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Below the replacement purchase of new 
combat aircraft planes for Switzerland is 
placed in a larger context. The media up-
roar unsettling our citizens, will be clas-
sified and evaluated. Bad losers as well 
as the settling of political scores are to be 
blamed for much of it. Political solidari-
ty and a forward-facing rousing common 
impulse are needed in favor of our secu-
rity and sovereignty.

Success model Switzerland

Our country is a success model! In the 
heart of Europe, surrounded by EU coun-
tries with increasingly grave problems, 
Switzerland is characterized by eco-
nomic success, financial stability, prac-
tised direct democracy, internal peace 
and order, prosperity and a high living 
standard.

Thanks to a consistent expense brake 
our public finances are under control. 
The economy is performing well despite 
the strong Swiss franc and intense pres-
sure from outside. Our successful model 
can only survive by a guaranteed security 
in an international situation that is getting 

ever more critical and explosive. Security 
and protection against multiple threats are 
the preconditions of freedom and econom-
ic success, now as ever.

National security and its reserve
It is the state’s task to ensure national se-
curity. The pillars of this security (the so-
called security network in Switzerland) are 
the intelligence service, the police, the judi-
ciary, the border guard, the army, the civil 
protection as well as the emergency servic-
es. The exterior and economic policy con-
tribute significantly to security, as well.

These pillars of national security can 
only be supportive and bear their load sus-
tainably if the necessary means and com-
petences are granted purposefully and per-
manently. Hence, politics on federal and 
cantonal level is responsible.

Events of the recent years have shown 
that the means of the cantons’ and cities’ 
civil authorities have come to their limits 
after about two or three days of a major 
event, a disaster or a longer-lasting crisis. 
In that case the civilian authorities that 
got into trouble will each send an appeal 
to the Confederation, which will mobi-

lize its reserve 
for crisis situa-
tions: the army. 
Today our army 
is multifunction-
al. In the short-
est of time it is 
in the position 
to support sub-
sidiary civil au-
thorities actively 
in difficult situ-
ations. All over 
Switzerland, the 
army remains the only way for crises, 
disasters and conflicts at best. They are 
the only security reserve of the state gov-
ernment.

Air sovereignty
Switzerland is a sovereign state. On its 
national territory, it is responsible for 
the security on the ground and in the air. 
Therefore the airspace over our country 
must be able to be monitored, controlled 
and, in extreme cases, also defended. 
Such is our army’s mandate, as estab-
lished in the Federal Constitution. The 
air sovereignty of Switzerland is man-
aged administratively by the Federal Of-
fice of Civil Aviation. The practical exe-
cution of maintaining air sovereignty is 
the task of the army. The Air Force en-
sures air sovereignty in all weather con-
ditions, around the clock, day and night, 
365 days a year.

Maintaining air sovereignty is one of 
the main tasks of our Air Force. It has the 
means of air surveillance (including ra-
dars), the anti-aircraft and fighter planes 
to fulfill this task.

For the identification of flying ob-
jects illegally intruding into our airspace 
manned aircraft are exclusively used. The 
daily practice of this intercept and iden-
tification operations is a core function of 
our fighter pilots. Today there are 33 air-
craft F/A-18 “Hornet” available for day 
and night missions, in any weather and at 
high altitudes.

continued on page 2

Switzerland

National air sovereignty and our politicians
“Our air space has to be controlled under all circumstances and to be defended if 

necessary even over weeks by the existing and the new means (the TTE)!”
by Peter Regli, engineer ETHZ, retired Major General, former fighter pilot in the Air Force

SAAB-Gripen-demonstrator in the Valais canton 2012. (picture VBS)

Peter Regli,  
retired Major General  

(picture ma)
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Longer crises

The overall situation in the world, as well 
as in Europe has further deteriorated in 
the past year. Nobody knows the influenc-
es that the disastrous economic and finan-
cial situation of many European countries 
and the hereto associated social unrest 
will have on the security situation. Uncon-
trolled migration, organized crime, Islam-
ism with global terrorism, violent extrem-
ism from the right and from the left, as 
well as proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, cyber-war and other threat 
factors can generate unpleasant scenarios, 
difficult to control and spreading across 
border in the shortest time. Governments 
can quickly reach the limits of their own 
capabilities. The control over the events 
can easily slip out of their hands. “Think-
ing the unthinkable” and “expecting the 
unexpected” would therefore be appro-
priate. A country, whose own govern-
ment never trains for the event of a crisis 
and who only knows the long-term for-
ward-looking security-related thinking 
by hearsay, runs particularly great risks. 
In a complex, long-lasting crisis one 
should also be able to guarantee air sover-
eignty. So, around the clock, Switzerland 
would constantly have at least four F/A-18 
combat aircraft in its airspace: two in the 
west and two in the east of the country.

After about two weeks, the 33 F/A-18 
would be on the ground. Due to the many 
flight hours and the abrasion they would 
have to be maintained, checked and re-
paired if necessary. In this situation, our 
airspace would remain without protection 
and without active control. The air traffic 
control would indeed be able to discover 
intruders. But it would not be possible to 
identify them positively, to force them to 
leave our airspace or to land. Swiss air-
space would thus be at everyone’s dispos-
al. Our country would no longer be able to 
fulfill its international obligation as a sov-
ereign state.

Major events
It is also necessary to take action to ensure 
the national air sovereignty during large-
scale events such as international confer-
ences (G8, Francophonie-Summit, WEF) 
and sporting events (EURO 08, Olympics, 
World Championships).

The 2012 Summer Olympics in Lon-
don, as a recent example, have shown 
that the protection of national security or 
rather the national air sovereignty could 
only be guaranteed through the use of 
British armed forces. During the games 
by means of a sophisticated “Air Secu-
rity Plan” the airspace over London was 
monitored, controlled and secured by the 
combination of sensors (radars), anti-air-

craft resources, combat aircraft and hel-
icopters. So, around the clock, air sov-
ereignty was permanently guaranteed. 
The operational plan was to deter on 
the basis of existing resources, particu-
larly with combat aircraft and helicop-
ters (for slow-flying targets), to clear-
ly demarcate geographically, to discover 
in time, to decide and to combat if nec-
essary. Great importance was attached to 
the deterrence (“deterrence”) by the spe-
cific publicly, nationally and internation-
ally, communicated defensive strategy. 
As possible violators of air sover-
eignty radio-controlled model air-
craft, drones, light aircraft, helicopters, 
business jets and (as a worst case) hi-
jacked airliners came into consideration. 
For the “Operation OLYMPICS” the 
armed forces put a total of 23,000 mem-
bers of Army, Royal Navy and Royal Air 
Force (2500) at the disposal. On two air-
fields the armed combat aircraft Typhoon 
was ready on alert in five and ten minutes.

Partial Tiger Replacement (TTE)
There are large gaps in our air force’s own 
stocks. The F-5 Tiger, no longer adapted 
to current requirements, must be with-
drawn from service as soon as possible 
and be replaced by a new modern combat 
aircraft. Some 22 new aircraft are intend-
ed to replace a part of the remaining 54 ti-
gers. This is the origin of the term “Partial 
Tiger Replacement”.

On behalf of the Federal Council spe-
cialists of the DDPS (among others test pi-
lots, engineers, buyers, staff officers) have 
examined different solution variants. For 
years this work has taken place in the usual 
professional, competent, reliable and incor-
ruptible Helvetian way. Due to the current 
Federation’s financial situation the Federal 
Council decided in December 2011 to ac-
quire 22 type JAS-39 Gripen E combat air-
craft from Sweden. The aircraft meets the 
defined requirements and is the cheapest 
solution. It now flies in the variant C/D in 
the Swedish Air Force as well as in Hunga-
ry, Czech Republic, South Africa and Thai-
land. The Gripen is single-engined, which, 
in addition to lower purchase costs, brings 
not least great advantages also in regard to 
maintenance and upkeep.

With the JAS-39 Gripen not only air 
defense could be covered, but also the di-
vision reconnaissance and combat of tar-
gets on the ground. Thus our Air Force, 
after the retirement of Hunter and Mirage 
reconnaissance aircraft, would once again 
be able to ensure its mission in an active 
and comprehensive way in peace as well 
as in the case of tension and conflict.

Svenska Aeroplan Aktiebolaget (SAAB) 

In the politically troubled times of 1937 
in Europe, Sweden had recognized the 

need to establish their own aircraft indus-
try, and thus be able to become independ-
ent from abroad with respect to the pro-
curement of fighter aircraft for their own 
Air Force. 

The first jet aircraft of their own pro-
duction, with its first flight in March 1947, 
was called Saab J-21R. It was followed 
by the fighters AJ-29 Tunnan (“flying bar-
rel”), the A-32 Lansen, the J-35 Draken 
(which in the then Swiss fighter-evalua-
tion was taken into account as a compet-
itor to the Mirage III), the AJ-37 Viggen 
as well as its successor, the JAS-39 Grip-
en. The Gripen is the backbone of the cur-
rent and future Swedish Air Force (“Fly-
gvapnet”). 

For more than 75 years, the Swed-
ish aviation industry has proven a manu-
facturer of high-quality, modern, reliable 
combat aircraft and has developed an out-
standing name. 

Hence we can assume with great confi-
dence that Saab will be able to successful-
ly implement the development of today’s 
JAS-39 C/D Gripen into the successor 
model JAS-39 E within the next decades. 
Everyone should understand that the Grip-
en demonstrator of 2013 cannot be identi-
cal to the serial aircraft of the 2018. Even 
the competitors Rafale (F) and Euro Fight-
er (D) will look different from today due 
to retrofit programs in 2018. This type of 
combat performance upgrade during the 
life cycle of a weapon system is stand-
ard and necessary in military aviation. 
Thus, for example, the family of the F/A-
18 Hornet with the first models -A/B has 
developed into today’s latest version -I/F. 

