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At a press conference Mag. Ewald Stadler, 
Member of EU-Parliament for the BZÖ, 
commented on the OSCE allegations of 
electoral fraud in a third of Russian poll-
ing stations, which he described as “pure 
nonsense”. Stadler himself worked as an 
election observer for an NGO in Samara, 
the sixth-largest Russian town. “I went to 
Russia with an indeed critical basic atti-
tude towards Russia and I certainly did 
not - as did a former SPÖ chancellor - kiss 
Russian ground as a greeting,” Stadler 
made clear at the outset.

The BZÖ MEP reported that he was 
assigned a Putin-critical interpreter by the 
NGO. He was able to visit nine polling 
stations across the city. In the areas around 
the polling stations there was - in contrast 
to Austria - not a single propaganda adver-
tisement by a candidate. In several of the 
polling stations all candidates were clearly 
displayed for the voters with photo, cv, fi-
nancial circumstances (including those of 
their wives) and also their memberships 
in associations. Stadler: “I would like that 
for Austria as well.” In addition Stadler re-
ported that election witnesses of all candi-
dates observed the election process. What 
is more, all ballot boxes were sealed. “I in-

terviewed many scrutineers of all the elec-
tion candidates in one-to-one meetings. I 
did not feel any hostility, on the contrary, 
the atmosphere was extremely relaxed.”

Stadler also pointed out that 15 percent 
of all polling stations were equipped with 
webcams. Every citizen was able to observe 
via the Internet what was happening in the 
polling station. He added that the objective 
was to equip all the 94,000 polling stations 
in Russia with webcams in the future.

“I am appalled at what nonsense has 
been declared by the OSCE. If in fact - 
as the OSCE claimed as early as one day 
after the election –gross irregularities had 
occurred in one third of the polling sta-
tions - then this means that in each of the 
31,000 polling stations there must have 
been a conspiracy between at least 10 peo-
ple - including the scrutineers of the other 
candidates. This is absurd and technically 
not possible”, the MEP said.

In this context Stadler called upon the 
OSCE to give a precise report of the poll-
ing stations and the irregularities that were 
detected there. “I do not agree with the 
statements of the OSCE. I suspect that it 
is the aim of the OSCE to purposefully de-
nounce Russia. If so, then the OSCE has 

abdicated its objective role. I will certain-
ly not get involved in this mean denuncia-
tion of an important country of the inter-
national community”, the BZÖ politician 
made clear.

Furthermore, Stadler pointed out that 
many Russians were rightly appalled and 
angered by the allegations of large-scale 
electoral fraud. “The Russians are not a 
primitive people, but they themselves 
know what kind of democratic develop-
ment they want. Given these unsubstanti-
ated allegations by the OSCE, I can very 
well understand the outrage of many peo-
ple in Russia. In Austria too, many people 
reacted angrily when in 2000 the ‘three 
sages’ were sent in order to supervise de-
mocracy, only because some people did 
not like the then government constella-
tion. The EU should stop immediately 
giving Russia instructions on democratic 
processes, but eliminate their own demo-
cratic deficits. After all, who has for ex-
ample elected Monti in Italy or Papadem-
os in Greece head of government?” says 
Stadler.  •
Source: www.ots.at/pressemappe/4527/aom 
from 03.06.2012

(Translation Current Concerns)

Austrian observers differ from  
OSCE assessment of Russian election 

BZÖ Stadler: OSCE allegations pure nonsense. MEP election observer  
in Samara: “Do not agree with the OSCE reproaches”

cc. Social democratic Federal Councillor 
Stefan Schennach (SPÖ) also defends the 
Russian presidential election which, ac-
cording to him, had taken place at a “very 
high level”. Schennach himself was com-
missioned by the European Council as an 
election observer in Russia. In an exten-
sive interview with the “Wiener Zeitung” 
of 8 March, he disagreed with the OSCE 
report in no uncertain terms.

[…] “I cannot understand at all the 
judgment of the OSCE. When I heard 
about it, I thought I had been at another 
election. The OSCE would have had to be 
there with thousands of observers in order 
to find out what it has claimed. I myself 
visited two dozen polling stations as a del-

egation member of the European Council. 
Only twice did I award the grade “bad” - 
but not for fraud, but for example because 
a polling station was in a pharmacy and 
you could not really distinguish between 
voters and customers. By the way, the re-
ports of my colleagues were identical.

[…] I for my part got the feeling that 
the text has been written in advance. In 
2008, when I had to observe the elections 
in Georgia for the OSCE, we really did 
find out about outrageous violations - as 
in contrast to this election in Russia. When 
the result was wrong, suddenly addition-
al boxes with ballot papers turned up, a 
hair-raising electoral fraud took place be-
fore our eyes. And we were stunned when 

we saw that the then head of the OSCE 
mission claimed that the election had been 
correct, although he had not received our 
records yet. […]

[…] By the way, we looked out for sus-
picious buses that could transport vot-
ers. The white bus, which we then traced, 
however, turned out to be a bus of an or-
dinary bus line. If one only considers the 
election Sunday, the election was at a re-
ally high level - also technically, with sur-
veillance cameras and electronic ballot 
boxes”.  •
Source: Wiener Zeitung from 08.03.2012

(Translation Current Concerns)

Was the OSCE text written in advance?
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ts. On 4 March Vladimir Putin was elect-
ed new President of the Russian federa-
tion with 63,6 % of votes. His election was 
accompanied by and commentated with 
great hatred in the West. There were nu-
merous attempts to topple Russia into tur-
bulences modeled on the colour revolu-
tions instigated by US agent Gene Sharp 
– Serbia, Ukraine and other attempts that 
are well-known.

The Russian voting result is clear and 
irrevocable. It is time for the West to face 
reality and stop the insinuations against 
Putin. Time as well to grapple seriously 
with the contents of his policy, the poli-
cy of the largest country on our plan-
et. In the West one has looked for this in 
vain before the elections: a differentiat-
ed matter-of fact  representation of the 
candidate’s positions. This is an annoy-
ance, the citizen of the West sees himself 
ever more frequently confronted with in 
his own election affairs, as the think tanks 
with their spin doctors and propaganda 
tricks of neurolinguistic programming ad-
vise the electoral candidates to do without 
contents but merely transport a mood. Ac-
cordingly, the ballots in the western coun-
tries have become devoid of content in-
deed no glorious chapter for the countries 
which once invented  democracy. 

In order to inform readers of “Current 
Concerns”, which positions, the great 
eastern country will take in the future, we 
are below reprinting an article of the ed-
itor-in-chief of the magazine “Russia in 
Global Affairs” Fyodor Lukyanov. Luky-
anow is to be credited with having ana-
lyzed several articles of Vladimir Putin in 
the newspaper “Moskowskije Nowosti”, 
in particular the last one before his elec-
tion. What is presented there to the reader 
is a differentiated view into today’s world, 
which no longer is the unipolar world of 
1991 to 2006 as many western contempo-
raries are fooling themselves into believ-
ing. It’s a world of different poles with a 
group of states, which do no longer want 
to listen to the fairytale of western values, 
especially western interests as brilliantly 
shown by Kishore Mahbubani, the diplo-
mat from Singapore. After all he has been 
recognized as one of the 100 most influ-
ential philosophers of our time in the US 
media. 

Isn’t it a shame for us, the western peo-
ple, if we are told by the Russian Presi-
dent Putin, a representative of the BRICS 
states, that the result of the Westphalian 
Peace of 1648, i.e. the inviolability of na-
tional sovereignty, is the basis of a peace-

ful and civilized social coexistence today 
and in the future. The western war alli-
ance’s approach to the so-called “respon-
sibility to protect”, which is questionable 
in terms of international law, and aims at 
establishing a new right to intervene, dis-
regarding Art. 51 of the UN Charter, is 
obviously no longer accepted by the newly 
rising great powers. In this sense China 
and Putin’s Russia have staked a claim 
advocated to uphold the Westphalia prin-
ciples with their veto to Syria, principles, 
which brought the long desired peace to 
the European peoples after the sorrow-
ful experiences of the devastating Thirty 
Years War. 

In case the people of Europe have 
forgotten their history and the lessons 
learned from it, the representative of a 
country that takes a bridge position be-
tween Europe and Asia and therefore has 
an important role to play for the peace-
ful co-existence of the Eurasian people, 
is all the more welcome to remind us of 
that history. Coming up to Russia may not 
suit the ideas of geostrategists like Zbig-
niew Brzezinski who see their hegemo-
ny endangered by a European-Russian 
friendship – but it sure is a beginning for 
a more peaceful world. And this begins 
with openly listening to each other and, 
first of all, taking note of the other one’s 
position in peace.

According to Putin, the world is unpre-
dictable and fraught with many threats – 
from increasing, impatient aggression and 
the erosion of international law, to “ille-
gal instruments of soft power” (a new con-
cept) that has been introduced from the 
outside but eats away from within.

The spirit of the article is wary and de-
fensive – Russia must be ready to coun-
ter numerous challenges and threats. This 
makes its message different from the main 
thrust of Putin’s speech in Munich five 
years ago, which had an offensive, and 
many believe, even an aggressive flavor. 
Today, this offensive spirit has given way 
to alarm and concern.

How should Russia behave in this 
world? 

Above all, Russia should stop looking 
back at the events of 20 years ago. In his 
first election article Putin wrote that the 
post-Soviet era is over and its agenda has 
been exhausted. This is important because 
for the entire period leading up to the dis-
integration of the Soviet Union, with the 
numerous consequences that came along 
with it, was as a point of departure for the 

nation and its ruling class, which was un-
able to overcome the psychological trau-
ma of it. In his recent article Putin makes 
almost no mention of the Cold War (ex-
cept for some reproaches for stereotypes 
about Russia), which is unusual and has 
not been done before. Incidentally, this 
departure from the Cold War discourse is 
designed to emphasize that it is wrong to 
attribute problems concerning Russia’s re-
lations with the United States and the West 
in general to the inertia of the confronta-
tion of the 20th century. This is a thing of 
the past, and in many cases the divergence 
of interests is genuine.

Putin’s Russia is disappointed in the 
West, and not so much because the West 
does not respect Russia and is not ready 
to treat it as an equal partner. This has 
been said many times. Worse yet, West-
ern policy is ineffective and short-sight-
ed and fails to produce the desired effect. 
Nothing is going as expected, neither the 
Arab Spring, nor the European debt cri-
sis, nor events in Iran and North Korea. 
Putin still believes that the main politi-
cal impulses come from the West, that the 
West contrives all these plans. But now 
he is more relaxed about all that – they 
won’t achieve anything anyway. Putin 
sees the international picture as an in-
tegral whole, emphasizing that these or 
other actions inevitably produce conse-
quences. This may be a trivial thought, 
but current practice suggests that con-
sequences are the last thing some poli-
ticians think about, if they think about 
them at all. Each action is viewed in iso-
lation, as a thing in itself.

Wladimir Putin writes about the foun-
dations of the world order, repeating his 
usual positions: central to international re-
lations is “the time-honored principle of 
state sovereignty,” while the protection 
of human rights from the outside is “out-
right demagogy.” Putin is convinced that 
nobody has yet invented any fundamental 
idea that can replace the principle of sov-
ereignty. World politics is based on solid 
principles rather than abstract values, the 
application of which is determined arbi-
trarily on a case-by-case basis, proceed-
ing from the current alignment of force.

