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The compass needle still points towards confrontation
For this very reason: More support for the voices of peace!

by Karl Müller

Today’s situation in the Middle East, and 
not only there, is reminiscent of the situ-
ation of the Holy Roman Empire of the 
German Nation in Central Europe during 
the Thirty Years’ War in many ways, with 
religious fanaticism, unspeakable out-
breaks of violence, brutalisation of all as-
pects of life, great political powers fight-
ing each other on the territories of other 
states and nations, ever changing front-
lines and alliances … and changing “for-
tunes” of war, utter destruction of whole 
regions with most valuable cultural treas-
ures … but above all immeasurable suf-
fering of the people. The Thirty Years’ 
War only came to a halt when no party 
had reason to hope for military victory 
any more, when the armies were exhaust-
ed and the war chests empty, when reali-
ties had to be faced. Such as: the factual 
impotence of the Reich, the rise of sover-
eign princes, all acting on equal footing 

with each other, with absolute power in re-
ligious and political affairs in their terri-
tories some of which would develop into 
sovereign states, the beginning of a system 
based on international law.

Like the Thirty Years’ War
In very similar circumstances numerous 
politicians, military personnel and other 
“elites” of the world convened for the an-
nual Munich Security Conference from 
16–18 February. The conference showed 
that the world is still in the middle of the 
great confrontation and doesn’t even know 
when the peak of the hostilities will be 
reached. On the contrary: the fact raises 
concerns that with US Senator John Mc-
Cain it was yet another warmonger whom 
this years’ Ewald-von-Kleist-Prize, the 
Munich Security Conference award, was 
bestowed on. Mainly representatives of 
“the West” voiced threats and assigned 

guilt yet again, while sugarcoating their 
own policies with blooming spins of bi-
ased half-truths. The speech of US securi-
ty adviser Herbert R. McMaster as well as 
his statements in the discussion1 were just 
one example for that. 

Justifications and messages
An event like the Munich Security Con-
ference is made for the public, in particu-
lar the German one. The media coverage 
is huge. However, one shouldn’t expect to 
learn from those speeches what is really 
going on in the world. Matter-of-fact po-
litical debates take place on the backstage, 
if at all. The speeches made in public are 
aimed at the public and contain mainly 
justifications and messages. One message 
was brought home with special insistence: 
the compass needle is still not pointing to-

Switzerland in dialogue with Russia
Duma Members of Parliament visit Berne

by Eva-Maria Föllmer-Müller

On 18 and 19 February 2018, the Presi-
dent of the Russian State Duma, Vyache-
slav Volodin, visited his Swiss counter-
parts in the National Council and Council 
of States with a delegation of high-rank-
ing representatives of the Duma and re-
gional representatives. 

The President of the Swiss National Coun-
cil, Dominique de Buman, welcomed the 
delegation at the Federal Palace. The Pres-
ident of the National Council was accom-
panied by Marina Carobbio-Gus cetti, 
First Vice-President of the National Coun-
cil, Elisabeth Schneider-Schneiter, Pres-
ident of the Foreign Affairs Committees 
(FAC) of the National Council, Filippo 
Lombardi, President of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committees (FAC) of the Council 
of States and President of the Delegation 
to the Council of Europe, and National 
Councillor Margret Kiener-Nellen, Pres-
ident of the OSCE Delegation. In May 
2017, the then President of the National 
Council, Jürg Stahl, had already travelled 

to Moscow and St. Petersburg for one 
week with a delegation of Swiss National 
Council representatives from all political 
parties (see Current Concerns No 12 from 
30 May 2017). It was the first visit to Rus-
sia by federal officials since the beginning 
of the Ukrainian crisis in spring 2014. 

The return visit is a continuation of 
Switzerland’s independent path as a neu-
tral state. The Chairperson of the Russian 
Federation Council, Valentina Matviyen-
ko, was already on a visit to Berne in Oc-
tober 2016 (see Current Concerns No 25 
from 14 November 2016).

Also with this visit from Russia it was 
said to be abused for PR purposes. By con-
trast, Swiss government officials made clear 
that it was important to advance the stag-
nant dialogue on the Ukrainian conflict. Vy-
acheslav Volodin, Chairman of the Russian 
State Duma, is under both US and EU sanc-
tions. He is barred from travelling to any 
EU country and his assets in the EU coun-
tries have been frozen. From 2011 to 2016, 
he was Putin’s first deputy chief of staff. 

Filippo Lombardi, President of the 
Switzerland-Russia interparliamenta-
ry group, however, said that Switzerland 
has its traditional “neutral role”. “We have 
managed to reduce the factors of conflict 
and bring down the fighting,” he said, ac-
cording to the Russian news agency TASS. 
“I think that is the role Switzerland should 
play, and the Swiss parliament should do 
the same at its own level.”

The president of the National Coun-
cil, Dominique de Buman, stressed the 
independence of Swiss economic policy, 
which does not simply follow the appli-
cation of the EU sanctions against Russia. 
According to Volodin, the economic sanc-
tions should not have had a negative im-
pact on Switzerland, on the contrary: in 
the past twelve months alone, the Swiss-
Russian trade volume has grown by 20 per 
cent (sda from 19 February 2018). 

Volodin lauded Switzerland’s more 
flexible attitude compared to the EU. In 
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wards peace. Countries, including Germa-
ny, are preparing for still more wars in-
stead. 

Von der Leyen: Militarisation of the 
EU as “task of European future”

Two sentences from the opening address 
given by German Minister of Defence Ur-
sula von der Leyen2 are exemplary: “Es-
tablishing capabilities and structures is 
one thing. The other thing is the common 
desire to actually make use of this mili-
tary weight if circumstances so require.” – 
Von der Leyen wants to achieve that with 
more EU and within NATO: “We want to 
remain transatlantic – while also becom-
ing more European. We want to enable 
Europe to also carry more weight in terms 
of military power.” And another two sen-
tences further: “This is our European task 
for the future.” How endlessly far removed 
these sentences are from what the peoples 
of the world had aimed for in 1945: “We 
the peoples of the United Nations, de-
termined to save succeeding generations 
from the scourge of war, which twice in 
our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to 
mankind …”

But the West is not the world
But “the West” is not the world. There 
were politicians even at the Munich Secu-
rity Conference who had great concerns 
and called for a change. 

Fu Jing, who chairs the committee on 
foreign relations of the Chinese parlia-
ment, had already argued for her opin-
ion that the development of countries like 
China will not necessarily be detrimental 
to the rest of the world, in a special Mu-
nich Security Conference issue3 of the 
“German Times”. She asserts that China 
has no intention to export her politics 
or world view. Unlike the US led West, 
whom she accuses to have tried to west-
ernise the whole globe by exporting their 
own values and models, thereby not only 
failing to tackle old problems but creating 
new ones instead. China, on the other side, 
could only thrive in a peaceful internation-
al environment, she stresses. She called 
for the US and China, as well as Europe, 
Russia and other countries, to start investi-
gating the essentials of solving great con-
flicts – from this not only the big powers 
would benefit, it would also contribute to 
solving burning regional issues. 

Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sergej Lawrow4 warned of twisting histo-
ry – not in the case of World War II and 
the Western instrumentalisation of Na-
tional Socialist Germany against the So-
viet Union, not in the case of NATO ex-
pansion to the East after 1991 towards 
Russian borders; and also not regarding 

the instrumentalisation of fascist forc-
es in the Ukrainian coup-d’état of Febru-
ary 2014 and the cruelties which followed 
it. The minister referred to the claims of 
an allegedly ever-growing negative influ-
ence of Russia, which keep being reiterat-
ed, as “propaganda of confrontation with 
Russia”. The real intentions of his coun-
try, he emphasised, were completely dif-
ferent. He renewed the offer to cooperate 
with both EU and the West on the basis of 
mutual benefit and to strengthen the Unit-
ed Nations. 

A voice from Qatar
Last but not least: How would history 
proceed if the world were to appreciate 
the voice of a small country in the Mid-
dle East such as Qatar … provided these 
words were uttered in earnest? We in the 
West get mainly negative headlines about 
this country at the Persian Gulf. And, in-
deed there is no way to whitewash the 
practice of financing terrorist groups in 
other countries. 

However, the speech made by Emir 
Tamin bin Hamad al-Thani in Munich5 
was, really, worth listening to. Emir al 
Thani reminded the audience of the recent 
European history and how formerly hos-
tile states succeeded in becoming partners 
who cooperate and solve conflicts peace-
fully. Even Britain leaving the EU does 
not result in war but is handled in negoti-
ations. A similar approach is necessary in 
the Middle East, he stressed. To this day 
many governments in his region and glob-
al powers were violating the human rights 
and go unpunished. Many governments 
acted without accountability. Peoples were 
losing their faith in the future that way, he 
emphasised, if mechanisms to solve con-
flicts and to respect the law were no long-
er working. He reminded the audience of 
the expulsion of the Palestinians 70 years 
ago and today’s situation in Syria, Libya, 
Afghanistan, Somalia and Yemen.

While Europe had turned a blind eye 
on this injustice, he analysed, they were 
now forced to pay attention thanks to the 
“waves of refugees”. Terrorist attacks 
were not only due to religious extremism, 
he claimed. In many Arab countries big 
sectors of society were marginalised and 
despotic regimes were using religious her-
esy to justify oppression. The youth in the 
Middle East had the opinion, according to 
the speaker, that the world was dominat-
ed by hypocrisy and injustice. The peo-
ples were no longer trusting their govern-
ments and saw violence as the only way 
to change matters. Making these men to 
chose between “security” on the one hand 
and “dignity”, freedom and social jus-
tice on the other was the wrong approach, 
the Emir argued. The “Arab Spring” had 
changed nothing in his opinion. He inter-
preted these events as a “cry for dignity” 

which had been silenced by force. This 
must stop, he said.

Peace for the Middle East
What was necessary, according to the 
Emir, was to end violent conflicts in his 
region and to offer both security and 
human rights to its people. Eight of the 
ten bloodiest conflicts in the world were 
localised in the Greater Middle East. 
In 2017, his country Qatar had experi-
enced the injustice to be isolated and to 
be blamed to finance terrorism abroad, 
he explained. However, they had stood 
their course and maintained sovereign-
ty, the Emir announced. He interpreted 
these accusations as an attempt by big 
powers to abuse small countries like his. 
But: “It is essential for the interests of 
people in the Middle East that independ-
ence and sovereignty of small countries 
like Qatar be guaranteed instead of forc-
ing them to take side in the conflicts be-
tween two powers.” 

Emir al-Thani believes time has come 
for a real security architecture in the Mid-
dle East. To achieve that, he urged “all na-
tions to no longer quarrel about issues of 
the past but to accept a framework of basic 
security and governance rules, in order to 
guarantee a minimum of security, peace 
and welfare.”

All nations in the Middle East, big or 
small, should adopt the concept of peace-
ful coexistence with respected platforms 
for negotiating conflicts which are backed 
by the whole region. 

Al-Thani stressed that the Middle East 
needs the support of the international 
community for this goal. He concluded his 
speech by urging all nations of the Middle 
East to accept his invitation and cooper-
ate in establishing such a security concept.

