayoria de las
viviendas carecen de s6tanos.

La presente ofensiva comenzo6
después de que los el s del
Ejército Libre de Siria (ELS) exten-
dieran sus dominios en la tercera
ciudad del pais amenazando con
conseguir el control completo de la
misma. La hipotética captura de
Homs y su cercania a la frontera li-
banesa -s6lo 30 kilémetros-, don-
de se han asentado varias unida-
des del ELS, podria abrir una zona

liberada al estilo también de lo que
ocurri6 en la revuelta libia, una po-
sibilidad especialmente grave para
el régimen de Bashar Asad.

Organizaciones como Amnistia
Internacional y connotados activis-
tas como Wissam Tarif, de la ONG
Avaaz, alertan de que la situacion
deberfa calificarse ya como una
«grave crisis humanitaria».

En un estremecedor video difun-
dido a través de YouTube, un doc-
tor sirio en Homs solicitaba ayuda
ala comunidad internacional jun-
to a un cuerpo ensangrentando.
«Pedimos que nos ayuden a trasla-

Embargo al dinero y las reservas naturales

Las nuevas sanciones europeas golpean al Banco Central y la exportacion de fosfato

JAVIER G. GALLEGO / Bruselas
Corresponsal

La maquinaria de la dipl ia eu-

contra Irén, es especialmente la re-
lativa al Banco Central, con el que
lecerdn prohibiciones para de-

ropea estd trabajando intensamente
para preparar un nuevo paquete de
sanciones a Siria que se aprobard el
27 de febrero, cuando se retinan en
Bruselas los jefes de Exteriores de
los Veintisiete. Ayer los embajadores
permanentes ante la UE dieron por
unanimidad el visto bueno a una se-
rie de medias que pretende asfixiar
al Gobierno de Bashar Asad, entre
ellas la prohibicién de comerciar
con el Banco Central de Siriay el
embargo de fosfato y determinados
metales preciosos.

Estas sanciones van en linea con
las que se aprobaron el mes pasado

terminadas operaciones con el obje-
tivo de no perjudicar a la poblacion
siria. En cuanto al embargo de cier-
tos productos que produce el pafs
asidtico, el principio de acuerdo se
limita al fosfato, el principal material
que produce Siria y que importa la
UE. Segun fuentes comunitarias, un
40% de sus ventas van a parar a paf-
Ses europeos.

La UE ya ha establecido el embar-
go de otros productos, como el pe-
réleo, y pretende ahora ampliarlo a
metales preciosos y materias primas
para la producci6n industrial. Entre
las medidas que se est4n debatien-

Una joven siria herida en Rastan (provincia de Homs).: arp
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2
en el barrio de Bab Amro, en Homs. /REUTERS

dar a los heridos. Aqui los tenemos
esperando a morir en las mezqui-
tas», manifesto.

Con Siria practicamente instala-
da en la guerra civil, los actores re-
gionales temen ahora que la vio-
lencia pueda desbordar las propias
fronteras y se extienda a paises co-
mo el Libano o Turquia, donde re-
side una amplia comunidad alauf.
«Por eso tememos que se va a con-
vertir en una guerra civil», sefialé
el embajador turco ante la Unién
Europea, Selim Yenel, «y que esa
guerra civil se podria transformar
en un conflicto regional».

do estos dias a nivel técnico se inclu-
yen también el oroy la plata.

Estas son las sanciones que han
logrado generar un acuerdo entre
todos los paises europeos, aunque
hay otras que también se han pues-
to sobre la mesa y tienen visos de
prosperar, como ampliar la lista de
personas y empresas a los que se les
prohibird viajar dentro de la Uni6n
Europea y se les embargaran sus
propiedades.

Ademés, se ha debatido otra me-
dida mas polémica que supondria
prohibir a las compafiias aéreas si-
rias que sobrevuelen el territorio eu-
ropeo y obligarlas a suspender sus
relaciones comerciales dentro de la
UE. Esta idea habria sido propuesta
por Alemania, aunque no cuenta
con el apoyo suficiente por el perjui-
cio potencial que podria causar a los
miles de ciudadanos europeos que
aun permanecen en Siria o en pai-
ses vecinos.



Vendredi 10 février 2012, #49, p. 16 / Friday, February 10, 2012, #49, p. 16

El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

Agua bendita en
la guerra siria

Asad intenta ganar legitimidad religiosa
en plena matanza de clérigos disidentes

JAVIER ESPINOSA / Tripoli (Libano)
Enviado especial
Las fotos de la agencia Sana mostra-
ban el lunes a Bashar Asad rezando
junto ala maxima autoridad suni
del pais, el muftf Ahmad Hasun.
Una imagen repetida mil veces en
los Gltimos meses y que forma par-
te del esfuerzo publicitario del régi-
men por cimentar las credenciales
religiosas del presidente.

Con més de 9.000 mezquitas en
Siria y siendo éstas uno de los esca-
sos enclaves donde los habitantes
pueden reunirse sin promover la
sospecha automatica de las autori-
dades, 1a lucha por la legitimidad re-
ligiosa se ha erigido en otra de las
principales pugnas de la revuelta.

En una crisis con incontables gui-
fos a la historia reciente, el esfuer-
z0 de Asad no resulta sorprendente.
Durante la insurreccion islamista
que sacudi6 Siria entre 1976 y 1982,
el entonces presidente Hafez Asad
también se asegurd el respaldo del
mufti Ahmad Kaftaro y de uno de
los principales teéricos del pais,
Said Ramadan al Buti.

Junto a Hasun, el conocido ulema
se ha erigido ahora en el principal
sustento religioso del vastago de Ha-
fez. En abril y tras una reuni6n del
mandatario y Buti, el Gobierno
anuncio la clausura del unico casino
que existia en el pais -su apertura a
finales de 2010 gener6 notables cri-
ticas entre el clero local-, el retorno
de las profesoras que habfan sido
expulsadas de la Universidad por
utilizar el nigab (el velo que sélo
permite ver los 0jos), y la apertura
de un canal de television religioso,
en un claro gesto dirigido a los sec-
tores mas creyentes de la sociedad.

El jeque Zujeir Abazi fue uno de
los alumnos de Buti. Ahora, refugia-
do en la ciudad libanesa de Tripoli,
se cuenta entre sus detractores mas
acérrimos. «Antes éramos 1.500 es-
tudiantes en su escuela. Ahora no
deben ser ni 25 y seguro que todos
son shabihas [milicianos alauies]»,
explica el religioso en el apartamen-
to donde reside, un habitaculo reple-
to de libros sobre el islam. «Hasun y
Buti se criaron en los brazos del ré-

gimen. Los clérigos que les siguen
son muy pocos. Los que se han be-
neficiado del régimen o los que han
sido amenazados», afiade.

Abazi forma parte del amplio
sector de ulemas que se han su-
mado al levantamiento. Nativo de
Deraa, familiar de los menores cu-
ya detencion fue el detonante del
motin popular en marzo de 2011y
discipulo del carismatico jeque
Ahmad al Sayasneh -al que Da-
masco achaco la responsabilidad
de las primeras protestas en esa
villa-, Abazi tuvo que huir al Liba-
no en verano.

Una minoria con
enorme poder

>La mayoria de los 21 millones
de sirios son sunies (74%),
aunque hay una significativa
minoria de cristianos (10%) y
de alauies (10%), la secta chii a
13 que pertenece el presidente.

>Asad promovié una identidad
secular para el Estado a fin de
alejar al pais de conflictos
sectarios, aunque también
concentrd el poder en manos
de su familiay de Ia comunidad
alaui, otorgandoles gran poder
en el Gobierno, el ejércitoy los
negocios, segin la BBC.

Poco después se unié al grupo
fundador del Consejo Islamico de
Siria (CIS), una alianza de clérigos
opositores creada hace seis meses
en la que ejerce como secretario y
portavoz. «No sé cuantos ulemas
forman parte del CIS en el interior
de Siria, pero fuera somos unos
200», estima. El mufti es una suerte
de figura diabélica para los oposito-
res de Asad. Los manifestantes sue-
len corear esléganes en su contra
del tipo: «iEscucha, Hasun, quitate
el turbante y ponte cuernos!».

El 15 de enero el jeque Abdul Ja-
lil al Said, que se identificé como
responsable de relaciones publicas
de Hasun -algo que neg6 el propio

Hasun-, huyo6 al extranjero y expli-
c6 que «docenas» de eruditos mu-
sulmanes han escapado del pais pa-
ra unirse a los sublevados.

En una entrevista con el diario
Asharq al Awsat, Said equipar6 a
Hasun con Gadafi y le acus6 de
«participar» en las reuniones de la
ctpula militar responsable «de la re-
presion de las protestas». Said adu-
jo que desde el inicio de la revolu-
ci6n han sido detenidos 223 ulemas,
aunqgue 115 fueron puestos en liber-
tad més tarde. Una cifra que el je-
que Zujeir considera muy inferior a
los datos que maneja. El secretario
del CIS habla de 800 «ulemas y es-
tudiantes de religion» atn en prisién

€l presidente sirio, Bashar Asad, reza junto al mufti Ahmad Hasun en una mezquita de Damasco. / LOUA BESHARA / AFP

y casi medio millar en la clandestini-
dad o el extranjero para huir de las
6rdenes de captura en su contra. «El
régimen ha asesinado al menos a
150 ulemas y estudiantes», afirma.
Entre las victimas de esta rebelion
figura el hijo de Hasun -Saria, de 22
afos-, asesinado el 2 de octubre en
una accion que su padre atribuy6 a
«radicales». Otro paralelismo con la
insurreccién del siglo pasado, donde
los insurgentes mataron a una doce-
na de religiosos que se atrevieron a
cuestionar sus actividades. Dias des-
pués de este suceso, el mufti amena-
z6 a Europa y EEUU con «atentados
suicidas» y sentencio: «A partir de
hoy, ojo por ojoy diente por diente».