Putin is convinced Russia must re-
main a global power acting across the 
entire field. This distinguishes his ap-
proach from that which took shape under 
President Medvedev: toward pursuit of 
immediate and geographically close, al-

Western policy is ineffective and short-sighted
The BRICS countries’ co-operation is based on the primacy of strategic  

independence, inviolability of sovereignty and a balance of forces
by Fyodor Lukyanov*
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beit vast, interests. Importantly, activity 
all around the world, that is, a global sta-
tus, is required not for expansion but for 
the maintenance of the status quo. In this 
context Putin sees Russia not just as a 
consistent US opponent, as many believe 
he does, but as a guarantor of a classical 
system of views and relations, that in his 
opinion is shared by the BRICS coun-
tries. This system is based on the prima-
cy of strategic independence, the invio-
lability of sovereignty and a balance of 
forces.

Putin does not doubt that Russia is an 
object of permanent and mostly unfriend-
ly influence – from military challenges 
(such as missile defense, other high tech 
improvement and NATO’s expansion) to 
attempts to impose other forms of social 
arrangement on it by way of media cam-
paigns and “illegal instruments of soft 
power.” The world as a whole is being 
perceived as a highly risky and hostile 
environment. Reliance on force – solid 
force - is the only path to success. As 
Putin sums up, “Russia is only respect-
ed and has its interests considered when 

the country is strong and stands firmly on 
its own feet.”

Putin remains deeply mistrustful of 
the United States. He developed this mis-
trust during his first two presidential terms 
while dealing with his then counterpart 
George W. Bush. Putin reveals this atti-
tude constantly in his public statements. 
A pause of three and a half years, during 
which time Putin abstained from direct in-
volvement in foreign policy, has not di-
minished his grievance of a lack of reci-
procity in the 2000s, and this attitude will 
affect foreign policy.

For all that, Putin views Russia as an 
open country that is ready for economic 
cooperation with all countries; as a coun-
try that is not seeking isolation and is not 
trying to build even a semblance of autar-
ky in the economy. Especially revealing 
in this context is his admission that the 
purchase of military hardware abroad is 
a normal practice (on a reasonable scale), 
and his explanation of the benefits that 
Russia’s unpopular WTO membership 
will bring to the country. In general, Putin 
is interested in big business and its promo-
tion, strategic alliances of large companies 
and major deals as an instrument of politi-
cal rapprochement.

Finally, Russia has become much more 
attentive to China and the rest of Asia, par-
ticularly in the context of developing Si-
beria and the Far East. A common view 
on the problems of the current world order 
that has long been acknowledged is now 
being supplemented by the desire “to 
catch the Chinese wind in the sails of our 
economy.” Putin has emphasized the se-
riousness of Russia’s attitude toward its 
Eastern neighbor by mentioning in pass-
ing its intention to monitor immigration 
from China. This reservation shows that 
China occupies an important place on 
Russia’s agenda.

Recent developments have shown 
that serious strategic planning is virtual-
ly pointless in the current unpredictable 
world. It appears that Russia’s usual tac-
tic of responding to continuously chang-
ing foreign impulses is the only rational 
choice, even if it does not fully justify it-
self. It is for this that the number one can-
didate is preparing himself and the coun-
try.  •

* Fyodor Lukyanov is Editor-in-Chief of the Rus-
sia in Global Affairs journal. 

Source: Ria Novosti from 1.3.2012

”Western policy is ineffective …” 
continued from page 2

cc. Imad Fawzi Shueibi is philosopher and 
geopolitician, president of the Data & Stra-
tegic Studies Center in Damascus, Syria. 

He examines the reasons and conse-
quences of Russia’s recent position at the 
UN-Security Council. Moscow’s backing 
of Syria is not a posture but the result of 
an in-depth analysis of the shifting glob-
al balance of power. The current crisis 
will crystallize into a new world config-
uration, which, from the unipolar model 
inherited after the collapse of the USSR, 
will gradually evolve towards a multipo-
lar system, which still has to be clarified. 
This transition requires that the coun-
tries prudently come to an agreement 
and above all stop all war plans and war 
propaganda. After it has come to light in 
the “Herald Tribune” how the Lybia war 
had been forced into action, the western 
countries have every reason to consider 
their own share. The European part of 
NATO has to return to the European prin-
ciples and first of all to analyze the mis-
management in Afghanistan. Russia itself 
is drawing its conclusions.

Vladimir Putin expressed this by send-
ing out a message on January 14, 2012 in 
which he announced that we were witness-
ing the instance of forming a new world 
order unlike the case of unipolarity that 
came in the aftermath of the Fall of the 
Soviet Union. This means that Moscow is 
going until the end in thwarting any at-
tempt to exceed it up to confrontation. The 
declaration of the Russian Foreign Min-
istry that the West would be committing 
a grave error if it ever thought of attack-
ing Iran – and following this declaration 
by another one for Putin in which he says 
that should the West attempts at perform-
ing a unilateral action in the international 
arena, Moscow will not stay still; rather, it 
will respond strongly – was no more than 
an ultimatum that Moscow is not going to 
hold any bargains similar to those known 
over the Iraqi case or even over the Rus-
sian perplexity vis-à-vis Libya, and that 
everything today moves towards shap-
ing a new world order that accompanied 
the American strategic withdrawal from 
Iraq when the American President Barack 

Obama announced the draw down of the 
U.S. forces from 750.000 to 490.000 and 
the reduction of the defense budget by $ 
450 billion.

The abovementioned reflects the inabil-
ity of launching two military operations at 
a time and starting to confront China in 
South-east Asia and working on arming it 
(South-east Asia). Beijing responded on 
Jan. 7, 2012 by stating that ”it is no long-
er in the hands of Washington to prevent 
the Chinese Sun from rising”. This means 
that Washington is recommitting the folly 
of confronting China having lost the battle 
with Moscow in numerous places, wheth-
er in the gas game in Turkmenistan and 
Iran or in the Eastern Coast of the Medi-
terranean whereby, Washington withdrew 
with merely announcing its aforemen-
tioned strategy that commits to the stabili-
ty and security of the Middle East by say-
ing that it will remain wakeful.

As regards his strategy, which is more 
than election intentions, Putin wrote the 

Moscow and the formation of the New World System
by Imad Fawzi Shueibi 
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following: “the world is on the verge of 
entering the phase of turmoil that is going 
to be long and painful”. Therefore, he, de-
cisively affirms that Russia is not going to 
chase illusions of the system of the unip-
ower that is collapsing and could not es-
tablish the world stability at a time when 
other centres of influence are not yet ready 
to take this lead. In other words, we are 
facing a long period of confrontation with 
the system of the unipolarity until the in-
fluential powers crystallize, and the New 
World Order, in return.

Americans usually withdraw when their 
success prospects are not swift nor cer-
tain. They know quite well how much their 
economy is deterioration and how uninflu-
ential their military power is getting, espe-
cially after losing their military prestige due 
to using this military power. It is true that 
Putin realizes that time is not going back-
wards, however, he calls the Permanent 
Member States in the UN Security Council 
and the G8 and G20 to stop the possibility 
of the rise of the social and ethnic tension 
rates, and the emergence of destructive pow-
ers that declares itself with hostility but will 
pose a threat on the world’s security. This is 
a clear indication to the refusal of the pres-
ence of religious trends in the decision mak-
ing positions and armed groups that do not 
adhere to the system of the state. Those are 
the groups that Putin clearly points to as al-
lies of the states that are having a go in ex-
porting “democracy” militarily and obliga-
torily. This means that Moscow will not save 
any effort in confronting such political trends 
and armed groups where Russia seems to be 
an essential part in the war against them. The 
Russian President ends by stating that vio-
lation of the International Law is no longer 
justifiable even if there were good intentions 
behind. This means that the Russians are not 
going to accept any attempt on the part of 
France, Britain and the U.S. that aims at sub-
stituting the principle of sovereignty with the 
principle of Humanitarian Intervention.

In fact, the U.S. cannot withdraw com-
pletely from the Middle East. It is only 
clearing the area for “a by proxy war”. 
This comes at a time when Putin admits 
that the participating (emerging) powers 
are not ready yet to take its position in the 
New World that is not going to be a un-
ipolar one. Those emerging powers are 
China, India, and the Shanghai Organi-
sation for Cooperation States in general. 
This entails the following:
1. Today’s world is going to be more non-

polar than used to be during 2006-
2011.

2. Conflicts will be characterized by being 
global, but there will be an escala-
tive language that reaches the edge of 
the abyss and warns of that the whole 
world will be at the risk of slipping.

3. The rule that says that the super “pow-
ers do not die in bed” is a rule that re-
calls caution due to the risks of fleeing 
forward especially when a super power 
finds itself outside the Major System that 
it used to be within since the World War 
II which will make options oscillate be-
tween having a war and rising tension 
in the influence areas of the others. As 
long as war between super powers is dif-
ficult if not impossible due to nuclear ar-
mament, rising tension or launching by-
proxy wars soon becomes alternatives 
for the conflicts of international (self) 
fortification. Also, there are the options 
of satisfactory redistribution of zones 
of influence according to a new Yalta.1 
This is out of calculations now even if 
it is not final because (the option Nil Ø) 
does not, by any means, part of the po-
litical action. There is a rule that says 
that the defeat of Super Powers is pos-
sible, but breaking it is not preferable. 
Rather, saving its face is the best way 
towards cohabitation between the previ-
ous Super Powers and the present ones. 
This was actually the case with France 
and Britain in the Post WWII era.

4. The gravest concern vis-à-vis the conti-
nuity of the status-quo that exceeds the 
ferocity of the Cold War, but diverges 

from it in the tools used for a long time 
until the emerging Shanghai states get 
ready to assume their positions. This 
means that the conflict zones will be 
subject to a long-term attrition (Korea 
-Iran-Syria) which means in the lan-
guage of contemporary politics “open-
ness” on the (domino effect – atypical 
movement – black swan); i.e., opening 
on the unprecedented and the uncalcu-
lated, and shifting from limited strug-
gles to qualitative ones that could be a 
kind of (Major Gambling) in the zones 
of attrition.

 It is certain that the countries involved 
in the struggle will be parties to the ap-
portionment, and that the international 
apportionment will not necessarily take 
place at their expense since they are part 
of the struggle. All other countries will 
be on the margin of struggle or will be 
tools to the struggle where the interna-
tional apportionment will be at their ex-
pense. According to the rules of the In-
ternational struggle, the rule that says 
that engagement is part of the apportion-
ment is a sound one – up till now – pro-
vided that such countries do not lose the 
initiative nor their free will and action, 
and that they should follow the princi-
ple of (steadiness of the will) which is a 
principle rule in crises management.

5. The reality is that crisis management 
will be the rule according to which the 
coming phase, which might last for 
years will work. However, the risks lie 
in shifting towards managing crises 
with crises, which means a shift in the 
Eastern Mediterranean and South-East 
Asia towards regions of chronic crises.

1  In January 1945, at the Yalta Conference, 
named after the coastal town on the then-Sovi-
et Crimean peninsula, the Great Three, British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Soviet Gen-
eral Secretary Joseph Stalin and American Pres-
ident Roosvelt, decided to divide Europe into 
corresponding spheres of influence and to divide 
the German Reich for the time following World 
War II. This order prevailed until the end of the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

Source: Voltairenet, 11.2.2012

US Senior military official admits: Massive US -bombardment of Lybia

‘‘We’ve been sucked into this open-end-
ed arrangement before and we’re not 
going there again,’’ a senior military of-
ficial said, speaking of Libya, which re-
quired extensive American air power 
– as well as hundreds of cruise missiles 
fired from American ships and subma-
rines – to take out Libya’s air defenses so 
that European warplanes could operate 
freely in the skies. Even then, the Unit-
ed States continued to supply ammuni-
tion, refueling planes and to fly combat 
missions.

Defense and intelligence officials say 
that Syria’s integrated air defenses – a 

combination of thousands of surface-to-
air missiles, radars and anti-aircraft guns 
– are not only more advanced than those 
in Libya, but they are arrayed in densely-
populated areas on the country’s west-
ern border, meaning that even with pre-
cision bombing, civilians nearby would 
be likely to die. ‘‘There would be some 
severe collateral damage going after 
those areas,’’ Mr Panetta said last week.

