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La petite cour des Assad
révélée par ses courriels

PENDANT LE MASSACRE, le shop-
ping continue. Des quelque 3000
courriels, échangés de juinzo11a
février2012 par le couple présiden-
tiel syrien et une partie de son
entourage, piratés par des oppo-
sants et révélés par le quotidien
britannique The Guardian, 1a pres-
se a surtout retenu la frénésie
d'achats en ligne d’Asma Al-Assad.
Elle commande de couteux escar-
pins, un nécessaire a fondue au
chocolat et fait venir via Dubai
pour 35000 euros de bougeoirs,
chandeliers et lustres. Bachar
Al-Assad, pour sa part, télécharge
de la pop miévre et commande le
DVDdeHarry Potter 7.

Mais le plus intéressant est ce
que ces courriels révelent de la
gestion médiatique de la crise par
le pouvoir. Ony apprend que
I'ambassade d'Iran est consultée.
Maisiln'y a aucune allusion aux
questions sécuritaire, probable-
ment traitées oralement ou dans
d'autres cercles.

L'équipe de conseil de Bachar
Al-Assad semble essentiellement
féminine, jeune, et inexpérimen-
tée. Trois femmes prévalent. Luna
Chebel, une ancienne présentatri-
ce d’Al-Jazira et I'épouse du jour-
naliste vedette SamiKleib, qui tra-
vaille actuellement a un projet de
télévision prosyrienne a Bey-
routh, est la plus sérieuse et la
plus engagée. Elle lui transmet
des retours sur la situation,
notamment le chaos sécuritaire a
Alep, et lui donne des conseils sur
la facon de museler la presse.

Le duo formeé par Sheherazad
Jaafari et Hadeel Al-Ali est plus
intriguant. Agées de moins de
25ans, elles sont des groupies. La
premiére, qui est passée par une
firme new-yorkaise de relations
publiques, est la fille de 'ambassa-
deur syriena 'ONU. Depuis la
révelation de ses conseils mala-
droits avant une interview avec la
chaine américaine ABC,ilyaun
mois, elle est tombée en disgrace.

La deuxiéme, jeune et pul-
peuse Alaouite de Qardaha, le vil-
lage des Assad, a été formée a
I'université du Montana. Omni-
présente, Hadeel Al-Ali épluche la
presse pour Bachar Al-Assad. Elle
fait aussi le lien avec Hussein Mor-
tada, le dirigeant de la chaine ira-
nienne en arabe Al-Alam. Elle par-
seme ses courriels au président
de smileys et de compliments. Est-
elle la correspondante anonyme
ayant ouvert, fin 2011, une adres-
se via laquelle Bachar Al-Assad
recoit des chansons, un « je
t‘aime» laconique et la photo
d'une belle brune de dos, quasi
nue ? Est-ce elle qui le surnomme

«mon canard »? Est-ce aelle qu'il
pense en téléchargeant Bizarre
Love Triangle, de New Order ?

Khaled Ahmed semble égale-
ment jouer un role important,
notamment a Homs, ou il signale
au président la présence de jour-
nalistes occidentaux. « Tout cela
donne une impressiond’improvi-
sation et de grande desorganisa-
tion, explique un bon connaisseur
du clan présidentiel. Chacuna son
idee sur ce qu’il faut faire. Chacun
veut sefaire bienvoir et rejette les
échecs sur les autres. »

C'estaussi le cas de Fawaz
AFAkhras, cardiologue a Londres
et pere d'Asma. Le fondateur de la
British Syrian Society, originaire
d’'Homs, semble mal a I'aise, il
demande a Bachar Al-Assad de réa-
girauxaccusations de torture. Un
de ses amis proches, le milliardai-
re Wafic Said, qui vit entre Lon-
dres et Paris, lui fait comprendre
qu'il ne peut pas continuer a presi-
der la Syria Heritage Foundation,
uneinstitutionrattachée a Asma
Al-Assad, mais qu'il ne dirarien
publiquement. « Combien
d'autres defections silencieuses y
a-t-il?, s'interroge le proche du
palais. Probablement beaucoup.»

Vétementscontre lesballes
Asma Al-Assad n'apparait ni pri-
sonniére du clan présidentiel ni de
sa fonction, mais comme une
Marie-Antoinette orientale, sou-
cieuse de récupérer 'argentde la
détaxea I'exportation des produits
qu'elleachete et agacée de recevoir
deux tables de nuit dépareillées. Sa
seule allusiona la situation remon-
teau 3odécembre 2013, lorsqu'elle
fait suivre a son mari les liens de
sites de vétements de ville renfor-
cés contre les balles. A laméme
peériode, elle lui écrit : « Si nous som-
mesforts ensemble, nous surmonte-
ronscela...Jet’aime...» Lorsque son
amie, la princesse qatarienne
Mayassa Al-Thani, I'adjure de choi-
sir I'exil, elle cesse de répondre.
Bacharest prudent. Contraire-
ment a safemme, il efface ses
mails aussitot lus. Lorsqu'elle lui
annonce qu'elle rentre tot a la mai-
son, il a ce cridu cceur: « C'est la
meilleure réforme dont un pays
pouvait réver, nous allons I'adop-
tera la place de ces lois pourries
sur les elections (...).» 11 affiche le
méme meépris pour les observa-
teurs de la Ligue arabe, dupés par
sonarmeée. Ainsi qu'un gout pour
Ihumour mortifere, lorsqu'il fait
suivre la vidéo d'un illusionniste
américain reconstituant le corps
d'un homme prétendument cou-
péendeux ala trongonneuse.®@
CHRISTOPHE AYAD
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Syrie Bassma Kodmani, responsable des relations extérieures du Conseil national
syrien, appelle la Russie a faire pression sur le régime de Damas

« On veut une aide militaire »

interview
Gaance Le Caisne
et Francois Clemenceau

Selonvous, qui acommis!'attentat
hier a Damas ?

Les jeunes de la révolution ac-
cusent le régime d'avoir organisé
ces attentats pour détourner I'at-
tention. Selon moi, cela vient effec-
tivernent de I'intérieur du pouvoir,
maislasignification est autre. Les
immeubles visés sont des forteres-
ses. Ces attentats ne peuvent étre
commis sans de trés fortes compli-
cités directes al'intérieur des ser-
vicesd : e R p
de gens dans'appareil de sécurité
souhaitent faire défection mais ne
lefont pas pour continuer a fournir
des informations a la révolution. Il
y a des dissensions au sein de l'ar-
meée. D'ailleurs, certaines de ses uni-
tés ne sont plus sollicitées pour les
taches les plus criminelles par
crainte de défections massives. Pour
ces taches, le pouwir ne peut plus
compter que sur les unités les plus
loyales:la 4° division et la garderé-
publicaine. Et les Chabihas, ses mi-
lices,

Desexperts affrment quele
régime est condamné a terme.
Paradoxalement, le temps

ne jove-t-i pas contre vous?

Oui. La militarisation de notre
mouvement a d'abord permis a la
révolution de continuer. Les com-
battants de I' Armée syrienne libre
forment une ceinture autour des
villes, desvillages, qui permet aux
habitants de continuera vivre, man-
ger et manifester pacifiquement. A
'extérieur se trouve un deuxieme
cercle, avec les forces de sécurité.
C'est la qu'elles s'affrontent avec
I'Armée syrienne libre. Face anx
chars du pouvoir, les militants veu-
lent maintenant s'équiper d'armes
plus lourdes, On entre dansun en-
grenage dangereux. [l n'est pas dans
l'intérét des révolutionnaires que
lasituation se prolonge, maislaré-
volte ne va pass'arréter. Le régime
ne va pas se stabiliser et reprendre
le contréle de la situation.

