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Delicate diplomacy in the Middle East
by Willy Wimmer*

cc. On 15 February 
2018, after a drone en-
tered Israeli territory 
and was downed, after 
a renewed Israeli mili-
tary strike on positions 
in Syria and the shoot-
ing down of an Israe-
li fighter plane, the Is-
raeli newspaper “The 

Times of Israel” reported (https://www.
timesofisrael.com/russian-official-if-iran-
attacks-israel-well-standing-with-you/) on 
an interview with the Russian deputy am-
bassador to Israel, Leonid Frolov. He had 
said: “In case of aggression against Isra-
el, not only will the US be on the side of Is-
rael, but Russia, too, will be on the side of 
Israel.” Willy Wimmer, former Secretary of 
State in the German Ministry of Defense 
and former Vice-President of the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly, puts this opinion 
into the wider political context.

A thing like that has probably never oc-
curred before. A Russian Vice Ambassa-
dor by the name of Frolov said something 
in Tel Aviv, and the whole world listened. 
He declared Israel a country against which 
Russia will not allow aggression. He went 
even further. He said that if Iran were to 
attack Israel, Russia would side with Isra-
el, alongside the United States – words that 
travel around the globe with an echo of 
thunder. The charm of these words uttered 

Willy Wimmer 
(picture uk)

“The United States […] have covered the area from Afghanistan to 
Libya, which can justifiably be called one of the cradles of our civi-
lization, with the torch of war. A new map is the objective, and it is 
hell for the Russian Federation.”

* Willy Wimmer was a CDU (Christian Democrats) 
member of the “Bundestag” from 1976–2009, 
Secretary of State in the German Ministry of De-
fense from 1988–1992 and Vice-President of the 
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly from 1994–2000. 
He is co-author of the book “Die Wiederkehr der 
Hasardeure. Schattenstrategen, Kriegstreiber, 
stille Profiteure 1914 und heute” (“The Gamblers’ 
Return. Shadow strategists, warmongers, silent 
profiteers, 1914 and today”) together with Wolf-
gang Effenberger, 2014 and author of the book 
“Die Akte Moskau” (“The Moscow File”), 2016.

Switzerland proves: Life is very good outside the EU
Interview of the French-speaking Swiss daily newspaper “Le Matin” with François Asselineau,  

president of the French party “Union Populaire Républicaine” (UPR)

cc. François Asselineau 
(born in 1957) is now 
the president of what he 
calls the fifth strongest 
party in France and 
was one of Emmanu-
el Macron’s opponents 
in the French presiden-
tial elections in 2017. 
However, hardly any-
one knows this party 
because it is largely 
ignored by the French 

media. This is due to the party’s three core 
demands: Leaving the EU, leaving the euro 
zone and leaving NATO. But the party is in 
the process of making itself known through 
other channels, especially its website 
(https://www.upr.fr) which has a high num-
ber of hits. On 28 February 2018, François 
Asselineau was interviewed by the high-cir-
culation Swiss daily newspaper “Le Matin”. 

“Le Matin”: Why do you often sing a song 
of praise for Switzerland?
François Asselineau: Because your coun-
try, which is the most democratic and open-
minded country that exists, proves that not 

belonging to the EU is not synonymous with 
isolation. The Swiss people deserve the ad-
miration of the world. They refused to join 
the EU and this vote was respected, contra-
ry to what we have seen in France after the 
vote on the European Constitution in 2005 
[refused with 55%]. Switzerland is accu-
mulating success. The media seems to me 
to be freer than in France when it comes to 
representing different opinions. The stand-
ard of living and quality of life are high. In-
cidentally, your country is regularly among 
the leaders in the assessment of the “Human 
Development Index” (IDH).

Your opponents do not always share this 
analysis …
The EU supporters, who hardly know Swit-
zerland at all, often hold me in contempt 
for the fact that it lives only from the banks. 
The reality, however, is that this country, 
unlike ours, is concerned about its indus-
try – above all the watchmaking, opti-
cal and pharmaceutical industries. Not to 
mention tourism and services. It gets even 
better: Switzerland, Iceland and Norway – 
the three Western European countries that 
have refused to join the EU – are at the top 

of the IDH ranking! Sweden, Denmark and 
the United Kingdom, which have reject-
ed the euro, are among the most dynam-
ic countries in the EU in economic terms.

Switzerland is linked to the EU through 
bilateral treaties and pressure from the 
EU is growing. Will we be forced to join 
the EU one day?
The bilateral treaties are useful, but the 
people must take a close look at what is 
happening, because your country also has 
globalised elites who want to impose the 
EU on it as unnoticed as possible. It must 
not be allowed to happen that democratic 
Switzerland, driven by the gangster meth-
ods of a big brother whose leaders have 
not been elected by anyone, will find it-
self tomorrow in the situation of having 
to obey European constraints without 
being able to participate in the decisions. 
If I were Swiss, I would be very vigilant. 
Switzerland still has the power to defend 
its national interests. France, bound to the 
diverging interests of the 27 EU Member 
States, can no longer do this!

François  
Asselineau  

(picture 
Wikipedia)
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”Delicate diplomacy in the Middle East” 
continued from page 1

by Mr Frolov on the shores of the Medi-
terranean Sea proceeds from one circum-
stance: it is not about expressions uttered on 
the chicken ladder of a hierarchy. Whoever 
listened to Mr Frolow, heard his president 
named Putin. A vice-ambassador has rarely 
spoken with more power behind his words.

Main goal of US policy:  
the weakening of Russia

The two Caucasus wars of the 1990s have 
already demonstrated the United States’ ac-
tivities on the soft underbelly of the Russian 
Federation. The peoples of the Caucasus, 
who have populated the Levant states since 
the Caucasus wars of the 19th century, have 
been positioned against the Russia of today. 

The United States – and you have only 
to listen to the short-term American Se-
curity Advisor and retired United States 
Army Lieutenant General Michael Flynn – 
have covered the area from Afghanistan to 
Libya, which can justifiably be called one 
of the cradles of our civilization, with the 
torch of war. A new map is the objective, 
and it is hell for the Russian Federation. It 
is well known that trees do not grow to reach 
the sky, and in Berlin one was well advised 
to listen to the excellently trained and ex-
tremely knowledgeable former East German 
top diplomats in their judgment of this region 
in order to grasp the dimension of the dis-
pute. In this connection, the Iranian revolu-
tion triggered so many things, so for instance 
the fact that this revolution brought the Unit-
ed States to the point of losing its communi-

cation intercept stations directed at the Soviet 
Union strategic forces on the Iranian-Sovi-
et frontier, and that the Soviets feared a re-
building of these stations on the Afghan-So-
viet border. This was preceded by an invasion 
of Afghanistan. Since then, this struggle be-
tween Moscow and Washington has dominat-
ed events in the region, and Washington has 
not shied away from destroying the region as 
completely as possible.

Russia is back  
on the international stage

The United States, with their “perpetual war 
allies”, namely England and France, cared 
neither for international law nor for the pro-
tection of the cultural heritage of five thou-
sand years when they ravaged the region 
between Kabul and Tripoli. Moscow’s ap-
proach was different, as shown by Moscow’s 
support for the legitimate Syrian govern-
ment. Actually, after the 2014 coup in Kiev 
in favour of Washington, Russia’s ability to 
act in the Near and Middle East improved 
by leaps and bounds. There was and is an 
endless coming and going of Iranian, Israeli 
and Saudi state leaders in Moscow. President 
Putin gets along with everyone, though and 
especially because he is on the side of a le-
gitimate government in Damascus. Gaining 
time is always a diplomatic maxim.

The Western disgrace is that while the 
United States are open for every war, they 
have no enthusiasm for peace. Perhaps 
one can make an exception regarding the 
current president Trump and perhaps one 
should do just that. However, the appear-
ance of his security general adviser Mc-
Master in Munich has made it clear that 
he seems to have been walled up by Pen-
tagonists. How different is the picture con-
veyed by the Russian president Putin.

And Israel?
We should all remind ourselves that before 
the outbreak of the war in Syria, an agree-
ment between Tel Aviv and Damascus to 
resolve the Golan problems, and thus the 
end of decades of conflict, was pending, 
the implementation of which failed due 
to the Israelis changing their mind. In Tel 
Aviv, one will appreciate what is to be 
thought of Mr Frolow’s pithy statements. 
We will also have to ask ourselves wheth-
er an expression of the possibility of peace 
as credible as the one that can be taken 
from this Russian “echo of thunder” will 
ever be obtainable again. Not only Tehran 
will have to make some decisions, but Is-
rael will have to do the same. •

(Translation Current Concerns)

“The United States, with their ‘perpetual war allies’, namely England 
and France, cared neither for international law nor for the protection 
of the cultural heritage of five thousand years when they ravaged the 
region between Kabul and Tripoli.”

You do not think it is possible to reform 
the EU. Why?
The “other Europe”, which is called for by 
all sorts of sides, hypocrites, incompetents 
or even “useful idiots”, is unrealistic, be-
cause if one word in the European Treaties 
is to be changed, it requires the unanimity of 
the 28 members and the 28 peoples, whose 
interests are in conflict in all areas. France, 
for example, is a net contributor (i. e. it pays 
more money to the EU than it receives back) 
and suffers under the Posting of Workers Di-
rective. Bulgaria, for example, benefits from 
this and receives more than it pays. The only 
sensible decision is to leave the EU, as the 
great British people have done by using arti-
cle 50. I would like to point out in this con-
text that, contrary to what the prophets of the 
apocalypse had said, the United Kingdom is 
doing well. Unemployment figures are at 
their lowest level since 1975 (4.2%).

If one listens to you, one gets the impres-
sion that Switzerland is doing everything 
right.

No. I am astonished by the fact that it is a 
member of the “Partnership for Peace”, a 
NATO structure worthy of Orwell’s new 
speak “1984”. As a Swiss citizen, I would 
be outraged. Switzerland is acting in com-
plete contrast to its neutrality, which is pre-
cisely its strength. It is thus involved in the 
American geopolitics of the “battles of cul-
tures” and must send soldiers to Kosovo, for 
example. This is contrary to its history and 
interests. However, I find your direct democ-
racy and, in particular, the referendums to 
be exemplary and worthy of imitation.

Like Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel laureate in 
economics and the historian Emmanuel 
Todd, you are predicting death for the 
euro. Why?
The euro is going very badly, especially be-
cause of the Italian government deficit. But 
the specialists hide this from the public. 
You would have to write a separate article 
to explain this. Vincent Brousseau, our spe-
cialist in UPR, who has worked at the ECB 
for 15 years, can explain this very well. Let 
us just say that the euro is a currency whose 
exchange rate against the dollar is not high 
enough for the German economy, but too 

high for the French and most others in the 
euro zone. This leads to more unemploy-
ment and greater trade deficits. The result: 
the Bundesbank continues to accumulate 
bad loans from southern Europe. They have 
now exceeded 900 billion. If the 1000 bil-
lion mark is crossed, the Germans will be 
forced to make a cut, so that they will not 
experience the same crash as in 1923. Like 
Stiglitz, I believe that the countries that are 
going to leave the euro first will do best.