Perhaps the Middle East has reason to 
hope that the Emir of Qatar has indeed 
turned into a realistic idealist. For the peo-
ple in the region this would be the best we 
can wish for. And as for our own politi-
cians who carry responsibility in the West 
– a bit more natural idealism would help, 
the Machiavellism of the recent past has 
already caused too much damage. •

1 www.securityconference.de/mediathek/munich-
security-conference-2018/video/statement-by-
herbert-raymond-mcmaster/

2 www.bmvg.de/de/aktuelles/europaeischer-werden-

-transatlantisch-bleiben-22174
3 www.the-security-times.com/beijings-plans-for-

a-globalization-that-is-more-open-inclusive-and-

beneficial-for-all/
4 www.mid.ru/en/press_service/minister_

speeches/-/asset_publisher/7OvQR5KJWVmR/

content/id/3081301
5 www.securityconference.de/fileadmin/

MSC_ /2018/MSC2018_Reden/Speech_of_HH_

The_Amir_in_the_Munich_Security_Conference_

English_Version.pdf
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A voice for peace with Russia
Letter of a retired German district president to the director of a museum in Volgograd (formerly Stalingrad)

mb. The German internet platform 
“NachDenkSeiten” has published a 
moving letter of a retired district presi-
dent of Brunswick, written on the occa-
sion of the 75th anniversary of the Bat-
tle of Stalingrad. On 2 February 2018 
no German official representative had 
come to Volgograd. Surprisingly many 
German media had reported on the 
celebrations with derision rather than 
with sympathy and grief. Karl-Wil-
helm Lange, the former district pres-
ident of Brunswick who also has been 
president of the “Volksbund deutscher 
Kriegsgräberfürsorge” (German War 
Graves Commission) has now writ-
ten a letter to Valentia Sorokoletova, 
director of the museum in Volgograd, 
known to him from his work for the 
“Volksbund”. The letter is worth read-
ing and distributing. Current Concerns 
feels that this document should also be 
known to its readers.

                 3 February 2018
Karl-Wilhelm Lange, 
retired district president, 
Beethovenstrasse 25, 
34346 Hannoversch Münden

to

Volga-Don Canal Museum, 
director Valentina Sorokoletova, 
Volgograd, Russia, 400082

Dear Valentina,
today it is 75 years ago that the remain-
ders of the 6th army under General Pau-
lus surrendered after months of heavy 
fighting. 500,000 soldiers on both sides 
and civilians – including many chil-
dren – had lost their lives. I would have 
liked to be with you, among the ten 
thousands who have assembled in Vol-

gograd to mourn and to commemorate. 
Because I know about the feelings of 
the veterans who not only celebrate a 
victory over the German aggressors but 
also remember the suffering, the dying 
and death itself who did not make a 
difference between soldiers and civil-
ians, between women and children nor 
between Russians and Germans.

You have published numerous let-
ters of young German soldiers from the 
Volgograd military museum who were 
sending a last greeting to their moth-
er, facing a certain death. Letters which 
did not reach their destinations. In their 
grief, their courage and their consola-
tion for their mothers, their words of 
farewell did not sound different from 
the letters of their Russian comrades 
who had joined these fights just as in-
nocent, sacrificing their lives, because 
military command did not give them a 
choice.

And I remember the many conver-
sations with Russian generals, officers 
and simple soldiers who met their Ger-
man opponents with respect, reaching 
out their hand for reconciliation because 
they were very well aware of the distinc-
tion between the fascist leadership under 
Adolf Hitler and his aggression against 
the Soviet Union and the German sol-
diers and the German people. 

Today I feel attached in deep grief 
to you, the people of Volgograd and the 
veterans, remembering our collabora-
tion for the erection of the war cem-
eteries in Volgograd/Rossoshka and 
thankful for the bridges of reconcili-
ation which we built for our peoples, 
bridges on which we could meet, old 
and young, embrace each other and 
vow that nothing and nobody would 

ever be able to dissuade us from this 
path of reconciliation, peace and col-
laboration.

President Putin’s 2001 address to 
the German Parliament whose mem-
bers thanked him standing for this great 
speech was forming the symbolic cor-
nerstone for this new peace order be-
tween our peoples and for Europe. It 
seemed like a dream had come true.

But today, on the 75th anniversary of 
the battle of Stalingrad, we are facing 
the ruins of this too short dream, in the 
middle of a new Cold War which is ex-
clusively serving the interests of the US/
NATO and which is setting out to de-
stroy the forces of reconciliation, peace 
and collaboration between Russia and 
Germany by armament, by manoeu-
vres on Russia’s border and by econom-
ic sanctions.

But still, dear Valentina, in spite of 
all that, let us not fall into despair but 
hold on to our dream and use all our 
power to make sure that the forces of 
peace and reconciliation will prevail 
over the ghosts of the past which have 
returned from the depths of hell. We 
are committed to this persistent work 
by the memories of the battle, the mil-
itary cemeteries in Stalingrad, the re-
membrance of the millions of victims 
of the Great Patriotic War and our re-
sponsibility for the young generation in 
our peoples who will rightly measure 
our political work by this question.

In friendship and attachment,  
with kind regards  

for all friends in Volgograd  
your Karl-Wilhelm

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Switzerland in dialogue …” 
continued from page 1

an interview with the Swiss TV RTS he 
added: “The time for such sanctions will 
soon be over […]. Sanctions are a dead-
end strategy, one that we do not support, 
and I don’t think Switzerland supports ei-
ther.” Volodin strongly criticised the EU 
sanctions and the anti-Russia campaign 
by the US.

With regard to the Ukrainian crisis, 
Dominique de Buman stressed that Swit-
zerland did not want to interfere, but of-
fered its good offices to mediate. Open-
ing and peace is the maxim of his country. 

On Monday, according to TASS, Na-
tional Councillor Elisabeth Schneider-
Schneiter said: “I believe everything must 
be done to see them [Russia’s powers in 
PACE] reinstated.” As a member of the 
Parliamentary Assembly, she was always 
against having Russia stripped of its pow-
ers. She reiterated that under Swiss tradi-
tion everyone must have a possibility to 
have their say. “From the very start, the 
idea of the Council of Europe was in hav-
ing all parties at the table, with none of the 
parties excluded.” Dominique de Buman 
had already assured that Switzerland will 
try to settle this problem within the frame-
work of the Council of Europe. In April 

2014, the Russian delegation was denied 
the right to vote and to take part in the ac-
tivities of PACE’s governing bodies and 
election monitoring missions. The rea-
son given was the Ukrainian crisis and 
Crimea. The Russian delegation in re-
sponse had decided not to attend PACE 
sessions on these provisions. 

Switzerland will send two Swiss parlia-
mentarians as observers in the Russian pres-
idential election on 18 March, as de Buman 
and Volodin announced before the media.

At the end of the visit, Duma chairman 
Volodin made a courtesy visit to Feder-
al Councillor Ignazio Cassis, head of the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.  •
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Italy before the elections

Nothing but NATO parties are running for elections
by Manlio Dinucci*

There is a party 
that, even if it does 
not appear, takes 
part in the Ital-
ian elections: the 
NATO Party. It is 
formed by a trans-
versal majority, that 
explicitly or tacit-
ly supports Italy’s 
membership of the 

Great Alliance under US command.
This explains why, at the height of the 

electoral campaign, the main parties tac-
itly accepted the additional commitments 
undertaken by the government in the meet-
ing of 29 Nato Ministers of Defence (for 
Italy Roberta Pinotti), on 14–15 February 
in Brussels. The ministers first participat-
ed in the NATO Nuclear Planning Group, 
chaired by the United States, whose de-
cisions are always top secret. Then the 
ministers met at the level of North At-
lantic Council. Just two hours later, they 
announced important decisions (already 
taken elsewhere) to modernise the NATO 
Command Structure, the backbone of our 
Alliance.

A new Joint Force Command for the 
Atlantic will be set up, probably locat-
ed in the United States, in order to pro-

tect sea lines of communication between 
North America and Europe. Thus they in-
vented the scenario of Russian submarines 
that could sink merchant ships on transat-
lantic routes.

A new Command for logistics will 
be set up, probably located in Germany, 
to “improve the movement in Europe of 
troops and equipment essential to our col-
lective defense”. Thus they invented the 
scenario of a NATO forced to defend it-
self from an aggressive Russia. 

On the contrary, it is NATO that aggres-
sively deploys its military forces along the 
border with Russia. Additional land com-
ponent commands will be established in 
Europe to “further improve coordination 
and rapid response for our forces”.

NATO will also set up a new “Cyber 
Operations Centre” to “further strength-
en our defences”. It will be located at the 
headquarters of Mons (Belgium), head-
ed by the Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe, who always is a US General 
appointed by the President of the Unit-
ed States.

The ministers confirmed their commit-
ment to increase military spending. Over 
the last three years, the European allies 
and Canada increased it by a total of $ 46 
billion, but it is just the beginning. The 
goal is that every member country reach-
es at least 2% of the GDP (the US spend 
4%), so as to have “more cash and there-
fore more military capabilities”.

The European countries that have so 
far reached and exceeded this quota are: 

Greece (2.32%), Estonia, Great Britain, 
Romania, Poland. The military spending 
of the European Union must be comple-
mentary to that of NATO. This was reit-
erated in a meeting with the EU foreign 
representative Federica Mogherini. Minis-
ter Pinotti confirmed that “Italy, respecting 
US demand, has begun to increase spend-
ing for Defence” and that “we will con-
tinue on this road that is a road of respon-
sibility”.

The way is therefore being traced. 
But this is not talked about in the elec-
toral campaign. While on Italy’s mem-
bership of the European Union the main 
parties have different positions, on the 
belonging of Italy to NATO are practi-
cally unanimous. This distorts the whole 
scenario. We cannot discuss about the 
European Union while ignoring that 21 
out of the 27 EU countries (after Brex-
it), with about 90% of the population of 
the Union, are members of NATO under 
US command.

We cannot ignore the political and mili-
tary consequences – at the same time eco-
nomic, social and cultural consequences – 
of the fact that NATO is turning Europe 
into a battlefield against Russia, depicted 
as a threatening enemy: the new “empire 
of evil” attacking “the greatest democracy 
in the world” from the inside with its army 
of trolls. •

Source: www.voltairenet.org, 21.2.2018

(Translation Current Concerns)

Manlio Dinucci
(picture ma)

* Manilion Dinucci is an Italian geographer and 
geopolitical scientist. He has published numer-
ous books, including “Laboratorio di geografia” 
(2014), “L’arte della guerra. Annali della Strate-
gia USA/Nato 1990–2016“, “Diarioa di viag-
gion“ (2017).
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Why the Swiss sovereign would hardly agree to an  
institutional framework agreement with the EU

by Dr iur Marianne Wüthrich

No wonder, the Federal Council has de-
layed for years now telling the people 
the truth over the ominous framework 
agreement with Brussels. Since as soon 
as small snippets of information leak 
through, it becomes clear: Switzerland’s 
obligation to adopt EU laws would affect 
so many sensitive legal fields – and thus 
practically all interest groups – that the 
sovereign would for sure vote “no” in a 
referendum. This is implicitly confirmed 
by the Federal Council in its media re-
lease of 21 February 2018: “The nor-
malisation of relations with the EU re-
mained fragmentary in the last year. It is 
still the Federal Council’s strategic goal 
to secure the bilateral approach in the 
long term. […] With regard to the clarifi-
cation of institutional issues, an unemo-
tional discussion of the benefits and costs 
of such an agreement is needed, includ-
ing economic, foreign policy and state 
policy aspects”1. 

