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Die vom Qatar prdsidierte Generalversammlung der Vereinten Nationen hielt eine
Spezialsitzung iiber die Lage von Syrien ab. Die Hohe Kommissarin fiir
Menschenrechte, die siidafrikanische Advokatin Navi Pillay legte einen
erschreckenden Bericht der auf die Al-Assad-Verwaltung zuriickgefiihrten
Missbrduche vor, der besonders die Vergewaltigungen betonte. (Als sie den
Internationalen Strafgerichtshof (IStGH) fiir Ruanda prasidierte, hatte Frau Pillay
eine Jurisprudenz entwickelt, die , kollektive Vergewaltigungen in Genozid
verwandelte.) Sie meinte, die Uneinigkeiten im Schosse des Sicherheitsrates
ermunterten die Repression.

Die syrische Regierung kiindigte ein Referendum fiir den 26. Februar an, das das
Projekt einer neuen Verfassung betrifft. Wenn es angenommen wdre, wiirde es der
Fiihrungsrolle der Baas Partei ein Ende setzten und ein pluralistisches System
griinden. Das Weifse Haus bezeichnete das Projekt als ,, ldicherlich “.

In Kairo endlich rief der Groffe Imam Ahmed El-Tayeb fiir eine starke Aktion der
arabischen Liga auf. Diese machte ihre Absicht, die syrische Opposition zu

bewaffnen, offiziell.

» Nora Benkorich, Forscherin im Collége de France, schreibt einen freien Tribiine-
artikel im Le Monde. Ohne die Doxa der populdren Revolte in Frage zu stellen,
unterstreicht sie die Gegenwart von Dschihad Kdmpfern bei den Rebellen und die
Notwendigkeit fiir die Letzten, sich von den Ersten zu unterscheiden, wenn sie die
Unterstiitzung behalten wollen, die sie in der Bevolkerung besitzen.

» Jonathan Littel fiihrt seine Geschichte liber seinen Aufenthalt in Syrien wihrend des
Monates Januar fort. Er wird gleichzeitig von Le Monde und El Pais veroftentlicht.
Der Autor ist ein franzosisch sprechender Schriftsteller, aber lebt in Barcelona. Er soll
Bernard-Henri Lévy ablosen, mit dem er schon in Bosnien, Tschetschenien und
Afghanistan gearbeitet hat. Jede Episode ist Gelegenheit eine Botschaft zu vermitteln:
die Episode von Mittwoch erklért, dass die freie ,,syrische® Armee wirklich aus
Syrern besteht, sie aber liber wenig Mittel verfligt und auslédndische Waffen braucht,
wihrend die nationale Armee in kompletter Auflosung steht; die von Donnerstag
erkléart, dass die Rebellen keine besondere Religion haben und nicht sektiererisch
sind, sondern die Mannigfaltigkeit der Bevolkerung darstellen. Die Leser von Le
Monde und El Pais verstehen wahrscheinlich nicht warum Jonathan Littel beschlossen
hat geheim in Syrien einzureisen, wo doch das Land den Journalisten gerade freien
Zugang gab. Die zwei Blétter haben in der Tat {ibersehen zu sagen, dass der
Schriftsteller die Nationalitét eines Staates hat, der sich mit Syrien in Krieg befindet
und der seine Golan Provinz besetzt.
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Die Erzdhlung des Schriftstellers entspricht absolut nicht den Zeugenaussagen, die
wir von Personen die in Bab Amr leben, bekommen haben. Er kommt mehrere Male
auf seine Gespriache mit Leutnant Tlass der Al-Faruk Brigade zuriick. Es ist nun selbst
von der internationalen Presse akzeptiert, dass die Al-Faruk Brigade an ,,Al-Qaida“
gebunden ist, was aus ihr nicht unbedingt einen Forderer der Gewissensfreiheit macht.
Besonders hielt Leutnant Tlass, im Augenblick der Reportage, schiitische iranische
Zivilisten eingesperrt, die er gekidnappt hatte, was Jonathan Littel sorgfaltig seinen
Lesern verschweigt, um nicht seine idyllische Beschreibung von friedlichen Biirgern
zu trilben, die nur wegen Selbstverteidigung bewaffnet sind, und das Gemeinwohl
anstreben.

* Auch im Le Monde erscheint eine freie Tribline von Jean-Sylvestre Mongrenier, die
die internationale Krise um Syrien herum als eine Vorerscheinung der Krise mit Iran
darstellt und ladt ein, die Stellungnahmen der GroBméchte in dieser Perspektive
nochmal zu lesen.

* Der Tagesspiegel studiert die Antworten der Anrainerstaaten von Syrien. Der
Vorgang zielt darauf ab die Unmdglichkeit zu zeigen, einen eventuellen
konventionellen Krieg allein auf Syrien zu beschridnken.

» Le Temps annonciert, dass die Schweiz ihre Botschaft in Damaskus sperrt und ihre
Staatsangehorige auffordert das Land schnellstens zu verlassen.

* Die Friedens-Passionaria Marinella Corregia emport sich im 1/ Manifesto iiber die
einseitige Desinformierung (d.h. die Kriegspropaganda der NATO). Auf Dokumente
gestlitzt, zeigt sie wie das syrische Szenario eine Abklatscherzédhlung der von Libyen
ist, ohne jegliche Verbindung mit der Realitit auf Ort.

 Sir Malcom Rifkin, Prisident des Komitees des britannischen Nachrichtendienstes
entwickelt im The Daily Telegraph die Position von Premierminister David Cameron:
der Druck auf Syrien muss verstirkt werden. Das ist auch die Position der USA, im
Gegensatz zu Frankreich und Deutschland, die fiir eine Friedenskraft der Vereinten
Nationen pliddieren. M. Rifkin versichert, dass es moglich ist, das Al-Assad-Regime
mit wirtschaftlichen Sanktionen zu ersticken. Der Artikel richtet sich nur an Leser, die
die Griinde fiir die Aufhebung der wirtschaftlichen Sanktionen der arabischen Liga
ignorieren: das Schlieen der jordanischen Grenze wiirde ein Einstiirzen Jordaniens in
wenigen Tagen herbeifiihren, weil es fast ausschlieBlich iliber diesen Weg versorgt
wird und total vom syrischen Wasser abhéngt.

* Das Wall Street Journal enthiillt, dass die USA das syrische chemische Waftenlager
per Satellit iiberwachen, damit die Islamisten nicht darankommen. Es handelt sich
natiirlich hier, um den Angsten Israels gerecht zu werden. Jedoch fiirchten Letztere
auch den Gebrauch dieser chemischen Waffen von Seiten der el-Assad-Regierung,
anlésslich eines Diversions-Krieges gegen sie. Der Jerusalem Post erkldrt seinerseits,
dass Tsahal sich auf diese Moglichkeit vorbereitet.

e L’Orient-Le Jour macht einer Polemik Echo, welche auf dem Web seit der
Aufladung einer Video des Oberst Riad el-Asaad erschienen ist. Der Chef der freien
,»Syrischen® Armee hat seinen Schnurrbart rasiert und seinen Bart wachsen lassen. Ist
er ein Islamist?

* Gulf News bringt das Wort des libanesischen Abgeordneten Walid Dschumblatt. Laut
des Vize-Prisidenten der Sozialistischen Internationale, ist es die el-Assad-
Verwaltung die die Ankiindigungen iiber Al-Qaida organisiert hat, um die freie
»syrische Armee zu diskreditieren. Problem: man versteht nicht gut, wie und warum
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Damaskus Habdelhakim Belhaj angeheuert und geschickt hétte, die Oppositionsarmee
zu organisieren, noch wie und warum sie Ayman al-Zawahiri hétte manipulieren
koénnen, um zu ihrem Sturz aufzurufen.

* Eine Debatte stellt Anthony Elghossain und Brian Kappler in dem 7The National
einander gegeniiber. Der erste behauptet, dass das R2P Konzept (Verantwortung zu
schiitzen) von regionalen Organisationen (NATO, GCC, Arabische Liga) angerufen
werden kann, um in Syrien einzugreifen. Der zweite bemerkt, dass ein solcher
Prazedenzfall auch von der CIS [ex-Sowjetunion], oder gar von der SCO (Shanghai
CoopOrg) in anderen Lagen angerufen werden kann, was das internationale Recht
vollkommen zunichtemachen wiirde.

» The Saudi Gazette bringt den Ruf des Grofen Imam Ahmed El-Tayeb der Al-Azhar
Universitdt in Kairo fiir eine starke Reaktion der arabischen Liga gegen die
,,Killermaschine von Bachar el-Assad*.

* Im China Daily, He Wenping bedauert, dass der Westen seine dominante Position in
den Medien ausniitzt, um allein seine Version iiber Syrien zu bringen, dass er die
anderen Stimmen der Welt erstickt und eine Diffamationskampagne gegen Russland
und China anstimmt, die seine Meinung nicht teilen.

Das Foto des Tages

© Muzaffar Salman, Associated Press

Das meist verbreitete Foto der Welt, um die Artikel iiber Syrien zu
illustrieren ist ein Klischee aus dem Vorort von Damaskus. Ein Kind mit
Fahrrad kreuzt loyale Soldaten, deren Fahrzeug mit dem Portrait des
Tyrannen geschmiickt ist.

Auf dem ersten Blick gab es keinen ideologischen Grund dieses wenig
ausdriickliche Foto zu fordern. Auller man wollte die 6ffentliche westliche
Meinung auf eine politische Wende vorbereiten. Das Kind scheint die
Soldaten nicht zu fiirchten. Und diese flossen keine Angst ein. Die
anmutige Geste des Offiziers, der vom Lastwagen heruntersteigt, erweckt
eher ein Ballett als eine Diktatur.
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Die Zeichnung des Tages

© The Globe and Mail

Bachar el-Assad stopft sich die Ohren zu, um nicht das Geschrei seines
Volkes zu horen.

A

Why did >
you shoot it?

© Pang Li, China Daily

Die Chinesen wurden in ihrem nationalen Stolz verletzt, als die
amerikanische UN-Botschafterin Susan Rice sich durch ihr Veto
»angeekelt” erkldrte. Auf dieser Zeichnung von Pang Li, wird der
chinesische Panda, der die Friedenstaube verbindet, von einem
Amerikaner mit einem rauchenden Revolver in der Hand angeklagt, sie
verletzt zu haben.
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L’'ONU associe
I'intensification des
violences en Syrie
au veto sino-russe

Haut-commissaire pour les droits de ’homme,
M™ Pillay dénonce des crimes contre 'humanité

New York (Nations unies)
Correspondante

épression impitoyable, tor-

tures, viols, atrocités, crimes

contre I'humanité.. Le
tableau de la situation en Syrie
dressé par le haut-commissaire de
I'ONU aux droits de ’'homme Navi
Pillay devant les 193 membres de
I'Assemblée généraledel'organisa-
tion, lundi 13 février, était une lita-
nie de faits plus condamnables les
uns que les autres. « Nous avons
entendu une fois de plus un comp-
te rendu terrifiant et révoltant »,
résumait quelques minutes plus
tard l'ambassadeur allemand
Peter Wittig.

L'appeldelaLigue
arabe alaformation
d'une force
arabo-onusienne est
percu comme un pari
«perdud'avance »

« Chaque membre delacommu-
nauté internationale doit agir
maintenant pour protéger de tou-
te urgence la population syrienne,
a imploré M™ Pillay, apres avoir
estimé que la nature et I'étendue
desexactions perpétrées parles for-
ces syriennes indiquent que des cri-
mescontrel’humanité ontvraisem-
blablement été commis» depuis
mars2011.

« Desinformationsindépendan-
tes, crédibles et corroborées indi-
quent que ces exactions font partie
d’unecampagnelargeet systémati-
que d'agression contre les civils »,
a-t-elle ajouté, précisant qu'elles
étaient perpétrées avec « I'aval ou
la complicité des autorités au plus
haut niveau ».

Selon des déserteurs de I'ar-
mée syrienne, «les militaires ont
recu l'ordre de leurs comman-
dants de recourir a la torture», a
encore expliqué l'avocate sud-
africaine, citant le cas d’hopitaux
« utilisés comme des centres de
détention et de torture». En
décembre 2011 déja, suite au rap-
port de la commission d'enquéte
du Conseil des droits de 'homme,
M™ Pillay avait appelé le Conseil
de sécurité a saisir la Cour pénale
internationale (CPI) de la situa-
tion en Syrie. Un appel auquel les
quinze pays membres, faute de
consensus, sont restés sourds.

Depuis cette date, selon elle,
«les violations flagrantes et syste-

matiques des droits de 'homme
ont non seulement continué, mais
nettement augmenteé ».

Citant des « informations crédi-
bles», le haut-commissaire a
notamment estimé a plus de 300
le nombre des personnes tuées
dans des bombardements aveu-
gles de zones civiles a Homs, ces
dix derniersjours. Une intensifica-
tiondes violences dont elle fait por-
terle blame a la Russie et 1a Chine,
auteurs de deux doubles veto suc-
cessifs contre des projets derésolu-
tioncondamnant Damas. « L'échec
du Conseil de sécurité a trouver un
accord sur une action conjointe for-
te parait avoir encouragéle gouver-
nement syrien a lancer une atta-
que acharnée, d'une force absolue,
pour écraser la contestation», a
souligné Navi Pillay.

Peu de temps avant qu'elle ne
prenne la parole a l'initiative du
président qatari de 1'Assemblée
générale, 'ambassadeur syrien,
Bachar Al-Jaafari, avait vainement
tenté, sous de vagues prétextes
procéduraux, de faire annuler son
intervention. Le Qatar et I'Arabie
saoudite, deux pays du Golfe coau-
teurs avec I'Egypte d'un projet de
résolution qui devait étre soumis
aux 193 membres mardi, et mis au
vote sous quarante-huit heures,
ont d'ailleurs été pris pour cible
par M. Jaafari lors de son discours
fleuve sur la Syrie, victime, selon
lui, d'une large « conspiration ».

L'appel lancé par la Ligue arabe
au Conseil de sécurité pour la for-
mation d'une force conjointe ara-
bo-onusienne était percu, al'ONU,
comme un pari « perdud’‘avance».
La proposition, jugée « audacieu-
se», NON Sans sarcasme, par un
diplomate, nécessiterait au mini-
mum un accord de cessez-le-feu, le
vote — sans veto — du Conseil de
sécurité, le feu vert de Damas et
TI'octroi de troupes par plusieurs
pays. «Autant dire qu'a Moscou,
C’est jour de féte I», plaisante une
source a I'ONU, la création d'une
opération de maintien de la paix
prenant plusieurs mois.

En attendant, c’est une résolu-
tion sans valeur contraignante
que vont faire adopter Arabes et
Occidentauxal'Assemblée généra-
le, ot le veto est impossible. Simi-
laire au texte condamnant Damas
etsoutenant le plande sortie de cri-
se de la Ligue arabe torpillé parun
veto russo-chinois il y a dix jours,
le projet appelle également a la
nomination d'un envoyé spécial
de'ONU pourla Syrie.m

ALEXANDRA GENESTE
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HOMS, CARNETS DE GUERRE
REPORTAGE DE MANI ET JONATHAN LITTELL

| 2/5

Entrés de fagon
dandestine en Syrie
en janvier, récrivain
Jonathan Littell

et le photographe
Mani se sont rendus
pour « Le Mondes

2 Homs, cceur

du soulevement
contre le régime

de Bachar Al-Assad.

Baba Amro, bastion libéré

L'Armée syrienne libre controle ce quartier d Homs, ot elle tient téte
a une armée réguliére mieux équipée mais en pleine déliquescence

TEXTE: JONATHAN LITTELL
PHOTO: MANI

aba Amrg cest un Rrat dans

I'Etat.v B. Je soldat qui parie.

est un bel homme au visage

fin et mobile et aux yeux

brillants dluminés autant par

safoique parlejeinequ'ilres-
pecte depuis qu'il a rejoint I Armée syrien-
ne libre (ASL). en décembrezo1. Ce mlest
pas undéserteur. comme ka plupart de ses
camarades, mais un civil d'Alep qui cho-
que par les crimes du régime 2 décide de
prendre les armes. Son affirmation bien
siir date d’avant le 4 fevrier, jour o l'ar-
mée syrienne - Jaysh-e Assadi, Fappellent
les opposants, «I'armée des Assado - a
debuteé un pilonnage intensif du quartier,
faisant plusieurs centaines de morts. Jus-
quela, Baba Amro était considéré un
« quartier libéré ».

L’ASL tient le perimatre du quartier. Ly,
onmsmmmeugmdefmmquitn—
verse des

civils. faisant quatre blessés. I’ASL riposte,
pour tenter de le deloger. Ca durera envi—
tre heures, durant

bles d'impacts de balles exphs-wes et
d'obus emplis deboueetdedebris decana-
pesrenverses, de tedévisions brillées de lits
dechiquetes. AFouest, face aux vergers et
au stade, Cest Haqura oa Mani et moi
vivons depuis presque une semaine avec
une unité ASL. A part deux ou trois obsti-
nes, les civils ont tous fui. Les ruelles qui
donnent sur le no man's land sont defen-
dues pardes sacs desable obstacles derisoi
res face aux tanks. Les murs des apparte
ments et des jardins ont éé percés pour
que les combattants puissent se deplacera
couvert. Le poste de commandement (PC)
d'Hassan, le commandant de funite don-
nesur etfon

wvent le the sur le trottoir, groupés autour
d'un brasier, malgre le risque d'un obus de
mortier: «Inch'allah I, rient Jes hommes.

Cest le genre de quartier du
bout dela ville o les bourgeois, en temps
normal ne mettent pas les pieds, un quar-
tier dimmeubles de quatre ou cing étages
en beton, parfois recouverts de plaques de
piarre polie et la plupart du temps inache-
ves serrés les uns contre les autres lelong
de ruelles ois deux vehicules peinent a se
croiser, et peuplé de travailleurs et de fem-
mes voilées qu'on apercoit 3 paine. Aux
coins des rues, des vendeurs ambulants
offrent des bols de foul que Fon dévore
aveclesdoigts; Ia g:mnm portent écharpe

«Sile monde
nous abandonne
pour soutenir Assad,
onva étre obligés

dedéclarer ledjihad»
AbdelRazzak Atlas
officierdel’Arméesyrienne libre

etbonnet parleurs
meres, ou bien bleu et orange:: les couleurs
de la révolution ou bien celles du AlKara-
ma le dubde foot d Homs. Devant la mos-
queée Gilani les catafalques vides s'entas-
sent, prétsa fusage; derriere deuxtombes
sont deja creusées dans le terre-plein, au
cas oa les tirs des snipers rendraient le
cimetiere inaccessible. Il fait un froid de
gueux, humide et percant, le ciel est gris,
noyé dans une bmme devam lzqueue se
découpent

minarets, et 4 travers laguelie résonnent
les coups de few, les deflagrations subites
desobus etles appelsa la priere.

Un matin, on est réveillés par des tirs
plus que d'habitude. Des soldats
deboulent dans Fappartement, secouent
ceux qui dorment, tirent mitrailleuses,
ceintures de cartouches et RPG (lance-
roquettes) de la chambre qui sert de depot
darmes. On les suit en courant vers le PC.
puis dans une rue bords

faufilera d un appartement a Fautre pour
observer. Les positions de I armée régulie-
e ne sont pas loin, 200, 400 métres, on
voit clairement les sacs de sable si on ris-
que un ceil Quand on est sur les toits, on
entend les balles siffler ou claquer dans les
murs; de temps en temps, la déflagration
d'unRPG secoue Fair. L’ASL ne cherche pas
a prendre les positions

sont préts a admettre avoir tué des gens.
«Moi? Fai tire en 'air », disent-ils presque
mMmsle\udegompomqunsomm

deculpabili-

eux je suis avec ke peuple.” Ce n'est pas: Je
suis alaouite, donc je suis avec les alaous-
tes” Non §ils font mal jessaie de faire

té est palpable Ca se sent dans Fi

bien.» majorité

desc del’, un-

que chacun met, guand on le rencontre, 2
exhiber sa carte militaire Le témoignage

nites, et cela se voit 2 leurs symboles, les
noms des hmbn mmme Khalid ibn walid

d'un ancien soldat quelques
jours plus tard au centre-ville vaut pour
tous: « On nous a dans les rues

p ou bien
xzw:ﬁl el shuhadz (-les Caravanes des

mmnhtﬂadﬁwm Jenaivu

forcer bes snipers 2 se retirer et 3 cesser les
tirs contre les civils.

Baba Amro n'a pas été sécurisé d'un
coup. En novembre, au demnier passage de
Mani un barrage des forces de sacurité
contrédait encore un carrefour central et
ses snipers tiraient dans toutes les rues
autour, coupant de fait le quartieren tran-
ches. «On a réussi a les encerder, nous
explique un adjoint d'Hassan et on leura
coupé les vivres. Puis quand les observa-
teurs de la Ligue arabe sont venus [début
janvier] on s'est servis d'eux pour négocier
leurretrait, sanseffusion de sang.ily atou-
Jjoursunautre barrage au bout de I'avenue.
mais il est beaucoup plus vulnérable main-
tenant, et ne tire plus sur les gens par peur
de notre riposte.»

Pour les combattants de FArmeée libre,
13 protection des civils est Fessence de leur
mission. «Dans son principe, 'armee
devrait étre neutres, martéle un apres-
midi le lieutenant Abdel Razzak Atlas, un
des dirigeants de la katiba Ak Faruk qui se
vante d'étre le premier officier syrien a
avoirfaitdefection enjuinzon. «Elleestla
pour proteger le peuple et ka nation. Or, elle
JSait le contraire. » B, le volontaire d‘Mep

lemment. -Faurquol ils choisissent des

reprises, Jes officiers ASL avec qui je me
trouve recoivent des informations, préci-
ses et détaillées dela part d'officiers resteés
en service; ils en recoivent aussi pour de
Yargent ou pour la cause. armes et muni-
tions. Le lieutenant Atlas mvexpliquera

justea  auc usontdit: noms comme ca ?v, S'exclame M. sunnite
“Les munitions ne valent rien, tirez tirez  lui aussi activiste réfugié a Beyrouth.
QUEant GuUe VOuS POUVEZ" » « C'est notre revolution, pas la revolution
du Prophete! On a nos propres martyrs ils
ligre en pleine & A plusieurs ient pr noms. »

Ia revolution il y a la tentation du
djihad. C’est sans doute le plus
grand risque qui guette ’Armée libre car
cela ferait le jeu de Bachar AlAssad. Mais

Q ubout de cette « sunnitisations» de

comment il avait tenté, en mai, d'organ
avec d'autres officiers la mutinerie de deux
brigades et d'un bataillon. « Tout etait prér.
Mais les autres n'ont pas voulu aller jus-
qu'au bout, de peur d'étre écrases parl‘avia-
tion.» C'est 12 tout le sens de la demande
i repeteeach

tation - demande qui surprend I'Occident
car, 2 la difference de Mouammar Kadhafi
Bachar Al-Assad rTa d

de I'ASL 2 Homs du moins. Abdel Razzak
Atlas nous le dira de maniere explicite: « 5§
ca continue, on va vraiment devenir com-
me Al-Qaida. 5ile monde nous abandonne
pour soutenir Assad, on va étre obliges de
declarerle djihad, pour faire venir des com-
battants du monde musulman et interna-
tionaliser le conflit » Atlas insiste: ce mest

aviation contre des civils. « 5i nous obte-
nonsune no fly zone insiste Atlas, ks moitie
aer it

passa vision
red’Homs en adiscuté et tous approuvent.
Dautres officiers me le confirmeront. Il

afiniv
«C'est une armeée de voleurs, grogne
Abu Amar, un sous-officier. Tous ceux qui
peuvent payer n'y vont pas, seulsles pau-
Vresy vont. Cest une ammeée incompetente.
qui ne fonctionne pas. Hle ne sert qu'a

quile soir Venu recite a ses

on monte a Fétage Dans une

poémes en arabe classique,

tée, un combattant liche des nf:uu de
mitrailleuse par un trou d'obus; un autre,
dans le salon, tire des coups de rusi. nom
focal du kalachnikov; Fodeur de la cordite
emplit F'appartement. On nous explique -
un sniper sest mis a tirer. depuis le grand
en face surdes

est plusly q chef: « Nous nous
nous battons pour notre religion, pour nos
_femmes pour notretareet, enfin, pour sau-
ver notre peaw. Fux, ils se battent seule-
ment pour sauverleur peaw »

Quasiment tous les combattants de
FasL ont i avant leur désertion, partici-

per. “Trés peu

alaouite » Cet-
te secmdxssndmedu r.hnsme normdelee

faut que cette kiée n'est pas le
fruit d'une radicalisation religieuse. mais
d'un calcul stratégique aussi naif soit-il
Pour Atlas, unedéclaration dudjthad pour-
rait deboucher sur un chaos a Firakienne.
peut-ére méme sur une guerre régionale.
et ce risque forcerait ka main de FOccident,
nblige enfin dinlzmmr. ce jeune officier

mal ses

nnmeﬂoelledudanAsadetdelamp
rite des dirigeants des forces de securite. 11
¥ a peu d'alacuites dans FASL mais il yen
a.J'en rencontre un, Fadel, 3 un barrage de
Baba Amro: « Quand jai vu I'armée tuer

Mais il exp
Izppeldesmsessoulnmmntrelemgi»
me: «Le peuple veut une intervention de
J'OTAN !» Cenétait paslecasil ya un mois;
le deésespoir achangéladonne &

des civils nv explique-t-il cama-
rades, je me suis dit : “Je ne suis pas avec
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HOMS, CARNETS DE GUERRE
REPORTAGE DE MANI ET JONATHAN LiTTELL
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Quartier

de Bab Drib 3 Homs
le26 janvier.

Abou Soufiane
(agauche) est

un rebelle qui se
charge de mettre en
ligne les vidéos des
atrocités du régime.
Acetitre,

il est exposé
chaque jour

ala souffrance

des civils.

AN POLR o LE MOREE >

Entrés de facon
clandestine en Syrie
enjanvier, I'écrivain
Jonathan Littell,

et le photographe
Mani se sont rendus
pour « Le Monde =

3 Homs, coeur

du soulévement
contre le régime
deBachar Al Assad.

Une révolution populaire

Hommes, femmes

TEXTE: JONATHAN LITTELL
PHOTO : MANI

epuisonzemois 1a vie quoti-

dienne, en Syrie, est ryth

mée parles manifestations.