Asad y Hasun han identificado a
los sublevados con grupos «terroris-
tas» inspirados por portavoces de la
ideologia wahabi como el jeque
Adnan al Arur, un religioso sirio exi-
liado en Arabia Saudi cuyas diatri-
bas contra los alaufes desde el canal
satélite en el que predica son un ar-
gumento recurrente de Damasco
para excusar sus exacciones.

«No somos radicales, pero nos
han forzado a usar las armas para
defender a nuestros hijos y enfren-
tarnos a la opresion», dice el jeque
Mohamed Ashab de Homs, miem-
bro del CIS y devoto como gran par-
te del clero sirio de la corriente sufi,
la méas moderada del islam.
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Regime ‘hell-bent’
on killing citizens,
says Cameron

BRITISH RESPONSE

By a Daily Telegraph correspondent
in Damascus and David Blair

DAVID CAMERON accused Syria’s
regime of being “hell-bent” on “murder-
ing and maiming” its own people yester-
day as scores more died in the bombard-
ment of Homs, with many wounded being
denied medical help.

The Prime Minister’s angry denuneia-
tion of President Bashar al-Assad came
on the sixth day of an assault on Syria’s
third city that has now claimed at least
300 lives. Tanks and heavy artillery have
been used to pound large areas of Homs,
inflicting some ol the worst bloodshed
sinee the confliet began 11 months ago.

“It’s quite clear that this is a regime
that is hell-bent on killing, murdering
and maiming its own citizens,” said Mr
Cameron during a visit to Stockholm.
“What we're seeing on our lelevision
sereens is completely unaceeptable.” The
appalling bombardment of Homs had
crealed scenes of destruction, he added.

The Prime Minister urged the “tough-
est possible response” to ensure that
“Assad stops his murderous tactics and
that we see transilion and change in
Syria”™. William Hague, the Foreign Sec-
retary, told Sky News that Mr Assad must
depart, adding: “So much blood has been
spilt on his orders and the orders of his
henchmen that I don’t think he can ever
recover his credibility with his own coun-
try. All our efforts are being intensilied o
support an_economic and diplomatic
stranglehold on this regime.”

Barack Obama last night decried the
“outragcous bloodshed” in Syria.

The killing continued as it was dis-
closed that Walic Said, a billionaire busi-
nessman and supporter of the Conservi-
tive Party. sebt a top British lawyer to
Syria last summer to lry to convince the
regime to ends ils violence.

Sir Jeffrey Jowell QC went to Damas-
cus in July to give advice on democratic
reforms but also to urge President Assad
to end his attacks on prolesters.

Inside Homs yesterday, a resident said
that a makeshilt field hospital was struck
by shells for the third time since the

Opposition Power rivalry

One reason the members as
international “traitors”. The row
community has not was typical of the
armed the rebels personal rivalries
braving the firepower | that have beset the
of the Syrian regime | opposition.
is the fractious nature The SNC has
of the opposition struggled to maintain
movement. A power | unity. An umbrella
struggle has broken | group that reflects
out within the Free Syria’s mosaic of
Syrian Army, aloose | ethnic, religious and
coalition of army political groups, itis
defectors and led by a Paris-hased
civilians. The sociologist, Burhan
leadership of Col Riad | Ghalioun. Soon after
al-Assaad, an early its formation he
defector, has been blundered by
challenged by Gen comparing Syria's
Mustafa ak-Sheikh, Kurds with Asian
who is more senior immigrants.
but a more recent Othersin the mix
convert to the cause. | of opposition aroups,
The chief exiled include the National
civilian opposition Coordinating
group, the Syrian Committee for
National Council, is Democratic Change,
reported to have the Syrian Revolution
attempted to broker | General Commission
a settlement, only for | and the Muslim
Col Assaad to Brotherhood.
denounce its Alex Spillius

onslaught on the cily began. These rudi-
menlary facilities are vilal because Mr
Assad’s regime compels all government
hospitals to report the names and inju-
ries of wounded to the security forces.
Anyone suspected of being an opposition
supporler is arrested and denied cave.

Doctors who disobeyed this instruction
risked prosecution, said Francoise Bou-
chet-Saulnier, legal director of Médecins
Sans Frontiéres, the French aid agency.
“If they want to treat these patients, the
doctors don't have any option except to
lie about the name and lie about the
wounds,” she said.

Many wounded are too afraid to seek
help al hospitals, even when they are
accessible. Injured vietims of the Homs

bombardment are being treated inside
moscues or in private homes.

The regime’s denial of treatiment to the
injured was a breach of Article 3 of the
Geneva Convention, she added. A person
inside Homs said the work of “temporary
field hospitals™ was being obstructed by
snipers. “The sniper shols are continu-
ous and therefore no one can move inside
the neighbourhood except with extreme
precaution and risk to their lives.”
Another Homs resident said: “There is
severe shortage in food and medical sup-
plies. Even those who are not killed by
the bombing are dying for lack of proper
medical attention. Some of the wuum‘cd
are hard to grab from the streets because
the snipers are largeting anyone who
tries to save them. They're not even let
ting people bury the dead. so they have to
do it in the middle of the night.”

The bombardment has targeted the
largely Sunni areas of Homs where rebels
of the Free Syrian Army have a strong
presence, notably the distriel of Baba
Amr. These quarters have effectively been
sealed olf by the army, leading o food
shortages, while makeshift clinics often
lack the most basic medical supplies.

Asource in the city said that movement
into or oul of Baba Amr had been alimost
impossible for the past tour days. “There
is & massive lack in nutritional supplics
and in bread-making ingredients, and all
the connections are cut.” they said.

Lebanon'’s military began reinforeing
its northern border out of fear that the
violence in Homs could spill over.

Human Rights Watch said that “gov-
ernment troops have fired hundreds of
shells and mortars into populated neigh-
bourhoods™, killing at L,‘Hb.l 300 people
since leb 3.

The Arab League plans 1o revive an
observer mission that was deployed in
Syria last month. Ban Ki-moon, the
United Nations secrelary general, said
this could develop into a joint initiative
with the UN to the curh the violence.

Mr Ban voiced “deep regret” that Rus-
sian and Chinese veloes had stopped the
Security Council from agreeing a resolu-
tion that would have urged Mr Assad to
step down. In total, 83 people were killed
across the country yesterday.
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Iran advises Assad on
how to quash protests

INTERNATIONAL LINKS
By Alex Spillius

THE head of Iran’s elite Quds force is
reportedly visiting Syria to advise the
regime on repressing protests and the
armed resistance, as consternation grew
in Western capitals yesterday about Ira-
nian and Russian meddling in the crisis.

Members of the opposition Syrian
National Council said they had reliable
intelligence that Qassem Suleimani was

intimately involved with President Bashar

al-Assad and his ruling coterie.
“It is his second visit at least,” said

Radwan Ziahdeh, an executive member

of the council. “The Quds force is work-
ing mainly with training, helping militias
and snipers.”

William Hague, the Foreign Secretary,
told his Russian counterpart, Sergei Lav-
rov, of his grave concern that Russia
continues to sell arms to the government.

In a testy phone call that followed Mr

Lavrov’s inconclusive diplomatic mission
to Syria earlier this week, the Russian
replied simply that there was “nothing
illegal™ about the sales.

The Quds, or Jerusalem, brigade, is a
special unit of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps responsible for external
relations that reports directly to Supreme

Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Western
and Arab experts and diplomats estimate
that the number of troops and advisers
from the Quds force in Syria to be in the
high hundreds or low thousands. They
have set up at least one base in Zabadani
near the capital Damascus.

A Foreign Office spokesman said: “We
are deeply concerned by credible infor-
mation that Iran is providing equipment
and technical advice to help the Syrian
regime quash protests in Syria. Such

A2,

The number of Iranians the Free Syrian
Army opposition fighters claim to have
captured during the Syrian uprising

support is unacceptable.” Help includes
riot control equipment and technical
advice on “how to quash dissent and how
to flood areas with security forces”.

Iran is also said to be providing sup-
port to improve the regime’s intelligence
gathering and monitoring of protesters’
use of the internet and mobile phone
network, including text messaging,.

Opposition fighters of the Free Syrian
Army claim to have captured 29 Iranians

during the uprising and last week posted
a video of five captives with their pass-
ports. Reports in the Arab media have
claimed that snipers from Iranian-backed
Hizbollah forces have been brought in
from Lebanon to support government
forces fighting the FSA.

The rebels yesterday appealed for the
US to supply weapons, rocket launchers,
body armour, night-vision goggles and
other equipment. Identifying himselt
only as Mohammed, one rebel spoke via
the internet to experts and journalists at
a Washington think tank.

