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Le Monde (France)

«Pourl'instant, pas d'option militaire » en Syrie

Alain Juppé, ministre des affaires étrangeres, évoque les limites de l'interventionnisme

Entretien

I'écart, et plus exactement, la dési-
tion d i i

res étrangeres, Alain Juppe,
insistesurune transition poli
tique en Syrie et met en exergue la
fermeté de Paris sur la question
nucléaire iranienne.

L ¢ ministre francais des affai

John

gnation de son vice prés pour
négocier et engager la transition.
Cest vraiment le minimum.

Je reconnais qu'il y a un vrai
mn P b

les craintes des chrétiens, mais leur
avenir sera meilleur dans une Syrie
democratigue.

Avecla Syrie, face

Non. Je n'ai pas eu le
non plus qu'il avait avancé. Au sein
du groupe E3 + 3 [les six puissances
cha ludossier],

Unis et du Uni.n'a

Jamaisdit que toutes les options

sontsur la table. Si un scénario
ilitairea lieu, laFrance condam-

auxlimites de la politique d'inter-

q e
lution qui ne serait qu'une résolu-
tion humanitaire sans aucune
& g .

McCaindemandait récemment:
« Combien faut-il demortsen
Syrie. 100007 20000 7. pour

politique au risque de
laisser se poursuivre les massa
cres? Oufaut ilaccepter cecompro
mis peu glorieux au risque de

finagir? ». Qu' ?

Naturellement, c'est un cauche-
mar. Ce régime est devenu fou.
Nous soutenons Kofi Annan pour
mettre en ceuvre son mandat, mais

7 ser le régime? C'est extré-
mement difficile. C'est pour cette
raison qu'il y avait une forte pres-
sion, lundi, a 'ONU, pour aller dans
cesens, de Ban Ki-moon. des Britan-

en euvre
dans d'autres dossiers?

D'une certaine maniére, a cause
du blocage imposé par deux mem
bres permanents du Conseil de
securité. Mais nous allons persévé
rer.En Coted’Ivoire, en Libye, celaa
marché. Quoi qu'on dise delasitua-
tion en Libye aujourd'hui, je suis
fier de ce que l'on a fait. 1l le fallait,
sinon Kadhafi aurait massacré le
peuple de Benghazi et continuerait

1.
pri:l: a reprendre le dialogue, sans
précondition. Les Iraniens souf-
flent en permanence le chaud et le
froid. Faut-il faire des concessions.
pourengager un processus de négo
ciation? La France est d'une tres
grande fermeté. Pas de précondi
tion iranienne et pas de levée des
sanctions tant que les conditions
fixées par la résolution 1929 ne
sont pas remplies.

La politique de la France est par-
fois jugée trop stricte, trop hosti
lead

nous ne serons pas dupes des niques, des Américains. a ya

i S égimede  Vous quelaFran-  oille Conseil de sécurité est effica-
Damas s'est lancé dans une fuiteen  ce arefusé de s d'une  ce co Timor, ot1l'onaarré-
avantsanguinaire. Jecontinueapen-  sorteded téune guerre.

serqu'iln'y a pas pour linstant d'op-
tions militaires. Il est exclu que
nous nous lancions dans une telle
opération sans un mandat des
Nations unies, et les conditions
pour un tel mandat ne sont pas ras
semblees.
« Lasituation,
objectivement,
est assez différente
decellequel’'on
aconnueen Libye»

Alors quel autre type d'interven
tion du Conseil de sécurité peut-on
envisager? )'ai cru percevoir dans le
langage de Serguei Lavrov [ministre
des affaires étrangéres russe] une
légere évolution. Mais pour l'ins-
tant, cela n'a pas amené la Russic a
changer véritablement de pied et a
accepter une résolution qui nous

J'ai deux lignes rouges. Je ne
peux pas accepter que l'on présen-
te les oppresseurs et les victimes

Vous avez évoquél'lranau
Conseil de sécurité. Avez vous eu
lesentiment. a lissuede la visite

Comme beaucoup semblent
préts a des compromis, au moins
nous sommes la garantie que ces

<

nerait-elle cetteaction? Refuse
rait-elle d’y prendre part 7
Je ne souhaite pas me mettre

« Nous faisons tout
pour convaincre [les
opposants syriens)
d’étre plus inclusifs.
Ils n'y parviennent
pas assez»
dans des scénarios qui ne sont pas
actuels. Le président, dans son dis-
cours a 'ONU en septembre, a dit

ne seront p;
En tout cas, en Israél, on

quesil: d'Israel mena-
éelaF aucotédls-

que la France est un pays ferme
& H i

surle méme plan. I dela
cessation des hostilités doit donc
venir du régime. La seconde : on ne
peut pas secontenter d'une déclara
tion humanitaire et d'un cessezle-
feu - il faut absolument faire réfé-
rence a un processus de réglement
poli fondé sur la prop
dela Ligue arabe.
A-t-on sous-estimé la capacité de
résistance du régime syrien?
Sans doute. On pensait qu'il y
aurait davantage de défections et
plus rapides. Cela commence a se
craqueler. Il faut voir que ce régime
ne recule devant aucune espece de
barbarie. Les familles des ambassa
deurs ou celles des généraux sont
prises en otages, purement et sim-
plement. On les menace, si jamais
ils font défection, de represailles.
Ona peut étre mal mesuré la féroci
té de ce régime. Et de la personnali-

Ia base juridiq ur
une intervention de I'ONU.

J'ajoute que la situation, objecti-
vement, est assez différente de celle
que l'onaconnue en Libye. Il yades
opposants dont I'attitude affaiblit
gravement l'opposition - tant qu'ils
continueront a se déchirer et as'op-
poser les uns aux autres, l'intérieur
et Vextérieur. Nous faisons tout
pour essayer de les rassembler
autour du Conseil national syrien
(CNS), et les convaincre d'étre plus
inclusifs, d'accueillir des Alaouites,
des chrétiens. lls n'y parviennent
pasassez.

Peut-on envisager ce que sug-
gérentles Russes, c'est-d-direde

d'Assad.
LaFrance est-elle favorabled ce
que des armes soient livrées =
par quiconque - a l'opposition?
Non. Cela me rappelle, malheu-
reusement, un débat que nous
avonseu,end'autrestemps, surl'ex-
Yougoslavie. Fallait-il maintenir
F'embargo sur les armes ? Au risque
de pénaliser les Bosni face aux
Serbes? Nous avions tranché en
disant: ne facilitons pas une escala-
de militaire et donc ne livrons pas
d’armes. La, nous sommes un peu
dans le meme schéma: livrer des
armes, cC'est précipiter la Syrie dans
une guerre civile qui risque d'étre

P nous
la détermination de chacune des

renoncer i I'exigence d'un trans-
fertdi i Syrie, pour
obtenir unamétdes violences ?
Le plan de la Ligue arabe ne pré
voit pas le départ de Bachar
Al-Assad du pouvoir.C'est samisea

Je suis navre de voir que la hi¢
rarchie chrétienne, catholique ou
orthodoxe, continuea lier sonsorta
Bachar Al-Assad. Nous comprenons

de aux
Etats-Unis, début mars, que le ris-
que de scénario militaire israé-
lienavaitreculé?

EGABBANA (1

8

tudes et que c'est plutot protecteur
pour Israél.
LaFrance, al'inverse des Etats-

raél.

Celaveut-il dire quela France
n'exclut pas de prendre part &
une action militaire dés lors qu'el-
le aurait été déclenchée ?
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Non. Cest dans I'hypothése ol
Israél serait attaqué que nous nous
rangerions a ses cotés, ce n'est pas
pour l'aider a attaquer d'autres

En201L laFrance est intervenue
enLibye eten Cote d'Ivoire. Dans
unmonde changeant. I'outil mili-
taire est-ll pourla France un attri-
but essentiel de puissance?
1lyades moments ol pour faire
prévaloir le droit, il faut Ia force. Et
’estune constante historique. L'Eu-
rope pourrait bien s'en inspirer en
continuant a se doter d'une vérita-
ble politique de sécurité et de défen
se communes.
Le recoursa cet outil militaire,
c’estune composante du sarkozis-
me?

Non.Une composante du gaullis-
me. Une défense nationale capable
de protéger nos intéréts, c'est une
constante du gaullisme et Nicolas
Sarkozy I'incarne aujourd’hui. @

PROPOS RECUEILLIS PAR
NataLiE NOUGAYREDE
£1 GieLes PARIS
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La Russie continue d’écarter
toute « pression » sur Damas

EN SYRIE, la Russie ne voit que
des belligérants. Moscoun’ap-
prouvera pas de résolution au
Conseil de sécurité sans que les
parties impliquées — les forces du
régime et les combattants—ne
soient toutes appelées a renon-
cer aux armes.

Tel est le message de la prési-
dente de la Chambre haute du Par-
lement russe, Valentina Matvien-
ko. Peu apres un entretien avec
Alain Juppé, jeudi 15 mars, la res-
ponsable russe a nié, dans un
entretien au Monde, I'idée d'une
inflexion dans la position de Mos-
cou sur le dossier syrien.

Laveille, le ministre des affai-
res étrangeres, Serguei Lavrov,
avait critiqué le « gros retard »
aveclequel le régime de Bachar
Al-Assad avait annoncé des réfor-
mes politiques. « SergueiLavrov a
eu tout a fait raison de dire que le
pouvoir syrien aurait du entendre
plustot les aspirations des gens
aux réformes et au changement,
explique M™ Matvienko. Mais
cela ne signifie pas qu’on accepte

lI'idée d'une ingérence étrangere,
d’une pression extérieure unilate-
rale sur la Syrie. »

Une délégation de sénateurs
russes, la plupart oroginaires du
Caucasedu Nord, doit se rendre la
semaine prochaine en Syrie. Une
mission similaire avait déja eu lieu
ennovembre 2011, enraisondela
présencedans le pays d’environ
100000 Tcherkesses de Russie.

Selon M™ Matvienko, « la com-
munauté internationale doit pren-
dre des mesures pour que, sans
conditions préalables, toutes les
parties arrétent la confrontation
armeée, le sang versé. Ensuite, il

faut créer les conditions du dialo-
gue, pour que tout le monde s'as-
soie a la table des négociations.
C'est une route a deux sens, il faut
une volonté de part et d'autre. »
Moscou ne soutient pas le régime
syrien, assure-t-elle, tout en refu-
sant de se prononcer sur un éven-
tuel départ de Bachar Al-Assad :
«C'est au peuple syrien de décider,
et pasanous.»®

PIOTR SMOLAR
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dyrie: I'enjeu de la hataille du Nord

Le régime a lancé un assaut brutal contre la province d’Idlib, stratégique pour les insurgés.

Par LUC MATHIEU

bou Rachid, 'un des res-
ponsables de la révolu-
tion dans le Nord- Ouest
syrien, en était per-
suadé: son village de Babanna, au
sud de Lattaquié, était sur le point
d’étre attaqué par les forces du ré-
gime. «C’est une question dejours,
de quelques semaines au maximun
répétait-il 3 Libération mi-février.
Sa prédiction s’est révélée juste.
Aprés avoir posté des chars dans les
villages des alen-
tours, I’'armée sy-
riennea lancé son
offensive le 13 mars. Il ne reste
anjourd "hui rien de la maison fami-
liale d’Abou Rachid, visée pardes
obus avant d’&tre incendiée. Deux
habitants du village ont &té tués et
cing autres ont été blessés. «llya
également six disparus et cing per-
sonnes arétdes», explique le frére
d’Abou Rachid, joint par téléphone.
Cette offensive s’inscrit dans la
stratégie de «nettoyage» jusqu’au-
boutiste et sans pitié du président
Bachar al-Assad. «Lerégime pour-
suit la méme logique et selivre dune
escalade de la violence. Il se sent con-
forté par Pinaction de la communauté
internationale, qui en est réduite a des
tentatives de médiation, sans moyen
de pression, alors que le pays glisse
vers la guerre civile», explique Peter
Harling, spécialiste de la Syrie &
PInternational Crisis Group.

ANALYSE

FOYERS. Aprés avoir Té ses

-

défense. Des manifestations contre
le régime y étaient organisées quo-

P
t

offensives sur Deraa (Sud), laville
ou a débuté le souldévement, le
15 mars 2011, puis Homs (Centre),
Parmée syrienne s"attaque désor-
mais aux foyers de la révolution du
nord-ouest du pays. Encerclée de-
puis plusieurs semaines, la ville

La région était la seule susceptible
de devenir unezone libérée d’ol
Ia rébellion aurait pu coordonner
des actions i travers le territoire.

d’Idlib a été bombardée puis reprise
par les forces syriennes le 14. Les
combats, violents, ont tué 114 ci-
vils, selon I'ONG Human Rights
Watch (HRW). Incapable de contrer
les chars du régime, I’Armée sy-
rienne libre (ASL), composée de
déserteurs, s’est retirée de la zone.
Laprovince d’Idlib, peuplée quasi
exclusivement de musulmans sun-
nites, incarnait1"un des rares suc-
cés des insurgés syriens. CASL y
comptait plusieurs milliers d"hom-
mes, répartis dans des villages ol
flottaient les drapeaux de la révoln-
tion. Les habitants, dont certains
commengaient 3 s’armer, s’étajent
organisés en groupes d’auto-

Méme si les soldats et les moukha -
barats (renseignements), une bran-
che des forces de sécurité, n’étaient
jamais loin, la province était la
seule du pays susceptible de deve-
nir une zone libérée, d’o 'ASL
aurait pu organiser et coordonner
des actions & travers le
territoire. Les révolu-
tionnaires espéraient
enfin fairela jonction
avec les villages bor-
dant la frontiére tur-
que pour créer un
«couloir» leur permettant de sera-
vitailler, de faire passer des armes
et d’évacuer leurs blessés. Lesprin-
cipaux dirigeants de I’ASL, dont
sept généraux, sont déja installds &
Antioche, en Turquie.

Loffensive menée par les forces
gouvernementales ces derniers
jours était en préparation depuis
plusieurs semaines. Les soldats ont
commencé par couper ’acciés i la
ville d’Alep en envoyant des trou-
pes A Al Atarib, & Pouest. A lafin fé-
vrier, les révolutionnaires y ont
filmé I'arrivée de convois de chars,
de véhicules militaires et de mini-
bus transportant des moukhaba-
rats. Uarmée syrienne a ensuite

multiplié les incursions dans Sara-
qib, une ville contrélée par I’ASL
sur I’autoroute entre Alep et Da-
mas, la capitale, tandis que des
bombardements étaient ordonnés
depuis cing bases installées en pé-
riphérie. Des hélicoptéres du ré-
gime surveillsient les mouvements
des insurgés de 'ASL. armée a
ensuite donné I'assaut i Idlib. Selon
HRW, les forces de sécurité ont tiré
sans distinction, visant les zones

| REPERES |

SYRIE

-
«Plus volre message
sera fort, plus grandes
seront les chances que
Ia dynamique du
conflit change.»

Kofi Annan sadressant au
Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU

Mer
Méd damande

Une victime des bombardements de l'armée syrienne enterrée dans la ville d'ldlib, le 9 mars. 000 A0 A0 TELE SION

habitées et les civils. Elles «ont pro-
cédé a des arrestations aprés avoir
fouillé toutes les maisons, pillé des
bdtiments et mis le feu aux habita-
tions», a dénoncé l'organisation
dans un communiqué, appelant a
une saisine de la Cour pénale inter-
nationale de La Haye.

Les habitants et les membres de
I’ASL qui n’ont pas été piégés par
les combats se sont enfuis vers la
Turquie. Il existe plusieurs voies de

» Le chef de la diplomatie
frangaise, Alain Juppé, a con-
sidéré, vendredi, qu'une réso-
lution du Conseil de sécurité
de 'ONU sur |a Syrie faisant
seulement référence 3 un ces-
sez-le-feu et & laspect huma-
nitaire, sans aborder le volet
politique, constituersit une
«ligne rouges & ne pas franchir.

» Des milliers de Syriens ont
manifesté, vendredi, pour
réclamer une sinfervention
militaire immédiates des pays
arabes et musulmans, notam-
ment. Un rassemblement a eu
lieu & Alep, deuxiéme ville

du pays, jusquiici peu touchée
par la contestation.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

passage, qui serpentent entre les
collines avant d’aboutir an grillage
dela frontiére. Les soldatsturcs ac-

cueillent amicalement les clandes-
tins, se contentant de prendre
noms et photos avant de les en-
voyer en busvers lecamp d’Antio-
che. Selon le porte-parole du mi-
nistére turc des Affaires étrangéres,
Selguk Unal, 1700 réfugiés syriens
ont franchi la frontiére pour les
seules journées de mercredi
et jeudi.