What would the end of the euro mean for 
Switzerland?
Your franc would fully assume its role as 
a currency of refuge. It would rise sharp-
ly. Imports would become cheaper and ex-
ports would suffer as a result. This would 
cause some confusion, but to a much less-
er extent than in the EU. Reality leaves us 
with no choice: the euro will collapse – 
and the EU with it! •

(The interview was conducted by Laurent 
Grabe)

Source: “Le Matin” from 28.2.18

(Translation Current Concerns)
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The wars of US imperialism in the Middle East
from Dr phil. Matin Baraki

Aktham Suliman, 
the Syrian-born 
journalist and for-
mer Berlin bureau 
chief of Qatari 
TV station al-Ja-
zeera, known as 
the “Arab CNN,” 
directed it from 
2002 to 2012. He 

has now presented a brilliant, factually and 
critically written analysis of the wars and 
the chaos – caused by US imperialism - in 
the Middle East. Suliman is too modest to 
limit his analysis to the Middle East. The 
author manages to relentlessly expose the 
causes, driving forces and strategic back-
drops of the geopolitical catastrophe in the 
Middle East and to analyse the strategic 
dimensions that go far beyond the Middle 
East. He also elaborates on the conflict be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians, critically 
examining the colonial occupation policies 
of Israeli governments and their interna-
tional allies. (pp. 34)

Al-Jazeera was the only independent 
Arab broadcaster to continuously report 
live on the brutality of the US-led imperi-

alist war against Iraq, reaching more than 
50 million Arab households. George W. 
Bush’s European-based “poodle,” the Brit-
ish Prime Minister Tony Blair, was so angry 
that he called for a bombing of al-Jazeera’s 
headquarter in Qatar’s capital Doha. It did 
not happen that way, but the radio station 
in the Iraqi capital Baghdad was destroyed.

With the “Arabellion” the political ori-
entation of the station changed. Being be-
fore an openly and objectively informing 
institution it has become an instrument of 
the Islamist movement of “Ekhwan al Mu-
slemin”, the Muslim Brotherhood, and of 
the foreign policy of the government of 
the Emirate of Qatar and the interests of 
the United States. (p. 18)

Suliman razor-sharply analyses the US-
directed wars on the Gulf, shows how UN 
resolutions where exploited, and the Unit-
ed Nations where permanently humiliated 
by the US administration. UN Resolution 
678 of 29 November 1990 has been inter-
preted as turning the apparent protective 
shield for civilians overnight into an ag-
gression against Iraq. (p. 25)

UN inspectors were able to prove that 
Iraq had no weapons of mass destruction. 
However, according to the author, the US 
Army bombed Iraq’s nuclear capabilities 
“back to the Stone Age”. (p. 27) They have 
dropped “a greater bomb load in Iraq than 
during the entire Second World War.” (p. 26) 
CNN reporter Bernhard Shaw reported: 
“The sky over Baghdad is shining.” (p. 39)

The horrors of war, the end of which can-
not be foreseen, are described meticulous-
ly. (pp. 113–161) From the torture in the 
CIA prison in Abu Ghraib to the shooting 

of civilians from a helicopter on the street in 
Baghdad by US mercenaries, Aktham Suli-
man informs very precisely about the war 
crimes of the US and its allies. (pp. 28)

Suliman shows that by both the US am-
bassador to Baghdad, April Glaspie, and the 
US Department of State was given the go-
ahead to the government of Saddam Hus-
sein for the Kuwait raid. (p. 32) This lured 
the Iraqi government into the Kuwait trap 
and was later drubbed. Even with the with-
drawal from Kuwait, there was no mercy 
for the Iraqi military units. In my opin-
ion, this comes very close to a war crime. 
Francis Fukuyama with his thesis of the 
“end of history” and Samuel P. Huntington 
with his brute notion of the “clash of civilisa-
tions” are classified as intellectual arsonists 
who then also supported the hot war. (p. 49) 
Suliman seriously challenges the current ver-
sion of the events of 11 September 2001, and 
puts extensively the ties between al-Qaeda 
leader Osama bin Laden and the Palestinian 
theologian and leader of the Muslim Broth-
erhood Dr Abdallah Azzam with the CIA 
into the foreground. (pp. 65–110)

In the last chapter he describes as a 
good observer the so-called “Arab spring”, 
which did not become one. If you want to 
know first-hand about the national, regional 
and international connections and interde-
pendencies of the wars and conflicts in and 
around the Middle East, then the book by 
Aktham Suliman is highly recommended. •
Suliman, Aktham. Krieg und Chaos in Nahost. 
Eine arabische Sicht. (War and chaos in the Mid-
dle East. An Arab view.) Frankfurt / Main 2017. 
ISBN 978-3-939816-40-9

(Translation Current Concerns)

Matin Baraki  
(picture ma)

* Matin Baraki is a German-Afghan political sci-
entist and interpreter. After apprenticeship as 
a precision mechanic, he studied pedagogy in 
Kabul and worked as a teacher. From 1970 to 
1974 Baraki was Technical Assistant at the Fac-
ulty of Natural Sciences of the University of 
Kabul. In 1974 he went to the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany and graduated in 1995 at the 
Philipps University of Marburg. Afterwards, as 
a political scientist, he embraced teaching as-
signments for international politics at the univer-
sities of Marburg, Giessen, Kassel and Münster.

“This book is basically a curriculum vitae 
of death in the Middle East over the 
last quarter-century from an Arab point 
of view. About 25 years ago, in early 
1991, the number of foreign armed men 
and women from over thirty countries 
reached more than half a million on a 
small patch of desert in the northeastern 
part of the Arabian Peninsula. For the 
West, it was the beginning of ‘Operation 
Desert Storm’ to liberate Kuwait from 
the Iraqi invasion that took place in the 
previous summer. For many in the Arab 
world, it was a storm of death from 
which the region between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Persian Gulf has not 
yet recovered. […] War and chaos in 
the Middle East claimed to present not 
THE, but AN Arab view, knowing that 

more than 400 million Arabs in over 
twenty Arab states and abroad have 
the right to more than one view. But 
there is the perceived common ground. 
From an Arab point of view, the last 
25 years have not only been historical 
developments and events, but rather 
concrete moments of fate for people of 
flesh and blood. Thereby biographies 
of millions of Arabs, including those 
of the author of this book, changed. 
Nevertheless, it should be remembered, 
or perhaps precisely because of this, 
that just from that Arab point of view – 
despite of all the images in the news – in 
the Middle East people not only die and 
cry, but also live and laugh.”

(Translation Current Concerns)
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Italy in arms: from the Baltic Sea to Africa 
by Manlio Dinucci* 

When NATO Mem-
ber States use force 
to occupy foreign 
states, they are al-
ways ready with 
some excuse. It is 
“to support them”. 
Italy is not derogat-
ing from this rule. 
From the Baltic Sea 
to Africa, the Italian 

presence is virtually felt throughout.

What would happen if some Russian fight-
er jets Sukhoi Su 35, stationed at Zurich 
airport (only a ten minute flight from 
Milan) were to patrol the Swiss/Italian 
border under the pretext of protecting 
Switzerland from Italian agression? The 
entire Italian parliament in Rome would 
have risen to its feet, immediately request-
ing diplomatic and military countermea-
sures. Yet this Parliament, accepts the sub-
stance of and without so much as a murmur, 
the NATO decison to station 8 Italian Euro-
fighter Typhoon fighter planes at a base lo-
cated at Amari, Estonia, just a ten minute 
flight from St Petersburg, to patrol the bor-
der with Russia on the pretext of protecting 
the Baltic countries from “Russian aggres-
sion”. “Fake news” with which the US-led 
NATO justified the increasingly dangerous 
military escalation against Russia in Europe.

To station these 8 Italian fighter bombers 
in Estonia, with a staff of 250 men, we’re 
spending 12.5 million euro just for the pe-
riod January – September. Of course this 
money comes from Italian public coffers. 
On top of this, we must also add the opera-
tional costs. So for a Eurofighter to fly for 
one hour, it costs 40,000 euro. This is what 
a worker would earn (before tax has been 
applied) in one year.

This is only one of the 33 international 
military missions that Italy has commit-
ted herself to in 22 countries. On top of 
those that have been going one for some 
time now – in the Balkans, Lebanon and 
Afghanistan, are new missions that – 
emphasises the Government Resolution 
“are concentrated in the geographic re-
gion, Africa, considered as a top strate-
gic interest for national security and de-
fense interests”.

Libya, was a country thrown into chaos 
by the NATO war in 2011, with Italy doing 
its bit for NATO. How ironic that today 
Italy “sustains the peacekeeping and sta-
bilisation action in this same country and 
strengthens the control and containment of 
illegal immigration”. Another operation, 
with the deployment of 400 men and 130 
vehicles entails an annual cost of 50 mil-
lion euro, including an average compensa-
tion per mission of 5,000 euro per month 
paid (in addition to regular pay) to every-
one participating on the mission.

In Tunisia, Italy is participating in the 
NATO Mission supporting the Tunisian 
government’s security forces, committed 
to repressing people protesting against de-
teriorating living standards.

In 2018, Italy is beginning its mission in 
Niger, to support the “government’s securi-
ty forces”, “in the context of a combined Eu-
ropean and US effort to stabilise the area”, 
including Mali, Burkina Faso, Benin, Mau-
ritania, Chad, Nigeria and the Central Afri-
can Republic (where Italy is participating in 
an EU “support” mission). It is one of the 
richest areas for strategic raw materials – oil, 
natural gas, uranium, coltan, gold, diamonds, 
manganese, phosphate and others – exploit-
ed by US and European multinationals, that 
consider their oligopoly now endangered by 
China’s growing economic presence. From 
here, the military “stabilisation” of the area 
that Italy is participating in, sending to Niger 
470 men and 130 land transport vehicles, 
with an annual cost of 50 million euro.

In addition to these commitments, 
Italy assumed another one on 10 January 
2018: the command of the land forces of 
the NATO Response Force, called to inter-
vene in the shortest periods in any part of 
the world. In 2018 it is under the orders 
of the Multinational Command of Solbi-
ate Olona (Varese), of which Italy is the 
“leader nation”. But – the Italian Minis-
ter of Defence clarifies – such a command 
is “under the dependence of the Supreme 
Command of the Allied Forces in Eu-
rope”. The latter is always appointed by 
the US President. So Italy is a “leader na-
tion” but at the same time subordinated to 
the Pentagon’s chain of command. •
Source:  
Voltaire Network, Rome (Italy), 27 January 2018

Translation from Il Manifesto (Italy):  
Anoosha Boralessa

Manlio Dinucci 
(picture ma)

* Manlio Dinucci is geographer and geopoliti-
cal scientist. His latest books are “Laboratorio 
di geografia”, Zanichelli 2014 ; “Diario di viag-
gio”, Zanichelli 2017; “L’arte della guerra. An-
nali della strategia USA/NATO 1990–2016”,  
Zambon 2016. 
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Germany

What to do in times of war?
by Karl Müller*

A few weeks before his death on 27 
November 1947, marked by the hor-
rors of World War II and not even 27 
years old, the German poet Wolfgang 
Borchert wrote one of his most famous 
texts: “Then there is only one choice!” 
In this poem, Wolfgang Borchert called 
on all people to say no to all the tenden-
cies pertinent to war in the future … and 
he showed in dramatically vivid pictures 
what would happen if one didn’t succeed 
in resisting this again. 

