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«Percer les murs pour circuler al’abri»

PRESENT a Homs dans les quartiers controlés par I'opposition syrienne, le
photojournaliste Mani raconte uneville en état de querre:

«Le quartier de Sabil, au nord-est de la vieille ville, jouxte celui de
Zahra, habité principalement par des Syriens de confession alaouite,
une dissidence du chiisme dont est issue la famille du président Bachar
Al-Assad. Contrairement a Zahra, Sabil est peuplé d’une population mul-
ticonfessionnelle (alaouites, sunnites et chrétiens). A Sabil, enréponse a
la répression des autorités, les sunnites ont décidé de percer des trous
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dans les murs de facon a pouvoir circuler sans avoir a passer pres des|
barrages des soldats loyalistes, tout proches. Les murs sont également
percés entre les maisons sunnites afin de pouvoir se déplacer discrete-
ment dans le quartier et d’échapper ainsi a la surveillance des positions
tenues par les loyalistes et des voisins membres des chabiha, les milices
du régime. » Jeudi g février, plus de 80 personnes ont été tuées a Homs
dans les bombardements de I'armée, selon les opposants.®

PHOTO:MANIPOUR « LEMONDE »
iy
|
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AHoms, «le painest de plus en plus difficile a trouver »

PRESENT a Homs dans les quartiers contrélés par I'opposition syrienne, le
photojournaliste Mani raconte uneville en état de guerre :

«Depuis que la farine manque dans les quartiers de Homs tenus par I'in-
surrection, le pain devient de plus en plus difficile a trouver et souligne
les clivages politiques et confessionnels. Les fours des boulangers de
confession alaouite, une dissidence du chiisme dont est issue la famille
du président Bachar Al-Assad, ne sont souvent plus accessibles aux sun-

nites. Les fours de ces derniers, dans les quartiers tenus par les insurgés,
ne sont pas approvisionneés par I'Etat. Les boulangers de ces quartiers
peuvent parfois se procurer de 1a farine aupres de grossistes privés,
mais le prix du pain s'en ressent. Il double, alors que des queues de plus
de cent personnes s'étirent devant les fours.» Plus de 70 personnes ont
été tuées dans les violences en Syrie, vendredi 10 février, une journée
marquée par deux attentats 2 Alep.® PHOTO: MANIPOUR «LEMONDE »
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La mobilisation contre Damas vise aussi Téhéran

Les efforts diplomatiques face aux atrocités en Syrie vont de pair avec une volonte de priver I'Tran de son allié

enir a bout de Bachar
s ’ Al-Assad pour affaiblir
I'Iran? Sans étre la motiva-
tion premiére des diplomaties
mobilisées surlacrise en Syrie—ou
les atrocités perpétrées par le régi-
me ont atteint un degré tel que le
Haut-Commissaire aux droits de
I'homme de I'ONU, Navi Pillay,
vientdelancerunappelalasaisine
de la Cour pénale internationale
(CPI) -, I'aspect régional est dans
tousles esprits. Un changement de
régime a Damas priverait Téhéran
d'unallié delongue dateauProche-
Orient.

L'alliance entre la République
islamique et le pouvoir de la
famille Assad, qui repose sur la
minorité alaouite d’obédience chii-
te, dure depuis plus de trente ans.
Si, voici quelques mois, Téhéran
paraissait s'agacer de ce partenaire
enl'appelant a conduire des réfor-
mes politiques, I'aide apportée a
Tl'appareil répressif syrien par la
garde prétorienne du régime ira-
nien, les puissants Gardiens de la
révolution, ne semble s'étre jamais
démentie.

Derriére I'effort conjugué, occi-
dental, arabe et turc, pour mettre
fin au bain de sang en Syrie, les
calculs géopolitiques sont bien pré-
sents. L'affaiblissement de I'Iran
par la perte de la « carte» syrienne
est espéré par les Occidentaux car
cela conforterait leur stratégie sur
le dossier nucléaire : mettre le régi-
me de Téhéran sous pression afin
qu'il s'engage dans un réglement

Le prési iranienM A

de leurs revendications politiques,
I'épicentre d'un affrontement
régional complexe, qui met face a
face la puissance chiite iranienne
et I'Arabie saoudite, « gardienne »
de I'islam sunnlte Un aspect mis

édite, ven-

négocié.
La Syrie est, au-dela du drame
VECu par ses opp ciblés par

T'appareil militaire et broyés dans
des chambres de tortures en raison

dredi 10février, par le roi Abdallah
d’Arabie saoudite lui-méme. Habi-

)
tuellement discret, le souverain a
fait une déclaration a la télévision
nationale décrivant le blocage a
I'ONU surla Syrie comme « absolu-
ment regrettable ». Sans nommer
la Russie, cette «sortie » semblait
destinée a souligner la coupure
apparue entre les pays arabes sun-
nites et Moscou (qui a opposé son

vetoaunprojet derésolutionsurla
Syrie, le 4 février). La Russie a en
outre beaucoup ceuvre, ces dernie-
res années a I'ONU, pour atténuer
les mesures prises contre I'lIran.
Une réunion de la Ligue arabe
devait étre consacrée, dimanche, a
la Syrie, des consultations étant
également prévues entre les pétro-

—

(a gauche) accueille le président syrien Bachar Al-Assad a Téhéran, en février 2007. Arakensre/am

monarchies du Conseil decoopéra-
tion du Golfe (CCG). Tous ces pays,
apparemment appelés a faire par-
tie d'un « groupe des amis de la
Syrie» réunissant aussi les Occi-
dentaux et la Turquie, sont depuis
longtemps extrémement nerveux
face aux ambitions, régionales et
technologiques, de'Iran.

Nicolas Sarkozy, dont la diplo-
matieseveuten pointealafois sur
ledossieriranien et surlaquestion
syrienne, déclarait le 8février a
Paris: «Un jour, le régime de
Bachar Al-Assad tombera, parce
que 'on ne peut pas massacrer
impunément son peuple. Ce jour-
1a, d'ailleurs, I'lran sera encore plus
seul et isolé et affaibli.»

L'ambition de rompre l'axe
entrela Syrie etI'Iran figurait déja
au centre d’une politique absolu-
ment inverse, tentée par la France
de 2007 a fin 2010: celle d'un rap-
prochement avec Bachar
Al-Assad. L'administration Oba-
ma s'était lancée dans une appro-
chesimilaire, mais dans une moin-
dre mesure.

La Syrie estI'épicentre
d’'unaffrontement
entrel'Iran
et]'Arabie saoudite

En Israél, les événements en
Syrie et le risque d'une percée des
Fréres musulmans dans ce pays
donnent lieu a des analyses
contrastées, que reflétaient bien
des propos tenus le 2février par le
ministre de la défense, Ehoud
Barak, lors d'une conférence sur
les questions de sécurité organisée
a Herzliya. Apreés avoir estimé que
«lerégnede la famille Assad est sur
lepointde s'achever »,le ministre a
dit son inquiétude a propos de
transferts d’armes vers le Hezbol-
lah au Liban. « En méme temps, a
ajouté M.Barak, la chute de la
famille Assad sera un coup dur
pour “Te axemdlcal car cela privera

A Bahrein, les chiites sont accusés de complot au bénéfice de1'Tran

Manama
Envoyée spéciale

Tlale ton hésitant et I'air tracassé.
Masaud Jahromi, 42 ans, a été accu-
sé d'étre un espion ala solde de
I'randans le royaume de Bahrein.
L'accusation est ensuite tombée,
mais cet Ajam (Bahreini chiite
d'origine iranienne) est inquiet.
Dans un restaurant de Manama, il
confieses doutes, partagés parsa
jeune épouse iranienne : quitter
Bahrein? Rester ? Son passeport a
été confisqué et ce professeur
d'université, suspendu de ses fonc-
tions apres six mois en prison,
vient d'apprendre qu'en avril il
comparaitra de nouveau devant la
justice pour participation a des ras-
semblements illégaux - autre-

risque quatre mois de détention.
Une bagatelle, par rapport a I'ac-
cusation initiale, punie par lapri-

ont semé la crainte, parmi ceux
quisoutiennent la contestation,
diétre percus comme desrelais de

son avie, et qui avait ¢
visé quatre opposants ajami. « Les
autorités cherchaient des person-
nes d'origine iranienne a arréter
pour démontrer que Téhéran est
derriere larévolte», affirme
M.Jahromi. Animateur, jusqu’en
2011, d'un centre de promotion de
I'islam, il n'a été naturalisé qu'en
2002. Sa famille, originaire du sud
del'Iran, est pourtant installée a
Bahrein depuis unsiecle.
«Jenevais enIran que pour des

laR que. D'autant
que Tors des précédentes rébel-
lions dans I'archipel, des familles
avaient été expulsées vers I'Tran.

«Retourneen Iran»

Dans un quartier ajam de
Manama, des jeunes discutent en
farsi. Selon Bilal, « étre d'origine
iranienne est un facteur aggra-
vant sion est chiite et avecl'opposi-
tion; cela veut dire plus de contré-
les, davantage d’humiliations en

visites privées. Mona a
servi a faire peur aux Ajami», sou-
tient M. Jahromi. Cette communau-
té (plus de 40 000 personnes, soit
8% des Bahreinis, selon un

mentditau & de
février2011, en majorité chiite,
contre la famille royale sunnite. 1l

) n'a pas été visée par
une campagne systématique. Mais
les accusations de complot iranien

casd’ar . En prison, on me
disait, “retourne enIran!” ».

Cet homme d'affaires et mili-
tant ne dort pas deux soirs au
méme endroit par crainte d'une
interpellation. Il a appris que son
compte bancaire « a été surveillé
parlabanque centrale». « Sans dou-

teespéraient-ils découvrir des tran-
sactions depuis 'Iran ! Pour freiner
toute solidarité avecla révolte, les
autorités ne pouvaient pas trouver
mieux que de désigner Téhéran.
Car pour I'Occident, I'lran, C'est le
grand méchant loup ! », dit-il.

Que la République islamique
soit favorable aux revendications
politiques des chiites bahreinis
estune évidence. Mais la commis-
sion d’enquéte diligentée parle
pouvoir sur les troubles de 2011a
cependant écarté toute interféren-
ce del'Iran dans la contestation
autre qu'a travers ses médias et
ses déclarations politiques.

Les Ajami entretiennent de mul-
tiples connexions avec Téhéran,
religieuses ou familiales, disent-
ils. Selon un opposant s’exprimant
sous couvert d’'anonymat, leur
mobilisation est forte dans la révol-
te. « Pour les autorités, cela a été un

choc. Jusqu'au début des années
2000, les Ajami étaient pro-famille
royale, ou muets. La vaque de natu-
ralisation a permis une émancipa-
tion », estime-t-il. Engagé politique-
ment, il a été emprisonné a deux
reprises depuis 1980. Et a chaque
fois, accusé de travailler pour Téhé-
ran, raconte-t-il, tout en montrant
les portraits des ayatollahs Kho-
meyni et Khamenei qu'il garde
avec lui. Un peu par provocation et
surtout parattachement: «La
République islamique est un mode-
le positif: On peut Fadmirer sans
vouloir 'importer. Il n'est pas via-
ble a Bahrein. » Uinstauration d'un

bollah de son relais, et I'Tran
perdm sa seule emprise dans le
monde arabe.»

LaTurquie se livre a ses propres
calculs. Active aupres de I'opposi-
tion syrienne, elle doit composer
avec le role de la Ligue arabe pour
ne pas heurter les sensibilités
régionales en affichant trop de
réflexe « néo-ottoman». Elleaaus-
sial'esprit la question kurde, que
Damas instrumentalise. Alors que
50% des importations de pétrole
de la Turquie proviennent d'Iran,
larelation avecle grand voisin chii-
tes'est nettement dégradee.

La Turquie reproche a I'ran de
se montrer trop hégémonique en
Irak et de pousserle premier minis-
tre chiite, Nouri Al-Maliki, a une
politique sectaire et antisunnite,
qui, a terme, risque de conduire a

Etati que est parles
Bahreinis restés fideles au régime.
«Les Ajami et les autres manifes-
tants veulent juste quela famille
royale quittele pouvoir! Tous sont
patriotes!» rétorque 'opposant. @
LAURE STEPHAN

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

un éc de ce pays. Ankara
se considere de plus en plus com-
me le protecteur des sunnites
d'Irak et la rivalité qui 'y oppose a
Téhéran ne cesse de s'amplifier.@

CHRISTOPHE AYAD

ET NATALIE NOUGAYREDE
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Les opposants d’el-Assad
pourchassés jusqu’a Berlin

PATRICK SAINT-PAUL
CORRESPONDANT ABERLIN

LA REPRESSION du printemps arabe s est
invitée dans son appartement de Wed-
ding au lendemain de Noél. Figure des
Verts allemands dans ce quartier multi-
culturel de Berlin, Fehrad Ahma est aussi
un opposant tres actif au régime syrien de
Bachar el-Assad. Son passage a tabac par
deux sbires du régime baasiste a provo
qué une vague d’émoi dans toute I'Alle-
magne. Et déclenché un sursaut des auto-
rites allemandes face aux agissements des
services secrets syriens outre- Rhin.

Surveillé depuis des années

Le 26 décembre, Fehrad Ahma passe la
soirée a échanger des informations sur
Skype avec des opposants en Syrie et a
regarder des vidéos des violences com-
mises par le régime. Lorsqu'il entend
frapper a sa porte vers deux heures du
matin, il pense que ses voisins viennent se
plaindre de ses conversations trop
bruyantes. « J'avais @ peine entrouvert la
porte lorsgue dewx Drutes ont donne un
coup d'épaule et ont fait irruption chez moi,

ments syriem] rendent régulierement vi-
site a mon pére resté a al-Qamischli. Ils lui
disent que je n’ai rien a faire dans les mani-
festations contre le régime a Aix-la-Cha-
pelle, a Hanovre ou a Berlin. Iis lui disent
que je ferais bien de me tenir tranquille et &
I'écart de lapolitique pour le bien de tous. »

Son pere, son oncle et ses freres ont
déja effectué plusieurs sejours en prison.
Leur village subit des coupures punitives
d’¢électricité et d’eau. Cela n’empéche pas
Ahma de continuer ses activités. Il orga-
nise des manifestations devant I'ambas-
sade syrienne pour dénoncer les « crimes
duregime », ou devant I'ambassade russe
pour protester contre le veto de Moscou a
une résolution du Conseil de sécurité -
<« un permis de tuer offert a el-Assad ». 11
égraine le nombre des tués, par date, a
Homs, Hama ou Deraa. Et réclame
Pouverture de corridors humanitaires,
I'intervention de la Croix-Rouge et de la
communauté internationale. « Je pensais
que je pouvais étre agressé en marge d'une
manifestation, affirme-t-il. Mais pas chez
moi en pleine nuit. I'ai porté plainte et les
Verts ont médiutis€ Uaffaire. Reésultat .
I'ambassadeur syrien a été convoqué au

raconte-1-il au Figaro. Les deux |

3 I des Affaires étrangéres

ages d'une trentaine d’années, n'étaient
pas masques et ressemblaient clairement a
des Syriens. Ils n’ont pas dit un mot. Ils
m'ont frappé a coups de matraque en cher-
chant G atteindre le visage. »

Les agresseurs prennent la fuite lors-
qu'un voisin réveillé par le bruit ouvre sa
porte. Lui s’en sort avec des contusions
au visage et aux bras. Membre du Conseil
national syrien, qui regroupe les oppo-
sants au gouvernement de Bachar el-As-
sad, Fehrad Ahma est surpris mais pas
étonné. Ce traducteur se sait surveillé de-
puis plusieurs années. « I'ai remarqué que
Jj'étais suivi et que I'on me prenait en photo,
explique Ahma, 37 ans, qui a fui son villa-
ge kurde d’al-Qamischli, a la frontiere
avec la Turquie, en 1996. Les moukhaba-
rat [membres des services de renseigne-

Quatre employés de I'ambassade
de Syrie a Berlin ont été expulsés jeudi
ala suite d'une affaire d'esbionnage

et les autorites allemandes se sont ré-
veillées. »

Son passage a tabac
par deux shires du régime
baasiste a provoqué
un émoi dans tout le pays

La police et les services allemands dé-
couvrent alors I'étendue des agissements
des espions syriens en Allemagne, ot vi-
vent quelque 50000 Syriens, dont
30 000 ont la nationalité allemande. Jeu-
di, quatre employés de I'ambassade de
Syrie a Berlin ont eté expulsés en relation
avec une affaire d'espionnage d'oppo-
sants syriens. Mardi, deux agents « soup-
connés d'avoir travaille pendant plusieurs
années pour un service de renseignements
svrien en espionnant des opposants syriens
dans la République féderale » ont été pla-
cés en détention. « L'un d'entre eux tra-
vaillait a I'ambassade syrienne », précise
Ahma, qui figure en 236¢ position sur une
liste d’opposants recherchés par le régi-
me syrien, etablie en mars 2007. « Si je
suis considéré comme un traitre par le ré-
gime, ca veut dire que j'ai peut-étre réussi
quelque chose ici, se félicite-t-il. Mais je
sais que je ne pourrais pas rentrer en Syrie
tant qu'el-Assad sera au pouvoir. »

Ferhad Ahma voudrait mettre son ex-
pertise au service de la reconstruction
d'un pays démocratique et sensible aux
questions écologiques. « Nous n'avons
pas beaucoup d'argent ni d’armes, lache
Ahma. Mais c'est fini pour el-Assad. Il
peut envoyer ses chars a Deraa ou a
Homs... le mur de la pewr est tombé. C'était
son arme la plus féroce. Nous voulons la li-
berté. La question est maintenant de savoir
combien de milliers de Syriens mourront
avant qu'il ne quitte le pouvoir. Et combien
de temps la communauté internationale
restera les bras croises face aux massacres
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Devant le quartier général de la police a Alep, vendredi. PHOTO BASSEM TELLAWI. AP 7

La ville d’Alep frappée
par deux attentats

SYRIE Damas accuse pays arabes et occidentaux d’étre
derriere les attaques qui ont fait 28 morts, vendredi.

ER e AP |
&5 SYRIE
3  ®Homs
=
HDamas

,ﬂ

eux attentats a la voi-

ture piégée ont secoué

vendredi Alep, la
deuxiéme ville de Syrie, fai-
sant au moins 28 morts, au
moment ou les chars péné-
traient dans la région rebelle
de Homs, dévastée par une
semaine de bombardements
intensifs. Le pouvoir syrien a
annoncé ces deux attentats,
les premiers du genre a frap-
per Alep, en les imputant a
des «gangs terroristes soute-
nus par des pays arabes et oc-
cidentaux» . Mais I’ Armée sy-
rienne libre (ASL), formée de
militaires dissidents, a ac-
cusé le régime de «vouloir

détourner ’attention» de sa
répression a Homs.

La ville du Sud continue en
effet d’étre pilonnée par I’ar-
mée et des chars ont pris
d’assaut le quartier Inchaat
que les soldats ratissaient, a
déclaré Rami Abdel Rah-
mane, chef de I’Observatoire
syrien des droits de
I’homme. Plus de 450 per-
sonnes ont péri a Homs de-
puis le début du dernier as-
saut, le 4 février, selon les
militants. Les ONG craignent
une crise humanitaire «ma-
jeure» dans cette ville ol les
communications téléphoni-
ques et I’électricité sont cou-
pées, les infrastructures dé-
truites, les médicaments et la
nourriture rares. Dans le
reste du pays, des manifes-
tants se sont rassemblés dans
plusieurs villes pour dénon-
cer le veto russe a une résolu-
tion des Nations unies, mal-
gré les tirs des troupes
déployées pour empécher les

manifestations. Sur le plan
diplomatique, tout reste blo-
qué au Conseil de sécurité
depuis les veto chinois et
russe il y a une semaine. De
Washington a Paris, en pas-
sant par I’Otan, les dirigeants
occidentaux durcissent le ton
contre Damas et annoncent
un durcissement des sanc-
tions, mais excluent toute in-
tervention armée. «Laissez-
moi étre trés clair, I’Otann’a
aucune intention d’intervenir
en Syrie», a rappelé Anders
Fogh Rasmussen, le secré-
taire général de I’Alliance. La
Turquie, de son c6té, s’active
pour organiser une confé-
rence internationale. Ce
week-end, la Ligue arabe et
le Conseil de coopération du
Golfe sont réunis a Doha
(Qatar) pour relancer la mis-
sion de leurs observateurs.
Un certain nombre de ces
pays pourraient reconnaitre
le Conseil national syrien.
S.Emw.
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Le Parisien - Aujourd'hui en France

L T e

sma al-Assad,
u glamour a la tyrannie

epuis un an on ne la voyait
phus. on ne Tentendaic pas
Asa, 36 ans, b ravissante
Epowse de Bachar al-Assad,
o rompn be silence il y o une
dizaine de jours. Le ocomame!
Vo e paar son bureau au quetidien bn-
tanmique « Times » est lapidaire, « Le
président ess ke president de la Savie,
non d'une faction de Syriens, et la pre-
e daomwe Fappuie s son mle, »
Le soutien son seguinane épous est
ol Fracssoe. Nimage de colle que
'on présentait voloniers conmime une
Laxly Di moyen-onentabe. Navat-cile
nas, belle. modem, Clégantc. out sou-
rires, humanise un tyran aujoundh
respoasadle de millers de morts !
Towst it powertant si bien commenced
pourcelie Syn Pkt un pias-
seport btinigue, née a Londres
dune mere dipkxnate et Fun pere
canfiologue, mec cabinet dans la es
huppee Hardey Street, Erucliante bril-
lante, diplomée du prestigieux
OQueent’s College londonien efie g,
wvec competence, un postefeunlle « -
sions acquisitions » & b banque
JP Morgan. Elle parie I'amabe, ke fran
cais ef I'a is, La jeune hanquiere
conmit b e Assad depuis tou-
jours. Le coup de fowdre, assez tandit
frappe sous les L s doeds de Fam-
hassadie de Syrie 3 Londres, koes dune
reveption Bachar er Asma one dix ans
décun, elle et sunnie, ses porents
sont onginaires e B oville, devenue
martyre, dHoms 1l est alaouite
branche minoritaire de |islam, La dit
ference de culie estioin &' Ere un détail
Reuimpone, ik s'aimen !

Elle cuisine pour son mari,
Se promene en jeans

et en cheveux, conduit
elle-méme sa voiture

Le fils dHatez al-Assad, qua avait
choii lophialmologie, spécialise « oi
ity a ke moins de sang » doit rentrer en
Sarie en 1994 apres la mon acoden-
tede de son e sine, dauphin désigne
par ke pore, le vieux Bon Assad que
g longTemps dune miin de fersur
le pens. P question pour Théntier de
lix chymasstie: Baw le parti nationalise
ultri-dominaes — de fisir son destin
Asmia rencl aloes sounerd visise & son
= bovfiiend », saenooee pour lui & une
annee & Hanard, Malgré Topposition
de < famille 3 lui, qui voit dun mau-

Mon mari était dictateu

our bes femmes de dictateurs, les

histoires damouwr fintssent mal.

£n général Ainsd, la Tunisienne
Leila Trabelsi Ben
Ali 55 s, o
sumommee & reine
de Carthage, a sulvl
le 14 jamder 2011 son
mari Zine el-Abidine
Ben A en exil Le
COupl Wt & Arabie .
saoudite, La Tunige a réclame en vain
son extradition. hugée par contumace
I 20 juin 2011, ell a &é condamnée 3
trente-cing ans de prison et 45 NE
o'amisdde powr déoursement de fonds
publics et malversations.

- au rais égyptien

vaus el oot fianoae oocdentalisee et
de condission contest: ST
rent discreterent en gnvier 2001
quelques mois apres Felection nonr
phale 197 % des voix) de Bachar a ln
présidence.

| e prenveres années du couple presis
denged sont des. Bachar dog ha-
tadiker pour sTmposer au sein du dan
AU POUVIE ASma se bagire pour s

Suzanne
Moubarak, /0 ars,
née d'un docteur
égyntien et dune
meve brtaneque,
manés depuis
cinquants deux ans

Hosni Moubar sk, 3 refusé de senfuir &
Loadres quand son mari a ¢ renversé
B2 11 féwrier 2011 1S se sont réfugiés
dars leur résidence secondare 3
Charm El Shek, station balnéaire sur la
mer Rouge. Accusée de cormuption ele
3 passé quelquas mols en peison, avant
détre Iibérée contre I'abandon de ses
biens & [Etal égyplien

£n soutenzat indéfectiblement sen épow, §
la figne rouge, passant du statul de Lady Di moyen-orientale 3 celui de suppét du tyran,

faieeaceepeer par une belle-Gumilke qui
veut ba réduire aoun e de potiche. Le
couple dmene encore plus soudé des
epreunes. Vamncueuss mais modestes.
les Assaxd vivent. sans ostentation, @
Malki. un quartier résidentiel de
DTS on e 3 tete
 font découviir, en toune
shmpllcieg, beur capltate & Brad Pt et
Angeling Joke. M™ Assad cuisine

15

Simone Gkagbo,
B2 ans, 3 été arélée
e mime temps que
son marl, Laureat,
dans kewr vila
fortise d'Abdgan
Facie en risidence
savelléa 3
Odiens, dans b
nord de la Cale dvoire, ele est
incufipée de o vl aggrave,
détournement de dersers publics,
conoussion, pillage i I'économe
naticaale x. Laurent Gbagbo est
Incarcérd 3 La Haye (Pays-Bas),
inculpé de crames cootre [humanité
par la Cour pénale intérnationae

2
=
v
3
F
i

ui continee de réprimer dans le sang la révolte syrienne, Asina ak-Assad a franchi

AP/ MHEL ML

porsonman s occupe desdesaisde
ses 3 enfanes, se promene en jeans of
en cheveux, conduit efle-méme savor
Iure en respectan des ke rouges, s
consacre a guelgues bonnes aenres
depuis son burcan @ fa banalité édi-
fimee, Prenant sa thche tés & oo
elle a parcoun toute ka Syrie, sans
reveher quil elie etale, pour micax éva-
lwer les besoms des babatants Er a

Safla Farkash 2
rencontré
Mouammar Kadhafi
11971 Elle état
wifrmiire dars
Thapital oii 4 venait
de se fale opérer
delspendicite. fis w'
S8 500t mariés a
méme année. Mére de sept enfants, o
ditqu'elle avait una inlluence
consikérable sur son mari, Elle est
réfugide en Algire avec sa file Aicha
et ses fls Mohamed et Hanmhal, et
détiend-ait 20 t dor. Elle 3 réclamé I3
disoulle de Movammar Kadhall,
abattu le20 octobre dermier (&
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BIO EXPR

W 11200t 1975 aisancea
Loenbres cihsoma o Aklsirs

W 1994 oo de s e pour Bachie
al-Assad

W10 juin 2000 : ot 1 Likezal
Assud, pesident ayvien

W10 juillet 2000 : cloction. avec

07 % desvoix de Bachar ad-Assad ala
pedsidence syrenne.