«MINES . An total, la Turquie a ac-
cueilli 15 000 réfugiés depuis le dé-
but du soulévement. Cet exodene
fait que commencer. Le Croissant-
Rouge estime qu’il pourrsit concer-
ner jusqu’a 500000 personnes. Les
autorités batissent un nouveau
camp de 20000 places dans la pro-
vince de Sanliurfa (Sud-Est). Un
autre est également en construc-
tion depuis cet hiver i Kilis, sur la
route menant & Alep, en Syrie.
De I’autre cité de la frontitre, les
forces de Bachar al-Assad tentent
de bloquer les candidats & 'exil.
«L ation syri pose di
mines a la frontiére pour que les réfu-
giés ne puissent pas passer» , assure
le vice-premier ministre turc Besir
Atalay, affirmant que «beaucoup de
personnes ont perdu la vie» . @




Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 4 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 4

Le Figaro (France)

“EPIED-E JUESIOOE U
apgesuodsar un paspuas
1 e (1sa-pns) eaquy) ap
oudl e suep waaisanbas vy
b sauue sawnnoy sap ed

UAW3 | NE IDAI[UD 212 ¥
ASSINS AUBSSTIOSSaT aU )
eprep-e,p saumsaid
upu sap 1ed aanajua
SSISSINS UM : UDWIDL

AEDITEINILD UONUA A UL

AUN SUBAPH BT B Ig0S ©
ey saed uos ap i e
NEAANOU UN 21010 U

[ALELU LU
e e “aaoued
] L7 2 24ado
Zauan Juapisad o

Eﬁﬂa&o uos saxde
INojal ap zaAey)

“saed np wopnyisy

AP AW SIS
eueyd ef mod
sjue)sajjuew ap
SIaM[IUL Sap : AsTuUny

“SPWIE(] § 991520 JUSWUATEUT] 150 i
EJES ‘sanmn -_.,:- sap QJ—!&A.—JA—— .~.4C ‘ausey
UOWT Bf SUEP IAILIGE, S 2 35

syady -ane. s e nbsnf E—E..: pes
~Sy-[a Aoy v :_cu_..x_ﬁ. NV '2ag ‘aw
1821 np Py 20 amf '« 5 3
oddo sou aod wowap ap;

&3] ap Junyau
dna sapuims sa) anb s, :::.: SIDPJOs sap

«SNSsap 3| mhv:mhmwk nan
Uo IS ‘SpI0W 3P SIUTRIUID
Sap }2 sauTejuad SIP

amej op anb uonnjos
anne,p sed sioa au af »

PESSY -[a 1S USfc| 2aat « anbpgod wopng
awepaa mb pead ey af AP
‘e Funs ap dogyna v &)1 anp do.gy 152,
ana n) 2aan oy wa goanod v apyong
anb sod sH040 AU ap SIULD, P 8AYIND Sap
smofnoy v A 1OJUAD SATOYA Sa] suvp
S2 DUUDL *NO
d qup] 4afmois
4dn "N O »
2AY0P 8 » AP I1assad v uonsxd
* *s10] azanuaad

w1 ap saurezap sap anh saope
v 2aunos Juoj ‘uateieb @
uesred sas aed saansmuyupe

ap sasaaaual quarennod mb ‘« sa
suapffo amaaquow ap o & g apd “agambu )
E? 0] ap AULD ) OMNS 153

: anaguug
adap no ‘dayy v ayidwin,s pa sgouioy
WOLFDINOD O] UOWES QP e
uauapdng Ju
A1PU ap ol

Ay modd

r o sas
-snyf sapanod au.z._.:ri AN §5a, 9 ‘DDE]
sl gnan au anyong :::, ‘a0
I UOPUSALAIU] AUR JUSMDPOA
AINOD{Y §¥]

SAP 12 SAUWDJUAD
1 D, p sod sj0
AU 3 "SAULD WA LAWY OO p SUI0W o
vAY 15:.:...:%5 3, :\.z =_i~§:=§:

ENIS B AP JURde|E 18)S

/

4 E& 0ran wm 010 NO :xgumn N3 JIN3A

NVYIrv.L'd - NIVTINOd - 1L.S3148

112,P MIEAE “SPUIR(] § « 5200 §ap 24p
-uaadas » mod vigord ua b 1y neuuod
-a1 ‘« spudp das Um0 un
STION » .—2:_3:_ a8 au
7z

0D UOS § assaIp Iy uawapidey
1] ¥ SWOH § NEIANOU 2 3A0AUD

27 QP B SIUSP 131AD) PT 3] JUSWSWRNUS P 301243 Xa Un Jueinp suapifs sagRgal sag

9)INOB[E J9DYJO un

4

7 ASSAIUOD “non
ua uwpvlunt np mad £3.0 Na SUOAD snou

AT AU
a1 Inog » np

‘SEure(]
[-ODUEL] S3AIE
‘1107 pAD ua
. Puios
k .:&:._.,.:C__ 9 pAX|E Py 2
SIN23}19S9P SI[: PNOs un

:t agewn,

S0 A apaau
131190 Hp SUO[ NE IN0Y ADS AP SIWIP Ud
« pos
12 DYDY SUNS AL (aan,
Ans SUOLDEOSaN ap B»‘S._.:.u smyd au ap
o np DILDUOIL S DA MADALOD JU
0 JuaNop Sassny sa) anb njad amnaod
‘uawanbprod Ams prssy -2
100U SHAUUE Sap
Puon ysa saed vos

anb axh PuaI 35 AMOTE 120,
« "AANO J83 ASLLD D] ap anss) | anb Awput
np awp e unayaa p smd axyf au

12p AUIEWSS U] ‘UISNO) Wos ap saadne [y
s vy sodd 352, U SWOF] D Wy

1ot uon anod sty
njoaal g anb juawmuas

-2y E_.E_.Ei ua pessy’
puajap inb affao - .::E.
2AUIA 159 |
aun p 2y “ad

ap un 2aAe ‘smof sanbpanb v & 1t ‘adAys
ms anbruoyda)  UONUSIAAUCD  JIAU
12p ©s ap s10] 2pmambu wos npoed sed

LONNEETYWN S39803D

'sed 9)211e,S 9U pessy-[° e sjuesoddo sap
2)[0Ad1 B[ : 9)ea1 B sed juanbsew au
SUWI321 NP S2II0}JTA SIJUIII S

P S9INOP S : ILIAS

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 5 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 5

Le Parisien — Aujourd'hui en France

Bilan « décevant »
pour la mission
Annan

la suite d'une mission a
A Damas, I'émissaire de 'ONL

et de la Ligue arabe, Kofi
Annan, a demandé hier I'envoi d'ex-
perts en Syrie dés dimanche, et ce
alors que, hier encore, les manifes-
tations se sont multipliées dans tout
le pays. Depuis Geneve, l'ancien
secrétaire général de TONU a dressé
un bilan « décevant » de cette visite
aux quinze pays membres du
Conseil de sécurité, qu'il a appelés a
s'unir pour faire pression sur le
régime dAssad. Un veeu assez pieux
puisque, par deux fois, les résolu-
tions de 'ONU ont été bloquées par
la Russie et la Chine.
Depuis deux semaines, un autre
projet de résolution venant des
Etats-Unis est toujours au point
mort. Celui-ci propose un arrét des
violences ainsi qu'un acces a l'aide
humanitaire, mais exclut toute réfé-
rence a une transition politique. En
clair, cette motion n'exige pas le
départ d'Assad.
Une « ligne rouge », selon Paris. « On
ne peut pas se contenter d'une
déclaration humanitaire et d'un ces-
sez-le-feu, il faut absolument faire
référence a un processus de regle-
ment politique fondé sur la proposi-
tion de la Ligue arabe », a déclaré
hier Alain Juppé dans un entretien
au « Monde ».
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Die Lage wird unubersichtlicher

SYRIEN Demonstranten fordern eine militarische Intervention der arabischen Staaten. Kofi
Annan gibt Bericht an den UN-Sicherheitsrat. Tiirkei will Schutzzone entlang der Grenze

BEIRUT dapd/rtr/afp/taz | Tau-
sende Menschen habenin Syrien
nach Angaben von Aktivisten ei-
ne Militarintervention der arabi-
schen Staaten gefordert. ,Das
Volk will eine militarische Inter-
vention, den Sturz des Regimes
und die Bewaffnung der Freien
Syrischen Armee‘, riefen am
Freitag Tausende Demons-
trantenin der nordsyrischen Me-
tropole Aleppo, wie ein Sprecher
der Opposition vor Ort mitteilte.
Auch in Homs und Daraa gab es
nach diesen Angaben wie jeden
Freitag bedeutende Proteste ge-
gen die Regierung von Prasident
Baschar al-Assad.

Syrische Aktivisten hatten im
Internet dazu aufgerufen, im
ganzen Land auf die Strafle zu ge-
hen, um die ,arabischen und
muslimischen Staaten“ zu einer
militarischen Intervention auf-
zufordern. Die Aktivisten forder-
ten auf der Facebook-Seite ,The
Syrian Revolution 2011“ insbe-
sondere eine Flugverbotszone
und Schutzzonen fiir dringende
Hilfslieferungen.

Nahe der Hauptstadt Damas-
kus haben sich Regierungstrup-
pen und Deserteure nach Anga-
ben syrischer Aktivisten Gefech-
te geliefert. Zu den Zusammen-
stofien sei es in den Vororten Ka-

.i'.

Am Abend des 15. Marz in Paris: Gedenken an den Beginn des Aufstands in Syrien vor einem Jahr Foto: dapd

tana, Dumair und Tal gekom-
men, berichtete die LondonerBe-
obachterstelle. Begonnen hatten
die Kdmpfe demnach bereits am
Donnerstag, in Tal hielten sie
aber bis Freitagmorgen an.

Das syrische Aufienministeri-
um versicherte unterdessen in
dem Brief an den Vorsitzenden
des UN-Sicherheitsrats, Syrien

Erdogan hat alle Tiir-
ken in Syrien aufgefor-
dert, das Land sofort
zu verlassen

wolle mit Kofi Annan als Sonder-
gesandtem der Arabischen Liga
und der Vereinten Nationen bei
der Suche nach ,einer politi-
schen Losung der Krise“ zusam-
menarbeiten. Zugleich bekraf-
tigte die Regierung aber ihren
Willen zur Entwaffnung der ,Ter-
roristen”. Russlands Aufienmi-
nister Sergej Lawrow sagte, er ar-
beite tdglich mit Annan zusam-
men und habe auch die Fiihrung
in Damaskus ,zur vollen Koope-
ration“ gedrangt. Annan erstatte-
te am Freitag in einer Videokon-
ferenz dem UN-Sicherheitsrat
Bericht Giber seine Mission in Sy-
rien. Er rief das Gremium dabei
zur Geschlossenheit auf, um As-
sad zu Zugestandnissen zu bewe-
gen. Am Mittwoch erhielt Annan
von Assad eine Antwort auf seine
Vorschlage, doch bat Annan um
weitere Erklarungen.

Angesichts des wachsenden
Flichtlingsstroms aus Syrien in
die Tirkei hat sich Regierungs-
chef Tayyip Erdogan fur die
Einrichtung einer Schutzzone
entlang der Grenze zwischenbei-
den Staaten ausgesprochen. Au-
flerdem forderte die Regierung
alle Tirken in Syrien auf, das
Land zu verlassen. Anschliefiend
solle die Botschaft geschlossen
werden.

Die sechs Mitgliedstaaten des
Golfkooperationsrates  haben
unterdessen ihre Botschaften in
Damaskus bereits geschlossen.
Dieser Schritt sei auch eine Reak-
tion auf das Beharren des Re-
gimes, den Konflikt militarisch
16sen zu wollen, sagte der Gene-
ralsekretar des Rats al-Sajani. B
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Die Presse (Autriche / Austria)

Ruf nach Militiareingriff wird lauter

Syrien. Kofi Annan will mit Assads Regime eine Beobachtermission ausverhandeln, Die
Turkei und die Staaten des Golf-Kooperationsrats schlossen ihre Botschaften in Damaskus.

Von JAN KEETMAN und THOMAS SEIFERT

[ISTANBUL/WIEN] Zuriick an den
Start: Zu Jahresanfang hat die Ara-
bische Liga ihre Beobachter aus
Protest gegen Menschenrechtsver-
letzungen der syrischen Regierung
aus dem Land abgezogen, nun be-
miiht sich der UNO-Sonderge-
sandte Kofi Annan darum, wieder
internationale Beobachter nach
Syrien zu schicken. Annan fordert
einen sofortigen Waffenstillstand,
humanitire Hilfe und den politi-
schen Dialog zwischen Regierung
und Regimegegnern. Doch die von
Annan geforderte Geschlossenheit
im Sicherheitsrat gibt es nicht.

Der russische Nahost-Gesand-
te Michail Bogdanow kritisierte
etwa die Aufforderungen an Assad
zuriickzutreten: ,Assads Regierung

illegitim zu nennen und seinen
Riicktritt zu fordern, ist kontrapro-
duktiv, weil es der Opposition das
Gefiihl gibt, dass es nicht notwen-
dig ist, mit Assad in einen Dialog
zu treten.” Russlands Auffenmi-
nister Sergej Lawrow hingegen hat
Annan am Donnerstag , aktive Un-
terstiitzung" zugesagt.

Fiir den franzosischen Aufien-
minister Alain Juppé ist es weiter
inakzeptabel, ,Unterdriicker und
Opfer ins selbe Boot zu stecken®.
Eine rein humanitire Resolution
reiche nicht - sie misse auch eine
politische Losung beinhalten.

Vertreter der militédrisch in die
Defensive geratenen syrischen Op-
position - zuletzt fiel eine ihrer
Hochburgen nach der anderen an
die Regierungstruppen - verlangen
immer vernehmlicher eine Militér-

intervention arabischer Staaten.
Nach Angaben von Aktivisten de-
monstrierten gestern, Freitag, tau-
sende Menschen in Aleppo, Homs
und Dara'a und riefen nach einem
Eingreifen. Die Aktivisten forder-
ten auf der Facebook-Seite ,The
Syrian Revolution 2011“ eine Flug-
verbotszone und Schutzzonen fiir
Hilfslieferungen.

Tiirken sollen Syrien verlassen

Die Tiirkei erhoht unterdessen den
diplomatischen Druck auf Damas-
kus: Das tiirkische Aulenministe-
rium hat tiirkische Biirger ,drin-
gend” aufgefordert, Syrien zu ver-
lassen und keine Reisen nach Sy-
rien zu unternehmen. Die Bot-
schaft in Damaskus soll geschlos-
sen werden. Die Schlieflung der
Botschaft kurz nach einem Besuch

Spindelegger geiflelt Minen-Einsatz

Fliichtlinge. Bereits 90.000 Syrer in Jordanien, berichtet AuBenminister Judeh.

[WIEN/SEI] In Jordanien braut sich
offenbar eine Fliichtlingskrise zu-
sammen: Der jordanische Aufen-
minister Nasser Judeh berichtete
bei einer gemeinsamen Pressekon-
ferenz mit Auflenminister Michael
Spindelegger (V) in Wien, dass be-
reits 90.000 Syrer iiber die Grenze
nach Jordanien gekommen seien -
allerdings seien nicht alle Fliicht-
linge. Syrische Biirger konnen ohne
Sichtvermerk nach Jordanien ein-
reisen. ,Wir werden alles tun, um
syrische Fliichtlinge in Jordanien
zu beherbergen, allerdings sind die
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Kapazititen begrenzt“, meinte der
jordanische AufSenminister. Judeh
betonte, dass es eine politische Lo-
sung fiir den Konflikt in Syrien ge-
ben miisse, um das Blutvergiefien
zu beenden. Auf die Frage, ob Jor-
danien eine militirische Interven-
tion in Syrien unterstiitze, wollte
Judeh nicht eingehen.

