Vendredi 16 mars 2012, #61, p. 1 / Friday, March 16, #61 p. 1

Le Monde (France)

Dans la tete de « Sam »,
alias Bachar Al-Assad

Guardian, qui révele jeudi

15mars le contenu d’e-mails
privés échangés par le président
Bachar Al-Assad et sa femme
Asma, assure apres vérifications
étre fondé a le croire. Untotal de
3000 courriels a été intercepté
par des opposants syriens en 2011
et jusqu’afévrier2012. Ces oppo-
sants avaient pu se procurer les
codes nécessaires grace a une sour-
ceinterne. Leur observation atten-
tive a duré jusqu’a ce qu'une atta-
que informatique trés médiatisée
mais aussi tres malencontreuse
du groupe international Anony-
mous alerte la direction syrienne
etsigne lafin du piratage.

Les stratéges occidentaux qui
espéreront découvrir a la lecture
des messages arrivés ou partis
des adresses sam@alshahba et
ak@alshahbalesarcanesd'un
regime opaque seront certaine-
ment décus. La mise a nudu cou-
ple présidentiel syrien et de son
petit groupe de conseillers media
(les échanges ne concernent qu’a
la marge les questions sécuritai-
res) est sans précédent.

C’estaudétour d'un courrier
envoyé par Bachar Al-Assad a sa
femme qu’on pourra mesurer le
peude cas que fait le président
syriende ses propres promesses
de réformes. Apprenant un jour
de juillet 2011 qu’Asma sera libre
dés 17 heures, le président ironi-
se: « C'est la meilleure réforme
dont pourrait réver un pays. Onva
I'adopter au lieu de ceslois de paco-
tille sur les partis, les elections, la
presse...» qu'il multiplie au méme
moment pour tenter d’infléchir le
mouvement de contestation né
quatre mois plus tot. Six mois
plus tard, c’est la mission d’obser-
vateurs arabes qui est tournée en
ridicule par le président.

S ont-ils authentiques? Le

Cette plongée dans l'univers
ouaté des Assad, loin des bains de
sang devenus la norme dans les
bastions contestataires révele les
préoccupations de la premiere
dame du pays, manifestement
trés éprise de son président de
mari (« Si nous sommes forts
ensemble, nous triompherons de
celaensemble, (...) je t'aime», écrit-
elle en décembre 2011).

Asma Al-Assad fait ses courses
par correspondance pour contour-
ner les sanctions internationales
visant le régime via une société
écran basée a Dubai, aux Emirats
arabes unis et dépense ainsi des
milliers d’euros en décoration. De
son cOté, son mari, enregistrée
sous un autre nom a New York,
multiplie les achats sur iTunes
témoignant de gouts musicaux
assez mondialisés (Chris Brown,
Rightsaid Fred, the Cover Girls,
mais aussi New Order...).

Plus stratégiquement, les cour-
riers dévoilés témoignent de I'in-
fluence durégime de Téhéran sur
le président syrien, qui prépare
en décembre un discours avec
des conseillers politique et média
de 'ambassade iranienne a
Damas. User d'un ton « puissant
et violent », mettant en avant
«nos capacites militaires » pour
convaincre ses adversaires de sa
détermination et de ses capacités,
tels sont les conseils prodigués,
manifestement suivis a la lettre
par le président qui se tient par
ailleurs informé en févrierde la
présence de journalistes occiden-
taux a Homs, entrés clandestine-
ment par le Liban.

Quant a la suggestion d’exil pro-
digué par une princesse du Qatar,
« c’est un bon moment pour partir
et recommencer une vie normale »,
elle est restée lettre morte. @

GILLES PARIS
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L’armée syrienne
utilise des drones
contre les insurgés

L'origine de ces avions sans pilote est inconnue.
De méme ignore-t-on §'ils sont armés ou pas

"est un bruit caractéristique
C que tous ceux qui ont tra-
vaillé unjouraGazaconnais-

sent bien: celui, entétant, d'une
lointaine tondeuse a gazon invisi-
blequivaetvient dansleciel. Javier
Espinosa, 'envoyé spécialduquoti-
dien espagnol El Mundo pendant le
siege de Homs, ne s’y est pas trom-
pé: il areconnu le vrombissement
d’'un drone dans le ciel syrien. Le
recours a des avions sans pilote
danslarépressiondel'insurrection
par I'armée syrienne est confirmé
par des sources diplomatiques, des
témoins syriens et étrangers, ainsi
que des experts militaires.

Alafaveurdusoulévementquia
débuté il ya un an, 'armée syrien-
ne semble en avoir fait usage pour
la premiére fois de son histoire. Ces
drones pourraient d'ailleurs avoir
été utilisés pour guider le bombar-
dement du centre de presse impro-
visé dans le quartier de Baba Amro,
a Homs le 22février, causant la
mort de Marie Colvin et de Rémi
Ochlik, et blessant Edith Bouvier
ainsi que Paul Conroy. Il faudrait
pour cela que les engins utilisés
puissent transmettre des images
endirect. Une informationimpossi-
ble a confirmer pour!'instant. Tout
comme le fait qu'ils sont armés ou
pas, méme si c'est peu probable.

L'originede ces drones est diffici-
le a établir. Ont-ils été fabriqués
localement ou achetés a I'étranger,
et a qui? D'aprés The Aviationist,
unblogspécialisé dans cedomaine,
qui reprend des informations du
site israélien Ynetnews.com, la
Syrie produit ses propres drones,
qui ne sont en fait que des répli-
ques de modeles iraniens. Qu'il ait
fourni la technologie ou les drones
eux-mémes, I'lran, allié stratégi-
que de la Syrie, a une expérience
reconnue en la matiére. Téhéran
fabrique plusieurs types de drones,
tels que le Mohajer-4, vu au-dessus
de Homs, I'Ababil, le Mirsad-1 et le
Pahpad (acronyme d’avion sans
pilote en persan), filmé a Kafr Bat-
na, dans la banlieue de Damas.

Cen'est pas la premiére fois que
la technologie iranienne est
déployée dans la région. 1l y aquel-
ques années, le Hezbollah, parti
chiite libanais, avait réussi a
envoyer un Mirsad-1 au-dessus du
nord d'Israél. Par la suite, en 2005,
la milice armée alliée a I'Tran avait
méme intercepté des communica-
tions d’'images entre des drones
israéliens en vol au-dessus de Bey-
routh et leur base en Israél. Il se
peutdoncquelesdrones utilisésen
Syrie soient actionnés par des tech-
niciens iraniens ou libanais.

La presse arabe, notamment le
site d'opposition all4syria, a émis
I'hypothése que la Russie avait
livré ala Syrie des drones achetés a
Israél. Pour Emile Hokayem, spécia-
liste des questions de sécurité au
Proche-Orient au sein de I'Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Stu-
dies (ISS), il y a peu de chances que
lematériel utilisé soitd origine rus-
se: « La Russiefait tres attention au
type de mateériel qu'elle fournit a la
Syrie. Elle posséde des drones israé-
liens mais lesrevendre porterait gra-
vement atteinte a sa réputation.»

D'autres médias arabes hostiles
au régime syrien, mais aussi des
sources militaires francaises évo-
quent la possibilité d'appareils
directement achetés a Israél, pour-
tant en état de guerre avec la Syrie
mais principal producteur mon-
dial de ce type d’engins.

L'un de ces avions sans pilote
équipés de caméras s’est écrasé en
février a Homs; les rebelles de I'Ar-
mée syrienne libre (ASL) assurent
l'avoirabattu. Aprés'entréedel'ar-
meée dans Baba Amro, la télévision
officielle syrienne s’est empressée
demontrerlesrestes calcinésen les

Les drones pourraient
étre actionnés
par des techniciens
iraniens ou libanais

présentant comme la preuve du
«soutien sioniste» a la cause des
«gangs terroristes » qui ensanglan-
tent la Syrie, selon la version offi-
cielle du régime. Comme dans le
cas de certains massacres et des
bombardements de zone civile, le
régime retourne contre ses enne-
mis les accusations dont il fait I'ob-
jet, en une étrange forme d’aveu.

11 est probable que des drones
américains, et probablement israé-
liens, opérent dans le ciel syrien.
Mais ils volent a une telle altitude
qu'ils sont difficiles a atteindre et
impossibles a voir ou a entendre.

Reste a savoir pourquoi le régi-
me recourt a des drones alors qu'il
disposed’avionsde chasseetd'héli-
coptéresennombre. «L'unedes cho-
ses que Bachar Al-Assad a apprises
deKadhafi, c’'estqu'utiliser del'avia-
tion militaire contre des civils pou-
vait provoquer une mobilisation
internationale, note M. Hokayem. Il
reste donc prudent. » D'autant que
si les insurgés parvenaient a abat-
tre un hélicoptére de combat, cela
auraitdesconséquences désastreu-
ses sur le moral des troupes.®

CHRISTOPHE AYAD
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La Russie s’agace de
I'intransigeance syrienne

Moscou est intervenu, en vain, pour tenter d'infléchir
la réponse du régime de Damas aux propositions de Kofi Annan.

ALAIN BARLUET

DIPLOMATIE 1.’'émissaire de 'ONU et de
la Ligue arabe en Svrie, Kofi Annan, ren-
dra compte aux membres du Conseil de
securité, aujourd’hui par visioconférence
depuis Geneve, de sa toute récente mis-
sion au Proche-Orient. Le détail de ses
deux entretiens, le week-end dernier a
Damas, avec Bachar el-Assad et les ré
ponses que ce dernier a faites a ses propo
sitions sont tres attendus. Sans dévoiler la
présentation de I'ex-secrétaire général de
I'ONU, son entourage laissait peu d’es-
poir, jeudi, d’une percée sur trois exigen-
ces essentielles : un cessez-le-feu, I'envoi
d’aide humanitaire aux populations civi
les, 'amorce d'un dialogue politique en
Syrie, ou les violences, depuis un an jour
pour jour, ont causé plus de 9 000 morts.
Un diplomate onusien était, lui, plus
abrupt, jeudi, pour qualifier la réponse des
autorités syriennes a la démarche de Kofi
Annan : un « bras d’honneur a 'ONU, au
Conseil de sécurité et a la Russie ». I’expo
sé qui sera présenté aujourd’hui au Conseil
de sécurité donnera en effet la températu
re sur une question clé : I'état des relations
entre Moscou et son allié syrien, bénéfi-
ciaire jusqu’a présent d’un soutien sans
faille. De ce compte rendu dépendra donc,
aussi, la relance des négociations pour une
nouvelle résolution du Conseil de sécurité
a laquelle les Russes, et les Chinois, ont
jusqu’a maintenant toujours fait barrage.
Selon plusieurs sources diplomatiques, la
Russie est intervenue a plusieurs reprises
aupres de ses interlocuteurs syriens pour
qu’ils assouplissent quelque peu leur posi-

tion dans le sens de I'ouverture. Des pres
sions face auxquelles le régime syrien a fait
la sourde oreille, manifestement persuadé
que la solution militaire et la reconquéte
progressive des poches de résistance
I'emporteront.

A Moscou toutefois, cette intransigean-
ce commence a embarrasser. Mercredi, le
chef de la diplomatie russe, Serguei La
vrov, n'a pas caché son irritation devant
la Douma, mettant en garde Damas
contre un risque d’escalade s’il n’écoutait
pas davantage les conseils de son allié rus-
se. « Est-ce que Moscou va choisir de s’en-
téter dans la protection d’un allié incontro-
lable ou bien va-t-il commencer a
envisager d’autres options, telle est la
question ?», s’interroge un diplomate
onusien.

Tous les pays arabes

du Golfe ont fermeé leurs
ambassades a Damas
jeudi soir

Mardi, Kofi Annan recevait une pre
miere réponse des Syriens a ses proposi-
tions. Une réponse « positive », selon le
porte-parole du ministere syrien des Af-
faires étrangeres. Réponse « inaccepta-
ble », selon un diplomate onusien. Parmi
les « idées » de Damas : I'obligation pour
la rébellion de déposer les armes en
échange d’une éventuelle amnistie. Lors
d’un deuxieme échange, la demande de
clarification formulée par Kofi Annan
aurait suscité une attitude « un peu moins

fermée » de la part du régime svrien, dixit

un diplomate. Pas suffisamment en tout
cas pour complaire a Moscou, d’ou le coup
de griffe donné par Serguei Lavrov.

Doutes sur la survie du régime
Damas refuse notamment de reconnaitre
toute affiliation de Kofi Annan avec la Li-
gue arabe, maniere de signifier que les
propositions contenues dans son plan du
22 janvier sont nulles et non avenues. Les
Syriens insistent en outre pour que le seul
interlocuteur soit le chef de leur diploma
tie, Wallid Mouallem, et non Bachar el-
Assad, la encore pour indiquer que la po-
sition du rais syrien ne saurait étre remise
en cause, ce que prévoit pour sa part le
plan arabe pour engager une transition
politique.

L’agacement de Moscou n’augure en
rien d’un virage sur l'aile de la Russie a
I'ONU. Certes, Serguei Lavrov, dans ses
conversations avec ses homologues occi-
dentaux, n’a pas caché ses doutes sur la
survie a terme du régime de Bachar. L'op-
tion jusqu'au-boutiste de Bachar n’est pas
plus satisfaisante pour les Russes, qui re
doutent de devenir les tuteurs d'un allié
ombrageux, tel que la Chine I'est pour la
Corée duNord.

Pour autant, Moscou refuse toujours de
voir Iaffaire syrienne traitée a 'ONU. Et
le précédent libyen reste un repoussoir,
du moins un constant prétexte. Sur le ter
rain, une mission humanitaire devrait se
déployer le week-end prochain, sous la
houlette du gouvernement syrien, de
I'ONU et de I'Organisation de la coopéra-
tion islamique (OCI). A Paris, on conti
nuait a récuser une résolution qui ne se-
rait qu’humanitaire. m
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UNAN
DE REPRESSION

Le bilan humanitaire

© Le bilan de la répression par
le régime syrien du soulévement
populaire qui a commencé

le 15 mars 2011 est d'environ

8 000 morts, au moins

200 000 personnes déplacées
en Syrie et 31 000 réfugiées
au Liban, Turquie et Jordanie,
selon des estimations

des Nations unies.

L'opposition

® Conseil national syrien (CNS).
Fondé en octobre 2011 et présidé
par Burhan Ghalioun, le CNS est
considéré comme la principale
mouvance d'opposition. Il préne
I'intervention militaire étrangére
pour faire tomber le régime.
L'influence des islamistes sur le
Conseil, qui pourraient détenir
jusqu’a la moitié des sieges, et
le caractére peu représentatif de
sa composition, sont souvent
mis en question. Le CNS a été
reconnu comme un «interlocuteur
Iégitimen par la France.

@ Groupe patriotique syrien
(GPS). Créé en février 2012

par l'avocat Haytham Al Maleh,
Kamal Al Labwani et Catherine
Al Talli (entre autres), le groupe
a fait sécession mardi du Conseil
national syrien. Plus radical que
le CNS, le GPS préne un soutien
matériel direct a I'insurrection
armée, en renforcant les liens
entre |'opposition politique et
I’Armée syrienne libre (ASL).

® Comité national

de coordination pour

le changement démacratique
(CNCCD). Coprésidé par
Haytham Al Manna et Hassan
Abdul Hazim, il regroupe
plusieurs autres figures de
I'opposition comme |"économiste
Aref Dalila. Le CNCCD (fondé

en juin 2011) est opposé a toute
intervention étrangére, prone la
résistance pacifique et, dans une
moindre mesure, le dialogue avec
le régime. Il bénéficie d'un certain
écho aupreés de la population
syrienne, en particulier auprés
des minorités et des classes
moyennes de Damas et Alep.

© Conseil pour le changement
national (CCN). Créé par

et autour d’Ammar Al Qurabi,
il se définit dabord par
opposition au CNS, dont

il critique I'influence islamiste.
Prénant un soutien direct

a l'insurrection armée, le CCN
est assez proche des théses
du GPS. Ammar Al Qurabi

et Kamal Al Labwani se

sont d'ailleurs rencontrés la
semaine derniére a Jstanbul.

@ Construire la libération (CLL).
Fondé mercredi dernier

par le cheikh Nawaf Al Bashir,
chef de la tribu Al-Bagara,

le mouvement s'oppose

au CNS dont il dénonce
I'impuissance et |'absence

de soutien au sein des

militants sur le terrain.
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Kofi Annan (au centre), lors de son passage en Syrie, a rencontré les autorités r

du pays. L'é

|k

ire de I'ONU et de la Ligue

arabe doit rendre compte, aujourd’hui, au Conseil de sécurité des Nations unies, des premiers résultats de sa mission de médiation.

Apresun an d’insurrection,
les scenarios pour la Syrie

P Larépression s’accentue,
la contestation s’étend.

D Impasse, solution négociée,
guerre civile aboutissant

a une « recomposition »

du pays, La Croix examine
les trois scénarios plausibles.

1. Limpasse

Les diplomates européens le re-
connaissent : « On est dans une
impasse totale en Syrie. » Sur le ter-
rain, la répression s'accentue, la
contestation s’étend. Ce constat
éloigne toute perspective de négo-
ciation etde résolution pacifique
de ce conflit. Léquilibre des forces
est clairement en faveur durégime::
« Larmée syrienne est toujours trés
soudée, confie un Syrien. Les officiers
qui l'encadrent sont presque tous
alaouites. Ils détiennent le pouvoir
du feu. La troupe, elle suit. »

Le pouvoir s'est lancé avec succes
dans la reconquéte des villes et
zones abandonnées a 'opposition
et les verrouille : Homs, Idleb et
Deraa aujourd’hui. Larmée syrienne
s'inspire de la stratégie militaire
russe, éprouvée pendant la guerre
en Tchétchénie : bouclage des quar-
tiers périphériques et carrefours,
bombardements massifs pour ef-
frayer les civils, afin qu’ils quittent
la zone avant de donner l'assaut.

Les insurgés n'ont plus d’autres
choix que de se retirer comme ils
'ont fait 2 Baba Amr, 2 Homs ou &
Idleb. En méme temps, 'armée

s'emploie a sécuriser ses frontiéres
avec le Liban et la Turquie en les
minant pour empécher les livraisons
d’armes a l'opposition et le passage
des combattants.

Le rapport de force entre 'armée
réguliére et 'opposition armée est
totalement déséquilibré. LArmée
syrienne libre (ASL) est mal enca-
drée, pas formée et peu équipée.
Elle est composée de civils qui ont
pris les armes et de quelques soldats
qui ont fait défection. Mémessi les
promesses de I'Arabie saoudite et
du Qatar de lui fournir armes et
munitions se concrétisent, le rap-

« Beaucoup

de Syriens

ne bougent pas.

lls ont peur.

lls voient leur pays
aller a vau-l'eau... »

port de force n’en sera pas boule-
versé avant longtemps. Armer l'op-
position reviendrait, selon des
diplomates, a entrer dans le jeu de
la confrontation, ce que souhaite le
régime qui ne cesse de dénoncer
ces « groupes terroristes armés »
soutenus par I'étranger.

Surle plan politique, les tentatives
de contraindre le président Assad
au départ - particulierement fran-
caise et américaine - ont échoué.
D’autant que ni la France ni les
Etats-Unis n'ont caché qu'ils n'in-
terviendraient pas militairement.

Trois résolutions ont été proposées
au Conseil de sécurité des Nations
unies, toutes rejetées par la Russie
etla Chine, qui ont opposé leur veto.

Le plan de sortie de crise, proposé
en janvier par la Ligue arabe, qui
appelle le président a déléguer « des
prérogatives au vice-président pour
traiter avec un gouvernement
d’union » nationale avec « une per-
sonnalité de consensus » a sa téte,
qui préparera des élections législa-
tives et présidentielle « pluralistes
et libres », a lui aussi été rejeté par
Moscou.

Un homme d’affaires syrien ré-
sume assez bien 'ambiance dans
son pays : « Beaucoup de Syriens ne
bougent pas. Ils ont peur. Ils voient
leur pays aller a vau-l'eau. Le clan
Assad ne fait pas de quartier. Il tient
tout et décide de tout. Le gouverne-
ment n'existe plus, les ministres se
taisent. Personne n'ose lever la téte,
personne n'ouvre la bouche. Le pou-
voir a acheté le silence des grandes

Jamilles c cantes ites, en
échange de leur sécurité. Trés natio-
nalistes, les Syriens redoutent un
éclatement du pays et l'immixtion
des militants djihadistes dans le
conflit. Lopposition est hétéroclite.
Burhan Ghalioun, chef du Conseil
national syrien (CNS), est un intel-
lectuel, pas un homme politique. »

2. La solution négociée
Seule une solution politique peut
stopper le cycle de la violence.
Lémissaire de’'ONU etde la Ligue
arabe, Kofi Annan, s’y emploie. « I

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

est le mieux placé pour obtenir
quelque chose du régime syrien, car
il connait tous les acteurs de ce
conflit, confiait un diplomate a
I'ONU. Mais si dans quinze jours il
n'obtient rien, le scénario du pire est
acraindre. »

Kofi Annan doit rendre compte
aujourd’hui au Conseil de sécurité
des Nations unies des premiers ré-
sultats de sa mission de médiation
en Syrie. Il arequ une réponse de
Bachar Al Assad a ses propositions
deréglementde la crise syrienne,
mais il a souligné que « des ques-
tions » demeuraient et qu'il avait
demandé des clarifications. Il a ré-
clamé un arrét immédiat des vio-
lences et des meurtres, un acces
pour les organisations humanitaires
et un dialogue politique.

Mené par des dirigeants poli-
tiques européens de premier plan,
le Conseil européen des relations
étrangeéres (ECFR) propose, quant
alui, un schéma de négociation qui
passe « au minimum par l'assenti-
ment de la Russie ». « Sans la pres-
sion de Moscou, estime-t-i, le régime
syrien nacceptera ni de réduire la
répression, ni d'entrer dans un pro-
cessus politique. »

Moscou doit étre considéré moins
comme un obstacle que comme
une courroie de transmission et de
dialogue avec les forces de Bachar
Al Assad qu'il arme. D'autant que
les Russes ont montré des signes
d’exaspération devant la lenteur des
réformes en Syrie et ont annoncé
qu'ils étaient favorables @0 ®
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GO aunesolution négoc
condition qu'elle ne se fasse pas au
détriment de ses intéréts.

L'ECFR fait le constat que, bien
que Bachar Al Assad soit politique-
ment et économiquement affaibli,
son départ peut prendre des mois,
voire des années. Le colit humain
n'en sera que plus élevé. Linstau-
ration d'un dialogue politique fa-
voriserait automatiquement 'op-
position, & condition qu'elle s'ouvre
davantage aux minorités du pays
(chrétiens, alaouites, druzes), et, a
terme, pourrait conduire au départ
de Bachar Al Assad.

D Lopposition en exil et celle

de I'intérieure sont en désaccord
sur la question de savoir s'il faut
ou non dialoguer avec le régime.
) Certains pronent l'intervention
étrangere, d’autres souti

I’ inmrrectlon armée.

ISTANBUL, AMMAN
De notre i

Une situation qui peut
conduire vers

une « fragmentation
de la Syrie

et un affaiblissement
de l'axe chiite ».

Les experts de 'ECFR préconisent
la formation d’un groupe de contact
avec des représentants de la Russie,
durégime syrien, de l'opposition et
des voisins de la Syrie, auquel il fixe
trois objectifs : établir un consensus
international ; déconnecter la crise
syrienne d'objectifs stratégiques
plus large (pour 1'Occident et cer-
tains pays du Golfe, affaiblir I'in-
fluence de I'tran par la chute du
régime Assad, et, pour I'lran et le
Hezbollah, maintenir un régime qui
protege leurs intéréts) ; et renforcer
T'opposition politique.

3. La guerre civile

et confessionnelle

et la création

d’un « réduit » alaouite

Gilles Chenéve, ancien des ser-
vices de renseignements, est un
expert du monde arabe. Dans son
livre Le Réveil du monde arabe,
douze scénarios davenir (1), il es-
time qu'a court terme, si la situation
de confrontation sur le terrain per-
dure, ons'achemine vers une « frag-
mentation de la Syrie el un affaiblis-
sement de l'axe chiite ». Dans ce
schéma, dit Topposition au ré-
gime se militarise (grace a l'aide
extérieure) et sétend a l'ensemble
du territoire, la contestation évolue
en une guerre civile, marquée par
des luttes confessionnelles. Les com-
munaulés se regroupent dans des
zones ot elles se sentent en sécurité. »

Selon lui, la minorité alaouite
(dont est originaire le clan Assad),
pourrait alors migrer vers sa région
d'origine (Lattaquié) ou ils sont
majoritaires pour y créer un « réduit
alaouite. Fortement militarisée et
autonome, cette région, pour étre
viable, encadrerait le Djebel Ansa-
rieh, avec, a louest, la plaine littorale
et, a l'est, la plaine du Ghab qui suit
la vallée de I'Oronte vers le sud,
jusqu'a la frontiére libanaise. »

Cette recomposition laisserait le
reste du pays sous l'autorité des
sunnites, majoritaires. Une région
majoritairement kurde s'établirait
le long de la Turquie et dans la ré-
gion nord-est de la Djezireh.

Etles chrétiens ? « Pour ceux qui
nauront pas choisi lexil, ils seraient,
selon lui, regroupés dans quelques
ilots, des zones refuges comme le
Golan (sous protection israélienne)
ou en zone alaouite. »

AGNES ROTIVEL

(1) Editions du Cygne, 159p, 16 €.

De son bureau au neuviéme étage
du World Trade Center d'Istanbul,
I'homme d’affaires Samir Nachar,
membre du bur exécutif du
Conseil national syrien (CNS), re-
;mrdc la pluie tomber. Damas a beau
étre loin, peut-étre s'y voit-il déja
tenant un ministére. Sa conviction
pour faire basculer le régime syrien :
I'intervention militaire.

« L'idéal serait la création par la
Turquie d'une zone tampon en ter-
ritoire syrien, couplée & des frappes
aériennes de I'Otan », expose-t-il en
substance. Les veto russe et
chinois ? Pas un probleme. « A-t-on
eu besoin d'une résolution du
Conseil de sécurité pour intervenir
au Kosovo et en Irak 7 », argumente-

g
]
3
8

Nawaf Al Bashir,
chef de la tribu Al-Bagara.

Ammar Al Qurabi,

Samir Nachar
du Conseil national syrien (CNS).

CERMANOASSAD

Mohammed Farouq Tayfour,

til.

Nachar incarne cette opposition
en col blanc qui aimerait régler la
crise syrienne « par le haut », au
plus vite et depuis l'extérieur. A mots
couverls, il se méfie de cette insai-
sissable Armée syrienne libre (ASL)
et craint de voir I'insurrection armée
tourner a la guerre civile.

Une frilosité critiquée par une
frange plus radicale, emmenée par
le vétéran Haytham Al Maleh et le
bouillant Kamal Al Labwani. Parti-
sans d'un soutien franc etdirecta
I'insurrection armée, ils viennent
avec une vingtaine d'autres
membres dannoncer leur défection
du CNS pour créer un nouveau
Groupe patriotique syrien (GPS).
« Le CNS est totalement déconnecté

de |'Organisation des droits
de I'homme syrienne.

de la base des manifestants et ne
représente pas le peuple syrien, ni
ne relaie sa volonté », confiait déja
Al Labwani il y a quelques semaines,
aAmman.

Un sentiment partagé par cheikh
Nawal Al Bashir, chef de la tribu
ssi claqué la
pour annoncer mer-
credi la création de son propre
mouvement, Construire la libération
(CLL). 'homme, dont la tribu
compterait plus d'un million de
membres en Syrie, déplore l'incurie
du Conseil, la o il lui suffitd’une
intervention télévisée pour soulever
plusieurs milliers de personnes dans

numéro deux des Fréres
musulmans et membre du CNS.

sa ville de Deir Ezzor (est) : « Les
gens du CNS ne comprennenl pas
ce qui se passe en Syrie el margina-
lisent les activistes sur le terrain. »
Critique renforcée par le nombre
important de Fréres musulmans
que compte le CNS. Bannis du pays
aprés U'insurrection islamiste du
début des années 1980, la plupart
vivent depuis en exil. « Le CNS est
un pur produit des Fréres musul-
mans », critique Ammar Al Qurabi,
président de I'Organisation natio-
nale des droits de 'homme en Syrie.
« Ot sont les libéraux ? Oit sont les
chrétiens, les alaouites, les Kurdes ? »,
s'emporte celui qui vient lui aussi

Les chrétiens veulent le maintien
dela pluralité religieuse

) Souvent percus comme des soutiens
du clan Assad, les chrétiens
de Syrie sont otages du régime.

répartition diffuse sur l'ensemble du territoire : « On

Vu d’Europe, le role des chrétiens en Syrie
parfois I'objet de raccourcis hatifs : soutiens incon-
ditionnels du régime de Bachar Al Assad, opposés a
toute forme d’évoluti La réalité ble plus
complexe : « Les chrétiens, comme la plupart des
Syriens, ont traversé cinquante ans de dtclumrc plus
personne n'a le souvenir d'un autre
régime », analyse Mgr Philippe Brizard,
directeur de I'CEuvre d'Orient de 2001
a2010.

Selon lui, les chrétiens ne défendent
pas le régime en tant que tel, mais la
laicité qui a prévalu jusqu'ici en Syrie,
fondée sur une citoyenneté unique, sans distinction
religieuse : « Ce qu'ils redoutent, c'est un scénario a
lirakienne, avec une chute brutale du régime, qui
laisserait place a un vide dangereux. »

Leur role est d’autant plu\ dlfﬁ( |l(- aapprécier que
le christianisme syrien : morcelé.
Selon les sources, ils somic-m entre 1 100 000 et
1 500 000, soit entre 5 % et 7 % de la population, re-
levant de diverses traditions : orthodoxes bien sir,
mais aussi arméniens apostoliques, melkites (grecs-

extre

« Ce qu quils
redoutent,

c’est un scénario
a l'irakienne. »

les > dans les deux grandes villes que sont Da-
mas et Alep, mais aussi dans les campagnes, explique
Ihistorien syrien Samir Arbache, professeur a I'Uni-
versité catholique de Lille. Mais ils noccupent pas un
territoire propre. » Selon cet observateur, les décla-
rations du clergé local sonta prendre avec précaution :
« D'une certaine fagon, les chrétiens sont otages du
n‘gmw » La majorité d'entre eux « vit dans la peur ».
~— Beaucoup appartiennent aux classes
modestes et n'ont pas les moyens de
s'exiler. De nombreux jeunes chrétiens
soutiennent les insurgés. Dautres ont
rejoint les partis d'opposition.
« Chrétiens et musulmans n'entretien-
" nent aucun contentieux historique en
Syrie, assure Samir Arbache. Le danger datlaques
antichrétiennes peut venir de prédicateurs sectaires de
type salafiste. D'ou la nécessité de promouvoir une
solution négociée et progressive, qui permetle déviter
une situation de chaos. » Pour Mgr Brizard, « personne,
en Syrie, ne veut des extrémistes. La plupart espérent
la démocratie. Il faudra encore du temps pour que les
gens modérés, qui constituent U'immense majorité,
parviennent a sorganiser. »
FRANCOIS-XAVIER MAIGRE

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

de fonder son Conseil pour le chan-
gement national (CCN), selon lui
plus représentatif de la société sy-
rienne et de sa diversité confession-
nelle et ethnique.

Des attaques balayées par Mo-
hammed Farouq Tayfour, numéro
deux des Fréres musulmans syriens
et représentant de la confrérie au
CNS. « Nous navons pas plus de 10
a 15 % des siéges au sein du Conseil. »
« Il est vrai que nous sommes dans
Topposition depuis plus longtemps
que les autres partis. C'est pourquoi
on nous attribue un réle plus im-
portant que celui que nous jouons
en réalité », dit-il.

En dépit de ses divisions, cette
opposition de l'extérienr est unie
autour d'un méme objectif ; Bachar
Al Assad doit partir. Ce qui la dis-
tingue fondamentalement de 'op-
position de l'intérieur, dont le Co-
mité national de coordination pour
le changement démocratique
(CNCCD), d'Haytham Al Manna et
Hassan Abdul Hazim, constitue la
principale structure.

