Los observadores de la Liga Arabe
comprueban en Homs la existencia
de grupos terroristas

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #17
Miércoles 28 diciembre de 2011

Los medios de prensa atlantistas y los de los paises del Golfo afirman que el
presidente al-Assad ordend retirar los tanques que cercaban la ciudad de Homs,
rellenar las trincheras alrededor de la ciudad, recoger los caddveres de las calles y
limpiar las prisiones para ocultar sus crimenes ante la visita de los observadores de
la Liga Arabe. Afirman también que todo ese montaje resulté insuficiente porque
70 000 personas acogieron a los observadores con una manifestacion contra el
régimen en la plaza al-Saa, pero que los manifestantes fueron dispersados con
gases lacrimdgenos.

En este contexto, los medios atlantistas y los de Golfo cuestionan la credibilidad de
los observadores de la Liga Arabe porque estos tltimos no han confirmado la
version de los hechos que difunden esos mismos medios.

Es de suponer que el lector se quede perplejo ante contenido de estos articulos.
¢;Como es posible que los periodistas que se hallan en Paris o en Riad sepan lo que
estd pasando en Homs mejor que los observadores de la Liga Arabe presentes en
esa ciudad siria?

Lo mejor de todo es que las imdgenes transmitidas en vivo y en directo por la
television siria muestran, en efecto, una inmensa manifestacion que acoge a los
observadores en pleno centro de Homs, pero los manifestantes reclaman que el
presidente el-Assad actue enérgicamente contra las bandas armadas que
aterrorizan a la poblacién de esa ciudad. La multitud reunida en la plaza al-Saa
agitaba retratos de Bachar al-Assad y banderas de Siria y no se veia el menor
rastro de los supuestos gases lacrimdégenos.

e El opositor sirio Farid Ghadry, residente en Estados Unidos, afirma en el
Jerusalem Post que hay negociaciones secretas entre Arabia Saudita e Iran. Dice
temer que Riad decida abandonar a la revolucidn siria, a cambio de una actitud
similar de Teheran hacia la revolucién de Bahrein. La consecuencia seria que
Bachar el-Assad se mantendria en el poder y seguiria apoyando a los terroristas
del Hezbollah en detrimento de Israel.

Voltairenet.org



e En el Wall Street Journal, Jay Solomon subraya el actual acercamiento
diplomatico entre Francia y Estados Unidos, paises que unen sus esfuerzos en el
Medio Oriente. Paris se ha convertido en la capital de la primavera arabe. La
administracion del presidente Sarkozy no soélo sirve de sede a las reuniones de
los opositores sirios e iranies sino que ademas financia sus viajes. Pero también
es cierto que Washington se esta sintiendo incomodo ante ciertas iniciativas
francesas no coordinadas con la parte estadounidense.
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Le Monde (France)

Le chef du CNS évoque une
« repression sans limite » a Homs

Selon1'universitaire Burhan Ghalioun, chef du Conseil national syrien,
la principale plateforme de I'opposition au régime de Bachar Al-Assad,
le bombardement de la ville d’Homs par les forces de sécurité syriennes
a fait 28 morts, lundi 26 décembre. « Dans un hépital ot il n'y a que deux
médecins en exercice, on arecensé 92 blessés», a déclaré M. Ghalioun
dans une conférence de presse organisée a Paris. « Tous les quartiers
populaires comme Baba Amr sont assiégés et coupés du monde. La
répression est sans limite», a-t-il ajouté, précisant que celle-ci est dirigée
par Assef Chawkat, le chef d’état-major adjoint et beau-frére du prési-
dent syrien. Cette offensive se déroule alors que les observateurs man-
datés par la Ligue arabe doivent commencer a se déployer, mardi
27décembre, sur les principaux points chauds du pays. « Un premier
groupe est déja arrivé a Homs, raconte M.Ghalioun. Nous avons réussia
les joindre a leur hotel et nous leur avons demandé pourquoi ils ne seren-
daient pas dansle quartier de Baba Amr. Ils nous ont répondu qu'ils
n‘avaient pas de voitures pour se déplacer. Ils sont eux-mémes prison-
niers du régime». M. Ghalioun redoute que la Ligue arabe n’ait pas les
moyens de mener a bien sa mission : « Cinquante observateurs pour un
pays de 23 millions d’habitants, c’'est tout afait insuffisant [a terme, la
mission d’observation devrait compter 150 a2 200 membres]. Il faudrait
que le Conseil de sécurité des Nations unies entérine le plan arabe pour
qu'il ait les moyens d'étre appliqué. » ® BENJAMIN BARTHE
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Libération (France)
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La Ligue arabe
surle front
te Homs

Malgreé I'arrivée des observateurs hier,
I'armée syrienne a tué des manifestants.
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Le Parisien - Aujourd’hui en France
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)

Regime haalt tanks van de straat in opstandige stad Homs na dagen van militair geweld

W Activisten melden dat

van p

Assad de straat opgingen in de stad Homs. Ook in andere Syrische steden vonden grote demonstraties plaats.

Syriérs demonstreren massaal

na aankomst waarnemers

BEIROET ® Na dagen van intense
beschietingen haalde het Syrische
regime gisterochtend zijn tanks
weg uit de straten van Homs, vlak
voordat eerste waarnemers van de
Arablscge Liga aankwamen i'n_de

P ige stad. Volg,
gingen daarop zeventigduizend
mensen de straat op in Homs. Ook
elders in het land vonden grote
demonstraties plaats.

DOOR REMCO ANDERSEN

Activistengroepen zeggen echter dat de
tanks Homs niet verlaten hebben. “Ze zijn
verstopt in overheidsgebouwen”, zei een
woordvoerster van de Lokale Coordinatie
C s (LCC), een opp groep in
Syrié. “Veiligheidstroepen zullen ze weer
tevoorschijn halen zodra de waamemers
vertrokken zijn."

Het team van de Arabische Liga arriveer-
de in Homs temidden van een van de
meest intense militaire campagnes sinds
het begin van de opstanden in Syrié,
Volgens oppositieleden en coggetuigen
vielen de afgelopen week minstens hon-
derd doden terwijl overheidstroepen
opstandige wijken in de stad dagenlang
bestookten met mortieren, machinege-
weren en tank- en artillerievuur. Homs is
de afgelopen maanden het centrum van
verzet tegen het Syrische regime, zowel
vreedzaam als gewapend.

Ondanks de aankomst van waarnemers
vielen gisteren in Homs en elders in het
land 32 doden door overheidsgeweld, zeg-
genoppositieleden, Eenvideo op Youtube
toonde gisteren een verhitte discussie tus-

sen waarnemers en bewoners van de wijk
Bab Amro in Homs, waar de Syrische troe-
pen hun aanval de afgelopen week con-
centreerden.

“le zei net dat je de straat niet over kon
steken omdat er sluipschutters zijn", zegt
een jongeman tegen een van de waarne
mers, “Herhaal dat nu op camera. Mensen
sterven nog altijd." De man antwoordt dat
alleen de leider van zijn team publieke
mededelingen doet. Op de achtergrond
klinkt machinegeweervuur.

Zestig waarnemers begonnen gisteren
aan hun missie in Syri¢, na bijna twee
maanden tijd rekken door het Syrische
regime. Naar verwachting komen daar

binnenkort nog zo'n honderd anderen
bij. Zij moeten toezien op beloften van
Damascus dat het troepen uit de steden
terugtreke, een dialoog met de oppositie
begint, politicke gevangenen vrijlaat en
het land openstelt voor hulpverleners en
journalisten.

De missie is controversieel. Veel opposi-
tieleden zeggen dat het Syrische regime
niet van plan is het geweld te staken.
Volgens hen geeft de waarnemingsmissie,
die een maand zal duren, het regime
alleen maar extra tijd om door te gaan
met het neerslaan van opstanden. Zij vra-
gen om inter nationale interventie.

Ook analisten zijn sceptisch, “Het

regime kan zijn troepen simpelweg niet
terugtrekken uit de steden, want dan
gaan ogenblikkelijk honderdduizenden
mensen weer de straat op”, zei een wester-
se analist in Damascus.

Het staatspersbureau meldde gisteren
ook dat saboteurs een belangrijke gas-
pijpleiding nabij Homs hadden opgebla-
zen.

De opstanden tegen het Syrische regime
begonnen ruim negen maanden geleden
enworden steeds gewelddadiger. Volgens
de VN zijn erinmiddels ruim 5.000 doden
gevallen. Het regime zegt dat ook 2.000
leden van de veiligheidstroepen zijn
omgekomen,

Omstreden generaal

leidt missie in Syrié

De Soedanese generaal Mohammed Ah-
med Mustafa al-Dabi (63) heeft nauwe ban-
den met de Soedanese dictator Omar al-
Bashir, door het Internationaal Strafhof
gezochtvoor misdaden tegen de mensheid
en genocide. Desondanks is Dabi door de
Arabische Liga benoemd tot leider van de
waamemersmissie in Syrié.