Vor der Pressekonferenz hatte
Auflenminister Michael Spindeleg-
ger den Einsatz von Antipersonen-
minen durch das syrische Regime
scharf kritisiert. ,Das syrische Re-
gime setzt nicht nur kaltbliitig Ge-

walt gegen die eigene Bevilkerung
ein, sondern greift jetzt auch auf
besonders grausame Waffen zu-
rick”, erklirte Spindelegger. Die
jlingsten Berichte {iber das Verle-
gen von Antipersonenminen an
den syrischen Grenzen zur Tiirkei
und dem Libanon seien ein ,neuer
Hohepunkt in der Brutalitit des
Regimes gegen das eigenen Volk”,
so der AufSenminister weiter.

Zu den Vermittlungsangebo-
ten von FP-Chef Heinz-Christian
Strache meinte Spindelegger, man
solle dies den Profis {iberlassen.

des CIA-Chefs David Petraeus
beim tiirkischen Ministerprisiden-
ten Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara wirft
die Frage auf, ob die Tiirkei nicht
doch erwiigt, militéirisch einzugrei-
fen oder zumindest damit zu dro-
hen. Andererseits ist man sich in
Ankara des Risikos wohl bewusst,
in einen syrischen Biirgerkrieg hi-
neingezogen zu werden.

Dies nicht zuletzt, weil an-
schwellende Fliichtlingsstréme zu-
sammen mit dem Wegfall von Ex-
porten in Richtung Syrien fiir die
Tiirkei auf Dauer auch ein 6kono-
misches Problem darstellen. In-
nerhalb von 24 Stunden sollen tau-
send Fliichtlinge gekommen sein,
womit die Gesamtzahl der Fliicht-
linge in der Tiirkei auf 17.000 ge-
stiegen ist. Der tiirkische Rote
Halbmond rechnet mit bis zu einer
halben Million Fliichtlingen.

In der Nacht auf Freitag haben
auch sechs arabische Golfmonar-
chien die Schliefung ihrer Bot-
schaften in Syrien beschlossen.
Und zuvor sind Geriichte kursiert,
wonach die EU-AufSenbeauftragte
Catherine Ashton die EU-Mitglied-
staaten auffordern wolle, alle Bot-
schafter aus Syrien abzuziehen.
Ashton habe keine Absicht, dies zu
tun, erklirte ihr Sprecher Michael
Mann am Freitag in Briissel. Einige
EU-Staaten haben bereits ihre di-
plomatische Vertretung in der syri-
schen Hauptstadt geschlossen, da-
runter Frankreich, GrofSbritannien
und Italien.

Osterreich hat bereits im Fe-
bruar erklirt, dass der Botschafter
fiirs Erste in Damaskus verbleiben
soll.
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Kleine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)
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La Tribune de Geneve (Suisse / Switzerlan)

Kofi Annan
invite a

la prudence
sur la Syrie

Hier a Genéve, I'’envoyé
spécial de 'ONU et de

la Ligue arabe a annoncé

la poursuite des discussions

«Bien que décevantesy, les discus-
sions vont continuer avec les auto-
rités syriennes, a affirmé hier a
Geneve I’envoyé spécial de 'ONU
et de la Ligue arabe pour la Syrie,
Kofi Annan. Une mission va se
rendre ce week-end a Damas et,
selon ses résultats, il se rendra a
nouveau dans la région.

La crise en Syrie doit étre trai-
tée «de maniére trés prudente», a
souligné I’ex-secrétaire général de
’ONU. «Tout mauvais calcul pour-
rait provoquer une escalade ma-
jeure avec un impact sur toute la
région qui serait tres difficile a gé-
rer», a-t-il averti, apres consulta-
tion par vidéoconférence avec les
membres du Conseil de sécurité.

Kofi Annan a affirmé qu’on ne
peut pas comparer la situation en
Syrie «avec la Libye ou d’autres
contextes, car elle «est beaucoup
plus complexe». «Je fais de mon
mieux pour rechercher une solu-
tion pacifique. La priorité est de
stopper les violences et les meur-
tres, d’obtenir un acces élargi
pour I’aide humanitaire et de lan-
cer un processus politique vers
une Syrie democratique», a en-
core dit Kofi Annan. ATS
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Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

Kofi Annan veut envoyer
des experts a Damas

> Syrie [émissaire de 'ONU a Genéve

Kofi Annan, apreés sa rencontre
avec le président Bachar el-Assad le
week-end dernier, a jugé les répon-
ses du régime syrien «décevantes
jusqu’ici». Lémissaire de 'ONU et
de la Ligue arabe a toutefois af-
firmé, lors d'un point presse au
Palais des nations vendredi, qu’il
comptait envoyer une mission en
Syrie en cette fin de semaine «pour
poursuivre les discussions et les
propositions» mises sur la table,

Plus tot dans la journée, il s'est
adressé aux 15 Etats membres du
Conseil de sécurité par vidéoconfé-
rence depuis Genéve, les enjoi-
gnant a «parler d'une seule voix»
pour tenter de résoudre la crise sy-
rienne, «Le premier objectif est I'ar-
rétde laviolence et des abus contre
les droits de 'homme, a rappelé
I'émissaire de 'ONU. Puis l'accés
sans entrave de l'aide humanitaire
et la réponse aux aspirations des
Syriens pour la démocratien

En Syrie, le Ghanéen s'est entre-
tenu avec des leaders religieux, des
hommes d’affaires, des membres
de la société civile, Il a aussi rencon-
tré Buran Ghalioun, le chef du Con-
seil national syrien - qui regroupe
les principaux groupes dopposi-

tion - lors de son passage a Ankara,
en Turquie.

«Lopposition appelle a une so-
lution politique et pacifique, re-
léve Kofi Annan. Bien siir, ils [ses
membres] sont impatients. Les
tueries se poursuivent depuis plus
d’une année, ils veulent voir des
résultats, De leur c6té, ils s'organi-
sent pour se réunir sous une entité
qui sera a méme d’entrer en dialo-
gue avec le gouvernement, quand
viendra le moment des discus-
sions.»

Dialogue illusoire

Une perspective qui semble
pourtant illusoire, alors que se per-
pétue, semaine aprés semaine, la
répression brutale par le clan
El-Assad, qui a déja fait 9000 morts,
et que la diplomatie ne cesse de
senliser. Le Conseil de sécurité
reste paralysé face aux refus russe
et chinois de condamner Damas.

Dans une lettre adressée a’'ONU
hier, le gouvernement syrien se dit
«prét a coopérer» avec Kofi Annan,
mais il continue a imputer la res-
ponsabilité des violences a I'oppo-
sition armée qu'il qualifie de «ter-
roristesy, Céline Ziind
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Il Giornale (Italie / Italy)

di Rolla Scolari

dareun colpo definitivo al-

immagine glamour e cool

dellafirstladysirianagstato
un simbolo per eccellenza del gla
mouredelcool Quell'interesseco-
si femminile di Asma El Assad per
uno sfavillante paio di scarpe di
ChristianLouboutinda6.400dolla-
ri confessato inuna emall privata &
maledettamente assurdo e fuori
luogoinunmomentoincuil'intera
comunita intemazionale guarda
conorroreeimpotenza alleviolen
ze in Siria, alla repressione dellari
voltamessain atto dalle forze di
curezzacherispond or

ASMA, LA MOGLIE DI ASSAD

La bella di Damasco
che vive nel lusso

al fianco del tiranno

La dichiarata passione per un paio di scarpe
da 6.400 dollari stride con gli orrori del suo regime

gnatoallecolonnedel TimesdiLon-
dra: oIl presidente @ il presidente
della Siria, non di una fazione disi-
riani. E la first lady lo appoggia nel
suo ruolos, Poche parole che han-
nomessofineamesi dispeculazio-
ni sulla posizione della moglie del

to, il presidente Bashar El Assad

La first lady siriana non appare
pitdamesisullecopertinedellerivi-
stepatinate, inposaperifotografidi
moda. Ediscretaora,quasiinvisibi-
lessostieneleazionidel regimee del
maritoconun pesantesilenzio, rot-
tosoltantounavolta, qualche setti-
mana fa, da un messaggio conse

CON | GRANDI
Madame
Assad (a

destra un suo

primo piano

in alcuni dei
su0i incontri
ufficiali: in
basso e ospite
col marito della
premier
indiana Sonia
Gandhi, a
destra incontra
il presidente
Giorgio
Napolitano

ditatore. Indiscrezioni avevano
parlatodiunasuafugaall’estero,in
Gran Bretagna, dove Asma ¢ nata
nel1975edovehavissutoper 25an
ni.Maleinonhamailasciatoilmari-
1o e Damasco. Per molto tempo, la
stampainternazionalehaspesoag-
gettivisull'eleganza, sullasobrieta,
suquel oité cosi occidentale dima-
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dameAssad, Larivista Elle nel 2008
la metteva nella lista delle donne
pitt eleganti defla politica mondia-
le.Eafebbrain2012,mentregialasi-
ria ribolliva sull'onda delle rivolte
arabe, Vogue pubblicava un lungo
ritratto-intervista della fist lady.
«La Rosa del Desertos ¢ «glamour,
giovane,emoltochic, lapitifrescae
magnetica delle first lady», che re-
gna sul focolare domestico in ma-
niera wselvaggiamente democrati-
can, lasciandoampiospaziodided-
sione ai tre figh.

Asma Fl Assad é figlia di un car-
diologo difama, FawazAkhras, e di

DELUSIONE

Dipinta come icona

del cambiamento, ma e
sempre vicina al marito

unadiplomatica. HastudiatoaLon-
dra,allaChurchofEngland School,
poial Queen’sCollege, dovelecom-
pagnelachiamavano Emma. Dopo
glistudidiinformatica, Asmaentra
nelmondo delle banche di affari
nel 2000, quando sposa Bashar, in-
contrato in Gran Bretagna, abban-

dona un ottimo posto a [P
Morgan e il progetto di un
masteraHarvardpertoma-
re a Damasco, Non pochi
hanno cercato di intrave.
derenell'educazioneco-
si europea della first la-
dylapartebuonadelre-
gime,einleiunamusa
riformista capace di
spingere il marito
adaperturedemo
cratiche. Anchein
Italia:nel 2008, a
Rimini, il Cen-
tro Pio Manzit
per la pace
I'ha premiata &8
come «amba-
sciatricestraordi-
naria del cambia-

ELEGANTE

Asma el Assad, 37
anni, ha sposata Il
presidente siriano nel
2000. Prima viveva in
Inghifterra ¢ la sua
familiarita con
I'Occidente ha illuso
molti sul suo conto

mentos, Asma ha ricevuto uname-
dagliad’orodelpresidentedellaRe-
pubblica per I"opera svolta afavo-
re della crescita economica e dello
svilupposostenibiledelmondoara-
bow, Oggiquell impressionesiscon-
tra con il silenzio della sposa del
rais, conil contenuto delle presun
teemaildellacoppiapresidenziale,
pubblicatedal Guardian e ottenute
amaverso hacker dell'opposizio-
ne, Nella banalita del guotidiano,
luiscarica musica country, lei pen-
sa ad acquistare candelabri per
lacasa. Fuorilarepressioneva
avanti.L'Onuparladiottomi-
lamorti. «Il regime di Assad
oggiecaratterizzatodallane-
gazionedellarealta, dalrifiu-
todiciocheaccadenel Pae
se. Da quando ¢ tomato,
nel 1994, Assadviveapalaz-
zoinunabolla, creondato
da vecchi consiglieriv, ha
detto al Giornale Olivier
Roy, uno dei maggiori
esperti di Medio Oriente
inFrancia. Eppure,|'eco
della rivolta e delle re-
pressioni emerge dalle
email:«Sestiamoassie-
me, supereremo tutto
questo assieme,  Ti
amox, scrive Asma al
marito,
Neiprimiannido-
poilmatrimonio, le
cronachedipalazzo
raccontano come la
firstladyabbiasoffer-
to per ['opposizione
delle due donne forti di
corte: lasuoceraAnissaelaco-
gnataBushara, moglie dell'excapo
dei servizi segreti militari, Assef
Shawkat, avrebbero preferito per
Rasharunasposaalavita, comeilre
sto della leadership di Damasco, e
nonsunnita, comeAsma. Lafirstl
dysiecomunqueritagliataneglian-
ni un ruolo forte, molto di immagi-
ne. E oggi resta silenziosa al fianco
delpresidente. Pocoimportache
lasuatamigliasiaoriginariapro-
priodi Homs, teatro delle vio-
lenzepitidure. Anchesuopa-
dre,FawazAkhras, appog
giail regime: parlando al
Telegraph giustifica le
repressioni. «Che co-
sa dowemmo fare?
Aspettarecheciuce-
dano?C'elarespon-
sabilita di garantire
la sicurezza del pro-
priopopolos, ha det-
o, paragonandolari-
volia alle violente prote-
ste estive a Londra, quando il
premier britannico David Came
ronavevasollevato la possibilita di
tar intervenire 'esercito.
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

> PRIMAVERA ARABE / Las amistades del ‘rais’ sirio

La ‘primera dama’ sirla, Asma Asad, sostlene la mano de su padre, Fawaz Akhras, en una visita a Ebla. / AFP

Los aliados de Asad tienen
su ‘paraiso’ en Londres

Fawaz Akhras, suegro del presidente sirio, asesora impunemente
al régimen de Damasco desde su retiro en el Reino Unido

CARLOS FRESNEDA / Londres
Corresponsal

Mientras el premier David Came-
ron condena «la masacre de civi-
les» en Siria, el circulo intimo de
Bashar Asad se mueve a sus an-
chas y con total i idad en Lon-

emparentado también con el vice-
presidente de Seguridad, Muha-
mad Nasif, ha logrado escapar sos-
pechosamente a las sanciones eco-
némicas impuestas hasta la fecha.

Pese a su discrecion proverbial,
tendiendo durante décadas un

dres, convertido en algo asi como
el dltimo paraiso de los allegados
al carnicero de Damasco.

Su suegro Fawaz Akhras, padre
de su esposa Asma, le ha estado
aconsejando por email sobre c6-
mo rebatir las acusaciones de la
muerte y tortura de ninos sirios.
El reputado cardi6logo es copresi-
dente de la Sociedad Britanico Si-
ria, volcado en reforzar los lazos
con el Partido Conservador. Me-
ses antes de la matanza de civiles,
fue incluso invitado por la reina
Isabel II a una cena de gala en
Buckingham.

Suleiman Marouf, vinculado al
primo rico de la familia (Rami Ma-
khlouf), se ha encargado entre tan-
to de gestionar las compras on line
de la propia Asma Asad en Ha-
rrods, mientras el recuento de vic-
timas supera los 9.000 civiles. Ma-
rouf, considerado como el fixer de
los Asad en la capital britanica,

puente invisible entre Damasco y
Londres, Fawaz Akhras ha saltado
a las portadas de los periédicos
briténicos tras el escandalo de los
correos electrénicos de Asad reve-
lado por el diario The Guardian. El
cardi6logo ofreci6 a su cunado ins-
trucciones muy precisas sobre c6-

El padre de Asma
fue invitado por
Isabel II a una cena
en Buckingham

Bromeaba con

su yerno sobre el
tamano del pene de
Sarkozy y Obama

mo condenar el video sobre las tor-
turas y muertes de nifios en Siria
como «propaganda britanica».

Akhras naci6 precisamente en
Homs (el bastion rebelde recaptura-
do hace semanas), antes de emigrar
aLondres, donde tuvo en 1975 a su
hija Asma. Pese a la salvaje repre-
sién de las fuerzas de Asad en su
ciudad natal, el suegro no sélo justi-
fica los ataques, sino que los consi-
dera como poco relevantes en com-
paracién con las decenas de miles de
muertes que se produjeron en Libia.

En un email fechado el pasado
mes de diciembre, el cardi6logo
hace llegar a su yerno un plan de
13 puntos contestando a todas las
criticas al régimen y recomendan-
do a Asad que haga referencia a
Guantanamo y Abu Ghraib para
defend de las i de
tortura. Mientras el pais se desan-
gra, Akhras tiene atn tiempo para
enviar a Asad un correo bromean-
do sobre el tamaio del pene de
Sarkozy, Netanyahu y Obama.