Pour promouvoir une solution
négociée avec le régime, et pour
s'opposer & toute intervention étran-
geére, le CNCCD est souvent accusé
par le reste de Fopposition d'étre
un mouvement fantoche et d'en-
tretenir des liens secrets avec le
pouvoir a Damas. « Une accusalion
injuste », estime Hassan Al Aswad,
membre du mouvement. « Haytham
Al Manna sadresse dabord aux
minorités silencieuses, celles quine
sont pas pour le régime mais qui ont
peur de le voir seffondrer, analyse
cet avocat de Deraa (sud). Méme
s'il est vrai que, parfois, Manna
donne l'impression de vouloir
construire sa propre légende, comme
s'il voulait qu'on se souvienne de lui
comme du Mahatma Gandhi sy-
rien. »

ARNAUD HOC

MEGO TERZIAN

Responsable des urgences
chez Médecins sans frontigres

« Notre aide
reste trés minime »

« Médecins sans frontiéres
(MSF) tente depuis le mois
davril 2011 d’intervenir en Syrie.
Sans succés, Nous n‘avons toujours
pas réussi a obtenir les autorisa-
tions nécessaires. Notre aide aux
populations syriennes reste trés
minime : nous appuyons des
centres de santé privés a I'intérieur
du pays. La seule urgamu(lun

qui arrive 1'hui
aacheminer de l'aide, de la nour-
riture ou des médicaments dans
plusieurs villes est le Croissant-
Rouge syrien, épaulé par le Comité
international de la Croix-Rouge
(CICR). De son cOté, MSF soigne
des blessés syriens dans son ho-
pital chirurgical d’Amman, en
Jordanie. Il n'y a pas d’autres
exemples récents de crises ol
notre organisation n'a pu interve-
nir. »

RECUEILLI PAR OLIVIER TALLES
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Libération (France)

Les mails accablants
du couple Al-Assad

SYRIE Des €changes récupéres par des opposants
¢clairent I’autisme du despote et de son entourage.

n peut étre un dicta-
O teur responsable

d’une répression qui a
fait plus de 8 000 morts en
un an et télécharger des
chansons de New Order sur
Internet. C’est I’un des en-
seignements tirés de cour-
riers électroniques publiés
mercredi par le quotidien
anglais The Guardian et attri-
bués au président syrien Ba-
char al-Assad et a sa femme,
Asma. Le journal a récupéré
3000 mails que lui ont trans-
mis des opposants. Les mes-
sages, a I’authenticité non
garantie mais jugé crédible
par le journal, dévoilent le
quotidien d’un despote et de
son entourage immeédiat.
«Sam». En septembre 2011,
six mois apres le début du
soulévement populaire, et
alors que la Syrie est soumise
ades sanctions internationa-
les, sa femme, Asma, se dé-
sespere de ne pas recevoir les
chandeliers, les tables et le
lustre commandés pour plus
de 35000 euros en début
d’année a une société basée
a Dubal. Le 3 février, elle
transmet a I'un ou I’'une de

ses amis des photos de la
derniere collection de chaus-
sures d’une grande marque.
Dans un rare signe qu’elle a
conscience de la révolution
en cours, elle assure son mari
de son soutien: «Si nous
sommes forts ensemble, nous
triompherons de cela ensem-
ble... Jet’aime...»

Quand il ne récupére pas des
vidéos parodiques sur You-
Tube, Al- Assad, surnommé
«Sam» dans les mails, se
moque de Ses propres pro-
messes de réforme, quali-
fiées de «lois de pacotille sur
les partis, les élections, la
presse...» Le Président recoit
également des recomman-
dations émanant de proches
conseillers. Celui chargé de
la communication le presse
d’utiliser, lors d’un discours
programmé en décembre, un
«langage puissant et violent »
et de montrer qu’il apprécie
le soutien des «pays amis».
11 estime également que le
régime devrait «divulguer
davantage d’informations sur
[ses] capacités militaires»
pour décourager les oppo-
sants. Selon le chargé de

communication, ces conseils
se fondent sur des consulta-
tions avec «le conseiller poli-
tique de I’ambassadeur ira-
nien». Cette précision n’est
pas surprenante: les oppo-
sants dénoncent depuis le
début de la révolution le sou-
tien de Téhéran au régime.
Exil. Sur le plan militaire, un
conseiller de la présidence,
Khaled al-Ahmed, incite Ba-
char Al-Assad a «renforcer sa
politique sécuritaire pour res-
taurer le controle [... | de I’Etat
dans les provinces d’Idlib et de
Hama par tous les moyens
possibles». Le méme con-
seiller prévient également
que des journalistes francais
et allemands sont entrés
clandestinement a Homs en
passant par le Liban.
Dans un message adressé a
Asma al-Assad, Mayassa al-
Thani, fille de I’émir du Qa-
tar, propose, elle, un exil au
couple présidentiel : «Je prie
pour que vous convainquiez le
Président de considérer cela
comme une opportunité de
s’en aller sans s’exposer a des
poursuites. »

LUC MATHIEU

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)

E-mailverkeer van Syrisch dictatorenstel Assad wijst op luxeleven tijdens moordpartijen

——p
. o

@ Bashar al-Assad en zijn vrouw Asma. E-mails schetsen een beeld van een familie die mijlen ver weglijkt te s

,\

an

an de opstand waarbij al duizenden burgers omkwamen. - vv

>

Terwijl het bloed vloeit, koopt
Bashar popsongs en Asma design

LODE DELPUTTE

Terwijl buiten de oorlog woedt,
leven de Syrische president
Bashar al-Assad en zijn vrouw
Asma in een luchtbel die hen van
de realiteit afsnijdt. Dat blijKt uit
3.000 gehackte e-mails van het
stel, die via een opposant bij

The Guardianbelandden. De
onthulling valt samen met de
eerste verjaardag van de opstand.

De krant kreeg duizenden e-mails aan die
verstuurd waren van en naar samédals-
hahba.comen akiralshahba.com, de adres-
sen van respectievelijk Bashar al-Assad en
Asma Akhras, zijn vrouw. De redactie ont-
ving de mails van opposanten van het
regime, die zelf konden rekenen op de hulp
van een mol in de inner circle van het kop-
pel. De domeinnaam alshahba.com ver-
wijst naar een in Londen geregi-
streerd bedrijf uit Dubai. Daarlangs

e-mail toont

De stuurde zijn communica-

‘MF:._‘ tieadviseur hem cen lijst

7as met aan te halen onder-
(R ) werpen. De president ont-
ving de informatie op

basis van een reeks “raad

plegingen metenkele per-

sonen,alsook metde poli-

Asma tieke en mediaraadgever

Assad plaatst van :1\' Iraanse ambas-

in februari eon Meubels sade”, zoleest de mail. “Tk
bestelling voor tor waarde van denk dat de toespraak
tafels en kandelaars duizenden euro’s sterk en krachtig moet
£ in Parijs. Waarde: worden verscheept klinken, want de mensen
12.000 euro vanuit Groot-Brittannié. willen een machtig staats-

In een e-mall wordt er hoofd zien dat zijn land verdedigt”

gekiaagd over een 0ok, gaat de adviseur verder, moeten
commode “bevriende staten” horen dater naar hen
geluisterd wordt. In het schrijven krijgt
Assad voorts de aanbeveling “meer
informatie vrij te geven over onze mili-
taire capaciteiten”, kwestie van de opi-
nie aan de slagkracht van het regime te
herinneren,

Op zeker ogenblik toont Bashar al-
Assad zich ook amper onder de indruk
van de hervormingen die hijzelf aange-
kondigd heeft. In juli vorig jaar, in ant-

Eén

verrichtten zowel het Syrische dat Bashar Assad woord aan Asma die net had laten weten
regimealshetechtpaar Assadaan- | Duzonder gretig is datze“om 17 uur” vrij zou zijn, schrijft de
kopen in het buitenland. om het taatste deal president niet zonder ironie dat “dit de

Sommige mails zijn van een van het Harry Potter- ties te omzeilen tegen beste hervormingen zijn waar het land van
luchtigheid die danig vioekt met de mkﬂ“c:‘md\- Syrié, althans als het over kan dromen, We gaan die hervormingen

mensenrechtenschendingen en het
bloedvergieten in Homs en Idlib. Zo
bestelde Asma, van Britse komaf, een desig-
nerlamp van Armani in het Londense
warenhuis Harrod's, kocht ze juwelen en
halssnoeren in Parijs en meubelen in
Damasct Is we samen sterk zijn",
schrijft z n haar man, komen we
hieruit™ - een verwijzing naar de toestand
in het land

0ok Bashar heeft verstrooiing nodig, Via
derden in New York slaagt hij erin de sanc-

het downloaden van i-Tunes
gaat (zie kaderstuk)ofover deaan-
schaf van Amazonproducten. In november
shoeg hij bijvoorbeeld een Harry Potter-film
in, een maand later bestelde hij het game
Real Racing 2. of nog, de biografie van
Apple-oprichter Steve Jobs.

Voor wat de politieke inhoud betreft
bewijzen de mails dat Bashar al-Assad
meemaalsadvies kreeg van Iran, een bond-
genootvan zijn regime. Kortvoor Assad een
redevoering moest houden, eind vorig jaar,

aannemen in plaats van de rommelwetten
over partijen, verkiezingen en pers.”
In andere mails gaat het over de
noodzaak om “het veiligheidsbe-
leid te versterken om de controle
Zag van de staat te ver-
f nog, over Europese
journalisten “die het gebied
zijn binnengekomen nadat ze¢
de Libanese grens waren over-
gestoken™. Door pseudoniemen
als samen ak te gebruiken, wilden

Tegelijk toont ze ook

interesse in andere
=
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de Assads kennelijk ook hun eigen veilig-
heidsdiensten omzeilen

Hoewel The Guardian niet alle corres-
pondentie op haar authenticiteit kon chec-
ken, contacteerde het dagblad meerdere
personen wier adressen in de mails opdui-
ken. “Onze checks doen vermoeden dat de
boodschappen echt zijn, al konden we niet
alle correspondenten verifiéren.”

De berichten bestrijken de periode tus-
sen juni vorig jaar, luttele maanden na het
uitbreken van de opstand, en 7 februari dit
jaar, toen de Assads onraad roken en hun
accountsafsioten. Inlichtingen dieal te pri-
vaat bleken, foto’s bijvoorbeeld van vrien-
denen verwanten die niets met de oorlog te
maken hebben, gaf The Guardianniet vrij
De onthullingen over de Iraanse adviezen
en levensstijl van Assad en zijn vrouw
achtte het blad wel van algemeen belang,
zeker nu het conflict intussen meer dan
8.000 dodelijke slachtofers heeft gemaakt

The Guardian kreeg geen officiéle reac-
tie uit Damascus. Wel reageerde de
Syrische staatsomroep vorige maand al
toen bekendraakte dat hackers in het mail-
verkeer van het regime waren ingebroken
De televisie had het toen over “kinderach-
tige spelletjes”

ITUNES

De muzieksmaak
van Bashar Assad

Te zien aan de iTunes die Bashar
al-Assad de voorbije maanden
aankocht, heeft hij een gevari-
eerde en zeer westerse smaak
Een overzicht

® De song ‘God Gave Me You'
van de Amerikaanse countryster

Dialia Chalban fannmalianks an C
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De Standaard (Belgique / Belgium)

Syrische deserteurs
walgen van hun daden

b |

» .,;/;:

Syrische Koerden viuchten wel naar het ‘onveilige’ Irak, omdat ze weten dat ze bij de Iraakse Koerden onderdak zullen vinden. © vaya Amed

Tientallen jonge Syrisch-Koerdische
dienstplichtigen zijn de afgelopen

weken naar Traaks

Koerdistan ge-

vlucht. Gedeserteerd, of de oproep
negerend om zich voor de dienst-
plicht te melden. Ze hebben verhalen

over bruut geweld,

VAN ONZE CORRESPONDENTE

IN IRAK

JUDIT NEURINK

ERBIL/DUHOK | Het Syrische
leger zou leeglopen als meer sol-
daten de kans zouden hebben om
contact te maken met het Vrije Sy-
rische leger, zeggen deserteurs die
naar Iraaks Koerdistan zijn ge-
vlucht. Probleem was dat ze niet
wisten hoe dat contact te maken.
‘Officieren vergaderden er zelfs
over in het geheim’, zegt Wisam
(24). ‘Maar ze zagen dat de Kans
op slagen te Klein was, dat ze die
strijd niet konden winnen.
Wisam vluchtte onlangs uit Homs
naar de Koerdische hoofdstad Er-
bil, waar hij met veertien lotgeno-
ten een huis huurt. Toen het Syri-
sche verzet soldaten begon te ver-
moorden, nam het animo om zich
bij hen aan te sluiten af, vertelt
hij. ‘En niemand wil Rifaat Assad
(Bashars oom die het Vrije Syri-
sche Leger aanvoert, red.) vanwe-
ge de moorden in Hama in 1982.
Ze willen geen Assad meer)
‘Alleen de angst dat ze er niet in
slagen over te lopen en dan opge-

angst en rebellie.

pakt zullen worden en gedood,
weerhoudt soldaten ervan’, zeg-
gen ook vier jonge Syrische Koer-
den die genieten van de eerstelen-
tezon in een tuin in ‘Klein Kamisj-
1i’ Zij besloten de dienstplicht te
ontduiken en naar de Koerdische
regio van Irak te vluchten. Nabij
Duhok worden ze opgevangen
door Syrische Koerden die daar,
na hun viucht uit Syrié acht jaar
geleden, hun eigen dorp hebben
Kunnen bouwen.

Liefdadigheid

Matas (23) kwam een week gele-
den aan. Na zijn universitaire stu-
die moest hij zich melden voor de
dienstplicht, die vanwege de
strijd onbepaalde tijd duurt. ‘In
het leger is de keuze doden, of ge-
dood worden. Je wordt nu zelfs
zonder training naar Homs en Ha-
ma gestuurd, Je niet aanmelden
betekende vertrekken. ‘Jongeren
van mijn leeftijd horen soldaat te
zijn. Op straat word je gevraagd
waarom je dat niet bent. Dan ein-
dig je in de cel, of nog erger.’

Matas is een van de circa honderd

jonge Syrische mannen die in het
dorp onderdak hebben gevonden.
‘Er zijn er momenteel nog vijftig
onderweg) vertelt Abu Jihad, die
zelf uit Syrié viuchtte na de onlus-
ten in Kamisjli van 2004.

In totaal zouden de afgelopen we-
Ken tussen de honderd en vijfhon-
derd Syriérs naar Irak zijn ge-
vlucht. Dat aantal is veel Kleiner
dan naar andere buurlanden, en
beperkt zich vooralsnog vooral tot
Syrische Koerden. Voor Syrische
vluchtelingen is Irak niet de eer-
ste Keuze, omdat het niet wordt
gezien als een veilig toeviuchts-
oord vanwege de vele aanslagen
die er gepleegd worden.

Syrische Koerden vluchten er
daarentegen wel naartoe, omdat
ze weten dat ze bij de Koerden in
Irak onderdak zullen vinden.
Eind februari kregen de eerste
dertig soldaten een viuchtelin-
genstatus omdat ze ‘Koerdisch
zijn en onze bescherming nodig
hebben’, aldus de bekendmaking
in Erbil.

‘Ik wilde niet
meer tegen mijn
eigen mensen
vechten’

De deserteurs moeten het vooral
hebben van liefdadigheid; de
Koerdische overheid gedoogt ze,
maar biedt geen financiéle hulp,
Klaagt Wisam. Hij leeft in Erbil
van wat zijn ouders hem sturen.

Zijn ouders zonden hem weg om-
dat ze voor zijn leven vreesden.
Hij was tot voor Kort dienstplich-
tig luitenant op een tank in Homs,
waar in de wijk Baba Amr een
bloedige strijd is gestreden tussen
leger en verzet. ‘Wij vormden de
controleposten als de speciale
troepen de huizen daar doorzoch-
ten! Hij walgt van de manier
waarop allawitische officieren
soennitische burgers mishandel-
den en doodden. ‘1K wilde niet
meer tegen mijn eigen mensen
vechten!

Kinderen met wapens

In Homs vielen duizenden doden.
Wie na de avondKklok van vijf uur
buiten was, werd doodgeschoten,
vertelt hij. Als het leger erachter
kwam dat je foto's had verstuurd
via je mobiel, werd je huis gebom-
bardeerd. Gewonden en zwange-
ren mochten niet naar het zieken-
huis. Bij huiszoekingen werden
mensen beroofd. ‘Het leger
dwingt de mensen indirect lid te
worden van een militie om zich te
verdedigen’, zegt hij, ‘zelfs Kinde-
ren lopen met wapens.'

Toen de waarnemers van de Ara-
bische Liga naar Homs kwamen,
moesten de tanks naar de kazer-
ne, vertelt hij. ‘Wij moesten uit
het uniform. Zo gauw ze weg wa-
ren, waren de tanks weer op
straat”

Wisam en Matas hopen dat de
strijd in Syrié snel beslecht is, al
lijkt die kans na de val van Homs
Kleiner dan ooit. ‘Als Assad weg is,
ben ik de volgende dag terug’, zeg-
gen ze allebei vastberaden. En in
de tussentijd? ‘Een verblijfsver-
gunning, werk en afwachten.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Vendredi 16 mars 2012, #61, p. 10 / Friday, March 16, #61 p. 10

Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Bizarres vom Assad-Clan

SYRIEN | Tausende von geleakten privaten Mails des syrischen Prasidentenpaares
offenbaren die Absurditit eines Diktatorendaseins und den grofien Einfluss Irans

BERLIN taz | Zum Jahrestag des
Aufstandes gegen den Assad-
Clanin Syrien sind Kopien von E-
Mails aufgetaucht, die das eben-
so abgehobene wie bizarre Leben
des Diktatorenehepaars an der
Spitze des syrischen Staates
blof3stellen. Nach eigenen Anga-
ben hat die britische Zeitung
Guardian mehr als 3.000
private E-Mails aus dem
Umkreis der Assad-Fa-

milie erhalten, die so-

wohl banale als auch
hochpolitische Vorgén-

ge beleuchten sollen. Die-

se E-Mails wurden laut Guardi-
an allerdings nicht von Hackern
geknackt, sondern von einem
Verriter” im inneren Zirkel der
Macht an die Offentlichkeit wei-
tergeleitet. Im Kern besagen die
Schriftstiicke, dass Prasident Ba-
schar al-Assad sich vom verbiin-

deten Iran Rat einholte, wie der
Aufstand am besten zu bekamp-
fen sei. Zum anderen geht aus
dem digitalen Schriftverkehr
hervor, dass sich Assads Ehefrau
Asma einen ausschweifenden Le-
bensstil leistete, wiahrend die
Menschen in Syrien dem Hunger
und allzu oftauch dem Tod preis-
gegeben waren.

Am Vortag einer geplanten 6f-
fentlichen Rede im Dezember
sollen iranische Quellen dem sy-
rischen Prasidenten geraten ha-
ben, eine , kraftvolle und gewalt-
tdtige Sprache” zu benutzen, um
seine personliche Entschlossen-
heit unter Beweis zu stellen.
Auch sollte Assad die ,militéri-
schen Fihigkeiten des eigenen
Regimes“ nach aufien lancieren,
um den Eindruck zu bestarken,
dass er in der Lage sei, den Auf-
stand auch militdrisch zu be-

zwingen. Laut den E-Mails soll
auch der Berater der iranischen
Botschaft Assad aufgefordert ha-
ben, die ,Sicherheit zu verschar-
fen“ und die staatliche Kontrolle
uber bestimmte Regionen wie-
derzuerlangen. Demnach war
Assad auch von Beginn an tber
die Anwesenheit auslandischer
Journalisten in Homs und insbe-
sondere im Stadtteil Baba Amr
informiert. Im Februar waren
zwei Journalisten aus den USA
und aus Frankreich bei Angriffen
der syrischen Armee ums Leben
gekommen. Dieser Stadtteil wur-

,Die Gelegenheit fiir
einen Wandel

wurde verpasst”
MAJASSA AL-THANI

de im Mdrz von den Truppen As-
sads nach wochenlanger Belage-
rung eingenommen.

Namentlich erwdhnt der
Guardian ferner den libanesi-
schen Geschiftsmann Hussein
Mortada, der Assad im Auftrag
des Irans den Rat gegeben haben
soll, einen doppelten Autobom-
benanschlag in Damaskus nicht
langer al-Qaida zuzuschreiben,
weil dies ,ein katastrophaler tak-
tischer propagandistischer Feh-
ler“sei. Diese Weisung sei sowohl
von Iran wieauch von der Hisbol-
lah gekommen.

Assads Frau Asma soll sich
laut den Mails Dutzende Desig-
nerwaren iiber das Internet be-
stellt haben. Dazu zdhlten Ker-
zenhalter, Tische, Kronleuchter
und andere Luxuswaren. Selbst
im britischen Edelkaufhaus Har-
rods soll die First Lady aus Da-
maskus problemlos eingekauft
haben, wie aus einer Shopping-
List hervorgeht. Geldsorgen hat-
te die Sippschaft dabei nicht.
10.000 britische Pfund fiir Kron-
leuchter, eine Blumenvase fiir
2.650 Pfund und 3.800 Pfund fiir
diamantbesetzte Damenschuhe
gingen tiber den Counter. Neben
den Shopping-Eskapaden soll
Asma al-Assad auch eine interes-
sante Korrespondenz mit der
Tochter des Emirs von Katar auf-
rechterhalten haben. Demnach
soll die Tochter namens Majassa
al-Thani dem Ehepaar Assad na-
hegelegthaben,dochdasLand zu
verlassen und die Macht in Syri-
en aufzugeben.  Angeblich
schrieb sie am 11. Dezember 2011:
,Die Gelegenheit fiir einen wirk-
lichen Wandel und fiir eine neue
Entwicklung wurde vor langer
Zeit verpasst. Nichtsdestotrotz,
wenn sich ein Fenster schliefit,
gehteinanderes auf. Ich hoffe, es
ist noch nicht zu spit fiir neue
Uberlegungen und das Aufgeben
des Status der Negation.“ Leider
wurde dieser Ratschlag bislang
von den Assads ignoriert.

Wahrend seine Frau auf Shop-
pingtour war, suchte der prasidi-
ale Ehemann nach einem Lied
fir seine Angetraute. Auf iTunes
soll er ein Lied des US-Country-
Sangers Blake Shelton gekauft
haben. Und zwar genau einen
Tag nach einem der fiirchter-
lichsten Bombardements der
Stadt Homs, bei dem Hunderte
Zivilisten ihr Leben verloren. In
dem Song heifit es: ,Ich bin ein
wandelnder Herzschmerz / Ich
habe es ganz schon verbockt /
Der Mensch, der ich jetzt bin / Ist
nicht der, der ich sein willL.“ ¢B
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Erster Jahrestag der Proteste:
Kampfe und Demonstrationen

SYRIEN Il Das Regime erhoht den Druck auf die
Gegner. 1.000 fliehen in die Tiirkei. Dutzende Tote

BEIRUT dapd/rtr/dpa/taz | An-
lasslich des ersten Jahrestags des
Beginns der Proteste gegen den
syrischen Prisidenten Baschar
al-Assad sind am Donnerstag
Tausende Regimeanhinger in
Damaskus auf die Strafle gegan-
gen. Gleichzeitig verstarkten die
Regierungssoldaten ihre Prasenz
in den Oppositionshochburgen,
wo Groffkundgebungen gegen
Assad geplant waren.

Oppositionelle warfen dem
Regime vor, Menschen zur Teil-
nahme an Pro-Regierungs-De-
monstrationen zu zwingen. Bei
der Kundgebung in Damaskus
am Donnerstag protestierten die
Assad-Anhanger gegen die nach
ihrer Ansicht seit einem Jahr an-
dauernde Verschworung gegen
ihr Land. Sie werfen auslandi-
schen Kriften und Terroristen
vor, hinter den Unruhen zu ste-
cken. Die Syrer gingen erstmals
Mitte Marz des vergangenen Jah-
res auf die Strafle, um politische
Reformen einzufordern.

Immer mehr Menschen flie-
hen angesichts der Lage in die
Nachbarlidnder. Innerhalb von
nur 24 Stunden seien mehr als
1.000 Syrer in die Tiirkei geflo-
hen, sagte der tiirkische Auen-
ministeriumssprecher  Selcuk
Unal am Donnerstag. Damit sei-
en nun mindestens 15.000 syri-
sche Fliichtlinge im Land. Den
Vereinten Nationen zufolge sind
seit Beginn der Proteste mehr als
8.000 Menschen ums Leben ge-
kommen.

Am Donnerstagmorgen wur-
den aus drei Stadtteilen der
Hauptstadt Damaskus Gefechte
zwischen den Regierungstrup-
pen und oppositionellen Kaimp-
fern gemeldet. Der Nachrichten-
sender al-Dschasira veroffent-
lichte ein Video, in dem bewaff-
nete Gegner des Regimes aus der
Ortschaft Duma die Freilassung
aller Gefangenen aus Duma for-
dern. Die Bewaffneten drohten,
einen angeblich von ihnen ge-
fangen genommenen General
der Armee zu toten, falls diese
Forderung nicht binnen 72 Stun-
den erfiillt werden sollte.

Nahe der syrischen Stadt Idlib
sind am Donnerstag nach Anga-
ben von Aktivisten mehr als 20
Leichen mit Spuren schwerer
Folter entdeckt worden. Wie die
im Exil ansassige Syrische Beob-
achtungsstelle fiir Menschen-
rechte mitteilte, waren den ins-
gesamt 23 getdteten Menschen
die Augen verbunden und die
Hiande gefesselt worden. Sie star-
ben durch Kopfschiisse.

EinJahr nach Beginn der Mas-
senproteste in Syrien haben 200
Nichtregierungsorganisationen
aus 27 Landern eindringlich ein
Ende der Gewalt im Land gefor-
dert. Der UN-Sicherheitsrat wer-
de aufgefordert, schnellstens ei-
ne Resolution zu verabschieden,
die ein Ende des Blutvergieflens
verlange, heififtesinderam
Donnerstag  verdffent-
lichten Erklirung. Die
internationalen Organi-
sationen forderten in ih-
rer Erklarung ein soforti-
ges Ende der Bombardie-
rung ziviler Stadtteile, willkir-
licher Festnahmen und der Fol-
ter. Humanitare Helfer, Journa-
listen, internationale Beobachter
und Vertreter von Menschen-
rechtsgruppen miissten unge-
hinderten Zugang zu den Kon-
fliktgebieten erhalten. GB

Trauerfeier in der Stadt Idlib fiir einel
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nleit ist wichtig«

Positive Resonanz aus Damaskus auf Vorschlidge Kofi Annans. Yon Karin Leukefeld

n vielen syrischen Stidten versam-
melten sich am Donnerstag Hun-
derttausende Menschen, um fiir die
nationale Einheit und gegen auslindi-
sche Einmischung zu demonstrierten.
Auf Transparenten und bei Reden unter-
stiitzten sie auch das Reformprogramm
von Prisident Baschar Al-Assad, der fiir
Mai Parlamentswahlen angekiindigt hat.
Gleichzeitig berichteten die Menschen-
rechtsorganisation Human Rights Watch
und die syrische Auslandsopposition un-
ter Verweis auf »Aktivisten« iiber neue
militirische Offensiven des syrischen
Militirs vor allem in der Region Id-
lib mit vielen Opfern. Nach Angaben
internationaler Hilfsorganisationen und
Nachrichtensender wiirden »Stréme von
Fliichtlingen« in die Tiirkei kommen.
Der Sonderbeauftragte von UN-Ge-
neralsekretir Ban Ki Moon und der
Arabischen Liga, Kofi Annan, erhielt
derweil aus Damaskus eine erste Reak-
tion auf die Vorschlige, die er am ver-
gangenen Wochenende dem syrischen
Prisidenten zur friedlichen Beilegung
der blutigen Unruhen in Syrien vorge-
legt hatte. »Angesichts der schwierigen
und tragischen Situation« miisse man
verstehen, daR zur Losung der Konflik-
te »Zeit wichtig« sei, teilte ein Sprecher
Annans in einer ersten Reaktion mit.
Es gebe noch »Fragen, auf die er sich
Antworten« erhofte, sagte der Sprecher
weiter, ohne auf Einzelheiten einzuge-
hen. Nach zwei Gesprichsrunden mit
dem syrischen Prisidenten Baschar
Al-Assad hatte Annan am vergangenen
Sonntag erklirt, er habe die syrische
Fiihrung »zu Reformen« ermuntert.
Auch iiber die Moglichkeit eines Waf-
fenstillstandes und dem Beginn eines
politischen Dialogs sei gesprochen
worden. Zudem vermittelte Annan die
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Anhanger von Prasident Assad bei einer Demonstration am Donnerstag in Damaskus

Forderung, »humanitire Organisatio-
nen« uneingeschrinkt in Syrien arbei-
ten zu lassen.

Bei einem Treffen mit dem Vorsit-
zenden des Syrischen Nationalrates
(SNR) Burhan Ghalioun am Dienstag
in Ankara hatte Kofi Annan erneut al-
le Seiten aufgefordert, die Gewalt um-
gehend einzustellen. Wie RuRland hat
auch China seine Vermittlungsbemii-
hungen intensiviert. Der chinesische
Sonderbeauftragte Zhang Ming traf am
Dienstag zu Gesprichen mit der Arabi-
schen Liga in Kairo ein.

Der Sprecher des syrischen AuRen-

ministeriums, Jihad Makdessi, war am
Mittwoch vor Journalisten in Damas-
kus ausfiihrlich auf die Vermittlermis-
sion Kofi Annans eingegangen. Syrien
begriife »jede Initiative, die hilft, eine
politische Losung zu finden«, sagte
Makdessi. Aufrufe, die Aufstindischen
zu bewattnen, behinderten den Auftrag
Annans. Der Erfolg seiner Mission, der
von der syrischen Regierung unbedingt
gewiinscht sei, hinge auch davon ab,
welche Befugnisse Annan habe und
wie weit »andere mit ihm kooperie-
ren«. Die Vorschlige Annans seien
nicht offiziell gewesen, so Makdessi,

dem habe die syrische Antwort entspro-
chen. Eine politische Losung sei nur
durch die Wahlurne moglich. Weder Sa-
botage, auslindische Intervention noch
bewaffneter Kampt seien akzeptabel.
Syrien sei entschlossen, humanitire
Hilfe zu leisten und habe mit der UN-
Beauftragten Valerie Amos vereinbart,
diese Hilfe in Zusammenarbeit mit der
Regierung in Damaskus, dem Interna-
tionalen Komitee vom Roten Kreuz
und dem Syrischen Arabischen Roten
Halbmond zu organisieren. Dabei miis-
se die Souverinitit des Landes sicher-
gestellt sein.
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Syrien. Der ,,Guardian*
legte den E-Mail-Verkehr
des Dikatorenpaars offen.
Sie erhielten Ratschldage
aus dem Iran und ein Exil-
angebot aus Katar.

Von unserer Korrespondentin
JULIA KASTEIN

[LONDON] Ein isolierter Diktator, der seine ei-
genen Zugestindnisse an die Opposition als
«Miill" bezeichnet, von Freunden zum Gang
ins Exil aufgefordert wird - und sich im Obri-
gen weniger fur die Zustinde in seinem Land
als fiir die Beschaffung von Luxusgiitern
interessiert: Dieses  Bild des  syrischen

Prisidenten Bashar al-Assad und seiner Frau
Asma leitet sich aus rund 3000 pri
E

aten
-Mails des Ehepaares ab, die dem britischen
JGuardian”  angeblich  von  syrischen
Oppositionellen zugespielt wurden.

Die Botschaften, die zwischen Juni 2011
und Anfang Februar 2012 geschrieben und
empfangen wurden, sollen von zwei E-Mail-
Adressen stammen, die sich das syrische
Herrscherpaar bei der Dubaier Firma ,al-
Shahba” einrichten liel. Laut ,Guardian”
nutzten die Assads das Unternehmen, das
auch ein Biiro in London unterhilt, um trotz
Sanktionen Regierungsgeschiifte und Ein-
kiufe im westlichen Ausland abzuwickeln.

So belegen die E- , falls sie authen-
tisch sind, dass der Iran {iber einen libanesi-
schen Mittelsmann, Hosein Mortada, Ba-
shar al-Assad mehrfach {iber den Umgang
mit dem Aufstand beraten - und auch mit
Kritik nicht gespart hat: etwa, als das Regime
einen Bombenanschlag kurz vor Weihnach-

Shoppen bis zum Umsturz

e

—_—

Die Assads (im Bild bei einem Besuch in Paris 2010) haben Sinn fir die Freuden des Lebens. w

ten in Damaskus al-Qaida in die Schuhe
schob. Das sei ,ein gravierender taktischer
Fehler”, so Mortada am 24. Dezember an
Assad. Nach Riicksprache mit Vertretern der
Hisbollah und der iranischen Regierung sei
man der Meinung, es wiire besser, die USA
und die Opposition zu beschuldigen. ,Das
ist in deinem Interesse”, heifit es am Ende.
+Also mach bitte Gebrauch davon, Syrien.”

Luxus. Was sich die Assads per Internet bestellten.