Pourtant, { arepris Homs,
Zabadanl, Idiib...

LaFrance «condamne avec fermeté »les deux

attentatsd'hler a Damas, des actes de « terrorisme »
Injustifiables. Cette attaque fragilise davantage encore
edes N;

latrés diffidle tive del

Consell de sécurité, le sceptidsme est de rigueur aprés
son annonce de l'envol d'une mission dexperts 3
Damas. «Nous ne nous faisons pas dillusions, dédare

unles, Kofi Annan, d'obtenk un cessez-le-feu en Syrie.
Damas exige toujours que les insurgés déposentles
armes enp Kofl Annan aurait p élulde
falre taire en priorité les armes lourdes, autrement dit,
celles de 'armée syrienne, les plus dévastatrices. Au

dipl e le régime syrien tlent et veut régler
F'affaire militalr » Quant au C¢ il
syrlen, qui repr ésente 'opposition a l'extérieur du pays,
sesdivislons internes se sont amplifiées cette semaine
avecla detrols de by
F.C.avec Alexandra Geneste a New York

Tlvales perdre a nouveau. Nous
s

Votre bureau miiitalre deliaison a-

dansun T
d'une armée conventionnelle face
4 un mouvement quis'organise
comme une guérillaurbaine. L'ap-
peler « guérillaurbaine » dénature
le mouvement, mais le modéle est
celui-la. Les combattants se dépla-
cent tout le temps. L'erreur de se
concentrer dans un seul endroit,
comme a Baba Amro, ne sera plus
commise, Dans la campagne de
Damas, ils neseferontjamais pren-
dre. Ce sont des petites unités tres
légéres qui se déplacent tout le
temps.

t-lc éa travalller?
LeConseil national syrien (CNS)
essayed'organiser le contact entre
les unités sur le terrain et le bureau
militaire, installéen Turquie. L'ob-
jectifest!'unificationdes rangs pour
les aun d t
intégré, C'est ambitieux, cela pren-

On a beancoup misé sur la com-
munauté internationale, qui nous
adécus, Larue en Syrie nous de-
mande: » Qu avez-vous obtenu ? Cela
fait quatre mots que vous utilisez
tout votre temps a discuter avec la
#é internationale au liew

de nous parler. » Que voulez-vous

dradu temps mais c'est né re,

qu'on leurdise ? On n'a rien obtenu.
La ¢ internationale de-

sinon on va se retrouver avec des
milices qui feront ce qu'elles veu-
lent surle terrain.

Peut-on vous faire confiance ?
Le CNS est trés critiqué..

mandesans cesseau CNSde sélar-
gir, d'intégrer davantage de monde
pour étre plus représentatif des mi-

nor | relig; -
suite, elle s'étonne qu'on n'ait pas
de discours cohérent et qu'on soit
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Bassma Kodmani éricDessons/ 100

L'attentat commis hier
aDamas afait 27 morts
et 140 blessés. Reuters

divisés. Tout cela nous a conduits
dans une situation de creux dont
nous en parti 1 t
responsables.

Que demandez-vous aujourd'hui 7

Nous souhaitons une interven-
tion militaire. Nous discutons au
sein du conseil sur la forme qu'elle
doit prendre. On veut d'abord la
création de zones tampons ala fron-
tiere turque et a la frontiere jorda-
nienne, pour y mettre des hopitaux,
poury installer l'opposition politi-
que, pourquoi pas des campsd'en-
trainement...

Le régime de Bachar ne coopé-
rera jamais. La seulelueur d'espoir,
c'est que la Russie change de posi-
tion, qu'elle prenne conscienceque
Ce pouvoir ne pourra survivre et
qu'elle fasse pressionsur Damas. Il
faut organiser le changement du ré-
gime au lieu de I'arracher par la
force, comme cela a été le casen
Libye. Mais on refuse dedialoguer.
La seule négociation doit concer-
ner les modalités de son départ.

Et siles Russes ne veulent pas?

L'Arméesyrienne libreva conti-
nuerde s'armer, On va entrer dans
un scénario de guerre prolongée
avec tous les dangers que cela re-
présente pourtout le monde. C'est
la Syrie qui est menacée. Pas la Syrie
démocratique ou autoritaire, la
Syrie elle-méme dans son intégrité
physique. @
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Il colpo di Anonymus

Le scappatelle di Assad mentre massacra i siriani

Scoperto tra le sue mail un carteggio con una donna misteriosa. La moglie Asma descritta come un'oca

11 CARLOPANELLA

WEE Verao falsa chesia, lanoti-
za di una sorta di bunga-bunga
viaInternet trail sanguinario pre-
sidente siriano Beshar al Assad e
una misteriosa donna discinta,
con tanto di frasi alla liceale e
smack sullo schermo ¢ di quelle
che intrigano. Tra i tremila mes-
saggimail del presidentesirianoe
di sua moglie Asma intercettati
dalla rete intemazionale di
ker Anonymus ¢ poi girati all'op-
posizione siriana e al Guardian e
al Daily Telegraph, si troverebbe
anche una piccante corrispon-
denza con una misteriosa e con-
urbante signora che ha inviato
adal Assad unafotoin cui

@ ripresa di spalle, il busto se-
minudo, le braccia alzate contro
una parete, addosso solo un reg-
giseno bianco e i vestiti ammon-
ticchiati a terra. La foto e stata in-
viataadAssadl'11 dicembrescor-
so da una donna che non & sua
moglie: I'email non contiene al-
cun testo non @ chiaro chi sia il
mittente del messaggio. Secondo
i membri dell'opposizione siria-
na, la donna potrebbe anche uti-
lizzare un altro indirizzo email
per mandare ad Assad messaggi
ancora pitl intimi. Questo ac-
count & stato creato il 1 dicembre
scorso, quando venne inviata
unamail ad Assad conscrittosolo
«ciaow, Mail galeotta a cui lui ri-
spose. Conil passare del tempo, il
tono dello scambio diventa piu
romantico, i due si passano an-
che musica di una popolare can-
tante libanese, Fairuz, e lui ad un
certo punto lui sembra mandarle
il certificato di un regalo. Il 17
gennaio, Assad riceve una e mail
dal secondo account con un sin-
golo, unico carattere inarabo che
un altro,
che contienesolouna«x», il segno
universalmente usato per indica-
re il bacio. Naturalmente & tutto
piuttosto confuso, il tradimento
ai danni della moglie Asma &
ttt'altro che provato e ci si po-
trebbe  semplicemente  trovare
davanti ad una classica opera di
disinformatja da parte dell'oppo-
sizione siriana. Ma quello che &
certo & comunque sconvolgente.
Negli stessi giorni, nelle stesse ore
in cuiil presidente siriano macel-
la il suo popolo nelle strade (ieri &
stata conquistata Idlib, nei giorni
scorsi era stata sconfitta Homs,
con centinaia di vittime, tra cui
molte donne e bambini), chiuso
nel suo Palazzo presidenziale il