Germany has been waging wars again 
for almost 20 years. Quite openly in Yugo-
slavia in 1999, in Afghanistan since 2002, 
and also in the Iraq war, Germany indi-
rectly has been involved since 2003. Ger-
man soldiers are deployed in a number of 
countries around the world and intervene 
in warfare, also in Syria and in Iraq. In the 
Ukraine, the German government has en-
couraged the coup d’état to the best of its 
ability and – contrary to official agreements 
– finally endorsed it. One consequence has 
been the war in the east of the country, 
still ongoing until today, with thousands 
of victims. On 7 March 2018, the Feder-
al Government again decided to extend a 
series of foreign deployments of the Ger-
man “Bundeswehr”. When it seems oppor-
tune sometimes even the sides are changed: 
In Iraq, for example, first in alliance with 
the Kurds, and in future with the Iraqi army 
(which fights against the Kurds). 

The fact that Germany is at war should 
not draw too much public attention, at 
least not directly. The responsible Ger-
man politicians prefer to talk about Ger-
many assuming “more responsibility in 
the world”. The “Bundeswehr” is no lon-
ger there to prevent wars. It has become 
an “army in deployment”. The culture of 
commemorating “soldiers killed in action” 
is being revived.

In times of war, the truth is not told
As Germans, it would be good to ac-
knowledge the fact that in times of war, 
the truth is not told. War propaganda tells 
us about enemies and enemy images. The 
Syrian President Assad and the Russian 
President Putin are currently two of the 
main culprits. Unfortunately, we have 
to assume that we do not hear the facts 
about Assad and Putin, but rather every-
thing that suits an enemy’s image. This is 
a dangerous game. In a certain sense, Ger-
many is in a world war once again, even 
if no bombs and missiles have fallen on 
our country so far. Bushfire wars also oc-

curred at the beginning of the First and 
Second World Wars. And it is no longer a 
secret that the great powers are once again 
involved in these “bushfire wars”. 

Historians like to have a precise date of 
the beginning and the end of wars. For ex-
ample, for the First World War: from 28 
July 1914 to 11 November 1918; or for 
the Second World War: from 1 September 
1939 to 7 May 1945. However, does it re-
ally make sense? Weren’t the Balkan Wars 
before 1914 and the countless wars in East-
ern Europe after 1918 also part of the First 
World War? Was there a definite end to the 
First World War, or shouldn’t we honestly 
say that there were only local ceasefires be-
tween the First and Second World Wars – 
despite the so-called peace treaties?

Recent research on the first half  
of the 20th century

What do we know after all about the back-
ground, the course and consequences of 
the wars in the first half of the 20th centu-
ry? With increasing distance in time, ex-
tensive works are published in German, 
questioning with good arguments and 
based on facts of what has been common 
knowledge so far. For example, the books 
by Wolfgang Effenberger and Willy Wim-
mer (“Wiederkehr der Hasardeure. Shad-
ow strategists, warmongers, silent profi-
teers 1914 and today”), by Andreas von 
Bülow (“The German Catastrophes. 1914 
to 1918 and 1933 to 1945 in the Great 
Game of Powers”) or by Nikolai Starikov 
(“Who forced Hitler to attack Stalin?” as 
a translation from the Russian original). 
In the meantime, we are already accus-
tomed, when questioning of what has been 
believed so far, it is denounced as a “con-
spiracy theory”. Many people, howev-
er, become more interested, if such theo-
ries are labelled in this way. As the saying 
goes: “History is Written by the Victors”. 
That probably falls short. But there is 
ample evidence that historical consider-
ations are repeatedly exploited for politi-
cal reasons and that the truth falls by the 
wayside.

We want to know the truth
Since we human beings are gifted with 
reason and can think for ourselves, there 
is no reason why we should not form our 
own opinion of “conspiracy theories” – in 
spite of all the campaigns. And that is ab-
solutely necessary. It is probably the first 
answer to the question of what to do in 
times of war, namely trying to find out 
the truth. It is not yet dangerous in our 
country to read books and articles from 
accessible sources. Listening to “enemy 

radio stations” is not yet prosecuted. The 
official fight against so-called “fake news” 
has already become bizarre in shape. But 
we are also against “fake news”, because 
of course we want to know the truth.

Avoid inciting each other
Secondly, try to resist being incited by 
others. “Divide et impera!” (Divide and 
rule!) has been a method of power for 
more than 2000 years. It is still used 
today. The overwhelming majority of 
people want to live in peace with their 
fellow human beings. They want to make 
sure that the other person is contained 
and not to just look for quarrels and con-
flicts. But conflict and strife can be fu-
elled and the flames can be fanned also 
between people within our own coun-
try. Actually this is an old hat, but unfor-
tunately works again and again. In this 
case everyone can take deliberate coun-
termeasures. Who does it serve if we 
argue? Certainly not us!

Maintain an upright stance
A third step is to maintain an upright 
stance. I do not allow myself to become 
irritated in my alert feeling for what is 
right and wrong. It requires sense and rea-
son. The propagandists of war and enemy 
images appeal to our feelings with emo-
tionally loaded messages and particularly 
with images. The best thing is not to be-
lieve anything immediately, but to get to 
the bottom of things. Unfortunately, our 
media is not very helpful, much of it is 
part of the propaganda apparatus. There 
are several reasons for this, the journal-
ists themselves are not worse than you 
and me. So I have to focus on my alert 
mind and ask critical questions. Already 
at school, for example, we got to know the * Karl Müller is a German citizen and teaches at a 

German school. He writes regularly for the jour-
nal Current Concerns.
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meaning of “why-questions”. If they are 
not answered consistently, caution is ad-
vised. But no one must be forced to con-
stantly confess or even resist. In his para-
ble “Measures against Authority” Bertolt 
Brecht presented a man who never open-
ly resisted violence. He said it wasn’t his 
job to let his spine break. But he has al-
ways refused to serve violence internally. 
It’s the least one can do.

You can’t do without friends
Fourthly, nothing works without friends, 
without people I can trust and with whom 
I can talk freely and openly about eve-
rything. Honest interpersonal relation-
ships are essential. Gently and carefully 
building relationships with people I want 
to meet. And then in the conversation to 
realise that the other person has similar 
questions as I have and is happy to ex-
change his thoughts with somebody. 

Ensure survival!
Fifthly, and this is the most important 
thing in war: ensure survival! My own life 
and the life of others. That sounds slight-
ly foreign to us Germans. This is not the 
case for people in acute war zones. But 
also these people have a right to life like 
us. Wherever I can, I denounce the injus-
tice and inhumanity of war. I call a spade 
a spade. People who speak of a “humani-
tarian intervention“ or any other bad lies 
should reframe from monstrosities. “War 
is obsolete!” said an US veteran who 
closely witnessed the horrors of the war 
a few years ago. Nothing has changed and 
nothing will change, no matter how inhu-
manely and warlike our “responsible per-
sons” act. “War is obsolete!”

Political parties  
will probably not be able to help

Sixthly, there is no point in hoping that 
others will solve the problems. The his-
tory of the political parties in the Federal 
Republic of Germany has shown one thing 

since 1945: In contrast to the provision in 
the Basic Law, the parties are not found-
ed “freely”. The concerns of many hon-
est party members must step back when 
it comes to essentials. Then other forces 
come into play, then top-down decisions 
are made. Then it’s about strategic moves 
by people in the background. George 
Soros is a synonym for that.

Direct democracy  
would do Germany good

And seventhly, Germany would be best 
served by honest direct democracy at all 
levels of government. But even this can-
not be prescribed. It is a long-term project 
that needs to be worked on by the citizens, 
by many citizens, over and above the con-
fusion of time. Direct democracy requires 
a political culture of dialogue and honest, 
equal debate, a willingness to learn about 
one’s own concerns and the concerns of 
others, to find compromises and to serve 
the common good. Working for a better 
future – which can be started today.  •

”What to do in times of war?” 
continued from page 5

“Which humanity is represented?“

As supporter of Macronism and having 
grown up in the shadows of Sarkozy-
ism, Jean-Michel Blanquer (Responses 
in Current Concerns No 5 from 27 Feb-
ruary 2018, p. 9) would in no way like to 
be categorised as political. Education is 
politically ‘neither right nor left’, he glad-
ly emphasised. Through the rejection of 
dogmatism and political allowance, he 
would like to appear ideologically neu-
tral. However, is this point not the begin-
ning of a large contradiction, when one is 
at the same time motivated to bring ed-
ucation under the yoke of large interna-

tional enterprises and to hold the sceptre 
of sacred neo-liberalism?

Under such conditions, is a free les-
son without being formatted from the ex-
terior possible? Which humanity, which 
understanding of economy, which experi-
ence will be represented when one wants 
to change people into economic robots? 
Is it not contradictory to maintain, one 
‘educates’ the people while turning them 
into a compliant, easily manipulated in-
strument and pushes them into a rush of 
consumption in order to stimulate the 
economy? Solidarity and equality among 

people were never the goals of liberalism, 
which touches upon the theory of the ‘in-
visible hand’ of Adam Smith.

When the school becomes the main 
protagonist for the acceleration of the 
slave society of the economic world, then 
our civilisation will become the victim of 
the pursuit of profits.

Nicole Duprat,  
retired teacher,  

France 

(Translation Current Concerns)
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Dangerous tensions in Germany are increasing
by Prof Dr Eberhard Hamer*

“The building in-
dustry can no long-
er satisfy the de-
mand for new living 
space”, (“Die Welt” 
from 11 January 
2018). Despite an 
increase in con-
struction volume of 
3 to 8% per year, the 
shortage of housing 
is increasing not 

only in larger cities but also in medium-
sized towns, and even dramatically in the 
big cities – especially in Berlin.

The social policy makers call this mar-
ket failure and call for massive state sup-
port programmes. Yet the cause is not 
market failure but state failure – the larg-
est migration of peoples caused by Mer-
kel and her social policy makers, who 
opened the borders into the world’s 
highest-bidding social system to all im-
migrants. What use are 350,000 new 
housing units if more than 700,000 im-
migrants are entitled to housing every 
year? And because these immigrants do 
not want to settle in the country, but in 
the big cities where their compatriots 
have already established themselves, that 
is where housing demand, housing short-
ages and therefore the price pressure on 
rents are eminently increasing – see Ber-
lin. It is no wonder if needy locals or stu-
dents no longer find “affordable housing” 
in Berlin, because the excess pressure 
of immigration pushes exactly into this 
market segment and changes our cities, 
makes them more colourful, more Mus-
lim, more foreign language and more 
proletarian. The indisputable “lack of af-
fordable housing” is not due to the real 
estate industry, nor to the lack of a mar-
ket, but to the mass immigration promot-
ed by false philanthropists and approved 
by the Grand Coalition.