Ein weiteres Mail vom 31. Dezember 2
von Assads Medienberaterin Hadeel s
zeigt, dass das Regime offenbar routinemifig
iranische Regierungsmitglieder um Rat gebe-
ten hat. So beim Formulieren von Assads ers-
ter offentlicher Rede als Reaktion auf die Un-
ruhen am 10. Januar, in der er auslindische
Krifte fiir die Aufstinde verantwortlich mach-
te und Durchgreifen mit ,eiserner Faust” an-

Assads

kiindigte. Asma al-Assads E-Mails aus dieser
Zeit drehen sich weitgehend ums Shoppen -
mit einer bezeichnenden Ausnahme: Eine
Freundin, die Tochter des Emir von Katar,
driingte das Paar im Januar, ,bevor es zu spit
ist”, das Land zu verdassen und beispielsweise
in Doha ins Exil zu gehen.

Laut ,Guardian” konnten die oppositio-
nellen Hacker vom ,Supreme Council of the
Revolution” (,Obersten Revolutionsrat”), de-
nen die Zugangsdaten bereits im Miirz 2011
von einem niedrigrangigen Regierungsmitar-
beiter zugespielt worden sein sollen, den
E-Mail-Verkehr der Assads {iber Monate qua-
si in Echtzeit verfolgen. Die daraus gewonne-
nen Informationen hiitten sie beispielsweise
genutzt, um ihre Verbiindeten im Land vor
drohenden Aktionen des Regimes zu war-
nen. Im Februar wurden die Zugangsdaten
fiir die beiden E-Mail-Adressen dann auch
von der Hackergruppe ,Anonymous” ge-
knackt. Der E-Mail-Verkehr erlosch prompt.

.»Das syrische Volk ist ihnen egal*

Syrische Oppositionelle reagierten empért
auf den Inhalt der Mails: ,Es ist nicht der
Umstand, dass das Regime engen Kontakt
mit dem Iran hat - das hat es seit 30 Jahren,
das ist nichts Neues. Und es ist auch nicht
neu, dass sie shoppen gehen”, so Rime Allaf,
syrischstimmige Expertin beim renommier-
ten Londoner Thinktank ,Chatham House”
zur ,Presse”.

#Aber dass sie nichts Besseres zu tun ha-
ben, als dartiber nachzudenken, wo sie ihr
Schokoladen-Fondue-Set herkriegen, wiih-
rend sie gleichzeitig den Kindern im Land
die Milch verwehren und die Leute verblu-
ten, weil das Regime keine medizinische
Versorgung zulisst - das beweist, was wir
die ganze Zeit vermutet haben: Das syrische
Volk ist ihnen ganz egal.”

> LETARTMEL SEITE 2
=> WIE DER _GUARDIAN" AN DIE STORY KAM, SEITE 2

E-mail fiir den Diktator:
Banal, zynisch, todernst
Leitartikel von Thomas Seifert Selte 2
[LONDON/JK] Die gréfiten Sorgen des
Ausschuss im Ehepaars Assad, wihrend Syriens
schwarzen Nebel Volk den Aufstand probte? Wie
von Ramer Nowak Selte3  Lommt man trotz Sankt an
i-Tunes, Schmuck, Desi ]
w:““s:yh';mss und andere Luxusartik
von Dietmar Neuwirth seiterz  denfalls  suggerieren die 3000
E-Mails von und an Bashar und As-
Warum leben j0dische Kids genau ma al-Assad, die der ,Guardian”
dort, wo Raketen einschlagen? verdffentlicht hat.
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So schickte Bashar sad am
5. Februar 2012, einen Tag nach
den ersten Bombenangriffen auf
die Stadt Homs, seiner Frau ein
il samt iTunes-Datei: Darin das
¥ Me You" des
ingers Blake Shelton.
Die erste Textzeile lautet iibersetzt:
Jch bin der wandelnde Kummer,
ich habe alles falsch gemacht. Der,
der ich bin, will ich nicht sein.”

Der Diktator hatte sich einen
falschen Namen und eine Adresse
in New York zugelegt, um sich mit
seinen Lieblingssongs versorgen
zu kénnen - darunter ,Don't
Talk Just Kiss" der
britischen  Pop-
band ,Right Said
Fred”. Eine
Freundin bat er,

ihm doch den neuesten ,Harry Pot-
ter”-Streifen auf DVD zu besorgen.

Seine Frau war offenbar primir
am Shoppen interessiert: Ein Lon-
doner Vertrauter sollte fiir sie eine
Vase fiir 2600 Pfund bei Harrods
kaufen, eine Pariser Freundin Pre-
ziosen. Auch Links zu ihren Lieb-
i - darunter
einer, der sich tiber die arabischen
Beobachter im Land lustig machte
- sandte sich das Paar. Und eine
Durchhalteparole: ,Wenn wir ge-
meinsam stark sind, stehen wir das
durch. Ich liebe dich", so Asma
Ende Dezember an Bashar.

Vor ein paar Wochen schickte
sie einer Freundin eine ,Wunsch-
liste”  mit diamantenbesetzien
Schuhen fiir {iber 3000 Pfund. ,Ge-

fillt dir was davon?
Die Freundin,
mit  mehr
ausge-

glaube nicht, dass die in
nichster Zeit besonders
niitzlich sein werden.”

Schuhe von Christian Lou-
boutin fiir Asma Assad. |iwos

REISEBORO
partner of 0820-737 800 %‘ o
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Medien. Der britische ,Guardian“ bekam die E-Mails angeblich
von der syrischen Opposition zugespielt. Das Blatt lasst die Leser

an der Entstehung seiner Artikel teilhaben.

VON ANNA-MARIA WALLNER

Offen fur alles: Wie der
HSouardian® zur Story kam

er ,Guardian“ hat sich vorbereitet. so
D viel steht fest. Das Dossier {iber die

3000 E-Mails des syrischen Diktators
Bashar al-Assad liefert auch Antworten auf
kritische Fragen von Skeptikern, mit denen
das Blatt rechnen musste. In dem Erklirstiick
,How the Assad e-mails came to light” schil-
dert die Redaktion, wie syrische Aktivisten
vor etwa einem Jahr an die Zugangscodes
zweier E-Mail-Konten gekommen waren, die
offenbar dem syrischen First Couple gehor-
ten. Neun Monate lang tiberwachten und ko-
pierten die Aktivisten mit Hilfe von Hackern
die E-Mails, bis das Regime Anfang Februar
von der Abhoraktion Wind bekam und die
E-Mail-Konten stilllegte.

Der ,,Guardian” erhielt die E-Mails von
syrischen Oppositionellen zugespielt und
machte sich danach selbst an die Arbeit, die
Echtheit und Richtigkeit der E-Mails zu
tiberpriifen. Wie das funktioniert hat, beant-
wortet die Redaktion in einer ebenfalls zum
Dossier gehorenden Fragen- und Antwor-
tenliste (,How do we know the Assad
e-mails are genuine?”). So bestitigten zehn
Personen, die als Adressaten der Mails auf-
scheinen, Zeitpunkt und Inhalt der gesicher-
ten Mails. Dennoch kann auch der ,Guar-
dian” nicht ausschliefien, dass sich unter
den 3000 Mails eine Filschung befindet, wie
er selbst einrdumt. Alles in allem ist die Auf-
bereitung des Assad-Dossiers ein Muster-
beispiel dafiir, was der ,Guardian“ unter
modernem Nachrichtenmachen versteht.
Uber allem steht das Motto: Gib dem Leser
jede Information, die du gesichert hast. Er
soll sich selbst ein Bild machen.

Besuch vom ,,Guardian® in Wien

Wihrend die britische Zeitung Mittwoch-
nacht die Assad-E-Mail-Bombe platzen lief,
war einer der kreativsten Kipfe des ,Guar-
dian Digital“-Teams zu Gast in Wien, um zu
erklidren, was sein Blatt unter ,Open Jour-
nalism” versteht. Chris Moran versucht als
Digitalexperte beim ,Guardian“ laut Eigen-
definiton, , unsere Redakteure zu animieren,
digital zu denken”. Er achtet darauf, dass die
Artikel aus der ,Guardian“-Werkstatt auf al-
len Onlinekanidlen optimal wahrgenommen
werden.

Obwohl das 1821 gegriindete Blatt seit
Jahren gegen schwindende Printauflagen
und massive Finanzprobleme (mit Verlusten
bis zu 50 Mio. Euro pro Jahr) kidmpft, ver-

sucht es, online bei Innovationen ganz vor-
ne dabei zu sein. Mittlerweile sieht sich der
,Guardian” nicht mehr als Zeitungshaus,
sondern als ,Digital-First-Unternehmen”,
sagt Moran im Gespréich mit der , Presse”.

Der glaserne Newsroom

Oberste Grundregel der ,Guardian“-Redak-
tion ist seit geraumer Zeit: Schaffe Transpa-
renz. Die jiingste Errungenschaft im gléser-
nen Newsroom des ,Guardian” ist die ,Open
Newslist“: Seit Oktober 2011 stellt die Redak-
tion ihre Themenliste online und lddt Leser
ein, sich an der Entstehung der einzelnen Ar-
tikel zu beteiligen. ,Das Interesse an der The-
menliste ist noch nicht so grof}, wie wir dach-
ten”, sagt Moran. Weshalb seit einiger Zeit
ein eigener Begleitblog einzelne Themen aus
der Newslist herausgreift und genauer er-
kldrt, was die Zugriffe gesteigert habe.

Noch eine Grundregel verrit Moran:
,Die Geschichte sollte nie mit dem Artikel
enden. Der Artikel kann oft erst der Anfang
sein.” Diese Regel befolgt die Redaktion auch
bei der Assad-Story. Am Donnerstag lief auf
der ,Guardian“-Webseite ein Live-Ticker, der
mit Reaktionen auf das Assad-Dossier und
aktuellen Nachrichten aus Syrien aktualisiert
wurde. Aus der Newslist ging hervor, welcher
Reporter an der Geschichte ,Assad reac-
tions“ arbeitet, sein Name wird direkt mit
seinem Twitter-Account verlinkt. Dieser ein-
fache Zugang zum einzelnen Reporter soll
dem Leser eine offene Tiir suggerieren. Da-
bei sei die Idee der offenen Tiir beim ,Guar-
dian“ langst nicht neu, erkldrt Chris Moran.
Die Zeitung habe schon seit 30 Jahren einen
unabhingigen Ombudsmann. Die Kolumne
hiefS von Anfang an: ,,Open Door*.

Chris Moran arbeitet
seit 1999 fur die
Onlineausgabe des
»Guardian®, heute ist
er SEO Editorial
Executive (Search
Engine Optimization).
Er war Mittwoch und
Donnerstag auf
Einladung des Forums
Journalismus und
Medien in Wien.

[C.Fakey ]
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Bachar el-Assad dévoilé
par ses e-mails privés

«The Guardian» a eu
acces a des milliers
d’échanges avec des
proches et son
réseau personnel
d’informateurs

Andrés Allemand

Asma serait-elle accro aux spécia-
lités culinaires suisses? Selon le
quotidien The Guardian, la femme
de Bachar el-Assad aurait com-
mandé récemment un set de fon-
due sur Amazon! Ce détail trés hel-
vétique figure apparemment dans
I'undes trois mille courriels privés
du couple présidentiel, auxquels
le célébre journal britannique dit
avoir euacces par I'intermédiaire
d’ungroupe d’opposants syriens.
Des documents révélateurs du
systeme Assad: influence de Téhé-
ran, réseaux d'informateurs paral-
leles, surveillance des journalistes
étrangers a Homs, cruelle indifté-
rence a I'égard de la souffrance
des Syriens...

Tout a commencé il y a un an
exactement, au début de la con-
testation. Un jeune fonctionnaire
syrien griffonne nerveusement
quatre codes sur un bout de pa-
pier. Ce sont les noms d'utilisa-
teurs et mots de passe de deux
courriels: sam@alshahba.com et
ak@alshahba.com. Imaginez la
surprise des opposants en décou-
vrant les adresses confidentielles
de Bachar el-Assad et de sa femme
Asma! De juin a février, 'on a pu
suivre cette correspondance sur-
réaliste, alors que s’abattait sur le
pays une répression féroce, qui
aurait fait a ce jour plus de
9000 morts selon I'Observatoire
syrien pour les droits de 'homme.

Sur son e-mail confidentiel, Ba-
char el-Assad est par exemple pré-
venu de I'entrée illégale de jour-
nalistes étrangers par la frontiére
libanaise. Ceux-la méme dont il
affirma ignorer la présence a
Homs. Comme son pére Hafez el-
Assad, il semble avoir développé
un réseau personnel d'informa-
teurs qui travaillent a I'écart de la
police, de I'armée, des services
secrets, du parti et méme du clan
Assad. Histoire que tout le monde
se sente toujours surveillé,

Telales

B .

e

On découvre aussi, raconte
The Guardian, la banalité de I'in-
fluence iranienne. Avant de rédi-
ger un discours, tel collaborateur
propose une liste de thémes en
précisant qu’il a consulté le
conseiller politique de I'ambassa-
deur d’Iran a Damas. De son coté,

I’homme d’affaires libanais Hus-
sein Mortada, proche du régime
des mollahs, prévientle président
yrien que Téhéran juge maladroit
d'imputer a Al-Qaida les attaques
contre les forces loyalistes au lieu
d'accuser les rebelles d'étre a la
botte des puissances occidentales.

Demonstration de force

® Unanapres le début du
soulévement contre le pouvoir, le
régime de Bachar el-Assad a fait
défiler hier des milliers de
personnes brandissant des
portraits du président et des
drapeaux syriens dans les grandes
villes du pays. La télévision d'Etat
a ainsi diffusé des images d’une
foule immense rassemblée dans
le centre de Damas. Le méme
genre de démonstration de force
a été signalé a Alep, deuxiéme
ville du pays, ainsi qu'a Souweida
dans le sud, a Lattaquié sur les
rives de la Méditerranée et dans la
ville kurde d’Hassaka. De
nombreux drapeaux russes

étaient également visibles durant
ces manifestations. En effet, c’est
Moscou - et Pékin - qui bloquent a
I'ONU toute initiative visant a
exercer des pressions conjointes
sur Bachar el-Assad.

Les forces loyalistes repren-
nent le controle de la ville d'Idlib,
aprés avoir bombardé ce bastion
de I'Armée syrienne libre (ASL),
proche de la frontiére turque.
Selon I'Observatoire syrien pour
les droits de I'homme, 23 corps
ont été abandonnés dans une
fosse commune. Menottés, yeux
bandés, certains portaient des
traces de torture. Tous auraient
6té tués par balle. ATS

Dans les courriels de Bachar, on voit la main de Téhéran guidant le président syrien. A TAHERKENAREH/EPA

Bachar el-Assad trahit aussi
son double jeu en évoquant ces
«foutaises de lois sur les partis, les
élections et les médias». Celles-la
meme qu'il a soumises a référen-
dum. Par ailleurs, ses échanges
avec deux conseilléres en commu-
nication formées aux Etats-Unis
montrent sa volonté de «manipu-
ler» I'opinion occidentale.

Dans les courriels de Madame,
on apprend que son «amie»
Mayassa al-Thani, fille de I'émir
du Qatar, I'a exhortée a accepter
la défaite, fuir Damas et trouver
réfugie a Doha. Mais leur amitié a
pris fin quand I'émir al-Thani a
proposé, au début de I'année,
d’armer la rébellion syrienne.

Surtout, les e-mails d’Asma el-
Assad révélent qu'elle a dépensé
sans compter durant 'année 2011,
malgré les privations endurées
par son peuple.

Lire aussi en page 12
Notre dossier

sur la crise en Syrie sur
www.syrietdg.ch
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Les reseaux pro-Assad

Le président syrien a des soutiens a Genéve et Paris. A I'extréme droite, mais pas seulement

Olivier Bot
a Syrie de Bachar el-Assad
n'a pas que des ennemis
dans les pays démocr
ques. A Genéve aussi, le
président syrien a trouvé
S des avocats | pour défendre
% sa cause et nier les crimes
qu'on lui reproche. Leurs profils politi-
ques sont trés divers, avec une surre-
présentation des courants de la droite
révolutionnaire.
Sur lesite de «Genéve non conformen
un groupuscule d’extréme droite - la
premiére émission de Léman noir TV,
datée du 22 janvier dernier, s'ouvre sur la
situation dans ce pays. Un jeune militant
portant le masque d’Anonymous dé-
nonce «les agents étrangers soutenus par
les Etats-Unis» qui veulent déstabiliser le
w«méchant dictateurs pour «donner le
pouvoir en Syrie aux islamistes ennemis
de I'Europes.

Soutien aux régimes
autoritaires

Cette parole se veut d'abord «non
conformes en effet, dénongant la «désin-

Nt pas la ve
militants ident
ils leur é énergie mllmnm sur ce pay
choix n'est évidemment pas le fruit du
hasard. «ll y a d"abord une longue tradi-
tion de soutien de I'extréme droite euro-
péenne aux régimes autoritaires arabes,
note le politologue Jean-Yves Camus. Mais
leur horizon se rétrécit avec la chute de
Saddam Hussein en Irak et la mort de
Kadhafi en Libye. Alorsils se raccrochent
a Bachar el-Assad et i la Syrie, un régime
présenté comme un phare de la lutte
contre un ordre mondial qui serait do-
miné par I'Empire américano-sioniste
quils combattent.»

Tous insistent sur le caractére «natio-
naliste et \uu’llhlc-- du régime baasiste
i rie estle seul
pays qui compte dans son Parlement
des repi
ouvertement antisémite, le Partis
nationaliste syrien (PSNS), un parti
chrétien dont le discours sur les juifs est
probablement le plus violent et moy:
nigeux au monde», ajoute Jean-Yves
Camus.

La théorie
du complot

A Genéve, I'équipe de Léman noir TV
donne ensuite la parole a Thierry Meyssan,
le pape de la théorie du complot, qui
it connaitre en mettant en cause la
réalité du 11 Septembre dans son livre
Leffroyable imposture. Sur la Syrie, un
discours niant la réalité des massacres
d'Homs est dailleurs en train d"émerger,
comme aprés le 11 Septembre.
trait psychologique des négationnistes
ou des conspirationnistes: plus les fait
sont lourds, plus ils en dénoncent |
dente mise en scénes, commente le cher-
cheur associé de I'Institut des relations
internationales et stratégiques (Iris) &
Paris.

Le Frangais Thierry Meyssan, qui di-
rige le site Réseau Voltaire, s"est aussi fait
écialité de répercuter le discours
s qu.'tlil'l(*s‘ de «voyousw par

n sc]mu‘nc s sou-
est installé au Liban, o
ement sur Al Manar,
bollah, le mouvement
ranien libanais», raconte Jean-Yves
Camus.

Le vice-président du Réseau Voltaire
est d'ailleurs un Libanais partisan de la

la ch

«ll y a une longue
tradition de soutien
de l'extréme droite
europeenne

aux regimes

autoritaires arabes»
Jean-Yves Camus Politologue

«Oh, vous savez,

on a bombarde

des populations civiles
dans bien dautres

circonstances»
Jean-Marie Le Pen Front national

)

—

Le 12 mars dernier, a Paris,

des partisans syriens et fran

de Bachar el-Assad ont exprimé
Jeur soutien au régime. MA

&

Parole de Genevois

«Assad ne doit pas laisser la chienlit s'installer»

«A Homs, il n'y a pas eu de massacres,
mais une riposte raisonnable pour en

arévolte organisée et financée par
les Etats-Unis et leurs alliés» pour

finir avec un foyer d'une Insurrection
armée par les pays du Golfe et les
Occidentaux.» Le Dr Constantin Sayegh,

Quand on lui parle de victimes civiles, Il
répond qu'ell y en a dans toutes les

depuis ¢ pt ans, un
chrétien d'origine syrienne, ne veut rien
retirer de ses propos concernant les
événements en Syrie. Au mois d'aodt, il
avait qualifié de «détalls la répression du
régime de Bachar el-Assad et avait
suscité la controverse au sein de son
parti, le PDC, dont certains membres se
sont dits choqués. Celul qui est retourné
réguliérement en Syrie, jusqu’a il y a deux
ans, fait d’'abord état d'une déception: le
Printemps arabe est venu stopper une
évolution du pays qui allait dans la bonne

. Quand on lui parle de chars
nram sur des immeubles, il parle

et affaiblir le payss.

explicitement référence a ceux du
Ille Reich.

Antisionistes, FN
et négationnistes

ion de Léman noir TV appa-
suite Alain Soral, qui fut invité
dans la Cité de Calvin par «Genéve non
conformen, le 25 février dernier. Venu du
Parti communiste et passé par le Front
mllon.:l J\Iau\ Soral a fait le voyage en
uerdul)leudunnuau\ \Icmw

par le pr )
I'été 2006. La rcnconlrc a é1é organisée
par Frédéri

Sa société Riwal, installée i Paris et
est le principal prestataire de
services en communication du Front n:
tional depuis que Marine Le Pen est aux
commandes, explique Jean-Yves Camus.
Son épouse, Marie d'Herbais, est une des
meilleures amies de la candidate du FNa
la présidentiell ine Le Pen est pru-
dente sur la Syrie, parlant de guerre civile
sans prendre fait et cause pour le régime
alaouite. Son pére, Jean-Marie, est plus
direct, «ne trouvant pas anormal que
I'Etat syrien se défende» et relativ
volontiers les bombardements de civils
(«Oh, vous savez, on a bombardé des
populations civiles dans bien d'autres
urumsl.m ).

C’est Riwal, la société de I'ancien
membre du GUD (créé en 1968 a Paris
pour casser du gauchiste) Frédéric
Chatillon, qui a créé le site Infosyrie,
wagence de réinformation sur Iactualité
en Syries, en juin dernier, un site qui
pnurrul faire figure d'agence officielle du
pouve yrien. Le 30 oduhve encore,
Frédé it sous des
banderoles pro-Bachar i Paris. Lors d'un
nouveau voyage au Proche-Orient en 2008
avec Dieudonné et Meyssan, le méme
Frédéric Chatillon posait devant un objec-
tif en compagnie de Manafl Tlass, général
syrien proche du pouvoir. Manafl est le
fils de Mousta ss, qui fut ministre
delaDéfense d'Hafez el-Assad, le pére de
Bachar. «Ce pel it le principal
pourvoyeur d* mites et néga-
tionnistes par lintermédiaire de
son d'édition Dar Tlass
que ce type de publication ni
Irane, commente Jean-Yves Camus.

A gauche et sur Facebook

che, comme P'ancien ministre
Roland Dumas et 'avocat prove
ex-maoiste Jacques Vergés qui affirme
qu'en Syrie «l faut défendre le régime
. Il se trouve aussi des partisans de
Bachar a I'extréme gauche, chez lessym-
pathisants de Castro et Chavez du site Le
Grand Soir, chez des souverainistes de
gauche au Comité Valmy ou dans les rangs
d'organisations de défense des Palestiniens
qui dénoncent lapartheid de 'Etat &lsragl.
Ginette Skandrani, une ex-Verte exclue
pour ses propos négati
exemple trés active dans la défense
d'Assad. Parmi ces organisations, il y
aussi Palestine Solida dont une des
plumes est la Suissesse Silvia Cattori qui

ad armés de lanc: RPG,

noyés dans 1a populations. Et ka torture?
«ll y en a des deux cotés.s Il ajoute que
deux mille soldats et membres des
forces de sécurité sont tombés. «ll va de
ol que le gouvernement en place ne doit
pas laisser la chienlit s'installers, ajoute
I'élu de la Constituante. «Assad n'a pas
déclaré I'état d'urgence comme il aurait
pu le faire, il a mis en place une nouvelle
C termine-t-i, regi que
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tient égal un blog, largement consa-
la Syrie et dont les articles sont re-
és par le Collectif syrien. Sa derniére
interview, datée du 13 mars, est titrée «En
Syrie, les auteurs d'atrocités sont lvsop

se retrouvent sur
«Tousavec Bachar el Assad», une page qui
acebook pour
mblements a Paris,
s les autres capitales

annoncer les
Bruxelles et dai
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

Editorial

Les vices et dénis des tyrans

Par Angélique Mounier-Kuhn

Nul ne le savait encore, mais
pour Zine el-Abidine Ben Alj,
C’était déja le début dela fin.
Diffusé le 7 décembre 2010 par
WikiLeaks, un cable diplomatique
américain intitulé «Ce qui esta toi
est A moi», révélant a la face du
monde les pratiques «quasi ma-
fieuses» du pouvoir, s'était ré-
pandu comme une trainée de
poudre sur les réseaux sociaux
tunisiens. Lécart abyssal entre les
préoccupations cupides d'un
régime autiste et la réalité sociale
de plus en plus désolante endurée
par ses sujets avait largement
contribué a la désinhibition des
Tunisiens.

Le contexte syrien est différent:

depuis un an, le peuple ne faiblit
pas. La brutalité de la répression
perpétrée par le clan El-Assad,
dont les mains sont déja tachées
du sang de 9000 Syriens, a affermi,
semaine apres semaine, la volonté
des contestataires. Mais la corres-
pondance internet privée de
Bachar el-Assad et de son épouse,
Asma, révélée jeudi par The Guar-
dian, ne devrait pas manquer
d’aiguillonner un peu plus encore
leur détermination a risquer leur
vie dans I'espoir de lendemains
meilleurs. Ces courriels ajoutent
une nouvelle strate d'abjection a
I'ignominie des massacres. Que
nous apprennent-ils? Pendant que
leurs sbires s'évertuent a extermi-
ner les frondeurs, Madame croque
des diamants, s'équipe d'un caque-

lon a fondue, lorgne le dernier
modele d’escarpins Louboutin.
Monsieur, lui, commande un DVD
d’'Harry Potter, raille ses propres
réformes, méprise les meneurs de
Topposition et brocarde Washing-
ton. Les deux échangent des mots
d’amour, dans un déni vertigineux
de la gravité de la situation dans
leur pays et des souffrances qu'ils
infligent aux 20 millions de Sy-
riens. Voila, plus criment que
jamais, exposée aux yeux du
monde entier, la laideur du tan-
dem au pouvoir a Damas: futile,
condescendant, aveugle. Nul ne
peut plus prétendre, de Moscou a
Pékin et jusque dans les cercles les
plus proches du couple, étre dupe
de ses mensonges. Le vrai début de
la fin, ces courriels? » Page 4

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Vendredi 16 mars 2012, #61, p. 18 / Friday, March 16, #61 p. 18

Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

v L0zSews
2| sindap ‘S sepguofew

(HQSO) SUALOY 3p S310)p S9p
BuAS2 10jen25q0, ‘10 Y

“UUDPUE]E JUIWN
13uos3jdnoo T
X
x:uv sa1 .EN««.HE PUmMod un
1R SeSSIUT BS ITS 1IWAIJ £ I 0D
-1 mb ‘pessy-]a Jerpeg WAL IE)
19wy I] WodEqURYS[RD wEs
Jp wWou ne EUpPe Iun ‘sF

-I0Ju 1% Ip Juofu3 My ‘PRI po|
-2y UWOLTIIR[SUEP IIOIPSEIQ UOS
SXpIEAY Tp N 4 WP SI0H
spSuesyp sasgeumolapadwsud
] 9p rIME 333 yeme Jupsud
31 yenswoadwod snd arcoug
«1anbeyie suoanod snou'sury e}
“uane] ARUBP Juos sad 3] suep
SIULIESIP JN[YU IUIWI[RFI[1IU0
mb 933 53132 uonsodd g Sures
<IWE wonEnsTWwWpE] anb 23p

-P Epeg anb 2oy Junp mane)
-ur[2RuURpIsIMbap ﬂu_u ‘sanb

ms smou  Jq
51I0] SOUIWIOS STLOU IS {TEUT UOS

-Opap WOU I DURIPIULNUI P
» swou-n3xd Sp syun dn

.Ja_:n_ SUCOE[AI U2 ds ap
admb3 arpd aunp uﬂ q_ ¢ anbi§

-yens spaunsude Sarun suoneN
xnE JUAS Ip MIpESSEqUIE [ IP [
‘Lejee[ JpeZRIAYS ‘PESV-P Ieyd
-eg Ip IEreds A[Esuod nuwr
-01d dumuay June [ 3un xna ruwred
92 uonexumWo W 1A
sunal ap JuamBy sjuanbay snid

suoadp snoN [*] “RIq d:

21001 3p SIS S P vonsod
-do [25eS3p e[ anb 3dred ‘epred)
4V I3SN0EP IAIPUL AN0U  SURp
sed Fa,ua)s ldaqudgp £Z [ Rd
Juo ssuuoszad g [aby suep sew
2] SI9D* SIS P 23is un
anuod ymuwng] sude yuspsud
2] 9pae3 W 19w ‘BPRUOW UISSTH
M3 INWP N UWeIIPRL e
STE[I 3] Ju0j Mb sAMD0 B[P
-uo sap md nof 31 3 mse

Sjuey| L SIP UOfs ‘(seweg 19 TULERg “pessy UE[2 NP saIquiai
3P Wy £1) EWNOQ € 32 (3SeN0 s2p 1ed S22STMN FRW-D SISIIPEP
-piou) defy @ Jewwejou ‘A ;s WM PUAY QP WA

U -{JUE SUO} EISIPURLL SBP eS ad snowAwouyp saend sap
~sadsip }2 ssuuossad 9| Jueny *AGUIDIP [ 1 3] F[HLR
‘(¥sn0-piou) qup| € Andun P
OU ‘SqaI SUONSEq S3f NS gn?&.ﬁﬂoﬂﬁ:ﬁvﬂ¥
UYPLINAU N SUIYPO NS | NS DUAS B] 3p uxq 3] mod IMED Ne
~inod SUIOWURU O AW B3 [ un 1ndboep 3[dnod ne sod
np S20.0) 53] “Aues 3 suep -01d ‘ynonams 42 31d uos apuoner
awpdas pnba.e ndod ayonas <PEUC B Ip PESY-[2 BWSY TS
e epasesionuue swaid  SEARINIP AN TINAS JurBaIne
np snof 3 unSas np o0y samsoysnjdsajsjueadiup Sp un
9p LOPESUOWSPIUN ‘PESSY-P  TEIEY NP IUR] P ([ e] Tuey
Jewpeg wapisaud neusgnos {e EsEfejy{ JIUE UOS 39 PESSY
UB pna FjSapUeww Juo susuks 2 PWISY I uoResDAIG Junp
opspypuIpsIezIPSag I[P-IduEW snid

®[ UOLE e 21p-mad ey
UE_M@- np 3240} 3p ‘Mmﬂsww“hu.ﬂuooaaum ps
uonessuournqg <y Teypeg anb anuow B AMs

BT AIEIUIDIS ISTUUTEUT 5 1D

mand samy 17
:.Nn:.ﬂﬂw smapne | »d
-npjuaurwod pnbidxa mj ap sed
anbuem U I[F Y ATELFIR
dWeyp e[ g Juuop pessy

Sy P Iquucu ny
xouﬂ.ﬁﬂ P SUOND[RSI
‘snaed sa[ s S301pt s10] 93 anb
1gindixndope] s1onop SNON‘PA
- jreumod sAed un juop sauuoy
-30 SIP ANI[PIUW B FEO» :1IUW
pum1d gnb sanbarpd sswosax
] UOISTIP U JUINGY I SANAY £
9p med g swonediqo sIs Ip
»1q113s moanodiamfap mofun
ououue M| mb awruny es ap ades
-w un g suocdal ug ‘wes Jww
-durs 13> m7 TEfey ey ‘auiu
-opnasd wos 3p saEnIUT D[ ‘Bive
TO pessy-[e ewsy mod «eees JuaA
A0S IISI[F AGULRP 8] |2
QDY ‘el Af “IqUISE epd

Ip ArEpIy 1 T

pessy-P ewsy 9Suerpy dnod

3] anb xnop sow s3p 13 ny
‘SWOH
€ ‘omuy qeg Ip aBeuuopd I
2IUBUIOD MO IWPUI IT ITWIA B
SPYNIAPIP SIPDWDsU0 Ipasud
JUN NO U g P SUOTE ME NNEJ
q 215y cmwaupurepad  saf
-0nangjuoa a3 nb sed asuad au
af srepy ***1002 JUIUMRIA I OS SF[F
j210pe s3] 3¢ :urwApua| 3] puod
<1 M| 0LON0RIU UOS o JPuow
S-mol, mawsuolw imod SIwy
sed Jucs Ju saf 7 ([@o] suep sed
Squadel A N STRY Q0SS
3p snid g ‘@S 9p s
Am Sarnsmeyd ap arred Jun JueA
DP PUAY € 3] IRAIURS pes
Y2 BUS Y ‘JyPuRIq Ian0q unp
INIST[IXD IIFO,[ SIIA TDT[ UNITOAUD
2 mb g syuared 1 SIWE SIS

ap ] 3.2 ABueypy un sueq
‘Suadesawsma] BrRqay
“pessy Jquurej ef 3passod anb qud
<dwod dun ‘wequeyses durewr

@ wormnel

3 ‘suvd
| L Jowdy ns
Siegopap

a pr0osfied pirednydey
AR UONDBUED N0 JWSTPRIUT
1ma] mb SUORIUES ] IALMOIICD
I ‘GRS TR FE
TE)S B] IPSUOSUETP XNE BPIO MIN
ap srepSue dod ey 3p A2 anb
-IPIR 2 AEYR @ 1nba) anb
HSTUI 3P MEAIOW IP IYPIIYRT
B[ B PN [ Ins 51ns Lew uos anb
JUEPUR §'sI[qel IpIIsnoainoq Ip
‘SIIIPEP 3p DuLLE) ST mod
no JPpuelq DuSEp wnp 3K
aw sy sugnboe mod jaumug
ans IO Ip SWIFwsIp ndwe
sues suadyp mb ‘Swep armu
-21de[ ap suoredmood s3] wan
-uow sydauANUI SPLINCO SI]

Souelj 0SS apsnide
|B3s142 9p saisnLoul
sainssneyo ap

aJied aun jueAsp
9||1oAIBWIY, S BLISY

‘JquEUD
-N[eY UOISIIWIT JUn Juapaurad
SI? dwiBa13] a5 APy Junnb
snd Jwanno sumy s3) safessaw
S9P NDBUIRPNE] 3P INAAE} W
1nuouad 35 Ip sasewnof xne
srunad e ag;buap pesn Suoj
:D ‘UDIPIOND TE SIWSED B S|

ddqjapuones
.EBB..E,:H& mw.muusn_ 23U0
‘U INGIP 33 1107 uml anw
JuuopyR,s mb 32 anbayod 3¢
-uE} I[Ny I Duepuodsamod
2132 Ip S[IMIMOD SI] SISO
s9p P sjuared Sp 'Twe 9p Jum
-ursnd 1 afemoiud ma[ae P10
-uaptsaad apdnoo o red syBueyxn
safesuI OO E Ms SIFEQ SUOTIR]
-MUSIPIPNAI Ip UORIPI UGS SUEP
agnde unpiony ayy nbuueiixg
[ewnal 3] w0 uazDus NS Inpuoy
B uopnbe un Junidwap wou
unsnos RURP Rrare( gz 3w mb
-3e ‘pessy{2 ewsy juaprsud np
asnody | ‘oumuad e[ ap P uorssaad
-1 €] 3p M In{uod Inaf 3f sncs agy
-mos waiifs idnad af anb sy

s)enxa sap afqnd ua
CUBIPIBND) ALY <

SPIIUIPU
sadessaw 000§
ende
uonisoddo auifs <

S[oLLIN0D $3s Ted 1yex) pessy-[4 a[dnod 37

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Vendredi 16 mars 2012, #61, p. 19 / Friday, March 16, #61 p. 19

Il Manifesto (Italie / Italy)

L’Onu: <Un’operazione
Nato impensabile»

inalmente due parole sensate: «Un'operazione Nato in Siria & im-
pensabiles. A dirlo il presidente della Commissione Onu di inchie-

sta sulla Siria, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, in un incontro con la stampa

ieri a Bruxelles. «Pensiamo che un intervento militare non avrebbe succes-
so0: le vittime non sarebbero centinaia ma migliaia. Cerchiamo di essere
piu sobri su questo punto. La comunita internazionale deve dare il suo
pieno sostegno a Kofi Annany. Per Pinheiro, alcuni Stati «dovrebbero aste-
nersi dal praticare lo "scetticismo automatico"» verso la missione di An-
nan, appena all'inizio, perche «l'unica soluzione e il dialogo». Senza con-
tare poi che le forze armate in Si-

L’unica speranza, ria «non sono un'armata Brancale-

. one», come potevano essere quel-
P SR qu_an_to labl_le’ le libiche «e la catena di comando
e la missione di Kofi & rimasta intatta» dopo un anno di
Annan per una rivolta (nonostante le notizie ricor-

i i renti sulla diserzione di qualche
«soluzione negoziata» generale). «Aumentare la militariz-
zazione e fornire armi non & una
soluzione», ha aggiunto Pinheiro,
riferendosi all'eventuale riforni-
mento di armamenti all'opposizio-
ne. «Per noi quello che rimane cen-
trale - ha concluso - & la protezio-
ne dei civili» e quindi puntando
sul cessate il fuoco e sull'accesso
degli aiuti umanitari. I primi due
punti su cui sta lavorando Kofi,
con il terzo a seguire: negoziati fra
tutte le parti del conflitto.