La plus importante est celle

du vendredi. Elle suit un

rituel immuable, comme
ence 20 janvier a Baba Amro. Dés la fin de
la pritre de midi, les hommes, dans la mos
quée, lancent le takbir, « Alah u akbar 1=, ¢t
sedéversent parla porte. Dehors, les activis
tes, au milieu de grappesd'‘enfants déchai
nés, attendent avec lesdrapeauxet lesban
deroles. Le cortege se forme, défile par les
ruelies, puis remonte une avenue en scan-
dant des slogans et enagitant panneaux et
photos de martyrs au pied d'un immeuble
oliguettent parfois des snipers du régime.
Aux carrefours, des soldats de I'Armée
syriennelibre (ASL), armés, veillent. Le cor-
tége enrejoint d'autres sur une grande rue
qui traverse le quartier. Je monte sur un
toitaver des activistes qui filment la mani
festation, pour embrasser le spectacle du
regard : ilyalaaumoinsdeuxmille person:
nes, peut-&re méme trois mille.

« 8'ils ne tiraient pas sur les manifes-
tants, me dit un vieux monsieur, fouf
Homs serait dans la rue.» Au centre, des
centaines de jeunes forment des lignes,
bras sur bras, poussent de nouveau le tak-
bir et se mettent i sauter au rythme des
tambours et des chants révolutionnaires
entonnés par les meneurs, debout sur une
échelle au milieu d'un cercle de danseurs.
Surun coté, une masse de femmes voilées,
mer de foulards blancs, roses ou noirs avec
des bebes et des ballons, poussent des you-
yous et reprennent, avec les hommes, les
slogans des meneurs. Autour, les balcons
sont bondés. C'est une ambiance de liesse
folle, de joie furieuse, déses

Désla fin de la manifestation, des dizai
nesde jeunes m'entourent, essayant déses-
pérément leurs quatre mots d'anglais. Cha-
cunme montre ses cicatrices, des coups de
matraque, des brilures  I'électricité, des
impacis de balles ou d'éclats d'obus. Le fré-

enfants, imams, militants : leur vie est rythmeée

ar les manifestations. Exutoires des douleurs et catalyseurs de la révolte

redel'una été tué par un sniper en traver-
sant la rue, la mére de I'autre par un bony
bardement; tout le monde veut raconter
tout, tout de suite. lis agitent leurs télépho-
nes: « Chouf, chouf. regarde!» Un cadavre
marbré de traces de tortures, un autre au
crane défoncé, unautre encore pour lequel
la caméra s'attarde sur chaque blessure,
trous a Iaine.  la jambe, 4 la poitrine. 4 la
ROTRE. Partout ol on va, ¢'est la méme cho

s¢. Dans un point de premiére urgence a
AlKhaldiye, au nord de la ville, e smart

phone d'une jeune infirmiére apparait
avantméme le thé: surl'écran, unhomme
agonise sous les mains d'un médecin qui
tente futilement de l'intuber, & méme le
sol, au pied dudivan surlequel je suis assis.
Céaitunchauffeurdetaxi, il s'est prisune
balle dans le visage et git dans une immen-
se flaque de sang, sa cervelle déversée au
sol. « Tu vois les mains, la 7, dit l'infirmiére.
C'es moi » Elle passe au film suivant, le thé
arrive, je le bois sans quitter le petit écran
des yeux. Chaque téléphone,  Homs, est
un musée des horreurs.

Le méme soir, toujours a Al-Khaldiye,
nouvelle manifestation. Aucoindela place
centrale trdne une copie en bois, peinte en
noir et blanc et recouverte de photos de
martyrs, de la célebre vieille horloge
d'Homs, datant de 'époque coloniale fran-
Caise: le «centre-villes, maintenant, se
trouve ici. C'est sur cette méme place
qu'auralieu le massacre du 3février, le len-
demain de mon dépan, environ cent cin-
quante morts sous les obus.

Une grande banderole insiste sur I'allé-
geance des manifestants au Conseil natio-
nal syrien (CNS) . « Non a lopposition ima-
ginaire, création des bandesd'Assad. Le NS
nous réunit, les facions nous dispersent. »
Partout autour, des montagnes d'ordures
encombrent les rues; depuis le débutde la
révolte, la municipalité n'envoie plus ses
éboueurs dans les quartiers de 'opposi-
tion. Les chants et les danses, qui prennent
1a forme du zikr, les danses mystiques des
soufis, soulévent la foule, les meneurs lan-
cent les slogans : « idlib, nous sommes avec
toi ! Teblisi. nous sommes avec 1oi! Rastan

nous Sommes avec tof jusqu’ala mort 1= La
volonté d'union des communautés, face
au régime, est explicite: « Nous ne nous
révoitons pascontreles alaouitesoules chré-
tiens! Le peuple nefait qu'un =~ « Wahad,
wahad, al-shaab al suri wahad! », hurle la
foule, «Le peuple syrien ne fait qu'un!=
Debout sur les épaules d'un homme, un
gargon roux d'une dizaine d'années, Mah
moud, méne la foule qui chante Je « tube »
culte du poete assassiné Ibrahim Qas
housh, va-t-en. Bachar!

Ce qui frappe, dans ces manifestations

b Yestl d

ce qu'elles dégagent. Elles ne servent pas
seulement d'exutoire, de défoulement col
lectif pourtoute la tension accumulée jour
aprés jour; elles redonnent aussi de I'éner-
gie aux participants, les emplissent quoti
diennementd'un peu plus de vigueuretde
courage pour continuer i supporter les
meurtres, lesblessures et les deuils. Le grow-
pe génére I'énergie, puis chaque individu
Ia réabsorbe, Cest 3 ¢a aussi que servent la
musique et les danses. Ce ne sont pas que
des défis oudes mots d'ordre, ce sont aussi,
comme le zikr soufi, des générateurs et des
capreurs de force. La révolution syrienne,
chose rare, ne tient pas que grice aux
armes de I'ASL ni méme au courage des
révoltés, elle tient aussi grace a la joie, au
chant et aladanse

tiers quant aux questions brilantes

que sont Fallégeance au CNS ou 'in-
tervention militaire étrangere mémergent
pas seulement dans les manifestations. La
mosquée joue aussi un role-clé. Dans un
quartier de 1a Vieille Ville, le vendredi
27janvier, I'imam cite les proches du Pro-
phéte, Abu Bakr en particulier, pour insis-
ter surla solidarité entre les habitants. Son
préche monte, prend des accents aigus lors-
qu'il évoque les morts du quartier; « Dieu
est grand ! », ponctuent en cheeur les fidé-
les. « Tout ce sang versé, crie I'imam, cest
noire sang, 1outes ces dmes tuées sont nos
enfants. Mais quand bien méme. nous
disons & nos oppresseurs, & tous ceux qui

L es mots d'ordre, Fopinion des quar-

sont dans la démesure : quoi que vous fas-
siez, la victoire sera pour nous ! » Ici le rituel
ressoude et unifie la ¢ Sa

est 3 deux doigts de la mort, grievement
blesséala poitrine par un obus de blindé.
h

volonté collective, dégagée au fil des
conversations tout au long de la semaine,
est focalisée par le préche; grace 3 lui, plus
qu'a tout autre mécanisme sous cette lon
gue dictature, on peut parler d'une « opi

Lej qui nous avait amenés
3 cette manifestation, dans lintention,
avortée, de témoigner en direct sur Aljazi-
ra, s¢ fait appeler Abu Bilal. Lui est un acti
viste de 'information, un de ceux qui se
chargent de témoigner auquotidien sur la

nion publique ». Les khabarat, les ser
vicesde sécurité durégime, rendant impos
sible toute visite en quartier chrétien ou
alaouite, je n'aurat hélas pas Foccasion de
jugercomment ¢a se passe chez eux.

«§'ils ne tiraient pas
sur les manifestants,
tout Homs serait

danslarue»
Un habitantd'Homs

Derniére couche de cet oignon de la
résistance civile, les activistes. A Al-Bayar-
da,unquartiertrés pauvrelimitrophed’Al-
Khaldiye, un activiste local, Abu Omar,
nous fait visiter les rues, nous monire les
impacts d'obus, les avenues a snipers, les
gensquiabattent lesoliviers pourse chauf-
fer. Devant une boutique ou Fon achete
des amandes, une foule d'enfants nous
entoure, et un beau jeune homme de
17ans, en training blew, apostrophe Mani
«lisont arrété mon pére, ils ont arrété mon
Jrére, ils ont battu ma mére! lis sont venus
m'arréter, et s'ils me trouvent, is me tue-
ront [ Tout ¢a parce que je sorset je dis que je
n‘aime pas Bachar!» Cest le meneur de la
manifestationlocale. ltend lecou et se pin-
ce la glowe: «Ma seule arme. C'est ma
voix!»llseretourne, levelebrasetselivrea
une démonstration spontanée de son art,
entonnant un chant révolutionnaire.

Un autre jeune I'accompagne au tam

P Nous hab plusieurs
jours avec lui et ses amis, dans une maison
discrétedela vieille ville aquelquescental
nes de metres a peine de la citadelle
d'Homs d'ou les forces du régime
mitraillent en permanence dans les rues.

Chaque matin, nous nous entasserons
dansune voiture avec deux outrois mem
bres de cette équipe qui, bravant les sni-
pers, partent filmer funérailles, blessés, et
morts. Omar Telaoui, de Bab sbaa, est Fun
des plus connus. Il apparait dans ses
vidéos 2 visage découvert, une écharpe
aux couleurs de la révolution autour du
cou, pour scander, i chaque victime, un
bref discours rageur sur les circonstances,
lelieu, la date. Le soir, désle retouralamai-
son, Omar, Abu Bilal et les autres se ruent
sur leur ordinateur portable. Augré d'une
connexion Internet vacillante, ils
envoient leurs films sur YouTube, ilsdiffu-
sent les liens via les réseaux sociaux et
donnent des interviews a des chaines de
télévision, presque foutes arabes.

Les médias occidentaux n'utilisent que
tris peu ces sources, considérant souvent
qu'enTabsence d'unde leurs propresrepor-
ters sur le terrain ces vidéos dhorreur « ne
peuvent étre authentifices ». Alors que ces
images, parfois wremblantes, saisies au
pluspres des atrocités commises par le régi-
mé syrien, représentent un travail d'infor-
mation inestimabie, pour lequel ceux qui
les tournent risquent quotidiennement
leur vie.Comme me le dira un soir Abu Sli-
mane, un activiste de Baba Amro: « Nos

bour d'aisselle, les gamins rep les
refrains en battant des mains, sa voix est
claire et belle dans la lumigre du soir. Mais
il connait le danger. La veille, nous avions
assisté 3 une manifestation dans la Vieille
Ville; aujourd'hui le meneur, Abu Annas,
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yrie: la Ligue arabe
veut armer les insurges

Alors que Homs était pilonné avec une rare violence, Damas
a rejeté toutes les accusations de « crimes contre 'humanité ».

ALAIN BARLUET

PROCHE-ORIENT Fournir des armes a
I'insurrection syrienne. Celle-cile récla-
mait de longue date pour desserrer I'étau
de 'armée loyaliste. La Ligue arabe, dé-
sormais, I’envisage ouvertement.

Tandis que la ville de Homs était pi-
lonnée mardi par des bombardements
d’une violence rarement atteinte, des
diplomates de l'organisation panarabe
ont affirmé que des pays de la région se-
raient préts a armer les rebelles si le pi-
lonnage des villes syriennes ne cessait
pas. Dans leur nouveau plan, qu’ils ont
entériné dimanche au Caire, les minis-
tres de la Ligue ont decidé de fournir a
I'opposition « toutes sortes de soutien po-
litique et materiel ». Cela inclut la fourni-
ture d’armes, ont précisé mardi des di-
plomates arabes. Cette hypothese a déja
été évoquée récemment par I'émir du
Qatar, Cheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa al-
Thani, qui s’est dit favorable a I'envoi de
troupes arabes afin de « mettre fin a la
tuerie ». Le double veto russo-chinois au
Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU, le 4 fevrier,

et I'impasse diplomatique actuelle inci-
tent désormais les pays du Golfe, en
pointe contre Damas, a relancer I'idée.
L’idée a aussi fait son chemin au-dela
de la région. Aux Ftats-Unis, le sénateur
John McCain a appelé Washington a ar-
mer I'opposition. Il y a quelques jours, la
chaine CNN révélait que le Pentagone et
le Centcom, le commandement militaire

™ ——
, Alain Juppé a mis
- ‘; en garde contre
1| «toute intervention
: extérieure a caractére
militaire » en Syrie

américain charge du Moyen-Orient, pro-
cedaient a un « passage en revue prelimi-
naire des capacites militaires américai-
nes » pour se tenir préts a tout scénario.
En revanche, d’autres voix s’élevent,
v compris dans le Golfe, pour s’alarmer
des risques d’une escalade dans la mili-
tarisation du conflit. Une ligne égale-
ment défendue a Paris, ou I'on réfute
tout scénario a la libyenne. Officielle-
ment, il n’est pas question d’aider mili-

tairement 'opposition. Tout juste n’ex-
clut-on pas un éventuel soutien
logistique, sous la forme, par exemple,
de matériels de communication.

Lundi, Alain Juppé a mis en garde
contre « toute intervention extérieure a
caractere militaire » en Syrie, au lende-
main de la proposition de la Ligue arabe
de déployer une mission de Casques
bleus. Mardi, le porte-parole du Quai
d’Orsay a précisé que « la France étudie
avec ses partenaires a New York toutes les
options mises sur la table parla Ligue ara-
be », y compris une force onusienne. Les
objectifs, les moyens et surtout la faisa-
bilit¢ d’une telle opération dans le
contexte tres confrontationnel du
Conseil de sécurite restent a éclaircir.

C'est d’ailleurs pourquoi Paris mise
sur un nouveau projet de résolution de la
Ligue arabe condamnant Damas et qui,
pour échapper a un veto russe, serait
soumis cette fois a ’Assemblée générale
de 'ONU, peut-étre des cette semaine.
Une question délicate qui sera évoquee
lors d’une rencontre entre Alain Juppe et
son homologue russe Serguei Lavrov,
jeudia Vienne. m
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«En
pac

LE SALAFISME

Le mot saldf signifie
eles pieux ancétress.
C'est un courant sunnite
revendiquant un retour
4 l'islam des origines.

«La révolution
continue tant qu’il
Y aun nourrisson
vivant parmi

nous.»
Une

mani

arte lors d’'une
station

LES ALAOUITES

Cette secte hétérodoxe
du chiisme dont est
issue la famille Al-Assad
représente environ 10%
de la population, en
majorité sunnite. Le pays
abrite dautres minorités
musulmanes, comme les
druzes ou lesismaéliens.

«Priére de nous
informer de ce
que Vous avez
besoin en termes
de médicaments
et de nourriture.»

Message par pigeon
voyageur aux habitants

deBab Amra Homs

50 kem

Mo
ke

SYRIE

LIBAN Ly Homs |

.m:

T

Réfugié au Liban, I'imam salafiste de Deraa se présente
comme le premier religieux a avoir appelé au
renversement de Bachar al-Assad. Cheikh Louai
al-Zouabi redoute une guerre civile entre communautes:

yrie, le mouvement
Ique est termine»

Par JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
Envoyé spécial au Akkar (Liban)
Photo PAUL ASSAKER

’ est dans un village du Ak-
kar, une région pauvre du
nord du Liban, a proximité
dela frontiére syrienne, que

se cache cheikh Louai al-Zouabi, imam
de la priére du vendredi de la ville de
Deraa, ol a commencé I'insurrection
syrienne, emprisonné pendant six ans
(1993-1998) par le régime syrien, il se
revendique comme le premier religieux
2 avoir appelé publiquement au renver-
sement de Bachar al-Assad. Secrétaire
général du mouvement salafiste al-
Mu’minin Yousharikoun («les croyants
participent» ), ce religieux, 4gé d’une
quarantaine d’années, qui a séourné en
Afghanistan et en Bosnie, affirme in-
carner une tendance moderniste au
sein de ce courant particuliérement ra-
dical qui préne un retour 4 I'islam des
origines (sdaf signifiant «les
pleux ancétres» ) et défendre
des idées de tolérance ausein
d’un courant qui ignore jusqu’a ce mot.
Comment a commencé I'intifada dans
laville de Deraa?

Par I'arrestation et la torture d'une dou-
zaine d’enfants - le plus igé avait
12 ans- quiavaient écrit surles murs:
«Le peuple veut faire tomber le gouver-
newr». Leurs péres ont ensuite vouhi né-
gocier leur libération avec les forces de
sécurité. Ils sesont entendus dire: «S
Vous revenez, on va vous arréter et obliger
vos fermmes a venir nous baiser les pieds.»
Une avocate, qui voulait défendre les
enfants, a été emprisonnée et ils lui ont
rasé la téte, ce qui est plus inacceptable
que dela tuer. C’est ce qui a fait descen-
dre les gens danslarue, le 20 mars. On
a tiré sur eux, y compris depuis un héli-
coptére. Six personnes ont été tuées. Et
si on a libéré les enfants, on a arrété
ceux qui manifestaient. C'est ce qui a
fait éclater1’insurrection. J*ai alors pu-
blié une fatwa sur Internet appelant les
Syriens a protester. C'était une fatwa
pacifique interdisant aux manifestants
de tuer les gens desservices de sécurité
et vice-versa. Mon but était d’amplifier
1a révolution de fagon pacifique. Mais
quand le régime a commencé de fagon
systématique 2 tuer les gens, j’ai pro-

INTERVIEW

mulgué une seconde fatwa permettant
a’Armée libre syrienne [I’ALS, ndlr] de
protéger les civils.
Aujourd’hul, Ia guerre esta Homs. Le ré-
gime peut-il reprendre la ville ?

Le régime a certes I'intention de régler
militairement et de fagon définitive la
révolution mais contréler tout Homs,
c’est impossible. Actuellement, la révo-
htion maitrise 70 % du territoire syrien
1a nuit et, selon les activités des révohi-
tionnaires, de 20 2 40% le jour. Ce qui
demeure une énigme pour le régime,
c’est que 1’ASL n’a pas de base fixe.
Donc, dés que les forces de sécurité
voient un combattant de 'ASL traverser
un quartier, elles bombardent toute la
zone.
Existe-t-ilun risque de guerre civile?
Jecrains cette guerre civile. Ici, auLi-
ban, quand on parle des chiites, ona
I'impression que ceux-ci se réduisent
auHezbollah. C’est 1améme chose en
Syrie. Quand on parle des alaouites, on
al’impression qu'ils sont tous
avec le régime. Mais beau-
coup, parmi la société
alaouite, ont de bonnes raisons de par-
ticiper ala révolution. C’est vrai aussi
que le régime a commencé a renforcer
cette minorité. A Homs, ils ont regudes
armes, comme les alaouites quivivent
dans les autres régions. A présent, on
peut dire que chaque alacuite est mieux
armé qu'un soldat de 1’armée nationale.
Ainsi, les événements vont de telle fa-
con qu’on a I'impression que tous les
alaouites sont avec le régime.

Si le pouvoir reprend Homs, la révolu-
tion est-elle menacée ?

Cela pourrait affaiblir le mouvement
pendant une certaine période et le peu-
ple va en souffrir. Mais ce que je crains
surtout, c’est que le régime en profite
pour ouvrir un front avec Israél, avec
I'aide de1'Iran. Pour un régime créé par
1a Stasi [ia police politique dllemande, qui
aforméles services secrets syriens], une
fuite en avant qui ferait exploser laré-
gion n’est pas inconcevable. C’est la
guerrede 1973 [contre Israél], qui a per-
mis au pere de Bachar [Hafez al-Assad]
de gouverner la Syrie pendant si long-
temps. Pourtant, cette guerre, il'avait
perdue mais il a su négocier. Si on en
arrivait a cette fuite en avant, cela pro-
voquerait une guerre régionale.

Vous qul étes salafiste, étes-vous favo-
rable 2 une intervention occidentale ?
Nous souhaitons un soutien internatio-
nal a la révolution.

Y compris armé?

Bien stir! Car, maintenant, le mouve-
ment pacifique est terminé. Nous avons
1a capacité humaine de combattre, mais
cequi nous manque, ce sont des armes,
du matériel, de lalogistique et je veux
transmettre ici une idée essentielle a
1’Occident : une fois que la révolution
aura gagné, nous respecteronsles con-
ventions internationales et voudrons
avoir de trés bonnes relations avec la
communauté internationale. Il faut que
1"Occident négocie avec 1'opposition qui
estsur leterrain etdans le combat ef-
fectif. Pas avec ceux qui ont des cravates
[ie Consed national syrien, qui représente
Ies principales formations d ‘opposition,
ndir] et dont V’influence est limitée.
Moi, je suis en communication avec
70% des leaders du terrain, qu'ilssoient
islamistes, laics, drnuzes...

Et si I'Occident veut vérifier ce que je
représente militairement, jesuis prét a
faire exécuter des opérations militaires
en des endroits déterminés 4 I’avance.
Cette révolution est forte parce qu’elle
est populaire, qu’elle englobe toutes les
composantes du pays, passeulement les
islamistes. Il y a un risque que ke monde
extérieur comprenne de fagon incor-
recte notre révohition, qu'il croie qu'elle
est islamiste. C’est pourquoi je me suis
senti le devoir de venir expliquer ce qui
se passe en Syrie et dssiper tout malen-
tendu. En Egypte, les salafistes ne veu-
lent pas que les chrétiens batissent ou
réparent des églises.. Mon islam
m’oblige non seulement 2 permettre
leur construction, mais a y participer,
méme si je dois porter les pierres sur
mes épaules. Notre ennemi est celui qui
est injuste, pascehui avec lequel on est
endésaccord. C'est une révolution dans
le salafisme. Pour la premiére fois, un
cheikh salafiste veut que la reconnais-
sance de I autre se fasse indifféremment
de sa religion, de ses opinions politi-
ques, de ses origines, et accepte non
seulement de reconnaitre ses différen-
ces mais de les accepter. Je n’ai pas
d’objection 2 ce que la Syrie ait un pré-
sident chrétien, druze ou alaouite, a
condition qu’il établisse la justice. =
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Syrie: I'ONU n’a pas dit
sa derniere resolution

HUMANITAIRE Un texte sur I’envoi d une force conjointe
doit étre vote aujourd’hui par I’Assemblée générale.

uelques jours apres
les vetos russe et chi-
nois qui avaient pro-
voqué la colére des
Occidentaux et d’une grande
partie du monde arabe, une
nouvelle tentative pour con-
damner la répression en Sy-
rie a lieu A ’ONU. DAssem-
blée générale doit en effet
voter aujourd’hui un projet
de résolution, non contrai-
gnant, a la différence de ceux
approuvés par le Conseil de
sécurité.
Cessez-le-feu. La Russie,
principal soutien avec la
Chine du régime du prési-
dent Bachar al-Assad, s’est
déclarée préte a étudier la
proposition de la Ligue arabe
de déployer une force con-
jointe ONU- Arabes en Syrie,
tout en jugeant qu’un ces-
sez-le-feu préalable 4 I’envoi
de soldats de maintien de la
paix était nécessaire. Une
position partagée par Pékin,
qui a dépéché en Egypte un
émissaire, Li Huaxin, pour
s’entretenir avec Nabil al-
Arabi, le secrétaire général
de la Ligue arabe. Appelant
la Syrie 4 mettre un terme
«immédiat» aux violences, la
vice-ministre chinoise des

Affaires étrangeres, Cui
Tiankai, qui accompagnait Xi
Jimping, le probable futur
numeéro 1 chinois lors de sa
visite aux Etats-Unis hier, a
souligné que la Chine «atta-
chait une grande importance
au rle joué par la Ligue arabe
dans la recherche d’une solu -
tion politique au probléme
syrien».

«Si Ia résohution est partisane
et ignore que des gens sont
tués par des groupes armés de
I’'opposition, elle sera inutile.»
Serguei Lavrov ministre russe des

Affaires étrangéres

De son cb6té, le chef de la
diplomatie turque, Ahmet
Davutoglu, a exhorté hier les
Nations unies a s’impliquer
non seulement sur le plan
politique, «mais aussi sur le
plan humanitaire». Il a appelé
de ses veeux I’ouverture d’un
corridor en Syrie qui per-
mettrait d’avoir acces aux
personnes souffrant du man-
que de nourriture et de mé-
dicaments. Une idée soute-
nue par Paris dés le mois de
novembre et qui fera I’objet
de la rencontre prévue

aujourd’hui 4 Vienne entre le
ministre francais des Affaires
étrangeres, Alain Juppé, et
son homologue russe, Ser-
guei Lavrov.
Nature. En dépit de signes
d’ouverture a I’égard d’une
solution de maintien de la
paix, Russie comme Chine
ont rappelé leur souhait de
voir émerger un dialogue
avec les autori-
tés syriennes,
émettant de
nombreuses ré-
serves quant a
la nature de la
nouvelle réso-
lution proposée
al’ONU. «Sila
résolution est partisane et
ignore le fait que des gens sont
tués par des groupes armés de
I’opposition, alors elle ne sera
pas utile», a déclaré Lavrov,
jugeant qu’isoler le régime
d’Al-Assad était une «er-
reur». «Tout le monde appelle
a la fin immédiate des violen-
ces sanglantes en Syrie. Mais
si le Conseil de sécurité fait un
mauvais choix, cela risque
d’engendrer encore plus de
violences», a pour sa part es-
timé son homologue chinois.
JULIETTE RABAT
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

,.Kein Libyen-Szenario fiir Syrien*

Generalsekretér der Arabischen Liga bei Merkel / Amerika: Friedenstruppe unrealistisch

ban./riib/P.K. BERLINNWASHINGTON/
PEKING, 14. Februar. Bundeskanzlerin
Angela Merkel und der Generalsekretér
der Arabischen Liga, Nabil al Arabi, ha-
ben einander versichert, im Falle Syriens
komme ein ,Libyen-Szenario®, also ein
militarisches Eingreifen von aulen, nicht
in Betracht. Frau Merkel empfing Arabi
am Dienstag im Bundeskanzleramt. Am
Sonntagabend hatten die Auenminister
der Liga in ihrem Syrien-Beschluss je-
doch mit einer Militarintervention ge-
droht. In der Resolution der Liga heif3t
es, indem das Regime von Prisident As-
sad die Forderungen der Liga erfille,
wvermeidet Syrien die Folgen einer milité-
rischen Intervention®.

Mit der Kanzlerin besprach Arabi Mog-
lichkeiten, Russland doch noch fiir einen
Sanktionsbeschluss des UN-Sicherheitsra-
tes zu gewinnen. Frau Merkel du3erte vor
dem Treffen in der Offentlichkeit, die Eu-
ropdische Union unterstiitze die Haltung
der Arabischen Liga und sei zu weiteren
Sanktionen gegen Syrien bereit. Sie wiir-
digte, dass die Arabische Liga eine feste
Haltung zu den Menschenrechtsverlet-
zungen in Syrien eingenommen habe. In
dem anschlieBenden Gesprich wurde
deutlich, Erwartungen von Teilen der sy-
rischen Opposition, es solle ein militéri-
sches Vorgehen zur Beseitigung des As-
sad-Regimes geben, wiirden sich nicht er-
fiillen. Frau Merkel und Arabi sprachen
sich dagegen aus, hiel3 es in Berlin. Den
Einsatz einer Friedensmission mit UN-
Blauhelmsoldaten und arabischen Trup-
pen, den die Arabische Liga gefordert hat-
te, hatte das Assad-Regime schon abge-
lehnt.