Recently, the “Schweizerische Gewerk-
schaftsbund (SGB, Swiss Federation of 
Trade Unions) expressed its opposition to 
imposed EU law by the European Court of 
Justice (ECJ). Since the Agreement on the 
Free Movement of Persons (AFMP) was 
accepted by the trade unions in 1999, only 
on the condition that it would be com-
bined with effective accompanying meas-
ures of worker protection. However, law 
concerning free movement of persons is 
one of the legal fields in which Brussels 
claims regulatory and interpretative sov-
ereignty. But, according to the SGB chief 
economist Daniel Lampart, the ECJ has 
decided against worker protection on sev-
eral occasions in recent years and the 
SGB does not, under any circumstances, 
want the highest EU court to decide on the 
admissibility of the accompanying meas-
ures in Switzerland.

The accompanying measures to the 
(AFMP) have been in force since 1 June 
2004 and essentially include a Law on the 
Posting of Workers which obliges foreign 
employers to comply with minimum wage 
and working conditions in accordance 
with the applicable Swiss regulations. In 
particular, to protect against wage dump-
ing is of central importance for workers 
living in Switzerland. The law is enforced 
by frequent checks, especially in the ho-
tels, restaurants and construction indus-
tries and by sanctions against employers 
who violate mandatory regulations, as 
well as by declaring a general applicabil-
ity of collective labour agreements for the 
relevant sectors.2

Independent service providers are 
using loopholes to by-pass the laws

Do you remember the modest little cars 
with a foreign license plates and inscrip-
tions such as “electrician’s services” or 
“paintwork” that appeared in Swiss cit-
ies after the summer of 2004? Those who 
offer their services as independent con-
tractors do not have to adhere to maxi-
mum working hours or minimum wages. 
Companies and individuals, entering 
Switzerland for a short time and offering 
their services at dumping prices took ad-
vantage of these circumstances. By the 
time the inspectors showed up, they had 
already disappeared.

Then some cantons at the border took 
countermeasures. They requested a regis-
tration with the cantonal authorities prior 
to work and proof of actually being an in-
dependent company. Brussels immedi-
ately protested against this indispensable 
and quite soft measure, aimed to protect 
domestic workers, saying that this was a 
violation of the Agreement on the Free 
Movement of Persons. According to the 
daily press, this dispute has been left un-
resolved for years in the Mixed Commit-
tee of the AFMP. (“St. Galler Tagblatt” of 
21.2.2018) Nevertheless, this practice be-
came established in Switzerland and has 
meanwhile been declared a rule by the 
Confederation. Thus the State Secretariat 
for Migration (SEM) demands in its no-

tification procedure for short term-stay-
ers: “Self-employed service providers 
must provide proof of their independence 
to the supervisory authorities at their re-
quest. […] The notification must be made 
no later than 8 days before the employ-
ment starts.”3

Understandably, this requirement to no-
tify in advance is not negotiable for the 
trade unions, because without it the local 
working conditions could not be enforced 
in foreign companies.

SGB chief economist Daniel Lampart: 
Switzerland needs neither 

a framework agreement nor  
an electricity agreement 

In an interview with “Blick” journalist 
René Lüchinger, Daniel Lampart, head of 
the secretariat and chief economist of the 
Swiss Federation of Trade Unions (SGB), 
puts it plainly: “From our point of view, 
Switzerland doesn’t need a framework 
agreement. It’s the EU Commission want-
ing it, and not the Member States. From 
an economic point of view, there is no ur-
gent need for action”4 A remarkable state-
ment – as the Federal Council and its ne-
gotiating team have been trying for years 
to make the citizens believe that there is 
no alternative to a framework agreement 
with the EU for the Swiss economy. It 
goes without saying, that the EU Commis-

Which EU law for Switzerland? An example

mw. According to the daily press, the 
discussion on the scope of the “dy-
namic adoption of law” has not quite 
begun yet. This means that Switzer-
land would also have to adopt future 
EU law that is not yet known in the 
areas agreed with Brussels. In fact, this 
opens up a wide field of open ques-
tions about which citizens want to be 
kept fully informed.

“Red Line”: 
 EU Citizenship Directive

In the area of the Agreement on the 
Free Movement of Persons (AFMP) 
alone, there are disagreements on a 
large scale. For example, EU Citizen-
ship Directive 2004/38/EU is part of the 
free movement of persons for the EU. 
For Switzerland, on the other hand, 
the Federal Council declared it years 
ago as a “red line” in the context of 
the institutional agreement. For exam-
ple, under this directive, social benefits 
could be obtained without previous 

gainful employment in the host coun-
try. Or border crossers should in future 
no longer receive unemployment ben-
efits in their country of residence, but 
in the state where they last worked.1 
For Switzerland, with its more than 
300,000 cross-border workers, this lat-
ter regulation alone would mean ad-
ditional costs of several hundred mil-
lion francs. (“St. Galler Tagblatt” from 
21.2.2018)

The EU negotiators responsible for 
Switzerland, Richard Szotak and Mar-
tin Selmayr, two close collaborators 
of Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker, alone on this question will 
probably not agree with the Federal 
Council – whether the EU citizenship di-
rective applies or not.

1 Prof Dr Christa Tobler, University of Basel 
and Leiden. Impact of adoption of the EU 
Citizenship Directive for Switzerland. Free 
movement of persons and access to state ben-
efits. May 6, 2014, University of Fribourg.

continued on page 6
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”Why the Swiss sovereign …” 
continued from page 5

sion is pressing to incorporate Switzerland 
into its monumental body of rules and ju-
risdiction by means of a control and moni-
toring instrument that encompasses all bi-
lateral relations. 

The SGB is one of the most important 
Swiss interest groups that do not want 
such incorporation. As the association’s 
responsible economist, Daniel Lampart 
monitors the case law of the European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) and states that it 
has decided on several occasions against 
workers protection in recent years. The 
SGB therefore does not want the ECJ to 
legally assess the accompanying meas-
ures to the agreement on the free move-
ment of persons under any circumstances. 
The SGB had already requested that the 
Federal Council excludes the accompany-
ing measures from the negotiations even 
after the negotiating mandate was estab-
lished, which was promised at that time. 

However, it is unlikely that EU lead-
ers will be willing to leave entire areas of 
law, such as the accompanying measures, 
to Swiss legislation and case law, as they 
are already opposed to minor measures 
such as a registration deadline for self-
employed service providers, as previous-
ly mentioned. 

In contrast to Federal Councillor Doris 
Leuthard, head of the Federal Depart-
ment of the Environment, Transport, En-
ergy and Communications (DETEC), the 
SGB does not see that there is no alterna-

tive to the electricity agreement with the 
EU: “An electricity agreement in return 
for a framework agreement is certainly not 
an issue for us. This would be linked to a 
fully liberalised domestic electricity mar-
ket, which we reject.” (see box “Comment: 
SGB against electricity market liberalisa-
tion”) The statements already established 
by Leuthard years ago vanished into thin 
air, namely that the next bilateral treaty that 
Switzerland urgently needed, was the elec-
tricity agreement, and this could only be 
reached in connection with the framework 
agreement.

Hardly any European country  
is as open to foreign companies  

and workers as Switzerland
Daniel Lampart resolutely opposes the 
pressure to further simplify access to 
work in Switzerland for providers from 
the EU, thereby implicitly confirming 
that the agreement on the free movement 
of persons is of great benefit mainly to the 
EU: “Many foreign companies are already 
coming to Switzerland to provide servic-
es here today. Conversely, it is hardly the 
case. Considering the size of the popula-
tion, there is no other country in Europe 
apart from Luxembourg that is as open to 
foreign companies as Switzerland”.

It needs to be added: Switzerland is not 
only open to companies like no other Eu-
ropean country, but also to an enormous in-
flux of individual people from the EU area 
seeking to work here. Therefore, there was 
the sovereign’s decision four years ago to 
have federal immigration control. As is 

well known, the National Council and the 
Council of the States have, under massive 
pressure from Brussels, practically waived 
its constitutional implementation.

EU-supporters in the federal  
administration assisting  

the EU Commission 

Daniel Lampart explains why we cannot 
rely on the Swiss negotiators to represent 
the interests of the country and the popu-
lation to Brussels, including the legitimate 
concerns of the workers’ organisations: 
“There are even people in the federal ad-
ministration, for example, who would dis-
close part of the accompanying measures 
if they were able to carry their framework 
agreement home and put this trophy in the 
cabinet […]. It is those, who want to have 
as few conflicts as possible with the EU 
Commission and therefore seek to reach a 
framework agreement.”

As It has already been noted on sever-
al occasions in Current Concerns, there 
are mainly two motives that concern the 
EU-supporters in the federal administra-
tion: On the one hand, there is the person-
al ambition, the career aspirations of indi-
vidual civil servants who want to make a 
name for themselves in Brussels and se-
cure a place in the bureaucracy bubble. On 
the other hand, for the executive’s striving 
for power it’s extremely annoying that the 
swiss voters are entitled to decide on im-
portant issues at the ballot box – unfortu-
nately partly for politian’s in direct dem-
ocratic Switzerland. With a framework 
agreement, and even more so with Swit-
zerland’s accession to the EU, which a 
part of the federal administration is striv-
ing for, its influence and power would in-
crease even more. We Swiss people are 
able and willing to counteract it by the di-
rect democratic approach. •

1 Federal Council press release of 21 February 
2018 when passing its Foreign Policy Report

2 Swiss Confederation. Free movement of persons 
FZA. Accompanying measures

3 Federal Department of Justice and Police (FDJP). 
State Secretariat for Migration SEM. Notification 
procedure for short-term work in Switzerland. Us-
er’s Handbook. 6.3 Declaring short-term stays for 
self-employed service providers, p. 34/35

4 Lüchinger, René. “We don’t need a framework 
agreement!” Interview with SGB chief economist 
Daniel Lampart. Blick 20.1.2018

Comment: SGB against electricity market liberalisation

mw. It is delectable that the Swiss Trade 
Union Confederation (SGB) remains res-
olute in its resistance to the deregula-
tion of the electricity market. Already 
more than 15 years ago it was the SGB, 
which seized the referendum against the 
electricity market law, which would ex-
pose the Swiss hydropower to free com-
petition and thus pave the way for a 
power agreement with the EU. This re-
quest was rejected by the sovereign on 
22.9.2002 with 52.6 percent no votes. A 
few years later, contrary to this referen-
dum, the Federal Council and the parlia-
mentary majority agreed to a similar bill 

limiting the market opening to compa-
nies. No one had the momentum to take 
a second referendum after this blatant 
evasion of popular will. The consequence 
of this we see today: many Swiss compa-
nies buy their electricity abroad, because 
it is cheaper, which pushes our hydroelec-
tric power plants to the edge of their vi-
ability. The circles that are pushing for a 
power agreement with the EU are accept-
ing that we will sacrifice our high level 
of self-sufficiency and will be forced to 
buy nuclear power from France and coal 
power from Germany. The voice of the 
SGB is very important here.
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New ÖVP/FPÖ Federal Government*

 
New referendum on direct democracy started 
Government to remember election promises

from the editors of the Austrian “Wegwarte”

After the election campaigns of the last 
two years, no one who does not consider 
from the outset every politician›s state-
ment a lie, could have imagined how 
years of pledges to voters, just a few 
weeks after the election would not just 
be broken, but be reversed downright. 
The coalition pact (“government pro-
gram”) was obviously largely dictated 
by the Kurz-ÖVP, but it was not predict-
able, that the FPÖ suchlike “gave in” in 
particular in the demands that they had 
previously credibly and emphatically for-
mulated as irrevocable condition in hun-
dreds of interviews, election speeches, 
etc.. We have drawn the necessary con-
sequences from this.