W Janvier 2001 : nurisse de Baclur
el Asm

W27 mai 2007 : reelection dAssal
avec 9762 % desvoix

W 14 juillet 2008 : lcs Assad som
vinés s Bstivites o 14 Juiller
Paris

W Mars 2011 prences
nnifesttions contre ke régrne.

fonde. dans la foukee. une ONG pour
amdiorer la conditon des femmes.
Encore e, dun grand timide,
Rachar ad-Assand. quii = disparitne
ks mwlliers o ses portrils qrii oo
symient ks murs de Damas ¢t des
grandes villes, davient e symbole
d'une Sarie senblant aboes en voie de
démocratisation. Four les Ocelden-
100X 1 et Ton A i presentable, es vite
accueill 3 bras ouverts

A I'étranger, elle accomplit
un parcours sans faute,

de Buckingham Palace
aux Champs-Elysées

Lar prsence, o ses ofs, dune char-
e epouse, oSt un exceplionnel
atout. A Tétranger. 1a « first lady « sy-
fienne. Sigamonr ef St oUVeste, ac0oim-
P parconrs sans Sase. En 2002,
pecsenite i b reine Flisebeth 11 8 Boe-
Kinghoum Palasce, elle réussit la réve-
rence de rigoeur Fn 2008, Pars, lors
alur cefide miliaine du 14 Juillet sur e
Champs-Ehsées ot des réeeptions qui
stifvent, ses tenuaes sobmes mais chics,
sit sdhovetic impeccable. song adne-
rées. Nicokas Sarkowy et rocu o Fa-
tomne de b méme année i Daomas
Elle est, encore une fois, sublime. En
décembire 2010, Jars de s visite offs
ciclle du président syrien en France, In
srdce et by culture de 500 éponse font
meneille. Asma est parfaie. Clade
Cucnt. ui fes g oot es, ne gk das-
Jewrs pas deloges sur ce couple si
slamowr et & modeme ! Chebdome-
e o« Puris-Match » comacre ph-
SICUMs PARRes X OUReRa, « deux
amonineun & Paris w5 deur « escapeacle
dans L plus momantque des capi-
tles », Toks mols phus tard en plooe

olution arabe, au tout debut d'une
COMIESEANON SYIENNE (Ut Va wie virer
antnrmassacres lin o Rose cu désernt s anles
honneurs de « Vogue » un long repor
tage Mustre de oliches intimes, amee
époux et hambinssouranes [ aniclea,
depus, dispans dusite du magazine
Asma akAssad ne veut-elle ienvoir?
Peut-clie vrsiment ignorer les nalliers
e morts, bes churs gui encerclent ke
Villes, bes tirs qui fauchent Jes vies ” Ses
clesmrens anms assurent gu'elie est var-
tuellement prsonmiere, Ironie crelle :
M al-Assad adore bes chanssares de
Christian Loaboatin, surtout les plus
peisdes, celles don les semelles sont. .
TOUge st

CATHERNE TARNTEW
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Sud-Ouest (France)

Abu Abdo,
desperado de
la révolution

Avec des moyens dérisoires,
Abu Abdo a mené la fronde contre
le régime de Bachar al-Assad dans
sa province. Réfugié avec sa famille
en Turquie, il raconte sa lutte

HEDI AOUIDJ
ANTAKYA (TURQUIE)

esyeux cernés, il fumecigarette

sur cigarette. Son visage

"animequand ilcommencele

récitdesalutte contre le régime de
Bachar al-Assad, qui dure depuis
bientotdixmois NoussommesaYa
dalagi,enTurquie,justeala frontére
syrienne. Au loin, on aperqoit le vik
lagede Kassab,en Syrie, célebre pour
sesrivages tres prisésdesArabesdu
Golfe avantla révolution....Cestla
qu'AbuAbdo, chef d'un regroupe-
mentde14villages du Djebel Ansa
rieh, région ﬁmmheredelaquuxe,
s'estrefugié. Clest lui qui aorganisé
le soulevement armeé, regroupe les
femmesetlesenfants pourlesmet
treensuretédans lescampsderefu-
giesenTurquie.Maismaintenant,il
est fatigue, n'a plus rien a perdre.
Surtout, il se sent trés seul.

95%decivils

«Quand lesincidentsontcommen-
céaDeraa [villeduSud,alafrontiére
jordaniennejet que lesenfantsont
etéarrétés par Atef Najib ([un cow
sin de Bachar], nous avons appris
qu'il avaitditaux famillesvenuesles
récupérer : “Sivous n'etes pas capa
bles de les éduquer,amenez-nous
vos femmes, nous allons fabriquer
une nouvelle génération.” » Pour

moi, c'était le debut de la révolte.
Nous nous sommes donc armeés
comme nous avons pu, avec quek
ques kalachnikov,des fusilsd'assaut
turcsetmémedevieilles pétoires da
tant du mandat frangais. Nous
avonsattaqué le centrede policede
Jist al- Chourour, pendant deux
jours et deux nuits, nous les avons
frappésfortaudebut, Cestpourcela
qu'ilsontorganisé lavisite des am+
bassadeurs étrangers pour leur
montrer de soi-disant fosses com-
munes pleines desoldats massacres
parlesterroristes.» [l rigoleetcont-
nue :« Nous sommes toujours en
mouvement,95% d’entre noussont
descivils, nous n'avons requ aucun
entrainement, aucune aide de qui
quecesoit.'arméeaprisdescoups,
alorselleacommenceé aenvoyerdes
renforts, encore etencore. » Ladis-
cussion s'interrompt. Le télephone
sonne,soncousin lappelledeisral-
Chourour pour luidirequ'il est tow
joursenvie.
Tout perdu
Cen'est pastrés prudent de cont-
nuer cette conversation dansce pe-
titvillage, ol tourne un gros 4 x 4
noir avec des plaques syriennes,
lequel sans doute se rouvent
desagentsdesservices derenseigne-
ments du régime. Mais Abu Abdo

HIER A ALEP, la tension est montée,
au lendemain d'undouble attentat
sanglant. Poumon économique du
pays, deuxiéme ville syrienne en ter-
mes de population, Alep était jus-
que-la relativement épargnée par
lacontestation contre le régime de
Bachar al-Assad, mais adonc été
frappée vendredipour la premiére
fois depuis e début de larévolte par
un double attentatquia fait

28 morts. Le pouvoir syriena impu-
té ces attagues a des « gangs temo-
ristes » qu'il accuse d'étre derriére
les violences ; l'opposition accusant
quanta elle le régime d'avoir perpé-
tré les attaques « pour détoumer
l'attention de ce qu'il fait aHoms ».
DANSLE CENTRE DU PAYS, le ré-
gime poursuivait hier son pilon-
nage sur Homs, Zabadani et Deraa,
ol deux personnes ont également
6té tuées, hier.

AbuAbdo: « Nwsavonscaptuédessnlperslranlens. N+ aouDs

ADAMAS, fait rarissime s'il est con-
fimé,un général de l'armée sy-
rienne aurait par ailleurs été abat-
tu, hier matin, par un « groupe
terroriste ».

AULIBAN, des heurts entre pro et
anti-Assad ont fait deux mortset
2] blessés hier a Tripoli.

SUR LE FRONT DIPLOMATIQUE, les
paysdela Liguearabe, quisere-
trouvent aujourd'hui auCaire,
pourraient créer un groupe des

« Amisde la Syrie » et la désigna-
tiond'un envoyé spécial dans

le pays.

Des membres du Conseil natio-
nal syrien (CNS), principale coali-
tionde l'opposition,ont en outre
assuré que certains pays du Golfe
étaient préts a reconnaitre le (NS
comme autorité légitime en Syrie.
LaLibyeestle seul pays al'avoir
fait pour l'instant.
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senmoque,il poursuitlerécitdeses
combats dans le bus qui nous con-
duitversAntakya, lacapitaledela
province du Hatay. En sortant du
bus, un homme barbu qui étaita
I'avants'approche, Cestaussiun Sy-
rien, il ditqu'il est préférable de ne
pas parler de ces chosesla en pu-
blic...

Mais Abu Abdo ne veut plus s'ar-
réter. Personne ne le fera taire, luiqui
n'apluspeur. Lui quiadéja toutper-
du:samaison,son métierdansle
batiment, seséconomies. Et puis,au
moins, ses deux femmes et leurs
huitenfantssontenstretedansles
camps.

Les vidéossurson portable

11 allume une éniéme cigarette :
« Nous avons attaqueé tous les cen-
tres de sécurité, les seuls qui ontré-
sisté sont les renseignements mili-
taires.Aprés cettederniere attaque,
noussommes partisen Turquie.Ce
n’estpas tout, NOUS avons aussicap-
turédessnipersiraniens,sixd'entre
eux, nous venons de lesremettre a
lagendarmerie turqueen échange
des femmes et des enfants prison-
niers, je nesaispassfilsonttenuleur
partdumarché.»

11 sort son téléphone et montre
une petitevidéo. Des cadavres,des
chairs éclatées gisentdans unevoi
ture, il énumere : « Abu Kasr, duvil-
lage deSili, Raed, son cousin,Abdal-
lah deAin alBaida, Nidal de Sahen.
Ils avaient entre 27 et32ans, ilsont
etétuésparl'armeéeaprésétrevenus
nousvoir,detrésbonsamis.Cestun
desmembresdesmoukhabaratqui
travaille pournousquilafilmeeily
aquelques jours et mel'aenvoyee.
Ils sontde plus en plus nombreux
dans son cas. Nous nous connais-
sonstousdansla région, nous som-
mescommeunefamille,ilsnepeu-
vent pasnousinfiltrer.»

Ces cigarettes, ce téléphone por-
table, ces vidéos, sa volonté sans
faille sont ses armes contre le ré-
gime. Etcela semble bien peu pour
arréter lamachine atuerde Bachar
alAssad.MaisAbuAbdon’en peut
plusde tourner en rond sansrien
faire. 1l espére une aide qui nevient
pas.Combien de temps pourra-til
attendre?
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Le Point (France)

El-Assad joue la

Résistance. Des membres de I'’Armée de libération syrienne prennent
la pose juchés sur des pick-up, le 24 janvier a Homs, réguliérement
pilonnée par les forces de Bachar el-Assad depuis des mois. Chaque
jour, des armes arrivent et de nouvelles recrues renforcent I'ALS.

.
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guerre civile

]
[}
=
e
o
@
=)
x

Syrie. Larépres-
sion s’intensifie,
larésistance tente
de s’organiser et
le pays s’enfonce
dans le chaos.

PAR MIREILLE DUTEIL (AVEC ROULA ZEIN)

achar el-Assad se trompe
d’époque. Etintensifielesbom-

bardementssursesopposants.
Unmassacre arépétition. En 1982,
son pere, le terrible Hafez el- Assad,
avait lancé ses forces spéciales a
I’assaut de Hama, cité rebelle tom-
bée aux mains des islamistes. 11
avait gagné vingt ans de paix. De-
puis, Hama — entre 10 ooo et
20000morts—estdevenueuneville
martyre dans I'imaginaire syrien.
Trente ans plus tard, Bachar el-
Assad croit qu’il peut, lui aussi,
materlacontestation. Il frappefort.
De plus en plus fort. Et fait bom-
barder sans reliche Homs, fief de
I'insurrection depuisdelongsmois.
Les morts s’y comptent par dizai-
nes, voire par centaines lors de
certaines offensives. Comme le
3 février au soir. «Il était autour de
minuit quand nous avons entendu les
premiers tirs de canon», raconte un
médecin interrogé par téléphone.
Les bombardements n’ont cessé
que peuavant]’aube. Unmassacre
a 'arme lourde. On a dénombré
265 mortscette nuit-la et plusieurs
centainesdeblessés,selonle Conseil
nationalsyrien (CNS), le principal
mouvement d’opposition. Se dé-
placer d’un quartier a I'autre est
toujours impossible sans prendre
desrisquesénormes, en particulier
a cause des snipers. Les blessés af-
fluent dans les dispensaires de
quartier, vite débordésetmanquant
detout.Ledimanche 5, Homs pleu-
rait encore 56 morts, plus de 6o
lundi, et 100 pour 'ensemble du
pays. Unelitanie morbide donton
ne voit paslafin.
Troisieme ville du pays, Homs,
au sud de Hama, est la pre- mmm
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mmm miere victime de |'entéte-
ment présidentiel et de lacommu-
nautéalaouite. Cité majoritairement
sunnite (quelque 65 % de la popu-
lationsyrienne),cesontlesquartiers
rebelles qui y sont bombardés. La
minoritéalaouiteetlafamille Assad
craignentlesreprésailleslejourou
le pouvoirchangerademains.Elles
sont prétesavendrecherementleur
téte. Homs en paie le prix.
SiBacharel-Assad, le président
al’airtimide, ose massacrersa po-
pulation, c’estqu’il sesentconforté
par le veto de la Russie et de la
Chine au Conseil de sécurité de
I'Onu.Larésolution présentée par
le Maroc et soutenue parles Occi-
dentaux avait pourtant été édul-
corée: elle ne demandait plus le
transfert du pouvoir au vice-preé-
sident, maisjustelafin desviolen-
ces.NiMoscouniPékin neveulent
— du moins pour le moment—du
départ de Bachar el-Assad. Pas
question de réitérer le coup de la
Libye.OnsesouvientquelesEtats-
Unis et la France avaient proposé
une résolution condamnant la
répressionde MouammarKadhafi,

Solidarité
arabe

LaTunisie a été le
premier pays arabe a
prendre une mesure
de rétorsion contre
la Syrie. Elle a décidé
de ne plus reconnai-
trele régime de Ba-
charel-Assad et a ex-
pulsé 'ambassadeur
de Syrie,demandant
atousles pays ara-
bes de I'imiter. Il faut
«placer les principes
de justice au-dessus

de toute autre consi-
dération »,a affirmé
le Premier minis-
tre, Hamadi Jebali,
du parti islamiste
Ennahda. Une déci-
sion jugée «preécipi
tée» par l'opposition
et des syndicats.J.S.

etI’histoires’estterminée parune
intervention militaire et la chute
du colonel libyen. Pour Vladimir
Poutine comme pour le Premier
ministrechinois, le principeméme
del'ingérenceoccidentaleestinac-
ceptable. Un principe qui, pour
Moscou au moins, n’est pas tota-
lement désintéressé. La Syrie est
son seul allié stratégique au
Proche-Orient, elle lui assure une
base navale poursaflotte aTartous
et achete 7% des exportations
russes d’armement. « La guerre
froideest pourtantfinie »,asouligné,
lundi, le président turc Abdullah
Giil, estimant quelasituationévo-
luait «verslepire scénario possible »
pour la Syrie. En signe de protes-
tation et face a I'insécurité crois-
sante a Damas, les Etats-Unis ont
ferméleurambassade. La Grande-
Bretagne et la France ont rappelé
leurs ambassadeurs.

Bachar el-Assad n'en a cure. Le
6 février al’aube, des centaines de
blindés ont prisd’assautZabadani,
jolie ville de 30 ooo habitants en
temps de paix qui abrite des rési-
dences d’été deriches habitantsdu

Golfe. Ces derniéres semaines, de-
vantlamultiplicationdes pillages,
les grandes villas se sont vidées. I1
ne reste plus que 7 0oo personnes
a Zabadani, les plus modestes. Ce
sontelles qui, lundi matin, ont es-
suyélesbombardements deschars.
Parallélement, d’autres blindés
entraient dans Daraya. Plus tard
dans la matinée, la télévision offi-
cielleannongait que 'arméeavait
terminéson travail et «nettoyé»la
région de Zabadani et l'est de la
Ghouta, cette ceinture de vergers
qui enserre Damas. Aucun chiffre
de victimes n’était donné par la
télévision aux ordres, qui montre
cependant les funérailles des offi-
ciers de I'armée. Un nettoyage
aseptisé. Terrible.

Plllage. I y a deux mois encore,
le centre de Damas et les quartiers
résidentiels habités par la bour-
geoisie alaouite, sunnite ou chré-
tienne favorable au régime sem-
blaientvivre dansune bulle. C’est
terminé. L'insécurité est générale,
desbandes pillent etvolent,'Etat
est partout défaillant. Les Damas- %
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cenes se terrent des le coucher du soleil, y compris
sur le mont Qassioum, qui surplombe la capitale et
abrite le palais-forteresse présidentiel.

Des manifestations, encore peu importantes, se
multiplient dans Damas méme. Les insurgés sont
souvent protégés par des membres de 'Armée de
libérationsyrienne (ALS)etsedispersent rapidement
des que les forces de sécurité interviennent. C'était
latactique utilisée aHoms ouaHamaily a plusieurs
mois, avant que des foules énormes ne descendent
danslarue pourenterrerleursmorts,hommes, fem-
mes et enfants.

Combien sont-ils, ces déserteurs syriens qui ten-
tent de faire tomber le régime? Ils affirment étre
40 ooo et disposer de 37 bataillons. C’est probable-
ment exagéré. Voila plus de six mois que des petits
groupes de 10 a 30 soldats, voire moins, font défec-
tion. Souventparcequ'ilsrefusentde tirersurlafoule
descivils,commel’exigentleurssupérieurs. Nombre
d’entre eux ont été abattus sur place par leurs offi-
ciers, des Alaouites. Des informations
américainesestimentquel’ALSestpré-  ’armée rebelle,
sente dans la moiti€ des quatorze pro-  conetituée de
vinces du pays. Dans les villages, les tits
déserteurs ont souvent été rejoints par PELILs groupes
des civils. Qu'un opposantsoit fait pri-  alfonomessans
sonnieretsafamilleseraarrétéeetsou-  stratégie com-
vent torturée. Des jeunes préferent re- ’
joindrel’ALS.IIsconstituenIt)desgroupes I!llllle, e I,JE de
d’autodéfense et assurent la sécurité |I_€!IS avec_l_omo'
des civils lors des manifestations. sition politique,

Lorsdelacréationdel’Arméesyrienne  yéticente ala
libre, le plusdifficile a été de trouverdes  irit~ricati
armes. Certains militairesont pu déser- militarisation.
ter avec les leurs; d’autres en ont récu-
pérélorsdesaffrontementsavec 'armée; du matériel
militairearrive clandestinementdu Liban,d’Trak (out
les sunnites soutiennent les opposants syriens), de
Jordanie et peut-étre de Turquie, en dépit des démen-
tis officiels. Le QG de I'ALS est d’ailleurs a Hatay (ex-
Antioche), a la frontiere turco-syrienne. Désormais,
les déserteurs disposent de mitrailleuses, de lance-
roquettes... [lestvraiquelesvoisinslibanais etirakien
nesont pasacourt de matériels. Pourl'instant encore,
’ALS joue au chat et a la souris avec les forces de sé-
curité syriennes, montant des embuscades, sinstal-
lantdansdesvillages(y compris pres de Damas) pen-
dant quelques heures ou quelques jours. De plus en
plus,les accrochages avec I'armée réguliere sont vio-
lents,comme ce futle casdanslavieilleville de Barzé,
banlieue populaire de Damas, il y a trois semaines.

En cedébut2o12,’'arméerebelle n'est constituée
que de petits groupes autonomes, sans stratégie
communeniliensavecl'opposition politique. Celle-
ci est réticente a la militarisation de I'insurrection.
Pour deux raisons: elle semble sans issue compte
tenudurapport de forces et permet au pouvoir d’af-
firmer qu'ilcombat des « terroristesen armes ». Bachar
el-Assad sait qu'enbombardantsescitoyensil mene
son pays tout droit a la guerre civile s
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Marianne (France)

Syrie . Impunitép

Bachar al-Assad
continue a massacrer
son peuple, malgré

les condamnations
occidentales. Le maitre
de Damas bénéficie

du soutien de Moscou,
Téhéran et Pékin,

qui veulent garder

la main sur ce pays

au cceur d'une sphere
géopolitique explosive.

arce que les mots des révolu-
tions arabes sont partout les
mémes, hurriya, karama, chahid, -
«liberté », « dignité », « martyr» -
on oublie que leur clameur jaillit
sur des terres dont les destins ne
se ressemblent pas. C’est ainsi
qu’observant Tunis, Le Caire, Tripoli et
aujourd’hui Damas, nous affichons le
méme appétit pour I'amalgame que les
despotes, naguere, pour la fictive « unité
arabe ». La clé des 6 000 meurtres commis a
ce jour par Bachar al-Assad n’est pas cachée
dans les précédents épisodes du grand
soulévement qui a déferlé sur le Maghreb
et le Proche-Orient. Certes, les raisons de
I'insurrection - la paupérisation, la détes-
tation du clan au pouvoir et de sa corrup-
tion - et la jeunesse des révolutionnaires
se ressemblent. En revanche, les raisons
de la répression sanglante sont iné-
dites. Typiquement syriennes. Mais pas
seulement syriennes : car qui dit Syrie a
toujours dit plus loin que la Syrie.

Etre au centre de la région

Telles furent la loi et la volonté de puis-
sance de la dynastie au pouvoir depuis qua-
rante ans : assurer le gouvernorat casqué

e

Selon I'’Armée syrienne libre, Téhéran fournit des pasdarans pour mater |'insurrection avec les mémes méthodes

de la région. Il fallait donc maitriser son
ordre fragile, fiitce au prix d'un désordre
agile tissé d’attentats et de déstabilisations.
11 fallait restituer a Damas, jadis cceur his-
torique de I'Empire arabe omeyyade, son
statut impérial. En s’appuyant sur ce natio-
nalsocialisme arabe, le baasisme, dont ni la
détestation de I'islamisme, ni la protection
savamment instrumentalisée de la mino-
rité chrétienne (10 % du pays) ne peuvent
cacher la nature fasciste. Il vrai que le baa-
sisme syrien jouait sur du velours de sang
face aux dictatures religieuses sunnites du
Golfe, Arabie saoudite en téte. Laquelle s’est
transformée, pour faire tomber Bachar, en
sceur samaritaine de la démocratie !

Ici, la guerre régionale n’est jamais
loin. C’est au prisme de cette lumiére
noire que vacille le malheureux destin du
Liban toujours otage, via le Hezbollah, du

3ol %

régime de Bachar, malgré le retrait syrien
du pays du Cédre en 2005. C'est dans la
réverbération de 'ambition baasiste (étre
au centre et non a la périphérie de la
région) que s’éclaire le lien fusionnel du
régime syrien laic avec les mollahs de la
République islamique d’Iran. Bien sir, le
clan Assad, minoritaire dans son pays sun-
nite, est alaouite - une lointaine excrois-
sance du chiisme -, mais c’est essentielle-
ment pour consolider son pouvoir grace
au parrainage de Téhéran qu’il a joué sur
la vague parenté confessionnelle.

Quand les Syriens sont dans la rue
pour réclamer la chute du régime, leur
tyran les fait donc abattre avec d’autant
plus de sang-froid qu'il sait son fauteuil
de despote au centre d’'une galaxie géo-
politique explosive : le conflit entre sun-
nites et chiites sans cesse réactivé par
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our le boucher

Riyad et Téhéran, la partie de bras de fer
entre I'I[ran nucléaire et I’Amérique, la
poudriére israélo-arabe avec le Hezbollah
au Sud-Liban.

L'achat des soutiens

Certain que si son pouvoir explose, tout
explose ailleurs, Bachar continue a tuer.
Méme au moment ou il assure qu’il
« [fera] cesser toutes les violences, d'otl qu'elles
viennent » au chef de la diplomatie russe,
Serguei Lavrov, accueilli en héros a Damas
le 7 février, apres le veto russe et chinois
a la résolution de 'ONU condamnant la
répression. L'entretien se déroule sous les
dorures et le nacre du palais de la prési-
dence, au sommet du mont Qassioun, qui
signifie - ca nes'invente pas - «montdela
cruauté » -, mais pendant qu’on porte des

&
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toasts les forces du régime bombardent
Homs ! L’'Unicef sonne le tocsin pour les
400 enfants syriens « arrétés, torturés et abu-
sés sexuellement ».

