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What the Unit-
ed States and their 
global corporations 
call “Free Trade 
Agreement” (TTIP) 
has been compared 
to NATO by former 
US-vice president 
Biden. It is meant 
to subject Europe to 
American econom-
ic domination and 
their interests. This 

has an inner and an outer goal:
•	 For	a	long	time,	the	Juncker clique in 

Brussels has been working on disman-
tling the nation states in Europe and 
on disempowering their parliaments in 
order to gain central power for the EU 

Commission. This is why the politbu-
ro in Brussels is negotiating in secret 
with	only	the	US,	excluding	the	nation	
states and even keeping things secret 
from them. This is in contradiction to 
the EU clause of subsidiarity and sov-
ereignty. But centralisation is Juncker’s 
main programme as has been demon-
strated in the financial crisis (from a 
competitive union to a union of liability 
and debt and from there to a financial 
union) and now in Poland in the EU 
intervention against the disempower-
ment of US agents in the Polish nation-
al broadcasting corporation. Brussels 
does not tolerate divergent opinions in 
governments or parliaments nor does it 
allow any restrictions of US influence 
in Europe on their part.

•	 Outwardly,	TTIP	 is	meant	 to	 start	 an	
economic war (just like NATO) of the 
US	economy	against	Russia	(sanctions,	
oil	embargo,	currency	war).	According	
to the Brzezinski	doctrine,	the	US	can	
only maintain their status as a super-
power if they keep their grip on Europe 
while Europe can only be controlled 
if the central power Germany is kept 
under control. This is not only political-
ly	true	(Atlanticists),	but	also	economi-
cally (the majority of DAX companies is 
controlled by the US). The plan is now 
that by means of TTIP the whole region 
be welded into a common Euro-Atlantic 
economic	region,	directed	against	Rus-
sia.

The US are using Volkswagen (VW) 
to test their TTIP power

by Professor Dr Eberhard Hamer

Eberhard Hamer  
(picture ma)

The German Association of Judges 
(Deutscher Richterbund, DRB)* rejects 
the proposal of the European Commission 
to establish an investment court within the 
framework of the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP). The DRB 
sees neither a legal basis nor a need for 
such a court.

The clearly implied assumption in the 
proposal for an International Investment 
Court that the courts of the EU Member 
States might fail to grant foreign investors 
effective	judicial	protection,	lacks	factu-
al basis. Should the negotiating partners 
have identified weaknesses in this area 
in	 individual	 EU	 Member	 States,	 these	
should be taken up with the national legis-
lature and clearly defined. It would then be 
up to the legislators and those responsible 
for the judiciary to provide remedy within 
the proven system of national and Europe-
an legal protection. Only in this way can 

the full legal rights to which any law-seek-
ing party in Germany and the European 
Union	is	entitled,	be	guaranteed.	The	crea-
tion of special courts for certain groups of 
litigants is the wrong way forward. 

Review in detail
The European Commission’s proposed 
Investment	Court	System	(ICS),	that	is	to	
be integrated into a system of mediation 
and	 consultation,	 would	 be	 responsible	
for claims relating to breaches of investor 
protection clauses included in the Treaty 
(Art.	1,	para.	1).	According	to	the	defini-
tion	in	the	proposed	text,	investments	ex-
tend	to	any	type	of	asset,	including	stocks,	
shares	in	companies,	intellectual	property	
rights,	movable	property	and	receivables	
(Chapter	II,	Definition	x2).	The	legal	pro-
tection	of	 investment	 thus	extends	from	
civil law through to general administra-
tive	 law	 and	 social	 and	 tax	 legislation.	
The Commission’s proposal would mean 
that an ICS would obtain a judicial com-
petence in these areas in order to ensure 
comprehensive	protection	of	the	investor,	
who should be able to resort to ICS when 

incurring losses through a breach of inves-
tor protection rights (Art. 1 para. 1).

Missing legislative competence
The German Association of Judges has seri-
ous doubts whether the European Union has 
the competence to institute an Investment 
Court. The establishment of an ICS would 
oblige the European Union and the Mem-
ber	States,	upon	the	conclusion	of	an	agree-
ment,	to	submit	to	the	jurisdiction	of	an	ICS	
and the application of certain international 
procedures chosen by the claimants (Art. 6 
para.	5,	2;	Art.	7	para.	1).	The	decisions	of	
the ICS would be binding (Art. 30 para. 1).

An ICS would not only limit the legisla-
tive powers of the Union and the Member 
States;	it	would	also	alter	the	established	
court system within the Member States and 
the European Union. In the opinion of the 
German	Association	of	Judges,	there	is	no	
legal basis for such a change by the Union. 
As the European Court stated in its Opinion 
1/09	of	8	March	2011	on	the	establishment	
of	 a	 European	 Patent	 Court,	 the	 Union	

German Association of Judges rejects  
to establish an Investment Court System for TTIP

* The German Association of Judges (DRB) is the 
largest professional organisation of judges of all 
kinds of courts and public prosecuters in Ger-
many. The DRB is a member organisation of the 
International Association of Judges.

continued on page 2
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”The US are using Volkswagen …” 
continued from page 1

This seizure of power over Europe by 
means of economy politics and commer-
cial law with the help of TTIP is accom-
panied with attacks on economic strong-
holds,	mainly	in	Germany,	which	are	not	
yet controlled by the US. The main target 
is currently Volkswagen.

Twice General Motors has attempt-
ed to take over “the fat VW” by means 
of unlimited Fed credits. The first time 
they were beaten by the Porsche fami-
ly,	the	second	time	their	lawsuit	against	
Lower	Saxony	Law	at	VW	(stipulating	a	
vetoing power) was rejected. Now they 
are	trying	to	bleed	VW	for	a	third	time,	
through US lawyers and administrations 
commissioned by them. The goal is to 
weaken	VW,	to	make	it	cheap,	in	order	
to be able to take it over for a lower 
price.

Were VW to try a reciprocal coup in the 
US,	the	US	government	would	immediate-
ly intervene and declare the transaction a 
violation of national security. The real cur-
rent VW scandal is that the German gov-
ernment	is	not	backing	VW,	that	it	is	ob-
viously more loyal to the US power than 
to the over a hundred thousand VW em-
ployees.

If we allow the Americans to destroy 
VW in favour of the two American com-
petitors Ford and Opel	(General	Motors),	
Germany will lose one of its economic bea-
cons,	not	only	on	the	national	but	also	on	
the international level. This illustrates what 
the US will undertake also against the oth-
ers of our corporations and know-how mo-
nopolists,	with	the	help	of	US	law	installed	
in Germany through TTIP.

And thus it is not surprising that a gov-
ernment that keeps silent about the de-
struction of VW also tolerates and even 
supports the seizure of power of the Ger-

man economy by US corporations. A de-
struction campaign like the one the US has 
launched against VW would be inconceiv-
able conversely for Germans in America – 
and it would not be tolerated by any US 
government or any Congress. This dem-
onstrates again the worth of a contract 
between a powerful (the US) and a pow-
erless partner (EU) if it is negotiated be-
tween a global power on the one side and 
its puppet officials on the other (EU Com-
mission) and if the officials of the employ-
ers’ association pursue their corporations’ 
interests,	against	the	majority	of	their	me-
dium-sized member companies.

The importance of the US econom-
ic seizure of power over Europe for the 
US president is demonstrated by Obama’s 
plan to visit the Hanover Fair in order to 
“align politics and economy in favour of 
TTIP.” •

(Translation Current Concerns)

”German Association of Judges …” 
continued from page 1

maintains “a complete system of legal rem-
edies and procedures designed to ensure re-
view of the legality of acts of the institu-
tions	(para.	70)”.	Like	the	proposed	Patent	
Court	that	was	then	being	assessed,	the	ICS	
would be a court which would be “outside 
the institutional and judicial framework of 
the	European	Union”	(para.	71).	

Like	the	Patent	Court,	it	would	be	“an	
organisation with a distinct legal person-
ality under international law”. It is clear 
that if a decision of the ICS were to be in 
breach	of	European	Union	law,	that	deci-
sion could not be the subject of “infringe-
ment proceedings nor could it give rise to 
any financial liability on the part of one 
or more Member States’’ (para. 88). Con-
sequently,	an	ICS	would	“deprive	courts	
of Member States of their powers in rela-
tion to the interpretation and application 
of European Union law and the Court of 
its	powers	to	reply,	by	preliminary	ruling,	
to	questions	referred	by	those	courts	and,	
consequently,	 would	 alter	 the	 essential	
character of the powers which the Trea-
ties confer on the institutions of the Euro-
pean Union and on the Member States and 
which are indispensable to the preserva-
tion of the very nature of European Union 
law” (para. 89).

The German Association of Judges-
sees no need for the establishment of a 
special court for investors. The Member 
States	are	all	constitutional	states,	which	

provide and guarantee access to justice in 
all areas where the state has jurisdiction to 
all law-seeking parties. It is for the Mem-
ber States to ensure access to justice for all 
and to ensure feasible access for foreign 
investors,	by	providing	the	courts	with	the	
relevant	resources.	Hence,	the	establish-
ment of an ICS is the wrong way to guar-
antee legal certainty.

In	addition,	the	German	Association	of	
Judges calls on the German and European 
legislators to significantly curb recourse 
to arbitration within the framework of the 
protection of international investors.

Independence of judges
Neither the proposed procedure for the ap-
pointment of judges of the ICS nor their 
position meet the international require-
ments for the independence of courts. As 
such,	the	ICS	emerges	not	as	an	interna-
tional	 court,	 but	 rather	 as	 a	 permanent	
court of arbitration.

The Magna Carta of Judges of the  
Consultative Council of European Judg-
es	(CCJE)	of	17	November	2010	(CCJE	
(2010/3)	calls	for	the	legally	secured	inde-
pendence of judges in professional and fi-
nancial terms (para. 3). Decisions on their 
selection,	appointment	and	career	must	be	
based on objective criteria and be taken in 
such a way as to ensure the independence 
(para. 5). The ICS meets neither criteri-
on. The decisions to be taken by the ICS 
would not only relate to questions of civil 
law,	but	administrative,	labour,	social	and	
fiscal law would also significantly come 
into play. Selecting the judges of the ICS 

from	the	group	of	experts	in	public	inter-
national law and international investment 
law	with	experience	in	the	resolution	of	
international commercial disputes (Art. 9 
para. 4) considerably narrows down the 
pool of candidates and sets aside the in-
dispensable	expertise	in	each	relevant	na-
tional sectoral legislation. The pool of 
judges will be limited to the circle of per-
sons already professionally predominantly 
engaged in international arbitration. This 
impression is reinforced by the fact that 
the selection process is not yet outlined 
in	detail.	Nevertheless,	it	will	depend	on	
the independence of the selection com-
mittee and its distance from the interna-
tional	arbitration	to	what	extent	a	top	se-
lection of national lawyers with specialist 
knowledge of the relevant fields of law is 
ensured.	So	far	at	least,	this	is	in	no	way	
guaranteed.

In	addition,	a	term	of	office	of	six	years	
with the possibility of a further term of of-
fice,	a	monthly	base	salary	(“retainer	fee”)	
of	approximately	2,000	euro	for	the	judg-
es	of	first	instance	and	7,000	euro	for	those	
serving	on	the	Appeal	Tribunal,	plus	an	ex-
pense allowance in the event of actual ser-
vice	(Art.	9	para.	12	and	Art.	10	para.	12)	
cast doubt on whether the criteria for the 
technical and financial independence of 
judges of an international court are fulfilled.
Source: DRB-Opinion No. 04/16, February 2016;	
www.statewatch.org
documents: commission draft text – investment: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2015/sep-
tember/tradoc_153807.pdf

(Translation statewatch.org/Current Concerns)
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ef. Every person who is killed, is one too 
many. The majority of citizens in West-
ern countries does not want war. In a 
time where wars are fought without end, 
where international law and internation-
al humanitarian law are constantly being 
trampled on and ignored, the present 
study ‘Body Count – Casualty Figures 
after 10 years “War on Terror”; Iraq – 
Afghanistan – Pakistan’ the International 
Physicians against Nuclear War, IPPNW 
(German, US and Canadian section) is 
urgently needed and a milestone. It is also 
urgently needed in order to oppose the in-
difference of warring states regarding the 
number of human victims and to help the 
decision-makers of politics and civil so-
ciety to claim the right and justice for the 
crimes committed. It is the world’s first 
meta-analysis that evaluates the major 
surveys and aggregates its results.