Le stesse parole del segretario
generale Ban Ki moon: governo e opposizione (attenzione: anche I'oppo-
sizione) fermino le violenze e cooperino con Kofi Annan per trovare una
soluzione negoziata alla crisi. Appello anche di 200 gruppi che si occupa-
no di diritti umani, alla «comunita internazionale» perché «si unisca» (os-
sia a Russia e Cina perché rinuncino a veti e distinguo) e «aiuti i siriani a
metter fine all’orrore» e dia il suo «pieno sostegno» a Kofi. Per il momento
una «missione umanitaria» formata da governo siriano, Onu e Oci (I'Orga-
nizzazione per la cooperazione islamica) inziera entro la settimana una vi-
sita in diverse citta siriane colpite dalla guerra (Homs, Hama, Deraa) per
valutare la situazione. I conflitto e le violenze che non cessano (anche ie-
ri i morti sarebbero decine, secondo le fonti dell’opposizione) ingrossano
il flusso di profughi siriani che cercano scampo nei paesi vicini: Libano,
Giordania e soprattutto Turchia (dove sono gia piti di 15 mila ma se ne te-
mono addirittura mezzo milione). Un vicepremier turco, Besir Atalay, ha
accusato Damasco di disseminare di mine le zone di confine. Affermazio-
ni non confermate da fonti indipendenti. Tanto pii: che da anni le mine
erano (o forse sono ancora) piazzate su entrambi i lati del confine.

leri era 'anniversario dello scoppio della rivolta, il 15 marzo 2011, e il
regime - che si sta dimostrando piti solido e tosto di quello gheddafiano -
ha organizzato grandi manifestazioni a Damasco, Aleppo, Latakia e altre
citta in appoggio ad Assad. Due giomalisti turchi «dispersi» sarebbero sta-
ti presi dalle milizie del regime Shabiha e passati all'intelligence siriana.
leri, dopo Italia, Francia, Spagna, Usa, Arabia saudita e Bahrain, anche
I'Olanda (in segno di «repulsione di fronte all’atroce violenza del governo
siriano») ha chiuso I'ambasciata a Damasco. La guerra continua. m.m.
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

Mujeres y nifios refugiados llegan ayer a la localidad turca de Reyhanli, en la frontera con Siria. /AFP

El terror causa otro éxodo sirio

Turquia prepara nuevos campos ante la avalancha de refugiados

JAVIER ESPINOSA

Corresponsal en Oriente Praximo

La suerte de dos periodistas turcos

desaparecidos en Siria podria agra-

var las diferencias entre los gobier-

nos de los dos paises si se confirma,

como anuncio la agencia Anatolia,

que han sido capturados por las tro-

pas de Damasco y que uno resulté
herido y fue torturado.

Adem Ozkose, corresponsal de
una revista y un diario turco, y Ha-
mit Coskun, un camara indepen-
diente, habian entrado en Siria de
forma ilegal el pasado dia 5 y se es-
tablecieron en la regién de Idlib. Su
altimo contacto con sus familiares y
el diario Milat para el que trabaja
Ozokose data del pasado dia 10,
coincidiendo con el inicio de la ofen-
siva que ha lanzado el ejército sirio
en esa zona del norte.

Segtin Anatolia, los shabiha (mili-
cias pro gubernamentales) descu-
brieron su escondite en la aldea de
Al Fua, no lejos de la ciudad de Idlib
—que fue recapturada
esta semana-y arresta-
ron a la pareja a los que
se llevaron a bordo de
dos vehiculos blinda-
dos. El mismo medio
de comunicaci6n ana-
di6 que Coskun podria
ser el herido y que fue
torturado.

Su desaparicién ya
habia generado movili-
zaciones publicas en
Turquia, una naciéon
que mantiene una cre-
ciente pugna con Da-
masco -antano aliado-
desde el incio de la re-
vuelta en la nacién dra-
be. Ankara teme que la
guerra civil siria acabe
por desestabilizar su

propia zona fronteriza donde reside
una sustancial minoria alaui que no
ha ocultado nunca sus simpatias
con el Gobierno sirio.

La ofensiva de los acélitos de
Bashar Asad ha incrementado la
huida de sirios hacia el vecino terri-
torio turco a donde han llegado mas
de 1.000 en poco més de 24 horas.
Las autoridades locales han infor-
mado de que abrirdn un nuevo cam-
po de refugiados el préximo mes
con capacidad para 10.000 personas
y estan construyendo un segundo
para 20.000.

Segtn el presidente de la Media
Luna Roja turca, Ahmet Liitfi Akar,
Turquia intenta hacer frente a una
previsible avalancha de refugiados
que en su estimacién mas catastro-
fica podria rondar el medio millén
de fugitivos. Akar recordé que ello
llevaria a una emergencia humani-
taria similar a la que ya se vivi6 en la
misma regién en 1991, cuando la
dictadura de Sadam Husein obligé a

huir a una cifra similar de kurdos
tras aplastar su sublevacion.

El viceprimer ministro turco, Be-
sir Atalay, también recuper6 el es-
pecto de aquella experiencia en la
que las naciones occidentales obli-
garon por la fuerza a Bagdad a de-
tener su ofensiva y crearon una zo-
na de contencién donde se agrupa-
ron los desplazados protegidos por
sus fuerzas militares. «La cuestién
de una zona tampon podria ser
considerada segtn se desarrollen
los acontecimientos», asevero el
politico turco.

A un ano del inicio de la subleva-
cién popular, expertos en Siria como
Joshua Landis o el periodista Nir
Rosen, el informador que ha cubier-
to de forma més profusa la presente
crisis, coinciden en que el régimen
dista mucho de encontrarse al bor-
de del colapso como senal6 durante
semanas la oposicién y muchos go-
biernos occidentales. Para Rosen,
Asad puede «sobrevivir durante un

OSMAN ORSAU/REUTERS
Mas ataques a perlodlstas. Cientos de personas se congregaron ayer frente
al consulado sirio en Estambul para pedir la liberacién de los dos periodistas turcos deteni-
dos en Siria (en laimagen, manifestantes sostienen pancartas con sus fotos). Adem Ozkose y
Hamit Coskun fueron detenidos por las milicias pro Asad en Idlib.

largo tiempo incluso si pierde terre-
no de forma paulatina» algo que
ahora mismo no esté ocurriendo.

Incluso antes de la serie de deba-
cles militares que han sufrido en las
dltimas semanas, la oposicion poli-
tica establecida en torno al Consejo
Nacional Sirio (CNS) y la Coordina-
dora Nacional habian sido incapa-
ces de fusionarse tras las conversa-
ciones en tal sentido que mantuvie-
ron en diciembre.

Pese a los esfuerzos de muchos
opositores, la influencia creciente
del sectarismo en la revuelta no es
un secreto para nadie y resulta evi-
dente cuando se analizan los nom-
bres de los nuevos grupos armados
que se han establecido para luchar
contra la dictadura.

Uno de ellos adopt6 en febrero la
denominaci6n de Batallén Yazid ibn
Muawiyah, una de las figuras mas
controvertidas de la historia del Is-
lam. El califa Yazid es un personaje
de enorme predicamento entre los
salafistas sunies y que
genera un encono radi-
cal entre los chifes, que
no olvidan que sus tro-
pas acabaron con la vi-
da del imam Husein en
Karbala, un hecho his-
térico que atin es clave
para entender la deter-
minacion de los grupos
armados de esta confe-
sién como Hizbula.

Los expertos en la re-
ciente historia de Siria
recuerdan que la dicta-
dura del clan Asad ya
ahog6 en sangre otra
revuelta, la que se desa-
rrollé entre 1976 y
1982, que mantiene un
enorme paralelismo
con la actual.
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ELMUNDO
EN CLAVE

~3ANA ROMERO

La banalidad
del mal

Ayer hizo un ano que Trinidad Ji-
ménez se sent6 en Damasco con
Bashar Asad y éste le dio su pala-
bra: «Lo tengo claro. Voy a hacerlo».
Se referia el oftalmélogo a la tran-
sicién politica. La ex ministra -(lti-
ma representante occidental en pi-
sar tierra siria antes de la carnice-
ria- también se entrevist6 con su
mujer, Asma, moderna, occidental,
amiga de nuestra Reina, amante de
los Louboutin.

Finalmente, Jiménez visité la
grandiosa mezquita Omeya. A sus
puertas, la secreta se llev6 en volan-
das ala joven Marwua al Gamyan
por su grito de «iViva Siria libre!».
Un camara de television espanola
que acompanaba a la ex ministra
grab6 el momento en que Marwua
desaparecia. Hasta hoy.

Jiménez penso que ese incidente
era un hecho aislado. También Oc-
cidente apost6 hasta julio de 2011
por Asad como piloto de esa imagi-
naria transicion. A partir del vera-
no, con la cuenta de muertos su-
biendo, los drabes entraron en ac-
cién y la ONU naufragé por culpa
de China y Rusia.

Comienza ahora el Afio I en pun-
to muerto, con mas de 8.000 muertos
sobre la mesa y una tercera fase di-
plomatica. La lidera Kofi Annan
—¢hay alguien que confie en la capa-
cidad de liderazgo del ex secretario
general de la ONU?-. La diplomacia
occidental espera ahora que el na-
cleo duro de los Asad sea retirado de
la circulacién, como los Saleh en Ye-
men, de manera que el sector mode-
rado pueda negociar una salida que
respete sus intereses. Ese sector
baasista moderado, si es que existe,
representaria aproximadamente al
30% de la poblacién siria.

Ante el previsible fracaso de
Annan, voila las dos opciones: gue-
rra civil ~te6ricamente atin no existe
porque no hay correlacién de fuer-
Zzas: unos tienen tanques y otros Ka-
lashnikov- 0 modelo Hama —elimi-
nar al mayor niimero de opositores,
como hizo Asad el Viejo en Hama,
donde Tom Friedman cree que fue-
ron laminadas 30.000 personas—.

Arnaud de Borchgrave, el perio-
dista americano que tanto protago-
nismo tuvo en la Transicién espano-
la, lo compara con la guerra civil es-
paiola. Advierte Borchgrave que en
Espana murieron 500.000 personas.
A la pregunta de cuantos pueden
caer en Siria, los diplométicos son
cautos. Algunos hablan de 100.000.

¢Acabara este Afio Iy comenzara
el Ao Il y todo seguird igual? Qui-
za. Arabia Saudi seguird apoyando a
los rebeldes mientras China-Rusia
sigan respaldando la alianza Siria-
Irédn. En medio, un melancélico Oc-
cidente hara de espectador.

Esto nos suena. Hannah Arendt
lo llam6 la banalidad del mal. Son
los emails interceptados del dulce
matrimonio Asad. Las lamparas im-
portadas de Paris. Los Louboutin. La
normalidad en medio de la muerte.

anaromero(@elmundo.es
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Refugiados sirios, principalmente mujeres y ninos, a su llegada ayer a la frontera turca en su huida de las

tropas de Assad

Un ano después, Assad ahoga en sangre
los ultimos feudos de la revuelta siria

»Los rebeldes capturan a un general y
dan un ultimatum de 72 horas al
régimen para que libere a varios
detenidos si quiere evitar su ejecucion

DANIEL IRIARTE
CORRESPONSAL EN ESTAMBUL

uando se cumple un ano

del inicio de la revuelta

contra el régimen sirio,

el presidente Bashar al

Assad ahoga en sangre

los tltimos reductos de
la oposicion. Tras los bombardeos de
Homs e Idlib, el Ejército castiga aho-
ra Daraa, la ciudad-simbolo en la que
se produjeron las primeras protestas
contra el régimen. El Ejército consi-
gue asi arrebatar a la oposicién sus
principales feudos a sangre y fuego.
Segun testigos en Daraa, las tropas
gubernamentales llevan a cabo vio-
lentos registros casa por casa. «Va-
rios edificios estan recibiendo fuego
aleatorio de ametralladoras, lanzaco-
hetes y misiles antitanque», declaro
ayer Mohamed, un habitante de Da-
raa, a la cadena Al Yasira.

Frente a la represion del régimen,
laoposicion aparece cada vez mas di-
vididay sin estrategia. Los insurgen-
tes del Ejército Sirio Libre (ESL) son
incapaces de resistir la acometida de
lastropas regulares. Y la faltade un li-
derazgo claro en la insurgencia ha

provocado laaparicion de milicias ar-
madas en ciudades como Homs, res-
ponsables de acciones criminales,
asesinatos sectarios y secuestros.

Y para demostrar que sigue fuerte,
ayer una faccion del ESL anuncio la
captura del general Naim Jalil Oda, a
quien amenazo con ejecutar si pasa-
das 72 horasno son liberados «los de-
tenidos en las sedes de los servicios
de la Inteligencia Aérea en Duman».
«De lo contrario, sera ejecutado en
publico», asegura un miembro del
ESL en una grabacion en internet.

El video ha sido autentificado por
Malek al Kurdi, un alto responsable
de la guerrilla. «Dado que las briga-
das de Assad detienen y matan, algo
tenemos que hacer para frenarles»,
alegd Kurdi. En este ano, la violencia
ha causado al menos ocho mil muer-
tosy casi un cuarto de millén de refu-
giados, segun cifras de Naciones Uni-
das. Ayer, unos mil refugiados sirios
cruzaron a Turquia en un solo dia.
Hasta ahora el nimero de refugiados
llegados a Turquia era de unos dos-
cientos o trescientos al dia. Pero la
oleadade desplazados aumentaa me-
dida que crece la represion. «Segui-
ran llegando mientras continue la

El «wikileaks» de
Damasco

» La conexion irani
Teheran aconsejé a Damasco
cémo reprimir las revueltas,
segtin los «emails» de Assad
que publica «The Guardian»

» La esposa del dictador
Asma gast6 miles de euros en
candelabros y mesas en Paris.
Us6 ademas para compras de la
familia una empresa de Dubai

» Qatar
La hija del emir de Qatar
aconsejo a los Assad que
dejaran el pais y dio a enten-
der que podria acogerlos

» Contactos con Homs
Assad tiene contactos en
feudos opositores como Homs
que le informan directamente

operacion en Idlib», declaré un fun-
cionario turco. Entiéndase «opera-
cion» como sindénimo de represion.
Pero si el ESL se bate en retirada,
la oposicion pacifista también apare-
cedébil y fraccionada. El Consejo Na-
cional Sirio, que aspira a convertirse
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en futuro gobierno de transicion tras
una eventual caida de Assad, ha sufri-
do tres grandes escisiones. La altima
este mismo miércoles, cuando el vete-
rano opositor Haizam el Maleh anun-
¢io su renuncia. Los delegados kur-
dos también abandonaron el CNS en
diciembre para formar su propio gru-
po opositor. Y los activistas de base
reniegan del Consejo por laimportan-
cia desproporcionada que en él tie-
nen los Hermanos Musulmanes, asi
como por su negativa a pedir unain-
tervencion internacional.

Cierre de embajadas

Pero hay también algunos indicios
de desgaste en el régimen, que podria
no ser tan solido como aparenta.
«Agentes de la Policia secreta y poli-
cias locales confraternizan con los re-
beldes en algunos puestos de control,
les proporcionan informaciény, a ve-
ces, municiony», nos explica Michael
Weiss, especialista en Siria de la So-
ciedad Henry Jackson de Londres.

Y mientras, sigue la presion inter-
nacional contra el régimen de Assad.
Anoche, los paises miembros del Con-
sejo de Cooperacion del Golfo (CCG)
decidieron cerrar sus embajadas en
Damasco y retirar todo su personal.
Aseguran que la decision se debe a la
«insistencia del régimen en matar y
torturar a los sirios indefensos».

O

Videoanalisis sobre la
situacion en Siria
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El Asad, un ano contra el mundo

Elrégimen sirio resiste y la oposicion es incapaz de unirse

La fragmentacion del territorio sirio

JORDAN IAY

# Protestas, represion
y enfrentamientos
(a mayor tamafio
mayor intensidad)

== Zonas hostiles
al régimen

--= Regiones leales
al régimen

—--= Regién kurda,

a la expectativa

FUENTE: Google Earth

TOMAS ALCOVERRO
Beirut. Corresponsal

Nadie hubiese podido creer hace
un afio, cuando empezo6 la revuel-
ta antigubernamental en Deraa,
localidad fronteriza con Jorda-
nia, que el conflicto sirio hubiese
llegado a este extremo de cruel-
dad y de incertidumbre. Oriente
Medio, y los pueblos del levante
en particular, son tierra por anto-
nomasia de minorias, comunida-
des confesionales y étnicas, que
deben establecer siempre com-
plejas, ambiguas relaciones con
la mayoria.

En Siria desde 1963, tras el gol-

“DEJAD SIRIA EN PAZ”

El Gobierno se apoya
en el ejéreito,

el miedo al caos y la
divisién sunies-alauies

¢EN VANO?

0Ocho mil muertos
después, Siria

no es una excepcion a
las ‘primaveras drabes’

pe de Estado que dio un vuelco a
su historia, la minoria alaui se im-
pusoa la mayoria suni de la pobla-
cién. En Iraq, entonces también
con el partido Baas en el poder,
hasta la derrota de Sadam Hu-
sein por las tropas estadouniden-
ses en el 2003, en cambio, la mi-
noria suni gobernaba sobre la ma-
yoria chii. En el diminuto reino
de Bahréin, en el estratégico gol-
fo Pérsico del petréleo, su monar-
ca de antigua familia suni conti-

LA VANGUARDIA

nda ejerciendo su poder sin
graves problemas pese a las re-
vueltas populares, gracias al apo-
yo de la Arabia de los saudies y
de EE.UU,, que protegen a sus
aliados con trono y corona.

Nadie hubiera podido suponer
hace un afo que el enfrentamien-
to del régimen de Bashar el Asad
y las diversas fuerzas de la oposi-
cion, divididas entre las que es-
tan empenadas en derribarle a to-
da costa y las que preferirian
aceptar un compromiso que evi-
tase la anunciada catdstrofe de
unaguerra civil atroz, se converti-
ria en un conflicto cada vez mas
internacionalizado.

La excepcion siria, vana preten-
sion del presidente que heredo
esta republica, aupado a la jefatu-
ra del Estado en el afio 2000 tras
la muerte de su padre, que creia
que su nacion estaba inmunizada
contra las primaveras drabes, des-
barata cdlculos y estrategias pre-
maturas. Toda la sangre derrama-
da en estos meses (8.000 victi-
mas, segiin algunas organizacio-
nes internacionales y grupos de
la oposicién, a los que hay que
anadir otros mil militares, de
acuerdo con el Gobierno) no ha
servido para alcanzar ningin
acuerdo ni siquiera en la urgente
ayuda humanitaria.

Ayer el ejército sirio volvia a
bombardear a los insurrectos de
Deraa, como en un eterno retor-
no, como hizo antes en Hama, en
Homs, en Idlib. En Damasco, en
Sueida -localidad de la minoria
drusa-y en Hasakeh, ciudad kur-
da, miles de seguidores de El
Asad se congregaron para expre-
sarle su adhesion.

“Dejad Siria en paz”, exclama-
ba en la television de Damasco
una manifestante. El régimen es

KHALED AL HARIRI / RELITERS

Los leales. Partidarios de Bashar el Asad, ayer en la plaza de los Omeyas, de Damasco.
En la foto, una bandera de Rusia, aliada del régimen, junto a la bandera siria

implacable al insistir en que se
enfrentaa “grupos terroristas ar-
mados”. Su represion brutal en
muchas ocasiones, con matan-
zas, torturas, que han desplazado
a por lo menos 250.000 personas
por elinterior del pais, ahuyenta-

“Siles damos armas
serd aun peor”

= “El pueblo sirio estd
profundamente dividido,
y si damos armas a cierta
fraccion de la oposicion,
eso serd la guerra entre
cristianos, alauies, sunies
y chiies”, afirmé ayer el
ministro de Exteriores
francés, Alain Juppé, a la
radio France Culture.
Anadio: “Seria una catds-
trofe incluso mayor que
la que existe hoy”.

do a otras 30.000, refugiadas en
Turquia, Libano y Jordania, ha
provocado una vasta condena en
el mundo. Si no fuese por sus va-
ledoras, Rusia y China, el Conse-
jode Seguridad de laONU ya ha-
bria adoptado una severa resolu-
cion contra su Gobierno.

El régimen se mantiene con la
fuerza de sus soldados, de sus
agentes de seguridad, de una par-
te de la poblacién que le apoya,
del mied% que sienten los sirios
al caos y a la guerra intestina en-
tre sunies y alauies, en una socie-
dad de grupos heterogéneos. Cre-
yendo que con sus armas puede
erradicar todos los focos de la
oposicion beligerante, haciendo
oidos sordos a poderosos paises
occidentales y arabes, Bashar el
Asad no cede en un dpice en su
forma de tratar a sus adversarios.
La oposicion sigue escandalosa-
mente dividida, sin ningtn pro-
grama de accion coman. El Ejér-
cito Libre Sirio hasido derrotado
en Hama, en Homs, en Idlib, aun-
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que algunos de sus combatientes,
refugiados en el norte de Libano,
va estén dispuestos a volver a lu-
char a su tierra.

“La victoria —dijo en enero el
rais El Asad- esti muy proxima”.
S6lo la militarizacion de los insu-
rrectos, la intervencion armada
extranjera, cambiaria la relacion
de fuerzas en favor de los rebel-
des. Bashar el Asad, tras la abro-
gacion de la ley de excepcion, la
declaracién de una amnistia, la
celebracion de un referéndum pa-
ra una nueva Constitucion, ya ha
anunciado elecciones generales
en el proximo mes de mayo. Esta-
dos Unidos reconocio que Al Qae-
da se habia infiltrado entre los in-
surrectos islamistas.

En Damasco, corazén de los
arabes, se ha abierto bruscamen-
te la caja de Pandora de todos los
complicadosy peligrosos conflic-
tos de Oriente Medio. Su balcani-
zacion, su iraquizacion, su libani-
zacion, solo un milagro es capaz
de evitarlas.e
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Primer aniversario de la revuelta El Asad, un afio contra el mundo

Las luchas sectarias son s6lo una parte de una rebelion armada que no acaba de eclosionar

La guerra civil que no es

FELIX FLORES
Barcelona

a deriva de la revuel-
ta siria hacia una gue-
rra civil tiene mucho
de profecia autocum-
plida, todos los dias
un poco mas, a menos que Ba-
shar el Asad aplaste la insurgen-
cia con sus tltimas ofensivas.
La ONU calcula un promedio
de cien muertos diarios, en una
progresion incesante desde la ma-
tanza de Yisr al Shugur, en junio
del 2011. Fue la primera sangre
digna de consideracion que enca-
rrilé las acciones posteriores de
Damasco. Se hablé de 120 poli-
cias muertos. Asesinados por te-
rroristas, segtin el régimen; asesi-
nados por los soldados de Maher
el Asad, hermano del presidente,
ya que los policias eran deserto-
res, seguin testimonios de algunas

de las 12.000 personas que huye-
ron de la ciudad hacia Turquia.
Las -escasas— imdgenes del
atin reciente bombardeo de
Homs pueden hacer olvidar co6-
mo empezo todo hace un afo. Pe-
ro los innumerables videos graba-
dos por ciudadanos -o mejor se-
ria decir subditos- sirios durante
semanas de manifestaciones paci-
ficas son incontestables. En mu-
chos de ellos se ve a la fuerza ar-
mada disparar sobre la multitud,
se ve a los shabiha (los fantasmas
o gangsters) del régimen hacien-
do lo mismo contra las tropas pa-
ra sustentar el argumento de que
el pais se enfrenta a terroristas.
Existen informes, elaborados
por observadores independien-
tes, de asesinatosy represalias en-
tre comunidades sunies y
alauies, en la region de Hama,
por ejemplo, 0 en Homs. La situa-
cién permite que se salden viejas

cuentas pendientes, y el hecho
de que los alauies sean la minoria
dominante —en un estado autori-
tario y policial- no deja de ser un
factor afiadido para las vengan-
zas. Estos hechos han tenido su

Los alauies

que abominan

del régimen afrontan
un castigo todavia
mis duro

eco al otro lado de la frontera de
Libano, en Tripoli, entre vecinda-
rios de las dos confesiones religio-
sas. La linea fronteriza libanesa
estd muy cerca de Homs.

Sin embargo, no parece menos
cierto que los alauies que abomi-
nan del régimen afrontan un cas-

BULENT KILIC / AFP
Mads refugiados en Turquia. Jovenes y nifios ocultan el rostro al llegar ayer a la frontera turca en un camién. La nueva
ofensiva de El Asad provocoé la huida ayer de un millar de personas, entre ellos un general desertor, por caminos minados

tigo atiin mas duro que los sunies
por traidores. Y esos argumentos
de guerra civil no desvirtian la
naturaleza de la lucha armada
contra el sistema de la familia El
Asad. Los elementos la que com-
plican son otros. En primer lu-
gar, el hecho de que la élite eco-
nomica vinculada al poder -sin
formar parte del nicleo duro- no
le ha dado la espalda. En segundo
lugar, el factor internacional.
Desde que, el pasado julio, el
Ejército Libre Sirio (ELS), forma-
do por desertores, se constituy6
como oposicion armada, su ambi-
cion ha sido conseguir un espa-
cio liberado junto a las fronteras.
En los términos que manejo, me-
ses atras, el Gobierno francés, se
trataria de abrir un corredor “hu-
manitario” y una zona de refugio
para la pobécién civil. Peroana-
die se le escapa que el objetivo no
es otro que permitir laentrada de
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armas y suministros, repitiendo
la operacién de los libios de Ben-
gasi, con lo que el escenario de
guerra quedaria realmente esta-
blecido.

El asedio brutal del barrio de
Baba Amro en Homs -el mas cer-
cano a la salida hacia la frontera
libanesa- tenia como fin evitar
esa posibilidad. El ataque en cur-
so a Deraa, junto a la frontera de
Jordania, va también en ese senti-
do. A finales de diciembre las
fuerzas de El Asad hicieron lo
mismo en los pueblos y aldeas de

Bashar el Asad
trata de impedir
una zona ‘liberada’
en las fronteras

de Siria

la region montaiiosa entre Idliby
la frontera turca, y ahora lo repi-
ten. Elmartes, el régimen recupe-
16 la ciudad de Idlib tras varias
jornadas de bombardeo.

La actitud turca ha ido varian-
do con el correr de los meses, des-
de la beligerancia verbal (aquel
“a Turquia se le acaba la pacien-
cia” de Erdogan el pasado agosto)
al silencio. Las insinuaciones de
Turquia de que aceptaria la crea-
cion de la susodicha zona “de con-
tencion” en territorio sirio -a fin
de evitar una llegada en masa de
refugiados— animé al ELS, que
pensé que eso le permitiria au-
mentar sus efectivos. Su coman-
dante, Riad el Asad, los cifraba en-
tonces en 15.000 hombres.

Tanto el Consejo Nacional Si-
rio (CNS) como el ELS tienen sus
bases en Turquia. E1 ELS acordé
con el CNS que se limitaria a pro-
teger a los manifestantes civiles
de los ataques de El Asad, pero el
entendimiento entre ese Eloque
politico fraccionado —que, ade-
mds, no estd en el origen de lare-
vuelta- y esa fuerza militar con
vocacion unitaria ha ido a menos.

Desde que el 28 de enero se
desinflé la mision de observado-
res de la Liga Arabe, Qatar y Ara-
bia Saudi insisten en que hay que
armar a la rebelion. Pese a todos
los rumores de trafico de armas,
los sublevados no parecen dispo-
ner de las minimas necesarias.e
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O casal presidencial: ela encomenda lustres e castic¢ais de Paris, ele compra musica nos EUA

‘E-mails’ mostram como
revolta nao afeta os Assad

Siria. No aniversdrio da revolta, grupo de oposi¢ao intercetou trés mil
documentos que desvelam ligacoes internacionais e gostos caros

ALBANO MATOS

No diaem que o regimesirio pos
dezenas de milhares de pessoas
nas ruas emapoio de Hafez al-As-
sad, assinalando a suamaneirao
primeiro aniversario do inicio da
revolta popular, o didrio britanico
The Guardianrevelou dezenas de
e-mailsdo Presidente, parte dos
cercade trés mil documentos a
que garante ter tido acesso.

Os e-mailsterao sido interceta-
dosentre junho de 2011 e feverei-
rode 2012 porumgrupo de oposi-
¢ao, o Conselho Supremo da Revo-
lucao, comaajuda de uma “tou-
peira” no circulo de Assad. Dos
textos nao sobressaem grandes
novidades em matéria de objeti-
vos, formulagao de estratégias ou
manobras taticas de combate aos
revoltosos internos ou as criticas
crescentes da chamada comuni-
dadeinternacional; mas eles sao

reveladores do desconcerto deum
regime que tardou em encontrar
asrespostas que consideravamais
eficazes ao desafio de uma oposi-
¢aomobilizada com meios ines-
peradamente superiores aos de re-
voltas anteriores. Além disso, da
leitura dos e-mailsrevelados pelo
Guardiandestacam-se aindacom
clarezaasligacoes internacionais
do Presidente com paises e perso-
nalidades que o aconselham siste-
maticamente. E ainda visivel a
vidaluxuosa (e, em certa medida,
descontraida) que o casal Assad
continuavaa manter, apesar das
san¢oes internacionais emvigor
desde maio de2011.