Growing criminality
Almost daily, the press also reports on 
“growing criminality” in Germany. A 
burglary takes place every three min-
utes; every hour there is an attack on a 
person. The international agencies fight-

ing against crime complain that “Germa-
ny has become the European centre and 
country of rest for worldwide criminal 
organisations”, for the mafia, ‘Ndrang-
heta, triads, Romanian, Polish, Ukrain-
ian and Albanian gangs of thieves; it has 
become the distribution centre for inter-
national narcotics trafficking, and petty 
crime has been increasing by leaps and 
bounds on our streets. Despite the in-
crease in police forces, the crime rate is 
rising.

More and more criminals are moving 
in, because they are less checked in Ger-
many than in other countries, and Germa-
ny also offers full benefits to them. Also, 
there are the best crime chances in a rich 
country. But instead of our policy taking 
the growing fear of the population about 
crime seriously, it allows, …
•	 the	US	to	call	back	its	international	ter-

rorist forces, which have been defeated 
in Syria but which they still want to use 
in Iran, from Mosul, Rakka and other 
places and park them in Germany,

•	 Morocco	 and	 Tunisia	 to	 empty	 their	
prisons by exporting criminals to Eu-
rope and refusing to take them back,

•	 highest-court	case-law	to	prohibit	the	
deportation of criminal aliens because 
they would be “persecuted” abroad for 
their crimes,

•	 and	 thousands	 of	 law	 firms	 to	 nail	
down considerable legal assistance for 
administrative processes (200,000) 
against the punishment of criminals 
or the denial of benefits or residency 
rights for illegal aliens.

Germany is to pay more
The EU and all the world organisations 
demand “more solidarity” from Germa-
ny, i.e. more redistribution payments, be-
cause Germany has not only growing ex-
port surpluses, but also a surge in public 
revenues. For example, Germany is to pro-
vide additional billions for a “Marshall 
Plan for Africa”, it is to subsidise coun-
tries such as Greece, Italy or Spain, and 
to finance France’s imminent insolvency 
by ceding its financial sovereignty to Eu-
rope (the financial union) and by means of 
the expanded ESM assistance fund. In ad-
dition, the millions of social guests mov-
ing in with us are to be subsidised like 
German welfare cases (Hartz IV) (2016 = 
+ 700,000) and all social benefits are to 
be drastically increased, regardless of the 
facts that
•	 although	we	do	have	a	boom,	there	is	

no real growth, since it is an illuso-
ry pseudo-boom created by artificial 
money multiplication, and this bubble 
is threatening to burst soon,

•	 our	income	generated	by	small	and	me-
dium-sized enterprises and the work-
force is lagging behind that generated 
by the financial industry, but it is bur-
dened more and more because politics 
does not abolish even nonsensical taxes 
(tax on sparkling wine, solidarity sup-
plement, propaganda tax, television and 
radio license fees).

Growing dissatisfaction
The German population’s growing dis-
satisfaction with the economic yield of 
their work performance (the fact that it 
is practically no longer possible to ac-
quire a dwelling by means of one’s own 
work effort) relates to the maximum bur-
den on those who mainly generate Ger-
man performance, and this in turn is due 
to the political distribution of our pros-
perity in the world. The alleged “solidar-
ity” with the refugees – this also is eye-
wash, because 94% of the immigrants 
are not refugees at all – is only one part 
of this politically wanted exploitation of 
our people.

The above-mentioned examples can 
be continued, but they are only meant to 
document: The great difficulties of our 
population such as housing shortages, 
crime, lacking means to build savings, 
or high tax burden, are not natural, not 
market-related, but caused by govern-
ment failures and manipulation. Our pol-
icy and not our system is to blame for our 
difficulties.

Deregulation is to continue  
under new German government

The decisions of the new grand coalition, 
however, show that the decisive flaws such 
as the German payments for Europe (fi-
nancial union), the overloading of our so-
cial systems (mass immigration) and the 
excessive tax burden on our top-perfor-
mance providers will not change with its 
policy of “keep it up”. Politics itself is too 
cowardly to name the causes of the prob-
lems, and it fears that it would be pun-
ished by its electoral majorities, should it 
even only name as such the devaluation, 
increase or exploitation of our social sys-
tem, or the expansion of EU-Europe at the 
German expense.

So must we wait until the financial bub-
ble bursts and thus the apparent prosper-
ity is cut back to real prosperity, so that 
the fulfillment of the excessive demands 
of foreign countries, foreign organisations 
and foreign immigrants will be made im-
possible?  •

(Translation Current Concerns)

Eberhard Hamer
(picture ma)

* Prof Dr Eberhard Hamer is founder of the 
Middle Class Institute Hanover as well as au-
thor and publisher of numerous books, includ-
ing “Was tun, wenn der Crash kommt? Wie si-
chere ich mein Vermögen oder Unternehmen?” 
(“What should we do when the crash comes? 
How do I secure my assets or business?”), 10th 
edition 2008, and “Visionen 2050. Wohin steu-
ern wir? Trends und Prognosen für Deutschland 
und Europa”, 2016 (“Visions 2050. Where are 
we heading? Trends and Forecasts for Germany 
and Europe”).
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Media land consolidation –  
preparing for further democratic dismantling?

by Christian Fischer*

In political discourse, the word narrative 
has willingly been used for some time. Yes, 
it’s about stories, not facts – they are often 
lumped together and stirred up with “al-
ternative facts” until you no longer know 
what’s true. It’s hardly about these or 
those political demands – they like to be 
confronted with the mainstream’s lack of 
alternatives, so that you don’t embarrass 
yourself with your own stupid thoughts. 
But what are we being told right now? Is 
this all about confusion? Or is there a cen-
tral theme in the popular narrative?

At present, the news presents us a politi-
cal landscape in the context of which the 
word deconstruction comes to mind first. 
As if it were not enough that some SPD 
grandees actually do not behave as ex-
pected of political professionals, no, the 
press sprinkles salt into the wounds of the 
entire political business day in, day out 
with zest. And if it does not find any new 
wounds, it will strike them itself.

At first, the FDP caused head shaking 
after breaking off the Jamaica exploration, 
then the SPD leadership itself did a lot to 
avoid being taken seriously. Finally, a Mer-
kel dawn is being talked up at the CDU. 
In between there is the usual AfD bashing, 
just like the circus where the break clown 
stumbles through the ring. Interestingly, the 
Greens and, for the most part, also the Left 
are spared from this negative staging.

So that no misunderstanding arises: Here 
is not to be advertised for pity for shaken top 
politicians. It’s about the question: Which 
drama is being played? It is striking that the 
political centre in particular, which can nor-
mally be sure of media support, is currently 
being intensively and cross-party scrutinised. 
Although after a short negotiation period 
there is a coalition agreement for a CDU/
CSU-SPD government that would have re-
ceived applause at other times. Of course, this 
treaty contains many general declarations of 
intent and little binding plans – something for 
everyone to rejoice and annoy – nothing that 
would proclaim great enthusiasm and a spir-
it of optimism towards fertile shores. But on 
similar occasions in the past this was no rea-
son to withhold media approval and accom-
panying propaganda. What’s going on there?

In the Maybritt Illner talk show on 15 Feb-
ruary 2018, to name but one example, an un-

known SPD member named Gründinger, in-
troduced as a representative of the younger 
generation, gets more speaking time than the 
current party leader. Unlike usual, he is hard-
ly interrupted in his critical remarks about 
the old generation of politicians. Elsewhere, 
a Jens Spahn is talked up as the CDU’s new 
bearer of hope, a man who nobody knows 
from the political work for the citizens, un-
less one is at home in the depths of the party 
apparatus or transatlantic networks (https://
www.heise.de/tp/features/Ausgemerkelt-Jens-
is-waiting-3975098.html?seite=all). The 
temporary disappearance of the Green Cem 
Özdemir from the front edge of the stage, 
however, is generally regretted.

One notices that, according to surveys, 
the SPD is now roughly on a par with the 
AfD. Since we now know that the opinion-
forming media have a power that should not 
be underestimated, we think to ourselves: Is 
that perhaps intended? Let us summarise: 
The political actors responsible so far and 
their parties have a bad press – despite of 
an economic situation in Germany, which 
is also widely described as enviable, despite 
of a coalition agreement that could just as 
well be sold off as a successful compro-
mise; and even before the new Chancellor is 
elected, there is loud speculation about her 
successor. The Chancellor feels compelled 
to introduce someone herself, but whether 
Kramp-Karrenbauer will survive against 
Spahn and the Greens, apparently loved by 
the think tanks, has not yet been decided.

In this destruction theatre you unavoida-
bly must think of France a year ago. There a 
new order took place in which the tradition-
al parties, the old political elite, were mar-
ginalised, partly caused by their own fail-
ure; and there was a polarisation between 
the Front National and the meteorically me-
dia-promoted Macron. The political system 
of France certainly offered better conditions 
for this radical restructuring than Germany. 
But is not something similar being staged in 
our country right now? With less speed, just 
with German thoroughness, being tailored 
to our political system, and still in the de-
struction phase, yet with parallels.

The narrative, returning now to the ini-
tial question, was in France the EU topic 
as well as international networking here 
or nation there, so: future or past, light 
or shadow? If we take a close look at our 
country, you will find parallels. Content 
debates indeed hardly take place, the less, 
the longer they are demanded instead of 
personnel debates. However, the commit-
ment to the EU as a future project and side 
blows against those who want to go back 
to the nation state (as if it was not exist-

ing any longer!), are present everywhere. 
Likewise, the neo-liberal concerns against 
too many social benefits and the promo-
tion of investment in more equipment for a 
supposedly undersupplied “Bundeswehr”.

 The AfD is welcome to the media as a 
representative of yesterday, as a dark back-
ground the bright counter-image is to shine 
against. However, presenting this counter-
image is still difficult: on the one hand, the 
EU is not popular with the citizen, even if 
the propaganda of the anti-national has al-
ready taken strong root. Probably Martin 
Schulz has been an attempt to score with 
the EU in federal politics; but he was too 
clumsy personally; on the national stage, he 
proved to be only an amateur actor. 

The story is not yet over. If the consider-
ations being suggested here are correct, we 
will see further attempts to void political de-
bates and to focus on the issue of EU or na-
tion, combined with further bashing of the 
social state and the need for military rearma-
ment. Soon a political leader of the younger 
generation will be presented to us who will 
launch the EU project even more aggres-
sively than before. Or no: it is likely that it 
will be, different from presidentially shaped 
France, a young leadership clique in various 
political colours. A brilliant hero like Ma-
cron or Kurz is still missing, so it will be 
more of a cross-party team, which in fact 
can also arouse sympathy. 