The study, which was published in Sep-
tember last year in the first international 
edition in German (English edition March 
2015), has revealed that by 2013 the actual 
number of deaths, resulting from the “war 
on terror”, is almost ten times as high as 
previously known. With great honesty and 
under appreciation of the previously avail-
able sources and studies and with numer-

ous other sources, the authors, Joachim 
Guilliard, Lühr Henken and Knut Mellen-
thin wrote a well prepared documentation 
on the true loss of human lives as a result 
of wars that were carried out since 2001 
in the name of the “war on terror”. They 
prove that the total number of victims of 
the wars in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq 
is drastically underestimated in most pub-
lic representations. In fact, the death toll 
is well over one million. After 10 years of 
war in Iraq, the death toll has reached one 
million. The actual death toll in Afghani-
stan is 220,000, in Pakistan it is approx-
imately 80,000. This appalling extent of 
these deaths must urgently be perceived by 
the public and also widely discussed. This 
even more, since the human costs of war 
are not known to either the population or 
to the decision-makers.

At the same time, the reader of this 
study is taken along in the trouble to come 
to reliable statements. The sources are 
very heterogeneous and the statistical in-
tervals for relevant studies are very wide.

In the following we publish the pref-
ace to the study by Hans-Christof von  
Sponeck, former UN coordinator for Iraq.

The U.S.-led Multinational Force (MNA) 
in	Iraq,	the	NATO	International Securi-
ty Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghan-
istan and the U.S. Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF-A),	also	in	Afghanistan,	
have carefully kept a running total of fa-
talities	they	have	suffered.	However,	the	
military’s only interest has been in count-
ing	“their”	bodies:	4,804	MNA	soldiers	
have	died	 in	 Iraq	between	March	2003	
and	February	2012,	the	date	when	the	U.S.	
body counting stopped. As of early end 
2014,	3,485	ISAF	and	OEF	soldiers	have	
lost	their	lives	in	Afghanistan	since	2001.

2	

Since U.S. and other foreign military 
boots are only intermittently and secretly 
on	the	ground	in	Pakistan,	mainly	in	the	
northern	 tribal	areas,	 there	are	no	body	
count statistics for coalition force casual-
ties available for Pakistan. 

The picture of physically wounded mil-
itary personnel for both war theatres is in- 
complete. Only the U.S. military is iden-
tified: 
(a)	32,223	were	wounded	during	the	2003	

Iraq	invasion	and	its	aftermath,	and
(b)	 until	 November	 2014	 20,040	 were	

wounded in Afghanistan.2

3 

No figures are known for mental disor-
ders involving military personnel who 

have	been	deployed	in	Iraq,	Afghanistan	
and Pakistan. 

Officially	 ignored	 are	 casualties,	 in-
jured	 or	 killed,	 involving	 enemy	 com-
batants	and	civilians.34	This,	of	course,	
comes as no surprise. It is not an over-
sight but a deliberate omission. The U.S. 
authorities have kept no known records of 
such deaths.4 This would have destroyed 
the arguments that freeing Iraq by mili-
tary	force	from	a	dictatorship,	removing	
Al-Qaeda from Afghanistan and eliminat-
ing safe-havens for terrorists in Pakistan’s 
tribal areas has prevented terrorism from 
reaching	 the	 U.S.	 homeland,	 improved	
global security and advanced human 
rights,	all	at	“defendable”	costs.5 

However,	 facts	 are	 indeed	 stubborn.	
Governments and civil society know now 
that on all counts these assertions have 
proved to be preposterously false. Military 

“An important contribution  
to peace-building measures”

Preface to the first international edition of the “Body Count – the number of victims 
after 10 years ‘War on Terror’; Iraq – Afghanistan – Pakistan” (March 2015)

by Dr h.c. Hans-Christof von Sponeck, former Deputy UN Secretary-General*

International edition: www.ippnw.de/com-
monFiles/pdfs/Frieden/Body_Count_ first_

international_edition_2015_final.pdf
The report can be ordered also directly from 

IPPNW.

“As the authors of Body Count point 
out […] it has been politically impor-
tant to downplay Allied forces’ respon-
sibility for the massive carnage and de-
struction in the region. It has been 
similarly essential for U.S. policymak-
ers to hide from view the trillions of 
dollars expended since 2001, lest rec-
ognition of these costs contribute to 
war-weariness among the Western do-
mestic populations. 

A politically useful option for U.S. 
political elites has been to attribute the 
on-going violence to internecine con-
flicts of various types, including his-
torical religious animosities, as if the 
resurgence and brutality of such con-
flicts is unrelated to the destabilization 
caused by decades of outside military 
intervention.” 

Source: Robert M. Gould, PSR, Tim  
Takaro, PGS: Body Count, Foreword by 

Physicians for Social Responsibility (USA) 
and Physicians for Global Survival  

(Canada)

* Dr h.c. Hans-C. von Sponeck, UN Assistant 
Secretary General & UN Humanitarian Coordi-
nator	for	Iraq	(1998–2000);	UN	Resident	Coor-
dinator for Pakistan (1988–94) covering also 
Afghanistan. 

The estimate of the casualty figures 
conducted in this study also shows that 
the much-praised precision weapons 
do not alter the high percentage of ci-
vilians killed in war or dying as an indi-
rect consequence.

Jens Wagner: Body Count, Introdution 
by the editor
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battles have been won in Iraq and Afghani-
stan but at enormous costs to human secu-
rity and trust among nations. One must not 
forget the financial costs.6

7	

The	21st century 
has seen a loss of innocent civilian life at 
an	unprecedented	scale,	especially	in	Iraq,	
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Nobody should 
even dare to ask the question whether it 
was worth it! As independent U.S. journal-
ist Nir Rosen	noted,	“the	hundreds	of	thou-
sands	of	dead	Iraqis	are	not	better	off,	[…]	
the children who lost their fathers aren’t 
better	off,	[…]	the	hundreds	and	thousands	
of refugees are not better off.”7

8 

The IPPNW Body Count publication 
must be seen as a significant contribution 
to narrowing the gap between reliable esti-
mates	of	victims	of	war,	especially	civilians	
in	Iraq,	Afghanistan	and	Pakistan	and	ten-
dentious,	manipulated	or	even	fraudulent	
accounts. These have in the past blurred the 
picture of the magnitude of death and des-
titution in these three countries. Subjective 
and pre-conceived re- porting certainly is a 
serious matter. This includes the dissemi-
nation of deliberately falsified information. 
In	the	context	of	the	Iraq	and	Afghanistan	

wars,	there	are	many	examples	of	manipu-
lated “facts.” The U.S. Department of De-
fense’s	shortlived	(2001/02)	Office	of	Stra-
tegic	Influence	(OSI)	is	one	stark	example	
of government-generated mis- and dis-in-
formation meant to influence public opin-
ion in supporting its Iraq policies.

9 

With this publication the public be-
comes aware of how difficult it has been 
to grasp the real dimensions of these 
wars and how rare independent and non-
partisan casualty assessments have been. 
For governments and inter-governmen-
tal	 organizations,	 the	 IPPNW	 review	
represents a powerful aide mémoire of 
their legal and moral responsibility to 

hold perpetrators accountable. What is 
reflected in the IPPNW study is not for 
the	history	books	alone,	but	much	more	
significant it is a plea for justice to pre-
vail. 

Without the credible information con-
tained in the IPPNW Body Count publi-
cation it would be even more difficult to 
seek redress and justice. As the picture be-
comes clearer thanks to organizations such 
as	IPPNW	about	dead,	wounded,	trauma-
tized,	tortured,	poisoned	(due	to	depleted	
uranium	and	white	phosphorus),	dislocated	
and	impoverished	civilians,	accountability	
for the crimes committed is more and more 
within reach. Winning the battle over the 
integrity	of	information,	it	must	be	stressed,	
unequivocally constitutes a prerequisite for 
a dangerously overdue debate. Global lead-
ers in governments and in the United Na-
tions can no longer escape from an open 
and	intensive	reflection,	together	with	civil	
society,	on	the	origins	of	recent	conflicts.	
The public conscience is not willing to 
accept further procrastination. People on 
every	continent,	especially	the	young	who	
are	the	involuntary	inheritors	of	conflict,	in-
sist on actions for peace. Nothing less! 

IPPNW’s timely Body Count publica-
tion is evidence of its unrelenting com-
mitment to “ending war and to address-
ing	the	causes	of	armed	conflict”	and,	as	
such,	an	important	contribution	to	actions	
for peace. •
1 See Casualities.org: Iraq Coalition Casualty 

Count, available at http://icasualties.org/.
2 See Breitbart Newsletter http://www.breitbart.

com/national-security/2014/11/11/over-20k- 
soldiers-wounded-in-afghan-war-theater/

3	 In	2011,	the	Brussels Tribunal (BT) convened an 
international conference in Ghent (Belgium) on 
Iraqi academia. It revealed that 449 academics 
had been murdered since the U.S./UK invasion 
in	2003.	Neither	the	occupation	authorities	nor	
the government of Iraq carried out an investiga-
tion of these crimes.

4  Former U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld in his memoirs Known and Unknown (Pen-
guin	Books,	2011)	refers	to	Iraqi	death	squads	
and sectarianism as causes of civilian casual-
ties.	This	is	not	wrong.	He	omits,	however,	any	
reference to U.S. or coalition contributions to 
the death of Iraqi civilians.

5 Former U.S. President George W. Bush con-
cluded in his memoirs Decision Points (Virginia 
Books,	2010):	“I	did	not	see	how	anyone	could	
deny that liberating Iraq advanced the cause of 
human rights.”

6 Joseph E. Stiglitz, winner	of	the	2011	Nobel	
Prize	in	Economics,	and	Linda J. Bilmes 
pointed	out	in	2008	that	before	the	Iraq	inva-
sion,	U.S.	authorities	assumed	a	cost	of	$50	
billion.	Their	own	estimate	came	to	$3	tril-
lion,	a	figure	which	today	is	considered	too	low	
and	likely	to	be	exceeded	when	final	accounts	
are available. See Joseph E. Stiglitz & Linda 
J.	Bilmes,	The Three Trillion Dollar War: The 
True Cost of the Iraq Conflict,	Norton,	2008.	

7 Nir	Rosen, Following the Bloodshed of America’s 
Wars in the Muslim World.	Nation	Books.	2010

8 Joachim Guilliard reminds us that many oppo-
nents	of	war	are	not	interested	in	the	exact-
ness	of	reported	casualty	data.	Any	fatality,	
they	argue,	due	to	war	is	one	too	many.	Guil-
liard,	however,	makes	the	important	point	that	
reported numbers of deaths carry with it the 
political weight of how serious a conflict is per-
ceived to be. Knut Mellenthin provides infor-
mation that drone casualties in Pakistan’s tribal 
areas had much to do with aimless attacks often 
facilitated by hired local CIA informants. And 
Lühr Henken puts the word Taliban in quotation 
marks.	Rightly	so,	since	both	Afghan	and	Paki-
stani villagers protesting against corruption and 
the lack of development in their communities 
are frequently conveniently labeled as “terror-
ists” or “Taliban” to justify failed operations. 

Source: Body Count – Casualty Figures after 10 
Years of the “War on Terror”, Iraq – Afghani-
stan – Pakistan. First international edition (March 
2015)

Publishers: International Physicians for the Pre-
vention	of	Nuclear	War,	IPPNW/Physicians	for	So-
cial	Responsibility,	PSR	(German	Section),	Ber-
lin	–	Physicians	for	Social	Responsibility,	PSR	(US	
Section),	Washington	DC	–	Physicians	for	Global	
Survival,	PGS	(Canadian	Section),	Ottawa

“Similarly, the Vietnam war’s conse-
quent political destabilization of the 
region, associated with the rise of the 
horrific Khmer Rouge regime in Cam-
bodia, is reminiscent of the recent 
“post-war” destabilization in Iraq and 
neighbors that has been conducive 
to the rise of brutal Caliphate “wan-
nabes” such as ISIS that is now terroriz-
ing the region, with often brutal aeriel 
and ground responses by U.S., Canadi-
an and local forces. “
Source: Robert M. Gould, PSR, Tim Taka-
ro, PGS: Body Count, Foreword by Physi-
cians for Social Responsibility (USA) and 
Physicians for Global Survival (Canada)

“We [the West] wiped out everything 
from Mali to Afghanistan.”

 Willy Wimmer

Economics Nobel Prize laureate Joseph 
E. Stiglitz, calculates in his book “The 
Three Trillion Dollar War: The True Cost 
of the Iraq Conflict” (2008) that the 
costs of just the Iraq invasion amount 
to about $3 trillion: This is sixty-fold of 
what the Bush administration had orig-
inally budgeted for in Congress. The 
damage brought about in Iraq is not 
included therein.
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Multipolar World Against War 
An Urgent Call for a Multipolar Coalition for Peace

The following urgent call is the result of 
international cooperation of the peace 
movement from several European coun-
tries and from overseas.