Auch die AuBenminister der Vereinig-
ten Staaten und der Tiirkei bekréftigten
jedoch am Montagabend, dass eine Frie-
densmission in Syrien ohne Zustimmung
der Fiihrung in Damaskus nicht méglich
sei. Voraussetzung fiir solch ein Eingrei-
fen sei die Unterstiitzung der syrischen
Regierung, sagten Hillary Clinton und
Ahmet Davutoglu in Washington. Prisi-
dentensprecher Jay Carney sagte, ohne ei-
nen Waffenstillstand in Syrien und ohne
eine Resolution des UN-Sicherheitsrates
sei eine solche Mission nicht denkbar.
Liga-Generalsekretdr Arabi hatte sich
vor dem Aufienministertreffen der Arabi-
schen Liga vom Sonntag fiir eine neue Be-
obachtermission der Liga und der Verein-

ten Nationen ausgesprochen. Das hatte
auch der deutsche AuBenminister Guido
Westerwelle befiirwortet.

Frau Merkel und Arabi vermieden es,
uiber einen Einfluss von Al Qaida auf Ent-
wicklungen in Syrien zu sprechen. Der
Generalsekretdr der Liga erlauterte Vor-
stellungen tiber ein ,Treffen der Freunde
Syriens“, das am 24. Februar in Tunis ab-
gehalten werden solle. Er machte die Er-
wartung deutlich, Deutschland moge sich

Pro Assad: Syrischer Valentinstag roto AFP

beteiligen. Frau Merkel legte sich nicht
fest. AuBenminister Westerwelle hatte
sich aber frith fir die Einrichtung einer
~Syrien-Kontaktgruppe® ausgesprochen,
wie sie in Tunis zusammenfinden soll.

In Washington waren sich die Aufen-
minister Clinton und Davutoglu einig,
dass humanitére Hilfe fiir die Menschen
in Syrien notig sei, um dem Mangel an
Nahrungsmitteln und an Medizin zu be-
gegnen. Die Tiirkei bemiihe sich beim
UN-Menschenrechtsrat in Genf um eine
humanitire Initiative, sagte Davutoglu.
Die UN-Hochkommissarin fiir Menschen-
rechte Navi Pillay hatte am Montag vor
der UN-Vollversammlung dem Assad-Re-

gime eine ,Todesschuss-Taktik” vorge-
worfen. Es lasse gezielt auf unbewaffnete
Demonstranten schieBen. Zehntausende
Menschen seien in Syrien willkiirlich fest-
genommen worden, darunter zahlreiche
Minderjahrige. 25000 Syrer hatten be-
reits im Ausland um Asyl gebeten, weite-
re 70 000 seien innerhalb der Landesgren-
zen auf der Flucht. ,Das Ausmaf3 und die
Art der Angriffe der Sicherheitskrifte
auf Zivilisten, die umfassende Zersto-
rung von Héusern, Kliniken, Schulen und
anderen zivilen Einrichtungen deutet auf
eine Billigung oder Mittaterschaft der Be-
horden auf hochster Ebene hin®, sagte
Frau Pillay. Sie dridngte den UN-Sicher-
heitsrat zum Handeln. Nach Gesprichen
mit EU-Ratsprasident Herman van Rom-
puy und EU-Kommissionsprésident José
Manuel Barroso verteidigte jedoch der
chinesische Ministerprasident Wen Jia-
bao die Haltung seiner Regierung, die
mit Russland eine Resolution des Sicher-
heitsrats verhindert hat. Die dringendste
Aufgabe in Syrien sei es, Krieg und Cha-
os zu vermeiden. Dazu diene die chinesi-
sche Politik.

In Homs, der Hochburg der syrischen
Regimegegner, sollen Truppen des As-
sad-Regimes am Morgen mit der Bombar-
dierung des Stadtteils Baba Amr begon-
nen haben. Das teilte die in London an-
sassige ,Syrische Beobachtungsstelle fiir
Menschenrechte® mit. Im Durchschnitt
fielen zwei Raketen pro Minute; es sei
der schwerste Beschuss seit fiinf Tagen.
Mehr als 100 000 Syrer sitzen nach Anga-
ben von Aktivisten wegen des Dauerbe-
schusses in der von regimetreuen Trup-
pen belagerten Stadt Homs fest. Die Men-
schen aus dem Viertel Baba Amr konn-
ten nicht mehr fliehen, sagte ein Opposi-
tioneller der Deutschen Presse-Agentur.
Jedes Fahrzeug, das die Gegend verlas-
sen wolle, werde angegriffen. Nach Anga-
ben von Aktivisten kamen bei den Atta-
cken am Dienstag mindestens 24 Perso-
nen ums Leben.

In der von deutscher Seite als ,,Informa-
tionsgesprach® gekennzeichneten Unter-
redung der Bundeskanzlerin mit dem Ge-
neralsekretdr der Arabischen Liga be-
schrieb Arabi die Entwicklung in einzel-
nen arabischen Landern im zweiten Jahr
der Arabellion. Der ,Wind des Wechsels*
habe die Region erreicht. Frau Merkel
sagte in allgemeiner Form politische und
wirtschaftliche Unterstiitzung zu.
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,,Gewalt noch schlimmer“

SYRIEN Die UN-Hochkommissarin fiir Menschenrechte, Navi Pillay, beklagt in New York
eine ,Todesschusstaktik“ des Regimes. Zudem gebe es mehr als 18.000 Gefangene

AUS GENF ANDREAS ZUMACH

Die UN-Hochkommissarin fiir
Menschenrechte, Navi Pillay, hat
dem Regime von Syriens Prasi-
dent Assad vorgeworfen, mit ei-
ner gezielten ,Todessschusstak-
tik“ gegen Oppositionelle vorzu-
gehen. In einer Rede vor der UN-
Generalversammlung in New
York kritisierte die Stidafrikane-
rin am Montagabend zugleich
das russisch-chinesische Veto ge-
gen eine Syrien-Resolution des
Sicherheitsrats.

,Die Fihrung in Damaskus
geht mit Panzern, Artillerie und
Scharfschiitzen gegen unbewaff-
nete Demonstranten vor, und
ohne Warnung wird auf Men-
schen geschossen, die friedfertig
fiir ihr Recht eintreten’, erklarte
die Hochkommissarin fiir Men-
schenrechte bei ihrem Auftritt
vor der Generalversammlung.
LArt und Ausmafl“ der von den
Sicherheitskraften begangenen
Taten zeigten, dass ,seit Marz
2011 wahrscheinlich Verbrechen
gegen die Menschlichkeit began-
gen wurden” Mit ihrem Veto ge-
gen eine Syrien-Resolution des
Sicherheitsrates hatten Moskau
und Peking das Assad-Regime
noch ermutigt, kritisierte Pillay.
Seitdem sei ,die Gewalt noch
schlimmer geworden”

Nach den Erkenntnissen der
Hochkommissarin sind in Sy-
rien ,alleinim letzten Jahr 5.400
Menschen ums Leben gekom-
men, vor allem Zivilisten und
Soldaten, die nicht auf Zivilisten
schieflen wollten” Es sei prak-
tisch unmoglich, diese Zahl zu
aktualisieren, weil das Regime

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

, Wir schicken ja
auch keine Soldaten
indie USA“

SYRIENS UN-BOTSCHAFTER DSCHAAFARI

allen Beobachtern den Zugang
verweigere, Kkritisierte Pillay
,Aber wir wissen, dass es jeden
Tag mehr werden.“ Die Hoch-
kommissarin sprach von einer
,groflen und systematischen
Kampagne der Aggression ge-
gen Zivilisten“ in Syrien. Es gebe
,mehr als 18.000 Gefangene’,
fir die kein Haftbefehl vorliege.
Sie habe den UN-Sicherheitsrat
aufgefordert, den Internationa-
len Gerichtshof einzuschalten.

Diese Manner wurden in der Haft von syrischen Sicherheitskraften misshandelt Foto: reuters

Die Proteste gegen das Regime
stufte Pillay als ,weitgehend
friedlich“ ein, wobei der bewaff-
nete Widerstand in letzter Zeit
aber zunehme.

Syriens UN-Botschafter Ba-
schar Dschaafari wies die Vor-
wiirfe zurtick. Sein Land kampfe
»nur gegen Terroristen”. Der von
der Arabische Liga vorgeschlage-
ne Einsatz von UN-Blauhelmsol-
daten zum Schutz der Demonst-
ranten sei absurd: ,Wir schicken
ja auch keine Soldaten in die
USA, um die Occupy-Wall-Street-
Demonstranten zu schiitzen.” Zu
einer Blauhelm-Mission der
UNO wird es nicht kommen, da
Voraussetzung hierfiir die Zu-
stimmung des Assad-Regimes
und ein Waffenstillstand in Syri-

en waren. Das erklarten nach
Russland und Chinas gestern
auch die USA, die Tiirkei sowie
Frankreich, Grofbritannien und
Deutschland.

Bei einem Treffen mit dem
Generalsekretar der Arabischen
Liga, Nabil Elarabi, am Dienstag
in Berlin kiindigte Bundeskanz-
lerin Angela Merkel weitere
Sanktionender EUan,zur Unter-
stiitzung des Kampfes gegen das
Assad-Regime” Merkel erklirte,
die Arabische Liga habe zu Syrien
eine ,feste Haltung eingenom-
men, die deutlich auf die Men-
schenrechtsverletzungen durch
die Regierung Assad“ hinweise.
Die EU unterstiitze diese Haltung
und werde sie durch weitere
Sanktionen untermauern.
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LIBANON

Elnwohner: 4 Millicnen
Staatsform: parlamentarische
Republik

Staatschef: Miche! Sulaiman
Besonderhelten: von Konfessio

I
sches System

Der Libanon ist am unmittelbarsten betroffen von den Kimp-
fen und miglichen Umwillzangen in Syrien. Denn der Liba-
non ist wirtschaftlich, politisch und sozial am meisten ver-
woben mit Syrien - stand das Land d
ter dirckter syrischer Kontrolle: Erst n
tion 2005 nach dem Mord an Ex-Premier Rafik Harird verie-
Ben Zehntausende syrische Truppen das Land. Vor allem
aber sind die I\cn\lkcmng und dic politischen Parteicn anta-
p-unhch g«paln-n in Unterstiitzer des Regimes von Ba-
schar al Assad wer des Aufstandes gegen ihin, jo
nachdem Wl‘l!.ht“l Konfession sie angehdiren: Die Hisbollah,
michtigste politische Kraft in der Regierung, ist dem Assad-
Re il Be-

wegu
Iran dient, der via Damaskus die Hubolhh ‘mit Geld und
‘Waffen versorgt. Daher steht die Hisbollah fest an der Scite
Assads und wiirde durch einen Regimewechsel deutlich ge-
schwiicht werden. Die Bowegung um Ex-Premicr Harird so-
wie einige christliche Gruppen dagegen begrisen den Auf-
stand und witnschen cinen Sturz des syrischen Regimes.
Doch die Angst davor, dass dee Konflike (lbﬂ.(mfm und
das fragile ko im Libanon durch
nanderbringen kdnate, filhrt dazu, dass sich alle Partelen
zuriickhalten und abwarten. Am Wochenende gab es die ers-
ten drci Tolm i der nordlibanesischen Stadt TnpolL

titen m w.u-.m.nnm be um,-a.-n. nnm entlilesich d«

r.u oder in der Am-m—hen Liga. Den ilnp!cn Beschluss
vom Sonntag, die Bczl\-h\mx\n zur sydsdm Opposition
und die dj mit Da-
maskus abzubrechen, lehnt die Regierung rundweg ab.

Bisher sind etwa 5000 Fliichtlinge aus Syrien iber die

Grenze gekommen, zumeist im Norden in der Region um
Wi l\ll klulcd vvu nnhxheﬂlkh Sunmlcn leben und viele Fa-
i Die meisten

sm-! btl Verw, th 1 untes q.-rlommcn. an
ISRAEL
Bawohner: 7.8 Milionen
Staatstorm: parlamentansche
Republik
Staatschef: Schimon Peres
on: die gefihlte

Bedkobung durch den lran be-
hevrscht die politische Agenda

Isracl scheint die Entwicklungen in Syrien im Gegensaz zo
denen im Iran ziemlich gelassen zu verfolgen. Hatte es 2u-
nidchst so ausgeseben, als wiirde die politische Fihrung des
Staates am lichsten am Status quo festhalten wollen, also
ecinem Assad-Regime, nbar ist und von dem
keine Kriegsgefahr ausgeht, so glaubt man mittlerweile in
“Tel Aviv, dass das Regime hngfnmx fallen wird. Doch an-
ders als in Agypten, mit dem Israel einen Friedensvertrag
hat, den die neven islamistischen Krifte aufkiindigen kinn-
ten, braucht Israel keine Verschlechterungen durch cinen
Umsturz in Damaskus zu befiirchten: Es gibt selt Jahrzehn-
ten ohnehin nur cinen Waffenstillstand.

Die Sicherung der kurzen Grenze wurde bereits verstirkt,
nachdem palistinensische Demonstranten im Frihjahr aus
Syrien kommend cinfach nach Isracl cinmarschiert waren.
Eine neve Zentralregierung in Damaskus wire nach Ein-
schiitzung israclischer Kommentatoren cher schwach und
damit kaum in der Lage sein, Druck zur Rickgabe des besetz-
ten Golan zu machen. Vielmehs wird jetzt als Vortell gese-
hen, dass cin Sturz des Assad-Regimes die verbiindete His-
bollah im Libanon und damit den Einfluss des Erzgegners
Iran schwichen wilrde. Damit wire die Gefahr ciner neven
bewaffneten Auseinandersetzung mit der Hisbollah, die den
‘(Mlbhm\n beherrscht, geringer, AnJ\-ﬂ als in Agypten, der

hen Heimat der di kten Ei
fluss auf die Islamisten in Gaza haben, werden die Auswis-
Kungen einer mbglichen neven islamistischen Fihrung in
Syrien als weniger dirckt angesehen.

Allerdings sind nicht alle Analysen Isracls Gberzeu-
gend: Armecchef Benny Gantz hatte Kilrzlich das kuriose
Angebot gemacht, den Alewiten - der schiitischen Sekte,
der die Assad-Familic angehrt - Asyl auf dem besetzten
Golan anzubicten. Vor dem Hintergrund, dass dic Riickge-
winnung der Golan-Hohen fir Hafez al Assad und damit
wohl auch fiir seinen Sohn cine hischst emotionale Angele-
genheit war, bei der es um die persoaliche Ehre ging, ist das
entweder als Witz oder Provokation zu verstehen. an

An der Grenze

Die Arabische Liga wirkt geeint. Doch wic verhalten sich Svriens Nachbarn?

Der l-mx.e goplante :\mriunb«mh Jﬂ
der

Homs sitzen nach Angaben von Aktivis-
ten mehr als 100000 Syrer wegen des
l)amrrbcuhu“c\ fest. L nd der jangste

Liga - e

nicht in Bagdad stattfinden, Und das
wiirde bedeuten, dass Katar weiterhin
in .nllm Sizungen den Vorsitz hitte, was

Nabil al Arabi, in Iicrlhnpbl‘undusk:.n
lerin Angela Merkel die Gelegenheit,
der Regionalonganisation den Riicken
2ustirken. Die EU unterstiltze die feste
Haltung™ der Arabischen Liga zu Syrien
und werde sie .durch weitere Sanktio-
nen unatermavern”, sagte ) \duhl am
Dienstag vor cinem bi.

mit den UN in Syrien - h.ﬂ noch einmal
deutlich gezeigt, dass die Organisation
alles andere als geeint ist in ihrer Hal-
tung 2 dicsem Knnﬂikl. Insbesondere
c'mige Nzchhnrlimln wullcn skh d‘.‘!

will.* Katar gilt als trei-

l\nAc Kraft Iunlu der harten Haltung
Begend
Allen .lr:huuhrn Nachbarn ist ge-
meinsam, dass sic wenig Einfluss auf
das Assad-Regime haben. Dessen Dro-

lchcn I‘I.\udcnu‘n Baschar al Assad

Deutschland und die vr\-uli\hc Welt
sind froh, dass dic Organisation aus ihe
rem jahrzehntelangen Dornrdschen-
schlaf erwacht ist und cbenso wie beim
Aufstand in Libyen die Initiative er-
greift. Denn um jeden Prels will man im
Arabischen Frithling den andmt.‘k neo-

Dct Libanon, dessen Regierung von
der mit Syrien verbiindeten Hisbollah
dominiert wird, wies den Beschluss zu-
rick, der auch den Ausbau der Bezichun-
gen zur syrischen Opposition vorsieht.
Und das Nachbarland Irak, enger Ver-
Nlndﬂer&-a lnn, stimmte aur aus 0p-

koloniale

Doch die Zeit dringt, Das syrische
Regime geht weiter brutal gegen dic Op-
position vor, in der Protesthochburg

JORDANIEN

Einwohner: 6.3 Millionen
Staatsform: Manarchie
Staatschef: King Abduliah 11,

Irakischen Liste l‘lkh“ wDer Irak wi |II in
der Liga nicht isoliert dastehen. Denn
dann wird der nichste arabische Gipfel

SYRIEN

hung, der Unt seines Regimes
werde die gesamte Region in Flammen
setzen, nehmen sie aber sehr emst, zu-
mal der Konflike imaer stirker konfes-
sionelle Zige annimmet. Damit ist die
nicht-arabische Tiirkei wohl der wkb

TURKEI

€

Ober Jahre war Syrien cin Schliissclstast in der tirkischen
<Null Problem”Auenpolitk. Mit mauum harmonischen

Elvwohoer: 74,7 Millonen
Staatsform: perlamentarische

Repubik

Staatschet: Abdulal Gul
Besonderhelten: dynanische
AuBenpolitik sieer seibstbewss-
ten Regionatmacht

gion fir Stabilitit und Ruhe sorgen, um das politische Ge-
wichtder
chancen zu verbessern. Der siidliche Nachbar Syrien, mit der
Tiirkei durch eine 900 Kilometer Lange Landgrenze verbun-
den, war dabei ein wichtiger Fakior: yrica solite der Tukei
dasTor, Nahen Dic P

belden$ me hai i ‘Kabinettssi
zungen wurden angesetzt. Doch dann brachen die Unruhen
in Syrien aus, und alles wurde anders.

tigste Spieler, da sic der Op

der Freien Syrischen Armee Unter-
schiupf gewihrt. Israel dogegen schaut
relativ gelassen zu - weil es scine
Grenze zu Syrien als gesichert ansicht
und Forderungen nach ciner Rilckgabe
des besetzten Golan in jedem Szenario
in weite Ferne riicken.

bisch-amerikanischen Kriegsallianz beitrat. Anders als der
meon un\l der Irak hat Jordanien eine relativ homogene

crung und ist daher den konfessioncllen

gene
struktur und Meister im Abfedem
von Koaflkten in Nachbarldncemn

Doch in lovdanlrn und die lshmm;-n Jlr treibende Kraft

filr Reformen

Konke Abdullah 11 Im sidn mit blcl.lumahnu-n zu Syrien
USA,

In Syrien, deren Bewegung immer uhh-r uhmmm zusein
s«.brlnl Damit vm\l dl\' y.lldmm it der syrischen Demo-

engs-
ter VﬂMmdﬂﬂ des h'nmgmdws. im Herbst das Regime
von Baschar al Assad zu attackieren begannen, 208 Inrdzmﬂl

h fiir den Konig. der viel von politi-
schen Reformen redet, aber wenig durchsetzt. Stattdessen
entlisst er rrwrlmi&n die Rexbcnmwschcﬁ Ein Umﬂun:im

Syrien.

lich bemiihte, Baschar al Assad zu Reformen in Syncn wm b\~
wegen, kam im vergangenen August dcr Bruch. Heute istdie

dass Rube un noch
ohne Assad mbglich sind. Deshalb bot Ankara der syrischen
Exilopposit Inn dk‘ M«yn hkeit, sich auf tickischem Bodtn

an dex
ise Gb e Fl derzeltsind
helinge
esrund 7500. Unter den F I hD:
/ey A i Sen Wids 4 As.
d durch d fbau der Freien Syrischen Armee” von der

Tiirkei aus onganisieren.

Fiir die Lisung des Konflikts beim Nachbarn koordiniert
die Tarkei eng mit der Arabischen Liga und dem Golf-Koope-
rationsrat. Einer Militirintervention steht sie offiziell ableh-
nend pegeniiber, w nl ('In miliickscher knnﬂlkl b\'im Nac] h-

barn auch der Trk haden kdnate.
Eperten vermuten aber, dass hinter den Kulissen Gber cine
i wird,  giis
IRAK
Einwohner: 20 Milkonen
Stastsform: foderale Repubis
Staatschet: Dschulal Talaban)

* 579  Besonderelten:in Schiten und
Sunniten gespaitenes Land, in
_ dem der Iran und de Turkel um
Einfluss valisieren
Irak und Syrien, frilher dic beiden rivalisicrenden Baath-Re-
gime in der Region, verbindet cigentlich eine historische
Feindschaft. Doch die Bezichungen hatten sich in den letz-
ten Jahren verbessert. Heute ist der Irak fiir Syrien der wich-
tigste Partner, wenn es gilt, westliche Sanktionen und Em-
bargos zu umgehen: Er liefert bereits fast 20 Prozent seiner
b(‘-om.- in das Sstliche Nachbarland, neue koor«allom'n
n im Jahr
c'llirl sich sicher auch dami: d::ssdcrlnk "“ isch domi
niert and damit seit dem Sturz von Saddam Hussein niber
en Iran gn-n'.\tlu ist, einen der letzten Getreuen Syriens.
Doch besonders in den westlichen Provinzen des Irak, die
an Syrien grenzen und die von Sunniten bewohnt werden,
ist wieds die Solidari mit den fs dischy im
Nachbarland besonders grof. Dabei spick die gemeinsame
sunnitische Identitit eine Rolle, aber vor allem gibt s Fami-
lien- und Stammesbande Giber die Grenze hinweg. Die Pro-
vinz hat Hilfsgiter, Geld und angeblich auch Waffen nach
Syrien gebracht. Der irakische Vize-Innenminister hat zu-
dem vom Einsickern von AFQaida-Kimpfern gesprochen.
Offziell lisst Bagdad keine Walfen Gber die Grenze.

ine
cinheitliche Position gibt es niche: Ohne sich in der Arabi-
schen Liga und Teilen der cigenen Bevolkerung zu isolicren,

Mnul ber 2011
pegen Wi cgen und sprach
sich gegen cinen Rq.umnwn e aus. Millcrinterventionen
von auien wird der Irak aufgrund seiner cigenen Erfabrun-
en ohnehin nicht mittragen. Immer wieder versuchte al Ma-
liki, zwischen der von Katar und den Golfstaaten zu cinem
harten Kurs angetricbenen Ligaund Baschar al Assad zu ver-
mitteln, Doch selbst Schilten befirchten, bel einem Fall das
Assad-Regimes werde der Iran seinen Einfluss im Irak aus-

Hlen. Die irakische Regterune ist zugleich nach &

Abzug der US-Truppen verstirkt dem Zerren durch den Iran
und die Torkei ausgesetze, die nun um Einfluss rivalisieren
und in Positionen vertreten.

nach: Abdullah war der erste arabische der im
November 2011 den Ridcktritt Assads forderte - in der briti-
sch en BB(‘ Damit stelite er sicher, dass dic US-Gelder fur
velter Nicfen. AuBerdem will Jor-
danien aus wirtschaftlicher Not ndher an die reichen Golf-
staaten riscken, die sogar eine Aufnahme des Wiistenstastes
in den Golf-Kooperationstat prifen. Deshalb kann Jordanien

der stirkeren Einfluss haben wilrde, hitte wohl gleichzeitig
cine Stirkung der islamistischen Opposition in Jordanien zur
Folge. Nachdem Tunesien und Agypten bereits das bisherige
Musterland® Joedanien im politischen R iiber-

holt haben, steht Kdnig Abdullah seit dem Ausbeuch des Auf-
stands in Syrien unter noch groferem Handlungszwang. o1
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In der Anbar sollen nun Fiichtlingslager cingerichtes wer-
den ~ wahrscheinlich in erster Lmnr fiar -lk' lnh‘n die sich
nachder US-Invasion 2003
krieg nach Syrien gefliichtet ln«cn Mit einer Million Iraker
hatte Syrien die weit Flachdinge
‘was im Nachbarkand nicht \'rrxfﬂcﬂ ist an
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Brisante Syrien- Gesprache in Wien

Die jiingste Entwicklung in
Syrien verleiht den
Gespriichen des russischen
Auflenministers Sergej
Lawrow am Rande der
UN-Antidrogenkonferenz
in Wien besondere Brisanz.
Am Mittwoch traf Lawrow
Michael Spindelegger.

Josef Kirchengast

Wien - Die Ankiindigung eines
Verfassungsferendums durch den
syrischen Prisidenten Bashar al-
Assad (siehe Artikel unten) dnder-
te die Ausgangslage fiir das Tref-
fen zwischen Auflenminister Mi-
chael Spindelegger und seinem
russischen Amtskollegen Sergej
Lawrow, das fiir Mittwochabend
im Wiener Aufienministerium an-
gesetzt war.

Russland begriindet sein Veto
gegen eine Resolution des UN-
Sicherheitsrates zu Syrien bisher
unter anderem damit, dass durch
starkere Einflussnahme von au-
fen die Lage im Land noch
schwieriger und Reformen zusitz-
lich erschwert wiirden. Den Hin-
weis, dass Russland selbst Waffen
an das syrische Regime liefert,
kontert Moskau mit der (nicht né-
her erliuterten) Behauptung, die
syrischen Regimegegner (,Terro-
risten®) erhielten ihrerseits Waf-
fen aus dem Ausland.

Im Gegensatz zu Russland und
im Einklang mit dem jiingsten
Vorstofl der Arabischen Liga und
mehreren  westlichen  Staaten
spricht sich Spindelegger Klar fiir
einen Uno-Einsatz aus, um
die Gewalt in Syrien zu
beenden.  Frankreich,
dessen Aufenminister
Alain Juppé ebenfalls
an der Wiener UN-
Konferenz teilnimmt,
hat zuletzt eine Wende

SCHWERPUNKT:
Umgang mit
Regime in
Damaskus

':‘ﬁ..’ = o

S N

Einwohner der syrischen Aufstindischen-Hochburg Homs in einem Schutzquartier.

angedeutet. Nachdem Juppé noch
am Montag gemeint hatte, ein in-
ternationaler Militireinsatz kon-
ne .die Lage nur verschlimmern®”,
schloss der Pariser Auflenamts-
sprecher Bernard Valero tags da-
rauf eine UN-Friedensmission in
Syrien nicht mehr aus.

