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ts. Now and then it is worthwhile to 
read a book a second time, in particu-
lar if it contains texts, whose basis are 
real historical events placed in an un-
usual context. Precisely in times like 
these, when the media are full of com-
ments on the vast financial and eco-
nomic crises, when trillions of money 
supplies for major bank bailouts are 
blithely printed and then saddled on 
the taxpayer; when states face bank-
ruptcy, because they cannot master 
their debts any longer; when an im-
mense inflation is imminent and it is 
again the population that will suffer as 
a result of it; in times in which, under 
the cover of “freedom” to transfer cap-
ital funds, money must be regarded as 
a new weapon of mass destruction, in 
which the greed seems boundless, in 
which newspapers are full of the prob-
lem of interest and compound interest, 
in which even the “Neue Zürcher Zei-
tung” – usually not averse to banks – 
uses the term “monster” to describe 
the financial markets and the debt 
problem; in times like these books can 
sharpen the senses and enable a view 
on the general context, which might 
get lost in the daily routine.

The mainstream media report on the “debt 
monster” or on the “markets”, which will not 
appreciate this and that, or they talk about 
anonymous “investors”, who withdraw from 
markets, or about “fund streams which could 
flow off”, or even about “hedge funds that 
bet against currencies” etc. If they do so, the 
reader of such formulations is left behind 
feeling powerless, resigning to an apparent-
ly inevitable fate. What can the common man 
do about that?

It is exactly this purposeful degrading of 
the citizen’s position that one of the above 
mentioned books turns to. It is the thriller 
“Die blaue Liste” (The Blue List) by Wolf-
gang Schorlau.* The author takes his readers 
back into the time of the German reunifica-
tion, when – after Detlev Carsten Rohwed-
der’s death – the transitional privatization 
agency sold off the complete national wealth 
of the GDR citizens to west companies at 
dumping prices. It was the time, when the co-
operatives’ principle and the Catholic social 

teachings with its combination and reconcili-
ation of work and capital were trampled on. It 
is most exciting to read, how the author suc-
ceeds in presenting the “third way” between 
planned economy and mere capitalism: it is 
the co-operative principle which implements 
the Catholic social teachings and thus forms 
a counterpart to the TINA ideology (There 
Is No Alternative). According to this ideolo-
gy, there is no alternative to privatization and 
globalization, to deregulation and the homo 
oeconomicus. The co-operative beginnings 
will be reported on in further articles; in order 
to illuminate today’s situation, a “small col-
loquium in monetary theory” is given in the 
book. In it we learn, how absurd, abstract and 
inhuman the ideology of freedom of capital 
transfer is. 

Schorlau puts the following statements 
into an ice-cold banker’s mouth residing in 
a glass office tower in Stuttgart. This banker 
is introduced as an authority behind other au-
thorities, while the readers clearly understand 
that behind this figure, further figures rule in 
even higher spheres, the really untouchable 
ones belonging to certain circles in the world 
of high finance.

This “colloquium in monetary theory” – 
which in its coldness, its personalization of 
money and its inhumanity speaks volumes – 
can be summarized as follows:

The banker explains that money has its 
own nature. It has needs, suffers from hun-
ger and thirst and even has emotions, like 
every other creature. But money has a prob-
lem, which renders it different from hu-
mans and animals. It has neither arms nor 
legs and above all: it does not have a mouth, 

with which it could speak and express its de-
sires. (p. 337) Nevertheless, these needs exist. 
And like every other creature, money’s pri-
mary task is to grow, become more and in-
crease its size. How can money express this 
desire? It has an absolute will to survive, a 
will as strong as that of the lion. And the an-
swer is simple, the banker continues. Money 
looks for people, who will speak for it. Peo-
ple, who have enough imagination to see the 
world from its point of view, who feel – more 
than know – what money needs – and these 
people are the bankers. (p. 338)

They are the people, who put into words 
what money orders them to do. The banker 
does not consider himself important. He is a 
servant, money’s servant. The more he sym-
pathizes with the nature of money, the more 
professional he will be. The inspector asks 
the question, whether money may occasion-
ally order the banker to commit murder or 
mass murder. The question is answered as 
follows: “The events that you are addressing 
here, dear Mr Dengler, happened more than 
twelve years ago. [This refers to the murder 
of the transitional agency head Rohwedder, 
who is said to have looked for a way of mak-
ing the former GDR enterprises autonomous 
companies. Those enterprises, which would 
have been particularly suitable for such a 
transition, were put on a blue list – which 
the title of the thriller refers to.] At this time, 
money was out of control. The lump of meat, 
which lay before its mouth all of a sudden, 
was too large and too raw. The monster could 
not keep still. It was now or never. This was 
the occasion, historical and unique. Money 
could no longer be contained. A whole coun-
try, innumerable factories and workers, valu-
able real estate – just imagine.” 

After a break he continues: “Usually we 
control this creature. We make sure that eve-
rything follows the usual rules and that the 
laws are kept and so on. We are all civilized 
human beings, after all.” (p. 338) “However 
in the years after 1990, money was not longer 
under control. There was too much at stake.” 
(p. 339) All that belonged to the past, now. 
“Even money is no longer interested in these 

questions. It has already digested eve-
rything. And most of it has already 
been excreted.” After the boss of a big 
bank had died – probably referring  to 
the boss of the German Bank, Alfred 
Herrhausen – the battle had been over. 
“We now feed the creature with other 
things. And you should be glad that we 
feed it.” Then was a phase of “intensi-
fied business activity”. (p. 339) 

Obviously, we are again in a phase 
of the “intensified business activity” 
today, a phase of revived greed. The 
“lump of meat”, which lies before the 
“money monster’s” nose, is even larg-
er, it is no less than the financial sub-
jugation of entire countries, entire con-
tinents …

We know today that money is in fact 
not a creature, an independent entity 
that eludes control. Behind the mon-
etary system there are people, even 
if they seek to hide. They are well 
known, also by their names. And as 
they are people, who want to live in 
human communities, they must sub-
mit to the rules. Just like any other 
person, because in the civilized West, 
at least, we live in a enlightened age, 
beyond racist or feudalist legislation. 

That which is happening to the Palestinians 
in Palestine is another story, or perhaps the 
other side of the same medal. There is no 
alive money monster; there are only mon-
sters with human faces, just like the banker 
in Schorlau’s thriller. 

It cannot be so difficult for the enlightened 
citizens of the 21st century to do what would 
seem natural. Just as they successfully con-
tain and fight harmful impacts on the envi-
ronment, on their own households or on their 
jobs, be it asbestos, household poisons or dis-
eases, people may succeed in sorting things 
out in the economy – in Greek this is “reg-
ulation/standardization of our ‘oikos’”, our 
house. First of all, this includes the restitu-
tion of the monetary system into the hands of 
the citizens, the ascription of money into the 
service to the people. The first step is simple: 
back into the times, when there was no free-
dom of unlimited capital transfer. In conse-
quence the ghastly business of casino capi-
talism will stop, the hocus-pocus of all the 
incomprehensible financial products, the race 
of a small oligarchy for mega-profits. Next  
we will discuss in detail, how money could 
reassume its task to serve the economy that is 
directed to fulfill people’s needs. This is what 
the catholic social teachings and the system 
of co-operatives – then monopolized by the 
socialists – have worded in the tradition of di-
rect democracy in Switzerland and Wilhelm 
Raiffeisen. • 

* Wolfgang Schorlau, Die blaue Liste.  
Cologne 2005, ISBN 3-462-03479-0

The Money and Debt “Monster” –  
Man-Made and therefore Tamable

Why the freedom to transfer capital funds ought to be limited again

“It can’t be so difficult for the enlightened citizens of the 21st century to do what would seem natural: sorting things 
out in the economy. First of all, this includes the restitution of the monetary system into the hands of the citizens, the 

ascription of money into the service to the people.” (picture caro)
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cc. In the last edition of Current Concerns, we 
published the first part of the resolution taken 
by the UN General Assembly on 9 July 2009. 
During this conference, 192 countries adopted 
– in historical consent – a statement concern-
ing the global financial and economic crisis.

By the previous points of the declaration, 
the heads of states and governments and 
high representatives expressed their concern 
about the worst financial and economic cri-
sis occurred since the World Economic Cri-
sis of the 1930th. The effects of today’s cri-
sis endanger the chances for development of 
millions of people around the globe, and 50 
million people – above all women and chil-
dren – have already fallen into extreme pov-
erty. Besides a statement about the current 
situation as well as on the effects and causes 
of the crisis, they demand a rapid and de-
termined action, in order to eliminate the 
systemic weaknesses and imbalances of the 
world economic and financial system that 
have existed for a long time now and came 
clearly to light with this latest crisis. They 
stressed the important role of the United Na-
tions that, due to their universal membership, 
is the most legitimised to introduce reform 
processes in order to initiate a more compre-
hensive, a fairer, more balanced and more 
development-oriented and sustainable devel-
opment.