“The major point is logistical material
support. We can do this ourselves, we're
not asking for any troops,” he said.

Faced with Russian and Chinese
obstruction of a United Nations resolu-
tion, the international community has
injected new urgency into its efforts to
force the regime to stop the killing.

A State Department official has said
that time was running out before the
international community would have to
“militarise” the situation, which would
involve arming rebels or military protec-
tion for humanitarian aid.

Britain and other European states have
temporarily withdrawn their ambassa-
dors to Syria, while Germany has expelled
four members of the Syrian embassy in
Berlin for spying on regime opponents.
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d Briefing Syria’s crisis

The Economist (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

The long road to Damascus

DAMASCUS AND DERAA

There are signs that the Syrian regime may become stillmore violent

ECURITY men, most in plain clothes,

speckle the main market square of De-
raa, a town of 350,000 near Syria’s border
with Jordan. Yet in the brief time given for
visiting journalists to stray from a scripted
tour that highlights “terrorist” attacks on
state property, a few ordinary citizens dare
to speak. “We are so scared,” says a woman
clutching a boy’s hand. “I come out to buy
food, which costs more every day, but nev-
er know if I can make it home again.” A
young man with burning, bloodshot eyes
lifts his shirt, revealing two bullet scars.
“We will never give up,” he declares as
men in leather jackets approach to hustle
him off. A middle-aged shopper pauses
briefly before slipping into an alley. “God
help us,” he whispersin deliberate English.

It was in Deraa that Syria’s uprising be-
gan last March, with riots protesting
against the arrest and nail-pulling torture
of teenage boys who, inspired by other
Arab revolts unfolding on satellite televi-
sion, had daubed a wall with the words,
“The people demand the fall of the re-
gime”. An ongoing government crack-
down hasleft perhaps 1,000 civilians dead
in the town and surrounding villages, im-
posing an ice-thin calm. Most shops and
schools are open only some of the time.In-
ternet-video footage reveals daily combat
between chanting, rock-throwing citizens

and soldiers shooting live rounds. Officials
speak of sporadic “terrorist” attacks on
sandbagged checkpoints. As proof they
parade a collection of captured pipe
bombs and rusted firearms. Clearly
though, should the government withdraw
its armoured vehicles, combat troops, roof-
top snipers and gun-toting thugs, then De-
raa would swiftly revert to rebel rule.

The poison in New York

Meanwhile, the world looks on impotent-
ly. At the UN Security Council on February
4th, Russia and Chinaraised Westernire by
vetoing a mild resolution that would have
urged Bashar Assad, the president, to ad-
here to a peace plan drafted by the Arab
League. It pressed him to cede atleast some
unspecified powers to a deputy, pending
the outcome of reconciliation talks. Russia
objected to this, and more generally to the
West imposing a diktaton a sovereign state
itconsiders an ally.

Sergei Lavrov, the Russian foreign min-
ister, accompanied by the overseas intelli-
gence chief, Mikhail Fradkov, flew to Syria
on February 7th. Mr Lavrov described their
meeting with Mr Assad as productive, in-
sisting that the Syrian president was com-
mitted to speedy reforms, including a new
constitution and elections, an end to vio-
lence and dialogue with his foes. The Rus-

The Economist February 11th 2012

sians said that, as a first step, Mr Assad had
directed a vice-president, Farouk Sharaa, to
initiate talks with opposition groups.
“Only Syria can decide the fate of Mr As-
sad,” Mr Lavrov declared.

America and many of its European al-
lies, along with Arab Gulf states, respond-
ed with outrage to the UN vetoes. Saying
that Russia and China had granted Mr As-
sad a licence to kill his own people, they
jointly withdrew their ambassadors from
Damascus. Sanctions on Syria include ex-
port bans on American technology, a Euro-
pean ban on oil imports and strict financial
controls, including a freeze on the overseas
assets of members of the regime.

Diplomats now speak of further op-
tions to press Mr Assad’s regime, such as ta-
bling a vote of condemnation at the UN
General Assembly, where no country
wields a veto, and forming a contact group
together with neighbouring Turkey and
Jordan to co-ordinate stronger action. This
might include the imposition of safe ha-
vens along Syria’s borders as well as direct
aid to the Free Syrian Army, a patchwork of
guerrilla cells led by defecting soldiers that
has harassed government forces across the
country.

Even as international diplomacy has
degenerated into a power tussle reminis-
cent of the cold war, Syrians are confronted
with scenes of bloody wreckage in their
own cities. Since the uprising began 1
months ago, the pattern has been for gov-
ernment forces to single out one rebellious
village or urban district at a time for pun-
ishment. Some 7,000 civilians have per-
ished as a result of such tactics. Since De-
cember frequent protests have taken place
even in the heavily populated suburbs)
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» ringing Damascus, the capital, and Aleppo,
the second city and the country’s commer-
cial hub. Usually, government troops have
then withdrawn, taking “terrorist” prison-
ers with them but leaving behind only to-
ken checkpoints.

More recently, the state-owned press
has spoken ominously of the need to shift
away from what it terms “restraint”. Anew
security plan does indeed seem to have
been launched on February 3rd, a day
seared in Syrian memories as the anniver-
sary of a merciless1982 artillery assault on
the then-rebellious city of Hama, during
the rule of Mr Assad’s father, Hafez, that
left the ancient town’s picturesque old
quarter in ruins and some 20,000 dead.

Since that date, Bashar Assad’s troops
have mounted an unprecedentedly brutal
show of force. They have showered artil-
lery and rocket fire on Baba Amr and Khal-
diyeh, two rebel-held districts of Homs,
Syria’s third-largest city and the hub of the
current uprising. They have also attacked
the nearby town of Rastan, the mountain
resort of Zabadani, near the Lebanese bor-
der, the city of Idlib, close to Turkey, and
other towns. Attacks have taken place si-
multaneously and relentlessly. Opposition
sources say they think the shelling is a pre-
lude to ground assaults on all these areas.

With up to several hundred projectiles
raining into Homs every hour, the nation-
wide casualty toll has surged from around
20 a day to more than 50. Transport and
telephone links, along with power, water
and fuel supplies have been severed to
many of the stricken areas, which were
poor to begin with and have seen their in-
comes shrivel during the long months of
unrest. With thousands of civilians choos-
ing to abandon their homes despite cold
winter weather, Syria is likely soon to con-
front a grave internal refugee crisis within
its sealed borders. “We ask for nothing
from the world, except for coffins, since
there are not enough of them here for our
bodies,” declares a sarcastic tweet from
Homs.

[ Predominantly
Alawite districts

Rebel areas:
Reported

- protests/fighting

. Under

heavy attack
Source: syriamap.wordpress.com

I Foreign friends and foes
Syria's relations with selected countries

Historical

Current

Iran S ic ties since 1979, Syria is transit Elite Iranian units advising regime on quashing
route for weapons to Iranian proxies in protests and monitoring internet. Reportedly sent
.................... PEIRORUTNG ONKIIEST. s rcmssnsn o0 0 el SyTiA westher sctions ...
Russia Patron and supplier of weapons for four Vetoed resolutions against Syria in the UN Security
decades. Syria is its last toehold in the Council. Sold $550m of fighter jets to Syria in
................... e L L e b
Turkey After decades of mutual suspicion, relations After initial attempts to mediate, turned against
warmed in recent years. This led to a trade Assad regime. Hosts refugees, army defectors and
NE—— pactin2006 andvisa-freeravelin 2009 helps oppasition. Yet s failed to apply sanctions
Gulfstates  Long suspicious over Syrian ties to Iran and Led Arab League efforts against Syria, Qatari emir
Qatar/ interference in Lebanon but recent thaw in suggested military intervention. May arm Syrian
SaudiArabia)  relations; Saudi ambassador withdrawn in rebels
.................... 2008, returmedayearlater . o T
Europe France led efforts to bring Syria back from Keen to see Assad go. France has suggested safe
international isolation after assassination havens. Britain says it will send secure communica-
.................. of Lebanese PM, Rafik Harld, in 2005 O e D st copneoorec
America Long-standing animosity. Ambassador Closed embassy on February 6th, Working with

returned to Damascus in January 2011
after five-year absence

opposition but says it will not arm rebels,
Suggested setting up contact group for rebel allies

Source: The Economist

Mr Assad’s government seems to be-
lieve that such tactics will succeed in
stanching the revolt. A Syrian business-
man recounts that in a chance meeting
with a senior security official at a posh
gym he was told confidently that the cur-
rent offensive would be decisive. It would
in effect “decapitate” the Free Syrian Army,
the official boasted.

There are nearby precedents for such
success. Saddam Hussein, the former Iraqi
dictator, ruled for more than a decade fol-
lowing his brutal suppression of an upris-
ing in the country’s south after the first
Gulf war. Turkey’s army has put a fairly
tight lid on Kurdish separatism, just as Isra-
el has crushed two Palestinian intifadas.
And Mr Assad’s own father outlived the re-
belsin Hama.

There are other reasons why Mr Assad
might feel he will prevail. The centre of Da-
mascus does, on the surface, appear sur-
prisingly normal. Shops and cafés are
open, if largely empty. Traffic is busy at
times. Syria’s president felt secure enough
recently to venture out to a restaurant.