C-

Lamisteriosa donna del-
la fotografia inviata per
email al presidente aguz-
zinoAssad. A questa sono
seguite altre mail con
complimenti e regali(Ap)

dittatore i diletta in scambi mail
dal tenore adolescenziale con -
apparenti - sconosciute. Da parte
sua, la moglie Asma traspare da
centinaiadimail come unascioc-
china viziata che, incurante dei
quasidiecimilamorti mietutinel -
le strade dalla IV divisione di suo
cognato Maher al Assad, si occu-

lioa Doha). Il tre febbraio scorso,

libanesi come il milionario Hus-

magine che emerge da questoin-

paessenzialmente di shopping, e
dei pi1 costosi. In alcune mail in-
viate alla sua ex amica, la figlia
dell'emiro del Qatar Hamid bin
Khalifa al Thani, Asma parla in-
fatti del suo acquisto di candela-
bri etavoli da Parigi perla bellaci-
fra di 10.000 dollari {I'amic
con la quatariota cessa quando
questa consiglia ad Asma di con-
vincereil maritoascappareinesi-

mentreinfuria la battaglia dentro
la citta martire di Homs, la bella
oca Asma Assad si rivela impe-
gnata nell’acquisto e addirittura
di un paio di scarpe, dello stilista
Christian Louboutin, dal tacco di
cristallo alto 16 centimetri com-
prate a Parigi per ben 6.400 dolla-
ri. Naturalmente, tralemail di Be-
shar al Assad si trovano anche
consigli dei suoi corrispondenti

sein Mortada, vicino a Hezbollah
chegli suggerisce di cessare i suoi
continui riferimenti ad al Qaeda
giudicatiun erroretattico, o come
Khaled Ahmed, cheloavvisadella
presenza di giomalisti stranieri a
Homs e gli suggerisce di interve-
nire (la postazione dei giomalisti
fu bombardata e vennero uccisi
una reporter inglese e un inviato
francese). Nel complesso, 1'im-

tenso epistolario & sconcertante;
il presidente e sua moglie vi ap-
paiono per quello che sono: una
coppia di mediocri, viziati da im-
mense ricchezze e potere, total-
mente insensibili alla tragedia del
loro paese, probabilmente ma-

Piazza contro EuroVegas
«Porta solo corruzione»

Centinaia di manifestanti in
piazzaaMadrid controil pro-
getto“EuroVegas™ del miliar-
dario Usa Shelton Adelson,
unasortedicittadelladel gio-
co da di realizzare alla pe-
riferia della capitale spagno-
la. Tra i manifestanti Maria
Fernandez, portavoce della
piattaforma “EuroVegas No"
secondo laquale il progetto ¢
un «ricatto al lavoros e po-
trebbe portare «corruzione»,
«mafia internazionales, «ri-
ciclaggio del denaro sporco»
e «prostituziones. Per il mi-
liardario Usa portera lavoro.

La Germania torna
apensare al kaiser

Linstabilita al vertice della
Repubblica fa crescere la no-
stalgia della monarchia in
Germania. Lo ha sottolineato
Philip Kiril di Prussia, pro-
nipote dell'ultimo Kaiser Gu-
glielmo Il esiliato nel 1918 al-
la caduta della monarchia. [l
principe ha fattonotare che il
prossimo  presidente della
Repubblica Federale di Ger-
mania sara il terzo nell'arco
diappena2l mesi. Unalarga
maggioranza  trasversale
eleggera oggi il pastore pro-
testante Joachim Gauck capo
dello Stato come successore
del dimissionario presidente
“scroccone” Christian Wulff
inquisito dalla magistratura
per peculato. Da un sondag-
gio della rivista Focus risulta
che un tedesco su dieci

roci

potere del partito Baath.

IN ARRIVO ARMI DALL'IRAN

Due autobombe fanno 27 morti a Damasco, 'ombra di Al Qaeda

Non bastano i combattimenti fra esercito e
ribelli in varie citta della Siria. La capitale
Damasco ¢ stata squassata ieri mattina da
ben tre esplosioni che secondo un primo
bilancio hanno ucciso oltre 27 persone, in
massima parte civili, ferendone 97. Per la
veritd, ancora in serata, i media di regime
confermavano solo i primi due attentati,
causati da autobombe collocate, una pres-
so la sede della polizia penale vicino a piaz-
za Umayyad, teatro di recenti cortei a so-

stegno di Assad, l'altra vicino al quartier
generale dell'intelligence aerea. La Tv si-
riana ha mostrato corpi bruciati e maciul-
lati, ma non ha citato una terza esplosione
su di un autobus situato in un campo
dell'Esercito di liberazione della Palestina,
ospitato da Assad. | media hanno parlato

stragi arrivano peraltro nelle stesse ore in
cui emergono sospetti di interferenze
esterne incrociate nella crisi siriana. Gli
Usa, per bocea del Dipartimento di Stato,
temono che i molti aerei cargo segnalati in
arrivo in Sira dall'lran portino armi al re-
gime, alleato di Teheran, mentre da fonti

di “terroristi”, dando a intendere un lega-
me con ribelli fomentati dall'estero. Dicer-
to, da dicembre a oggi vi sono stati altri tre
attentati simili a Damasco e Aleppo. Le

dipl iche trapela che I'Arabia Saudita
starebbe fornendo a sua volta armi ai rivol-
tosi.

MIMOLT.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

novrati con determinazione e fe- bbe volentieri in Ger-
dal quartier generale delle mania un re sul modello bri-
Forze Armate, vero baricentro del tannicow.
Morto il papa copto
Aveva 88 anni
Emortoa88anniil capodella

Chiesa Copta d'Egitto, Papa
Shenuda I1I. Era malato da
molto tempo e I'anno scorso
era stato anche alcuni mesi
negli Stati Uniti per una te-
rapia. Appena si & sparsa la
notizia, un gran numero di
cristiani egiziani, ma anche
di musulmani, si & raccolta
alla cattedrale di Abbasseya,
presso la quale risiedeva pa-
pa Shenuda e dove ¢ morto
oggi pomeriggio. I funerali si
terranno martedi.
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La accion terrorista deja 27 muertos

El atentado en Damasco
sirve de excusa a Asad

LA INSOSTENIBLE situacion que vive Siria se agravo ain mas
ayer tras el doble atentado que dejé 27 muertosy 140 heridos
en Damasco. Hartos de la pasividad de la comunidad interna-
cional ante la masacre perpetrada por el régimen sirio, los opo-
sitores han emprendido el camino de las acciones terroristas,
una lamentable decisién que deslegitima su causa y puede ser-
vir para que Asad, invocando la radicalizacién de los disiden-
tes y la amenaza de Al Qaeda, justifique mas facilmente su bru-
tal campana de represion, que suma ya mas de 9.000 victimas.
La hipétesis de la creciente influencia del fundamentalismo en
la revuelta siria gané peso ayer, cuando Arabia Saudi anuncié
que estaba enviando armamento a los rebeldes a través de Jor-
dania, una informacién que sin embargo este tltimo pais neg6
de inmediato. La batalla de propaganda y desmentidos amplia
la brecha entre los bandos y evidencia el fracaso de Occidente
a la hora de atajar un conflicto enquistado que ha alcanzado el
punto de no retorno. Pero las particulares condiciones del caso
sirio han impedido a la ONU una intervencién como la que se
llevé a cabo en Libia, que propicio el final de Gadafi.
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Un doble atentado terrorista
en Damasco causa 27 muertos

»Dos coches bomba estallan junto a la
sede a los servicios de inteligencia del
régimeny al lado de una comisaria

DANIEL IRIARTE
CORRESPONSAL EN ESTAMBUL

El terrorismo golpea de nuevo a Da-
masco en plena revuelta y represion.
Ayer, dos coches bomba contra edifi-
cios dela seguridad mataron aveinti-
siete personas e hirieron a casi cien.
El primero destruyo la fachada de un
edificio de la temida inteligencia, en
tanto que la segunda explosion se
produjo juntoa unacomisaria de poli-
cia. Segun la agencia oficial Sana,
hubo un tercer atentado en un campo
de refugiados palestinos en el extra-
rradio de Damasco, pero las tnicas
victimas fueron los propios autores.
Por ahora nadie hareivindicado la
autoriadelos atentados, aunque el ré-
gimen losatribuye a «grupos terroris-
tas que operan en el pais». Por su par-
te, Basma Kodmani, miembro de la
oposicion organizada en el Consejo
Nacional Sirio, aseguré que los aten-
tados fueron orquestados por las au-
toridades sirias para culpar a los re-
beldes: «No creo que ninguna de las
fuerzas de oposicion o el Ejército Si-
rio Libre tenga la capacidad de llevar
acabounaoperacion contra esos edi-
ficios, que son como fortalezas. No
hay forma de que nadie penetre en

ellos sin complices dentro del apara-
to de seguridad», afirmo.