Our parties and the Federal Council
After the successful evaluation and the 
decision of the Federal Council oppo-
nents drew, as could be expected, atten-
tion towards the selection of the type and 
its procurement. The losers of the eval-
uation, including the producers from 
France, apparently mobilized the media, 
PR agencies and individual politicians to 
cry havoc against the decision.

The Social Democratic Party of Swit-
zerland (SPS) decided the abolition of 
the Swiss Army in its party program from 
August 2010. The Air Force is an integral 
part of this army. For the procurement of 
the TTE we can count only on those SPS 
representatives that have historical an-
tennas to Sweden and can think indepen-
dently. Moreover, a majority of the Swiss 
Greens will not support the project for ide-
ological reasons. 

There are therefore primarily the civic 
parties: SVP, CVP, FDP and BDP. Unfor-
tunately, there is still no visible consensus 
and no definite closing of ranks concern-
ing TTE. 

”National air sovereignty  …” 
continued from page 1

continued on page 3
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The Federal Council increasingly 
adopts the PR role of the “Group for a 
Switzerland without an Army” (GSoA). 
For years, the Council has been control-
ling our defense in view of finances and 
savings instead of real existing threats 
and needs. In the last 20 years, the Fed-
eral Council has saved between 46 to 273 
million francs in army expenditures every 
year. This has always happened in favor 
of the other six departments. The finan-
cial decisions for the defense were most-
ly made by the government without any 
real fair assessment of the situation. The 
Federal Council will now even play off the 
procurement of the Partial Tiger Replace-
ment against the real and urgent needs of 
our ground forces (the army) via finances.

The civic Parliament is accountable
The civic part of the Parliament (which 
still has the majority in the Assembly) 
is accountable. They must insist that 
the Parliament’s ruling of autumn 2011 
(Army with 100,000 members, 5 billion 
francs annually for the Army, includ-
ing procurement of the Partial Tiger 
Replacement) is respected and imple-
mented by the Federal Council. The dis-
senters and snipers in the party of the 
Defense Minister as well as those in the 
FDP (Liberal Party) Board must finally 
give up their particular interests and sup-
port the Federal Council’s decision on 

the plane type. The notorious skeptics in 
the civic camp are to recall: He, who is 
not willing, will always find arguments; 
and he, who is willing, will find a solu-
tion and contribute to the success. The 
parliamentarians should be committed to 
the security of our country, demand the 
procurement of the TTE and promote it. 
Our air sovereignty is to be guaranteed 
again in a sustainable and credible way. 

Citizens and information 
The Federal Council has requested the 
procurement of TTE with 22 JAS-39 
Gripen E from Sweden by the arms mes-
sage 2012 from the Parliament. Parlia-
ment will therefore have to find an answer 
before spring 2013. It is then up to the 
Head of Department, to the responsible 
civil servants, to specialists and to the in-
dependent media, to clearly illustrate the 
facts. The citizens should be given a con-
vincing and reasonable explanation of the 
sense and purpose of air sovereignty. This 
way the electorate will be invited to scru-
tinize the actions of their political repre-
sentatives with a critical view and assist 
them by taking influence. The confident 
and committed people’s representatives 
should seek civic solidarity, act as multi-
pliers and clearly and unambiguously ad-
vocate the public procurement of TTE. 

Concluding remark 
The TTE evaluation has been carried out 
correctly in all respects. This was confirmed 
by the Chairman of the Sub-Commission of 

the Security Commission (SiK), National 
Councilor Thomas Hurter (Swiss People’s 
Party, SVP), after a thorough, meticulous re-
view of the evaluation process conducted by 
Armasuisse and the Air Force. 

The time between ordering and deliv-
ery of the Gripen E is to be bridged by 
a squadron of Gripen C/D of the Swed-
ish Air Force as a loan. This is a master-
ful move by our Head of DDPS. Thus, our 
pilots can be trained on a recent, modern, 
all-weather fighter aircraft and thus pre-
pared in time for the modern successor -E. 
Maintaining our air sovereignty can be in-
creased rapidly and efficiently thereby. 

In December 2012 the Swedish Parlia-
ment decided with great support of the So-
cial Democrats to procure 40 to 60 JAS-39 
Gripen-D fighters for their own air force. 
This positive decision which could be ex-
pected, however, links the order to a valid 
international treaty between Sweden and 
Switzerland over the purchase of 22 air-
craft for the Swiss Air Force. 

The Federal Council’s decision for a 
type is on hand. It is practical. Our air-
space is to be defended by the existing and 
the new control means (the TTE) in any 
critical situation, even over weeks, and 
may possibly also be defended actively! 

The last word on the Gripen procure-
ment will be at the hands of our elector-
ate at the polls, expected in spring 2014. •
(Translation Current Concerns)

me. Reflecting the thoughts of Major Gen-
eral Regli under international law aspects, 
one encounters the following context:

Switzerland is a “permanently neutral 
state”. Switzerland has chosen this status 
on its own, and it can terminate this con-
tractual obligation, as well. However, neu-
trality is very deeply rooted in the popu-
lation, as the annual surveys conducted by 
the Federal Institute of Technology Zurich 
(ETH) show. The values have even risen 
slightly in the last few years to now 95% 
(in words: ninety-five percent).1

The international law contract of 1907, 
“Convention on the Rights and Duties 
of Neutral Powers” (the so-called Hague 
Neutrality Convention), ratified by Swit-
zerland, is still valid and guarantees neu-
trals the integrity of their territory. In re-
turn, however, they must meet certain 
requirements, which include to be willing 
and able to militarily defend the neutrality 
status (self-defense capability).

International law requires that the ar-
mament must not be homeopathic, but 
must be in a credible relationship to 
the capabilities of possible third par-
ties. Moreover, a Neutral in terms of the 
Agreement shall not tolerate that his ter-
ritory and his airspace be used for fighting 
by third parties. The Neutral must “pun-
ish” such injuries in accordance with the 
text of the Agreement (Articles 2 and 5 
of the Hague Convention). In this respect 
the Neutral is more under obligation than 
other states. He simply may not allow for-
eign powers to do as they please militari-
ly. Otherwise he would violate contractual 
obligations. Therefore three features char-
acterize Swiss neutrality: it is self-select-
ed, everlasting and armed.

Since the respect of international law 
is something that Switzerland has itself 
explicitly obliged to in the Federal Con-
stitution of 1999, there should have been 
a broad political consensus from right to 

left, to meet these obligations towards the 
international community, that is to main-
tain an Air Force (and Army) that is capa-
ble to protect neutrality and to defend the 
territory (Art. 2 par. 4 and Art. 5 par. 4 of 
the Constitution). Since it is usually the 
Left, which puts special emphasis on the 
observance of international law, one can-
not let the Socialist Party get away with a 
hypocritical double standard on this issue. 
One may hope that Helmut Hubacher, the 
“grand old man” of the SP, will be heard, 
who pronounced himself for the Gripen 
with considerations, that have a grip on re-
ality (see Current Concerns No 38/39 of  
17.9.2012).

An additional word for Switzerland as 
an area of peace: If the Left really advo-
cates peace, it will acknowledge Switzer-
land as an area of peace. If we ensure that 
no war is possible with us, we and others 

On neutrality, air sovereignty  
and international obligations

Switzerland must stay an area of peace. Hypocritical double standards must be revealed.

”National air sovereignty…” 
continued from page 2

continued on page 4
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Hague Convention Respecting the Rights and Duties 
of Neutral Powers 

(Classified Compilation of Federal Legislation, SR 0.515.21)

EXTRACT

Chapter I

The Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers

Art. 1 
The territory of neutral Powers is inviolable.

Art. 2
Belligerents are forbidden to move troops or convoys of either munitions of war or 
supplies across the territory of a neutral Power.

Art. 3
Belligerents are likewise forbidden to:
(a) Erect on the territory of a neutral Power a wireless telegraphy station or other 
apparatus for the purpose of communicating with belligerent forces on land or sea;
(b) Use any installation of this kind established by them before the war on the ter-
ritory of a neutral Power for purely military purposes, and which has not been 
opened for the service of public messages.

Art. 4
Corps of combatants cannot be formed nor recruiting agencies opened on the ter-
ritory of a neutral Power to assist the belligerents.

Art. 5
A neutral Power must not allow any of the acts referred to in Articles 2 to 4 to 
occur on its territory.
It is not called upon to punish acts in violation of its neutrality unless the said acts 
have been committed on its own territory.

can work from here for a saner world in 
terms of our humanitarian tradition. For 
example, if Geneva remains a safe place 
for honest dialogue with all States, this is 
a great contribution to peace from a small 
state. Foreign guests always emphasize 
this. Where do you negotiate better than 
in a country that signs and maintains con-
tracts, that is capable of dialogue and that 
sets right over power?

Or does the Left really believe that in-
famous Brussels’ night marathons or the 
Washington circles generate genuine, sus-
tainable and reliable results?

From the perspective of conflict re-
search, neutrality is a recent concept for 
peace, and an honest Left cannot have 
difficulties with this concept. Its counter-
part, the interventionist internationalism 
has long since been unmasked as the Em-
pire’s glove. Asians have long since said: 
“It is a concept of the past”, and his fol-
lowers have no future. Who wants to hold 
on to it must declare himself and must 
step aside when it comes to the peace 
issue.