Este dltimo talvez seja o aspeto
mais chocante: os e-mailsem que
asenhoraAssad, Asma, encomen-
dava a Paris casticais, velas e lus-
tres por mais de 12 mil euros e
pedia aum colaborador que lhe
comprasse um fonduena Ama-
zon. Paracontornar abarreira das

san¢oes, Asma utilizava uma em-
presacom base no Dubai e escri-
torio em Londres. O marido, por
suavez, servia-se de alguém, nos
Estados Unidos, para comprar
musicaeaplicagoes doiTunes.

Os e-mails provam também a
importancia do embaixador do
Irdo na definicdo das respostas a
revolta e aimportancia do papel
desempenhado porumempresa-
riolibanés, Hussein Mortada, in-
termedidrio entre Assad, oIrdo e o
Hezbollah. Alguns conselhos da-
dos ao Presidente: que mande
ocupar as pracas nas horas mais
importantes dodia (entreas 15 e
as 21) para evitar a concentracao
de manifestantes; que, num deter-
minado discurso, deve usar uma
linguagem “poderosaeviolenta” e
agradecer o “apoio dos Estados
amigos” (eufemismo para desi-
gnaro Irdo).

Nas ruas, este primeiro aniver-
sario darevoltafoi fundamental-
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Rebeldes ameacam matar
em publico general sirio

Assad aconselhou-se
com o Irao sobre

a melhor forma de
reprimir a revolucao

Fatima Mariano
fmariano@jn.pt

OS REBELDES sirios ameaca-
ram, ontem, executar em pu-
blico o general Naim Jalil Oda
~capturadonaveéspera duran-
te uma operacao em Duma-
caso o regime nao liberte, até
amanha, os cidadaos detidos
nasede dosServicosde Inteli-
génciaAéreadaquelalocalida-
de.Nodiaem que se assinalou
o primeiro ano da revolta po-
pular, onumero dois do Exér-
cito Livre da Siria avisou que
“este és0 0comego” e que po-
derao repetir-se acoes deste
tipo, segundoaagénciadeno-
ticias espanhola Efe.
Aqueles servicos secretos
sao considerados osque repri-
mem com maior brutalidade
as manifestagoes populares
contra oregime de Assad.
Também ontem, o jornal

A ONU calcula que pelo menos
30 mil refugiados passaram as
fronteiras devido aos combates
na Siria, desde o inicio das
manifestacoes e estima em
200 mil deslocados dentro
da Siria

TURQUIA

Ontem, mil refugiados
sirios cruzaram a

LIBANO
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Human Rights

Watch diz que as forcas
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britanico “The Guardian” re-
velou o conteudo de diversos
e-mails recebidos e enviados
pelo presidente sirio e pela
mulher, Asma, intercetados

pormembrosdo Conselho Su-
premo da Revolucao entre ju-
nhodo ano passado e feverei-
rodesteano. Segundoojormnal,
Assad ter-se-a aconselhado
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comTeeraosobreamelhores-
tratégia para reprimir asmani-
festagoes antigovernamen-
tais. Em resposta, foi aconse-
lhado a urtilizar uma lingua-
gem “poderosa e violenta”ea
mostrar respeito pelo apoio
dos “estados amigos”.

Os mais de trés mil docu-
mentos revelam uma familia
totalmente isolada dos acon-
tecimentos — que ja provoca-
ram a morte a mais de nove
mil pessoas e uma vaga dere-
fugiados -eque continuaaali-
mentar uma vida de luxo. A
mulher de Assad gastou mi-
lharesdedolaresna comprade
produtos de design através da
Internet, enquanto o presi-
dente comprou musica atra-
vésdoiTunes.

O Observatorio Sirio para os
Direitos Humanos, com sede
em Londres, afirmou terem
sido encontrados 23 corpos
junto a Idlib (controlada des-
de quarta-feira pelasforcas do
regime), comsinaisevidentes
de tortura. As vitimas, que es-
tavam vendadas e algemadas,
foram mortas com uma bala
nacabeca. @
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Entre musicas country e declaracoes
de amor, 0s Assad vivem em negacao

Trés mil mensagens enviadas e recebidas
pelo casal presidencial mostram um lider
ora nostalgico ora em negacao.

E comprovam que re

cebe conselhos

de responsaveis iranianos

Siria

Um dia depois de ter ordenado o
bombardeamento da cidade de
Homs, que logo nas primeiras ho-
ras fez 200 mortos, a 4 de Fevereiro,
Bashar al-Assad enviou por email &
mulher aletra de uma cangdo coun-
try do norte-americano Blake Shel-
ton, acompanhada do ficheiro audio
que descarregara do iTunes. “Tenho
andado desgostoso/ A pessoa em que
me tornei/ Nao € quem quero ser”,
ouve-se nos primeiros versos.

Antes, a 29 de Dezembro,
mana em que os monitores da Liga
Arabe chegaram ao pais para tentar
impor um cessar-fogo, o Presidente
siria partilhou com uma das suas
conselheiras, Hadeel al-Ali, um vi-
deo do YouTube que ridiculariza a
incapacidade dos enviados arabe
para descobrirem os tanques do re-
gime. No video, um edificio de Homs
sio quatro bolachas empilhadas e o
tanque € um carro de brincar com
uma colher de sobremesa a fazer de
canhao. “Hahahahahah, OMG!!! Isto
€ fantastico”, responde Ali.

Estes emails sdo duas entre trés
mil mensagens electronicas a que
activistas da oposi¢ao conseguiram
aceder pirateando as contas privadas
de Bashar e de Asma al-Assad. O dia-
rio britanico Guardian, que recebeu
os ficheiros, contactou dezenas de
pessoas comas (]\ldi\ o Cil\i] se cor-
respondeu ou que sio referi
mensagens e concluiu que nao tém
razoes para desconfiar da origem.

Deixando de fora informacoes ou
fotos pessoais, o jornal considerou
relevantes “as provas de que Assad
ao”. Paraalém
a1dabrutal re-
pressio exercida pelo regime contra
o povo” acredita que também tém
interesse publico “o panorama por-
menorizado dos segredos do circulo
interno de Assad que os emails ofe-
recem, e a forma como a sua mulher
consegue manter o seu luxuoso esti
lo de vida”, enquanto a ONU estima
que 1,4 milhdes de sirios precisam de
ajuda alimentar urgente.

Ja desconfiavamos que os Assad

1s nas

recebe assessoriado|l

disso, “da

vivessem em negacao. Relatos de jor-
nalistas que visitaram Damasco nos
altimos meses sugeriam que Bashar
continuaa jantar fora, por exemplo.
Sempre que fala aos sirios, o Presi-
dente insiste estar a combater “ter-
roristas” e saber que “a vitoria esta
proxima”. Asma deixou de aparecer
e até surgiram rumores de que dei-
Xara a Siria. Mas com o pais aferroe
fogo, vimo-los, sorridentes, votarem
juntos no referendo constitucional
Lll.‘ 26 dL’ I"L'\'L‘l'('il'( ).

O retrato que os emails permitem
fazer parece confirmar o estado de
negacdo, de que as luxuosas enco-
mendas de Asma sao exemplo; alter-
nado com momentos de melancolia
e vitimizagao - sugerida, por exem-
plo, pela letra da cangdo de Shelton

, € com momentos de consciéncia
de perigo. Um dia depois de Assad
partilhar o video dos tanques, Asma
enviou ao marido op¢oes para co-
letes a prova de bala disfarcados de
blazer e de casaco desportivo.

Oferta de exilio

Para além das amigas, de vendedo-
res e da familia, Asma correspon-
de-se com a filha do emir do Qatar,
Mayassa al-Thani, a Gnica que tenta
acorda-la para a realidade. “O meu
pai continua a ver o Presidente As-
sad como amigo, apesar das tensoes
actuais. A oportunidade para uma
mudanga real perdeu-se ha muito
tempo. Fecha-se uma oportunidade
e abrem-se outras - € espero que nao
seja demasiado tarde para reflectir e
sair do estado de negagao”, escreveu
Thani a Asma a 10 de Dezembro.

O Qatar tem sido, com a Arabia
Saudita, o pais arabe mais duro com
Assad. Em Janeiro, foi o primeiro Es-
tado a pedir uma intervengao militar
be para por fim a repressao que o
regime tem imposto a populagio.

“Se formos fortes juntos, vamos
ultrapassar isto juntos... Amo-te...”,
escreve Asma a Bashar no fim de De-
zembro. Nio é possivel saber se a
mensagem tem a ver com a situagio
no pais ou com algum acontecimen-
to intimo do casal. Mas ja em Janeiro,
Thani volta a escrever a primeira-
dama e desta vez, ofe exilio ao
casal. “Tenho seguido os ultimos

3 - s
Membros do Exército Livre da Siria mortos por milicias |

“Se formos fortes
juntos, vamos
ultrapassar isto
juntos... Amo-te...”,

Asma al-Assad
Email enviado no fimde
Dezembro ao Presidente sirio

7

a

acontecimentos e... com toda a ho-
nestidade - olhando para a historia

vemos dois resultados - ou os lideres
abandonam o poder e procuram exi-
lio politico ou sdo brutalmente ataca-
dos. [...] Rezo para que convenca o
Presidente a aceitar a oportunidade
de sair sem enfrentar acusagoes. |...]
Tenho a certeza de que ha muitos
sitios possiveis, incluindo Doha.”

Jornalistas europeus
Também ja inhamos percebido que
Jashar se tem inspirado no pai, re-
correndo as mesmas tactic
terra queimada e usando unidades
militares nas quais confia em abso-
luto parz
emails sugerem que, tal como Ha-
fez, Bashar criou um nucleo duro de
conselheiros proximos com os quais
partilha o que oculta de todos os ge-
nerais e chefes dos servigos secre-
tos - pessoas de quem precisa, mas
que, tendo em conta o seu proprio

as de

s missoes dificeis. Estes
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poder, seriao capaz
E entio, “entre amigos” e atrav
de contas de email pessoais, que
Bashar procura e recebe conselhos
para os seus discursos, incluindo ira-
nianos, ou avisos sobre a situacao.
Em Dezembro, antes de um ¢
curso, os seus conselheiros de me-
dia prepararam uma longa lista de
temas, baseando-se em “consultas
com varias pessoas, incluindo os con-
selheiros do embaixador iraniano”.
Hussein Mortada, um empresario
libanés com lagos a Teerdo, insiste
com Bashar para que deixe de culpar
aAl-Qaeda pela violéncia, defenden-
do que é “contraproducente”, e ex-
plicando que esta em contacto com o
Irdo e com o Hezbollah libanés, e que
ambos partilham esta opiniao.
Khaled al-Ahmed, que parece ser
conselheiro especial para as reg
de Homs e Idlib, onde a oposicao ao
regime € maior, avis:
jornalistas europeus “entraram na

ssad de que
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zona atravessando a fronteira liba-

nesa”. A reporter do Sunday Times
Marie Colvin e o fotojornalista fran-
cés Rémi Ochlick foram mortos em
Homs num bombardeamento do
regime a 22 de Fevereiro.

Os emails param antes do ataque.
0 qltimo € de 7 de Fevereiro, altura
em que o grupo de hackers Anony-
mous revelou a existéncia desta con-
tado Presidente e em que as contas
de Bashar e de Asma deixaram de
receber e de enviar mensagens.

Sobre as reformas politicas que
Bashar tem anunciado repetida-
mente como solugio para por fimao
conflito, a sua opinido fica clara num
email enviado a Asma. Em Julho, esta
screve-lhe que estara despachada
as 17h. “Esta é melhor reforma que
qualquer pais pode ter, tu dizeres-
me onde vais estar”, responde o Pre-
sidente. “Vamos adoptar isto em vez
das leis da treta de partidos, para as
eleicoes e para os media...”

4500

euros é oprecode um parde sapatos

Christian Louboutinaque Asmase
refere num email. Respondeuma

amiga: “Infelizmente, pensoque nao

serdo lteis proximamente”.

Turquia pondera zona-tampao
para gerir vaga de refugiados

A Turquia levantou a possibilidade
de criar, com a colaboragdo da Liga
Arabe, uma “zona-tampio” no inte-
rior da Siria para assim fazer frente
ao crescente nimero de refugiados
que tém passado a fronteira.

Apesar das minas colocadas pelo
regime de Bashar al-Assad, s6 en-
tre quarta e quinta-feira pelo menos
mil sirios chegaram a Turquia, em
fuga dos ataques das for¢as do regi-
me contra as Zonas em que vivem.
Segundo o porta-voz do Ministério
dos Negocios Estrangeiros de An-
cara, Selcuk Unal, entre os ultimos
fugitivos esta um general, o sétimo
oficial de alta patente que se sabe
ter desertado.

“Preparamo-nos para qualquer
cenario”, disse Unal numa confe-
réncia de imprensa. Oficialmente,
o numero de refugiados esta perto
dos 15 mil - s6 na Turquia; dezenas
de milhares de sirios fugiram para
o Libano e para a Jordania. “A ex-
pectativa € de que o nimero cresga.
0 que pedimos € o fim da situagao
politica e de inseguranca que leva
as pessoas a fugir. Mas de momento
nao vemos que isso va acontecer.”

0 recente aumento dos refugiados
nesta fronteira esta ligado as ope-
racoes do regime contra cidades e
vilas na provincia de Idlib.

0 que a Turquia tem muita
experiéncia neste campo. A cria¢io
de uma zona-tampao é uma das op-
¢Oes para os proximos tempos”, afir-
mou o vice-primeiro-ministro, Besir
Atalay, numa entrevista a televisa
turca NTV. Ancara ja fez o mesmo ao
longo da fronteira com o Iraque no
inicio dos anos 1990, quando deze-
nas de milhares de iraquianos fugi-
ram para territorio turco.

No dia em que se assinalou um
ano de revolta, ndo houve apenas
sirios a tentar chegar a Turquia. Um
“comboio da liberdade” composto
por centenas de activistas, na maio-
ria sirios exilados, foi impedido pe-
las autoridades turcas de alcancar
a fronteira e de entrar na Siria. A
ajuda humanitaria que transporta-
vam foi, em vez disso, entregue para
ser distribuida nos varios campos de
refugiados da zona.

Considerando-se fortalecido pelas
recentes vitorias militares — as ope-
racoes em Idlib seguem-se a tomada

de controlo de Homs — o regime as-
sinalou o 15 de Marco com manifes-
tacoes de apoio, principalmente na
capital, Damasco.

Ao mesmo tempo que milhares de
sirios agitavam bandeiras nacionais
e russas (e cartazes onde se agrade-
cia a “Moscovo o seu apoio”) e re-
tratos do Presidente Assad, as forcas
que lhe continuam leais intensifica-
vam a sua ofensiva em Idlib, matan-
do 13 pessoas, e dispersavam com
gas lacrimogéneo varias manifesta-
¢oes contra o Governo, incluindo
em bairros de Damasco e de Alepo,
a segunda cidade mais importante
do pais.

Ao todo, as organizagcoes nao-go-
vernamentais sirias estimam que a
violéncia do tiltimo ano matou ja no-
ve mil pessoas, a maioria civis.

Em Nova lorque, o secretario-
geral da ONU nao quis deixar em

"."
»

s

branco a data, exprimindo a sua “so-
lidariedade com o povo sirio e as su-
as aspiracoes legitimas a dignidade,
liberdade e justica”. “E urgente por
fim ao ciclo de violéncia, as opera-
¢coes militares contra os civis e evitar
uma maior militariza¢io do confli-
to”, afirmou Ban Ki-moon, apelando
ainda a Assad para colaborar com o
enviado especial da ONU e da Liga
Arabe para a Siria, Kofi Annan.

Annan visitou Damasco no fim-
de-semana e deixou ao lider sirio
uma série de propostas, as quais
o regime ja respondeu. Hoje, An-
nan dara conta dessas respostas
aos membros do Conselho de Se-
guranga.

Para ja, o regime nao parece ter
sequer concordado com o acesso hu-
manitario sem limites as zonas mais
afectadas que tinha sido pedido.
Uma equipa das Na¢oes Unidas vai
participar pela primeira vez numa
visita a algumas cidades, incluindo
Homs, Hama e Deraa, para avaliar
as necessidades da populacdo. Mas
a visita sera liderada pelo Governo
de Assad. S.L.

Séentre4.2e 5.2
pelo menos mil
sirioschegaram

| aTurquia,em

| fugadosataques
! contraaszonas
emque vivem
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‘A good chance to leave’

.. the Qatar1 email
message to Mrs Assad

By Adrian Blomfield and David Blair

A FROSTY email exchange between Syr-
ia’s first lady and the Emir of Qatar’s
daughter has lifted the veil on what
appears to have been a secret diplomatic
initiative to persuade President Bashar
al-Assad to go into exile.

As a scion of the Qatari royal family,
which has been more hostile to the Syr-
ian regime than any other Arab govern-
ment, Sheikha Mayassa al-Thani might
seem an unusual choice to open a private
channel of communication with the
Assad family.

But the 14th child of the Emir of Qatar
appears to have been in regular email
contact with Asma al-Assad, the Syrian
leader’s British-born wife. The two
women were clearly friends, perhaps
arising from the holidays the Assad fam-
ily would occasionally take in Doha, the
Qatari capital, before the uprising,

"Dear Asma.” wrote Sheikha Mayassa
on Dec 7 last year. “In a recent trip to
Turkey, the wife of the pm asked for your
email address: she would like to write to
vou. I said id ask you first...best - m.”

Remembering how Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, the Turkish prime minister, has
publicly denounced her husband, Mrs
Assad gave a cold reply. *1 would prefer
she did not get my email - T use this
account only for family and friends. It
would be difficult at this stage to consider
herin either category after the insults they
have directed towards the president.”

But Sheikha Mayassa, 28, gently per-
sisted. “How can [ help you?" she wrote
again to Mrs Assadl.

“I can’t imagine you agree with what is
going on - you've done such great work,
it can't all be lost on the basis of weeks of
bad policy.”

In her final email, part of a trove

obtained by the Arabic news service Al
Arabiva and The Guardian, she appeared
to offer the Assad family sanctuary in
Qatar. I honestly think that this is a good
opportunity to leave and re-start a nor-
mal life - it can’t be easy on the children,
it can’t be easy on you,” she writes.

*I only pray that vou will convince the
president to take this as an opportunity
to exit without having to face charges - |
am sure vou have many places to tum to,
including Doha,”

There is no sign of a response to this
final email. dated Jan 30, suggesting that
Sheikha Mayassa misjudged Mrs Assad’s
mood and that Syria’s first lady remained
stubbornly loyal to her husband.

These messages were exchanged
despite the fact that Qatar closed its
embassy in Syria and recalled its ambas-
sador on July 17 last year. While having
no formal diplomatic ties with Damas-
cus, Qatar’s ruling family kept open this
channel to Syria with the apparent aim of
using Mrs Assad, 36, to ease her hushand
out of power ind into exile.

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman and
Kuwait all announced vesterday they
would follow suit by closing their own
embassies.

“The Assads had often been in Qatar
and they had established channels of
communication with the al-Thanis
[Qatar’s royal family].” said Kristian
Coates Ulrichsen, a Gulf specialist at the
London School of Economics. “This was
clearly an attempt to find a backchannel
to communicate and try and resolve the
issue under the table.”

Other emails betray the irony that Mrs
Assad spent much of her time shopping
online, notably from Harrods, which is
effectively owned by Qatar.

Theodore Dalrymple: Page 25
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otne ten are bor evil. sone
achieve evil, and some have evil
Umu upon them. Bashar al-Assad
of Syria falls ito the third
category: but from the point of
view of his victins, it hardly matters. For
them, evil is evil and death is death. The
psychological origins of a man's crimes
don’t make themn Jess real or horrible to
those who suffer frotm them.
The emails exchanged between the
Syréan dictator. his wife s teir
Je., published by the
Graandian this week with good but not
Tegally witertight evidence that they are
¢, are: those of i band of people
jcally insulated from the h.mljup\
and horroes of their own country and who
are given alternately 1o self-pitying
sentumentality and aallous flippancy. In
other w

in the court of

Bashar
The science of physiogron
detecting character mn the face
e an exict one, bt we
en judgin
you look at pictures of Assad you see o
weak man, whom you would e \p1 «ttoben
pettifogger rather than a boute. But push a
pettifogger to the wall and he is capable of
the greatest obdurncy, which is the strength
of the weak. A comered rat. that normally
resides incogaito, is  ferocous and
dangerous beast, even if he remains in
essence weak and highly valnerable.

Bashar al-Assad was never intended for
the dictatorship. Th e wiis reserved for
his far more extrovert, s h
vicious brother who, hmn\u was killed in
a car accident caused by his typica
intempernnte driving man who knows
from an eady age that he will inherit
suprene power is inclined to believe that
even the kaws of physics will bend to his
will, and that he can therefore drive like o
lunatic with irspunity. Bashar was not like
this: on the contrary. hy. retiving
ud anxious to succeed in his mm
profession, that of ophthalmol

When he was in London e -xnul\g his
profession, therefore, he made no waves:
he lived modestly if comfortably: by all
accounts he was a quiet, polite and careful
doctor who was nice 1o his patients and
respectiul of his senjors. It is even probable
that when he retumed to
apparent he harboured geninely reformist
nLA aud entions.

that of
s by 1o
1l instinctively

But onee he returned home, the logic
the situstion wis all a
wats a brutal, vicic s murderer, the
leader of a brutal, vicious, mass-trdering
political movement. If Bashar had been o
strong and brave man, he would have
refused the poisoned chalice; bat, having
aceepted it, he had to drain it to the dregs.
Latin Americun gangsters give people &
pata o plovno, silver or lead. money

 his entire group.
His wife, the beautiful, educated,
anglicised daughter of a successful §
physician exiled in London. was no
destined by natuge for the role of dictator's
r that of dictator. Her
metamorphasis from Mrs Assad to Eva
Peron and then to Elena Ceausescu was by
a process not altogether of her doosing,
Furthermore, power not only u:n\l;:hl!l‘
nwd

insulates from reality, both phy:
moral.

Bad actions come to be pati
ecessary md then even as good.
the same time:,
apprehension that
altogether ded, however strong the
forces of self-deception. So when | read
that Assad had sent his wife the lyrics of a
saccharine and sentimentally self-pitying
country and western song, Blake Shelton’s
God Gave Me You, I was not surprised: it
ruwnnnl\ true to his N.lwf-.-& and his
situat

I've bern a salking heartache,

['ve made a mess of me,

The person that I've been lately

Adn't acdio | soanma be.
ther of his fivourites, apparently, is

e Can't Go Wiong by the Cover Gids, a
song with the following lines:

SICKLY SWEET,

AND DEADLY

Reports that President Assad sent his wife sentimental pop lyrics come as 1o
surprise to Theodore Dalrymple. It perfectly fits the profile of a modern despot

| becusse of anythi

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

There was a time when things wer better
than the way they are foday,

But v forgot the votes toe made and love
got kot along the oy

Psychobabble, then, meets nuthlessness.
The viggue and imprecise confession that
things were not supposed to tum out like
this & certadnly not intended as a
confession that they tumed out fike: this
hat [ did, but to
exculpate e from the suspicion, including
ny oaviy, of being & bad man.

1 other words, Bashar al-Assad reveals
himself as wl of Baathist Mr Blair,
infinitely nastier because of the polit
tradlitions and sitwation of the country in
which he finds himself. You can just frear
him saying, Blairishly, “Surely you can't
llmmlm Tordered the deaths «
pl least not unless 1 thow
vessary for the good of my country
.u.l the rest of humanity.”

This is all very sick, but it is not the
pathology of the Middle E
what happens when the
psychology of the R
¥ tter what [ do or how I behave
inmer goodness, my original vidue, renidns
intact). which since the 19605 has become
50 profoundly Westem, intersects with
vile political teadition.

As for the Assads” sumptuary
expenditure, on such things as vises,
chandeliers and jewellery, in the midst of
their country’s increasing penury. there is
nothing ot all surprising about it. The
Marquis de Custine, in his lm(»kml Russia
in 1839, remarked on the te
despotisms 1o demand extie
10 bring forth trifles, but at
monarchs usually (not always, of course)
had taste, and cre: I monments of
lasting acsthetic

Modern xhd.llnr\ W lm lnck the
legitinuacy conferred by the hereditary
pomciple even when they inberit their
dictatorship, but rely instead on demotic
and denagogic self-justifications, g
2o for the most obvious kitsch, Whol
Books have been written on this subject:

mtemporary
al-Me (the notion that,

nneth Clark. It is a striking L-mh 0 n--l @
. oL 1o tsatter the
money and effort, has left
monunent of any lsting
aesthetic value, unbike 1
incompetent and nincomyx
In short, dictators and their consorts
behave, at beast from the point of view of
interior decoration and the other trappings
of success, like footballess” wives who have
been clevated into a position in which the
ilability of money excrts
on their fant: asy of the good life. If you want
1o bathe: in an vory bath with platinum
taps, th just send out for one, even if
it has to be to the utterinost ends of the
carth (in practice, usually Paris or Harcods).
And such is the wickedness of the huuun
miind, that extreme luxury is the n
enjoyable in proportion to the lw-hhqm-(
Ise. Who wants to be a
ne else s a billlonadee?
waardd for their own
it they deny to r\uyuwl
Kl I,

Dictitors often
(1-||s|!xl| ion W

. 7, C
ulvl others, |mn|l||r
Hollywoodd, but of
own Kitschy retreats. For Kim "u ere Was Do
Iu\\m or pleasure, than drinking a
while two million s
e sturving, No doubit his tastes
e ever more mrefied as the condition
cteriomted.
in the West no reason to be
tus consider the following
Is, s repodted in

“Check out this video on YouTube.”

'Huh.nh.nh ahishahi, OMG! This is
amazing!

This could be any two young members of
classes commumicating
with one another by emadl. [n fact, itis
Bashar al-Assad and his wife, Shallowness
is international, and if I may be permitted a
Sum Goldwyn pardar, getting deeper

Theodon Dalrynple is the author of ‘Spoilt
Rotten: Taxic Sentimentality’, (Gibson Squar,
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@® Syrian leader
advised by Iran
during uprising

@ President
privately mocked
promised reforms

® Wife spent
thousands on
internet shopping

Robert Booth
Mona Mahmood
Luke Harding

Bashar al-Assad took advice from Iran on
how tohandletheuprisingagainst hisrule,
according to a cache of what appear to be
several thousand emailsreceived and sent
by the Syrian leader and his wife.

The Syrian leader was also briefed in
detailabout the presence of western jour-
nalists in the Baba Amr district of Homs
andurged to “tighten thesecurity grip” on
the opposition-held city in November.

The revelations are contained in more
than3,000documentsthatactivistssayare
emails downloaded from privateaccounts
belong to Assad and his wife Asma.

The messages, seen by the Guardian,
aresaid tohavebeen intercepted by mem-
bersof the opposition Supreme Council of
the Revolution group between June and
carly February.

The documents, which emerge on the
first anniversary of the rebellion that has
seenmore than 8,000 Syrians killed, paint
aportraitofa first family remarkably insu-
lated from the mounting crisis and con-
toenjoy aluxurious lifestyle.

They appear to show the president’s
wife spending thousands of dollars over
the internet for designer goods while he
swaps entertaining internet links on his
iPad and downloads music from iTunes.

As the world watched in horror at the
brutal suppression of protests across the
country and many Syrians faced food
shortages, Mrs Assad spent more than
£10,000 oncandlesticks, tablesand chan-
deliers from Paris and instructed an aide
toorder a fondue set from Amazon.

TheGuardian hasmadeextensiveefforts
to authenticate the emails by checking
contentsagainst established factsand con
tacting 10 individuals whose correspond-
ence appears in the cache. These checks
suggest the messages are genuine, but it
has not been possible to verify every one.

The emails also appear toshow that:
® Assad established a network of trusted

guardian

Exclusive: secret emails lift lid
on life of Assad’s inner circle

onanew

o
Bashar al-Assad, accompanied by his wife Asma, casts his vote during a
February. The emails appear to show a couple remarkably detached from the mounting crisis in Syria Photog PA/SA

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

in Damascus this

Jul6,2011,2:29 pm,
ak@alshahba.com wrote:
will be finished at Spm.
loveu

sam@alshahba.com replied:
This is the best reform any
country can have that u told
me whe | you be,
going to adopt it instead of
the rubbish laws of parties,
elections, media...

aideswhoreporteddirectlytohimthrough
his “private” email account - bypassing
both his powerful clan and the country’s
security apparatus.
® Assad made light of reforms he had
promised in an attempt to defuse the cri-
sis, referring to “rubbish laws of parties,
elections, media”,
® A daughter of the emir of Qatar, Hamid
bin Khalifa al-Thani, this year advised
Mr and Mrs Assad to leave Syria and sug-
gested Doha may offer them exile.
® Assad sidestepped extensive US sanc-
tions against him by using a third party
with a US address to make purchases of
music and apps from Apple’s iTunes.
@ A Dubai-based company, al-Shahba,
with aregistered office in Londonis a key
conduit for Syrian government business
and private purchases of Mrs Assad.
Activists say they were passed user-
name and password details believed
to have been used by the couple by a
mole in the president’s inner circle. The
email addresses used the domain name
alshahba.com, agroup of companies used
by theregime, They say the details allowed
uninterrupted access to the two inboxi
until the leak was discovered in February.
The emails appear to show how Assad
»mbled aides to advise him on media
gy and how to posi himselfinthe
face ofincreasing criticism of his regime’s
attempts to crush the uprising, which is
now thought to have left 10,000 dead.
Activists say they were able to monitor
the inboxes of Assad and his wife in real
time for several months. In several cases
they claim to have used information to

varn colleagues in Damas-
cus of imminent regime 4-7))
moves against them,

The access continued until 7 February,
when a threatening email arrived in the

Continued on page 5
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Asma Assad

P

for £10,000-

worth of tables,
candlesticks,

and chandeliers

from Paris in
February

She and friends
discussed designes
shoes by Christian

Louboutin, worth
thousands of

pounds a pair

Haul of messages show extraordinary buying habits of first
lady as country is rocked by her husband's crackdown

Robert Booth and Luke Harding

As the international community
d to absorb lln bloodiest
episode yet in St stal crack-
down in Homs, Bashar 3
Damascus composing a private email to
his wife, according to a cache of what
appear to be nu|I~ Imm the Syrian first
couple obt @ Guardian

Itwass h-mu.uv 2, and the
previous day the president’s artillery
had pounded the restive city as never
before, killing several hundred civilians
and blowing up a makeshift hospital,
according to opposition activists, In
the capital, government forces report
edly 100k the lives of about a dozen
mourners at a funesal. The UN security
council was drawing up plans to act
against the dictatorship.

But Assad’s email, using the pseudo-
nym Sam, reflected none of the bloody
turmoil facing his country, In a bizarre
Iy from the Syrian
wife the lyrics of a
I3 western song by us
singer Blake Shelton, and th
downloaded from ITunes.

Laden with self-pity, the communica
tion appeared to exemplify the cocooned
life of denial that Assad, his family and
inner circle were leading while the coun-
try erupted. The first verse reads: “['ve
en a walking heartache / I've made a
mess of me / The person that I've been
lately / Ain"t who ] wanna be.”

The note was one of dozens rev
ina cache of what Syrian activists claim
are emails from the inboxes of
and his wife, Asma, that exp
Assad’s coterie continued to
J;Jldmduf style insulated f
ter around them.

The emails appear to show how tens
of thousands of dollars were spent in
internet shopping sprees on handmade
furniture from Chelsea boutiques.
lens of thousands more were lavished
on gold and gem-encrusted jewellery,
chandeliers, expensive curtains and
to be shipped to the Middle
le the country was rocked by
n on dissent, his inner
ned about the possibil
‘getting hold of a copy of Harry Pot-
nd the Deathly Hall Part1l, ora
chocolate fondue set.