Presencia de Al Qaida
Son los mismos argumentos que se
han utilizado en algunos de los aten-
tados anteriores para poner en duda
la version oficial del régimen. Aun-
que lo cierto es que el terrorismo se
ha cebado con la vecina Irak, y no se
descarta que desde aqui se traslade a
Siria. Los servicios de inteligencia de
EE.UU. y el Reino Unido creen que
hay miembros de Al Qaida operando
en el pais. Y ya el mes pasado, el nue-
vo lider de la organizacidn terrorista,
Ayman Al Zawahiri, emitio un comu-
nicado en video en el que pedia a los
musulmanes de toda la region que
ayudasen aderrocar el «régimen can-
cerigeno» de Bashar al Assad.
Aunque también el Gobierno de
Damasco recurre a medios no siem-
pre limpios para atribuir el terroris-

Internacionalizacion
Fuentes diplomaticas
aseguran que Arabia Saudi
ha enviado armas a la
oposicion siria

mo a la oposicion. En diciembre, ho-
ras después de que otros dos coches
bomba estallasen en el interior de
sendos edificios de la Seguridad, una
paginaweb atribuida alos Hermanos
Musulmanes de Siria los celebraba y
reivindicaba. Pero la Hermandad se
apresuro a denunciar la falsedad de
dichapagina, cuyaautenticidad tam-
bién fue rapidamente puesta en duda
por expertos antiterroristas.

Lo que si se teme es que, anteel au-
mento de la represion, algunos pai-
ses del Golfo hayan comenzado a ar-
mar alainsurgencia. Segtin un diplo-
matico arabe entrevistado por la
agencia Afp, «material militar saudi
estaenruta hacia Jordania para equi-
par al Ejército Sirio Libre». Un extre-
mo que ha sido desmentido «categori-
camente» por el portavoz del Gobier-
no jordano, Rakan Mayali. «Jordania
ni ha discutido ni ha sacado a relucir
esta cuestiony», aseguro.

Asimismo, la ONU enviara hoy un
equipo a Damasco para iniciar nego-
ciaciones con el Gobierno sirio. «El
primer objetivo de todos nosotros es
terminar con la violenciaylos abusos
de derechos humanos, y lograr acce-
so humanitario sin restricciones
para los necesitados», declar¢ el en-
viado de las Naciones Unidas, Kofi
Annan, desde Ginebra. No obstante,
elrégimen ha enviado una cartaen la
que exige «garantias de que los gru-
pos armados cesen toda agresion y
abandonen las armas a cambio de
una amnistia total».
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Regime “lutara
contra terroristas”
apos atentados

Siria
Maria

O Governo de Bashar
al-Assad responsabilizou
islamistas pelos dois
ataques suicidas de ontem
em Damasco

A crise na Siria teve ontem mais
um desenvolvimento, com um no-
vo atentado suicida — na verdade
dois, em Damasco — a sublinharem
as preocupacoes de escalada para
uma guerra civil total.

Oregime do Presidente Bashar al-
Assad reagiu depressa apontando
o dedo a terroristas islamistas pelo
atentado, que deixou uma fila de
carros calcinados e restos de roupas
e membros de corpos. Um porta-voz
do Ministério do Interior disse que
morreram 27 pessoas e que 140 fi-
caram feridos.

0 atentado, que atingiu os servi-
cos secretos da Forca Aérea, tidos
como os mais temidos e odiados, e
o departamento de seguranca cri-
minal, ndo foi reivindicado. Mas a
oposicao tem desconfiado que es-
tes atentados bombistas na capital
e em Aleppo (justamente os bastioes
de apoio a Assad, embora cada vez
menos) sao encenados pelo regime
para justificar a repressio violenta
que estd a levar a cabo.

No caso da accao de ontem, o alvo
estava numa zona cristd: esta seria
uma maneira de assustar mais os
cristdos e leva-los a apoiar Assad,
dizem activistas.

De facto, uma onda de atentados
suicidas como no vizinho Iraque é
uma possibilidade que preocupa,
cada vez mais, muitos sirios. E a

eventualidade de uma guerra civil
que incendeie a regiao € outra das
preocupacdoes, esta sublinhada por
Kofi Annan no Conselho de Seguran-
ca das Nacoes Unidas, onde pediu
unidade no apoio a sua iniciativa de
paz na Siria.

Mas este apoio no Conselho de
Seguranca continua a esbarrar na
Russia e China, que se mantém pro-
Assad. Annan, que tinha estado em
Damasco ha uma semana, descre-
veu aresposta que recebeu de Assad
as suas propostas como “um desa-
pontamento”.

Armas da Arabia Saudita

0 atentado coincidiu com o dia em
que deveria comecar a missdo de
avaliacdo das necessidades humani-
tarias no pais, diz a agéncia Reuters.
No entanto, nao era claro quando é
que os elementos da missao que jun-
ta elementos do Governo sirio, da
Organizacao de Cooperacao Islami-
ca e das Nacoes Unidas se desloca-
riam para as cidades mais afectadas
pelas operacoes do Exército com os
seus cercos, cortes de energia, co-
municacoes, e bombardeamentos,
como Homs ou Deraa.

Na intensificacao do conflito, um
diplomata disse, sob anonimato, a
agéncia francesa AFP que a Arabia
Saudita esta a enviar “material mi-
litar™ aos desertores que formam o
Exército Livre que esta a combater as
tropas leais a Bashar al-Assad. O ma-
terial chegaria atravessando a Jorda-
nia, acrescentou o diplomata. Ama
apressou-se, no entanto, a “desmen-
tir categoricamente” a alegacdo.

A Arabia Saudita e o Qatar tém
defendido que sejam dadas armas
aos rebeldes, uma ideia que enfren-
ta muita oposicao por medo do mo-
do como pudessem ser usadas.
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Assad father-in-law
detends death toll

HEN I WROTE a story two
weeks ago about Dr Fawaz
Akhras, the father-in-law of
President Assad, pressing
the Syrian tyrant to make
democratic changes to the
country “before it’s too late”, it resulted in a
legal letter from the London-based cardiologist.

Dr Akhras, who works as a consultant in
Harley Street, protested that he was “a
medical practitioner, not a politician and had
decided to keep his own views to himself and
to no one else”.

How intriguing then to see the comments
he made publicly three days ago when he
compared the Syrian uprising to London’s
riots and questioned why David Cameron had
not deployed troops, as Assad has.

He said that the figure of 8,000 dead in Syria
was “much better” than the toll in Libya,
where a Western-supported military interven-
tion and civil war caused many more deaths.

This response came after the release of
emails obtained by the al-Arabiya satellite
channel, which appear to show another side to
Dr Akhras, suggesting that he was deeply
worried about Syria’s bloodshed and urged his
son-in-law to respond to reports of atrocities.