Despite the rotting of state institutions
under one-party rule, Mr Assad’s army
and security forces have, to general sur-
prise, so far suffered relatively few defec-
tions. Conscripts typically serve far from
their hometowns, and the army is be-
lieved to have culled potentially disloyal
soldiers from active units. Nor has Syria’s
army yet unleashed its full array of fire-
power, which could include helicopter
gunships and jet bombers. Despite making
inroads, the rebels, who have briefly con-
trolled areas close to Damascus, have as
yet neither the supply lines, nor the com-
munications capacity and heavy weapon-
ry, to mount more than localised pinprick
raids.

Perhaps more importantly, Mr Assad
still enjoys at least tacit backing from a fair
proportion of Syrians. The very brutality

of his crackdown has, ironically but per-
haps deliberately, bolstered loyalty among
minorities that together make up a third of
Syria’s 23m people. The Assad clan, which
has ruled since 1970, are Alawites, an eso-
teric branch of Shiism that dominates Syr-
ia’s coastal mountains as well as the armed
forces. Poor Alawites also make up much
of the rank and file of more shadowy gov-
ernment militias, such as the plainclothes
thugs known as the shabiha. Vicious gov-
ernment tactics have served to implicate
the Alawites as a whole, raising fears of ret-
ribution should the regime fall.

Sectarian quicksands

Other minority sects, including half a doz-
en Christian groups as well as Shias and
Druze, are less privileged by or attached to
the state. Yet they have benefited from the
regime’s secularist doctrine, which has
maintained a degree of religious freedom
unique in the region. Although Syria’s op-
position leadership is cross-sectarian, on
the streets it is the country’s Sunni Arab
majority that has suffered the brunt of the
oppression.

It is no accident that the areas which
have fallen under rebel control are almost
entirely Sunni. In line with much of the re-
gion, Syria’s Sunnis have grown religiously
conservative in recent decades, and in-
creasingly influenced by the harsh anti-
Shia rhetoric propounded by Saudi Ara-
bia. AsinIraq, the Sunnis’predicament has
pushed many into outright radicalism.
Comments posted below a YouTube video
of an Alawite tank commander captured
by the Free Syrian Army, for instance, pro-
posed that he should be sodomised before
beingritually slaughtered as an “infidel an-
imal”. Many of the rebel army’s local bri-
gades carry names associated with Sunni
triumphalism. Mosque sermons in rebel
areas habitually describe government
forces as satanic hordes.
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»  Such talk, seemingly reflecting a Sunni
rage that has long simmered under the sur-
face, frightens other Syrians—and with
good reason. Alawites recall that what
prompted the atrocity in Hama was a far
smaller massacre of Alawite army cadets,
carried out by members of the Muslim
Brotherhood. Fear of empowered Sunni
radicals has pushed many Christians, who
are keenly aware of the decimation of
neighbouring Iraq’s equally large and an-
cient Christian community, grudgingly to
accept the government’s characterisation
of the rebels as terrorists. “We were all
with the revolution so long as the demon-
strations were peaceful,” says a Christian
housewife in Damascus. “But how can we
support an armed criminal mob?”

For reasons of class, many Sunnis, par-
ticularly among the privileged business
elite that has profited under the Assads,
also fear the revolutionaries. Middle-class
Syrians, too, are often warier of growing
economic hardship than of oppressive
rule. Even the country’s long-repressed 15%
Kurdish minority, which is mostly Sunni
Muslim, has only tepidly embraced the
uprising. “They are hedging bets,” says a
Syrian analyst. “What they wantis guaran-
tees of Kurdish national rights, and so long
as the opposition cannot give these, they
can hope Bashar will reward them for stay-
ing quiet.”

Divided opposition

The fissures within Syrian society have
stymied efforts to organise opposition to
the regime. When Mr Assad succeeded his
father12 years ago, a flush of optimism em-
boldened intellectuals to demand demo-
cratic reforms in a movement known as
the Damascus spring. Most were eventual-
ly jailed or exiled and have lost credibility.
But even with much coaxing from Western
powers, products of the uprising such as
the Syrian National Council (sNnc) and ari-
val group, the National Co-ordination
Body (NcB), have gained little diplomatic
traction. Neither do they have much influ-
ence in Syria, where local committees or-
ganise resistance. The two main opposi-
tion groupings have bickered over strategy,
as the NcB at first counselled dialogue
with the state and the snc backed foreign
intervention. In fact, neither course has
proved fruitful. Some Syrians suspect the
Muslim Brotherhood of being too power-
ful within the sNc, whereas others say itis
a tool of America. Even the head of the
Free Syrian Army has complained that the
exiled opposition groups are dominated
by plotters and traitors.

All this has comforted Mr Assad, who
appears to reckon that he is not as isolated
as some think. True, 19 of the Arab League’s
22 member states now shun him, along
with the West and even countries such as
India, Brazil and South Africa. And Hamas,
the Palestinian Islamist group that was

long backed by Syria, has abandoned its
Damascus headquarters. But two crucial
neighbours, Iraq and Lebanon, are politi-
cally dominated by Shia parties with no
love for Mr Assad’s foes. Hizbullah, the
powerful Lebanese Shia party-cum-mili-
tia,is a staunch friend. Strong rumours sug-
gest that Iraq’s prime minister, Nuri al-Ma-
liki, has quietly funnelled money to his
beleaguered neighbour. And Iran, the Shia
superpower and alongstanding ally, views
Mr Assad’s regime as its most important
strategic buffer.

Two of Syria's other neighbours, mean-
while, may have little interest in seeing
radical change. Israel would dearly love to
break the axis linking [ran to Hizbullah. Yet
despite Syria’srhetoric aboutliberating the
Golan Heights, captured by Israel in 1967,
the Syrian border has in fact been Israel’s
quietest for the past 40 years. Fearing that
Syria’s stockpile of missiles and chemical
weapons could fall into less restrained
hands, Israel may also calculate that main-
taining a feeble, delegitimised Assad re-
gime is in its interest. Despite his own fam-
ily’s history of tense relations with Syria,
Jordan’s King Abdullah, too, may prefer
the devil he knows to the possibility of an
Islamist republic next door, though he has
publicly called for Mr Assad’s ouster.

As for Russia, Mr Assad seems to be-
lieve that much as in his father’s time,
when Syria was a Soviet client state, the
Kremlin will be willing to pay a high dip-
lomatic price to prop him up. Syria has cer-
tainly been an avid customer for Russian
arms—though whether it will have money
to spend in future is another matter. It has
encouraged Russia to revamp a naval sta-
tion at Tartus that represents Russia’s only
military base outside the old Soviet Union.

Yet on all these scores, Mr Assad could

Look, no blood

be overplaying his hand. Russia is driven
less by nostalgic delusions than by cold
calculation. Perhaps it believes that, as in
Chechnya, a scorched-earth policy can fix
a deathly peace. Like Israel, it would prefer
to see its southern flank bordered by weak
and polarised states, rather than an emerg-
ing Sunni Islamist bloc dominated by an
increasingly powerful Turkey. Russia may
also be happy to cock a snook at Western
powers it regards as hypocritically manip-
ulative of public opinion, particularly in
advance of next month’s presidential elec-
tion. But only if the price is right.

The zombie regime

That price could soon rise, dramatically.
Most independent observers in Damascus
believe that indeed, in the short term, the
Syrian regime’s savage offensive may suc-
ceed in containing most forms of armed re-
sistance. But if Deraa is any indication, Mr
Assad has little chance of long-term sur-
vival. As in a vampire film, citizens go
through the motions of daily life, fearful of
contact with officials. In the eyes of most,
the government is totally discredited, at
best an evil to be suffered. The cold fury
that clearly burns in many homes, linked
now in many hearts to religious fervour,
may flare at any time.

Even with the army’s offensive at its
peak, flash protests are frequently breaking
out across Syria, including in the security-
infested heart of Damascus. Over a recent
weekend, protesters staged some 400 sep-
arate demonstrations. Israel’s military-in-
telligence chief reported in a recent public
briefing that only a third of conscripts an-
swered the latest call-up for Syria’s com-
pulsory military service. He also cited in-
telligence of cracks in Syria's command
structure, with officers speaking of the
need to replace Mr Assad and his clan.

This may be disinformation, designed
to dismay Israel’s enemy, Iran. But in eco-
nomic terms Syria is pitching into a deep-
eningcrisis. The central bank’s reserves are
believed to have topped $20 billion before
the uprising. Since then they are thought to
have fallen by as much as two-thirds. Syr-
ia’s currency has slipped by nearly 50% in
the past few weeks, stoking already fierce
inflation. Power cuts and fuel shortages are
common, and many of the country’s fac-
tories have closed. The tourist industry is
allbut dead. Syria’s modest oil exports, the
staple of government revenue, have virtu-
ally dried up.

Many Syrians are convinced that, even-
tually, Mr Assad will go. What worries
them is how. Few expect the opposition to
seize Russia’s bait and engage in talks with
the regime. Nor do they see Mr Assad retir-
ing willingly. On the other hand, few ex-
pect much help from the outside world ei-
ther. Those who can are leaving the
country. Those who cannot are waiting, re-
signed to their fate. m
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New Cold War rivalry

over Syrian uprising

Chill wind
from Russia
carries smoke
from Homs

to the West

OH to have been a fly on the wall
at that Damascus meeting the
other day.