As in Libya, the early stages of an 
air campaign would be almost entirely 
American because of the United States’ 
arsenal and electronic warfare capabili-
ties and would probably take, General 

Dempsey said, ‘‘an extended period of 
time and a great number of aircraft.’’

Once the United States had air domi-
nance, it would be possible to create ei-
ther safe havens or a ‘‘humanitarian cor-
ridor’’ – a secure exit route for refugees 
to, say, Turkey – but military officials say 
the corridor and safe havens would be 
vulnerable to attack by what American 
intelligence officials say is a formidable, 
330,000-troop strong Syrian Army.

Source: “International Herald Tribune”,  
from 12.3.2012

continued on page 4
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Despite great concerns of the parliamen-
tary opposition, the ministry’s adminis-
tration, school principals and teachers’ 
associations, the Baden-Wuerttemberg 
employers’ associations, the Association 
of Cities and others the green-red govern-
ment of Baden-Wuerttemberg wants the 
parliament decide on a draft amendment 
to the education law in April 2012, with 
the help of which the new type of school, 
called “Gemeinschaftsschule” should be 
introduced, not as a school experiment 
but as a regular school.

km. From the beginning of the school year 
2012/2013, the first 34 schools in Baden-
Wuerttemberg (called “starter schools” 
by the ministry of education) will oper-
ate as so-called “Gemeinschaftsschulen”. 
The 34 schools are mainly former second-
ary schools which were part of the tri-par-
tite secondary school system in Baden-
Wuerttemberg. “Gemeinschaftsschulen” 
are authorized by the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Cultural Affairs, Youth and Sports 
of Baden-Wuerttemberg at request of the 
local education authorities, i.e. the mu-
nicipalities. “Gemeinschaftsschulen” are 
schools that combine existing secondary 
schools and junior high schools in one sin-
gle type of school. Previously special needs 
students are also to be taught together with 
other students of different ability groups 
in this new type of school and it may also 
include a grammar school aiming at the 
“Abitur” (A-levels, baccalaureate). What 
is even more important than combining 
various types of schools, however, is that 
these new schools will radically differ in 
their “pedagogical approach” from the pre-
vious teaching at schools with differentiat-
ed levels.

Baden-Wuerttemberg’s Minister of Edu-
cation, Gabriele Warminski-Leitheusser, is 
indeed a member of the SPD and comes 
from North Rhine-Westphalia; however, 
she does nothing else but implementing 
one of the main projects of the Greens and 
the Green prime minister of Baden-Wuert-
temberg, Winfried Kretschmann. What is 
now to be established by law as a regular 
school, the “Gemeinschaftsschulen”, was 
the educational main concern in the elec-
tion manifesto of the Green Party for the 
parliamentary elections in March 2011, and 
today’s justifications for the new school can 
be found almost verbatim in this manifesto.

Any kind of legally binding secondary 
structure is called into question

The “Gemeinschaftsschule” does not only 
intend to replace the structured school 
system, but challenges any kind of legal-

ly binding and systematic structure. From 
its ideological background the “Gemein-
schaftsschule” is most of all a descendant 
of the destructive anti-authoritarian edu-
cation and anti-pedagogy; from the mate-
rial point of view, it is also a huge business 
for companies such as Bertelsmann, with 
their good contacts to decision-makers in 
educational politics, eager to sell their ex-
pensive teaching material for the future 
entirely individualized, atomized ‘les-
sons’. But Bertelsmann is not just about 
business.

The results of educational research on 
the outstanding importance of the teach-
er and his teaching methods for the stu-
dents’s successful learning process, the 
importance of the class community for 
the acquisition of social skills, the train-
ing of community spirit and the fatal ef-
fects of the lack of clear structures, partic-
ularly for academically weak students, are 
ignored. However, they have all been con-
cisely, decidedly and well-documented be 
in a new book (Michael Felten: “Schluss 
mit dem Bildungsgerede. Eine Anstiftung 
zum pädagogischen Eigensinn” [Stop 
chattering on education. An instigation to 
educational obstinacy], 2012, ISBN 978-
3-579-06670-7).

What is praised as “school from below” 
by the green-red state government is in re-
ality an attempt to give priority to com-
munities and schools, particularly school 
principals with a penchant for ideological 
experiments with children and adolescents 
– by means of provision of substantial fi-
nancial resources and the use of political 
power - priority over those schools that 
have so far done a good job, but will now 
be discriminated.

Moreover, small communities whose 
schools are under the threat of being 
closed down, are lured into believing their 
schools could be saved if they transform 
it into a “Gemeinschaftsschule” – even 
though the protagonists of the “Gemein-
schaftsschule” do not care at all about res-
cuing schools close to residential areas.

Numerous principals know about that. 
Principals who have expressed their crit-
icism – for example 60 principals from 
Baden-Wuerttemberg in an advertise-
ment in a Baden-Wuerttemberg newspa-
per prior to the parliamentary elections in 
2011 – were reprimanded in August 2011, 
after the parliamentary elections and short-
ly before the implementation phase of the 
“Gemeinschaftsschule” project by the new 
minister; actually, they were more or less 
instructed not to comment publicly on the 
project any longer. Anyway, the red-green 
government, which praises itself for being 

citizen-centered and open for talks, hardly 
gets into substantive discussions, let alone 
with experts. Thus, the responsible minis-
try administration, from which many criti-
cal voices could be heard, was simply un-
dermined by the establishment of a staff 
position, whose head is a leftist teachers’ 
union official.

Trotskyists and Maoists at work?
The red-green government’s plans of lever-
ing out the differentiated school system has 
already become obvious on the front page 
of the draft “Law to Amend the Education 
Act and other laws” of 13 December 2011, 
since it states that the “separate classes for 
students in structured education [...] are to 
be overcome”. [Emphasis added]

The “Gemeinschaftsschule” is designat-
ed “efficient”, “socially fair” and “particu-
larly dedicated to democratic values”. All 
this is not correct. The “Gemeinschaftss-
chule” contradicts the principles of school-
ing in a free and democratic state based on 
the rule of law and is neither efficient nor 
socially fair.

The educational concept of the “Ge-
meinschaftsschule” is referred to in the 
preamble to the bill:

“The previous school classes arranged 
according to grades will be replaced by 
groups of students. [...] Self-learning and 
collaborative forms of learning will play 
a central role. They are [...] characteris-
tic feature of the learning processes in 
the “Gemeinschaftsschule”. Teachers see 
themselves as facilitators. [...] In the “Ge-
meinschaftsschule” there is no promotion/
non-promotion of students from one grade 
to the next and no repetition of classes in 
the traditional sense.”

This is nothing but a hackneyed idea 
of an unrealistic ideology (aiming at what 
political goal today?), which has long 
been overcome in serious educational the-
ory. In the “Gemeinschaftsschule”, how-
ever, class communities, lessons guided 
by the teacher will no longer exist. Teach-
ers will be impelled to neglect their ed-
ucational responsibility, students will be 
left alone with their expensive study ma-
terial and be virtually abandoned, remedi-
ation by repeating classes will no longer 
be possible.

Until today, the tri-partite school sys-
tem of Baden-Wuerttemberg ranked 
among the best in Germany in every re-
spect, including social justice and integra-
tion – unlike, for example, the school sys-
tem in North Rhine-Westphalia. Making 
just this state with its “Gesamtschulen” 

Against all expertise
Green-red government of Baden-Wuerttemberg wants to introduce “Gemein-
schaftsschule” (comprehensive school) as regular school by law amendment

continued on page 6
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the model for Baden-Wuerttemberg seems 
to be just an intermediate step.

Apart from political moderation and 
readiness for compromise, which are so 
typical for this German state’s political 
elite, there have been many substantial and 
critical comments on the educational poli-
cy of the red-green government in Baden-
Wuerttemberg in the past few weeks and 
months. In the following we document 
them in some extracts.  •

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Against all expertise” 
continued from page 5

Towards the end of a lecture in mid-Feb-
ruary in Berlin, German constitutional 
law expert Karl Albrecht Schachtschnei-
der said that since the beginning of the 
European debt crisis governments in the 
euro-zone countries have changed over to 
openly breaking the law. He also said that 
the leaders of EU countries, notably Ger-
many, have in fact proclaimed a state of 
emergency, i.e. the governments’ annul-
ment of law. They weren’t as frank as say-
ing ‘arbitrary rule is now going to prevail’. 
It has been sufficient to use the German 
taboo word ‘without any alternative’ in 
order to justify the repeated infringement 
of the law, which means nothing but the 
open proclamation of the end of democrat-
ic politics, as well as the special German 
practice of an adherence to a fatal reason 
of state, something that is undemocratic 
and violating international law. This rea-
son of state repeatedly led to new wars – 
unless it will be corrected.

In the EU governments alchemists are 
at work. They pretend to be capable of 
creating valuable money out of nothing 
and in an unprecedented manner they 
conceal the fact that the bill will be pre-
sented to us and that we cannot talk that 
fact out of existence. In the end, the citi-
zens will have the “Jackass”. Those peo-
ple pretend – as a small minority – to be 
able to still (or again) set the tone in the 
world. Some of them pretend they could 

wage further wars endlessly without vio-
lating the human conscience.

How long can this go on, if the gov-
ernment keeps breaking the law? If gov-
ernments no longer respect the foun-
dations of a liberal and democratic 
constitutional state? If international law 
and the constitution of the country no 
longer form the basis for the state’s ex-
ercise of power?

Will all means be allowed now, 
e.g. fraud in addition to violence  
and robbery?

If we look back on the past 20 years, 
we, the citizens, have been constantly lied 
to. Anyone who begins to investigate inde-
pendently often ends up thinking It’s not 
true what our politicians say, it is not cor-
rect what we read in our newspapers, hear 
on the radio, see on the screen, read in our 
books and what we are told at school or 
university.

In particular, those countries that do 
not want to submit are flooded by lies. 
As a thinking person you need to handle 
with rubber gloves what has been report-
ed, printed and broadcast for weeks and 
months on Syria, Iran, on Russia, on ... 
Too often it was found that we were again 
told only half the story, and that the whole 
thing had not been true and the that most 
important facts were only to be found in 
subordinate clauses.

Are we going to accept that?

A little book titled “Empört euch!” (Be 
outraged!) sold a million times last year. 
There would be a lot to say about the book 
itself. Not only good things. But that is 
not all that important. What is more im-
portant, is that the booklet sold so many 
times and so many read it, that millions of 
people in Europe know very well now that 
they are constantly being lied to, so now 
they are yearning for justice; they know 
that they don’t want any more wars, that 
they would prefer to hear the truth, the en-
tire truth.

People can only live together perma-
nently if they trust each other. Not blindly, 
but with good reason. Ethics and decen-
cy are no relics, but principles of surviv-
al. The media have a duty to search for 
the truth and stick to it to the best of their 
knowledge and belief. State power that is 
not based on truth is tyranny. Alchemists 
with state authority are dangerous charla-
tans. They have to come to their senses, 
and the people should impel them to say 
the truth.

Actually, nothing is lacking. The in-
ternational community and all European 
states have established legal bases, mag-
nificent legal frameworks that we only 
have to understand and abide by. The phi-
losophers of the Enlightenment had to 
argue philosophically. Today a glance at 
the law code would be sufficient in most 
cases.  •

Alchemists with state authority
Political leaders of EU member states proclaim the state’s annulment of law

by Karl Mueller

I have been an interested reader of your 
newspaper for a few years. I particularly 
enjoyed your recent edition (no 12/2012), 
which I found in my letter box yesterday. 
The main issue of nuclear phase-out was 
just great.