Lawrow selbst war vor etwa ei-
ner Woche bei Assad und wurde
in Damaskus von jubelnden Mas-
sen empfangen. Russland unter-

hilt in Syrien seinen einzi-
gen Flottenstiitzpunkt im

Mittelmeer.

Lawrow zeigte in Da-
maskus  erwartungs-
gemaf Verstindnis f
den Prisidenten.
jeder Staatschef in je-

ur

dem Land muss sich seiner Ver-
antwortung bewusst sein. Sie sind
sich Ihrer bewusst*, sagte Lawrow
zu Assad laut russischen Nach-
richtenagenturen.

Ein Treffen zwischen Lawrow
und Juppé in Wien wurde offiziell
nicht angekiindigt, aber allgemein
erwartet. Nicht geplant ist eine ge-
meinsame Pressekonferenz.

Als weiteres heifles Thema des
Gesprichs zwischen Spindelegger
und Lawrow galt der Atomstreit
mit dem Iran. In jiingster Zeit ver-
dichten sich die Hinweise, dass Is-
rael schon bald einen Militér-
schlag gegen iranische Atomanla-
gen starten konnte. Russlands Sy-
rien-Position wird auch in diesem
Konnex gesehen: Angesichts ei-

) |

Foto: Reulers

nes drohenden Flichenbrandes in
der Region wolle Moskau seinen
syrischen Briickenkopf unter al-
len Umstdnden halten.

An der UN-Konferenz iiber die
Bekiampfung des Drogenschmug-
gels aus Afghanistan am heutigen
Donnerstag in der Wiener Hofburg
nehmen auch Uno-Generalsekre-
tar Ban Ki-moon, der afghanische
Aufenminister Zalmai Rassoul
und US-VizeauRenminister Wil-
liam Burns sowie weitere Regie-
rungsmitglieder aus zahlreichen
Staaten teil. In einer politischen
Absichtserklarung sollen Ziele
etwa zu koordiniertem Vorgehen
gegen die Geldwische von Erlosen
aus Drogengeschiften formuliert
werden.
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Dix jours dans l'enfer de Homs,

la «capitale rebelle» pil

Le régime de Bachar
el-Assad a lancé hier
I'un des assauts

les plus violents

sur la troisieme ville
du pays. Au mépris
des morts civiles

Andrés Allemand

Deux roquettes a la minute. Une
veéritable pluie de bombes s'abat-
tant sur les quartiers sunnites ac-
quis a l'opposition. Et puis les tirs
ur les toits.
S Syrie et «capitale
de la révolution», Homs a subi hier
le pilonnage le plus violent de ces
derniers jours, assure I'Observa-
toire syrien des droits de 'homme.
Les forces loyalistes, depuis dix
jours, entreprennent d’écraser les
bastions rebelles défendus par les
nombreux déserteurs ralliés a lI'Ar-
meée libre syrienne.

Les écraser, quitte a tuer sans
retenue des centaines de civils.
Plus de 300, selon I'opposition. Et
d’innombrables blessés. Voila qui
provoque I'indignation de la haut-
commissaire de 'ONU aux droits
de I'homme. Car pour Navi Pillay,
cela ne fait pas I'ombre d'un
doute: ces «attaques sans discerne-
ment» contre des zones densé-
ment peuplées ont €té «encoura-
géesy par le veto qu'opposent Mos-
cou et PéKin a toute initiative du
Conseil de sécurité des Nations
Unies. C'est une carte blanche a
Bachar el-Assad.

Les fantomes de la mort

Comment les habitants survivent-
ils sous les bombes? Ici, un bati-
ments'effondre, tuant une famille
entiére. La, ¢’est un hopital de for-
tune qui subit des tirs. «La situa-
tion est tragique», s'alarme Hadi
Abdallah, I'un des rares contacts

La ville de Homs transformée en champ de bataille

{ CAUDULLO. SOURCE: REUTERS, B4C

m
eitoun

W

@ Quartiersrebelles
(pilonnés par I'armée)

@ Zones aforte
densité alaouite
(comme le régime)

joints par I'Agence France Presse
malgré la coupure presque totale
des communications téléphoni-
ques. Ce membre du Conseil de la
révolution de Homs affirme que
les gens sont «entassés dans les
abris» et que «depuis une semaine
les morts sont enterrés dans les

5, car méme les cimetiéres
s par des tirs». Surtout, la
situation est critique pour les fem-
mes enceintes, les cardiaques, les
diabétiques et tous les blessés qui
ne peuvent étre évacués vers des
hopitaux de fortune. Lesquels,
d'ailleurs, manquent cruellement
de médicaments.

De retour de Homs, o il s’est
rendu avec I'écrivain franco-ameé-
ricain Jonathan Littell, le photo-
journaliste Mani décrit dans Le
Monde une population survivant
sans électricité depuis que les

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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transformateurs ont été détruits
par les forces loyalistes. Et faute de
fuel, les gens se chauffent au bois.
Depuis longtemps, les enfants res-
tent cloitrés a la maison pour ne
pas étre la cible des snipers. Mais
ils n’y sont pas non plus en sécu-
rité, note Paul Wood, le reporter
de la BBC. La nourriture com-
mence a manquer. Et outre les
bombes, des milices prorégime
surnommeées shabihas, c’est-a-dire
«fantomes», passent de maison en
ison, semant la mort parmi les

Les tunnels de survie

Pour survivre, habitants et com-
battants cassent les murs séparant
les maisons afin de pouvoir circu-
ler acouvert, a I'abri des balles. Un
tunnel aurait méme été creuse, se-
lon France 24, pour désenclaver le
quartier de Karm el-Zeytoun. On
I'a surnommé le «tunnel de Ra-
fah», en référence a ceux creusés
dans cette ville palestinienne, en-
tre la bande de Gaza et I'Egypte.

Paul Wood raconte comment
les quartiers sunnites, largement
acquis au soulévement, sont pilon-
nés depuis les zones alaouites et
chrétiennes. Méme s’il dit avoir
croisé des loyalistes sunnites et des
rebelles chrétiens ou alaouites, le
risque de dérive vers un conflit pu-
rement confessionnel est réel. Le
photographe Mani, pour sa part,
note que les familles alaouites et
sunnites fuient les quartiers multi-
confessionnels, les premiers trou-
vant refuge dans des zones loyalis-
tes, les seconds cherchant abri
parmi les rebelles en dépit des
bombardements.

La derive confessionnelle est-
elle encore évitable? En tout cas, le
Conseil national syrien s’y em-
ploie. Aujourd’hui a Doha, il doit
désigner un nouveau président.
Or, parmi les trois favoris, figure
un chrétien: I'opposant historique
George Sabra.
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Il Manifesto (Italie / Italy)

SIRIA - Si ripete la stessa operazione mediatica: come per la «guerra umanitaria» in Libia

La (dis)informazione a senso unico

Marinella Correggia

entre sulla Siria va avanti il

grande gioco diplomatico

e dalla Siria continuano ad
arrivare versioni contrastanti e con-
trapposte delle violenze che insan-
guinano il paese ormai da quasi un
anno, vale la pena cercare di rompe-
re I'assedio mediatico e la narrazio-
ne a senso unico (in favore degli in-
sorti, ovvio) data da governi e media
occidentali. Questo per cercare di fa-
re un po’ di chiarezza ed evitare il ri-
petersi di uno scenario alla libica.
Anche in vista, per chi ne sia interes-
sato, della manifestazione fissata
per domenica prossima a sostegno
del Consiglio nazionale siriano
(Cns) a cui pare abbiano aderito fra
gli altri Cgil, Arci, Acli, Libera.

Basato in Turchia (ma il suo lea-
der Bhouran Gharioun vive a Parigi
da decenni, sostiene perd di rappre-
sentare I'80% dei siriani), il Cns, at-
traverso i suoi «osservatori sui diritti
umani» da Londra e i cosiddetti «Co-
mitati di coordinamento locale», & la
fonte quasi esclusiva delle notizie
pubblicate sui media che accredita-
no la versione di una «rivolta a mani
nude contro il dittatore».

A differenza dei settori dell’oppo-
sizione favorevoli al negoziato e non
alla lotta armata né all'ingerenza
straniera, il Cns rifiuta ogni possibile
negoziato e mediazione (come il
Cnt libico, a suo tempo). Non ne ha
bisogno, perché ha trovato molti al-
leati fra i paesi occidentali e le petro-
monarchie del Golfo, ai quali ha
chiesto da tempo I'imposizione di
una no-fly zone «per la protezione
dei civili» (per esempio in ottobre e
in gennaio: http:/www.wallstreetita-
lia.com/article/1307700/siria-opposi-
zione-invoca-intervento-onu-serve-
no-fly-zone.aspx). Del resto come va-

ri analisti hanno spiegato, soprattut-
to nel caso siriano la no-fly zonenon
avrebbe senso e dovrebbe piuttosto
sfociare in un vero e proprio soste-
gno aereo anti-Assad.

1l Cns ha stretto in dicembre un
patto di collaborazione (http://www.
nytimes.com/2011/12/09/world/midd-
leeast/factional-splits-hinder-drive-t
o-topple-syrias-assad.html?_r=1&pa-
gewanted=all) con il cosiddetto
"Esercito siriano libero".

1l rappresentante del Cns in Italia
(e organizzatore della manifestazio-
ne del 19 a Roma) @ Mohammed No-
or Dachan. Sul sito del Cns risulta af-
filiato alla Fratellanza musulmana
(http:/lwww.syriancouncil.orglen/
members/item/241-mohammad-
nour-dachan.html). Lui sostiene
che I'Esl é fatto di «soldati, sottuffi-
ciali e ufficiali che hanno scelto diri-
fiutare di sparare alla gente comune
disarmata e non & un esercito di
guerra, ma ha solo l'obiettivo di di-
fendere le manifestazioni». In realta
I'Es] & responsabile di uccisioni di
soldati e civili siriani (ci sono elenchi
nominativi documentati) e atti di sa-
botaggio e terrorismo (di recente de-
cine di morti in esplosioni ad Alep-
po). Accanto all’Esl I'intervento ar-
mato occidentale e delle petro-mo-
narchie c’e gia e da tempo. Non sot-
to forma di bombardamenti ma di fi-
nanziamenti e invio di armi, consi-
glieri e mercenari.

Mentre la Turchia offre la base lo-
gistica all'Esl, Qatar e altri paesi non
fanno mistero del loro appoggio «di-
plomatico» e finanziario e in armi; a
meta gennaio lo sceicco Bin Khalifa
Thani ha dichiarato la volonta di
mandare truppe. Inglesi e francesi
hanno confermato di aver mandato
unita ad assistere i rivoltosi. Sono
state scoperte armi inglesi avviate
clandestinamente, sul suolo siriano

sono gia operativi commandos e for-
ze speciali. L'obiettivo  di creare del-
le«zone liberate» cosi da legittimare
I'intervento «umanitario» esterno.
Da tempo I'opposizione siriana ot-
tiene armi (http:/irt.com/news/syria-
opposition-weapon-smug-
gling-843/). Obama pensa di replica-
re i successi libici: nessun uomo, nes-
sun morto americano, ma consiglie-
1i e soldi. Indiscrezioni raccolte dal
Guardian sulla presenza di reparti
speciali britannici e americani al
fianco degli insorti. E le voci diffuse
dal sito israeliano Debka (vicino al

Mossad, ma informato) su truppe in-
glesi e qatariote con i ribelli a Homs.

Poi ci sono i mercenari libici. Do-
po un incontro, in dicembre, di Gha-
lioun a Tripoli con i nuovi leader,
centinaia di volontari libici sarebbe-
ro partiti per la Siria, sparpagliati tra
Homs, Idlib e Rastan (http:/www.
corriere.itlesteri/12_febbraio_10/olim-
pio-siria-insorti_a9528996-53da-11e
1-ala9-e74b7d5bd021.shtml).  La
missione & coordinata dall’ex qaedi-
sta Abdelhakeem Belhaj, figura di
spicco della nuova Libia, e dal suo vi-
ce Mahdi al Harati.

L’UNICO FILM CHE UNISCE LITALIA

«« A FORZA DI RISATE

N

N Z ™,
ANGELA FINOCCHIARO - VALENTINA LODOVINI - NANDO
& Gattleyd , QMHMIWTMQGIM

Al CINEMA DIMILANO
COLOSSEQ - DUCALE - GLORIA - PLINIUS
THE SPACE CINEMA ODEON
UCI CINEMAS BICOCCA - UCI CINEMAS CERTOSA
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)
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La Vanguardia (Espagne / Spain)

El Asad presenta un proyecto de
Constitucion de dudosa viabilidad

EE.UU. y la oposicion siria descalifican el referéndum sobre el texto del dia 26

Algunos habitantes de la bombardeada Homs se cobijaron en un refugio del barrio de Bab Amro

TOMAS ALCOVERRO
Beirut. Corresponal

El proximo 26 de febrero tiene
que celebrarse en Siria el referén-
dum anunciado el pasado agosto
sobre la nueva Constitucion.

El texto fue entregado solem-
nemente al rais, Bashar el Asad,
Egr la comision de juristas que lo

elaborado durante cuatro me-
ses, dentrodel programa de refor-
mas pregonadas por el presiden-
te para democratizar el régimen
paso a paso, sin precipitarse por
los acontecimientos que ensan-
grientan a la poblacion, provoca-
dos por la intensificacion de re-
presiones gubernamentales y de

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

actos guerrilleros yatentados, re-
conocidos hasta por EE.UU,, de
confusos grupos de la insurrec-
cion. En laCasaBlanca, el proyec-
to fue calificado de “ridiculo”.
El ministro de Asuntos Exterio-
res francés, Alain Juppé, defen-
di6 ayer en el Parlamento Euro-
peo que estén armindose algu-
nos grupos de oposicion, “para
protegerse, pero la agresion, la
responsabilidad de la agresion
contra la poblacién civil, viene
muy claramente del régimen”.
La tragedia de Siria, del régi-
men y de la oposicion, es que no
sevislumbra elmenor compromi-
s0 para evitar el derramamiento
de sangre. E]l Consejo Nacional

Sirio, en el exilio, que pretende
representar a los grupos de la
oposicion, divididos, sobre todo,
respecto a una intervencion mili-
tar extranjera, como en Libia, ya
ha declarado que el Gobierno de
Damasco carece de la “autoridad
moral de proponer una nueva
Constitucion que solo aspira a
mantener al régimen en el po-
der”. Lo importante es que el Es-
tado controla el ejército y las fuer-
zas de seguridad, no la adopcion
de una nueva Carta Magna.
Bashar el Asad, inmutable, es-
td empefiado en continuar, por
una parte, con las anunciadas re-
formas politicas, y por otra, con
el uso despiadado de la fuerza

Iran proclama
avances en su
programa nuclear

= Iran proclamo ayer, en
una ceremonia transmiti-
da en directo por la tele-
vision estatal, que ha lo-
grado nuevos avances en
su programa nuclear. El
presidente, Mahmud Ah-
madineyad, anunci6 el
desarrollo de una nueva
generacion de centrifuga-
doras capaces de enrique-
cer uranio a un ritmo
tres veces mas rapido
que las anteriores, y que
los reactores han comen-
zado a operar por prime-
ra vez con combustible
fabricado en Iran. Segiin
la agencia oficial de noti-
cias, fue el propio Ahma-
dineyad quien introdujo
la primera barra del com-
bustible nacional en el
reactor de investigacion
médica de Teherin. Tam-
bién anunci6 la puesta en
funcionamiento de 3.000
nuevas centrifugadoras
en Natanz, la mayor cen-
tral del pais, donde ya
hay 9.000. “Nuestro cami-
no nuclear no se deten-
dra”, lanz6 Ahmadineyad
en desafio a las sanciones
impuestas por Occidente,
que le acusa de esconder
objetivos militares. A la
ceremonia de ayer asistie-
ron familiares de cientifi-
cos nucleares asesinados
-segin Teherin- por
Israel y Estados Unidos.
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ABC (Espagne / Spain)
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Publico (Portugal)

Funeral mmw em Damasco; o regime diz que 2000 soldados ja morreram
¥

y Al 1) 28

SEUTERS

Raides intensificam-se em Homs,
arabes admitem armar oposicao

Estados Unidos dizem estar a estudar proposta da Liga Arabe para envio
de uma missao de paz conjunta com as Nacoes Unidas

Sofia Lorena

@ As forgas do Presidente Bashar al-
Assad intensificaram ontem os bom-
bardeamentos contra a cidade de
Homs, no Centro da Siria, a0 mesmo
tempo que atacaram noutras frentes.
obrigando os residentes de uma locali-
dade junto a capital a fugir. Enquanto
as bombas caem nos bairros residen-
ciais de Homs, a tercs cidade do
pais, na Assembleia Geral da ONU o
conllito continua r debatido e as
accoes do regime sio descritas como
atrocidades que o Tribunal Penal In-
ternacional deveria investigar.

“0 horror da brutalidade que esta-
mos a testemunhar em Homs é um
pressagio sombrio de que o pior esta
por acontece sou em Nova lor-
que a alta comissaria da ONU para os
Direitos Humanos, Navi Pillay.

Pelo menos 19 pessoas foram mortas
ontem, a maioria em Homs. “O bom-
bardeamento de Bab Amr é 0 mais
violento dos dltimos cinco dias. Em

média, caem dois rockets por minuto™,
disse & AFP Rami Abdel Rahman, do
Observatorio dos Direitos Humanos,
que redne informagoes a partir de
activistas no terreno. A ONU falou na
m:undu -feira em 300 mortos desde o
io do ataque, hi dez dias.
dl) ,\ib(‘lﬂ()& 0 que I'.uer com os

feridos. Desde que o assalto comegou,
temos m ", d i
oacti bdallah, do bairro

de Bab Amr, bastiao da revolta que o
regime quer esmagar. “Ha mulheres
gravidas, pessoas com doencas cardia-
diabetes, e sobretudo feridos que
0 conseguimos tirar daqui”, descre-
ve, “Cada vez que a comunidade inter-
nacional faz uma declaracio forte, o
regime decide vingar-se de nés. E esta
atendéncia que observame

Avioléncia nido esteve contida a
dade da revolugio”. Activistas ouvidos
pelo Guardian deram conta de con-
frontos em Altarib, perto de Aleppo,
a capital econémica do pais. Mais a
sul, junto a Damasco, os ataques cen-

traram-se em Rankous, um dos subir-
bios da capital onde o Exército Livre,
formado por desertores, conseguiu
erguer alguns checkpoints ha duas

semana. gundo disse o activista
Ibn al-Kalmoun ao Washington Post,

as linhas telefonicas foram cortadas
e muitos habitantes fugiram.

Todo “o apoio materlal"
Depois do veto da Russia e da China
auma resolucio a pedir a Assad para
deixar o poder, é na Assembleia Ge-
ral que se discute o conflito, “Quanto
mais tempo a comunidade internacio-
nal demorar a agir mais a populagio
civil vai sofrer atrocidades”, disse Navi

, 08 paises drabes
" uma resolus

sOes NAo 30 vinculs G

A frente diplomatica trava-se tam-
bém em encontros bilaterais. A secre-
téaria de Estado Hillary Clinton esteve
ontem com o ministro dos Negocios

Estrangeiros da Turquia, pais que
pondera a abertura de corredores
humanit para tentar levar ajuda
populagoes. Os EUA disseram estar
a estudar a Gltima proposta da Liga
Arabe - 0 envio de uma missio de paz
conjunta dos arabes e da ONU, iniciati-
va que Damasco rejeitou de imediato e
que muitos paises so aceitariam com o
aval do Conselho de Seguranga.
No texto em que pediu a criach
missio, a Liga também decidiu lume
cer todo o apoio politico e materi:
oposi¢cao, uma frase que abre a por
te a armar os opositores. Diplomatas
presentes no encontro e ouvidos on-
tem pela Reuters confirmam essa in-
terpretacao. “E inaceitivel que Assad
ine civis enquanto assisti em
siléncio”, diz um desses diplomat
Vamos comegar por dar apoio fina
ceiro e diplomitico mas se os as
nios do regime continuarem, os civis
terdo de ser ajudados a proteger-se.
Aresolugio da aos estados tod
opeoes para proteger os sirios.”

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Na Siria, clandestino

Jonathan Littell
no “outro lado
do espelho”

@ Homs era o destino. S6 0 percurso
da uma historia, a primeira que o ro-
mancista Jonathan Littell vai publicar
nojornal El Pais. A viagem comega em
Tripoli, a cidade do Norte do Libano
onde confrontos entre apoiantes do
regime sirio e opositores fizeram trés
mortos no fim-de-semana. A compa-
nhia vai mudar mas um trio permane-
para Jk mde Imcll Mani, um foto-
adeum
libanés que e revolugao em
vez do casamento m:urcado. edesde
Julho transporta feridos, activistas ou
jornalistas pela fronteira.

“Vamos por caminhos cheios de la-
ma, entre casas e campos de lavoura,

cruzando-nos com criangas ranhosas
e mal vestidas, colmeias, alguns cava-
los™,

descreve o autor de As Benev n!nr
. Os dois telemaveis de “A Cole
0 Exército Li-
vre tem observadores em todo o la-
do para prevenir os movimentos de
tropas ou a colocagiio de barreiras dv
controlo méve mais perigo

“A Colera’ tem uma granada r\mndl
da junto ao volante; se o apanharem,
nao sera com vida™.

Littell. nascido
em Nova lorque
eaviverem
Barcelona, é
autorde As
Benevolentes,
vencedor do
Prémio Goncourt

“Passamos para o outro lado do es-
pelho creve na fronteira.

A cada fase do percurso, novos
guias, para seguirem com o grupo ou
jarem um pouco i frente ou atras,
Jovens, “niao mais do que agricultores
com maos vermelhas e calejadas”.

Qusayr é uma paragem grande. A
cidade que os acti s dizem que
o regime nao deixara cair, para nio
perder a fronteira, mas onde Littell ob-

serva como os membros do Exército
Livre circulam a vontade. De Qusayr

em casa, de carro em carro, de mao
s d imensa rede de ci-
vis que ajuda a revolugio. “E como
se, diante da malha policial e de se-
guranga dn l';nr(ido B.‘L'l s’ociud;\de

nla vez mais,
, 0s de-

N hgura.s rvh}.,u Sas €,
membros das forg

Para ja, Litell
sgunda rede, de
resisténcia, imaginando que “sempre
tenha existido” até se separar da pri-
meira mo se, desde a Primavera
passada, a sociedade siria se tivesse
desdobrado e e sem agora du
sociedades, num conflito mortal.”
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Ao mesmo tempo que ataca Homs, Assad
anuncia referendo a nova Constituicio

® O mesmo regime que bombardeia
ha 13 dias, sem descanso, a cidade de
Homs prometeu referendar até ao
final do més uma nova Constituicao
para instaurar o multipartidarismo na
Siria. A oposicao diz que a iniciativa
chega “com 1l meses de atraso” - agora
s0 o afastamento do Presidente Bashar
al-Assad seria aceitavel.

Apesar do cenario de guerra vivido
no pais, Damasco diz que a consulta
acontecera no proximo dia 26 e que,
90 dias depois, os sirios serao chama-
dos a eleger um novo Parlamento.

A nova Constituicdo deixa cair a
clausula 8, um artigo que definia o par-
tido Baas, no poder ha quase 50 anos,
como “dirigente do Estado e da socie-
dade”. Em seu lugar, estipula o prin-
cipio do “pluralismo politico” - ape-
sar de proibir a formacao de partidos
com base religiosa, excluindo assim a
Irmandade Muculmana - e prevé que
o Presidente passe a ser eleito “por
sufragio universal directo, por dois
mandatos de sete anos cada”.

Estas eram algumas das exigéncias
da oposicao quando, em Marco, saiu
pela primeira vez a rua. Mas 11 me-
ses de repressao e milhares de mor-
tos depois, ja nao aceita aquilo que a

Soldados em momento de pausa

Russia definiu como “um importante
passo em frente” dado por Damasco.
“A verdade é que Assad aumentou a
matanca na Siria. Ele perdeu toda a
legitimidade e nao estamos interes-
sados em constitui¢oes podres, novas
ou velhas”, disse a Reuters Melhem
al-Droubi, do Conselho Nacional Sirio,
que junta varios grupos da oposicao.

No terreno, as forcas do regime

lancaram um novo ataque contra
Hama, a quarta maior cidade da Si-
ria, célebre pelo massacre de dez mil
civis em 1982, as maos dos soldados
enviados pelo pai do actual Presiden-
te para esmagar uma rebeliao sunita.
As comunicac¢des com a cidade foram
cortadas, mas os activistas dizem que
os tanques abriram fogo contra trés
bairros, e uma coluna militar vinda
do aeroporto avanc¢ou para o centro
da cidade.

Em Homs, as forcas governamentais
voltavam a metralhar o bairro de Baba
Amr, epicentro dos combates. Ao ama-
nhecer, um oleoduto que passa junto
ao bairro explodiu - o Governo falou
numa ac¢ao de sabotagem, a oposicao
diz que foi a aviacao do regime a atin-
gir a estrutura - e ja ao final do dia uma
mesquita local foi bombardeada.

Perante estes “escandalosos massa-
cres”, o chefe da diplomacia francesa,
Alain Juppé, voltou a defender a aber-
tura de corredores humanitarios para
levar ajuda as zonas sitiadas. Dificil-
mente, porém, o projecto passara no
Conselho de Seguranca da ONU, por
obrigar ao envio de uma for¢a militar
que nem russos nem ocidentais acei-
tam. Ana Fonseca Pereira
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Mistrust at vow on vote

OUR CORRESPONDENT
IN DAMASCUS

SYRIAN President Bashar al-
Assad has announced a referen-
dum will be held at the end of
this month on constitutional re-
form - but his troops yesterday
renewed efforts to crush the op-
position with military might.

The referencum will vote on
a draft constitution that would
effectively end nearly 50 years
of single-party rule, Syrian state
TV reported yesterday. The new
document removes Article 8
which declares the Baath Party,
in power since 1963, the “leader
of the state and society”.

Once the referendum has
taken place, elections would be
held with 90 days.

“The political system of the
state will be based on a principle
of political plurality and democ-
“[Troops] shot their
guns in the air and
arrested passers-by"

Activist in Barzeh district

racy will be practiced through
the voting box,” Syria TV cited
the draft as saying.

But evidence of the president’s
promises of “a new era in co-op-
eration with all spectrums of the
Syrian people” was in scant sup-
ply on the ground yesterday as
troops continued to bombard
rebellious suburbs of Homs, and
laid siege to part of Damascus.