One can only hope that the basis of 
this party, which had nothing to say at 
all, does not support this path and re-
members that just a year ago, namely 
on 24 March 2017, during the Feder-
al Party Congress of the FPÖ in Kla-
genfurt – (allegedly) the highest party 
body – several hundred delegates from 
all states unanimously adopted a lead-
ing motion for direct democracy, which 
expressly stated that the people should 
be able to bring about binding referen-
dums on all, including EU issues. And 
then the party leadership signs a coali-
tion pact in which exactly this is exclud-
ed, almost forbidden!

Who really governs our country?
This was already on 11 May 2014 the 
verbatim text of a large advertisement in 
the “Kronen-Zeitung”; so you know very 
well that with the de facto ban on referen-
dums on all EU issues, the entire consti-
tutive people, not just the FPÖ voters, are 
excluded from any say. And also the gov-
erning parties themselves, even if they 
wanted so, can not resist with such an at-
titude in the interests of Austria against 
the planned further central government 
goals of the EU, because they destroy any 
“levers” from the outset. No wonder that 
the turquoise chancellor “had to” present 
this in Brussels even before the govern-
ment programme was presented in the 
Austrian parliament. No wonder that EU 
Commission President Juncker says per-
sonaly he is “100 per cent” in agreement 
with this government programme.

Weakening instead of 
strengthening democracy

Although the declarations of intent in the 
government program on pages 19 and 20 
are overwritten with “strengthening de-
mocracy”, in practice they are exactly the 
opposite. The government wants to im-
plement very quickly most notably one 
change in referendums, namely that in 
future only fully formulated legal texts 
(with all formal pitfalls) may be the sub-
ject of referendums and no longer – as 
before – also legislative proposals. This 
is not an improvement, but an obstacle 

for popular initiatives that do not have 
expert lawyers at their disposal, paid by 
our taxes, as do parliamentary parties or 
ministries.

However, but even worse is what has 
to be decided only after 2020, namely that 
first, binding referenda should be imple-
mented only from an absurdly high hur-
dle of 900,000 signatures which have to 
be submitted to the authorities. Of the 39 
total referenda that took place in the Sec-

continued on page 8
* ÖVP Austrian People’s Party, 
 FPÖ Freedom Party of Austria
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ond Republic, only three have reached this 
hurdle!

Secondly that the prerequisite for ref-
erenda obtained by popular petitions is an 
obligatory “prior check” by the Constitu-
tional Court, in which the Court “did not 
find any contradiction with Austria’s obli-
gations under basic, international and Eu-
ropean law”. This means that this govern-
ment does not want to allow any popular 
votes on existing or forthcoming EU reg-
ulations. This amounts to a complete sur-
render of Austria. Who will sign a referen-
dum if it is clear from the outset that this 
must not lead to a binding referendum? 
This has not been impossible so far ….

In addition, it is noted that “Austria’s 
membership in the EU and other interna-
tional organisations is not covered by the 

scope of this legal institution.” In other 
words, we were allowed to vote on join-
ing the EU, but we are not allowed to vote 
on a possible exit (as in Great Britain)!

Furthermore, another virtually insur-
mountable obstacle is planned: a mini-
mum quorum should be introduced for 
the few referenda that could still take 
place in light of all the conditions men-
tioned above. The votes for the imple-
mentation of the referendum must repre-
sent at least one third of the population 
eligible to vote. To illustrate, that would 
be over 2.1 million votes. Even the ÖVP 
of Chancellor Sebastian Kurz now has 
only 1.6 million votes or around 25% of 
the eligible voters.

Since the new government also pro-
vides that the National Council is able to 
bring a counterproposal to each referen-
dum to the vote (which will certainly be 
widely advertised across all channels), the 
voting participation must be at least 66% 

with close consent to the concern, in order 
to fulfil the planned mandatory quorum. 
No other European country has such a ref-
erendum barrier.

This “package of undemocracy” bears 
the signature of Chancellor Kurz, who de-
cided on it years ago as head of the Young 
ÖVP.

Switzerland, the home of direct democ-
racy, has no voting quorum at all and also 
no restrictions on the subject of referen-
da! Every result of a referendum is recog-
nised by friend and foe; after all, all cit-
izens would have had the opportunity to 
have their say. From 1863 to 2012, there 
were 388 (!) referenda in Switzerland, 
which came about by popular initiatives 
or veto-referenda.   

Source: Mitteilungen der Initiative Heimat & Um-
welt In: Wegwarte, February 2018
www.heimat-und-umwelt.at, ihu@a1.net

(Translation Current Concerns)

”New referendum on direct democracy …” 
continued from page 7

Austria is a democratic republic.  
Its law emanates from the people.

A new parliamentary citizens’ initiative 

Since over 100 years, these first two sen-
tences of the Austrian constitution which, 
until today, have not yet been realised, 
are seen as our responsibility. The exact 
words of this basic message of each dem-
ocratic republic: “Austria is a democratic 
republic. Its law emanates from the peo-
ple.” It is necessary, that the people itself 
continues to engage itself in this sense in 
order that it does not get overtaken. Take 
the challenge with us in taking a consul-
tative referendum for the introduction of 
direct democracy according to the Swiss 
model even in Austria (see above). This 
legal instrument which, since 1989 has 
been put into effect in Austria, will not be 
touched in the case of a coalition pact so 
that the governing parties as well as nat-
urally other parties of the parliament can 
vote for this challenge.

The result of the consultative referen-
dum is, in contrast to the popular vote, not 
binding but has a great effect. This was 
seen by the only, consultative referendum 

which, up to now was decided and con-
ducted by the parliament in 2013. The 
clear majority was for the maintenance of 
the compulsory military service (among 
which the Home and Environment Ini-
tiative assisted by a large distribution of 
pamphlets) which, neither the politicians, 
nor the “Kronen-Zeitung” (Austrian news-
paper), which campaigned massively for 
their discontinuation, could ignore.

Therefore, we have decided to call upon 
a “parliamentary citizens’ initiative” with 
which the request of such a consultative 
referendum may be introduced to the par-
liament. The more citizens which sign this 
initiative, the stronger the natural effect! 
Let us show the politicians that we refuse to 
have our say incapacitated and let us fight 
for our freedom and the right to vote!

Continue being active  
with full power for direct democracy!

“Parliamentary Citizens’ initiatives” can 
be introduced from the initial-signer of 

the neutral Parliamentary Administra-
tion and not – as petitions – only through 
a party member. As such, it is secured that 
all signers cannot be associated with any 
party of the parliament. As initial-signer 
of the Initiative for the consultative refer-
endum in direct democracy, Renate Zitt-
mayr from Oberösterreich has already ac-
cepted, together with Helmut Schramm of 
Niederösterreich, taking on the function 
of speaker for the “parliamentary citizens’ 
initiative”. Both are independent and have 
been active in the utmost sense as volun-
teers for home and environment and espe-
cially for direct democracy. •

More information under: Tel. 02242/70516, 
0664/4251935, ihu@al.net, www.volksbefragung-
direkte-demokratie.at, www.heimat-und-umwelt.at

Source: Report of the Initiative: Home and Envi-
ronment, In: Wegwarte. February 2018. www.hei-
mat-und-umwelt.at ihu@al.net

(Translation Current Concerns)
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continued on page 10

The think tanks lodge themselves  
in the heart of the state

Expert networks try to paralyse all and any resistance to neo-liberal dogma
by Dostena Anguelova* and Roland Gori**, France

“Technology is now our destiny in 
no other sense than what Napoleon 
claimed politics to be 150 years ago, 
and what Marx claimed the econo-
my to be 100 years ago.”1

The establishment of a scientific adviso-
ry body for the national education min-
istry [“Education nationale”] by Educa-
tion Minister Jean-Michel Blanquer has 
created a certain legitimate unrest, which 

has also been taken up by the press. We 
now have a minister who perfectly imple-
ments the prescriptive terms of the presi-
dential expression “as well as” or “at the 
same time” [“en même temps”]2.

On the one hand, he sings the praises 
of humanism and refers to the Montesso-
ri method, which focuses on the “self-ed-
ucation” of the pupil, and at the same time 
– or precisely “as well” – Minister Blan-
quer sets up a team of scientific advisors, 
as the head of which he appoints Stanislas 
Dehaene, a well-known professor of cog-
nitive and experimental psychology at the 
prestigious “Collège de France”, support-
ed by a selection of self-confessed posi-
tivists.

These “experts” will use “randomised” 
protocols and MRI (Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging) to supervise and control the ped-
agogical practice of the “million employ-
ees”3, as Stanislas Dehaene calls them, to 
the best of their ability. Nothing will be 
left to chance, to contingencies or the un-
foreseen. The rule of “measuring”4 and 

“efficiency” will guide the steps of the 
“student machine” and of the “employ-
ees” responsible for “learning”.

Educational occupations will thus be 
measured and efficient, their actions ra-
tionalised, dissected, organised and fixed, 
in short taylorised, by the policy-makers; 
like many other professions before them.5 

The “experts” will provide the necessary 
practical manuals. Finally, the student will 
come to be crowned as a perfect cogni-
tive and neural machine, created for spell-
ing and arithmetic. International tests and 
other rankings will attest to this. All of this 
will not prevent propagandistic humanism 
rhetoric and mystical appeals to the nation 
as part of the policy.

A nation in the form of a start-up firm, 
here and elsewhere 6 imposing horri-
bly alienating social behaviours, wedged 
between the extremes of economisation 
and scientism [extreme scientific belief]. 
These new control mechanisms that affect 

Strengthening human education and community  
or consolidating power strategies and neoliberal economy? 

jpv/rmh. Since taking office, Jean-
Michel Blanquer, Minister of Education 
of Emmanuel Macron’s French Govern-
ment, has already announced some 
changes to the French school system 
which run counter to the “reforms” 
of his socialist predecessor Najat Val-
laud-Belkacem (2014–2017). Accord-
ing to Blanquer, French schoolchildren 
will increasingly learn the basic cultur-
al techniques of reading, writing and 
arithmetic. The elementary school re-
introduces dictation, grammar, fables 
of La Fontaine, singing, Latin lessons 
and bilingual classes. Furthermore, the 
introduction of school uniforms and 
mobile phone ban are under discus-
sion. Names such as Montaigne and 
Montessori, terms such as humanism 
and nation are constants in the minis-
ter’s statements. In the Paris Ministry, 
he even named a room after Albert 
Camus‘ primary school teacher: Louis 
Germain. Some of the educationally de-
voted teaching staff, who are very criti-
cal towards the previous government‘s 
school reforms, expect a lot of positive 
things for the teaching of their pupils 
from these plans of their new Minister 
of Education. 

However, Jean-Michel Blanquer, like 
President Macron, is close to France‘s 

largest listed companies (CAC 40). His 
aim is to bring schools closer to the 
companies. Among other things, he is 
committed to ensure that represent-
atives of the large companies have a 
seat in the administrative bodies of vo-
cational secondary schools and that to 
a large extend schools are led autono-
mously, like companies by a boss who 
can choose his own employees and thus 
determine the school profile. 