Tout espoir agonise. Les lendemains
révolutionnaires ne chanteront pas. Car
I'horreur décrétée par le régime Assad a
totalement marginalisé les
opposants favorables a une
solution négociée. Elle a fait
émerger I’Armée syrienne
libre, dont les porte-parole
a I'étranger, via le Conseil
national syrien, ne sont pas
hostiles a une intervention
occidentale. Balayée, la posi-
tion de Michel Kilo, oppo-
sant historique a Bachar,
pour qui « une intervention
extérieure serait la destruc-
tion du pays » ! Noir effet de
miroir régional encore :
Bachar est voisin de Bag-
dad, nagueére aux mains de
I'autre branche du baasisme,
celle de Saddam Hussein,
puis ravagée par la guerre
américaine qui a rouvert
I'atroce boite de Pandore
des haines confessionnelles.
Le maitre de Damas gouverne depuis 2003
en lisiere du chaos irakien. Or, Bagdad est
aujourd’hui gouvernée par un régime
chiite pro-iranien : encore une carte alliée
et une raison supplémentaire d’éliminer
les révolutionnaires.

Moscou se rend aux raisons de I'ami
bourreau : pas question de sacrifier sa base
navale de Tartous, ni les contrats d’arme-
ment qui lient la Russie a la Syrie. Des
contrats qui assurent la vie huppée des
hauts dignitaires du complexe militaro-

la révolution syrienne, subit

H aujourd’hui sous le regard

du monde - sans journalistes, mais
avec le témoignage de vidéos -

le méme martyre qu'Hama en 1982,
détruite par Hafez al-Assad dans un
huis clos intégral. On relevait 8 Homs
250 morts entre le 5 et le 6 février,

oms, la ville ol est née

Moscou se rend
aux raisons

de I'ami
bourreau :

pas question
de sacrifier

sa base navale
de Tartous,

ni les contrats
d’armement
qui lient

les deux pays.

industriel. Moscou est ainsi I'autre grand
parrain d’Assad, avec désormais Pékin et,
comme toujours, Téhéran qui, selon I'Ar-
mée syrienne libre, lui fournit des hommes
de main. Des pasdarans, des gardiens de la
révolution iranienne, envoyés pour mater
I'insurrection avec les mémes méthodes
que celles utilisées en Iran,
de juin a décembre 2009,
contre les millions de
manifestants pacifiques du
mouvement contre 1’élec-
tion truquée de Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad.

Toutefois, ce sont des
bataillons syriens fideles
au régime qui tirent mas-
sivement sur la foule. C’est
I’énorme réseau des ser-
vices de renseignements
qui dénonce, arréte, incar-
cere, torture, viole. La dicta-
ture, c’est leur gagne-pain.
L'achat des soutiens et le
clientélisme ont assuré
jusqu’ici la pérennité
du clan Assad, comme
le montre la journaliste
et politologue Caroline
Donati dans une volumi-
neuse enquéte, I'Exception syrienne (édi-
tions La Découverte), réalisée avant la
révolution. Elle y explorait des pistes
annonciatrices du séisme : la frustration
de la jeunesse qui constitue démographi-
quement la moitié de la Syrie, la margi-
nalisation économique du plus grand
nombre, la revendication islamiste.
La révolution a jailli de ces fractures.

Mais, a I'inverse des dictateurs balayés
par la tempéte de la liberté, Bachar al-
Assad n’est pas seul. Il tue accompagné. ®

50 morts sous les bombardements
dans la seule matinée du 8 février,
au lendemain des fausses promesses
de Bachar. Omar Shaker, un habitant
joint par I'AFP, racontait I'asphyxie :
« Toutes les infrastructures sont
détruites, les réservoirs d'eau
comme les poteaux électriques.

La nourriture se fait rare... » ®

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 11 & dimanche 12 février 2012, #50, p. 15 / Saturday & Sunday, February 12, 2012, #50, p. 15

Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Viele Tote nach Explosionen in Aleppo

Syrische Regierung: Terroranschlége / Opposition: Schwarzes Theater des Regimes / Viele Tote in Homs

cheh. FRANKFURT, 10. Februar. In der
syrischen Stadt Aleppo sind am Freitag
bei Bombenexplosionen nach Regimean-
gaben Dutzende Personen getdtet worden.
Die staatliche Nachrichtenagentur Sana
berichtete, bei zwei ,Terroranschlagen*
auf ein Gebiude des Militargeheimdiens-
tes und eines der Sicherheitskrifte seien
25 Menschen getotet und 175 weitere ver-
letzt worden. Die Staatsmedien zeigten Bil-
der verkohiter Leichname und von Auf-
ridumarbeiten. Ein Sprecher der , Freien Sy-
rischen Armee*, die sich Giberwiegend aus
Deserteuren zusammensetzt, beschuldigte
das Regime in Damaskus, die Anschlige
inszeniert zu haben. Das sei ,ein altes
Spiel“, um von den Massakern abzulen-
ken, welche die Sicherheitskrafte an der Zi-
vilbevélkerung veriibten. Oppositionsakti-
visten sprachen von einem ,weiteren
schwarzen Theaterstiick des Regimes®,
das die Niederschlagung der Proteste als
Kampf gegen _Terroristen* bezeichnet.
Solche gegenseitigen Vorwirfe hatte es
auch nach Bombenexplosionen in Damas-
kus im Januar und im Dezember gegeben.

In Aleppo war es in der Vergangenheit
vergleichsweise ruhig geblieben, es war
die letzte GroBstadt, in der Proteste aus-
brachen. Das mehrheitlich konservative
Biirgertum von Aleppo verhalt sich in
dem Konflikt bisher zumindest neutral,
viele der sunnitischen Kaufleute der
Stadt sind unter der Assad-Herrschaft zu
Wohistand gelangt. Die Opposition hatte
zuneven Demonstrationen nach den Frei-
tagsgebeten aufgerufen.

In der Stadt Homs, die derzeit das Zen-
trum des Aufstands gegen das Assad-Re-
gime ist, setzte die Armee die Belagerung
mit unverminderter Harte fort. Unter-
stiitzt von Panzern, riickten Soldaten in
den Stadteil Inshaat ein. Vor allem die
Viertel, in denen das Regime die Zentren
des Widerstands vermutet, werden seit ei-
ner Woche mit schwerem Artilleriebe-
schuss belegt. So berichten Augenzeu-
gen, dass auf den Stadtteil Bab Amr tag-
lich fast ohne Unterbrechung Granaten
niedergingen. Seit vergangenem Samstag
sollen in Homs nach Angaben von Akti-
visten 400 Menschen getdtet worden sein.
Allein am Freitagmorgen war von mehr

als 100 Toten in den vergangenen 24 Stun-
den die Rede. Solche Berichte lassen sich
nicht Giberpriifen. Die Menschenrechtsor-
ganisation ,Human Rights Watch* hatte
unter Berufung auf Angaben aus der
Stadt von Opferzahlen in dhnlicher Gra-
Benordnung berichtet.

Nach Fernsehberichten aus Homs
firchtet die Bevdlkerung schon seit Ta-
gen eine groBangelegte Bodenoffensive
und neuve Verhaftungswellen. Demnach
sind die Kampfer der .Freien Syrischen
Armee* schlecht ausgeriistet. Die Deser-
teure brichten ihre Waffen mit oder miiss-
ten sich auf dem Schwarzmarkt welche
kaufen. Ein Offizier der Aufstandischen
sagte unldngst der Zeitung ,.Al Sharq al
Awsat“, die Kampfer wiirden Kleinwaf-
fen wie Sturmgewehre oder Panzerfiuste
bei Shahiba-Milizen kaufen. Andere
Kampfer machen diese kriminellen Ban-
den fiir den Beschuss von Homs verant-

Homs untgr Beschuss

& BabHoud -
Homs Zentrum ,,I'\,
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wortlich. Sie seien vom Regime angeheu-
ert worden, sagte ein Kampfer in Homs ei-
ner Reporterin des Senders Al Dschazira.

Vor diesem Hintergrund erscheinen
auch die Berichte plausibel, nach denen
bei Beratungen des Fihrungsstabes des
oppositionellen Syrischen Nationalrats
in Qatar auch tiber Waffenlieferungen an

Hochburgen des Widerstands,
Zeitgeschehen, Seite 10

Deserteure diskutiert werde. Im Libyen-
Konflikt hatte die Fishrung des Golfemi-
rats die Rebellen mit Waffen versorgt. Ak-
tivisten fordern auch Hilfslieferungen aus
der Luft, vor allem medizinische Giiter
und Babynahrung. Die medizinische Ver-
sorgung der Zivilbevolkerung wird nach
Angaben von ,Human Rights Watch*

B schwere Angrife
der Regierungs-
truppen
Widerstand, Kimpfe

iegend
Alawitische
| Stadtteile

[@fiwal-Zeitun — Stadtteilgrenze

vom Regime unterbunden. Demnach wer-
den Hunderte Verletzte in notdirftig in
Privathdusern eingerichteten Unter-
grundkliniken* behandelt.

Obama: Gewalt Assads abstoBend

riibJjohe. WASHINGTON/BERLIN,
10. Februar. Prasident Obama hat seine
Forderung nach einem sofortigen Riick-
tritt des syrischen Prisidenten Baschar al
Assad bekraftigt. Eine Regierung, die ihr
eigenes Volk angreife, misse umgehend
ersetzt werden, sagte er am Donnerstag
in Washington. Er bezeichnete die Ge-
walt in Syrien als ,schockierend“ und ,.ab-
stoflend”. In Washington mehren sich die
Forderungen nach Waffenlieferungen an
die syrische Opposition. Der frithere repu-
blikanische Prasidentschaftskandidat
John McCain fordert ein Eingreifen, will
aber keine Truppen entsenden.

In Berlin forderten am Freitag Vertre-
ter der syrischen Exilopposition die Bun-
desregierung auf, die diplomatischen Be-
ziehungen zu Syrien abzubrechen. Der sy-
rische Botschafter misse ausgewiesen
werden, sagte Ferhad Ahma vom Syri-
schen Nationalrat. Hozan Ibrahim, Mit-
glied des Generalsekretariats des SNC,
forderte Deutschland und die EU auf, den
Nationalrat als legitime Vertretung des sy-
rischen Volkes anzuerkennen. Er verlang-
te ferner scharfere politische und wirt-
schaftliche Sanktionen gegen das Assad-
Regime. Die Nationalratsvertreter appel-
lierten an die Bundesregierung, humani-
tare Hilfe in Syrien zu leisten. Eine militd-
rische Intervention lehnten sie ab.

Die Schweiz gab unterdessen trotz Sank-
tionen gegen das syrische Regime drei Mil-
lionen Euro for Hafez Machluf frei, der
den méchtigsten Geheimdienst in Syrien
leitet. Seine Familie ist mit dem Assad-
Clan verschwagert, sein Bruder Rami
Machluf ist der reichste Syrer; Fachleute
schitzen, dass er 60 Prozent der syrischen
Wirtschaft beeinflusst oder gar kontrol-
liert. Rami Machluf beschaffte dem As-
sad-Regime stets das Geld, das es for das
Uberleben benétigt. Es handele sich um ei-
nen Ausnahmefall, zu dem man nicht im
einzelnen Stellung nehme, sagte eine Spre-
cherin deszustandigen Schweizer Staatsse-
kretariats for Wirtschaft in Bern am Frei-
tag der Deutschen Presse-Agentur.



m 15. Méarz 2011 entfachten Ju-
A gendliche in der staubigen Stadt

Daraa arglos die tiefgreifendste
Revolution in der Geschichte Syriens seit
500 Jahren. Sie sprayten gegen die Kor-
ruption, gegen die Geheimdienste und ge-
gen die Armut an. Sie wurden verhaftet
und gefoltert. Als die Eltern nach ihren
Kindern fragten, wies sie der Chef des Ge-
heimdienstes, ein Cousin des Présiden-
ten Baschar al-Assad, briisk zuriick. So
demonstrierten sie am néchsten Tag,
eher schiichtern. Sie sagten kein Wort ge-
gen den Prisidenten. Er aber, ein Gefan-
gener seines Systems, lief auf sie schie-
Ben. Er hatte von seinem Vater gelernt:
Sobald Menschen ihre Stimme erheben,
bedarf es einer harten Lektion. Das hatte
dieser Vater 1982 in Hama praktiziert.
Nach einem Massaker, bei dem mehr als
20 000 unschuldige Menschen den Tod
fanden, herrschte Friedhofsruhe. Der
Sohn aber hat Pech. Die Zeiten haben
sich gedandert.

Baschar al-Assad liigt, wenn er Refor-
men verspricht, er muss liigen. Die erste
ernst zu nehmende Reform wire die Auf-
16sung der fiinfzehn Geheimdienste, die
gegen das eigene Volk arbeiten. Das aber
wiirde ihm das Genick brechen. Wiirde
er die Panzer und Scharfschiitzen aus
den Stddten abziehen, sie wiren bald
von den Revolutionidren befreit.

Ich schreibe einen Artikel in der syri-
schen Oppositionszeitung Safahat Surije

Stiddeutsche Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)
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Assad wird stiurzen -

was dann?

Unglaubliches passiert in Syrien. Doch die Gefahr ist groB,
dass die gewonnene Freiheit in neuem Blut ertrinkt

Von Rafik Schami

(Syrische Blitter). Gegen den Geist der
Rache, fiir den Mut, auch den Gegnern
die Hand zu reichen. Ich schreibe aus Sor-
ge um die alawitische Minderheit, die
seit Jahrtausenden verfolgt wurde und
Syrien nun seit vierzig Jahren be-
herrscht. Fundamentalisten rufen zur Ra-
che auf. Die aufgeklirten Oppositionel-
len miissen dagegen ankdmpfen. Das Re-
gime ist die Pest, der konfessionelle Biir-
gerkrieg die Cholera.

Unglaubliches ist passiert — dabei sah
es so diister aus. Die Herrscher hatten die
absolute Macht, der Westen war damit
einverstanden. Die arabischen Menschen
suchten ihr Heil im Konsum. Die Intellek-
tuellen waren tot, im Gefingnis oder im
Exil, die Opposition gebrochen. Und
nun? Assad wird stiirzen! Das Volk kann
nicht mehr zuriick.

Was dann? Zwolf Jahre Nazidiktatur
zeigen in Deutschland heute noch Fol-
gen. Syrien wird seit vierzig Jahren dikta-
torisch deformiert. Wie werden die Men-
schen darauf reagieren, plétzlich frei zu
sein? Immerhin werden sich die Syrer
selbst befreit haben. Doch was kommt
nach dem Sturz des Regimes? Biirger-
krieg? Provisorische Einheitsregierung?
Ein blutiger Putsch? Ubernehmen die
Fundamentalisten die Macht?

Vor den Fundamentalisten muss man
keine Angst haben. Mégen sie auch im
Moment stark erscheinen, ein Programm
zur Losung der syrischen Probleme ha-
ben sie nicht. Mit der Scharia lasst sich
das Land nicht regieren: 40 Prozent der
Bevoélkerung sind Nicht-Sunniten. M6gli-
cherweise werden Putsch und Biirger-
krieg die Freiheit in einer Blutlache er-

tranken. Der Westen muss die zivile de-
mokratische Opposition unterstiitzen,
wie er es in Osteuropa meisterlich getan
hat. Nur dies kann die Fundamentalisten
und den Biirgerkrieg verhindern.

Ist es nicht erstaunlich, dass Regime,
die mit dem Slogan ,,Religion ist das Opi-
um des Volkes* auftraten, selbst ein reli-
gions-dhnliches System aufbauten?
Auch die Assads glaubten den von den
Geheimdiensten bestellten Ausrufern,
die ihnen zujubelten. Sie glaubten an ih-
re gottliche Genialitit. Dagegen der
Esel: Selbst wenn man ihm tausendmal
sagt, du bist ein Lowe, er glaubt es nicht.
Esel sind nicht so dumm, wie wir denken.

Mehr als 80 000 Menschen sind seit je-
nem Mirz verschwunden. Sie sollen in
FuBballstadien, Kasernen und neuer-
dings auch auf Schiffen vor der Kiiste ge-
fangen gehalten werden. Ich fiirchte, vie-
le von ihnen sind tot. Es ist nur eine Fra-
ge der Zeit, wann diese Graueltaten auf-
gedeckt werden. Die Syrer zahlen auf ei-
nen Schlag, was Agypter, Jemeniten und
Tunesier in Raten zahlen.

Der Westen kritisiert Assad — und lie-
fert ihm durch die Hintertiir Software
der Firma ,,Blue Coat“, mit der die einzi-
ge wirksame Waffe der syrischen Opposi-
tion, das Internet, zunichte gemacht
wird. Der syrische Geheimdienst kann
nun in kompletten Regionen den Zugang
zum Internet unterbinden und die Kom-

munikation der Oppositionellen unter-
wandern und stéren, dank amerikani-
scher Hilfe.

Ein Streit mit einem paléstinensi-
schen Freund fiithrt nach 25 Jahren zum
Bruch der Freundschaft. Fiir ihn ist das
syrische Regime die letzte Hochburg des
arabischen Nationalismus. Ich zéhle ihm
die Untaten des Regimes gegen die von
ihm geliebte Nation auf. Der Mann erhob
sich am Ende beleidigt und ging. Ein
néchtliches Telefonat mit einem syri-
schen Intellektuellen. Er zeigt Angst vor
der Leere, davor, dass seine MaBstibe
nicht mehr gelten. Es redet ein enttausch-
ter Mensch, der glaubte, die Intellektuel-
len fiihrten das Volk. Nun erlebt er, wie
Jugendliche, Frauen und Minner, die
nicht ein Tausendstel seines Wissens be-
sitzen, ihn zum verwirrten Kommentator
degradieren.

Die Werke des
syrischstdmmi-
gen Schriftstel-
lers Rafik Scha-
mi, 65, verbinden
orientalische und
westliche Erzdhl-
traditionen. Er
kritisierte seit
Jahren die arabi-
schen Diktatu-
ren. Foto:dpa

Die Syrer haben die schwierigste Nuss
zu knacken. Viele Machtzentren sind mit
dem Regime in Damaskus vernetzt und
verstrickt: Israel, Iran, die Hisbollah, der
Irak, die Tiirkei, die Russen, die Saudis.
Die Kurden streben, zu Recht, nach Auto-
nomie. All das gerat in Bewegung, sobald
Assad stiirzt. Ich beneide meinen Freund
Burhan Ghalioun nicht um seine Rolle
als Vorsitzender des Nationalrats, als
moglicher Prisident einer Ubergangsre-
gierung. Ubergangsregierungen werden
undankbar verjagt, sobald sich die Biir-
ger sicher fithlen.

Die Arabische Liga ist ein Verein der
Diktatoren; von dort ausgesuchte Beob-
achter kénnen nicht viel besser sein als
dieser Verein. Trotzdem war ihr Eintref-
fen in Syrien ein Sieg fiir die Opposition:
Zum ersten Mal musste das Regime zuge-
ben, dass der Widerstand nicht zu bre-
chen ist, nicht mit Soldaten, Geheim-
diensten, Todesschwadronen. Dies ist
mehr, als die UN samt ihrem Generalse-
kretar, Sicherheitsrat und ihrer Men-
schenrechtskommission bewirkt haben,
mehr, als die EU bewirkt hat.

Ich bin jetzt Mitglied des , Verbands
Syrischer Autoren. Dort sind neben Op-
positionellen auch Autoren vertreten,
die bis vor kurzem noch brave Regimean-
hénger waren. Erst stieB mich der Gedan-
ke ab, mit ihnen auf einer Liste zu ste-
hen. Aber wir miissen lernen zu verzei-
hen. Sonst sind wir verloren.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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Der Standard (Autriche / Austria)

Im Ring um Damaskus tobt der Aufstand

Die Geschichten der verwundeten Soldaten
im Tishrin-Militéirspital in Damaksus
zeigen, wie nah an der Hauptstadt die
Truppen von Prisident Assad und die

bewaffneten Oppositionellen kimpfen.

Astrid Frefel aus Damaskus

Ein Team des staatlichen TV-Sen-

Akhbariya filmt vor der
Omayvaden-Moschee im Herzen
der Altstadt von Damaskus - ein
Zeichen dafiir, dass das Regime
dieses Freitagsgebet fi h bean-
sprucht. Und tatsachlich begin-
nen bald Jugendliche, Pro-Assad-
Parolen zu skandieren und russi-
sche Flaggen zu schwingen.

Die Opposition hat hingegen fiir
Freitag zu Kundgebungen unter
dem Motto .Russland totet unsere
Kinder" uufgnrufvu. Auch vor die-
sem Wahrzeichen der Stadt hatte
es anfangs Proteste gegen den Pra-
sidenten gegeben, aber das Re-
gime hat reagiert und schickt seit-
her die eigenen Leute her.

Spontane Kundgebungen

Das nahe gelegene Midan-Vier-
tel siidwestlich der Alstadt bleibe
dagegen ein . Hotspot* der Oppo-
sition, erklart Salem, der auf der
zentralen MarktstraBbe ein Ge-
schaft fiihrt. Meist kommt es frei-
tags zu kleinen Demonstrationen
gegen Basharal-Assad, und die La-
den machen schnell dicht. Diese
Aliegenden  Demonstrationen®,
wie sie die Einheimischen nen-
nen, losen sich stets nach nur we-
nigen Minuten wieder auf. Oft do-
kumentieren die Teilnehmer die
Aktion mit Handykameras und

Die dreiein-
halbjihrige
Naghmeh ist
die jlingste
Patientin i
Tishrin-Militir-
krankenhaus.
Sie wurde an-
geschossen, als
sie mit ihrer
Grobmutter auf
der Strabe war.
Folo: Astrid Frofol

zwischen in vielen Stadtvierteln
der Hauptstadt zu beobachten.
Am nordlichen Stadtrand, in
Barzeh, gingen zuletzt sogar Schii-
ler gegen die Bombardierung der
Stadt Homs auf die
Strale - diese soll es
laut staatlichen Me-
dien gar nicht gegeben haben.
Nur wenige Kilometer weiter, in
mehreren Orten des Hauptstadt-
bezirks, gibt es hingegen regelmi-
fig bewaffnete Auseinanderset-
zungen. Davon zeugen die ver-
wundeten Soldaten und Offiziere,

stellen Videos ins Internet. die im Tishrin-Militarkranken-
«Niemand wei, wann die Ver-  haus behandelt werden. Vor weni-
sammlungen stattfinden, sonst gen Tagen wurden hier 13 Tote -
wiiren auch die allwissenden ein Major, ein Leutnant sowie
Sicherheitskrifte  infor- elf Soldaten der reguliren
miert”, sagt Snlvl;). I)n der SCHWERPUNKT: .-\nn;\n - al.l Iiirl‘t_\'mr'
Umgebung sei deshalb . geehrt beerdigt.
bis jetzt auch noch nie Kelll Ende Die jiingste Pal?ieu-

geschossen worden.
Solche Spontan-
kundgebungen sind in-

der Gewalt
in Svrien

tin ist die dreieinhalb-
jihrige Naghmeh. Sie
wurde vor einer Wo-

REPORTAGE

che im Vorort Arbeen angeschos-
sen, als sie mit ihrer GroBmutter
auf der Strafle unterwegs war. Die
Frau ist noch immer geschockt
und wiinschtsich nur, ¢ vrien
wieder das sichere
Land werde, das es
einmal war.
Ein Stockwerk hoher liegt der 20-
jahrige Hamid, der in Rastan an-
geschossen wurde; er wird nie
mehr gehen konnen. ,Welche
Siinde hat er denn begangen?”,
fragt der Vater verzweifelt. Hamid
ist einfacher Soldat, derseinen 18-
monatigen Pflichtdienst ableistet.
Er erzihlt seine Geschichte mi
ihnlichen Worten wie der 25
rige Geheimdienstagent Majed,
der mit zwei Messerstichen in die
Brust verletzt wurde. ,Wir waren
auf dem Weg zu einem Job, ¢
passierte.” Soll heifen: Die Armee
schickt ihre Truppen los, sobald
sie Informationen iiber Stellungen
der oppositionellen Freien Syri-

schen Armee hat. Thre Mitglieder
werden von den Soldaten nur als
«Terroristen” oder ,Al-Kaida® be-
zeichnet. Schuld an der Gewalt sei
eine Verschworung gegen ¢

Oberst Khazzan nennt auc
ziale Griinde und die .Manipula-
tionen von Al-Jazeera®, wie das
fabrizierte Massaker von Homs".
Der 48-Jihrige hat eine Schuss-
wunde, ein Teil der Lunge mu
te entfernt werden iseit Ma
schon zum dritten Mal angeschos-
sen worden, zuletzt in Rastan.
Dort herrsche Chaos, sagt er. Der
Bofc-hl laute, nur zur Verteidigung
z en, betont er - um ;,lt-u I
en, dass er bereits mehre-
re Terroristen” getitet habe.