Forces from the president’s
elite 4th Division, backed by
armoured personnel carriers,
stormed the Barzeh district of
the capital, in the closest deploy-
ment of troops to the centre of
the city so far in the 1l-month
uprising. Roadblocks were set
up in the early morning, and
4xds, trucks and buses carrying
troops drove into the district.

One activist said: “They shot
their guns randomly in the air
and arrested passers-by. They
took more than 100 residents of
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An oil pipeline was set on fire in an explosion at Bab Amro, near

Homs, yesterday as violence continued

Barzeh. They ordered students
going to school to return to
their homes. Then they ran raids,
breaking into houses, smashing
and looting possessions and tak-
ing the men prisoner.”

Troops were scarching for
the armed militia men that call
themselves members of the
Free Syrian Army, resiclents said.
Even in the centre of the capi-
tal, the heartland of the regime,
members of the opposition have
formed armed cells.

For the past few months, as
night fell over Barzeh, crowds
have gathered among the crum-
bling old city walls to shout for
the downlfall of the regime. Such

Picture: Reuters

protests last only minutes — and
have been violently dispersed
up by security forces. But recent-
ly = when surrounded by their
own militia men -~ the crowds
had become ever more openly
defiant and have been able to
hold large celebratory protests
for nearly a month.

“Now we have our fighters
to protect us; the regime knows
this and they don't dare to come
here. We are not safe, but now if
the regime wants to come he has
to bring tanks and troops,” saic
Asra, a Sunni Muslim who has
been calling for the demise of
the regime since early April.

Yesterday, troops stationed

at the Tishreen Military hos-
pital in Damascus had slipped
away from their posts, activists
said. They defected to Barzeh,
prompting the violent crack-
down by Mr Assad’s men.

Opposition  figures  have
quickly rejected the referendum
as another ploy by the regime.

Omar al-Khani from the Syr-
ian  Revolution Co-ordinators
Union said: “{Bashar al-Assad]
will bring his shabiha [govern-
ment militia drawn from the
ruling Alawite sect] and few sup-
porters, to vote and declare him-
sell the winner. He will show the
images on Syrian national tel-
evision and use them to say that
everybody supports him.”

Mr Khani also claimed the re-
gime would threaten people to
vote favourably: “The regime will
say, Those people who don’t sup-
port this new law and who don't
want to join this referendum are
supporting the terrorists’.”

Syria is a country in crisis,
and it is hard to see how a ref-
erencdum can be carried out ef-
ficiently and credibly at short
notice. Clashes between security
forces and emboldened, increas-
ingly militarised rebels are being
reported from virtually all parts
of the country. In a conflict that
looks increasingly like a civil
war, it may be too late for such
political measures.

Meanwhile, France said it was
negotiating a new UN Security
Council resolution on Syria with
Russia, Mr Assad’s ally and main
arms supplier, and said it also
wanted to create “humanitarian
corridors” to ease the plight of ci-
vilians caught up in the violence
by allowing aid groups access.

Russian foreign minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said he would hear
French foreign minister Alain
Juppe’s views, but added: “If the
plan is to use the Security Coun-
cil and UN to acdopt some lan-
guage to help legitimise regime
change, then I'm afraid interna-
tional law does not allow this
and we cannot support such an
approach.”
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Syria answers U.N. with shelling

BEIRUT

Latest assault on Homs
is reported as severe as
calls for diplomacy fail

BY NEIL MACFARQUHAR
AND RICK GLADSTONE

The Syrian government on Tuesday
brushed aside a stern castigation from
the top United Nations human rights of-
ficial about its deadly attacks on civil-
ians, calling her assessment propa-
ganda as Syria’s military resumed what
one activist described as the “‘brutal
shelling” against the central city of
Homs.

A day after the official, Navi Pillay,
the U.N. high commissioner for human
rights, offered a grim appraisal of the
Syrian conflict, activists said the
shelling resumed in earnest at 6 a.m.
Tuesday, with rockets and tank shells
whistling into parts of the city as often
as every two minutes.

It was the heaviest shelling in at least
five days, activists said, particularly
targeted at the neighborhood Baba
Amr. Videos uploaded on YouTube
showed gray and black smoke billowing
high overhead as shells crashed into the
buildings, while the staccato rattle of
machine gun fire sounded constantly.

“The idea of safety doesn’t exist any-
more in Baba Amr,” said Omar Shakir,
an activist in the neighborhood reached
via Skype. ‘‘Scary is all that exists.””

The neighborhood was hit by occa-
sional mortar shells overnight, he said,
with the heavier shells starting at first
light.

Although some people managed to
flee the heart of the area, it was hard to
leave entirely because it was hemmed
in by government forces as it has been
since the shelling started on Feb. 4.

Food was running low, despite efforts
by residents to open a shuttered mini-
market to get what they could.

“We are under full siege. It is horrible
here,” Mr. Shakir said. “I have not
tasted bread for the past five days.”

He estimated that 60 percent of the
buildings in the neighborhood had been
damaged by the shelling.

Explosions erupted in the back-
ground as he spoke. Another activist
said four men from Hama had managed
to reach the neighborhood overnight to
deliver much-needed medical supplies

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Civilians fleeing from fighting on Tuesday after tanks of the Syrian Army entered the northwestern city of Idlib.

as well as baby formula, blankets and
clothes. The men wore four layers of
clothes to carry as many items as they
could, said the activist, identified only
by his nickname, Abu Omar.

The Syrian government contends
that it is attacking foreign-inspired ter-
rorist gangs in Baba Amr, and that the
fires are tires set alight to make it seem
as though the buildings are burning.
Syria has severely limited the foreign
media’s access to the country, so claims
about the fighting in Homs were im-
possible to verify independently.

But with diplomacy stalled, the re-
newed onslaught seemed to reflect Ms.
Pillay’s accusation at the United Na-
tions that the Syrian authorities were
interpreting the repeated international
failure to end the violence as a green
light to escalate deadly attacks on its
political opponents with indiscriminate
brutality and *‘overwhelming force.”

The Syrian Arab News Agency, which
is controlled by the government, said
Tuesday that the Foreign Ministry had

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

sent Ms. Pillay a letter emphasizing its
“‘absolute rejection’ of her claims.

““The Ministry pointed out that the
commissioner has been turned into a
tool in the hands of some countries tar-
geting Syria and ignoring the terrorist
crimes committed by the armed
groups,” the news agency said.

Ms. Pillay’s appraisal, delivered in a
tone of cold frustration, was presented
on Monday at an unusual meeting of the
General Assembly devoted entirely to
the Syrian conflict, despite strenuous
objections from Syria and a few of its
dwindling number of allies, notably Iran
and North Korea.

Ms. Pillay’s remarks, and the support
for her expressed by the United States,
the Arab League and a wide spectrum of
diplomats at the public forum of a UN.
General Assembly meeting, amounted
to astrong rebuke to Syria. But her frus-
tration also seemed directed at the in-
ability of the United Nations, the Arab
League or any other group to devise a
workable proposal to help resolve the

crisis in Syria, now nearly a year old.

“The longer the international com-
munity fails to take action, the more the
civilian population will suffer from
countless atrocities committed against
them," Ms. Pillay said.

On Tuesday, China, which with Russia
vetoed an Arab and Western plan to
urge President Bashar al-Assad to step
aside, said it had sent a Foreign Min-
istry envoy, Li Huaxin, to Cairo for what
were called “frank and useful” talks
with Nabil al-Araby, the head of the
Arab League, news reports said.

Mr. Araby has been canvassing sup-
port for a joint Arab League-U.N. peace-
keeping force in Syria, but the authorit-
ies in Damascus have rejected the idea
outright and Russia has spoken dis-
missively of it.

Rick Gladstone reported from New York
Hwaida Saad contributed reporting from
Beirut, Alan Cowell from London, Liam
Stack from Cairo, and Steven Lee Myers
from Washington.
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Syria sets date for vote on constitution

BEIRUT

Proposal for referendum,
to be held Feb. 26, comes

amid unyielding violence

BY NEIL MACFARQUHAR
AND ALAN COWELL

With Syrian cities under fire and resi-
dents saying life is ever more unbear-
able, President Bashar al-Assad has set
adate later this month for a referendum
on a new constitution, the state-run
SANA news agency said Wednesday, a
gesture apparently intended to offer
some kind of government-controlled
change after almost a year of the most
sustained crackdown in the Arab Spring
protests.

The plan has been discussed for some
time, and Mr. Assad said in January that
the referendum would take place in
March. But, SANA said, the Syrian lead-
er has now issued a decree setting Feb.
26 as the date for a ballot.

Even before the violence worsened,
the idea of a referendum had seemed to
pale before the severity of the crisis, and
it was not clear how voting could take
place peacefully in some areas where
government forces are fighting daily
battles with army defectors, analysts

The administration of President
Barack Obama dismissed the idea as
“laughable,” Reuters reported.

“It makes a mockery of the Syrian
revolution,” the White House press sec-
retary, Jay Carney, told reporters aboard
Air Force One as Mr. Obama headed to
Wisconsin. “Promises of reforms have
been usually followed by increases in
brutality and have never been delivered

upon by this regime since the
of peaceful demonstrations in Syria. The
Assad regime’s days are numbered.”
Reuters also reported that military
units backed by armored personnel car-
riers rumbled into the Barzeh neighbor-
hood of the capital, D on Wed-

cultural history.”

The announcement of a date for a ref-
erendum came after 13 days of bom-
bardment of parts of Homs, where a fuel

nesday and that elite troops searched
houses and made arrests, apparently
looking for military

pipeline fire blazed Wednesday as resi-
dents recounted days of deprivation,

The call for constitutional change was
made by opposition figures at the begin-
ning of the Syrian uprising last March,
but their demands have since hardened
into a clamor for Mr. Assad’s departure,
a refrain echoed by much of the Arab
League and many Western nations, but
not by China and Russia.

Last year, Mr. Assad had also prom-
ised elections in February, but the an-
nouncement Wednesday spoke only of a
referendum on constitutional changes.

On Sunday, Mr. Assad received adraft
of the new constitution from a panel set
up in October to frame it, SANA said, de-
scribing the document as transforming
“Syria into an example to follow in
terms of public freedoms and political
plurality in a way to lay the foundation
for a new stage that will enrich Syria’s

“Promises of reforms have
been usually followed by
increases in brutality and have
never been delivered upon.”

with rockets and tank shells exploding
around them as they sought to escape
by bribing government soldiers during
Iulls in the fighting.

A young woman who fled Homs for
Beirut spoke Tuesday of the hellish ex-
perience that she and others had en-
dured, trapped in their dwellings with-

French officials in Paris urged the cre-
ation of humanitarian corridors to per-
mit access for international aid workers.

Activists also spoke of a renewed as-
sault in Hama, a city just north of Homs
in west-central Syria that was the scene
of a massacre in 1982 in which the forces
of Mr. Assad’s father killed 10,000
people. The reports said government
forcesin Hama were blasting residential
areas with sustained machine gun fire.

According to Syrian state television,
the draft constitution permits a presi-
dent to be elected to two seven-year
terms, setting a limit for the first time in
decades. Mr. Assad’s father, Hafez al-As-
sad, ruled for 29 years before his death 11
years ago, when his son took over.

The draft would also dilute the status
of the Baath Party as “‘the leader of the
state and society”’ by permitting politic-
al pluralism. The constitution would for-

out heat while P
breaks in the military offensive to for-
age for food or try toflee.

Such is the sense of deprivation in
some Syrian areas that on Wednesday,

bid the of parties based on reli-
gion, profession or regional interests —
apparently forestalling the legalization
of the Muslim Brotherhood or Kurdish
parties in the northwest of the country,

Syrian television said.

Talk of a new constitution offered a
counterpoint to events on the ground.

By Wednesday, Homs’s agony had
been compounded by a huge blaze after
the fuel pipeline was hit in Baba Amr, a
neighborhood where activists have re-
ported shelling for 12 straight days. Im-
ages posted by activists on social net-
working sites showed thick black smoke
billowing over what seemed to be resi-
dents’ homes.

SANA said an “armed terrorist
group” had blown up the pipeline sup-
plying diesel fuel to Damascus and to
the south of the country.

‘With diplomacy stalled, the French for-
eign minister, Alain Juppé, took his turn
‘Wednesday in efforts to restart interna-
tional negotiations on a solution in Syria
after Russia and China vetoed a plan
backed by the Arab League and Western
nations almost two weeks ago that would
have required Mr. Assad to step down.

Speaking to a French radio station, he
said moves were under way to over-
come Russian objections before a “‘sym-
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by President Bashar al-Assad, whose photo adorned sandbags near Damascus, drew scorn from the White House.

bolic”” resolution at the United Nations
General Assembly is submitted on
Thursday, Reuters reported. He also
urged the U.N. Security Council to dis-
cuss the creation of humanitarian cor-
ridors to permit aid to reach “the zones
where there are scandalous mas-
sacres.”

The young woman who fled Homs, a
19-year-old student who spoke on the

ition of ity because her

parents were still in the city, arrived in
Beirut on Tuesday. She said that troops
allowed civilians to escape Saturday
and Sunday and that people bribed sol-
diers to ferry them out of the Inshaat
neighborhood on tanks or to clear road-
ways for them to drive their cars out.

She described a city where “‘all roads
were closed, and even if they weren't,
the shelling makes it impossible for you
to go anywhere.”

Alan Cowell reported from London.
Hwaida Saad and an employee of The
New York Times in Beirut and Rick Glad-
stone in New York contr ibuted reporting.
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Assad announces vote
on a new constitution

PaTrICK J. MCDONNELL
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

With Syria plunging
toward civil war, President
Bashar Assad announced
Wednesday that a nation-
wide referendum would be
held this month on a new
constitution that is the
centerpiece of what he says
is a plan to reform the coun-
try.

The opposition dis-
missed the announcement
as an effort to buy time, and
it was unclear how the gov-
ernment could hold a refer-
endum in a country riven by
violence. Large areas of Syr-
ia are no longer even under
government control.

The new constitution
would enshrine freedom of
Speech and worship, along
with other basic liberties,
and end the monopoly on
power held by Assad’s Baath
Party, which has ruled for
four decades.

The state-run Syrian Ar-
ab News Agency said the
changes could “turn Syria
into an example to follow in
terms of public freedoms
and political plurality.”

But Assad’s foes say the
government regularly tram-
ples on rights guaranteed in
the current -constitution.
They scoffed at the pro-

posed reforms as a sign of
desperation.

“This shows Assad is liv-
ing in an alternate reality,”
said Rafif Jouejati, a U.S.-
based spokeswoman for the
Local Coordination Com-
mittees, a Syrian opposition
coalition. “It’s completely
impractical.”

White House Press Sec-
retary Jay Carney labeled
the proposed referendum
“laughable.”

“It makes a mockery of
the Syrian revolution,” Car-
ney told reporters aboard
Air Force One.

The referendum is prob-
ably meant in part to as-
suage Syria’s dwindling list
of foreign allies, notably
Russia, which along with
China vetoed a United Na-
tions Security Council reso-
lution this month that
backed a plan for Assad to
give up power. Russia has
pressed Assad to push
ahead with reforms.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov, speaking in
The Hague, called the plan
for a referendum “a step for-
ward.”

Even as Assad an-
nounced the referendum, a
thick plume of black smoke
billowed from a fuel pipeline
in the city of Homs, which
hasbecome afocus of the es-
calating conflict.

The government and the
opposition accused each
other of attacking the pipe-
line in Syria’s third-largest

city.
Opposition activists said
the  government  had

launched new assaults on
Homs and other rebel
strongholds. The opposition
reported at least 32 people
Killed across the country, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera, the
pan-Arab satellite TV net-
work.

In Homs, opposition and
human rights activists have
accused security forces ofin-
discriminately shelling civil-
ian areas. The official news
agency denied that, saying
“armed terrorist groups”
were bombing residences in
Homs in an effort to spread
panic.

At the United Nations, di-
plomats were working on a
General Assembly resolu-
tion condemning the Syrian
government, which may
come to a vote as early as
Thursday. General Assem-
bly action carries less legal
weight than a Security
Council resolution, but can-
not be vetoed.

patrick.mcdonnell
@latimes.com

Special correspondent,
Rima Marrouch
contributed to this report.
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‘Brutal shelling,’ deaths
lead to fears of civil war

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT — Syrian
government forces re-
newed their assault on
the rebellious city of
Homs on Tuesday in
what activists described
as the heaviest shelling in
days, as the U.N. human
rights chiefraised fears of
civil war.

Troops loyal to Presi-
dent Bashar Assad have
been shelling Homs for
more than a week to re-
take parts of the city cap-
tured by rebel forces.
Hundreds are believed to
have been killed since last
Saturday, and the human-
itarian conditions in the
city have been worsening.

Homs was under “bru-
tal shelling” on Tuesday,
the Local Coordination
Committees activist
group said, citing its
network of witnesses on
the ground.

With diplomatic efforts
bogged down, the conflict
in Syriais taking on the
dimensions of a civil war,
with army defectors
clashing almost daily
with soldiers.

U.N. human rights
chief Navi Pillay warned
on Monday that the Secu-
rity Council’s failure to
take action has embold-
ened the Syrian govern-
ment to launch an all-out
assault.

The uprising began last

-
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¥ ok

Associated Press

Civilians flee after Syrian army tanks enter the
northwestern city of Idlib on Tuesday.

March as mostly peaceful
protests against Assad’s
authoritarian rule, but
has become more milita-
rized in the face of the
brutal military crack-
down.

Pillay told the General
Assembly that more than
5,400 people were killed
last year alone, and the
number of dead and in-
jured continues to rise
daily.

She said tens of thou-
sands of people, includ-
ing children, have been
arrested, more than
18,000 reportedly are still
arbitrarily detained and
thousands more are re-
ported missing. In addi-
tion, 25,000 people are
estimated to have sought
refuge in neighboring

countries and more than
70,000 are internally
displaced.

Also Monday, the Oba-
ma administration said it
backs Arab League plans
to end continuing vio-
lence in Syria but noted
several obstacles to de-
ploying a proposed in-
ternational peacekeeping
force to the country and
withheld full endorse-
ment of the idea.

The administration has
said repeatedly it does not
see amilitary solution to
the crisis in Syria, yet U.S.
officials indicated they
would consider the Arab
League call for peace-
keepers and discuss it
with various countries to
see whether such an idea
is feasible.
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The Wall Street Journal (USA)

U.S. on Watch for Syria WMDs

Satellites and Other Surveillance Equipment Used to Monitor Suspected Storage Sites

By Apam Entous
Anp JAY SOLOMON

WASHINGTON—The U.S. and
some Mideast allies are intensifying
surveillance of Syria’s chemical and
biological depots amid fears that the
weapons could go loose if unrest es-
calates out of control.

Syrian forces stepped up their as-
sault on rebellious cities Wednesday,
the Associated Press reported, while
President Bashar al-Assad ordered a
referendum for Feb. 26 on a new
constitution that would create a mul-
tiparty system in a country that has
been ruled by his autocratic family
dynasty for 40 years.

Mr. Assad has also talked of hold-
ing parliamentary elections after the
referendum. But after months of the
regime’s crackdown, the opposition
dismisses any talk of reform, saying
that they don't believe Mr. Assad will
really loosen his iron grip on power
and that his ouster is the only solu-
tion.

The U.S. is using satellites and
other surveillance equipment to
monitor suspected chemical and bio-
logical weapons storage sites in
Syria, military officials said, reflect-
ing Washington’s concerns about a
growing proliferation threat.

Officials say, however, that they
have seen no evidence so far to sug-
gest that any of the stockpiles are in
immediate danger of being overrun
by antiregime forces or Islamist mili-
tants, which they believe are cur-
rently incapable of conducting raids
of the necessary sophistication. Facil-
ities where stocks of nerve agents
and mustard gas are stored are
guarded by regime loyalists and were
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providing rebels with more capabil-
1ty.

U.S. officials said they believe the
Syrian regime has strong reasons to
secure their weapons stockpiles.
“Most countries that have [chemical
weapons]| stocks view it as a strate-
gic, not tactical, tool—and strategic
tools are usually pretty well pro-
tected,” a U.S. official said.

The Obama administration has in-
tensified coordination with Syria’s
neighbors, particularly Iraq, Lebanon
and Jordan, to guard against the po-
tential of Syrian weapons of mass de-
struction moving outside its borders,
U.S. and Arab officials said.

The U.S.-led effort underlines
Washington’s concern over the in-
creasing violence in Syria and the
lack of options to address it after
China and Russia this month vetoed
a United Nations Security Council
resolution calling for President Assad
to step aside.

Activists on Tuesday reported
some of the heaviest shelling of
Homs yet in the 11th day of a siege
that activist groups say has left hun-
dreds of Syrians dead. Along with
battles between troops and defectors
around Hama, in which five govern-
ment soldiers were Killed, 20 civil-
ians were killed by government
across Syria on Tuesday, the UK.-
based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights reported. Another opposition
group, the Local Coordination Com-
mittees, reported 40 people killed.

Arab states continued to prepare
a new U.N. General Assembly resolu-
tion that would ramp up diplomatic
pressure on the Assad regime. The
Arab League on Sunday passed its
own Syria resolution, proposing a

Arab states were readying to arm op-
position forces.

U.S. military leaders believe they
need a clearer picture of the array of
rebel forces on the ground before
considering taking any steps to aid
any of the groups with equipment.
Potential options include providing
nonlethal communications gear to
the rebels, officials said.

At a Senate hearing Tuesday, the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Gen. Martin Dempsey, highlighted
the gap in U.S. intelligence about Mr.
Assad’s opponents. “We don’t have
as clear an understanding of the na-
ture of the opposition. We are work-
ing with the intelligence community
to develop it,” Gen. Dempsey said.

It took the U.S. months to assess
the opposition in Libya. U.S. military
officials said the situation is even
more complicated in Syria, where Mr.
Assad commands heavily armored
brigades, sophisticated air defenses,
thousands of rockets and chemical
weapons.

“You thought Libya was hard,” a
U.S. military official said of any po-
tential intervention.

Pointing to the threat posed by
Syria’s chemical and biological weap-
ons stocks, Gen. Dempsey said: “We
are watching the trend lines on their
military to make sure they are still
under control of the regime.”

Gen. Dempsey said the Free Syr-
ian Army currently is the centerpiece
of the opposition and is “for the
most part” made up of fighters from
Syria, but he added: “We also know
that other regional actors are provid-
ing support and that complicates the
situation.”

Intelligence agencies are working

series of bombings in Syria. Officials
say some Sunni militants have en-
tered Syria from neighboring Iraq.
The U.S. believes at least some of the
arms being used by rebels in Syria
were supplied by Sunni tribes in Iraq.

Gen. Dempsey didn’t confirm re-
ports about al Qaeda’s involvement
but said the group’s presence in
Syria shouldn’t be discounted. “All of
the players in the region, it seems,
have a stake in this. Those who
would like to foment a Sunni-Shia
standoff, and you know who they are,
are all weighing in in Syria,” he said.

The U.S. and its allies have long
monitored Syria’s chemical weapons
stockpile.

“Syria is a country of significant
proliferation concern, so we monitor
its chemical weapons activities very
closely,” White House National Secu-
rity Council spokesman Tommy
Vietor said. “We will continue to
work closely with like-minded coun-
tries to impede proliferation to
Syria’s chemical weapons program.”

Separately, Gen. Dempsey said
that on a trip to Egypt over the
weekend, he tossed out his planned
agenda for meetings and told his
counterparts, including the country’s
military ruler, Field Marshal Hussein
Tantawi, that they had to resolve U.S.
complaints over the treatment of
pro-democracy groups and detained
Americans.

“I am convinced that potentially
they were underestimating the im-
pact of this on our relationship,” he
said. “When I left there, there was no
doubt that they understood the seri-
ousness of it.”

Egypt is pursuing charges that
more than 40 people, including 16
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Assad sets Feb. 26 vote on

It would expand some
freedoms but falls short
of opposition demands

BY L1z SLYy

BEIRUT — Svrian President Bashar
al-Assad on Wednesday ordered a
referendum to be held Feb. 26 on a
new constitution, a move that ap-
peared unlikely to defuse the coun-
try’s rapidly escalating crisis.

The document allows multiple
political parties to competein elec-
tions for the legislature, setsa limit
of two seven-year terms on the
president and eliminates a clause
that guarantees political suprema-
cy to Assad’s Baath Party, accord-
ing to copies of the draft circulat-
ingin the Syrian press.

But it also gives sweeping pow-
ers to the president to decree laws,
appoint the government and dis-
solve parliament, and seemed de-
signed to ensure that the current
system remains largely intact.
With most members of the opposi-
tion calling for the ouster of the
Assad regime, activists said the
document falls far short of their
demands for radical change.

“It's a non-starter,” said Shakeeb
al-Jabri, a pro-democracy activist
who is based in Beirut. “It’s incred-
ibly weak. The powers it gives to
people are limited. It confirms our
fears that there will be no true
reform under Assad, only cosmetic
reforms.”

Theannouncement comes amid
a major offensive launched by Syr-
ian security forces to quell the
country’s 11-month-old revolt, in
which more than 5400 people
have been killed, according to the
United Nations. Hundreds have
reportedly died in this latest as-
sault, many of themin the besieged
neighborhood of Bab Amr in the
city of Homs, which has emerged
as the epicenter of the increasingly
armed revolt.

On Wednesday, security forces
expanded the offensive to include
the city of Hama, and attacks have
also taken place in opposition
strongholds in the northern prov-
ince of Idlib, the eastern province
of Deir el Zour and the southern
province of Daraa. The human
rights advocacy group Avaaz said it
had documented 20 deaths in
Wednesday's attacks.

Activists also questioned how
the government intended to hold a

constitution

L ald
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

Syrian rebels participated in a weapons-training exercise outside Idlib on Tuesday, a day on which Syrian
security forces renewed their assault on the rebellious city of Homs.

referendum at a time when vio-
lence is engulfing the country. “I'm
not sure how people are supposed
to go out and vote when their
towns and cities are under bom-
bardment,” Jabri said.

The intensity of this latest offen-
sive, which began on the eve of a
failed attempt by the United States
and its allies to secure a UN. Secu-
rity Council resolution condemn-
ing Syria, suggests the government
may be hoping it can crush the
uprising before Feb. 26. The reso-
lution, which was intended to add
weight to an Arab League proposal
for Assad to surrender power, was
vetoed by Russia and China.

Russia has since thrown its full
support behind Assad’s reform
program, which had been prom-
ised since the start of the uprising
nearly a year ago. In a speech in
January, Assad pledged to hold a
referendum in February, and on
Wednesday, Russia’s Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov described the
move as “better late than never.”

“Of course, we believe that the
adoption of a new constitution in
Syria is a step forward toward
political pluralism," Lavrov said
after talks with his Dutch counter-
part, Uri Rosenthal, in The Hague.