I'm talking about the one
between Syria’s President Bashar
al Assad and his Russian visitors
—some might s. lies — Forelgn
Minister Sergei Lavrov and
Mikhail FradKov, Moscow’s
director of foreign intelligence.

While the innocent civilians
trapped by indiscriminate
bombardment in the Syrian city
of Homs will no doubt only have
survival on their minds right
now, it would surely add to their
woes to know how much their
fate seems increasingly beholden
to reglonal and international
power politicKing.

Anyone in any doubt need only
cast their mind back to last week-
end when Russia and China used
their veto at the UN Security
Council, which backed an Arab
League peace plan for Syria. So,
now, while Homs burns, the air is
full not only of smoke but the
chill wind of an east-west Cold
War re-run.

By deploying that veto, Russia
and China laid down a marker,
making it clear they. too, have
interests in the Middle East and
are prepared to go quite some
way to protect them.

Responding with her own calls
for the creation of a Friends of
Syria group, US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton also spelled
out Washington’s determination
to stand its ground.

While it’s probably fair to say
Syria’s civil war has now begun,
for some time now it has been far
more than a pure ‘rian affair.

To fully grasp Moscow's
manoeuvrings on Syria and the
current roots of its fallout with
the West and some Arab states,
one has to look at a combination
of the regional struggle for power
in the Middle East and Russia’s
own internal politics

At the core of this revived Cold
> 1ies a desire by the
US and its allies to see a shift in
the ruling regimes in both Iran
and Syria. Such changes would
result in fundamental changes in
the political configuration and
alliances across the region.

For almost 30 years now, Syria,
Iranand Hizbollah - the powerful
political and military organisa-
tion of Shia Muslims allied to
Syria - have been partners and
thorns in the side of US-Israeli
dominance in the Middle East.

Throughout that time, too,
Moscow has maintained close
links with the Assad family and

DAVID PRATT
FOREIGN ANALYSIS

Syrian regime. While Syria may
not be an ally of Russia in the
strictest sense of the word,
Damascus has been a huge
Importer of Russian weapons, the

trade between the two nations
during the past decade amount-
ing to around $1.5 billion.

Only last month, as the Syrian
uprising gained momentum, a
Russian cargo ship laden with
ammunition arrived in the
Russian naval resupply facility
in the Syrian port of Tartus,
and the two nations are said to
hs ed a £420m deal for
military al t.

Hardly surprising, then, that
Moscow is keen to Keep business
brisk while maintaining strong
links with its long-time “friend”
In the strategic heart of the
Middle East.

So, be rned of Moscow's ire
should anyv Arab nation have the

temerity to apply political pres-
sure to Russia’s Syrian proxy. If
Arab press reports of recent days
are anything to go by, the tiny
Gulf state of Qatar, which has
proposed international
military intervention in Syria to
stop the Killing, the latest
victim of a Russian diplomatic
lashing.

Vitaly Churkin has vigorously
had to deny reports he threatened
Qatar could be “wiped off the
map” during the contentious
negotiations over last week's UN
Syrian peace resolution.
Moscow’s alleged diplomatic
pummelling of Qatar on Syria’s
behalf is in part a response to

UN condemns assault on civilians

AMMAN/BEIRUT: Syrian forces
bombarded opposition-held
neighbourhoods in Homs with
rocket and mortar fire as world
powers struggled to find a way
to end the violence.

The United Nations
condemned the ferocity of the
assault on the heart of a revolt
against President Bashar al-
Assad that broke out nearly a
year ago.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said: “l fear the appalling
brutality we are witnessing in

Homs, with heavy weapons
firing into civilian
neighbourhoods, is a grim
harbinger of things to come.”

Activists and residents report
hundreds of people killed over
the last week as Mr Assad’s
forces try stamp out opposition
in Homs, with rocket and mortar
fire raining down on Baba Amro,
Khalidiya and other districts.

Concern is growing over the
plight of civilians and the United
States said it was considering
ways to deliver food and

medicine, a move that would
deepen international
involvement in a conflict which
has divided foreign powers.

David Cameron has pledged
to keep the pressure on Syria
and said he was determined to
deliver the “toughest possible
response” despite the UN's
failure to agree a resolution.

Mr Cameron said: “We need
to work with the opposition to
try and help shape their future
and assist them in whatever
way we can,”
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President Assad’s fear the
Gulf State might be willing to
send its aircraft and special forces
as part of any international
intervention in ia, as the
Qataris did in Lit

Russia
the int
has, of course, also got lots to do
with its own internal political
climate.

Vladimir Putin is seeking
election as president in a country
where opposition to that very
prospect has given rise to talk of
a Russian Winter of political
activism taking its lead from the
Arab Spring.

Earlier this week, Mr Putin
warned the world faced a grow-
ing “cult of violence” stoked by
western interference and raised
the spectre of the Arab Spring
reaching Russia.

No doubt, in the weeks ahead,
this diplomatic wrangling
between Russia and the West
will throw up vet more eerie
memories of their previous Cold
War rivalry.

The real question in the mean-
time though, is what all this
means for those ordinary Syrians
trapped in hell-holes like Homs,
and their struggle to rid them-
selves of the Assad dictatorship?

Whatever was said at that
Damascus meeting the other day,
I can’t for a moment imagine it
will contribute much to alleviat-
Ing their suffering.
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As atrocities mount in Syria, the international community
struggles to choose a course of action. All options carry risks

PAUL KORING WASHINGTON

cores more were killed
Thursday as artillery salvo
pounded Homs - the battered
and bloodied Syrian city targeted
by President Bashar al-Assad's
loyal security forces for a brutal
repression.

“The appalling brutality we are
witnessing in Homs, with heavy
weapons firing into civilian
neighbourhoods, is a grim
harbinger of things to come,”
said UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, warning of even
worse if full-blown civil war
erupts.

Appeals for help from Homs,
where makeshift hospitals were
reportedly overflowing with the
dying and food was scarce in
some besieged neighbourhoods,
came after a week of sniper fire
and machine-gun barrages. The
day’s death toll, impossible to
confirm, was said to be more
than 100 by nightfall, according
to eyewitnesses and beleaguered
medical staff,

Fragmentary messages and
grim images emerged from the
stricken city. The Assad regime
has banned foreign joumalists as
it battles what it regards as a ter-
rorist-backed uprising.

In one emotional appeal,
posted to YouTube, a Syrian doc-
tor, standing next to a bloodied
body, begged: “We appeal to the
international community to help
us transport the wounded. We
wait for them here to die in
mosques. I appeal to the United
Nations and to international hu-
manitarian organizations to stop
the rockets from being fired on
us.”

More than 5,000 people have
been killed since Arab Spring
pro-democracy uprisings reached
Syria.

But after a double veto from
Russia and China thwarted a UN
Security Council resolution call-
ing for Mr. al-Assad to quit, the
international community was left
scrambling for something credi-
ble and effective to do in the face
of mounting atrocities.

The White House ruled out
arming the Syrian opposition.
Turkey called for a conference.
And China met Syrian opposition
figures even as plumes of smoke
rose from embattied Homs. In
other Syrian cities, scattered pro-
tests - and government crack-
downs - continued.

As blood runs in Syrian streets,
the outside world has few
options. They all carry risks, not
least turning a grim bloodbath
into a full-blown civil war, or
worse, a regional war putting
millions in danger.

WRING HANDS AND WAIT

This is perhaps the toughest
option, as the rising clamour to
“do something” starts to pose po-
litical consequences in the Unit-
ed States and France (both with
presidential elections under way)
and across the Arab world where
restive populations know that if
one repressive regime in a major
Arab state manages to defeat the
pro-democracy forces, it will
embolden the remaining dicta-
tors.

But, in the wake of the Russian
and Chinese veto, waiting may be
the West’s best option. The veto
puts Moscow, Syria’s only great-
power ally, on the spot. If Russia
fails to persuade Mr. al-Assad to
hand power over - and perhaps
offer him asylum - then by wait-
ing Washington may strengthen
its hand. “Faced with a neutered
Security Council, we have to re-
double our efforts outside of the
United Nations,” U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton says.

The risks, of course, are huge.
For the world to simply watch,
and fail to act, as it did while a
slow genocide unfolded in Rwan-
da, would disgrace the vows of
“never again.’

| ENCLAVES, CONFERENCES
| AND DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE

In the absence of a Security
Council resolution, the United
Nations, the Arab League and
Western nations are scrambling.
But despite an array of options,
none seem likely to force Mr.
Assad to relinquish power.

Ms. Clinton wants more sanc-
tions. A *humanitarian enclave”
is touted, to provide a safe haven
for Syrians to flee the regime
presumably to Turkey. In 1991,
tens of thousands of Kurds fled
the postwar wrath of Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein, finding tempor-
ary sanctuary in Turkey. But “safe
havens™ have a troubled history.
Srebrenica became a death camp.
For Turkey, the prospect of refu-
gee camps morphing into radical-
ized bases for armed attacks
makes the option problematic,
not least because its own restive
Kurdish minority dreams of a
homeland shared with Syrian
and Iranian Kurds.