Blanquer’s book “L‘école de demain” 
(The School of Tomorrow)*, published in 
2016, reads like a government program 
prepared for (future) President Macron, 
drafted by the neoliberal think tank “In-
stitut Montaigne” The school system 
should be based on three pillars: that 
of experience, international comparison 
and science. 

The field of science plays a major role: 
Digital revolution and cognitive scienc-
es were crucial for maximum efficiency 
of teaching and with its enormous po-
tential they could help the human brain 
to achieve optimal performance. No-
where mentioned is the importance of 
the teacher/student relationship for the 
learning success. 

OECD guidelines, PISA evaluations, 
Bologna system are further important 
reference points. Neurosciences, skills, 

autonomy, innovation, experimentation 
and evaluation are central keywords. 

The structure of the book “L‘école 
de demain” (The School of Tomorrow) 
is systematic and treats the individual 
school types according to three criteria: 
What does the experience teach? What 
does the international comparison say? 
What does science say? – What follows 
is: What to do? Key measures follow for 
each school type. The school system and 
the teacher‘s career are then analysed 
according to the same criteria.

In the “Ecole Maternelle”, the basic 
level for 3- to 6-year-old children, tests 
should be used as early as possible in 
order to find out the weaknesses and 
strengths of the children in order to pro-
vide an “outstanding” career to the es-
pecially talented with future prospects. 

Critical contemporaries and dedi-
cated educators working in the teach-
ing profession are now wondering how 
much the educational and scholarly posi-
tions of Macron’s new Minister of Educa-
tion are worth. What are the goals pur-
sued by the “as well as“ strategy? 

*Jean-Michel Blanquer, “L‘école de de-
main. Propositions pour une éducation 
nationale rénovée.” (The School of To-

morrow. Propositions for a renewed na-
tional education) Paris 2016

* Dostena Anguelova is a lecturer in political an-
thropology at the University of Strasbourg. Re-
cently published works: “Les Experts de la 
tradition”, 2010, Iztok Zapad; “Think tanks: im-
posteurs de la démocratie”, CS editions Paris, 
coll. Exote, 2018 (in press).

** Roland Gori is a psychoanalyst, honorary pro-
fessor of clinical psychopathology at the Univer-
sity of Aix-Marseille and president of the associ-
ation “L’Appel des Appels”.

 Recently published works: “La Dignité de pen-
ser”, Paris, LLL, 2011; “La Fabrique des impos-
teurs”, Paris, LLL, 2013, “Faut-il renoncer à la 
liberte pour être heureux?” Paris, LLL, 2014; 
“L’Individu ingouvernable”, Paris, LLL, 2015; 
“Un monde sans esprit. La Fabrique des terro-
rismes”, Paris, LLL, 2017.
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our way of life are no isolated phenome-
na. They are already part of our European 
civilisation, which is becoming ever more 
normatised according to American stand-
ards.

The emergence of think tanks
In the ecological niche of this culture, 
think tanks are emerging: private compe-
tence centres employing top graduates and 
pretending to represent civil society vis-à-
vis the state. In this symbolic revolution 
(Pierre Bourdieu), the “experts” inclined 
towards neoliberalism supply recipes for 
good “governance” said to be capable of 
enlightening the public opinion in liberal 
democracies or those on their way there.7

In the course of this “democratic tran-
sition”, these “independent” and “objec-
tive” think tanks have the task of driving 
any nostalgia for socialist or sovereignist 
ideas out of the mind of the populations of 
these liberal democracies – or of those on 
their way to “liberalisation”. Obviously, it 
must be said once and for all and repeat-
ed ad nauseam that there is no other al-
ternative than neo-liberalism, with which 
even the “left-wing parties” of social de-
mocracy have fallen in line. It’s been put 
to the test!

The “clans” of the “extreme cent-
er”, trained in the networks of Ameri-
can “soft power”, can now realise their 
dream in President Macron’s party. In-
deed, the “great coordinator” of the pres-
idential programme was Jean Pisani-Fer-
ry – the founder and former director of the 
very influential European think tank Brue-
gel [“Brussels European and Global Eco-
nomic Laboratory”]. Claude Bébéar, the 
founder of a right-liberal think tank – the 
Institut Montaigne – [as well as the found-
er and longtime director of AXA insur-
ance, TN] first publicly announced who 
he would vote for in the newspaper “Les 
Echos” (April 2017): Emmanuel Macron 
is the only and best solution for France! 

Laurent Bigorgne, director of the In-
stitut Montaigne, also worked on the fu-
ture president’s programme, namely in 
the field of education, from where comes 
also the current Minister of Education, 
Jean-Michel Blanquer, one of his long-
time companions within the Montaigne 
Institute.

Control mechanisms and  
standardisation at the core of the state
Think tanks as new lobbies are draining 
the traditional institutional framework of 
republican democracy of its meaning. At 
the core of the state, they set up control 
and standardisation mechanisms that meet 

the demands of the economy and the ideas 
of neoliberalism.

This symbolic revolution, carried out 
in the name of humanism, human rights, 
modernisation, the democratic transition 
(in the countries of the East) or even the 
“new economy of knowledge”, is sup-
posed to help the people to survive in the 
fierce competition of the world market.

Thus, the reform of schools and univer-
sities in Europe (Bologna process) was in-
itiated behind the scenes by experts stem-
ming from the think tanks and the French 
“Centres d’études avancées”. These were 
founded in Europe according to the model 
of the famous Centre for Advanced Study 
in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS). The 
CASBS was founded in 1954 by the in-
dustrial magnet Ford, and empitomises its 
sponsor’s idea that social sciences would 
have to contribute to the control of society. 
For this they should approach the “natu-
ral sciences, be more experimental in their 
empirical orientation and more formal in 
their theoretical orientation”. 

Above all, the networks of these ex-
perts had to fight off the philosophically 
and historically oriented European tradi-
tion. They promote their depoliticisation 
and thus guarantee the unequivocal axio-
matic neutrality of the scientific discourse 
in order to reduce it to a simple technique. 
This is a sort of neutrality that the great 
historian Johann Gustav Droysen called 
“eunuch neutrality”.

The big servants of the State leave their 
place to a reformist and “progessist” ex-
pert elite in the service of the dehumanis-
ing system of industrial and financial cap-
italism. This amalgamation of the public 
and the private obstructs the formation of 
the prerequisites for the liberation of pol-
itics. This even extends to the economic 
and social help for the poorest. Under the 
influence of the “social impact bonds”, 
they transform the spirit of national soli-
darity into a lucrative investment.8

It is unclear whether society is still ca-
pable of reacting or whether the “shadow 
elite” of the think tank experts has already 
succeeded in neutralising any kind of in-
tellectual resistance. Presently the left-
right opposition is engaged in a deaf-mute 
dialogue on two different views of the 
world: a kind of transhumanist metaphys-
ics of a cyber-future (robot-man being 
ruled by experts) on the one hand, and on 
the other a politically still poorly articu-
lated desire for freedom and brotherhood, 
for which “the plurality of men is the law 
of the earth”. (Hannah Arendt).  •
1 Anders, Günter. Die Antiquiertheit des Men-

schen. Bd.1, Über die Seele im Zeitalter der 
zweiten industriellen Revolution. (The antiqui-
ty of man. Vol. 1, On the Soul in the Age of the 
Second Industrial Revolution.) Munich 1987, p. 7

2 Gori, Roland. “’En même temps’, ou le grand écart 
du nouveau président”, (At the same time, or the 
difficult choice of the new president) Libération, 
23 July 2017; «De quoi ‘En même temps’ est-le le 
symptôme» (Of which ‘en même temps’ is it the 
symptom), Le Media, 30 janvier 2018

3 Dehaene, Stanislas. L’invité-actu par Caroline 
Broué, France Culture, le 13 janvier 2018

4 Dehaene, Stanislas. France Culture, ibid.
5 Gori, Roland. “Dans le monde du travail, le spec-

tre de Taylor rôde encore” (Taylor’s spectre is still 
prowling in the working world), Libération,  
10 May 2016

6 We shall refer for instance to the transformation of 
social and education-oriented work as a result of 
the social impact bonds.

7 Anguelova, Dostena. Les Experts de la tradition 
(The experts of tradition), 2010, Iztok Zapad, Sofia; 
Dostena Anguelova, Think tanks: imposteurs de la 
démocratie (Think tanks: impostors of democracy), 
CS éditions Paris, coll. Exote, 2018

8 The “contrats à impact social” are an English in-
vention called “social impact bonds”, they go back 
to the “obligation Peterborough”, by which a group 
of 2,000 prisoners were to be integrated into work-
ing life and their recidivism rate was to be reduced 
by 7.5%. The experiment was to be privately fund-
ed, and if successful, the costs were to be reim-
bursed by the state.

 Alix, Jean-Sébastien; Coutinet, Michel Nathalie et 
Garrigue, Gabrielle. “Les contrats à impact social: 
une menace pour la solidarité?” (“Social impact 
bonds, a threat to solidarity?”), la vie des idées.fr 
www.laviedesidees.fr, 16 January 2018

Source: https://www.politis.fr/articles/2018/02/
les-think-tanks-sinstallent-au-coeur-de-le-
tat-38308 from 4 February 18

(Translation Current Concerns)

”The think tanks lodge …” 
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Resistance to non-transparent governance  
in the education system

by Urs Kalberer, www.schuleschweiz.blogspot.ch

Democracy needs education, as educa-
tion depends on democracy. So far, there 
is consensus in the Helvetic debate on 
education. However, opinions differ on 
whether the relationship between the two 
is damaged. The tension between school 
reforms and democracy was at the cen-
tre of an event in Wuppertal, Germany, 
which attracted teachers, parents and ed-
ucational scientists from Austria, Swit-
zerland and Germany.* In the follow-
ing article problematic developments in 
the context of the discussion about com-
petence orientation of the curricula are 
named.

In the run-up to the implementation of 
the new curriculum in Switzerland, un-
certainties arose in various cantons as to 
the extent to which the people or parlia-
ments were empowered to legitimise the 
work or parts of it. This uncertainty was 
reflected in parliamentary or even judicial 
decisions that sought to clarify the con-
troversial legal situation. What strikes the 
eye is the fact that the governments have 
consistently and stubbornly resisted relin-
quishing power, with the support of par-
liaments if necessary. In the case of Cur-
riculum 21 with its OECD-induced focus 
on competences, the curriculum was de-
prived of direct access of the people and 
thus a direct referendum was prevented. 
Even inter-cantonal agreements such as 
HarmoS or the Article 62 of the Federal 
Constitution, outlining the benchmarks of 
primary schools, now only allow the peo-
ple to act to a limited extent. This “partial 
deprivation of power” is all the more dis-
concerting since the cantons continue to 
claim sovereignty in educational matters. 

The weaknesses of competence ori-
entation that have now become apparent 
aroused resistance to this controversial 
experiment. Competency-oriented teach-
ing does not seem to bring the expected 
results, as assessments by teachers and 
evaluations show. PISA shows impressive 
crashes in countries that have been redi-
rected towards competence orientation. 
In this context, the Austrian philosopher 
and cultural journalist Konrad Paul Liess-
mann speaks of a “result-secured/out-
come-related lack of education”. A Swiss 
public, becoming more and more interest-

ed in education issues, learnt about unusa-
ble competence-oriented teaching aids and 
the associated, unexpectedly weak perfor-
mance of pupils. 