Even though the resolution is inevitably 
the product of compromise and calculated 
ambiguity, as the initiator of this conference, 
Miguel d’Escoto Brockman, said, who had at 
that time been the president of the UN Gener-
al Assembly, it remains an impressive docu-
ment of democratic will: It constitutes a con-
sensus between  representatives of practically 
all countries on earth, it could be the start-
ing point of a genuine development and a re-
form fit for the future. The resolution inspires 
the conviction that – despite of all still exist-
ing powers – no sustainable solutions will be 
found, if and as long as they ignore the right 
of the peoples and humans for the self-deter-
mination of their living conditions. The crisis 
was not caused by the developing countries, 
but by the industrialized countries, and by 
their so-called elites, not their populations. 
Born free and with equal rights and digni-
ty, talented with reason, common sense and 
conscience to meet each other in the spirit of 
fraternity – this understanding of the basis 
of human coexistence has started its trium-
phal march across the world. The sooner we 
understand and implement this philosophy, 
the earlier we will be able to develop solu-
tions corresponding to the above-mentioned 
requirements. In this sense the discussion in-
itiated by Miguel Escoto Brockmann, Joseph 
Stiglitz and many others will be taken up 
again in the following reprint of the second 
part of the resolution and should give an im-
pulse for further reflection. We will publish 
the third and last part of the resolution in the 
next edition of Current Concerns. 

Lines of action –  
make the stimulus work for all

12 In attempting to combat the immedi-
ate impacts of the crisis, there have 

already been a number of responses at the 
national, regional and international levels. 
While acknowledging those efforts, we en-
courage greater cooperation and coordination 
among countries’ fiscal and economic ac-
tions. Support for development is an essential 
and integral part of the solution to the global 
crisis, inter alia, through actions aimed at en-
hancing sustained economic growth, pover-
ty eradication and sustainable development. 
We encourage countries, while implementing 
national stimulus measures, to avoid protec-
tionism in any form and possible adverse im-
pacts on third countries, particularly develop-
ing countries.

13 We encourage countries in a position 
to do so to utilize the room for fiscal 

stimulus that they possess, while also ensur-
ing long-term fiscal sustainability. We also 
encourage individual countries to tailor their 
responses to their specific circumstances and 
use the available scope for domestic resource 
mobilization.

14 While a number of developed and 
emerging market economies have im-

plemented stimulus packages, the majority 
of the world’s developing countries lack fis-
cal space to implement countercyclical meas-
ures to combat the effects of the crisis and 
spur recovery. Many also face foreign-ex-
change shortages. In order to adequately re-
spond to the crisis, developing countries will 
need a larger share of any additional resourc-
es – both short-term liquidity and long-term 
development financing. We call for an exami-
nation of mechanisms to ensure that adequate 
resources are provided to developing coun-
tries, especially the least developed countries. 
We underscore that developing countries 
should not be unduly financially burdened by 
the crisis and its impacts.

15 Developing countries facing an acute 
and severe shortage of foreign reserves 

because of the fallout of the crisis, which is 
negatively affecting their balance-of-payment 
situation, should not be denied the right to use 
legitimate trade defence measures in accord-
ance with relevant provisions of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), and, as a last re-
sort, impose temporary capital restrictions 
and seek to negotiate agreements on tem-
porary debt standstills between debtors and 
creditors, in order to help mitigate the adverse 
impacts of the crisis and stabilize macroeco-
nomic developments.

16 We acknowledge the G20 summit held 
in London on 2 April 2009, and rec-

ognize its commitment to make available an 
additional $1.1 trillion programme aimed 
at revitalizing the world economy. A major 
part of these funds will be available for use 
by emerging markets and developing coun-
tries. A limited share ($50 billion) of these 
resources was targeted specifically to low-in-
come countries. We call upon the G20 to fur-
ther consider addressing the financial needs 
of developing countries, especially low-in-
come countries. We also call upon all G20 
countries to follow through with their com-
mitments and to monitor the implementa-
tion of them. While recognizing the deci-
sions taken by the G20, we are resolved to 
strengthen the role of the United Nations and 
its Member States in economic and financial 
affairs, including its coordinating role.

17 Countries must have the necessary flex-
ibility to implement countercyclical 

measures and to pursue tailored and targeted 
responses to the crisis. We call for a stream-
lining of conditionalities to ensure that they 
are timely, tailored and targeted and support 
developing countries in the face of financial, 
economic and development challenges. In this 
context we note the recent improvement of the 
lending framework of the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), through inter alia, modern-
izing conditionality, and the creation of more 
flexible instruments, such as a flexible cred-
it line, as a welcome step. New and ongoing 
programmes should not contain unwarranted 
procyclical conditionalities. We call upon the 
multilateral development banks to move for-
ward on flexible, concessional, fast-disburs-
ing and front-loaded assistance designed to 

substantially and quickly assist developing 
countries facing financing gaps. While doing 
so, multilateral development banks need to 
assure the application of agreed safeguards 
to ensure their financial stability.

18 The increasing interdependence of na-
tional economies in a globalizing world 

and the emergence of rules-based regimes for 
international economic relations have meant 
that the space for national economic policy, 
that is, the scope for domestic policies, espe-
cially in the areas of trade, investment and in-
ternational development, is now often framed 
by international disciplines and commitments 
and global market considerations. We recog-
nize that these regimes, disciplines, com-
mitments and considerations have present-
ed challenges to many developing countries 
seeking to fashion a national response to the 
financial and economic crisis. We also rec-
ognize that many developing countries have 
called for opportunities to exercise greater 
policy flexibility within the scope of these 
constraints as a necessary component of re-
covery from the crisis and to address specific 
national concerns, which include, inter alia, 
the human and social impacts of the crisis, 
safeguarding progress achieved towards im-
plementation of the Millennium Development 
Goals, effective use of credit and liquidity fa-
cilities, regulation of local financial markets, 
institutions, instruments and capital flows, 
and limited trade defence measures. It is for 
each Government to evaluate the trade-off 
between the benefits of accepting internation-
al rules and commitments and the constraints 
posed by the loss of policy space.

19 We recognize the continued impor-
tance of good governance along with 

national ownership of policies and strategies. 
We commit ourselves to the promotion of ef-
fective and efficient economic and financial 
institutions at all levels – key determinants 

of long-term economic growth and develop-
ment. We also commit ourselves to acceler-
ating our collective recovery from the crisis 
through improved transparency, eradication 
of corruption and strengthened governance. 
In this regard, we urge all States that have 
not done so to consider ratifying or acced-
ing to the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption, and call upon all States parties to 
vigorously implement the Convention.

20 The crisis has disparate impacts across 
regions, subregions and countries. 

These heterogeneous impacts have added 
complexity to our common goal of eradicat-
ing poverty, reducing inequality and promot-
ing human development. Given the sensitiv-
ity of regional and subregional institutions to 
the specific needs of their constituencies, we 
note the value of regional and subregional co-
operation efforts in meeting the challenges of 
the global economic crisis and we encourage 
enhanced regional and subregional coopera-
tion, for example, through regional and sub-
regional development banks, commercial and 

“We also call upon all G20 countries to follow through with their commitments and to monitor the im-
plementation of them. While recognizing the decisions taken by the G20, we are resolved to strength-
en the role of the United Nations and its Member States in economic and financial affairs, including 

its coordinating role.” (picture mt)

Resolution of the UN General Assembly (A/RES/63/303) of 9 July 2009, part 2

Results of the Conference on the World Financial and Econom-
ic Crisis and Its Impact on Development

“The United Nations General Assembly, 
as the world’s only legally constituted 
and globally inclusive intergovernmental 
body with a clear mandate on economic 
affairs, has a special and unique role to 
play in our global deliberations. In part 
this is because it offers the only forum in 
which all nations are free to speak and 
engage on the basis of sovereign equal-
ity, and therefore the only forum where 
those whose voices are least represented 
in the councils of global economic gov-
ernance have to be heard and accommo-
dated not as a matter of courtesy but of 
right. Here alone does the voice of the 
Global South ring with equal clarity, and 
here too is where considerations of eq-
uity and justice are therefore more like-
ly to be raised. 

In matters of global economic govern-
ance, the voice of the General Assem-
bly has an additional claim to unique-
ness. Owing to the status of the United 
Nations as the original authority under 
whose aegis the core institutions of the 
current architecture were established, 
and to the role of the General Assembly 
in particular as its Carter-defined delib-
erative and constitutive organ, the UN 
GA is arguably the most important and 
necessary, if not by any means exclusive, 
forum for deliberation of global system 
reform.” 

Extract from: Miguel d‘Escoto Brockmann. 
Foreword to the Report of the Commis-

sion of Experts of the President of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly on Reforms of 

the International Monetary and Financial 
System on 21 September 2009, p. 10 

“It is not just a matter of a double 
standard. Because the developed coun-
tries consistently follow countercyclical 
monetary and fiscal policies (as they 
did in this crisis), but developing coun-
tries are forced to follow pro-cyclical 
policies (cutting expenditures, raising 
taxes and interest rates), fluctuations 
in developing countries are larger than 
they otherwise would be, while those 
in developed countries are smaller. This 
raises the cost of capital to the devel-
oping countries relative to that facing 
developed countries, increasing the 
latter‘s advantage over the former.” 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Freefall, p. 222

continued on page 3
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reserve currency arrangements, and other re-
gional initiatives, as contributions to the mul-
tilateral response to the current crisis and to 
improved resilience to potential future cri-
ses.