Toen Bashir in 1989 door een staatsgreep
aan de macht kwam, benoemde hij Dabi,
toen al dertig jaar militair, tot hoofd van de
inlichtingendiensten in Soedan. Eind jaren

leidde d 1d. 1

“Wij zijn de meisjes van Baba Amr en we
vragen de waarnemers van de Arabische
Liga om onmiddelijk naar hier te komen.
Sinds meer dan een week worden we dage-
lijks gebombardeerd” In een videofrag-
ment dat de Britse krant The Guardian op
zijn website plaatste, is te zien hoe een
groep vrouwen en Kinderen opeengepakt
zit in een kelder. Het fragment zou op 26
december opgenomen zijn in Baba Amr,
een district van de Syrische stad Homs,
maar de echtheid kon nog niet geverifi-
eerd worden.

"We zitten nu in een schuilplaats”, zegt
een vrouw voor de camera. “Er is geen
brood, geen elektriciteit, geen water en
geen telefoon. Ze hebben al het essentiele
om te leven van ons afgesneden” Ook
komen twee nog erg jonge kinderen in

Vrouwen smeken Arabische Liga om stad Homs te bezoeken

beeld, in doeken gewikkeld. “Er is geen
water of melk voor de baby's”, schreeuwt
devrouw. “Wezitten hier opeengepakt ter-
wijl buiten doden vallen.”

De Syrische burgers beseffen het belang
van het bezoekvande internationale waar-
nemers en willen hen dan ook koste wat
het kost de gruwel in het land tonen, Een

ander videofragment toont hoe een man
zich vastklampt aan een waamemer van
de Arabische Liga. “Kom naar mijn buurt.
Kom naar mijn straat”, klinkt het wanho-
pig."De mensenzijn aan het sterven. Er zit-
ten scherpschutters op de daken. Wij zijn
ongewapende burgers!™

Op alle mogelijke manieren proberen de
Syrische demonstranten de aandacht van
de internationale gemeenschap te trek-
ken. Ook via dans, zo blijkt uit een bericht
van The Sydney Morning Herald. Onlangs
nog begon iedereen tijdens de begrafenis
van een demonstrant, doorgaans een
sober ritueel, spontaan te dansen. “Het was
zowel een fysieke als psychologische reac-
tie", zei een jonge acteur aande krant. “Er is
lets veranderd in de geesten van de
Syrigrs” vy

Voltairenet.org

leidde de g gen re
len in Zuid-Soedan, waarin ruim 2 miljoen
doden vielen. Toen in 2003 een bloedig con-
flict vitbarstte in Darfur, codrdineerde Dabi
de samenwerking tussen de VN, de Afri-
kaanse Unie en de Soedanese overheid.

Dat Dabi nu leiding geeft aan een team
datonderzoek doet naar oorlogsmisdaden,
is een ongelukkige keuze, vindt de mensen-
rechtengroep Enough Project. “Dabi heeft
in eigen land in het beste geval de ogen
gesloten voor grove mensenrechtenschen-
dingen, en in het slechtste geval er zelf
actief aan bijgedragen”, stelt de ngo.

Het Syrische Observatorium voor de
Mensenrechten wacht af “We zijn op de
hoogte van de beschuldigingen. Maar voor
zover wij weten, is Dabi nog nergens voor
aangeklaagd.”

De Arabische Liga verklaarde voor Dabi te
hebben gekozen omdat hij een ervaren
militaire leider is, en omdat hij afkomstig is
uit een land dat redelijk neutraal staat
tegenover Syrié. (viy



Mercredi 28 décembre 2011 / Wednesday, December 28, 2011

De Standard (Belgique / Belgium)

8

Een Syrische le,
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VAN ONZE CORRESPONDENT

MIDDEN-OOSTEN

JORN DE COCK

BRUSSEL | Als bij wonder trok-
Ken gisterochtend enkele leger-
tanks zich terug uit de meest be-
laagde wijken van de Syrische
stad Homs. In de voorbije drie da-
gen hadden diezelfde tanks de
wijk Baba Amrin Homs zwaar on-
der vuur genomen.
Hoe de situatie in Baba Amr pre-
cies is, weet niemand. Activisten
spreken over vele tientallen do-
den in de voorbije dagen, maar
aangezien er geen onafhankelijke
waarnemers worden toegelaten

WAARNEMERS ARABISCHE LIGA V

gertank in de straten van Homs. Verlaat h

Amateurvideobeelden moeten bewijzen dat er in Homs

Syrisch regime begint kat-en-muis

Sl

In het belegerde Homs trokken gisteren enkele
Syrische tanks zich terug, terwijl tienduizenden
betogers op straat kwamen. Zij kregen geen
gehoor van enkele waarnemers van de Arabi-
sche Liga die een kijkje kwamen nemen.

door het regime van president
Basharal Assad, kan niemand dat
bevestigen.

Net daarom stuurt de Arabische
Liga nu haar eigen waarnemers
uit naar Syrié, na een lang be-
vochten onderhandeling met het
Syrische regime. Maandagavond
landden vijftig Arabische waar-
nemers in de hoofdstad Damas-
cus en zij trokken gisterochtend
naar de stad Homs. Maar wat er
sinds gisterochtend is gebeurd, is
tegelijk een klein mysterie en het
werpt ernstige vragen op over de
waarnemingsmissie van de Ara-
bische Liga.

OOR

ij de opstandige stad of niet, en zo ja, voo

opnieuw doden zijn gevallen. © ap

Vele duizenden inwoners van
Homs trotseerden gisteren de ko-
gels van het Syrische regeringsle-
ger om een signaal te geven aan
de Arabische waarnemers. Alleen
Kkwamen die waarnemers nauwe-
lijks in de buurt van de betogers,
omdat ze naar de stad werden ge-
bracht in voertuigen van het Syri-
sche regeringsleger — ze werden
naar andere wijken van Homs af-
geleid.

Een video die door activisten op
het internet wordt gepost, toont
hoe betogers gisteren bij enkele
vooruitgeschoven waarnemers

Een betoger tot
een waarnemer:
‘Ze slachten
ons af’

Voltairenet.org

HET EERST IN HOMS

X A N

—

r hoelang? © 4

fp

van de Arabische Liga pleiten om
dieper in de wijk Baba Amr te
gaan. Er is geweervuur te horen
en een van de waarnemers praat
in zijn mobiele telefoon, waarna
een omstander hem bij zijn jasje
grijpt en roept: ‘Je hebt net de
chef van de waarnemers gezegd
dat je niet naar de volgende straat
kan gaan wegens de kogels. Waar-
om vertel je dat niet aan ons?’
Een andere omstander smeekt de
waarnemer van de Arabische Li-
gaom ‘te komen Kijken' ‘Ze slach-
ten ons af’

De vraag is nu wat de Arabische
waarnemingsmissie verder ople-
vert. Volgens het akkoord dat het
Svrische regime sloot met de pan-
Arabische organisatie, zou het Sy-
rische regime zijn leger moeten
terugtrekken naar de kazernes,
alle politieke gevangenen vrijla-
ten en internationale media vrij
toegang geven. Geen van al die
beloftes is voorlopig vervuld.
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)
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Tanques de doble filo en Siria

@ Asad retira los blindados de las calles de Homs ante la llegada de los observadores
@ Alesconder la represion, decenas de miles de sirios pierden el miedo a manifestarse
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Homs pide ayuda ante la represion siria

Decenas de miles de manifestantes claman frente a los observadores de la Liga
Arabe @ Elrégimen retira los tanques y los oculta en las afueras de la ciudad sitiada
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Navidad revolucionaria en las calles

Grupos cristianos celebran la fiesta religiosa marchando junto a los musulmanes
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La Vanguardia (Espagne / Spain)
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Siria Missao da

Mercredi 28 décembre 2011 / Wednesday, December 28, 2011

Observadores arabes recebidos na cidade
de Homs com protesto anti-Assad

Na cidade que chefia a revolta contra o regime autoritario de Damasco, os delegados arabes
viram sangue nas ruas e muita destruicao. E ouviram os pedidos de ajuda da populacao

Ana Gomes Ferreira

® Tem “total liberdade”, disse 0 Go-
verno. Tem “os passos presos pelo
regime”, disse a oposi¢ao. De uma
forma ou da outra, o primeiro grupo
de observadores da Liga Arabe ini-
ciou ontem a sua missao na Siria visi-
tando a cidade de Homs, onde houve
muito para ver - se viu ou ndo, nio
se sabe.

Os observadores entraram na cida-
de as 6h30 da manha e foram re
bidos pelas autoridades locais. Nao
foram a Khalidiyé, o bairro onde 20
mil pessoas - segundo os dados das
organizacoes de oposi¢io ao Presi-
dente Bashar al-Assad - se sentaram
no chio, numa manifestacio pacifica
para denunciar os crimes do regime
totalitario de Damasco.

Mas passaram no centro da cidade
e fic m, por momentos, cercados
por milhares de pessoas que por en-
tre frases contra o regime gritaram
“Queremos protecgio internacional”,
A missao seguiu o seu caminho, por
entre ruas ensanguentadas e edificios
destruidos, segundo o relato da Reu-
ters. O que se passou antes nao pode
v as forgas de seguranca dispara-
ram granadas de gas lacrimogéneo,
tentando impedir os manifestantes
(70 mil, segundo os dados recolhidos
no local pelo Observatorio Sirio dos
Direitos Humanos) de chegarem a
praca central.