The anti-national narrative will remain 
connected to the topic of war against Hit-
ler’s meanwhile countless revenants, sorry, 
with the topic of international responsibil-
ity and humanitarian aid. That will not be 
the first time that would be levelled political 
differences of opinion amongst the people. I 
no longer know any parties... this sentence 
of the Emperor in 1914 would probably 
mean today: I no longer know any nations, I 
only know Europeans. At the Munich Secu-
rity Conference, the acting Foreign Minis-
ter Gabriel recently put it in a similar way: 
“Europe is not everything, but without Eu-
rope everything is nothing.” Oh, really? And 
what did he take his oath of office on?

 The political destruction as well as be-
fore long the new construction project will 
probably not as easily to be implement-
ed as in France – because here our party 
system even has a positive braking effect; 
and probably not as easily as in Kaiser Wil-
helm’s time – there is too much counter-
publicity now. But coming together and 
working together is crucial. And figuring 
out the specific polarisation which is being 
built right now, that is the primary thing 
about the anti-democratic and warmonger-
ing propaganda we are exposed to. •

* Christian Fischer holds a doctorate degree in 
engineering and he is author of two books on 
German democracy (“Demokratisches Mani-
fest 21, Souveräne Bürger – direktere Demokra-
tie”, 2012, ISBN: 978-3-8301-1558-8 and 
“Demokratie buchstabieren”, 2014, ISBN: 978-3-
7357-9273-0). He lives in Cologne.
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Book review 

Children in the network of global corporations 
Plea for a responsible and honest discussion about the task of our elementary school 

Finally, we have a summary analysis 
of the current “school reforms” that are 
being heavily debated throughout Swit-
zerland. For decades, parents and teach-
ers have been watching with growing 
unease and critically commented the 
changes introduced in small but steady 
steps within the schools. An increas-
ing flood of daily media coverage on the 
problematic innovations testifies to this 
dispute, which in the near future – after 
the introduction of Curriculum 21 – will 
certainly be even stronger.

The new book by the author of “Spin-
doctors im Bundeshaus”, Judith Bar-
ben, summarises this criticism of the 
“reforms” ordered from above, very 
convincingly and explains their back-

ground, for example the origins of these 
fatal changes in the intentions of the 
OECD, to implement American “school 
reforms” in Europe – “reforms” that pre-
viously had already ruined public edu-
cation in the US. The Swiss vicarious 
agents in education, politics, and the 
public are called by name and referred 
to their responsibility.

Not only is this new publication a 
guide to understanding the “reformed” 
school for insiders, it also offers inter-
ested mothers and fathers an orienta-
tion on how to classify these develop-
ments and how to deal with them. The 
author describes with love and persua-
siveness the importance of the correct 
learning of reading, writing, and arith-

metic – the basics of our public educa-
tion system. Exaggerated individuali-
sation and total digitisation bring these 
foundations of humanistic education in 
the spirit of Pestalozzi back into discus-
sion. For that reason it is of utmost im-
portance for both parents and teachers 
that we know exactly what is going on 
in the “modern” school, what powers are 
at work. 

Not anyone who is interested in the 
topic will put the book down until it has 
finished. Judith Barben succeeds in pre-
senting the complex and largely hidden 
relationships clearly and convincingly. A 
must for educators and parents.

“Starke Volksschule St. Gallen”

German children  
“in the network of global corporations”, too

by Maria Koch

“Children in the network of global cor-
porations” – this analysis also applies to 
the German educational landscape: Even 
earlier than in Switzerland, almost the 
same reforms were implemented here, al-
beit partly under slightly different names, 
such as the melodious promises “Ge-
meinschaftsschule” (community school). 
German federal states such as Bremen, 
North Rhine-Westphalia, Hamburg, led 
the way with corresponding catastroph-
ic results. Nevertheless, even Baden-
Württemberg and Bavaria are now going 
along, even though these federal states 
were previously able to shine with the 
most successful educational results. Re-
cently and lastly, the new federal states 
were favoured with the reforms: Admit-
tedly there the school system was also 
criticised before the turnaround, mainly 
because of the ideological indoctrination. 
Many people resented this, and education 
was one of the most important topics at 
the time of the great change. The discus-
sion was over when the West “took over” 
the East – and especially in the field of 
education. The reforms already imple-
mented in West Germany were imposed 
on East Germany. Meanwhile, many of 
those who are still familiar with the solid 
knowledge builing in the GDR are ap-

palled by the reduction of knowledge 
and skills of their children. Therefore, it 
is not surprising that, for example, Saxo-
ny is one of the first German states to en-
deavor to obtain solid learning.

For the people in the new federal states 
these “reforms” came along completely 
surprisingly and incomprehensibly. The 
citizens of the old federal states have grad-
ually become accustomed to them, since 
the sixties, they have been introduced lit-
tle by little. Even here, nobody understood 
what was happening. An open discussion 
took place neither here nor there, and it 
was not desired – just as little as in Swit-
zerland, by the way.

Judith Barben’s book traces the de-
velopment and shows who initiated these 
reforms in the background – inciden-
tally Europe-wide – and why. The Ger-
man reader will find many parallels. Key-
words such as the downsizing of subject 
material, break in values, mind games, 
lifting of the systematics of a subject, 
“PISA”, “competence-oriented” learning, 
writing by ear, ADHD and Ritalin, digiti-
sation – Barben sets the seemingly unre-
lated pieces of the puzzle together, so that 
finally a clear picture is produced of who 
wants what and why, of where this leads 
to and how is it enforced.

The book is exciting and fluidly writ-
ten, not in “academese”, but understand-
able for everyone. Reading it will fill you 
with new courage because you finally un-
derstand what is going on.

Review and order: 
www.eikos.ch/index.php/kinder-im-netz-
globaler-konzerne.html 

(Translation Current Concerns)

ISBN 978-3-9524324-2-6
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Let’s read together
by Renate Dünki

What happens if we read a passage togeth-
er?

Even as a teacher I was not fully 
aware of this. Reading together in class 
was commonplace just a few years ago. 
We teachers could resort to books which 
were describing topics from the chil-
dren’s close sphere. We agreed that put-
ting together all observations in class 
will produce a much richer understand-
ing of a text. We knew that a selection 
of positive, caring texts is essential and 
could resort to them in readers. We knew 
that reading aloud will implant a vocab-
ulary and syntax getting more sophisti-
cated much more sustainable, which is 
crucial particularly for less privileged or 
bilingual children. Language is the most 
important means of understanding be-
tween humans and this aspect makes it 
most vital in a conversation about the 
contents of a text.

Now that this common understanding 
about the importance of reading togeth-
er is getting lost – individualised learning 
prevents teaching in class – I am becom-

ing aware of what treasure our children are 
losing.

In order to convey the priceless value 
of reading together I want to describe a 
reading experience which I recently was 
part of.

A personal reading experience
I had occasion, in a learning group of six 
children, aged between 7 and 12 years, to 
have a passage read in turns by the chil-
dren and to talk about it. Topic was: leav-
ing one’s country, not today but 300 years 
ago. The purpose was to convey the trou-
blesome history of emigrants from Swit-
zerland around 1700 and to allow the chil-
dren to emotionally understand a part of 
our country’s history. 

“Emigrants from Switzerland” – a 
text from an old reader – was, concern-
ing wording and content, unfamiliar for 
today’s (Swiss) ears. Who knows today 
about the King of Prussia, where Prus-
sia or even East Prussia was? “The Swiss 
overpopulation of the time” – would it 
still be today? “Around 1700” – how long 
ago is that and what didn’t they have at 
the time? The title “emigrants” – does it 
sound like Swiss? The parents of many 
pupils did experience emigration. But 
they did emigrate from other regions in 
order to come to an orderly and peace-
ful country. And why? “Because you can 
find work here”, a pupil from Macedo-
nia said. 

We read the story in small paragraphs, 
summing up the content of each. Leaving 
the village with household goods on an 
ox cart, the uncertain long way – all these 
realities from another time create inner 
images with the children, raising ques-
tions like: Why did the mother have to 
console the children? Was the plague re-
ally over in the deserted villages in Prus-
sia? Did they all reach their destination? 
The confirmation that a family had ar-
rived safely took a long time and the par-
ents did not know for months if their sons 
and daughters had survived the journey. 
Not all families made it: In spite of the 
great misery at home, one family turned 
back, for homesickness. “But then it all 
was in vain!” a nine year old girl cried 
compassionately.

All these comments showed that the 
children were actually living and feeling 
with the people of this time, provoked by 
a text of which I had not expected this 
clear reaction. It was a reading experience 
also for me. None of the children were 
bored although there was no real action 
involved, no fantasy travel, nothing “suit-

able” for children – just the representa-
tion of difficult living conditions in a sim-
ple realistic manner, without self-pitying, 
but with a natural respect for the courage 
of the time. The purpose of reading aloud 
was always to understand together such 
that also the younger children were read-
ing unexpectedly fluent and clear. Every-
body was following and feeling along, was 
asking questions or comparing with our 
time. The participants in this active read-
ing community were inspiring each other. 
The core was grasping the reader passage 
and the dialogue about its statements. The 
issue was not competences or learning ob-
jectives but education.

I could relate many such reading expe-
riences, some of which actually prompt-
ed pupils to change their career aspiration 
to “writer”.

It is a great pleasure for each teacher 
to experience this joint and mutually in-
spiring thinking and feeling, facilitated 
by a book. Because in a story like this the 
children can reflect their own life. They 
“understand” the events described which 
could serve as an example. This style of 
grasping a reader passage is focused on 
the dialogue among the children, the mes-
sage of the text and the comments of an 
adult. This approach is taking the person-
alities of the children serious while con-
veying motivation and knowledge interac-
tively. Such reading experiences are also 
possible at home or with grandparents. It 
only takes the right book and the infec-
tious delight of an adult. We all can help 
to preserve our reading culture for the next 
generation. •
(Translation Current Concerns)
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The Liberal Institute in Zurich has pub-
lished a book under the title “Wilhelm 
Röpke today”. Wilhelm Röpke was one of 
the outstanding liberal economists dur-
ing and after the war. He used to live in 
Switzerland and belonged to the school 
of ordo liberalism or Rhineland capital-
ism. Together with Walter Euken, Alex-
ander Rüstow, Ludwig Erhard and others 
he was one of the architects of the Ger-
man post-war economic “miracle”. In the 
book mentioned above several authors 
from different countries praise his work 
and life and connect the dots between his 
thoughts and burning questions of today. 
(page numbers quoted in this article refer 
to the book).

Wilhelm Röpke was born in a small town 
near Lüneburg in 1899 and, as he liked to 
tell, spent a happy childhood in this re-
gion with villages and small towns, tra-
ditional communities of proud craftsmen 
and farmers.