‘Lot of gambling going on’

The announcement of a date for
the vote came ahead of an expected
flurry of diplomatic activity in the
coming days aimed at solving the
Syria crisis, which many fear could
escalate into a full-blown war and
spill beyond its borders.

Lavrov is expected to meet

Thursday with French Foreign
Minister Alain Juppe to discuss a
French proposal for a new Security
Council resolution. Later in the
day, the UN. General Assembly is
due to vote on a nonbinding reso-
lution put forward by the Arab
League that would condemn the
brutality of the Syrian security
forcesand call for their withdrawal
from residential areas.

On Feb. 24, officials from the
United States, the European Union
and the Arab League are among
those expected to attend a Friends
of Syria meeting called by Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton in Tunisia to explore ways of
helping the Syrian opposition in its
efforts to force Assad’s departure.
A French Foreign Ministry spokes-
man told reporters in Paris on
Wednesday that Juppe plans to
raise the possibility of opening
“humanitarian corridors” into Syr-
ia to aid suffering civilians, a sug-
gestion that has been raised before
but not seriously pursued.

The moves point to a sharp
divide within the international
community between those who
want Assad to leave, led by the
United States, and those backed by
Russia, including Iran and China,
who support his program of limit-
ed reforms twinned with a crack-
down against the opposition.

Neither strategy seems likely to
work, said Andrew Tabler of the
Washington Institute for Near East
Policy.

“There’s a lot of gambling going
on,” he said. “The Russians are
betting on Assad being able to do
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the one thing he’s never done,
which is reform. And the U.S. is
betting on something weTre not
able to accomplish, which is to
persuade the regime to step down.”

“If these don’t work, you'll have
more insurgency and more civil
war,” he said.

In office until 2028 plausible

Assad hailed the constitution as
heralding a “new era in coopera-
tion with all spectrums of the Syr-
ian people to achieve what we all
aspire for” in comments quoted by
the official news agency SANA.

The document also seemed like-
ly to assure his survival for many
vears to come. The last referen-
dum, held in 2007, saw 97.62 per-
cent of the population endorse As-
sad’s second term as president, up
from 97.24 percent in 2000, when
he first took office.

Parliamentary elections would
be held 90 days after the constitu-
tion is approved, but Assad would
remain in power until his current
term expires in 2014. The president
would retain control over the secu-
rity services and also over who
would be able to compete in the
elections, making it plausible he
could remain in office until 2028.

One clause gives the president
the right to take unspecified “mea-
sures needed to remedy the situa-
tion” in the event of a “grave dan-
ger that threatens national unity or
well-being, territorial integrity, or
that hinders state institutions,” a
description that could be applied
to the current crisis.

slyl@washpost.com
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Remake U.N. Security Council

By Lionel Beehner

he U.N. Security Council’s inability

to pass a resolution condemning

Syria is the latest failure of the

institution at preventing mass vi-
olence. In 1994, the council voted to pull
peacekeepers out of Rwanda shortly be-
fore its genocide. The same body declared
safe havens for Bosnian Muslims in 1993,
only to stand by as Serbs slaughtered
thousands of them.

The tragedies above underscore the ur-
gent need to reform the council, whose
permanent membership — the United
States, UK., France, Russia and China —
still reflects the postwar realities of 1945,
not those of today. President Obama made
waves in 2010 after promising India a
permanent seat, but there has been radio
silence from the White House since then.
Here’s a simple plan his administration
should get behind:

Expand the permanent five to include
five more members with veto powers —
presumably Germany, Japan, India, Brazil
and South Africa — but require that a
resolution can be blocked only by two
vetoes rather than one. This plan, which
Yale historian Paul Kennedy describes as
“both desperate and ingenious” in his
book The Parliament of Man, would make
the council more representative of the
actual balance of power, enhance its le-
gitimacy and require greater coalition-
building. Sure, there will be hackles raised
—why Brazil and not Mexico? — but given
these states' size, location and economic
output, they are the logical candidates.
Plus, there would remain rotating mem-
bers to give other states a vote.

A relic of World War Il

The need for reform is not a new phe-
nomenon, Even as the U.N. has swelled to
193 members, with a ballooning $36 bil-
lion bureaucracy and more than 100,000
peacekeepers deployed around the world,
the Security Council looks remarkably un-
changed since 1946, when the five victors
of World War II rewarded themselves
with permanent seats. To reform the body
requires an amendment to the U.N. Char-
ter and support from two-thirds of the
General Assembly — which explains why
only three have passed since 1945.

Yet without reform, the council risks
abdicating its role to other institutional
forums such as the G20, where the U.S.
exerts even less influence. In short, the
institution will become “neutered,” as
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said after
the Syria vote — a fossilized body that is
neither effective nor legitimate.

Given the body's task of maintaining
peace and security, many of the world's
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By Don Emmert, AFP/Getty Images

Resolution condemning Syria: Russian Ambassador to the U.N. Vitaly Churkin, cen-
ter, stays still while Portuguese Ambassador Jose Filipe Moraes Cabral, left, and South
African Ambassador Baso Sangqu vote yes Feb. 4 at the U.N. Security Council.

Failure to act over
Syrian atrocities is
just the latest sign
of ineptitude.
WWII-era panel
should reflect
today’s world.

thorniest disputes end up at its doorstep,
much like how hot-button domestic is-
sues end up on the Supreme Court’s dock-
et. Yet imagine the legitimacy or legal
authority the court would carry if its jus-
tices were still property-owning white
males. That is how much of the world
views the Security Council.

To wit: Europe comprises less than 10%
of the world's population but gets two of
the council’s five permanent seats. India
has more than 1 billion people, while
Japan is the UN's second largest
contributor. Yet both powers, puzzlingly,
are not permanent members. The entire
continents of Africa and Latin America are
also left out.

Any proposal to reform the council, of
course, runs into obvious snags. A major
concern is that a larger permanent mem-
bership will make consensus more diffi-
cult. But this plan maintains the institu-
tion’s balance of power and keeps the veto
— what former ambassador Thomas Pick-
ering calls the “ghost at the picnic" —
without making the voting process too
unwieldy or creating a two-tiered perma-
nent membership. If anything, this reform
plan makes it more difficult for any one

country to unilaterally block a resolution.

But would Congress go along? The biggest
fear in Washington is that an expanded Se-
curity Council would dilute American power
and harm our ability to block resolutions
that condemn Israeli actions. But these fears
are overblown. First, nearly all the states
shortlisted for membership are democracies
whose interests often align with ours. Not to
mention that India's membership would
provide a useful check against China's rise. Of
course, occasions will arise when the US.
does not get its way, but that is how a
deliberative and representative body is sup-
posed to work. And yes, reform will require
the United States to form coalitions and
persuade others to join it in blocking resolu-
tions against Israel. But this process would
make America feel less isolated using its
veto, while enhancing Israeli security over
the long run.

New alliances

Itwill also be hard — if not impossible —
to persuade the Chinese or Russians to
water down their vetoes or throw open
the door to the Indians or Japanese, But
neither will want to be on record as block-
ing reform. The new reconfiguration
could also align with their interests be-
cause they'd no longer face the formidable
bloc of the U.S,, Britain and France, and
might also find common cause with en-
trants such as South Africa or Brazil.

The U.N's lack of leadership on Syria
demonstrates it is high time to reform its
most esteemed body. A “neutered” Secu-
rity Council is in nobody's interest, least of
all the United States’,

Lionel Beehner is a fellow with the Truman
National Security Project and a member of USA
TODAY's Board of Contributors.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



2012, #52, p. 40 / Wednesday & Thursday, February 15 & 16, 2012, #52, p. 40

évrier

7

Mercredi 15 et jeudi 16 ft

Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

—i/a—. wa
} ponnod

DIueY ai

-oad aeapan

MO
LRI} LIS 22§ OS[F OIM ‘SIS
JInsy papu-iuung g
PESSY ISUIESE SAup Ry g
eas) pur adosng
SRES P g sppo

st

ST LAY LRI O PR Ok
IaUnoo

ERIIRTITHTIRY
ST
O suem pissny

I PO
nuar afEsnas
hatl]

i

«leys 9 eal ysr papdd

pue d<#) Cesmang o sapea)
AP MES YNYM PHOM aEry
A U o ag 3o palfiopord
JSOUL 0 00 TAS Y|,
P oo g peddogs

-] pamogjs ospe ‘wddns st

PUR A[[P LRI € PRSSY PISSTY
s

sq pueg

A

1 uMop p
W] 10 AZEM T O
sod usgseyy wosp s
papiend & papie

FLERTSENT {3 b

qery  uy
I ST
assy o
\ IERSEY|
apese das o wng wo
PR PUR NBIESAOR Prssy
AP PAUEBPROD (UGS F AW

—EME)

POOFA PP [UneT) AJUIDg

B O] UL S1 Uonngosa agy)
ARPRINI] 30 ARPSIUPAYY LI
A n

poddrs

(| PN ‘el

[PI3UAY) RID ® IS SIBW

JUBNT sew uoRemis
LRI AU PITS ISTIOL [P PP -1p01

sy
srur ot doys o) auaazaur

oy [eadde an, g
Adsony sadod e oy v
SURIE Spastl ey uo

My B os) Sy "yoewsers
W urdn papua (g oy,
apss sig

1 pareackde ‘onuy ey u
SO ISATIRE TR 200000 Y

AQ I SEM 3T UM Sy TR
cauy
papunos
I U] sem
Pies oy

™

poaaochy ospe s Tunpgs
A0 AU WIOI] SEM OJLy

YR W

gy e vomsaddo i}
PO U

PUE PESSY JULSE{] JO S2ORS Ui ‘S

1G] Al Jayu
MOEE P
AL

URISEY J0 UM

v SO K]
i soixd pue
[N PUT poaj Lpim ¢

2000

DUISUOD LS JBoAUE

MEts ALy

¥

S P AL WA SPAL PIDS 1]
© IR Gapia e
H

“adl) $I0s

gqrg  ur apdoad

s OgM uew
podden

SUOAPIM (DI SUISH JUILEN]

S
ammws g Sumgy ae Al

PN P 0 siitng

uRng X
PUAS At sAep aa 1
A ANy

o A1 diaens e osuogg uj

PNUADS UTTURI] pue e

roasuos jEsasas sods im0 voswaadns gy sy
sel dasou pasn pey jusur

MR AL ARG Y o) - s

puas e sdnoali paune
NG AWos  pur  epregy|e

O PONUT| SIRUNY YUY

B M1 up

PIRS

-1 |
SPESSY  PIES ST

A

1 UMED 12 Yorugs
pootax] Ut Aol oy v

aod SIUIPIS Aue
& S ) SIS ()
i 3 AL Je Snoy Uy Ul A

MALTE PURTS 1T MOuU

*PRLIEUOD 4
Ol pInon safuenp
ap o o sawd
P O O O3 Spuasn

ps
P amp
apdonied o Tuds 03 sy

[ 03 PUA 1T s O N M
MUR 2OM 0 pavor pur
RUAS 11 oy pue sesm juasaasd

(ssnag snes v) Aepsysad sweys eplepy o abejps a0 ul ATTYY 35040

=y

oy i sem 31 Arpsang pres
ORI USAY ISIUE ] L

IR0 IO 1L
fupea; Spsu ospe
_ iR —__« .:4:;_ 1} —_ um

L0 NS
asoxddns Szeappiur jo peang Mg
s aygs | aeopdap
AN LPIGM OMBOIA pur ST
parang speay e e v e
0 08 A I S
[YRLITENY LORISUIE H0e0oussy
pue ¥y wead paeswoy g
PO S0 1P pUTIS)
o 1 poddos ogs asop
s pussy A
AN M 05 PHAS 1
) P A 0 SUR

qrry sag doy
30 MOogLIcS JLEEE prssy ey
auny op poseadde ospe ooy

PAOOT UM SIL

W] o Sunodsep
aoos, U
ST I LRI AN
ssand v w pies s | Ssusaoo
PUR JUEALRTE e s g
aun st sanhba whagaoexd agp
UIEA) PUE “PESSTLSIP X] 03
N jo LR LR Bt |
‘worstznad S pessy s
LA O3 poaopdap g Apu

) SNOsPLURC)
Uy pue uepssn
= g,

Y PIEs oy G TS
AImanag g UL Ul
e
wopesseaquie qeay ue | Cajpdoad
umn i@ ot M suondo
ne o saeys gqery saig

MO ALY | “SaA Pty payoudd
o) pad Py ag) s suTIjAL on
S A BaIny

Ul o
ap P Ru
{ dip
i

1 axodddns ey
1o sy e apa

My ey
Lepung ue
v o pafmy uvd

poysad ey ipr S poy
SALPUNOD (RIY JJOAT I YN
oy ulpeduwes sy jo uoneu
WU EUONBWNU| O SPo
“IAT[GO AEUEes pessy i
L AT O JUTLLEAON i
ALUEY JISECSUSELIY )
W JEIU TMO) [N B Snoyuey
1 Pal Os[e SiuApIsYy
Appsin | apis
U oy pontodas as apd

ap
woddonad 0 JuAEPITGRIING
B OPIENS HIUsInaA- 1] 8 PEsSy
e sundie
Huppdn ap jo uway ayp
SWIOL] J0 Al Wasasm Y|
OIS 10U PP POLSPOOK]
A1 A0owESISA A wue o
Al A PINOM SILALL
J2)  powanuon sy
ey se ‘Aepsaanyg Lnunoo
SSODN SO PUT 0D U Sung
SIAR PUR SPGM URUILAOS
SHUE POYORHE S030] URLAY

wIpIsAL]

SAAINAY PUT YTISS I NTHO A .

JSIALOY e JUASSD S,pUSSY LM AJU0 2]qIsSOd touaAI UL SJuiL LU

uonisoddo ueLIAQ SuluIe YoM AW 9nged | qery

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 15 et jeudi 16 février 2012, #52, p. 41 / Wednesday & Thursday, February 15 & 16, 2012, #52, p. 41

Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

targets

i

t Israel

1S Agains
stabllity of Svria's
Hemical arsenal comes at a time when

the

over

«

nsive chemical weapon arsenals in the

{
[

Concern mounts that Damascus would use chemical weapor

* BV VAAKOV KATZ

oncern is still under the surface,

IDF prepares for possible Syrian diversionary attack

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 15 et jeudi 16 février 2012, #52, p. 42 / Wednesday & Thursday, February 15 & 16, 2012, #52, p. 42

Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Analyists ponder Syrians, Arabs,
Turks — and a wary Washington

In growing Syria crisis, Obama has few options * ‘US efforts are being
outpaced by the rate at which the Syrian regime is willing to kill people’

* By ANDREW QUINN

WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
Eleven months into the blood-
iest uprising of the Arab
Spring, US President Barack
Obama is staking his Syria pol-
icy on a fragile and untested
international coalition that has
few palatable options for end-
ing the violence.

Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton has called the new
“Friends of Syria” group,
which includes US Arab allies
as well as Turkey, the best
chance to build up Syria’s
fragile opposition and forge a
political solution after Russia
and China blocked any UN
moves to resolve the crisis.

But the United States is play-
ing little more than a support-
ing role in the new group,
while some of its key allies are
taking more assertive positions
that may yet pull Washington
into a dangerous civil war in
the crossroads of the Middle
East.

“The rate of impact of our
efforts is being outpaced by
the rate at which the Syrian
regime is willing to kill peo-
ple,” said Steven Heydemann,
a Syria expert at the US Insti-
tute of Peace.

“The US strategy, as it
stands now, is simply too little,
too late, and that's a growing
point of tension within the
administration.”

The US debate over Syria
policy comes amid rising fears
that the conflict has already
tipped out of control, with
weapons and material support
flowing to rebels from Iraq
and elsewhere.

Arab League diplomats said
a resolution the group passed
on Tuesday could allow for
arms supplies to Assad’s oppo-
nents. That could thrust the
Obama administration into an
uncomfortable position of tac-
itly backing Arab allies who
defy its own public warnings
about military involvement in

the conflict.

“Right now, the opposition
can probably obtain arms
from raiding Syrian military
supplies, adding defectors and
making some black market
purchases,” said a US official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The White House on Tues-
day reiterated its wariness of
an arms race in Syria.

“We still believe that a politi-
cal solution is what's needed
in Syria and there is still a
chance for it if the internation-
al community acts quickly,”
White House spokesman
Tommy Vietor said.

“We do not want to con-
tribute to the further milita-
rization of Syria, which would
take the country down a dan-
gerous and chaotic path,” he
said. “However, we do not
rule out additional measures
should the international com-
munity wait too long and the
situation grow direr.”

Syria’s situation is already
dire enough, as President
Bashar Assad’s forces are step-
ping up attacks on both oppo-
sition forces and civilians
caught in the crossfire.

“The war has become a
matter of survival for the
Assad regime. It is approach-
ing the upper limit of violence
it can employ, and if it is not
yet ‘all in,” it may soon be so,
with potentially devastating
effects on the population,” Jef-
frey White, a Middle East ana-
lyst at the Washington Insti-
tute, said in a policy paper
issued on Tuesday.

Clinton is expected to dis-
cuss potential additional meas-
ures to stem the crisis when
she travels to Tunis on Febru-
ary 24 for the first meeting of
the new Syria contact group.

US officials acknowledge
that Syria’s meltdown presents
serious policy challenges for
the United States, exacerbated
by Washington'’s long history
of tensions with the Assad

‘NOW IS NOT the time to rule out any option.” John McCain
(right), ranking Republican on the US Senate Armed Services
Committee, confers with its chairman, Carl Levin, last July. (Reuters)

government and the tenuous
nature of its contacts with the
opposition.

“The reality, as hard as it is
to admit, is that there are very
few realistic options at our dis-
posal,” said Mona Yacoubian,
a Middle East expert at the
Stimson Center, adding that
steps such as economic sanc-
tions may be overwhelmed by
the urgency of the moment.

Some powerful voices in
Congress — including some
who were doubtful about the
Libya effort — have recently
suggested that the US look at
supporting a more direct
approach.

“Now is not the time to rule
out any option that could save
innocent lives in Syria,”
Republican Sen. John McCain
said this week in a letter call-
ing for a Senate committee
hearing on Pentagon contin-
gency planning.

Clinton, who lobbied Russia
unsuccessfully to back a
strong UN resolution on
Syria, this week hinted she
believed there might still be
time to win Moscow’s sup-
port for tougher measures
although she conceded that
an Arab League proposal for

peacekeeping forces was
untenable.

Heydemann said Washing-
ton now appeared to hope
that the Friends of Syria group
will evolve into an effective
partner for the political oppo-
sition, helping it to overcome
internal differences and
mature into a viable alterna-
tive to Assad’s long and
bloody rule.

But he and others agree that
sooner or later the Obama
administration will have to
come to grips with the fact
that Syria’s crisis has already
taken on a military dimension,
and that it will soon be time
to handle it that way.

“As the Obama administra-
tion agonizes over arming the
opposition, the arming is
already happening,” said Tony
Badran, a research fellow at
the Foundation for the
Defense of Democracies, a
Washington think tank whose
members are often associated
with neoconservative views.

“They need to get in on it
and supervise that framework
and have a measure of control
and influence. You don’t want
it to proliferate with the US
completely in the dark.”
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Le clic de Rania MASSOUD

Le colonel, sa barbe,
et l'image de la

révolution syr lenne

N
N M~

-

Dans l'histoire ancienne,
la barbe était une source de
fierté pour les hommes cl':u
la portaient. Elle symbolisait
esse, maturité et virilité...
Silon voulait humilier son
ennemi, on lui rasait le visage.
Dans Historiae Augustae, un
recueil de biographie d'empe-
reurs romains écrit i la fin du
IVe siécle, on rapporte com-
ment Lucius Verus (qui régna
de 161 a 169) s¥était attiré E‘l
sarcasmes de la population
pour s'étre fait couper la barbe
pour complaire... 2 une courti-
sane syrienne.

De nos jours, la barbe, percue
comme un signe d'apparte-
nance identitaire et religieuse,
est de loin moins appréciée.
Souvent interdite au bureau et
dans les fonctions publiques,
la barbe — un peu comme le
voile d"ailleurs — suscite la
lémique.

est le cas du nouveau
« look » capillaire du colo-
nel Riad el-Assaad, chef de
I'’Armée syrienne libre (ASL).
Arborant d’habitude une
moustache, le colonel est
récemment apparu dans une
vidéo le visage couvert d’une
courte barbe poivre et sel

(http ://www.youtube.com/
watch ? v=SH-5rwopdBo).

Se disant « choqué » par cette
image, un internaute syrien
ublie un billet sur le site
‘opposition « al-Moundas-
sa », réprimandant le colonel
Assaad et I'accusant d'offrir
une occasion de plus aux pro-
Bachar el-Assad de traiter
les opposants de « salafistes
fondamentaux et radicaux »
http ://the-syrian.com/

archives/66830).

« Mon colonel, vous étes
devenu un symbole national,
vous représentez l'image de la
révolution syrienne mainte-
nant, écrit “Firas Free”. Ne
savez-vous pas ce que les gens

ensent lorsqu'ils voient un

omme porter la barbe ? (...)
Mon colonel, (votre look)
cause du tort a la révolution.
A mon avis, vous ne I'avez pas
fait exprés, vous n'avez tout
simplement pas réfléchi aux
intéréts de la révolution. (...)
Et, de mon coté, je ne sais

plus quoi penser... »

S

« Clest pathétique ! réagit un
internaute sous le billet de
Firas. (Le colonel Assaad) est
libre de son corps, I'impor-
tant est qu'il fasse de son
mieux pour [mtéger le peuple
(syrien). » « Lauteur de cet
article est trés naif, il faut re-
der au-dela des apparences
E:.‘.;, écrit un autre. La barbe
n'est pas réservée aux islamis-
tes. D'ailleurs, les hommes de
Bachar sont les plus barbus de
tous ! » « Le colonel Assaad
est un combattant, tu crois
qu'il a le temps de se raser
tous les jours ? demande un
troisieme. Et puis ot est le
robléme s'il est croyant ?
_ru "a quand continuera-t-
on de vivre dans la mentalité
sectaire du régime ? »

Dans la vidéo en question,
diffusée le 2 septembre 2011
sur YouTube par « Les Syro-
Américains pour la démocra-
tie », le colonel rebelle adresse
un message aux Syriens de
létranger souhaitant qu'ils
rentrent dans leur pays pour
combattre auprés (re 1'A%OL.

« Vous étes les vrais ambassa-
deurs de la Syrie a travers le
monde et le peuple a besoin
de votre soutien politique,
moral et financier, affirme le
colonel Assaad dans la vidéo.
11y a déja beaucoup de gens
a l'intérieur du pays qui sont
préts a se battre contre le régi-
me, mais il faut dire que nous
serons incapables de proté%er
la vie de ceux qui décident de
venir de I'étranger. Si un mal
leur arrive, nous serons tous
perdants... »

Le colonel Riad el-Assaad
est-il donc un islamiste radi-
cal ? Ce nlest pas, en tout cas,
ce quon peut déduire de son
message au ton modéré...
Pour en savoir plus, consul-
tons Google (en arabe) :
« Votre recherche — colonel
Riad el-Assaad salafiste — n'a
donné aucun résultat.
Assurez-vous que tous les
mots sont épelés correcte-
ment.
Essayez des mots-clés diffé-
rents.
Essayez des mots-clés plus
Eenemux. ) )
ssayez de supprimer certains
mots... »
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Eclairage

Assiégée, la ville fait appel

La pratique colombophile, une tradition ancienne, est implantée
depuis des siécles en Syrie.

Un message attaché & la patte, les pigeons voyageurs font la
navette entre les quartiers, transmettant les derniéres nouvelles.

Pratiquement coupés du reste
du monde, des militants de
Homs ont décidé de recourir a
des méthodes ancestrales pour
communiquer : des pigeons
voyageurs font la navette en-
tre les quartiers, transmettant
les derniéres nouvelles.
« Que Dieu soit avec toi,
Zl;e-l Dieu te guide a Baba
r » — 'un des quartiers les
plus bombardés —, crie Omar,
un pseudonyme, posté sur le
toit d'une maison en lichant
un pigeon dans le ciel de
Homs, selon des vidéos diffu-
sées récemment sur Internet.
Quelques minutes plus tét, ce
militant du quartier de Baba
el-Sbaa enroulait un papier a
l'aide d'un fil bleu autour de
la patte de l'oiseau, dans l'es-
poir que les habitants de Baba
Amr, situé a plus de deux

kilomeétres de la, accuseront
bien réception. « Militants de
Baba Amr, priére de nous in-
former de ce dont vous avez
besoin en termes de médica-
ments et de nourriture », lit-
on dans le message.

Pilonnée depuis le 4 février

ar les forces du régime de
gachar el-Assad, la troisieme
ville de Syrie, surnommée la
« capitale de la révolution »,
est isolée et privée deau,
d’électricté et de télécommu-
nications, avec des chars en-
cerclant les rues désormais dé-
sertes des quartiers sensibles.

« Merci Bachar de nous
avoir faire revenir au Moyen
Age », commente Omar,
entouré de plusieurs com-
pagnons. Si les militants
ont lancé leur révolte grace
notamment aux réseaux so-

ciaux, ils se voient aujourd’hui
obligés de recourir a une tra-
dition ancienne en Syrie, ou
la pratique colombophile est
implantée depuis des siécles.
« Les habitants de Baba Amr
nous informent des massacres
commis chez eux par le ré-
gime et nous indiquent quelle
route frend.re pour faire par-
venir les secours », explique
Omar, la voix parfois couver-
te par le bruit assourdissant
des explosions et des bom-
bardements. Les militants
parviennent a envoyer leurs
vidéos par voie satellitaire —
un moyen qui n'est pas a la
portée de tout le monde — et
se servent parfois de talkies-
walkies au sein dun méme
uartier. « Ils ont transformé

oms en une grande prison,
les gens n’osent pas sortir de

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

chez eux et ne peuvent rien
faire, les shabbiha (milices

rorégime) sont partout », af-
grme Omar. « Les boulange-
ries ont fermé leurs portes, j'ai
vu des parents nourrir leurs
enfants de pain rassis avec de
l'eau, ¢a vous donne la chair
de poule », s'indigne-t-il.

Le jour méme, un pigeon
revient, salué par les militants
toujours postés sur les toits.
« dieu est grand, l'oiseau est
revenu avec un message ! »
clament-ils. La lettre est por-
teuse d’'un cri de secours, mais
aussi de défi : « Des militants
de Baba Amr aux militants
du vieux Homs, nous avons
besoin d'aides médicales et
alimentaires, bien recu yvotre
message. Vive la Syrie ! A bas
Bachar el-Assad ! »

(© AFP)
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Regime spies
‘behind Al Qaida
support for uprising

Move meant to justify opposition crackdown

Gulf News Report

Dubai Syrian intelligence
has orchestrated an Al Qa-
ida call to support the up-
rising against the regime of
Bashar Al Assad, the leader
of the Lebanese Socialist
Party said.