En declaraciones al Daily Tele-
graph, compara incluso la
represion en Siria con los distur-
bios sociales el pasado verano en
Gran Bretana. «Cuando estallaron

los disturbios en Londres, Came-
ron dijo que sacaria al Ejército a la
calle. ¢No se puede comparar esa
situacién con Homs?». Las muer-
tes, eso si, las justifica alegando
que el ejército sirio «no es tan so-
fisticado» como Scotland Yard.
Hasta hace apenas dos meses,
Akbhras era la correa de transmi-
si6n més poderosa del lobby sirio
en Londres, junto al multimillona-
rio Wafic Said, uno de los mayores
donantes del Partido Conservador.
El ex jefe de Personal de Margaret
Thatcher, Charles Powell, el ex li-
der liberal Andrew Green y hasta
el diputado laborista Roger Godsiff
formaron parte de su circulo inter-
no en la Sociedad Britanico Siria.
Todos ellos se han ido desmar-
cando silenciosa-
mente del suegro
de Asad en las dlti-
mas semanas, pero
nadie se ha atrevi-
do atn a reclamar
algan tipo de repre-
salia econémica o
de condena politica
por sus acciones.
El otro eslabén
londinense de la fa-
milia Asad es Sulei-
man Marouf, em-
presario sirio con

Annan alerta
sobre el contagio
a todala region

Ginebra
El enviado especial dela ONU y de
la Liga Arabe para Siria, Kofi
Annan, ha pasado del «optimismo»
a la «decepci6én» en su valoracién
de la respuesta del presidente sirio,
Bashar Asad, tras la entrevista que
mantuvieron ambos el fin de sema-
na. Ahora, Annan no s6lo no ve sig-
nos de esperanza para detener la
violencia en el pais, sino que alerta
sobre el riesgo de que el conflicto
se extienda a toda la region. «Tene-
mos que tratar la situacién con mu-

€l circulo intimo del presidente

>Sheherazad Jaafarl. Reclutada por el
régimen para ser la asesora de comunicacién
de Bashar Asad, se encargaba de la agenda de
entrevistas del presidente sirioy dirigia un
pequefio equipo de inexpertos asesores de
comunicacién. Hija del embajador de Siria ante
Naciones Unidas, se especula con que Bashar
Asad tuviera una relacién extramatrimonial
con Jaafari, a raiz de que se encontraran
algunos correos electrénicos en los que ella

nacionalidad britd-  acababa diciendo «Te echo de menos»y «Te
nica, con intereses quiero mucho».
muy especiales en

varios medios de
comunicacién y
con vinculos estre-
chos con Rami Ma-
khlouf a través de
la compania Cham
Holdings.

>Hadeel al All. Segunda asesora de
comunicacién de Asad, apoyaba el trabajo de
Jaafari. También desarroll6 una relacién
cercana con el presidente, a quien daba
informacién frecuente sobre cémo sus
discursos habian sido acogidos por sus
simpatizantes.

Segin  revel6
ayer el diario The
Times, Suleiman se
ha encargado de
gestionar durante
meses los asuntos
«personales» de As-
ma Asad, y mas en
particular de saciar
su adiccién a las
compras on line. En
junio del afio pasa-
do, la esposa de
Asad se interes6
por la adquisicién
de un jarrén de mas
de 3.100 euros en
Harrods y le pidi6
en un email que
averiguara si estaba
disponible en los

R

En julio, Asma le
detallaba en un co-
rreo qué piezas de
joyeria queria pe-
dir: amatistas, tur-
quesas, corales,
6nix y diamantes
engarzados en oro. En la respues-
ta, el asistente le decia a la capri-
chosa primera dama que el pedido
no estaria listo hasta mediados de
septiembre.

Pese a sus vinculaciones directas
con el régimen de Asad -incluida
la acusaci6n de comprar rifles de
contrabando- Marouf no figura en
la lista negra de personas vincula-
das con el dirigente sirio. El em-
presario sirio tiene varias casas en
propiedad por valor de 10 millones
de libras (més de 12 millones de
euros) en Londres. Hace dos afos
le regal6 incluso un BMW a Fawaz
Akhras, el suegrisimo de Asad.
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>Luna Chebel. La tercera asesora de
comunicacién de Asad se encargaba de la
parte mds dura: los medios disidentes.
También le ofreci6 consejo sobre cémo
mantener el levantamiento bajo control.

con una foto de Asad. / REUTERS

>Khaled Ahmad. Facilitaba informacién
regular sobre la situacién en Homs. También
reafirmaba la narrativa del régimen de que
terroristas isldmicos son los responsables de
la revuelta.

cho cuidado. Tendemos a centrar-
nos en Siria, pero cualquier calculo
mal hecho que conduzca a una es-
calada de la violencia con impacto
en la region sera extremadamente
dificil de manejar», dijo Annan ayer
tras mantener una videoconferen-
cia con el Consejo de Seguridad.
El ex secretario general de la
ONU, que dice que el factor tiempo
es clave, anunci6 que ha designado
aun grupo de trabajo que volvera
el domingo a Damasco para seguir
con las conversaciones. «Cuando
se haya conseguido un progreso
suficiente, yo estaré preparado
para volver a la regién», subrayo.
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Refugiados sirios, cacheados por soldados turcos ayer a su llegada a la frontera

Erdogan prevé una zona tampon en Siria

TURQUIA p El primer ministro turco, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, confirmo ayer que esta
“estudiando” crear una “zona de conten-
cioén, una zona de seguridad” en la frontera
con Siria ante un previsible alud de refugia-
dos, que suman ya 14.700 en territorio tur-
co. Un nuevo campo para acoger a los hui-
dos de Siria se abrira el mes que viene y se
prepara otro, en total para 30.000 personas.
El viceprimer ministro Besir Atalay anun-
cio el jueves estos planes, de muy compleja
ejecucion, ya que esa zona tampon implica
intervenir en suelo sirio, mientras que un

portavoz del Ministerio de Exteriores sefia-
16 que ya son siete los generales sirios de-
sertores que se encuentran en Turquia. Por
otra parte, dos periodistas turcos desapare-
cieron hace una semana en la region de
Idlib y se cree que fueron detenidos por el
ejército sirio, mientras que un camionero
turco resulté herido de gravedad en un
tiroteo en Alepo. El grupo de paises Amigos
de Siria se reunira en Estambul el 2 abril,
pero Turquia no ha cursado aun la invita-
cion al Gobierno francés, con el cual man-
tiene tensas relaciones. / Agencias
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Conflito sirio “pode ter impacto muito
dificil de gerir naregiao”, avisa Annan

Turquia diz aos seus cidadaos para abandonarem o pais vizinho, enquanto admite criar uma zona de
seguranca na fronteira. Sirios saem a rua para pedir uma “intervencao militar” e “o derrube do regime”

Siria
SofiaLor

Ja se sabia que o regime de Bashar
al-Assad tinha respondido as propos-
tas apresentadas por Kofi Annan. Se-
gundo Damasco, “positivamente”,
Afinal, o Conselho de Seguranga ou-
viu ontem o enviado da ONU e da
Liga Arabe para a Siria descrever as
respostas como “decepcionantes™
Mesmo assim, Annan vai “continuar
adiscutir” e cn\mr.l a Damasco peri-
tos para negociarem uma missio de
observadores internacionais.
ais forte e unificada for
avossa mensagem, maiores serao as
oportunidades de que a dinamica do
conflito mude”, disse Annan aos 15
membros do Conselho de Seguran-
¢a, numa intervencao por videocon-
feréncia, a partir de Genebra.
Numa primeira reac i
sublinhou a nec
er vigilante fa
de Damasco

“permane
cas dilatoria:
mos rapidamente se o regime quer

Sabere-

dialogar ou explorar a aparéncia de
dmlu;.n para continuar a matar ci-
escreveu a representagio de
Paris na sua conta de Twitter.

Depois do veto russo e chinés a
uma resolugao que pedia a saida
de Assad e defendia uma transi¢ao
liderada pelo seu vice-presidente,
no inicio de Fevereiro, os paises do
Conselho de Seguranga continuam
bloqueados, sem chegarem a acordo
para um novo texto.

O ministro francés dos Negocios
Estrangeiros, Alain Juppé, explicou
numa entrevista ao jornal Le Monde
que qualquer resolucio tem de fazer
mais do que pedir uma trégua. “Nio
nos podemos dar por satisfeitos com
uma resolucio ht itiria ou de

Civissiriosemfuga paraaTurqula, que queravang¢ar com uma “zonatampao” na fronteira

rua. A Siria quer liberdade, cantaram
em Aleppo. Em Tartus, onde os rus-
sos tém uma base militar, um dos
slogans foi Liberdade para sempre,
quer queiras quer ndo, Assad.

O povo quer uma intervengao mili-
tar, disseram os manifestantes em
Lattameneh, uma zona de Hama.

cessar-fogo. Tem de haver uma refe-
réncia a uma solugao politica inspi

rada na proposta da Liga Arabe”
mo acontecia no texto vetado. Is
um pesadelo, este regime enlouque-
ceu”, disse ainda Juppé. “Apoiamos
Annan, mas nio seremos enganados
pelas manipulagd
les tém a obrigacio de ajudar
as pessoas que estao a ser assassi-
lld(l.l\ , afirmou em Paris Burhan
iun, chefe do Conselho Nacional
, 0 maior grupo de opositores.

Na Siria, onde a ONU cxnnm que
arepressao do regime mais dc
oito mil mortos, milhar:

Uma intervengao militar ainda
foi defendida por alguns paises arz
bes, como o Qatar. A Franga apoiaria
o cs'furqo se contasse com a apro-
vagido do Conselho de Sq.,ur.mga o
quea Russia nunca permiti
amos concentrados na Siria,
qualquer erro de cilculo pode
levar a uma grande e da comim-
pacto regional extremamente dificil
de gerir”, disse Annan aos jornalis-
tas em Genebra, depois de falar ao
Conselho de Seguranga.

Assad chegou a ameacar com
“uma guerra regional”: o regime
tem poucos aliados, mas conta com

“Qualquer erro de
calculo pode levar
auma grande
escalada com
impacto regional
dificil de gerir”

Kofi Annan

enviadoda ONU
para a Siria

o Hezbollah libanés e com o Irdo,
enquanto o Iraque procura manter-
se neutro. Face as denuncias de que
tem permitido a passagem a ajuda
militar iraniana, Bagdad garantiu
ontem que os avioes de carga com
destino a Damasco transportam aju-
da humanitaria.

Equilibrio de forcas
As possibilidades de uma guerra civil
siria alastrar ao Libano sio reais. O
chefe druso libanés Walid Jumblat
assinalou ontem o aniversario
da morte do seu pai, que atribui a
y, declarando o apoio a re-
volugio siria. is de 35 anos,
chegou o tempo de dizer a verdade:
viva a Siria livre”, afirmou. Os drusos
$30 um grupo minoritario do islio e
existem nos dois paises. A maioria
libanesa é xiita, como os Assad

A Turquia, por seu turno, dis-
cute cada vez mais a imposi¢ao de
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uma zona de seguranca ao longo da
fronteira para fazer face a vaga de
refugiados. Ancara avisou ontem os
seus cidadaos para deixarem a Siria
com urgéncia - segundo a imprensa
local, dois jornalis rcos dados
como desaparecidos na Siria estao
nas maos do regime e terdo sido tor-
turados.

se 0 Governo turco decidir mesmo
avangar com a “zona tampao”, os
analistas estimam que isso podera
mudar o equilibrio de for¢as. E pa-
ra rquia que tém fugido muitos
desertores e ha ataques da oposi¢ao
planeados e lan¢ados a partir de ter-
ritorio turco. “Proteger uma zona
destas requer a mobilizagao de uma
forga terrestre turca e isso sera muito
significativo em termos da dinamica
de seguranga”, disse a Reuters o bri-
tanico Anthony Skinner, especi:
em Médio Oriente. ramente, be-
neficiaria a oposi¢io.
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Assad’

wife

‘could face jail
sentence’ after
shopping spree

By David Blair
Chief Foreign Correspondent

ASMA AL-ASSAD. the British-born wife

cesident, could be liable for a
r |)|‘im)ll sentence because her
hopping sprees may have broken
sanctions imposed on her hus-
band, a senior lawyer claimed.

Mrs Assad’s liking for goods from Har-
long with Imunqm furniture-ma
ers and Parisian jewellers, has been dis-
closed by emails purporting to be from
her account.

But her husband. Bashar al-Assad,
appears as number one on a list of 114

€£35118.60

The bill for Mrs Assad'’s online order for
furnishings from a Paris boutique made
two weeks after sanctions were imposed

S\‘riun% subjwtvd to Furupmn Uniun

unpuwd on Syria
sible for “brutal repression™, freeze any
assets owned by targeted individuals in
EU member states.

Crucially, they prohibit EU citizens
making “funds or economic resources”
available to amyone named on the list.

If Mrs Assad has retained her British
citizenship. she would risk breaking the
law by purchasing an asset for the benefit
- whether direct or indirect — of her hus-
band. Holding dual Syrian-British nation-

ality would make no difference. Only if
she has formally renounced her British
citizenship, or it she could demonstrate
that the items were exclusively for her
benefit, would she be exempt from pros-
ecution. Mrs Assad, who was bom in
London and lived in Britain until the age
of 25, is not known to have renounced
he T British passport.
ssuming that Asma al-Assad is a
\ citizen, she must comply with the
EU asset freeze in place against her hus-
band notwithstanding the fact that she
lives in Syria.” said Nigel Kushner. chief
executive of Whale Rock I wegal, alaw firm
which advises on sanctions compliance.
“That means she must not make avail-
able any funds or economic resources of
any kind to — or for the benefit of — her
husband. whether directly or indirectly.
The definition of *economic resource:
wide and would include the kind of hux-
ury items that Mrs Assad appears to hu\'e
been ordering onlin
The EU imposed financial restrictions g
on Mr Assad on Jan 19. On Feb 1, an
email was sent to Mrs Assad’s account £
confirming that a Paris boutique w: 4
ready to <hsp.|u h a chandelier with a %
“lustre confusion™ design. along with two
candlesticks and other hL\un' furnish-
ings with a cost of €35,118.60 (£29,200).
“Great news,” Mrs Assad is purported to
have replied on | asking for the goods
to be sent to Dubai airport. Assuming that
Mrs Assad lives with her husband. the
goods would have been for his benefit as
much as hers. But the Tre: ury said this
purchase did not of itself provide sufficient
grounds for action against Mrs Assad. “We

CS)

Asma al-Assad's pun:ilases mavﬁan broken financial sanctions on her husband

would only consider furniture to fall within

the definition of ‘economic resources’ for

the purposes of the sanctions if we had
grounds to believe that it was going to be

used to obtain funds, goods or services for

a designated person.”

sanctions. There is no
wrongdoing by the Parisian boutique,

which did not know the real identity of its
customer,

One loophole would be if Mrs Assad
was providing essential goods to cover
the president’s “basic needs”.

Mr Kushner said that “one somehow
doubts™ whether the items ordered by
Mrs Assad could be considered to satisfy
a “basic need™.
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Questions for the president
over the woman 1n lingerie

By Raf Sanchez in Washington

THE latest email discovered in Bashar
al-Assad’s email account could throw up
awkward questions for Syria’s president
from his British-born wite Asma.

Clad in skimpy white lingerie, the
unnamed woman looks over her
shoulder at the camera lens, her clothes
discarded on the floor around her.

The photograph, discovered among
thousands of emails from the Syrian
president’s personal accounts, was sent
to Mr Assad on Dec 11 last year by a
woman who is not his wife.

The email contains no words and the
identity of the woman is not known.

On the day Mr Assad received the
photograph, his troops opened fire on a
number of funeral processions in Syria,
killing at least 12 people.

Mr Assad’s personal account contains
dozens of emails from a Yahoo account
where the sender offers advice and
passes on messages from people outside
Syria. While the emails deal largely with
atfairs of state they have a relaxed and
often joking tone.

Members of the Syrian opposition
helieve the woman may also have a
second email address under a false
name which she used to send Mr Assad

more intimate messages. This account
appears to have been set up on Dec 1
last year and as an apparent test an
emaﬂ was sent to Mr Assad’s address
saying simply “hi”. Around 18 minutes
later he replied “Hi and a half™.

Over several weeks, the exchange
becomes more flirtatious as they
swapped romantic music by the popular
Lebanese singer Fairuz and at one point
he appears to send her a gitt certificate.

On Jan 17, Mr Assad received an email
from the second account with a single
Arabic character meaning “I love you™
and on Jan 25 another email contains
only an x, the popular sign for a kiss.

While there is no direct evidence of a
sexual relationship, the revelation could
prove damaging for Mr Assad, who has
sought to present a united front with
Mus Assad.