An enclave might also be coun-
terproductive, giving the al-Assad
regime a place to drive its oppo-
nents.

A rebel carries on the fight in Idlib, Syria, on Thursday, as scores more were killed in the al-Assad regime’s brutal crackdown on Homs. associaren press

RECOGNIZING AND ARMING
THE OPPOSITION, INDICTING
ASSAD

Riskier still would be arming the
opposition - in effect turning the
so-far largely peaceful pro-de-
mocracy protests into a full-
blown insurrection pitted against
the Syrian army. In the United
States, some leading voices - no-
tably Senator John McCain, who
was in the forefront of calling for
armed opposition to Libya's
Moammar Gadhafi - want to
back Syria’s nascent liberation
army. “We should start consider-
ing options, arming the oppos-
ition,” Mr. McCain says. So far, at
least, the Obama administration
rejects that idea. “We don’t think
more arms into Syria is the an-
swer,” one official said.

Recognizing the Syrian Nation-
al Council would represent a
powerful, if symbolic, slap at Mr.
al-Assad. But for other nations to
regard the nascent opposition
group as some sort of legitimate
government in exile would mean
little without active support.

So too would be seeking an in-
dictment of Mr. al-Assad at the
International Criminal Court. It
might leave him isolated but
even more defiant, as was the
case with Colonel Gadhafi.
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WAR WITHOUT MANDATE

Risky, but not unprecedented. In
<nowing that Chin:
would veto air strikes
against Serbia, the West ignored
the UN Security Council and
went to war anyway. US. and Ca-
nadian warplanes, along with
those of some other NATO coun-
| tries, bombed Serb troops and
positions. It took months before
the Serbs capitulated but the air
war saved hundreds of thousands
of Albanians from ethnic cleans-
ing. Any military intervention in
Syria would be a far bigger war,
with far greater risks, than Libya.
Syria is far more powerful and
has Iran as a close ally and neigh-
bour. A US-led military interven-
tion in Syria could quickly spiral
out of control, with Syrian-
backed Hezbollah forces attack-
| ing Isracl and the entire Middle
| East engulfed.
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4 Syrian envoys expelled
from Germany in spy case

BERLIN

BY NICHOLAS KULISH
AND ALAN COWELL

As tensions mount between Western
nations and Syria, the German authorit-
ies said on Thursday that they had
ordered the expulsion of four Syrian
diplomats after arresting two men ac-
cused separately of spying on oppo-
nents of President Bashar al-Assad .

The police here arrested the two men
on Tuesday, saying they were “‘strongly
suspected of investigating Syrian oppo-
sition members in Germany for a Syrian
intelligence service over a period of
years.” The men were identified, under
standard German procedures, only as
Mahmoud El A., 47, of Lebanese des-
cent, and Akram 0., 34, a Syrian.

State and federal police officers
searched the homes of six other sus-
pects ““believed to be involved in espio-
nage,” prosecutors said.

In a statement on Thursday, the Ger-
man foreign minister, Guido Wester-
welle, said four diplomats — three men
and a woman who were not identified by
name — had been given three days to
leave Germany. He did not go into detail
about the expulsions, but officials said
the embassy personnel were suspected
of carrying out activities incompatible
with their diplomatic status, wording
that usually refers to espionage.

The action came after several West-
ern and Arab nations reduced their dip-
lomatic presence in Damascus. The
United States closed its embassy there
this week.

Syrian officials made no immediate
public comment on the expulsions.

After Tuesday’s arrests, Mr. Wester-
welle summoned the Syrian ambassa-

dor to tell him that intimidation of Syrian
opposition figures in Germany would
not be tolerated, officials said. According
to German news reports, the two arres-
ted men were not diplomats but worked
closely with Syrian Embassy officials.

Their activities were said to have in-
cluded infiltrating demonstrations to
photograph Syrians opposed to Mr. As-
sad and then transmitting the images to
Damascus along with other information
about the regime’s opponents. About
32,000 Syrian citizens are registered as
living in Germany, according to official
statistics, and around 2,600 of them ap-
plied for asylum in the 11 months since
the Syrian uprising began in March 2011.

Many Syrian exiles have complained
of harassment. Late last year, Ferhad
Ahma, a politician of Syrian descent
from Germany’s opposition Greens,
who is also a member of the Syrian Na-
tional Council, an opposition movement,
said he was attacked in his apartment.

A statement from the Greens at the
time said two men posing as police of-
ficers arrived at his apartment at 2 a.m.
and beat him with metal bars and clubs
when he opened the door. Greens offi-
cials accused Syrian agents of responsi-
bility, but the police said the identity of
the assailants was not clear.

The practice of spying on overseas op-
ponents is not restricted to Germany or
Syria. In October, a Syrian-American
man was arrested in the United States
and accused of secretly working with
Syrian intelligence to gather informa-
tion on overseas opponents of the Syrian
regime. The Syrian Embassy in Wash-
ington has called the charges baseless.

Alan Cowell reported from London. Vic-
tor Homola contributed reporting from
Berlin.
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S

Arm the Syrian opposition

The Obama administration loudly
denounces Bashar al-Assad, predicts the
fall of the Syrian regime and hopes that it
reacts like a house of straw. But what if
Assad’s defenses — including the tanks and
artillery of his Republican Guard and elite
Fourth Armored Division — hold? The
regime pounds rebel-held areas in the city
of Homs, Killing hundreds a day. The rebel
Free Syrian Army — a hodgepodge of
neighborhood militias and defected
soldiers armed with light weapons — seems
tolack the capacity to stand up to such an
assault, much less defeat it.

The onslaught in Homs, along with last
weekend’s veto by Russia and China of a
U.N. Security Council resolution, prompted
Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.), Lindsey
Graham (R-S.C.) and Joseph Lieberman
(I-Conn.) to propose that the United States
and its allies begin actively aiding the
Syrian opposition, including with weapons.
The administration demurs: “We don’t
think more arms into Syria is the answer,”
said the State Department.

Towhich McCain tweeted Thursday:
“Tell that to the Iranians and Russians.”
Both have provided materiel aid to Assad’s
forces.

The administration’s theory seems to be
that Assad’s army will soon be exhausted by
defections and the impossibility of
suppressing opposition across the country.
Its generals, this thinking holds, will turn
on Assad, depose him and accept the Arab
League’s plan for ademocratic transition.

Yet Syria’s top generals, like Assad, are
members of the minority Alawite clan; the
commander of the Fourth Division is his
brother, Maher. These men may feel that
they have nowhere to goin a country and a

region where Sunni Islamists are in the
ascendancy, and no choice but to fight to
the bitter end. Not possible? Just ask their
enemies in Lebanon, the Maronite
Christians, who played out a losing hand for
14 years of civil war in the 1970s and ’80s.

Either an Assad victory or along war
would be a disaster for the United States
and its allies; a speedy collapse of the
regime would be a devastating blow to Iran,
for which Syriais a crucial ally. It follows,
then, that the best U.S. policy — inwhatisa
bad and risKy situation — is to follow
McCain’s advice. This could be easily done
through proxies: Persian Gulf states, and
possibly Turkey, are already providing aid
and probably arms to the Free Syrian Army.

A senior European diplomat I spoke
with Thursday shuddered at this prospect:
The European Union, like the State
Department, favors forming a “Friends of
Syria” group with the Arab League that
woulddo. . .well, it’s notyet clear. But the
diplomat said that an arm-the-opposition
policywould trigger unforeseeable
blowback — another Afghanistan. But that,
actually, is a misreading of history. Arming
the Afghan opposition in the 1980s
succeeded in its aim of driving out the
Soviet Union. U.S. responsibility for the
subsequent chaos layin its abandoning the
country after 1989.

In this case, the United States has reason
to provide material support for the Syrian
opposition: precisely so it can be a playerin
Syria if and when Assad does fall. Western
influence could be vital in shaping the post-
Assad regime. Or would it be better to stand
back while Saudi and Qatari fundamental-
ists ship weapons to their counterparts in
Syria — and call the political shots
afterward?

— Jackson Diehl
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Keeping Syria at arm’s length

Diplomacy, not military action
that could enmesh the U.S. in a
civil war, is the best approach.

IVEN THE CONTINUED carnage in
Syria, and given Russian and
Chinese obstruction of a plan to
have Syrian President Bashar
Assad step aside, the Arab
League, Western nations and the United Na-
tions secretary-general are scrambling to
identily other measures (0 stop the Killing.
Those efforts are urgent and admirable. But,
dire as the humanitarian situation is, the
United States and NATO should resist the
temptation to become militarily involved.

Last month, the Arab League, frustrated
by Assad’s limited compliance with commit-
ments he had made to end the violence and
allow journalists and humanitarian agencies
into the country, proposed a political solu-
tion: Assad would step down in favor of one
of his vice presidents during a transition to
democracy. Western nations pressed for a
Security Council resolution endorsing the
plan, but it was vetoed Saturday by Russia
and China in what Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton called a “travesty.”