Houve outras manif -Oes, mais
pequenas, noutros bairros. Em Bab-
Dreib, -Jandali e Bab Amro
este Gltimo foi bombardeado entre
domingo e segunda-feira (perto de
50 mortos) e o Observatorio tinha
pedido aos delegados arabes que se
deslocassem até Ia; eles foram. E hou-
ve mortes: seis nos bairros que com-
poem em Homs, mais nove noutras
cidades do pai:

A missao de 50 observadores tem
como objectivo verificar a situacao
no terreno. Desde que a inssurrei¢ao
contra o regime de Assad comegou,
em Margo, ndo houvera ainda ob-
adores independentes na Siria.
) no tltimo més alguns jornalis!
conseguiram entrar no pais. Dividi-

dos em grupos de dez, os obser
s devem, de acordo com o que

perceber a origem da
ficar se as forgas de
nca e as armas — tropas, fors
als, tanc juese outro armamen-
to ~ sdo retirados das ruas.

dode

es sirios junto a sede da Liga Arabe no Cairo

A éa;)ital darevolugao

Em nove meses de revolta
contra o regime, morreram cinco
mil pessoas na Siria, segundo

as Nacdes Unidas. Em Homs
morreram 1800.

Situada no Centro da Siria,
esta cidade (a terceira maior do
pais) é considerada a capital da
revolugdo contra o Presidente
Bashar al-Assad. Foram la as
maiores manifestagdes no inicio
dos protestos, em Marco. Foi 1a
que Assad deu inicio a repressao,
em Abril. As manifestacéesea
violéncia nunca mais pararam

Os especialistas, como Camille

Otrakji no blogue Syria Comment,

explicam esta resiliéncia com
quatro factores. E uma cidade
sunita (a elite governante é
alauita, um ramo da minoria
xiita) com uma “antipatia” antiga
pelo poder de Damasco. Sendo
uma cidade grande (na cidade e
arredores vivem 1.5 milhdes de
pessoas), é de dificil controlo.
Abriga os desertores do Exército,
o que explica que, ali, a revolta
seja uma verdadeira guerra civil,
com combates entre as duas
partes. Finalmente, a populagao
estd unida por uma identidade
que, noutras partes da Siria, nao
existe ou é ténue.

Voltairenet.org

a0, o general sudanés Mustafa
s autoridades si| a
muito cooperantes”. Porém, a
oposicao (Conselho Nacional Sirio) e
o0 Observatério dos Direitos Humanos
denunciaram manobras de Damasco
para iludir a missao.

Ontem as sete da manha, ou seja
ja depois da chegada da missdo, um
comboio de tanques saiu de Homs.
Os grupos de oposicao no local dis-
seram que nao se tratou de uma reti-
rada permanente, mas tempora
que os tanques foram reposicionados
a espera da partida dos observado-
res. Outras queixas dizem respeito
aos prisioneiros, que segundo o Ob-
servatorio foram transferidos para
outras pris segunda-feira
houve ainda relatos dando conta de
sinalética mudada de lugar de forma
abaralhar os observadores ea g a

los no caminho. Para se deslocarem,
estes dependem de carros, motoris-
tas e escolta do regime.

Sabemos que as autoridades vao
tentar trocar as voltas aos observa-
do mas também sabemos que
muitos deles tém muita experiéncia
e esperamos que alguma coisa possa
ser feita pelos civis”, disse a Al-Ja

gado do Qatar, disse aos jornalistas
que espera contar com o “elemento
surpresa” uma vez que as autoridades
50 serao avisadas dos lugares a visitar
no proprio dia.

0 general Musta

Dabi, esse, ga-

rantiu que hoje estara de regresso

a Homs. “Vou a Damasco para algu-
mas reunioes, mas amanha volto. E
a equipa [de dez delegados] ficard
em Homs.”
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The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Arab League
observers
confronted
by thousands
in Homs

By LOVEDAY MORRIS

Tens of thousands of Syrians took to
the streets yesterday in defiance of
President Bashar al-Assad’s brutal
crackdown ondissentin Homs - the
restive city which has become the
heart of the uprising against his rule.

Up to 100,000 protesters poured
out of theirhomes astanks which had
waged a brutal assault over the pre-
vious four days withdrew before ob-
servers from the Arab League arrived,
accordingto the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights. The organisation
described thewithdrawal asa “show”
which “proves the regime’s continu-
ation in deception”.

The demonstrators confronted the
visiting monitors todemand interna-
tional protection, but were reported-
ly dispersed by troops firing tear gas.

The observers are in Syria to veri-
fy compliance with an Arab League
plan to end the violent crackdown,
and were making their first visit out-
side the capital, Damascus.

The United Nationssays more than
5,000 people have been killed since
March in protests against President
Assad’s regime.

Yesterday, the people of Homs
appeared determined to show the
world the heavy price they have paid
asthe hub of anti-government senti-
ment. Unverified videos posted by ac-
tivistsshowed bleeding corpsesin the
streets. Some 34 people wereKkilled in
Homs on Monday alone, activists said.
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Le Journal de Montréal (Canada)

Les observateurs de
la Ligue arabe a Homs

DAMAS | (AFP) Les observateurs
de la Ligue arabe ont amorcé, hier,
leur mission en Syrie en se rendant a
Homs, ou quelque 70 000 per-
sonnes ont manifesté, au lendemain
de la mort de plus de 30 civils tués
par les forces de I’ordre.

Des dizaines de milliers de personnes
ont observeé un sit-in (occupation des lieux)
dansle quartier de Khalidiyé a Homs, pour
« dénoncer les crimes du régime » du
président Bachar al-Assad, a annonce
I’Observatoire syrien des droits de
I'Homme (OSDH).

Quelque 70 000 manifestants ont ensuite
tenté de penétrer sur la place al-Saa, place
principale du centre de Homs, mais des
agents de la sécurité les ont dispersés avec
des gaz lacrymogenes. Les forces de 1’ordre
ont aussi tire a balles réelles.

Situation sur le terrain

La télévision privée Dounia, proche du
pouvoir, a affirmé que les observateurs
s’étaient rendus dans le quartier de Bab
Sebaa a Homs, ou ils avaient « evalue les
dégats faits par les groupes terroristes ».

Une vidéo diffusée sur YouTube mon-
trait des observateurs arabes a Homs,
parmi lesquels le chef de la mission, le ge-
néral soudanais Mohammed Ahmed Mous-
tapha al-Dabi, pris a partie par quelques

habitants essayant de les convaincre de ve-
nir voir ce qu’il se passe dans leur quartier.

La répression, qui a fait au moins
5000 morts en neuf mois selon ’'ONU, a en-
core fait sept morts, mardi, selon ’OSDH.
Lundi, 44 civils avaient été tués, a travers
le pays, par les forces de 'ordre.

Le général Mohammed Ahmed Moustapha
al-Dabi avait déclare, dans la matinée, que les
responsables syriens avaient eté « jusqu’a
présent (...) trés coopératifs » avec les
observateurs.

Cinquante experts civils et militaires
mandatés par la Ligue arabe sont arrives,
Iundi soir, en Syrie pour surveiller la
situation sur le terrain, dans le cadre d’'un
plan de sortie de crise, qui prévoit 'arrét
des violences, la libération des détenus, le
retrait de ’armeée et la libre circulation des
observateurs arabes et de la presse.

Mises en garde internationales

« L’arrivée de ces observateurs n’est pas
une fin en soi : c’est bien I’ensemble du
plan de la Ligue arabe qui doit étre mis en
oeuvre », a prévenu la France, hier,
mettant en garde contre « toute tentative
de dissimulation et de manipulation » dela
part des autorites syriennes.

Les Etats-Unis ont appelé les observa-
teurs arabes a se montrer « audacieux
dans leurs recherches », tout en accusant
le régime syrien d’avoir accru la
répression ces derniers jours.
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The Wall Street Journal (USA)

U.S. and France Seek
Balance on Middle East

By Jar Sccomom

PARIS— Framoe's role 05 2 Jeader
in erafting U Wests nespotise 1o
the Midklhe Esex's politscal tmmnht
s ol Washingron to devpen i1s
diplomatie cooperation with Pares,
g also has catsad some MHietion
forging s Intermational Yesporso Bo
evenls in Syrks sl e, soconding
o French and Americen officlals.