The details of the Assads” high livin
are likely to infuriate many Syrians
have had to negotiate shortages and
other hardships in conflict-hit a
the country. Anger over the profligacy

Video shared

audio file

od

0n19 July 2011, at18.36pm,

AK wrote:

Hello DXXXXXX]

Socry | took so long to reply, but
1 have only just got back the final
requests for the beautiful lips:

1 Turquoise with yeltow gold dia-
monds and small pave on side

1 Cornatine with yellow gold dia-
monds and small pave on side

1 Full Black Onyx with yellow gold
diamonds and small pave on side
1 Amethyst with white gold dia-
monds and small pave on side.
Many thanks, 332

0n 19 July 2011, at 11:48pm,
[XXXXXX] wrote:

Dear Asma,

The workshop is closing , 50 | can
taunch your order mid Jugust 1o
get it done by mid september not
before, tell me if it is ok. What do
you call small pave ? the “one” dia-
mand a5 a Marilyn Monroe mole?

of leaders’ families has been a feature of
revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya,
On 19 July 2011, Asma al-Assad could
be found placing orders with her cousin
Amal for jowellery ma nall Paris
workshop. She requested four necklaces
“1 turquoise with yellow gold diamonds
and a small pave on side” as w
naline, “full black onyx™ and “amethyst
with white gold diamonds™ of similar
design. Amal replied that she would
“launch” the order in mid-August with
aview 1o getting it done “by mid-Sep-
tember”. On 23 July 2011 Asma said she
didn’t mind the delay and added self-
deprecatin, absolutely clueless
when it comes to fine jewellery!* She
signed offas Kisses to you

n-lh- family's London-based fixer
Soulieman Marouf, and added: “Pls can

Monitors' hunt for tanks mocked

0On 29 December, in the week Arab
League monitors arrived in the country
and shortly after activists released film
of Syrian army tanks in Homs, Bashas al-
Assad appears to have shared a YouTube
video with his one of his closest advis-
ers that lampoons the monitors for their
inability to spot regime armour.
“Check out this video on YouTube,’
Assad wrote to his media adviser,
Hadeel al-Ali, using the sam@alshahba.
count. “Hahahahahahaha,
This is amazing!” she responded.
ybody was talking about Ghalion
and his theory about the tanks.
By Ghalion she meant Burhan
Ghalioun, the leader of the opposi-
tion Syrian National Council, who had
remarked that Arab League observers'
movements were being restricted.
The regime was reported to have hid-
den some of its tanks during the Arab

League's visit to Homs. In the folir-
minute video, which appears to have
been produced by a regime sympathiser
tolampoon both Ghalioun and the Arab
League mission, a toy car crudely modi-
fied to look like a tank shoots at a pile
ofbiscuits that represents a collapsing
Homs tower block. Enter the moni-
tor - represented by a plastic toy man
who bears a passing resemblance to the
Fat Controller in the Thomas the Tank
Engine books. The toy “tank” is then
disguised by having its barrel removed.
“Now, as the Arab monitor comes to
check whether the Syrian regime has.
complied with the Arab initiatives or
not.. He does not know what is going
on,” the voiceover says, concluding:
“This is a short summary about the way
to hide a tank and inshallah we will do
more videosin the series 1o e
more tricks by the Syrian 1

5.2 COt-

abdulka see if this available at Harrods to
arder - they have a sale at the moment.”
Marouf replied with good news: “He
bought it. Got 15% discount. Delivery 10
s.” He added: “Today you should
be receiving an Armani light ... If you
need anything else please let me know.”

The emails suggest a woman preoc-
cupied with shopping - but also with an
eye for abargain, She was ¢a
back VAT on luxury
Damascus, it emerges,
when a consignment of table lamps
went missing in China. Emails sent from
her personal account also concern the
fate of a bespoke table, after it arrived
with two “right* panels instead of a
tight and a Jeft one. More than 50 emails
toand from the UK d

Some of Asma al-Assad's prospective
purchases arouse polite comment from
her friends, On 3 February 2012, she was
browsing the internet for luxury shoes,
according to an email titled “Christian
Louboutin shoes coming shortly™.

She wrote to friends sharing details of
new shoes on offer, including a pair of
nerusted 16cm high heels cost-
She asked: “Does anything

catch your eye - these pieces are not
made for general public.” One friend
replied: “1 don’t think they
useful any time soon unfortunately.

Most jarring were the occasions when
the world was hearing news of the worst
incidents of violence and bloodshed
and the Assad family could be found
shopping or joking online, often using
pseudonyms. An adviser 1o the Assad
inner circle, Lamis Omar, appeared to
acknowledge that the first couple risked
seeming too detached and sent Assad
alink toan article in the US magazine
Businessweek that described the presi-
dent's “life in a cocoon™

Emails from the Syrian first lady's
account are typically signed off with

AAN" - corresponding to Asma al-Assad
or “Alia Kayall”, which is the name of
the secretary whose identity activists
believe Asma hid behind. [n email corre-
spondence with shops in Paris and Lon-
don, the signoff “Alia” predominates.

1n July, "Alia” is found placing an
order for about £10,000 worth of can-
dlesticks, tables and chandeliers to be
shipped froma Paris designer through
astate company in Dubai. In early
November, as protests continued, a Lon-
don art dealer received a message asking
about the availability and price of works
costing between £5,000 and £35,000
each. In late January “Alia” unpacked
a pair of bedside tables shipped from a
Chelsea cabinet maker, only to discc
amistake, She complained they had
“different finishes and they have differ

1s said they were
unaware that the woman behind the
email account was Syria's first lady. Tony
1, who runs nw\;wwxunmuu»

November nw table cost £6,
no idea,” Carpenter said. “She
London address. The furniture went to
Dubai, Tassumex dm.~|nh\nw|ln-hu'
rpenter added:
rming lady to deal with. I spoke

to her once of twice, though it was
mostly by emall. She paid the bill very
promptly.” The table was oval-shaped
and marble-topped, he added.

The shopping lists were not always
pure luxury and sometimes hinted at
the impact of events on the family, On
30 December, while protesters demon:
strated in Aleppo, Hama, Damascus and
Deraa, Mrs Assad appears to have sent
the president options for Bullet Blocker
ed clothing disguised as a blazer,
and a link to the VIP Armour website,

Assad himself kept up a flow of per-
sonal, loving emails to his wife using the

sent web links 10 N

"bullet-blocker’

2\

Jackets disguised
35 blazers to her

husband

Music, self-pity and shomg

suised accounts,
flippant attitude to
promised th

In July when she
would be finished at 5pm, he
sounding husban:
best

At times revealing a
srms he had

Sometimes he se hl\-’d!hmnhwn-»l
for video clips that impressed him, on
one occasion sending her a clip from
Amer: the best illu-
slon of all time” - a man appearing
to saw another man in haif and then
putting him back together again.
The emails also paint a picture
relationship under great stress. In late
December the Syrian first lady told
her husband simply: “1f we are strong
together, we will overcome this together
. Hove your...”

The first lady has been
advised by prominent
PR firms, culminating in
afeature in Vogue

Appear to show
that as the Syran
crackdown
went on, the
Assads ordered a

Assad’s emails reveal his inner fears
and suspicions. On 16 October, as the UN
high commissioner for human rights,

called for international
*in
Syria, Assad circulated an article allegi
that the USambassador 10 Syria, Robert
Ford, was responsible for "récruiting
Arab “death squads’ from al-Qaida-affil-
fated units in Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen,
and Chechnya to fight against Syrian
military and polic
another rabid article to his
wile on 23 July that described Rupert
Murdoch as a Jew and an Israeli citizen
“pretty much” Satan.

'he emails shed light on the circle of

young advisers around Assad who share

o se

s with the pre
basis and communicate with

casion

meant for his eyes - as *
Sheherazad Jaafari, Ihn dm

Syria's ambassador to

Jaafari, took the role of \n.m

adviser and can be seen

hour-long ABC intesview with Assad.

On another occasion she emailed him a

photost nding

on a box next to George W Bush, with

the subject line: “Funn:

m anote not

edia adviser,
tion of a group
f friends who watched the p
speech in January. She summed u their
ings as if he we
love him 50000000 much!!! W

oud of him and his strength, wiss
charisma and of course his beauty,

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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Assad sent
his wife doodled
messages from his
iPad, plus lyrics by ‘
the singer Blake
Sheiton, right

nside Assad’s g

Secret emails
lift lid on Assad
inner circle

« continued from page 1

inbox thought to be used by Assad after
theaccount was revealed when the Anon-
ymous group separately hacked into Syr
ian government email addresses. Corre-
spondencetoand from the two addresses
ceased on the same day.

The emails appear to show that Assad
received advice from Iran orits proxies on
soveral occasions during the crisis, Before
aspeech in December his media consult-
ant prepared along list of themes, report-
ing that the advice was based on “consul-
tations with a good number of people in
additiontothe mediaand politicaladviser
for the Iranian ambassador™.

The memo advised the president to
use “powerful and violent” language and
to show appreciation for support from
“friendly states". It also advised that the
regime should “leak more information
related to our military capability" to con-
vince the public that it could withstand a
military challenge.

The presidentalsoreceivedadvice from
Hussein Mortada, an influential Lebanese
businessman with strong connections to
Iran. In December, Mortada urged Assad
to stop blaming al-Qaida for an apparent
twin car bombing in Damascus, which
took place the day before an Arab League
observer mission arrived in the country.

Last November,
the first lady
appears to have
emailed a London
art dealer about
Nick Jeffrey's

He said he had been in contact with Iran
and Hezbollah who shared his view.
“Itis not out of our interest tosay that

al-Qaida is behind the operation because

this claim will [inde:
istrationand Syrian oppositio fortada
wrote, “Ihave received contacts from Iran
and Hezbollah and they directed metonot
mention al-Qaidais behind the operation
Itisablatant tactical media mistake.”
Iran and Hezbollah have been accused
of providing on-the-ground support tothe
crackdown, including sending soldiers to
fightalongsideregime forcesand technical
expe \ln!'rl]\ldvnhf\.|<h tsusing the
internet. Iranand Hezbollah deny offering
anything more than moral support.
Among those who communicated with
the president's account were Khaled al-
Ahmed who, it is believed, was given the
task of advising about Homs and Idlib. In
November Ahmed wrote to Assad urging
him to “tighten the security grip to start
[the) operation 1o restore state control in
1dlib and Hama countrysid
Healsoadvised Assad that he had been
told European reporters had “entered the
area by crossing the Lebanese borders
illegally”. In another mail he warned that
“a big shipment of weapons coming from
Libya willarrive totheshaores of oneof the
neighbouring states within three days to
be smuggled to
The emails offer a rare window into
the mind of the Syrian leader, apparently
lurching between self-pity, ance and
lhp.\un, as he swapped links toamusing
video footage with hisaides and wife.
Throughout 2011, his wife appears to
have kept up correspondence with the
Qatar emir's daughter, Mayassa al-Thani.
But relations appear to have chilled early

nnily] the USadmin

o aswell as

expressing

Interest in other
work worth
thousands

Labell

Asma and Bashar al-Assad walk down
the streets of Paris during an official
visitin December 2010 F x

Miguel Medina/AFP/Ge

this year when Thani directly sug
that the Syrian leader step down.

Shewroteon 11 December: “The oppor-
tunity for real change and development
u.M.ysuknv-nnw.m. Nevertheless, one
opportunity closes, others open up - and
1 hope its not too late for reflection and
coming out of the state of denial.”

Asecond email on 30 January was more
forthright. “Inall honesty - lookingat the
tideofhistory and the escalation of recent
events - we've seen two results - leaders
stepping downand gettingasylumor lead-
ers being brutally attacked. I think thisis
a good opportunity to leave and re-start
a normal life. [ am sure you have many
places to turn to, including Doha.

The direct line of reporting to Assad,
independent of the police state's military
and intelligenceagencies, wasa trait of his
father, Hafez al-Assad, who ruled Syria for
three decades. Assad St wasrenowned for
establishingmultiple reporting lines from
security chiefs and trusted aides in the
belief that it would deny the opportunity
for any one agency 1o become powerful
threat to him. His son
putedly shown the same instincts
his decade of rule.

Much of Assad’s media advice comes
from two US-educated Syrian women,
Sheherazad Jaafari and Hadeel al-Al Both
larly stress to Assad theimportance of
social media and the importance of inter-
vening in online discussions.

Severalweeksafter the Assad email was
compromised in February, w Syrian
state TV channel broadcast two segments
denying the emailaddress had been used
by Assad. Opposition activists claim that
this was a pre-emptive move to discredit
any future leaking of the emails.

In pictures
The Assad family shor

| guardian.co.uk/world

Furniture
worth thousands.
was shipped in -

the emails reveal 3
complaint about

a nightstand
made in Chelsea

1ded cocoon

Key correspondents
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1o obtain the
final part of the
Harry Potter
series from
Beirut

The small but influential
circle around Syrian leader

The list of those who corresponded with
the sam@alshahba,com email address
was small but influential, activists
believe. It was used

a primary
Assad’s fledg]
media team, especially his hand-chosen
advisers, whose access to the president
became increasingly regular throughout
the second half of last year, Significant
people included in the email archive are
believed to include:

Bashar al-Assad

The Syrian president appears in the
emails under the pseudonym m", the
activists say. While the sam@alshahba.
com account was being monitored,
activists noticed that
conscious of security and deleted emails
from his outbox quickly and regularly.
His inbox, however, contained more
than 1,000 emails, including advice on
speeches and security issues.

Asmaal-Assad
The Syrian first lady em:
ak@alshahba account. The “ak” in the
address is believed to refer to the fam-
ily's confidante Alia Kayali Marouf, but
emails to this account are frequently
addressed to “Dear Asma” and signed
Asma or with her initials, as \wll as with
the name Alia. Activists be the
real Alia had no access to the account.
Unlike her husband, Asma al-Assad

was not in the habit of deleting emails,
making them easy pickings for the activ-
ists who had the couple’s usernames
and passwords. The email exchanges
between the pair reveal a close marriage
under the strain of a heavy workload
However, they do not reflect the violent
natur the battle for Syria going on
outside the palace walls.

Sheherazad Jaafari

In her early 20s, Jaafari is understood
to have been an intern at the New-
York-based PR firm Brown L
for three to six months after g;
ing froma US college. Afterwards she
moved to Damascus where she was
recruited as one of Assad's top media
advisers, “It seems like she got into the
inner circ a former associate told the
Guardian, “She was in the communica-
tions of! setting up interviews for
the president.” She soon emerged as the
16y old president’s key aide, head
ing a small team of inexperienced pe
sonal media advisers all of whom were
youngand clearly fond of him.

fari kept in touch with former col-
wn Lloyd James intermit-
tently, on several occasions forwarding
emails from Mike Holtzman, the BLJ
executive she described as “my previ-
ous boss”, 10 Assad. A Brown Lioyd
James source suggested she was using

urce

led from the

A trusted source who met leaders of
groups in Baba Amr today said a big
shipment of weapons was coming
from Libya

The journalist [redacted] was able
to get into Baba Amr and he has told
me that many western media del-
egations have entered the area by
crossing the Lebanese borders lile-
gally ... and that fighters are tour
the streets. | suggest the forma-
tion of a special operation room to
supervise the barricades ...

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Sheherazad Jaafari: Assad's key aide

her connection to the firm to bolster
her PR credentials in the eyes of Assad
In one exchange, Jaafari sent Holtzman
a YouTube clip of Assad addressing a
crowd and Holtzman replied: “How
} doing? Feeling

are [Assad and his wife}
more confident in the
replied: “They are doing great and yes
the outcome will be shocking to every-
one.  have always told you. This man is
loved by his people.” Holtzman replied:
“Great, I'm proud of you, Wish [ were
there to help.”

A BLJ source confirmed that the
emails had been sent by Holtzman but
said he was merely trying to encourage
former intern. The firm, which is under
separate ownership from Brown Lioyd
James, says it has not offered the Assads
any advice since helping to organise
an interview with Asma al-Assad in
December 2010. Jaafan returned to New
York in disgrace after the hacking of Syr-
tan emails by Anonymous in February
revealed she had given Assad advice on
how to “manipulate™ US public opinion..

Hadeelal-Ali

A second media adviser who supple-
mented the work of Jaafari. She toc
an interest in daily media cov
developed a close relationship with
Assad, giving him regular feedback on
how his speeches were being perceived
by supporters. She passed on requests
for interviews from journalists deemed
1o be acceptable to the regime.

Luna Chebel

The third media adviser and a former al
Jazeera anchor. gives strong support
to Assad and takes perhaps the hardest
line on how to tackle media dissent. She:
also offers counsel on how to keep the
uprising under control.

Khaled Ahmad

Akey player in the correspondence.

He provides a regular overview of the
deteriorating situation in Homs, which,
asa former senior regional official, he is
tasked with supervising. He is believed
10 have links to the Syrian Socialist
Nationalist party, a political party/militic
that has remained staunchly supportive
of the regime for more than 40y
He reaffirms the regime narrative that
Islamic terrorists backed by foreigners
are responsible for the uprising.

Hussein Mortada

The head of the Iranian-backed al-Alam
satellite channel, which gives an Arabic-
language Iranian perspective on the
Arab world. Boasts of links to Hezbollah
and Iran and offers strong advice, which
he claims represents them both. A key
figure in spreading the regime narrative.
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A glimpse into the inbox of a dictator

Activists tell how email
passwords were revealed

Messages gave real-time
view of Assad'’s inner circle

Rob Booth and Mona Mahmood

In late March last year, Syrian opposition
activists say,a younggovernment worker
in Damascus nervously handed ascrap of
paper toa friend. Onit were four handwrit-
tencodes that the friend wasinstructed to
passtoasmall groupof exiled Syrians who
would know what to do with them.

The paper contained two email
addresses: sam@alshahba.com and ak@
alshahba.com. They are thought to have
been the personal email usernames and
passwords of the president, Bashar al-
Assad, and his wife, Asma.

For the next nine months they were to
offer a cell of activists an extraordinary
window into what appeared tobe the pri-
vate lives of Syria’s first family and their
attempts to turn around the country’s
steady descent towards the abyss,

In June - three months later than the

original mole had intended - the email
details found their way to two Syrian pro-
fessionalsinaGulfstate. Bothhad recently
become active in the nascent opposition
movement in exile after spending most
of their adult lives as silent opponents of
theregime.

The uprising in the southern Syrian
city of Deraa on 15 March had empowered
them, as it had hundreds of thousands of
othersin the totalitarian state. They were
now determined to dowhat they could to
bringan end to more than four decades of
rule by the Assad clan.

“It was clear who we were dealing
with,” said one of theactivists. “This was
the president and his wife. There was no
doubt.”

At first, the activists say, the emails
came in slowly, one or two a day to each
account, Assad, ascould beexpected, was
busying himself with affairs of state. His
wife was occupied with family life - and
shopping.

By theend of the summer, they say, the
email traffic to the inboxes had markedly
increased. In Assad’s case, this coincided
with the marked increase in violence that
followed the end of the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan, which last year fell
inAugust,

The presidential playlist

‘A man of surprising tastes' ... Assad's iTunes

Michael Hann and Matthew Taylor

The emails between Bashar al-Assad's
account and iTunes give an insight into
the Syrian president’s state of mind and
reveal a man with wide and sometimes
surprising tastes.

Alongside songs from the Lebanese
actor and singer Nasri Shamseddine,
who remains popular in the Arab
world almost 30 years after his death,
there is an eclectic mix of art-
ists from the 1990s British duo
Right Said Fred to the US singer =
Chris Brown. 1

The fact that the United
States last year imposed
sanctions against Assad and

| other Syrian government officials, pro-
hibiting “US persons” from engaging
in transactions with them, may explain
why Assad’s iTunes account is regis-
tered to another name and a New York
address,

One of the more unusual purchases,
made through an American Express
account, occurred on 5 February when
Assad sent his wife, Asma, an iTunes
file of the US country star Blake Shelton
singing God Gave Me You,

There is not
ahuge country
music fanbase in

the Middle East
and alook at the

»
o lyrics revealsa

2% conventional tale

As2011ground on, thesituation deteri-
orated in many parts of Syria. By autumn,
Assad had assembled a team of advisers
who would help him with the interna-
tional press and give frank reckonings
about sensitive subjects, including the
blazing insurgency that had taken hold in
Homs and the views of Syria’s allies, Iran
and Hezbollah.

The media advisers were Sheherazad
Jaafari, the daughter of Syria’s envoy to
the United Nations, Bashar Jaafari, and
Hadeel al-Ali, a young Syrian woman
studying ata US university.

Both flew to Damascus toadvise Assad
personally. They demonstrated their con-
tacts in the USby passing on details of con-
versations with executives from the New
York Times, NBC and ABC, all of whom
hadshownaninterestininterviewing the
Syrian president.

The two women became regular fix-
tures in the sam@alshahba.com inbox,
with both of them using email addresses
that they had used to communicate with
journalists and editors.

The activists intensified their efforts
as Assad cracked down, monitoring the
email accounts 24 hours a day from the
comfort of their living rooms.

Some days it was slow going, but the

of life’s ups and downs in the US, Assad
sent the file a day after the shelling of
Homs had begun. A day later, Syrian
forces would fire more than 300 rockets
into the city.

Just before Christmas Assad under-
lined his leftfield tastes when he
ordered Don’t Talk Just Kiss by Right
Said Fred, a band that shot to fame with
the hit I'm Too Sexy.

Days earlier he highlighted his inter-
est in UK pop by buying Bizarre Love
Triangle by New Order. In the same
month he ordered We Can’t Go Wrong
by the Cover Girls, a New-York-based
urban girl group of the 1980s and early
1990s. The song includes the line:
“There was a time when things were
better than the way they are today. But

A family flees fighting between rebels and government troops in Idlib, Syria. Opposition hackers say they are targeting the Assad family to ‘show what this regime is like' Photograph: Rodrigo Abd/A P

Dec720m,

Al Mayassa Al Thani wrote:

dear asma ... in a recent trip to
turkey, the wife of the pm asked for
your email address; she would like
to write you. i said id ask you first ..
| best-m

s

Dec 11, ak@alshahba wrote:
| Hil would prefer she did not get
my e-mail - | use this account only
for family and friends. It would be
difficult at this stage to consider her
In either category after the insults
they have directed towards the
president ... Take care - 3aa

My Dear Mayassa, | don't have a
problem with frankness or honesty
... Life is not fair my friend - but
ultimately there is a reality we all
need to deal with!!! Take care asa

! Dec 14, ak@alshahba wrote:

account

we forgot the vows we made and love
got lost along the way.”

As the conflict in Syria intensified
Assad continued to add to his eclectic
playlist, ordering Hurt by Leona Lewis.

In January he bought a number of
songs by the popular US dance group
LMFAO including their hit Sexy and
IKnowIt.

Assad’s iTunes emails also reveal a
limited interest in books, gaming and
films; among his purchases were a Harry
Potter film and several apps. In Novem-
ber, he ordered one of the Harry Potter
films, Deathly Hallows Part 11, as well as
several Harry Potter apps.

The next month the Syrian president
ordered the biography of Apple founder
Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

activists were kept enthused by the hope
that morsels might arrive that would
give them intelligence for use in the field
or, better still, help them oust the most
impenetrable regime in the Middle East.

They soon noticed differences in the
way the couple used their emailaccounts.
“Wehad tobe quick with Bashar's emails,”
oneof theactivistssaid. “Hewould delete
most as soon as they arrived in his inbox,
whereas his wife wouldn't. So as soon as
they went from unread to read we had ta
get them fast.”

Deleting emails as soon as they arrive
shows a degree of awareness of web secu-
rity. So too did the fact that Assad never
attached his name or initials to any of
the emails he sent. However, many of
the emails that arrived in his inbox are
addressed tohimas presidentand contain
intimate details of events and discussions
that were not known outside of the inner
sanctum and would have been very dif-
ficult to manipulate,

“Wewere watchingeverythingclosely,™
theactivist said. When Assad was notified
about the presence of western journalists
in Homs, they were able to warn opposi-
tion activists there.

By mid-December, the correspondence
to Assad’s inbox had become increasingly
interesting. There were notes for an elec-
tion speech, daily world media briefings.
glowing tributes fromacolytesand chatter
from mediaadvisers. But the devastating
revelation that the activists had all beens
hoping for continued to elude them.

“There wasno800-pound gorilla,” one
said. “But the body of evidence was still
very strong.”

In January came the Anonymous leaks:
a group of hackers had accessed the Syr-
fan ministry of public affairs website and
trawled through more than 80 email
addressesstored on the ministry'sserver.
Itissuspected that thisleak spread the two
usernames and password details beyond
the small group of activists who were

i them. S h
searching through the ministry’s emails
was able to establish that the Sam email
belonged to the president.

On 7 February, a threatening email in
Arabic was sent tothe Sam email address.
Traffictotheaccount stopped on the same
day. And sodid the extraordinary ability ta
monitor the inner sanctum in real time.

“Now we just want to show the world
what this regimeis like," said theactivist.
“Wejust want him togo.”
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Revealed: London doctor who
advised Assad during crackdown

Robert Booth

AHarley Street cardiologist hasbeen acting
as a close adviser to the president of Syria
during his regime’s brutal crackdown on
anti-government activists, according to a
cache of whatappear tobe emails sentand
received by Bashar al-Assad and his wife.

Dr Fawas Akhras, who is the father of
Assad’s wife, Asma, used a private email
channel tothe Syrian leader to offeradvice
onhow theregime should spinitssuppres-
sion of the uprising, including how best
to rebut graphic video footage appearing
to show the torture of children by Syrian
forces.

The 66-year-old west London-based
consultant has until now been regarded
as a modernising influence on his son-in-
law. He is co-chair of the British Syrian
Society, which has said it is “saddened
andappalled at the violenceand loss oflife
in Syria”, where more than 8,000 people
are believed to have been killed since the
uprising against Assad’s rule began a year
ago. But a collection of several thousand

messages to and from the Assads’ private
email accounts obtained by the Guardian
appears toshow thatas the violence esca-
lated inrecent months, Akhras offered the
Syrian president detailed political and
media handling advice as well as moral
support in dozens of emails direct to his
personal inbox.

The emails were intercepted by mem-
bersofa Syrian opposition group between
June 2011 and February 2012. The Guard-
ian hasmade extensive attempts toverify
theirauthenticity by cross-checkinginfor-
mation in them and contacting individu-
als whose mails appear in the cache.

The Guardian contacted Akhras at his
surgery yesterday and also approached
him via intermediaries inviting him to
comment. At the time of publication he
had not responded.

But last night, in com-
ments to the Telegraph 4-5 ))
Akhras compared the Syr-
ianregime’s crackdown in Homs with last
year’s London riots. “When the London

Continued on page5»
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Assad emails

No more banquets with the Queen

Cardiologist was at centre of relations
between UK and Syria until crackdown

Robert Booth

Just a few months before his son-in-law
launched the bloody crackdown on dis-
sent in Syria that has shocked the inter-
national community, Fawaz Akhras was
invited to dinner with the Queen.

The Harley Street cardiologist and his
wife, Sahar, were asked to attend a state
banquet given by the monarch in honour
of the Emir of Qatar in October 2010.

The invitation to Windsor Castle was a
high-water mark in Akhras's rise in both
British and Syrian society. On the British
side, he could satisfy himself that he was
on a guest list that included David Cam-
eron and the Prince of Wales, On the Syr-
ian side, he could reflect that his daugh-
ter, Asma, had been married to Syria”
president, Bashar al-Assad, for nearly 10
years and her reputation was growing as
aglamorous and moderating influenceon
aregime George Bush included inhis “axis
of evil". A PR push would soon end with
Vogue dubbing her a “rose in the desert”™.
Akhras was at the fulcrum of
yrian relations, but withthe Arab
Spring about to unfurl he was to face an
extreme test of his principles. Therevela-
tion of his apparent role in advising his
son-in-law in mitigating negative cover-
age of his crackdown will stretch hislinks
to the UK establishment to the limit,

In his day job he was a respected cardi-
ologistataprivate clinicand the Cromwell
hospital in west London. But through
his position as Assad’s father-in-law and
by dint of his trustworthy style, he had
become a political gatekeeper for Damas-
cus in London and had gathered around
him a group of influential supporters.
These included the Conservative party
donor Wafic Said, Margaret Thatcher’s
former chief of staff Lord Powell, and sev-
eral MPs and business people. But within
months, as the bodies piled up in Syria,
that support would start draining away,
leaving Akhras besieged by criticism.

Akhras wasbornin Homs. He emigrated
to London in 1973 where he met his wife,
Sahar Otri, anofficialat the Syrian embassy.
Asmawas born in 1975 and they raised her
inActon,attending alocal schooland then
Queen's College, aprivateschool on Harley
Street. He completed postgraduate stud-
iesat King's College hospital and lectured
atseveral London medical schools before
spending three yearsin the 1990s chairing
thecardiothoracic departmentat the King
Fahed military hospitalin Jeddah,

Tosome observers, hisdeparture from
Syria was typical of a generation of edu-
cated Syrians who felt that to progress
they needed to leave the country, which
was then led by the repressive Ba'athist
president, Hafezal-Assad. Akhras'sdaugh-
ter's alliance with Assad’s son Bashar, an
eye doctor whom Akhras reportedly met
in London, would allow him to become a
leading figure among the exiles in rebuild-
ing bridges with their mother country.

Nadim Shehadi, associate fellow at
Chatham House, said: “When Basharcame
to power there was optimism among the
expats that there was going tobea change,
sothey started to engage with him. Bashar
allowed them not todomilitary service so
they could go back to Syria again. Akhras
becamea figurehead of the British Syrians
making connections again.”

Akhras was mixing with Arab expats
in London, according to Shehadi, but he
was not overtly political. “The Syrians in

Fawaz Akhras’ 10 December 2011
email, to sam@alshahba.com and
ak@alshahba.com, details 13 points

that helped him to rebut criticisms
of the Syrian regime and ‘direct the
argument toward the other side’.
The points included...

‘Total deaths in Libya according

to their figures was over 102,000
people. Why did the UN Human
Rights Council not meet at the time
and now are so concerned about the
Syrians' death ...

"... Advocating free speech should
not provoke harsh and inhuman
attacks on demonstrators in Wall
Street and London,”

London were low-profile but the atmos-
phere changed when Bashar took over
andstarted engaging with them,” Shehadi
added. “They wereable togoback to Syria
and getinvolved with charities that Asma
was settingup, They were very optimistic
about Bashar. Akhras was part of that.”

Akhras established the British Syrian
Society, securing the backing from Brit-
ish establishment figures, among them
Lord Steel, the former Liberal leader and
Sir Andrew Green. Akhras's involvement
in Syrian affairs grew againand hebecame
a board member of the centre for Syrian
studies at St Andrews, and in September
2010 he set up the Syria Heritage Founda-
tion “to promote and advance education
in thearts, culture and heritage of Syria”.
Lord Powell joined asa truste

But as the violence began in Syria
around a vear ago, the edifice Akhras had
built started to crumble. “When they
started shooting children it was disgust-
ing and that was the end of it for me," said
Lord Spring, a Conservative peer, who
resigned from the society last year, “Fawaz
isanagreeable, modest, understated indi-
vidualand he is one of the world’s leading
cardiologists. I don’t know anyone who
dislikes him. [ think he must be aghast.

Springsaid he gotinvolved in the society
in 2002 amid hopes that Assad would be a
reformer. “In the end, those people who
said he was never going to reform were
proved right,” he said. “The whole thing
has descended into absolute tragedy.”

The Labour MP Roger Godsiff also quit
last year, the society's records show.

In June 2011, Said complained in an
email to Akhras that “thesituationin Syria
issimply unacceptableand the continuing
killings and violence are indefensible”.
He said he would have resigned “had you
not been our chairman, as you are my dear
friend and 1 do not want to put you inan
awkward or embarrassing position™.

Askedabout Akhras, Green said: “I have
ahigh opinion of him. He has been a good
colleague and I don't want to go further
than that.”
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Fawaz Akhras with his daughter, Syria's First Lady Asma al-Assad, pictured in Syria in 2004. Akhras ‘must be aghast’ at the crackdown,

Syrian reaction

Activists angered at revelations in emails as

Martin Chulov 2/ ut

Syrian activists and opposition figures
reacted with outrage yesterday to the
email cache revealed by the Guardian,
ing that they showed President Bashar
Assad and his ruling circle were blase
about the uprising in their country,

The regime’s brutal attempts to put
down therevolution continued yesterday
on the first anniversary of the uprising,
which broke out in Deraa.

Demonstratorsagain took tothe streets
of the town now hatled as the birthplace
of the revolution, despite the presence of
avast number of security personnel who
have deployed there in recent days.

The Guardian's website was also
reported to have been blocked in much of

Assad's supporters rally in Damascus

Synia yesterday inanapparent attempt to
prevent citizens from reading the Assad
emails. Pan-Arab satellite channel Al Ara-
biya, which has also obtained the leaked
emails, reported significant interference
with its transmission signal this week,
pro-regime rallies were held in
Damascus and in Aleppo, Syria’s second
city. Opposition activists claimed gov-
ernment workers had been instructed to
attend to show support for Assad, who
retains a firm hold on power desp
protracted challenge to hisauthority
leader appears to have made inroads into
flashpoint areasin the rest of the country,
especially Homs and Idlib, which were
opposition strongholds until they capitu-
lated in the face of military assaults.
Opposition activists believe Deraa will
be the next target for the military. Tanks
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Assad father-in-law

said Richard Spring, a Conservative MP who knows him

regime persists with crackdown

yesterdayremained on the cutskirtsof the

and confined toareas near demonstration
flashpoints. Activists said about 40 people
were killed nationwide in clashes y
day. The daily death toll in Syria has been
at, ot higher, than that Jevel for much of
the past six months as a series of rolling
protests steadily transformed into a blaz:
ing insurgency that pitched an almost
exclusively rebel army of defectors and
armed citizens against a loyalist militarn
whose leaders are drawn largely from the
Assad clan's Allawi sect

The insurgency has clearly faltered in
recent weeks, with the Free Syria Army
withdrawing from its stronghold in the

troops advance
Idlib, also a rebel bas
week afterashort battle.