Despite his protestations to this newspaper
that he was not involved politically and had
“not authorised anyone to speak on his behalf,”

CONCERN: Dr Fawaz Akhras is said to
fear for the safety of daughter Asma

these emails, purportedly from the doctor, now
reveal his role in advising Assad in how to
mitigate negative media coverage of the presi-
dent’s crackdown. The Syrian-born doctor

would be naive to think that his sensitive posi-
tion has not been discussed with his support-
ers in the British Syrian Society (which he
founded to foster good relations between the
two countries). One said that Akhras was in an
“impossible position” caught between family
loyalty and worldwide condemnation at the
brutality of Assad’s regime.

It has also now been disclosed that his
position as the Society’s founder saw Dr
Akhras invited to Buckingham Palace for a
state banquet given by the Queen in honour of
the Emir of Qatar in 2010, just a few months
before his son-in-law launched his slaughter
of dissidents.

There is also no question that Dr Akhras
and his wife Sahar are fearful for Assad’s wife,
their daughter Asma, 36, who went to a
primary school in Ealing, where she was
known as Emma. Their worst worry is that if,
or when, the regime falls, the president will
either be executed or forced into exile and that
Asma may be harmed.

A neighbour in the same road as the
Akhras’s terrace house close to the A40 in
Acton said they had not been seen there for
more than a month and that Dr Akhras had
felt worried ever since a group of angry pro-
democratic protestors in the area, which is
popular with expat Syrians, had pushed down
the wall of their front garden.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



3puo|qIodB/WodIaIMY
WooSpuUONGIBIIOd MMM
"syuel pasopd sey Arurej 1018
-Sued ssapme st pue siead o uely)
210U 10] SPESSY M) AQ Pa[NI uaaq
sey eLAg apixa ojut Sutod Japisuod
At apdnod atp ey pasadans Ap
-~UDE PEL OLAN TEIED) JO I A1 10 193
-ysnep e it aduapuodsation e jjo
YOI AYS IR SHPIM M} 1D
-a(] Ul WY painsse ays * nok aao|
112122507 SIL1 AWODIIAQ [[144 244
JayaBo) Suons are am jl,, ‘pauols
-STUIIOD SBU] AN SAUILID) D[GLLIa1 A
YA DAT[ 01 WY 10] 1D1SED 11 Sayeul
Ays A[EULION Jo couejquIas e Suture)
-utew Ag resod ur Avis 0 uoneurw
-12)3p S puegsny 1oy Suruaiduans
ul 10128] 1WedjIUdis B S pessy
-[& Blus Y ‘s tewa oty Aq Suispn|
SMOUS AL SN BUISSIOSTP AT 1200]

Luey e Bumed ap1Q maN 0} Suruay
-S| SBUNY) 20EUNS JO SISISU0D U
-13pOW SPESSY AL, 'Sa010] pauLie
UBLIAS AQ URIP[1YD JO 21N110] 21}
Jo sedewntonyders aq oy eadde jegm
01 puodsas 01 MO ME[-UT-UOS ST
Fuisiape 4sidojoiped pang AajeH
£ I9IR] 131 WL WOIf 3¢ 0 paums
-SE S[IELUA UD9S 9A,0M MON “Butop
a1nod eys Furaomy oyt A1
.Eﬂ.« .A—,.CT::C: e LUSI C-=_ Adrew 0}
alqssod 51 paAdI[aq JaAau aa,] Ing
PUBQSIL 2| QLIOY J9L] Lo 20usn[jul
SUISI[IALD ¢ 3q JSNUW 2Us ‘UOpUo ul
dnmaad ewisy asnesaq et wEnoy
oya ardoad (I SUONESIDAUOD
PEL 24, ] SAUWT} L3 JO IUNOD 1SO[ 24,
uayeads 210UAIY ST SE - 21BD0A
-pe pue Japeaf ssajaln pue SuLndsur
‘Bunjoacadaydnoi e, - apim sauapr
-saxd oy Y1 m SNOSEIEC] UTIUDAD UE
PAOUNOUUE UOTPLOSSY WMy qeiy

S,pIBATEH Teak }S5e] 0S|V ¢, purw ot
-1f[eue pauten e s Aineag paquur|
-3u0] ‘uly} e, se 1oy SuiqLSap pue
LIS 20 UL ASOY , AUI[PEAL 2T
Iapun.aeas yse] paystgnd ‘apgoxd Sut
UME] S M50, 19310 PINOD O SEM
S SNONQE] MOY PESSY-[ BUISY [
0] SPAJISWAY} IPA0 SUT[[] 2124 S12
~UStal0y ApUasal [un pue ‘wiy pajey
apdoad Auewr mot] ieppesn [auopon
117 01 dn Suruy atom stos1ape asod
-dns 1 uop | WonR[ost JapLm JO Woy
-dw4s e pue paradxa Yroq st asel
peq oy pue ‘sotwe im apdoad
Ampyeam A[puranxe 1sniae s101e01p
B WYENOLI UDJO JA,] DIUIANE St
20uspuodsariod ayy et JuaaaIse
20 01 SWAIS DI UDIPLOND Y [ U
paystqnd sesm 3 I0PR SARP [RIDAIS

195 ANPUOJ MB[ODOYP B FUTUTEIFO JO
Aissanau ayy Ing ‘SWoH A0 awoy
s, AJTuiey 19t ur sunl pauayoe[q-aIty

A} £q JOU PAsIIISN ST PUTL IS0
UELWOM © JO DYWL 01 200 ST,
AUINUAE a1am S[IEWR ) 1a1aym
Buuapuom djay 3,upmoo 1 ey aj
Aprwey s 109e301p [eordAjoaials oy
01 350[2 08 st*aannung ayodsaq pue
spuouelp 10§ jsanb ssajisar sa51m
sij pue ‘uonaadsonui s pessy . 2q
BULEM [ OYM Uy AA[oe] uaaq aa, ]
et uosIad AT /AU JO SSAU e apeur
aa] oyoeeay Fupjjem v uaagas ],
SHUS oy ‘uoyays ayefe 1oduls £n
-unod g A Aq SU0S B ajim S 1uas
ay jey; Jeswiny 1oy L1108 os Bui[aay
SEM PESSY ‘SWOH Ul SURT[IAL pa1d
-ESSEL $2010) S1Y Se ‘AIenigag ul
‘RUWISY DI ST pUe ‘pessy
-[B TRYSEE S, ELIAS 1101R101p Jatpoue
£q Juds pue PaAIOAI S[IRIUA payeaf
PE2J [ SB j2am 158] peay Aw oqut
DUWED SPIOM [EUL] S LEPPES) paysE
3y ..nok 01 0p | PIP 1BUA, SWIDIA

ST INoqe SUL{I0M W LONW 00}
1Uads 3 UpEy Ol JU0DWOS palsod
-dns Suroud] sy a10jaq siuawow
asudans Juapia? sjauojod ay)
A ‘USIPJIYD JNPE SIY JO s}qey
[PAISEM DU 0JUT IYSISUT UR PRIAJJO
YEpPED Iewengy Jo [[ey ayy ead
ISE]AJUQ) "SI SE DTS PO
And-gras pue feuawn uas
‘pouedvarnNa eyl Ajayr
SLAAS )1 IORIDIP [Eyndq BJO
PlI0s [EUIIUT D) dUTSEWT
013Uty 21am 1st[DAOU B )

i

MOUS S[IEWD I3 Sk ‘00) AJ[INS ST JJIM SJURIAY Y/

Dimanche 18 mars 2012, #63, p. 10 / Sunday, March 18, 2012, #63, p. 10

The Independent on Sunday (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Dimanche 18 mars 2012, #63, p. 11 / Sunday, March 18, 2012, #63, p. 11

The Sunday Herald (Royaume-UNi / United Kingdom9

Bomb massacre
in Damascus as UN
monitors wait in wings

State TV blames ‘terrorists’ as 27 people are killed by two car bombs on a
day of ongoing bloodshed across the country. By Dominic Evans in Beirut

WO explosions struck
the heart of Damascus
vesterday, killing at
least 27 people in an
attack on security
installations that state
television blamed on
“terrorists” seeking to oust Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad.