Especially the article about Saxony’s 
schools inspired me, even though I am a 
Brandenburg incomer  now ...  But most of 
all I am (and was) a teacher and “trained 
GDR citizen”.

The sentence: “The chance was wast-
ed to take the best of both systems and to 
unite it” hits the nail on the head! That is 
impressively demonstrated by the article. 
My former field of teaching, the polytech-
nical training and education, almost col-
lapsed in 1990. In recent years it is em-
phasized by many that the students should 
be brought closer to the companies to be-

come familiar with the pre-vocational 
knowledge and know-how. How amazing! 
One is allowed to ask: Wasn’t there some-
thing like this before?

The great merit of many “Eastern 
teachers” after the transition is also right-
ly praised and stressed.

By the way, the phenomenon of „im-
position“ by the West has not only taken 
place in the education system! Look at the 
healthcare sector: The former polyclinics 
in the GDR have been reinvented in the 
last years – today called “Ärztehäuser” 
(medical centres).

Dr Rainer Ortner, Strausberg,  
Germany

(Translation Current Concerns)

Reconsidering polytechnic secondary school?
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For ideological reasons: “Community School” 

“The new government announced the 
introduction of the so-called Com-
munity Schools for ideological rea-
sons. From the CDU faction’s point 
of view the successful differentiated 
school system in Baden- Wuertem-
berg is carelessly sacrificed. Complete-
ly incomprehensible is that the con-
ditions of the so-called Community 
School have not been clarified conclu-

sively until today. The Ministry of Ed-
ucation will start a model project be-
fore the Education Act (expected in 
April 2012) is amended correspond-
ingly. Such a hasty introduction of the 
so-called Community School without 
any legal basis is irresponsible in our 
opinion since parents, teachers and 
students do not know the conditions 
which they must submit to. It’s a mys-

tery tour. This way you cannot draft a 
responsible educational policy for our 
country.“

Press release of the education spokes-
person of the CDU parliamenta-

ry group, Georg Wacker, MP from 
9.12.2011

 State Government promotes Community Schools  
without any proof that it is the better type of school

“The ’Verband Bildung und Erzie-
hung’ (Association for Education), 
VBE Baden-Wuerttemberg sees the 
new Community Schools of the coun-
try’s new government clearly put on 
the ‘pole position’ whereas all other 
types of schools disadvantaged. 
‘One-sidedly preferring Community 
Schools means devaluating the work 
of all the other types of schools’, VBE 
chairman Gerhard Brand said. 
The Community Schools have not even 
been established in the school law yet, 
however this new type of school is al-
ready sold as a successful model, at 
well-attended events across the coun-
try by Norbert Zeller, director of the 
administrative department ‘Commu-
nity Schools, School Models, Inclusion’ 
at the Ministry of Education [...]. 

In case the new Community School 
is introduced, the VBE fears a severe 
loss of professionalism and connect-
ed with that a descent of the entire 
performance level, especially since the 
education plan which shall serve – at 
least at the moment – as a guideline 
for Secondary School, would clearly 
undertax students with high school 
orientation in the new highly praised 
heterogeneous learning groups with-
out classes, and hopelessly overtax the 
previously secondary school students. 
[…]

Investments in a new school model 
are worthwhile for teachers in case 
they are spurred on by a contagious 
spirit of optimism and are enthusiastic 
about the matter. There are still too 
many scientifically unproven uncer-
tainties, too little sense of reality and 

too many visions about the Communi-
ty School. Former Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt (SPD) advised as early as then 
that a person who had visions, should 
rather go to see a doctor. ‘Today’s 
school life looks completely differ-
ent from what the green-red visionar-
ies want it to look‘, Brand summarized 
the confusion about the current edu-
cation policy.“ 

VBE press release from 16.11.2011. The 
VBE (Association for Education) is the 

teacher organisation of the teachers at el-
ementary- primary- and secondary, spe-
cial- and comprehensive schools within 

the German Beamtenbund. Nationwide, 
about 140,000 teachers are organized 

 in this association.  

Community schools prefer self-orientated learning without reason

With regard to the benefits of Com-
munity Schools the different meth-
ods of learning in this type of school 
are constantly proclaimed. This is 
done with a certain pride based on 
the fact that direct instruction is less 
practiced. The Verband Bildung und 
Erziehung (VBE) Baden-Wuerttem-
berg opposes the principal devalua-
tion of direct instruction at schools.

The professional approach to in-
dividual learning, with free-choice 
learning, group teaching, learning 
counters, team-work, learning circles 
and weekly schedule is one of the 
standard repertoire of state-trained 
teachers. Nevertheless, well-prepared 
and interesting direct instruction is 
not less promising for the advance-
ment of the students than a teaching 

that relies entirely on individualized 
learning or one-sidedly on teamwork 
at the group table, where all students 
are always “occupied”, but – at the 
end of the lesson – they aren’t sure, 
why they actually did these things. 
And those students are usually the 
ones, who need special help.“

VBE press release from 29.1.2012

Community schoolcopies North Rhine-Westphalian schools
“The parallels with North Rhine-West-
phalia are clear. So clear, that a glance 
over the fence is worth-while. Since the 
change of government in Dusseldorf 
in July 2010 from Juergen Ruettgers to 

Hannelore Kraft with the Green edu-
cation minister Sylvia Löhrmann exact-
ly the same model prevails there as the 
one that the new Baden-Wuerttemberg 
state government wants to introduce.” 

From a press release of the VBE  
(“Where milk and honey flow”),  

undated 

“’Philologenverband’ (Philologists´ Association)  
rejects the introduction of Community Schools”

“The Philologists´ Association re-
jects the introduction of Community 
Schools. All domestic school perfor-
mance studies confirm that the more 
differentiated a school system is and 
the less comprehensive schools there 

are in a federal state, the better the 
federal state performs. An articulat-
ed structure of the educational sys-
tem is beneficial for all students, es-
pecially children from socially weaker 
strata and with an immigrant back-

ground. ‘The designated prime min-
ister is deluding himself, when he al-
leges that under-achieving students 
as well as high-achieving students 
benefit from an extended learning in 
one class, for which there is not a sin-
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gle scientific evidence’, says Bernd 
Saur, chairman of the Philologists´ 
Association Baden-Wurttemberg 
(PhV BW). The intended one-sided 
promotion of community schools 

at the expense of all other types of 
schools is not acceptable.

Press release of the Teachers’ Asso-
ciation Baden-Wurttemberg from 

29.1.2012. The German Philologist As-
sociation (DPhV) is a coalition of union 

teachers in schools and other educa-
tional institutions that prepare for 
A-levels (Abitur). The DPhV assem-

bles some 90 000 teachers in both the 
“Beamten”-status as well as the  

employee status. 

The best pedagogical concepts are decisive

“The development of the education 
landscape in Baden-Wuerttemberg 
is a location issue of first rank for the 
economy. The education and univer-
sity preparedness of school gradu-
ates is an essential requirement to 
ensure the provision of qualified 
employees for companies in Baden-
Wuerttemberg. For years already, 

the employers have declared that 
for them the school structure has 
secondary importance. Decisive are 
the best educational concepts, com-
petence orientation and the apt 
teaching contents as well as the con-
vincing quality management and a 
sensible use of scarce time and fi-
nancial resources. This is true also 

for the community school which is to 
be established by the new national 
government. “

State Association of Baden-Württem-
berg Employers’ Associations: Position 

Paper of the employers in Baden-Würt-
temberg to the “community school” 

from 13.12.2011

Why not launching a reliable school pilot project first?

“The goal of highest priority in 
terms of educational policy of re-
gional politics must therefore be the 
medium and long term creation of 
reliable and intelligible school struc-
tures. What ideas of such a school 
development in perspective the 
state nourishes and what structural 
effects the state accordingly expects 
in the long term with the introduc-
tion of the Community School, does 
neither result from the concept nor 
from other official statements of 
the state. As the Community School 
makes an impact on schools of all 
different types and as its introduc-
tion therefore has outstanding im-
portance for the entire school sys-
tem of Baden-Wuerttemberg, this 
draft, however, has to be based on a 
specific and comprehensible educa-
tional prospective of the state.

Rather than pointing out such 
a perspective “freedom” and self-
governing of schools aiming at 
an autonomous development are 
conjured. The Association of Cit-
ies of Baden-Wuerttemberg, of 
course welcomes any affirma-
tion to this self-governing. How-
ever, freedom and autonomy are 
not to be confused with arbitrari-
ness. Precisely the respect for local 

self-government requires the com-
munication of the two major ac-
tors in terms of educational poli-
cy such as the state and the local 
communities on joint goals in 
terms of educational policy. Only 
then there will be a guarantee 
that these two actors act in con-
cert not only as to education, but 
also with respect to the purpose. 
Since the state remains silent 
about this, the compass for the 
state’s school policy is currently 
missing. [...]

In the Community School a com-
pletely different way of learning and 
teaching as in other types of schools 
is to be practiced. Class groups are 
replaced by groups of learners het-
erogeneous in performance, while 
teaching, the educational standards 
of several levels of competence are 
to be observed, therefore, you have 
to work in learning teams; moving-
ups and the opposite and repeating 
a year are lost, children with disabil-
ities are widely to be included in the 
start-up phase (inclusion) – to name 
but a few key words.

For such a change, §22 Edu-
cation Act proposes an effective 
start: the implementation of pilot 
projects. Such experiments should 

be enacted “for the development 
and testing of new educational 
and school organizational percep-
tions, particularly new ways of or-
ganizing teaching and education 
and also for the administration of 
the schools, for essential curricula 
modifications, new teaching meth-
ods and teaching materials.” Ex-
actly that is needed for the Com-
munity School. So far there are 
neither plans nor trained teach-
ers nor practical experiences at all 
– and the issues of municipal re-
sources are also not resolved.

Instead of conducting tests, thus 
collecting the necessary experienc-
es and resolving the issues of re-
sources, with this draft an entirely 
new type of school is supposed to 
be immediately established in the 
Education Act. Not even the first 
practice reports from the starting 
schools, which on the other hand 
are to present a role model, are 
awaited.“

Statement of the “Städtetag”  
(Association of Cities and Towns) in 
Baden-Württemberg at the hearing 

about the law-draft concerning the 
Community School from 03.02.2012

“Education depends on continuity, peace, carefulness and foresight“

“Since education depends on con-
tinuity, peace, carefulness and 
foresight, the government is urged 
by the Association for Education 
VBE to procure that no processes 
will be launched which cannot be 
introduced meaningfully and safe-
ly or can be continued reliably and 
implemented permanently. The 
shambles would be immense. Too 
often we headmasters have sup-
ported reforms, caused changes, 
implemented innovations, evaluat-
ed developments and afterwards 

eliminated all of that again. How 
many times have we called for con-
tinuity and for peace in the sys-
tem. It’s not only about the great 
amount of useless work that these 
temporary requirements have pro-
duced, this we bear with humility. 
It’s more about the disappointed 
people who have been left behind. 
The teachers, who have got to 
work and helped shape these pro-
cesses, which they managed to fit 
perfectly for the situation at their 
individual school.

It’s about the parents who have 
believed that new concepts would 
advance their children. It’s about the 
children who became a plaything for 
political field experiments. It’s al-
ways about human beings, and it’s 
about confidence!“ 

From a press release of the VBE “Wo 
Milch und Honig fliessen” (where milk 

and honey flow), undated 

(Translation of all press releases  
by Current Concerns)
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thk. For the sake of preserving her sover-
eignty, a nation state has to maintain the 
sovereignty about her currency, too. The 
Euro and the subsequent subjugation of 
Greece demonstrate only too clearly what 
happens to a country if she cannot deter-
mine her monetary policy on her own any 
longer. Such a country will become com-
pletely dependent, and the big states dic-
tate, what the small ones have to do.