The text has been translated into sev-
eral European and non-European lan-
guages. There is a short version and an 
extended version is also available. It has 
already been signed by more than 100 
personalities and organizations from 
all over the world. You can find the list 
of the signatories, the different transla-
tions, and more information on the web-
site (http://multipolar-world-against-
war.org). You can also sign the call there.

Our world stands at a critical and dan-
gerous juncture. The destructive policy 
of unilateral military intervention and 
illegal regime change practiced by the 
United States and its allies has led to 
the possibility of a military confronta-
tion between major world powers and 
nuclear-armed nations that could trig-
ger a new World War.

This is an urgent call to all nations, 
organizations and individuals world-
wide, to join together in forming a 
global coalition that seeks to avert dis-
aster by strengthening Multipolar co-
operation, peaceful diplomacy and in-
ternational law, while categorically 
rejecting interventionism and unilat-
eral aggression.

The world has arrived at this point 
because of reckless foreign policy, 
gross human rights violations and 
the wanton destruction of entire cul-
tures. Since the end of the Cold War, 
the U.S.’s latest aggressive policy shift 
was enshrined in a PNAC (Project for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership) document 
published in September 2000 entitled, 
“Rebuilding America’s Defenses: Strat-
egy, Forces and Resources For a New 
Century,” where they revealingly de-
termined that:

“… If an American peace is to be 
maintained and expanded, it must 
have a secure foundation on unques-
tioned U.S. military preeminence ….”

Under the media guise of “The War 
on Terror“, “WMD’s“ or “Humanitari-
anism“, the U.S. (together with its al-
lies) presently executes this overtly 
imperialist doctrine through the ex-
pansion of NATO, the launching of 
multiple wars for control of foreign 
resources, and the establishment of 
hundreds of military bases overseas. 
It overthrows non- compliant heads -
of -state through the use of unsanc-
tioned military force or color revolu-
tions. It contaminates entire regions 
with cancer-causing depleted urani-
um munitions. It justifies the use of 
torture, electronic surveillance, killer 
drones, cyber warfare, and the roll-
ing back of domestic civil liberties – 
while whistleblowers that expose 

these crimes are threatened and crim-
inalized.

Even economic warfare in the form 
of sanctions, vulture capitalism, IMF-
imposed austerity, secretly negotiat-
ed trade deals like TTIP, and financial 
manipulation is unleashed against its 
enemies – and even its allies – forcing 
them into submission.

Dangerous Flashpoints
Is the world safer? What are the results 
of these unilateral actions? The prom-
ises of increased democracy, national 
security and economic well-being from 
Western intervention has only left a 
deadly legacy of failed states and dis-
astrous outcomes. Furthermore, this 
unilateral policy is now targeting Rus-
sia and China, exposing humanity to 
the risk of global thermonuclear war.

In East Asia, Washington has 
deemed China’s dynamic rise as a stra-
tegic threat to U.S. interests, and has 
responded militarily by agitating and 
encircling China, while inflaming ter-
ritorial disputes with its neighbors. At 
the same time, neo- liberal free  trade 
agreements negotiated in secret like 
TPP are being implemented to coun-
ter China’s economic influence, while 
enabling corporations to keep work-
ers exploited, environmental protec-
tions sidelined, and entire nations 
powerless.

Meanwhile, the U.S. and NATO are 
backing a corrupt regime with Nazi ties 
in Ukraine that they put into power 
through a violent coup. The regime’s 
repressive policies sparked a civil war 
that created more than a million ref-
ugees, prompting Crimean residents 
against the coup to rejoin Russia in a 
referendum. Though more than 90% 
of Crimeans voted in favor of reunifi-
cation, the Western powers and the 
media accused Russia of interference, 
choosing to apply tough economic 
sanctions, and to station NATO mili-
tary personnel and weapons directly 
on Russia’s borders. The West is even 
considering the European redeploy-
ment of nuclear weapons to “counter 
the Russian threat“. Does this make the 
world safer?

In Syria, the U.S. /NATO/Gulf Coa-
lition is illegally waging a dual cam-
paign of fighting terrorism and 
regime change simultaneously, de-
manding that yet another elected 
head- of- state step down. Howev-
er, this U.S.- led Coalition is support-
ing extremist mercenaries with strong 
links to Al Qaeda and ISIS   whom they 
dub “the moderate opposition“ to 
bring down the Syrian government. 
So while they officially condemn ter-
rorism and pledge to fight it, they 
continue to train, fund, arm, and sup-

port the very groups they say they are 
fighting.

Worse still, the U.S.- led Coalition, 
 illegally operating without a UN man-
date and no permission from the Syr-
ian government,  is operating with a 
separate agenda in the same theater 
as the legally- mandated Syria/Russia/
Iran Coalition has overwhelming sup-
port from the Syrian people who fear 
for their lives. Instead of joining forces 
against terrorism, the West is inflam-
ing the crisis through belligerent rhet-
oric, dangerous provocations and the 
flagrant disregard of international law. 
Does this make the world safer?

Media as a Tool for War
The role of the media in promoting 
these wars and destructive policies can-
not be overstated. Whether demoniz-
ing a leader, a religion, or an entire na-
tion, – the Western media chooses to 
echo Western talking points to scare 
the public into supporting war, rath-
er than reporting on the facts. Politi-
cally motivated criticism is used to dis-
credit and undermine Russia and Syria 
for “actually“ fighting terrorism or le-
gally defending their own borders. Du-
bious accusations are regularly leveled 
at Russia and its president without any 
evidence, while Western media outlets 
legitimize these often debunked claims 
– further distorting the reality. Thus, 
Russia is often portrayed as a threat 
equal to ISIS!

However, it must not be forgotten 
who demonized Saddam Hussein and 
Muammar Gaddafi, who actually creat-
ed the chaos that engulfs Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Nigeria, Libya, Yemen, Syria, and 
Ukraine, and who continues to threat-
en other nations – including Russia, 
China and Iran. Against the backdrop 
of escalating ecological crises, extreme 
poverty and increasing social and re-
ligious tensions, this extremely dan-
gerous foreign policy pursued by the 
West and its media is creating more 
terrorists, more victims, more refu-
gees, more poverty and more destabi-
lization – bringing the world ever clos-
er to the brink of disaster.

There is an Alternative
The time has come to counter this 
grave threat to humanity. Respect 
must be restored to the principles of 
sovereignty, self-determination and 
non-interventionism – and the ad-
herence to international law must be 
paramount. Though most nations re-
spect this, Russia and China are the 
major world powers that support the 
concept of Multipolarity, and act as a 
global counter balance to Western he-

continued on page 6
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gemony. Whatever domestic issues 
they may have, their cooperative ap-
proach is supported by the majority 
of nations, by global alliances such as 
the Non -Aligned Movement, the G77 
or the SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization), and by the Latin American 
alliances (UNASUR, ALBA and CELAC).

Moreover, these Multipolar nations 
are providing alternatives to Western- 
controlled institutions and their neo -
colonial practices. Their multilateral 
institutions and development projects 
such as the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, South Africa), the AIIB, and the 
massive “New Silk Road“ Eurasian de-
velopment project are rooted in non-
interventionism and mutual respect. 
In sharp contrast to Western trade 
deals, bilateral cooperation with these 
Multipolar nations is increasingly pro-
ducing win-win outcomes for many de-
veloped and developing nations in Af-
rica, Latin America, Asia, and Europe. 
In total, the majority of the world’s na-
tions support a Multipolar approach to 
global affairs based on the principles 
of the U.N. Charter and the Declara-
tion of Human Rights, which is why the 
West wants to derail it – it’s a threat to 
their global hegemony.

Therefore, all those who seek peace 
– be it nations, organizations, move-
ments or individuals from all across the 
political, economic, social and cultural 
spectrum must stand together as one 
voice in support of Multipolarity. This 
voice must be amplified over the West-
ern media spin by supporting truthful, 
Multipolar and independent media 

sources. This voice could be organized 
through major conferences into a co-
alition with initiatives, political posi-
tions, and a platform.

This Multipolar coalition should be 
mobilized into a force that can pres-
sure the West into abandoning their 
destructive policies by directing their 
political and economic support toward 
nations that have pursued (or desire to 
pursue) a balanced policy of coopera-
tion and diplomacy. Even as individu-
als, we can apply pressure by contact-
ing government offices and media 
outlets en masse, altering our voting 
and spending habits to support propo-
nents of Multipolarity, or finding crea-
tive ways to spread the word using art, 
music, film or literature. More than just 
a call for solidarity, this must be a po-
litical and grassroots force for positive 
change.

The Choice We All Face
Since the September 2015 U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly and the events that fol-
lowed, two distinct forms of diploma-
cy have been on display for all to see, 
presenting the world with a choice: 
Do we want a Unipolar world in which 
Western wars dictate the world’s fate, 
or a Multipolar world where sovereign 
countries work together in an environ-
ment of peace, cooperation and mu-
tual respect? It is clear that the global 
majority chooses the latter.

Therefore, WE, the global majori-
ty standing together in solidarity for 
peace through diplomacy, declare that:
• We respect all nations‘ sover-

eignty and their right to self -
determination. We believe that the 
future of any country must be de-

cided by the citizens of that country 
alone, free from all external threats 
and interference, and that multina-
tional conflicts should be resolved 
through political processes and dip-
lomatic negotiations.

• We support all nations that exercise 
a cooperative, multilateral approach 
to global affairs. The counter-
productive and dangerous policy of 
unilateral military intervention is a 
violation of international law, and 
must be universally condemned.

• We support nations and multina-
tional coalitions that work deter-
minedly to stop terrorism. Nations 
that directly or indirectly participate 
in the training, arming, funding and 
support of terrorist- linked extremist 
groups do so in violation of interna-
tional law and must be condemned, 
and held accountable.

• We applaud and strongly support 
global media that is fair and bal-
anced, and that objectively reports 
on world events.

• We condemn Western -oriented 
media outlets that demonize lead-
ers or entire nations and religions, 
blatantly misrepresent the facts, 
and consciously present a biased, 
one -sided view of events. 

• We commit to engage in, or support 
nonviolent efforts to promote glob-
al peace and tolerance for all peo-
ples and all beliefs. 

Please sign, and/or widely disseminate 
this declaration and all like -minded ef-
forts.

“NO to War …  
YES to a Multipolar World!”

”Multipolar world against  …” 
continued from page 5

Current Concerns
The international journal for independent thought, ethical standards, moral responsibility, and for the promotion  

and respect of public international law, human rights and humanitarian law

Subscribe to Current Concerns – The journal of an independent cooperative
The cooperative Zeit-Fragen is a politically and financially independent organisation. All of its mem bers work on a voluntary and 
honorary basis. The journal does not accept commercial advertisements of any kind and receives no financial support from business 
organisations.	The	journal	Current	Concerns	is	financed	exclusively	by	its	subscribers.	
We warmly recommend our model of free and independent press coverage to other journals. 
Annual subscription rate of
CHF	40,-;	Euro	30,-;	USD	40,-;	GBP	25,-
for the following countries:
Australia,	Austria,	Belgium,	Brunei,	Canada,	Cyprus,	Denmark,	Finland,	France,	Germany,	Greece,	Hongkong,	Iceland,	Ireland,	Is-
rael,	Italy,	Japan,	Kuwait,	Liechtenstein,	Luxembourg,	Netherlands,	New	Zealand,	Norway,	Qatar,	Singapore,	Spain,	Sweden,	Swit-
zerland,	United	Arab		Emirates,	United	Kingdom,	USA
Annual subscription rate of
CHF	20,-;	Euro	15,-;	USD	20,-;	GBP	12,50
for all other countries.
Please choose one of the following ways of payment:
- send a cheque to Current Concerns,	P.	O.	Box,	CH-8044	Zurich,	or
- send us your credit card details (only Visa),	or
- pay into one of the following accounts:
CH:	 Postscheck-Konto	(CHF):	 87-644472-4	 IBAN	CH91	0900	0000	8764	4472	4	 BIC	POFICHBEXXX
CH:	 Postscheck-Konto	(Euro):	 91-738798-6	 IBAN	CH83	0900	0000	9173	8798	6	 BIC	POFICHBEXXX
D:	 Volksbank	Tübingen,	Kto.	67	517	005,	BLZ	64190110	 IBAN	DE12	6419	0110	0067	5170	05	 BIC	GENODES1TUE
A:	 Raiffeisen	Landesbank,	Kto.	1-05.713.599,	BLZ	37000	 IBAN	AT55	3700	0001	0571	3599	 BIC	RVVGAT2B



No 4   22 February 2016 Current Concerns  Page 7

continued on page 8

rt. The commitment to an independent Aus-
tria and the resistance to an ever more des-
potic  EU centralism are gaining momentum.