MP Walid Junblatt said
the move was meant to
tarnish the image of the
opposition and justify Al
Assad’s crackdown. Leba-
nese authorities will likely
employ the same tactic to
bolster their claims that Al
Qaida had infiltrated the
Bekaa town of Arsal, he
added.

A few months ago, De-

fence Minister Fayez Gosn
said that members of the
terrorist organisation had
infiltrated the town and
later entered Syria. Days
after his declaration, twin
bombings erupted in Dam-
ascus, which the Syrian re-
gime blamed on Al Qaida.
The March 14-led opposi-
tion slammed Gosn’s re-
marks, saying that he may
be linking Lebanon to the
developments in Syria.

Ayman Zawahiri, Al Qa-
ida chief, on Sunday voiced
his support for Syria’s up-
rising and urged Muslims
in several countries to
come to the aid of Syrian
rebels.
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France, Russia to discuss
reworking Syria resolution

Foreign ministers meet in Vienna today to explore new UN initiatives

By Mick O’REILLY
Senior Associate Editor

Homs Russia’s foreign min-
ister will meet his French
counterpart in Vienna to-
day to discuss a plan to re-
work a UN Security Coun-
cil resolution that aims to
end violence in Syria.

After a meeting with
Dutch Foreign Minister
Uri Rosenthal yesterday,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said Mos-
cow would not support any
UN resolution “that could
legitimise regime change”.

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe said that his
country is trying to rework
the resolution to overcome
Russian resistance.

Lavrov welcomed the
announcement by Syrian
President Bashar Al As-

A new

constitution

to end one-
party rule in Syria
is a step forward.”

Sergei Lavrov
Russian Foreign Minister

sad that he had ordered a
February 26 referendum
on a new constitution that
would open the way to po-
litical parties other than
the ruling Baath party.

“A new constitution to
end one-party rule in Syria
is a step forward,” Lavrov
said. “It is coming late un-
fortunately but better late
than never.”

Juppe also reiterated
France’s hope that the

Security Council will re-
consider creation of “hu-
manitarian corridors” that
would allow aid groups to
reach Syrian areas that are
facing “absolutely scandal-
ous massacres’.
Meanwhile in Syria, the
restive cities of Hama and
Homs were under heavy
government bombard-
ment yesterday. In the
neighbourhood of Barzeh
in central Damascus, elite
forces backed by armoured
personnel carriers made
sweeping arrests and fired
machine guns in the air.
Gulf News was in Barzeh
during the operation and
witnessed opposition sym-
pathisers being pulled, one
by one, from a building
on Ramadan Street, hand-
cuffed and blindfolded.
See also Pages 11 & 16
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Breaking the
Syrian deadlock

An Arab League-Nato military operation with
Turkey at its helm seems the only alternative to
tame an increasingly belligerent Al Assad regime

By JoserH A. KECHICHIAN
Special to Gulf News

here might soon be a mili-
tary force deployed through-
out key Syrian cities that
will literally emasculate the
Baath regime and save the hapless
but immensely courageous people
of the great Syrian nation. Whether
these will be peace-keepers is a seri-
ous question that will determine how
long such a presence may last. Moreo-
ver, and because Damascus will cat-
egorically reject outside intervention,
the identities of countries that agree
to supply troops will surely decide
whether Syria will remain united.

If the moribund Arab League finally
agreed to support the Syrian National
Council, and called for the creation of
ajoint Arab-UN peacekeeping mission
in Syria, few understand how such a
mechanism would be implemented.
Goaded by Prince Saud Al Faisal of
Saudi Arabia, League foreign minis-
ters approved a resolution that called
for “opening communication channels
with the Syrian opposition and provid-
ing all forms of political and material
support to it",

Coming on the heels of a Gulf Coop-
eration Council-wide decision to with-
draw ambassadors from Damascus
and expel Syrian diplomats stationed
on the Arabian peninsula, Rivadh's lat-
est marker ought to be emphasis

In fact, this initiative came a few days
after Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah Bin
Abdul Aziz expressed serious reserva-
tions about the UN Security Council
fiasco that resulted in a double veto,
votes that will leave permanent scars
for years to come for both Moscow
and Beijing in this part of the world.

Naturally, Russia refused to support
the latest joint Arab-UN peacekeeping
mission until such time as a ccasefire
is achieved, and the Baath government
accepted a UN authorised deploy-
ment. For Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov, a preamble condition
was necessary, namely an end to at-
tacks by opposition-armed groups
that apparently needed to be brought
“under control”.

Chinese stance

Still, meeting with his UAE Foreign
inister Shaikh Abdullah Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Lavrov declared that Mos-
cow was “studying” the Arab-UN pro-
posal and seeking “clarification” on
some of its elements.

China, which allegedly stood with
the downtrodden, declined to voice an
immediate opinion on the peacekeep-
ing plan. Its foreign ministry spokes-
man, Liu Weimin, sidestepped various
questions as to whether Beijing would
support the joint mission proposal,
claiming that China would back the
League’s “political mediation efforts™.
It nnarr incicre thar it miaght na lanoar

Inasmuch as the Syrian conflict —
and the time has come to affix such a
label — has now entered an escalatory
phase, any deployment will be violent
since Damascus will not open its bor-
ders to such a force.

Although Saudi Arabia and several
other Arab countries may contribute
troops, in reality, an effective force
would need to be substantial — per-
haps as many as 100,000 men with
full logistical complements — which
is not on the cards. Simply stated, no
Arab country will send its air force to
attack Syrian military installations to
wear the regime down.

Only Turkey can manage to deploy
large land and air assets against Syria
and Ankara will onlv move under a
Nato mandate. Consequently, a more
realistic option might be to look for an
Arab League-Nato alliance, one that
will have the wherewithal to put an end
to the massacres under way.

Necessary step

Unfortunately, such an engagement,
which will require the creation of buff-
er areas as well as the imposition of a
no-fly zone over the country, will be
a bloody yert necessary affair. In turn,
the SAA, which can only kill its own
people and destroy its own cities, will
need to be tamed.

Its record in every Arab-Israeli war,
as well as the three decades long occu-
pation of Lebanon — ironically under
the 1976 League-sanctioned Arab De-
terrent Force — along with a shy per-
formance during the 1991 War for Ku-
il speak for themselves. Under
rcumstances, and because the

.eague’s military options are limited,
League officials should literally turn
the page on their latest proposal.

Though a potential League-Nato de-
cision will see Turkey take the lead in
pinning the last nails in the Baath coffin,
it may be useful to keep in mind that Al
Assad chose this course of action.

Truth be told, what motivates a ma-
jority within the League today is not
to radicalise the hapless Syrian popu-
lation, but to allow Al Assad a way out,
perhaps following the Yemeni para-
digm that ousted president Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh.

Sadly, because Damascus refuses the
League-UN plan, and to avoid a full-
fledged civil war, the last available op-
tion might well be a League-Nato op-
eration. Obviously, Damascus will put
up stiff resistance though Syrians will
probably live to rebuild their shattered
country.

Dr Joseph A. Kechichian is a
commentator and author of
several books on Gulf affairs.
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Anti-government forces
creep up on Damascus

Heavily guarded government offices are silent testimony

MICK O'REILLY

Senior Associate Editor

Reporting from: HOMS

They were pulled, one by one, from the
modern grey eight-storey building on Ra-
madan Street in Barzeh, just north of the
city centre here, yesterday afternoon.

Their hands were bound in plastic
electrical ties, their eyes blindfolded by
white bands. Two soldiers pulled each
of the 22 one at a time, pulling them onto
an old olive-green bus of 1960s Soviet
vintage. On board, each was placed in a
seat, hands behind their back, head bent
forward, touching the cold metal handles
of the seat in front. Their white blindfold
around their heads offered their only com-
fort against the cold metal bars of the seat.

That was the least of their worries.

At the rear and front of the bus, sol-
diers stood sentinel, training their weap-
ons and keeping a close eye on the Free
Syrian Army sympathisers arrested ear-
lier yesterday.

One officer walked the aisle of the bus,
randomly striking a detainee about the
head. The bus was encircled by a half-
dozen or so sentries. Just after dawn,
troops and security forces in armoured
personnel carriers swept into this dis-
trict, firing machine guns in the air.

For weeks, the largely Sunni district has
been the most active in the capital in the
protest movement against the 42-year rule
of President Bashar Al Assad and his father,
the late President Hafez Al Assad.

Little outward sign

By yesterday afternoon, there was little
outward sign of the raids which occurred
in the Darah Al Mustaha and Haret Al
Bustan neighbourhoods of Barzeh. Se-
curity remained tight, however, with
checkpoints on the roads. Every driver,
passenger or pedestrian had to produce
national identity cards for scrutiny. For
weeks, tension had been running high,
with pro-Alawite militia men in an
overlooking district managing to keep
a lid on anti-government forces.

At the police station, secret police
brandishing Kalashnikovs and riding in
Mercedes and Ford station wagons, kept
a close watch on the detainees.

“These people are terrorists,” one by-
stander told Gulf News as the detainees
were driven away in the bus, surrounded

by heavily-armed police in unmarked vehi-
cles. “They are trying to overthrow Syria.
Good for the police;” he said.

Throughout the city, government build-
ings are becoming increasingly fortified,
with sandbag emplacements, razor wire
and sentries guarding the grounds. Visitors
to the buildings are thoroughly searched,
and vehicles are checked for weapons and
explosives.

At strategic intersections, military
checkpoints are becoming commonplace
as Damascus itself tethers on the verge of
political violence. So far, authorities have
been largely successful in making sure
the widespread violence seen in Homs,
Daraa and Hama hasn’t reached the capi-
tal. Yesterday morning, on the main high-
way north to Homs, Syrian Army forces
were on high alert, with a military opera-
tion taking place near Al Qastal.

At least 200 soldiers, backed by ar-
moured cars and tanks swept hills look-
ing for anti-government forces. Traftic
along the main Damascus-Aleppo high-
way was backed up for 30 minutes as the
military checked vehicles.

Two weeks after, however, security forc-
es swept into the north eastern suburbs to
quell anti-government forces. At least 20
people were killed in that operation. Even
now, access to the areas is strictly control-
led, with checkpoints, tanks, armoured cars
and machine gun emplacements maintain-
ing an uneasy calm.

Arrest and detention

In Barzeh yesterday, the military op-
eration destroyed the front of shops and
turned back local students who were
heading to school, college and university.

The arrest and detention of the men
witnessed yesterday by Gulf News shows
that opposition to the Al Assad rule has
reached the heart of Damascus.

Residents of the city have been able to
move about relatively normally. Economic
sanctions, however, are beginning to bite.
Long lines have formed at petrol stations in
the city as drivers try to fill up.

Visa, MasterCard and money transfer
services between Syria and the rest of
the world are impossible, with ATMs
reporting a “technical malfunction” for
customers attempting to withdraw cash
from non-Syrian financial institutions.

Bus services are largely suspended, with
the Damascus bus fleet commandeered to
move troops around the hotspots and quell
tensions. Ordinary citizens are forced to
rely on fleets of battered minivans for tran-
sit services.
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Oppn disunity benefits Assad

Ranks of anti-regime forces are divided on sectarian and ideological lines

BEIRUT — At a rented house just
outside Syria’s border, a dissident
known only as “The Doctor’ maps
out attacks. Planners speak by
Skype with fighters on the ground
in Syria, while others raise money,
drumming up cash from fellow ex-
iles to buy weapons.

The safe house offers a glimpse
into the Free Syrian Army, a group
of army defectors and others who
are trying to overthrow President
Bashar Al Assad by force.

The FSA has emerged as a sig-
nificant hope for many Syrians who
have all but given up on peaceful
resistance against government
tanks and snipers waging a deadly
crackdown on protesters. But the
groupis highly decentralised —and
comprises just one faction in a
deeply divided and fractious Syrian
opposition.

As the West and Arab states con-
sider offering direct support to As-
sad’s opponents, there are serious
questions about whether any oppo-
sition group is even remotely pre-
pared to take the helm after more
than 40 years under Assad family
rule. Indeed, Assad’s greatest ad-
vantage has been the weakness
and lack of unity among the dispa-
rate forces opposing him.

Since the uprising began in
March, a chorus of voices has risen
against the regime. Besides the
rebel fighters, there are distin-
guished exiles who hold little sway
back home, aging dissidents who
spent years locked in Syrian prisons
and tech-savvy young people des-
perate to cast off a suffocating dic-
tatorship.

Also within opposition ranks are
various ideologies and motivations,
from secular forces to religious
conservatives to outright radicals.
Separately, there are worries that
Al Qaeda will take advantage of the
chaos toincrease its dout and carry
out attacks on Assad’s regime.

The FSA allowed the Associated
Press to visit one of its safe houses
outside Syria on condition its loca-
tion not be identified to avoid prob-
lems with the host country. The
simple rented house is one of sev-
eral the group operates in neigh-
bouring nations.

About 50 dissidents were gath-
ered there, some communicating
with commanders in the field via
Skype, others coordinating the
smuggling of medical supplies and
fighters across the border.

They map out plans and advise
fighters, sometimes after consult-
ing with fellow operatives in Jor-
dan, Turkey, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia, the dissidents said.

But so far, they have received no
material support from other gov-
ernments.

“We're an orphan group with a
fighter surplus, but a serious deficit
in weapons, ammunition and fund-
ing to finance our military opera-
tions against Assad’s criminal
army,” said the man who asked to
be identified as *“The Doctor” — a
nom de guerre he gained for his
help in treating the wounded be-
fore he fled Sy

The rebel fighters are mainly
armed with automatic weapons
and rocket-propelled grenades sto-
len from the military or bought on
the black market — or even from
corrupt members of Assad’s mili-

Syrian army defectors celebrate shortly after they defected and join the anti-Syrian regime pi

tary, “The Doctor” said. Funding
comes from exiles overseas. Mo-
hammed Jebouri, a 40-year-old
n who normally lives in Oslo,
y, said he raised around
$20,000 last week from Syrian ex-
patriates in Europe and the Middle
East. Inthe yard, three uniformed
men were training an activist
smuggled across the border, teach-
ing him to organise protests. Tear
down posters of Assad wherever
you find them, a bearded man in-
structed the young man. Knock on
doors to rally supporters. “Shout to
remind people of how Assad’s
criminal army is Killing them
and torturing their women and
kids."

Above all, he added, always keep
alookout for snipers on rooftops.

“I'm not afraid,” insisted Hamza
al-Hariri, 30, a motorcycle me-
chanic from Daraa who was smug-
gled across the Synian border last
week for three days of training.

“All the Syrian people are ready
to die for a Syria free of tyrant
Bashar Assad.

Unlike Libya'’s rebel National
Transitional Council, which
brought together most factions
fighting Moammar Gadhafi’s re-
gime and was quickly recognised
by the international community,
Syria’s opposition has no leader-

ship on the ground. One of

the main umbrella groups to
emerge, the Syrian National Coun-
cil, is mainly made up of exiles
abroad.

The group, which has presented
the uprising as a peaceful move-
ment against Assad, appears to be
divided over how much to embrace
an armed force that not only pro-
tects protesters, but carries out at-
tacks on the regime.

The FSA, meanwhile, seems

UN resolution likely today

NEW YORK— Egypt circulated a
UN General Assembly resolu-
tion on Tuesday strongly con-
demning human rights viola-
tions by the Syrian regime and
backing an Arab League plan
aimed at ending the 11-month
conflict in the country.

The draft resolution was fina-
lised by Arab nations a day after
UN human rights chief Navi Pil-
lay decried Sy escalating
crackdown on civilian protesters
and warned that the Security
Council's recent failure to take
action has emboldened Assad’s
government to launch an all-out
assault to crush dissent.

worried about being co-opted by
other groups.

“There are some opposition par-
ties, whose names [ will not men-
tion, that offered to fund and fi-
nance our operations but on one
condition, which is to follow their
agenda. We have rejected their of-
fers,” Abu Mohamad al-Shami, an
FSA spokesman, told the AP.

Over the weekend, the FSA an-
nounced it was uniting with a small-
er defectors’ group called the Free
Officers Movement in an attempt to

rganize their ranks under a com-
bined body called the Supreme
Revolutionary Military Council for
the Liberation of Syri

.

The Free Syrian Army, however,
is still a force trying to gain its foot-
ing. The group's main leadership is
based in Turkey and has operatives
spread out in other neighbouring
countries, along with its fighters on

Diplomats said the resolution
could be put to a vote in the
193-member assembly as early
as Thursday and is likely to be ad-
opted bya wide margin. There are
no vetoes in the assembly — un-
like the Security Council where
Russia and China vetoed a simi-
lar, legally binding resolution on
February 4. While General As-
sembly resolutions are nonbind-
ing, they do reflect world opinion
on major issues. The proposed
resolution makes no specific ref-
erence to the Arab League’s call
Sunday for the Security Council to
authorize a joint Arab-UN peace-
keeping force for Syria.— AP

the ground inside Syria. The group
has claimed responsibility for at-
cks on regime soldiers and secu-
rity forces, often ambushing con-
voys or checkpoints, killing dozens
of troops. At the same time, it tries
to convince more soldiers to break
with the military and join its
ranks.

For the most part, though
ia's military has stood fiercely by
the regime, unlike the militaries of
Tunisia and Egypt, which ultimate-
ly backed the revolutions in their
countries.

Assad, and his father before
him, stacked key military posts
with members of their minority
Alawite sect over the past 40 years,
ensuring the loyalty of the armed
forces by melding the fate of the
army and the regime.

The FSA's true numbers are im-
possible to determine. A Jordan-
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sat

yeh areain Syria.— APfile

based Western diplomat, who
monitors developments in Syria,
estimated it has about 20,000 fol-
lowers, a third of what the group
claims to have. The diplomat spoke
on condition of on anonymity be-
he is not allowed to make
atements.

More than 5,400 people have
been killed in the 11-month upris-
i ording to the UN But that
figure is from January, when the
UN stopped counting because the
chaos in the country has made it all
but impossible to check the fig-
ures.

Now the conflict is entering a
more international phase as the
West and Arabs try to help the op-
position. That could push the con-
tlict into an even more sectarian
turn as alliances form. Majority
states such as Turkey, Saudi Ara-
bia, and the Gulf leaders are lining
up behind the mostly Syrian oppo-
sition. Russia and C are stick-
ing by Assad, along with Iran.

There also are fears Al Qaeda is
in the wings, trying to exploit the
situation and possibly to hijack the
uprising. In a video message over
the weekend, Al Qaeda chief Ay-
man Al Zawahri called on Muslims
to support Syrian rebels, saying
“the butcher (Bashar Assad) isn't
deterred and doesn't stop.”

The regime has long blamed ter-
rorists for the revolt as a way to
keep public support. The Local G
ordination Committees, one of the
main Syrian activist groups, reject-
ed Zawahri's statement and said it
plays into the regime’s hands.

“The Syrians,” the group said,
“have confirmed that their only
battle is against this bloody regime:
the number-one enemy of digni-
fied life, human rights, diversity,
change and development.”"— AP
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A responsipility to Syria: set
up a humanitarian corridor

security

Anthony Elghossain and Firas Maksad

s a state-led killing cam-
paign claims thousands
of lives in Syria, the inter-
national community con-
tinues to debate whether and how
to intervene. The double veto by
Russia and China has paralysed in-
ternational efforts to secure a UN
Security Council resolution con-
demning the Syrian regime and au-
thorising collective action.

But even as efforts to end the kill-
ingappearto have hitadead-end at
the UN, international law may al-
lowanother path forward.

The Responsibility to Protect
(R2P) - an emerging global norm
requiring states to protect their
populations from mass atrocities
= provides a basis for much needed
action. Under R2P, when a state
fails to uphold its responsibilities,
other states may intervene to pro-
tect against atrocities (some would
argue that states must intervene).
Even so, sceptics counter that
“emerging norms” are not binding
law and that R2P undermines state
sovereignty.

But concepts of sovereignty and
human rights obligations have
competed, and reinforced each
other, since the 19th century. The
old idea that polities have respon-
sibilities towards, and not just
authority over, their citizens is
fundamental to the notion of sov-
ereignty.

Interestingly enough, the earliest
modern precedents for humanitar-
ianintervention occurred in Syria’s

neighbourhood. Throughout the
19th century, European powers
intervened to protect the rights
of ethnic and religious minori-
ties in Ottoman-ruled Greece and
Mount Lebanon. In 1861, fighting
between Christians and Druze in
Mount Lebanon triggered sectar-
ian tensions in neighbouring Da-
mascus, now Syria’s capital, where
mobs massacred about 5,000
Christians.

European intervention was rela-
tively swift and decisive. Then, as
is the case now, the interplay of
power politics and humanitarian
standards drove the decision-mak-
ing process. Then, as should be the
case now, the international com-
munity linked recognition of sover-
eignty to humanrights guarantees.
That political considerations were
at play did not somchow detract
from the necessary decision to save
lives.

Yet, if the core principles of R2P
are beyond debate, the doctrine’s
practical application has raised
several important questions. Does
the international community have
the option or the obligation to in-
tervene? And, if R2P is meant to
free humanitarian intervention
from the shackles of political paral-
ysis, does every action - including
military - require Security Council
authorisation?

While these questions will shape
legal principles and power poli-
tics over the long term, interna-
tional law currently allows and
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encourages regional organisa-
tions to diffuse crisesin theirown
backyards. After the humanitari-
andisaster of Rwanda, Nato inter-
ventions in the Balkans and Libya,
and a 2009 General Assembly de-
bate on the principles of R2P, the
international community now
recognises thatregional organisa-
tions can prevent, address and re-
cover from crises instead of wait-
ing for the politically complex UN
process to unfold.

On the current Syrian crisis, the
Security Council will likely re-
main deadlocked as Russia and
China assert their geopolitical
interests. As such, the Obama
administration must lead efforts
with regional partners - specifi-
cally the Arab League, Nato, and
the European Union - to force the
Syrian regime to end an escalat-
ing campaign of violence against
its people.

In one viable and timely course
of action, a multilateral coali-
tion would establish a protected
humanitarian corridor along the

Does every action

— including military

— require Security
Council authorisation?

Syrian-Turkish border. Western
diplomats, led by French Foreign
Minister Alan Juppe, previously
suggested such a move, but later
decided to focus their efforts on
the now-faltering Security Coun-
cil process.

It's time to revisit that option.
Syrian refugees fleeing violence
anddestruction could find shelter
and medical care in such a corri-
dor. Moreover, the lack of a Beng-
hazi-style enclave has thus far
hindered more advanced steps to
assist Syrian civilians and military
defectors. A corridor protected
by Nato, Arab states and Turkey
would create the needed space to
consider the way forward, while
protecting civilians.

Politically, such an approach
would create dilemmas for Syrian
President Bashar Al Assad and his
regime. Already stretched thin,
they would have to choose between
adirect military confrontation with
a much more powerful interna-
tional force, orceding territory that
could become an incubator for the
coming regime change.

Either way, Mr Al Assad cannot
win. But it's the world's responsi-
bility to hasten his fall from power
inamanner thatsaves civilian lives
and preserves regional order. This
can be achieved within the frame-
work of international legitimacy
despite the obstruction of narrow
interestat the Security Council.

Anthony Elghossain is an attorney
withaninternationallaw firm based
in Washington, DC. Firas Maksad is
a political consultant on the Middle
Last based in Washington, DC

9 Follow on Twitter: @firasmaksad
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Russia warns against
efforts to isolate Assad

Moscow opposes any
outside attempt to
influence affairs there

THE HAGUE // Isolating Damascus
in talks to end the violence in Syria
would be a mistake, Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov said
yesterday.

Speaking at a press conference
in The Hague, after meeting his
Dutch counterpart Uri Rosenthal,
Mr Lavrov took a swipe at coun-
tries wanting to isolate President
BasharAl Assad’s regime.

“Unfortunately some of our
partners long ago wrote off the
government of Syria,” said Mr La-
vrov, whose country together with
China vetoed a UN Security Coun-
cilresolution earlier this month to
condemn theviolence in Syria.

Mr Lavrov said Moscow wel-
comedMrAlAssad’s decree order-
ing a referendum this month on
a new constitution which would
effectively end nearly 50 years of
single-party rule.

He said Russia continued to be-
lieve that Syrians should solve
their problems without outside
interference and only when both
AlAssad’s regime and pro-democ-
racy forces were involved.

Russia stands as one of the
world’s last major friends of Mr
Al Assad. With the death toll ris-
ing to more than 6,000, accord-
ing to figures from the opposi-
tion, Mr Lavrov held direct talks
with Mr Al Assad in Damascus
earlier this month, refusing to
join growing calls on him to step
down.

Although his mission was widely
criticised by Arab nations and

produced no tangible conces-
sions, Mr Lavrov has cited itas an
example for the need for further
dialogue.

A new version of the Security
Council resolution is due for a
nonbinding vote in the UN Gener-
al Assembly today and is expected
to pass.

Russia and China are expected
to oppose the new text but no one
canvetoresolutions in the 193-na-
tion General Assembly.

“As far as the resolution is con-
cerned, we prefer not to be guided
by the fact that there is a resolu-
tion. We will be guided by the sub-
stance of the resolution,” Mr Lav-
rov said.

“If the resolution is one-sided
and ignores the fact that people
are getting killed by the opposi-
tion armed group as well, then it
will not be helpful,” headded.

The General Assembly resolu-
tion drawn up by Saudi Arabia and
Qatar calls on Mr Al Assad to puta
stop to attacks on civilians, diplo-
mats said.

Italso expresses support for the
Arab League’s plan to end the
crackdown in Syria and calls for
the naming of a UN special en-
vOy.

Asked about Russia’s position on
possible aid corridors into Syria,
Mr Lavrov said he will meet with
the French foreign minister, Alain
Juppe, to discuss the idea. France
first proposed the aid corridors
last November.

In Damascus, dozens of young
Syrians gathered in front of the
Russian embassy to thank Mos-
cow and Beijing for their support,
state television reported yester-
day.

% Agence France-Presse
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Is ‘responsibility to
protect’ in Syria an
irresponsible idea?

security
Brian Kap pler

he pnnuplc known as “re-

sponsibility to protect”,

invoked last year to justify

foreign intervention in Lib-
ya, is now being cited to support
some kind of action against the
brutal regime in Syria.

The core of the inchoate “R2P”
doctrine is that states have a right,
even a duty, to protect the popu-
lation of any other state against
genocide, war crimes, and crimes
against humanity.

On this page yesterday, Anthony
Elghossain and Firas Maksad ar-
gued, inan essay entitled A respon-
sibility to Syria: set up a humani-
tarian corridor, for a particular
plan based on the R2P. But I have
afew questions for them.