The stability of a currency depends on 
many factors. A currency’s gold coverage 
used to be an important factor, until it 
was abolished for financial-political and 
power-political reasons 40 years ago. 
After this step especially the USA kept ex-
panding their money supply on and on, 
and the state got into ever increasing 
debt. The “rescue packages” of the EU 
and the financial packages of the USA 
represent the peak of these activities for 
the sake of struggling banks. Hundreds 
of billions  have been printed and squan-
dered on ailing banks that way.

Never having joined the Euro zone, 
Switzerland has been able to retain a cer-
tain independence concerning her own 
monetary policy. But with the accession to 
the IMF Switzerland also had to accept a 
sovereignty loss in currency affairs, in par-
ticular the cold coverage had to be given 
up. Obviously, the fact that membership in 
the IMF requires an end of the gold stand-
ard represents a striking intervention in 
the monetary sovereignty of a state.

This loss of sovereignty is what the fed-
eral initiative “Save our Swiss gold” in-
tends to do something about, by demand-
ing a disclosure of the gold reserves, a 
storage of the gold reserves at home in 
order to maintain continuous access to it, 
a ban of further gold sales as well as the 
establishment of gold as a capital reserve 
of the national bank. With it the initiative 
does not injure the regulations of the IMF 
– that we also could debate – but ensures 
continuous capital reserves to the nation-
al bank and to our country. The initiative 
comes exactly at the right time and can 
only be supported.

In a brochure with the title “Save our 
Swiss gold” National Councillor Luzi 
Stamm has gathered the most important ar-
guments for this initiative. In the following 
extracts from this brochure are published.

The “national wealth of gold” was not only 
sold continuously from May 2000, but, be-
sides, both National bank and the Federal 
Council failed to provide information as to 
where the remaining gold actually is. Hav-
ing become suspicious, parliamentarians 
– from left to right – started to ask simple 
questions: Where is the Swiss gold stored? 
Is it partially kept abroad? Is it lent, or could 
it be that it doesn’t even exist any more?

Where are our gold reserves?
Every reply of the Federal Council made 
people more suspicious, because the ques-

tions simply were not answered. Federal 
Councillor Kaspar Villiger’s reply in the 
National Council chamber became fa-
mous, when he answered to the inquiry of 
National Councillor Paul Günter (official 
bulletin, 10.3.2003): “Where these gold 
bars exactly lie at the moment, unfortu-
nately, I cannot tell you because I also do 
not know it, I don’t have to know it and I 
do not want to know it.”

“Save our Swiss gold”
by National Councillor Luzi Stamm

continued on page 10

The state school system in Germany and in Baden-Württemberg 
The Federal Republic of Germany is divid-
ed into 16 federal states (Länder). Each of 
these is responsible for the government of 
its own state. Education, science and re-
search are structured in line with the fed-
eral nature of Germany. As a result, the 
central government is only authorized to 
decide on and implement goals and meas-
ures in conjunction with the federal states, 
which are for the most part responsible for 
the school system and cultural matters.[…]

Because the 16 states are self-governing 
in matters of education, we find regional 
differences in the education system in Ger-
many and consequently different school 
forms in different states, depending on the 
current governing party. The states ruled 
by the Social Democrats tend to have com-
prehensive or mixed ability schools, the 
southern states like Baden-Württemberg 
(or Bavaria) provide different secondary 
school forms for students based on individ-
ual ability. 

This leads me on to a more detailed 
description of the state school system in 
Baden-Württemberg. Here most children 
enter primary school at the age of six (6 

months earlier or later is from 2004 on also 
possible) and pupils of all levels of ability 
remain together as a group through the 
fourth grade (sixth grade in Berlin and 
Brandenburg). Following primary school, 
when most pupils are around 10 years old, 
the school system in Baden-Württemberg 
tracks pupils of differing abilities into dif-
ferent school forms. 

Primary school teachers recommend 
their pupils to a particular school type 
based on criteria such as academic achieve-
ment, potential and personality character-
istics (such as ability to work independently 
and self-confidence). However, parents can 
question the teacher`s recommendation. 

After completing primary school, chil-
dren can enter one of three school forms 
at the lower secondary level (which com-
prises a pyramid of academic achieve-
ment). 
1. The secondary general school (Haupt-

schule), grades 5-9 /10, leads to a 
Hauptschule (secondary) certificate and 
then enrolment in a part-time vocation-
al school combined with apprenticeship 
training until the age of 18. 

2. The secondary intermediate school (Re-
alschule), grades 5-10, leads to a Real-
schule certificate and then to part-time 
vocational schools, higher vocational 
schools or the continuation of study at 
a grammar school. 

3. The grammar school (Gymnasium), 
grades 5-12, leads to A-levels (Abitur) 
and prepares students for university 
study or for a dual academic and voca-
tional credential. 

On the whole, tracking at the secondary 
level is rooted in the following assump-
tions: 
–  people have different capabilities 
– these capabilities can be assessed 
– an appropriately tailored education can 

be provided 
– teachers can instruct groups of pupils 

who are homogeneous in level of ability. 
Although pupils are tracked at an early 
age, there is some flexibility in the system 
that allows for movement between school 
forms. It is possible for students to switch 
to a higher or lower level school form. […]

Source:http://www.ph-ludwigsburg.de/html/9e-
aaax-s-01/seiten/SymposiumBB/Rodgers.pdf
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We are not the only ones who won’t get 
this information: There is a persistent ru-
mour, for example, in Germany,  of 3400 
tonnes of German gold reserves suppos-
edly having been transferred to the  USA 
a long time ago. Since US statistics no 
longer talk about  „gold“, but only „gold 
claims“, this raises questions as to where 
the US gold actually is.

Real gold and mere “gold claims” are 
a vast difference: Gold claims – including 
lent gold – exist only on the paper. Only 
those who own gold really, have security. A 
claim to cash payment can be enforced only 
if the debtor still has the gold physically at 
his hands and is willing and able to return 
it. Not only is the gold lent by the national 
bank currently at an unknown place, it may 
even have disappeared and is perhaps not 
recoverable at all in emergencies. […]

When in 1971 foreign central banks (as 
for example the Bank of England) wanted 
to exchange more and more gold against 
dollar (for the agreed price of 35 US dol-
lars per ounce) with the Americans, presi-
dent Richard Nixon pulled the emergency 
brake on the 15th of August 1971: He for-
bade the exchange of gold against dollar 
to the US Treasury; an act which violat-
ed central international agreements – an 
arbitrary action like in a banana republic.

The birth of a time bomb
This decision of president Nixon in Au-
gust 1971 changed the financial commu-
nity in its foundations, with effects down 
to the present day. It actually meant the 
death blow for the original system of Bret-
ton Woods (with which both institutions 
World Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) had been created).

Finally in 1973 the system of the 
“fixed” exchange rates (Bretton Woods) 
crashed down. There followed the age of 
the “flexible” exchange rates with which 
all currencies sway freely against each 
other. In October 1973 it came to the first 
massive recession of the post-war period.

Above all, however, Nixon’s decision 
was the birth of a time bomb: As long as 
there had been fixed exchange rates, there 
was hardly demand for currency hedging. 
However, for producers of durable goods 
(for example, airplanes, railroad engines 
etc.) all of a sudden the problem of cur-
rency fluctuations emerged from the new 
system of the flexible exchange rates.  
Currency hedgings became inevitably nec-
essary and created a completely new mar-
ket within the financial sector with enor-
mous sources of income.

The human mind has always been in-
ventive. With derivative contracts, swaps, 

”Save our Swiss gold” 
continued from page 9 People’s initiative “Save our Swiss gold”

Until 1971, all major world curren-
cies were firmly tied to gold (Bretton 
Woods agreement), which means to a 
solid, high-value basis. States bound 
to such values would not know worry-
ing indebtedness.

In 1971, when the United States 
could finance the Vietnam War only by 
massive debts, they abruptly lifted the 
gold peg of the dollar. Other curren-
cies followed. With the removal of the 
gold standard many countries began – 
at first reluctantly, then at a more and 
more dangerous pace – to accumulate 
debt, resulting into massive indebted-
ness all too soon.

Exorbitant indebtedness

Today, the indebtedness of many 
countries – especially in EU countries – 
has reached a degree that is no long-
er manageable: even significant annu-
al growth is insufficient for debtors to 
repay their debt service (interest pay-
ments and amortization) – in spite of 
current low interest rates. The debt 
trap has long been sprung.

Euro aggravates risk

The European Monetary Union – cre-
ated by politicians craving for valida-
tion despite all basic economic laws – 
has drastically worsened the situation. 
Far less productive countries – Greece, 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, etc. – suddenly 
received credits on the same favour-
able conditions as the powerful “pro-
ductivity leaders” Germany and Hol-
land. Countries such as Greece fell 
under the delusions of being able to 
afford everything with cheap cred-
it; they increased their bureaucracies 
enormously and created social servic-
es which by far exceeded their finan-
cial capabilities.

Then happened what was bound 
to happen: the lack of restraint was 
followed by collapse. “Rescue pack-
ages” of unimaginable magnitude – 
four-digit billions – were cooked up 
in a great hurry. However, no coun-
try has such “saving money” at their 
disposal. The totals are only “guaran-
teed”: The alleged “emergency fund-
ing” consists of hastily disguised debt 
restructuring. Debtors, even bankrupt 
states, provide “guarantees” for other 
indebted. The debt remains, however 
– the debt hole is growing every day.

Pay debt with debt

Everyone is concerned. For long the 
die has been cast: only by cranking 
the printing presses and by means of 
forced currency devaluation (for the 
same product range the money sup-
ply is massively increased, which inevi-
tably results in inflation as well as cur-

rency devaluation) the collapse of the 
euro is believed to be averted. And 
the same happens in the US with the 
dollar.

Debt removal by inflation: this is 
nothing but the depletion of savings 
of citizens, in plain language, the mid-
dle class. The solid savers should foot 
the bill for the profligate politicians 
responsible for the debt disaster.

Gold indispensable foundation

Switzerland – direct democracy has 
prevented this massive indebtedness 
– is luckily not plugged in the same 
swamp of debt. Their non-member-
ship in the EU, its non-participation 
in the euro, has saved it from the 
mess. But our franc is at risk – not 
least because of the billions of aid 
pledges to the IMF. Mistakes of the 
National Bank could have devastat-
ing consequences if there is no real 
value behind our currency. There-
fore, the order of the day: Since 
euros and dollars are suffering from 
a sort of wasting disease, the franc 
absolutely needs a high-value foun-
dation hedged by sufficient gold.

In these times, only a solid franc 
hedged by gold grants adequate pro-
tection against currency devaluation 
and guarantees a healthy currency. 
Only with an independent National 
Bank or its own currency, independ-
ence and prosperity can be secured. 
The larger the gold reserves, the more 
independent is the National Bank, and 
the less it can be put under pressure 
from the outside. The initiative “Save 
our Swiss gold” strengthens not only 
the independence of the National 
Bank, but the whole of Switzerland.

Therefore: please sign the initiative: 
“Save our Swiss gold”

The brochure on the initiative “Save 
our Swiss gold” and signature sheets 
for the people’s initiative may be or-
dered from:

“Bürgeraktion gesunde Währung” (Cit-
izen action for a healthy currency), c/o 
Schweizerzeit, PO Box 23, 8416 Flaach, 

Tel. +41 52 301 31 00, Fax +41 52 301 31 
03, E-Mail: info@goldinitiative.ch, or 

National Councillor Luzi Stamm,  
Seminarstrasse 34, 5400 Baden, Tel. +41 

56 493 47 07, Fax +41 56 4937855, or 

Lotti Wanner, PO Box 3343, 5001 Aarau 
(office of “Stiftung direkte Demokra-

tie”, (foundation of direct democracy )
which is in the middle of being estab-

lished), Tel. +41 62 822 02 02,  
Fax +41 62 823 92 92,  

E-Mail: kda-lottiwanner@bluewin.ch

(Translation Current Concerns)

continued on page 11
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continued on page 12

options, futures etc. a new, confusing 
branch was created which even many bank 
insiders don’t comprehend any longer. In-
struments with limitless speculation possi-
bilities were created. A worldwide casino 
originated, far more dangerously than the 
“player‘s paradise of Las Vegas”.