After casting its veto, Russia made a
show of seeking a solution by dispatching its
foreign minister to Damascus, but it shows
little inclination to pressure Assad. That
leaves several other paths forward. U.N. Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-moon, who this week
deplored the “appalling brutality” in the Syr-
ian city of Homs, is expected to endorse a siz-

able joint U.N.-Arab League monitoring mis-
sion in Syria. Meanwhile, Clinton has called
for a group of “friends” — countries that
would join the United States — to ratchet up
pressure on Assad. Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.) is suggesting that the U.S. aid coun-
tries willing to arm the Syrian opposition.

Singly or together, such efforts could
move Assad in the direction of compromise
and a cease-fire, but they won’t produce im-
mediate results and are no substitute for the
failed Security Council resolution.

That raises the question of whether the
United States and its allies should under-
take military action in Syria, as they did in
Libya. That would be a mistake. It isn’t just
that Russia and China probably would block
a Security Council resolution of the Kind that
established the no-fly zone in Libya. (Russia,
which abstained on that resolution, later
criticized the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation for using an authorization to protect
civilians as a justification for regime
change.) U.S. military action in Syria, a na-
tion that is larger than Libya and that has
close ties to Iran, could enmesh this country
in a civil war that might continue along sec-
tarian lines even if Assad were deposed. That
is what occurred in Iraq during the U.S. oc¢cCu-
pation, prolonging American involvemernt.

Short of military intervention, the United
States should do its utmost, alone or in col-
laboration with Clinton’s “friends,” to pres-
sure the Syrian regime to end the war on its
own people and move toward democracy.
But the sobering reality is that there are lim-
its to what this country can do to ameliorate
suffering and end oppression, in Syria and
elsewhere in the world.
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China to Address
U.S. ‘Trust Deficit’

By JEREMY PAGE
AND ANDREW BROWNE

BEIJING—A senior Chinese offi-
cial warned of a “trust deficit” ham-
pering relations between Beijing and
Washington, just five days before Xi
Jinping, the man expected to be-
come his country’s top leader later
this year, begins a visit to the U.S.

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister
Cui Tiankai also vigorously defended
Beijing’s decision to veto a U.N. Se-
curity Council resolution on Syria on
Feb. 4, and suggested that U.S. criti-
cism of the move was hypocritical.

In a briefing with reporters
Thursday, Mr. Cui sought to damp
expectations of any big commercial
deals during M. Xi’s visit, or of con-
cessions to U.S. demands that China
allow its currency to appreciate fur-
ther.

Mr. Cui’s remarks highlight the
political and economic challenges
facing Mr. Xi, China’s vice president,
as he prepares for his five-day tour
of Washington, Iowa and California
beginning on Monday.

Mr. Xi’s main priority is to estab-
lish his credentials as a world
statesman capable of handling the
complex relationship with the U.S.
before he takes over as Communist
Party chief—the nation’s top job—in
a once-a-decade leadership change
in the fall.

He has already shown signs that
he will present a more open and
confident image than the man he is
expected to replace, President Hu
Jintao, who often appears uncom-
fortable in public, especially when
abroad.

On Wednesday, Mr. Xi plans to
attend a teatime reunion in the city
of Muscatine, lowa, with a family he
stayed with during a visit there as a
young party official in 1985.

U.S. and Chinese officials are
also discussing plans for him to at-
tend a basketball game in Los Ange-
les on the last day of his trip on Fri-
day, according to people familiar
with the plans. The idea to attend
the game—the Los Angeles Lakers
vs. the Phoenix Suns—originated
from the Chinese side, these people
said, and appears to be another at-
tempt to establish an image for Mr.
Xi at home and overseas as a rela-
tively open and confident leader
who feels comfortable in a public
setting

Both sides are hoping that Mr.
Xi’s self-assured manner will help to
set a more positive tone for rela-
tions, which have been strained in
the past two years by disputes over
trade, and human rights and mutual

suspicions over each other’s military
strategy in Asia.

“The trust deficit sums up a very
clear fact: that is, the level of mu-
tual trust between China and the
United States is lagging behind what
is required for the further expansion
of our bilateral relationship,” Mr.
Cui said. “Vice President Xi's visit
will present a very important oppor-
tunity to further enhance our mu-
tual trust.”

For U.S. officials, the main aim is
to build on the personal rapport
forged between Mr. Xi and Vice
President Joe Biden during his visit
to China last year, and to establish a
working relationship with President
Barack Obama, during meetings at
the White House on Tuesday.

They will be scrutinizing Mr. Xi's
words and actions for indications of
how he will try to govern China over
the next decade, and who he is most
closely allied with among the other
candidates for elevation to the Polit-
buro Standing Committee—the top
decision-making body.

A lunch hosted by Hillary Clinton
on Tuesday and a visit to the Penta-
gon, probably the same day, will give
U.S. officials a chance to gauge Mr.
Xi’s views on the new U.S. strategic
focus on Asia, and on the main re-
gional flash points, especially North
Korea and the South China Sea.

The White House is looking in
particular for signals that China is
willing to comply with new U.S.
sanctions on Iran, and to increase
international pressure on the Syrian
government.

Mr. Cui said cooperation with the
U.S. on Syria was still a possibility.

But Mr. Cui also made it clear
that China had been stung by U.S.
criticism of its veto with Russia of
the Syria resolution, which was de-
scribed as “disgusting” by the U.S.
ambassador to the U.N., Susan Rice.

“If anyone should be criticized
for using the veto power then I
would say the United States should
bear the most blame because the
United States has used its veto
power the most,” Mr. Cui said.

“In international relations one
should not wantonly resort to the
use, or the threat of the use, of
force,” he said, adding that China
had only used its veto eight times
since 1971

His uncompromising tone sets
the stage for some tense exchanges
in Washington, especially when Mr.
Xi visits the Capitol on Wednesday
morning for meetings with some of
China’s most vocal critics.

—Laura Meckler in Washington

contributed to this article.
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Thze Debka File (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

First foreign troops in Syria back Homs rebels.
Damascus and Moscow at odds

DEBKAVfile Exclusive Report February 8, 2012, 1:35 PM (GMT+02:00)

Tags: Syrian uprising >> British forces >> Qatar>> Turkish PM>> Sergey Lavrov > Bashar British and
Assad >> Qatari  special
... . crerations units are operating with rebel forces under cover in the
Our military sources also report that Wednesday afternoon, Feb. 8, Assad sent the 40th
Mechanized Brigade of heavy T-72 tanks to Homs for an all-out effort to beat the rebellion,
counter the foreign contingents and reinforce the 90th Infantry Brigade commanded by his
kinsman, Gen. Zuhair al-Assad, the backbone of the military force battering the city for the past
five days at the cost of hundreds of dead.

The presence of the British and Qatari troops was seized on by Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip
Erdogan for the new plan he unveiled to parliament in Ankara Tuesday, Feb. 7. Treating the
British-Qatari contingents as the first foreign foot wedged through the Syrian door, his plan
hinges on consigning a new Turkish-Arab force to Homs through that door and under the
protection of those contingents. Later, they would go to additional flashpoint cities.

In the close to eleven months of the Syrian revolt, Erdogan has hatched more than one
scheme for countering the Assad regime's savage crackdown on dissent. His most persistent
was a plan for the creation of military buffer zones to shelter rebels and civilians persecuted by
the Syrian authorities. But nothing came of those plans because, every time they came up,
Assad reinforced his contingents on the Turkish border and deployed air defense and surface-
to-surface missile batteries. He made it clear that the first Turk crossing the border would spark
a full-scale war.

It is hard to say at this point whether the latest Turkish leader's current plan is any more
practical than his earlier schemes. For now, he has put the ball in the American court.
Wednesday, Feb. 8, he sent Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu to Washington to ask for the
Obama administration's cooperation. The Turkish prime minister is also in urgent consultation
with Saudi and several other Gulf rulers in the hope of bringing them aboard.

The British-Qatari troop presence in Homs was at the center of Assad's talks in Damascus
Tuesday with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Russian SVR intelligence chief
Mikhail Fradkov. Senior Syrian intelligence officers laid their updates from the field before the
Russian visitors and received SVR data and evaluations in return.

Western intelligence officials familiar with the talks describe the atmosphere between Assad
and the Russian officials as uneasy and tense. Later, Lavrov reported optimistically that he had
received assurances from the Syrian ruler of an end to the violence, talks with all Syrian parties
and an early referendum on a new constitution for political reforms. His account was no more
than prevarication to conceal the opposite outcome of their talks. In fact, their conversation
focused on more violence, namely, Assad's plans for his next assault on rebels and protesters
and his military response to the rising covert presence of foreign Western, Arab and Muslim
troops in Syria.
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

League could recognise
Syrian National Council

CAUTIOUS WELCOME TO PROPOSED ARAB-UN

Guardians of Idlib

SN

OBSERVER TEAM AS

BLITZ CONTINUES

Opposition fighters gather in Idlib yesterday. Human Rights Watch said eyewitness accounts, as well as video reviewed by the group’s arms experts,
suggest Syrian government forces are using long-range, indirect fire weapons such as mortars in the attacks on the besieged city of Homs. Such
weapons 'are inherently indiscriminate when fired into densely populated areas,’ the New York-based group said.

By LAYELLE Saap
GCC/Middle East Editor

Dubai The Syrian National
Council intensified contacts
to discuss developments
in Syria by holding a meet-
ing in Qatar, as tank, mortar
and rocket bombardment by
President Bashar Al Assad’s
forces on the besieged city
of Homs killed at least 110
civilians yesterday.