There i ) growin
the faltering diplomatic track,
fractured ma

on, fell earlier this

a
tion of key member, apparently cted
overnment's recent advances,

A year after the popular protests in
the Syrian umwu.ru-n remains
unable to pro e to
the four dec clan rule mlhw oun
lr\‘ and its \uun\« .uumu”u remains

stern and Arab diplomacy has also
failed tomake inroads, with Russia, China
and Iran providing unwavering cover to
Assad who faces no credible threat of a
Libya-style military move to oust him

Ir ad ther reasing western
MOves 10 engage
regime, who fear a future without Assad

1sin the regime whoare
tant from the family itse! saidawestern
diplomat this week, explainingthat efforts

‘There is
the Sunni
business
elite and
others in
the regime
whoare
more
distant from
the family
itself’

are being mounted to communicate with
them. They need to feel that they are not
in the same cc as Assad, We are not
t the entire machine has to be
dismantled. That was the great lesson of
Iraq: de-Ba'ath-ification was not a great
day-

n, the UN special envoy for

Syria, isyet torespondin full toaresponse

he received from Damascus yesterday to

his push this w

he Syrian respon
condition

Opposition activists hmrn
said they will not negotiate
regime and will accept nothing less thar
Assad surrender .

Harvard inquiry

Asma al-Assad’s inbox offered a tan-
talising hint that she may have been
contemplating a professional change
of direction. Six of the emails she
received were apparently sent after
she registered for information from
Harvard Business School.

A spokesperson for the school
confirmed that the emails wer
sent to individuals who had explic-
itly requested information about
the school's “executive education™
programine.

hey were among dozens of mar-

keting circulars from companies,
including many British retailers such
as Smythson, the luxury goods st
famous for employing Samantha
eron, and the supermarkets Waitrose
and Tesco. Paul Lewls

Eyewitness

Refugees protest against Syrian president

atacamp in Turkey Pages

The London
doctor who
advises Assad

 continued from page 1

riotsburst out and David Cameron said he
would get the army out, now would you
compare that to Homs?* he said,
When it was pointedout that the British
police had not killed 3 e in the riots,
he said: “Weare not as sc icatedas the

Metropolitan police or Scotland Yard.”
The revelation that Akhras has taken
such an active role helping the Syrian
regime will cr embarrassment f
number of establishment figures with
links to him. Fellow directors of the Brit
ish Syrian Society include Sir Andrey
Green, former UK ambassador to Sy
and Sir Gavyn Arthur, former lord mayor
- owell

Margaret Thatcher's former chief of staff,
tustee of the Syria Heritage Founda-
, a British charity set up by Akhras.
The string of emails between Akhras
and Assad over a nine-month period
to show that the doctor was par
Iy concerned about how better to
present the regime’s actions i

ally. Theyalso reveala frank and lnnﬂdl\

relationshi tween the two men, with

many signed off by Akhras “warmest”.
Late | Decembe K advised

AssadtorespondtoaChannel
; video evidence of civilia
ing tortured in Sy

ached anarticle suggesting
andsaidit 1t beof some help to
drafting the embassy’s response to [the]
Channel Four video'

Earlier that month he had sent the presi-
dent and the first lady a 13-point reby
of criticisms of the regime, which he said
ted to help him in “directing
1t or the discussion toward 1

ned why the UN should be

Akhras sentan
email to Bashar
and Asma Assad'’s
email accounts
which read: ‘Wi

is the difference
between Sarkozy,
Netanyahu and
Obama?’ The
photograph above
was one of three
attached to the

email

27

so concerned about the death toll in Syria

given that somany people had diedin Libya

before the UN security council convened,

and suggested the west was hypocriticalin

criticising the regime, given recent “harsh

andinhumanattackson th

in Wall Street and Lond,

He also recommended high

difficulties faced by the

democracies” that em

Arab spring: “They are unable to ag

on naming a Minister of Interior in one

country and failed to form a cabinet for

along time in others and now we see that

the majority in some new parliaments are

refusing to join ot be part of the govern
peogramme.” In the same email he

L d cts dis

tostion policy”,

an interview which suggested the Free
Syrian Army had only a small number of
supporters.

He advised hig
prisonersin Guant
tocounter allegatic
forces,

On 16 January this year, asinternational
pressuregrew on Assad 1ostand downand

hlighting US torture of
namoand Abu G
sof tortureby

described thecasvatiesas unix ceptab!

> launch an English

Akhras urged Assad

n«lﬁad ress the world of our case
»wh language and mentality”
Concern over Akhras's links with the
regime had already been
vate among his British associa
Is reveal that in June, Wafic Said, the
aire Syrian-born businessman
director of the British Syria y
Akhras “the current situation in Syria is
simply unacceptable and the continuing
killings and violenc defensible”. He
he society should become dormant
While others associated with the B h
Syrian Society have distanced themselves
from the Assad regime, Akhras has contin
ued 1o help his son-in-law.
Healso sent the president risque jokes
from his iPhone, including one about the
lative penis sizes of Nicolas Sarkozy,
amin Netanyahu and Barack Obama,

Peter Beaumont, page 38 )
Leader comment, page 40 )
Eyewitness, pages 26 and 27 )
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Well, that’s quite enough
celebrating, let’s get

back to work.

FOR COFFEE LOVERS

Source: In independent sus
by Allegra Strategies, Costa was voted B
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Monaand Aliat the Islamic
Group'srefugee centre;
below: refugees protest

-

“The children can escape
the country, but they can’t
escape the conflict and fear’

againstthe Assad regime

Syrian refugees, many heart-breakingly young, are flooding into Lebanon. By Liane Wimhurst in Baalbek

ona flinches each
timeshe hearsabang
inthechaoticrefuge
in the Lebanese
mountains that has
been herhome fora
week. The five-year-
old wears several lay-
ersofbaggy, boys’clothesand clutches
aragged, bluebear. “lalwaysget scared.
My fatherisinSyriaso Iworry alot about
him,” she says. Bed-wetting and ter-
rorised wailsare nightly featuresof the
lives of the 30 children who fled Homs

five mothers in two convoys last week.

Some of the children are boisterous
and grapple forattention. Otherssitin
silence, theireyesdartaround and their
headsjolteachtimethelouderonesclap
orsmackthe floor. Otherssitinthe cen-
tre of the room, frenziedly banging the
carpet and imitating the chant leaders
so familiar in videos of Syria’s protests.

“Iknowwhat they sayat the demon-
strations,” shouts Mona. In perfect uni-
sonthey sing achantabout the revolu-
tionaries of eve ian town: “In
Latakiatheyaresafe, thankGod; in Homs
arethebrave.” Each new rhymethey re-
cite is more sinister - calling for the

Shabiha, the regime’s militias, and
Bashar al-Assad, to be hanged, for
MuammarGaddafi'sfateto befall them.
The children belt out the words with a
tragic glee. “We will not sleep until the
asssteps aside,” cries 11-year-old Ala.
When he grows up he insists he will be
“the great leader of the revolution™.
Mona wants to become a doctor to
help the wounded. “Iwas shot in the
back,”sheshouts, claspingahand over
herspine. Shelifts hertopto reveal her
backisunscathed and giggles. The fam-
ily saysshe wantstobe like her mother,
whohasshrapnel from mortarslodged
in her arm. They gather around a cast
iron heaterin the snow-capped moun-
taintown. All live in three rooms, housed
byalocz O called the Islamic Group.
Theassault on Homs and Qusayr in-
tensified two months ago. When the
breaksbetween thechildren’sscreams
narrowed and shrapnel burst inthrough
the windows, five families decided to
flee. They left the two neighbouring
towns for the Baalbek mountains in
Lebanon, smuggled acrossby those they
describe as "good people”.
“We changed carsevery sixminutes,”
says Ala. His mother says it was every
15, duringathree-hour, 100kmjourney.

.
Medterranean . Homs
Sea
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Men who intimately knew their patch
and the sniper positions bundled the
children into adesperate relay of vehi-
clesuntil they reached safety. The men
stayed behind todefend the town. Dur-
ing abreak in the bombardment the
women packed a few possessions and
left. Nearby buildings had been gutted

“We know the children
here in Lebanonarejust
thetip oftheiceberg. There
aremany stillinSyria”

by blastsand itwasonly amatteroftime
before their homes would be hit.

Formonthsthechildren had notdared
to go outside. Their homes were often
immersed intotal darknessastheelec-
tricity failed. They lived off meagre ra-
tions from last year's harvest and had
limited supplies of water as shells had
hit the tanks on the roofs.

“Even if the children can escape the
country, they often can’tescape the con-
flictand thefearitcreates,” Andrew
Wander, emergencies media manager
at Save the Children. His organisation
isscrambling to create projects to sup-
portthevastinfluxofchildren into coun-
tries bordering Syria. Some of the chil-
dren have been orphaned; others have
only one parent left.

‘Two of the children in the crammed
Baalbek home have a rare condition they
call sumak - or fish - because it turns
i Itisanextreme form
sbeenleftuntreated

of psoriasisthatl
for months. Ala, one of the sufferers, is

prematurelyaged, hisraw and angry skin
stretched over hisbones. He perpetual-
ly forces asmile through cracked skin,
buthisface fallswhen hebelievesnoone
is looking. Every medical facility had
closed inQusayr, and Lebanese doctors
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areunsure whatto prescribe - they have
neverseensuchasevere case. He hasthe
gravelled and wizened voice of an old
man: “InSyrialife is miserable,” hesays.

“We know the children here in
Lebanon are just the tip of the iceberg;
there are many still in Syria and to get
tothem we need full humanitarian ac-
cess,” says Mr Wander, who is desper-
ate fortheSyriangovernment to permit
the creation of an aid corridor to reach
those most in need.

Ala’s olderbrother, 14-year-old Mo-
hammed.sitssullenly disengaged inthe
comer. Heonlylooksupwhenthe home-
ownersaysheisunsure howlonghecan
hostthem. Itisclearhe feelstheburden
of responsibility for his sprawling fam-
ily, catapulted into this position by the
grim turn of events. When questioned
Mohammed gives curt, oftenuntrnue, an-
swers. Asked ifhe joined the demonstra-
tions, he says he did not. But his moth-
er, 42-year-old Tfaha, sa Hedid, he
wentevery day - Iencouraged him,”

Mohammed later admits he would
liketojoin the Free Syrian Army. Would
henotbescare I'd know Iwasde-
fending our honourand our country.”

“If they had enough weapons we
would alljoin,” says Tfaha.
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AN ANNIVERSARY
MARKED BY DEATH
AND DESTRUCTION

By ALASTAIR BEACH

After more than 8,000 civilian
deaths, a full-scale bombardment
of one of the country’s largest
cities and renewed fears of all-out
civil war, the first anniversary of
Synia's uprising was marked by
flag-waving rallies from regime
supporters in Damascus
yesterday - and more death and
destruction in the country’s
northern borderlands.

As thousands of President
Bashar al-Assad's supporters
demonstrated in the centre of the
capital to declare their allegiance
to Syria's embattled leader
(opposition activists claimed they
had been bussed in), Ba:.\thtst

First Lady’s caring image unlikely to recover
Anger at leaked details of extravagant shopping in midst of bloodshed. By Cahal Milmo

ASSAD EMAILS

Asrecently asJanuary, Asmaal-Assad
continued to polish herimageasathor-
oughly modern, caring and liberal-
minded consort to an awkward dicta-
tor. In arare public statement, she af-
firmed her support for her husband
and underlined her “very busy agen-
da” working for charity, as the blood
of protesters soaked |nlo rian \oil

ergytoconvincing the world of herrole
asacounterweight to Basharal-Assad’s
authoritarian instincts, softeningthe
hard edges of his regime with herpen-
chant forhaute coutureand informed

troops d their 1

opinions on economic reform.

against rebel forces holed up in
towns and villages along the
northern border with Turkey.

Officials in Ankara, the Turkish
capital, said that at least a
thousand refugees had fled
through the mountainous terrain
of Idlib province over the past 24
hours, despite reports that
Assad's soldiers had mined the
area. Turkey's Interior Minister
suggested yesterday that a
“buffer zone" could be created to
protect civilians from advancing
troops, though he did not say how
exactly it would work.

“The [Syrian] soldiers are taking
the women and children and lining
them up in front of themas a
human shield,” said one 22-year-
old refugee, speaking to Reuters.
“They are setting shops and
homes on fire.” Another said that
troops in the countryside around
Idlib were hunting down defectors
and besieging towns suspected of
harbouring dissidents

Fresh allegations of atrocities
emerged yesterday, days after
news broke of the Syrian regime'’s
brutal campaign to quell Homs.

According to The British-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, 23 corpses were found
dumped on the outskirts of Idiib
city. The bodies had been
blindfolded and handcuffed
and some showed signs
of torture, said the rights
group.

Yesterday'srenewed ' -

violence came as
President Assad tried to
crugh the last
remnants of
resistance from
the Free Syrian
Army (FSA).
After his
generals
brutally
snuffed out
the FSA's
main base in
Homs, the
renewed
push against
fighters in
Idlib marked
an attempt to
score a decisive
victory against the
Syrian government’s
remaining enemies.

But this fagade of enlightened en-
gagement, which had already begun
toslip after Mrs Assad claimed from
her Damascus hideaway to be com-
forting the victims of a’s unde-
clared civil war, fell away this week
withthe revelation thatwhile her hus-
band'’s military was engaged in savage
repression, she was devoting heren-
ergies not to charity, but to shopping.

The 36-year-old daughter of a west
London cardiologist is shown, in the
thousands of personal emails appar-
entlyintercepted by the Syrian oppo-
sition, tobe more interested in the ac-
quisition of Christian Louboutin shoes,
items in the Harrods'sale and the lat-

For years she convinced the
worldshe wasamoderating
influence on her husband.
Now themask hasslipped

est Harry Potter movie than the “dia-
logue” she has professed to be pursu-
ingto help resolve the conflict.

Through the steady flow of invoic-
es from Chelsea cabinet makers and

Parisian interior design stores, a pic-
ture emergesof awoman closer inspir-
ittoImelda Marcos and Leila Trabel-
si, the notoriously acquisitive wife of
deposed Tunisian despot Zine El-
Abidine Ben Ali, than the moderating
counsellor to her husband’s excess that
she might have been.

Ensconced inthe three-storey pres-
idential apartmentin Damascus, Mrs
Assad appears through her emails to
have spent tens of thou-
sands of pounds on in-
h ternetshopping, while
violence erupted
across Syria.

When told that her
order for fourgold and

diamond necklaces

from a Paris work-
shop would be de-
layed, the former
Deutsche Bank
hedge fund execu-
tive with a degree
in computer sci-
ence replied: "lam
absolutely useless
whenitcomesto
fine jewellery!”
While the
Syrian Army
rained  ar-
tillery shells
on her par-
% ents’ home-

®

townof Homs in February, Mrs Assad
was preoccupied with an exclusive
previewof Christian Louboutin shoes,
asking friends: “Does anything catch
youreye?"

InNovember 2011, she wasintouch
with the nephew ofthe Lebanese prime
minister. Their exchange might con-
ceivably have touched on the strate-
gic importance of Lebanon and the
threat posed to the Assad regime by
Iranian-backed Hamas. Instead, Asma,

the mother of three sons, wanted to
know if his planned arrival date in
Damascus wouldallow himtobringa
newly-released DVD of the latest Harry
Potter film. In another message, an
aide isasked tobuy a fondue set from
the Amazon website.

What the emails necessarily fail to
reveal are the face to face conversa-
tions between the Assads which might
challenge the overwhelming image of
awomanwhoat bestisdisplacingcon-

cern at the bloodshed being carried
outin herhusband’s name by worship-
ping Mammon - and at worst seems
to revel in luxury amid the Syrian
regime’s calculated acts of murder.

Itis, however,aclose marriage that
is being placed under considerable
strain.

Inone email sent last December,
Mrs Assad wrote to her husband: “If
we are strong together, we will over
overcome this together... [ love you.”
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How Coventry
shopkeeper is
world’s source
of news from
war-torn Syria

MARIA GOLOVNINA

RAMI Abdulrahman, a Syrian
shopkeeper in Coventry, has be-
come, for many, the most reliable
source of information about the
revolt against president Bashar
al-Assadl. He is a lone warrior.

Thousands of miles away
from home, in a small rented
house, Mr Abdulrahman runs
Syria’s most prominent activist
group, which has become cen-
tral to the way the uprising is
being reportec.

With foreign observers and
journalists banned from Syria,
his network of more than 200
activists scattered around the
nation’s most violent corners is
the most cited, yet the most dis-
puted, source of information on
the year-long conflict.

His group is known globally
as the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, yet he works al-
most entirely on his own, with
just a handful of aides to take
witness statements, cross-check
data and scrutinise amateur vid-
eos from scenes of clashes.

In the lonely quiet of his
study, telephone conversations
with contacts on the ground are
often punctuated by the sound
of gunfire and explosions on the
other end of the line.

“I'am a simple man,” said Mr
Abdulrahman, who does not use
his real name to protect his fam-
ily. “I'work in my office - here is
my laptop, here are my phones. I
don’t need many people.”

Attacks come from all sides.
Assad's government says he is
lying and its powerful propa-
ganda machine has unleashed a
campaign against him on Syrian
state television. Assad support-
ers have publicly threatened to
Kill him.

A constant feeling that Assad'’s
agents are probably watching,
even in Britain, overshadows his
work. A UK citizen, Mr Abdul-
rahman is bombarded by men-
acing e-mails. “When you are

sides, that means you are on the
right track,” he said. “When you
say the truth, you have many en-
emies.”

Some opposition supporters
accuse him of being too cautious
with casualty figures. Others
blame him for including Assad
forces in his figures, which they
say has marred their cause.

Mr Abdulrahman, 40, says he
feels confident, not least because
he has the backing of rights
groups such as Amnesty Interna-
tional which have strongly en-
dorsed his work as reliable. Most
foreign news organisations also
use his figures.

Mr Abdulrahman, who moved
to Britain in 2000 after serving a
jail term for political activism,
says his team of contacts in Syria
is a trusted, well-trained force.

Yet his critics are relentless.
One blog post accused him of re-

“When you say the
truth, you have many
enemies”

Rami Abdulrahman

ceiving funding from British in-
telligence as well as the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Russia ~ a staunch ally of
Assad - has added fuel to the
fire by describing Mr Abdulrah-
man’s group as untrustworthy.
“[1t] is headed by a certain R
Abdurahman [sic] who has no
training in journalism or law or
even a complete secondary edu-
cation,” a Russian foreign minis-
try spokesman saicl.

Mr Abdulrahman has denied
all accusations. “The Syrian re-
gime says [ get money from MIG,
others say I get it from the Gulf. 1
don't receive funding from any-
one in the world,” he saicl

“I don’t want to get money
from any country. No one gives
money for nothing. I want to
be independent. When you are
independent, you can say what
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Massacres
emails and
amoder
Marie
Antoinett
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Daily Mall, Friday, March 16, 2012 Page 21

by Ian
Birrell
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Thousands
rally in support
of Syria’s
Assad regime

DEATHTOLL HITS 9100

DAMASCUS « Huge rallies showed
support for Syria’s President on
Thursday despite a new “massacre”
report and a refugee exodus to Tur-
key, as a deadly anti-regime revolt
entered a second year.

International peace envoy Kofi An-
nan, meanwhile, demanded answers
from President Bashar al-Assad’s re-
gime before the UN Security Council
re-enters the fray in a conflict that
monitors now say has cost more than
9,100 lives.

State television showed tens of
thousands of people waving Syr-
ian flags and Mr. Assad’s portrait in
squares in Damascus, the northern
city of Aleppo, Latakia on the Medi-
terranean coast, Suweida to the south
and Hasaka in the northeast. The cit-
ies have been relatively unscathed by
the deadly crackdown on dissent.

The authorities, which have
blamed the bloodshed on foreign-
backed “terrorist gangs,” announced
a “global march for Syria” to counter
anti-regime demonstrations being
organised this week by the oppos-
ition across the world.

Against a backdrop of a sea of flags,
including the colours of Syria’s Rus-
sian and Iranian allies as well as Leba-
non’s Shiite group Hezbollah, a bugler
played in Damascus before a military
band struck up the national anthem.

“We are not scared of death. We are
ready to sacrifice ourselves for you,
O Syria,” the demonstrators chanted,
many of them singing and dancing,
and shouting: “Long live the army!”

In a breakdown of 9,113 deaths in
the past 12 months, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said the
toll comprised 6,645 civilians, 1,997
members of the security forces and
471 rebels.

In Aleppo and on the outskirts of
Damascus, security forces broke up
scattered anti-regime protests, ac-
cording to the Local Coordination
Committees, which organise demon-
strations.

“Bashar, get out,” women chanted
at a rally in the Jubar district of east-
ern Damascus, in a video posted by
activists on the Internet.

The Observatory, meanwhile, said
23 mutilated corpses were found near
the protest city of Idlib in northwest
Syria that was seized by regime forces
this week. The victims had been blind-
folded and handcuffed before being
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Weighing the perils and promise of Syria

ISTANBUL

Reluctant to intervene,
Turkey feels pressed by
refugees and reputation

BY DAN BILEFSKY

The intensifying crackdown by the re-
gime of President Bashar al-Assad has
prompted more than 1,000 Syrians to

cross into Turkey during the past 24
hours, Turkish officials said Thursday,
amid growing fears of a refugee crisis
spilling into the country.

The yearlong uprising in Syria has
proven both deadly and intractable,
confronting the world with the potential

a regional war and a humanitarian
even as the international commu-
y is accused of looking the other way.

The spiraling crisis in Syria has
presented Turkey with an opportunity,
both perilous and promising, to show its

heft to the world as the large Muslim
country of 79 million people strives to
become aregional leader. But so far Tur-
key has been largely stymied in its ef-
forts to influence events within Syria.
Despite heavy deployment by Syrian
forces along the Turkish border,
frightened Syrians are continuing to

ASSAD'S SUPPORTERS MARCH ‘FOR SYRIA'
Thousands gathered in Damascus
against the uprising they portray as led
by terrorists and foreigners. PAGE 4

flee, with more than 14700 now
sheltered in five camps in Hatay, a Turk-
ish province on the border.

“There has been an increase in those
fleeing from Syria to our country,” the
Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman
Selcuk Unal said Thursday. ** Yesterday,
the number of people who had come was
13,700. This morning, the number is
14,7007

He said that a top Syrian general was
among the newest refugees, the seventh
TURKEY, PAGE 4

TURKEY, FROM PAGE 1

high-ranking military officer to have de-
fected. Turkish officials said Ankara
was making contingency plans in the
event of a massive inflow of Syrians; it
had built a camp of prefabricated
houses to host 15,000 people in Kilis, an
eastern border town. Another camp was
being built in Sanliurfa province, along
the border with Syria, to house up to
20,000 people.

While the Syrian opposition remains
hopelessly divided and the world has
been unable to unify against the Assad
regime amid intransigence by Russia
and China, a Europe distracted by eco-
nomic malaise and a United States re-
luctant to become mired in a volatile re-
gion, Turkey has intensified its criticism
of the Syrian regime.

Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu of
Turkey recently likened Mr. Assad to
Slobodan Milosevic, the Serbian strong-
man who plunged his country into an
ethnically driven civil war.

Yet for all of its bluster and resolve,
Turkey has also been reluctant to inter-
vene, insisting that it will not take uni-
lateral military action and that any such
initiative should come from the Arab
League or the United Nations.

Proposals to create a buffer zone or a
humanitarian aid corridor within Syria
as well as to arm the rebel Free Syrian
Army or to establish an Arab peace-
keeping force are expected to be dis-
cussed at a Friends of Syria meeting set
for April 2 in Istanbul.

Turkish officials say they have not
ruled out having its military participate
in an international plan to create a buf-
fer zone in the event that Mr. Assad con-
tinues to slaughter his own people and
an even larger influx of refugees en-
sues.

Turkish officials say privately that
Ankara will not act unilaterally in im-
posing such a zone because Russia and
Iran are backing Syria, making the risks
too high.

Analysts say Turkey is also extremely

wary of taking military action partly be-
cause of concerns that sectarian strife in
Syria could migrate to Turkey. Turkish
officials fear that Turkish boots on the
ground could undermine Turkey’s pop-
ularity in a region where memories of
Ottoman rule still run deep.

Despite its limited room to maneuver,
Turkey has been jockeying to position it-
self as a country that can influence a
post-Assad Syria. It is hosting the Syri-
an opposition, including the Syrian Na-
tional Council, and the rebel Free Syrian
Army, a group of some 10,000 soldiers
that is being housed in an army camp in
Turkey near the Syrian border.

But as Mr. Assad continues to cling to
power, Turkey risks finding itself the
patron of a failed revolt while also being
saddled with a refugee crisis or, worse, a
civil war on its doorstep.

““The stakes are very high for Turkey
in Syria,” said Soli Ozel, columnist for
Haberturk, a leading Turkish newspa-
per. ““If Turkey proves to be ineffectual

“The stakes are very high
for Turkey in Syria.”

in resolving the Syrian conflict, then all
of the claims of its regional prowess will
take a big hit.”’

Turkey has been playing a leading
role in marshalling a coalition to put
pressure on Syria in the Arab League.
At the same time, aides say, the Syrian
crisis has made Turkey’s prime minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan an indispens-
able ally to President Barack Obama.

The conflict in Syria, however, has
laid bare the limits of Turkey’s power in
the region. Just a year ago, Turkey was
emerging as one of Syria’s closest allies,
with the two countries holding joint cab-
inet sessions and Mr. Erdogan and Mr.
Assad even vacationing together. Tur-
key’s 910 kilometer, or 500-mile, border
with Syria is its longest, and trade be-
tween the two countries had more than
tripled to $2.5 billion in 2010.

Despite years of diplomatic engage-
ment and economic investment, Turkey
could not persuade Mr. Assad to back
down.

The conflict in Syria is seen as a cru-
cial test for Turkey as it struggles to
carry out its newly muscular foreign
policy in the region. Turkey’s aspira-
tions to join the European Union are all
but dormant. The conflict with Cyprus
appears as intractable as ever. Efforts
to reach a solution over Armenia are at
an impasse.

Meanwhile, diplomatic ties with Isra-
el are frozen over an Israeli commando
raid on a vessel that tried to reach Gaza
from Turkey. Iran remains deeply suspi-
cious of Turkey’s agreement to host a
NATO missile shield.

Bordered to the east by countries in-
cluding Syria, Iraq and Iran, Turkey —
with its majority Sunni population —
risks becoming mired by the sectarian
divisions convulsing its neighbors.
While Syria is tipping toward civil war,
Iraq is once again buffeted by sectarian
strife and Iran has aligned itself firmly
behind the Assad regime.

Sami Kohen, foreign affairs columnist
at Milliyet, a leading Turkish newspa-
per, noted that sectarian divisions
threatened to spill over into Turkey. The
country is home to around 10 million
Alawite citizens, some of whom are sym-
pathetic to Mr. Assad, also an Alawite.

Meanwhile, Turkish officials express
concern that Syria, backed by Iran,
could seek to embolden the militant
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PK.K, asa
means to punish Turkey for supporting
the Syrian opposition.

While Turkey could clearly benefit if
Mr. Assad were overthrown, analysts
note that Arab countries would be loath
to see Turkey exert too much influence.

“Arab countries don’t want Turkey to
be the kingmaker in Syria,” Mr. Ozel
said. “Arabs are Arabs and Turks are
Turks.”

Sebnem Arsu contributed reporting.
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For Syrians,
Olympic bid
has troubled
backdrop

SOCCER AMMAN

BY JAMES MONTAGUE

King Abdullah International Stadium
was nearly empty. Syria’s soccer team,
forced to play its home matches on for-
eign soil after an uprising against Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, had about 20 sup-
porters in attendance for an Olympic
qualifying match against Malaysia.

Even the team’s top goalie, Abdul-
Baset Saroot, known as the singing
goalkeeper, was absent. He gained
widespread attention after posting
videos of himself singing revolutionary,
anti-regime songs when the unrest
began last year, and now he is on the run
from the Syrian authorities.

Despite the turmoil, Syria took anoth-
er unlikely step toward qualifying for
the London Games this summer, defeat-
ing Malaysia, 3-0, and advancing to a
three-team playoff with Oman and
Uzbekistan this month. The winner will
play Senegal for an Olympic berth.

“It is well known everyone back
home will be watching the match and
they will be hoping for us to win,” Syr-
ia’s coach, Haitham Jattal, said the day
before the match. ““Of course, playing in
your homeland in front of our own
people would be much better than play-
ing outside. But we have overcome this
difficulty and turned it into an incentive
to reach the Olympics.”

Little else was said by Syria’s soccer
officials before or after the victory over
Malaysia. The uprising in Syria has left
8,000 people dead, according to the
United Nations and provoked talks about
international military intervention.

“We can’t answer about this,” the
team’s spokesman said when Jattal and
the captain, Ahmad al-Salih, were asked
at a news conference Tuesday about the
unrest. “No comment about that. I am
in charge of the media for the team and [
say you cannot ask that.”

The team includes players from the
country’s most popular teams, Al
Karama and Al Wathba, both based in
the embattled city of Homs. The absent
Saroot, 20, has become a symbol of the
uprising.

It is unlikely Saroot will return to the
squad anytime soon. His last video mes-
sage on YouTube was posted more than
three weeks ago. No one affiliated with
the team knew where he was or whether
he was alive.

“We hope that he will return,” mid-
fielder Thaer Krouma said. “He is a
good goalkeeper, and he was also our
friend before.”

The Syrian players had thought they
were on the verge of claiming an
Olympic berth Wednesday. If they had
defeated Malaysia by four or more goals
and if Bahrain had beaten Japan, they
would have been London-bound. But Ja-
pan won, forcing Syria to more rounds
of qualifying.

A downbeat Jattal tried to see the pos-
itives in the victory and the extra
matches, played thousands of miles
apart in less than a month.

““Happiness, but not that much happi-
ness, as we would prefer to go to Eng-
land without the playoff,” he said.

The players barely celebrated as they
left the field, the pro-Assad chants from
the handful of Syrian fans nearly
drowned out by the drums of the few
hundred Malaysian fans.
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A Syrian boy stands behind a fence at the Reyhanli refugee camp in Antakya, Turkey. About 1,000 Syrian
refugees had crossed into Turkey within 24 hours, the Foreign Ministry said Thursday.

Pro-Assad rallies mark year since revolt

Turkey suggests it may
support ‘buffer zone’ to
cope with refugees

BY CRISPIAN BALMER

BEIRUT — Huge crowds took to
the streets of Syria’s cities Thurs-
day in an orchestrated show of
support for President Bashar al-
Assad on the first anniversary of
a bloody revolt against his rule
that shows no sign of ending.
Turkey hinted that it might
consider supporting a “buffer
zone” inside Syria to cope with a
flow of refugees across its border
that has increased sharply after a

recent government offensive
against rebels in the nearby Idlib
region.

Opposition activists said pro-
Assad forces shot at crowds in
various locations when they tried
to stage protests, but residents
reported that demonstrators did
gather in the affluent Shaalan
district of Damascus to voice
their anger.

The U.N.-Arab League special

envoy, Kofi Annan, continued to
push his proposals to halt the
violence, speaking to senior Syr-
ian authorities and Russia.

“The door of dialogue is still
open. We are still engaged with
Syrian authorities” over the pro-
posals, Annan’s spokesman, Ah-
mad Fawzi, said in Geneva. How-
ever, Western diplomats private-
ly expressed pessimism about
Annan’s chances of success.

Syria said Wednesday that it
had given a “positive” response
to Annan’s approach, and a Mid-
dle Eastern diplomat character-
ized the reply from Damascus as
“nota ‘no. ” But a senior Western
diplomat in the region said Da-
mascus had spurned Annan’s
ideas.

State television showed thou-
sands of people in central Da-
mascus on Thursday, waving
portraits of Assad and the flags
of Syria, Russia and China. Mos-
cow and Beijing have not joined
Western nations in backing an
Arab League plan for Assad to
step aside.

“We sacrifice our blood and
souls to you, Bashar!” the crowds
chanted as three helicopters flew

past in a military salute, trailing
the national colors on a blustery
day.