Der Oberst ist iiberzeugt, dass
die syrische Armee die Oberhand
behalten wird. Die Erzihlungen
der Soldaten im Militarspital zei-
genaber, dass Damaskus umgeben
ist von einem Ring, in dem der
Aufstand brodelt.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Ashton wirbt fiir
hiirtere Sanktionen
gegen Syrien

Berlin/Damaskus - Mindestens 750
Zivilisten seien in der letzten Wo-
che vom syrischen Regime getitet
worden, sagte Ferhad Ahma vom
Syrischen \ahunalmt [SNC) am
Freitag in Berlin. Er appellierte an
die lm-nlulion.llv Gemeinsch
einzuschreiten und hartere
tionen zu verhiingen. Humanitéire
Mafinahmen seien dringend notig.
Eine militarische Intervention for-
derte der S hingegen nicht -
diese sei nur das letzte Mittel.

Allein in Homs wurden am
Donnerstag nach Angaben der Ak-
tivisten mindestens 107 Men-
schen getotet. Die Stadt ist von Ar-
meeposten umzingelt. Die letzte
Lebensmittellieferung ist zehn
Tage her, die Heizolvorriite gehen
ebenfalls zu Ende.

Aleppo, Syriens zweitgrofte
Stadt, wurde am Freitag von min-

destens zwei Explosionen  er-
schiittert. Nach Angaben des
Staz " wurden 25 Menschen

et und 175 verletzt, es hand-
:h um  terroristis Angrif-
en ein Gebdude des Militd
geheimdienstes und den Sitz der
Onlnungs\mlimi. Assad-Gegner
machten dagegen d ili
verantwortlich.

die Anschlige
Appell an Russland

Unterdessen halt die internatio-
nale Kritik am syrischen Regime
an: US-Prasident Barack Obama
bezeichnete die Situation in Sy-
rien am Donnerstag als ,abscheu-
liches BlutvergieBen®, EU-Aufien-
beauftragte Catherine Ashton ap-
pellierte an Russland, doch noch
eine UN-Resolution gegen die Ge-
walt in rien zu unterstiitzen.
Zudem warb sie fiir hirtere Sank-
tionen gegen das syrisc
Die UN-) Hochkommissarin
Menschenrechte, Navi Pilln_\‘.
sieht in ien einen Fall fiir den
Internat en Strafgerichtshof.

Libven wies am Donnerstag alle
syrischen Diplomaten aus. Bereits
im Oktober hatte es den Syrischen
Nationalrat als legitime Vertre-
tung anerkannt. (lemrs. AFP)
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Kleine Zeitung (Autriche / Austria)
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Spuren der Verwiistung in der zweitgréBten syriéche
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n Stadt Aleppo

REUTERS

Tote bei Doppelanschlag in Syrien

DAMASKUS. Vor zwei Einrichtun-
gen der Sicherheitskrifte in der
syrischen Stadt Aleppo sind gro-
e Sprengsitze detoniert. Dabei
wurden mindestens 25 Menschen
getotet. Weitere Opfer wurden
unter den teils eingestiirzten Ge-
bauden vermutet, wie das Staats-

fernsehen berichtete. Die staat-
liche Nachrichtenagentur Sana
meldete, die Terroranschlige
hitten einem Gebiude des Mili-
tirgeheimdienstes und dem Sitz
der Ordnungspolizei gegolten.
Bislang war es in der zweitgrof-
ten Stadt Syriens relativ ruhig.
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La Tribune de Geneve (Suisse / Switzerland)
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

Les Alaouites syriens, un espoir €rigé en systéme

esAlaouites se battent le

dos au mur, il ne suffit
(( pas d’exiler une famille,

clest tout un systéme qui

est en jeu et qui ne fera pas de conces-
sions, dit I'islamologue Olivier Roy a
propos dela Syrie. Quel systéme, pour
quelles fins? Le coup d’Etat militaire
de 1963 al'origine de la présidence
d'Hafez el-Assad a brisé la domination
de labourgeoisie commercante sun-
nite qui régnait traditionnellementa
Damas sans égard pour les minorités
religieuses ou ethniques, tenues a
I'écart ou réprimées (LT, 14 mai 2011).
Commencent alors cinq décennies
d'établissement des Alaouites aux
sommets de I'Etat, en alliance tacite
avec les chrétiens etles Druzes, pourla
défense de leurs intéréts mutuels.

Les Alaouites adhérent a la prédica-
tion d'Ibn Nosayr qui divinise I'imam
chiite Ali- d'oit le nom que leur ont
donné les sunnites, «cAlawiyyiny, parti-
sans dAli, tandis qu'eux-mémes se
nomment «Nosairis» quand ilsveulent
se démarquer des musulmans. Cette
doctrine, explique Alain Chouet*, s'est
développée aux marges de 'Empire
byzantin parmi des populations
encore mal islamisées duIX et du
Xe siécle.

Clestun syncrétisme mystique
incorporant des éléments du chiisme
le plus extréme, de christianisme
byzantin et de panthéisme hellénisti-
que. Aprés lareconquéte musulmane
sur les royaumes francs, une répression
féroce les oblige a se réfugier dans les
montagnes surplombant Lattaquié, ot

ils restent pendant des siécles isolés du pare aussi del'économie et des finan- | versé aHamaen 1982,onyregardea [§
reste du pays et en butte aux persécu- ces. Chouet: «En unevingtaine d'an- deux fois avant de conclure. Il est trop 2
tions. Dans ce refuge d'ot ils ne descen- nées,de 1973 21995, les dirigeants tard, aprés tant de morts, devouloir E
dent que pour louer leurs services alaouites ont ainsi réussi a opérerle comprendre ce régime. Mais il n'est ¢
d'ouvriers agricoles ouvendre leurs transfert a leur profit de la richesse pas trop tard pour réfléchir ace quise |8
filles comme servantes, ils cultivent nationale qu'ils gérent soit directe- passera pour les minorités si la téte de B
toutes les formes de survie caractéristi- ment, soit le plus souvent par I'entre- Bachar el-Assad, fils d’'Hafez, roule sur g
ques des sectes persécutées, solidarité, mise de leurs enfants, envoyés entre- la poussiére de Damas. o
hermétisme, dissimulation et méme, temps dans les meilleures écoles §
en cas de nécessité, reniement. Ils sont d’'Occident, ou d’associés sunnites, *http://alain.chouet free.fr/documents/ | A Damas,

organisés en clans, au sein de tribus

Joélle
Kuntz

regroupées en quatre fédérations qui
rassemblent 80% d'entre eux dansle
nord-ouest du pays.

Hafez el-Assad appartient au clan
des Karabhil, de la tribu des Kalbiyyeh,
fédérée dans la tribu des Jurtd. Cette
derniére, la plus pauvre, a été parmi
les plus réceptives des doctrines socia-
lisantes qui allaient substituer la
référence nationale a la référence
religieuse au début du XXe siécle.
Disparu l'espoir d’exister sur un terri-
toire autonome dans le cadre d'une
Grande Syrie i la frangaise, les Alaoui-
tes se feraient Arabes et trouveraient
dans le parti Baas, nationaliste, laique
et social, le moyen de légitimer leur
existence politique et sociale.

afez el-Assad s'est montré parti-

culiérement habile a manipuler
ce parti. Son but, affirme Alain Chouet,
est d'obtenir que les Kalbiyyeh, sa
tribu, deviennent «dominants chez les
Alaouites, les Alaouites dominants
dans la société syrienne etla Syrie
dominante dans le monde arabe,
chaque renversement pérennisant le
précédent. Il place les siens dés 1966
dans l'appareil militaire, créant pour
eux quantité de forces spéciales. Il
infiltre le parti Baas, et parla tout
l'appareil législatif. Ladministration
territoriale est confiée a des Alaouites
laot cestimportant, tout comme les
grands ministéres, les sunnites devant
se contenter des plus modestes, ou des
plus dangereux politiquement,
comme la Justice et le Barreau.

Lalogique communautaire s'em-

alaouites ou chrétiens choisis en

marge de l'establishment traditionnel
... et facilement sacrifiables sur l'autel
delavertu quand les excés du régime
ménent le pays vers la rupturen

e transfert se réalise sans spolia-

tion brutale, lentement et systé-
matiquement, «dans la gestion quoti-
dienne et discréte» des équilibres
internes de la communauté alaouite et
de ses rapports avec les autres commu-
nautés, par un Hafez el-Assad qui
démontre non seulement «son savoir-
faire mais aussi la détermination et la
cohésion de la minorité quil'aaccom-
Ppagné au pouvoin.

Dotant et sur-dotant les siens, Hafez
el-Assad cherchait-il a les installer
durablement en caste privilégiée ou,
comme le pense Alain Chouet, a leur
permettre «de se fondre dans un en-
semble modernisé et intégré o les
critéres de distinction tribaux, confes-
sionnels et culturels seraient a terme
effacésn. La question est débattue
parmi les spécialistes. Elle comporte
un enjeu important pour l'interpréta-
tion des événements dramatiques
actuels.

Sil'on considére au départ que,
parce que minoritaire, le pouvoir
alaouite est illégitime, on rejointle
point devue de la majorité sunnite qui
cherche a s'en débarrasser, par Fréres
musulmans interposés. Si l'on croit au
contraire, comme Chouet, que, parce
que minoritaire, le pouvoir alaouite
visait a intégrer les minorités et a tenir
enrespect les objectifs politiques dela
majorité sunnite, purifiés par le sang
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Stragi parallele Prosegue la mattanza ad Homs. Il nunzio apostolico: «L'esercito spara anche sui bambini»

Bombe ad Aleppo, dubbi sulla «regia»

Per il governo siriano sono «terroristi». I ()pposr/lone accusa i servizi

Arriva anche ad Aleppo la
spirale di violerza che sta in-
wvestendo la Siria e nelle ulti-
me tre settimane ha subito
una inosa acceleraio-
ne. leri in tarda mattina due
autobomba (sembra guidate
da kamikaze) sono esplose
nelle vicinarze delle caserme
in centro citta dove sono ac-

ierati i servizi d'informa-
zione dell'esercito e le forze
di polizia. La televisione di
Stato ha trasmesso subito le

strade ingombre di de-
mnmlmnsangueebmdel-
hd:corpLﬂbi]mﬂodellevn-
time in serata & di 28 morti e
235 feriti civili e militari. So-
no scene di devastazione si-
mili a quelle causate dalle
bombe che a meta dicembre
colpirono i quartieri generali
dellelouedlsmumaam
masco (44 morti) e poi il 6
io unazona residerzia-
ledel]ammule(asm).
Ianovme Aleppo si-
no a ieri era stata
quasi del tutto rispar-
miata dal fuoco del-
la rivoluzione esplo-
sa 11 mesi fa. Circa
due milioni di abi-
tanti, & la seconda

citta del Paese, ric-
cadi una lunga tra-
dizione commer-
ciale. Veniva pre-
sentata come una
delle roccaforti fedeli alla dit-
tatura. Ma a fine io la si-
tuazione ha cominciatoamu-  Capitale culturale
tare. Imilitari sonointervenu- 2 pill popolosa citt della
ti per sedare le prime manife-  Siria e anche una delle pil
stazioni ¥ daglistu-  antiche del monda che vanta
denti nel campus universita-  una storia lunga 5 mila anni. £
riolocale. Inpoche ore venne-  anche detta la «Gitt3 grigias
ro segnalati almeno g morti (esh-Sheba) a causa del
trai manifestanti. Edaallora  caratteristico clore delle casa
anche qui la tensione & cre-  costruite con rocda calcarea.
sciuta. leri il regime & tornato  Nel 2005 & stata nominata
ad accusare le «bande diterro-  e(apitale culturale del mondo
risti» regponsabili per gli at- islamnicas
tentati. E la replica della nar-  Viaggiatori
rativa tradizionale che tende  Trai pill noti fraquentatori
a criminalizzare le sommosse  dalla citta: Lawrence dArabia,
ea itti insistendo  Ia soittrice Agatha Christie.
sullatesi del «complottostra-  [aviatore Charies Lindbergh #
nierow ai danni della Siria. presidente ameasicano
Anche da parte delle orga-  Theodore Roosavelt, il

i che guid le presi egiziano Gamal
sommosse il commento € Nasser, il fondatore delia
quasi scontato. «La Turchia Kemal Atatiiek, il
architetta gli attentati e cerca  magnata Nelson Rodfellar e
di incriminarci», sostengono  anthe Pierpaolo Pasolini
all'unisono. Un portavoce del

Le forze di
skurezza siriane

feriti
(Reuters/Sana)

Nuovo esercito siiano libero, Le opposizioni visegnalmo 1i. Nelle ultime ore vi & ripor-  ra libanese.
il movimento paramilitare 400 morti, perlo pii civili, so- tata una trentina di morti, Ma I'agonia della Siria &
che cerca di riorganizzare i lo nell'ultima settimana. An-  specie attorno alle moschee parte di un braccio di ferroin-
soldati disertori prontiacom-  chein questo caso, risulta pra-  (luoghi t i di aggre- 1} npmhvem,esa‘
battere nelle file della resi- ticamente impossibile verifi- gazione pohua)nexquanm cerbato domenica scorsa dal
sterza, aggiunge: «Lo stesso  careibiland dellevittime dif-  «liberati» di Bab Amro e Bab  veto all'Onu di Russia e Cina
regime criminale che uccidei  fusi dai due campi. A Homs Seeba. «F drammatico. Spara-  contro la risolzzione propo-
nostri figli, ora attaccaconle  I'esercito lealista dauna setti- no anche sui bambini, comin-  sta da alcuni Paesi della Lega
bombe po per distoglie- mana sta usando con sempre  cia a scarseggiare tuttos, de- araba che chiedeva le dimis-
re I'attenzione dalle stragi maggior determinazionearti- nuncia alla radio vaticana il sioni di Assad e I'avvio del
che a Homsw. Cen- @ememmﬂlndﬁo naDmm,Mmok— dialogo con il movimento di
tro delle violenze resta in che riescono ad arrivare al- nari. Scontri anche a Deraa protesta e con il sostegno
ogn caso proprio Homs, la T'estero mostrano bomberda-  sul confine con la Gi Nel re-
citta martire per menti i suicivi- a Zabadane presso la frontie- gwmlexl’aesumngglma
sunnita (Arabia Saudita in te-
sta) sostengono le rivolte con-
La cronologia tro Ilran sciita, tradizionale
:lleuc;:‘e-gh Assad nlsm;:
H i ¥ ‘consi una setta sciita
Da marzo d_el 2011 No dl_ Rum.a eCina |Assad scatena 1 Viceministro deglt Estes
quasi seimila morti | alla risoluzione Onu | la repressione russo, Sergey Ryabkov, haac-
cusato ieri pubblicamente
La rivolta siriana & Il 4 febbraio Russia e Dopoil doppiovetodi  «l'Occidentes di mandare ar-
inziata a marzo del Cina hanno bloccato Cina e Russia il mi e aiuti militari alle rivolte.
2011 a Deraa con per la seconda volta presidents siriano Mosca a sua volta invia di
larresto di 15 ragazzi in quattro mesi una scatena una continuo navi cariche di armi
accusati di essere risoluzione del repressione serza al porto siriano di Tartus. Do-
gli autori di graffiti Consiglio di sicurezza precedenti martellando  mani la Lega araba si riunira
antiregime. Da allora di condanna del le Gitta ribeli. Ned al Cairo per discutere la pro-
sono morte quasi regime siriano. Nel mirino in particolare posta di mandare osservatori
seimila persone testo si chiedeva @& Homs dove in sei in Siria assieme alle Nazioni
tra cui almeno a Bashar Assad giomi sono morte ite.
400 bambini di lasciare il potere a@meno 400 persone Lorenzo Cremonesi
s | EE——— | s e
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STRAGE

Carpi delle
vittime di un
attentato
giacdono
coperti in
qualche mado
nella citta
settentrionale
di Aleppo,
consideratz
strategica
perla
soprawivenza
del regime di
Bashar
el-Assad In
Siria i massaci
continuano e
ogni gioma si
aggiungono al
tragico bilando
diverse dedne
di maort: il
tofale stimato
sfiora ormai

i settemile

— - ae AL v 20N

SIRIA Troppi errori diplomatici e dell’intelligence

Cosi I'Occidente sta regalando
|a vittoria al regime di Assad

ITashington non ha saputo prevedere l'irmgidimento di Russia e Cina,
il ruolo dell’Iran é stato sottovalutato ¢ la rivolta dei generali non c’e stata

M Forse era meglio stare a guar-
dare. Aunannodalloscoppiodel-
la rivolta - e seimila morti dopo -
'Occidente, I'Onu einemici arabi
di Bashar Assad farebbero meglio
afareil emea culpas. Le medicine
propinate al pazente siriano si
stanno rivelando piti perniciose
delcancrodelladittaturaerischia-
nodi esserelavera causadi morte
dell'insurrezione. Il pit1 grave de-
glierrori estatal'incapacitadipre-
vedereil veto di Russia e Cina che
habloccatolamozionedel Consi-
ghiodiSicurezzadestinataad apri-
releporteaduninterventoinstile
libico. [l passofalso rischiadi rive-
larsifataleperun’insurrezione co-

stretta a fari conti con I'offensiva
diun regimedecisoad approfitta-
re della confusione dei propri ne-
midi. E cosi mentre ad Aleppo, ri-
sparmiata fino ad ora dagli scon-
tri, si registra il primo sanguinoso
attentato con 28 morti e un centi-
naio di feriti, a Homs e Zabadani
continua I'ofensiva governativa.

Lo spietato assalto alle rocche-
forti ribelli ela diretta conseguen-
za della “debacle” del Palazzo di
Vetro. Dando perscontata unale-
gittimazione Onueunamaggiore
liberta d'azione anche sul fronte
delle operazioni clandestine, Sta-
ti Uniti, Frandia, Inghilterra, Tur-
chia e Qatar hanno incoraggiato i
gruppi armati ad intensificare le
loro operazioni. Ma hanno sotto-

valutato le divisioni che affliggo-
nogliinsorti alivello politico e mi-
litare. Sullafalsariga di quantoav-
venuto in Libia, Stati Uniti, Fran-
ciae Inghilterrahanno delegatoa
Qatare Turchiail ruolo di armier
efinanziatoridegliinsorti. Dabuo-
ni musulmani, ad Ankara e Doha
preferiscono privilegiare i gruppi
islamisti vicini ai Fratelli Musul-
mani coordinati dal cosiddetto
Consiglio Nazionale Siriano. Ma
la Siria non & né I'Egitto, né la Li-

ESERCITO
Le forze armate siriane
si sono dimostrate piu

compatte del previsto
| ——— e ——

bia. La Fratellanza Musulmana &
tutt'altrocheegemone. L'opposi-
zione laica legata al Comitato di
Coordinamento Nazionale haun
ruolo non marginale ed & contra-
ria a qualsiasi intervento esterno.
1l neonato Esercito Libero Siria-
no, braccio armato dei Consiglio
NazionaleSiriano, nonéingrado,
inoltre, di contrapporsi militar-
mente all'esercito di Damasco.
Formatoingranpartedaufficia-
lidisertorilegati ai Fratelli Musul-
mani, 'Esercito Liberonondispo-
ne di armi pesanti, non ha una
strutturadi coordinamentonazio-
naleesoffredi profondelacerazio-
ni al vertice. 116 febbraio scorso il
generale Mustafa Ahmad El
Sheik il pitsaltoin grado fra ghi uffi-
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cialifvoriuscit, hacercatodiassu-
meme il controllo innescando
una guerra intestina con quel co-
lonnello Riad al Assad che firmai
procdlami dell'Esercito Libero da
unsantuarioin territorio turco. In
ogni casonessunodei duecontrol-
la le forze sul campo guidate, co-
meaHoms, dagruppidicoordina-
mento civili

La Turchia e altri alleati della
Nato hanno inoltre scommesso
sulla defezione di un'importante
unita corazzata prontaasollevar-
si dopo I"approvazione della mo-
zione del'Onu. La scommessa
nonteneva conto deiservizi segre-
ti iraniani e russi prontissimi nel
segnalare a Damasco il rischio di
tradimento. Propriolesoffiate rus-
se e iraniane hanno datoil via al-

FUORI GIOCO
Israele non da aiuto
perche non si fida

di un cambio al vertice
_—

I'offensivadellaQuartabrigata co-
razzata considerata, assieme alla
Guardia Repubblicana, una delle
unitapil: fedeli al regime.

Aindebolirel'Occidente contri-
buisceanchelacautacircospezio-
ne israeliana. Preoccupati che la
cadutadiBasharAssad portial po-
tere un regime idamista assai pi
imprevedibile di quello attualegli
israeliani, ghi uniciapotercontare
su numerose talpe a Damasco,
preferisconoperoranoninterfesi-
re e non fomire informazioni agh
alleati occidentali. L'errore pit
gravedei nemicidi Damasco e pe-
roanalizzare lo scontrointermini
puramente demografid. Benche
famiglia Assadappartengaaduna
minoranza alawitache non supe-
rail 12 per cento della popolazio-
ne, il regime pub ancora contare
sul sostegno dei cristiani, di buo-
na parte dei curdi e d'importanti
clansunnitilegatidarapportitren-
tennaliaiverticimilitaried econo-
mid del regime.

Questo spiega perché Dama-
sco, Aleppoeipitimportanti cen-
tri politico-economici del Paesesi
guardino bene dallo scendere in
campo. Conbuona pace degliop-
positori assediati a Homs e Zaba-
dani, che rischiano ora di pagare
le conseguenze degli errori com-
ledagﬁncddenlaliedagﬁ ara-

i
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Cara Unita

Dialoghi Luigi Cancrini A’I

GIOVANNA MARTINI

| bambini massacrati in Siria

Ogni volta che si parla di Afghanistan e di Libia noto che i membri del
Tavolo per la Pace, dott. Lotti in prima linea, sono tutti prodighi di
critiche sull'uso della forza di Stato e di consigli su come fare altrimenti
e quindi mi aspettavo che per il caso Siria il Tavolo per la Pace promuo-
vesse iniziative in accordo alle idee che ha sempre espresso.

RISPOSTA B |e immagini televisive dei bambini feriti dalla repressio-
ne di Assad all'interno di quella che e ormai a tutti gli effetti una guerra di
liberazione fanno ancora pit male nel momento in cui, fermata dal veto
di Russia e Cina, 'Onu si trova nell'impossibilita di intervenire. E’ Medici
senza Frontiere, oggi, 'Ong che invia notizie ogni giorno pit drammati-
che sulle vittime civili dei bombardamenti e dell'inseguimento casa per
casa dei ribelli mentre quello cui sembra di ritornare ¢ il tempo della
guerra fredda e della paralisi degli organismi internazionali. La lettrice
haragione, povera e incerta e stata finora anche la mobilitazione di quel-
li che in Italia di piti e con pili coerenza si sono battuti in questi anni per la
pace nel mondo. Memori di quello che e accaduto in Libia dopo I'inter-
vento della Nato? Preoccupati delle conseguenze che un intervento in
Siria potrebbe avere in Israele ed in Iran? Quale che sia la ragione della
sua prudenza, dopo undici mesi di violenze e di massacri, il Tavolo della
Pace deve farsi sentire di pitu. Con 'appoggio di tutti quelli che credono
nell’assurdita di una politica che avalla 'uccisione dei bambini.
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LA LEGA ARABA PRESENTA DOMANI UNA RISOLUZIONE DI CONDANNA ALL'ASSEMBLEA GENERALE DELL'ONU

400

uccisi a Homs
in otto giorni

L'assaltofinale alla
roccaforte degliinsorti

& cominciato venerdi
3febbraio, con ampio uso
di razzi e carri armati

settimane
di rivolta

Le prime manifestazioni

di massa sono cominciate
aHoms a meta dello scorso
marzo, gli scontri armati
invece amaggio

,acitta in fiamme

Una delle immagini prese da un satellite Usa
che mostrano un quartiere di Homs colpito
dall‘artiglieria, con colonne di fumo

Carri in movimento

Le immagini documentano anche gli
spostamenti di mezzi militari, compresi tank
che siavvicinano al centro dellacitta

Siria, satellite Usa mostra
i bombardamenti di Homs

leri altri 15 morti. Ma la Cia: Al Qaeda dietro gli attentati ad Aleppo

GIORDANO STABILE

Colonne di fumo, blindati,
carri armati ed edifici in fiam-
me. Le immagini di una batta-
glia urbana, senza esclusioni
di colpi, che sta devastando in-
teri quartieri. E la battaglia di
Homs ripresa attimo per atti-
mo, anche se da molto distan-
te. Sono le immagini riprese
da un satellite americano che

Due vittime anche

in Libano in scontri
fra minoranza alawita
e sunniti anti-Assad

ha zoomato nelle ultime qua-
rantott'ore sulla terza citta
della Siria, roccaforte degli in-
sorti che combattono con ar-
mileggere contro le forze di si-
curezza di Bashar al Assad.

ini pubblicate sul sito
dell'ambasciata
americana a Damasco guida-
ta da Robert Ford. Un modo
per alzare la pressione sul re-
gime siriano e aggirare 'em-

bargo su immagini e servizi
giornalistici imposto fin dall'ini-
zio della rivolta.