There is evidence the Assads began to
cling closer as the fighting grew fiercer
in Syria. On Dec 28, she wrote to him:
“It we are strong together, we will
overcome this tOC’E‘ThEL . I love you.”
He replied: “I'm ot w orry about this,
and i have no doubt.”

The Daily Telegraph tried to contact Mr
Assad’s correspondent using the email
addresses found in Mr Assad’s in-box
but received no reply.
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Smart, smooth and US-educated: the young
woman who helped Assad with media advice

Email links to BBC report
from besieged Homs

President bypassed male
aides as crisis worsened

Luke Harding

On 27 November last year, a young, ambi-
tious woman sent an email to her boss. It
contained a single link, to a piece by the
BBC correspondent Paul Woods. Woods
had been smuggled into the Syrian city
of Homs. His subsequent report gave a
vivid account of the smouldering rebel-
lion there, crushed two months laterina
remorseless government attack,

The woman was the US-educated
Hadeel al-Ali; her boss was Syria’s presi-
dent, Bashar al-Assad. The email was
senttoaprivateaccount used by Assad to
communicate with his wife, Asma, other
family members,and ahandful of trusted
advisers, Some 3,000 emails from Assad
and hisinner drcle were leaked by Syr
opposition to the Guardian last week
revealing a first family strangely dmnn
nected from the bloody drama engulfing
Syriaand its people.

This particular email appears to show
Assad was personally told about the pres-
ence of western journalistsin Homs, slip-
pinginto the country viaa perilous cross-
ing from Lebanon. In retrospect, it takes
onadarker aspect. In February the Sunday
Times’s Marie Colvin and the French pho-
tographer Remi Ochlik died in Homs when
Syrian forces - itappearsdeliberately - tar-
geted their building.

One of the most striking aspects of the
emails’ leak is how Assad bypassed his
male aides. Instead, as his country slipped
further into bloodshed, he appears to
have grown reliant on media advice from
a group of young, westernised Syrian
expats. Most are women. At their core are
Ali and her friend Sheherazad Jaafari, a
former intern at the New York-based PR
firm Brown Lloyd James.

Of the two, Jaafari has the better con-
nections: her father is Syria’sambassador
to the UN in New York, with a hotline to
Damascus. But Ali's biography and now
deleted Facebook page offer clues to her
rapid ri: ike Assad and much of Syria's
elite, Aliis from the Alawi religious sect.
She grew up in the coastal town of Qur-
daha, known for its Alawi population.

Friends describe her as smart, smooth
and sexy. “She was 1I\v3ys going to excel
inmediaand PR," ones
and 2008 she was a student at Montana
State University in Bozeman, a city sur-
rounded by stunning mountains. She was
apolitical science major,

Writingofher student days for her year-
book, Ali reminisces about the “gorgeous

" and “almost breaking my leg
learning how to ski:)", (The same smiley
faces crop up in her later correspondence
with Syria’s president). She also writes
about “wearing my cowboy boots and hat
and feeling like a local:)” and “attending
President Obama's speech and shaking his
hand (!).” Photos from this period show a
petitebut strikingly self-confident woman
with high cheekbones and dark hair.

After university she returned to Syria.
She studied English literature at Damas-
cus Universi healsotaught Englishasa
second languageat the Arab International
University,and volunteered part-time for
UNHCR/Unicef. “She was sociable, well-
spoken, and engaging,” one friend from

| Fwd: BBC's Paul Wood in Homs
Date: November 27, 2011 1:38am
To: Sheherazad Jaafari, Hadeel al-Ali

Paul Wood was smuggled to Homs!!!

Date: November 26, 2011 11:49pm
To: XXXXXXXX, Khaled al-Ahmad
Subject: BBC's Paul Wood in Homs
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-
middle-east-15905970

this period said, admitting: “Iwas drawn
toher.”

When Syria’s uprising began, how-
ever, something changed. Ali became
active in spreading pro-regime articles.
She dumped friends she believed sym-
pathetic to the opposition. Her private
emails to Syria’s president, “the dude™ as
Alicalls himin one Facebook post, reveala
strong personal and political commitment
to him, and to his survival.

On 20 November last year she sent a
phototo Assad of him asa young student.
She wrote: “so cute, I miss youuuuuuu®.
Five dayslater she forwarded himascreen
grab from the Facebook page of a Syrian
opposition activist, together with critical
comments about the president: “Sorry
some of them are very rude but I thought
we could find the namesalthough most of
them have fake ones,” she explained.

As Syria's crisis darkened, it appears Ali
tumed down a place at Warsaw University
last September to stay at the president’s
side, Sheand Jaafari gave him regular feed-
back on how his speeches were perceived

by supporters. In late December she gave
him advice on a speech. She urged him to
mention that “hostility to Israel” must bea
key idea for the Syrian people, and told him
tosound “balancedand rational” whenset-
ting out his “reforms”. After the speech in
January, Ali privately struck a more inti-
mate note, and complimented him on his
choiceof suitand healthy complexion. She
was proud of his “strength wisdom and
charisma®.

Additionally, Aliis the conduit through
which advice from Iran appears to reach
Assad. Hussein Mortada, head of the
Iranian-backed al-Alam satellite channel,
said it was not in the regime's interests to
blame a string of mysterious car bomb-
ings on al-Qaida, Mortada also talked of
his links to Hezbollah and Tehran. It was
Ali who forwarded his emails to the boss.

The leak of their exchanges will be
mortifying for Aliand Jaafari. Neither has
commented publicly since the scandal
broke.

Marina Hyde, page 38 »
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Turkey to open
more camps as
exodus from

violence grows

Martin Chulov Beirut
Constanze Letsch Istanbul

Turkey has hinted it might establish a
haven for refugees fleeing the relentless
violencein neighbouring Syria, whichwas
described yesterday by the UN's envoy to
Damascus, Kofi Annan, as “very danger-
ousand threatening” to the region.

Annan announced that the UN would
send technicians to Syria in advance of a
mootedinternational monitoring mission
aimed at breaking months of diplomatic
deadlock and providing relief to the coun-
try's besieged areas. “In the name of nn
pcuplu and for the sake of humanity,
stop this brutality,” he said.

Annan also suggested that another
attempt to force the hand of Syria‘sleader
Basharal-Assad might soonbemadeat the
UN security council, which has remained
impotent as the violence has worsened.

One of Syria’s main alliesat the security
council, Russia, this week signalled more
flexibility in dealing with the crisis, which
has tested Moscow’s relations with the
Arab world and the west. However, Rus-
sia still seems anchored in its stance that
any resolution must place equal onus on
regime forces and opposition fighters to
stop the violence.

France has condemned Syria's insist-
ence that it isinvolved in a two-way fight
with terrorists, with the foreign minister,
Alain Juppé, saying: “I cannot accept that
we put lho oppressors and lho v ictimsin
the It'sa
has become mad. We back hoh Ann an to
implement his mission, but we will not be
fooled by Syrian manipulation.”

Turkey, meanwhile, has urged its citi-
zens to leave Syria, and will close its con-
sulate in Damascus on Thursday. It will
maintain a scaled-back diplomatic pres-
encewiththe Assad regime, which wasan
ally of the Turkish prime minister, Recep
T'\\') ip Erdogan, untilacrackdownagainst

gre; near the Turkish be
last summer.

In his first public statement on the issue
since last July, Erdogan said yesterday
his government was reviewing several
options including “a buffer or a security
zone”. Turkey is also setting up more ref-
ugee camps along the Syrian border. The
Turkish Red Crescent said it expected up
to 500,000 Syrian refugees to enter Tur-
key, a huge increase on the current figure
0f 14,000,

Refugee numbers have surged in the
past week, with families fleeing from
Idlibinto Turkey and from Homs towards
Lebanon, where 20,000-30,000 Syrians
are thought to have taken refuge. Some
230,000 Syrian citizens are thought to
have been displaced by the violence, with
most remaining inside the country.

Clashes were reported yesterday in
central Damascus, which has largely
remained supportive of the regime. The
conflicts were quickly contained.

Elsewhere, up to 40 people are thought
to have died. Syrian activists said most of
those killed were demonstrators.
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Turkey considers border
bulier zone with Syria,

ANKARA

TURKEY said yesterday it
might set up a border
“buffer zone” to protect
growing numbers of Syrian
refugees fleeing a violent
uprising against President
Bashar al Assad.

With the bloody revolt
entering its second year,
Government forces battled
protesters in at least three
suburbs of the capital
Damascus, opposition activ-
ists said. They also reported
flare-ups in other towns and
cities.

The United Nations-Arab
League envoy Kofi Annan
briefed the UN Security
Council later in the day on
his efforts to end the
violence, but there was no
sign of a breakthrough.

Mr Assad faced growing
international isolation as
more Arab states

BASHAR AL ASSAD: Trying
to crush violent uprising.

announced they were shut-
ting their embassies and the
Turkish Foreign Ministry
said it “strongly urged”
its citizens to leave the
country because of growing
security concerns.

Turkish Prime Minister
Tayyip Erdogan, once a
firm ally of Mr Assad, said
he was considering setting
up a buffer zone along the

border with Syria. Ankara
might then withdraw its
ambassador once its
nationals had returned
home.

“A buffer zone, a security
zone, are things being
studied,” he said, but added
other ideas were also under
consideration. “It would be
wrong tolook at it from only
one perspective.”

Some 1250 refugees have
fled into Turkey from north-
ern Syria in the past
48 hours, escaping an army
onslaught in the frontier
Idlib province.

Some 45 civilians had
been killed in the region in
the past day, including 23
whose bodies were found
with their handstied behind
their back, as well as five
army deserters, the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights monitoring group
said.
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Better Homs & Gardens

MONDAY

There are moments in life when one is thrust toward a cross-
roads. When the principles and aspirations that one has es-
poused for so long are finally called into question. When the
stable, comfortable life one thought was reality is suddenly and
irrevocably thrown into disarray — and one is forced to cut ties
to what is loved and what is known for the sake of what is right,
whatever the consequences ... I've been a Chanel girl all my life
— but darn it, Le Bateleur by Dolce and Gabbana is just impos-
sible to resist! Of course, far be it from me to expect Bashie to
notice the difference. Oh well, I guess this will just be our little
secret, diary.

TUESDAY

OMG, still shaking my head over KONY 2012. I spent all mor-
ning retweeting and Facebooking, and then I got my valet to
put up posters around the palace. You just feel like you should
do something, you know? Meanwhile, Angelina and Brad still
haven’t returned my calls. Not to mention that here it is March,
and Sting still hasn’t said anything about the Christmas cards I
sent him. I swear, do you ever just feel completely invisible? It’s
like I could set myself on fire and the world wouldn’t care.

WEDNESDAY

Well, this whole fuss has certainly taken a toll on my scrap-
booking! It was only last year that Paris Match called me “the
element of light in a country full of shadow zones,” Vogue called
me a “rose in the desert” — even Hustling magazine in America
named me the world’s third “most-bangable First Lady,” what-
ever that means. Now I can't even flip open Redbook without
someone calling me an airheaded shopaholic or a “modern
Marie Antoinette” — whoever that is. Figures, one minute
you're a champion of human rights and the next you're the
meek wife of a mass-murderer. What's next? “Asma Al-Assad,
First Lady of Thunder Thighs?” Well Asma, you knew it wasn’t

going to be a bed of roses when you married a politician. Speak-

ing of which, Bashar missed family game night again; said he
had some “serious business” to attend to with those army men
and their icky uniforms.

THURSDAY

I was phoning in to Sotheby’s New York to try to pick

up a pair of Wisteria lamps by Tiffany for the dining
room and some tramp in London outbid me. Any way,
to cheer myself up I spent a few hours on my pet project:
Syria’s Olympic bid! I still think Homs would be the per-
fect venue for the swimming events, but Bashie keeps saying
I should move it to Damascus for some reason. He's already

made me move the beach volleyball from Idlib to Hama — and
now he says Hama won't work any more, Well, hold it in the
Mediterranean Sea for all I care — as long as I get an excuse to
wear my new Christian Louboutins to the Opening Ceremonies.

FRIDAY

Only two weeks til Girls’ Day Out 2012! Every April, all us wives
get together, go for a spa day, some sushi — maybe jet over to
Dubai for a round of golf. Oh, but what I wouldn’t give to have
the whole gang back together again. Already my Tunisian and
Egyptian BFFs, Leila Trabelsi and Suzanne Mubarak, can’t
make it, and just now I hear that “something came up” for Mrs.
Gaddafi. It looks like it’s just going to be me and Ahmadinejad’s
wife Azam — and she’ll probably bore me with another lec-
ture about covering up my hair. And now, I just heard that my
speech to the Syrian Women’s Foundation in Deraa has been
cancelled due to “venue difficulties.” Jeez, is anything working
out for me this week?

National Post

A dictator’s words, Page A20

Asma al-Assad ® »
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The National Post (Canada)

A DICTATOR'S WORDS

A year of protest and killing in Syria has resulted in the deaths of about 9.000 people. Activists show no signs of surrender and the
lown, as President Bashar al-Assad has said on many occasions.

government shows no sign of backing

BEFORE THE UPRISING

In January 2011, six weeks before
Syria erupted in protest and as
the Arab Spring rocked the
Middle East, President Bashar
al-Assad gave an interview to the
Wall Street Journal.

“We have more difficult ¢ircom-
stances than most of the Arab
countries, but in spite of that Syria
is stable. Why? |
be very closely linked to the beliefs
of the people. This is the core issue
When there is divergenee between

Jecause you have to

your poliey and the people’s beliefs
and interests, you will have this
vacuum that creates disturbance.”

“Reform in politics is important,
but it is not as important and
urgent as the people waking every
day and they want to eat, to have
good health, to send their children
to good schools. That is what they
wint. I want to feel safe in my own

country. That is my goal”
START OF THE UPRISING

On March 30 — two weeks after
the uprising began — Mr. Assad
addressed the People’s Assem-
bly. He did not appear too
worried, but warned that
people were either for or
against the government.

“The conspirators are few.... We

lidn't understand what is happen-
ing until vandalism acts started.”

“To bury sedition is a national,
moral and religious duty, and
everyone who ean contribute to its
burial and doesn’t do so is part of
it. Henee sedition is more severe
than ki as the Holy Koran
says. Those who get involved in
the sedition, whether intentionally
or unintentionally, work for the
Killing of their homeland. Conse-

quently, there is no place for those
who stand in the middle. We,
however, will not hesitate to
defend our causes, interests and
principles.”

THE DEATH TOLL RISES

On April 17, Mr. Assad
addressed his new government
and appeared almost concilia-
tory. In the previous weeks,
there had been more than 100
people Killed in Daraa following
mass protests. There were also
Killings in other cities, and
demonstrations reached the
outskirts of Damascus.

“The last three or four weeks were
telling”

“The most dangerous thing is the
existence of contradiction between
the direetion we are moving in
and the direction the people are
moving in. The outcome in that
case will be zero, and the achicve-

ment will be moving backward. The

important thing, as I said, is to
stress these channels of communi-
cation becaunse the lack of commu-

“We have decided to control
events rather than letting events
control us—we will lead rather
than be led”

“It doesn't require much
analysis, based on what we

heard from others and

witnessed in the media, to prove

that there is indeed o
CONSpIracy.... Germs exist
everywhere, on the skin and
within the guts”

“The erisis might give us a
bloody nose, might give us pain,
might shake us, might throw us
on the ground. but we should
and more

rse m strong

tenacious in order to carry out

ourlife normally”

“For Contlaws ], chaos is a golden
opportunity that should be
grasped in order to ensure that

they remain free and persis!
their ille;
asking about the number of these

1l activities. You may be

outlaws and wanted individuals
The number is 64,000, more or
less, and this cquals, in military
terms, almost five military
divisions, almost a whole army. If a
few thousands of those wanted to
carry weapons and engage in
sabotage, vou can imagine what

damage could be caused.”

“The state is like a mother or father
who embraces everyone and
accommodates all her children; the

state’s rel;

onship with them is
based on tolerance and love, not on
hatred and revenge. But this does

not mean the abandonment of

toughness when it comes to
harming the public interest”

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

“The power of the state is derived
from the power of the people,
whose power is derived from their
dignity, which in turmn is derived
from their freedom, which is agan
derived from the power of their
state, So, let the people embrace the

state and let the army, the seeurity
personnel, the police and the people
work hand in hand to prevent
sedition, proteet the homeland and
ensure its supremacy.”