Thw positioss Laben by Paris ard
Washmgton are widely soen as see-
Lirge U o for acton in the Misd-
oas. The State Deparcment & shalf-
icantly Incressdng saff in s Paris
emtbassy to moee closely coordimarte
on Iran apd the political rebwellioms
in the Middle East known & the
Arab Sprine

Freach officlads soad Prosident
Nicokes Sarkozy believes Iran’s ac-
uisition of sudoar weapotts couddd
et off 3 regiomal arms ace and
preatly streagthen Tolwran's positica
in the Persian GuE He also sees the
Araby Spoing as a rare oppoetanity Bo
biring democracy and moe stabulety
o the Middle East

France in recent weseks Fevs Lakoen
o BOST GETossiv e POslig anmoig
Europenn Unbon and North Atkant ic
Traaty Ceganization countries con
cerming Syri's crackdown on pro-
demnocracy activirs and lran’s s
dlear program

French Fooelgn Mimister Aloin
Mppé st moath became the first
Westar diplomar to puhBady cadl foe
M iderratiomsy) hnmueitarsm (rter-
wareica ls Syria, thogth French offl
ol have stressed they ares'l s k-
Ing & mibtay campaign

Seavrwkale, S X boay 15 puesss
g for & rocal embarngo on tran's ol
exports aul central bank, 2 step the
EU and the Obama administiration
have yot to fully embroce. *We Seol
an neods o sl ean MO «Cn-
noreéc pain so thot s wilkeg o
Inako & strategle Sxcsion” 10 give Lp
its nuclear program, sid a seniae
French officiad this montk “We
dom't think we're there yet.”

The Obcata admisistration has
heen wary to take too Sorwaet a po-

Parls Initiatives
Foerch strotepy for Nedoest
chatmoem

0 LIBYA: Fraree bod pundy wetten
MNATD for mékary action

W SYRIA: Foronge M Juppd &
Arst Westom bayder to ool for
Quzatd shevent of 3 humaaa
cormcky to prctect montiors and ok

W RAN: Presdeot Sarkoay I3
Peshnp for complete EU bon on
Tron's ol copaets andd centrod bonk
MGG

siion on the Middke st due 1o
ccononie ad stranegic conderns.

“We hope Presddent Obama will
thirow the full sappoet of the United
Scates behuind the Sackoey inutiatee,
working together with our French
allies, sdonz with other paetoers
dround the workl o taeger the oo
Tesd bank and curtail Uhe sbalty of
the Traskest roglme 10 derlre roveN
from its ol expoets” Sen. Jolin Me-
Caln (R, Artz.) sl Som Joe Lioster
e (L, Conm dosaied i ow foing stvle-
ont lasz otk

The Obomas admuinustration ks
woetled sueh mosves coald drive up
gotal sy prices and hurt U
US acomomic rocowery, though US,
officinds =aod they were moving In
this direction [ran Lest voar wis the
second-largest ol esporter among
the Ouganixation of Perroleum Ex-
porlng Counitries sod  processass
oSt of Its omorgy Transactions
gl s venbsal Lo,

White Howse and State Depart
ment  officaals  commend  Mr,
Sarkoxy's govetnuneat for s Mador
ship role. Put they sasd Paris™s ag-
Aressive posture s ot Times compli-
cating the Dboma acdbministrotion’s
Midoast strategy

For instance, US, offictals sad
they were taben by surpeise by Mr.
Juppd's public call for the establish-
Wk of a *Bumanitarsan cordar”
irede Syria durisg on meerview

Voltairenet.org

with a French radio ssation bate fast
masth.

US officlals have saMd a forcednl
Intervettion in Syris coukd fesd the
cwll confiet aed give Damascus s
Incenitive o avus mote sgenessively
rack dowe on political oppotents.
The Obomma sdministration is wor-
red about the potescial for a pro-
lowgerd iV war and 1an't confident
that Prossdent Badiar al-Assad po-
litiesd oppoaients are fully urited, ac-
corcing to senlor US, officaés

The US officials sabsd Secretary
of State RBary Clisgoa has held ax-
tensve discsanns with e French
cowmrorgeet aboat Syria, aed is par-
Lhestlar, U ueesd 10 protinst civilians.
Bur ey added thay wete woniod
Che intermationsl community coud
boxe leself in by committing 100
Quichly 0 Takine schion.

“We're not theee yet.™ sod a se-
mor US, official conceming possi-
ble seps o safoguard Syria civil
Lms and humsanitaetam akd

Parks Is Increcsingly becomasg &
ceater for Arab and [ranian polnicad
activists. Parksias howols, restamrats
and catds i recval months ke
played kost 10 Arab and naskan ac
Livists who are sshing wiys o
woakun thelr governments, Syria's
mam opgoeatom coakexn. the Syrem
Niathoaal Coemncdl, recently estab-
liskesd oo of 23 U0 headguartees in
Parts. The other Is In Istanbal.

The French governmesnt also has
hedpod Eacilitare travel for the SNC's
membership, according to repeesen-
Latives from the Coancil

“Franoe, akoag with Turkey, has
really becosw oo of Dhe cetitors of
e Ao Mauee” =an Ausana
Mossaded, a sop advisar to SNC Presl
denit Durban Ghalioss, *This 1=
whiete lntorsational sctions aed re-
spomses are botng planmec”

Me. Sarkoxy's public push witk
LLE. Prene Mimister Domd Camesom
for & miltary intorveschon in Libwa,
despite totial US resereations, gal-
vanized imeenatios) suppoct for
the NATO air campalgn that helped
:‘q;pb strofigosan Moammar Gad:

ah.
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Syria pulls
tanks from
Homs after

more attacks

Coincides with visit of
Arab League monitors

By Bassem MRoUE

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT | Syria’s army suspended days of pun-
ishing attacks on the restive city of Homs and
began withdrawing its tanks Tuesday just as
Arab League monitors visited the area, activists
and officials said.

Huge crowds poured into the streets shortly
after the pullback, shouting defiantly that they
will not be cowed by the crackdown.

Amateur video showed tens of thousands
flooding the streets of the city, which had been
under siege for days, to march in a funeral pro-
cession. They carried the open casket overhead
with the exposed face of an older man with a
white beard.

“Listen, Bashar: If you fire bullets, grenades
or shells at us, we will not be scared,” one per-
son shouted to the crowd through loudspeakers.

Many were waving Syria’s independence flag,
which predates the 1963 ascendancy of President
Bashar Assad’s Baath party to power.

About 60 Arab League monitors — the first
allowed by Syria’s regime during its nine-month
crackdown on an anti-government uprising —
began work Tuesday.

They are there to ensure compliance with the
Arab League’s plan to halt violence against mostly
unarmed, peaceful protesters, and the pullback
in Homs was the first tangible sign that Mr.
Assad was implementing any of the terms.

After signing on to the plan early last week,
Mr. Assad’s regime intensified the violence,
rather than easing up, and it was condemned in-
ternationally for flouting the agreement.

Government troops killed hundreds in just the
past week. On Monday, security forces killed at
least 42 people, most of them in Homs.

Amateur video released by activists showed
residents of Homs’ tense Baba Amr district speak-
ing to the Arab monitors.

“We are unarmed people who are dying,” one
resident shouts to an observer. Seconds later,
shooting is heard from a distance as someone else
screams: “We are being slaughtered here.”

In another exchange, a resident tells a moni-
tor: “You should say what you just told the head
of the mission. You said you cannot cross to the
other side of the street because of sniper fire.”

The observer points to the head of the team
and says: “He will make a statement.” The resi-
dent then repeats his demand, and the monitor,
smoking a cigarette, nods in approval.

The Arab League plan demands the govern-
ment remove its security forces and heavy
weapons from city streets, start talks with oppo-
sition leaders and allow human rights workers
and journalists into the country.

Before Tuesday’s redeployment of at least
some tanks, there had been no sign that Mr.
Assad was implementing any of the terms, much
less letting up on his brutal crackdown.

The United Nations said that at least 5000
people have been killed in Syria since the begin-
ning of the regime’s crackdown in March.
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Syrian city
simmers as
monitors
begin visit

BEIRUT

Arab League observers
meet Homs activists, but
fighting in city continues

BY KAREEM FAHIM

Residents of the Syrian city of Homs
said the government had pulled some of
its tanks from the streets on Tuesday
morning, shortly before Arab League
observers arrived to monitor pledges by
the government to withdraw troops and
heavy weapons from residential areas.

But sporadic fighting continued on
Tuesday morning in Baba Amr, the
neighborhood hardest hit by the vio-
lence that has left dozens of people dead
in recent days, residents said. Activists
said some tanks were still visible. They
claimed others were being hidden.

Early Tuesday, a contingent of ob-
servers met with the governor of Homs
and then with opposition figures inside
the city.

Ahmed, an activist with the Local Co-
ordination Committees in Homs, said in
a telephone interview that he was
among a group of people escorting ob-
servers from Sudan, Egypt, Algeria and
Mauritania. As the group tried to visit a
mosque where several bodies were be-
ing stored, they were stopped by gun-
fire coming from a government check-
point.

New York Times - International Herlad Tribune (USA)

Activists posted a video on the Inter-
net on Tuesday that they said showed
several men pleading with the observ-
ers. One man wanted the observers to
announce that they had been prevented
from visiting a part of the city because
snipers were still in the buildings. Gun-
shots can be heard in the background.

“Go inside,” another man said. “Go
see what’s inside. They’re massacring
us.”’

Large crowds took to the streets of
Homs, and video aired by the Al Jazeera
network showed what appeared to be
tens of thousands of people demonstrat-
ing in the city center. Teams of observ-
ers are supposed to travel to several
other cities, including Hama, Dara’a
and Idlib. Human rights groups have
questioned how effective the mission
would be. Critics have raised doubts
about whether the observers can, or
will, work independently of the govern-
ment of President Bashar al-Assad, and
whether the team has members quali-
fied to make sense of a conflict that
looks increasingly like a civil war.