Damasco ha risposto che si
tratta di «un'operazione anti-
terroristica» e denunciato
«gruppi stranieri» che agiscono
all'interno del Paese, «con la
scusa dell'intervento umanita-
riow. Difficile parlare di terrori-
smo per quanto riguarda il ra-
strellamento di Homs, dove éin
corso un’insurrezione popola-
re. E ieri, nel quartiere Baba
Arm sono state uccise altre
quindici persone. Ma nel caos si-
riano é chiaro che ormai agisco-
no gruppi armati con metodi
terroristici. Ne sono convinti
persino i servizi di Intelligence
degli Stati Uniti che, secondole
indiscrezioni del gruppo edito-
riale McClatchy Company, han-
no avvertito che dietro I'esplo-
sioni di venerdi ad Aleppo, se-
conda citta del Paese, ci sono

Un'infiltrazione che rende la
situazione ancora pi esplosiva,
foriera di futuri scenari di insta-
bilita: ieri gli scontri fra sosteni-
tori di Assad, alawiti, e opposito-
ri si sono estesi in Libano, a Tri-
poli, con due morti. Mentre sul
confine, le truppe regolari han-
no ripreso la citta di Zabadani,

dopo un accordo per il cessate il
fuoco con gli insorti. A Dama-
sco é invece stato assassinato
un generale, Isa al-Kholi, a
Nord di Damasco. Kholi era di-
rettore dell'ospedale militare di
Hamish e, secondola tv di Stato
siriana, «é stato ucciso con un
colpo alla nuca». Non ci sono ri-

WORLD PRESS PHOTO
| protagonisti
della «Pieta» sono
madre e figlio

= Samuel Aranda, auto-
re della foto che ha vinto
il World Press Photo, evi-
dentemente si é posto le
stesse domande che il suo
scatto ha sollevato in tut-

ini di Al Qaeda pr
ti dall'lragqe. Gli stessi che
avrebbero colpito D; nel-

da ricevute

le scorse settimane, su ordine
personale del successore di Bin
Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri.

ti noi. Chi sono e che fine hanno fatto i protagonisti della Pieta ye-
ita, come la sua foto é stata subito ribattezzata? «Lui sta bene
e la donna & sua madre», ha scritto ieri sul suo profilo Twitter Aran-
tizie fresche dallo Yemen. A «La Stampan il
reporter spagnolo ha raccontato di aver realizzato quello scatto in
un attimo, d'istinto, senza riuscire «neppure a rivolgere la parola»
alla donna della foto, fatta a Sana‘a lo scorso 15 ottobre.
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vendicazioni. Ma, come nel caso
di Aleppo, la dinamica é terrori-
stica. Con il rischio, avverte
l'analista John R. Bradley sul
settimanale britannico «The
Spectatory, che alla fine la Siria
«sia consegnata agli islamisti,
che per prima cosa imporranno
la sharia, come in Libiay.

Eventualita respinta dal
Consiglio nazionale siriano
(Cns), il cartello con sede a
Istanbul che raggruppa i princi-
pali partiti dell'opposizione, lai-
ci e religiosi, e che si & detto ieri
convinto che arrivera a giorni
un formale riconoscimento da
parte della Lega Araba. Il gesto
darebbe maggior forza alla ri-
chiesta di aiuto internazionale.
Nonostante I'opposizione della
Russia, la comunita internazio-
nale lavora per una soluzione.
Dopol'accorata denuncia del se-
gretario generale delle Nazioni
Unite Ban Ki-moon, laLega ara-
ba ha deciso di far discutere do-
mani all'’Assemblea generale,
dove non ci sono diritti di veto,
una nuova risoluzione.

Diplomatici di Paesi arabi,
Usa, Ue e Turchia stanno lavo-
rando al testo. Come quella
bloccato una settimana fa da
Mosca e Pechino al Consiglio di
sicurezza, la risoluzione assicu-
ra il «pieno supporto al piano
elaborato dalla Lega Arabay.
Un assunto praticamente iden-
tico a quello bocciato, che in so-
stanza intima ad Assad di farsi
da parte. Un voto favorevole, a
larga maggioranza, anche se
non avrebbe implicazioni legali
per i raiss, potrebbe segnare
un suo ulteriore isolamento. E
forse aprire un breccia.
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La sangre siria
llega al Libano

Dos muertos en la lucha entre seguidores
y contrarios al régimen en el pais vecino

TESTIGO DIRECTO

JAVIER ESPINOSA / Tripoli (Libano)

Enviado especial
& wof SRA El cqhete im-
e 2 pacté en el al-
Homs | timo piso de la

Tripoli S
vivienda levan-
g tando una co-
ugano 5 . lumna de hu-
Damzsco mo. «iY dicen
Altos del que no estan
okt atacando!»,

clamé uno de
los milicianos. A la explosion le si-
guieron interminables tiroteos. La
callejuela del barrio de Bab al Ta-
baneh asistia a un continuo trasie-
go de milicianos pertrechados con
todo tipo de modernos fusiles.
Otros se habian apostado en las es-
quinas protegidas por sacos de tie-
rra o dirigian el combate a través
de sus radios portatiles. Los atribu-
lados viandantes se veian obligados
a cruzar las calles a la carrera.

Pero en un suburbio acostum-
brado a mil refriegas parecidas, ha-
bia también quienes ignoraban las
deflagraciones y balazos jugando
a las cartas en plena calle o perma-
neciendo enfrascados en la venta
cotidiana de patatas y tomates.

Un grupo se permitia incluso ju-
gar a la pelota a tan sé6lo unos me-
tros de la linea del frente que deli-
mita el barrio controlado por los
paramilitares alauies, aliados del
presidente sirio, Bashar Asad, y

las posiciones que mantienen los
sunies que les acosan. Para Abu
Abdallah, un jefe miliciano del
area suni de Bab al Tabaneh curti-
do por cientos de confrontaciones,
los enfrentamientos que se regis-
traron ayer en esos arrabales de la
ciudad libanesa de Tripoli forman
parte ya de una «herida» incurable
que ahora se ha reabierto «ante lo
que esta ocurriendo en Siriay.

La opini6n era comun en Bab al
Tabaneh. Los mas jovenes, los
que ahora sirven a las 6rdenes de
personajes como Abu Abdallah
-veterano de las luchas fratricidas
de la guerra del Libano en la dé-
cada de los anos 80- apoyan esta
idea aduciendo, por ejemplo, que
han rebautizado ese paupérrimo
distrito como Bab Amro, en alu-
si6n al sector mas castigado y em-
blemaitico de la ciudad siria de
Homs, simbolo de la resistencia
del Ejército Libre Sirio frente a la
ofensiva que mantienen los uni-
formados leales a Bashar Asad.

Como habian vaticinado sus pro-
pios habitantes, las repercusiones
de la revuelta en el pais vecino al-
canzaron ayer la ciudad nortefia del
Libano dejando un saldo de al me-
nos dos muertos y mas de una doce-
na de heridos, entre ellos numero-
sos soldados del ejército libanés.
Uno de los fallecidos fue un joven
alcanzado en el cuello por un pro-
yectil cuando atravesaba una de las
avenidas controladas por los franco-
tiradores. Para evitar la accion de

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

estos tiradores emboscados, los re-
sidentes de Bab al Tabaneh han ho-
radado desde hace afos agujeros en
los muros de algunas viviendas y se
mueven de casa en casa evitando
exponerse al exterior.

Del otro lado del bulevar Siria, co-
mo se llama la calle que marca la di-
vision entre los dos reductos enemi-
gos, los habitantes de Jabal Al
Mohsen, quizas el Gnico enclave de
todo Tripoli donde se pueden divisar
retratos y loas al jefe de Estado sirio,
se habian replegado en sus vivien-
das. Aqui no daban crédito a la teo-
ria de la relacién entre la algarada
siria y las nuevas hostilidades, pero
Abdelatif Salej, uno de los principa-
les asesores de Rifaat Eid —el actual
lider de esta comunidad- recurria a
la misma dialéctica que se escucha
en Damasco cuando se alude a la
oposicion. «Son terroristas, extre-
mistas islamicos, que quieren mez-
clar al Libano con lo que sucede en
Siria. Su problema es que nuestra
postura es favorable a la resistencia
[alusién a Hizbula]», senalé.

A escasas decenas de metros
—pero divididos por un abismo de
odio-, Ahmed Tajeldin Abdullah,
otro antiguo miembro del Movi-
miento Popular que luché contra
los alauies de Jabal al Mohsen y
los soldados de Damasco en los
80, deambulaba por Bab al Taba-
neh empunando una vez mas su
kalashnikov. Ahmed no escondia
su animadversion sectaria hacia
los alauitas. Tampoco, su deseo de
que «paguen» por la represion
que lidera en Siria uno de los su-
yos, Bashar Asad. «Si, es un con-
flicto sectario. Ellos son mentiro-
s0s y no son musulmanes», aducia
en las inmediaciones de donde
sus acoélitos continuaban enzarza-
dos en un virulento tiroteo con
sus oponentes.

«Esta gente se alegra de las ma-
sacres que se registran en Siria. No
lo podemos permitir», le secunda-
ba Abu Abdallah vaticinando un

largo conflicto, pese a que los lide-
res de ambas comunidades pacta-
ron un alto el fuego a media tarde.

En un suburbio como Bab al Ta-
baneh las imagenes procedentes
de Siria han hecho revivir las que
contindan ancladas en la memo-
ria. Los residentes se explayan re-
memorando lo que llaman «masa-
cre» de 1986, cuando las milicias
de Jabal al Mohsen y el ejército si-
rio asaltaron su reducto. El relato
habla de cientos de muertos, algu-
nos asesinados a hachazos, de de-
saparecidos, violaciones, saqueos,

Han bautizado el
distrito como Bab
Amro, el golpeado
barrio de Homs

«Esta gente se alegra
de las masacres en
Siria», dice un jefe
miliciano suni

«Lo que viven ahora
los sirios ya lo
padecimos nosotros»,
afirma el jefe Walid

de miles de presos que sufrieron
terribles torturas. «Todo lo que es-
tan viviendo los sirios lo padeci-
mos nosotros», indica el jeque Wa-
lid Ain Jaili, quien también peled
contra los sirios en los 80.

«Antes [cuando fueron aplasta-
dos por los sirios en 1986] solo te-
niamos a Dios. Ahora disponemos
del apoyo del rey Abdala [saudi].
Si no les gusta, que se vayan a Si-
ria», anadié el jeque.
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Publico (Portugal)

Ao que a oposicao chamou ‘accao militar’
o regime denunciou um atentado ‘terrorista’

Duas explosoes fizeram 28 mortos e 175 feridos junto a instalacoes militares na segunda maior
cidade da Siria. Em Homs prepara-se uma ofensiva final contra bairros rebeldes

Rita Siza

® Aleppo, a segunda maior cidade
da Siria, acordou ontem ao som das
alegadamente langadas pe-
las forcas armadas dissidentes que
apoiam a oposi¢ao ao Presidente
Bashar al-Assad contra edificios do
exército e policia nacional, segundo a
versao dos meios oficiais. Os “grupos
terroristas armados” mataram 28 pes-
soas, incluindo mulheres, criancas e
soldados do regime e fizeram 175 feri-
dos, adiantou a televisao estatal.

Em lagrimas, um reporter televisi-
vo relatou os acontecimentos da ma-
nha. “Civis e membros do exército fo-
ram martirizados em duas explosoes
terroristas”, lamentou o jornalista,
egurando um patim infantil na

0, informou que as bombas foram
detonadas a beira de um parque on-
de familias se tinham juntado para o
pequeno-almogo.

As imagens exibiam a fachada do
complexo militar atingido: na rua,
viam-se socorristas atarefados a re-
colher partes dos corpos das vitimas
para dentro de sacos e cinco cadave-
res ja cobertos. cratera gigante
era apontada pelo repérter como o
local onde explodiu um veiculo arma-
dilhado usado pelos terroristas.

Um dirigente do Exército Livre da
Siria confirmou a BBC que as for¢as
rebeldes estiveram envolvidas no in-
cidente, mas desmentiu que se tives-
se tratado de um atentado terrorista.
Pelo contririo, precisou o coronel
Arif al-Hamoud ao telefone a partir
da Turquia, o que aconteceu foi uma
“operacao militar”.

Mas pouco depois da difi
imagens do ataque na televis
Conselho Nacional Sirio desmentiu
“categoricamente” que as forgas ar-
madas da oposi¢io fossem respon-
sdveis pelo bombardeamento. Em
declaragdes posteriores a AFP, um
outro porta-voz do Exército Livre da
Siria, coronel Mahir Nouaimi, indi-
cou que as for¢as governamentais é
> estavam por detris do ataque.

e regime criminoso esta a matar
as nossas criancas em Homs, e agora
vem lancar bombas em Aleppo para
desviar as atengoes”, acusou.

Muitas outras vozes apontaram o
dedo ao regime, apresentando indi-
cios para compor uma versao alterna-
tiva dos acontecimentos. A conclusio
da oposicio é que o ataque suicida
foi uma encenacao do regime, para
desacreditar a oposicio e impedir a
realizacao de uma marcha pré-demo-
cracia marcada para a tarde de on-
tem - uma estratégia que, lembram,
Jja foi seguida por Assad em Damas-
co. Aleppo, que € o centro econdr

Um dos edificios que foi atingido pelas explosées em Aleppo

co da Siria, tem sido relativamente
poupado a protestos e confrontos: os
lideres empresariais, fiéis apoiantes
do Presidente, tém usado o seu pri-
vilégio econdmico para calar o des-
contentamento politico, explicava a
Associated Press.

Obama apressa reunidao dos Amigos da Siria

No entanto, o ataque em Aleppo
evidencia uma generalizacao da vio-
Iéncia por toda a Siria. A cidade de
Homs continua a ser o alvo preferen-
cial do regime, e ontem uma nova
vaga de tanques de guerra assumiu
posi¢oes a entrada dos bairros que es-

tao sob o controlo da oposicao, o que
levou os activistas a alertar sobre a
iminéncia de uma nova “grande ofen-
siva” sobre a cidade, massacrada por
violéncia continua ha uma semana.
Segundo o Observatério Sirio pa-
ra os Direitos Humanos, sedeado em

Londres, os soldados estavam a bater
obairro de Inshaat porta-a-porta, efec-
tuando dezenas de detengoes. Num
apelo desesperado antes da “ofensiva
final” do exército, os altifalantes das
mesquitas ecoaram apelos i dadiva de
sangue e a partilha de alimentos.

ONU quer acusar Assad de crimes contra a humanidade

® O Presidente dos Estados Unidos,
Barack Obama, pediu ao seu enviado
especial para os assuntos do Médio
Oriente para intensificar os esforgos
diplomaticos para a constitui¢ao do
grupo dos Amigos da Siria e apressar
arealizagcao de uma primeira reuniao
onde fossem exploradas novas acgoes
deisolamento do regime do Presiden-
te Bashar al-Assad. “Estamos interes-
sados em acabar com o derramamen-
to de sangue e em assistir a transi¢ao
do poder na Siria”, disse Obama. O
Departamento de Estado confirmou

que havia encontros agendados em
Franga, Marrocos e no Bahrain, no
sentido de organizar o grupo de alia-
dos interessados em apoiar a oposi-
¢d0 siria e fixar o seu mandato.

Entretanto, a Assembleia geral das
Nagoes Unidas agendou para segunda-
feira um debate plenario sobre a situa-
¢d0 na Siria. A alta-comissaria para os
Direitos Humanos, Navi Pillay, vai exi-
gir que o Governo de Ass:
do de crimes contra a humanidade no
Tribunal Penal Internacional.

0 Governo da Aribia Saud

aape-

lou ontem a ONU para “prosseguir os
esfor¢os para encontrar uma solucao
paraa crise siria”, notando que “o fa-
Ihango do Conselho de Seguranga em
adoptar uma resolucio em apoio da
iniciativa de paz da Liga Arabe nao

A5

“Estamos

em

pode impedir que sejam feitas novas
tentativas para proteger os inocentes
e por fim a violéncia que ameaga o
povo sirio e a estabilidade da regiao”,
disse o porta-voz do executivo, Yousef
bin Ahmad Al-Othaimeen.

No entanto, Moscovo disse ontem
que blog 4 qualquer resolucao

acabar como
derramamento
desanguee
emassistira
transi¢aodo
poder na Siria”
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que exigisse a deposicao de Assad. “Se
05 NOSSOS parceiros nao entenderam
a primeira, voltaremos a usar o veto
para os chamar de volta a realidade”,
disse o vice-ministro dos Negocios Es-
trangeiros, Sergei Riabkov.
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worse for
Syria’s
victims

The Mail on Sunday (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

West 1s
making
things

PAYING A TERRIBLE PRICE: Young children

wounded by shell fire in the rebel stronghold of Homs

THE BBC is working hard to get us to
go to war in Syria. Its incessant coverage
is —as it was in Libya and Egypt — mostly
dim, partial and unquestioning. This
should cease.

If there is a rebellion against a dictator-
ship, then it must, as far as the BBC is
concerned, be noble. If a government
defends itself against rebellion, it must,
according to the BBC, be wrong.

Great slabs of history tell us that this is
not necessarily so. In this case, I tremble
for the fate of Syria’s Arab Christians if
the Assad regime falls.

Bad is often replaced by worse. This is
already happening in Egypt and Libya,
though the BBC seldom troubles to record
the aftermath of the ‘Arab Spring’ it
welcomed so simple-mindedly.

Perhaps the Corporation is trying to
please our Foreign Secretary, William

Hague, an increasingly pathetic figure
who seems to have mistaken military
intervention in foreign countries for
conservatism. Someone should also ask
him why he gets so outraged about Syria,
and was not outraged by equally bloody
repression in Bahrain.

It seems that, having been refused UN
permission to destabilise Damascus
under the blue flag, we are now looking
at running guns to the rebels. What
British interest is served by this danger-
ous policy?

The revolt in Syria would long ago have
faded away had it not been for the noisy
support of Washington and London. Much
of the bloodshed and destruction is, I
believe, the responsibility of the ‘West’,
which has falsely encouraged naive
people to believe that Nato helicopters
and bombers are just over the horizon.
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Sunday Express (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Syrian heartache

of Assad’s In-laws

HILE THE carnage

continues in Syria, where

President Assad clings to

power by waging a campaign

of slaughter and torture

against  his  country’s
rebelling citizens, life is becoming increasingly
uncomfortable for his father-in-law, who
continues to work as a consultant cardiologist
in Harley Street.

Last week the president’s wife Asma, who
was raised in West London and went to a
primary school in Ealing, broke her silence to
pledge support for Assad, whom she married
12 years ago, but her father Fawaz Akhras has
told a friend he is “horrified” by his son-in-
law’s savage suppression of the uprising in
Syria which has cost at least 6,000 lives.

Syrian-born Dr Akhras, 66, who also prac-
tises at the private Cromwell Hospital in Earl's
Court, is said now to fear for his safety and
that of his wife Sahar. Yesterday their pebble-
dashed house close to the A40 in Acton was
empty and unkempt. A neighbour said they
had not been seen there for two or three weeks
and that the couple had felt worried ever since
a group of angry pro-democratic protestors in
the area, which is popular with expat Syrians,
had pushed down the wall of their front
garden.

Another neighbour, originally from Damas-
cus, observed: “Many Syrians who live around

here have relatives who have been treated
badly by Assad, some put in prison for no
reason. They think Dr Akhras should use his
position in the family to make his deranged
son-in-law see sense and leave the country.”

A friend and medical colleague of Dr Akhras,
who does not want to be named, says: “Fawaz
is a decent man; he founded the British Syrian
Society to foster good relations between the
two countries and he's horrified by the killing
going on. He and his wife are terribly
concerned about their daughter and three
grandchildren; they know she won’t be allowed
to leave Syria because that would be damag-
ing to the regime - she’s a virtual prisoner.”

His worst fear is that if - or when - the
regime falls, the president will either be killed
outright, or tried and executed, or forced into
exile and that Asma may be harmed. He wants
his daughter to return to London, where she
still has friends from the days she worked for
the investment bank JP Morgan. She still
retains a British passport.

Those who know Dr Akhras say he was
quietly pushing for reform when the uprising
began but they accept he is now in an impos-
sible position, caught between family loyalty
and worldwide condemnation at the brutality
of Assad’s regime. He refuses all requests to
speak about his situation beyond comment-
ing: “Whatever I say people will take it the
wrong way."”

FEARS: Asma Assad faces danger in Syria
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

o) isnlr - 2 i popoumos § o Ny,

L)) couangun LS Uy o Sy I ! SH [SER JUAjOIA L))
LY r.—:.v: | .:.__5-( A J—,X_J_ J—: ey) _-Q—
YIm 1o passa, “an ..—:.:;...._ PalE: adoud IUTHTE'S aalyg .:__ Jo X —:
:::.. 0] Anss quw s

«n Sume ST RYM
o) S
Jsu pey
1N ey
e ‘v

\J—~ |8
sanbsow oy o) oF o) an ..:1
1 Sunayes smom Aoy uaypy,
BOUBRAAINS
:._J Pey |
_7:?_ __. _:u

JO paadsns asoyy !
Aroas a1 o) 5
_5=:_:=1 are r_.J

ANCo AL Jo Mo
urEa o ay)

T O
} U2 L:— ‘yohis

L L:_::L,_ ﬁ_:_._xx._ c:. __::cz__ 210} :::7:17.. uayAL :._:3
Lo LTI a8 ockd: ay jo ;: LN w r.,/._::.._
oddapy ug AP 01 paje[eass Puod SYTYAS
4 241 jo jon

I S Jeig pmeg Ag

0 S20M0)

Aup quosns JOIHNOO

.:z:_: o::
:__. L

) YIIA
ayy a0y Hunwm

bﬁ pu02ds ur uone)s aarod wﬁﬁ&o& 10]
JIPAID WIRP SIosy Se spealds aousjor)

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 11 & dimanche 12 février 2012, #50, p. 35 / Saturday & Sunday, February 12, 2012, #50, p. 35

The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Could there be some bad
guys among therebels too?

;_;f'i )
COMMENT ~

ohn McCain backed the good
guys in Libya, who are now
keenly torturing their oppo-
nents to death. The same
John McCain now backs the good
guys in Syria — no “boots on the
ground”, mind you, for this is war
without death for America - and it
all seems OK, until I sit opposite a
guy over coffee in Beirut who kind
of makes the whole story a bit
more complicated. We back sur-
rounded minorities, fighting
bravely for their rights against
overwhelming odds - Homs, for
example. We did the same when
the Kosovo Liberation Army - not
exactly the squeaky-clean outfit
that Nato would have us believe
until Slobodan Milosevic surren-
dered - fought against over-
whelming Serbian odds in 1998.
Maybe it goes back to the Paris
Commune of 1871 - French versus
French, but let’s forget that bit - or
the Warsaw Uprising, or the 1944
Liberation of Paris. The French
used to talk about les tireurs des
toits - the roof marksmen - who
assaulted even Charles de Gaulle
when he entered Notre Dame on
the day of liberation. Homs, of
course, has its own tireurs des
toits: Syrian government snipers
on the roofs - Iranians according
to the Syrian opposition. As if the
Syrian military needs to be taught
how to shoot by the slightly de-
crepit Revolutionary Guards of
Tehran. Stories of the brutality
and cruelty of Syrian officials are
true. Let’s repeat that: stories, re-
ports, images, YouTube, real
recordings of these cruelties, are
all true. But then there’s the
shocked face of my friend, neither

Syrian nor a journalist, drinking
coffee with me, who agrees with
much of the story. Snipers, yes.
“Most of the shooting victims are
hit in the head or chest. If you are
hit by a sniper, you are in a serious
way.” There has been shelling - of
homes and of at least one clinic -
and there are graves in gardens.
But then there are the other little
comments, almost forgettable but
still disturbing. The habit of “Free
Syrian Army” soldiers of playing
Islamic music before crossing
roads under sniper fire and of
praying before pressing their foot
on the gas. Well, nothing wrong in
that, for heaven’s sake.

Then the large number of FSA
men who appear to be Islamist
rather than Islamic - this subtle
difference is initially hard to spot,
says my friend. And then the
boasts of “armed activists” in
Homs - there now seems to be a
gentle difference between activists
(armed) and protesters (unarmed)
- who are executing their Alawite
and Christian neighbours.

Could it be that the brave de-
fenders of Homs include some
very bad guys? Well, you may say,
who can blame them? What resist-
ance force, defending its people,
has not admitted that “there may
have been some excesses”?

My friend (no acolyte of the
Baath party) expresses his ab-
solute belief that if the FSA breaks
out of Homs, there will be “mas-
sacres”. The ethnic cleansing of
the Christians, then, the night-
mare that Assad evokes? And the
rumours that Syrian tanks use
heavy machine guns in cities but
growl around without shells for
their barrels - just in case they,
too, defect? Could it be that
shelling Homs is one thing, but
levelling it to the ground a much
more painful gamble of *will the
tank-crews defect or not™?
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REGIME USES
CAR BOMBS
AS DIVERSION,
REBELS SAY

SYRIAN DEATHTOLL 28

DAMASCUS « Twin car bombs tar-
geting security posts in Syria’s sec-
ond city of Aleppo Kkilled at least 28
people on Friday, as rebels accused
the regime of launching the attacks
as a diversion.

The explosions came as troops
backed by tanks advanced on pock-
ets of resistance in the battered and
besieged protest hub of Homs, and
heavy security deployments nation-
wide thwarted planned protests
against the regime’s ally, Russia.

The powerful mid-morning blasts
ripped through the northern com-
mercial hub, also wounding 235
people, said state television, which
broadcast gruesome footage.