Innovation does not mean progress
In the Swiss context, it is remarkable how 
consistently a factual debate on this issue 
is avoided. The idea of democracy as a 
competition of arguments is thus over-
ridden. In politics, new features can be 
seen as change, progress or innovation. 
In contrast to the value-neutral concept 
of change, progress is based on defined 
standards and is therefore measurable. In-
novation, however, breaks down the old 
in the belief that everything new is bet-
ter per se. From this point of view, it is 
inappropriate to accuse the reform crit-
ics of being afraid of change and inno-
vation-they are justifiably afraid of dete-
rioration and its effects on the primary 
school and the future of our democracy. 
Anyone who understands education, such 
as the output-driven Curriculum 21, as a 
measurable end product of a “manufac-
turing process““not only destroys educa-
tion itself, but also damages democracy. 
Young people should learn to think and 
not just to function externally. Only an 
educational concept that allows both eco-
nomically viable and unmeasurable quali-
ties deserves this name. Volker Ladenthin, 
a renowned German educationalist, pre-
dicts that the growing inability of many 
students to study will result in consequen-
tial damage as a result of reforms, which 
would still occupy us for decades to come.

Intransparent steering strategies
In addition to the social ostracism of un-
ruly teachers, the education bureaucra-
cy shows us its further instruments to in-
crease the pressure on possible deviators 
openly. With overlong, sometimes infan-
tile training courses, even experienced 
and highly professional teachers are to 
be softened. The principle of freedom of 
methods – a principle of democratic peda-
gogy – is seriously called into question by 
the use of teaching aids that are compul-
sory and to be used throughout the coun-
try. Why is that the state prescribes a cor-
responding didactic method (individual, 
self-reliant/independent learning) on the 

basis of a theory (constructivism) across 
the board? What do officials understand 
about teaching?

Other means of steering are the “class-
room walkthrough”, which has become 
known in Thurgau and is used for con-
trol and reprimand, or the prohibition for 
teachers from making direct contact with 
the media, as is the case in the Canton of 
Basel-Stadt. The decisive role of many 
school principals as vicarious agents of 
the administration must also not go un-
mentioned. Thus, the impression of hectic 
activity (steering groups, further training, 
exchange of colleagues) takes the wind 
out of the sails of any critics. Such manip-
ulative control techniques need to be ad-
dressed and questioned.

Broken self-esteem
At primary school level in particular, the 
pressure on teachers has gradually in-
creased in recent years. Inclusion, which 
opens the doors to the classroom for cura-
tive teachers, a largely ineffective foreign 
language teaching, new methods such as 
internal differentiation, writing by ear, 
team teaching and age mix, which artifi-
cially increase the already existing heter-
ogeneity of the student body, put a strain 
on the teachers‘ resilience to the limit. 
What a miracle that they develop the feel-
ing that they are no longer meeting the re-
quirements and look for new recipes that 
will hopefully drive them into the arms of 
the reformers. Especially young and inex-
perienced teachers become willing execu-
tors of the healing practices already prac-
ticed during their training.

When the organiser of the conference, 
pedagogue Jochen Krautz, who teaches at 
the University of Wuppertal, calls on the 
participants to „do the hard work“ in view 
of the externally controlled, anti-enlight-
enment reform programme, he inevitably 
reminds of Max Frisch: what the named 
one referred to the state of the world at 
that time can now be translated into a ped-
agogical dimension: A call for hope today 
is a call for resistance. •

* Conference “Time for Change?”, 3 February 
2018

(Translation Current Concerns)
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continued on page 13

Pressure to perform and selection of the gifted  
instead of kindergarten?

by Felice Pensatore

The kindergarten is an important achieve-
ment of our education system. Without 
premature pressure to perform the chil-
dren are able to learn calmly to find their 
way in a group of peers, to extend and 
consolidate their qualities and skills, and 
to playfully acquire the mental equipment 
and take the necessary steps to maturi-
ty which they need to be successful later 
on in school. This achievement of modern 
pedagogy is nowadays being questioned 
from different sides and is to make way 
for an efficiency-oriented preschool. Al-
though not labelled as such, this is part 
of the Curriculum 21. This didn’t hap-
pen overnight but is a process of radical 
change planned well in advance and dis-
regarding democratic conventions.

An interesting find
What a treasure chest a bookstand can be. 
Suddenly one discovers something read 
long ago and thinks: “Interesting, this was 
already discussed in those days!” Thus it 
happened to me not long ago with a book-
let titled: “The Beginning of the End of 
Primary School. A Critical Analysis of 
the Gradual Abolishment of the Kinder-
garten in the new Primary School Act” 
and published about 20 years ago, name-
ly in the year 2000. Actually it was again 
a “real pot of gold” as I realised while 
browsing. Already the preface, written by 
a longstanding, committed school board 
president of the city of Zurich, was re-
vealing. In his introduction he stated how 
under the aegis of the former director of 
education Buschor an educational reform 
was initiated, which was characterised by 
a strict and one-track hierarchisation of 
the educational system corresponding to 
the road map of economic globalisation. 
Buschor as former lecturer of business fi-
nance at the University of St. Gall obvi-
ously was totally convinced of the success 
of globalisation and with great energy 
pursued this tendency in the education-
al system, too. The “special case Switzer-
land” however stood out due to its dem-
ocratic structures and the possibilities of 
participation of the people. This would be 
soft-footedly destroyed.

Diminishing the importance  
of democracy as enforcement strategy

His observation was accurate. “Profes-
sionalisation” henceforth became the 
new buzzword to push though changes 
in our schools. Under this slogan the bor-
ough school boards, an authoritie elected 
by the people, were disestablished in the 
Canton of Zurich. Instead there is now a 

bloated department for school evalua-
tion created to bring the schools into line 
with an enormous administrative effort. 
The “Hausvorstand” (“head of the house-
hold”) as primus inter pares of the school 
teams was replaced by a headmaster who 
was to introduce business structures and 
a clear hierarchy into the schools. The 
honorary school boards were degraded to 
rubber-stamping authorities; the cantonal 
and regional teacher conventions, which 
had been institutions of teacher participa-
tion, were replaced by a bloodless delegate 
system, and finally the kindergarten was 
taken out of the hands of the commune 
and newly put under control of the canton 
as part of the primary school. Thereby a 
new strategic step was accomplished: the 
kindergarten was to become part of pri-
mary school so that it would be possible 
to go ahead with the reforms even down 
to our youngest children.

Planned well in advance
The gradual abolishment of the kinder-
garten in its present form was initiated 
as early as 1994, when the Conference of 
Cantonal Ministers of Education (EDK) 
ordered a Swiss-wide study-group to 
“outline perspectives of the public man-
date concerning education and develop-
ment of 4- to 8-year-old children”. After 
three years, in 1997, a relevant dossier was 
published. Now it was planned to estab-
lish a so called “Basisstufe” (basic level) 
named “Grundstufe” (elementary level) in 
the Canton of Zurich. It would comprise 
the kindergarten and the first two prima-
ry classes in groups of mixed age. Full 
of empty phrases, the report tries to lead 
the reader where it wants him to be: the 
basic level would be just the right thing 
for our youngest! Notabene: It covers the 
same age span as the cycle 1 of the Cur-
riculum 21! The question was how to per-
suade the people to accept this project – 
the de-facto abolition of the kindergarten. 
Because Anton Strittmatter, then leading 
strategist in the restructuring of health and 
school services (since 2006 one of the six 
members of the project group “Principles 
of the Curriculum 21”) attested a “revolu-
tionary content” to the introduction of the 
“Grund-/Basisstufe” (elementary/basic 
level) and called the intended changes 
“claims which turn nearly everything up-
side down”.

An opportunity was given in the Can-
ton of Zurich when a new education act 
was due. So it was possible to include 
the planned reorganisation of the pri-
mary school – along with the abolition 

of the present kindergarten – in an over-
all package. This was done in the hope 
that it would slip through the votes quite 
smoothly, without anybody’s taking spe-
cial notice. The draft was augmented to in-
clude, besides the basic level the so called 
“kindergarten+”, the name of which was 
intended to evoke positive connotations, 
since the kindergarten was deeply root-
ed in and very popular among the popula-
tion. On closer inspection, the “kindergar-
ten+” was only a variant of the basic level 
and an education-policy driven gambit to 
finally push it through. But that was reck-
oning without the responsible citizens. In 
this situational context, dedicated kinder-
garten teachers wrote what I called my re-
discovered “pot of gold” in the beginning. 
In this booklet it is described the impor-
tance of the kindergarten and the kinder-
garten teacher as confidential person for 
the child. I recommend this analysis as 
reading matter to everybody!

Representatives of the people who do 
not represent the will of the people

In the year 2002 the primary school act 
came to the vote and was rejected, to the 
great dismay of the education authori-
ties. Analyses showed that the reason was 
the planned abolition of the kindergar-
ten. A second attempt was started – this 
time without including the basic level – 
for good reason. In the referendum 2005 
the people agreed at last; the kindergarten 
seemed no longer to be at risk. 

But the strategists in politics and econ-
omy kept on and on, they wanted access 
to the youngest children and to turn the 
school system upside down. The neces-
sary enforcement provisions for primary 

“But our direct democracy depends 
on the participation of all citizens, 
who are fully responsible and con-
siderate of the weaker. The kinder-
garten as a place of human devel-
opment of the children, should this 
now be called into question by an 
unnecessary school reform?”
Alfred Bohren, former cantonal council-

lor and full-time school president.  
In: Committee for a Democratic Elemen-

tary School (ed.). The Beginning of the 
End of Primary School. A Critical Analysis 

of the dissolution of the gradual Abol-
ishment of the Kindergarten in the new 

Primary School Act. August 2000, p.2
(Translation Current Concerns)



No 5   6 March 2018 Current Concerns  Page 13

”Pressure to perform and …” 
continued from page 12

school pilot projects were issued in an or-
dinance as a provisional matter to be voted 
on seven years later. But the voters were 
clearheaded once again: they rejected the 
basic level as well as the pilot projects 
with a majority of 71% on 25 November 
2012. One would have thought that at least 
at that point, the political class would have 
come to their senses and retreated shame-
facedly or even stood down from their of-
fices. After all they were representatives 
elected by the people who had to represent 
the will of the people … But they were al-
ready planning a new gambit.

Pressure by new ideologies  
in education and advanced training

The kindergarten teachers were subtly to 
be brought in line by the new alignment 
of education, by advanced training, per-
formance reviews and the perspective of 
eventually being treated on equal terms 
with primary school teachers. So, little by 
little, weekly schedules, workshops, port-
folios and new forms of learning found 
their way into the kindergarten, notably 
with fledgling graduates of teacher train-
ing colleges. Voluntarily – one could even 
say hastening to show obedience or being 
afraid to be stick in the muds – many kin-
dergarten teachers began to acquire teach-
ing materials for German and mathemat-
ics and to use it in individualised teaching; 
they began to collect worksheets in fold-
ers, perhaps of different thickness, for 
every single child. In advanced training 
courses, kindergarten teachers were ed-
ucated in individualised forms of learn-
ing and urged to adjust their kindergarten 
lessons accordingly. And so today kinder-
garten is unfortunately gradually mutat-
ing to the sort of preschool we know from 
Anglo-Saxon countries. Even small chil-
dren are thus put under pressure to per-
form and to compete. The Canton of Ba-
sel-Stadt took the bun. The kindergarten 
teachers were told to fill in a question-
naire with standardised assessment points 

to evaluate if a child had “met high chal-
lenges”, “met basic challenges well”, “met 
basic challenges” or “did not meet basic 
challenges”. 