1f, as they claim, the “core prin-
ciples” of the R2P are “beyond de-
bate”, what are they exactly?
le, ifas theyalso assert
e now frees “regional
organnauuns to act against sin-

was founded, of genuine, disin-
terested effective humanitarian
intervention against a sovereign
state because it was abusing its
own people onits own territory?

In the case of Syria, would Iran
also be frec to invoke R2P and
s military action to protect the
Assad regime from the “armed
gangs” said to be killing Syrian sol-
diers? If Nato and the Arab League
can legitimately invoke R2P, why
couldn’t Iran do the same, on
some pretext? Who would be the
arbiter of this?

Since R2P is usually defined to
cover only certain war crimes and
crimes against humanity, what
standard of proof must be met be-
forean R2P intervention becomes
legitimate? What recourse would
atarget government have against
bogus “proofs” such as those the
US offered about Saddam Hus-
sein's (still-missing) chemical or
nuclear weapon:

If Nato, the EU and the Arab
League did set up a “humanitar-
ian corridor” on the Turkish-Syr-
ian border, who would control it?
\\'lm would pay the bills, build the

isters gn states, whodecides
which organisations have legiti-
macy in such matters? (By the way,
is Natoreallya “regional organisa-
tion™in the Middic East?)

Should Nato by itself be able to
invoke R2P to help, for example,
theoppressed Venezuelans, whose
leader could surely be accused
(whether justified or not) of some
crime against humani ould
the Russian-led Commonwealth
of Independent States put down
“banditry” in the Caucasus - pos-
sibly including ethnic cleansing
against Russians - by invoking this
doctrine to justify a military expedi-
tion? Why not? Who decid

Why do R2P advocates invoke
the notion so selectively? Aren't
the people of Yemen facing a
deceper, broader and longer-run-
ning humanitarian crisis than
the people of Syria? Where is their
international protection? Where
are the supporters of R2P when it
comes to proteeting T llxl'm\ and
the Nepales
tural imperialism and violence?
Where are they when North Ko-
reans are starving, or when the
peopleof Zimbabwe are impover-
ishedand oppressed? Why single
out Syria?

If “concepts of sovereignty and
human rights obligations ha
competed, and reinforced
other, since the 19th century
the writers assert, how did th
process miss King Leopold's Con-
go, Nazi Germany, Stalin’s Russia,
Mao’s China, Pol Pot’s Cambodia,
Kim Il-sung’s North Korea, 1di
Amin’s Uganda and other hell-
holes large and small?

Hasn’ta sovereign state’s power
over its people actually been es
sentially unlimited in interna-
tional law ever since the Peace of
Westphalia of 1648, which ended
the Thirty Years War?

Was what the writers call “hu-
manitarian intervention™ in the
Mount Lebanon area in 1861 truly
humanitarian? Oris it better un-
derstood as Britain and France
jostling fori cinthe region
by protecting their proxy groups?

Can the writers offer even one
example, before or after the UN

provide for sanitation
and food? The Arab League? Tur-
key? Not the UN, surely?

Would humanitarian aid be lim-
ited to those Syrians able to reach
this haven? How big would the
corridor be? Is the terrain suit-
able? Is there a big-enough airport
nearby?

Would the corridor be used to as-
semble, trainand equip Free Syr-
ian Army forces for military action
against the Assad regime? If so,
could the corridor truly be called
humanitarian? Who would pro-
vide force protection for the Free
Syrians? Would Free Syrian mili-
tary forces mingle with ans?

1fon the other hand the corridor
is not a military staging ground,
whatwould itaccomplish?

Would the regime have the right
to attack insurrectionary forces
being mustered on his own sol
Whatifitattacked the part of this
safe haven that is to be on Turkish
50il? How would the Arab League
etalreactifthis project degenerat-
ed into full-s Iwar? If Iran
chose tointervene with troops?

Would the Turks welcome the
idea of a corridor partly on Turk-
ish soil? How do the Turks feel
about Kurdish extremists who
secksafe haven justover the Turk-
ish borderin Iragi Kurdistan?

Would this be a precedent for
Turkey to set up a similar “hu-
manitarian” corridor on its bor-
derwith Irag, to suppress Kurdish
banditry and terrorism? Orwould
itbe a precedent for the Kurds to
setup their own “humanitarian”
corridor on the same border, to
limit Turkish aggression? Maybe
both?

Why did “western diplomats, led
by French Foreign Minister Alan
Juppe”, abandon the idea ofa safe
haven, even though the UN Secu-
rity Council route seemed sure to
be blocked by Russia and China?

Could it be that those experi-
enced statesmen understand
clearly that the whole notion of
R2P, in general and in this
creates far more problems than it
solves?

# bkappler@thenational.ae
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The National (EAU / UAE)

Tribal bonds strengthen the
Gulf's hand in a new Syria

analysis
Hassan Hassan

uch has been said about
the Gulf states’ inter-
estin regime change in
Syria to steer Damascus
away from Tehran and bolster their
regional standing. The prevailing
narrative is that Syria is a Sunni-ma-
jority country and will therefore ally
itselfwith GulfSunniArabsafterthe
overthrow of the Baathist regime.
But such an alliance is not a surety.
Turkey, a Sunni-majority country
and a neighbour, has established
strong business relations with the
commercial cities of Aleppo and
Damascus and hosts prominent op-
position figures; it is also bound to
seckand assertinfluence in Syria.

Sowhen theregime falls, as it cer-
tainly will, how can the Gulf states
gain another advantage besides
the inevitable schism between Da-
mascus and Tehran?

The Gulf states are, in fact, bet-
ter positioned because of deeply
rooted tribal bonds that span
Syria, especially in Al Jazira region
(which makes about 40 per cent
of the country), the countryside
around cities like Deraa, Homs
and Aleppo, and to a lesser degree
near Hama, Damascus and even in
the Druze stronghold of Suwaida.
Channels of communication al-
ready exist between Gulfstates and
tribal leaders in some of these ar-
eas. These relationships have been
sustained despite efforts by the
Baathist regime to weaken tribal
loyalties.

Members of the tribes migrated
from the Arabian Peninsula to the
Levant and Mesopotamia, some
with Muslim compaignsin the 7th
century and others later in search

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

of water and grazing for livestock.
But the majority of people of most
tribes remained on the peninsula.

The Sykes-Picot Agreement be-
tween France and Britain in 1916
divided Mesopotamia and the Le-
vant along artificial national bor-
ders that persist today, splitting
the tribes that spanned from Syria,
Iraq and Jordan all the way to the
peninsula. Relations, nevertheless,
have been maintained.

The Egaidat is the largest tribal
confederation in Al Jazira, with at
least 1.5 million members, and
links mainly to Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait. Al Neim is the prominent
tribal confederation in Deraa that
includes the houses of Zoubi, Ri-
fai and Hariri, and has a strong
presence in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and also in the UAE, especially in
the Northern Emirates. Al Eniza
is another prominent Gulf tribal
confederation with members in Al
Jazira, Suwaida, Homs, Hama and
Aleppo. Al Dhafir tribe has mem-
bers in Al Jazira, Hama and a few
in Deraa, as well as a presence in
Saudi Arabia and less so in Kuwait.
The Shammar confederation has
at least one million members in
Syria and is also one of the largest
tribes in Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

Several leaders of the Syrian
branches of the tribes continue reg-
ular visits to the Gulf states and
often meet members of the royal
families. A significant number have
returned to the Gulf and become
naturalised citizens mainly in Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain and Kuwait.
Many hold privileged positions in
these countries and, as the bloody
crackdown in Syria continues, tribal
kinships have grown closer, with
tribes in Deraa contacting their
“cousins™ in the Gulf asking for a
firm diplomaticand economic posi-
tion regarding Damascus.

There is a common perception
that Syria’s population is now pre-
dominantly urban, and that tribal-
ism is dwindling further because
of the pro-democracy protests. As
one influential resident of Deir Ez-
zor said last month: “What is hap-
pening is not just a revolt against
the regime. It's a revolt by the
young against the tribes, Their fa-
thers have been in limbo between
Bedouin culture and modern cul-
ture, but this generation is break-
ing free.”

That is true to a degree, but de-
tails about the protest movement
in Al Jazira show that the hold of
the tribes remains strong. In the
carly months of protests, there was
frictionamong the tribes on how to
react. Al Jarrah, one of the powerful
clans in the city of Al Bukamal, and
apartofthe Egaidat confederation,
is led by a government official, who
even armed some of the clan’s
members to quell protests. This
pushed another prominent tribe
in the confederation, Al Dandal, to
mediate between the government
and young protesters, in an effort
that failed. By then, some protest-
ers had begun arming themselves
and shooting at security forces.

The chiefof the Egaidat, who has
influence across the tribes in the
confederation, asked the pro-gov-
ernment leader to disarm his peo-
pleand stop working with the secu-
rity forces. Finally, tribal leaders on
all sides agreed to prevent clashes
with the security forees and to not
interfere in the protests.

Other leaders have refused to
take part in the protest movement
because they feel itis their respon-
sibility to proteet their clan. Abdul-
lah Ghadawi, a political editor for
the Saudi newspaper Okaz who
is from Al Bukamal, told me one
tribal leader had said that he was

against the regime but he could
not endanger his tribe by fighting.
For the same reason, heads of fam-
ilies say they stand by President
Bashar Al Assad only to discourage
their children from taking partin
protests. A similar scenario plays
out in Suwaida and Ragqa, where
there have been few protests.

This influence will remain strong
for the foresecable future. Politi-
cians may be drawn from the ranks
of the educated younger genera-
tion, unlike in the pastwhen mem-
bers of parliamentwere almostall
tribal leaders, but the latter will
still be respected.

Another possible trend that fa-
vours Gulfinfluence in Syria is the
growing prominence of Salafism
(as opposed to the Muslim Broth-
erhood, which has strong links
to Turkey). Salafism is increasing
especially in tribal areas, partly be-
cause of the return of Syrians who
have worked in the Gulf.

How the Gulf states will use these
levers of influence remains to be
seen, however. “Saudi Arabia has
a limited understanding of the
nature and diversity of the Syrian
opposition,” said Emile Hokayem,
a Middle East analyst at the Inter-
national Institute for Strategic
Studies, “and risks espousing too
closely the perspective of its tribal
and Wahhabi interlocutors.” Riya-
dh risks overreliance on the tribes,
which remain largely divided.

Butif these links are harnessed,
the Gulf states” influence will ex-
tend from the north of Syria to
western Iraq and Jordan, creat-
inga “tribal crescent” in place of
Iran’s “Shia crescent” that today
extends from Iran to Iraq, Syria
and Lebanon.

i# hhassan@thenational.ae
4 Follow on Twitter: @hhassan140
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The Saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

Al-Azhar
calls for bold
Arab action
on Syria

CAIRO — The head of Egypt’s
influential seat of Islamic learning,
Al-Azhar, called on Tuesday for
bold Arab action to stop the Syi-
ian government’s “hellish killing
machine” while scolding China and
Russia for blocking a peace plan in
the UN Security Council.

Grand Imam Ahmed El-Tayeb,
head of the Cairo-based institution,
also urged Syrian protesters fight-
ing Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad to refrain from turning their
struggle into an armed confronta-
tion, two days after Arab League
diplomats suggested arming oppo-
sition forces could be an option.

“The situation now, brothers,
no longer needs statements to con-
demn and criticize, but it is in des-
perate need of urgent, serious, and
bold action from the Arabs,” Tayeb
added, without giving details of
what kind of action he sought.

“I call on the human conscience
to stop this hellish killing machine
that works to shed blood. It must be
stopped.”

Troops in all-out

assault on Homs

Syria’s army killed at least six ci-
vilians Tuesday in the heaviest
shelling of Homs for several days,
monitors said, as the international
community warned of a humanitar-
1an disaster in the city.

The top human rights represen-
tative at the United Nations said the
world body’s inaction had “embold-
ened” Syria’s government to un-
leash overwhelming force against
its own civilians. — Agencies
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Moscow Times (Russie / Russia)

Russia Open to Syria Peacekeeper Plan

COMBINED REPORTS

Russia and China, the two countries
that vetoed a UN Security Council res-
olution addressing ongoing violence in
Svria. are now weighing an Arab League
proposal to station peacekeepers there.

Russia is open 1o the alternative, but
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said
Monday that Russia would not support
the peacekeeping plan unless there was a
halt to violence by both government forces
and theirarmed opponents.

He suggested that the latter would

N CROC
DCESSES:
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s and improve the effectiveness

Case Study

be tough to achieve.

“The tragedy is that the armed groups
that are confronting the forces of the re-
gime are not subordinate to anvone and
are not under control,” Lavrov said. “A
halt to the violence must be universal.”

The Obama administration said Mon-
day that it backs Arab League plans to end
the violence in Syria but noted several ob-
stacles to deploying a proposed peace-
keeping force to the country and withheld
full endorsement of the idea.

The administration has said it does
not see a military solution to the crisis, vet
U.S. officials indicated they would con-
sider the Arab League call for peacekeep-
ers and discuss it with various countries to
see whether such an idea is feasible. How-
ever, they stressed that there would be dif-
ficulties in getting required UN Security
Council authorization for a force.

“We support the Arab League’s de-
cisions ... to try to end the violence and
move toward a transition,” Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said.
“There are a lot of challenges to be dis-
cussed as to how to put into effect all of
their recommendations. And certainly,
the peacekeeping request is one that will
take agreement and consensus.”

For now, talk of a peacekeeping force
is preliminary and largely theoretical.

A Feb. 24 meeting is scheduled in Tu-
nisia of the Friends of Syria group that
will plot efforts to compel Syrian Presi-

dent Bashar Assad to end the crackdown.

Turkey has floated several ideas. in-
cluding creating protected corridors to as-
sist civilian victims of the violence.

Elsewhere, the UN human rights
chief blamed disagreement in the Secu-
rity Council for encouraging the Syrian
government (o step up attacks on opposi-
tion strongholds.

Russia and China on Feb. 4 vetoed a
draft resolution condemning the crack-
down and endorsing an Arab League plan
for the Syrian leader to step aside.

The Arab League proposal to boost
support for the uprising and to send in
foreign peacekeepers has also drawn a
guarded international response, even as
Syrian forces bombarded rebellious dis-
tricts of Homs and attacked other cities.

Russia, Assad’s close ally and main
arms supplier, said it could not support
a peacekeeping mission unless both sides
ceased the violence first. Some felt the
move might only fan the flames of war.

Beirut-based political commentator
Rami Khouri said that although the Arab
plan was fraught with difficulty, it was also
“incredibly bold and incredibly daring.”

“It is the beginning of' a very complex
process driven by the Arab League.” he
said.

It hinged on convincing Russia that
it must eventually give up its support for
Assad and bringing the opposition to-
gether. (Reuters, AP)
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China Daily

WANG JINGLIE

Beijing’s Middle East policy justified

hina, together with Russia, vetoed a United
Nations Security Coungil resolution on Feb
4, which urged Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad to step down after months of riots,
because it seeks a political and peaceful resolution
of the Syrian crisis.

China’s veto drew worldwide attention, with
Western politicians and media taking the lead in
criticizing its move. For example, UK Foreign
Secretary William Hague accused China and
Russia of “betraying the Syrian people” by
vetoing a UN resolution condemning the vio-
lence. “In deploying them, they have let down
the Arab League, they have increased the like-
lihood of what they wish to avoid in Syria, civil
war, and they have placed themselves on the
wrong side of Arab and international opinion,”
he said.

Chinais a large but responsible country with
an independent foreign policy, which means it
cannot follow the United States and its West-

S

ern allies. China’s peaceful foreign policy
aimed at building a harmonious world, based

on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,
and resolving contlicts and clashes between coun-
tries through negotiations. Its foreign policy
ir

iatives are unfolding on the basis of the
same principles, and its stance on Syria is no
exception.

China has maintained communication not
only with the Syrian government, but also with the
Syrian opposition. For example, it has invited Syrian
opposition representatives to Beijing for talks. Itis
using all possible means to promote a political solu-
tion in Syria and making efforts to stabilize the situ-
ation to prevent a full-fledged civil war. Therefore,
China’s foreign policy is beyond reproach.

The problem is that the US and some Western
countries are trying to use a UN Security Council
mandate to replicate the “Libya model” in Syria.
Despite some Western diplomats’ pledge ruling out
foreign military operation, the resolution, if passed,
would have given Western powers the chance they
needed to intervene militarily in Syria. And once
the Western powers directly intervene in Syria, the
country will become another “Libya”, which would
not only push it into a “dirty” war, but also cause tur-
bulence in the whole of the Middle East.

The world knows that the UN Security Council
did not authorize a military strike against Libya; it
only imposed a “no-fly zon¢”. But the US-led West-
ern countries used the UN resolution as an excuse to
launch indiscriminate bombing on Libya.

There is no reason to believe that the US and its
Western allies are interested in safeguarding the
interests of the people in the Middle East and, hence,

are unhappy with China for altogether other reasons.

After the end of the Cold War, the US embarked
on a “two-ocean strategy”. So, it has been using the
castward expansion of NATO to achieve its strategic
objectives in the Euro-Atlantic region. And in the
Asia-Pacific region, it depends on the US-Japan
Security Treaty, the new Guidelines for US-Japan
Defense Cooperation and the establishment of the

Why did

Theater Missile Defense System to maintain its sole
superpower status.

The Middle East serves as a junction in the global
power structure and can create a strong “dumb-
bell pattern” to reinforce Washington's “two-ocean
strategy”. That's why despite gradually shifting its
strategic focus to the Asia-Pacific region, the US has
not changed its “two-ocean” and “"dumbbell pattern”
strategy. How can the Middle East not be an impor-
tant part of the US' global strategy?

Shortly after the end of the Cold War, Western
countries led by the US launched a series of plans to
transform the Middle East. These plans included the
1995 “Barcelona Process” of the European Union
and the 2008 “Mediterranean Union” of the Mediter-
ranean Summit.

‘The US National Security Strategy 2002 stressed
the importance of sustaining the US' unparalleled
status in the world, promoting democracy world-
wide and taking preemptive military action against
terrorists and tyrants.

In 2004, the US officially introduced the concept
of a “Greater Middle East”. Under this plan, Wash-
ington wanted to group its Western allies to promote
political, economic, social, cultural and educational
transformation in the Middle East in more than
10 years. Some American scholars believe that the
“Greater Middle East” plan looks exactly like the
1975 Helsinki Accords, which 35 Western countries
had signed to promote changes in the Warsaw Pact.

The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are part of Wash-
ington’s “Greater Middle East” plan. Since it could not
succeed in Afghanistan and Iraq, the US is using the

you shoot it?

PANG LI / CHINA DAILY

Middle East political crisis to transform the region
to its own liking, and the “Libya model’, which it has
tried to use in Syria, is part of its wider plan.

In fact, the US-led fresh sanctions against Iran,
too, are part of that plan. Many people may not know
that it was the US and other Western countries that
actually helped Iran develop nuclear projects when
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi was in power in the
country. But now they are afraid of reaping what they
have sowed.

The West has been a failure in Afghanistan, Iraq
and Libya as far as improving the quality of people’s
life is concerned. Most people in these countries are
suffering the consequences of the ongoing turmoil
and bloodshed, and living in fear and misery because
of Western intervention. There is no reason why
Syria should be like them and why the Middle East
should continue be volatile.

Given the facts, it is not surprising that the US and
its Western allies find fault with Chinas policy. That
would not have been the case had China joined the
league of self-seeking Western countries and sup-
ported the US’ policy on the Middle East. China
faces criticism because it refuses to be a pawn in the
wheeling and dealing of the West.

This is precisely why China should be prepared to
encounter difficulties and challenges, including criti-
cisms from the West, on the road to peaceful devel-
opment. It should also be prepared to take them on
and keep pursuing peace and harmony.

The author is a researcher in Middle East Studies at
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
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different viewpoints

Western countries should observe democracy in international
relations and their media does not speak for everyone

he veto by Rus-
siaand Chinaa
week ago, of a UN
Security Council
draft resolution
on Syria, sparked
an international
furore.

There is no difficulty in under-
standing that Russia, which is used
to speaking tough diplomatic lan-
guage, blocked the resolution due to
its important military,
strategic stakes in Syria. Western
countries no doubt expected this.

The Western outcry was directed
at Beijing’s veto and some of the
comments were simply absurd.

Susan Rice, the US ambassador
to the UN, disregarding diplomatic
manners, said she was “disgusted”
by the vetoes by Russia and China,
and both have the blood of the Syr-
ian people on their hands. Some
said the veto was a result of Chinas
blind adherence to the “obsolete”
principle of non-interference in
other countries’ internal affairs, or
was due to China’s efforts to coop-

economic and

LI FENG

erate with Moscow’s diplomatic
initiative. Some even made the
foolish claim that Beijing was wor-
ried about a similar uprising to the
“Arab Spring” in China.

Western opinion also focused
on the change in China’s vot-
ing behavior in the UN Security
Council, from abstention to a
clear-cut veto. Ignoring Chinas
past history of vetoes, though
far less than those of the United
States, they said China’s veto signi-
fied Beijing’s growing “diplomatic
assertiveness” or even “diplomatic
arrogance”. There were even some
who suggested that the votes over
Syria marked “the start of a new
Cold War”.

Such comments are senseless.
The diplomatic arrogance is in fact
diplomatic self-confidence, and
cooperating with Russia is the two
countries joining hands to defend
the norms of international rela-

tions.

As for the suggestion that the
veto was the start of a new Cold
War, it places too much importance

on what was simply a veto and
amplifies the difference on how to
solve the Syrian crisis.

In fact, the West’s response to
the veto by China and Russia once
again demonstrates the hegemony
and undemocratic nature of today’s
international relations and interna-
tional governance,

It stands to reason that members
of the UN Security Council will
differ on some issues. The US has
vetoed resolutions on the Israeli-
Palestinian issue dozens of times.
According to Rice’s own logic, the
US is “disgusting” and has had the
blood of the Palestinian people on
its hands for decades.

A number of Western countries
have long been adopting a para-
doxical approach to domestic and
international issues. On domestic
issues, they adhere to the principles
of democracy and freedom, and
allow pluralistic debate and dissent;
but when dealing with interna-
tional relations, they prefer media
assaults, economic sanctions and
even military strikes against coun

A number of Western
countries have long been
adopting a paradoxical
approach to domestic
and international issues.

tries holding different views.

In fact, the Western media does
not represent international opinion
or the people of the world.

But by manipulating the
Western-owned media, the West
can deliver its views and opinions
worldwide in a constant bar
rage, creating the illusion that
the West's views equate to world
opinion.

However, the fact is, more
than 190 countries around the
world and “the silent majority”
of world people hate war, cherish
peace and support efforts to solve
conflicts through mediation and
dialogue.

A pluralistic world should allow
the existence of diverse voices. And
those Western countries that always
position themselves on the moral
high ground should listen more
attentively to others and safeguard
peace instead of fanning the flames
of contlicts.

With regard to the current crisis
in Syria, external forces should
balance their pressure on the par-
ties involved and urge both sides
to the negotiation table. Efforts
should seek to achieve a peaceful
and orderly political transition, so
civilian casualties are kept to the
minimum.

The international community
should give Russia and China more
time for mediation, rather than
forcing a hurried vote in the UN
Security Council, which has only
escalated the crisis rather than
resolve it.

The author is a researcher with
Institute of West Asian and African
cssadan ol

Caaz R R IRSIE ) D SN

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 15 et jeudi 16 février 2012, #52, p. 63 / Wednesday & Thursday, February 15 & 16, 2012, #52, p. 63

China Daily

Syrian govt to hold referendum
for new constitution on Feb 26

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syr-
ia’s President Bashar al-Assad
has decreed to hold a referen-
dum for a new constitution
on Feb 26, the official SANA
state news agency reported on
Wednesday.

“President Bashar al-Assad
issued today a decree setting
Sunday, Feb 26, as the date for
the referendum on the draft
constitution,” SANA reported.

Syrian state television said
the new constitution would
allow the “people to govern
the people” under a new multi-
party democratic system.

It said that under the pro-
posed text, freedom is “a sacred

right” and that any violation of

personal freedom is considered
a crime punishable by law.

Assad received a copy of the
draft constitution on Sunday
from the head of a national
committee entrusted with
drafting a new constitution,
SANA said, adding that after
the president reviewed the
draft it would then be referred
to the People’s Assembly
before being put up for a ref-
erendum.

The committee’s members
stressed that the new consti-
tution had been written in a
way that would preserve the
dignity and rights of the Syrian
people, according to SANA.

The committee has also
decided to limit the presiden-
tial terms to a maximum of
two seven-year mandates.

The Syrian president
decreed the formation of a
national committee on Oct 15
to prepare a draft constitution
within four months. The com-
mittee comprises 29 academ-
ics, lawyers and opposition
figures.

Amending the constitution,
particularly canceling an arti-
cle which states that the rul-
ing Baath party is the leader of
the nation and the society, has
been one of the main demands
of Syrian protesters.

The amendment of the
article would pave the way for
the formation of new political
parties besides the Baath party
and 11 other closely associated
parties known as the National
Progressive Front.

At the time, he said it could
be put to a popular vote as ear-
ly as March, although that date
for the ballot has now been
brought forward.

Syria’s government lifted a
state of emergency in April last
year and in July adopted a law
allowing a multi-party politi-
cal system.

Government raids
Syrian government forces

VIOLENCE MUST STOP

WASHINGTON — China wants animmediate halt to the
spiraling bloodshed in Syria and an “inclusive dialogue”
between the Syrian government and opposition protest-

ers, a Chinese official said.

“We are following closely the situation in Syria and we
hope that the violent activities can be put to an immedi-
ate stop,” said Vice-Foreign Minister Cui Tiankai, who is
accompanying Vice-President Xi Jinping on a US visit.
“We hope that Syria can initiate an inclusive dialogue to
solve all the problems it faces.”

Cui said China attaches “great importance to the role
played by the Arab League in seeking a political solution to

the Syrianissue”.

But he said the UN Security Council is “a highly authori-
tative international body, so whatever actions it takes,
the actions should be taken in a most prudent and

responsible manner”.

He added that “all people are calling for an immediate
end to the bloodshed in Syria. Yet if the Security Council
takes one wrong step, it is likely to lead to more blood-
shed instead of putting a stop to the bloodshed".

attacked the opposition strong-
holds of Homs and Hama on
Wednesday and also raided
a district of Damascus in the
closest military operation to
the capital’s center since the
uprising against Assad broke
out 11 months ago.

Elite forces backed by
armored personnel carriers
erected roadblocks in main
streets of Damascus’ residen-
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tial Barzeh neighborhood,
searched houses and made
arrests, witnesses said.

Residents said they were
looking for opposition activ-
ists and members of the rebel
Free Syrian Army, which has
provided armed protection for
protests against Assad in the
district.
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