Farlier in the week, some
opposition officials also
held talks with China, who
along with Russia vetoed a
UN draft resolution con-
demning Al Assad’s bloody
crackdown on protesters.

Sources say a decision
could be taken on Sunday
during the Arab League
meeting in Cairo to recog-
nise the Syrian National

Council as the legitimate
representative of the Syr-
ian people.

If the meeting agrees to
recognise the SNC, offices
could soon be opened in
some Arab countries.

Major world powers gave
a cautious welcome vester-
day to a proposal to send a
joint Arab League-United
Nations mission to moni-
tor the deadly crackdown.

France said there had to
be “guarantees” for the mis-
sion. The US and German
ambassadors to the United
Nations said their coun-
tries were studying the idea
raised by UN leader Ban Ki-
moon on Wednesday.

Ban said the head of the
Arab League had told him
that he would be sending
observers back to Syria and

wanted it to be a joint UN-
Arab League operation.
Russia yesterday slammed
as “illegitimate” Turkey's
proposed “Friends of Syria”
meceting, likening it to a
similar grouping of nations
that supported military ac-
tion in Libya, which Russia
largely opposed. On the
ground, the situation has
been described by resi-
dents as “appalling”.
“There is no food, no
water, no medical sup-
plies, soon we will starve
to death, we are trapped
inside,” one resident from
Baba Amro said.
Meanwhile, Libya vester-
day ordered Syrian diplo-
mats to leave the country
within 72 hours, the official
news agency Lana reported.
See also Page 11

WEEKEND REVIEW

TALE OF TWO BAATH PARTIES

Syria and Iraq were both controlled by the Baath Party and many of their
decision-making mechanisms were similar. Terrifying the population is
fundamental to these authoritarian regimes. But there are also differences
between the two regimes: Saddam built his system and created an extensive
network of rewards and punishments that enabled the regime to last 35
years despite wars, uprisings and sanctions. Bashar Al Assad's (inherited)
power base is not nearly as deeply rooted, militarily or politically. The
question is whether Al Assad can steer his regime out of this crisis.

— By Joseph Sassoon

See Weekend Review for details (For subscribers only)

OPINION

Cold war rumblings

Russia and China push
Mideast interests with veto
PAGE6
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New regional alignment

The relationship between Iraq
and Syria has strengthened
PAGE 6
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Syrian crisis and the familiar
rumblings of a cold war

With their vetoes, Russia and China are saying they too have interests in the Middle East, which they are bent on protecting

BY PATRICK SFALF

he Syrian crisis is no longer a

purely Syrian affair. Its wider

dimension was highlighted on

February 4 when Russia and
China cast their veto at the UN Secu-
rity Council, thereby aborting a west-
ern-backed Arab Resolution, which had
called on President Bashar Al Assad to
step down.

At a stroke, the debate was no long
simply about Syria’s internal power
struggle. Instead, with their vetoes,
Moscow and Beijing were saying that
they too had interests in the Middle
East, which they were determined to
protect. The region was no longer an
exclusive western preserve under the
hegemony of the US and its allies.

Russia has decades-old interests in the
Middle East, in Syria in particular. As
a major customer of Iranian oil, China
does not approve of western sanctions
against Tehran. Nor does it take kindly
to US attempts to contain its influence
in the Asia-Pacific region. There is a
hint in the air of a revived cold war.

The Syrian crisis has, in fact, been a
two-stage affair from the very beginning
— internal as well as international. On
the internal level, the uprising has aimed
to topple the regime on the model of
Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Yemen. In this
increasingly ugly struggle, both sides
— government and opposition — have
made serious mistakes. The government’s
mistake was to use live fire against street
protesters who were — at first at least

demonstrating peacefully.

The opposition’s mistake has been to
resort to arms — to become milita wrise d

largely in the form of the Free $
Army, a motley force of defectors 1rum
the armed services, as well as free-lance
fighters and hard-line Islamists. It has
been conducting hit-and-run attacks on
regime targets and regime loyalists. The
exiled opposition leadership is composed
ofa number of disparate, often squabbling
groupings — of which the best known is
the Syrian National Council. Inside the
SNC, the Muslim Brotherhood is the best
organised and funded element of the op-
position. Outlawed since its terrorist cam-
paign in 1977-1982 to overthrow the regime
of former president Hafez Al Assad -

attempt crushed in blood at Hama — it is
driven by a thirst for revenge.

The second level of the contest is be-
ing played out in the international are-
na, where Russia and China, with some
support from other emerging powers
such as India and Brazil, are challeng-
ing America’s supremacy in the Middle
East. Washington’s outrage at the chal-
lenge was evident when US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton angrily dismissed
the Ru n and Chine: trav-
esty’. lating the cri led for
an international coalition to support the
Syrian opposition against what she de-
scribed as the ‘brutal regime’ in Damas-
cus. She has encouraged the creation
of a ‘Friends of Syria’ group, with the
apparent aim of channelling funds and
weapons to Bashar Al Assad’s enemies.

At the heart of the international strug-
gle is a concerted attempt by the US
and its allies to bring down the ruling
regimes in both Iran and Syria. Iran’s
‘crime’ has been to refuse to submit to
American hegemony in the Gulf region
and to appear to pose a challenge, with
its nuclear programme, to Israel's re-
gional nuclear monopoly. At the same

time, Iran, Syria and Hezbollah — part-
ners for the past three decades — have
managed to make a dent in Israel’s mili-
tary supremacy. They have in recent
years been the main obstacle to US-Is-
raeli regional domin: mee.

The real issue, howeve: one of region-
al dominance. Iran’s nuclear programme
poses no particular danger to Israel. With
its large nuclear arsenal, Israel has ample
means to deter any would be agg
Nor would Iran willingly risk annihilation
in a nuclear exchange. However, a nu-
clear-capable Iran — even if it never ac-
tually built a bomb — would limit Israel's
freedom of action, notably its freedom to
strike its neighbours at will.

The US has also suffered grave setbacks
in the region: its catastrophic war in Iraq:
its unfinished conflict in Afghanistan; the
violent hostility it has aroused in the Mus-
lim world. particularly in Pakistan, Yemen
and the Horn of Africa. It, too, is striving
to retain its pre-eminence over the Gulf
states. Some Washington hawks may
think that the overthrow of the regime in
‘Tehran would put the US and its Israeli
ally back on top.

Because of their own apprehension of

Niustration: NINO JOSE HEREDIA/ OGulf News

Iran, the Arab states of the Gulf have al-
lowed themselves to be drawn into the
contlict. They seem to fear that Iran may
endanger the existing political order by
stirring up local Shiite communities. With
Qatar in the lead, they joined the US and
Israel in their assault against Damascus
and Tehran. But — perhaps belatedly
aware that a regional war could be cata-
strophic for them — there are signs that
they are having second thoughts.

At the recent Munich Security Confer-
ence, Qatar's Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Khalid Al Attiyah, declared that
an attack on Iran not a solution, and
tightening the embargo will make the sce-
nario worse. I believe we should have dia-
logue.” That is the voice of reason.

Yatrick Seale is a commentator and
author of several books on Middle East
affairs.
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» For full article, log on to
www.gulfnews.com/opinions
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

‘Citizen journalists’ risk life and limb

BeIRUT — Mohammed Shami
charges into a demonstration
in Damascus, points his mobile
phone and films the scene for a
few minutes before rushing off
in fear of the security forces.

A craftsman a year ago, Shami
is today one of the hundreds,
some say thousands, of citizen
journalists covering the Syria
government’s crackdown on
dissent.

Among the ranks of these
makeshift reporters are former

engineers, lawyers and students.

“It all started when we took
part in the first demonstration
in the capital,” Shami, 32, said on
the phone from Damascus. The
regime said that these demon-
strations never occurred (and)
we wanted to prove their lies.

“We wanted the world to
know that we were beginning to

rise up against the regime. We
started to shoot.”

At one demonstration, Shami
was arrested. The security
forces discovered images of the
rally on his phone.

“| paid a high price for these
images. For 15 days, | was beaten
and tortured.”

But Shami said he was not
discouraged. “We started to co-
ordinate in a more efficient way.

“One of us would film for a
few minutes, then hide in a safe
place and send his images to
satellite channels, while another
person continued to film.”

“Omar the Syrian,” a citizen
journalist, died in shelling over-
night Friday-Saturday as govern-
ment troops launched a huge
assault on Homs, a friend said.

The 24-year-old student,
whose real name was Mazhar

Tayyara, had left his home in
the Inshaat district at night for
Khaldiyeh. “He was trying to
help some people wounded

in the bombardment when a
second volley of shells fell and
he was hit,” the friend said.

“He was hit in the head, the
stomach and in a leg and died of
his injuries three hours later in
hospital” on Saturday, the friend
added, requesting anonymity.

Tayyara worked for several
media outlets including British
daily The Guardian and the
German newspaper Die Welt. He
also appeared on the satellite
networks Al Jazeera and CNN.

Before Tayyara was killed, se-
curity forces shot dead 23-year-
old Bassil Sayyed as he filmed in
the flashpoint Homs neighbour-
hood of Baba Amr on December
29.—AFP
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The Saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)
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