We at least want to be able to fulfill the 
obligations of neutrality with the Army 
and Air Force.  •

1  ETH Study: Security 2012, opinion making con-
cerning Foreign and Security and Defence Poli-
cy in the trend

”National air sovereignty…” 
continued from page 3

On the occasion of his retirement as head 
of the army in late 2007 Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Keckeis informed the public for the 
first time about the fact that the Swiss 
army was no longer operational and 
could no longer fulfill its defense man-
date in accordance with the Constitution. 
Both the Federal Council and Parliament 
took note of his statement as if it were a 
minor information of everyday politics. 
Measures to restore the defense capabil-
ity of Switzerland required in the Consti-
tution (Article 58 Federal Constitution) 
and in military law (Art. 1 Military Law) 
have so far not been a topic of discussion 
for the majority of the Federal Council 
and Parliament, let alone been initiated. 
It has never been investigated how this 
gradual and silent inability to defend our 
country has come about, why the people 
were not informed about it before 2007 
and who must be held responsible. In the 
Federal Councils no one has ever request-
ed a parliamentary enquiry committee al-

though this has often been done in case of 
government failure of much smaller sig-
nificance.

The disregard of the constitution and 
law seem to be no problem for the Fed-
eral Council and the Federal Assembly 
although they themselves are the main 
offenders. The army’s incapability to ful-
fill its task, which has been known since 
2007, neither triggered off any efforts in 
the Federal Council nor in Parliament, at 
least an effort to be honest and not to try to 
pretend anything in accordance with Ar-
ticle 58 of the Federal Constitution (FC) 
and Article 1 of the Military Law (ML) 
the content of which is in fact no longer 
secured.

Does the Federal Council need  
tutoring on the meaning  

of the Constitution?
By the end of June 2010, the Feder-
al Council on the other hand, presented 

his preliminarily final periodic “Report 
to the Federal Assembly on the Securi-
ty Policy of Switzerland” (below called 
“report”) – which had been finished only 
after extraordinary frictions. In this re-
port, outlining the “Guidelines for the de-
velopment of security policy in the com-
ing years” (ibid., 2), the Federal Council 
confirmed its intention to pursue a securi-
ty policy abiding by the Constitution and 
international law. On page 35 of the re-
port we can read (emphasis added by the 
author of the article): “The tasks of the 
army are listed in Article 58, paragraph 
2 of the Federal Constitution and defined 
in Article 1 of the Armed Forces Act of 
3 February 1995. They include preventing 
war and maintaining peace, defense, sup-
port of civil authorities and peace build-
ing measures. The tasks are the long-
er-term requirements for the Army. The 
DDPS (Federal Department of Defense, 

The Federal Council’s and Parliament’s security policy 
violates the constitution and international law

by Dr Rudolf P. Schaub, Walchwil/Switzerland

continued on page 5
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Civil Protection and Sport) then deduces 
the orders to the army based on a regu-
lar scrutiny of threats and dangers. These 
in turn will be concretized in the perfor-
mance profile of the army.”

Hence the Federal Council is of the 
opinion that the DDPS is its own client in 
security policy and is able to determine at 
its own discretion the orders transferred to 
the Federal Council and Parliament by the 
Constitution for limited periods. The Fed-
eral Council’s statements are in clear con-
tradiction to the actual allocation of com-
petences and are all the more surprising 
as the Confederation employs an army 
of lawyers. One of these would certainly 
have been available to tutor the members 
of the Federal Council on the significance 
of law and the Constitution as binding in-
structions for federal agencies in gener-
al and the DDPS in particular. But most 
likely they did not want to take legal ad-
vice because it did not suit their own in-
tentions. The Federal Council with its ab-
struse statement on the role of the DDPS 
wants to make the latter responsible for 
an allegedly self-determined security pol-
icy, for which the Council and Parliament 
alone actually have the responsibility.

The attempt of the Federal Council 
to shift responsibility to the DDPS has a 
good reason why. For a long time it has 
denied the DDPS the financial resourc-
es which would be required to fulfill the 
mandate of the people in accordance with 
the Constitution and the law. Should this 
mandate actually be outdated, it would be 
the Federal Council’s duty to ensure an 
amendment of Article 58 FC and Article 
1 ML. This has not been done to this day, 
because the Federal Council knows that 
the realistic-minded majority of the Swiss 
people would not vote for a defenseless 
Switzerland with a non-functioning army 
upgrading concept (this concept includes 
a rapid upgrading of the Swiss military in 
case of an actual threat). Federal Coun-
cilor Maurer himself eloquently com-
mented on it in a lecture on 16 October 
2010 in Lucerne according to the manu-
script (reprinted in Pro Militia, No. 4/10 
of 22 November 2010, p.1): “This upgrad-
ing concept primarily served to sedate the 
conscience and to cover up the loss of the 
overall defensive competences at least on 
paper.” That is why Federal Councilor 
Maurer honestly spoke about the “trick 
with the paper army” in the lecture.

As the Federal Council, despite the “the 
diffuse threat that has become unpredict-
able” (Report, pp. 8, 60), estimated that 
the likelihood of a military attack on Swit-
zerland for the foreseeable future was low 
(Report, p. 13), “the shift from defense to-
wards tasks in monitoring, guarding, safe-

ty and security [should] be continued” 
(Report, p.53). The army was to “main-
tain and develop core skills to guide mili-
tary and defense operations in top quality 
but quantitatively limited” (Report, p. 36). 
It is assumed that the army “in the sense of 
a core competence” should at least master 
the use of brigades/ battle groups and pro-
vides the necessary leadership conditions 
(Report, p. 36).

Reduction of the army towards inca-
pacity to defense

The reduction of the army to two com-
bat brigades with significant equipment 
shortages clearly indicates that the army 
no longer has to fulfill the defense man-
date laid down in Article 58 FC. It would 
also no longer be able to. In this context, 
it is worth noting that the new (as yet 
unpublished) DDPS papers do no long-
er speak of a “high-quality, but quantita-
tively limited development of the ability 
to lead military defense operations”, but 
only of targeted “reasonable, but quanti-
tatively limited defensive skills” (“savoir 
faire”). With this new standard the DDPS 
abandoned the criterion of “high quali-
ty” according to the safety report; it can 
now further reduce the defense effort, 
which would require investments. How-
ever, the new DDPS documentation also 
most blatantly claims that the reduction 
of defense expertise corresponds with 
the maintenance and development of an 
appropriate defense expertise in compli-
ance with the current security policy re-
quirements.

The Army Report 2010 of the entire 
Federal Council released on 1 October 
2010 (below “AReport”) does also not 
only confirm that the Army can no longer 
fulfill the still existing defense mandate, 
but that it will also not be able to main-
tain and develop the above described “key 
skills for guiding military defense opera-
tions [... ], in high quality, but quantitative-
ly limited”. This is excluded because “mil-
itarily necessary systems” have not been 
procured, which, according to the Federal 
Council, results in capability gaps (ARe-
port, p. 21).

It must be added here that not only the 
failure to procurement, but also the (pre-
mature) liquidations of important mili-
tary equipment have already led to such 
capability gaps (for example, the existing 
bridge-laying tanks, armored recovery ve-
hicles and mortar tanks and infantry mor-
tars). The know-how to use these essential 
resources on the current and future battle-
field cannot be acquired (again) and main-
tained on paper or by using the computer. 
The true state of our army becomes com-
pletely obvious with the Federal Council’s 
concession that the army has no compre-
hensive, updated defense doctrine (ARe-
port, p. 15). Therefore, the Federal Coun-

cil has also completely unrealistic ideas 
about the complexity and necessary prep-
aration of Army recruits.

Lack of expertise or acting  
against better judgment?

According to the Report (p. 50) the Fed-
eral Council is not willing to  draw up a 
“detailed upgrading concept for a possible 
future military conflict,” because “both 
nature and extent of the required skills 
would depend on the specific threat”. In its 
view it is not possible “to plan the achieve-
ment of necessary military capabilities in 
detail” as long as it is not clear “what the 
army must prepare for.” With the postu-
lated “upgrading” of the army not before a 
threat has become evident, the entire Fed-
eral Council has finally confirmed that 
they also lack expertise in the military 
field or even act against better judgment. 

In view of the notorious difficulties 
to realize costly defense projects quick-
ly in Switzerland and without realizing 
those successful delaying tactics on the 
part of particular “experts” or “fundamen-
tal” arms opponents, the Federal Council 
should have concluded with little common 
sense that its upgrading concept could not 
work in a future (definite) case of threat. 
Due to numerous hurdles it cannot ensure 
timely dissuasion effects and the Army’s 
defense capability.

The fact that something impossible is 
demanded with the timely defense capa-
bility due to the postulated “Army up-
grading”, may probably be no problem 
for the Federal Council. For the upgrad-
ing concept does not have to work on day 
X; it must act today as a tranquilizer for 
the population who is worried about the 
unsettled state of the army. Even Feder-
al Councilor Maurer pointed to that fact 
(see quote above). It really amazes that the 
Federal Assembly took note of the “Secu-
rity Report” and the “Army Report” with-
out any significant resistance. Either all 
parliamentarians are pussyfooters or they 
are lazy or no one has the required legal or 
military expertise to relentlessly uncover 
the tricks and false reasoning of the Fed-
eral Council in a debate.

Federal Constitution required  
true defense competence

As head of the DDPS Federal Councilor 
Maurer could not be satisfied with the 
Federal Council’s “Security Report 2010” 
and “Army Report 2010”, even more so as 
they include a significant risk for him to 
one day be presented as the one who dis-
respected the Constitution and who was 
the “liquidator” of the defense force. As 
head of DDPS he commissioned Professor 
Dr Rainer J. Schweizer, Professor of Pub-
lic Law, European Law and Internation-

continued on page 6

”The Federal Council’s and …” 
continued from page 4
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al Law at the University of St. Gallen, to 
work out an “opinion on the requirements 
of constitution and international law for 
the defense competence of the army and 
the future performance profile”.