In	June	2015,	a	coalition	of	environ-
mentalists	 and	national	minded	groups,	
among	 others,	 the	 independent	 “Initia-
tive	Heim	&	Umwelt”,	managed	 to	get	
261,056	signatories	for	an	official,	govern-
ment-approved referendum. This was in 
fact hushed up completely by the media. 
This	 is	 a	 great	 success!	 100,000	 signa-
tures would have been the statutory min-
imum.	Then	the	EU	exit	referendum	was	
negotiated in the Austrian National Coun-
cil. As a referendum does not necessari-
ly	have	to	take	place	in	Austria,	even	with	
261,056	signatures,	it	is	now	up	to	the	Na-
tional Council alone to decide on the fur-
ther	procedure.	In	Switzerland,	in	compar-
ison,	mandatory	national	initiatives	result	
from	100,000	signatures	and	referendums	
againstpassed	laws	result	from	50,000	sig-
natures. Already in the first hearing in the 
National	Council,	a	large	part	of	the	na-
tional councils had difficulties. The pro-
moters had to fight for every minute of 
speaking	time	for	their	experts	(Prof	Dr	
Heinrich Wohlmeyer and Prof Dr Karl Al-
brecht Schachtschneider) in a preparatory 
committee.

On the occasion of the debate on the 
EU	 exit	 referendum	 in	 the	 plenary	 of	
the	National	Council	on	27	January,	the	
Freedom Party of Austria (FPÖ) sur-
prisingly requested a referendum on the 
withdrawal from the EU. This may be 
a first very important step at the parlia-
mentary level towards a withdrawal from 
the	EU,	as	the	Commissioner	of	the	EU	

exit	referendum,	Inge Rauscher, noted in 
an APA-OTS press release. Under Aus-
trian law a motion for a referendum re-
quires that signatures are given with full 
address details in a municipal or city au-
thority openly. If a referendum pro/con-
tra EU withdrawal would be actually 
held then all votes are selected in a se-
cret polling booth. Although results of 
referendums are not binding for a gov-
ernment,	politicians	cannot	ignore	the	re-
sults. 

The entire FPÖ voted for the motion to 
hold a referendum. “Team Stronach” and 
the three club free deputies joined the mo-
tion,	totaling	47	deputies.	On	contrary,	a	
majority consisting of SPÖ/ÖVP/Green/

NEOS voted against a referendum.  (This  
included even those MPs who spoke out 
before the elections and even in the debate 
on	27	January	for	direct	democracy).	The	
motion was rejected but the subject itself 
could now become interesting for future 
government coalitions.

Current Concerns spoke about the sit-
uation in Austria with Helmut Schramm, 
one	of	the	representatives	of	the	“EU	exit	
referendum”.

Current Concerns: How do you assess the 
current development in the EU for Aus-
tria?

Austria wants to get out of the EU
EU exit referendum in parliament – Freedom Party of Austria (FPÖ) requested plebiscite

Interview with Helmut Schramm, co-representative of the EU exit referendum, Austria

Austria and its EU membership
rt. The Austrians have never been quite 
happy with their accession to the Europe-
an Union. In the year 1994 the Austrian 
voters agreed to the accession after an 
extensive pro-EU-campaign. According 
to estimates about one billion Austrian 
shillings had been spent on the pro-EU-
campaign. Even sections of the leader-
ship of the Austrian Catholic Church had 
been involved in order to promote an ac-
cession.

Six years later, in 2000, the country 
got a bold pretaste of the authoritari-
an style of the EU. Because the Austri-
ans had dared to vote for a government 
not agreeable by the EU – namely, a co-
alition of FPÖ and ÖVP – the land was 
taken hostage and „boycotted“ on be-
half of the rest of the EU.

Extreme leftists from Germany and 
France met in Austria to detect so-called 

rightists and to “boycott“ them. In au-
tocratic style the EU finally appointed a 
“committee of wise men“, which were to 
render their verdict on the country. Of 
course, these “wise men” appointed by 
the EU were not wise and above all at no 
level democratically legitimated! But the 
political elite in Vienna, submissive to the 
EU, caved in.

Shortly after this boycott the Austri-
ans then were to find out that they are 
no longer allowed to decide for them-
selves in their own country how much 
transit traffic they would allow to thun-
der over the Brenner pass. Their oppo-
sition went unheard in Brussels despite 
repeated complaints, particularly by the 
affected population in Tirol. 

Also the Austrian population is one 
of those who do not like to eat geneti-
cally modified food, even if “allowed“ 

by Brussels. The Austrians had to grind 
out their right against the Brussels au-
thorities. They braced themselves 
against the uninhibited use of GMO by 
means of a substantially accepted ref-
erendum, so that the EU bureaucracy 
retrograded, although it was strong-
ly “lobbied by Monsanto“. (Now Brus-
sels is trying to introduce GM food in a 
roundabout way.)

Even the country’s constitutionally 
guaranteed neutrality is suffering. 25 of 
the 28 EU member states are, as NATO 
members, heavily dominated in their 
foreign policy by this globally acting war 
organization. Especially the „big coun-
tries“ fulfill the commands from Wash-
ington without any questioning. There-
fore Austria is increasingly coming under 
pressure to participate in questionable, 
warlike “peace missions“.

Mag. Markus Lechner, Helmut Schramm and Inge Rauscher of EU exit referendum. 
(picture ma)
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Helmut Schramm: As a supporter of di-
rect democracy and compliance with the 
Austrian neutrality from 1955 I see the de-
velopment of Austria with sadness. As be-
fore,	the	Austrians	live	in	a	“party	state”,	
a “spectator democracy” that is far apart 
from the Swiss success model and ideal. 
The parliamentary discussion on the EU 
exit	referendum	–	without	real	democrat-
ic debate – and the deployment of Aus-
trian soldiers in NATO war areas such as 
Mali and participation in the EU econom-
ic sanctions against Russia prove this. The 
unemployment rate and the national debt 
are reaching new record heights. Wages 
have	 stagnated,	 the	 loss	 of	 purchasing	
power since Austria’s EU accession is no-
ticeable for everybody.

At	the	EU	level,	these	“pseudo-democ-
racy” is even stronger: The Austrian MEPs 

have	hardly	any	influence	on	the	EU	laws,	
in any case far too little: The Europe-
an Parliament strengthens only the legis-
lation	in	the	EU,	but	is	unable	to	imple-
ment laws. Although each state has one 
representative	in	the	Commission,	Coun-
cil and European Council – they are very 
distant	from	the	people,	and	thus	have	a	
remote	indirect	legitimacy.	This	was	ex-
plained in detail by Prof Dr Karl Albrecht 
Schachtschneider	in	his	expertise.

How do you assess the mood in the Aus-
trian population?
Mass immigration causes a more negative 
attitude in the population towards a total-
ly failing EU. The Schengen and Dublin 
agreements are not respected. The open 
frontiers and the invitation policy towards 
the so-called “refugees” cause great dam-
age. The welfare state is suffering im-
mensely,	 and	 the	 Austrian	 people	 are	
gradually replaced. This negative attitude 
towards	the	EU	will	be	expressed	by	the	

people’s votes. Those parties still consider 
the	EU	a	success	and	a	peace	project,	they	
will have to fear for their votes. This is a 
chance for Austria.

Which options currently exist for leaving 
the EU?
Currently,	 the	FPÖ	 is	 considered	 in	 all	
polls as the strongest party. In the case of 
government participation they could lay 
down in the Coalition Agreement with the 
partner or the partners a commitment to 
give the public the opportunity to partici-
pate in a referendum to leave the EU – as 
the	British	soon	may	have	to	decide.	Then,	
no other party can prevent a referendum! 
But	in	any	case,	education	and	informa-
tion needs to be continued at the base and 
independent of political parties with all 
possible efforts. Freedom has never ever 
been given as gift to any nation!

Thank you for the interview and good 
luck in your commitment, Mr Schramm. •

”Austria wants to get out …” 
continued from page 7

Nobody should be surprised by the fol-
lowing report and no one should consid-
er	it	to	be	exaggerated.	Whether	we	are	
willing	 to	observe	and	admit	 it	or	not,	
being	 sexually	 abused	 or	 sexually	 ex-
ploited in other ways  has already been a 
basic risk of childhood in Germany (and 
perhaps also in Switzerland) for a long 
time.

And greatest danger always occurs 
when children are taken out of their fa-
miliar	surroundings,	when	the	common-
ly	existing	protective	mechanisms	fail.

Of	course,	surely	not	all	of	the	10,000	
or more missing children are in the clutch-
es of so-called paedophiles.

But	due	to	all	previous	experiences	it	
is likely that this paedophile and paeder-
ast (preference for boys) scene has set out 
to hunt refugee children traveling alone 
and being unprotected or inadequate-
ly	protected.	And,	unfortunately,	 it	can	
be assumed that it is not unsuccessful in 
these endeavours.

Also	after	the	natural	disasters	in	Haiti,	
Thailand	and	Nepal,	 to	name	just	a	few	

examples,	reports	went	round	the	world	
about this scene’s immediately befriend-
ing	those	children,	who	had	suddenly	be-
come help- and defenseless.

I foresee quite considerable danger for 
those children who come to the west via 
the Balkan route. 

On	this	route,	there	has	been	a	perfect-
ly developed infrastructure for decades as 
regards traficking in women and children 
for	the	purpose	of	sexual	exploitation.	It	

“Permanent preying on unprotected  
or inadequately protected children”

by Manfred Paulus, Chief Superintendent retd., Ulm 

Nearly 5,000 refugee children missing in Germany

cc. On 3 February, the “Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung” reported: “Accord-
ing to the Federal Criminal Police Office 
several thousand minor refugees cannot 
be accounted for in Germany.”

The report continues: “Earlier this 
year, almost 4,800 unaccompanied 
minor refugees were at least tempo-
rarily reported missing in Germany.”  
“Unaccompanied minor refugees” are 
minor refugees unaccompanied by par-
ents or guardians. A spokeswoman of 
the Federal Criminal Police Office is 
quoted as saying, 4,749 unaccompa-
nied refugees in childhood and ado-
lescence were counted as missing on 1 
January 2016. 431 of them were young-
er than 13 years, 4,287 were between 
14 and 17 years old and 31 were over 
18. Half a year earlier, the number of 
missing unaccompanied refugees had 
been 1,637.

Earlier, the European Police Authori-
ty Europol reported that over the past 2 
years at least 10,000 unaccompanied ref-
ugee children disappeared after arriving 
in Europe.

The newspaper quoted a spokesman 
of Europol: “This does not mean that 
something happened to all of them. Ac-
tually some of the children might pres-
ently be staying with relatives. But it also 
means that these children are at least po-
tentially at risk.”

The President of the German Child 
Protection Association is quoted saying 
that in these circumstances children are 
“easy prey” for criminals. Often they are 
not registered, and as long as they are 
not in care anywhere, they are “without 
rights and protection” and could be ex-
ploited particularly easily.

Furthermore in the report it is men-
tioned: “Europol also has evidence that 

those criminals who had initially profit-
ed as human smugglers and traffickers 
of the refugees, are now de facto try-
ing to enslave the refugees or to exploit 
them sexually. The public must assume 
that these missing children are not ‘hid-
den somewhere in the woods’, but that 
this is happening ‘right before our eyes’”.

In the European Parliament, several 
members requested information on the 
over 10,000 unaccompanied refugee chil-
dren. In a letter to the European Council, 
they pointed out that the missing minors 
might have become victims of pan-Euro-
pean criminal organisations that could 
misuse them for sex work, slavery or 
even organ trafficking.

Source: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
from 3 February 2016

(Translation Current Concerns)

continued on page 9
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would indeed be naive to assume that the 
traffickers operating there would not at-
tend to the unaccompanied refugee chil-
dren.

German and Swiss criminologists have 
several times in the past verified the fact 
hat there are connections and intercon-
nected groups – even in Germany and 
in Switzerland – of (potential) offenders  
fixated	on	children	in	their	sexual	orien-
tation.	So	an	extremely	secretive,	 local-
ly and globally acting criminal group was 
unmasked,	that	had	permanently	been	on	
the hunt for unprotected or insufficiently 
protected	children.	(“Hunting	is	as	excit-
ing	and	as	gorgeous	as	the	catch,”	one	of	
them said). 

As	early	as	at	the	stage	of	smuggling,	
unaccompanied minors are already in very 
substantial	danger	of	being	sexually	ex-
ploited.