Official news media an-
nounced that government forces
had cleared “armed terrorists”
from the northwestern city of
Idlib, suggesting that the army
was gaining ground against the
uprising that the United Nations
said Thursday has killed “well
over 8,000” people and crippled
Syria’s economy.

Opposition activists said 23
bodies were found dumped on
open ground near Idlib, some
bearing signs of torture.

Besides Damascus, pro-gov-
ernment rallies were staged in
numerous cities, including
Daraa, near Jordan, which was
the heart of the original protest
movement last year but has been
filled with security forces backed
by tanks since Wednesday.

Critics said the government
had bused in state employees to
bolster the demonstrations and
canceled a national school holi-
day to get students and teachers
to join in.

— Reuters
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Gel off the sidelines with Syria

BY MAx Boot

military intervention. That’s when we hear leaks

saying how difficult such action would be. We heard
them in the 1990s concerning Bosnia and Kosovo, we
heard them last year over Libya, and we are hearing
them now about Syria.

News reports cite unnamed “senior defense officials”
saying that Syria has a sophisticated air-defense system
and a 330,000-man army that would be hard to defeat;
that we don’t know enough to arm a Syrian opposition
that lacks effective, unified leadership; that U.S. inter-
vention could plunge Syria into civil war and embroil us
in a “proxy war” against Iran and possibly Russia; and
that international support is lacking for any move.

All of this is supposed to preclude a range of actions,
including arming the Syrian opposition, enforcing “no-
fly” zones, launching air strikes on regime targets and
setting up humanitarian corridors where Syrians could
seek refuge from a regime that has Killed probably at
least 10,000 civilians.

It is understandable, and laudable, that military
leaders are reluctant to send their troops into harm’s
way. And just because defense officials tend to cry wolf
doesn’t mean that they are always wrong or that their
warnings should be disregarded. Obviously, the George
W. Bush administration should have listened more
carefully to skeptics inside and outside government
before the invasion of [Iraq — even though senior military
leaders signed off on every bad decision.

Today, in the case of Syria, any military action needs to
be carefully thought through, but we should not refuse to
act simply because of the worst-case scenarios being

' t’s easy to tell when the Pentagon is opposed to a

Alawite soldiers, which is why the same units are used to
attack one rebel stronghold after another.

The potential for starting a “proxy war” with Iran or
Russia should be even less worrisome. Iran has been
waging war — sometimes by proxy, sometimes directly —
against us since taking our embassy personnel hostage
in 1979. If we were to help topple Tehran’s allies in
Damascus, it would be merely a belated counterattack
for all of Iran’s aggression against the United States.

As for Russia, yes, Moscow has a naval station in Syria,
but presumably U.S. aircraft would not target Russian
facilities. Short of that, it’s hard to see how anything we
might do would start any Kind of conflict with Russia.
This isn’t the Cuban missile crisis, and Russia would not
go to war to defend the Assad regime.

What about the fractured nature of the Syrian opposi-
tion? That’s a real concern — but one that could be
alleviated by the provision of training and aid. U.S.
personnel could play a critical role by using our largess to
buttress the more moderate elements of the opposition
while shutting out factions affiliated with extremist
groups that receive support from Gulf Arabs. So far,
however, news accounts suggest that we have not yet
even provided communications equipment that the
rebels could use to coordinate activities.

Aiding the rebels would hardly risk plunging Syria
into civil war. Syria is already in a civil war, and it is
getting worse. The more pressure we bring to topple
Assad, the faster we can end that war and the more
influence we can exert with a successor regime.

By contrast, if we stand on the sidelines, worst-case
scenarios — such as Syrian chemical weapons falling
into the wrong hands or groups such as al-Qaeda
developing havens — are more likely to result because of
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

La Syrie marque dans le sang le
premier anniversaire de la révolte

Crise Plus de 9 000 morts en un an, dont 72 tués hier ; des dizaines de milliers de
partisans du régime manifestent a Damas.

La révolte en Syrie est entrée
hier dans sa seconde année avec
une escalade des violences face a
un régime déterminé a I'écraser
et enhardi par I'impasse diplo-
matique du fait des divisions
internationales.

Pour l'occasion, le régime a
intensifié ses offensives militai-
res contre les bastions rebelles,
notamment a Idleb ol seize
civils ont été tués, et les corps
de 23 personnes portant des
marques de torture et d'exécu-
tion sommaire ont été retrou-
vés, a rapporté I'Observatoire

ien des droits de 'homme
(OSDH). Des manifestations
antirégime y ont également été
dispersées, selon des militants.
Neuf civils, quatre rebelles et
un soldat ont donc été tués
dans la province d’ldleb, selon
I'OSDH. Selon la chaine al-Ja-
zira, la Commission générale de
la révolution syrienne a cité des
militants faisant état de 72 tués
hier. Dans le méme temps, des
policiers ont tiré du gaz lacry-
mogene sur une manifestation
détudiants antirégime a Alep,
deuxieme ville du pays, tan-
dis qu'a Douma, les forces de
Tordre ont tiré sur les manifes-
tants anti-Assad. Les militants
avaient appelé 2 manifester pour
réclamer une nouvelle fois le dé-
part de M. Assad.

Parallélement, Human Ri-
ghts Watch (HRW) a dénoncé
une politique de la « terre bri-
lée » A ldleb, larmée a tiré
« sans distinction », avant de
procéder « a des arrestations
apreés avoir fouillé maison par
maison, pillé des batiments et
mis le feu a des habitations »,
selon HRW,| citant des témoins
et évoquant un bilan d’au moins
114 civils tués en quatre jours
d'offensive. Au total, TOSDH
estime que les violences ont fait
plus de 9 000 morts, en majo-
rité des civils, depuis le 15 mars
2011, date de I'éclatement de la
révolte dont le régime refuse de
reconnaitre 'ampleur l'assimi-

lant a du « terrorisme ».

Dans le méme temps, des di-
zaines de milliers de Syriens ont
manifesté hier dans plusieurs
villes, dont Damas et Alep, en
soutien au président Bachar el-
Assad, démonstration de force
du régime. Selon I'agence offi-
cielle SANA, « des millions de
Syriens ont afflué (...) pour dire
au monde que le peuple syrien
a choisi I'unité nationale et la
stabilité ». Dans une ambiance
quasi festive, les manifestants
prorégime agitaient des dra-
peaux syriens et russes pour
« remercier Moscou de son sou-
tien ». « Dans une démocratie,
Clest la majorité qui tranche (...)
Ces gens représentent un vaste
mouvement. En face, ils (les
antirégime) ne sont qu'une poi-
gnée », a commente ainsi une
analyste a la télévision d’Etat,
dans un pays dominé depuis
50 ans par un parti unique qui
a confisqué la liberté de presse
et d'opinion.

Evaluation

Sur un autre plan, les Nations
unies ont annoncé qu'elles al-
laient participer ce week-end
pour la premiere fois 2 une mis-
sion d’évaluation de la situation
humanitaire « menée par le
gouvernement » syrien, selon la
responsable des opérations hu-
manitaires Valerie Amos. Des
experts de 'TONU et de I'Orga-
nisation de la coopération isla-
mique accompagneront cette
mission qui visitera les régions
de Homs, Hama, Tartous,
Lattaquié, Alep, Deir ez-Zor,
Deraa et les faubourgs ruraux
de Damas.

Le secrétaire général de
'ONU Ban Ki-moon a par
ailleurs exprimé hier sa « soli-
darité avec le peuple syrien et
ses aspirations légitimes a la
dignité, la liberté et la justice »,
estimant qu'il « est urgent de
briser le cyce de la violence,
de mettre fin aux opérations
militaires contre les civils et

_— Al
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Ils étaient des dizaines de milliers @ Damas seulement, manifestant en soutien @ Bachar el-Assad.

AFP/Handour

d'éviter une plus grande mili-
tarisation du conflit en Syrie ».
Il n’était pas le seul a exprimer
son appui aux militants prodé-
mocratie. Plusieurs centaines
de personnes se sont ainsi ras-
semblées hier soir dans le centre
de Paris « en soutien au peuple
syrien ». « Vive la Syrie libre ! »

a aussi lancé devant 'Hoétel de
Ville le maire socialiste de Paris
Bertrand Delanog. « Ce que vit
depuis un an ce peuple comme
souffrances, comme horreur,
est insoutenable (...) Le dicta-

teur utilise des armes de guerre
contre son propre peug;le. tor-
ture des enfants », a dénoncé le

maire de Paris.

La persistance des violences a
en outre poussé Bahrein a fer-
mer son ambassade 2 Damas,
emboitant ainsi le pas a 'Arabie
saoudite.

(Sources : agences
et rédaction)

Paris demande a Damas de libérer le journaliste

La France a demandé hier au
régime syrien de libérer le jour-
naliste Mazen Darwich, arrété le
16 février & Damas, a indiqué
Bernard Valero, porte-parole du
ministére des Affaires étran-
geéres. Mazen Darwich a été
forturé et sa vie est en danger,
avaient déja affirmé mercredi

une quinzaine d’organisations
internationales, arabes et
syriennes de défense des droits
de I’'homme, qui ont également
exigé sa libération immédiate.
Parallélement, I"agence de
presse turque Anatolie a
rapporté hier que les deux
journalistes turcs portés dispa-

rus ont été remis aux services
de renseignements syriens par
la milice soutenant le régime.
L'un des deux journalistes, le
caméraman freelance Hamit
Coskun, est blessé et aurait été
forturé, a souligné |'agence,
citant des sources locales et
des témoins.

LIran envoie 40 tonnes d’« aides meédicales »

Llran, un des rares alliés du
régime syrien dans la région,
a envoyé 40 fonnes d’« aides
médicales » remises hier au
Croissant-Rouge a Damas,

a rapporté Iagence officielle
IRNA. Selon Mohammad Reza
Raouf Chibani, I'ambassadeur
iranien & Damas, « frois autres

cargaisons comprenant des
produits alimentaires, des
ambulances, des tentes et des
couvertures seront envoyées
prochainement, en ayant &
Iesprit les actions terroristes
menées contre la population
syrienne ».

Toujours sur ce point, le

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

ministre algérien des Affaires
étrangéres a évoqué mercredi
& Alger la possibilité d’achemi-
ner « dans les prochains jours »
de |'aide humanitaire dans

« des conditions acceptables »,
sans toutefois donner de préci-
sion sur cette aide humanitaire
internationale.
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Ankara redoute I'afflux de 500 000

réfugiés sur son sol

Un millier de Syriens fuyant
le conflit dans leur pays se
sont réfugiés ces 24 dernie-
res heures en Turquie, selon
le Croissant-Rouge. « Le
nombre de réfugiés syriens
a augmenté d'un millier en
une seule journée et a grimpé
a 14 700 », dont la majorité
sont des femmes, jeunes et
enfants, a précisé le porte-
parole du ministére turc des
Affaires étrangeéres Selcuk
Unal lors d’un point de pres-
se 2 Ankara, au jour anniver-
saire de la révolte en Syrie,
pays voisin de la Turquie.
Parmi eux se trouve un gé-
néral de I'armée syrienne qui
a rejoint les rangs des déser-
teurs en Turquie regroupés
sous le drapeau de I"Armée
syrienne libre (ASL) qui
disposent d’'une base a Ha-
tay dans le Sud, ou se trou-
vent les camps de réfugiés, a
précisé le diplomate. « Avec
ce général qui est arrivé hier
(mercredi), nous accueillons
a présent sept généraux »,
a-t-il affirmé. Un groupe
de 700 réfugiés était déja
arrivé en Turquie mercred'i,
marquant une importante
augmentation du nombre de
Syriens se réfugiant en terri-
toire turc depuis le début du
mouvement de contestation.

Cette vague de réfugiés
s'explique, selon les Turcs,

ar loffensive menée par
r’armée syrienne contre le
bastion rebelle d’'Idleb dans
le nord-ouest de la Syrie et
qui pousse les civils a fuir
vers la Turquie. « Nous nous
attendons a ce que d’autres
(Syriens) arrivent en Turquie
par la province frontaliére

Prés d’un millier de Syriens auraient traversé la frontiére vers la

Turquie en 24h.

Bulenr Kilic/AFP

de Hatay. Il existe divers
scénarios qui prévoient un
chiffre pouvant aller jusqu'a
500 000 » personnes, a dé-
claré le président du Crois-
sant-Rouge turc Ahmet
Lutfi Akar, cité par I'agence
de presse Anatolie, recon-
naissant cependant qu'une
telle situation relevait de I’
« extréme ». La construction
d’un nouveau camp d'une
capacité de 20 000 places a
quand méme été entamée
dans la province de Sanliurfa
dans le Sud-Est. Un autre
camp de réfugiés, composé
cette fois de conteneurs,
est également en cours de
construction depuis Ihiver
a Kilis, sur la route menant
a Alep.

Le vice-Premier minis-
tre turc Besir Atalay a par
ailleurs accusé hier Damas
de poser des mines a sa fron-
tiére pour barrer le passage

aux réfugiés.

D’autre part, le « convoi
pour la Liberté » d’activis-
tes syriens qui tentait hier
d’entrer en Syrie depuis
la Turquie s'est arrété aux
abords de la ville frontaliére
de Kilis et n'ira pas plus loin,
selon plusieurs témoins. Ce
convoi, composé de quelques
centaines de personnes, pour
la plupart des Syriens exilés
ou de la diaspora, était parti
hier matin de la ville turque
de Gaziantep a destination
de la frontiére syrienne. Le
but de la caravane était en

rincipe d’apporter de l'aide
Eumanitaire a la population
syrienne mais, comme ce fut
le cas lors d'une premiere
tentative également partie
de Gaziantep le 12 janvier,
il n’a pas pu s’approcher du
poste-frontiére.

(Source : agences)
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Today's Zaman (Turquie)

¥

Members from the OzgirDer held a demonstration in front of the Syrian Consulate General, asking Syrian authorities to return the two missing joumalists to Turkey.

Missing Turkish journalists handed over to Syrian intelligence

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Earlier in the day, Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Selcuk Unal also said Turkish authorities
have contacted their Syrian counterparts to deter
mine the whereabouts of the two joumalists, but
that there has been no information officially con-
firmed as to where they are and if they are safe.
Turkey also appears to be in contact with Syr-

ian ally Iran. Turkish officials told Today's Zaman
that Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu phoned
his Iranian counterpart, Ali Akbar Salehi, on
Wednesday to discuss the missing journalists.
Davutoglu told Salehi that Syria should “awid
making a mistake.” Ozkose, a reporter from the
istanbul-based Gercek Hayat (Real Life) maga-
zine and the Milat daily, arrived with Coskun,

a cameraman, in Syria on March 5. They were
last heard from on March 10. Members from
the Freedom Association (Ozgar-Der) on Thurs-
day held a demonstration in front of the Syrian
Consulate General in Istanbul, asking Syrian
authorities to return the two missing journalists
to Turkey. The protesters also chanted slogans
against the Syrian regime. Istanbul Today's Zaman

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

PHOTOOTODAY'S ZAMAN, MEHMET YAMAN



Vendredi 16 mars 2012, #61, p. 57 / Friday, March 16, #61 p. 57

Times of Oman

1.4m face risk of hunger
in Svyria due to unrest

DAMASCUS: Civil unrest is putting 1.4 million people at risk from
hunger in Syria, which must raise cereal imports by around a third
to offset a loss in local output, the United Nations’ food agency said
yesterday. “Continued civil unrest in the Syrian Arab Republic
since mid-March 2011 has raised serious concern over the state of
food security, particularly for vulnerable groups,” the Food and Ag-
ricultural Organisation (FAO) said. The agency said that last year’s
cereal production in Syria — estimated at 4.2 million tonnes — was
about 10 per cent less than the previous five years’ average, follow-
ing late and erratic rains and widespread civil unrest.
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

1,000 flee Syria in a day

FRANCE REFUSES TO ARM OPPOSITION AS 55 MORE ARE KILLED IN CONTINUING VIOLENCE

1
By LavELLE SaaD

GCC/Middle East Editor

Dubai As Syrians commem-
orated the first anniversary
of their revolution yester-
day, civilians fled the coun-
try following the past two
weeks of an “indiscrimi-
nate” military campaign
across the country.

Turkey which hosts over
10,000 refugees said nearly
1,000 people crossed the
border in the past 24 hours,
braving landmines placed
by Syrian troops. The
head of the Turkish Red
Crescent warned that the
number of Syrians arriv-
ing in Turkey could reach
amillion if the military
gn continued.
ast 55 more deaths
were reported yesterday
with monitors saying that
the death toll surpassed
9,000 yesterday. “A total of
9,113 people have been killed,
including 6,645 civilians,”
the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

Troops backed by tanks
were heading to Daraa,
near the Syrian-Jordanian
border, in a move seen as a
preparation for a widescale
attack on the province.

The sur in violence
came as UN-Arab League
special envoy, Kofi Annan,
is scheduled to report to the
UN Security Council on his
diplomatic efforts to end the
conflict today.

Pro-regime rallies

Due to the deteriorating
security, Bahrain has de-
cided to close its embassy
in Damascus and to recall
its diplomats, BNA news
agency said.

In a setback for the oppo-

ECLECTIC MIX

AL ASSAD'S
MUSIC

Emails between Syrian President
Bashar Al Assad's account and
iTunes give an insight into his
musical fancies as his country is
torn apart, reports The Guardion.

Apart from songs by Lebanese
actor and singer Nasri
Shamseddine, there is an eclectic
mix of artists from the 1990s
British duo Right Said Fred to
the US singer Chris Brown.

One of the more unusual
purchases, made through an
American Express account,
occurred on February 5 when
Assad sent his wife, Asma, an
iTunes file of the US country star
Blake Shefton singing God Gave
Me You. Asthe conflict in Syria
intensified Al Assad continued to
add to his eclectic playlist, ordering
Hurt by Leona Lewis, Look at Me
Now by Cheis Brown featuring Lil
Wayne and Busta Rhymes.

~ Gulf News Report

sition, French Foreign Min-
ister Alain Juppe rejected
their weapons requests,
ying that arming them
could lead to catastrophic
civil war.

The opposition fighters
were bolstered by about
20,000 soldiers who have
deserted the armed forces
in less than a month, ac-
cording to Turkish intelli-
gence reports.

Pro-regime rallies were
also staged yesterday
across the country as state
TV aired people gathering
in Damascus, Aleppo, Lata-
kia, Suweida and Hasaka.

See also Page 13

sa

Seeking shelter

Refugees gather near the Turkish border at Reyhanli in Antakya yesterday. The head of the Turkish Red Crescent
warned that the number of Syrians arriving in Turkey could reach half o million if Bashar Al Assad’s regime
keeps up its year-long crackdown on dissent.
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UEA)

Nato’s lesson for Syria

Risk of the unknown makes intervention in Syria a remote possibility

PERSPECTIVE

John D. Podesta and Ken Gude

ato’s intervention in Libya

one year ago helped to

avert a humanitarian catas-

trophe and created the con-

ditions for Libya's citizens
to end Colonel Muammar el-Gaddafi’s
dictatorship. The military operation
highlighted important improvements in
European leadership since the Bosnian
debacle in the 1990, but the condi-
tions underlying the Libya mission’s
success cannot be counted upon to exist
again in the future. Indeed, NATO’s ac-
complishment in Libya risks obscuring
persistent weaknesses in Europe’s mili-
tary capabilities.

Europe’s unity of purpose in Libya
contrasts sharply with its divisions and
indecisiveness as Yugoslavia disintegrat-
ed inthe early 1990’s. The United States
had to coax many Western European
countries into helping to stop the slaugh-
ter of innocents in Bosnia. And, though
the transatlantic alliance was more uni-
fied and responsive during the subse-
quent Kosovo crisis, the US was still
firmly in the driver's seat.

In Libya, the roles were reversed:
Western Europeans had to push the US
to take action.The manner in which
President Barack Obama brought the
US into the effort to protect Libyan ci-
vilians mollified European concerns
about American hubris that had grown
out of the Iraq War. It also made possi-
ble a broad coalition of countries, as
well as the first-ever call for interven-
tion from the Arab League. Obama’s
decision that the US should play a sup-
porting role, with other Nato partners -
particularly France and the United
Kingdom - taking the lead, reinforced
the global perception of the mission’s
legitimacy.

Today, the growing debate about a
Syrian intervention raises legitimate
questions concerning whether Libya
was a unique situation. Libya’s proxim-
ity to Europe both lowered barriers to
participation and stimulated Europe’s
sense of responsibility. Moreover, many
European countries have direct inter-
ests in Libya, and thus had a clear stake
in the outcome. Libyans’ opposition to
Gaddafi was relatively well organised,
was recognised by the international
community, and had explicitly called
for outside intervention.

While the conditions in Libya were
certainly optimal, the situation in Syria
is better described as uniquely compli-
cated for any intervention. For starters,
Syria’s location in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean is not as advantageous as is
Libya's position in North Africa. Syria’s
borders with Turkey, Iraq, Lebanon,
and Israel also present unique chal-
lenges to regional security, given the

HOLDING BACK THE NATO CARD...UN-Arab League envoy for Syria Kofi
Annan (L) and Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Muallem meet in Damascus on
March 10 following a meeting with Syrian President Bashar Al Assad. — AFP

potential not only for international con-
flict, but also for destabilising cross-
border flows of refugees. Syria also has
allies — most importantly Russia, with
reto-wielding seat on the United Na-
ecurity Council
significant obstacles to interven-
tion, and the genuine risk of making an
already terrible situation worse, makes
direct military intervention in Syria a
remote possibility at this time. That is
tragic in many ways, but it does not
mean that the positive post-Libya mo-
mentum towards the protection of civil-
ians is entirely lost. Even though it
ended infailure, the Arab League agree-
ment with the Assad regime to allow
observers into Syria to facilitate an end
to the conflict was brokered, as Oman’s
foreign minister said, “to save the Arab
world from Western intervention.” That
mission did not stop the Killing, but it
represented an escalation of pressure to
end the slaughter.

For Nato, thatleverage depends upon
its members’ ability to marshal the will
and resources to intervene if necessary.
In Libya, Europe finally had the will to
lead, but it lacked the means, and still
relied heavily on the US. Even though
the US was not the first to call for mili-
tary action, its participation in the mis-
sion was essential and confirmed its
status as the one indispensable nation in
the Western alliance.

With very small exceptions, the Lib-
ya campaign was exclusively an air
war. True, the majority of strike sorties
were carried out by non-US aircraft,
with particular credit going to Den-
mark, Norway, and Belgium, which
flew a disproportionate share of the
missions. But European policymakers
should not fool themselves into think-
ing that these numbers mean that their
air-combat capabilities are sufficient to
operate independently of America.

In addition to its air-strike deficien-
cies, Europe demonstrated serious
shortfalls across all of the areas required
to sustain any air campaign. As General
Mark Welsh, Commander of US Air
Forces in Europe, told top officers and
industry executives at a gathering last
summer, “We need more intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance capa-
bility, and we need it now.”

Unfortunately, the ongoing economic
crisis is exerting downward pressure on
defence budgets across Nato, exposing
the need for greater cooperation among
the alliance’s European members. The
harm caused by budget cuts is likely to
multiply i’ all European governments
slash spending in the same areas. Ger-
man Air Force Commander Lieutenant
General Aarne Kreuzinger-Janik warns
that this would create “even bigger gaps
and shortfalls.” European governments
must now work to ensure that they invest
their limited resources in the right areas.

The transatlantic alliance has reached
a fork in the road. Down the path less
traveled lies greater coordination on
both strategic objectives and develop-
ment of military capacity, particularly
within Europe, where governments must
better allocate resources among them-
selves in order to overcome the key defi-
ciencies revealed by the Libya mission.
The more familiar road leads to wastetul
overlap and lower investment in key
technologies, leaving wider gaps than
ever in Europe's defence capability.

If Europe is to build on its success in
Libya, it needs to take the road less trav-
eled. It will make all the difference.
John D. Podesta, Chief of Staff to
President Bill Clinton from 1998 to
2001, is Chairman of the Center for
American Progress. Ken Gude is Chief
of Staff and Vice President of the
Center for American Progress.
© Project Syndicate
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Bashar exposed

M Syrian leader’s emails show him taking advice from Iran, joking about his reform promises

LONDON - Thousands of emails
purported to be from the private ac
counts of Bashar Al-Assad and his
wife show the Syrian president took
advice from Iran on how to handle
the uprising against his rule, joked
about his promises of reform and
bypassed US sanctions to shop on
iTunes, the Guardian newspaper
has reported

The newspaper said Thursday it
got the trove of emails from a mem
ber of the Syrian opposition whom
it does not identify. The documents
are said to have been intercepted by
members of the Supreme Council
of the Revolution between June and

carly February

There was no immediate re
sponse from Damascus

The emails paint a picture of
a ruling family that seems far re
moved from an uprising that has
pushed the Arab nation to the brink
of civil war, killing more than 7,500
people over the past year, accord
ing to international observers. Ac
cording to the Guardian, the Syrian
first lady, Asma Assad, spent tens of
thousands of dollars buying Iuxury
goods online, including gold jew
elry laden with gems, as well as
chandeliers and furmture

I'he purported emails also of

fer insight into the president’s inner
circle. According to the Guardian,
the emails show that Assad has re
ceived advice from Iran. Ahead of
a speech in December, Assad’s me
dia consultant said his advice to the
president was based on “consulta
tions with a good number of people
mn addition to the media and politi
cal adviser for the Iraman ambas
sador.”

I'he memo advised Assad to use
‘powerful and violent” language
and encouraged the regime to “leak
more information related to our
military capability” to convince
the public that it could withstand a

military challenge

According to the purported
emails from Assad, the president
also was briefed in detail about the
presence of Western journalists in
the rebel-held Baba Amr district of
Homs, and he was urged to “tighten
the security grip” there in Novem
ber, the report said. Several foreign
journalists were among the hun
dreds of people killed in Homs over
the past year.

The Guardian published a
lengthy explanation of why 1t be
lieves the emails are genuine, say
ing the cache includes private infor
mation, such as family photographs

that the verification process does
not rule out the possibility that there
are fake emails in the cache. The
shopping habits of the president and
first lady are the subject of many of
the missives. On July 19, according
to the purported emails quoted by
the Guardian, Asma Assad placed
an order with her cousin for four
necklaces made in a Paris workshop:
“1 turquoise with yellow gold
diamonds and a small pave on side”
as well as a cornaline, “full black
onyx” and “amethyst with white
gold diamonds.”

When she learned there would be
a delay in the order, she wrote that
she did not mind, the report said. “T
am absolutely clueless when it comes
to fine jewelry!” she wrote, before
signing off: “Kisses to you both, and
don’t worry, we are well!”

The trove of quoted messages
suggests a loving relationship
between the president and first lady.

In one email cited, Asma Assad
informs her husband she will be done
at 5 PM. The president responds by
making light of the changes he has
promised in Syria, saying: “This is
the best reform any country can have
that u told me where will you be, we
are going to adopt it instead of the
rubbish laws of parties, elections,
media.......”

Another email has Assad sending
his wife a clip from America’s Got
Talent showing “the best illusion
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and videos, a scan of the president’s
identity card and other details that,
it said, “would be difficult for even
the best-resourced hoaxer or intel
ligence agency to gather or fabn
cate

The sam(at)alshahba.com and
ak(analshahba.com accounts that
activists say were used by Bashar
Assad and his wife “communicate
regularly and in affectionate terms
with the wider family and advisers
some of whose email addresses are
easily verified,” the newspaper said
Still, the Guardian acknowledged

= Continued on P5
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Dialogue Syria’s best hope, but chances slim

Editor’s Note:

The UN-Arab League envoy Kofi Annan
has just left Syria, after actively seek-

ing dialogue opportunities between the
Assad administration and the opposition
Did his visit achieve anything? What does
the Syrian public think? Global Times
(GT) reporter Cao Lei talked to Sami
Moubayed (Moubayed), 2 Damascus-
based political analyst and editor-in-chief
of Forward magazine, on these issues.

GT: Did Annan’s visit achieve anything
concrete?

Moubayed: No. Different stakehold-
ers in the Syrian crisis, who originally
approved Annan's mandate, are still
divided on what they want from Syria.
Syrian officialdom is saying that no
dialogue will succeed so long as “armed
terrorist groups” are freely roaming the
Syrian streets, insisting that military
operations come first. The government
is carrying out an extensive campaign
in northern Idlib, similar to the one
implemented in the embattled Baba
Amro neighborhood of Homs.

So long as there is no UN resolu-
tion mandating implementation of the
Arab League Initiative, then they will
continue to ignore any calls to stop the
military operations, or delegate powers
to the vice president.

The Americans, busy with election
year, are clearly not in a hurry to solve
things in Syria, and apart from calling
on Assad to step down, they have pro-
vided no road map as to how that can
happen, and how the transition would
look like in Syria.

The Arab League still thinks, how-
ever, that it can make it happen. UN
blue helmets are no longer on the table
for Syria. Nor is a coup, and certainly,
nor is an Egypt, Tunisia, or Libya-like
scenario.

Heavyweights like Qatar and Saudi
Arabia are most interested in arming
the Syrian opposition, which is being
vetoed by the Americans and Europe-
ans, who fear that these arms can find
their way into the hands of Al Qaeda.
The Russians don’t want regime change

Sami Moubayed

in Syria. They are still willing to torpedo
any UN resolution on such, as they did
in October 2010 and last January.

Nor did the hard-line Syrian opposi-
tion abroad, like the Syrian National
Council (SNC), want Kofi Annan to
succeed. The SNC says that

way, especially in border cities where
smuggling of arms is easy, like Daraa,
Tal Kalakh, and Zabadani.

It is unsafe to be out at night, be-
cause there are so many arms out there,
and not all of them are in the hands of
rebels. Many of those arms have found
their way into the hands of criminals
who are thriving at the chaos that is
underway in Syria, and the government
is completely incapable of imposing law
and order.

No doubt, the government is to
blame for the chaos, but as an ordinary
Syrian living through the turmoil, I
cannot accept further militarization and
certainly not in a city that for ages has
been hailed as one of the safest in the
world. The more arms are smuggled
in, the more we may run the risk of
Damascus transforming into another
Beirut or Baghdad.

Having said that, [ need to stress that
there were no arms on the streets when
this all started in mid-March 2011. Back
then, all stories of armed gangs were
fabrications by the Syrian media. Arms
began to appear by late summer 2011,

as the violence escalated,

only a military option will
work. With such a divided

and today the situation is
completely out of hand,

front, it was very hard
for Annan to achieve any
breakthrough.

GT: Annan has voiced his objection

to further militarization of the Syrian
opposition by foreign powers, concern-
ing that this will worsen the situation in
Syria. How has foreign military support
to Syrian opposition altered the political
situation in Syria?

Moubayed: | live in Damascus and
wake up in the middle of the night
hearing gunfire in the horizon, from
the orchards of Mezzeh where battles
are ongoing between the rebel Free Syr-
ian Army and the Syrian army. There
are stories of kidnapping, theft, assault,
and murder taking place all around us.
You can only imagine how chaotic the
scene is in different cities and towns
where higher militarization is under-

and very unsafe.

GT: What is the ultimate obstacle to
discussion between the Assad regime
and the opposition?

Moubayed: In principle, I think it is
wrong to say: “We refuse to talk.” Dia-
logue is the essence of politics.

In 1925-27, the Syrians rose in revolt
against the French Mandate. When they
realized that ending the Mandate was
close to impossible through military
means, the Syrian National Bloc, the
leading anti-French movement, was
established by the country’s notables,
aimed at achieving independence
through dialogue, rather than military
force. And they eventually achieved
that, through dialogue and political
brinkmanship, rather than through bul-
lets and war.

The opposition today can sit at the

table with the regime and say: “We want
to change the regime — in full.” What

1 am saying, however, is too utopian,
and I think that even if the opposition
agrees to sit down for dialogue, the an-
gry street will not accept this. They will
continue to demonstrate, demanding
regime change.

Let us pretend, however, that
dialogue does happen. If it does, the
opposition will be asked to deliver, for
example, calming the street in exchange
for a phased transfer of power. But they
can't do this, and it would be scandal-
ous for them to take up this role given
that,
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As an ordinary Syrian
living through the
turmoil, I cannot accept
further militarization.

Sami Moubayed

GT: How do ordinary people in Syria
see the different stances by foreign
countries on their crisis?

Moubayed: The Syrian people are di-
vided. The pro-regime street is thrilled
with China and Russia, for obvious
reasons, failing to realize, however, that
the two countries are supporting their
own interests in Syria, rather than the
regime itself.

The opposition street, of course, is
furious with both China and Russia.
They blame the two countries for all the
ills currently underway, and claim that
their double-veto only empowered the
regime at their expense.

What the people want is a viable
solution that can bring justice, rather
than revenge, to the streets of Syria.
They want justice, accountability, free-
dom, and democracy. Sadly, none of the
stakeholders, whether China, Russia,
the Arab League, the EU, or the US,
have to date, been able to advance any
of these claims.
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