According to Professor Schweizer a 
“partial reorientation” of the army re-
quires  no amendment to the federal Con-
stitution, “as long as the army keeps to 
the approved orders of Article 58 para-
graph 2 of the Constitution” (Opinion,  
p. 11). The army cannot be dispensed 
from the defense mandate without a con-
stitutional revision (Opinion, p. 28). This 
is a “core function” (Opinion, p. 41) and 
calls for a “real defense competence” 
(Opinion, pp. 10 and 44). With two com-
bat brigades and serious gaps in their 
equipments, and an unsuitable upgrading 
concept the Army does not meet the re-
quirement of “real defense competence”, 
even under the currently favorable securi-
ty conditions. The requirement of a mere 
“partial realignment” is also not observed 
when there are only 22,000 members of 
the military who look after the fulfillment 
of the “core task” laid down in the consti-
tution and 35,000 members of the Army 
(insufficiently regulated in the Consti-
tution) do assistance service in favor of 
cantonal authorities. The security policy 
of the entire Federal Council is therefore 
unconstitutional. Moreover, it also vio-
lates international law, which is also bind-
ing for the necessary defense effort (Art. 5 
par. 4 of the Constitution).

As a neutral state bound  
by international law to maintain  

defense capability
Under international law, Switzerland as 
a neutral country is actually obliged “to 
guarantee the required defense duties 
with reasonable, affordable defense com-
petence, which is materially equipped and 
personally realizable and adapted to the 
relevant threat” (Opinion, p 50). It can-
not be said in all seriousness, the Feder-
al Council and the Federal Assembly had 
provided the Army with funds in a reason-
able and sustainable size in the years since 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, if we compare 
the expenses for the Swiss Army with the 
other expenses of the (less wealthy) Euro-
pean countries for their armed forces. The 
security policy of the Federal Council is 
therefore also illegal under international 
law, because the mere slogan of “upgrad-
ing” has not created an instrument ensur-
ing that real defense competence accord-
ing to international law will exist when 
needed.

The Federal Council has taken note 
of the Swiss professor’s considerations 
(see, AReport, pp. 80.). The expert’s very 

clear reasoning regarding the indispensa-
ble real defense competence in accord-
ance with the Constitution and interna-
tional law are merely commented by the 
Federal Council under the heading “de-
fense competence” with the lapidary sen-
tence (AReport, p. 81) that “the consti-
tutionality of the Army’s power profile 
circumscribed in the present report can 
only be assessed if there has been con-
stitutional clarification on the roles and 
the cooperation between the Confedera-
tion and the Cantons in the security union 
Switzerland.” Thus the Swiss Federal 
Council insinuates a statement that Pro-
fessor Schweizer has never made. Pro-
fessor Schweizer refers to the defense of 
the country being subject to a constitu-
tional revision as a core task of the army 
(Opinion, pp. 8, 41) and in this regard, he 
does not indicate necessary arrangements 
with the cantons at any point. However, 
he criticizes the inadequate embedding of 
the Army’s assistance service in the Con-
stitution (Art. 58, par. 2 of the Constitu-
tion) and recommends discussions with 
the cantons in regard to the creation of an 
adequate control (Opinion, pp. 12, 76).

Financial considerations  
count instead of military facts 

In his lecture, “Chance militia” of 16 
October 2010 in Lucerne (reference see 
above) Federal Councilor Maurer com-
plained that politics had been withdraw-
ing financial resources from the Army 
since 1990 (reduction from 1.6% to 0.8% 
of the gross domestic product) which had 
resulted in a “reform marathon”. Any re-
form failed however, because the funding 
was again insufficient for the new reduced 
army. Development Step 2008/11 as the 
newest project does neither differ in qual-
ity nor in problem from earlier reforms. 
Federal Councilor Maurer explained in 
his lecture, “With the Development Step 
2008/11 the focus was put even more on 
the subsidiary support of civil authorities. 
The capability to repulse a military attack 
was again reduced. The reason was main-
ly due to financial resources.” In all frank-
ness Federal Councilor Maurer makes 
again clear with the last quoted sentence 
that no military figures but financial con-
siderations were the Federal Council’s de-
ciding factor for the reduction of the de-
fense competence, which will include 
some costs.

In his lecture, Federal Councilor Mau-
rer announced a message to the Federal 
Assembly on the adjustments of Military 
Law and a regulation on the Army’s or-
ganization by 2012. In 2013, the Federal 
Council must address the motion. Accord-
ing to Federal Councilor Maurer the “im-
plementation” is planned to begin in 2015. 
Hopefully he will be mistaken in this as-
sumption. Due to the recent development 

of the security policy we cannot assume 
that the Federal Council and Parliament 
will be able to present a convincing factu-
al and constitutional solution. Most likely 
they will later try to legitimize the already 
established state with a mere change in the 
law and thus annul Article 58 paragraph 2 
of the Constitution. Its amendment would 
be subject to the mandatory referendum. 
However, a mandatory referendum in se-
curity policy is probably to be avoided 
at all costs as far as the Federal Council 
and Parliament are concerned. However, 
a mere change in law would be advanta-
geous in political terms in so far that the 
referendum would be optional. This would 
have to be signed by 50,000 voters within 
100 days, which might not work. Thus a 
retroactive legitimizing of the unconstitu-
tional security policy since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall would be elegantly achieved 
without the hassle of dealing with the 
troubled nation.

Let us ensure a secure Switzerland  
for the younger generation

The civic forces that reject a defenseless 
Switzerland, military units and organiza-
tions, and all Swiss citizens, who for their 
children and grandchildren wish a secure 
Switzerland in uncertain times must be 
anxious to ensure that the people them-
selves can decide on their security policy 
on the basis of a referendum. This issue is 
too important for us to leave it to the Fed-
eral Council and the Federal Assembly. •
Source: www.gruppe-giardino.ch, 16.11.2012
(Translation Current Concerns)

“The Federal Council’s and …” 
continued from page 5
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continued on page 8

cc. Entitled “Security policy must become 
an issue again” the “Stiftung Lilienberg –
Unternehmerforum“ (Lilienberg Founda-
tion – Entrepreneur Forum) published an 
excellent brochure on the current state of 
our army. It also points out the need for 
action and the obligation of the singular 
corporations in our country to act.

“Politics has resigned to the fact that the 
army has been deprived of funds for over 
20 years!” This phrase was coined by 
Federal Councillor Ueli Maurer, head of 
the DDPS (Federal Department of De-
fense, Civil Protection and Sport) at an 
event on the Lilienberg on 15 November 
2012, where the current state of the army 
was discussed.

Indeed, in recent years, the army’s 
budget has repeatedly been cut, so that 
the army, in terms of our gross national 
product and the total federal budget, has a 
much smaller financial scope than it had in 
previous years and decades. In this context 
we often hear that the DDPS has become 
the quarry of the Federation: While other 
departments and areas of responsibility 
of the Federation expanded significantly 
their activities in some cases, the DDPS 
had to serve as “Saving Department”, so 
that organization and equipment of the 
army are only defined in terms of finances 
and not in terms of overall goals and ho-
listic considerations.

This is dangerous and ultimately ir-
responsible since providing security to-
wards the outside and the inside is one of 
the core responsibilities of each and every 
state. Moreover it must be clearly stat-
ed that neutral Switzerland is obliged to 
defend its sovereignty against the inter-
national community, armed if necessary. 
Moreover our country must demonstrate 
that it is able to ensure the protection of 
the well-known international organiza-
tions established in our country. There 
must be no doubt in this regard.

Diffuse threats –  
changed security awarness

The lack of a concrete enemy respec-
tively threat image is mostly put forward 
as a main reason for this development: 
“We’re surrounded by friends”, is the pop-
ular, but very superficial bon mot. It is cer-
tainly undisputed that the security situa-
tion today is very different from what it 
was during the Cold War with the threat 
and clearly definable concept of an enemy 
at that time. However, this does not at all 
mean that no threats remain. On the con-
trary: They exist, and they are diffuse and 
diverse. And that is what may pose some 
difficulties for the discussion about the 

sense of national defense and the organ-
ization and equipment of the army, but it 
is even the more important. Furthermore, 
the awareness in large parts of the popu-
lation is changing. New fears and needs 
have replaced the old ones: fear of data 
manipulation and sabotage (cyber war-
fare), environmental disasters, nuclear 
accidents, unemployment, crime and vi-
olence in everyday life prevail in most 
people’s consciousness, today – therefore 
seemingly all the areas for which the army 
in its classical role as a defender of the 
country is not responsible or even appro-
priate. This is, however, only true at first 
glance: since all these fears and threats in 
almost any combination with social un-
rest, refugee flows and terrorist activity of 
any kind could lead to situations in which 
precisely the army as the only means of 
power and the last reserve of the Feder-
ation must come into play, however this 
is beyond the imagination of many. One 
could also phrase it differently: security 
has become such a self-evident good that 
we forget that it must be continuously de-
veloped, maintained and defended if nec-
essary as guarantor of freedom and pros-
perity – which involves costs!

It lacks a comprehensive and  
comprehensible security policy

That this lack of awareness in our country 
is so dominant and characterizes the so-
called security policy discussion is main-
ly due to two facts: in our country there 
is no substantial debate on a comprehen-
sive, holistic and easily understandable 
security policy, neither is there a debate 
on an appropriate, timely and sustainable 
assessment of our army. There is also a 
fundamental discussion missing, a discus-
sion on the strategic interests and objec-
tives of Switzerland in our increasingly 
globalized world! We cannot afford this 
deficiency as a small state in a more and 
more competition-driven world, where 
the fighting is sometimes very hard! The 
Federal Council does not seem to be re-
ally aware of that. This assessment goes 
along with the observation that in our 
country there are hardly no notable se-
curity politicians and that security policy 
does not have a strong lobby.