Activists said Tuesday that the ob-
servers were not accompanied by any-
one from the government as they
walked through the city. At the same
time, they said, the observers had not
stayed long enough or ventured deep
enough into neighborhoods. Ali, an anti-
government activist, said they had not
seen the field hospitals or the ‘‘hot
spots.”

“The observers failed today,’ he
said.

The official Syrian news agency,
Sana, said that early Tuesday ‘‘terror-
ists’” had attacked a natural gas pipeline
in Homs for the second time in a month.

The Arab League has not released a
SYRIA, PAGE 4
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SYRIE . La mission de la Ligue arabe est toujours sur place pour vérifier
I'application du plan de sortie de crise. Une application qui se heurte a la
poursuite des violences continuant de faire des morts quotidiennement.

La diplomatie cherche une voie

Es une longue atten-

e, une delégation de

In Ligue est finalement

artivee dimanche der-
nier en Svrie, Présidee par ke géné-
ral soudanais Ahmad Moustafa Al
Dabl, la délégation arabe dolt
accomplir une tche difficile : véri-
fler Vapplication par Damas d'un
plan de sortie de crise aprés 2 mols
de manifestations réprimées dans
le sang. Cette délégation, formée
de 50 abservateurs, est divisée en 5
équipes de 10 qui, outre Homs, se
repcdent & Damas, @ Hama et a
Idlib, puis vont a Qamechli, &
Tarsos, 3 Panlas et 3 Deir Al Zor. La
délégation est composée d'experts
arabes dans différents domaines,
notamment politique, drofts de
I'bomme, militaire el econo-
migue. La Ligue arabe espire
envoyer au total environ 150
observateurs en Syrie d'ici Ia fin de
I"année. Avant son départ pour la
Sprie In gimaral Tiahe 2 renenntos
au Caire le secrétaire genéral de la
Ligue arabe, Nabil Al-Arabi, alin
d'établir la « fewille de route « de la
missson, dont il & promis qu'elle
travaillerait dans la transparence.
Le militaire soudanass a déclaré
que les observateurs prévoyaient
de rencontrer divers protagonistes
de la crise, dssus de 'anmée comme
des rangs de l'opposition. Cette
Misskon a rejoint une autre qui est
deéjh arrivie le jendi 22 décembre &
Damas pour s'entretenir avec les
autorités syriennes. Nabil Al-Arabi
a estimé quiil faudrait une semai-
ne seulement pour constater le
respect ou non par les autorités
syriennes du plan de sortie de crise
elabore par l'organisation panara-
be. Cette dernitre a mené 6
semaines de tractations acharnées
avec le pouvolr syrien qui a accep-
té de signer le protocole d’admis-
sson des observateurs sur son sof la
semaine derniére. Le plan de la
Ligue prévolt Varrét des violences,

le retrait des troupes anmées sta-
tionnées dans les rues, la libre cir-
culation dans le pays pour ks
observateuss arabes et ka presse, la
libération de prisonniers et un dia-
logue avex 'opposition. La Syrie a
officicllement accepté ce plan ke 2
novembre, mais les violences
n'ont pas cessé pour autant,

A cet &gard, les opposants du
président Bachar Al-Assad restent
sceptiques sur 1'intérét d'une mis-
sion d'observateurs visant 4 sur-
veiller Fapplication d'un plan de
palx qu'ils sont persuadé que
Damas pe respectera pas. Bourhan
Ghalloun,  chef  du  Consell
Nattonal Syrien (CNS), qui regrowu-
pe divers mouvements d'opposi-
tion, a estimé que la Ligue arabe
devait accentuer la pression sur
Damas en demandant au Consetl
de sécurité de 'Onu d'sdopter son
plan de paix. « Nows volons que ce
reginne x‘en adle afin gue nous puis-
cicure vivee e piv 1) a'est pac mi
sanmable que Te sang coude persidart
sgure {a comunanté infernaticunale ne
fait rien pour stopper ce régime fass
Cisle », a déclaré Ghalioun. Face 4
Ia répression des manifestations
ant-Assad, qui s'eléve & plus de
5 000 morts selon I'Onu, Ia Ligue
@ egalement suspendu la Syrie de
ses instances et imposé des sance
tions conomiques § Damas,

Se rendre dans

« tous les points chauds »

Essayant de justifier Jeur posi-
tion, le CNS a exhorté Ia Ligue
arabe b se rendee & Homs (centre),
od des milliers de soldats « assh-
Lenl w un quartier insurgé. « Depaos
R matin, Je quartier de Baba
Amgw (i Howns) est assidge of sous la
meruice o une Inviision mmilitalse de
paart 'l fovce estiomde o 4 (00 sol-
dats. Cela s ‘ajosete au bombardement
continne e Hooms gt dary dopuds s
forrs «, annonce le CNS dans un
communicué,

Essayvant de hausser le ton, le
CNS a dégalemwent demandé aux
observateurs de se rendre dans
tous les points «hauds en Sviie, ou
de mettre fin & leur mission s'lls
ne peuvent pas fa mener O bien,
ajoutant qu'll tenait Ia Ligee arabe
et la communauté internationale
w pour pesporsaliles des passacnes
comnls  par e réighne "
L'opposition falt ainsl référence
aux attentats suicide qui ont eu
lieu a la veille de larrivée de la
délégation arabe en Svrie, Cette
derniére a accuse 'opposition
d'étre  derrlére  ces  attagues.
Cependant, opposition conside-
re la venue des observateurs
ill'ﬂll('_\ comme une maneuvre
dilatoire du régime et bes Freres
musulmans ont ﬂC('USé n.ll'llili
d'avolr mis en scéne les attentats
suicide afin de detoumner "attens
tion (des observateurs arabes) des
manitestations  hebdomadaires,
Frn owstre e o avair
w falviqué de tawtes pidces un antre
conmmiaeigad revendiquant - les
iWltagues ane novn des Fréres «, a
déclare le porte-parole de la
confrérie, Zouhair Salem, réagis
sant & un cormmunigqué mis en
ligne sur un site Internet se prés
sentant comme “tant celui des
Fréres en Syrie. A leur tour, ces
derniers ont accuse le régime
d'Ctre derriere ces attentats et de
vouloir leur faire porter la respon-
sabilité de ces attaques. Les autori-
tes syriennes W oavaient vu pour
leur part « b pwadn d°Al-Quidda «

PPour soutenir les Fréres musul-
mans, ke CNS, dont la confrérie
Lait partie, avait déjd imputé au
régime la « respovsabditd directe «
des attentats, Y ovavant « un imessa-
& dde mise en gavde aux chsenatens
arabes, pawr gquifs ne s'.rppn"'h‘w!
s des centres e sécurité <, En
plus, le CNS accuse en outre le
régime d'avoir transféré « des mil-
fiers de détvmis wrs des casernes

'aceresnt
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sulitaires fortifices « o les obser-
vateurs de la Ligue arabe n'ont pas
2CCes, et o @ amis en ganke tovis ceux
qui travaillent dans les Bipitaux
paoer queils ne parlent pas aux obser-
vateurs arabes -,

En premiére réaction i ces décda-
rations, Nabll Al-Arabl a dénonce
les attentats de Damas, tout en pro-
mettant que « de &ls actes criminels
wenpéclernmt pas Ta wission des
ohsenateurs de la Ligue araly de
encvaer @ biewr sa tache «. Pour assurer
Vopposition, le secrétaire de la
Ligue arabe, Nabil AbArabi, avait
déclaré que les observateurs deman-
deraient 3 avoir acoes aux hopitaux,
aux prisons et 3 dautres sites du
pavs. Lo mission fera des rapports
quotidiens. Les autorités svriennes
V duromt acces, mass ks rapports ne
seront pas soumis & leur approba-
tion. Sedon hui, b mission ne devrait
pas avoir besoin de plus d'une
semaine pour faireé son rappost.

Chorohans :
tional, e CNS o demandé « ane
rérmtion dwrgersce do Covnedl de sécu-
A de 1Omie porr Evonoaey les nas-
sicres o régione ¢f appelé A la créa-
thon de zoves e sécaedté sous protev-
tiom interationle «. 11 & égale-
ment demandé au Comité inter-
national du Croissant-Rouge et
d'autres ONG de fournir une aide
d'urgence,

En revanche, les responsables
syriens affiement qu’un millier de
prisonniers ont ¢ libérés depuis
Ia signature du plan il v a 6
semaines ef que Farmée s'est reti-
rée des villes, Le gouvernement a
promis une élection Kgislative au
début de Fannée prochalne ainsl
qu'une réforme constitutionnelle
qui pourrait relicher 'emprise du
parti Baas au pouvoir sur la gou-
vernance du pavs, Les opposants
syriens sont sceptiques quant a la
volonté d'Assad de mettre en
ceuvre un ted plan @

Maha Salem

Sovabian
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Al-Ahram Hebdo (Egypte / Egypt)

Les intentions syriennes

Massoud Al-Hennaoui

Editorialiste

L A Syrie est-elle réellement convaincue du
plan de la Ligue arabe pour désamorcer la
crise qui a envahi tout le pays ?