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES

In July, 500,000 protested in
Hama on several occasions,
provoking a crackdown by
troops. Protests in Damascus
were met by troops opening f
The UN voiced concern over
human rights violations, but in
an Army Day speech Mr. Assad
appeared uncompromising

“Syria is used to ereating victories
and defeating the enemies of the
nation. It knows how to do it, to

add new victories and leave
warmongers and blood merchants
to taste the bitterness of defeat and
disappointment.”

NO CRACKDOWNS

In December, it was estimated
that more than 5,000 people had
been Killed since unrest began.
The Arab League joined the West
in applying sanctions to Syria. In
an interview with ABC journalist
Barbara Walters on Dec. 7, Mr.
Assad denied there had been
crackdowns and attributed
deaths to mistakes.

“Not everybody in the street was
hting for freedom. You have

different components — you have
extremists, religious extremists,
you have outlaws, people who
have been convicted in the courts”

“We don’t Kill our people.... N
government in the world Kills its
people, unless it's led by a crazy

person. For me, as President, 1
became President because of the
public support. It’s impossible for
anyone, in this state, to give

order[’s ] to kill people.”

We have militants, ... Killing
soldiers and Killing civilians. This
morning, we lost nine eivilians,
Killed in Homs, in the middle of
Svria, and they are supporters.
Most of the victims are govern-
ment supporters.”

NO COMPROMISE

With experts, analysts and

some government officials
contemplating military inter-
vention, and with the death toll
at more than 6,000, on Jan. 10
Mr. Assad spoke again at Damas-
cus University, where he pledged
to strike the “terrorists” hard.

“In cases of war or confrontation,
states rearrange their priorities. Our

utmost priority now ... is the restora-

tion of the security we have enjoved
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Syrian forces
clash with
rebels near
Damascus

BY BAssem MROUE
AND JOHN HEILPRIN

BEIRUT — Syrian troops clashed
with army defectors in several
areas near the capital, Damascus,
inthe first significant battles there
since President Bashar al-Assad’s
forces regained control of the sub-
urbs weeks ago, activists said Fri-
day.

The fighting came just hours
before tens of thousands of people
held protests in many Syrian
towns and cities after Friday
prayers, the activists said. The pro-
tests spread from the north in
Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, to the
central regions of Hama and
Homs and the southern province
of Daraa.

The London-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights and
the Local Coordination Commit-
tees activist group said security
forces opened fire at several dem-
onstrations, killing one person in
the northeastern city of Hasakah
and wounding several people in
Aleppo.

Anamateur video posted online
showed hundreds of people
marching in the northern city of
Raqqah shortly before coming un-
der fire, forcing them to run for
safety.

Syria’s Foreign Ministry said in
a letter sent to the heads of the
United Nations and the UN. Secu-
rity Council on Friday that Damas-
cus will continue its crackdown
and at the same time cooperate
with Kofi Annan, the envoy
charged with trying to help end
the violence in Syria.

Earlier, Russia, a strong ally of
Syria, said it had encouraged the
Syrian government to cooperate
with Annan, and it urged the West
to encourage the rebels to do the
same.

In Geneva, meanwhile, Annan
said that the conflict could have a
“serious impact” in the region if
not handled properly and that he
plans to return to Syria. Annan
met twice with Assad last week-
end and made proposals to end
the bloodshed.

The Security Council has been
deeply divided over Syria. Moscow
and Beijing have protected As-
sad’s government from U.N. sanc-
tions over its vear-long crack-
down, which has left more than
8,000 people dead, according to
U.N. estimates.

Annan spoke after providing a
confidential briefing by video link
to the Security Council in New
York. “I encouraged the council to
enaak with nns vnirs ac wa trv tn
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Syrian rebels resume
assault on regime

BEIRUT — Syrian rebels ig-
nited a new front Friday out-
side the capital, Damascus, in
the first significant fighting
there since regime forces swept
over the suburbs weeks ago.
The clashes Thursday night
and Friday in Tal, on the north-
ern outskirts of the capital, as
well as two other suburbs,
highlight the shifting nature of
Syria’s conflict, with rebels ly-
ing in wait to rise up when the
regime turns its guns else-
where.

The return of violence to the
Damascus suburbs raises ques-
tions about how long troops
can control areas before they
re-erupt. Though government
forces have shown they can
crush armed fighters, the re-
gime has appeared unable to
conduct major offensives in
more than one place at once.

That points to the likelihood
that the year-old conflict,
which is estimated to have
killed more than 8,000, could
grind on as it slides closer to a
civil war.

Diplomatic efforts have
brought no result, but U.N. en-
voy Kofi Annan told the Securi-
ty Council in a briefing Friday
that he was determined to con-
tinue his mission and would re-
turn to Damascus. Talks be-
tween Annan and Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad in Damas-
cus last week saw no progress.

Syria’s Foreign Ministry
said in a letter sent to the U.N.
Security Council on Friday that
Damascus will continue its
crackdown. But the ministry

UPDATE
Intheregion

Thousands of protesters rallying
Friday in Bengaziin eastern
Libya topressforan
autonomous region were
attacked by armed men
wielding rifles and knifes,
witnesses said. One person was
killed,and six were injured, two
critically.
Assailants also attacked an
office ofalocal Libyan
television station, Libya
Al-Ahrar, to prevent it from
covering and broadcasting the
demonstration, protesters said.
Benghazi militia fighters, who
areresponsible for security in
the city, deployed forces and
chased the attackers, witnesses
said. The move to create an
autonomous regioninthe
oil-rich eastern Barga state has
created a strong backlash
among opponents who fear it
will eventually lead tothe
disintegration of the country.
The Associated Press

also said it will cooperate with
Annan.
As the battles continue on

the ground, the country’s diplo-
matic isolation has grown. Sau-
di Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain
said they will close their em-
bassies in Syria, months after
they withdrew their ambassa-
dors from Damascus, the state-
run Saudi Press Agency said.
Turkey urged its citizens in Syr-
ia to return home Friday, say-
ing some consular services will
be halted in Damascus next
week.

Turkish Prime Minister Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan also said
his country is considering cre-
ating a buffer zone inside Syria
to help protect people fleeing.

In a further attempt to cut
oft Assad’s regime, Washington
told the Traqi government that
Iran may be ferrying weapons
to Syria with cargo flights over
Iraq. The U.S. asked Baghdad
to take steps to cut off its air-
space to any such flights.

State Department spokes-
woman Victoria Nuland said
Tranian arms exports are
banned by a UN. Security
Council resolution.

Bassem Mroue,
The Associated Press

ADVERTISEMENT

Relieve Knee Pain!

[rving - An updated free 16 page report by Dr. Schnee D.C. has
recently been released. This report reveals research studies
surgeons don’t want you to know about, and why cold laser
therapy has knee pain sufferers jumping for joy. Discover how
the hottest weapon against knee pain 1s FDA cleared, has no
documented side effects and has saved thousands from surgery..
If you suffer from knee pain, no matter how bad or even if
you've had surgery, you need this free report. For your free copy
of this updated report, call 1-866-415-7554 (toll-free 24 hour
recorded message) or visit www.kneepainreport.com
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Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 30 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 30

L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

‘% BUUBLIAS 86110 D] BP SPPGUIO)
-8 S9P |8 SBUIBIUI SPUBIBHIP
sap yojnp uoyoubop suppad
aun nuuod o Inb anbyjod
snssenold 8| Jsoup|a) » B 8
(ojquinor piom ‘W p @
11845 yo||pisoN eyuoiyod np
uats|ndul | snos egipu) « aub
TRUOW: Y. 9P UOKBI OO

ap awwoiBoid 8| aiansinod »
D Lol DUILLEE P JN8| gubinos
sing||io Jed juo siped xnep se
# 'BUIBIUI BURIS

oy Jepijosuos younod Inb e
$N0} B B2IMIBS ND 4G4 NP 4@
qapoy sep suakow se| yueonid
s|,nb ‘quioluos snbrunwwos
un suop ‘gubinos juo sipod
xnep s ‘gnbunwiod g
anbipul ‘s8|puUoHOU SEIUDIYIP
SBIUBIPHIP D 80} 811D} BP BNA

U8 UOHDUIPIOOD D] JEI0EI
&P 12 XNRIBD|Iq susl| s9 Jed
-dojeagp ap siuad o uoungl
o] » sy od xnaep se| auue N&|
nae plsp juo Inb seyuoua

ap augs aun,p abojis 9) suop
J1495ULS UOIUNGI BB 'QRD} o)y
wod np gnbiunwiwos un ugeg
‘uowngl B| R pd

sud o snbipjod noaing np
sauquisw sunaisn|d | |sdowes)
Aweg gindep & JesSOp J8jo7
dSd np (pHueb a1DIes
np 4o ‘Anouyy [BLp1w ‘qaooy
yiod np L1 uR B auloguoes np
Juswwojou exuesad ue suoy
-DPIIUOI 8P UOIUNGI BUN YIDG
Bp GRDIDY B|DHUSD LOSIDW D]
R JEy Nus} juo sjassaibosd
94S1|P120S 1ind NP {2 qR0IO) 1§
-i0d np se|qosuodsal sinoy e

4ing D dSd-q2nin)
SUOLID}IIUO) 3P UOIUNIY

"« uonuedsip ap atoa ua astp
-BSSE 2UNBar np _BYIqqeyd, me
TIYPENES S B AYAIYD UQ) "3
-ere sdwmunad np arnosiy anou
TIO0SSTP 2P 12 AEIE JUDWRULIO X
-1aua anaf ap Jaredss sa) ¥ ues
-IA 2ADEIR] A ¢ mypmoine
208} Juoj » SIPUWIP $)

« LG ap sazWIp P oD

-sonb e[ sanboas p aumae 9inole

[14-e ‘« (asmequmol) uondar
2. ¥ % JUSWINIOENB] 9P W0
12 ‘apan xred g op 10 snoA anua
guun [ 3p 1 3 £5q pEA dane
0w Juarme s[1 ‘rapred Jusma
-nod suurew sou 1g -sawmole
1 I[P 18 WU aprunmd aun
152 (aunFar a0 ap) ANy v »

« XNAUTEY UDUAS aunda np

safeq s9[ snes aquioy 152 b 12

(aqere) vosud apuesd e[ astyar
aeae mb ‘nepquinof Eumy ap
pAoqe p 12 s1ddreur sou ap arow
-aUI B[ SUOIQI[D SNON » : P
B 9PBWEL] JA 9100 uos o]

« "MAJG YEJRISEN] A TU Qrew
arerned 9) 2048 Q07 U2 29w
-Ja1 SUOAE] snou ‘Quieiuoy
gl op arepd ¥ swew ‘argjoo ua
19w asa.myeu e] onbmod gpop
WEquIno| [eurey] ap [ daae
IpRUICd JUIpERg P SIAMEW
QP UONEIOWRWILIOD 8] » : 91
-nofe e 1 Gnawpxa] ¢ ouadwm
-UT XNE UOTST[E 2UN SUEP 17

« *aumoo 182 sueid)
©p 2u ¥ 12 wsar uauds ad
-nad a7 » 1 9ouE[ BT ‘« duUALIAS
A|BIE UODMOADT B[ 9P X120 » 19
“« aufEeauogy B ap 12 uEﬁv_aMm
ap siurewr ) » JUEnEg « 9
~IEROURpP NFORP TR 27000 ¢
Jnunuod suoaap snou ‘anbur
-od 1eqap np amp ap nEAU
3 3os anb PAQ) » : p ¥ 4gq
np o 9] ‘sjoxed ¥ umarg

-apedmoqanadap
SIALTEUT SaP AN oW U ¥ ¥ aruou
2192 axme aun mod peurp]
19 nEquIno [ “JAAL 2P JnoTEe
SUEE ¥ SIAANONAT JUCS 36
RIEP{NOJA] € 29UDIBWI U2 S U
<ad saupeuuosiad sap smarsnyd
Qumol e| swep prl s

*'IsSMIN IPPUIDH

“Bafiea ) epLIyIag

14 29mddp e 3p 1 ‘el
PEEG mon np Jumno np
Y2 up sannonged ua ‘snbru
~oydopn spdde simerstyd vors
~E00 2120 B JI0AAI SINS[IE
med amsap nequnof
UG WD
PESSY-[2 JEUXE DAE 2DI0ATP
3] ‘D-s10f anao anb roAes armey
v punsap anbroquids juaw
-ou0) 253 un suep Suauds
sarreuuonnjoass sap neaderp
a[ aquiol e[ s wsodap mod
s10J 9[pAnou aun puad 1 s
[1SM "010Z U2 2WIEIU ‘Ua uAS
auri@ar 9] 24k Juwayordder
np omEN_ ¥ ¢ ‘ssow sanbjanb
W ‘uy suR JuEpRaW Am[q
-umof pEAy PdUE B ‘« qr|
audg B] 2ATA "SIUDET XNE INOJ
-AI NP DWUI-TOS DIAE LD
U B[ 9p MPD 152 2 ‘Uonesou
-uIuion ag¢ Bl ap Jnol a7y »
TURSSOY L) ZAE ] 19
PIPAYD 1ZME] ‘M d2Ae sMoW
uequmof pewey ap suouded
~W0D XTP $ap SA[P2 MS SaNNE
xnap sind armupndas e avs afnos
asor aun wodop e nEqUInO
JAL PquIol [ 9p JMOITE 9SNAT
-Ir awowr aun Kady
‘uonedH pp aun aypadap 1ssne
[P ® auuatunsaed auoimy |
ey serpy 2andap uarae |
ap opid] snos anboemow
9P AYINEL) ¥] 9P ANNE UM 12
GEpYY YeqstA Juopiid-ooia

uos red aympuod ‘enbrersour
-9p TEAMNOUIY np uoneHpPp
aun ‘soepuy auoIuy ‘aun,
p JuRmEd np Jupisad-oo1a 3
PEEG AUTOIUY 12 NO[}] WUIL]
‘pAEPYD) uRDfy ‘moy any
‘relle] — pewureqopy ‘pees
PENO,] ‘OPRURE] UBAIE[A ‘ULI
-ep] eryeg sandap sap moey|
nog PEAA 12 040 [, aUTppar[y
“PUY 1Y) sanstutur S ‘pey
STl qieN Qnsun Jaruni g
a wreauasaxdar ‘seyeN Se[OAN
AW NP 12 AWOUON |
9P ATSTUNL 3] JUDULLIEION AR

’

>~__.d.:ﬁ<ﬁ ._EE% mE
XN9p $36 19 BION] 2snadld uos
‘DEjquimo [ A7 annQ) PIjostEw
1P UOTRAP 1D BRUXNOLAL op
seed np anmd ayarwr aun au
-uormoeo e mb Suownmo argnu
~axd ey aed sud auo saaeuuos
-1ad 15 suoneDipp smarsn|g
-auand ] ap sidurew sard
-ard s sste rmowwwod mb
‘urppevy ¢ pru-sude Spuco
-35 aUN 12 ‘Ne[quNO [ [eurey| ap
AQ[OSTIEUI D[ JUBADP ‘BRI NOJA]
v ‘oounewr w apmuad e
‘UOISEID0 22D B I SI[NOBP
JUOS 9§ SAUOWINFO XNI( “UILI
-As aundar o] VAT 22I0ATP UOS
suep snjd 3p — pstoop — sud un
amey mod ‘peurey] ‘and uos ap
JBUISSESSE | 0P QIESIDAIUUE G
0P UOISE00 | 121y RS € 1R[q
o[ piEAA ‘dSd TP PY2 3]

*213d 1os 9p 9qUIO] B[ NS SUILIAS SIILUUONIN[OAT SIP dJWRquId[ 9sod ‘Wye[quuno [ preAA
‘ASd NP JAYD 3 ‘De[quINo|( [ewrey] 9P JLUISSESSE [ 9P UONBIOWIWIWIO0D 9GE B MNOJ

| 934N09 )$9 mﬂ&.ﬂb muﬁ IIAPB]

: QLIAQ B[ Jns JJejquino|(

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 31 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 31

L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

« 'sap|quassty sod os su
Jopuow & un Jnod suoyipuc
S8 P ‘SN SUOYDN S8 JOpUDW
un sups ucyugd o 9|8 sun suop
sucRUE snou sneu enb s 58
fI # W oL uoydo,p juojsul,|
anod sod o A Lnb Jesuad g »
SOPING eauueo pddar