Deep uncertainty and loss of trust
This serious vacuum and the continuous 
disputes over organizational and technical 
details, exaggerated by the media,  as well 
as by the maneuvering of the DDPS lead-
er accompanied by an unfortunate way of 
communication cause a feeling of uneasi-
ness among the population and especially 
among those many men and women who 

give their best to reliably play their part 
in the army.

Moreover, all those citizens are dis-
concerted and deeply frustrated who cam-
paign in various organizations for a strong 
army and a credible security policy their 
leisure time. As the result, this uncertainty 
creates a serious loss of confidence of the 
people in all institutions responsible for 
our security policy!

Need for action – who is challenged?
The Federal Council
The Federal Council must finally assume 
its leadership role the security policy and 
stimulate a debate on the strategic inter-
ests and objectives of Switzerland and 
thus on a comprehensive, easy to under-
stand security policy which is also worth 
the name. In addition the Federal Council 
should settle its undignified dispute with 
the Parliament held on the back of the 
army about money, competencies and pri-
orities (in connection with the major pro-
ject “Further Development of the Army”).

The Parliament
Parliament must insist on its rights and re-
quest the Federal Council to fully inform 
about the different variants and the re-
sulting army budget. Further Parliament 
should insist on its decisions in autumn 
2011 (for example the expenditure cap of 
5 billion Swiss francs) and must support a 
financing policy, which ensures planning 
security for the army. 

The DDPS
The DDPS must come to rest and move 
away from its activism, noticeable as such 
from outside, and from any harmful rush 
or at least restrict it. Only by a steady op-
erating and objectively arguing can the 
DDPS restore the credibility in the insti-
tutions. The DDPS has to consider, what 
the population and army-friendly circles 
are doing and it has to intensify the contact 
with them. The dominant impression is that 
the DDPS – quite-apart from the popula-
tion – is busy with its internal issues. This 
impression must disappear from people’s 
perception: the DDPS has to solve this task 
itself. The factual proof is still lacking.

The DDPS Chief
The Chief DDPS is often at the forefront 
and has shown credible commitment to a 
strong army on numerous occasions. He 
is often on his own in his collegiate of-

Swiss Army – abandon dangerous primacy of financing
Findings from the Lilienberg events on security policy and Army 2012
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fice and must therefore act in a very tacti-
cal manner. This behavior must not lead to 
contradictory statements via a hasty and 
unfortunate communication strategy and 
result in even more confusion – neither 
with the army friends!

The army top
The army top must appear in public in 
unity and in a sense of loyalty and avoid 
independent initiatives of individual gen-
erals. Its work has to be done in a pro-
fessional and credible way within and 

concerning the army so that the people’s 
confidence may grow in this institution 
and the people doing military service may 
maintain their high motivation and will-
ingness to perform.

The economy
Economy must finally become aware that 
security means a huge locational advan-
tage for Switzerland – and that this secu-
rity has a price. Therefore economy must 
contribute to ensuring the safety, mainly 
by a benevolent attitude to those employ-
ees who need to do their military service, 
and in particular to those who volunteer 
for the leadership training in the army.

Army-friendly organizations
The army-friendly associations must be 
aware that they are the only real lobby 
for a credible security policy at the time. 
Therefore, it is important to strengthen 
their cooperation, to close the ranks, so 
that they can act in a united way, as they 
do now in the fight against the initiative 
of the group for “a Switzerland without an 
army” (GSoA). Further, they must seek 
factual information and bring the security 
policy discussion to the people and the po-
litical parties, and motivate them to care 
increasingly for this topic.

Conclusion: Security policy must once 
again become a topic by all means!

Summary
Unsuring safety is a core task of the state. 
Security is also a locational advantage 
for the economy. Therefore, our country 
must specify a comprehensive and easy-
to-understand security policy, which goes 
hand in hand with the strategic interests 
and objectives of Switzerland. Only then 
a proper, modern and future-proof com-
prehension of the army can be discussed. 
Financial considerations must play a cer-
tain role, but must not be the driving force. 
Only this approach will lead to more ob-
jectivity, credibility and more trust in the 
institutions that are responsible for our se-
curity.  •

To refer to: Lilienberg Unternehmertum
Industriestrasse 1, 8340 Hinwil
Phone: + 4144 938 70 00, fax: + 41 938 70 99
info@lilienberg.ch
www.lilienberg.ch
(Translation Current Concerns)

”Swiss Army …” 
continued from page 7

Lilienberg Entrepreneurs Forum in Ermatingen TG. (picture ma)
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Your Excellency Nuncio, 
Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps 
Federal Councillor 
President of the National Council 
President of the Council of States 
Your Excellencies 
Ladies and Gentlemen  

On behalf of the Federal Council, I would 
like to express my thanks for the good 
wishes extended to our country and our 
citizens. I was very moved by the New 
Year’s greetings sent to both the Federal 
Council and me. It is both an honour and 
a pleasure for me to convey to you and 
the countries you represent the best wish-
es of the Federal Council and the Swiss 
People.

Law and power in Switzerland 
I visited the Museum of Swiss Charters 
in Schwyz over the New Year period. Our 
Federal Charter of 1291 is kept there. This 
contains the first covenant from which the 
Swiss Confederation developed over the 
centuries.  

The historical background is exciting: 
our country was founded on the basis of 
a peace order between the valley com-
munities of central Switzerland. Peace 
order really is the translation of the Latin 
term used for this ancient treaty. The val-
ley communities recognised each other 
as equals. This agreement laid down how 
mutual conflicts were to be resolved with-
out disputes. The parties agreed not to 
dominate each other.  

That is historically significant: The law 
of the jungle no longer applies where the 
strongest rules; it is no longer simply the 
case that the more powerful prevail. The 
parties to the treaty are equals. They ap-
proach one another with equal rights. 
And particularly significant: they replace 
power with law.  

Law and power in Europe 
As you all know, international relations 
are determined by these two factors: 
power and law.  

As the representative of a small state, 
this relationship is of particular interest to 
me. I wish to consider it in greater depth: 

For this purpose, I want to look at Eu-
rope and its history, simply because I am 
most familiar with Europe’s history and its 
political structures. I am sure that the his-
tory of other continents will provide sim-
ilar lessons.  

Europe has a wonderfully rich histo-
ry. But also a bloody one that is marked 
with suffering. The Thirty-years’ War was 
a particularly bloody and painful epoch. It 
brought misery – but also one achievement. 
With the Peace of Westphalia in 1648, a 
new principle emerged in international pol-
itics: the sovereignty of states and law as 
the basis for inter-state relations.  

For years, negotiations were held in 
Munster, Osnabruck and Nurnberg in 
search of a new order of peace. The re-
sult finds its parallel in our Federal Char-
ter. The partners recognise each other as 
equals, and in their mutual dealings power 
is replaced with law.  

The Peace of Westphalia is therefore 
seen as the historic beginning of a Euro-
pean order of peace between states with 
equal rights. It stands at the beginning of 
a development that finally led to the mod-
ern sovereign national state and modern 
international law.  

The Peace of Westphalia developed 
into what is known as the system of West-
phalia: the Individual states are sovereign 
and have equal mutual rights.  

Although this did not bring lasting 
peace to Europe, it did give our continent 
decisive political stability. And thus led to 
sustained progress and economic growth.  

Law and power in the world 
Globally seen, this process repeated itself 
after the First and Second World Wars and 
at the end of colonialism.  

It was in 1918 that former American 
president Woodrow Wilson demanded the 
right of self-determination for all peoples. 

He was later honoured with the Nobel 
Peace Prize.  

And after the Second World War, these 
principles of national sovereignty were in-
tegrated into the Charter of the United Na-
tions.  

Thus, according to Article 1 clause 2, 
the United Nations’ aims include “to de-
velop friendly relations among nations 
based on respect for the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of peoples, 
and to take other appropriate measures to 
strengthen universal peace”.  

And in Article 2 clause 1 of the Charter 
it is written: “The organisation is based on 
the principle of the sovereign equality of 
all its members”.  

So in summary: No state is worth more 
than another. No country should control 
another. No people should suppress an-
other. In other words: States are sovereign 
and are equals. Their relations are based 
on law and not on power.  

Law and power today
I am however quite concerned that these 
principles could be forgotten:  

Sovereignty, law and power
“No state is worth more than another. No country should control another. 

No people should suppress another.”
Address by President Ueli Maurer at the President of the Swiss Confederation’s reception  

for the Diplomatic Corps on 9 January 2013 in Bern

President Ueli Maurer (picture ma)

“For I believe that different countries should resolve their 

differing challenges in different ways; in ways that corre-

spond to their character. I believe in peaceful competition 

between national economies. I believe in the diversity of this 

world; in the peaceful multiplicity of sovereign states that 

deal with each other as equal and fair partners.”  

continued on page 10
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The debt crisis and a global recession 
are aggravating conflicting interests. This 
makes it more tempting for larger coun-
tries to no longer accept smaller states as 
equal partners: Why should a large state 
engage in long and complicated negotia-
tions with a minor one if it can simply dic-
tate its demands? If it is much simpler to 
declare national law applicable even be-
yond national boundaries?  

Lately I have sensed that this trend 
towards international power politics is 
again on the rise. And it makes me un-
easy.  

For I believe that different countries 
should resolve their differing challenges in 
different ways; in ways that correspond to 
their character. I believe in peaceful com-
petition between national economies. I be-
lieve in the diversity of this world; in the 
peaceful multiplicity of sovereign states 
that deal with each other as equal and fair 
partners.  

Sovereign states that regulate their 
mutual relations through contracts; that 
is the recipe for global economic prosper-
ity and well-being. Because each country 
is able to position and organise itself in 
the way that corresponds best to its pe-
culiarities.  