Est-ce que la Syrie s’est enfin soumise aux pres-
sions internationales visant a stopper le bain de
sang ? Est-ce que la signature du protocole de la
venue d’observateurs arabes constitue le début
d’une issue pacifique pour la crise ?

J'espere que toutes les réponses a ces questions
seront positives, surtout que la signature du pro-
tocole arabe a été accompagnée par la présenta-
tion d'un projet russe aupres de 1'Onu pour
remédier a la crise et qui ne comprend pas de
nouvelles sanctions imposées a la Syrie.

Or, les événements qui ont eu lieu avant et
apres la signature du protocole nous poussent a
considérer avec réserve la possibilité de parvenir
a une solution finale a la crise syrienne. Avant la
signature du protocole, la Syrie s'opposait ferme-
ment a son contenu, le considérant comme une

ingérence claire dans ses affaires intérieures, tou-
chant a sa souveraineté nationale. Le projet avait
alors été considéré par la Syrie comme non appli-
cable en réalité. Au point de s’interroger : Qui
peut garantir la protection des observateurs
arabes s'ils sont exposés a des actes de violence
pendant leur mission dans le pays ?

Et pendant la signature, le ministre syrien des
Affaires étrangeres, Walid Al-Moallem, n’a trouveé
aucune honte a annoncer dans une conférence
de presse que cette initiative a été acceptée
conformément a une demande russe, affirmant :
« Les Russes nous ont conseillé de signer le protocole
et nous avons décidé de suivre leur conseil ». Ces
déclarations imposent plusieurs interrogations
en ce qui concerne la conviction et la satisfaction
des responsables syriens de ce pas accompli, et
par conséquent, vont-ils appliquer les clauses du
protocole ?

A peine quelques heures apres la signature, le
monde entier était choqué par les nouvelles du
meurtre d’environ 100 Syriens par les forces de
I'armée et de la police, dont la plupart sont
des déserteurs, durant une opération de fuite
collective de leur camp militaire.

Il est évident que tous ces comportements
nous poussent a étre méfiants envers les
intentions réelles de la Syrie quant a la mis-
sion des observateurs arabes. Est-il question
d’une nouvelle manceuvre en accord avec la
Syrie ?

Espérons que ces craintes ne soient pas
réelles et que la sécurité et la stabilité regnent
dans toute la Syrie pour que les Syriens vivent
en paix @

Voltairenet.org
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The Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

* By FARID GHADRY

ast Friday, the high-securi-

ty Damascus district of

{far Sousa was the target
of two suicide car-bombings
that resulted in over 40 deaths.
I'he carnage was reminiscent of
places such as Iraq, a far cry
from the “stability” touted by
Syrian dictator Bashar Assad.
Kfar Sousa was also the district
where Imad Mughniyeh was
hunted and Killed in February
of 2008,

Ihe twin suicide attacks may
v well have been the work
of Sunni extremists, but given
Syrian and Iranian expertise
with car bombs and Assad’s
urgent need to launch a deci-
sive attack against cities like
Homs, the possibility of an
attack aimed at savagely end-
ing the rebellion should not be
discounted.

The current fighting is remi-
niscent of carnage in the city of
Hama, which was bombed by
Hafez and Rifaat Assad in 1982
for two straight weeks, result-
ing in over 20,000 deaths. That
attack set the bar for an effi-
cent end to popular civilian
uprising.

Palaces with 24 karat
gold plumbing cannot
coexist indefinitely with

the continued wasted

hopes of the masses

Today, however, Syrians are
bolder and more intolerant of
religious prejudice than they
were in 1982, and the ethnic
imbalance in Syria is greater. It
is thercfore only a question of
time before Syria becomes a
theater of war. If Assad remains
fixated on staying in power
violence will envelop the coun-
try.

Force is the only way to dis-
lodge a violent regime. The
recent agreement between the
Arab League and the Assad
regime to  position 150
observers around the country
to monitor events, when
videos taken by courageous
protestors speak for them-
selves, is merely an attempt to
distract our attention from
regime change.

What if Assad survives?

AP L
- \

MOURNERS CARRY the coffins of people killed by two car bombs last week in Damascus. More violence is sure to rock Syria if
the Assad regime survives the current insurrection. (Reuters)

This first move by the Arab
League to fill the vacuum left by
the US is but a snapshot of
things to come: More discon-
nected policies and more death.
Thanks to such policies, Arabs
are living in an aimless and
degenerate cra, incapable of
resolving the core problems fac-
ing 350 million Muslims living
in abject poverty and unmiti-
gated ignorance. It's all about
families ruling perpetually.

IN FACI, the answer to the
White House’s inaction and the
self<indulgent,  meaningless
steps taken by the Arab League
may be found in the fact that
Iran and Saudi Arabia are
engaged in high-level secret
negotiations today, something
that a Gulf Cooperation Coun-
¢l (GCC) official inadvertently
confirmed to me in a private
conversation. Those talks are
most likely to result in agree-
ments on questions of “region-
al influence.”

Since toppling the Assad
regime is considered a red line
for Iran, the countries are prob-
ably trading Syria for Bahrain

and the oil-rich  eastern
province populated by a
repressed Shia majority. In
other words, the GCC would
not seek regime change in Syria
in return for lran not whipping
up the Shia majority in Bahrain
and the Shia in the Eastern
province in Saudi Arabia.

If so, relying on their media
empires and Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Erdogan (who
recently took over from Iranian
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad as the most pop-
ular leader in the region) to
calm the Syrian street is as
futile an exercise as sending
monitors to Syria while Assad
continues to kill indiscrimi-
nately.

When Tunisia erupted last
December, one of the first
actions taken by Saudi King
Abdullah was to increase the
salaries of public employees by
60 percent, which simply
shows how much the Arab
League is out of touch with
reality and their people. Palaces
with 24k gold plumbing can-
not co-exist indefinitely with
the continued wasted hopes of

the masses extending their
hands for charity to families
they never elected.

Besides the Arab League play-
ing lead architect in the region,
the unfolding tragedy in Syria
has only managed to gain
ambivalent responses, includ-
ing strong statements and tepid
sanctions, from the interna-
tional community. Neither will
bring about regime change in
Syria.

Washington’s inaction and
the self-centered interests of
the Arab League beg the obvi-
ous question: Will Assad sur-
vive? This central issue - a very
real possibility - seems to have
escaped the attention of many
international commentators
and observers.

While it is difficult to predict
what precise actions Assad will
take, there is no doubt he
would turn the whole country
into a base of operations from
which he could launch low-
level offensives against his ene-
mies, be they countries or indi-
viduals. Not even Europe, in
light of its supposedly tight
sanctions against his regime,

Voltairenet.org

would be spared. Nor would
Lebanon or Lebanese politi-
cians, usually an easy target
given Hezbollah’s willingness
and Lebanon’s divisive politics.

As long as the various Arab
League countries are spared
and the US continues detach-
ing itself from the Middle East
by handing responsibility for
regional leadership to countries
like Turkey, all those who
played a role in seeking regime
change in Syria will be affected.
I'his includes Israel, regardiess
of the fact that Israel is a neu-
tral player in this issue.

Barring some persuasive
means of showing Saudi Arabia
and Qatar, which has been vital
in shaping the Syria policy at
the Arab League, they have
more to lose from their “Kum-
baya” dance with Khameini
than from regime change in
Svria, the whole region will suf-
fer from the policies of Saudi
Arabia and Qatar.

The writer heads the US-based
Reform Party of Syria and has a
blog dedicated to Syrian politics
and Islam.
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Laffaire de Ersal continue
d’alimenter la polémique
dans les milieux Bolitiques

Séawrité Jour gpores jour, Jes propos du manstre de la Defense sur Nnfileranon

présumée en Syrie de membres d'el-Qatda via ke village de Enal preanent de
Famplenr. Hier, cest une nowvelle série de réactions qui s'est déclenchée, avec des avis
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Les propos de Fayez Ghosn

sur el-Qaéda visent a se venger

des habitan

ts de Ersal
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L’Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Les observateurs arabes accueillis a Homs

par pres de 70 000 personnes

Syrie La tournée dans la ville martyr se poursuivra aujourd’hui ; 15 civils tués hier.