Contain the effects of the crisis and  
improve future global resilience

21 This crisis does not affect only the eco-
nomic and financial sectors. We recog-

nize the human and social impacts of the cri-
sis and the inherent challenges involved in 
addressing them. Short-term mitigation meas-
ures should take into account long-term goals, 
especially those related to poverty eradica-
tion; sustainable development, including en-
vironmental protection and clean and renew-
able energy; food security; gender equality; 
health; education; and sustained economic 
growth, including full and productive employ-
ment and decent work for all. Strengthening 
existing social safety nets, establishing new 
ones where needed and protecting social ex-
penditures are important for the advancement 
of people-centred development and address-
ing the human and social impacts of the cri-
sis. We reaffirm our commitment to the time-
ly achievement of our internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals.

22 Closer cooperation and strong part-
nership between the United Nations 

development system, regional development 
banks and the World Bank and their scaled-
up efforts can effectively address the needs of 
those hardest hit and ensure that their plight 

is not ignored. We call for the mobilization 
of additional resources for social protec-
tion, food security and human development 
through all sources of development finance, 
including voluntary bilateral contributions, to 
strengthen the foundation for early and sus-
tained economic and social recovery in devel-
oping countries, particularly least developed 
countries. Such additional resources should 
be channelled through existing institutions 
such as the United Nations development sys-
tem, the World Bank-proposed vulnerability 
fund and framework and multilateral develop-
ment banks, where appropriate. These funds, 
including those for the United Nations devel-
opment system, should be provided on a pre-
dictable basis. Furthermore, we stress the im-
portance of the United Nations development 

system, given its broad field presence, in sup-
porting the activities at the country level to 
mitigate the impact of the crisis in develop-
ing countries.

23 We commit ourselves to strengthening 
the ability of the United Nations to ful-

fil its development mandate. United Nations 
funds and programmes and United Nations 
agencies, in accordance with their respective 
mandates, have an important role to play in 
advancing development and in protecting de-
velopment gains, in accordance with nation-
al strategies and priorities, including progress 
towards achieving the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals, threatened by the current 
economic crisis. The United Nations should 
use the current economic situation as an op-
portunity to redouble its efforts to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of its develop-
ment programmes in support of system-wide 
coherence. We recognize the unique role of 
the United Nations as an inclusive forum to 
promote a better understanding of the so-
cial and economic impact of the crisis and to 
fashion appropriate responses.

24 We acknowledge that the current eco-
nomic crisis has the potential to in-

crease the need for resources for humanitar-
ian assistance in developing countries. We 
stress the need to take measures to ensure 
adequate resources for international cooper-
ation in the provision of humanitarian assist-
ance.

25 The crisis has severely impacted on in-
ternational trade in most countries, es-

pecially developing countries. For many de-
veloping countries, these impacts include, 
among others, falling exports and loss of ex-

port revenue, diminishing access to trade fi-
nance, reductions in export-oriented and in-
frastructure investment, lower fiscal revenues 
and balance-of-payment problems. We under-
take to resist all protectionist tendencies and 
rectify any protectionist measures already 
taken. At the same time we recognize the 
right of countries to fully utilize their flexi-
bilities consistent with their WTO commit-
ments and obligations. It is important that we 
contribute to the efforts of WTO and other 
relevant bodies to monitor and report on pro-
tectionist measures, including on how they 
affect developing countries.

26 We must also fully harness the poten-
tial of trade as an engine of sustained 

economic growth and development in our ef-
forts to overcome this crisis. In this regard, 
we reaffirm our commitment to a universal, 
rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and 
equitable multilateral trading system. We re-
affirm that international trade is an engine for 
development and sustained economic growth. 
We therefore reiterate our call for an early, 
ambitious, successful and balanced conclu-
sion to the Doha Round that increases mar-
ket access, generates increased trade flows 
and places the needs of developing countries 
at its centre. We welcome the commitment 
to implement duty-free and quota-free access 
for least developed countries, as agreed in the 
WTO Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration;2 
to make operationally effective the principle 

of special and differential treatment for devel-
oping countries; to the parallel elimination of 
all forms of export subsidies; to disciplines on 
all export measures with equivalent effect; to 
substantial reductions in trade-distorting do-
mestic support, in accordance with the man-

date of the Doha Round and the WTO Hong 
Kong Ministerial Declaration; and to meet 
existing aid-for-trade pledges. We also reaf-
firm the need to make progress on the imple-
mentation of the WTO work programme on 
small economies, mandated in the Doha Min-
isterial Declaration.3

27 Migrant workers are among the most 
vulnerable in the context of the cur-

rent crisis. Remittances, which are significant 
private financial resources for households in 
countries of origin of migration, have been se-
riously affected by rising unemployment and 
weak earnings growth among migrant work-
ers, particularly in advanced economies. We 
should resist unfair and discriminatory treat-
ment of migrant workers and the imposition 
of unreasonable restrictions on labour migra-
tion in order to maximize the benefits of in-
ternational migration, while complying with 
the relevant national legislation and applica-
ble international instruments. We recognize 
the important contribution of migrant work-
ers for both countries of origin and destina-
tion. We commit ourselves to allowing labour 
migration to meet labour market needs.

28 An effective response to the cur-
rent economic crisis requires time-

ly implementation of existing aid commit-
ments. There is an urgent need for all donors 
to maintain and deliver on their existing bi-
lateral and multilateral official development 
assistance (ODA) commitments and targets 
made, inter alia, in the United Nations Mil-
lennium Declaration,4 the Monterrey Consen-
sus5 and the 2005 World Summit Outcome,6 

at the G8 summit in Gleneagles, in the Doha 
Declaration7 and at the G20 London summit. 
We underline that the fulfilment of all ODA 
commitments is crucial, including the com-
mitments by many developed countries to 
achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross na-
tional product (GNP) for ODA to developing 
countries by 2015 and to reach the level of at 
least 0.5 per cent of GNP for ODA by 2010, 
as well as a target of 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of 
GNP for ODA to least developed countries. 
We recognize that many developed countries 
have established timetables to reach the level 
of at least 0.5 per cent for ODA by 2010. We 
encourage other donors to work on national 
timetables, by the end of 2010, to increase aid 
levels within their respective budget alloca-
tion processes towards achieving the estab-
lished ODA targets. The full implementation 
of these commitments will substantially boost 
the resources available to push forward the in-
ternational development agenda and to assist 
developing countries to mitigate and more ef-
fectively respond to the crisis in accordance 
with their national strategies. Donors should 
review and, if appropriate, increase or redi-
rect their assistance to developing countries 
to enable them to mitigate and more effec-
tively respond to the crisis in accordance with 
their national strategies.

29 We emphasize the importance for all 
development actors to continue to pur-

sue economic and governance reforms and 
other steps to improve the effectiveness of aid 
based on the fundamental principles of na-
tional ownership, alignment, harmonization 
and managing for results.

“We also encourage individual countries to tailor their responses to their specific circumstances and 
use the available scope for domestic resource mobilization.” (picture reuters)

27. The current crisis reflects problems 
that go beyond the conduct of mone-
tary policy and regulation of the finan-
cial sector; it has exposed broader flaws 
in the understanding of the function-
ing of markets. There was a widespread 
belief that unfettered markets are, on 
their own, quickly self-correcting and 
efficient. 

28. This suggests that it is necessary to 
review the policies currently advocated 

by international institutions—such as the 
International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank, the regional development banks, 
and the World Trade Organization—as 
well as many international agreements 
that are based on these premises. 

Source: Report of the Commission of Ex-
perts of the President of the United Nations 

General Assembly on Reforms of the Inter-
national Monetary and Financial System on 

21 September 2009, p. 16

“Deregulation played a central role in 
the crisis, and a new set of regulations 
will be needed to prevent another cri-
sis and restore trust in the banks. In 
some circles, in the run-up to the sec-
ond meeting of the G-20 in early 2009, 
there was a debate as to whether a 
globally coordinated stimulus or a glo-
bally coordinated regulatory regime 
was more important. The answer is 
obvious: both are necessary. Without 
comprehensive regulation, there will 
be regulatory evasion – finance will go 
to the least regulated country.”