Connected to Switzerland
After the first world war Röpke sym-
pathised with the idea of socialism. At the 
age of 24 he became the youngest profes-
sor of economy at the time when he was 
appointed to the university of Jena. Since 
1930 he had warned repeatedly against a 
rising national socialist dictatorship. He 
spoke his mind blatantly both as a Ger-
man citizen and as professor of national 
economics. When the Nazis took power 
in 1933 he was sent to early retirement for 
“unnational conduct”. He knew he was in 
danger when SS-troopers announced they 
wanted to visit him at his home. He emi-
grated first to London, where he met with 
John Maynard Keynes and Friedrich Au-
gust von Hayek. In 1937 he came to Ge-
neva. Very soon he felt connected to Swit-
zerland since most of his life principles 

were practiced here. He would stay until 
his death in 1966. Röpke lectured at the 
Institut Universitaire de Hautes Etudes 
Internationales which had been found-
ed by William Rappard in Geneva. Many 
of his students would proceed to become 
important figures – such as Gerhard Win-
terberger, the influential director of the 
Swiss Trade and Industry Association. 
Between 1942 and 1945 he wrote his im-
portant trilogy “The social crisis of our 
time”, “A humane economy” and “Inter-
national order and economic integration”. 

A staunch Liberal 
Wilhelm Röpke was a true Liberal and 
has maintained the principles of economic 
freedom and free trade without unneces-
sary state intervention in his lectures and 
writings over many years. He admired the 
great liberal revolutions of the 18th and 19th 
centuries which had put an end to absolute 
monarchist rule and replaced it by consti-
tutional government. 

He never doubted the superiority of 
markets being as free as possible – embed-
ded into a strong and value-oriented civil 
society. He preferred entrepreneurs lead-
ing their own businesses and was scepti-
cal about big corporations. While he con-
ceded that their size could be beneficial in 
certain respects he was against any legis-
lations in their favour. (p. 88) 

Not only did Röpke oppose totalitar-
ian collectivism of national or any other 
socialist blend he also argued against un-
necessary interventions by the state into 
the markets. During the great econom-
ic depression of the 1930ies, doubts had 
kept growing as to whether liberal mar-
ket economy should be replaced by some 
state-directed economy. Already back then 
some authors called for the state to inter-
vene rigorously in case of difficulties, 
save big corporations, increase domes-
tic demand by public spending and get a 
stagnating economy going again that way, 
organize social justice and many things 
more. All this was supposed to be direct-
ed from top down and financed by debt via 
the money printing machine. John May-
nard Keynes stood for this kind of inter-
ventionist policies. Röpke on the other 
hand viewed the state as some sort of ref-
eree who makes sure that all stick to the 
rules, rather than the steersman who tells 
players which moves to make, let alone as 
an active player himself. 

Ordo-liberal principles
Those economists who consider them-
selves market economy supporters usually 

start with the question: Which legal en-
vironment and political landscape is re-
quired for a liberal economy to function 
well and thrive and develop within a good 
balance of humane society and nature? 
The core of Röpke ś theory is economic 
freedom within a liberal society. For him 
economic freedom – referred to as free-
dom of trade and craft in Switzerland at 
his time – was a logical consequence of 
personal freedom and dignity of a human 
being according to natural law. This in-
cludes a legal framework with principles 
such as the protection of private property, 
the freedom of contracts and free trade. 
Moreover, it entails a policy of stable cur-
rencies, decentralised governance, as lit-
tle interference of the state in economic 
affairs as possible, moderate taxation, a 
decent education system, the protection 
of the weaker members of society, some 
social redistribution in connection with 
a safety net. All this was to be embed-
ded into as much self-determination, en-
trepreneurship, liberal co-operation and 
self-responsibility as possible. – Such a 
state, Röpke argued, would correspond to 
human freedom and dignity much better 

Röpke – also in France 
today

ww. The book “Wilhelm Röpke 
Today“ reminds of the Paris Dec-
laration, which Current Concerns 
published on 21 November 2017. It 
is apparent that today‘s universi-
ty teachers and personalities from 
France develop very similar thoughts 
as the German Wilhelm Röpke after 
the war. They, too, want a future for 
Europe, which is “liberal in the best 
sense“, which preserves democracy 
and respects national peculiarities.

ISBN 978-3-033-06266-5

Wilhelm Röpke today
Why this great liberal economist and author is still so relevant

by Dr rer. publ. Werner Wüthrich
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than any collectivist state, be it a socialist 
or nationalist one. 

Orientation towards values
Wilhelm Röpke as well as other Liberals 
vigorously opposed all laissez-faire the-
ories, claiming that the free market was 
able to solve all questions by some inher-
ent mystical automatism. Indeed, every 
small town market place needs its own 
rules which need to be respected for it to 
function. 

But for Röpke this includes an orien-
tation towards values – ethics proceeding 
from the individual human being but em-
bracing all fellow human beings. Seem-
ingly common-place, abstract terms such 
as “supply and demand” which econo-
mists keep talking about reflect the lives 
of very real and very different people who 
work, who commit themselves to goals, 
produce things, offer services, consume 
etc. A model of society putting the indi-
vidual into the centre rather than a mass 
of people, was the foundation of economy 
according to Röpke. For the same reason 
Röpke was no friend of models reducing 
supply and demand to totally quantifia-
ble and measurable entities and reducing 
human activities to mere utilitarism. 

Which values are important for Röpke? 
He mentions virtues such as diligence, 
mindfulness, sparingness, punctuality, 
sense of duty and appropriateness. In an-
other context he adds personal qualities 
such as courage, honesty and truthfulness 
– in connection with principles of good 
business such as “Pacta sunt servanda” 
(treaties have to be kept) or “the good faith 
of the consignor”. He also points out that 
private property and societal responsibili-
ty go hand in hand, just like markets need 
to have a cartel authority securing compe-
tition and preventing monopolies.

Röpke keeps stressing that such eth-
ical conditions don’t just develop auto-
matically on their own. Unless the people 
bring them with them when they go to the 
market, the market will not produce them 
alone. 

How do values come into being?
It is especially within small communities 
such as families, churches, school classes, 
organisations such as associations, coop-
eratives, fellowships of friends and com-
rades etc., where according to Röpke val-
ues come into being within civil society. 
These communities contribute to the for-
mation of true individualities by fostering 
traditions and a historical conscience. 

To make it short: Röpke was a Lib-
eral Conservative who believed in val-
ues and kept reiterating that free market 
economies need to rely on values which 

in turn need to be maintained by the peo-
ple. (p. 92) Values are the indispensable 
pillars to prevent markets from sliding into 
degeneration. 

“Market economy will only prevail if 
those values, customs and rules are re-
spected which grow beyond ‘supply and 
demand’.”(Wilhelm Röpke. “The humane 
society”/Jenseits von Angebot und Nach-
frage. 1958) 

Where do small communities thrive? 
The answer is clear for Röpke: Within de-
centralised structures of moderate size. 
Oppression, corruption, arbitrariness and 
collectivism always start with the decline 
and destruction of smallish communities. 
He therefore regarded federalism and re-
gional self-governance as bulwarks for a 
liberal society – with strong cooperatives, 
lively activities of people in associations 
and a strong republican spirit in the citi-
zenry, which doesn’t wait for elites to give 
directions. Röpke was tireless in his plea 
to rediscover the “spirit of community” 
(Alain Laurent, p. 156).

Without any doubt such thoughts were 
inspired by the example of Switzerland 
where Röpke has lived for thirty years. He 
himself had witnessed a decent and con-
structive culture of discussions and argu-
ments here. 

Blueprint for Röpkes structure of ideas: 
the political culture of Switzerland 

Wilhelm Röpke got involved in polit-
ical debates with numerous articles – 
mainly with newspaper articles in the 
“Neuen Zürcher Zeitung”, in newspapers 
of French speaking Switzerland and in a 
series called “Schweizerischen Monats-
heften”. He also witnessed several peo-
ples’ referendums. Although he never re-
fers to them in his books directly, since 
he never wrote a book specifically about 
Switzerland, it is clear, that for a Liberal 
like Röpke who emphasised the “Spirit of 
community”, not only self-determination 
is important but also participation. 

Freedom of trade and commerce as 
basic rights of the individual, and also 
as foundation of the economic life, have 
their roots in the cantonal constitutions es-
tablished in Switzerland in the 19th cen-
tury. After these ideas had proven valid 
in municipalities and cantons the con-
cept was adopted to the Federal consti-
tution in 1874. However, it was a unique 
feature, that the electorate connected eco-
nomic freedom with direct democracy 
back then. This means that the people de-
termine the framework and crucial deci-
sions in economic politics themselves to 
a large extent – proven in many peoples’ 
referendums over the years. Adding refer-
endums on social, environmental and fi-
nancial matters to those dealing with pure 
economic questions (which really belong 

all together) there have been more than 
200 referendums at the federal level to 
this day, and countless more on the mu-
nicipal and cantonal levels. The term “so-
cial market economy”, coined by Röpke 
is related to “social Democracy” as it is 
practiced in Switzerland. – This may well 
be the reason why Switzerland is the only 
country in the world to acknowledge eco-
nomic freedom as a human right or right 
of liberty. (Kölz 2004, S. 870) Neither the 
German constitution (Grundgesetz) nor 
the US constitution go that far. 

Röpke today – European Integration, 
GATT and WTO

The authors of the book “Wilhelm Röpke 
heute” draw lines of thought towards our 
own contemporary issues such as Europe-
an integration, globalisation and the wel-
fare state. Some remarks on that: 

Röpke was by no means a radical oppo-
nent of European integration. But he was 
critical and suspicious about all kinds of 
exaggerated centralization, bureaucratiza-
tion and monopolization. As Richard Eb-
eling puts it in his essay “Liberal politi-
cal economy in a post-totalitarian world” 
(p. 97): Röpke sympathised with the idea 
of European integration in general but he 
insisted that this had to grow from bot-
tom up. Integration would be realized ef-
fectively if nations would first liberalise 
themselves internally and unilaterally and 
then open themselves up in their own pre-
ferred manner. That way supra-European 
institutions managing or even implement-
ing the integration process from above 
were unnecessary. Röpke would have 
viewed the co-operation of the Visegrad-
countries Hungary, Poland, the Czech re-
piublic and Slovenia as natural reactions 
to the centralists in Brussels. The only 
possible way in the middle was for him a 
“Decentrism” in the true sense of the word 
(Gerd Habermann, p. 87), built on a cus-
tomised freetrade without central direc-
tions or dictates. Röpke would probably 
advise the EU today to stick to what real-
ly works and consider a reduction in-order 
to create more space for individual coun-
tries to develop. 

Röpke did actually like the GATT 
agreement because it was much more 
flexible and les strict than today’s WTO 
(which has more or less failed in its ex-
aggerated approach). Developing coun-
tries had many opportunities in GATT 
and exceptions from the rule were possi-
ble. Switzerland even succeeded in nego-
tiating an agreement in 1966, which paved 
the way to the agricultural policies of the 
1970ies and 1980ies with several peoples’ 
referendums. The strict directions of WTO 
and EU on the other hand put big corpora-

”Wilhelm Röpke today” 
continued from page 11
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tions into an advantage and restrict sover-
eignty of the nations. 