Les observateurs de la Ligue
u_nbeml&mhﬂhxmu-

i jent se rendre
?nurdiﬂmetl&b.la’?:
servateurs se sont, eux, déda-
m-mfd'un.dclmrm
et ant affirmé que « toutes les
parties se soat maontrées coo-
lBl]n'ul,l:lstt:[.!nsuu.ams’ que
ts craigment
i v colget e
B A ek
un zeste de -
e
l'ampleur des violences. Les
équipes  d'observateurs voat

pendant sur le fait que les ob-

oo . g
1 entamé une greve de la faim
pour sa libémtion, crets syriens et laffaire est sui-
a annoncé le Centre 3

de Ia prosse et de la Ehersé

Egypte ont mandeste hicr devant ko sioge

e Rarwioe &3

dleb, dewx 2 et |a région de Homs. T
deux @ Douma, prés de Da-  seloa SANA, 3 b

écisé  avec la Turquie, les forces sy-
riennes ont abatty plesieurs
indivi appartenant 2 un
« groupe terroriste armé
cherchant 2 s‘mtroduire
haussent le ton Synie. En
vert de Berlin, militant contre

si un attentat sans pré
cédent 'k&b\nﬁ événementy
révolte 2 fait 44 morts la se-  jours, les Etats-Unis ont ac-
> z %y h.. - eyrien o
accru b répression juste avant
ite, f tet E:mcdﬁobmv!lmm-

5 mm‘: tion a été
fn'n&phsiemsem&amu ﬂ\ioknc:l&mbé.ﬂimévi-
prorégime. SANA a awsi  demment, nous condamnoas
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pas coaformes sux conditions
énoncées dans le de sor-
tie&cis?ldeh igae arshe
Clppimti
trent audacieux dans leurs re-
chcxd:.spaux_édlhhv&iz'
want 3 o= qui se sur

s . Luw, Buain- ke, -

t-il poursuivi, « exigent que
i leur

cusé le

: Cest bien
ensemble du de la Ligue
nnbeqiduitplé:mismm-
¥ie », a prévenu de son cied
la France, mettant en garde
contre « mdt:nme de
e L Aoy
tion » de la part des sutorités

syTiennes.
(Sources : agences
et rédaction)
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The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)
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Monitors’ arrival buoys protesters

FROM PAGE 1

As the monitors arrived  tanks were seen leaving the Baba A mr district which
activists say was pounded for the past four days.

Hundreds have been killed in Homs in the revolt — among the 5,000 that the
United Nations says have died as a result of violence nationwide since protests
began in March.

Baba Amr Monday, activist video showed bodies crushed and buildings
smashed as if by high explosive weapons. The images were impassible to venify.

“We do n(:tbywmg1 to ;J::p 1o conclusions and gy that thispdmgation is ngt
objective or did not look for the truth” said Moulhem Droubi, top ranking Mus-
lim Brotherhood member on the Syrian National Council, the opposition
umbrella group in exile.

“It is not fair yet to judge. Let’s wait and see what it will do,” he told Reuters
by phone from somewhere outside Syna.

“Te it will be able to write a report with many facts because the facts
are so dear. If they go to Baba Amr they will see that there is destruction.”

Syria stalled the Arab League for months before accepting the monitoring
mission, the first significant international intervention on the ground since the
start of the popular revolt inspired by Arab pro-democracy upnsings this year.

The legation started with 50 monitors who arrived Monday. About
100 more are to follow soon.

On theborder with Turkey, S yrian forces killed “several” men froman “armed
terrorist m&whom trying to cross into Syna, thestate news agency SANA

y.

SANA also reported that “an armed terronist group targeted and sabotaged a
gas pipeline near Rastan in Homs province™ Tuesday.

The pipeline has been attacked several times in recent months and retumed
to operation each time.

Voltairenet.org
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Today’s Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

ARAB MONITORS
TOUR HoMS, SYRIAN
TANKS SEEN LEAVING

The observers want to determine if Assad is keeping his promise to implemer
a peace plan to end his uncompromising crackdown on nine months of revol
that has generated an armed uprising, edging the country towards civil war

Demonstrators bum an image of Syrian Pre
At Jeast 20.000 people protested
In Homs on Tuesday against Syr-

} lan President Bashar al-Assad as
Arab League peace monitors began to tour
the Hashpoint city and the amyy withdrew
some tanks following battles that killed 34
people. The observers want to determine if
Assad is keeping his promise to implement
a peace plan to end his uncompromising
aackdown on nine months of revolt that
has generated an armed uprising, edging
the country towards civil war

Activist reports just before the moni-
tors arrived sald up to a dozen tanks were
seen leaving Baba Amu, one of Homs's
most embattled nefghborhoods, but oth-
ers were being hidden. *My house is on the

eastern entrance of Baba Amr. | saw at least
six tanks Jeave the neighborhood at around
8 in the moming (0600 GMT),” Mohamed
Saleh told Reuters by telephone. “I do not
know if moce remain in the area.”

The opposition Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, relaving activist reports
from its base in Britain, sald
gathered in Khalidiva, one of four districts
where there has been bloodshed as rebels
fight security forces using tanks.

Activists say they want to impress on

the Arab League mission that it must not let
its teams be hoodwinked by the state and
be shown places where life is relatively noe-
mal. As the monitors amrived, tanks were
seen leaving the Baba Amr district which

activists sav

vas pounded for the past four
days, Hundreds have been killed in Homs
in the revolt. The United Nations says at
least 5,000 have been killed in Svria since
protests began in March,

Assad is internationally isolated.
Westermn powers and his neighbors Tur-

Assad during 8

"

Syrian soldiers stand
near a tank in Homs.

key and Jordan have called on him to step
down, ending a 41-year-old family power
dvnasty. He says he s fighting radical ter-
rorism steered from abroacd.

On the border with Turkey, Svrian
forces killed several men from an “armed
terrogist group” trving to cross into Syria,
the state news agency SANA sald on Tues-
day. The northem border has become the
route of choice for infiltration by army de
fectors fighting to topple Assad

*Special forces were able to kill and
wound several gunimen and selzed some
ammunition, amy  undomms,
communication tools and fake identity

weapons,

cards
Ic casualty count, SANA also reparted that
sadd “an armed temrorist group targeted

ANA said. It did not give a specif-

and sabotaged a gas pipeline near Rastan

in Baba Amro in Homs, in this Deo. 16 file phot

in Homs province™ on Tuesday. The pi
line has been attacked several time:
recent months and has come b
into operation after outages e
time, The monitors started
meeting the govemnor of Hor
Syria’s Dunia television chy
An Arab Lea
source said they intendec
tell him where thev war
10 g0, based on requests fr
people In Homs who h
witnessed the violence.
Dunia showed no footagy
the monitors. Syria has barred
foreign journalists from the cour
making it hard to verify reports of eve
on the ground. At least 34 people w
killed in Homs on Monday as tanks fire
targets among apartment blocks,

nel said

Amateur video recorded by activ
on Monday and posted on the Inter
showed tanks prowling around Baba A
firing at unseen targets. Video shon
gruesome pictures of mangled bodie:
the wreckage of building that bore
signs of shelling. Assad's opponents {
that the monitors -- who amived In
country on Monday after weeks of ne
tiations with Arab states - will be uses
a doak of respectability for a governm
that will hide the extent of violence.

They sav tanks have been withdra
before from restive cities such as De
and Hama, only to return later

Syria stalled the Arab League
months before accepting the monitor
mission, the first significant intematic
Intervention on the ground since the star
the popular revolt inspired by Arab pro-
mocracy uprisings this year. Beirut Reuters
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Rally in Homs as tanks exit

ARAB LEAGUE MONITORS HOLD TALKS WITH LOCAL LEADERS TO ASSESS THE SITUATION

By SHEHABR AL MAKAHLEH
Staff Reporter

Abu Dhabi Syria’s army sus-
pended days of punishing
attacks on the restive city
of Homs and began with-
drawing its tanks yesterday
just as Arab League moni-
tors visited the area and
met with local leaders, ac-
tivists and officials said.

The British-based activ-
ist group Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said
as the monitors reached
Homs, people gathered in
some neighbourhoods to
“reveal the crimes commit-
ted by the regime™.

Syrian authorities fired
tear gas shells on some
70,000 demonstrators who
tried to march on a large
square in Homs yesterday,
the Observatory told AFP.

“More than 70,000 dem-
rators tried to enter Al
S ¢ in the centre of
of Homs, and the
security agents used tear
gas to disperse them,” the
Observatory said.

About 60 Arab League
monitors — the first such
group Syria has allowed
in during its nine-month
crackdown on an anti-gov-
ernment uprising — ar-
rived on Mon night and
began work yesterday.

A local official in Homs
told the Associated Press
that the team of monitors
met with Gassan Abdul
Aal, the governor of Homs
province.

After the meeting, the
monitors headed to the
tense districts of Baba Amr
and Inshaat, which have
witnessed the most intense
crackdowns since Friday.
Military forces had pound-

More than

70,000

demonstrat-
ors tried to enter Al
Saa square in the
centre of the city
of Homs, and the
security agents used
tear gas to disperse
them.”

Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights

ed Homs with artillery for
fays.

Speaking to Gulf News,
Ahmad Benhelli, deputy
secretary-general of the
Arab League, said the mis-
sion had just started and
the 60-member team was
just the “first of more to
come” to probe incidents
of killings and kidnappings
by President Bashar Al As-
sad’s regime.

16 more killed

The mission includes
seven Algerians, seven Mo-
roccans, four Tunisians, ten
Egyptians, two Sudanese,
seven Mauritanians, three
Saudis, six Iraqis, a Yem-
eni, a Jordanian, an Emirati
and a Djiboutian.

Violence in other areas
left at least 16 people dead
yesterday, mostly outside
Damascus, said Ammar
Qurabi, head of the Syrian
National Organisation for
Human Rights.