So – even if partly disguised – we are 
starting to apply grades to our smallest 
children? Is there to be observation and 
assessment instead of buildup of relation-
ship, introduction into a group of peers, 
guidance and encouragement? Kindergar-
ten teachers have been urged to lay the 
focus on observation and assessment, and 
the parents have been called on to confront 
themselves with the assessment. Should 
this example become the standard? Bye, 
bye, equality of opportunities! This is ex-
actly what the voters did not want!

Curriculum 21 – without the  
Kindergarten as an independent grade
A second move was launched in 2006, fol-
lowing the adoption of the education arti-
cle at federal level. The result of the vote 
was taken by the education authorities as a 
free pass to push through long-planned re-
forms in Switzerland – a completely new, 
competence-oriented curriculum dictated 
by the OECD – with which our education 
system is to be rebuilt according to the 
Anglo-American model. The voters had 
not said yes to that! Once again, this time 
by means of the cycles introduced by the 
Curriculum 21, the kindergarten as an in-
dependent grade is to be abolished. This 
change has already been repeatedly reject-
ed with unparalleled clarity in the Canton 
of Zurich!

Kindergarten as a place  
of humanistic education

And rightly so, for anyone who reads the 
“real pot of gold”, which I found again, 
can feel the importance of kindergarten as 
a preparation for a successful school ca-
reer. In the intimate community of peers, 
the children can take their first neces-
sary steps towards maturity. The kinder-
garten teacher – often the first trusted 
person outside the family – supports the 
parents’ work and compensates for dis-
advantageous situations wherever neces-

sary. Now that is what is really meant by 
equal opportunities! Guided by the kin-
dergarten teacher, the children playfully 
acquire and expand their skills and abili-
ties, as a basis for learning cultural tech-
niques. In play, children deal with their 
inner and outer worlds, unfold their in-
telligence, their imagination as well as 
their perception, and develop their abili-
ty to pay attention as well as their ability 
to deal with conflict. If a child is already 
interested in letters and numbers, it will 
also benefit in this field. The kindergarten 
teacher supports the children in their be-
coming more independent and taking on 
responsibility, according to their age. In 
this way, the children develop their emo-
tional, social and intellectual abilities in 
a holistic sense, and the kindergarten be-
comes a place where the young minds and 
dispositions are formed and the children 
start developing into humane personali-
ties. Who would object to this?  •

1 Komitee für eine demokratische Volksschule 
(Hrsg.). Der Anfang vom Ende der Volksschule. 
Eine kritische Analyse zur Auflösung des Kin-
dergartens im neuen Volksschulgesetz. August 
2000 (Committee for a Democratic Elementary 
School (ed.). The Beginning of the End of Pri-
mary School. A Critical Analysis of the Gradu-
al Abolishment of the Kindergarten in the new 
Primary School Act.)

2 see: Ibid. p. 1
3 Swiss Conference of Cantonal Ministers of Educa-

tion (EDK) (ed.). Bildung und Erziehung der vier- 
bis achtjährigen Kinder in der Schweiz. (Training 
and education of 4- to 8-year-old children in Swit-
zerland.) Dossier 48 A, Berne 1997, p. 5

4 The basic level, as provided by Ernst Buschor for 
the Canton of Zurich, was to comprise three years.

5 In the Canton of Baselland, too, attempts were 
made to rename the kindergarten years “first pri-
mary school”, which, however, could not be carried 
through. The designation kindergarten remained, 
even if it is obligatory everywhere now.

6 For example: “can endure frustrations”, “shows 
reasonable proximity-distance behaviour”, “can in-
vestigate and explain natural phenomena”, “can 
count flexibly”. Dozens of such descriptions must 
be ticked and scored on a four-point scale. This 
trivial classification is intended to form the basis 
for obligatory discussions with parents, so that 
agreements may be reached and written down on 
how the children should be individually supported 
by school and parents.

(Translation CurrentConcerns)
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Civic cooperatives – for the intergenerational  
cohesion in the community

“Bürger helfen Bürgern e.V.” (Citizens help citizens , registered charity), 
the civic cooperative Weingarten

by Heinz Schammert*

Weingarten is a municipality with 
about 10,500 inhabitants. Due to 
the village structure, often three, 
sometimes even four generations of 
a family live here in the same house 
or at least in the village, so that 
they can support each other. Un-
fortunately, even in Weingarten it 
is increasingly common that older 
people live alone or as a couple in 
their large houses because the chil-
dren have moved away with their 
families. They want to stay, howev-
er, in their familiar neighbourhood 
and get along quite well in every-
day life. But eventually strengths 
decline, and the loved and familiar 
garden or vineyard cannot be culti-
vated anymore. Often, they can no 
longer drive a car which makes it 
difficult to do the shopping or visit 
the doctor as there is a shortage of 
local public transportation. Addi-
tionally, there is an increase of acute or 
chronic illnesses among the inhabitants. 
Sometimes the partner develops demen-
tia. In all these situations, people depend 
on help from outside.

Another problem is the loneliness. Often 
adult children are occupied with their 
jobs. Old friends and neighbours have 
died already. There are also many young 
families in the newly developed areas 
who have no support from their parents in 
the village. Most young mothers work and 
caring for a child can present a problem. 
Fortunately, there are also many very fit 
pensioners in the village who are look-
ing for a task or who would like to help 
out once in a while. Many older people 
whose physical strength has indeed di-
minished still want to be involved in the 
community. They may do so by passing 
on their vast life experience to future 
generations.

Support each other  
depending on need and life situation 

The idea was to bring all these people to-
gether in a cooperative society in order 
to support each other according to need 
and life situation. We were stimulated 
by two senior citizens’ cooperatives in 

Baden-Wuerttemberg. Hence, we invit-
ed the staff of the local Nursing Home 
and Social Welfare Office, the district 
councillors and mayors, church parish-
ioners and all interested citizens to de-
velop a concept for an intergenerational 
support network that fits our community. 
At these very popular meetings many 
new ideas emerged. An elderly gentle-
man, for instance, said he could keep 
house well alone, but could not climb a 
ladder because of his dizziness. If a light 
bulb has to be replaced or the curtains 
are to be washed he would need help. A 
young man said he would like to do aux-
iliary work in the garden. In exchange 
he would be glad if someone could some 
time visit his grandmother who is often 
alone. Because he is working he has little 
time. Another person had the idea: “I al-
ways pick up my grandchildren from kin-
dergarten. Then I in turn could take an-
other child home where the mother is ill 
in bed.” An old lady asked: “Who could 
take care of my cats when I go to the 
hospital?” A young woman immediately 
agreed to take care of that.

One big problem of our community is 
that many vineyards are lying idle, since 
the owners due to their age can no long-
er farm them and the young do not know 
how to do it. But if there are young people 
stepping in to do the work and the older 
people show them how to do it, would be 
a great contribution to the preservation of 
our village structure.

At the same time, however, there 
were also concerns that the civic co-
operatives could become a rival to 
care services or craft enterprises. To 
avoid this, nursing activities were 
excluded from the assistance. It was 
also clarified that only manual la-
bour is offered which doesn’t com-
pete with the local craftsmen due to 
economic reasons.

Mayor and Municipal  
Council support project

The mayor and Municipal Council de-
cided to support the project and fund a 
questionnaire to identify the nature and 
extent of support needed and services 
offered by all citizens of the commu-
nity. 4,700 questionnaires were distrib-
uted to the households of which 15% 
were evaluated. This resulted in a large 
number of auxiliary offers. A small 
working group was formed, and a stat-

ute was drafted to provide the civic coopera-
tive with a legal and organisational structure. 
The current cooperative law and its proce-
dural and auditing regulations forced us to 
choose the legal form of a registered asso-
ciation for the start-up phase. With appro-
priate development of the association the 
transformation into a registered cooperative 
is provided.

Two years between idea  
and inaugural meeting

It took little more than two years from the 
idea to the inauguration meeting, where we 
found solutions to the problems in almost 
monthly talks. It included taking out insur-
ance for members of the civic cooperatives 
in order to be covered in the event of damage.

At the inaugural meeting in July 2013, 
there were 54 members. Meanwhile the 
association has grown to 172.

Once a member needs help he or she 
turns to the Civic Cooperative, if need be 
through a trusted person. In most cases this 
is done by telephone, rarely by e-mail or 
in person during office hours in the meet-
ing centre. The office service selects from 
a list “Who offers what?” those members 
who want to provide the assistance. It must 
be considered that there is no entitlement 
to the provision of the assistance. When 
a member can offer the requested service, 
he or she will contact the person seeking 
help to clarify the details. Thereafter he or 

continued on page 15

Persuing to evacuate furniture. (picture ma)

* Heinz Schammert is a graduate in business ad-
ministration. He was the main initiator of the 
Weingarten civic cooperative and since its 
founding is its first chairman.
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she is commissioned by the association to 
carry out the service. After completion, re-
cipient and donor will sign a certificate of 
performance that shows duration and type 
of support. This document is the basis for 
the time credit or account.

Mutual help with time credit
At the Weingarten cooperative for instance, 
every hour performed through honorary 
commitment is credited to a time account, 
so that the honorary commitment does not 
find ideal recognition alone. If a member 
has “compiled” a time credit, the time ac-
count is accessible at any time to pay for 
the help received. With this form of com-
pensation, the account holder incurs no 
losses as with other generally known ac-
count models. Hence, one hour will remain 
also one hour in the future.

These time credits can be donated to 
other members or be quested within the 
family. In case there is no last will, the 
time credit goes to the civic cooperative 
in accordance with the statutes. Due to 
organisational reasons membership in 
the civic cooperative Weingarten is only 
possible for Weingartener citizens. There 
is no disadvantage for someone leav-
ing Wein garten. The time account can 
be disbursed with the monetary equiva-
lent. To safeguard this “case” each hour 
worked is deposited in monetary form in 
a separate, non-attachable account. The 
amounts are calculated as follows: If the 
service recipient does not have a time ac-
count, he must pay 8.40 euros per hour 
of serving, the billing will be monthly. 
The service provider would receive 6.80 
euros per hour, if he would be paid for his 
work. The difference covers the expens-
es of the civic cooperative. Those may be 
telephone expenses, room rental for the 
meetings in the town centre, where all 
members gather for a variety of appoint-
ments and events, and the costs of a com-
prehensive insurance package.

This mutual help is provided by mem-
bers who can afford the time and want 
to get involved in the social field besides 
their job or everyday life.

Diverse professional experiences
The diverse professional careers and ex-
perience of the members covers a wide 
range of help requests. Even with tech-

nical questions many helpers know the 
answer to the question, How does that 
work? In addition to the direct factual 
reference, explaining manuals and other 
modern technology is always an oppor-
tunity to meet with someone and there is 
still time for conversation.

In principle, members of the civic coop-
erative are not required to provide assistance. 
Members themselves decide in which way, 
to what extent and at what time they can 
and want to provide help. There are mem-
bers who, due to their personal situation 
can only use benefits and those who initial-
ly only want to provide benefits. Thereby it 
is equally important whether someone pro-
vides help in the garden, fills in government 
applications, or executes a driving service.