In this way, all may benefit from each 
other. Even the larger countries from the 
smaller. Switzerland’s private sector for 
example has invested some 900 billion 
Swiss francs in other countries. Swiss 
companies thus provide, among other 
things, 2.6 million jobs throughout the 
world, not counting those more than a 
quarter of a million cross-border commut-
ers who earn their money here.  

Switzerland also has the tradition of 
serving as a mediator, fostering under-
standing between states. As a neutral, in-
dependent country we are predestined 
for this role. We are a small state and be-
long to no power block; no one expects 
us to pursue our own agenda of power 
politics.  

Switzerland is the depositary state 
for the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 

of the Additional Protocols of 1977 and 
2005. This is because humanitarian com-
mitment is part of our heritage: 150 years 
ago, in 1863, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, the ICRC, was founded 
in Geneva. In 1864, twelve states signed 
the first Geneva Convention. Since then 
Swiss aid workers have been relieving 
suffering caused by crises and wars all 
around the world.  

We are pleased if we can provide 
neutral territory where talks can be 
held. We are proud that numerous im-
portant international organisations are 
based in Geneva. And we continue to 
do our utmost to contribute to peace in 
this world.  

Our impartial commitment is based on 
our conviction that countries vary, that 
they are allowed to differ and should be 
different.  

Conclusion 
The sovereignty of states and dealings be-
tween states must be based on law and not 
on power – this is the lesson we can learn 
from history. These principles are based 
on the experience gained from great trag-
edies. But they are also based on the ex-
perience that it is every state’s interest that 
all states – even the smallest – should be 
allowed to flourish.  

I am convinced that you do your ut-
most to champion a peaceful and pros-
perous world. A world in which people 
and states interact with mutual respect 
and deal with each other as sovereign 
partners and equals. A world in which 
sovereignty and law take priority over 
power politics.

Esteemed guests, in the name of the 
Federal Council, I wish you every success 
in the vital work that you do.  •
Source: Federal Department of Defence, Civil 
Protection and Sports (DDPS)
http://www.vbs.admin.ch/internet/vbs/en/home/
documentation/news/news_detail.47393.nsb.html

”Sovereignty, law and powe” 
continued from page 9

“I am convinced that you do your utmost to champion a 

peaceful and prosperous world. A world in which people and 

states interact with mutual respect and deal with each other 

as sovereign partners and equals. A world in which sover-

eignty and law take priority over power politics.”
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continued on page 12

A majority of the population has not re-
alized that a part of our “National gold” 
is lying abroad and that more than half of 
the gold reserves have already been sold.

The United States (respectively the 
American central bank FED) and the EU 
(or the European central bank ECB) are 
about to destroy the value of dollars and 
euros. More and more, our National Bank 
is forced to take big risks. The bigger the 
risk, the more important is a sufficient 
gold reserve!

Independence and prosperity of Swit-
zerland can only be secured by an inde-
pendent National Bank respectively an in-
dependent currency. The larger the gold 
reserves the more independent the Na-
tional Bank will be and the less it can 
be put under external pressure. This in-
itiative does not only strengthen the in-
dependence of the National Bank, but of 
Switzerland as a whole.

Even the world’s best financial ex-
perts do not know how financial mar-
kets, stock prices, exchange rates, etc. 
will develop. But all experience shows: 
The more uncertain the economic times 
are, the more gold reserves will be im-
portant. The initiative “Save our Swiss 
Gold” requires:
1. Further sales of gold reserves are pro-

hibited.
2. The National Bank’s gold must be 

stored in Switzerland.
3. The National Bank must imperatively 

store a part of its reserves in gold (at 
least 20% of its assets).

All attempts in this direction were rejected 
in the Swiss Parliament. There is only one 
thing left: the People’s Initiative!

Wording of the People’s Initiative

The Constitution of the Confederation 
will be changed as follows:
Art. 99a (new) 
The gold reserves of the Swiss National 
Bank
1 The gold reserves of the Swiss National 

Bank are not for sale.
2 The gold reserves of the Swiss National 

Bank have to be stored in Switzerland.
3 The Swiss National Bank has to keep 

her assets in gold to an essential pro-
portion. The proportion of gold must 
not be less than 20 %.

Art. 197 
Item 9 (new) Provisional Regulations 
for Art. 99a (gold reserves of the Swiss 
Natioanl Bank):

1 For the implementation of Art. 2 there 
is a transitional period of two years 
after article 99a has been adopted by 
the people and the states (cantons).

2 For the implementation of paragraph 
3 there is a transitional period of five 
years after the adoption of Art. 99a by 
the people and the states.

To 1. More sales of gold reserves are 
prohibited.

Sold – despite all promises ...
Until ten years ago, Switzerland had the 
largest gold reserves per head of the pop-
ulation worldwide.

It has repeatedly been stressed that a 
sale of this national wealth is out of ques-
tion. So for example on 19 June 1995 Jean 
Zwahlen as a former board member of the 
National Bank stated, “To say it openly: the 
Swiss National Bank intends in no way to 
sell its gold reserves. […] For thousands of 
years, gold stood for wealth and status, for 
trust and reliability. Without doubt, the loy-
alty of the National Bank to gold strength-
ens its reputation and credibility.”

Shortly after, everything was different: 
The speech of Federal Councillor Arnold 
Koller on 5 March 1997 came as a real 
bombshell in the National Council when 
he advocated out of the blue that the Na-
tional Bank should sell “excess” gold re-
serves of seven billion Swiss francs. This 
happened shortly after the Federal Council 
itself had reassured that the gold (the “sil-
verware”) would not be sold.

At that time Switzerland was under fire 
because of “dormant assets” and alleged 
misconduct during World War II. Feder-
al Councilor Koller therefore advocated a 
“7-billion Solidarity Foundation”(among 
others for the victims of the Holocaust), 
funded by gold sales. The Solidarity Foun-
dation was rejected by the people at the 
ballot box. The gold was sold anyway; 
from May 2000 1,300 tons for the time 
being – a ton day by day during a peri-
od of almost five years. This action was 
hardly completed, when the sale of anoth-
er 250 tons followed. 

... and on top at a miserable price
Up to 2000, with its 2,590 tons of gold our 
central bank still owned a full eight per-
cent of the total official gold worldwide, 
a huge reserve for a country the size of 
Switzerland.

In 1998, the Federal Council boast-
ed such high gold stock in the following 
words (official Bulletin): “The Germans 

have about 3,000 tons of gold and 90 mil-
lion inhabitants. We have 2,600 tons and 
7 million inhabitants. The US with a lot 
more inhabitants has 8,000 tons, which is 
only about three times the amount of Swit-
zerland.”

Shortly afterwards Switzerland an-
nounced massive gold sales. On 20 May 
1999, the former US Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan told the Amer-
ican “House Banking Committee”, “It’s 
pretty obvious that central banks are aware 
that – if they announce gold sales – the 
price will decrease and that lower prices 
mean lower revenues for them. No trader 
with just a bit of self-respect would ever 
commit such a stupidity.”

The Swiss National Bank, however, an-
nounced in advance that it would sell half 
of its gold. Just two years after comple-
tion of the first sales campaign that gold 
had been worth about twice as much. If we 
still had the total of the 1,550 tons sold, 
the SNB would have around 70 billion 
francs of additional reserves (in numbers 
SFr 70,000,000,000.00) according to the 
current market price of gold.

Without the population’s consent
It is worth emphasizing that our citizens 
have never been able to comment on the 
subject of selling gold or not, even though 
it was about their own national wealth.

There have never been any political de-
bates or referendums about the sales issue, 
but only about the question of how sale 
proceeds should be distributed (from the 
“Gold-initiative AHV” [Old Age Insur-
ance – AHV] on 22/09/2002 to the “Kosa 
Initiative” on 24/09/2006).

The parliament, too, has never voted 
on the gold sales. However, it must put 
up with the accusation that it facilitated 
the legal requirements for gold sales, with 
most parliamentarians being misled and 
hardly being able to notice what the im-
pact of the various revisions would be.

The gold sales were always discussed 
and decided within a small circle. That had 
already happened in the case of the plans 
for the above mentioned “Solidarity Foun-
dation”: The idea of the gold sales worth 
seven billion Swiss francs was “sold” to 
the former Federal Councillor Kaspar Vil-
liger by director Hans Meyer (one of the 
former three board members of the Na-
tional Bank) during a walk in the woods.

The current regulations are as simple as 
they are worrying: The three members of 
the National Bank Board may decide on 

People’s initiative “Save our Swiss Gold” 
The “Gold initiative” wants to secure our National Bank’s gold reserves 

by National Councillor Luzi Stamm 
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their own whether or how much gold is 
sold. They do not even need the Federal 
Council’s consent.

An alleged “windfall of gold”  
and “profit”

On 1 January 2000 the new Swiss Feder-
al Constitution came into effect. Although 
at the time the population was told noth-
ing of the sort prior to the referendum, it is 
now claimed that it meant abolishing the 
gold backing of the Swiss franc. Hardly 
was the Constitution was in force that the 
massive gold sales began on the grounds 
that the National Bank made large prof-
its. The “Neue Zürcher Zeitung” wrote on  
5 January 2001 euphorically: “Windfall of 
gold for the National Bank, 25.4 billion 
francs net revaluation gains”.

“Windfall”? The National Bank had re-
ceived no additional gram of gold! It had 
only rerated its gold: From the up to then 
fix conversion value required by law of 
Fr. 4595.74/kg, the gold in the National 
Bank’s books was corrected to the then 
market price of Fr. 15.391.00/kg. By en-
tering the gold at a much higher price – as 
in a “bookkeeper trick” – money was cre-
ated overnight that was allegedly “super-
fluous and no longer needed” which was 
used to justify the following sales.