Cars packed with explosives
targeted a police headquarters and
an air-security intelligence centre
at 7.30am, television said, shredding
the facade of one building and send-
ing debris flying through the streets.

Gruesome images from the
sites showed what appeared to be
smouldering bodies in two sepa-
rate vehicles, a wrecked mini-van
smeared with blood, and severed
limbs collected in sacks.

At least 27 people were Killed and
140 wounded, an interior ministry
statement said.

“We heard a huge explosion. At
that moment the doors in our house
were blown out ... even though we
were some distance from the blast,”
said one elderly man, his head
wrapped in a bandage.

No-one claimed responsibility
for the explosions, which followed
a series of suicide attacks in

Damascus and Syria’s second city
Aleppo in the past three months.

The blasts came two days after the
first anniversary of the uprising, in
which more than 8000 people have
been Killed and about 230,000 forced
to flee their homes.

They also coincided with a joint
mission by the Syrian government,
the UN and the Organisation of
Islamic Co-operation that was due to
start assessing humanitarian needs.

One source involved in the mission
said team members were still gather-
ing in Syria and it was not yet clear
if they would begin their work this
weekend as previously planned.

Violence was also reported else-
where in Syria yesterday.

The British-based Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, which has a
network of contacts in Syria, said
the body of an old man was found
a day after he was arrested in the
northern Jabal al-Zawiyah region.

It added that five more died in the
eastern town of Ragga. One person
was shot dead by security forces
during the funeral of two people
killed on Friday.

The Avaaz campaign group said
it had evidence of 32 children being
tortured last week in the central

city of Homs, posting footage on the
Internet of the infants in hospital. It
said some had broken bones, badly
cut fingers and gunshot wounds.

Syria denies accusations of
brutality and says it is battling a
foreign-backed insurgency. Reports
cannot be independently verified
as authorities have barred outside
rights groups and journalists.

The UN-Arab League envoy for
Syria, Kofi Annan, warned on Friday
that the crisis could spill over into
neighbouring countries and urged
world powers to lay aside their differ-
ences and back his peace initiative.

While the West and much of the
Arab world have lined up to demand
Assad steps down, his allies Russia,
China and Iran have cautioned
against outside interference.

“The stronger and more unified
yvour message, the better chance we
have of shifting the dynamics of the
conflict,” an envoy said, summarising
Annan’s remarks to a closed meeting
of the 15-nation Security Council.

Turkey has said it might set up a
“buffer zone” inside Syria to protect
fleeing refugees, while Annan will
send a team to Damascus next week
to discuss a proposal to deploy inter-
national monitors in the country.
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Never confuse a
love of Louboutins

with western values

Asma Assad's modern sty

le led people to think she

was not a typical dictator’s wife, How wrong they were

Catherine
Bennett

an Louboutins be recycled? And if so, vi

which bin? Not long ago. of course, any

charity shop would have fallen upon them.

But what woman, however desperate for

chic, would now want to advertise, along with
Louboutin's ever more vulg
worn by™ aesthetic with
of the Syrian opthamologist-turned
The leaked emails detailing Mrs Assad’s recent
online shopping have reaffirmed, indelibly, the
le affinity between Christian Louboutin
ssad, whose many on-trend accessories
have long been associated, by those in the know,
with avibrant, modern political message of some
des i y ould someone this
h forward ever be mean? It'sas i i
son never happened.

Even before Vogue's Joan Juliet Buck, in her
unforgetrable 2011 tribute to Asma, the “fresh-
est and most magnetic of first ladies”, discerned
the philanthropic intent underpinning Asma’s
embellished heels, the Huff Post also detected
something impressive in *her love for St
Louboutin platforms”, Paris Match called her s

“ray of light in a country full of shadows” and,
when reminded of Bashar al-Assad’s brutality,
Nicholas Sarkozy protested, with the authority of
a lifetime steeped in bling: “With a wife as mod-
ern as his, he can’t be completely bad™. Asn
only rival, in on-trend politics, has been fellow
autocrat’s wife Queen Rania of Jordan, of whom
her friend Wendi Murdoch said, in another Vogue
profile: “She’s modern; she thinks being yueen is
a job”. But that much could have been guessed,
surely, from her shoes.

For the brands favoured by the dictators’
wives, the bonuses - until recently - went beyond
regular name-checks, While Mrs Assad hinted at
ademocratic passion simply by wearing the same
platforms as Victoria Beckham, Angelina Jolie

and Mrs

and Carla Bruni, Mr Louboutin responded with
) ials and culture. Asma
as spotted with “a Syrian silk Louboutin tote™,
Louboutin went one better with a Syrian hous
Aleppo.
totally broke, but it was love at first sight™.
| \ppily for Mr Louboutin’s pos ,»\mh Spring
weekend breaks, the town is reported to be
so loyal to the Assads that rebels in Dg
have reportedly held up signs reading:
wouldn’t rise even if it took Viagra.
But how helpful to Louboutin, outs
is continuing endorsement by the Syrian ray of
I:ghl also known (by the Sun) as “Sexy Brit bring-
iain from cold”™? Her loyalty atatime of
national erisis cannot be faulted. One notable
email, dated early February, around the time her
family’s home town of Homs was being smashed
to pieces, finds Mrs Assad still determined to
share her love for some all-crystal Louboutin
heels for £3.795.
| “Does anything catch your eye?” she emails
| friend, adding: “these pieces are not made for the
general puhlu
pragmatic. maybe slower or
she loves them but no, than
going 2 b useful any time soon unfortunately
Though it's possible Louboutin executives are
celebrating this uncovenanted global publicity,
so recent that the relevant trotters must still be
itis easier to imagine them scouring
the literature on brand damage limitation for
Jppmpr
ional only to would-be torturers.
at did Burberry do, way back, after its hide-
ous checks were appropriated by proletarians?
But that level of brand nuisance is probably
instructive to Louboutin as Abercrombie &
offer of a cash bribe to the makers of the real-
ity TV show Jersey Shore, whose cast have been
draped in their shirts, to stop “distressing” A&F
core customers - who are commonly, to judge
from my part of north London, aged between 11
| and 16. and dividing their time between school
and the nearest off-licence.
| Mercifully for most of the named suppliers to
ssad HQ, their speciality is what How to Spend
It (a magazine aimed at puvplc Goldman Sachs
identified as “muppets”) would celebrate
as “under the radar” or. better still, “bespoke”™.

le Aleppo,

inch heels
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arling” he told a US interviewer, “I am

Her correspondent - maybe more

te strategies when a luxe name becomes

Asma Assad at anart
exhibition in Damascus.
Corbis

Something bespoke is, necessarily, unaffordable
by most non-muppets, and, at the same time,
capable of being made yet more exclusive via the
introduction of more exotic materials, eg beaten
gold, refinements that r also be portrayed

as creative. Minus her assocations with blood-
shed, torture, and tyranny, Asma is patently

its ideal reader. So much so that her name was
dropped. by way of a powerful muppet attrac-
tion, in a recent How To Spend It piece about
“aniche brand” and “insider’s choice” jeweller
she had patronised: a's first lady has been
snapped wes earrings,” breathed
the author.

insider's cho
October's How to Spend It. “Most people choose
patinated bronze,” Williams said, “although gold
leafis also popular”

And that seems to be just about all Mrs As
has in common with the fami dictator®
tyle codified by Peter York in his 2005 clas-
sic about 16 despots’ interiors, “each with their
own uniquely frightful chic”. What may have
confused Vogue, \lrkn/ s and a host of Asma's

ad

Vogue's faith in designer
dresses as a signifier of
inner worth does seem
to be widely shared

admirers into thinking her a reformer is her
defiance of York’s thesis, to the effect that dicta-
tors have comically bad taste, which they share
with “everyday rich folk in petro-dollar world".
Helpfully - if How ro Spend It does not routinely
prove the point - her shopping lists indicate that
evil does not, invariably, announce itselfin quan-
tities of marble, chandeliel imal print, in
adictator’s and his fat,
matching wife.