Inconceivably high credits  
of the central banks

The results are dramatic: In the past gov-
ernments and the business world had to live 
with the fact that excessive money creation 
(via the subsequent trade balance deficits) 
was punished by the gold drain. Today 
credit – that is money – can easily be creat-
ed  by central banks out of thin air, without 
depositing any gold: Not even paper money 
must be printed; a touch of a computer-but-
ton is enough to let arise book money.

What this means, the astonished pub-
lic has started to realize since beginning 
of the “financial crisis” (from September 
2008). At first  the US central bank “Fed” 
(Federal reserve bank) intervened with in-
conceivable (credit) sums (already in 2008 
well over a trillion dollar started; so more 
than 1000 billion dollars). In April, 2009 
the biggest economic powers of the world 
boasted in London – (G-20 states led by 
the USA), to have decided with the help of 
the IMF the “biggest global programme of 
economic measures of the modern age”.

By abandoning the mandatory gold 
coverage,  limitless power was played 
into the hands of the central banks – or of 
those who are meant to control them, re-
spectively.  Instead of keeping the money 
supply circulating between the commer-
cial banks under control, they more and 
more became their sheet anchor or accom-
plices and arbitrarily made money availa-
ble to them. Market economy and the pos-
sibility to go bankrupt was cancelled. In 
such a system with the central banks as a 
“rescuer in the last instance” discipline is 
neither necessary any more nor is it appre-
ciated any more from by persons responsi-

ble: Those irresponsible debts are always 
recompensated. […]

The reaction of  
the Swiss national bank

In the wake of the international develop-
ment since 2010 the Swiss national bank 
simply abandoned present principles and 
massively increased the money supply.

When asked in 2002: “How is the value 
of our money protected without gold re-
serve?”, the national bank had answered: 
“As long as paper money had to be cov-
ered by gold, gold was its anchor: Because 
the amount of extracted gold rose only 
slowly, there was hardly any risk that sud-
denly too much gold and with it too much 
paper money was in circulation. Today the 
central banks commit themselves to rais-
ing the amount of circulating money only 
very carefully. Thus they can make sure 
that the value of the money is preserved. 
Now this liability of the central banks 
plays the role of the anchor.” (Brochure 
„The national bank and the money“).

Now suddenly it was no more a question 
of “liability” and “very carefully”: In dizzy 
magnitude the national bank purchased for-
eign currencies (for example, German gov-
ernment bonds); in one single month for 
approximately 80 billion Swiss Francs (in 
August, 2011 even for 100 billion Swiss 
Francs once again). Within the shortest time 
the bank quadrupled the currency holdings 
by more than 250 billion Swiss Francs and 
suffered losses of dozens of billion with it 

2010, because the euro and the dollar con-
tinually lost in value. Even if one defends 
the view that the interventions of the nation-
al bank were acceptable or even right: Why 
has it not purchased gold, too, at least par-
tially,  with the huge sums with which it has 
purchased foreign currencies? By doing so 
the bank would have become accordingly 
less dependent on the political development 
in the single Euro-states and the USA.

Controlled from abroad?
An important question is whether the peo-
ple who shape the politics of our nation-
al bank act according to own conviction 
when they make decisions like the gold 
sales, the immense euro-supporting pur-
chases or the grants of credit to the IMF, 
or whether they operate on the basis of 
pressure from abroad.

A lot speaks for the assumption that the 
national bank allows itself to be pressured 
increasingly  by decisions which are made 
abroad. Why had the head of the national 
bank to be, for example, so strongly in fa-
vour of our Swiss parliament granting ad-
ditional billions of credit to the IMF (for 
the “euro-parachute”)? Why have they let 
themselves be moved into buying in gi-
gantic magnitude, for example, German 
government bonds?

And why did they suddenly talk about 
“surplus gold” which could be sold (“SNB 
task force investment policy and distribu-

Text of the Volksinitiative (people’s initiative)
The Constitution of the Confederation 
will be changed as follows:
Art. 99a (new) 
The Gold Reserves of the Swiss Nation-
al Bank

1  The gold reserves of the Swiss 
National Bank are not for sale.

2  The gold reserves of the Swiss 
National Bank have to be stored in 
Switzerland.

3 The Swiss National Bank has to keep 
her assets in gold to an essential 
proportion. The proportion of gold 
must not be less than 20 %.

Art. 197 

Item 9 (new) Provisional Regulations 
for Art. 99a (Gold Reserves of the 
Swiss Natioanl Bank):

1  For the implementation of Art. 2 
there is a transitional period of two 
years after article 99a has been 
adopted by the people and the 
states (cantons).

2 For the implementation of para-
graph 3 there is a transitional period 
of five years after the adoption of 
Art. 99a by the people and the 
states.

Advice of an experienced financier with historical expertise

“But experience has shown that gold is 
the ultimate custodian of value in times 
of collapse, especially stock market 
crashes. Furthermore, gold is a superb 
hedge against constant loss of capital in 
times of currency disorder. We are living 
in an environment of increasing curren-
cy and trade wars - a race to the bottom 
- where every country, even Switzer-
land, wants to lower

the value of its currency in world 
markets. During such times, the best 

protection is gold. In recent years, there 
have been many examples such as the 
collapsing Asian markets or the econ-
omies of Russia, Brazil, Zimbabwe and 
many other countries where currencies 
have come under severe pressure.”

Ferdinand Lips Gold Wars:  
The Battle Against Sound Money as Seen 
From A Swiss Perspective (Foundation for 

the Advancement of Monetary  
Education, 2001), page 253-254  

ISBN 0-9710380-0-7

Venezuela recalls  
gold reserves

In Venezuela the final shipment of 
gold reserves arrived in the coun-
try. In Summer 2011 the govern-
ment of this South American coun-
try had decided to repatriate a big 
part of its gold reserves stored in Eu-
ropean and US-American banks. The 
last shipment of 14 tons has a value 
equivalent to $70 Million (about 53 
Million Euro) 

Source: Lateinamerika Nachrichten, 
March 2012 

”Save our Swiss gold” 
continued from page 10



No 13   26 March 2012 Current Concerns  Page 12

”Save our Swiss gold” 
continued from page 11

At the peak of their career the gentlemen 
Mühlemann, Ospel, Wuffli, Kurer, Grü-
bel and Hummler were respected person-
alities. They wanted to be perceived as fi-
nanciers more than as bankers. But often 
pride comes before a fall. Currently, we 
hardly find an active financier, who would 
have justified this reputation for years.

Messieurs à la Hans Baer, Hans Vonto-
bel, Alfred Sarasin or Niklaus Senn, too,  
deserved the title financier. They ran their 
own businesses with great responsibility 
as well as social engagement. Not specula-
tion, risk and hysteria of growth were the 
focus of their attention, but the customer. 
Their decisions were sustainable. Surely 
they were money-oriented, but their lead-
ership and company culture was neither 
characterized by speculative proprietary 
trading nor globalization.

Today the species “financier” is to 
be found on the list of extinct species – 
their successors mutated to top bankers. 
For some years this new generation of 
top managers may be able to keep going 
in order to say goodbye again by severe 
mistakes and mismanagement soon after-
wards. What is left in each case are their 
high million-salaries, which they desper-
ately defend in public – even in case of 
gross mismanagement, mega-crash, loss 
of millions, fines of millions, or assistance 
in fiscal evasion.

Best showcase of this is Brady Dou-
gan, CEO of Credit Suisse (CS). This 

major bank regularly figures as number 
one in salaries at executive board level. In 
2008, the year of the debacle the CS paid 
these gentlemen an average salary of more 
than 6 million francs – despite of losses 
of billions! Even this year CEO Dougan 
will surely make us believe that his mil-
lion-high compensation was strongly ef-
ficiency-oriented. This is even true when 
the bank – as recently happened in the US 
– has been fined with nearly one billion. 
A steep fine in terms of facilitation of tax 
evasion will soon follow.

The guild of top bankers has recently 
discovered a new toy: With nearly interest-
free money from the National Bank they 
speculate in a casino-like manner with ex-
tremely dangerous structured products and 
their enormous leverage. The consequenc-
es are already visible: in London the UBS 
thus reaped a loss of 2 billions in their de-
partment “Delta One”.

CS-CEO Dougan in turn can be quot-
ed this way: “I want to get rid of the risky 
securities before the entire branch starts 
dumping them into the market.” But in 
the same breath,  in January the big bank 
bought  US junk bonds from the US cen-
tral bank at the opportunity of the liquida-
tion of the AIG Insurance 2008 – for be-
lieve it or not – 13 billion. A manifestation 
of a CEO cannot be more paradoxical.

As a former trader in investment bank-
ing Dougan loves the speculation, pro-
prietary trading, the stock market and the 
music of Wall Street in general. His focus 

is on risk and not on customer needs and 
sustainability. Thus it would not be sur-
prising if, sooner or later, the CS, too, 
would drift into a multi-billion debacle 
with these high-risk casino strategies.

It is therefore only a question of time 
until the present top bankers will have lost 
their reputation. Their image has already 
been chipped away. Countless examples 
reveal that the banking place damages it-
self and its image. Their business models 
are far too strongly concentrated on doing 
dangerous proprietary trading, investment 
banking and first and foremost on growth. 
Although these strategies suffered ship-
wreck with the subprime crisis and blew 
squillions, the Wall Street music contin-
ued playing on jauntily. Why do non-ex-
ecutive directors not correct these ill busi-
ness models? Why are they not refocusing 
on the customer and the sustainability 
back to the center? The simple explana-
tion: million bonuses are only possible in 
investment banking and proprietary trad-
ing titled “Champions League”.

Meanwhile, hopefully, through all 
these incidents some more politicians 
have come to realize that the newly im-
posed capital requirements of de facto 
some few percents (well-understood only 
effective for 2019!) the problem of “too 
big to fail” is not solved at all. A seperate 
banking system, as we have had it for dec-
ades, is and remains indispensable.  •

(Translation Current Concerns)

A seperate banking system  
is and will remain indispensable 

“Banker – an extinct species”
by Thomas Minder, member of the Council of States

tion of profit”) from 1996 onwards? Was 
domestic pressure (among other things 
gold must yield a return, finally) or for-
eign pressure involved? It happened to be 
the time when Switzerland was massively 
put under pressure from the USA, to issue 
billion payments because of alleged trans-
gressions during the Second World War. 
There followed the idea, the national bank 
should sell gold reserves for the “solidar-
ity foundation” in the amount of 7 bil-
lion Swiss Francs (1997). The “Washing-
ton agreement on gold” followed in 1999 
in which the national bank regulated/ar-
ranged the planned sales of gold interna-
tionally, even if there was still no legal 
basis […] at least at that time for sales.

A question of our independence
One should read what the German finan-
cial journalist Bruno Bandulet recorded 

already in 1996 in his publication “The fi-
nancial crisis and the future of the gold” 
(ISBN 3-907983-24-6) in which he de-
scribed with astonishing farsightedness 
that in countries like Greece necessarily 
a debt crisis would be staged.

Bandulet stressed that a respectable, 
healthy currency of one’s own is the basis 
of freedom and continued: “Political self-
determination without sovereignty about 
one’s own currency is inconceivable. If a 
nation loses the sovereignty about its cur-
rency, the enforced conformity with others 
cannot be stopped any more. […] Till this 
day Switzerland has been able to keep out 
of the line of fire. Still she is to be warned 
about premature illusions. The battle 
around the Swiss franc is not decided yet. 
Other attempts to encircle the Swiss franc 
and to soak up lie ahead.”