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Freefall, p. 216
“Free market ideology turned out to 
be an excuse for new forms of explo-
itation. “Privatization” meant that fo-
reigners could buy mines and oil fields 
in developing  countries at low prices. 
It also meant they could reap large 
profits from monopolies and quasi-
monopolies, such as in telecommuni-
cations. “Financial and capital mar-
ket liberalization” meant that foreign 
banks could get high returns on their 
loans, and when loans went bad, the 
IMF forced the socialization of the los-
ses, meaning that the screws were put 
on entire populations to pay the fo-
reign banks back.” 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Freefall, p. 221

“Democracy and market forces are es-
sential to a just and prosperous world. 
But the “victory” of liberal democ-
racy and a balanced market econo-
my are not inevitable. The econom-
ic crisis, created largely by America‘s 
(mis)behavior, has been a major blow 
in the fight for these fundamental val-
ues, more damaging than anything 
a totalitarian regime ever could have 
done or said.” 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Freefall, p. 226

“The financial crisis has brought home, 
and accelerated, the erosion of trust. 
We have taken trust for granted, and 
the result is that it has been weak-
ened. Going foreward, if we do not 
make fundamental changes, we will 
not be able to rely on trust again. If so, 
this will fundamentally alter how we 
treat each other, it will impede our re-
lationships with each other, and it will 
change how we think about ourselves 
and each other. Our sense of commu-
nity will be further eroded, and even 
the efficiency of our economy will be 
impaired.” 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Freefall, p. 290

“Results of the Conference …” 
continued from page 2
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30 We also encourage developing coun-
tries in a position to do so to continue 

to make concrete efforts to increase and make 
more effective their South-South cooperation 
initiatives, in accordance with the principles 
of aid effectiveness. We reiterate our support 
for South-South cooperation, as well as trian-
gular cooperation, which provide much-need-
ed additional resources for the implementa-
tion of development programmes.

31 New voluntary and innovative forms of 
fi nancing can contribute to addressing 

our global problems. We encourage the scal-
ing up of development fi nance from existing 
sources and the establishment, where appro-
priate, of new voluntary and innovative sourc-
es of fi nancing initiatives to provide addi-
tional stable sources of development fi nance, 
which should supplement and not be a sub-
stitute for traditional sources of fi nance and 
should be disbursed in accordance with the 
priorities of developing countries and not un-
duly burden them. We reiterate our request to 
the Secretary-General to produce a progress 
report by the sixty-fourth session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, taking into account all exist-
ing initiatives.

32 The crisis must not delay the neces-
sary global response to climate change 

and environmental degradation, taking into 
account the principle of common but differ-
entiated responsibilities and respective capa-
bilities. We acknowledge that the response 
to the crisis presents an opportunity to pro-
mote green economy initiatives. In this re-
gard, we encourage the utilization of nation-
al stimulus packages, for those countries in a 
position to do so, to contribute to sustainable 
development, sustainable long-term growth, 
promotion of full and productive employ-
ment and decent work for all and poverty 
eradication. It is important that global green 
initiatives and proposals be inclusive and 
address sustainable development and envi-
ronmental challenges and opportunities, in-
cluding climate change mitigation and ad-
aptation, fi nancing and technology transfer 
to developing countries and sustainable for-

est management. We also encourage pri-
vate-sector participation in these initiatives 
at the national level in accordance with na-
tional development strategies and priorities. 
We look forward to a successful outcome 
of the fi fteenth session of the Conference 
of the Parties to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change, to be 
held in Copenhagen in December 2009, as 
part of our overall efforts for a green recov-
ery from the crisis.

33 The deepening crisis threatens to in-
crease the debt and therefore threatens 

the debt sustainability of developing coun-
tries. This growing pressure limits the ability 
of these States to enact the appropriate fi scal 
measures to mitigate the impact of the cri-
sis or engage in development fi nancing. We 
affi rm that the appropriate measures must 
be taken to mitigate the negative effects of 
the crisis on the indebtedness of developing 
States and to avoid a new debt crisis. In that 
regard, we support making full use of the ex-
isting fl exibility within the Debt Sustainabil-
ity Framework.

34 We call upon States to redouble efforts 
to honour their commitments regard-

ing debt relief and stress the responsibility of 
all debtors and creditors on the issue of debt 
sustainability, and emphasize the importance 
of equivalent treatment of all creditors. Do-
nors and multilateral fi nancial institutions 
should also increasingly consider provid-
ing grants and concessional loans as the pre-
ferred modalities of their fi nancial support 
instruments to ensure debt sustainability. 
We will also explore enhanced approaches 
to the restructuring of sovereign debt based 
on existing frameworks and principles, broad 
creditors’ and debtors’ participation and com-
parable burden-sharing among creditors. We 
will also explore the need and feasibility of a 
more structured framework for international 
cooperation in this area.

35 We recognize that increases in global 
liquidity play a useful role in overcom-

ing the fi nancial crisis. Therefore, we strongly 
support and call for early implementation of 
the new general special drawing right (SDR) 
allocation of $250 billion. We also call for 
the urgent ratifi cation of the fourth amend-
ment to the IMF Articles of Agreement for a 
special one-time allocation of SDRs, as ap-
proved by the IMF Board of Governors in 
September 1997. We recognize the need for 
keeping under review the allocation of SDRs 
for development purposes. We also recognize 
the potential of expanded SDRs to help in-
crease global liquidity in response to the ur-
gent fi nancial shortfalls caused by this crisis 

and to help prevent future crises. This poten-
tial should be further studied.

36 The crisis has intensifi ed calls by some 
States for reform of the current glo-

bal reserve system to overcome its insuffi -
ciencies. We acknowledge the calls by many 
States for further study of the feasibility and 
advisability of a more effi cient reserve sys-
tem, including the possible function of SDRs 
in any such system and the complementary 
roles that could be played by various region-
al arrangements. We also acknowledge the 
importance of seeking consensus on the pa-
rameters of such a study and its implementa-
tion. We recognize the existence of new and 
existing regional and subregional economic 

and fi nancial cooperation initiatives to ad-
dress, inter alia, the liquidity shortfalls and 
the short-term balance-of-payment diffi cul-
ties among its members. •
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2349, No. 

42146.
2 World Trade Organization, document WT/

MIN(05)/DEC. Available from http://docsonline.
wto.org.

3 A/C.2/56/7, annex.
4 See resolution 55/2.
5 Report of the International Conference on Financ-

ing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18–22 
March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

6 See resolution 60/1.
7 See resolution 63/239, annex.

“We have gone far down an alternative 
path – creating a society in which ma-
terialism dominates moral commitment, 
in which the rapid growth that we have 
achieved is not sustainable environmen-
tally or socially, in which we do not act 
together as a community to address our 
common needs, partly because rugged 
individualism and market fundamental-
ism have eroded any sense of communi-
ty and have led to rampant exploitation 
of unwary and unprotected individuals 
and to an increasing social divide. There 
has been an erosion of trust – and not 
just in our fi nancial institutions. It is not 
too late to close these fi ssures.”

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Freefall, p. 275/276
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The Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) are the most broadly sup-
ported, comprehensive and specif-
ic development goals the world has 
ever agreed upon. These eight time-
bound goals provide concrete, numer-
ical benchmarks for tackling extreme 
poverty in its many dimensions. They 
include goals and targets on income 
poverty, hunger, maternal and child 
mortality, disease, inadequate shel-
ter, gender inequality, environmental 
degradation and the Global Partner-
ship for Development.

Adopted by world leaders in the 
year 2000 and set to be achieved by 
2015, the MDGs are both global and 
local, tailored by each country to suit 
specifi c development needs. 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger: Reduce by half the proportion 
of people living on less than a dollar a 
day. Achieve full and productive em-
ployment and decent work for all, in-
cluding women and young people. Re-
duce by half the proportion of people 
who suffer from hunger.

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary ed-
ucation: Ensure that all boys and girls 
complete a full course of primary 
schooling.

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and 
empower women: Eliminate gender 
disparity in primary and secondary ed-
ucation preferably by 2005, and at all 
levels by 2015.

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality: Re-
duce by two thirds the mortality rate 
among children under fi ve.

Goal 5: Improve maternal health: Re-
duce by three quarters the maternal 
mortality ratio. Achieve, by 2015, uni-
versal access to reproductive health.

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other diseases: Halt and begin to re-
verse the spread of HIV/AIDS.Achieve, 
by 2010, universal access to treatment 
for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it. 
Halt and begin to reverse the incidence 
of malaria and other major diseases.

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustain-
ability: Integrate the principles of sus-

tainable development into country 
policies and programmes; reverse loss 
of environmental resources. Reduce 
biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, 
a signifi cant reduction in the rate of 
loss. Reduce by half the proportion 
of people without sustainable access 
to safe drinking water and basic san-
itation.  Achieve signifi cant improve-
ment in lives of at least 100 million 
slum dwellers, by 2020.

Goal 8: A global partnership for de-
velopment: Develop further an open, 
rule-based, predictable, non-discrim-
inatory trading and fi nancial system. 
Address the special needs of the least 
developed countries. Address the spe-
cial needs of landlocked developing 
countries and small island developing 
States. Deal comprehensively with the 
debt problems of developing coun-
tries through national and interna-
tional measures in order to make debt 
sustainable in the long term. 

Source: http://www.undp.org/mdg/
basics.shtml

The Millenium development Goals

The Israeli Defence Force responded to 
signs of peace with acts of war. It at-
tacked a fl otilla of boats in international 
waters that carried people and humani-
tarian goods. It destroyed precious lives. 
Brutality has not stopped there. Ordi-
nary Palestinians awaiting much needed 
help have been victimized yet again. 

We, as individuals who are not mem-
bers of activist peace organizations but 
simply cherish the ideals of peace and 
justice, are deeply disturbed by what the 
Israeli government and its military have 
done and by the  disinformation  it  and 
its  supporters have spread in trying  to 
legitimize  acts of crime.