But	even	 in	Germany	“helpers”,	 that	
are	 not	 always	 helpers,	 are	 waiting	 for	
them.

From	 a	 criminological	 perspective,	
there seems to be an urgent need of pro-
fessionally working through children’s 
potential	escape	experiences	and	of	effec-
tively protecting unaccompanied refugee 
children	against	impending	sexual	exploi-
tation by suitable measures directly from 
the moment of their arrival.

But there has as yet been no mention 
of	this.	After	all,	this	kind	of	criminality	is	
not consistent with our standards and ide-
als	at	all.	 	•
(Translation Current Concerns)

”Permanent preying on …” 
continued from page 8
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In	the	EU,	Latvia	is	regarded	as	a	model	
pupil,	showing	southern	Europeans	how	
to master crises. But the national budget 
savings	are	missing	in	the	social	sector,	
and Latvian workers prefer seeking their 
fortune in foreign countries.

The train station of Liepaja could pass 
as the setting of Dürrenmatt’s “Güllen”. 
That place had also seen better days be-
fore the old lady arrived. The vengeful bil-
lionaire had to pull the emergency brake 
to even get off the train. But the western 
Latvian harbour city is the final destina-
tion anyway. The historical building seems 
to be built far too big for its purpose. A 
passenger train to Riga is scheduled only 
twice a week. Traffic has shifted to the 
forecourt and has changed the train sta-
tion	into	a	bus	station.	From	here,	modern	
travel buses leave for the capital.

Liepaja officially has a population 
of	76,000	people	–	estimations	are	even	
lower.	In	1989,	the	population	was	still	at	
115,000,	including	the	Soviet	soldiers	in	
the war port quarter. Since their withdraw-
al,	numbers	have	decreased.	Nowadays,	
Liepaja could be promoted as Europe’s 
smallest big city. A little still remains of 
all its big city traits. The city tram consists 
of one single line. Its tracks make their 
way	from	the	steel	factory,	which	is	about	
to	close	down,	through	the	inner	city	down	
to the Eastern Sea shore. In times when 
Liepaja	was	governed	from	Moscow,	the	
city	was	prohibited	for	tourists.	Today,	it	
is opened to the world again and offers 
the	visitor	an	appealing	mixture	of	dark	
brown wooden houses and stone facades. 
But the splendour is fading. The sign “Par-
dod” – for sale – is stuck to nailed-up win-
dows.	At	the	edge	of	town,	the	big	empty	

factory halls from Soviet times outline the 
horizon.

Priest Martinš Urdze and his colleagues 
take	care	of	 the	socially	disadvantaged,	
unemployed and invalid.  When asked 
what	poverty	means	 in	Latvia,	 the	head	
of the diaconical centre in Liepaja invites 
me	to	the	old	city	house	of	the	deaconry,	
where he has established a refuge for the 
losers of the Latvian success story.

Low wage level
Steep stairs lead to a dark hallway on the 
first	floor,	where	the	rooms	have	been	reno-
vated with bright colours. The meeting room 
appears	like	a	sitting	room,	with	plants	and	
an	old	couch.	The	chimney	breast	exudes	
warmth,	as	everything	is	still	heated	with	
wood around here. The Holy Cross hangs 
on the wall beside a portrait of Luther. Here 
we meet five female Sunday teachers. The 
women have a solid education. They work 
as	kindergarteners,	scientific	assistants,	gro-
cery controllers or printery employees. In 
other countries jobs like these would ena-
ble them to get by very nicely with their in-
come,	but	Latvia	skimps	on	its	employees’	
salaries. These women need several jobs to 
feed their families.

The printing house employee Ilze 
worked for a private company until re-
cently. But she was dismissed as the Rus-
sian crisis led to job shortages in Latvia. 
She will receive unemployment support for 
nine	months	from	that	date	on,	and	if	she	
does not get a new job during or after that 
period	of	time,	her	relatives	will	have	to	
step in. In spite of their own problems the 
women take care of fourty children each 
Sunday. The 14- to 16-year old children 
come	 from	 the	 adjacent	 quarters.	 Here,	

they	play,	 learn,	 tinker	 and	eat	 together.	
The meals that teacher Ingrida prepares are 
tempting.	The	children	are	not	starving,	but	
they	really	love	to	eat	here.	At	home,	their	
parents	mostly	have	no	time,	since	many	of	
them struggle to make ends meet although 
they hold down several jobs at once.

The percentage of low wage earners 
is higher among the employees in Latvia 
than	anywhere	in	the	EU.	About	25%	of	the	
employees are just earning the minimum 
wage,	which	was	raised	to	360	euros	by	the	
government at the beginning of this year.

On a growth course with low wages
by Udo Bongartz*

continued on page 10

Market in Riga. (picture caro)
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This is not enough to support a family. 
After	years	of	inflation,	the	Latvian	price	
level is nearly that of other western Euro-
pean countries. Most of the children only 
know cheap convenience food. The chil-
dren whose parents work in foreign coun-
tries	live	with	their	grandmothers,	who	are	
unable to cope with round the clock child 
care.

Modest benefits
The diaconal centre also takes care of peo-
ple who have to shape their life with a low 
income as a result of disability. They meet 
daily	at	 the	centre,	where	 they	manufac-
ture gifts for the in-house Domino business 
or just spend time together.  At a breakfast 
gathering in the small hall of the ground 
floor,	unemployed	and	handicapped	read-
ily give an account of their situation. The 
lack of fairly paid work is their main prob-
lem. They cope by means of seasonal work 
and are dependent on government support. 
The social welfare offices ensure their sur-
vival,	but	they	do	not	allow	for	an	independ-
ent life. Janis,	a	slender,	wiry	man	in	his	
mid-thirties,	was	unable	to	find	a	perma-

nent	place	as	a	cook’s	assistant,	and	then	a						
partial disability supervened. Now he lives 
in a boarding house financed by the city of 
Liepaja. He receives his monthly income of 
128	euros	from	the	state.	This	must	suffice	
to	cover	his	living	expenses.	He	cannot	even	
think	of	a	car	or	a	vacation,	an	apartment	
or the start of a family. Only the occasional 
trips offered by the diaconal centre or some 
free events organized by the city of Liepa-
ja for destitute citizens provide a diversion.

Difficult decisions
Zigrida uses a crutch to drag himself to 
a chair. She has been attested a 100 per-
cent	 disability,	 therefore	 she	 is	 partial-
ly	 exempt	 from	 medical	 fees.	 But	 the	
co-payments for consultation rates and 
medication weigh heavy on her monthly 
450-euro	budget,	which	she	also	uses	to	
help her children and grandchildren make 
it through life. In Latvia basic medical 
care	is	guaranteed,	and	in	acute	emergen-
cies even surgeons treat their patients at 
state	expense.	But	much	of	what	is	medi-
cally necessary must be paid out of pock-
et.	But	co-payments	quickly	exceed	low-
income	 patients’	 means,	 who	 therefore	
shun fee-based visits to the doctor. The 
breakfast group reports cases of pension-
ers who had to choose between buying 
food in the supermarket or drugs in the 
pharmacy with their meager income.

In the afternoon Martinš takes me to 
Aizpute,	which	is	situated	40	kilometers	
further	 inland,	 with	 his	 small	 car.	 The	
tranquil village lies between meadows 
and forests. Hardly anyone can be seen 
on	the	road,	only	here	and	there	someone	
is working in the garden. It is deathly si-
lent. One would not like to call the place 
bus station where hardly ever a bus stops. 
Only massive concrete piers soar futile-
ly as a remnant of the former shelter for 
waiting passengers. Some construction ve-
hicles are parked on private ground. Road 
construction provides a few jobs.

We stop in front of a one-storey villa. 
The	wooden	facade	is	new,	only	the	last	
planks are still missing under the roof. 
30-year-old Margita greets us. She lives 
between scantily washed walls and worn 
furniture. Her two children are at school. 
Three	years	ago,	she	returned	to	her	home	
country full of confidence. She hoped life 
in a foreign country would have been tem-
porary,	and	that	she	would	be	able	to	risk	a	
new beginning with the money saved. Her 
husband works in Peterborough in Britain 
and	sends	money,	as	she	would	not	be	able	
to live on the 33 euros child support grant-

ed to her monthly by the municipality of 
Aizpute. She has already worked in sever-
al	jobs	as	a	shop	assistant,	cashier	or	office	
worker. But now her situation seems hope-
less.	It	is	particularly	difficult	for	her,	be-
cause being a returnee she is regarded as 
a stranger. And if you want a job you need 
connections.	Actually,	the	young	woman	is	
a country girl and hates the bustle of the big 
city. But now she is considering to move 
back to be with her husband in Peterbor-
ough,	where	already	many	Latvians	live.	
The	exodus	continues,	Latvian	population	
fell	below	the	two	million	mark	in	2015.

No prospects
In	the	international	arena,	the	Latvian	gov-
ernment is shining with high performance 
figures. The country is back on track after 
the	severe	2009	recession.	But	the	beauty	of	
the economic data does not alter the pros-
pects. The success story propagated by the 
government sounds satirical to the unem-
ployed. The breakfast gathering at the di-
aconical centre made a video in which they 
quoted the ministers who dismiss Latvia 
relative	poverty	as	a	luxury	problem:	Not	
everyone was able to go on vacation twice 
a year. Karina, an employee of diaconical 
centre,	regrets	that	her	compatriots	are	too	
well-behaved. The Latvians lack the spirit 
to	protest	as	the	Greeks	do,	she	says.		 •

* Udo Bongartz is a guest lecturer at the Latvi-
an Academy of Culture in Riga and editor at the 
online magazine Lettische Presseschau (Daily 
Press Review)

Source: Eine Welt,	No.	3/2015	SDC	(The	Journal	
of the SDC is available for free.)

(Translation Current Concerns)

”On a growth course with …” 
continued from page 9

Latvia in brief

Name                        Latvia 
Capital                      Riga 
Area                          64,573 km2 
Inhabitants              1.995 Millions 
Languages 
            Latvian (official language) 53% 
                                          Russian 34%
                                          Others 13% 
Live expectancy         women 79 years
                                         men 68 years 
Migration                 2.3 emigrants per 
                              1,000 people (2014) 

Economy

Latvia’s economy is highly export-ori-
ented – its most important sectors are 
timber industry and agriculture, food 
production, machinery- and high-tech 
industry, electrical industry.

Poverty

By the end of 2014, the unemployment 
rate was at 10% and is slightly below 
the EU average. However, Latvia had 
the highest proportion of low-paid 
workers among the employees with 
nearly 28% throughout the EU in 2010; 
despite economic growth more than 
one third of the Latvian population is 
at risk of  poverty and social exclusion.

The Baltic States

The Baltic states are the three countries 
in northern Europe on the eastern coast 
of the Baltic Sea Estonia, Latvia and Lith-
uania; they border Russia, Belarus and 
Poland. In August 1989, the Balts dem-
onstrated with a human chain 600 km 
in length for the independence of their 
countries, which they achieved in spring 
1990 – against the resistance of Mos-
cow. Thereafter the three small states 
experienced a rapid boom. In 2004, they 
joined the EU and NATO. In the course 
of the financial crisis a heavy economic 
slump followed. Latvia plunged into the 
deepest recession within the EU, from 
which the country recovered only slow-
ly. In 2014, Latvia and Estonia adopted 
the Euro, followed by Lithuania in 2015.
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After the Second World War, there was a 
short period of a few years in Swiss histo-
ry in which the people have laid the foun-
dations in various referendums for the 
social market economy, in which we live 
today. The Federal Constitution was not 
just about new business articles, but also 
a family article and in a new law about 
the establishment of the OASI (old-age 
and survivors’ insurance). Current Con-
cerns has published a series of articles 
entitled “The significance of direct de-
mocracy for securing social peace” (Part 
1 on 2 June 2015, Part 2 on 16 June 2015, 
Part 3 on 30 June 2015, part 4 on 29 July 
2015, part 5 on 23 September 2015, part 6 
on 1 December 2015), which outlined the 
history of these central events for today’s 
Switzerland.

The year 1943 is a special year in the his-
tory of the world. The fortune of war by 
Hitler’s armies during the Second World 
War	 was	 changing.	 In	 Africa,	 Rommel 
had to withdraw after the Battle of El 
Alamein. Retreat started in the east as 
well after the defeat at Stalingrad. On the 
high	seas,	the	German	submarines	got	in-
creasingly on the defensive and the US 
succeeded more and more in supporting 
its allies in Europe with material. In Teh-
ran Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin met 
for the first time and discussed the post-
war order – after the capitulation of Hit-
ler.	The	war	lasted	longer,	however,	than	
many	had	expected	at	the	time.