It may be logical that the powerful few 
in this world have no interest in a small, 
independent Switzerland with a curren-

cy and independent national bank of her 
own. It may also be understandable that 
Brussels wants to eliminate the old Euro-
pean states by means of a single currency 
(the European central bank ECB replac-
es the old national central banks). But 
anybody who wants to preserve Switzer-
land as an independent, well-to-do coun-
try, must fight for a strong national bank 
which is also prepared with high gold re-
serves for times of crisis. Our own cur-
rency with our own national bank, these 
are among the most important conditions 
for the independence of our country. The 
higher our own gold reserves remain in 
the long run, the more likely our inde-
pendent national bank is to prevail.  •
This text is an extract from the brochure “Rettet 
unser Schweizer Gold” (Save our Swiss gold) con-
cerning the People’s initiative.

(Translation Current Concerns)
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continued on page 14

cc. For months we have been hearing the 
daily news on Greece, on “rescue pack-
ages” and involved austerity measures, 
which were said to be inevitable if state 
bankruptcy was to be avoided. Quite 
some commentators, however, frankly 
conceded that the money does not go to 
Greece but to some European and US-
American banks which had intended to 
make big money with ever riskier deals 
during those past years of unrestrained 
speculation. 

However, not only the banks, other 
players profited as well – Greek credits 
went e.g. to European arms companies…  
It has been an open secret that Goldman-
Sachs had been involved when it came to 
manipulating the convergence criteria 
for Greece’s access to the EU. The former 
president of the Greek Central Bank is to-
day’s Prime Minister of the country – by 
the way not elected by the Greek people. 
Nobody will believe that those machina-
tions were performed without his knowl-
edge. Many of the European banks seem 
to have had a hand in the action, either 
directly or via their involvement with 
other banks. This is also true for Gold-
man-Sachs who is said to be part of the 
game with surety bonds worth two trillion 
dollar. Reason enough to avoid Greece’s 
state bankruptcy and turn to the tax-pay-
er instead. 

That is what the nice “European pro-
ject” is all about. The other side of the 
coin, however, is the miserable situation 
of the Greek population. Hardly anybody 
gets to know how the people in Greece 
may cope with the restraints imposed on 
them by the EU. Tax rise, old-age pension 
cuts, special taxes, cuts of social welfare 
programs, wage cuts and dismissal of 
civil servants. In all areas costs have to 
be cut, the EU demands – except weapons 
purchases. Over 70% of the Greek arms 
are purchased in Germany.

Where is the rescue package for the 
Greek population? Are they just being left 
to their fate? Are those the European val-
ues that are conjured up by Merkel & Co 
at all opportunities: “We will not aban-
don the Greek”? Whom do they mean? 
The government, the banks? – the popula-
tion may pay? Where is plan B, which has 
to be applied if the Greek population shall 
go on living a dignified life? Where are 
the funding programs to secure the pro-
vision with sufficient food for the Greek 
population? Why isn’t the money going to 
the industries or other economy branches 
as economic aid and this way helps to re-
duce the massive unemployment to a tol-
erable degree? Why are the people asked 

to pay while the banks go on doing their 
speculative business?

Russia and China offered their help 
to build up infrastructure projects which 
would benefit the economy and this way 
directly the population. Indeed, there 
would be many ways to tackle the crisis 
in a constructive way, if only one wants 
to and if the prevailing system is submit-
ted to a comprehensive reform. 

It is the EU’s and the Greek govern-
ment’s responsibility. It is up to them to 
find – together with the Greek people – a 
dignified solution.

Wouldn’t it be the duty of every Euro-
pean citizen to oblige his or her respec-
tive government to finally take a demo-
cratic course to the resolution of the crisis 
and to hold the Brussels rulers account-
able for the real European values – gen-
uine solidarity, mutual respect, humane 
support, responsibility for the next gen-
eration, peaceful solving of conflicts and 
respect of human dignity?

The below printed report by Massimo 
Agostinis was broadcast by Radio DRS 
on Friday, 16 March. It paints a poign-
ant picture of the situation of the people 
in Greece.

Every fifth Greek has lost his job. Unem-
ployment is rising, economic performance 
collapses. The severe austerity program 
of EU and government has consequences. 
Broad strata of the population are sliding 
into misery. Also the youngest are affect-
ed. For months parents’ associations have 
sounded the alarm because children and 
adolescents come to classes badly or bare-
ly fed. Massimo Agostinis was in Piräus 
and visited a school in the working-class 
district Keratsini:

On the playground there are only a few 
children playing, adolescents are not vis-
ible. The lessons are still fully under way. 
The schoolhouse is situated in the Ger-
azini quarter in the port city Piräus, about 
10 kilometres away from Athens. Many 
workers and small employees live in this 
quarter. The area doesn’t appear degen-
erated, the schoolhouse is clean. But the 
unemployment rate in Gerazini is high, 
more than 20%. In this schoolhouse, says 
teacher Stelios Fokanios, it happens ever 
and again that schoolchildren fall off their 
chairs because from hunger.

“Since three years unemployment has 
been rising steadily, since one year we 
haven’t spoken about unemployment any 
more, this disguises reality. Now pover-
ty prevails. Children come to school who 
haven’t had breakfast nor have they got 
something for lunch with them.” Over 

time Stelios Fokanios has developed an 
eye for those critical cases. “They are pale, 
tired, seldom have break-time sandwiches 
with them. During lessons they lack con-
centration and are erratic. They become 
dizzy and now and then they faint because 
they are too hungry. Then I know that the 
family has no money left.”

The phenomenon of starving pu-
pils has been discussed for months. The 
Greek Ministry of Education has been 
aware of this since last September. But in-
stead of tackling the problem it first sum-
moned the teachers’ and parents’ associ-
ations who had reported the situation to 
the media. “In the ministry they wanted 
to know why we had addressed the pub-
lic. They said our stories were not true. 
But because there were such reports again 
and again the ministry finally admitted the 
problem. For a few days now the Ministry 
of Education has distributed sandwiches 
for break time to eleven schools in Ath-
ens and surroundings, but there are hun-
dreds of schools with the same problem.” 
Teacher associations complain, the action 
of the Ministry of Education was only for 
the cameras because there will be elec-
tions soon.

In Gerzini teachers and parents have or-
ganised help for the weakest. Aglaia Ke-
faloiannis belongs to the volunteers. ”If I 
go to the supermarket, I simply buy a little 
more than before, put aside what we don’t 
need and take the food to school regular-
ly. At school the teachers provide for the 
distribution of the food. The children and 
the teachers bring one, two or three break-
time sandwiches. All is laid on a table. 
During the break all can help themselves 
to a sandwich, pupils and teachers. So it 
is hardly discernible which child is taking 
and which one is bringing.” It is clear that 
ever more are depending on help: “When 
the camgaign started, my three children 
every day took one more sandwich to 
school. Today each of them takes seven 
sandwiches.” The Greek teachers’ associa-
tion estimates that in the socially deprived 
quarters 10% of the pupils are badly nour-
ished or even undernourished and num-
bers are rapidly rising. The help of par-
ents and teachers in Keratsini goes beyond 
the distribution of food.

Stelios Vokanios: “We have organized 
opticians, who make glasses for the pu-
pils for free. We have a network of doc-
tors who examine the children for free. 
For a while we even paid the new special 
tax on the electricity bill for the poorest. 
We don’t do that any more. We simply ad-

Shame on Goldman-Sachs, on Ms Merkel and on the EU
“Students keep falling off their chairs from hunger” –  

disastrous situation in Greece due to severe EU austerity measures
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vise them not to pay, because it is illegal.” 
Aglaia Kefaloiannis says that up to now 
she can afford to support other children 
and pupils. Her husband, a truck driver, 
has still an employment: ”Everything is 
becoming more expensive because of the 
many special taxes. That makes it more 
difficult to help. But as long as we can we 
will go on. We simply must be determined 
and united.”

The crisis is topic in the lessons, too. 
In nearly all classes in Keratsini it is dis-
cussed. In mathematics the pupils cal-

culate the pension- and salary cuts that 
were resolved. In history classes stu-
dents are puzzled why the country could 
fall so deep. In natural history children 
learn which of the wild growing vari-
eties of vegetables and fruits are edi-
ble. The young in the schoolhouse of  
Keratsini know that their future is more 
unsteady than ever.

(Pupil): “Later I want to study what I 
like. But this will not be possible. I will 
have to learn what gives me the possibili-
ty to live. But even here it will be probably 
so that I learn something which doesn’t 
help me. So I will have to adapt myself 
again and again.”... •

Source: radio DRS, Echo der Zeit from 16.3. 2012

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Shame on Goldman Sachs …” 
continued from page 13

To 31 March 2012:  
Food collection for Greece

Long-life foods, such as for example:

•	 Rice, pasta,
•	 Flour, sugar, canned food 
can be delivered to the following  
address on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 5–7 o’clock p.m.: 
Greek Orthodox Church of 
Agios Dimitrios, 
Wasserwerkstr. 92, Zurich

Health effects of the financial crisis: Forerunner of a Greek tragedy
ev. As early as last October, the pres-
tigious medical journal The Lancet 
published the results of a scientific 
study on the financial crisis’ effects 
on health in Greece. The public health 
system in Greece enables the citizens 
indeed to visit, free of charge, a gen-
eral practitioner or the outpatient clin-
ic of a hospital, but lately health care 
has worsened drastically on the sup-
ply side: The budgets of the hospitals 
were reduced by 40%, hospitals were 
understaffed, sometimes there was 
a lack of medical supplies for patient 
care, and long waiting times because 
of staff shortages. Therefore cases of 
bribing the staff to avoid queues be-

came more frequent. From 2007 to 
2009 the suicide rate rose by 17% – in 
Parliament an increase of even 25% 
was mentioned for 2010 – and in 2011 
the health minister reported a 40% in-
crease in the first half of the year.

The incidence of new HIV infections 
increased significantly in late 2010 and 
“the latest data suggest that new in-
fections will rise by 52% in 2011 com-
pared with 2010“, according to the au-
thors of the study. Drug use has also 
increased, “many new HIV infections 
are also linked to an increase in pros-
titution (and associated unsafe sex)“. 
Drinking and driving in a half-drunk 
condition were retrogressive – police 

controls were not covered by budget 
cuts and remained unchanged. “Over-
all, the picture of health in Greece is 
concerning. It reminds us that, in an 
effort to finance debts, ordinary peo-
ple are paying the ultimate price: los-
ing access to care and preventive ser-
vices, facing higher risks of HIV and 
sexually transmitted diseases, and 
in the worst cases losing their lives. 
Greater attention to health and 
health-care access is needed to ensure 
that the Greek crisis does not under-
mine the ultimate source of the coun-
try’s wealth – its people.“

Source: The Lancet, Vol. 378  
from 22.10.2011, p. 1457 – 1458

The Geneva Convention also applies to Greece
ds. If one looks at the economic distor-
tions in Europe and worldwide as war 
– and there is reason for that – name-
ly as economic war – whereas the pro-
ceedings around Greece may well be in-
terpreted as occupation. In this sense, 
for occupied Greece the regulations of 
the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War should be applied. It prohibits the 
“starvation of civilians”(Art. 54)1 and 
obliges the occupying power to relieve 

schemes providing “consignments of 
foodstuffs, medical supplies and cloth-
ing” (Art. 59). Moreover, the protect-
ed persons “are entitled, in all circum-
stances, to respect for their persons, 
their honour, their family rights, their 
religious convictions and practices, and 
their manners and customs” (Art. 27). 
And Art. 77 requires the protection of 
children2: “Children shall be the object 
of special respect […]. The Parties to the 
conflict shall provide them with the care 

and aid they require, whether because 
of their age or for any other reason.”