‘W Suyse wausoBy © ‘x N0y
nuarap sa awiigs 8 sowap
KD UN §58,9 JISLA [N »
‘U] |10 % Y P
WSWSURID 59,7 § 1B
Jasiuuasgd ap anbsy no xmawo |6
nad siwoudwos @ B
140K} N § SADDSIOW $3] A
“nsinod 95 Jemicy sp 9 bsy

no anby d voisUSWIP BUM ND
SUDS 81104 1UD LWINY UOYN PS5

sunnb pouss su 1nb uoyn oS
aun Janbo|q vo-nayg ‘awiwe)ip
uAuN D A |1Lnb siouaooa) i »
Jiyouny sod su o« sBncs subl »
Sun prusnysuco Snbuyjod json
8| B PIOGD SUDS “a 104D NY
pads | g 8 nay-a)zassd un

D SOUSIHPI INSUSNSS U DHID}
ucynjosi sunnb ssppisuco
ddnr “w ‘9iunags op |1 LoD 9|
pow@LY) ‘s RBubyy saioy
SOP MPISMIW 9] gnbpul D ‘Sow
*0Q Jns vossaId iKY 8P UK
D JPUDLIBP D 49 « |G UANTE )
uoiss xda) B| R LY ayaw ap ana
UB UNDPS 8P 198100 1P LUOYI0
sun,p sousBin | »ns siouly
055G UN P sdnD «isisul »
0 @uDy D) aweR||oing

" ZIWO
sod juauuaniod 4 u s SusyIp
$8D ‘WYPNOO|D Sap Ji|| 180D, P
‘grnppul snd aug,p Suou oM co
9 49 ‘usu /s |ucyou EUO NP
INOYND JB|GUUIEES D) 58 8 JakDsss
anod o) sUosigy snou » anb
juoincio ‘pddnr “y popPIP ©
“UINSUIFPG | |9 NSRBI | ‘Sayno
W0 suN 58| Jssoddo s e Jaip
PP 95 D ROR IR0 5|L0D jioy
= wopsoddo, | pawamnd yKoyo
SPORND | jucp suosoddo sep o
Al # e BIYRP »as ap Jass0

R e uls Loysoddo | §jaddo
sana)| 0 Jod © ‘4 pOsEY P S
Fouucsiad ©f 8p 19 ‘(usuds)

aw By np gpoug O] Jnsaw
|0 3 U1 DAD XNDYUBPIIQ) 59|

b swpo o 1nb ‘gddnr ‘W
‘Bjiaa 0] ‘woyo ||| 8080
uauks ayoouod 8) awoy B pod
o5 unod $6al oo ‘ucypoysod
ap @|@ un Bwnol acous ined
#1(63,| 9 caBABULINDY || 00
$E0 8| SUop anb palaaR U 0
BUUSLE SHUL D] ¥ enbyos
PP SUAG SUN SUBP NS 1S
DIB5 JIUBAD JNS | §10W 'SUB YILP
S8p SAUD.D 8| suouadwod
snous anb By agignd apuoyy
7 [uIne| ND MBIAISUI SUN SUDP
JUDULID “ pOSSY <@ JoLpPog
HOS LOS J31| B ANUYLKD ‘OPaY}
=40 N0 anb PRI ‘AR MY
SYURIFY B b JIOA 5P PADU »
P 459,85 ‘gddn u |y ‘saug Buo 49
SRUDHY S P 510500 BYSI UL &)

poSSY D « HOS UOS 131] » D ANULUO) Inb « JUUALAIP NPIDIAY » D] anbiLd SLIng

AURLIC)-2Y20I 4 NE IS
QUMESSTWR | WIS SUTOWUEIU
v ‘audg w anbyord uonnjos
aUnp YA T AP ANUOD
~Uug € Juoa soqem 19 Xﬂﬁu:u*v
<20 symaFurp say wn@E
159 PEssy -[2 Teqorg op aurndar
Bl anb JUBIE[Op U ‘uBuuy
yoy war awunund andood
seurec anb 21108 ua any 1nod
pEssy -[2 Teyopg Pp UE&.U& 9
J0AE S1OTIUOD S35 JLSIIN 10D
-sopy anb anbrput v ‘Aciaw]
rndg  sanBueny  wneyy
SIp austuT 9f ‘asstu AN0O

“byunu
~wod m suep Tuekez- ¢ jumop
-qy ‘O TP [WHE M08
q AYVP B ‘« SUILAS SAYJ S0U
nd sroan onbiFen vonerars v v

Uy QAW ¥ SIUODP S0P |
03 ioud g 12 aneu ucndo |
JISIUN ¥ BDUEEISUT U0S DUILES
uauAs qydnad ne aund@ar op red 53
<igut sndwonmuni aapddns np
19 doessew np > b1 o) imprn
uosDP WY (D)) IO
np vorEndo P [Euc) np
wxuow sy aenb urwo p
JEIE0S TP 19 STUN ST SIEIN ]
P IPMOY NP “MIE() NP DPES
-sequie sap auretpoxd smuauuay
¥ 9P 92U QUUE[ 20AE MU0 1 8
um_méﬁu:__mm:_v«:u:u_cw_.‘_

“ SINAYTAIISP, P
oara] mod swsuwan o B
suorsodoxd sop mwmd  suorsad
-Ars ©p ounj anb puuyueo Jrea
-nod » unb argoop e Tzme] pews
-qy ‘wry yoy) 9p apond-ovoed

o ‘wonsnb W ars B
VNVS FULIpe Bue e “« o0k
UD UOISSIW ¥S ¥ SO SUOEIN
sop smrosp anod wenry goy
amestun | xed souwgy abruypoy
admba ap a1 v op WOIP] 28
SARBUEND SUTEYY ©P UaIAs a1}
SGUIL ] DU AA D] 1S90
aamy anod douroAMS 3p SUBTIED
-3 UM IAITEISUTP 9TA UD Uy
yoyy med smedond stun(y ¢ vors
- JUNP TOAUD [ JUETYES UD (H 1
T YNVS Py ude
Jamun suoneN sap
DUIB ATLIA® YA E] JOTUIUT T
“« wyudorndde suonoe S rerpuard
al 39 wouanlosuw so) rursaWw
uaf sdwra np ouBeE 1 ogred
sap aunnb no sdwa op aad am
1) ‘anuod aud 9g » uorpuuod

QAT FATEU [14-T « DIUOUCO
ngy 1 gueoynAs jues safnepo
$9] 12 suosstosTp s3] anb zakan
sion orb sdumiBugy  wsmy «
S QIASNEIP P AUIE 0 angp
wnodun 0 wap » wo sdum
e sduay 3 1auuop op aucpon w
e aseur e poads afoaus |
anbryche (r3-v “« auaprud san
anruew 9p apod wod as puour
may appnbyy mod uosnrepiss oy »
o aeydurco snpd dnconmq 15w
3[p2 1w 2Aqry ¥ 3P IR0 2 du
Ag o vomerus v prduo sl
wad ou ug b suinge v [ ‘wRAr
[1-3-€ “aaad g apoyap san wu
<5 mb puo@s pedun wm o
amaluu pyws aun sorbovosd
aeunod oD steanEw na » 1
sanbpunp siouwsumap dno

-nex) ap 1pynos ghp v uoidi v
my sardv,cq *« awsprd a0 ‘s
AEW 5P * JAED 20 AP
spab wenbydo w o
aan  ans assard v ap uotuan ey
RIWE ARYNGE B Uy Yoy
~a|ouoibas
aponIsa ajqissod aupn

“AUAG W dwIwo

P @OUP D] IIWONIUTS 1
Suuasdams vorup)y mad sodoxd
‘uonnjos ap U.F_w:: sxdaov v
SURIOY | 3p KIOYP P §BLT) ]
VNOUD[EDAI® IMADIIT N4
-nod ou ap st nog Surory ]
9P S0P 83 13 AyEUBUMY] P
sudn 9xuan  uownanog
.hm,.u_.&a_uBEu_u JLAG aun sran
aburjod ssoxad m row
» amanmumy apr | mod @Enp
SY0E Un IuAQop  ‘saanan
s 1 sougan = saddas p 1o
aond vs anb pddes ap aFge
BUE 195 (INQJ P [RU2E 21
20% wow T wnbyoed vonn
05 n wypRgor mod monu
uos op mesng b amole € o
-waned vs pyosnl mod swruoyy
‘UOLR ¥] TP NWDANCY ¢ BIpUA
96 |1 SR NEAT 08 UG 99 S|
U AP JIPIDI IS TA VOIS
AU[) % SAUNIAS SAUCINE D VAT
DOULUOD JUOA SUOEIBIP S »
anb o 110 nodss sed paad
Su ey Iy WRWIYER]

« X10A (108 o1n p oped
AWM IP JRSUOY J IguAq up
uau ards [« Toeengd anad g
NOp VWY Ip P IUN) Ip SMIP
-ESSBUIE 53 19 UTUUY YO 200D
AMJUI0Y B NI NI JUDME DAUONIA
sap anb uopquiss [ sty sew

-2 3p SHE PRPY UPRJ 3p P
nooso AL ap uonrseddo | ap uaus
~WIEIOU UCTRIUD QUAG ¥ ms uon
~I]C6IIUN NS P COOE P DI I5
© 200y prnbstl o [rsuey 1p
Suqum G S 9P U «s0
~uARAIp O] dEpW SPuDsD
P[RTALL 3P HUTOE PIBVOT) 1P
SUquiaur s u:c—gﬂtﬂﬂ‘—ﬂs
awnj op rd aFumoud » ampap
smappe ral 19 s aqee ondey g P
P INOI % [erds 2hoaud, ]
2w vpans
wawsr «guied xs us suonsed
~ard » 528 onb 10 « pinbenl yuwa
<0 sasredar sop aFew o
-S1p p amenumuoed » b snbrpur
AUNO D E [ Seum] ans CQ_mﬁ.ﬂ_
arty aned @uny v anmos p
pestier) 9 pdde €10 vonapow
ap suonsodoxd ©s v souudnds
ssuodar sy «oinbenl oprean
-9p » ap ayipnb v uvwy
*AIUIL)Y T “SIM N SUCEN]
sap stEq ne darporoe so1d ¥
om qurod o arey v samun suotm N
9P [EIUE ATWADS-XI] YOL
MIN] 0AE 0UIYUOIOFPIA B 9P
W08 ¥] Y PIUTOPS IP [PSUO]) I
20aE “atan) 3p aored ¢uaan
-2 195 meuuy yoy ‘wnbruwou
-9 smaneado sop Dpun 1108
Y P SDIquam Sap ‘DsnaEips
sanpuuosod sop ‘uonsoeddo
Pogoyp sap uauR[id s
Ut san 1 samegy ©p
anstutw ) P pessy uapisaxd
q AIUCOUA JUIWD[IOS UOU ¥
It no 2fefoa uos 3 Imaar a(]

VONONOS-NWINVH
aupayIn) IAINI9

e GRS RSRURIIpONpUSHENRSGH NS 5D NI SC T aloAR
QLIAGQ e[ ans yun | & NN O] o[jedde 30

« AJULAIIP » pessy . p dsuodai v agn ueuury

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 32 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 32

The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)

RS s yooadey poss yoou
S INOGE PR R0U00 2 0) BOSR ]
PRESY mpwg U1 PIYeoo ag) o
Appanp 000 umssp 8 Kaym ], Jl.,
‘APSURU PMOO 11
‘0 Sumuns s MUD EPESY R M0
-y ap sup fu 5% vocos uiamn) §|
K], 0 FuReg) & 200020128 O 2q
won ¥ m:._smé. SuOOagap sy
JOX™ Fumosd st sy Kpeaspy o
o (e Furpns pepAS ) UM 3G PInOm
QAR P00 UDTUDASMIL AU
apeano Aum pedan e F 2 ing
A RPN, A1
1wy peen Jurq dn _JF,. Afpmmana
poo suAS unpem Rinod gapamy
oy paddns suodean Aue wip Auom
08[® (M 3] ERpE0G JO Fumeip (v
oo pum sompo pem w sacaposd T
[PARIUN & FUAS J1 SO0 JHXU R
QEO[ 0] A0el $RYy >...€:_.....m.c Jlos 10}
fup@y AruorsEo pue Juposwsp
AJUOUT U GEPIMY Um0 S @I
Lalm[® ARUno ) ST SOUD PO
JO M PANURUOD X PO Y UEp
upmon [ ‘ezpaocs o8 vogmoddo
) 0 wuw Fousod B pus pessy 0] s
ey ¢ Fueg ﬂ:«é.. HUOOREY
W0 w0 (e uedomi] g W
Sorcleaumy per Rmod o souwpg
spw e Fum Ajaw pecutu L ), upmon
OZ RYNG ® PIERGRED i LAY,
‘We PR wapued
UL UB £ ) IRERI OF Q[T UM
- $2200) YEpn ], em S yum 2paio
- pnod sm pus sdoon ponod o
[MPURY VA S0 [661 243 JO e

JNyE A Ul wEmpan Yy JO uoriar theyy
waguos o1 dn wE v afEs,, 0@

joreadar yfnore og pmom ‘Aes spade
'suAs 10) ouwucs (mumiod ()

NG $20U0 IR WO T 0 podd ns
& QIVN paanbas Sk puw e
AP\ DT[ RAQET LR JO OOk pasn
-t Kapamym ufredoie velor Apse
Q) 0 R U s m o madds
op vorsoddo ‘mou oy

do asuny) pu=

Qg
[y @i pue saoour wodxe o o
HRpRD) peams M PPN OLVYN
pue swrues Suglduos o o wada
®OAmons o sawe sy
YO8 2FPIRY 9G Prnowm
ISR00 AP WOR) SNy paw sRim
A[IGM O QoW e sauop Tur
pesado QEL PMOM B3 AP H1 PO

BLIAG JOJ JO3ue

Endog YRypsD musuROl 0 Wmp
umip parnendos oW a8 e
U 910G ‘R Agrepsuo soge|
ndod g1 pum jlest Agunco ap s Ao
N XO[RI00. QK INEE 9G PEnom
SUAS Ut Sedm J0 puty Auw Avs
swdarns Umpinu pEn A5 00 M
jear ufmdbue =g 29 opym
‘o Twaonpe s uos Kepw ‘Su
JRGKU URTSIUN |, 8 (PUOLE 1P 0] [ nsas
JusRgrp KA, ® i dn 2woo ppnom
SRS WRETH (PRGN PUR W PO
Ut o fugosar FuAS u spuILs
7 mdy o pres _-ua_?x s Aaym |,
PHOM GRIY

ap w wapr ap s0) poddng Sumod
Jouds v sdapad ‘ouoz 2pmag = Jo sap
21§ 03 OGO 0U PRy I PIEE BELR],
‘Keprg v ) AFusdins dn duss
U BOURII TR0} 1) ampdls
PAI9G O UWRE PO M EAG I 8, Feal
R WOL GOSI| A BE A N
«onsmd 0y
pus *ﬁs._.uu._.:fzeﬁuﬁzv.: 0y

B 9w 0) Surkan ‘A Ao o1
IS P{0OD PRSEY IR L RIIP T8
AR, FWOBR[Y UFRI0 U0 LN

wmadosng oy @ sgERads muy op
PN ® ‘Asor(-sauey uanng peEs AL
apun A sumwas i wonedoosd @

UONRILRUT SPIM QUNOGE U 11 SEI[UN
g ‘xug awos apnb 0) BoGURARNI
moge Suym weg sy wEuy,,
MO0 (i A o pogRmoLy
V00 FUETAOW OWE WMRID J[a1 PUY
ORF P00 faxpm |, peesy A R au)-T 0|
op oy pee s fupuosd Apease
WY P vonnoss gons Suw
FO0[Qq 03 AR| FUNL) PUT SR YEM
‘qpqrssodeu o e weadds togoe oo
1) AEPUTIL SUORTN PRU[) S Y
poddns soualiemt puw opa ol
Supeaosd s umep o [ 1y
A20pm |, Ut pasey 2050) '§ (] IR ASA
QI DU ()1 N 21potos) pod

pexy s pede sapand 0 mugueod £319 20 gn Loy pgymy om | R p oo

dng puy n@nu vogesado Eopn), Aw
‘TUAS 20) sURKE BOCUAASRUT UMD 2919
fumnuexs Apumongu sms poNuy)
a1p Furpnpu wamod wamas g
“SUOH Jo gad o ofaw
ap w Apmronmd poge Sumseay
o posn ~ mmodasy Sumupgman
s weanRAod ap Jo won) o w pofd
T sey pus Aoy sy fura o sscons
apu| pey sy vonsoddo oy 'y 08
‘LS U UMD 030 WAL
M f vo e [ATUPEO0O >:.n:rd.1
U UIRE) UL PO ASI XYM B
U QU000Q PMOS AU Pey[08 00
SN ], UDARY Q) 7% MO §IF 55 T U