EFTA as an Alternative
 Samuel Gregg from the US comments: 
“Röpke had a clear vision about an al-
ternative model to the EU: the European 
Freetrade Association (EFTA), whichh 
had been established in 1960 to coun-
ter the EEC. The EFTA not only focused 
on securing freetrade between its mem-
bers and non-European states, it also re-
frained from building a huge bureaucrat-
ic apparatus or any attempts to implement 
social-democratic policies on their mem-
bers.” (p. 143) Freetrade yes – Röpkes be-
lieved – but maintaining democratic struc-
tures and national features. The EFTA 
never employed more than 200 people – 
including those years when it had a lot 
more members. Today about 100 employ-
ees are left in Geneva. In Brussels there 
are about EU 75,000 employees. The UK 
(which is about to leave the EU) did not 
join the EEC in 1957 and was a founding 
member of the EFTA in 1960 – together 
with Austria, Sweden, Denmark and Nor-
way, Portugal, Liechtenstein and Switzer-
land. The UK joined the EU only in 1972 
– apparently pressured by the US as de-
classified documents suggest (see dodis.
ch/30116). Today the Brits remember that 
there is an alternative to the increasingly 
centralistic EU. 

Separation of economy and politics
As Richard Ebeling (USA) outlines in his 
article (p. 114), Röpke argued for a peace 
and economic order in Europa which sep-
arates economy and politics. In Switzer-
land the team of Bundesrat Schaffner had 
followed this road when they negotiated 
the great freetrade agreement of the EFTA 
countries with the EEC in the 1960ies. 
They were successful. The treaty was ap-
proved by more than 70% in the peoples’ 
referendum of 1972 and it has stood the 
test of time, was amended and expand-
ed several times and remains valid to this 
day. It would have been possible to ex-
pand it even further. However, this did not 

happen because the Federal government 
chose to adopt the strategic goal of joining 
the EU even 10 years after the peoples’ 
referendum of 1992 had declined the no-
tion of Switzerland joining the EEC. This 
was meant to be achieved by signing “Bi-
lateral agreements”. This is a major dif-
ference to the 1972 freetrade agreement. 

Presumably Röpke would have been no 
friend of a framework agreement either, 
which would bind Switzerland stronger 
to the EU with the mechanism to devel-
op into some “closer Union”. The former 
chairman of the German Social democrat-
ic party Martin Schulz for-instance de-
clared that the “United States of Europe” 
should be established by 2025. Wilhelm 
Röpke would probably suggest to the EU 
to become smaller to a state which is com-
patible with a free Europe. 

Burning issues
Another project implemented from top 
down by Brussels in-order to bind polit-
ically different countries closer together 
is the across-border electric power mar-
ket liberalisation. It hardly works at all. 
Brussles wants Switzerland to join. Röpke 
would hardly recommend this, since such 
a centralist scheme again benefits big cor-
porations the most, while more than 600 
small and medium power plants often 
based on water power deliver sustainable 
energy to regional households and facto-
ries at low costs in Switzerland to this day. 

Röpke supported a social safety net 
but not the welfare state which weakens 
self-responsibility, cooperation, the mi-
litia system and mutual support within 
communities and smaller municipali-
ties. Erich Weede (Germany) points to 
the side-effects of the welfare state in 
his contribution “The current crisis of to-
day’s welfare state” (p. 119). “Many peo-
ple in the poorest parts of Europe or the 
neighbouring Mediterranean countries 
know that invading the welfare systems 
of Germany or other European coun-
tries gets them more money than what 
they ever earn by hard work at home.” 
(p. 126) Mobility with both Immigra-
tion an emigration is part and parcel of a 
liberal state under the rule of law. But if 
Röpke is right this does not mean that a 

sovereign state should not govern migra-
tion according to its needs. 

Mont Pèlerin Society
Immediately after the end of the second 
world war the leading Liberals of their 
time such as Wilhelm Röpke, Alexan-
der Rüstow, Walter Euken, Ludwig von 
Mises, Friedrich August von Hayek, Mil-
ton Friedman and others met at Lake Ge-
neva and founded the Mont Pèlerin Soci-
ety – with the aim and intention to renew 
liberalism. They coined the term Neolib-
eralism. But tensions between the vari-
ous economists and thinkers would erupt 
soon. Wilhelm Röpke was mainly con-
cerned with the moral societal and cul-
tural preconditions of a successful lib-
eralism. Hayek on the other hand, while 
calling legal frameworks and ordo-politi-
cal principles “indispensable” in his main 
book “Freedom and the Economic Sys-
tem” (1960), put more emphasis on Self-
determination and the so-called “Forc-
es of spontaneous order” rather than the 
“Spirit of community” (Alain Laurent, 
p. 156).

In the best interpretation of this term, 
which is often used in a derogatory and 
pejorative sense, Alain Laurent (Paris) 
called Röpke the “most Neo-Liberal of 
them all” in his article “Röpke, Mises and 
Hayek – an appraisal” (p. 160). 

Röpke stepped back prematurely from 
the chair as president of the Mont Pèlerin 
Society in 1962 and left the society. Main-
ly Hayek, Mises and Friedman would 
shape it in the years to come.  •

Sources: 

Bessard, Pierre (Ed.). “Wilhelm Röpke heute. Zur 
Aktualität des grossen liberalen Ökonomen und 
Publizisten.” Liberales Institut Zurich, Zurich 2017 
(The book can be ordered there)

Kölz, Alfred. Neuere Schweizerische Verfassungs-
geschichte I. Ihre Grundlinien vom Ende der alten 
Eidgenossenschaft bis 1848. Berne 1992 (list of 
references included) 

Kölz, Alfred. Neuere Schweizerische Verfassungs-
geschichte II. Ihre Grundlinien in Bund und Kan-
tonen seit 1848. Berne 2004 (list of references in-
cluded) 

Sprecher, Thomas. Schweizer Monat 1921–2012, 
Zurich 2013
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Ernst Würtenberger – artist, literary lover and educator
Two exhibitions in Constance and Gaienhofen

by Urs Knoblauch cultural publicist, Fruthwilen TG

Two exhibitions are presented below: the 
director of the historic Municipal Wes-
senberg-Gallery in Constance, Dr Bar-
bara Stark, succeeded again in pre-
senting an impressive exhibition with 
numerous works of Ernst Würtenberg-
er and other artists in his environment. 
The exhibition focuses particularly on his 
almost 20 years of work in the flourish-
ing art city of Zurich in connection with 
works by his contemporaries and role 
models.

The literature exhibition designed by 
Ute Hübner and Inga Pohlmann at the 
Hesse Museum in Gaienhofen on the is-
land of Höri is equally pleasing. The 
museum houses an exhibition on life 
and work of the poet and pictures of 
artists from the Lake Constance region 
as well as works by painters who took 
refuge here during the war. Thanks to 
thorough joint research of art and liter-
ature, the work of Ernst Würtenberger 
(1868–1934) can now be rediscovered 
in both exhibitions. There is a richly il-
lustrated catalogue with contributions 
by various authors. The two authors 
pay tribute to the artist in the introduc-
tion of the catalogue: Ernst Würten-
berger “was a brilliant portraitist and 
successful painter, a masterful wood-
cutter, an equally sensitive and didacti-
cally gifted teacher, an analytical mind 
and sharp-tongued rhetorician, a social-
ly-engaged networker, a faithful friend 
as well as a caring father and husband. 
He had a sense of humour and diverse 
literary interests and appreciated the in-
tellectual discourse”.

Happy family life,  
thorough training and friendships

The Würtenberger family lived in 
Steisslingen near Radolfzell, in the Hegau 
in Baden. Ernst and his three siblings 
could enjoy country life until the age of 
seven. Their caring mother came from a 
local brewery and innkeeper’s family. In 
1876 the family moved to Switzerland, 
to Emmishofen near Kreuzlingen. There 
the father, originally surveyor and pri-
vate scholar, took over a brick factory as 
a partner. Very early the joy of drawing 
woke up in Ernst, especially on portrai-
ture. His brother also developed the joy 
in artistic creative activity and became 
a sculptor and ceramist. Ernst attended 
the Constance Gymnasium and was then 
able to study at the famous Art Academy 
in Munich from 1888–1892 after having 
passed the demanding entrance examina-
tion, supported by his father. In 1895/96 
he broadened his horizons by staying in 
Florence, visiting the studio of Arnold 
Böcklin and as master student of Ferdi-
nand Keller in Karlsruhe. Early on, he 
wrote texts on topics of art and the paint-
er Arnold Böcklin, who was one of the 
most important artists of his time. Nu-
merous friendships were formed, for ex-
ample in 1903 with Hermann Hesse and 
many other writers of the literary and art 
scene at Lake Constance, which enabled 
him to design and illustrate a number of 
books. Würtenberger belonged to the im-
portant group of artists of a value-oriented 
realism, which decisively shaped the 19th 
century. One example of this is the mas-
terpiece “Der Konstanzer Stadtrat” (The 

Constance City Council) from 1899 with 
its precise and sensitive observation of 
the people at the political table.

Rich works in Zurich and Karlsruhe
In 1902 Würtenberger moved with his 
family to Zurich, where he spent his ar-
tistically most important years of cre-
ativity until 1921. Here he got a job 
as an art and drawing teacher at Luise 
Stadler’s “Kunst- und Gewerbeschule 
für Damen” (Arts and crafts school for 
women) and established himself as a 
freelance artist with increasing success. 
From 1914–1921 he was a teacher of fig-
urative drawing at the Zurich School of 
Arts and Crafts. The amicable relation to 
the literary historian Adolf Frey and to 
Hans Trog, feature manager at the “Neue 
Zürcher Zeitung”, were characterised by 
respect and mutual strengthening of the 
work. Würtenberger got involved in the 

Zurich Kunstgesellschaft, and he was a 
member of the Collection and Exhibition 

Commission for a long time. He was co-
responsible for pioneering exhibitions on 
the French Impressionists or Felix Vallot-
ton. The artist was inspired by the work of 
Ferdinand Hodler, he advocated for him 
and the new building of the Zurich Kunst-
haus. Würtenberger stands in the tradition 
of a new figurative painting, as it was to 
admire in the large exhibition “Die ande-
re Moderne – Kunst und Künstler in den 
Ländern am Rhein 1900–1922” (“The 
other art of modernism – art and artists in 
the countries on the Rhine 1900–1922”) in 
the Wessenberg Gallery in Constance, in 
the Museum Giersch in Frankfurt and in 
the Urban Gallery in Karlsruhe 2013/14.

In 1920 Würtenberger created an im-
pressive woodcut series for Ulrich Bräk-
er’s “Life story and natural adventures of 
the poor man in Tockenburg”. In 1921 he 
was appointed as the professor at the Baden 
State Art School, where he worked until his 
death in 1934. He created valuable text-
books about his experiences with the vari-
ous graphic techniques for his students. He 
became known for his books “Zeichnung, 
Holzschnitt und Illustration” (“Drawing, 
Woodcut and Illustration”) (1919) and “Ar-
nold Böcklin” (1927).