It is for these reasons that we are giv-
ing our names. By doing so we join, with 
anguish and  outrage, the many fellow 
citizens around the world who feel as we 
do. We salute those Israelis who coura-
geously object to the dangerous policies 
of their government and who condemn 
the recent attacks against the fl otilla of 

peace for Gaza. We appeal to the Israe-
li Government to accept the ideals of 
peace and dialogue and to respect  the 
dignity of others. There is no other way 
to fi nd a  solution in the confl ict with 
Palestine and to end the suffering and 
the loss of life in Palestine and in Israel.

Dr Marin Marinow (Bulgaria), Liljana Mi-
lanovic (Serbia), Frank Farrelly (Ireland), Carl 

Erich Wiberg (Sweden), Alexei Sayle (Unit-
ed Kingdom), Margherita Amodeo (Malta), 

Elena Gallego Fernández (Spain), Tatjana 
Teterwa (Belarus), Alex Stuyven (Nether-

lands), Zarema Katuschewa (Ukraine), Bir-
gitte Arnvig (Denmark), Ragnval Dahl (Nor-

way), Marie-France Sangouard (France), 
Pierre A. Krenger (Switzerland), Dr Anita 

Schächter (Germany), Andrej Bekenjow 
(Russia), Laura Cardone (Italy), Jan Pelech 
(Czech), Dr. Norbert Rozsenich (Austria), 
Andreas Kourakis (Greece), Kristrun He-

imisdáttir (Iceland), Eva Rizea (Romenia), 
Dr Tanja Gorakova (Slovakia), Damir Hajric 

(Bosnia & Herzegowina), Professor Dr S. de 
Henauw (Belgium), Anita Campo (Estonia)

“Should we be incapable of fi nding a way for honest cooperation 
and honest arrangement with the Arabs, then we have learnt abso-
lutely nothing from our two-thousand years of suffering….”.

Letter from Albert Einstein to Chaim Weizman, 
dated  25 November 1929

Gaza: 
Citizen Voices from 26 Countries in Europe

****
When year after year promises are not fulfi lled, when instead demographic clean-
sing is the order of the day, when symptoms become the pretence for force and 
causes are ignored, when military action replaces peaceful dialogue, when honesty 
becomes travesty, there comes a time when the outcry of ordinary citizens no long-
er remains a whisper but  becomes a crescendo. This time has come.

Hans von Sponeck, Former United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, June 2010

“Results of the Conference …”
continued from page 3
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“The future depends on ourselves, and we 
do not depend on any historical necessity.”

Karl Raimund Popper, 
The open society and its enemies

While the citizens are being increasingly del-
uged with ever more bad news on the con-
dition of the EU fi nancial order and the fu-
ture value of the EU currency, a remarkable 
lack of discussion about political proceedings 
can be observed. That is no good; because the 
present crisis does not only reveal very poor 
fi scal competences, but also a very doubt-
ful political development. We might give it a 
common denominator, i.e. “abusing the crisis 
to weaken national sovereignty and to further 
dismantle democracy”.

This abuse is shown, for example, in
• openly announcing the intention to place 

states of the EU under the tutelage of the 
EU bureaucracy and IWF,

• constantly using the expression “the only 
alternative” (the German chancellor An-
gela Merkel uses exactly these words) in 
German policies to justify very doubtful 
political decisions,

• steamrollering “special (express) laws” 
with unforeseeable consequences, which 
remind of the emergency decrees at the 
end of the Weimar Republic – particularly 
with respect to their political contents.

Article 48 of the Weimar Republic’s constitu-
tion provided that the President of the Reich 
“in case the public security and order are 
substantially threatened or endangered in the 
German Reich, [he] could take the necessary 
measures to re-establish public security and 
order”.

In the last two and a half years of the Re-
public, the President of the Reich made ex-
tensive use of this regulation: not primarily, 
because Germany was in a state of extraordi-
nary emergency (there were, in fact, emergen-
cy situations in many countries of the world, 
which were however handled differently and 
better than in Germany). He did so, because 
the President of the Reich, Hindenburg, and 
his surrounding and lobbying circles were 
looking for a cause to let the republic fail and 
use the time to return to an authoritarian state 
system, a dictatorship or an empire. 

After Adolf Hitler had been appointed 
Chancellor of the Reich on 30 January 1933 
by the President, he and the NSDAP repealed 
the basic laws with the help of a further emer-
gency decree in February 1933 (“Reichstag 
Fire Decree”). On 23 March 1933, the parlia-
ment deprived itself of power with the Ena-
bling Act, which was euphemistically called 
“Law to Remedy the Distress of the People 
and the Nation”; it abolished the division of 
powers and equipped the government with 
quasi-dictatorial authority.

And where are we today?
What is going on, if e.g. – upon request 

– the German Treasury refuses to comment 
on news about plans for compulsory loans on 
German savings? Do such plans exist to for-
cibly transfer trillions of Euros from the cit-
izen’s savings accounts onto the large fi nan-

cial establishments’ accounts and use them 
for the repayment of national debts?

Do the current resolutions concerning the 
“assistance for Greece” actually mean any-
thing else but securing the transfer of billions 
of Euros to the fi nancial establishments?

Fact is that the majority of the Germans re-
ject the respective resolutions. A poll of May 
2010, published by one of the big broadcast-
ing corporations in Germany on 30 April re-
vealed that the majority of the Germans had 
only “little sympathy for the assistance for 
Greece”.

However, the German administration again 
passes by the will of the population paying 
merely lip service, as it did before with re-
gard to other important issues (like the intro-
duction of the Euro, the Lisbon Treaty, the 
Afghanistan employment of the German Fed-
eral Armed Forces).

Nevertheless, the German government and 
German politicians would be well advised to 
think about whether the failure of the govern-
ment’s plans for the stabilization of the Euro, 
looming at the horizon, may have something 
to do with a general loss of confi dence in the 
administration’s decisions. Citizens are no 
longer convinced that the German politicians 
act honestly, oriented towards the necessities 
and the public interest.

For many years we have been able to ob-
serve, that the ground was cut from under 
Germany’s democratization (cf. Willy 
Brandt’s demand, “Let’s dare more democ-
racy!”) by an increasing “expertocratiza-
tion” and “rule of the elites”. At the latest, 
this development began at the end of the six-
ties and the beginning of the seventies, when 
politics became “scientifi c” in the context 
of the so-called “primacy of political plan-
ning”. This line of development was howev-
er by no means “modern”, but correspond-
ed with the German party oligarchy that 
has been criticized by authors such as Karl 
 Albrecht  Schachtschneider* or Hans Herbert 
von Arnim** long since.

The historical roots of party oligarchy are 
not only to be found in the postwar German 
occupation policy as well. They can also be 
found in an unsatisfactory accounting of Ger-
man history and in an unsatisfactory demo-
cratic reorientation of the German “elite” 
after the war.

Public announcements cannot obscure the 
fact that it was a continuation of that thirst for 
power and adoration of power (now directed 
toward the USA) as well as an adherence to 
substantial elements of feudalist thinking in 
a corporative and radically capitalistic state. 
And, accompanying these tendencies was 
a deeply rooted feeling of contempt for the 
people. A contempt, which had culminated in 
Hitler’s idea of a master race, which was also 
directed against his own people in the long 
run – as one of his last statements showed: 
The German people deserves to perish, if it is 
not able to control the world.

After the Second World War, the West Ger-
man parties, represented in the parliaments, 
maintained that from now on they would be 
determined opponents to totalitarian rule, op-
ponents to a closed society and promoters of 

an open society. However, the question re-
mains whether goal this was at all realized.

Karl Raimund Popper, who after World 
War II emigrated from Austria and never re-
turned to the German speaking countries, 
was the philosopher the West German par-
ties most frequently quoted in the years of the 
Cold War following 1945. They did so partic-
ularly with reference to his well-known work 
“The Open Society and its Enemies” (7th edi-
tion 2002, ISBN: 978-0415282369), for the 
fi rst time published in two volumes in 1945.

But where are we at today? 
It is a very serious question whether reu-

nited Germany has become a closed socie-
ty instead. Didn’t the leading political class 
commit itself to a neo-social Darwinist form 
of capitalism and a centralistic oriented party 
rule with elitist attitudes, following the neo-
conservative ideology of an “end of histo-
ry”? That means they are committed to a rule 
of only a few, since less than 4 per cent of 
the German adults are members of a party, 
today. 

Doesn’t this political class try to prevent an 
open society – a society, which is character-
ized by real freedom of opinion and discus-
sion, by a social structure of equal citizens, 
without an elitist rule, without dogmas; a so-
ciety, that encourages people’s criticism, that 
is open for correction and change, and also 
open for an actual dismissal of those cling-
ing to the power.

Isn’t it true that this German political class 
is profoundly undemocratic?