{§ po soqumu Fupnos? v

UPNEIEN A U0 JROM [ MO M AUy
unuhS sy FuFpegy o ‘pre ueumt
URUm Y o Asan gap mof e pus saa¥npa
pajoxd 0 9g proom s fodsp doon
Kuw JO uorURW PIRE 919 A[ALM
LLuonmoddo g yysuag A pus
NUWFUADP AL [[RIDAD NP JO S
up s Aon ag W sHp puw
£200) puno S gopn], Jo s sogkap
ap sumbas oz ® yons Fupos
. Yoo epg Aowmynsuoo Y
N R IsAEUR sy ap
?-/.Bs.aw.,:.i:(i«, ‘afuEp
ad v og A i pasusaadun g,
‘PO BOEE
FAUT UFIRU0) ¥ 5 USIE 9G PIO0D JRYM
FORNT 0) UGG U WTRU U0
15eaf K324 91p 12 we1p qqmsod £1 11 g
K eopn], ) QOF) URIp SR
MRIpEW  AjuRmngoa Wi pesy
myseg WPEAL] 01 [RAO[ $0104
QAL PNE AR 0} Furpeg o
SUSYUE BGOSR Y205 PINOM BEUY
“da soles ® 9g pmom A0 LR UAS
owt whoon wepn), Surpuas Ajpmpe
‘vonsoddo ap Fums - vigesy poss
pum sape At qray pau) sme) Apmp
o ~ wmE Ry U0 voge[noads
praxlspim U9ag sy aLIp (A
TPARA [ S R JIND (661
ap Fuunp besp woyy Lo gapng,
0100 SUPLOY H00'D0S JO S0 2
#0{252A0 poysmd Furag uaas st - Ap
KINIYY, 001 g J0 conds ap ur o[ |
Furpnpus ‘w08 O'S| HLOS ~ KPP
-0q £t furson Da¥nja o waguny
Fumod poe Susu wnoo Apog ag
i ing ‘uoor Amigqee o padwosd
ap Summs Jo Umm ueog sy Aapn),
‘Fumwdn po-mak
ap w pou@Asut R0y 03 0P
ap Sumado ‘peguoo ag ur wod fur
wm ® aosd pmoo vk S ur safnyas
0] U0z RENG,  URLEIUSUMmY
posaline s vefopuy diidn), decoy
SREUON QW GECER], CNOCNOT

segay

sddy 1334 Ag

£101119) uvLIAG O1U1
sdoon ysoun g, Suipuas
10J Funjorq [BRUODBWWIUI
§298 PINoD BIRyUY

(O QWes 9Q AW QUOZ JJINg AYIN],

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 33 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 33

Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

83y MaweY ‘fepu U JS1E] LIND 00T
18 BASUSD WO IRUN0D AUNDSS Bu) Jaug
0} 8NP Sem UBuwy 'pIes |zve4 |, 'siesodosd
U] JOSIUBLLSS IS0 Juswdw| O Moy pue
WSIUBYDSW SIUL JO S|IEIED SSNOSID 0] Haawm
Wau UEs SNISBWE() 0) - UOBSIU [BNUYDS)
B - wes) e Bupuss s aY, YNVS Lusle
SMAU [BOUJ0 BU) U0 paLed eweels A
“SjUn UBIBI04 ue BAS B U0 BuUSLLIWO ‘BNaU
S0 Ul SISINSY DO} IZvE] peluy ' sIopuow
10y WueLaLU e 51 siesodad au) ul suosed
A0S 243 JO SU0 1Y) ULYLOD UED |, *Aepi Lo
pEes uewsanods Sy ‘i) SIONUOLW [BUoH
|waju foidap o} [esodad € SSNOSIPO) yaam
wou fues snosewe(q o) wes) e Bupuss
i ‘enBed] qesy pue SUCHEN payun g
1y eufs wo Aowus [eroads ol ‘veuuy oy

S10}IUOW SSNISIp 03
wea} Suipuss ueuuy

Sy Uae7 8 fezo) moumsy Tem [up dpydonses
0} pes| pmod uogsoddo ueKs ap Supuue yag
Fudes ‘saouoy uopseddo wepds sy Ag ssanb
-ar suodeam peoafar Aepsiny] uo souely
‘uogsoddo ayy Surwe Kuado are sagyunco
ou Ing ‘umop pessy Furig pue Surry sy dojsueo
pre ey fuo £es uogsod do auyy ur Auepy suog
-oues Fupsodiu g pue umop dag 0 pessy uo Suges
£q payspocyq a1g dogs o pa@8nus aaey saugunco
qEIY pue uBjsaa ‘lem e uo guesd swas-gue
popes oym syynok jo dnaif e jo jsanm gy £q o
peyono; yarepy jse| uelaq Susudn aiy arsym ees
-6(] Jo Ko waynos ay Suipnpuy “seare uogsed
-do paaiseq smds pue squey Kepsnyy, uQ
‘UO[RALINSU| POLLLE UE OJuf pajeresss Fujsp
-dn 2y ‘sisaj0ad ayy pessaaddns pusopa s010§
Aunxs sy saoupard payspascdun s Agunco
au Jo wqunu e up sysajoud [rysoead Asouw yym
1eak ysey yarepy up ueliaq Supsudn ueds ay
Ay uepAg aang au jo ABejens 3y sy Y

SW3s [, ‘pes 0850 | ‘uoifiar msu up saysep
ssauym am eare oppads e gonuoo auder sy
awp Kaag, samndy e 3y aawy 3,upip 3y ing
SAYSL[D SQING NS OS] SUY) U S ENSED 3BM
ADY) PrES 0550) PEISOY 1A paseq-ekg
sfes N eyt “gdoad o0's uny asow pefry sey
Fusudn ayy uo umoppED pro-1ek 5 pessy
TOAS WO Uf GIP] PUE SWOH JO WIS Iy
eqeg ay) woly sao10) uopsoddo pdxs 0] asua)
-jo aunfax e £q pamofo) m pinunco snd
-SEWE(] A} UO YORNE A ], [ONUOO jusuwaaod
wpun [&)jdes Supunonns sqngns sy ind sa10)
aurf@ar yopym Suunp ubpedues Qe sofew e
payoune| sdoon s pessy ‘Arenuga] Ape uj
‘pafpy sem uostad auo ppes L3y, ‘bery sisprog
yey) mogz-3 1p(] jo doupnaid yy-o wajss
3 up Ay wepAg a1 31} S UMOLY SI0P03Jp
Auwre pue sdoon) usamiaq saysep pejedal oqe
sdnosf yog ydiu Lepsmyy, uo eueed) pue
Jewung] Supnpup "SosEuE(] 1EU SPAle IS0 Uy

S OE AU A} PIES S UCHEU
-poe)) o] Ay pur KojeaesqQ) 3y Aepug
josmoy Ajes ay pun paise] Teyded sy jo sipgs
-IN0 Ay} uo e U ysep 3yl pres sy weumpy
10§ Aiopapeq() wepds paseq-ureg Ay
ABYMISP Uchuaye s swiny awpfar gy 13y
- ucos suay mau Fupul seyydy vogseddo
yim ppueo uends Ay jo arnyeu Supjiys sy
8ydny sqmans snoseureq] Uy saysep g,
“ERIBC] 0 20UIA0K WRLINOS "SWOH pue ey
jo suoral [equso a o) s s rukg ‘oddagy jo
Ao waypou sy woy peaids spapad ayy pes
siagoe ayy selend epuy Bye sagp pue sumo)
uepils A uy sysjoud ppy doad jo spuesnoyy
jo suay aropq sinoy jsnf awed Sugyy sy
“AEPLY] Uo pres siARoe offe Spam sqmans aug jo
[onuoo pauyeiar SX010) S pessy-{E Rysey USpsL]
AUl BB\ SRR UBGMES B A U
snosewre(] Teide ay) reeu S E RS U |
S0P Auwe yum paysep sdoog ueuds |0

SNDSVINV(] dVIN STHSVTID
I1MO0dHd SLSIALLDV NVIYAQ

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 34 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 34

Arab News (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

sysapand
AOJH SN0 IS0I ez Iunuysy gy

] PAIUED B

fepuarsal -1
ESRETI} a40iSar ary
AP AMUE PuT SI0SSA

| pagEy aaw  jouued |
sisaoad g

1V 01 pauy
S (K] JOIAS om) s

paifan Ajfuons, e
ST, J0] SYSH ATLINIS OIS [n0qe

sferopdip N TRM [ [0 yuEg A
WYEN0aq ST Y] 3UH01A U
JURS T

[IEREN
LI X
UoRUIAIAU

Hues Eopied v 01 Duag e
ISTULE 32U ] UOHN[OSA) a1J-3Sa0 pUE
way voasnl oy paygspes

75901
a Jop yaaw pxaw suepd o e o

SAB3| 01 SUSZILD §|[S1 ASMIN| @ UONUSAISIUL AIRYIILL %335 $I31$S10Id @ S2URI 151l SDUS|OIA PUS 1SN PESSY @

)}d0|peap euAs yealq 0} NN sobin ueuuy

(dV) "Kepug uo ‘eiskepey andwn ejeny ul juawiwanob uenks surebe 1sajoud (dv) “Aepuy uo ‘eishejey andwn ejeny ul Juatwusosob uenAs sutebe ysayoxd
e Buunp Assequsa ueuAs 3y) 0} sayauew 3y se eufs aaes, Buipess paedeyd e spjoy ssisajoad wisny v € Buunp Assequis ueuAs ayl 01 saydew ay se  euds anes, Buipeas paeseld e sploy aaisazoad wisnpy

1)
alg A

U ELAS U0 GORN[osa [120N07)

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



The Saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 35 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 35

All GCC

states shut
Damascus
embassies

JEDDAH - Four more members
of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) have decided to close their
embassies 1n Syria over its violent
crackdown on mass protests against
President Bashar Al-Assad.

United Arab Emirates, Oman,
Kuwait and Qatar follow in the foot-
steps of Bahrain and Saudi Arabia,
the other two members of the six-
nation grouping, which announced
they were closing their embassies
in Syria earlier in the week.

GCC Secretary General Abdul-
latif Al-Zayani said in a statement
that the move demonstrated a rejec-
tion of “the Syrian regime’s con-
tinuing killing and tormenting of
the unarmed Syrian people, its in-
sistence on the military option and
ignoring all efforts for a way out
of the tragic situation lived by the
brotherly Syrian people”.

Zayani called on the interna-
tional community to “take firm and
quick measures to stop the killings,
torture and blatant violation of the
dignity of the Syrian people and
their legitimate rights.”

Meanwhile, Turkey Friday
“strongly” urged thousands of Turk-
ish nationals to leave Syria and said
it was considering withdrawing
its ambassador from the violence-
wracked country.

“Developments in Syria pose
serious security risks for our nation-
als,” the foreign ministry said in a
statement. “Therefore it is strongly
recommended that Turkish nation-

als currently in Syria leave and re-
turn home.”

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said his government was
mulling calling home the Turkish
ambassador.

“We are considering all options
including the withdrawal of the am-
bassador from Syria,” Erdogan told
reporters.

The foreign ministry said it
would be halting consular services
by its Damascus embassy as of next
Thursday, adding that its consulate
in the northern city of Aleppo, Syr-
1a’s second largest, would remain
open for the time being.

But a joint action to remove all
ambassadors from Syria is not on
the European Union’s agenda for
the moment.

“The issue of diplomatic repre-
sentation in the country is of course
under constant review by the mem-
ber states, but there is no common
line at this time,” DPA quoted a
spokesman for the bloc’s foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton as
saying Friday.

He was reacting to earlier press
reports suggesting that Ashton
would propose a collective with-
drawal of ambassadors at a meeting
next week of EU foreign ministers.

Such suggestions are “totally
wrong,” he insisted.

Some EU countries, including
Britain, France, Germany, Italy,
Spain and the Netherlands, have
closed their embassies. — Agencies

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 17 mars 2012, #62, p. 36 / Saturday, March 17, 2012, #62, p. 36

FATWA +

Cleric urges Muslims
to kill Al Assad

Egypt's prominent Muslim cleric
Safwat Hejazi has said the killing
of Syrian President Bashar Al
Assad is a duty for every Muslim.
"He who has the chance to kill
Al Assad and does not do this is
a sinner,” Hejazi told a rally held
in Cairo in support of a popular
revolt against Al Assad's rule.
"Hadn't | been a known face,
| would have gone myself and
killed him," added Hejazi, who
had a high profile during an
uprising that forced long-serving
Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak to step down last year.
Hejazi added that his anti-Al
Assad fatwa (a religious edict)
has been echoed by many
Muslim clerics. A large number of
Syrians have fled to Egypt since
Al Assad's government started a
ruthless crackdown on the revolt
that erupted in March last year.
Last month, Egypt recalled its
ambassador from Damascus,
prompting the latter to withdraw
its envoy in protest.

— Ramadan Al Sherbini

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)
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Buffer zone a game changer?

Turkish talk of ‘safe haven’ can open door to foreign intervention in year-long Syria uprising

LONDON — Turkish Prime Minister v
Tayyip Erdogan’s suggested hu-

munitarian “butfer zone" for refu-
gees in Syria could prove a tuming
point in the conflict, opening the
door to foreign intervention in the
year-old uprising

Turkey has been wary of rais-
ing the prospect of military ac-
tion, but with the body count ris-
ing and growing numbers of
refugees crossing its borders
some 15,000 so far, including
1,000 in the space of 24 hours on
Thursday it is seen being
pushed ever closer. Memories of
500,000 tlooding onto Turkish
territory from Iraq during the
1991 Gulf War are still vivid,

While there has been widespread
speculation on Arab states arming
the opposition, actually sending
Turkish troops into Syrian territory
would be a major step. Ankara
would seek cast-iron international
backing for any such move,

Forces loyal 1o President Bashar
Al Assad might voluntarily with-
draw rather than face the Turkish
military,but it is possible that at the
very least some might remain be-
hind to attack what could be seen
as a foreign invasion force.

“If implemented, it may be a
game changer,” says Anthony
Skinner, Middle East analyst at
UK-based political risk consul-
tancy Maplecroft. “Protecti
such a zone... requires the deploy-
ment of Turkish ground forces
and this will be very significant in
terms of the overall security dy-
namic and clearly benefit the op-
position.”

While the stated intention of any
troop deployment would be to pro-
tect refugees and allow delivery of
humanitarian aid, the tledgeling Free
Syrian Army would almost certainly
use such an area as its own safe ha-
ven. Turkish-controlled territory
could become an area in which they
coulkd anm, train and potentially co-
ordinate attacks on government
torces elsewhere in Syria.

So far, the opposition has had
little success seizing territory and
has struggled in the face of the
government's overwhelming fire-
power — used to devastating ef-
fect particularly in the siege of
parts of Homs.

Other international

forces drawnin?

With Western powersincluding the
United States reluctantly examin-
lﬂ‘[‘hl.'ll'l‘\\“ mtervention “!.IH\[\'I
Syria, any Turkish operation might
find support from other Nato mem-
bers. At the very least, US forces
based in Turkey might well be
drawn into providing logistics and
intelligence support,

A frue United Nations mandate
for such action appears almost im-
possible, with Russia and China
likely to block any such resolution.
With Russia already providing
arms and fuel to long-term ally As-
sad, Turkey could also find itself
drawn into increasing confronta-
tion particularly with Moscow

“Ankara has been talking about
intervention for quite some time,
but unless it can secure wider inter-
national participation it remains
very unlikely,” said Julien Bames-
Dacey, a Middle East specialist at
the European Council on Foreign
Relations, “There is a definite risk
that Assad could resist the move
militarily, trying to make it too
costly anexercise for the Turks and
others to pursue

Nevertheless, the lesson from
last year's Libya war would seem to
be that appetite for foreign inter-
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