Würtenberger was a great admirer of 
Gottfried Keller’s works. Keller’s col-
our lithograph from 1905 “Das Fähnlein 
der sieben Aufrechten” (“The Banner of 
the Upright Seven”) can be admired in 
the two exhibitions. In the picture, Jere-
mias Gotthelf, Conrad Ferdinand Meyer, 
the painter Anselm Feuerbach march with 

“Das Fähnlein der sieben Aufrechten” 
(The Banner of the Upright Seven, 1905).

Exhibition catalogue 
(ISBN 978-3-03850-040-7).
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flag, followed by i. a. the architect Julius 
Kunkler, the painter Rudolf Koller and on 
the right edge Gottfried Keller and Ar-
nold Böcklin behind him. The prominent 
artist group picture and the two interest-
ing exhibitions encourage reading as well 
as thinking about the task and meaning 
of art. In the “The Banner of the Upright 
Seven” (Zurich novels) we find, for exam-
ple, the beautiful words on civic responsi-

bility: “No government and no battalions 
are able to protect law and freedom, if not 
the citizen himself is able to step on his 
own doorstep and see what is there. “The 
two exhibitions are to be wished a large 
crowd of visitors.  •
The exhibition in Constance is open until 1 April 
2018, Tue.–Fri. 10 am to 6 pm and Sat., Sun. 10 am 
to 5 pm. www.konstanz.de/wessenberg. 
The special exhibition in Gaienhofen can be seen 
until 6 May 2018. Until 11 March: Fri. and Sat. 2 
pm to 5 pm, Sun. 10 am to 5 pm, 13 March to 1 
November, 2018: Tue to Sun. 10 am to 5 pm. 
www.hesse-museum-gaienhofen.de

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Ernst Würtenberger – artist, …” 
continued from page 14

continued on page 16

“Herzroute AG” (Heart route) discovers heart of Switzerland
by Heini Hofmann

A bypass can be the means of rescue for 
a diseased heart. But for the perfect-
ly healthy heart route, the world’s most 
beautiful e-bike panorama tour (No. 99) 
between Lake Constance and Lake Ge-
neva, the new additional loop around the 
local Napf hill (No. 399) is the icing on 
the cake - in both the scenic and cultural 
treasure chest right in the heart of Swit-
zerland.

The Napf region is one of the most 
down-home Helvetian cultural land-
scapes. At the top of the Napf (with 1408 
m altitude rather a hill than a moun-
tain) a breathtaking 360-degree panora-
ma opens up over long stretches of our 
country. Therefore, it must have seemed 
obvious to the heart route inventors to 
expand the main route crossing Switzer-
land with another potential-hit bypass 
here - similar to the already existing Lu-
cerne-Aargau-Seetal loop.

Candidate for top destination
The rugged Napfland is characterised by 
harrows, hills and crests as well as star-
shaped, deep ditches and gorges enliv-
ened by spring streams and waterfalls. 
The erosion power of the water has here 
shaped the landscape so extremely be-
cause of the geology consisting mainly 
of “Nagelfluh”, sandstone and marl, and 
since the Napf territory remained large-
ly unglaciated in the last ice age. Thanks 
to the new e-bike route, this natural flu-
vial labyrinth wonder can now be dis-
covered in a way which is gentle to the 
heart.

The choice of route corresponds en-
tirely to the pattern of the national heart 
route: low-traffic but well-signposted 
small roads, great views, picturesque vil-
lages, personal closeness to the agricul-
tural culture, in short, an exciting mix 
of adventure and comfort. Whereas Eu-
ropean river routes used to be the veloc-
ipede mega trend, there are many more 

demanding offers that can be taken up 
by anyone today, thanks to electric assis-
tance. The Napf bypass has all the mak-
ings of becoming the top destination for 
e-bike tourists – like a phoenix from the 
ashes!

Showcase win-win project
In the meantime, the booming nation-
al heart route has established itself as a 
pearl in the cycling country of Switzer-
land. It is even qualified by Switzerland 
Tourism as a “cherry” in SwitzerlandMo-
bil’s unique route network. Active holi-
days on two wheels are extremely pop-
ular, especially with modern outdoor 
tourists, who do not lower their eyes and 
pedal their legs stiff, but want to enjoy 
the wonders on the wayside while having 
a comfortable bike ride.

Therefore, the extension of the trendy 
offer was obvious. The Napf heart loop 
as an additional high-quality cycling ex-
perience is a joint offer of the Berne and 

Lucerne cantons, the regional develop-
ment agencies Emmental and Entlebu-
ch as well as of various municipalities, 
in cooperation with private partners. 
The objective is a gentle tourist revival 
of this unique recreational area. Benefi-
ciaries are remote inns and “Besenbei-
zen” (wine taverns) as well as providers 
of regional specialties and touristic orig-
inalities.

Three different stages
The three stage destination towns Wil-
lisau (center of the Lucerne hinterland), 
Langnau (largest area municipality of 
the Berne canton) and Entlebuch (in 
the biosphere country) make up a trian-
gle with uneven and winding sides and 
daily stages between 40 and 60 kilome-
tres. The first stage on the north side of 
the Napf foothills leads through love-
ly hilly landscapes, interrupted by rug-
ged passages. Highlights are the Luther 
Valley, Trachselwald Castle and Alp 
Lüdern.

Between Langnau and Entlebuch, 
the side of the Napf facing the Alps im-
presses with magnificent high passag-
es and panoramic sections. Finally, on 
the third and last stage, between En-
tlebuch and Willisau, the whole drama 
of the Napf mountainous region is re-
vealed, especially when riding along 
the Grand Fontanne or on the high al-
titudes of Menzberg and Luthern. Nat-
urally, you can also circle the Napf the 
other way round.

Trachselwald Castle, famous because of the Swiss Peasant War (1653) 
and persecution of the Anabaptists. (picture Herzroute AG)
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On the trail of the Baptists
An impressive historical witness on the 
first stage is Trachselwald Castle, the last 
surviving dynasty castle in the Emmental 
above Burgdorf. In earlier times, members 
of the religious community of the Anabap-
tists, a secondary movement of the Refor-
mation from the early 16th century, which 
supported adult baptism and was once 
widespread in the Emmental, were arrested 
in its keep. Their centuries-long suffering 
as a result of persecution is a dark chapter 
in history, of which the “Anabaptists Trail 
of Sumiswald” is a reminder.

Even today, descendants of displaced 
Baptists, mostly from the US, make their 
way to Sumiswald and visit the Haslebach 
farm on Chleinegg, where Hans Hasle-
bacher, a central figure of the Anabaptists, 
once lived. He was executed in 1571, as the 
last of over 40 Anabaptists in the Canton of 
Berne. Incidentally, after being betrayed by 
a former comrade-in-law, legendary peasant 
leader in the Peasant War (1653), Niklaus 
Leuenberger was imprisoned in Trach-
selwald Castle before he was executed in 
Berne. – Different times, short shrift …

A touch of Napf Wild West
Change of scene to the famous Napf gold. It 
originates from the Alps and was transport-
ed by primeval rivers into the Napf region 
10 to 40 million years ago. That is why still 
today, with some luck, most of the brooks 
can be used to wash the precious metal 
in the form of small gold leaf flakes, flat 
rolled, oblong or round leaflets of over 23 
carats. There are also events and courses 
offered, in bad weather indoors, with wood-
en troughs with prepared sand replacing the 
streambed (www.goldwasch-tour.ch).

Already in Celtic times, gold was 
washed in the Napf area. Heyday of the 
Lucerne gold was between the 16th and 
19th centuries, especially in the Luth-
ern, in Wigger, the two Fontannens and 
the Goldbach. There are still gold coins 
made of Napf gold in the State Archives 
of Lucerne. But living conditions of the 
gold prospectors were not rosy. Therefore 
today, gold panning is only practiced as a 
hobby (gold mining association with over 
300 members), or a tourist attraction.

The black art lives on
The situation is different with the ancient 
craft of the charcoal kilns. Centuries ago, 
charcoal was produced directly on site 

in the mountain forests on the Napf. The 
roads were not cleared and therefore un-
suitable for transporting wood. After the 
war, it was replaced by imported miner-
al coal and was no longer in demand. At 
the very last moment, a rescue operation 
was launched, by no longer producing for 
industrial purposes, but switching to the 
increasingly popular barbecue charcoal. 
Thus today, there are about a dozen char-
coal kiln locations in Entlebuch (Bram-
boden, municipality of Romoos).

While wood burns to ashes with un-
impeded admission of air, charring in the 
sealed kiln results in “dry distillation” of 
coal. This process has to be monitored 
by day and night(!). The same amount of 
CO2

 is released as with unused rotting in 
the forest. Hence, charcoal burning does 
not contribute to the greenhouse effect. 
It has a positive double effect, howev-
er: wood has a meaningful use and the 
mountain farmers, who are certainly not 
embedded on roses, have a secondary in-
come. (www.koehlerei.ch/ausstellung in 
Romoos)

What idealism can do
In short: The additional heart route Napf 
loop is a genuine showpiece, both for rus-
tic landscape impressions and historico-
cultural finds. It was conceived, realised 
and signposted with great dedication and 
enormous effort by idealists of the expe-
rienced heart route team. Support came – 
and comes – from sponsors, cantonal con-
tributions of the “New Regional Policy” 
for the promotion of structurally weak 
areas, as well as from cantonal, regional 
and local tourist circles.

Switzerland Tourism also helps val-
iantly, but in terms of marketing, not fi-
nancially. 50 million were invested in 
its own, conceptually similar project 
“Grand Tour for motorised tourists” (also 
a “cherry” route along natural and cul-
tural highlights). If we look at the heart 
route plus its loops, it is all the more as-
tonishing what a small, motivated team 
has achieved with a lot of idealism and a 
little money!  •

(Translation Current Concerns)

Heart loop Napf in telegram style

– 155 km circuit around the Napf (1408 m above sea level)
– 3 daily stages, all accessible by train
– Willisau-Langnau, 57 km, 1500 metres in altitude
– Langnau-Entlebuch, 44 km, 1100 vertical metres
– Entlebuch-Willisau, 54 km, 1600 metres in altitude
– Passable in both directions (= Route 399)
– Course almost exclusively on traffic-free or smooth routes, 

but about 15% unpaved, which requires some cycling prac-
tice.

– E-bike rental possible in all stages
– Reservation recommended: 
 www.herzroute.ch
– Illustrated route guide, free of charge at Herzroute AG in 

Burgdorf: +41 34 408 80 99
– From 21 April 2018, the route will be signposted and the e-

bike rental stations will be in operation.

(Translation Current Concerns)

”’Herzroute AG‘ (Heart route) discovers …” 
continued from page 15

On the stage from Langnau towards Entlebuch: hilly landscapes 
against a mountain backdrop. (picture Herzroute AG)