Hans Herbert von Arnim completed his 
book “Vom schönen Schein der Demokratie” 
(About the pretty pretence of democracy) 
with a prospect of direct democracy: “A new 
paradigm: More power for the people – more 
control of the political class”. He writes: “Di-
rect democracy opens its own, completely 
new world. It throws the dominant system of 
thought into disarray and establishes a new 
paradigm – theoretically and practically. […] 
It is a fact that shaking valid ‹dogmas› (which 
are also part of the foundation of represent-
ative democracy), or dismantling them will 
not be accepted by the high priests and keep-
ers of the Grail of dogmatism. This explains 
why many representatives of the constitution-
al doctrine and other defenders of the ideolo-
gy underlying the ‘Grundgesetz’ (Basic Law) 
often react quite aggressively to the bare dis-
cussion of relevant questions concerning di-
rect democracy; moreover, it explains their 
lacking readiness to admit a matter-of-fact 
discussion and argumentation. The defend-
ers of the status quo engage in fi erce rear-
guard battles and seek to declare the relevant 
questions a taboo (thus withdrawing from 
each discussion), as they always do if dog-
mas are to be broken open and dogmatism is 
to be overcome. Thus, they fully agree with 
the dominant political class. The argument 
between representative and direct democracy 
is defi nitely about power and infl uence. 

Direct democracy allows a much better 
control of the political class and shifts the dis-
tribution of power to the people, i.e. it with-
draws the monopoly of political power and 

thus a part of the political infl uence from the 
former ruling powers.”

Today, 10 years after the publication of the 
book, these remarks haven’t lost any of their 
relevance. On the contrary, considering to-
day’s problems and tasks it is obvious that 
going on with this closed society will cer-
tainly lead into the wrong direction. It is high 
time for the society to open up, to permit real 
discussions, to do away with the past dogmas 
and work on the structure of a German de-
mocracy. Germany must become democrat-
ic. •
* “Res publica res populi. Grundlegung einer Allge-

meinen Republiklehre. Ein Beitrag zur Freiheits- 
, Rechts- und Staatslehre», 1. Aufl age 1994, ISBN 
978-3428081240

** Vom schönen Schein der Demokratie. Politik ohne 
Verantwortung – am Volk vorbei», 2000, ISBN 3-
426-27204-0; «Das System. Die Machenschaften 
der Macht», 2001, ISBN 3-426-27222-9

Translation Current Concerns

Germany Must Become Democratic
by Karl Mueller, Germany

The parties’ policy monopoly is 
nothing but oligarchy dominat-

ing the people 

“The actual policy monopoly of the 
parties’ oligarchy is not a ‘formation 
of the political will of the people’, in 
which ‘the political parties shall partic-
ipate’ (article 21 of the Basic Law (GG) 
on the task of political parties), but 
the dominance of an oligarchy over the 
people. To legitimize this will force us 
to reduce the general freedom of the 
citizens political activity to form their 
will autonomously – protected by art. 
2 par. 1 GG – to the general freedom 
of action of the subjects in a liberalis-
tic sense. […] 

Those who interpret the constitu-
tion are by no means entitled to put 
freedom and the republic at the mercy 
of the parties.”

Karl Albrecht Schachtschneider. 
Res publica res  populi, p. 594f.
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More than most other pieces of art, the paint-
ings of Albert Anker (1831-1910) have al-
ways been viewed with greatest esteem by 
the Swiss population – with good reason. 
They have been integrated into our cultur-
al memory. The excellent and representative 
exhibition of important paintings, drawings, 
watercolors and faïence demonstrates why 
this is the case. With his psychological real-
ism, Anker is both a traditional and a mod-
ern painter. At the same time the exhibition 
illustrates the great social achievements of 
our ancestors towards the construction of the 
Swiss federal state and our national econo-
my, both of which deserve greater support. 
On the occasion of previous exhibitions, 
“Zeit-Fragen” has acknowledged the artist 
in this sense, before. 

At the beginning of the Industrial Age and 
during the construction of the young Swiss 
federal state around 1848, the great Swiss 
artist empathetically captured peoples’ eve-
ryday lives. Like a good documentary pho-
tographer, he directed his attention to the 
fine interaction between humans, the cus-
tomary and cultural forms of everyday life 
and to social-historical processes. His pic-
tures of rural life, of work in the communi-
ties, of the buildup of a primary school sys-
tem, his images of children, his works on 
the bourgeois and urban background, and 
his great paintings on the social and human-
itarian traditions of Switzerland represent a 
substantial cultural treasure.

It deserves praise that museums and art 
collectors like former Federal Councilor 
Dr Christoph Blocher have been able to pur-
chase works of Albert Anker (and other im-
portant Swiss painters), thus preserving cul-
tural values for Switzerland. Anker’s oeuvre’s 
reception shows that more and more of his 
human and social historical dimension and 
actuality is understood. At auctions, his paint-
ings obtain highest prices; they are especial-
ly wanted in Asia. Anker exhibitions in Japan 
turned out a huge success.

Rooted in his village, in democratic  
interaction and open to the world

Albert Anker was born in 1831 in Ins in the 
lake country around Berne close to French 
Switzerland. His father was appointed can-
tonal veterinarian for Neuenburg where the 
family lived until 1852. Later, after studying 
Theology and after studies abroad, the art-
ist returned to his father’s house in rural Ins, 
where he created most of his works. 

All his works show that Anker and his 
family were deeply connected with the rural 
population. It was there that he found his sub-
jects and his themes. The people were also 
visiting their painter and co-citizen for ad-
vice and comfort. His representations of the 
people and social themes show that he had a 
comprehensive humanistic and cultural edu-
cation, a deep insight into human nature and 
was able to sympathize with his contemporar-
ies. The beholder of his paintings is touched 
emotionally and transported into the depict-
ed world. He was familiar with the bourgeois 
life and the urban milieu of Paris. He spent 
the winter months in Paris together with his 
family, as a faïence painter and was acquaint-
ed with the art scene there. Matthias Frehn-
er comments on this: Anker “knows how to 
sympathize with others. This empathy with 
individuals gives his representations of per-
sons a credibility which, beyond the condi-
tions of the time, still appeals to us and con-
vinces us today.”

The Industrial Age started to affect his ag-
riculturally formed home community of Ins 
in the Berne lake country. The painting “The 
Surveyor” of 1885 shows in a beautiful way 
how the village children attentively and inter-
estedly follow the novelty in the village – the 
surveys for the new railway between Berne 
and Neuenburg. With great efforts, many 
new state institutions like hospitals, universi-
ties and means of communication were creat-
ed in the new federal state. This development 
also included obligatory education in the pri-
mary and secondary school system. Earli-
er, in 1835, the compulsory primary school 
for girls and boys had been introduced in the 
canton of Berne, a great and hard-won so-
cial and political achievement for a direct de-
mocracy where each citizen is well educated 
and is integrated equally to be able to partici-
pate in all decisions. The goal was to secure a 
democratic society, solidarity and most of all 
social reconciliation for the people. In 1864, 
needlework (for the girls) and physical edu-
cation (for the boys) were introduced. Final-
ly, in 1874, a free-for-all and a non-confes-
sional primary education were incorporated 
in the Swiss federal constitution.

Switzerland has seen many periods of 
hardship. Anker’s paintings “Giving soup to 
the poor”, “The Geometer”, “Quarter Day”, 
“Tax Enforcement” or “Orphans of Nidwal-
den” also contain current social topics which 
show, in the way they are represented, human 
solidarity and dignity. Here, distress and 
squalor are shown. 

The artist’s oeuvre contains great treasures 
with connection to the present and has not 
yet fully been explored by art historians, in-
cluding his estimation for the great French re-
alist Gustave Corbet. Anker’s paintings, his 
humane subjects, his careful observation and 
representation of smallest details, his per-
fect rendition of material and liveliness, but 
also his cultural historical links – they all re-
sult in the timelessness and modernity of his 
art. In his article in the catalogue “Beautiful 
World”, Matthias Frehner compares the pic-
ture world of Albert Anker with the World of 
the Swiss author Johanna Spyri and recog-
nizes a modern poetical and psychological re-
alism in their works.

Anker’s up-to-date psychological,  
sociological and poetical realism

Both the exhibition in Berne and the cata-
logues demonstrate and emphasize that par-

ticularly today’s young people, with all their 
media and image consumption are very in-
terested in the humane true-to-life realism in 
Anker’s paintings. They are more interested 
in this kind of art than in the abstract paint-
ings which are presented to us as the real-
ly “modern” art. A detailed viewing of the 
“Community scrivener” e.g. leads young peo-
ple into the world of responsible leadership 
of a community where work was done pre-
cisely, but by handwriting and without elec-
tronic and technical aid. At his time, people 
liked the painting so much that Anker had to 
do it several times, with some variations. Par-
ticularly, Anker’s humane and social paint-
ings speak to the youth. Matthias Frehner, di-
rector of the Art Museum Berne, comments 
this in the introduction to the catalogue: “The 
young people of today do not have a problem 
with Anker, they are actually spontaneous-
ly delighted”, and he says that “ideologically 
it does not make a difference if children are 
dreaming on the green tiles of a stove” or if 
they navigate in a virtual image world. The 
decisive factor for a natural forming of the 
soul is a real human relationship and “being 
touched”. 