Mangled bodies were shown in
pools of blood outside rows of shat-
tered buildings and piles of rubble
strewn across a broad avenue. Sol-
diers and children were among those
killed.

State television called the bomb-
ings, the first in Aleppo since the
uprising against President Bashar
al-Assad’s regime erupted almost a
year ago, the work of “armed terror-
ist gangs.”

It said a “suicide bomber in a car
packed with explosives” had attacked
a police station, flattening a nearby
food distribution centre. The second
targeted an intelligence base.

The rebel Free Syrian Army blamed
the government for the attacks.

“This criminal regime is ... carry-
ing out bomb attacks in Aleppo to
steer attention away from what it is
doing in Homs, Zabadani and else-
where,” said its spokesman, Colonel
Maher Nouaimi.

Several people interviewed on
television denounced Turkey and
Qatar for not standing by the regime
as it seeks to put down the revolt.

“Is this the freedom they want?”
asked one angry man, holding up a
severed arm and referring to those
leading the protest movement.

Aleppo has been largely spared the
unrest that has rocked Syria since
last March and killed more than
6,000 people, say rights groups.

In central Syria, tanks stormed the
Inshaat district in Homs overnight
as troops launched a house-to-house
sweep to crush regime opponents,
said Rami Abdel Rahman of the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights.

Inshaat is next to Baba Amr dis-
trict, which has been subjected to a
withering assault by regime forces
since Saturday that has killed more
than 450 people, activists say.

In addition to those killed in Alep-
po, the Observatory said another 44
people died across Syria Friday — 28
civilians, nine soldiers and seven
deserters.

Security forces deployed heavily
outside mosques nationwide, firing
on worshippers in some areas to pre-
vent protests denouncing Russia’s
steadfast support for the Assad re-
gime, activists said.

“Demonstrations broke out in
various parts of the country, but they
were small in numbers because of the
heavy deployment of army and secur-
ity forces as well as the cold weather,”
Mr. Abdel Rahman said.

Internet-based activists had urged
protests under the banner of “Russia
is killing our children.”

But Moscow said Syria’s oppos-
ition “bears full responsibility” for
the ongoing violence, while accusing
the West of pushing regime oppon-
ents into armed conflict.

Arab and Western governments
have so far resisted mounting calls
for military aid to the outgunned and
outnumbered rebels in Syria.

Robert Ford, the U.S. ambassador
to Syria, posted declassified photo-
graphs on his Facebook site that
Washington said shows an army at-
tacking a civilian area of Homs.

Victoria Nuland, a U.S. State De-
partment spokeswoman, said the
“declassified U.S. national imagery”
shows the destruction of the city.
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There are alternatives
to military action

by AMIR TAHERI

In the opinion of the Obama ad-
ministration, the United States has
run out of options on Syria. In other
words, the Russian and Chinese ve-
toes of a resolution backing the
Arab League peace plan last week
at the United Nations must be re-
garded as a licence for the Ba’athist
regime to continue massacring the
Syrian people.

To be sure, the double veto represents
a failure of international diplomacy.
However, as is often the case, that failure
also contains an opportunity.

By going to the UN, the US and its Eu-
ropean and Middle Eastern allies under-
lined their desire to play multilateral di-
plomacy at the highest level. Thus, re-
sponsibility for the failure rests with Rus-
sia and China. They said no to the only

peace formula on the table — without
offering an alternative. Then, Russia
pushed cynicism to the limits by sending
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov to Da-
mascus to demand that President Bashar
al-Assad do what the vetoed resolution
had demanded: Hand over power to one
of his two vice presidents.

So, what can the US do now?

First, Washington should reassert sup-
port for the Arab League’s peace formula
(which is also endorsed by the European
Union and Turkey).

The US should also highlight the threat
that the Syrian situation poses for re-
gional peace. Turkey, Iraq, Lebanon and
Jordan are directly affected by the crisis.
Several Arab countries in the Gulf are in-
directly affected by the arrival of a grow-
ing number of Syrian refugees. In time,
the Syrian crisis could destabilize a large
part of the Eastern Mediterranean.

Next, the US should endorse a Fran-
co-British move to return to the UN Se-
curity Council with a new draft resolu-
tion based on the Arab League’s peace
formula. British Foreign Secretary Wil-
liam Hague is right in suggesting that

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



the extent of Arab anger prompted
by last week’s veto might persuade
Russia and China not to veto a second
time.

A delegation of the Syrian pro-de-
mocracy opposition should also be in-
vited to the Security Council to present
evidence of the latest massacres, nota-
bly in the besieged city of Homs.

Outside the diplomatic arena, the US
could initiate (or participate in) a num-
ber of other moves.

With enough logistical support, a
number of “reception points” could be
set up close to Syrian borders to re-
ceive refugees and ferry food and med-
ication to cities attacked by Assad.

Syrianrevolutionaries, after all, are
already in control of Zabadani close to
the Lebanese border, and could seize
control of Dera’a on the Jordanian fron-
tier. Embryonic “safe havens” already
exist in Lebanon and Jordan. And Tur-
key has created three such “reception
points” onits border with Syria, cater-
ing for over 20,000 Syrian refugees.

A number of Iraqi tribes have also set
up facilities to receive Syrian refugees,
often from Sunni tribal groups related
to them.

Such facilities could be re-organized,
expanded and protected under the UN
flag without a Security Council resolu-
tion. (The UN has similar facilities in
22 countries across the globe.)

The US could also help stop the flow
of arms to Assad by providing satellite
intelligence to the governments of Tur-
key, Irag, Greece and Cyprus, countries
used by Iran and Russia to ferry guns
to Damascus.

In the past three months, Turkey has
stopped two arms shipments from Iran
to Syria, thanks to tip-offs from lorry
drivers. However, bearing in mind that
tens of thousands of trucks from Iran
pass through Turkey each month, spot-
ting military cargos is not easy.

The Obama administration has al-
ways been understandably nervous
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about military intervention. However,
the alternative to military intervention
is not surrender.

Britain and France are studying plans
for helping the Syrian Free Army ob-
tain weapons needed to defeat Assad’s
forces in battles in urban areas. Better
armed, the SFA could attract a larger
number of defectors from the Assad
camp. Syrian sources tell me that whole
units are ready to “switch sides” if they
are assured of securing the arms
needed for “making a difference.”

AsTIunderstand it, Turkey is deter-
mined to remain in the lead in efforts
to end the Assad regime. Visiting
Washington last week, Turkish Foreign
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu informed
administration officials of his country’s
“deep concern” about allowing Assad
to hang on to power by killing people.
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan is even prepared to take mili-
tary action, Ankara sources tell me.
And several Arab countries — most no-
tably Jordan, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Qatar — have indi-
cated they would support a Turkish
military initiative.

Assad’s strategy is based on the as-
sumption that his opponents and the
Western democracies would shy away
from the prospect of a long conflict.
Support from Iran and Russia has en-
couraged him in his defiance. However,
despite appearances, that support is far
from firm.

As opportunist powers, Iran and
Russia would not be prepared to pay
the full price needed to prolong a Syr-
ian regime that, deep down, neither
really likes. Iran and Russia will back
Assad only as long as they believe
that the Western democracies and
their regional allies might throw in
the towel.

Thus, the US must make it clear
that it is in this one for keeps — for
as long as it takes the Syrian people
to liberate themselves.
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JOEL BRINKLEY Foreign matters

Russia, China see

their fates

reflected in Syrian turmoil

It’s no surprise that on the very day Russia insisted it would not support a U.N. resolution calling for an
arms embargo on Syria, the state also announced that it will continue selling Syria vast quantities of arms
and ammunition, used to kill thousands of protesters.

“As of today, there are no restrictions on our delive

'y of weapons,” Anatoly Antonov, Russia’s deputy de-

fense minister, said at a news conference. “We must fulfill our obligations, and this is what we are doing.”

Maybe Russia faces no legal restric-
tions, but what about plain, simple
morality? On the day Antonov spoke,
Syrian exile groups reported that gov-
ernment forces shot and killed more
than 60 people during an attack on a
Damascus suburb — almost certainly
firing Russian bullets. Russia is Syria’s
principal arms supplier.

Almost the entire world wants to see
Syrian President Bashar Assad thrown
out of office — every nation save for
Russia, China and a few other states
like India that revel in being contrary.

It obviously matters little to these
countries that Assad, who has now
slaughtered more than 6,000 of his
own citizens, is indisputably guilty of
massive crimes against humanity. By
Tuesday, UNICEF announced, at least
400 Syrian children have been killed.

On Feh. 4, Russia and China vetoed a
U.N. Security Council resolution
drawn up by the Arab League, not the
Western nations the two states so re-
sent — calling for an end to the carnage
and urging Assad to step down. The
vote was 13-2 — on the bloodiest day
since the uprising began. Syrian troops
massacred more than 200 people.

Why are both Russia and China so
intent on blocking the world’s effort to
stop Syria’s Pol Pot? As William
Hague, the British foreign secretary,
put it: “We have between 30 and 100
people being killed violently, every d:
We have the torture and abuse of h
numbers of people, including childre
How many people need to die before
the consciences of world capitals are
stirred?”

All of that “for a little rotten dicta-
tor,” Leon Aron, director of Russian
studies at the American Enterprise
Institute, told me.

Tens of thousands of antigovernment

n.

Syrian President Bashar Assad (left) welcomes Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov to the presidential palace in Damascus on Tuesday.

protesters turned out Feb. 4 in Moscow
once again, in subzero weather, calling
for Prime Minister Vladimir Putin to
step down. These demonstrations have
become a regular feature of Russian life
since monitors discovered rampant
fraud in December’s parliamentary
elections.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

More and more often now, Russians
are repeating an old joke about Putin’s
“sovereign democracy” that goes like
this: What is the difference between
democracy and sovereign democracy?
It's the same as the difference between
a chair and an electric chair.

In China, meanwhile, angry Tibetans

are in open revolt. For years, the only
sign of their fury over continuing Chi-
nese occupation and religious repres-
sion had been two dozen Buddhist
monks who lit themselves on fire
including three more last week. Now
Tibetans are staging a full-blown upris-
ing. Chinese troops have killed at least
six people and wounded dozens more.
Today, Tibet is under undeclared mar-
tial law.

Like Assad, the autocrats in both
Russia and China are facing their own
popular revolts. Is it any wonder that
neither of them was willing to support
a U.N. resolution calling for rt
change? Both of them certainly fear
that, sooner or later, that sword will be
turned on them.

As it is right now, both Russian and
Chinese leaders sound just like Assad,
blaming others for the popular anger
over their own ugly repression. In
Damascus, Assad continues to loudly
proclaim that foreign-backed “terror-
ists” are responsible for the ferment
and death.

Xinhua, the state-run Chinese news
service, quoted a fore
spokesman saying: “Overseas forces for
Tibet independence have been fab-
ricating rumors and distorting the
truth to discredit” China.

And in Russia, a state-owned TV
station ran a documentary that accused
Michael McFaul, the new U.S. ambas-
sador, of paying protesters to take to
the streets. That tells me the leaders of
both countries are running scared. In
Syria, both Russia and China see re-
flections of themselves. Russia also
faces a more practical concern. Its arms
dealers have contracts with Syria worth
up to $6 billion, a Moscow-based secu-
rity institute reported recently. So An-
tonov, the deputy defense minister,
found himself stammering through
baseless circumlocutions as he tried to
explain that Syrian forces couldn’t
possibly be using Russian arms to
shoot protesters.

“We have agreements with Syria”
governing the permitted uses of weap-
ons, he protested. “This has been re-
corded in documentation.”

Shame on you.

© 2012 Jocl Brinkley

Joel Brinkley, a professor of journalism
at Stanford Unive s a Pulitzer
Prize-winning former foreign
correspondent for the N {
To comment, go to sfaate.com/chronicle
submissions/#1.




The Weekly Standard (USA)

the Democratic candidate, is gay, lib-
eral, and a zealous campaigner. Either
of the GOP candidates, former gover-
nor Tommy Thompson or ex-House
member Mark Neumann, could beat
her. When Neumann gave up his
House seat in 1998 to run (unsuccess-
fully) for the Senate, by the way, he was
replaced by Paul Ryan.

In Hawaii, Democrat Dan Akaka is
stepping down after three terms, and
there’s only one Republican with a real-
istic chance of winning his seat, former
governor Linda Lingle. Fortunately for
Republicans, Lingle is running. She
didn’t have to buck a Democratic tide

in a presidential year when she won the
governorship in 2002 and 2006. With
Obama, a native of Hawaii, leading the
ticket, she’ll have to overcome a strong
partisan headwind.

Where does this leave us? Duffy
projects a Republican gain of three
to six seats. The Rothenberg Report
says two to five. A year ago, I'd have
said four to seven. Today, three to six
seems about right, with emphasis on
the three. But my rule of politics is
that the future is never a straight line
projection of the present. In Novem-
ber, Republican prospects may look
better—or worse. .

Assad @axasofevl.

COEEY iowa

Leaked emails show Westerners truckling
to the Syrian regime. sy LEe SmiTH

hacked into Syria’s air defense sys-

tems and disabled them, as a pre-
lude to bombing a nuclear facility in
the Syrian desert. This vaunted cyber
exploit, it turns out, might not merit its
spectacular reputation. Last week, the
shadowy online activist group known
as Anonymous penetrated 78 email
accounts from Syria’s ministry of presi-
dential affairs and posted their contents
online. The hackers found that many
of the accounts, including that of the
allegedly computer-savvy Syrian presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, used one of the
world’s weakest passwords: 12345. So
much for Syrian cybersecurity.

The hacked emails are a downscale
version of the WikiLeaks cables. There
is little diplomatic sophistication. In
the fashion of third-world Arab nation-
alist bureaucracies, everyone addresses
everyone else as Your Excellency. One
Excellency kept a stash of porn in his

In the fall of 2007 Israel reportedly

Lee Smith is a senior editor
at Tue WEEKLY STANDARD.

email account, another Excellency
seems to have sexually harassed an
attractive Her Excellency. Not surpris-
ingly, many of the Excellencies are fix-
ated on Israel, and any story or—more
often—image that reinforces their
negative feelings is cc’d to a long list of
similarly obsessed Excellencies.

The Mossad was responsible for
9/11, writes Fawaz Akhras, the father of
Syrian first lady Asma al-Assad, and a
London physician. He emails a presi-
dential adviser to say that he has heard
his suspicions verified on BBC. The
unlucky recipient has to humor him;
yes, old man, for the better part of a
decade Syria has been telling anyone
who would listen that it was the Jews.

There are also few surprises regard-
ing the workings of the presidential
palace in Damascus. The place is run
by petty bureaucrats whose power rests
entirely on the willingness of others
to commit acts of terrorism—against
either Syria’s neighbors or their fel-
low Syrians—on their behalf. When
the Assad regime at last finds its back
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against the wall, these are not the sort
of figures who will be fighting it out
to the end. Rather, they will seek ref-
uge among the many foreign friends
they've made over the years—the jour-
nalists, businessmen, and politicians
who solicited their assistance in arrang-
ing an audience with President Assad.

For what is most interesting about
these emails is the picture they paint
of a sick and grasping Western elite,
the top echelon of an open society, that
came on bended knee to curry favor
with a dictatorship. Journalists from
the three major U.S. networks vied for
exclusive interviews with Bashar, even
as the slaughter of unarmed Syrian
civilians was under way. Other emails,
requests, and meetings preceded the
uprising that has cost more than 7,000
Syrians their lives. But even then
Assad’s reputation was well known. He
probably ordered the assassination of
Lebanese prime minister Rafik Hariri.
He turned Damascus International
Airport into a hub for foreign fighters
seeking passage into Iraq to kill US.
troops. This was the world leader that
American political figures wanted to
cozy up to.

The emails show that former Fan-
nie Mae CEO and Obama bundler
James A. Johnson and his wife Maxine
Isaacs dined out with Assad’s advisers.
And former U.S. ambassador to Israel
and Clinton White House official Mar-
tin Indyk tried to broker a meeting
between his old boss and Assad.

The regime’s gatekeeper is
Bouthaina Shaaban, a 58-year-old
media adviser to Assad. Anyone from
Western media or political circles who
wants to call on the dictator comes
through her. With a Ph.D. in Eng-
lish literature from Warwick Univer-
sity (she’s published on Shelley), she
started her political career as Hafez al-
Assad’s translator. In August 2011, the
former Fulbright scholar, who spent
her research year at Duke, was sanc-
tioned by the Treasury Department as
one of the “senior Assad regime offi-
cials who are principal defenders of
the regime’s activities.”

Shaaban’s email cache shows her
fine-tuned sense of status. When she’s
invited to speak at a panel in Ankara,
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her assistant requests two seats for
her since the flight offers neither first-
class nor business. When she finds
out she’s not scheduled to deliver the
keynote address, she directs her assis-
tant to cancel her appearance. Former
CBS anchor Dan Rather requests an
interview with Assad in October 2010
for his new HDNet show, but Shaa-
ban tells the Syrian ambassador to
the United States Imad Moustapha to
decline. “You mentioned in your letter
that the HDNet station has a limited
number of audience and therefore we
kindly ask you to apologize.”

Those journalists to whom Shaaban
granted access were best friends forever.
One exchange features Shaaban and
Alix Van Buren—who conducted an
interview with Assad for La Repubblica
—Dblowing cyber kisses to each other
across the Mediterranean. Who knows
what journalistic ethics are like in
Rome, but Van Buren’s editors may be
surprised to find that Van Buren con-
siders the interview a joint effort to get
the Syrian president’s message out to
the masses. “Did you notice that Char-
lie Rose practically copied our inter-
view from top to bottom,” Van Buren
writes in an ingratiating email from
May 2010. She thanks Shaaban (“you
and I, what a team!”) for the lovely
presents— Valentino perfume, a jewelry
box—and spares nothing in the way of
flattery. And yet eventually Van Buren
pushes her luck a little too far. She
writes Shaaban to request privileged
access for a colleague, Gad Lerner, who
is planning a trip to Damascus. Lerner,
as it turns out, is Jewish. Van Buren
furiously pleads his case—he is “inde-
pendent (i.e., doesn’t belong to any
lobby),” he has signed petitions against
Netanyahu, and Shabaan should ignore
the fact his signature is next to that of
Bernard-Henri Lévy—but the Syr-
ian apparatchik has to reject her dear
friend’s request. “Many of those signa-
tories,” Shaaban writes, “have indeed a
history of strong support for Israel, and
their long term aim is to serve the true
interests of Israel.”

American journalists flattered the
regime as well, but with less luck. In
November 2011, more than half a year
into the uprising, Brian Williams’s

producer at NBC wrote to request an
interview, as did Scott Pelley’s producer
at CBS’s Evening News a few weeks later.
With deaths mounting by the hour, it
was quite a feeding frenzy last fall. Bob
Simon’s producer at 60 Minuzes sought
an advantage. He reminded his Syrian
correspondent that “60 Minuses inter-
viewed President Hafez al-Assad back
in the 1970s.” After a few paragraphs
of boilerplate PR for his show (“For the
last 43 years, it has featured stories on
the most important newsmakers of our
time ... "), the producer signs off, “We
would be most honored to have Presi-
dent al Assad on our program.” God
only knows what Barbara Walters's
staff wrote to actually get her prized
interview with Assad in December—
those missives weren’t leaked.

The hacked emails show how
Assad’s advisers sought to prep him for
the Walters interview. Sheherazad Jaaf-
ari, a press attaché at the Syrian mis-
sion to the United Nations, and daugh-
ter of Syria’s UN. ambassador, Dr.
Bashar Jaafari, boasted of her research
into American media. Her advice was
to turn any accusations directed at
Assad back on American policymakers.
For instance, when asked about tortur-
ing civilians, Assad should remind the
viewing audience about Abu Ghraib,
and explain that “Syria doesn’t have
a policy to torture people, unlike the
USA, where there are courses and
schools that specialize in teaching
policemen and officers how to tor-
ture.” She contends that “the American
Psyche can be easily manipulated.”

I n fact, only a small number of Amer-
icans are susceptible to the Syrian
regime’s hamfisted propaganda, but on
the evidence of the emails, they never
needed to be manipulated.

“Dear Bouthaina, I hope this finds
you well,” writes Martin Indyk in
May 2010.

Some close friends of mine will be vis-
iting Damascus from May 25-29, for
tourism. However, they are influen-
tial people in Washington and I think
that you and Walid [presumably Walid
Mouallem, Syrian foreign minister]
would benefit from meeting them
and they would certainly benefit from
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meeting both of you. Jim was Chief of
Staff to Vice President Walter Mondale
in the Carter Administration. He has
also served as Chairman of the Brook-
ings Institution. I have appended his
resume so that you will get a fuller pic-
ture. Put simply, he is very influential
in the Obama White House and in the
Democratic Party.

Jim, or James A. Johnson, was an
Obama bundler who was also part of
the vetting committee for Obama’s
vice president. The Wikipedia entry
appended to the email explained
that Johnson withdrew “when it was
reported that he had received loans
directly from Angelo Mozilo, the CEO
of Countrywide Financial, a company
implicated in the U.S. subprime mort-
gage crisis.” The entry also shows that
Johnson was the CEO of Fannie Mae
when it “improperly deferred $200 mil-
lion in expenses. This enabled top exec-
utives, including Johnson ... to receive
substantial bonuses in 1998.” Who
knows why Indyk included a record of
Johnson's misdeeds. Maybe he was just
trying to put Shaaban at ease—Johnson
wasn't one of these self-righteous Wash-
ington crusaders, but someone with
plenty of political enemies of his own,
just like the regime in Damascus.

It was Johnson's wife, Maxine Isaacs,
who later thanked Shaaban for the hos-
pitality in Damascus:

Dear Bouthaina,

I can’t thank you enough for the
fun, interesting and most memorable
dinner last night. We had a wonderful
time and are most grateful to you for
taking time from your incredibly busy
schedule to spend it with us. We loved
the restaurant and will never forget the
megnificent [sic] view of your magnifi-
cent city. We all hope one day to have
the privilege of returning your hospi-
tality in Washington and Los Angeles.
Again, with thanks....

Sincerely, Maxine Isaacs,

Lecturer on Government,

Associate, Shorenstein Center on
the Press, Politics and Public Policy,

Harvard University

Shaaban replies in kind to the Har-
vard lecturer:

It only goes to show that it is not very
difficult to make the world a better
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place for every one. We have been try-
ing, and I am now even more inspired
to continue. Please stay in touch and
come back again for a longer vacation.

Indyk’s efforts to get President
Clinton to visit Damascus in Novem-
ber 2009 came up empty. He wrote
Shaaban about a delegation of U.S.
officials that he was taking to Jerusa-
lem for the annual Saban Forum of the
Brookings Institution, where Indyk
is the director of the foreign policy
program, and he proposed a stop in
Damascus along the way: “I'm sure
you will agree that first hand exposure
to the views of President Assad—espe-
cially before they hear the views of the
Israeli leadership—would do much to
enhance their understanding of Syr-
ia’s approach to strategic issues in the
region at a critical moment.”

Not surprisingly, Shaaban was
receptive, as was her boss. “I am glad
to let you know that President Assad
also welcomed the idea of receving [sic]
President William Clinton and the
accompanying delegation.”

A month later, Indyk explains to
Shaaban that Clinton has decided not
to go to Damascus. Shaaban then takes
her revenge. She writes that Indyk’s
delegation will not meet with Assad;
nor will they even enjoy the privilege
of meeting with Shaaban or Foreign
Minister Walid Mouallem. It’s not
clear if Clinton backed out—perhaps
sensing that a meeting with Assad,
after he’d already met with North
Korea’s Kim Jong Il, was a fasttrack
to Jimmy Carterdom—or if Indyk had
invoked the possibility of the former
president’s participation to get access
for the rest of the group.

In any case, among all the Ameri-
cans who wanted comity with the Syr-
ian regime, it would be unfair to single
out Indyk for censure. He has long
been an advocate of the Syria-Israel
track of the peace process. And yet he
was sensible enough to back off in the
aftermath of the Hariri assassination,
when the Bush administration, along
with France and Saudi Arabia, isolated
Assad. In attempting to set up a meet-
ing between Clinton and the Syrian
president, he was probably respond-
ing to the new dynamic put in place by

the Obama administration. The White
House wanted to engage the Syrians,
and Indyk wanted a piece of the action.

The fact remains that long before
Bashar al-Assad turned his army,
security services, and paramilitary
gangs against Syrian civilians, long
before the death toll climbed into the
thousands, the blood on his hands
was there for anyone with eyes to see.
Damascus supported Hezbollah and
Hamas, which committed terrorism
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against Israel; it waged a campaign of
assassinations and bombings against
Lebanon’s beleaguered democrats; it
supported insurgents in Iraq who tar-
geted American troops.

In spite of all that, Americans who
should have known better petitioned
this bloody regime for favors and
friendship. With its policy of engaging
Assad, the Obama White House set the
tone: It is small wonder the administra-
tion has no policy to get rid of him. ¢

Polarization and
the Independents

An ever smaller number of swing voters
will decide the presidential election. By Jay Cost

ate last month, Gallup pub-
Llished a summary of President

Obama’s job approval ratings
for 2011. The polister’s findings were
stunning: Eighty percent of Demo-
crats approved of the president’s per-
formance through 2011, as did just 12
percent of Republicans. The difference
between these two numbers—Gallup
calls it the “party gap”™—was a whop-
ping 68 points.