In	Switzerland,	which	had	 fortunate-
ly	been	 spared	of	hostilities,	 some	citi-
zens thought as early as in 1943 about 
the	question	“What’s	next	after	the	war?”	
The crippling mood of the thirties and the 
fears during the war diminished and made 
room	 for	 political	 optimism.	 However,	
unemployment remained at the top of the 
political	agenda.	In	April	1943,	a	 large,	
two-day national conference on “govern-
ment and business in the fight against un-
employment”	took	place	at	ETH	Zurich,	
which was attended by personalities from 
the	communes,	the	Federal	Council,	the	
trade unions and the business communi-
ty. Three popular initiatives on the “right 
to	work”,	which	were	 intended	 to	 rear-
range	the	economic	life,	were	filed	during	
these months. The new business acts in 
the	Federal	Constitution,	which	were	re-
vised	by	Parliament,	were	ready	for	vote.	
But not enough. Two other popular initi-
atives were added in these months trying 
to answer the basic social policy issues of 

social life: namely the protection of the 
family and the pensions. The people were 
wondering.

Provision for old age yes – but how? 
First attempts

As	early	as	in	1925,	the	people	had	agreed	
in principle on a constitutional article es-
tablishing a retirement and survivors’ in-
surance.	 However,	 actual	 implementa-
tion in a federal law was not so easy. In 
1930,	the	Federal	Council	and	the	Feder-
al Parliament had drafted an OASI (old-
age and survivors’ insurance) act togeth-
er	with	insurance	experts	–	namely	taking	
the following approach: The public in-
surance should be mandatory and – sim-
ilar to today– be financed through payroll 
deductions and employer contributions. 
Funds	from	the	tobacco	and	alcohol	tax	
would be added. The insurance should – 
again similar to today – function accord-
ing	to	the	PAYG	system,	i.e.	the	premiums	
received should be immediately paid out 
again as a pension to old people. Unlike 
today,	however,	 the	premiums	and	pen-
sions	were	uniform,	i.e.	regardless	of	in-
come,	and	very	modest.	A	man	paid	18	
Swiss	francs,	a	woman	12	francs	premi-
um a year. The employer’s contribution 
was 15 francs. The annual pension after 
the	age	of	65	should	be	200	francs	for	all.	
This	was	little,	even	taking	into	account	
the decrease in value of the money in the 
20th century.

This OASI was intended to be a mini-
mum insurance and from the outset it was 
based on the citizens making provisions 
within the family and the cantons setting 
up supplementary insurances. The can-
ton of Glarus had led the way. Already in 
1918 the “Landsgemeinde” (communal 
voters’ assembly) had adopted an OASI 
and a disability insurance in an open bal-
lot. The unified pension amounted to 180 
francs per year from the 66th year of age 
and then increased every year. Previously 
the citizens’ meeting had already agreed 
on an unemployment fund. Glarus thus 
lived up to its reputation as a pioneer can-
ton,	 since	 the	“Landsgemeinde”had	al-
ready decided in 1863 on the first modern 
factory law at that time – Europe-wide. 
The concept of retirement funds based 
on three pillars in the thirties: 1. the self-
provision	in	the	family,	2.	the	public	or	
private pension scheme and 3. the wel-
fare	for	 the	elderly,	which	was	paid	by	
the communes and also by non-profit or-
ganizations (such as the “Foundation for 

the old age” (now Pro Senectute)). They 
helped in cases where there was not 
enough money. Communes also ran cit-
izens	homes	–	which	originally	were,	as	
the	name	suggests,	associated	with	citi-
zenship. They cared for and maintained 
those elderly who were no longer able to 
care for themselves.

OASI without social compensation
From today’s perspective we immediate-
ly become aware that social compensation 
was completely absent in the planned pen-
sion scheme of 1931. Rich or poor should 
pay the same premiums and get the same 
pension in later years. In Parliament all 
major	 parties	 voted	 in	 favour,	 even	 the	
Socialist	Party.	However,	there	were	cit-
izens and smaller parties that did not 
agree with it. The Communists advocat-
ed a kind of people’s pension and rejected 
the submission because the pension level 
was	fixed	too	low.	They	spoke	of	an	disre-
spectful “pauper’s broth”. Catholic circles 
were oriented towards the papal encyclical 
“Quadragesimo Anno” and wished for an 
old	age	provision	borne	by	the	family,	the	
professional communities and the Church. 
Liberal circles saw the OASI rather as a 
private matter which they wanted to com-
plete by a voluntary pension insurance 
and supplemented by welfare for the elder-
ly supported by the federal government. 
They claimed it was the only way to pre-
vent people from receiving a state pension 
which they did not need.

As	happens	often	in	such	a	situation,	
citizens who did not agree started a refer-
endum (which also came about). Others 
made a suggestion in a popular initiative 
on how things could be handled different-
ly. Thus industrial circles demanded that 
the federal government should subsidize 
the welfare of the communes and cantons 
for the elderly – at least until an old-age 
insurance was established.

The people’s No had a sobering effect
The 6 December 1931 was one of the not 
so rare voting days on which the “Classe 
Politique”	realized	in	the	evening,	that	the	
people “reacted” differently from what 
they had assumed. Nearly 80 percent of 
eligible voters went to the polls and re-
jected the OASI in the then current form 
with a bulky No of 60.3 percent. This was 
amazing,	but	 the	Great	Depression	had	
begun	with	all	 its	needs.	Moreover,	 the	

The significance of direct democracy  
to ensure the economic and social order of Switzerland

After the Second World War the people decided for a new Family Article, new  
Economic Articles and the establishment of the OASI in the Federal Constitution

by Dr rer. publ. Werner Wüthrich

continued on page 12
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vote of individual regions in the country 
was	very	different.	While	Zurich	adopt-
ed	by	57	percent,	only	7	percent	voted	in	
Fribourg for this type of retirement. – The 
OASI was still far from being the institu-
tion underpinning the state as it is today.

After	the	people’s	No,	it	was	crisis	and	
World War II that delayed the rapid devel-
opment of a new submission. The federal 
government financially supported in these 
difficult years the welfare for the elderly 
of	the	communes	and	cantons,	as	the	Lib-
erals had requested in their popular initi-
ative.	However,	the	call	for	a	compulso-
ry old-age and survivors’ insurance for all 
did not silence.

From wage replacement of soldiers  
to OASI – popular initiative  

of the Swiss Mercantile Society SKV
During the Second World War a new idea 
for the establishment of pensions devel-
oped.	It	had	its	origins	in	the	experiences	
of the soldiers in the militia. In early Sep-
tember	1939,	the	Federal	Council	had	mo-
bilized	the	entire	army	of	about	500,000	
troops to fend off a feared attack from the 
north. When Hitler attacked the Soviet 
Union	in	1941,	the	active	units	were	grad-
ually reduced by more than half. After 
the	Battle	of	Stalingrad	in	1943,	the	num-
ber of the fighting soldiers fell temporar-
ily	even	below	100,000	men.	The	German	
armies were now busy on so many fronts 
that the danger of an attack was no longer 
considered to be “high”. Some of the mi-
litiamen were able to return to work. Oth-
ers,	however,	had	to	endure	at	the	borders	
and in the Alps fortresses until the end. In 
these long years it was important that the 
wage substitution of soldiers in active duty 
was regulated. In the First World War that 
had	not	been	the	case,	which	had	led	to	
serious social tensions and was one of the 
reasons for the general strike of 1918 to 
come about.

Wage replacement of the soldiers had 
priority over many other things

In	1939,	the	Federal	Council	acted	quick-
ly.	Already	in	the	first	month	of	the	war,	
wage compensation for the soldiers was 
established on the following principle: 
two percent of the salary of those men 
and women who were still at work was 
deducted.	In	addition,	the	employer	paid	
the same amount. This money was sup-
plemented by public funds. A social bal-
ance	 was	 incorporated	 in	 this	 system,	
since high earners paid significantly more 
due to the premiums being calculated as 
a	percentage	of	 income.	In	 the	cantons,	
compensation	 funds	were	set	up,	which	
managed the funds and paid off the wage 
compensation to the soldiers.

We could do it just like that!
In	1942,	the	merchants	of	the	Swiss Mer-
cantile Society SKV were thinking “com-
mercially”:	Their	 idea	was	 that	 exactly	
this system could be adopted for the future 
OASI. The well-functioning compensation 
funds for wage adjustment of the soldiers 
could be converted into OASI schemes 
and continued after the war. The solidar-
ity between the people and their soldiers 
could be a model for solidarity between 
young	and	old,	the	merchants	thought	and	
did not hesitate long. They collected sig-
natures	for	a	popular	initiative.	They	ex-
perienced that their arguments were con-
vincing and their fellow citizens eagerly 
signed the initiative. Several times the re-
quired number of signatures were collect-
ed quickly.

It was then (and it is even today) not 
rare that the state government respond-
ed defensively to a new popular initia-
tive,	because	it	interfered	with	its	plans.	
At	that	time,	however,	it	was	not	the	case.	
The	competent	Federal	Councillor,	Walter 
Stämpfli, gratefully accepted the initiative 
from the people. In his 1944 New Year’s 
speech he promised that he would draft an 
OASI	law,	together	with	Parliament	and	
professionals,	which	contained	the	basic	
ideas	of	the	popular	initiative.	Moreover,	
he promised that the new law would come 
into force on 1 January 1948. Hence the 
initiative committee announced that in this 
case,	they	would	withdraw	the	initiative	at	
the appropriate time.

Memorable 6 July 1947
Stämpfli,	who	could	be	described	as	the	
“father”	of	the	OASI	today	–,	should	keep	
his promise. The referendum against his 
bill	was	indeed	–	as	expected	–	taken,	and	
on	6	July	1947	it	was	put	to	the	vote.	The	
opponents brought forward similar argu-
ments in their campaign as they had al-
ready done in 1931. Catholic circles want-
ed the retirement pension rather in the 
care of the Church and in the hands of 
professional associations. Liberal circles 
(who had taken the referendum) from the 
Romandy (French-speaking part of Swit-
zerland) favored – similar to 1931 – a con-
cept	with	a	private	pension	scheme,	sup-
plemented with a welfare scheme for the 
elderly – supporting the needy – that was 
co-financed by the federal government. 
They claimed it was the only way to pre-
vent that someone received a state pen-
sion,	who	did	not	need	it.	–	The	vote	of	
the	people	was	clear,	however.	More	than	
eighty percent of the electorate went to 
the polls on this memorable day and said 
a clear Yes to the new OASI with almost 
eighty percent.

The OASI in its basic concept has been 
undisputed	until	today.	It	is	a	prime	exam-
ple of a law in whose creation the popula-
tion was directly involved.

Popular initiative  
on the “Protection of the family”

Almost simultaneously with the initiative 
on	pensions,	another	sociopolitical	popu-
lar initiative was launched. The Catholic-
Conservative Association KKV submit-
ted a popular initiative on the “Protection 
of	the	family”	in	1943	with	178,000	sig-
natures. It should provide the basis in the 
Constitution,	to	refocus	politics	on	fam-
ily	needs.	As	a	result,	 the	Family Com-
pensation Funds FAK should be promot-
ed in the cantons. Families with children 
should receive higher wages. Some com-
panies had already taken this into ac-
count,	however,	for	quite	some	time.	The	
housing system should be designed fami-
ly-friendly and much more.

Once	again,	 the	Federal	Council	and	
Parliament positively accepted the pop-
ular	initiative.	Moreover,	the	Parliament	
worked	 out	 a	 counter-proposal,	 which	
went even further than the proposal of 
the initiators (so that they could withdraw 
their initiative later). The counter-propos-
al contained an additional maternity insur-
ance. The relevant passage in the proposed 
constitutional article (now Article 116) 
was as follows: “The federal government 
shall by means of law establish a materni-
ty insurance scheme. It may also require 
persons who cannot benefit from that in-
surance to make contributions. (...)”. The 
new constitutional article was widely ac-
cepted by the people with a clear majority 
in	the	referendum	of	76	percent	Yes	votes	
on	25	November	1945.

Yes to a maternity insurance – 
but how?

The	implementation	of	the	Family	Article,	
however,	was	not	always	easy.	In	housing	
and tenancy things were designed much 
more family-friendly. Family compen-
sation funds were gradually introduced 
in	all	 cantons	or	 those	already	existing	
were	 strengthened,	 but	 the	 differences	
were	quite	large.	In	2006,	the	voting	cit-
izens said Yes to a federal law unifying 
the family compensation funds in the can-
tons,	for	example	by	stipulated	minimum	
amounts for child allowances. This step 
has also been launched by a popular ini-
tiative,	which	was	withdrawn	after	Parlia-
ment had drafted a counter-proposal.