In her contributions to the catalogue, Isa-
belle Messerli excellently describes the “chil-
dren’s worlds” in the young federal state. For 
example, she points out the Zurich third grade 
reader by Thomas Ignaz Scherr of 1848: “It 
was a great injustice that in most places so 
little or nothing had been done to educate 
the farmers. Let us rejoice that, according to 
the laws of our country, the children of farm-
ers and day laborers receive the same prima-
ry education as the children of the noble and 
the rich.” 

Anker had a special interest in education; 
in his role as a politician he put forward  his 
concerns in the Council of Berne, as well. 
He had a particular love for children and 
youth. And, having studied theology and val-
uing the pedagogic of Rousseau, Fröbel and 
Pestalozzi, he also worked as a writer. “No 
other Swiss painter in Switzerland has ever 
dealt so intensively with the subject of chil-
dren at play and study as Albert Anker”, Is-
abelle Messerli writes, and it remains to be 
confirmed in comparison with the artists in 
other countries. 

In pedagogics, the child started to be con-
sidered and to be fostered as an independent, 

continued on page 7

Albert Anker – Close to the People, Close to Everyday Life  
and to the Common Good

Art Exhibition at the Art Museum in Berne on the Occasion of the 100th anniversary of Albert Anker’s death
by Urs Knoblauch, Culture Publicist, Fruthwilen, Switzerland

The little knitters, 1890. (picture taken from the book)

Giving soup to the poor II, 1893. (picture taken from the book: Albert Anker – Beautiful World)
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Budgeting in Times of Economic Downswing
ew. Even in wealthy Switzerland people can 
unexpectedly become redundant as a result 
of companies’ closures or illness, there are 
wage cuts, cuts or no cost-of-living allow-
ances. Without one’s fault the incomes do 
not cover spending any longer, bills cannot 
be paid, the family budget becomes imbal-
anced. There has been an enormous increase 
of debts in some countries due to the finan-
cial crisis, which is going to have an impact 
on salaries and pensions in the near future. 
However, also calamities such as separations 
or death can decrease one’s income.

Despite difficult times there is always 
scope to ‘take over control’, to contribute in-
dependently to secure one’s livelihood. Peo-
ple can mostly do a lot more than they be-
lieve they are able to; they can do various 
jobs themselves, they can produce goods and 
undertake minor repairs. We have lost many 
skills we used to take for granted.

Not only for the unemployed and those 
working short time but also for employed 
people this can be a source of relaxation and 
great enrichment. The younger generation ex-
periences exemplary activities in their leisure 
time while working on something together, 
something that could be valuable especially 
with regards to a less secure professional fu-
ture. If a child experiences how its parents 
are hammering, pottering around, sewing, 
gardening, doing something up, lending each 
other a hand and at the same time instructing 
and including the child appropriately, it may 
be the best prophylaxis for difficult times.

Practical work can be fulfilling not only 
in situations when people are in need

A friend has told me often about hammering, 
nailing and painting things with his grand-
father. The grandfather had been patient but 
also looked to the fact that the work turned out 
well. Afterwards they heated sausages in an 

old oven. He still recollects and draws on the 
atmosphere of this relationship, asks his col-
leagues or other craftsmen for advice and is 
able to think something over by himself, which 
saves him costs and gives him pleasure.

Many readers could add their own simi-
lar examples. It is good if you experience 
such things ‘passionately’ during times of no 
greater emergency. When required you can 
go back on it successfully.

I would like to tell you an example from 
my profession. When the first war of ag-
gression by NATO was waged on European 
soil, it became evident that this event would 
change our lives in the years to come. In 
1999, the Kosovo was attacked. Together 
with two other experienced teachers of home 
economics, I offered a fundamentals course 
in cooking, which was especially geared to 

adult women – there was one male partici-
pant – who neither in their family nor edu-
cation had had the opportunity to be system-
atically introduced to the fundamentals of 
cooking. Most participants had an academic 
degree and were successful in their profes-
sions, had shared a house with others, but 
they had a backlog in housekeeping.

During seven evening meetings, we intro-
duced the participants to various topics such 
as soups, flans (Wähe, a kind of pastry in Swit-
zerland), dishes made of various cereal prod-
ucts, potatoes, vegetables, fruit, milk and dairy 
products. It goes without saying that we made 
everything entirely ourselves and did not draw 
on semi-finished or finished products. In our 
team of three instructors we discussed the 
preparation of the course thoroughly and made 
sure that all fundamental techniques of cook-
ing, most kinds of dough etc were dealt with 
in practice, so that all participants could take 
along a comprising set of ‘tools’, which they 
could apply to many other dishes.

Inspired by our ‘success’ we offered on 
various dates a daylong course on preserving 
fruit and vegetables. Every possible way of 
preservation in the household was introduced 
and practiced. At the end of each day partic-
ipants took home a bag full of little bottles, 
bags or glasses, filled with jam, fruit poured 
hot into glasses or sterilised, or dried fruit, 
vegetable pickled in vinegar or oil, vegetable 
salts and tomato sugo (tomato sauce). Beau-
tifully labelled these self-made preserves em-
bellished store cupboards or became sensible 
and beautiful presents.

It is much to be hoped that there will be 
further rethinking in the field of housekeep-
ing. The so-called ‘Obli’ (an obligatory 
housekeeping course in secondary school) 
had been abolished in the course of budget 
costs, and it had to be re-introduced due to 
pressure from the population. I was pleased 
when I read in Zeitfragen No 21 that motions 
and interpellations about the promotion of 
lessons in housekeeping have been filed or 
are pending in various Kantons.  •

“It is much to be hoped that there will be further rethinking in the field of housekeeping. The so-called 
‘Obli’ (an obligatory housekeeping course in secondary school) had been abolished in the course of 

budget costs, and it had to be re-introduced due to pressure from the population.” (picture gbh)

Letter to the Editor

Why actually go to school? 
A few days ago I asked my pupils in the morn-
ing before starting work, why we came to-
gether or what the purpose of our daily meet-
ings was. The children were baffled somehow 
as the answer to my question seemed so clear. 
Or was there more than meets the eye behind 
this seemingly unusual question? 

I thought to myself that it is precisely this 
daily routine that we should perhaps all re-
view, scrutinise and jointly turn it over in our 
minds much more often. Anyway, the sugges-
tions came in fast: yes, learning – that is what 
we came together for. Answering my ques-
tion if that was all, they considered our in-
teraction to be an important topic, too. For, 
when you come to think of it, this also had 
to be learned. 

Meanwhile we were coming closer to 
the point. After all, we were a state primary 
school, not just a private school which par-
ents had to pay for with their hard-earned 
wads. Yes, a state school – a school for every-
one, paid for by everyone and thus made for 
everyone. A school in which anyone can – or 
must – learn and prepare for duties to come. 
A state school backed by and meant for eve-
ryone and in which therefore everyone must 
get on, nobody may get lost, everyone has to 
be involved, integrated and, of course, also to 
be faced with a challenge. 

After all, later in life – when we are grown 
up – everyone counts, everyone is needed in 
his or her proper place, wherever that may be, 
in the family, in the borough, in our nation, or 
even in the community of man. 

Actually, these ideas are all self-evident 
that may fade away if we do not integrate 
them as a matter of course into our daily life 
at school, in our families and in our boroughs. 
Laying this indispensable foundation – which 
we usually only become aware of when it is 
missing, when we offend against it – is defi-

nitely an important, yes, a basic function of 
education and of our schools. 

To give only a small example, which oc-
curs specially at the burgeoning of spring, 
when the snow has melted away and the 
grasses are still short: then, by the edge of the 
meadows, we find empty cans and remains of 
the garbage that people have thrown away in-
considerately, without thinking at all. Some-
one else will pick it up for me, they may have 
thought. We might also include other exam-
ples – the feeling: it’s all right as long as I 
get enough and everything is fine for me; or 
the thought: if I don’t do this (questionable) 
thing, then surely someone else will do it, so 
why not me? 

Here at the latest we, the teachers, have to 
ask ourselves how did it happen that the gen-
erations which went through our hands are 
complicit in this behaviour. It is not simply 
due to the egotism, the thoughtlessness, the 
greed of the individual that they behave in the 
described way. It is not only due to the lost 
values, the no longer existing social consen-
sus, not only due to globalisation functioning 
according to the maxim of increase in profits 
and thus hitting many of us where it hurts.

No – it may also be due to ourselves; 
we look away, we do not demand distinctly 
enough, we spend our days in a thoughtless 
and irresponsible way, we do not realise that 
education is not the only a task to fulfil but 
that we also act as a role-model. The more so 
if we are a public person, as is a pedagogue 
or a citizen with an official duty. This task ad-
heres to us, we should not try to get rid of it 
but accomplish it. 

And this is true not only for pedagogues 
but for everyone in the community, because 
in a community everyone counts.

Roland Güttinger, Schmidrüti/Switzerland

A three-decade analysis of prior research re-
veals that American college students are not 
quite as empathetic as they used to be.

“We found the biggest drop in empathy 
after the year 2000,” co-author Sara Konrath, 
a researcher at the University of Michigan In-
stitute for Social Research, said in a news re-
lease. “College kids today are about 40 per-
cent lower in empathy than their counterparts 
of 20 or 30 years ago, as measured by stand-
ard tests of this personality trait.”