This is not a novel development. Of
the 10 largest party gaps in the poll’s
storied history, 8 have occurred dur-
ing the Obama and George W. Bush
presidencies. Indeed, we have seen a
very strong party gap in recent presi-
dential elections as well. Obama won
89 percent of Democrats and 9 percent
of Republicans in 2008, for a party gap
of 80 points; the party gap for Bush
in 2004 was 82 points. This is a stark
shift from relatively recent political
history. Richard Nixon’s party gap in
1972 was 54 points; Jimmy Carter’s
in 1976 was 69 points; Ronald Rea-
gan's in 1984 was 67 points; and even
Bill Clinton’s in 1996 was 71 points.

Jay Cost is a staff writer at
THE WEEKLY STANDARD.

How do we account for this increas-
ing polarization? Much of it has deep
roots. From roughly the time of the
Civil War to the Great Depression, the
two parties were strictly regional coali-
tions built not on grand ideological
divisions but on old antipathies from
the battlefield. The Democrats usually
won the South and the big Northern
cities, while the Republicans typically
won most everything else. This meant
that both parties had liberals and con-
servatives in their ranks. Consider, for
instance, the tumultuous decade of the
1910s. The Democrats had in their
coalition conservative Tammany Hall
and the borderline radical William
Jennings Bryan; the Republicans had
Nelson Aldrich, the machine boss of
Rhode Island, and Robert La Follette,
the premier progressive of Wisconsin.

This all began to change in the
1930s, when FDR worked to rebuild
the Democratic party as a progressive
coalition. Roosevelt destroyed Tam-
many Hall in favor of Fiorello LaGuar-
dia, a nominal Republican and strong
progressive. However, FDR could not
complete the ideological realignment

he began, failing to curb the power of
the Southern conservatives within his
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Iran helping Syria
sidestep sanctions,
documents prove

Tehran has given Assad more than
$1b in effort to overcome oil embargo

By Barak Ravid

Iran has been helping Syr-
ia bypass the international
sanctions imposed on it for
massacring civilians, ac-
cording to documents from
the Syrian president’s office
obtained by Haaretz.

The documents show
that Iran has given the Syr-
ian regime more than $1
billion, which would help it
overcome the oil embargo
and other moves including
restrictions on flights and
sanctions against the central
bank.

The documents were
leaked following a cyber-at-
tack by hackers known as
Anonymous against the e-
mail server of the Syrian
president’s office. Seventy-
eight employees in President
Bashar Assad’s office had
their e-mail hacked. One of
these accounts belonged to
the minister of presidential
affairs, Mansour Azzamy; it in-
cluded two documents signed
by him that dealt with rela-
tions between Syria and Iran.

The two documents were
authored two months ago and
detail discussions by senior
Iranian delegations visiting
Syria. The documents are
written in ambiguous lan-
guage and only in a number
of places do they detail ways
Syria would be aided to by-
pass sanctions. The docu-
ment repeatedly refers to
Syria's wish to “learn from
the Iranian experience in
this area.”

The United States, Tur-
key, the European Union, the
Arab League and other coun-
tries have imposed severe
sanctions on Syria due to the
regime’s attacks on civilians.
As part of the sanctions, all
Arab League members have
ceased contact with the Cen-
tral Bank of Syria, and com-
mercial flights from Arab
countries to and from Syria
have stopped. The European

Union has imposed an oil em-
bargo on Syria.

Around 20 percent of Syr-
ia’s gross domestic product
derives from oil sales, with
90 percent of Syrian oil being
exported to the EU.

On December 8, Azzam
sent Assad and other senior
figures a document entitled
“Memo on the visit of the
Iranian delegation to Syria.”
The delegation included 10
senior members of the office
of President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad, and representa-
tives of the Central Bank of
Iran and other Iranian min-
istries. The delegation met
with Syrian Prime Minister
Adel Safar, the head of the
Syrian central bank, and the
ministers of finance, trade
and oil.

As a result of the distur-
bances around the country
and the sanctions, the Syr-
ian regime is undergoing an
economic crisis. The regime
needs revenue, in part to pay
the armed forces and the
gangs of thugs - the Shabiha
- it uses against the demon-
strators. It also needs to pay
the salaries of the tens of
thousands of officials whose
loyalty is vital.

According to the document
authored by Azzam, the Ira-
nian delegation announced
that it has allocated $1 billion
so Iran could buy basic sup-
plies from Syria. Most of the
items are very basic and in-
clude meat, poultry, olive oil
and fruit. It is unclear if Iran
actually needs these items or
if this is a way to pump up
the Syrian economy.

In parallel, the Iranians
agreed to export to Syria fer-
tilizer and raw materials for
the petrochemical industry;
it would spread out payments
over a long period.

The Iranian delegations
also discussed ways the Syr-
ians could bypass the em-
bargo on oil exports. The
Iranians, who have large pe-

troleum deposits, promised
to examine the purchase of
150,000 barrels of oil from
Syria per day for a year “to
use it domestically or resell
it to others.” This way Syria
would be able to continue to
export oil despite the sanc-
tions.

In return, Iran would sup-
ply Syria spare parts for the
petroleum industry that are
hard to come by due to the
sanctions.

The document also shows
that the two countries dis-
cussed ways to bypass sanc-
tions on flights and air cargo.
Turkey, for example, has
closed its airspace to aircraft
traveling to or from Syria,
and most Syrian flights can-
not land in most airports in
Europe and the Arab world.

One option discussed is the
creation of a hub in Iran for
Syrian aircraft, bypassing
the current hub in the United
Arab Emirates. The Iranians
also offered to service Syr-
ian Air’s planes.

The Iranians also proposed
the creation of an air-and-
ground corridor for transfer-
ring goods to and from Iran.
This would be done through
Iraq, bypassing Syria.

As for banking, they dis-
cussed setting up a joint
bank for transferring money
through Russia and China,
which are not taking part in
the international sanctions
against Syria and Iran.

“Iran has promised to re-
lay to Syria its know-how on
ways for transferring funds
from the country abroad and
back, based on the experi-
ence Iran has accumulated in
this field,” it says.

The second document, dat-
ed December 14, 2011, states
that “the central banks of
Syria and Iran agreed to use
banks in Russia and China
to ease the transfer of funds
between the two countries,
in view of the current condi-
tions in Syria and Iran.”
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Reprise des affrontements entre
pro et anti-Assad a Tripoli,

'armée se déploie en force

Des affrontements armés ont
opposé hier a Tripoli des hom-
mes armés de deux quartiers
rivaux, Bab el-Tebbaneh et
Jabal Mohsen, I'un soutenant
le régime du président syrien
Bachar el-Assad et l'autre le
contestant. Les incidents ont
fait quatre blessés civils, dont
Jihad Mohammad Sabeh qui
se trouvait 2 Bab el-Tebbaneh,
Khaled Saydawi et Moham-
mad Ali Assad, ainsi que deux
blessés de I'armée qui s'est dé-
ployée sur les lieux.
elon des témoins sur place,
I'incidenta été provoqué lorsque
des habitants de Bab el-Tebba-
neh ont accroché, la veille, des
hotos de Bachar el-Assad sur
esquelles ils ont écrit « le bour-
reau » et planté des drapeaux de
I'Armée syrienne libre dans leur
guarﬁer. Les échanges entre les
eux parties ont commencé
hier dans I'aprés-midi aprés la
priére du vendredi, qui a été
suivie de deux manifestations
anti-Bachar en plusieurs en-
droits de la ville.

Une explosion, trés proba-
blement une roquette dlz gp
Energa, a été entendue a Bab
el-Tebbaneh dans 'aprés-midi.
Une autre a eu lieu entre le
quartier al-Saydeh et le marché
au blé Souk el-Kameh, tou-
jours a Bab el-Tebbaneh. Plu-
sieurs habitants du secteur ont
fui leurs domiciles. Les coups
de feu ont été entendus apres
Pexplosion des roquettes vers
15h15.

«Il'y a une trés importante

résence armée et des tirs dans
E quartier sunnite de Bab el-
Tebbaneh et celui, alaouite,
de Jabal Mohsen », a déclaré
a 'AFP une source au sein des
services de sécurité. « Une per-
sonne qui circulait en voiture a

proximité a été blessée par les
tirs », a-t-elle dit sous le cou-
vert de I'anonymat.

Elle a indiqué que I'armée
s'était déployée plus tot dans la
journée dans les deux quartiers
mais qu'elle avait fini par se re-
plier gans une rue séparant ces
deux secteurs. « Deux soldats
ont été blessés dans les affron-
tements », a encore dit cette
source.

Un responsable du Parti ara-
be démocrate alaouite, Abdel
Latif Saleh, a démenti les in-
formations selon lesquelles des
éléments du parti ont tiré en
premier, soulignant la volonté
des alaouites de se conformer
aux directives de 'armée.

Sitot apres le déploiement de
la troupe, celle-ci a demandé
aux deux parties rivales de re-
tirer les armes afin de permet-
tre aux soldats de se redéployer
dans les deux quartiers. Selon
P'Agence nationale de !l'infor-
mation, 'armée a riposté aux
tirs. Clest ce que confirme un
habitant de Tripoli qui a af-
firmé a L’Orient-Le Jour que
'armée a réagi cette fois-ci ?er-
mement et avec détermination,
contrairement aux précédents
déploiements dans ce quartier
névralgique ol elle ménageait
les deux parties.

En soirée, les échanges de
coups de feu devaient repren-
dre de plus belle, alors que I'ar-
mée s'est déployée tout le long
de la rue d:gyrie qui sépare les
deux quartiers. Une roquette
est tombée en soirée dans la lo-
calité de Zahiriya.

Plusieurs contacts politiques
ont été effectués pour mettre fin
aux affrontements. De Paris ot
il se trouve, le Premier minis-
tre, Nagib Mikati, est entré en
contact avec le commandant en

Manifestation massive hier contre les massacres @ Homs, a Tripoli.

chef de 'armée, le général Jean
Kahwagi, 2 qui il a demandé de
prendre les mesures nécessaires
pour juguler les incidents et ra-
mener le calme dans la ville.

Le chef de I'Etat, Michel
Sleiman, a appelé la troupe et
les forces de l'ordre qui se trou-
vent sur le terrain 2 faire preuve
de fermeté et a réprimer les
fauteurs de troubles, insistant
sur la nécessité pour les habi-
tants des deux quartiers de se
conformer aux directives de
'armée et des forces de l'ordre
en vue de ramener le calme.

Le ministre de la {eunesse
et des Sports, Faycal é,
a dénoncé les incidents qui,
a-t-il dit, « coincident avec les
craintes formulées a propos de
certains plans suspicieux vi-
sant A transformer la ville de

Tripoli en une aréne sur fond
de crise syrienne ». Selon lui,
le Liban deviendrait ainsi une

late-forme 2 partir de laquelle
ge dédencher:ip?:"tt desaqguer—
res civiles qui sétendraient a
toute la région. Et le ministre
d’en appeler aux forces de l'or-
dre qu'il a invitées & ceuvrer en
vue de enir 3 un réglement
solide Egnw de faire écﬂc ala
discorde.

Pour sa part, le chef du
conseil de commandement
du mouvement islamique al-
Tawhid, cheikh Hachem Min-
kara, a regretté les incidents de
Tripoli qui sont, selon lui, « un
moyen dattiser la discorde ».
Le dignitaire sunnite a refusé le
principe de transposer au Liban
la crise syrienne.

Le député du courant du
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Futur, Khaled Zahraman, a in-
diqué dans un entretien que les
réunions se poursuivent afin de
prévenir tout dérapage a Tri-
poli aussi bien qu'au -la
espéré que la voix des « sages »
puisse étre plus entendue que
celle des fauteurs de troubles,
mettant en garde contre les
risques de zizanie. « A Tombre
des dangers qui nous guettent,
nous devons étre prudents et
tabler sur le dialogue comme
moyen de consolider la scéne
libanaise », a-t-il dit.

En soirée, on devait appren-
dre qu'une réunion a groupé, au
domicile du député Moham-
mad Kabbara, les parlementai-
res de la ville avec leur collegue
Ahmad Karamé, dépéché par
le Premier ministre, et plusieurs

notables de Tripoli.
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Syria risks replicating role
played by Lebanon in 1980s

Cautious interest
grows in a military
intervention to break
cycle of violence

By Nicholas Blanford
The Daily Star

BEIRUT: When the uprising against
the regime of Syrian President Bashar
Assad took hold in March last year, it
was defined initially as a confrontation
pitting peaceful democracy-inspired
protesters against a corrupt and scle-
rotic autocracy. Nearly a year later and
withmore than 5 400 people dead, the
struggle is shaping into an Sunni-led
insurgency against an entrenched
Alawite elite.

The rebel Free Syrian Army has
claimed responsibility for a growing
number of attacks against the regular
Syrian army in recent weeks, winning
popular support on the ground, stealing
the spotlight from a fractious exiled
political opposition and helping trans-
form the confrontation into an armed
conflict. Today, it is the FSA, not the
bickering civilian political opposition,
that is defining the direction of the
struggle against the Assad regime.

The failure to reach an internation-
al concensus at the United Nations
Security Council last Saturday has
dashed hopes for now of a diplomatic
solution to the worsening crisis in Syr-
ia. While the U.S., Russia, Europe,
Turkey and Arab states scramble to try
and revive the diplomatic track, there
is growing — albeit cautious — interest
in exploring the possibility of a mili-
tary solution to break the impasse.

A direct Western-led military inter-
vention is being discounted for now.
But Western and Arab countries are
mulling an option of military support
forthe FSA in the hope thata campaign
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of attrition will wear down the regular
Syrian forces and eventually under-
mine the Assad regime. The notion is
already winning public support in
Washington. U S. senators Joe Lieber-
man and John McCain have both called
for some level of support to be given
the FSA, while Republican presiden-
tial nominee Newt Gingrich has rec-
ommended “supplying weapons™ and
providing the necessary backing to the
Syrian opposition. It is rumored — but
not proven —that Qatar already may be
suS?lying funds and weapons to the
FSA. One report suggested that the
Qataris are ready to supply Milan anti-
tank missiles to the opposition once a
reliable channel has been found to
smuggle the weapons into Syria.

Still, any Western or Arab military
support for the ill-equipped FSA
almost guarantees a prolongation and
intensification of a conflict that
already has killed several thousand
people and brought the country close
to the brink of a sectarian civil war.

“Tunderstand the moral outrage that
has led some to demand military inter-
vention. But few simple military solu-
tions present themselves,” said Andrew
Exum, a military analyst at the Wash-
ington-based Center for a New Ameri-
can Security and author of the Abu
Mugawama counterinsurgency blog.

Still, there is little international
appetite to replicate last year’s NATO
mission in Libya which helped topple
Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi.

A Western intervention in Syria —
even if limited to setting up no-fly
zones or safe havens — poses far
greater challenges than in Libya. Syr-
1a’s population density is almost 30
times greater than that of Libya and is
mainly packed into a handful of cities,
which increases the risk of civilian
casualties. The Syrian army is five
times larger than the former Libyan
army under Gadhafi and much better
equipped. Although most of Syria’s

anti-aircraft missile systems are age-
ing orobsolete, its air defense network
issufficiently large to pose achallenge
to Western aircraft seeking to destroy
them prior to policing a no-fly zone.
The recent transfer from Russia to Syr-
ia of supersonic P-800 Yakhont anti-
ship missiles would represent a grave
threat to an amphibious task force off
the Syrian coast.

“The Syrians will almost certainly
resist any intrusion into their sover-
eignty, so to execute either a NFZ [no-
fly zone] or safe haven would mean a
fairly extensive air war to reduce Syr-
ian air defenses,” Exum said. “We
should also note that any such air ofper-
ations would take place in some of the
most militarily and politically sensi-
tive airspace on Earth.”

Syria sits at the nexus of several
volatile geopolitical fault lines in the
Middle East. The looming fate for Syr-
ia is that it could replicate the role
played by Lebanon in the 1980s — a
country beset by civil wars and subject
to refional and international meddling.

“Syria is already an arena for proxy
competition between Saudi Arabiaand
its allies and [rival] Iran and its allies,”
said Aram Nerguizian, a military ana-
lyst with the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington
and author of a report published in
December on the risks of military
intervention in Syria. “Anything that
would involve direct Western inter-
vention would be deeply destabilizing
at the regional level.’

However, backing the Free Syrian
Army is seen by some as a more palat-
able alternative to direct intervention.
The FSA is composed of battalion-
sized units of deserters from the regu-
lar army and civilian volunteers. The
FSA’s hit-and-run guerrilla-style tac-
tics have helped it establish a few ter-
ritorial pockets, mainly in the northern
Idlib province, some districts of Homs
and in Zabadani near the border with

Lebanon. But it is lightly armed, suf-
fers from a shortage of weapons and
ammunition and lacks acohesive com-
mand and control structure. Further-
more, a dispute appears to have arisen
among senior opposition commanders.
On Monday, Gen. Mustafa Ahmad al-
Sheikh, the most senior officer to have
deserted the Syrian army, announced
the creation of the Higher Revolution-
ary Council to oversee military opera-
tions. But Col. Riad al-Assad, who
heads the FSA from Turkey, refuses to
recognize the new council. Col. Assad
founded the FSA in August last year,
but is unlikely to cede command just
because a more senior officer subse-
quently chooses to defect. By the same
token, a defecting general will not take
orders from a lowly colonel simply
because the colonel chose to join the
opposition ahead of him. Issues such as
these would have to be addressed
before foreign states would commit to
a program of support for the FSA.

Leadership disputes aside, turning
the FSA into a coherent military force
will require the “coordinated action by
the intelligence services of a coalition
of the willing,” said Jeffrey White, a
military analyst with the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy.

The FSA, he said, would need an
assured supply of arms and ammuni-
tion — especially anti-tank missiles —
secured means of communication,
advice on how to coordinate operations
across different regions of Syria, and
intelligence on Syrian army operations
and vulnerable military infrastructure.

“The intelligence services of the
US.,the UK., France, Turkey, Jordan
and other states in the region have the
know-how and capabilities to do these
kinds of things,” White said. *It would
be important to have cooperation from
one or more of the states bordering Syr-
ia, especially Turkey, in order to estab-
lish base facilities, training camps, sup-
ply routes and infiltration routes.”
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Iran and Turkey, divided interests over Syria

By Christopher Torchia
Associated Press

ISTANBUL: Turkey and Iran, regional
heavyweights and heirs to imperial
pasts, expanded trade in the past decade
and papered over their traditional rival-
ry with diplomacy and rhetoric. Now
these neighbors have staked out oppos-
ing positions in Syra, where outside
Blayers seek to sway an outcome to the

loodshed thatcould, in turn, alter pow-
er balances in the Middle East.

Iranian-Turkish tensions could grow
if regional efforts to end the violence
intensify as expected after Russia and
China vetoed a UN. resolution calling
for the ouster of Syrian President
Bashar Assad. Ankara wants him to
leave, while Tehran supports him. At
the same time, they want to preserve
warm ties that mask fundamentally dif-
ferent tactics and visions.

Turkey's willingness to clash over
Syria is likely to be tempered by
reliance on Iran for one-third of its oil
supplies, aswell asnatural gas, thathave
helped to power its impressive eco-
nomic engine. The Turks have also
sought to make mediation a centerpiece
of foreign policy, and that includes
hopes for a diplomatic solution to the
dispute over Iran’s nuclear program.

Turkey, NATO’s biggest Muslim
member, hosts the Syrian opposition
and has compared Assad, a former ally,
to Slobodan Milosevic, the ousted Ser-
bian leader whose war crimes trial was
interrupted by his death. Turkey’s for-
eign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, is in
the United States this week to coordi-
nate efforts to isolate the Syrian regime.

Even before the protests in Syria,
Turkish economic investments and oth-
er involvement there countered Iranian
influence, said Savas Genc, an associ-
ateprofessor of international relations at
Istanbul’s Fatih University. Now with
the region in turmoil, the two sides will
struggle to maintain their “constrained
friendship,” he wrote in an email.

Iran and Syria have remained
staunch friends, united in hostility
toward the United States and Israel,
and support for Hezbollah in Lebanon,
as well as the Hamas group in Gaza.

An Iranian official Wednesday said
in Damascus that Iran strongly supports
the Syrian government, and rejects

killing by any side as well as “foreign
interference” that he alleged was organ-
ized by the United States and Israel.

Hossein Amir-Abdollahiyan, Iran’s
deputy foreign minister for Middle East
and African affairs, dismissed allega-
tions that members of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard were fighting alongside
Syrian troops.

“Iran s itself committed not to inter-
fere in Syria’s affairs,and is at the same
time, rendering political, moral andeco-
nomic support to Syria,” he said.

Some Turkish officials have down-
played hints of discord with Iran, but
Bulent Arinc, Turkey’s deputy foreign
minister, exposed the frustration.

In ameeting with ruling party mem-
bers last weekend, Arinc accused Iran
of betraying religious principles in
what he described asits silence on Syr-
ia’s attempts to crush the uprising.

“Oh, the Islamic Republic of Iran!
You carry the word ‘Islamic’ in your
name, and I don’t know how worthy
you are [of that name], but did you

Turkey, NATO's biggest
Muslim member hosts
the Syrian opposition

utter a single sentence about the last
two days’ events in Syria?” he said.

The comment, cited by Turkey’s
Anadolu news agency, coincided with
a surge in attacks by Syrian forces on
the city of Homs. Arinc leveled simi-
lar charges against Iraq and Lebanon,
and said sarcastically: “What joy that
only Turkey felt this pain.”

Turkey has deviated from Western
positions, notably in its recent split
with former ally Israel, and in oppos-
ing sanctions against Iran over suspi-
cions that it is developing nuclear
weapons, a charge that the Iranians
deny. Trade between Iran and Turkey
reached $15 billion last year, and offi-
cials on both sides have said they are
aiming for twice that volume by 2015.

Yetmaneuvers over Syria threaten to
develop into a proxy contest for clout
in aregion convulsed since last year by
uprisings against authoritarian regimes.

“Even though Turkey has good rela-
tions with Iran, it’s obviously contend-
ing for greater influence within the

region,” said Julie Taylor, a political
scientist with the RAND Corporation,
a US .-based research center. “And if
there was a change of the Syrian gov-
ernment, you would have Iran’s influ-
ence in the region diminished.”

Another RAND expert, Fred
Wehrey, said Turkey had “sort of
thrown up its hands™ after its efforts to
persuade Assad to reform failed, and
that increased economic pressure on
Syria was likely on the agenda during
Davulo%lu’stri to Washington. He said
options for Turkey included the creation
of a “liberated zone” in northern Syria
and aid to the Syrian opposition, as well
as an alliance with Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf states to squeeze the regime.

The danger, analysts believe, is that
Iran could counter any aid to Syrian
army defectors by resupplying Syrian
forces, thereby escalating the conflict,
anda Sunni Muslim-dominated alliance
between Turkey and Gulf nations could
stir sectarian tensions. Iran is Shiite-led,
and Assad belongs to Syria’s minority
Alawites, a Shiite offshoot sect that has
stood firmly by him.

Ties between Iran and Turkey were
already showing cracks, partly over
Turkey’s decision to host a NATO
defense shield radar that would warn of
any Iranian ballistic missiles.

Hasan Ozturk, research coordinator
at the Wise Men Center for Strategic
Studies in Istanbul, said Turkey, initial-
ly optimistic, felt let down by setbacks
in joint projects involving oil explo-
ration and mobile communications, and
might slow its outreach to Iran.

Similarly, Ali Engin Oba, a retired
Turkish diplomat, said Turkey was a
“little bit fed up™ with Iranian policies
that hurt Turkey’s efforts to promote
regional cooperation and create *“a lot of
trouble for us with regard to our policy
withthe United Statesandalso Europe.”

Still, the two countries work to stay
cordial. This week, Iran said 11 Iran-
ian pilgrims abducted in Syria had
been freed with the help of “friendly
and influential” countries, and Turkey
confirmed it had secured their release
through contacts.

“Sometimes, there are differentcom-
ments on Turkish-Iranian relations, but
we have never lost contact on humani-
tarian issues,” Davutoglu, the Turkish
foreign minister, said on Turkey’s NTV.
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

AssSAD REGIME, PKK OUTDATED

CoLD WAR STRUCTURES’

ALl H. ASLAN WASHINGTON

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu has said Syria’s Assad
regime and the outlawed Kurdis-
tan Workers® Party (PKK) are “outdated
regimes and structures” from the Cold War
which will soon be eliminated.
“We wanted him [Assad] to be Syr-
ia’s Gorbachev, but he chose to be Syna’s
X TeX bP$ 3 PRedc glu, who gave a
speech on Thursday at George Washington
University comparing the parallels between
the events in Syria and the massacres car-
ried out by the former Serbian leader, Slo-
bodan Milosevic, in Bosnia during the ‘90s.
Davutoglu discussed the failure of
Assad’s regime and called for a “new world
order,” pointing out that Turkey wants to
be on the “right side” of history.
Davutoglu also reiterated Turkey’s
support for the recent political upheaval
in the Arab World. Linking the “Amb
awakening™ with an ongoing, regional
confrontation between Cold War struc-
tures and new, dynamic forces in sodety,
Davutoglu said if dictators think they can
resist change, they are “delusional.”
Adding that Turkey will not remain in-
different to the massacres in the region,
Davutoglu said, “To show that we support
and are in solidarity with the Syrian people,
Turkey wants to establish an international
platform to discuss the uneasy situation in
Syria.” Davutoglu also said that, with this
goal in mind, Turkey is currently reassess-
ing the situation in Syria in cooperation with
the Arab League. He is expected to raise the
same issues during official talks with the
United States administration on Monday.
Davutoglu also addressed questions from
Kurdish students from Turkey who were
present in the audience, saying each society
has intemal problems. While highlighting
that Kurds and Turks will solve it “shoulder
to shoulder,” Davutoglu described the PKK
as “an outdated, Cold War structure.”
Davutoglu added that no one in Tur-
key is in jail because of their identity,
taking the opportunity to point out that
some suspects are accused of organizing a
coup or supporting terrorist activities.