By simply arguing by value instead of 
weight, dust was and is thrown into the 
outsider’s eyes. Who just reads the statis-
tics superficially will not realize that the 
amount of gold decreases if at the same 
time the book value of the gold is adjust-
ed upwards and the total “price-quanti-
ty-scale” increases. With rising gold pric-
es, the citizen thinks there is a “windfall” 
even if gold is sold continuously.

Ad 2. The gold reserves of the Swiss 
National Bank are to be stored in 
Switzerland.
The National Bank gold is national wealth. 
All the more surprising is that the Swiss 
public is given no information as to where 
the gold is. Not even the Parliament is pro-
vided insight. Having become suspicious, 
numerous National Councillors have been 
asking critical questions in recent years: 
Where is the Swiss gold stored? Is it part-
ly stored abroad? Has it been lent and is it 
possibly no longer existent? The response 
of the Federal Councilor in charge to Na-
tional Councilllor Günter’s question be-
came famous: “Where exactly these gold 
bars are stored, I can unfortunately not tell 
you, because I do not know, do not have to 
know and do not want to know.”

What is known is that part of it is stored 
abroad. There it is of no use in a really 
serious crisis, when other countries pur-
sue only their own interests and the deliv-

ery of gold can no longer be enforced by a 
small country such as Switzerland. There-
fore the initiative calls for all gold reserves 
being stored verifiably in Switzerland.

Ad 3. The SNB must hold part of their 
reserves necessarily in gold (at least 
20% of assets).
Finally, the initiative requires from the 
National Bank to keep at least 20 percent 
of their assets in gold. Thus, the independ-
ence of the National Bank is not put into 
question: It still can freely increase its bal-
ance and buy foreign currencies on a large 
scale. This initiative only requires that the 
National Bank, hand in hand with such 
activities, must also invest partly in gold. 
Thus, the national capital is protected if 
the National Bank misjudges the situation 
and makes mistakes.

The very fact that the national bank has 
sold Gold en masse (nota bene at a frac-

tion of today’s price) in the past ten years 
shows that even such an institution can as-
sess the situation completely wrong. So it 
is even more important that it holds gold 
as a valuable reserve. Twenty percent of 
the assets are a reasonable proportion. Just 
imagine: If you were travelling with the 
off-road vehicle on four wheels in risky 
terrain you would do well to take at least 
a spare wheel with you for safety reasons. 
Applied to the National Bank: Who is on 
the road with 80% foreign currencies con-
taining very large risks is well advised to 
keep at least 20 percent real security in his 
baggage.

The more unstable the situation is with 
banking and currency crises, the more im-
portant is a “yes” to this People’s Initia-
tive. We have not yet collected the neces-
sary signatures. We are grateful for every 
additional signature. •
(Translation Current Concerns)

”People’s initiative ‘Save …’” 
continued from page 11

People’s initiative “Save our Swiss Gold”
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continued on page 14

The ongoing collection of signatures for 
the federal popular initiative “For an 
economy to the benefit of all” receives 
reinforcement from the German-speak-
ing part of Switzerland. A recently found-
ed support committee engages in the final 
spurt of the initiative. The collection pe-
riod expires on 1 May 2013.

The western Swiss winemaker Willy 
Cretegny launched the initiative “For an 
economy to the benefit of all” a year ago 
and urged a comprehensive discussion. 
Just at the right time, as the global eco-
nomic problems urge the citizens of all 
countries to a more active role in decision 
taking. In the wake of globalization, im-
portant rights and self-protective mecha-
nisms of nation-states were abolished and 
undermined, mostly excluding the people 
concerned. This has a profound impact on 
economy and society. In Switzerland, op-
portunities for action and options of shap-
ing the Swiss economy have been restrict-
ed, too. 

The goal of the initiative is to win back 
the lost, essentially important protection 
mechanisms and the scope of action for 
the workplace Switzerland. Without pro-

tection, there is no development and nei-
ther a sustainable opening-up policy. The 
prerequisite to determine one’s econom-
ic policy oneself is the mutual respect for 
each nation’s free choice. This require-
ment of the initiative is in clear contrast to 
the dictates of the so-called free market, 
which has gained the upper hand in the 
last decade. The protection of economic 
interests must consider their contribution 
to the common good.

The initiators are committed to ensur-
ing that future generations will have suf-
ficient natural resources and can partici-
pate in a social and economic environment 
of high-quality. The unilateral philosophy 
of growth and competition that has ruled 
until now is to be replaced by a newly de-
veloped economic order, which serves the 
common good and an economic system 
is to be created that principally serves the 
people.

The Swiss population is invited by 
the popular initiative “For an economy 
to the benefit of all” to actively shape the 
future economic system in our country. 
As the highest democratic body our peo-
ple have the opportunity and the right by 
constitutional amendment (Art. 94 par. 

1 and 4, Art. 96 par. 1-3, Art. 100 par. 
3, Art. 101 par. 2, Art. 102 par. 2, Art. 
103, Art. 104, par. 2) to correct econom-
ic failures and to eliminate undesirable 
influences.

The support committee
The committee consists of citizens who 
want to engage actively for making the 
initiative known to a wider public in the 
German-speaking part of Switzerland 
and to support the ideas of the found-
ers. It calls for a nationwide collection 
of signatures and debate in favour of an 
open, direct-democratic design process 
for an economic order in Switzerland, 
which benefits the people. 

We should grasp this opportunity for a 
new orientation! •
Support committee:
Willy Cretegny,  
La Vrille, Case postale 171, 1242 Satigny,  
info@lavrille.ch,  
www.lavrille.ch,  
www.economie-utile-a-tous.ch 

Reinhard Koradi, Dietlikon,  
Spokesman,  
reinhard.koradi@bluewin.ch,  
www.wirtschaft-zum-nutzen-aller.ch
(Translation Current Concerns)

Media release

It is about maintaining the workplace Switzerland
Federal popular initiative “For an economy to the benefit of all”

As an economist and entrepreneur I have 
been asked to express my thoughts to this 
initiative. I am happy to comply with this 
request.

When at the beginning of the 90s the 
cold war came to an end in favour of free-
enterprise systems, there was good rea-
son for euphoria. “Free market” and the 
magic word “efficiency” became untouch-
able icons and at the same time “protec-
tionism” became an abusive word. With 
the claim for deregulation and free mar-
ket economy, aptitude checks and differ-
entiations in regard to subject fields and 
framework conditions were no longer car-
ried out.

In the beginning the economy behaved 
somewhat as predicted by the mainstream 
of economists. However, by the end of 
the 90s and certainly by the beginning of 
the new millennium – the more the world 
was globalized and declared as a so-called 
“global village” –, more and more phe-
nomena have appeared which were neither 
foreseen nor compatible with the conven-

tional thought patterns any longer. Since 
that time there have been more and more 
clues that we presently go – possibly by 
globalisation – through one of the maybe 
biggest social transformation phases of the 
last centuries, in which the old model con-
ceptions about politics and economy must 
be revised along general lines. A “Coper-
nican revolution” in the models of the eco-
nomic policy is emerging. 

But there are many people who still 
stick to their old thought patterns. They 
still live in the world of the outdated Doha 
round – instead of the world of the current 
World Agrarian Report; they believe, that 
the Cassis-de-Dijon-principle will lower 
the prices, and do not notice how the qual-
ity has decreased instead; GDP and eco-
nomic efficiency are valid for them as eco-
nomic guiding stars – instead of “systems 
most capable of survival” as are claimed 
by modern economists today; our political 
neighbours are all our friends – although 
they blackmail us with grey lists in case of 
need, allow to break contracts or let whole 

banks gradually perish; crises still have 
advance warning times – although during 
the last years we have absolutely unex-
pectedly been shaken ever more often by 
extremely unlikely events (“black swans” 
as they are called by Nassim Taleb in his 
book with the same title); liberalisation is 
inevitable in the old line of thinking and is 
good without exception – although just the 
undifferentiated liberalisation of the finan-
cial markets has caused costs amounting 
to billions and sends an urgent reminder 
to differentiate with respect to the liberali-
sation issue  in the future; the free market 
always steers us ideally – although today 
nobody can claim free market for ivory 
trade, hard drugs or child pornography in 
all seriousness, a lot of alternative energy 
would have no chance on the free market 
and the UBS was actually saved only by 
complete elimination of the free market.

Free market precisely does not only 
mean profit, but – by definition – also the 

Concerning the Federal popular initiative  
“For an economy to the benefit of all”

by Hermann Dür, lic. oec. HSG, milling entrepreneur in Burgdorf, president of the Milling Cooperative in the Canton of Bern, 
Member of the executive board of the Swiss Union for Industry and Agriculture 
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possibility of bankruptcy. Hence, the ab-
solutely free market may only be estab-
lished where we can afford a ruin. Food 
supply certainly does not belong to it. It is 
a high-risk industry; it is system-relevant. 
It is “too important to fail”!

As a consequence, vital functions, as 
for example the securing of food, must be 
inherently safe. In other words, those vital 
functions must be guaranteed in a decen-
tralised manner and in own responsibility, 
so that the really existing instabilities of 
the modern age cannot spread uncontrol-

lably, even if this must happen in deviation 
of free enterprise practise, if necessary.

In the completely free market econo-
my only short-term efficiency is recom-
pensed as a consequence of the system.  
For example, decentralised production, 
redundancy or own resources are only 
seen as cost factors by an efficiency car-
ried to extreme, and not as resources es-
sential for survival what they really are. 
In the free market economy the product 
prices contain no risk loading for the ex-
penses of unwanted social developments. 
Hence, the private has – as a consequence 

of the system – no incentive to change his 
behaviour. Quite the contrary: Just the in-
crease of risks leads paradoxically to prof-
it at short notice as the financial industry 
demonstrated to us before it broke down! 

Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize laureate of 
the economic sciences in 2011, said: “The 
ideology of the completely deregulated 
markets has served its time”; this must be 
a cause of concern. To the best of my be-
lief we need liberalism – but not the naive 
fair-weather liberalism still sung in the 90s, 
but a robust all-weather liberalism. A liber-
alism in which we are increasingly aware 

of modern system instabilities, 
which are typically no longer 
precisely predictable. There and 
only there the state has to pro-
tect us where it serves the pro-
tection of vital systems; on the 
grounds of its internal logic the 
free market cannot do this at all.

If the initiative “For an 
economy to the benefit of 
all” stimulates public think-
ing, debate and action, it helps 
us to revise the criticised old 
thought patterns and taboos 
and to face urging problems 
of the modern age. •

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Concerning the Federal popular...” 
continued from page 13

Federal popular initiative “For an economy to the benefit of all”
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Especially in the region of the Alps, the 
spring heath brings the first extensive 
honey flow of the year to the bees, even 
though the peoples satisfy their own needs 
first at this early stage. 

Even more than the rampant bloomage 
of summer gardens and meadows, the her-
alds of spring, often appearing as early as 
in February, give us delight after the grey 
winter days: in parks and gardens, the 
winter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis), cro-
cus (Crocus spec.) and the flower bells are 
blooming mostly in greater accumulation.

The highly branched dwarf shrub be-
longs to the family Ericaceae and can ap-
pear in its wild form in the Alpes of Eu-
rope as well as in the foothills up to over 
2000 m above sea level. The needle-like, 
evergreen leaves are standing in dense 
whorls and serve as caterpillar feed to a 
number of butterfly species. At the same 
time, they are a welcome “bridging graze” 
for deer. The rows of flowerbells which 
carry plants of up to 10 cm length repre-
sent the first nectar and pollen source for 
honeybees, early spring bumblebees and 
solitary bees and butterflies which have 
wintered in moth stage. Even on a 10 cm-
single plant, some wild bees and four lit-
tle foxes (Aglals urticeae) could be count-
ed here meeting in a rendezvous.

Rich nectar and pollen supply
Already in fall, the flowers of the win-
ter heath are laid out as buds for the 
next year so that they can develop with 
the first warm sunrays. In full bloom, 
the crown forms a long pipe even sur-
mounting by far the red-coloured petals. 
As long as the anthers are still enclosed 
in the corona ample nectar with a high 
fructose content is secreted at the base 
of the flower. From this the bees prepare 
a light to dark yellow, sometimes even 
almost orange honey. Pure honey from 
winter heath has a strong aroma and a 
very tart taste and is often extremely rich 
in ferments. The pollen is offered all day 
with a maximum at between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m. and is collected in whitish panties. 
If the dark, reddish-brown anthers hang 
far out from the crown pipes, a pollution 
trough wind is possible, too. As can be 
taken from the equally common name of 
“mountain or Alpine heath”, the winter 
heath constitutes a characteristic part of 
the sub-Alpine and Alpine region, where 
the soil in sparse pine forests or dwarf 
shrub thicket is poor in nutrients, though 
sunny and warm. The winter heath is the 
only species which likes to grow on cal-
careous ground, but which can also sur-
vive on slightly acidic soil. The solid 
acorns which reach only 15 to 30 cm in 

height, may reach an age of up to 30 
years. The roots of these plants stand in 
intimate closeness to soil fungi and con-
stantly grow new branches which lie over 
older or dead ones so that over time a 
very dense substrate is developed.

Several varieties

Because of its modesty, its fine, evergreen 
foliage but above all because of its wealth 
of pretty flowers, there are more than a 
dozen varieties of winter heath bred until 
today. Its color scale ranges from white 
through various pink stages up to car-
mine and dark red. As of November, the 
“Winter Joy” presents itself in clear violet-
red. Soon after it is followed by the sim-
ilar-coloured but more compact “Winter 
Ruby” and the pink “Winter Beauty”. If 
the daytime temperature lies above freez-
ing point, the main flowering period be-
gins in the new year. The also red flow-
ering “Winter Sun” shows an attractive 
bronze-coloured foliage even before flow-
ering. “Whisky” gleams in fine, needle-
like, rich orange-coloured leaves and 
“Golden Scarlet” shines with a goldish 
yellow foliage. With plenty of light, these 
cultivated breeds thrive magnificantly al-
most everywhere, if rampant competition, 
no matter which, is kept at bay. With its 

varieties, Erica carnea is particularly suit-
able for rock gardens and also for winter 
planting on windowsills. Featuring col-
ourful varieties, the little acorns are com-
forting on cloudy days, in a way that one 
could say without exaggeration, “Winter 
heath brings winter joy”. 

The Closest Relatives

„A little flower blooms on the heath and 
it is called Erika!“ This usually more 
loudly than nice battered marching song 
is botanically not correct. As a rule, it is 
the Solluna, the common heather which 
blossoms on the heath. The bell heath-
er (Erica) may also be found in coastal 
regions of Western Europe, but hardly 
in the classical heatherland, which is re-
ferred to in the song line quoted above. 
The common bell heather (Erica tetra-
lix) is more closely related to the win-
ter heath. It stands as beautiful jewel-
ry on turf and peat moss (turf, peat and 
swamp heather) in several European 
countries. 

In areas with high humidity, it quite 
often grows in large flocks and as excel-
lent bee forage, has greatly contributed to 
the good reputation of „heather honey“. 

Spring heath – the first herald of Spring 
by Helmut Hintermeier, 91605 D-Gallmersgarten (Helmut_Hintermeier@web.de)

12 garden species of the flesh-coloured basic form of the winter heath (erica carnea), 
whose colours range from white to dark red, are available in specialised shops. They 

are also suited for balcony planters. (picture H. Hintermeier)

continued on page 16

mailto:Helmut-Hintermeier@web.de
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Two years ago, Samen-Mauser and the 
VDRB (“Verein deutschschweizerischer 
und rätoromanischer Bienenfreunde” – 
Association of  German-Swiss and Rhae-
to-Romanic bee-friends) launched a co-
operation: an offer of seed mixtures for 
attractive honey plants. Neither Samen- 
Mauser nor VDRB make money out of 
this cooperation. The only winners are 
the bees.

The idea of a   cooperation is equally sim-
ple and fascinating: Experienced col-
leagues of VDRB identify plants which 
offer an attractive range of pollen and nec-
tar (for the bees). Samen-Mauser (www.
samen-mauser.ch) verifies whether such 
seeds can be offered, whether they are 
suitable for different soils and wheth-
er they are eligible for annual or peren-
nial areas of cultivation. The distribution 
of these conjointly developed seeds is of-
fered by  Samen-Mauser.

The concept proves effective
Many beekeepers have dared to make the 

experiment  and made a piece of land avail-
able for the cultivation of honey plants. The 
feedback has been consistently positive. 
The plants are not only a true eye candy for 
us, but they are also eagerly visited by bees. 
But not only our honey bees, also wild bees, 
bumble bees, butterflies and other insects 
are heading for these meadows.

On the basis of experience, the mix-
tures are updated every year – and new 
ones are added. There have also been sur-
prises; in the second year, for instance, the 
meliot (Meliotus) reached a size of 1.5 m 
and other plants were suppressed (Wheth-
er it disturbed the bees, is not known!). 
A new product now is a low honey plant. 
Also the California bluebell, dearly-belov-
ed by bees, as green manure or the herb 
dill, which also serves the swallowtail cat-
erpillar as fodder plant, are highly recom-
mended as honey plants. At the beginning 
of the year bulb plants are already visit-

ed by bees, long before meadows and fruit 
trees are flourishing. Crocus, daffodils and 
winter aconite may not have the best nu-
trition-values   of pollen and nectar, but are 
valuable because they are already offer-
ing nutrition in March or April. Even the 
blooming daffodils and grape hyacinths 
are objects of desire for the bees. (Time 
to plant the bulbs is September to Novem-
ber).

All this for less than 5 CHF 
Here are a few examples to choose from:
•	 Annually	seed	for	bee	pasture	for	3	m2: 

CHF 4.50, for 18-24 m2: CHF 16.50
•	 Low	bee	pasture	for	3-4	m2: CHF 4.50
•	 California	bluebell	green	manure	for	

50 m2: CHF 7.50
•	 Garden	Dill	for	2.5	m2: CHF 2.00

Source of supply:

The Samen-Mauser articles are available 
online  www.samen-mauser.ch, telephone 
+41 52 234 25 25 or in all major specialist 
garden centers.  •
Source: “Schweizerische Bienen-Zeitung” 01/2013, 
(Swiss Bee Journal)
(Translation Current Concerns)

Cooperation with Samen-Mauser – 
to the benefit of our bees

by Robert Sieber, editorial SBZ, and Theodor Gubler, Samen-Mauser AG (theodor.gubler@samen-mauser.ch)

Two examples of honey plants from “Samen-Mauser’s” product range: “low honey 
plants” and “aneth”.

Although the „heathen“,  the swamp 
heath (Erica tatralix), sung of by poets, 
resembles the common heather (Callu-
na vulgaris), it has larger blossoms of 
bell shapes, which condense in a bundle 
at the end of the 40 cm-high stem. Cul-
tivated species are offered in two varie-
ties, in white and pink, which bloom be-

tween June and September. Because of 
their beauty, they are often cultivated in 
gardens as mooreites.  •
Source: “Schweizerische Bienen-Zeitung” 01/2013 
(Swiss Bee Journal) 
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”Spring Heath - the first herald” 
continued from page 15
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