In	2013,	the	sovereign,	however,	said	
No – by a small majority –  to a new 
family	act,	which	wanted	 to	expand	the	
“compatibility of family and work” even 
stronger	in	the	Federal	Constitution.	So,	
for	example,	childcare	facilities	should	be	
prescribed by law everywhere. The sub-
mission	was	accepted	by	the	people,	but	
failed	due	to	the	cantonal	majority,	i.e.	the	
No-vote	of	 especially	 the	 smaller,	 rural	
cantons. It was also difficult to find a so-
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lution for the maternity insurance. In the 
years after 1945 proposals were made re-
peatedly,	but	none	obtained	legal	status.	
Later the protection of motherhood was 
considered in the Health Insurance Act. 
Women’s associations did not agree. In 
1980	the	Organization	for	Women	OFRA,	
together with the Progressive Organiza-
tions	of	Switzerland	POCH,	 launched	a	
popular initiative and handed it in with 
136,000	signatures.	The	Federal	Council	
rejected the accusation of having failed to 
fulfill the constitutional mandate of 1945. 
It acknowledged that there was nominally 
no maternity insurance. By its very nature 
this	 insurance	was,	 however,	 integrated	
into the social security system and would 
also	be	extended	within	this	framework.	
That was not sufficient for the initiators. 
They demanded a separate maternity in-
surance	with	parental	leave,	daily	allow-
ances,	employment	protection	and	funding	
over pay rises. This popular initiative from 
the left was rejected in the 1984 referen-
dum with 84 percent no-votes and by all 
cantons.	In	1987	and	1999	there	were	two	
further referendums also with a negative 
outcome. The main issue was the question 
of whether non-working mothers (who 
had no income) should be given a daily 
allowance.	Only	in	2004	the	people	said	
Yes	to	today’s	maternity	insurance,	which	
paid the working women 80 percent of 
their salary for 14 weeks after giving birth. 
The maternity insurance was included in 
the Income Compensation EO for Military 
Personnel – and for very practical reasons. 
There was money that was not used in the 
now smaller army and could now be used 
as income replacement for working moth-
ers. Thus the maternity insurance returned 
after	nearly	sixty	years	of	debate	with	nu-
merous referenda to the starting point of 
today’s social insurance: to the wage re-
placement order of the soldiers in the Sec-
ond World War.

The people point the way  
to a social market economy

Let us go back in the years after the Sec-
ond World War: The referendum on a new 
family policy in November 1945 was only 
the prelude to a series of groundbreaking 
referendums that have shaped the social 
market economy until today. This major 
political discussion focused on the reform 
of economic laws. It had become neces-
sary because numerous emergency legis-
lation adopted by federal decrees in the 
thirties violated the fundamental right of 
freedom of trade and commerce. They 
were limited and had often been passed in 
a	flash,	so	that	a	reliable	legal	framework	
had become urgent as the legal basis for 
economic policy. On top of that numerous 

popular initiatives had initiated the consti-
tutional debate in the thirties. (cf. parts 5 
and 6 part of this series of articles in Cur-
rent Concerns	of	23	September	2015	and	
1	December	2015).	Reform	work	of	 the	
Parliament was finished at the beginning 
of the Second World War. The referendum 
was to be held after the war. 

What were the main points of the pro-
posed	reform	of	1939/1945?	The	core	of	
the economic articles in the Federal Con-
stitution was the freedom of trade and 
commerce as a fundamental right of the 
citizen and as a guiding principle for the 
economic	order.	(cf.	part	2	of	the	series	of	
articles	of	16	June	2015).	They	both	re-
mained untouched.

The	 authorities	 should,	 however,	 re-
ceive	new	extended	powers	to	intervene	
in the economic events. The federal gov-
ernment should be able to take measures 
on the “pursuit of trade and commerce” 
and on the “promotion of individual sec-
tors	and	professions”,	while	it	would	re-
main bound by the principle of freedom 
of	trade	and	commerce.	In	five	areas,	the	
federal government could take action in 
the	overall	interests	and,	if	necessary,	de-
viate from the freedom of trade and com-
merce – namely
1.	 to	 maintain	 existentially	 vulnerable	

sectors	or	professions,
2.	 to	 maintain	 a	 healthy	 peasant	 class	

and a powerful agriculture and to con-
solidate the ownership of agricultural 
property,

3. to protect economically endangered 
parts	of	the	country,

4. to combat the misuse of cartels and 
price	fixing,

5. to ensure the country’s supply – even 
in	 crisis	 and	 wartime.	 Furthermore,	
the federal government could establish 
rules	on	the	protection	of	workers,	on	
the relationship between workers and 
employers,	on	vocational	training,	on	
the	 job	placement,	on	unemployment	
and on unemployment benefit.

Collective job agreements could be de-
clared	 generally	 binding,	 so	 that	 their	
peacemaking action could unfold not only 
for the participating organizations but in 
an entire industry.

The new economy laws would upgrade 
the economic and professional organiza-
tions very generally by granting them the 
explicit	right	to	be	consulted	in	the	legis-
lative process (consultation process). This 
was	not	new,	however.	The	business	 as-
sociations,	trade	unions	and	in	particular	
the agricultural organizations have always 
played an important role both in the prepa-
ration and the implementation of the laws. 
The	administration	relied	on	their	expertise.

The draft economic laws were dis-
cussed for a second time briefly by the 
Parliament in 1945. The Federal Council 
sent it along for the later vote as follows: 

The new economic constitution would up-
hold	the	Right	to	Work,	keep	to	the	liberal	
economic system and take account of so-
cial democracy.

Reactions
However,	 the	 draft	 of	 the	 Parliament	
should not remain without contradiction. 
In	 1943,	 three	 popular	 initiatives	 were	
submitted,	 all	 of	which	were	discussed	
only after 1945. They all had the “Right 
to work” as their topic (cf. the details on 
this in part 6 of the series of articles in 
Current Concerns	of	1	December	2015):
1. The Social Democrats wanted to abol-

ish the freedom of trade and commerce 
and let the economy increasingly be di-
rected by the state.

2.	 Gottlieb Duttweiler and the Ring of In-
dependents refused to accept that the 
“old” economic liberalism should be 
limited by more laws and regulations. 
In their initiative they demanded more 
economic freedom associated with a 
greater reference to ethics and respon-
sibility,	in	order	to	reconcile	capital	and	
labor.

3.	 In	the	field	of	agriculture,	 the	Young	
Farmers (Farmers’ homeland move-
ment) demanded a new land law which 
connected the soil with the work. Only 
those should be able to purchase agri-
cultural land who also worked on it for 
their livelihood.

After the Second World War the people 
were facing the challenging task to take a 
stance in numerous polls on fundamental 
issues	of	the	economic	order,	the	pension	
and the family protection and to pave the 
way into a new era.

The results
The Ring of Independents’ initiative on 
the	 “Right	 to	 Work”,	 which	 wanted	 to	

Campaign poster for the acception of the 
introduction of the compulsory OASI in 

the year 1947 (picture cc)
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combine economic freedom with social 
attitude	 and	 responsibility,	 was	 clear-
ly rejected by 81 percent No-votes in 
1946. The initiative of the Social Dem-
ocrats,	who	wanted	to	put	the	economic	
system	in	principle	on	a	new	basis,	was	
also significantly rejected several months 
later with 69 percent No-votes. On 6 July 
1947,	53	percent	of	the	people	said	‘yes’	
to	a	reform	of	the	economic	laws,	which	
Parliament had drafted (today’s constitu-
tional	Articles	27	and	94–113).	One	rea-
son for the rather scarce vote was that the 
SP – the then largest party in Parliament 
–	had	voted	against	it,	because	the	draft	
would support full employment too little. 
The Socialists’ fear that it could lead to 
a	post-war	crisis,	proved	to	be	unfounded	
in retrospect. Unemployment should be no 
longer an issue in Switzerland for a quar-
ter century – on the contrary.

In	another	vote,	the	popular	initiative	
of young farmers was rejected after Par-
liament had drafted a bill to preserve the 
rural	estates,	which	granted	privileges	in	
land acquisition and inheritance to mem-
bers of the farmer’s family and the farm-
ers. The new Family Act (today’s constitu-
tional Article 116) and the Federal Law on 
the OASI which – as already mentioned 
– was adopted by the people on the same 
day as the economic acts with an over-
whelming majority of nearly eighty per-
cent	of	 the	votes,	 completed	 the	voting	
round in the forties.

There have been many other polls in 
the social and economic sectors to this 
day. They ranged within the framework 
that the people had set in the postwar 
years. OASI was often voted upon – for 
example	on	the	amount	of	pensions,	the	
deductions	 from	wages,	 retirement	age,	
the additional financing via value added 
tax	and	much	more.	A	few	years	after	the	
founding	of	the	OASI,	disability	insurance	
was	set	up	on	the	same	principle.	In	1972,	
the 3-pillar model was embedded in the 
Constitution	–	with	the	OASI,	IV	(Invalid-
ity Insurance) and EO (Compensation for 
loss of earned income during military ser-
vice,	civil	service,	community	service	or	
maternity)	as	the	first	pillar,	the	occupa-
tional pensions as second and private pen-
sion	schemes	as	third	pillar.	Once	again,	
the	people	agreed	with	an	impressive	74	
percent of yes-votes. Several popular in-
itiatives of the Left were clearly rejected 
since they wanted to convert OASI into a 
national pension.

Referendums secure social peace
These historic votes established the con-
stitutional foundations for today’s mod-
ern Switzerland immediately after the 
Second World War. In the economic 

sphere there was a “small total revision 
of	the	Federal	Constitution,	which	on	the	
whole has been maintained to this day” 
(Alfred Kölz). The referendums on retire-
ment and family protection were no less 
important. They shaped the market econ-
omy,	the	social	character,	which	we	know	
today. The interaction between govern-
ment,	parliament	and	people	had	worked	
perfectly,	so	that	the	economic	system	in	
combination with its social orientation 
represents an image of Swiss democra-
cy today.

It is striking how real and lifelike direct 
democracy	has	worked	in	those	years,	and	
how many signatures were then collected 
for the popular initiatives. It is impressing 
how	many	voters	went	to	the	polls,	even	
though the topics were rather demanding. 
It is amazing how naturally very different 
sections of the population from the Ger-
man,	French,	Italian	and	Romansh	speak-
ing Switzerland took up their rights as a 
people and were thus directly involved in 
the construction of modern Switzerland. 
–	Moreover,	 it	 is	noteworthy	to	say	that	
quite a few points of those popular initi-
atives that were once rejected later made 
their way into the Federal Constitution or 
in	the	legislation.	For	example,	certain	de-
cisions of associations can be declared 
generally	 binding,	 as	 had	 demanded	 a	
popular	initiative	already	in	1934,	wanting	
to give the associations and professional 
associations more political weight at that 
time	(cf.	part	5	of	23	September	2015).	
The	Right	to	Existence	(which	is	based	on	
the Right to Work and was included in sev-
eral	popular	initiatives)	is	explicitly	guar-
anteed today in the Federal Constitution 
– on the one hand directly on the Right 
to assistance when in need (Federal Con-
stitution	Art.	12	)	and	on	the	other	hand	
indirectly through the developed network 
of social insurance. It is further apparent 
that it would be wrong to reduce the eco-
nomic constitution simply to the freedom 
of trade and commerce – today’s econom-
ic freedom – and its numerous variations. 
This freedom right is probably the most 
basic legal pillar of the liberal economic 
system and represents a liberal econom-
ic system of the private sector. This only 
works,	however,	because	it	is	embedded	in	
a	national	context	and	also	regulates	social	
spheres. It is further supported by a stable 
monetary system and supplemented by a 
public sector which is now called the Pub-
lic Service. And last but not least it works 
because the food supplies are backed up 
from our own country – at least to a great-
er	extent.	These	are	other	areas	that	are	yet	
to	be	examined	from	the	perspective	of	di-
rect democracy.

Successful model 
The many referendums at the federal 
level that are taken on a mandatory level 

or	brought	about	the	people’s	rights,	de-
termine the economic and social life in 
Switzerland. Then there are the countless 
other votes in the communes and cantons 
in	which	citizens	express	their	diverse	in-
terests and political views. The fact that 
the representatives of the people often do 
not represent these voices of the people 
correctly in parliament can be observed 
in many of the votes described above. It 
has	been	found	that	really	viable,	future-
proof political solutions often only arise 
from the interplay of Parliament and the 
people – and sometimes it requires sever-
al polls to realize them. It actually takes 
time,	which	is	not	detrimental	to	the	qual-
ity – on the contrary.