JRGE
WASHINGTON
UNTVERSITY

M Ahmet Davutoglu addressed an audience on Thursday atthe George Washington University, discussing the failure of the Assad regime and calling for a “newworld order.”

|

France supports Turkey’s proposal for int’l conference on Syria

After Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu’s state-
ment announcing that Turkey will not remain indif-
ferent to a massacre in its region and will create
an international platform to support the Syran
people, France gave a boost to Turkey's proposal
for an international conference on Syra.

In a press briefing held on Thursday, the

touch with his Turkish counterparts, primarily FM
Dawitoglu, and wants to end the current regime
in Syria, Valero said. In a speech at George Wash-
ington University, Davutodlu stated that Turkey
wants to set up an international platformtofind a
solutiontothe Syriacrisis. Tothat end, he is hold-

spokesperson for the French Foreign Ministry,
Bemard Valero, said that France Tur-

ing with several countries.
Backing Davutoglu’s statement, Valero em-
h that observers must be

key's proposal for an intemational conference on
Syria. French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe is in

able to act freely in Syria and hold all necessary
talks. The UN and the Arab League must facili-

tate the retum of international observers to Syr-
ia and make it possible for them to work in an
efficient way. Turkish AV Davutoglu is reported
to have discussed Syria via telephone during
his visit to gton. He had a teleph
meeting with Catherine Ashton, the European
Union High Representative for Foreign Policy.
During the meeting Davutoglu and Ashton dis-
cussed the developments in Syra and Ashton
invited Davutoglu to the next meeting of the Eu-
ropean Council for Foreign Relations.
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Russia, China complicit in
carnage inflicted on Syrians

By their double veto at the UN, they have chosen to back the Al Assad regime that is already wet spaghetti

By Fawaz Turki
Special to Gulf News

he adjectives (or perhaps they

were epithets) used to describe

it were vociferous and blunt,

rarely used in diplomatic par-
lance: the Syrian regime was identified
as barbaric, criminal, tyrannical, ge,
murderous and the rest of it, all intended
to point to a whole gamut of villany com-
mitted by a government that, for the last
11 months, has slaughtered, incarcerated
and tortured its own people.

Yet irrespective of the emotive language
resorted to by various diplomats at the
UN, it was clear from the outset that the
resolution that came up for a vote at the
Security Council last week, based on an
Arab League plan intended to halt the
bloodbath in Syria, would be still-born,
blocked as had been anticipated by the
double veto from Russia and China. The
act soon had grotesque consequences.
Bashar Al Assad’s regime took the veto as
a green light to crush the protesters.

Thus in the deadly assault on Homs,
regime forces have bombarded the city
indiscriminately, killing hundreds of men,
women and children. To date, close to
6,000 have been killed across the country,
with countless others imprisoned, tor-
tured and disappeared.

Given the horror, it is not surprising then
that the Security Council resolution re-

undmg yes’ vote from nations
in loc: s Western Europe
and North ‘\nn.m.l the African continent
and the Arab world, Latin America and
South Asia. Thirteen in all, with no absten-
tions. It is even less surprising that by cast-
ing a veto, in effect becoming complicit in
the carnage inflicted on the Arab people
of Syria by a regime inexorably headed to
the dust-bin of history, Russia and China
have lost a lot of friends in the Arab world
and beyond. Arabs, let's face it, will not for-
get who stood by them as they struggled
for freedom in the Arab Spring and who
opted to be on the wrong side of history,
backing two-bit dictators, autocrats and
lunatics. Meanwhile, Al A , along with

ceived 2

his cohorts, continue to live in a world of

fantasy, probably convinced that he could
duplicate what his late father, Hafez Al As-
sad, had done in Hama exactly 30 years ago
this month. The equally brutal Al Assad Sr
had at the time ordered his army and secu-

rity forces to conduct a scorched carth op-
eration in the city in order to quell a revolt
by the Sunni community there. As many
20,000, civilians were annihilated in a
matter of days. According to Robert Fisk,
the legendary British journalist, who re-
ported extensively on the massacre while
it was ongoing, and then wrote about it in
more harrowing detail in his book Pity the
Nation (1990), what happened in Hama in
the second week of February 1982 was “the
single deadliest act by an Arab government
against its own people in the modern Mid-
dle ". And it appears that Al Assad Ir
plans to outdo his dad in perfidy.

At the Library of Congress in W
ington, old issues of Tishreen, the ¢
state-owned newspaper, are readily avail-
able to researchers prepared to take the
trouble of hopping on a subway to Capitol
Hill station where this splendid institu-
tion is located. In one issue of Tishreen at
the time of the massacre, an editorialis
glibly explained away the dreadful events
in Hama by writing that the rebels were
“armed gangs and terrorists” (sound fa-
miliar?) who “pounced on our citizens

sh-

while sleeping in their homes and killed
whomever they could kill of women and

children ... driven like mad dogs by their
black hatred”. (If this is responsible jour-
nalism, I'm holding on to my day job.)

Hysteria and despair

Three decades later, another state-run
newspaper ominously vowed last Sun-
day (this from a secondary source in the
Washington Post, Feb 6) that “Damascus
will press its crackdown until stability
is restored”. And sure enough, by mid-
week, relentless rocket and mortar at-
tacks pounded Homs, creating, in the
words of a BBC correspondent on the
scene, “an atmosphere of hysteria and
despair” among the population.

What have Moscow and Beijing
wrought, entering the history books as
enablers of a regime that wantonly bom-
bards its own cities on its own citizens’
heads? Search me. What is clear is that
Russia and China, by their double veto,
have chosen to back a regime that is al-
ready wet spaghetti, inevitably doomed to
a fate similar to those sputtering, bombas-

DANA A, SHAMS/OGulf News.

tic regimes that had been given the boot
by their people in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya
and Yemen in recent months. By choos
to do that they have chosen an avoidance
of moral commitment, a crass abdication
from the claims and realities of history.

Then, as if to rub salt into the wound
— mere days after his government vetoed
a resolution that would have blocked the
regime in Damascus from continuing to
wage a full-scale war against its citizens
— Rus: n f()l‘t‘lL" lllll‘ll\hr S l""\.‘l La-
vrov, visited the Syrian capital and de-
clared with a straight face that the Syrian
government v completely committed
to the task of stopping the violence”. Say
what now, Comrade Sergei!

Fawaz Turki is a journalist, lecturer and
author based in Washington. He is the
author of The Disinherited: Journal of
a Palestinian Exile.
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Syria: Intervention by
process of elimination

This is a chance for stakeholders to commit to
removing it from its metaphorical resistance axis
and reorienting it with its neighbourhood

By MisHAAL AL GERGAWI
Special to Gulf News

fter Russia and China vetoed

the Syria resolution in the

United Nations Security Coun-

il (UNSC), Bashar Jaafari |
Syria’s ambassador to the UN, asked if it
made sense for a country (read regime)
to step up its campaign against its own
people on the eve of such a resolution.
He explained further, deducing that this
was proof that there indeed are militant
terrorist groups in Syria who are com-
mitting those crimes.

But the track record of the Syrian re-
gime’s army and iron grip over the state
raises serious questions of exactly how
such a group would be able to effectively
bombard the city of Homs with heavy
artillery and tanks for so many days un-
detected — these are not suicide bomb-
ers. What everyone at the UNSC seems
to agree on is that the death of civilians
munst stop; the latest LN esrimates place
the death toll above 6,000. So here is the
point: For the sake of thwarting the Syrian
argument, it doesn’t matter who's doing
the killing. If it is indeed the Syrian gov-
ernment then they've lost their legitima-
cv. And if it is the armed terrorists groups
that can shell Homs and more recently
Daraa days on end with the Syrian regime
helpless, then the latter’s legitimacy has
been lost on the grounds that it can no
longer maintain order, let alone protect
its own people.

In short, whether the regime and its
apologists (old Arab leftists, resistance
axis states, Hezbollah, Russia, China
etc) admit to its actually committing
those crimes against its own citizens or
not is irrelevant as long as they do admit
that such atrocities are taking place.

The world’s responsibility is to stop
the massacre of civilians. If the Syrian re-
gime wants to accuse a vague collective
of anti-Baath, Muslim Brotherhood and
pro-Israel terrorists so be it. But it should
also know that a regime that cannot stop
such a group, evidently with tanks and
heavy artillery, for 11 months has already
declared itself unable to maintain order,
let alone lead. This is no longer about a
blood detesting ophthalmologist-turned-
president by process of accidental frater-
nal elimination. This is about kids with
blown jaws but do not die for another
day, this is about children dying in their
parents’ funerals and others skinned and
beheaded. Syria is, both, the most politi-
cally entrenched and the most morally
demanding conflict we are yet to deal
with since the advent of the Arab Spring.
The question now is how do you deal
with an exponentially rising death toll
— the death toll in December was 5,000.

Complicating matters further, the
opposition groups are not completely
united. There is Burhan Galiou Tian
National Council (SNC), Hussain Abdul
Azim's Syrian National Coordination
Committee (NCC), the Free Syrian Army
(FSA), Free Officer Corps, the Muslim
Brotherhood, the Salafists, independent

Islamists and youth activists divided into
several national coalitions. There is still
the question of the Alawites themselves,
as well as the Shiite and Christian minor-
ities and Kurdish interests. Should the
Syrians miraculously succeed in toppling
the regime on their own, regional and in-
rernational plavers will do to Syria what
its Baathist regime, among others, did to
Lebanon. Left to their own devices, a civil
war among the Syrians seems inevitable.

Peace-keeping mission

Of course there are still some diplo-
matic tactics that must play out: the GCC
has expelled Syrian ambassadors last
week. There is still the recognition of the
SNC by the international community,
uniting the opposition around it and the
Friends of Syria pressure clique. Alas, the
comments of Sergei Lavrov, Rus for-
eign minister, after his visit to Syria that
Bashar Al Assad had promised him to end
bloodshed while the shelling of Daraa
and Homs continued paves the way for
military and political intervention.

And so because of all the above, I pro-
pose a long-term mission of military and
political intervention. It would begin
with a military intervention to topple
the regime, roughly along the lines of
what a fellow writer recently wrote in a
UAE newspaper about “Turkish-Jorda-
nian-GCC [ground troops], fighting the
regime on both northern and southern
fronts, with US and Nato air and intel-
ligence ground support.” In addition, 1
suggest simultaneously offering a general
amnesty with a deadline for the regime’s
military and civilian apparatus in return
for immediate defection, which would
likely hasten the implosion of the regime.

It would then require a peace-keeping
mission that would also be embedded
with observers to ensure Syrian people’s
own transition to a representative de-
mocracy (read guarantees about rights
of minorities) backed by a sustainable
economy. Arming the FSA or any other
opposition group at this point could lead
to the emergence of post-Al Assad mili-
tias; we've seen glimpses of this in Libya.
After Al Assad is toppled this would
lead to retributions that would eventu-
ally turn into a sectarian war, one that
is sure to have a regional fall out; think
Lebanon, Israel, Iran, Turkey and Jordan
just to name a few. This is a chance for
Svria’s stakeholders to comumit to remov-
ing it from its largely metaphorically re-
sistance axis and reorienfing it with its
neighbourhood. It is also one of those
rare cases where the long-term responsi-
bility of Syria's neighbours’ to its crisis is
driven by idealism and realism.

Mishaal Al Gergawi is an Emirati
current affairs commentator. You can

follow him on Twitter at www.twitter.

com/algergawi
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Al Qaida behind
bombings — report

Extremists said to be involved in Syria uprising

Washington (AFP) The
Iraqi branch of Al Qaida
carried out two recent
bombings in Damascus
and was likely behind
suicide bombings on Fri-
day that killed at least 28
people in the Syrian city
of Aleppo, McClatchy
Newspapers reported.
Citing unnamed US
officials, the newspaper
chain said the incidents
appeared to verify Syr-
ian President Bashar Al
Assad’s charges of Al
Qaida involvement in the
uprising against his rule.
The Syrian opposition
has claimed the Al Assad
regime staged the bomb-
ings to discredit the pro-

democracy movement,
the report said.

The first Damascus
attack was on Decem-
ber 23, when suicide
bombers detonated
cars packed with ex-
plosives outside intel-
ligence agency com-
pounds, killing at least
44 people. On January
6, at least 26 people
were killed and dozens
injured in a bombing
against a second com-
pound.

The Al Qaida pres-
ence in Syria also raises
the possibility that ex-
tremists will try to hi-
jack the uprising, the
newspaper said.
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Moscow's Assad mania

Confronting the US and Europe is at odds with Russia’s interests

GEOPOLITICS

Dmitri Trenin

wo senior Russian offi-

cials, Foreign Minister

Sergei Lavrov and

Mikhail Fradkov, the di-

rector of Foreign Intelli-
gence, have just been to Damascus.
Their mission was not to nudge
Bashar Al Assad from power and
offer him exile in Russia. Rather,
the talk was about dialogue with
the opposition, offering a referen-
dum on a new constitution, and
the Arab League resuming its “sta-
bilising” mission. Russia, for its
part, would stand firm alongside
China at the UN Security Council,
preventing a formal condemnation
of the Syrian regime, any outside
military intervention, or any sanc-
tions against it.

Coming so late in the game, the
attempt at reconciliation is bound
to fail. Syria’s civil war has de facto
begun, and it will not end soon.
America, Europe, Turkey and the
Gulf states have already given As-
sad a thumbs down.

But the Russian mediation might
have had a chance if Lavrov and
Fradkov had come to Damascus
last summer, or even last fall, and
kept coming in an exercise of shut-
tle diplomacy. Given Russia’s role
as Syria’s traditional backer and
arms supplier, Moscow might have
been more successtul as a peace-
maker than Ankara. Today, Lavrov
and Fradkov’s mission looks more
like a face-saving gesture.

Russia’s stance on Syria is often
explained in terms of Syria’s impor-
tance to Moscow. It is true that

Syria is positioned in the strategic
heart of the Middle East, and that
Moscow’s links to the Assad family
go back four decades.

None of'this, however, should be
exaggerated. Syria is not an ally;
Tartus is a naval resupply facility
rather than a naval base; and the
total value of Russia’s arms trade
with Syria during the previous de-
cade amounted to around $1.5 bil-
lion, which makes Damascus Mos-
cow’s seventh-largest client.

To understand Moscow’s atti-
tude to Syria, and the sources of'its
disagreement with the West and a
number of Arab states, one has to
take a broader view.

The Russian government is
openly conservative; it abhors rev-
olutions. This, however, is more
than a self-serving ideological
stance. When the Kremlin - or
Fradkov’s office - looks at the Arab
Awakening, they see democratisa-
tion leading directly to Islamisa-
tion. In their view, Syria’s uprising
could have even worse conse-
quences in terms of sectarian vio-
lence and the potential to affect the
country’s neighbours, particularly
Lebanon and Israel.

Revolutions are bad enough, in
the Kremlin’s view, but attempts to
interfere in other countries’ civil
wars can only make things worse.

The Russians appreciate that the
US and other Western powers
would only intervene militarily if
they could sustain zero losses
themselves, as in Libya. Syria, how-
ever, is a more difficult case. Arm-
ing the Free Syria Army and pro-
viding it with intelligence will not
be enough to prevail over Assad’s
forces. A prospect of a wider war
with Arab and Turkish participa-

tion looms on the horizon. Such a
war could only make sense if it
were the first act of a more serious
drama. Russians suspect that the
real reason for the West’s pressure
on Damascus is to rob Tehran of its
only ally in the region.
Behind the activity of the Gulf
States, particularly Qatar, in the
Syrian issue Moscow sees the rising
regional influence of Saudi Arabia,
Iran’s bitter rival in the region.

Turkey’s “neo-Ottoman” ambi-
tions are also playing a role. What
the Russians are most worried
about, however, is that Israel may
strike at Iran, dragging in the Unit-
ed States and thus precipitating a
major war with Iran sometime
this year.

Russian policy makers may have
a point or two when they discuss
other people’s policies. They need,
however, to step back and look at
their own.

Delivering arms into a country
going through civil war is damag-
ing, both politically and morally.
Confronting both America and Eu-
rope, even if Western policies are
misguided, is clearly at odds with
Russia’s wider interests. Telling
Qatar to shut up is not merely un-
diplomatic, but unwise. And openly
quarreling with Turkey and Saudi
Arabia has to be avoided.

To this, some would say that,
having lost $4 billion in Libyan
arms and other contracts and fac-
ing the prospect of losing an equal
amount in potential Syrian trade,
Moscow has no other choice but to
take a hard line. It will be a pity if,
at the end of the day, this
argument prevails.

Dmitri Trenin is Director of the
Carnegie Moscow Center
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Syrians in Dubai rally against Assad

His regime and its
violence denounced
by peaceful protesters

Carol Huang

DUBAI// About 1,000 Syrians gath-
ered near their consulate after Fri-
day prayers to protest against the
bloodshed in their home country.

Men stood atop cars leading
chants while the crowd waved Syr-
ian flags, beat drums and raised
signboards.

“God, Syria and freedom!” they
shouted as they cycled through
chants supporting the uprising
and denouncing President Bashar
Al Assad and his predecessor and
father, Hafez.

“Freedom - whatever it takes is
better than what we have now,”
read the placard of 26-year-old

Rama Imad, who came with her
husband and son.

The crowd demonstrated near the
consulate in Bur Dubai, which po-
lice had blocked off. Officers stood
behind the crowd for more thanan
hour before asking it to disperse.

Many Syrians present said they
had gathered in the arca several
times before, from as early as last
March when the uprising in the
country started. More than 5,400
people have died since then, the
UN estimated last month,

Yesterday's demonstration
drew the largest crowd by far, they
claimed, spurred by the siege of the
Syrian city of Homs.

Yasir Zeirs, 24, with a Syrian flag
draped around his shoulders, said
two friends of his were killed there
lastweek.

Protesters also expressed anger
at Russia and China, which last
week vetoed a UN Security Council
resolution calling on Mr Al Assad

to relinquish some of his powers.

“The people support the Free
Syrian Army!” the crowd chanted,
referring to the armed opposition
formed by army defectors and oth-
errebels. “Our souls and our blood
forHoms!"

“The Syrian people are one! One,
one, one!” they shouted.

“You can see people fromall over
Syria,” said Yamen, 34, who de-
clined to give his last name,

A man who gave his name as Abu
Abdulrahman brought his four
children to the event, saying it was
“for their freedom and their fu-
ture”. He said he had lived through
previous crackdowns, but that at
least today such violence could be
documented.

Many in the crowd held up their
mobile phones to capture images
ofthe event, though police on occa-
sion instructed some to stop. Resi-
dents nearby watched from their
balconies. The local authorities

had expected the crowds and ar-
rived carly yesterday morning, said
Maj Gen Mohammed Al Mansour,
the general manager of protective
security and emergency for Dubai
police.

A few dozen men in uniform, riot
gear and plainclothes could be
seen. They had shown up at previ-
ous gatherings but allowed them
to carry on for a limited time, said
Hassan Hamza, 35, a protester.

Whenanofficer finally stood atop
a car and asked everyone to leave,
the crowd repeated a chant from
carlier: “Thank you, thank you,
UAE!"

The demonstration ended qui-
etly, with only one minor dispute.
It was between a handful of men
and a taxi driver whose car, parked
inthearcaatthe time, had suffered
dents inits bonnetafter being used
asa podium.

#» chuang@thenational.ae
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Syria veto fuels Russian isolation

Morscowraligned g:losely with Al Assad

A long-standing rift between Russia and Qatar
over support for Islamist groups has widened

after last week’s Security Council vote

Joe Lauria
Foreign Correspondent

NEW YORK // The fallout from
Russia’s United Nations Security
Councilveto on Syria lastweek has
accentuated a long-running dis-
pute between Moscow and Doha
over Qatar's support for Islamist
groups.,

Worried about external influ-
ences on its domestic Islamists,
Russia has accused Qatar of back-
ing extremists in Chechnyna and
Libya and now hints Doha is aid-
ing what Moscow and Damascus
brandas terrorists in Syria.

As Arab League president, Qatar
has pushed the league’s plan for
Syrian President Bashar Al Assad
to step aside, threatening Russia's
most important ally in the Arab
world.

Qatar's emir, Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalila Al Thani, suggested last
month that Arab nations send
peacekeeping troops to Syria,
where the UN says more than 7,000
civilians and government troops
have been killed inalmost avearof
increasingly brutal fighting.

Ali Al Ahmed, a scholar with the
Institute for Gulf Affairs in Wash-
ington, said Qatar has co-opted Is
lamist groups in Syria to help bring
down MrAl Assad.

The ultimate aim, he said, is to
weaken Iran's influence in the re-
gion by removing its long-time ally
in Damascus.

And Qatar's strategy challenges
Russia on two fronts: threaten-
ing its extensive interests in Syria
- where it has critical access to a
warm water port for its warships
- as well as supporting Islamist
groups at a time when Russia is
dealing with its ownextremists.

Russia is battling strong Islamist
rebellions in areas such as Chech-
nya, Dagestan and Ingushetia, in
the North Caucasus,

Moscow-Doha relations have
been rocky sinee the 2004 assas-
sination of the former Chechen
president Zelimkhan Yandarbi-
yev in Doha, after Russia aceased
Doha of supporting terrorism in
the breakaway republic.

Moscow was furious after Qatar's
arrest and conviction of two Rus-
sian agents for the murder,

Relations improved with then-
President Vladimir Putin’s 2007
visitto Daha.

But last November, days after the
Russian foreign minister, Sergei
Lavrov, criticised Qatar's involve-

ment in Libya, the Russian am-
bassador complained he was as-
saulted by Qatari custom:
at Doha airport trying to seize his
diplomatic pouch.

Vitaly Churkin, Russia’s UN am-
bassador, has said extremists in
Syria have outside support. He has
not named any countries, but ana-
lysts say he had Qatar in mind.

The Syrian government, for its
part, has openly accused Qatar of
ATMINg extremists.

A Western diplomat in New York
said yesterday that Russia was of-
fered anamendment to the Securi-
ty Council resolution on Syria that
would have called on the opposi-
tion there Lo reject extremism.

But Moscow dismissed the offer
and, along with China, vetoed the
resolution, saying it could open
the door to foreign military inter-
vention.

Thatvote has now led toa call for
a boycott of Russian and Chinese
goods in Qatar.

But Russia's exports to Qatar
are tiny - barely USS25 million
{Dh91.8m) in 2008, mainly items
such as infrastructure for gas pro-
duction, plastics, construction
equipment and halal reindeer
meat,

Sheikh Yusuf Al Qaradawi, a Qa-
tari-based Muslim scholar, issued
a fatwa on Monday calling for the
boycott.

He is said to bave branded Mos-
cow and Beijing “enemies of the
Arabpeople”, in remarks on his Al
Jazeera television show, which is
seen by 80 million people.

“The [Qataris] are very angry at
the veto," said Mr Al Ahmed. Mr
Al Qaradawi, he said, “is the most
famous religious leader” in the re-
gion and is a supporter of the Syr-
1an oppaosition.

“The Chinese are content with
market forees in the region but for
the Russians it is strategic and po-
litical,” said George Lopez, a pro-
fessor at Notre Dame University in
the United States.

The fallout from the veto has in-
stead been mostly political.

A report circulated on the inter-
net about a confrontation in New
York last week between the Qatari
prime minister, Sheikh Hamad
bin Jassim bin Jabr Al Tham, and
MrChurkin,

The Algerian news agency ISP
reported that Mr Al Thani told
Mr Churkin before the Security
Council vote: “1warn you against
anyveto on the erisis in Syria. Rus-

-

A picture released by Sana, the official §

sia has to accept the UN decision,
otherwisce they will lose all the Arab
countries.

Mr Churkin reportedly replied:
“If you speak to me again that way,
there will be no suchthingas Qatar
from today.”

The Russian envoy hastily ar-
ranged a media conference at the
UN last week to deny the “incred-
ible” story.

“Someonc is trving very hard to
drive a wedge between Russia and
the Arabworld,” he said.

If the Russians lose Syria, the situ-
ation could turn rapidly as Moscow
may have to look elsewhere in the
Arab world for an ally, says M1
Lopeez.

He pointed out thatif a bill in the
US Congress to cut military aid to
Egypt passes in retaliation for the
recent arrests of 19 Americans in
Cairo, then Moscow might find
an opening for a new ally in the re-
gion,

“Itis increasingly plausible that
the Egyptian military would go for
it” and allow Russia a naval base
on Egypt's Mediterranean coast,
he said.

With Syria so volatile, things
cauld quickly evolve inunexpected
directions, he said,
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