Equally - the Assads’” emails astonishingly
confirm - fash-forwardness and style do not
invariably attest to sincere, progressive
If they did, the stylish Mrs Cameron, the patron
saint of minimalist kitchens, would support a
mansion tax, and Anna Wintour, chicest of them
all, would be crushing the right. instead of using
her magazi nt by depicting his
wife as a reformer. Admittedly, to judge by l-N
i at premiers’ wiv
belts
signifiers of inner worth is
already widely shared. Mrs Cameron’s pink top
. for instance, to be a triumph of tactful
plnm.u\ while her black mac was declared
creditab ifali

Appea atlast-week's White
House banguet, Wintour also upheld fashion's
values, consigning the al-Assad embarrassment to
history, Jlung\\uh Vogue's ly incautious out-
tion for another allegedly modern-
uty, Queen Rania of Jordan: “W! hullm
{ Queen Ra
persu. \l\L‘~l\lL‘ is changing attitudes.” Vogue
announced. She definitely changed a few last year
when, following a spectacular party for 600 in
which the number 40 was projected on to rocky
outcrops, Bedouin tribesmen accused her of
Cl)l’l"\lpll(?“ Jl\d extrav ance,

Mercifully for the Louboutin brand when it
reaches the desert, they probably have no idea
where she buys her shoes.

fash-off, h»qm s fai

and shoes as crucial s

ising
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Car bombs
in Syrian

capital kill
at least 27

In letter to U.N. envoy,
regime insists that
rebels stop fighting first

BY EL1ZABETH A. KENNEDY
AND EpITH M. LEDERER

BEIRUT — Twin suicide car bombs
struck intelligence and security
buildingsinthe Syrian capital Sat-
urday, killing at least 27 people
and wounding 140, according to
state media.

State TV aired gruesome imag-
es of the scene, with mangled and
charred corpses, bloodstained
streets and twisted steel.

“All our windows and doors are
blown out,” said Majed Seibiyah,
29, who lives in the area of one of
the blasts. “I was sleeping when I
heard a sound like an earthquake.
Ididn’t grasp what was happening
until T heard screaming in the
street.”

A third blast was also reported,
this one at arefugee camp housing
thousands of Palestinians in Da-
mascus, but the two bombers were
the only casualties, according to
SANA, Syria’s official news agency.

The explosions were the latest
in a string of mysterious, large-
scale attacks since December that
have targeted the Syrian govern-
ment’s military and security in-
stallations as a bloody crackdown
continues on the year-old uprising
against President Bashar al-As-
sad. Previous blasts, also suicide
bombings, killed dozens of people.

The government has blamed
the explosions on the “terrorists”
it says are behind the revolt. The
opposition has denied any role,
saying they believe forces loyal to
the government are behind the
bombings to tarnish the uprising.

But top U.S. intelligence offi-
cials also have pointed to al-Qaeda
in Iraq as probably responsible for
the previous bombings, raising
the possibility that its fighters are
infiltrating the country to take
advantage of the turmoil there.

Al-Qaeda’s leader called for As-
sad’s ouster in February.

Also Saturday, the Associated
Press obtained a letter from Syria
to the joint U.N.-Arab League en-
voy, Kofi Annan, in which Syria
saysitis “keentoendviolence” but
insists that armed opposition
groups give up their weapons first.

The Syrian response, first re-
ported by Lebanese newspaper
An-Nahar, falls far short of U.S.
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yrian Christians fearing the worst

If Assad is ousted,
they worry they'll
become targets

BY ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
Tribune N

ewspapers

DAMASCUS, Syria — For 40
years, Um Michael has found
comfort and serenity amid the
soaringpillars and ancient icons of
St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox ca-
thedral.

But as a priest offered up a
prayer for peace one recent Sun-

ay, the 70-year-old widow
dabbed tears from her eyes.

“I was wishing that life would
go back to the way it used to be,"
she said.

Like many Christians here, she
wonders whether Syria’s increas-
ingly bloody, nearly yearlong up-
rising could shatter the veneer of
security provided by President
Bashar Assad’s autocratic but
secular government.

Assad has portrayed himself as
the defender of the nation’s rel
"lous mummlo uuludlm: Chris-
1uslun sect,

tremists. Opp
at that notion, s
deliberatel
fear to stay in power.

But warnings of a bloodbath if
Assad leaves office resonate with
Christians, who have seen their
brethren driven aw i
violence since the
longtime strongmen in Irag and in
Egypt, and before that by a15-yea
civil war in neighboring Lebanon.

Many fear revenge att
against minorities and the emer-
gence of what they describe as a
new dictatorship by the Sunni
Muxlim nujon‘n'

f the regime goes, you can
forw about (,hr S
said George, a 3! ~old dentist
who, like othc s interviewed,
asked to be identified by either a
first name or a nickname. “Look
what happened to the Christians
of Iraq. They had to flee
where, while most of the churches
were attacked and bombed.”

Although not all of Syria's
Christians back Assad, their fear
in the significant sup-
Il draws despite the
crackdown on what

ferocious
began as mostly peaceful protests
and his government’s increasing

international isolation.

Worried Christians have only to
look to the strife-torn city of Homs
to see what a civil war might look

Alawite com-
) mall offshoot of Shiite
Islam, have fallen victim to grue-
some kldn.\ppmgp and lullmg.\

The rise of Islamist parties in
post-revolutionary Egypt and Tu-
nisia has added to the feeling
among Syria’s Christians that they
are under siege.

Some find affirmation of their
fear in the demonstrations that
take place every week after Mus-
lims* Friday prayers, when anti-
government protesters spill out of
mosques nationwide, chanting re-
ligious and political slogans.

“Of course the Arab \‘pn'ng isan
Islamist movement,” George said
It's full of extremists.
ant to destroy our country,
call it a ‘revolution.” ”

Sy Christians, who repre-
sent about 10 percent of the
country's 22 million people, trace
their origins two mlrtnmums to
the beginnings of the faith.

The apostle Paul is said to have
converted to Christianity on the
road to Damascus, from which he
went on to spread the religion
across the Roman Empire.

JOSEPH EID/GETTY-AFP PHOTO

Greek Orthodox priests pray during a Mass in January in Damascus for a Christian boy who was killed in the fighting in the Syrian city of Homs.

Syria’s religions
Sunni
Mushm: 74% —

Christian:
10%

Other
Muslim*:
13%

*includes Alawites, Ismailis and Shiites
SOURCE: U.S. State Department
TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

scribed Sy s an oasis of reli-
gious tolerance where Christians
can worship freely, build sanctu-
aries and run schools, activities
that are restricted by varying
degrees in a number of Middle
Eastern countries,

Christian clerics are frequently
shown on television taking part in
joint prayer services \\nh their
Muslim counterparts. The de-
fense minister is a Christian, as are
other senior members of the
government and security forces.