From	various	sides,	criticism	is	raised	
today against individual popular initiatives 
at the federal level. They are said to vio-
late international law or the principle of 
separation of powers. Sometimes people 
demand that the number of signatures has 
to be increased or that more popular initi-
atives should be declared invalid by Par-
liament. There are also other voices. The 
constitutional lawyer Zaccaria Giacom-
etti,	for	example,	in	a	famous	sermon	in	
1954	as	rector	of	the	University	of	Zurich	
honored the people as “guardian of human 
rights”	(cf.	part	3	of	30	June	2015).

Today’s criticism distorts our view on 
the whole and on the significance of peo-
ple’s rights. The numerous referendums 
at the federal level (more than 600 since 
the establishment of the Confederation) 
and the numerous submitted popular in-
itiatives (over 300 since the introduction 
of this people’s right in 1891) represent 
life and social development in Switzer-
land in their variety and in their dyna-
mism.	They	are	an	expression	of	the	so-
cial nature of man in their creative power 
– far stronger and more immediate than 
the	 pure	 representative	 democracy,	 in	
which people hand over their political af-
fairs and let themselves be represented. 
Therein lies perhaps the secret to the suc-
cess of Switzerland.  •
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After seven decades, the world 
remembered the horrors of the 
Second World War. Hardly in 
the focus were the courageous 
escape helpers. There are well-
known names among them, but 
also those who were forgot-
ten, such as the artist and phi-
lanthropist Hans Beutler from 
Bueren on the Aare who did not 
even make it to an entry in the 
Swiss encyclopedia.

There are no mistaking cer-
tain parallels to other World 
War II escape helpers and Holo-
caust	Rescuers,	who	acted	with-
out regard to their own lives and 
to their own career: St. Gallen 
Commander	of	Police,	Paul Grü-
ninger, being removed from of-
fice	in	1938,	who	saved	the	lives	
of	more	than	3,000	refugees	and	
who was even sentenced for this 
good	deed,	has	not	been	rehabil-
itated posthumously before 1993. 
Following	this,	a	street	in	Jerusa-
lem	was	named	after	him,	and	in	
Switzerland in fact a film of his 
brave act was now made.

Something similar happened 
to Carl Lutz of the Ausserrho-
den borough Walzenhausen. As 
Vice	 Consul	 in	 Budapest,	 the	
diplomat had led the biggest res-
cue	operation	of	Jews,	and	doing	
so	he	had	saved	many	thousands,	but	re-
turning	to	Switzerland,	Berne	admonished	
him.	After	all,	before	his	death	he	was	still	
nominated honorary citizen by the com-
munity;	 but	 it	 took	 the	 Confederation	
twenty years after his death – fifty years 
after the end of the war – to thank him. 

No official thanks
It was different for Bernese artist and phi-
lanthropist Hans Beutler, who saved more 
than	5,000	Jews,	mostly	children,	 from	
persecution and death. He was admittedly 
not	punished	for	it,	because	he	acted	as	a	
Swiss abroad. But unlike Paul Grüninger 
and	Carl	Lutz,	down	to	the	present	day	he	
was never praised by official Switzerland.

Only a decade after his death one re-
membered again this great philanthropist 
just	in	his	borough,	where	he	was	born	and	
where he died. Politicians and a represent-
ative of the Red Cross spoke words of ac-
knowledgement. But then again it kept 
being	quiet	about	Hans	Beutler,	so	quiet	
that	in	2013	even	his	100th birthday and 

in	2014	the	20th anniversary of his death 
were forgotten.

In the service of the general
“Unter dem Bogen” in Bueren on the 
Aare,	Hans	Beutler	saw	the	light	of	the	
day	on	3	May	1913.	This	was	right	next	
to the imposing castle of the district ad-
ministration,	there	where	his	father,	mar-
ried	 to	a	French	Huguenot,	 led	a	bicy-
cle repair workshop. His childhood was 
overshadowed by illness. A stay in a san-
atorium	 compelled	 him	 into	 isolation,	
where he took refuge in children’s and 
storybooks.

In	order	to	get	him	out	of	isolation,	the	
parents	sent	him	to	the	Boy	Scouts,	where	
he blossomed and even took a lead-
ing	role	later	on.	In	the	prewar	years,	he	
headed the International Scout Centre in 
Kandersteg,	and	in	the	Scout	Movement,	
he,	as	v/o	Mutti,	made	many	friends,	so	
among others with the later travel writer 
René Gardi. 

The	profession	as	a	graphic	designer,	
learned	 in	Welsch	land,	 aroused	 his	 de-

sire to artistic creation as drafts-
man	and	painter.	Pen,	ink	pen,	
brush and linocut knife were his 
instruments	of	labor,	which	he	
led with ease bubbling over with 
ideas.	In	1939,	his	breakthrough	
came with a card series “600 
years Battle of Laupen”. He 
willingly responded to the call 
of the Swiss National donation 
as their objective to alleviate 
the suffering of the war corre-
sponded to his intention. Un-
forgettable subjects to soldiers’ 
Christmas right up to the design 
of General Guisan’s Christmas 
letter made his name known all 
over the country. 

Painter, draftsman  
and illustrator

Throughout	his	life,	the	talented	
and versatile artist worked for 
various publishers as book and 
magazine	 illustrator,	 and	 this	
even	in	the	last	years,	overshad-
owed by painful disease. In ad-
dition to his color-intensive oil 
paintings	 and	watercolors,	 his	
pen and ink drawings as well 
as his intaglios fare impressing. 
He conjured the latter with old 
gramophone needles in over-
dyed paper. He painted his pic-
tures on everything just being 
available for him: on wooden 

boards,	old	cardboard	boxes,	even	on	the	
back	of	used	envelopes	…

But in Hans Beutler’s chest still lived 
a second soul – his willingness to aid. As 
a result of the war this willingness be-
came even more pronounced and urged 
him to action. Thus in Davesco in the Ti-
cino	in	1942,	he	took	over	the	lead	of	an	
internment camp for young people. Here 
his pedagogical natural talent attracted at-
tention. This in turn led Rodolfo Olgia-
ti,	former	head	of	Swiss Red Cross’ child 
welfare organisation,	to	entrust	him	with	
the management of a children’s home in 
France,	so	that	he	became	Red Cross del-
egate. 

Rescuer of more than 5,000 people
His arrival at the Cevennes village Le 
Chambon-sur-Lignon,	 situated	 on	 the	
Central Plateau in the department of 
Haute-Loire,	in	1943	(Lignon	is	the	name	
of the first tributary of the Loire) took 
place during the German occupation of 

“Monsieur Bötleer’s” quiet grandeur
A Swiss saved the lives of over 5,000 Jews in France

by Heini Hofmann

Articstic creation accompanied Hans Beutler through his 
entire life, and even in old age he guided as draftsman, 
as painter, and as illustrator the pen, the brush and the 

cutting knife with a steady hand. 
(picture: Hans-Beutler-Stiftung)

continued on page 16
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France. In the former Huguenot village 
people knew what it means to be perse-
cuted.	Indeed,	thanks	to	his	selfless	com-
mitment,	Hans	Beutler	very	soon	had	as	
many	as	five	infant	homes	at	his	disposal,	
and,	on	top	of	that,	a	number	of	apprentice	
workshops and a (donated) farmstead of 
57	hectares,	where	French,	Spanish,	Eng-
lish and Belgian war orphans were find-
ing shelter.

At	 Le	 Chambon-sur-Lignon,	 which	
later became the symbol of the volun-
tary assistance for innocent war victims 
provided	 from	 Switzerland,	 more	 than	
5,000	Jewish	children	and	adults	were	hid-
den and rescued from persecution and de-
portation during the war with the help of 
many local persons who assisted refugees. 
Unfortunately,	he	could	not	rescue	all	peo-
ple.	He	became	a	witness	of	a	cruel	ex-
termination campaign in the region. After 
the	war	ended,	those	infant	homes	were	
taken over by the French Red Cross; but 
apparently people did not want to miss the 
broad	experience	of	their	beloved	“Mon-
sieur Bötleer”.

Co-founder of the Youth Red Cross
Hans Beutler did not return to Switzer-
land	until	1956;	but	he	remained	in	ser-
vice with the Red Cross, to which he 
gave	many	impulses,	without	ever	push-
ing himself to the fore. He was co-found-
er of the Swiss Youth Red Cross,	and	on	
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of 
the Red Cross he launched the very first 
motor	 coaches	 for	 disabled	 persons,	 fi-
nanced by money that young people had 
earned themselves – which was entirely in 
tune with his concept of dedicated help. 

After the same self-help principle he 
realised – as a collaborative effort by 
the Youth Red Cross and the vocation-
al schools from all over Switzerland and 
the Casa Henry Dunant in Varazze at the 
Mediterranean coast of Italy – another 
model	project:	within	impressive	60,000	
hours	of	work,	apprentices	and	vocational	
school students turned a run-down build-
ing into a flourishing course centre for ad-
olescents. Only his final years before he 
died in 1994 did he spend again in Bueren 
on the Aare.

A valuable stock of cultural assets
Another great passion of “Monsieur 
Bötleer” was collecting. That was also 
known to his many protégés from the pe-
riod	Le	Chambon-sur-Lignon;	they	were	
by	now	living	all	over	the	world,	and	out	
of gratitude they sent him the desired ob-
jects from anywhere of the world: chil-
dren’s and fairy tale books from a varie-

ty	of	linguistic	and	cultural	areas,	artfully	
decorated Easter eggs as well as children’s 
toys,	 and	 in	 particular	 nativity	 scenes	
from around the globe. 

Fortunately,	 these	unique	 collections	
during his lifetime found a new home 
at the toy and nativity scene museum in 
Bubendorf/BL1. Hans Beutler decided to 
take	this	step,	because	he	felt	that	in	the	
little town of Bueren on the Aare he was 
not	 really	 understood.	 Consequently,	 it	
was	in	Bubendorf,	that	his	100th anniversa-
ry	was	commemorated	with	a	special	ex-
hibition	in	2013.

Silently practiced brotherly love
When Hans Beutler was awarded the 
cultural prize of the town and district of 
Grenchen	in	1981,	his	friends	were	highly	
delighted.	In	the	laudatory	speech,	he	was	
honoured	for	his	“extraordinary	work	in	
the service of humanity” and for his “rich 
activities	as	a	painter,	graphic	artist,	illus-
trator,	and	collector	of	valuable	cultural	
assets”.

The gifted artist and great humanitarian 
with	his	charming	personality,	a	mixture	
of Bernese staidness and French openness 
to	the	world,	put	his	artistry	wholeheart-
edly at the service of his social helper ac-
tivity. His life was dedicated to a brother-
ly love silently practiced in everyday life.

The decisive impulse
It was a Solomon-like advice that prompt-
ed him to take the decisive step at an early 
age. At the time a scouting friend said to 

him:	“Imagine	you	were	a	great	painter,	
and you were standing like Michelange-
lo	high	up	on	a	scaffold	in	a	 large	hall,	
and down below in the corner there was 
a	door,	at	which	somebody	was	knocking.	
If	you	are	a	great	painter,	you	will	stay	on	
the	scaffold	and	go	on	painting.	If,	howev-
er,	you	are	a	bungler	you	will	climb	down	
and open the door. 

But it could also be that you aren’t a 
bungler,	and	still	think	you	should	open	
the	 door,	 because	 somebody	 may	 need	
your help. In that case you should climb 
down and open the door – for then you 
will enter a rich landscape full of surpris-
es and new challenges – challenges you 
have	never	sought,	but	that	will	carry	you	
through life.” Hans Beutler decided to 
climb down!

There are innumerable people who are 
greatly	 indebted	 to	him,	and	many	who	
owe	him	their	lives.	But	modest	as	he	was,	
his good deeds went largely unrecognized. 
In	his	country,	he	has	never	been	official-
ly	honoured	to	this	very	day,	and	the	only	
reminder of him in the town of Bueren on 
the Aare is a humble commemoration note 
at his birthplace “Unter dem Bogen”.  •
1 Nativity Scenes and Toy Museum in the former 

village schoolhouse in Bubendorf/BL: Annu-
al	nativity	scenes	exhibition	with	exhibits	from	
Hans Beutler from early November until the 
middle	of	January;	on	Sundays	from	2	p.m.	until	
5	p.m.	(free	entry),	Guided	tours	on	request,	
www.museum-bubendorf.ch or  
Phone:	(0041)	61	931	32	92.

(Translation Current Concerns) 

In Bueren on the Aare, right next to the castle housing the district administration, is 
the birth house of Hans Beutler located. His father had a bicycle workshop “Unter 

den Bögen” there. (Drawing: Hans Beutler)

”’Monsieur Bötleer’s‘ quiet grandeur” 
continued from page 15