Example: Help for a frail woman
An example to illustrate the work in the 
community cooperative: A frail woman 
lived alone on the first floor of her house 
in the centre of town. She could not de-
scend the stairs so that she was trapped in 
her apartment. The two daughters live far 
away and are both very busy. They could 
not persuade their mother to move to a re-
tirement home and therefore had a serious 
conflict. They could not provide the sup-
port their mother needed without giving 
up their jobs. A neighbour who was aware 
of this difficult situation, told the daugh-
ters about the civic cooperative. Relieved, 
they went there. The chairman of the co-
operative visited the woman and explained 
the work to her. The lady became a mem-
ber and from then on received help from 
a group of five women for two hours per 
day over a period of nine months. They 
took turns daily. The women cleaned up 
the apartment and ran errands, prepared 
a warm meal for her and kept her com-
pany. They also helped her to the bath-
room. But when the woman needed more 
and more care, we informed the welfare 
office which took over the nursing activ-
ities. The five women from the civic co-
operative, however, continued to provide 
support in the household until the sudden 
death of the woman.

These “services” are not easy. But they 
are enriching for both sides through the 
human relationship that arises and the en-
joyment thereof.

As the example shows, there is close 
cooperation with the local welfare cen-
tre. The same goes for the resident nurs-
ing home. There is a regular exchange 

of information with the social station. 
If, the helper as part of his support ac-
tivity perceives that the person support-
ed by him is to become in need of care, 
the contact with the welfare centre will 
be established. In order to recognise such 
situations, free professionally supported 
training takes place annually for the help-
ers. At so-called helper meetings there is 
the opportunity to exchange views among 
each other. It is a very nice gathering of 
helpers otherwise deployed on one’s own. 
They get together at these meetings, talk 
about their experience, exchange views 
in the community and learn about the im-
portance of solidarity. This forms cohe-
sion and bonds to the community.

Cooperation with many other facilities
We also cooperate very closely with the 
family centre, which resulted from the 
shared use of the rooms in the meeting 
centre. In a “Local Alliance for People 
with Dementia”, everyone gets togeth-
er. For example, young people have de-
signed a sensory path from the old age 
home outside to the centre of the village. 
In cooperation with other institutions, 
permanent events have been established, 
such as a monthly games afternoon. On 
the average, 14 to 16 people come to-
gether between 3 pm and 6 pm to talk 
and play with each other, with Scrabble 
being the “hit”. Members support other 
members against being alone by reading 
aloud, listening, having lunch together, 
going for a walk, going on excursions and 
accompanying to various events, church, 
theatre or cinema. Members, former 
teachers, offer German courses for ref-
ugees. In the meantime, other members 
look after their children. By donating 
time credits of individual members for 
the membership fee, refugees who have 
been admitted in the village will soon 
have the opportunity to join the civic co-
operative and to contribute meaningful-
ly to our village community. During the 
summer holidays, the civic cooperative 
offers a bicycle workshop for children as 
part of the community’s holiday care pro-
gramme, for which there is always a live-
ly reception.
All our activities reflect the idea of Raif-
feisen, on which our citizens’ cooperative 
is based: “Many can do what is impossi-
ble for the individual.”  •

(Translation Current Concerns)



No 5   6 March 2018 Current Concerns  Page 16

continued on page 17

At this year’s Leipzig Book Fair, “Zeit-
Fragen” (Current Concerns) will be rep-
resented, as well. The booth is located 
in Hall 4, booth A102. In addition, Zeit-
Fragen/Current Concerns, invites you to 
five events at the fair and one evening 
lecture with discussion in the context of 
“Leipzig Reads”.

Digitisation – a challenge for parents 
and school

Speakers: Urs Knoblauch (CH), 
Josef Nyari (D), 
Dr Manfred Strankmann (CH)

Many children and adolescents spend 
hours every day with digital media 
(smartphones, tablets or notebooks). 
Since October 2016, the public has 
known that teaching in German schools 
is to be “digitised” throughout the coun-
try. The German Minister of Educa-
tion Wanka wants to provide 5 billion as 
start-up funding within the framework of 
a “Digital Pact #D”. It’s about lucrative 
business for globalised corporations. The 
real goal is not the sensible use of digital 
media by the teacher, but the automation 
of teaching.

With digital “learning” programmes, 
the aim is to replace the teacher and to 
control and permanently monitor the 
students while they are learning. Swip-
ing and clicking on the smartphone and 
tablet would replace classroom learning 
for students with the teacher. Many par-
ents and doctors, educators and teachers 
are alarmed about the negative effects on 
the development of children and adoles-
cents. Studies show that the use of digi-
tal media in the classroom does not lead 
to better learning and can alienate young 
people from the real world and their fel-
low human beings. Nobody learns dig-
itised! We always learn as persons with 
head, heart and hand. 

The most important element of educa-
tion is and remains the ability to deal with 
the real world. Equally important is the 
development and strengthening of basic 
human values, ethics and moral reason. 
How can our children learn to use digi-
tal media responsibly and how can they 
be empowered to manage their lives as re-

sponsible citizens according to their age 
and level of development? We would like 
to enter into a discussion with you about 
these questions.

Thursday, 15 March 2018, 
2.00–3.00 pm
CCL (Congress Centrum Messe Leipzig), 
Mehrzweckfläche (multipurpose area) 2

This event will be repeated on:

Thursday, 15 March 2018,
7.30–9.30 pm
Die Brücke – Begegnungshaus, 
Zollikofer Strasse 21, am Volkmarsdorfer 
Markt, 04315 Leipzig

Speakers there are:
Moritz Nestor (CH), 
Wolfgang van Biezen (CH)

Reading – a royal road to the educa-
tion of heart and soul. “My favorite 
reading book” and “Who is Henry 
Dunant?” 

Speakers: Renate Dünki (CH), 
Brigitte von Bergen (CH) 

Reading books helps to build the child’s 
mind and communicate values. Its im-
agination and empathy are trained in 
reading like no other medium. Posi-
tive everyday stories provide the chil-
dren with role models with whom they 
can identify. In conversation, the child 
acquires the meaning of what has been 
read, learns to think, empathise and un-
derstand. In this lively exchange emerg-
es reading for pleasure, a basis for inde-
pendent reading and learning. For this 
purpose, there are two good children’s 
and youth books from the Swiss pub-
lisher Zeit-Fragen:

“Mein liebstes Lesebuch (My favour-
ite reading book)” contains stories, rid-
dles and verses for children in their first 
reading age. The diverse topics from 
their world of experience promote inde-
pendent interested reading and are also 
a pleasure for the adult reader. 

“Who is Henry Dunant?” – the Swiss 
Henry Dunant witnessed a terrible war at 
Solferino/Italy (1859). He called for help 
for all wounded soldiers. His dedication 
and energy prompted the founding of 
the Red Cross. – The book about Henry 
Dunant is suitable for reading beginners 
and reading out loud and it is also a val-
uable children’s book for pupils, adoles-
cents, school and parents. 

Friday, 16 March 2018, 11.30–12.00 am 
Lesebude 1, Hall 2, booth G321/H320

The Cooperative Principle – according 
to the motto: “One for all, all for one”; 
Practical Examples; 

Speakers: Dietmar Berger (D), 
Dr Eva-Maria Föllmer-Müller (CH), 
Heinz Schammert (D), 
Dr René Roca (CH)

It is in the tradition of the cooperative 
movement to refer to current societal 
and economic policy challenges and 
to develop and implement constructive 
solutions. The cooperative principle is 
characterised by a high degree of co-
determination; therefore the coopera-
tive often is to prefer to other forms of 
enterprises. In our time, the cooperative 
basic idea can show new solutions, es-
pecially concerning areas of primary 
care. In this sense, we’d like to repre-
sent the “Bürgergenossenschaft Wein-
garten” “Bürger helfen Bürgern e. V.“ in 
Leipzig. In this cooperative, members 
volunteer their time across generations. 
They cooperativelv support each other, 
if they need help. So it can be possible 
to ensure the quality of life, especially 
in the older age and in case of illness. 
Newspapers can also be organised co-
operatively. Thus, the Cooperative Zeit-
Fragen has been existing for over twen-
ty years and is an example of how media 
can become financially independent and 
indispensable. 

Friday, 16 March 2018, 
3.30–4.00 pm 
Leseinsel Hall 3, booth H504

Direct democracy is alive! 
New scientific book series on the study 
of direct democracy

Speakers: Dr René Roca (CH), 
Dr Tankred Schaer (D)

Direct democracy is on everyone’s lips 
in Europe and around the world. Espe-
cially the recent coalition negotiations 
in Germany and Austria show that the 
topic of direct democracy can be found 
on the political agenda of parties of 
different provenance. Direct democra-
cy gives the people more rights to say 
and scope. In doing so a greater satis-
faction among the population with state 

Events of the cooperative Zeit-Fragen/Current Concerns  
on the Leipzig Book Fair

Leipzig liest
March 15 – 18, 2018
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institutions can be achieved and the 
power of the parties and the political 
elite limited. Founded four years ago, 
the “Research Institute for Direct De-
mocracy” seeks to work up direct de-
mocracy historically. The Liberals in 
Switzerland, for example, initially fa-
voured a representative democracy and 
vehemently rejected direct democracy. 
As the popular initiative and the veto 
(referendum) proved more and more 
successful, they also increasingly sup-
ported the direct democratic rights of 
the people. Important for the forma-
tion of direct democracy in Switzer-
land were the orientation towards nat-
ural law and the cooperative principle 
as well as the concretisation of the idea 
of popular sovereignty. The Swiss re-
search project, which also provides im-
portant findings for other countries, 
and the first two volumes of the book 
series “Beiträge zur Erforschung der 
Demokratie” will be presented and dis-
cussed at the Book Fair in Leipzig.

Saturday, 17 March 2018, 
12.00–0.30 pm
“Forum Sachbuch” Hall 3, 
booth E201

German-Russian town-twinning – 
a contribution to international 
understanding and peace

Speakers: Jurij Fedorov Starovatych 
(Volgograd), Dietmar Berger, 
Dr Eberhard Langer (Chemnitz), 
Dr Eva-Maria Föllmer-Müller (CH)

German Russian town-twinnig is an im-
portant basis for the ongoing dialogue 
between both countries. In a civil soci-
ety manner – as dialogue from person 
to person – it will help to find alterna-
tives to any confrontation course. Very 
often individual citizens are able to set 
the ball rolling.  

This year, the town-twinnig between 
Chemnitz and Volgograd (former Stal-
ingrad) celebrates its thirty year anni-
versary.

In 1988 Jurij Starovatych, the former 
mayor of Volgograd, and Dr Eberhard 

Langer, the former mayor of Chemnitz, 
confirmed the town-twinning.

In the Second World War Volgograd 
was the place of a cruel German-Russian 
death toll. 

Here, Germans and Russians faced 
each other as embittered enemies. But 
since more than thirty years Germans 
from Chemnitz and Russians from Vol-
gograd became partners. Since then val-
uable human relationships have grown. 
It is the main concern of the Swiss 
newspaper Zeit-Fragen to enhance in-
ternational understanding and peace. 
Our event at the Leipzig Book Fair 2018 
shall help to keep in mind the impor-
tance of town-twinning. We call for the 
support of town-twinning – this is of 
particular importance today – with cit-
ies in Russia.

Saturday, 17 March 2018, 
4.00–5.00 pm
“Forum Sachbuch” Hall 5, 
booth C200