“Wherever you go, you find
Chr 1s and Muslims,” said the
patriarch, who has a photograph
of himself with Assad displayed
on his office wall. “There is no
distinction.”

Although there are dissenting
voices, few dare to speak publicly,
said a priest who did not want his
name published for fear of retri-
bution.

In January, a fellow cleric was
shot and killed while trying to
help an injured parishioner in the
city of Hama, a center of the
uprising. Each side blamed the
other for his death.

“In my opinion, (Assad) did not
protect minorities, he protected
himself,” the priest said. “It's a
regime of family, friends and
corruption. And corruption does
not have a religion.”

When he heard that demon-
strators were being shot and
killed, Louay, 26, a recent univer-
sity graduate, worried that the
government “was going over-
board with its repression” But
now, he said, he is just as repelled
by the main opposition leaders.

“They are acting like the regime
in some ways, not caring about
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Firefighters extinguish flames outside a Damascus building destroyed Saturday in a bombing.

Twin blasts rock capital

At least 27 die in
Damascus; regime
blames ‘terrorists’

By PATRICK J. MCDONNELL
Tribune Newspapers

BEIRUT \\'rmm\\un‘uh
vear of conflict woke up Sat-
urday to more bloody news as a
pair of bombs stunned the capi-
tal, the latest in a series of such
attacks in Damascus and other
cities, state-run media reported.

The government news service
said “scores” were killed, while
NEWs agen monitoring Syri-
an television reported that au-
thorities said at least 27 had died
and about 100 others had been
injured.

Syrian television broadcast
gruesome scenes of destruction,
including blood-spattered
streets and multistory buildings
blown apart. Distraught resi-

for the series of b ings,
which have reminded Syrians of
the wave of car bombs that
helped destabilize neighboring
Iraq after the 2003 invasion that

de-
nied being behind the bomlnngs
saying that government oper-
atives are trying to smear the
as @ terrorist move-

ment.

U.S. intelligence officials have
said the bombs may indicate that
al-Qaida has joined opposition

fore
As:

seeking to overthrow
government. But no spe-
cific forensic evidence has
emerged linking the bombings
to any group or faction.

Starting in late December, a
string of what authorities call
suicide bombs have killed scores
in Damascus and Aleppo, Syria’s
two major cities. Both are con-
sidered strongholds for the
Assad regime.

The expk come as a
special peace envoy, former
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan, was scheduled
to send a team into Damascus to
help craft a cease-fire in the
bloody rebellion that began with
street protests a year ago.

Reports from the United Na-
tions indicate that Annan's
cease-fire plan has foundered on
a key question: Who should stop
fighting first? Assad is said to
want the rebels to stand down
first, while Washington and its
allies, along with the opposition,
insist that the government pull
back its forces first. Moscow,
meanwhile, is seeking a simulta-
neous cease-fire.

Saturday’s attacks also follow
government offensives that have
managed to scatter armed rebels
from several rebellious provin-
ces and the cities of Homs in
central Syria, Daraa in th
and 1dlib in the northwest. /
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Saudis move to provide
rebels with military gear

BUT JORDAN FIRMLY DENIES REPORT ON ARMING SYRIAN OPPOSITION

Gulf News Report
Dubai Saudi Arabia, which
publicly backed efforts
to arm the Syrian opposi-
tion, is delivering military
equipment to rebels in an
cffort to stop bloodshed
by President Bashar Al As-
sad’s regime.

“Saudi military equip-
ment is on its way to Jor-
dan to arm the Free Syrian
Army," adiplomat told AFP
on condition of anonymity.
“This is a Saudi initiative
to stop the massacres in
Syria,” he added.

There was no official
reaction to the statement
from the Saudi capital, but
Jordan flatly rejected the
report. “Jordan categori-
cally denies the report,”
government spokesman
and information minister
Rakan Majali told AFP.

“This is completely base-
less. Jordan has not dis-
cussed this issue with any
parties or brought it up at
all,” he said.

Iraq yesterday informed
Iran that it will not permit
arms shipments to Syria to
pass through or over its ter-
ritory, government s[\()kcs-
man Ali Al Dabbagh said.

The reports came as two
huge bomb blasts killed at
least 27 people in the heart
of Syria’s capital, sparking
anger at Riyadh and Doha.
Commentators on state tel-
cvision blamed Qatar and
Saudi Arabia for the explo-
sions.

See also Pages 12 & 13

Damascus bombings kill 27

Security officials inspect the site of an explosion in Damascus yesterday. Two explosions struck at 7.30am, killing
at least 27 people and wounding 140 others in an attack on security installations that state television bloamed on
‘terrorists’ seeking to oust President Bashar Al Assad.
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Assad

thugs

blamed for
twin blasts

Damascus: Arab News

Syria's opposition accused the
regime of having stage-managed
the two huge bomb blasts that
killed at least 27 people in Syria's
capital yesterday.

Special envoy Kofi Annan
warned of regional fallout from
the year-long bloodshed.

State television said the early
morning “terrorist” attacks, appar-
ently car bombings timed minutes
apart, had targeted police head-
quarters in the Duwar Al-Jamarek
area and air force intelligence offic-
es in Al-Qasaa district.

The explosions killed 27 people,
mainly civilians, and wounded 140
civilians and security personnel.

Egypt's  Foreign  Minister
Mohammed Kamel Amr affirmed
Cairo's “fixed position against ter-

rorism in any form, regardless of
the reasons behind it.”

The continuing bloodshed con-
firmed the need to start imple-
menting the Arab League initia-
tive, he added.

Iraq, another neighbor of Syria,
has informed Tehran it will not
allow arms shipments to the coun-
try to pass through or over its ter-
ritory.

The United States has said it was
concerned that Iranian cargo
flights over Iraq to Syria could be
carrying arms to help Damascus
crush protests.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said vesterday he had spo-
ken to Annan shortly after his talks
with Assad and had been told that
the strongman's resignation was
not under discussion.

Please read full story on Page 7
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Syrian revolt simmers
outside Damascus

BEIRUT — Synan rebels have
ignited a new front outside the capital,
Damascus, 1 the first significant
fighting there since regime forces
swept over the suburbs weeks ago.
The clashes highlight the shifting
nature of Syria’s conflict, with rebels
lying mn wait to rise up when the
regime turns its guns elsewhere.

The return of violence to the
Damascus suburbs on Friday raises
questions about how long troops
can control areas before they re-
erupt. Though government forces
have shown they can crushed armed
fighters, the regime has appeared
unable to conduct major offensives in
more than one place at once.

That points to the likelihood
that a conflict that is now a year old
and 1s estimated to have killed more
than 8,000 could grind on as it slides
closer to a civil war.

Diplomatic efforts have so far
brought no result, but UN envoy
Kofi Annan told the Security Council

m a briefing Friday that he was
determined to continue his mission
and would return to Damascus. Talks
last week between Annan and Syrian
President Bashar Assad i Damascus
saw no progress in attempts to cobble
together peace talks between the two
sides.

After the confidential briefing
via videolink, Annan told reporters
in Geneva that he urged the council
“to speak with one voice as we try
to resolve the crisis in Syria.” Russia
and Chma have blocked council
action against Assad’s regime.

“The first objective 1s for all of
us to end the violence and human
rights abuses and the killings and get
unimpeded access for humanitarian
access to the needy, and of course
the all-important issue of political
process that will lead to a democratic
Syra,” Annan said.

Both Assad and much of the
opposition spurned Annan’s appeal
for talks. — AP
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