It is unacceptable to let the Greek 
people bleed for the war debts of big 
business.
1 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions 

of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protec-
tion of Victims of International Armed Con-
flicts (Protocol 1) (2nd part)

2 ibid

(Translation Current Concerns)

08.11.2011 – The financial crisis in Greece 
has a massive impact on the Greek SOS 
Children’s Villages, too. More and more 
parents and single mothers turn to the 
SOS Children’s Villages because they 
are no longer able to feed their children. 
“We are witnessing a run on the SOS 
Children’s Villages,” announces the di-
rector of SOS Children’s Villages Greece, 
George Protopapas. Since the beginning 
of the economic crisis in Greece more 
than 1,000 families have turned to the 

SOS Children’s Villages for help. Com-
pared to the previous year this repre-
sents an increase of more than 65 percent. 
“Sometimes the parents are standing right 
in front of our door with their children.”

Difficult financial situation
According to Protopapas things are com-
plicated by the fact that prompted by the 
crisis the SOS Children’s Villages in 
Greece receive significantly fewer dona-
tions. So far, the three Greek SOS Chil-

dren’s Villages have been financed solely 
by inland donations. Protopapas now fears 
that the Greek organization will probably 
go into the red for the first time this year. 
“In addition to the lack of donations the 
state has also increased the taxes,” he ex-
plains. As a result, they now had to cut the 
spending to the bare minimum.  •
Source: www.sos-kinderdorf.ch

(Translation Current Concerns)

Greek crisis: Run on SOS Children’s Villages
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Especially if you are new to gardening 
or farming, the preceding chapters may 
seem to contain an overwhelming amount 
of information about a million things that 
you have to keep track of allat once in a 
delicately orchestrated dance: crop rota-
tions, cover cropping, insect and disease 
prevention, seed starting, planting dates, 
and so forth. In a sense, it is finely chore-
ographed, but there is a way to deal with 
all of this so that everything falls in place: 
Start small.

The easiest way to get the hang of all 
this while gaining some benefit and keep-
ing expenses in line is to start a small gar-
den composed of only three 4-foot × 25-
foot raised beds – a mere 300 square feet. 
Within that space, all of the techniques de-
scribed in this book can be practiced and 
fine-tuned to the individual circumstance, 
and minor mistakes are easily corrected. 
Also, and I am not kidding, by using in-
tensive agricultural methods, you will eas-
ily grow more vegetables in 300 square 
feet than most people do in gardens seven 
times the size. Your problem won’t be with 
gardening – it will be with storing every-
thing it produces!

To give you an idea, in one 4-foot × 14-
foot bed from April through September, 
my family harvested 22 pounds of broc-
coli, 8 pounds of cauliflower, 16 pounds 
of cabbage, 90 pounds of tomatoes, 23 
pounds of pole beans, 40 pounds of cu-
cumbers, and 15 pounds of potatoes, not 
to mention onions, beets, carrots, spinach, 
and Swiss chard in prodigious quantities. 
That is just from 56 square feet – so im-
agine what you can do with 300 square 
feet! The point here is to start at a small 
and easily managed level while you get 
the hang of things and then expand from 
there.

Expand as you gain confidence and ul-
timately start a small commercial enter-
prise as well.

The Garden Year
I count the garden year as beginning 
in fall, and I believe that you should as 
well. Fall is when all the activity from the 
prior season draws to a close with all of 
the garden refuse and leaves finding their 
way into the compost pile and cover crops 
being planted for the winter. Because 
things are somewhat rushed in the spring, 
fall is the best time to dig new beds and 
expand the space in use.

Through early winter in the northern 
United States there isn’t really much to do 
except plan the garden and look through 
seed catalogs while staying warm. Now is 

the time to decide what you will grow and 
order the seeds. If you wait until spring to 
do this, you will be too late since many 
plants – like onion seedlings – need to be 
started in late winter to be ready to plant 
in the spring. Chilly fall and winter eve-
nings are likewise a good time to separate 
out and prepare your own seeds from the 
prior season’s harvest. 

By the time late winter arrives, it is 
time to start seedlings for onions, leeks, 
chives, and many herbs. Shortly thereaf-
ter, the cole crops get started along with 
annual flowers. Then come the tomatoes 
and peppers. Around this same time, the 
onion and cole crops are being planted 
out, followed shortly by seeds for spinach 
and lettuce. Soon, carrots, beets, peas, tur-
nips, and parsnips get planted. After the 
last frost date, the tomatoes, peppers, corn, 
and beans get planted, followed by squash. 

About the time the tomatoes are planted 
out, it is time to start seedlings for the fall 
planting of broccoli. And you will be har-
vesting the long-growing winter cover 
crops like winter wheat and vetch for the 
grain and to put on the compost pile.

You get the idea: Gardening doesn’t 
start on the last-frost date. Instead, it starts 
in the fall! If you start in the fall and fol-
low the timing charts in this book, you 
will most definitely collect a tremendous 
amount of food even if you start small.

Help around the Corner
For a variety of reasons – lifestyle, eco-
nomics, philosophy, and you name it – 
small farms are springing up all over. 
Many of these new farmers are first-gen-
eration farmers, and they have already en-

Mini farming – Self-sufficiency  
on one quarter of an acre

Extracts from the book “Mini Farming” by Brett L. Markham

continued on page 16
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countered a lot of what you will be expe-
riencing. Unlike other industries in which 
everybody jealously guards trade secrets, 
farmers come together to help each other 
out. As a result, there are many initiatives 
filled with people ready and waiting with 
advice and wisdom that would otherwise 
require a PhD to obtain. Such resources 
can be found on the Internet via a simple 
keyword search and via links from Coop-
erative Extension Service Web sites. […]

The Final Analysis
Starting a mini-farm can provide you 
with the safest and most nutritious food 
available while saving more on the food 
budget year after year. The superior nutri-
tion combined with outdoor exercise will 
make everyone healthier, and the econom-
ic benefits of selling excess production can 
enable any number of personal or fami-
ly goals.

This book is a tour of everything you 
need to know to get started, but don’t stop 

here! Go to the bibliography for a list of 
other recommended books. Knowledge 
is power in that it increases your odds of 
success in any endeavor.

Becoming self-sufficient on ¼ acre and 
producing your own food

Here is a holistic approach to small-area 
farming that will show you how to produce 
85 percent of an average family’s food on 
just one-quarter acre — and earn $10,000 
in cash annually. This is not back-to-the-
land utopianism, but a tested and pragmatic 
method that can be applied in small lots in 
rural, suburban and even urban areas. Even 
if you have never been a farmer or a gar-
dener, Brett Markham’s advice will teach 
you what you need to know:
•	 Saving,	buying,	starting,	and	selecting	

seeds
•	 Maintaining	and	improving	soil
•	 Preventing	and	eradicating	pests	and	

diseases
•	 Compost,	crop	rotation,	and	timing
•	 Using	organic	methods
•	 Garden	planning	 to	meet	dietary	 re-

quirements

•	 Raising	poultry
•	 Raising	and	pruning	fruits	and	nuts
•	 Canning,	freezing,	and	dehydrating
•	 Selling	your	excess	produce	for	top	dol-

lar and more!
More than just a how-to guide for self-suf-
ficiency, Mini Farming teaches you the 
underlying principles of mini-farming so 
you will have the knowledge to make your 
own unique applications. Materials, tools 
and techniques are detailed with over a 
hundred photographs, tables, diagrams 
and illustrations. •

Brett L. Markham is an engineer, third-
generation farmer, and polymath. Using 
the methods explained in his book, he 
runs a profitable, Certified Natural-
ly Grown mini farm on less than half an 
acre. Brett works full time as an engi-
neer for a broadband ISP and farms in 
his spare time. 

Extracts from: Mini Farming: Self-Sufficiency on 
¼ Acre by Brett L. Markham. Skyhorse Publishing 
(April 2010)ISBN-10: 1602399840, ISBN-13: 978-
1602399846

”Mini farming …” 
continued from page 15

Special vegetables for special gardeners

More and more people are growing 
their own vegetables on a few square 
metres of soil. The range is from two 
pots on the balcony to gardens of soc-
cer-field size. Now is the time to de-
cide what kinds of vegetable shall fill 
the plates.

In the last years it became ap-
parent that gardening is not only a 
hobby for housewives and retired 
persons. “We are having a great per-
centage of under thirty-year-old in 
our network. Many don´t even have 
their own garden, but are growing 
their vegetables on their balcony, in 
their parents garden or in garden-
plots“ tells Bela Bartha, chief execu-
tive of the ProSpecieRara Foundation. 
“Even at universities, like ETH Zurich 
and Basel University, there are initia-
tives growing, which support cooper-
ative gardening.“

It is self-evident that those garden-
ers don´t rely on standard hybride 
varieties of the great agriculture or-
ganisations. They like to grow vari-
eties, which taste better, look bet-
ter and can be layered. A variety that 
is prospering well in the garden can 
be used as seed. No new seed has to 
be bought and new seedlings can be 
brought up next year. Another ad-
vantage of the old varieties is that 
they mature distributed over the sea-
son and they are cultivated on taste, 
not on storability and transportabili-

ty. That makes them so attractive for 
a household garden.

Seedling markets  
all over Swizzerland

In favor of bringing old and nearly 
forgotten vegetables in as many gar-
dens as possible ProSpecieRara is or-
ganizing many seedling markets all 
over Switzerland. “It is great to see 
when over 10’000 people are visiting 
our greatest market in Wildegg Cas-
tle collecting rare vegetables for their 
garden“ says Bartha enthusiastically. 
ProSpecieRara-Seedlings are available 
on further markets. (see list below). 
Furthermore Coop Bau&Hobby offers 
a choice of seedlings.

A choice of 600 sorts
When growing your own seedlings 
you have even a greater choice. On the 
one hand seeds can be bought at Sa-
tiva Rheingau and Coop Bau&Hobby, 
but with over 600 varieties ProSpe-
cieRara-supporters have the biggest 
choice. “This is possible because some 
400 amateur gardeners are growing 
varies sorts in their own garden and 
provide the seeds to our supporters 
for free“ tells Bartha. The supporters 
can find provider data via Internet or 
catalog and can order directly from 
the provider. Those also give the nec-
essary information for the cultivation. 
Because the first sorts are disseminat-

ed in February, one has to look after 
the seeds in time. Bartha encourages 
those who have not yet been success-
ful with self-grown seedlings. “Propa-
gation by seed is not a witch-craft and 
can be successful even on the balcony. 
The necessary knowledge is provided 
by us in special classes.“ 

Source: ProSpecieRara from 30.1.2012

ProSpecieRara-Seedling markets 
2012

•	 27+	28	 April :	 Tomato	 seed-
ling market, Stadtgärtnerei, 
8047 Zurich (Fr 2–7 p.m., Sa 
9 a.m.–1 p.m.)

•	 28	April:	seedling	market	in	the	
Centro ProSpecieRara, 6854 San 
Pietro di Stabio (9–12 a.m.) 

•	 29	April:	seedling	market	Vevey,	
Alimentarium, 1800 Vevey (9 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.)

•	 5+		6	 May:	 seedling	 market,	
Schloss Wildegg, 5103 Wildegg 
(9 a.m. – 5 p.m.)

•	 13	 Mai:	 Ornamental	 plant	 mar-
ket with gerandiums-exhibi-
tion, Stadtgärtnerei 3006 Bern (9 
a.m.–5 p.m.) 

•	 19	 May:	 seedling	 market	
Buchs / SG, Marktplatz am  
Werdenbergersee (9 a.m.–2 p.m.)

Details under  
www.prospecierara.ch > Kalender