Konrath and her colleagues presented their 
findings this week in Boston at the annual 
meeting of the Association for Psychologi-
cal Science.

A total of 72 studies conducted between 
1979 and 2009 were included in the current 
review.

The analysis indicated that relative to their 
late-1970s‘ counterparts, today’s college stu-
dents are less likely to make an effort to un-
derstand their friends’ perspectives or to feel 
tenderness or concern for the less fortunate.

“Many people see the current group of col-
lege students – sometimes called ‘Generation 
Me’ – as one of the most self-centered, nar-

cissistic, competitive, confident and individ-
ualistic in recent history,” observed Konrath, 
who is also affiliated with the psychiatry de-
partment at the University of Rochester.

“The increase in exposure to media dur-
ing this time period could be one factor,” she 
said. “Compared to 30 years ago, the average 
American now is exposed to three times as 
much nonwork-related information. In terms 
of media content, this generation of college 
students grew up with video games. And a 
growing body of research, including work 
done by my colleagues at Michigan, is estab-
lishing that exposure to violent media numbs 
people to the pain of others.”

Exposure to an increasingly hypercompeti-
tive social environment might also contribute 
towards the apparent trend, the authors noted, 
as could a shift towards maintaining friend-
ships online through social media sites, given 
that the ability to “tune out” and not respond 
when conversing online could translate into 
a learned behavior that in turn gets expressed 
face-to-face. •
Source: http://health.usnews.com/health-news/fami-
ly-health/brain-and-behavior/articles/2010/05/28

Today’s College Students  
More Likely to Lack Empathy

thinking and creative personality. All of An-
ker’s paintings of children and youths show 
them during cultural activities, which affirm 
children’s personalities, like writing, reading, 
doing calculations or being busy with activ-
ities around the house or needlework. With 
high pedagogic and psychological competen-
cy, Albert Anker composed writings on this 
topic, e.g. on the French-German language 
tuition or the development of children and 
youths. Against this backdrop, today’s devel-
opments towards centralization, commercial-
ization and the decline of education through 
reforms and “Bologna” university concepts 
look even more doubtful.

To schools and parents, we warmly recom-
mend a detailed occupation with this great 
Swiss artist, with the era of the construction 
of the federal state and a visit to the exhibi-

tion. Likewise, the Switzerland of today and 
the achievements of our ancestors deserve 
more positive appreciation.

The excellent exhibition in the Kunstmuse-
um Berne was compiled by Matthias Frehn-
er, Therese Bhattachary-Stettler and Isabelle 
Messerli. It can be visited until 5 September 
2010 and can then, in a modified form, be 
admired from 6 November 2010 to 6 March  
2011 in the Museum Oskar Reinhard at the 
Stadtgarten in Winterthur.

Both museums have their own valuable 
Anker collections. In cooperation with the 
Kunstmuseum Berne and the Stiftung Alber 
Anker – Haus Ins, the informative catalogue 
book “Albert Anker – Beautiful world” was 
complemented with the excellent book on the 
“Rural society and material culture in Albert 
Anker’s works (1831-1910)”. There, Anker’s 
inventory of images was further reviewed in 
the meaningful combination of various scien-
tific disciplines.  •

“Albert Anker – Close to the People …” 
continued from page 6
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thk. When Markus Somm started his presen-
tation about General Guisan, the vaulted hall 
in the historical Jegenstorf castle was packed 
to the last seat. Markus Somm is the biog-
rapher of Henri Guisan (“General Guisan – 
Widerstand nach Schweizer Art” [Resisting 
the Swiss way], 2010, ISBN 987-3-7272-1346-
5), he is an expert in Giusan as a person and 
his historical environment.

In his speech one got the same impression 
as when reading his book – his concern is 
not only to deal with an important chapter of 
Swiss history and its actors, but also to con-
template similarities with the present political 
reality. Switzerland, one of the few European 
countries not subject to the power construct 
EU, has to face ongoing attacks and pressure 
attempts; whether or not this is done by EU 
member state Germany under her own aus-
pices or those of her favourite allies, is an-
other matter. The task today just like then is 
to preserve the independence and, with that, 
freedom, direct democracy and neutrality, or 
in other words: the essence of Switzerland.

Today just like then, there are and have 
been actors in our country who pursue dif-
ferent plans regarding Switzerland and offer 
their services to those in power, be it for ideo-
logical, personal or economic reasons. Viewed 
form this angle, the book and the processes it 
describes are highly relevant today.

Apart from aptly portraying the present 
situation and General Guisan’s personality, 
Markus Somm also made some new histor-
ical discoveries, which had never been pub-
lished before in such clarity. In this process 
and due to his extensive research, he began to 
understand several things better, Somm ad-
mits. His great merit is to have portrayed the 
personality of General Guisan with all his ca-
pabilities, which were essential for his charis-
ma and achievements.

Swiss independence protected 
against Nazi-Germany

Henri Guisan met his responsibilities, which 
were conferred upon him by the Federal As-
sembly in most diffi cult times – Switzerland 
had been surrounded by the Fascist monster 
since summer 1940, an enemy who had prov-
en his military effectiveness in Blitz wars 
against Poland and France – and achieved 
the most important goal: to save Swiss inde-
pendence.

The darkest hour for Switzerland came 
with the capitulation of France. Nobody had 
foreseen that to happen a mere 6 weeks after 
the German invasion, not even Guisan him-
self. Switzerland had counted on French re-
sistance and therefore concentrated her pro-
tection efforts mainly in anticipation of an 
attack from the North.

On June 25th 1940, the day of French capit-
ulation, Federal President Pilet-Golaz made a 
speech about the new state of the nation. Peo-
ple differed widely in how they received and 
interpreted its content and attitude. However, 
in general it had a shattering effect, since it 

failed to appeal to the will to resist, but rath-
er urged the population to adjust to “given re-
alities”. Somm therefore argues: “A speech 
which is not typically Swiss.”

What is it that should be fought for?

According to Somm, Pilet-Golaz was no 
“Fascist in disguise”, or a “Hitler follower”; 
his problem was that Pilet-Golaz as the son of 
a French mother might have subconsciously 
projected France’s fate to Switzerland and this 
was implicitly transported in diction and tune 
of his speech. The effect was devastating, not 
only in what he said, but mainly in what he 
failed to say, namely to spell out what it was 
that should be protected (just like today): “In-
dependence, democracy, neutrality”.

“We are Swiss, and we will remain Swiss”

General Guisan realized that and was able to 
set an effective counterpoint in his legendary 
Rütli rapport three weeks later on July 15th. 
The wording of the speech has not been re-
corded, which according to Somm is some-
thing “typically Swiss”: There is no cult about 
anybody or anything – “Nobody knows, what 
exactly he said on this day that was so crucial 
for Switzerland”. However it did make an im-
pression: “Switzerland had changed.”

“Respect and modesty before the people”

“How did Henri Guisan succeed in doing 
this?” His qualities were based on his un-
conditional “commitment to freedom, to in-
dependence and therefore to Switzerland”. 
Guisan lived this “old tradition”. He was es-
sentially rooted in the nation through his 
“love of farming”, he was a farmer himself, 
and his “respect and modesty before the peo-
ple”, and this resulted in a trustful and stable 

relationship. Accounts of the inhabitants of 
Jegenstorf confi rm Guisan’s close association 
with the people. Long after he had pulled up 
stakes in the castle he kept in touch with the 
place of his former headquarter and the peo-
ple living there.

His clear commitment to Switzerland: “We 
are Swiss and will remain Swiss” made him 
a symbol of the will of the population. He 
lived this attitude and fi rm conviction, know-
ing what was to be protected, namely politi-
cal independence and therefore freedom. This 
was the power source of the unfaltering will 
not to give in to the dastard and inhumane 
fascism of German or Italian brand.

The awareness that self-sustained surviv-
al is possible

The concept of Reduit (retreat into the Alp 
fortress) was interpreted by Somm in a dual 
meaning. From the military point of view it 
was the only feasible strategy to face such an 
overwhelming superiority and render Swit-
zerland un-conquerable. On the other hand 
the Reduit had a great signifi cance for mo-
rale: “The awareness that self-sustained sur-
vival is possible.”

In order to appreciate Guisan’s poli-
tics and Switzerland’s situation correctly, 
Somm mentioned the fact that Switzerland 
did suffer from the British sea blockade im-

posed on the European continent after the 
German invasion into Poland. No mouse 
could get into Europe, let alone any vitally 
important goods. Negotiating in such a situ-
ation with a sense of proportion and vision, 
without surrendering the country’s freedom 
and independence, was indeed a high-wire 
stunt. Which almost nobody wants to dares 
doing today, as it seems. •

Independent and Subject to Nobody
Translating General Guisan’s attitude into the 21st century

One of the many letters sent to General Henri 
Guisan. Exhibited in Jegenstorf Castle, Switzer-

land. (picture thk)

From autumn 1944, General Henri Guisan had transferred his headquarters to Jegenstorf Castle. 
(picture thk)
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