— With additional inputs
from agencies

Editorial comment — Page 10
See also Page 14
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FIGHTING FOR DIGNITY

Egyptian court bans virginity tests after protests
A woman protests against the military council violations and virginity tests on women, outside Egypt’s State Council
court in Cairo yesterday. A Cairo court ordered the Egyptian army to stop forced virginity tests on woman detainees,

months after the practice sparked a national outcry and stained the ruling military's reputation. See also Page 12
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SYRIA HAS TO
STOP KILLING
PROTESTERS

The Arab League monitors can do their job
only in an atmosphere of non-violence

f there was ever any doubt that President

Bashar Al Assad would not be deterred from

crushing anti-government protesters in Syria

through brutal and violent means, simply look

at the latest sad reports to emerge from the

besieged city of Homs. According to a member
of the advance Arab League delegation sent to Syria to
monitor the situation, government forces are commit-
ting acts of “annihilation” against the residents of the
city. It’s hard to argue with the use of the word “anni-
hilation” when military and security forces are pound-
ing the city with artillery and mortars — weapons of
absolute carnage against a civilian population without
adequate shelter or defence mechanisms.

Indeed, Syrian activists claim that one Egyptian moni-
tor, Mustashar Mahjoub, was injured in the indiscrimi-
nate shelling on the Baba Amr neighbourhood. He has
refused to say how he was wounded but says he wit-
nessed shelling. According to reports, four observers
managed to slip away from their hotel and away from
the watchful eyes of Syrian officials to see Homs for
themselves. Clearly, if the Arab League initiative to have
observers in Syria is to work and have substance, those
observers need to be able to travel freely, unhindered
by security officials, unimpaired by Syrian government
minders.

At least 25 people were reported killed during the
shelling ahead of the official visit by the observers to
the city. Amateur video from Homs showed three Syr-
ian tanks in the streets, with one firing its machine gun,
another launching mortar rounds.

Given the violence has continued unabated even with
the Arab League observers in Damascus, there is little
wonder that Syrian opposition groups are saying the
initiative is meaningless, doubting that the Arab League
has the power to remove Al Assad. They are urging for
greater intervention by the Security Council.

The killings have to stop, one way or another.
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Homs rises
up inanger

Syria pulls tanks as Arab mission gets to work

DAMASCUS — Syrian police
used teargas to disperse some
70,000 people who took to the
streets of Homs on Tuesday as
Arab observers visited there a
day after dozens of people died
in the crackdown on dissent.

“More than 70,000 dem-
onstrators tried to enter Al
Saa Square in the centre of
the city of Homs, then secu-
rity agents used teargas to
disperse them,” said the Brit-
ain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights.

The Observatory said sepa-
rate demonstrations were held
elsewhere in the city, aimed at
“exposing the ill practices and
crimes of the regime”.

Before joining the march on
Al Saa Square, tens of thou-
sands staged a sit-in in the Al
Khalidiyeh neighbourhood,
according to the Observatory,
which also reported demon-
strations in Bab Dreib and Jub
Al Jandali. The protests come
as Arab League observers vis-
ited the flashpoint central city
to monitor a deal to end a
nine-month crackdown on
anti-regime protests.

Following the killings of a
reported 34 civiliansin Homs’
Baba Amro district on Mon-
day, residents held a funeral
in nearby Kefer Ayia for some
of those who died, and were
fired on by security services,
the Observatory said.

Activists said the military
pulled its tanks back from one

UAE PART OF OBSERVER TEAM

pusal — Cairo-based Arab
Organisation for Human
Rights has selected Moham-
med Salim Al Ka'abi, Deputy
Chairman of the UAE Hu-
man Rights Association, as
member of the Arab League
observers’ mission tasked
with assessing the situation
in Syria.

The monitors are in Syria
under a protocol reached
between the Arab League
and the Syrian government
to end violence the country
has been witnessing since
the eruption of protests in
March against the regime of
President Bashar Al Assad.

Mohammed Hussein Al
Hammadi, HRA Secretary-

district ahead of the Arab
team’s arrival, only to hide
theminside governmentzones
from which they could be re-
deployed within minutes.
Meanwhile, SANA state
news agency reported that
saboteurs blew up a gas pipe-
line in Homs province, where
Syria’s regime has been trying
for months to crush dissent
and mutinous soldiers.
Protesters appeared to have
been emboldened by the pres-
ence of the observers, headed
by veteran Sudanese military

General, said the selection
of the UAE human rights
watch body within the
Arab League monitors
stems from the pan-Arab
organisation’s confidence
in the HRA's impartial
programmes for preventing
abuses against any human
being. He lauded the move
as a “good step” to calm
down the situation and to
respect human rights.

The UAE is engaging in
the mission as part of the
joint mission of the GCC
member states in line with
an understanding agreed
by the GCC foreign minis-
ters in their recent meeting
in Riyadh. — Wam

intelligence General Moham-
med Ahmed Mustafa Al Dabi.
“Till now, they have been very
cooperative,” Dabi told AFP,
speaking of the authorities be-
fore holding talks with Gover-
nor Ghassan Abdel Al.

“The delegation of observ-
ers entered Baba Amro, ac-
companied by people from
the government, but did not
meet the residents,” Observa-
tory chief Rami Abdel Rah-
man said. — AFP

> SEE EDIT & PAGE 28
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Svrias factfinding mission

he first team of 50 observers are finally in Syria to monitor the
implementation of the Arab League deal agreed to by President
Bashar Al Assad. First of the planned total of around 150-200
observers, this batch of observers are scheduled to visit the trou-
bled city and seat of unrest, Homs. Though the Syrian National Council
(SNC) comprising the opposition groups has welcomed the move they
remain concerned about what they fear will be the use of misling tactics
by the government to keep the observers from seeing the ground reality.
The SNC head Burhan Ghaliun fearing a hoodwinking of the observer
mission has urged the UN Security Council to adopt the League’s plans
and devise a way of implementing it. Ghaliun clearly feels a lack of confi-
dence in the Arab League’s means to implement the plan, hence his ap-
peal to the UN. That is a tricky proposition at this point and can easily be
interpreted as the SNC’s push for
a UN- sanctioned military inter- HOper"y the presence

vention to overthrow the regime

since a Security Council Resolu-  Of the League
tion if ignored could also entail observers will end the

military intervention and not just

sanctions. An international in- fighting and pave the
tervention may be best avoided i

at this point ig time. While the way for dlalogue

SNC'’s haste to remove Assad is

justifiable given the growing casualties over the past many months, any
use of military means by external states could offset a regional conflagra-
tion. The good thing is that Assad has allowed the observers as the first
step of a phased agreement to end the violence. This is why it is best to
wait for the observers’ fact-finding mission to assess the situation and
reach its conclusions. The opposition’s fears that the government plans on
employing measures such as control and inhibition of observers’ move-
ment and shielding them from the evidence of its brutalities are also un-
derstandable. But this is something the observers are also aware of. This
1s why they are, even while relying on government transport and security
toescort them around confident of making independent surprise queries
on visiting troubled areas.

On a positive note at least the violence is expected to come down amid
reports of tanks being recalled from certain parts. It is hoped that Assad’s
forces and the defecting Free Syrian Army now siding with the opposition
both honour the forced truce. Moreover, a political settlement of the crisis
that is the main aim of the Arab League is achieved.
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70,000 rally in Homs
as monitors tour city

Tanks pull out and troops suspend attacks

Protesters plead with Arab League observers to
visit Baba Amr quarter, scene of fiercest clashes

Phil Sands
Foreign Correspondent

DAMASCUS // Tens of thousands
rallied against the Syrian presi-
dent Bashar Al Assad in Homs
yesterday, emboldened by Arab
peace monitors’ first tour of the
flashpoint city where activists say
34 people were killed in 24 hours.

The army suspended days of at-
tacks and began withdrawing its
tanks just as the monitors arrived,
according to residents. The head
of the 60-member Arab League
team said his first day in Homs
was “very good” and all sides were
responsive.

“I am returning to Damascus for

meetings and [ will return tomor-
row to Homs,” the Sudanese gen-
eral Mustafa Dabi said.

The monitors are there to en-
sure compliance with the Arab
League’s plan to halt violence
against the protesters and end a
nine-month crisis. After Damas-
cus agreed to the plan in Novem-
berviolence increased, according
tohuman-rights monitors and the
United Nations.

In the week before the observers’
arrival, government troops killed
hundreds, opposition groups say.

Syrian officials insist they are
fighting armed insurgents, and
have predicted those claimswill be
confirmed by the observers.

Voltairenet.org

Despite the increased violence,
demonstrations have continued
and activists said at least 70,000
people protested in the city yes-
terday, in an effort to make their
case to the Arab League monitor-
ing team.

“They are marching towards the
city centre and the security forces
are trying to stop them. They are
firing tear gas,” Rami Abdelrah-
man of the UK-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said.

Some protesters shouted “we
want international protection”
in a video posted on YouTube,
apparently showing a street en-
counter with the Arab League ob-
servers in which some residents
argued and pleaded with them to
venture further into the Baba Amr
quarter, where clashes have been
especially fierce.

Syria, continued on a8 =

L Shadi Ghanim’s cartoon, a16
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AL monitors
tour Homs as
tanks leave city

BEIRUT — More than 70,000
people protested in Homs Tuesday
against Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad as Arab League peace moni-
tors began to tour the flashpoint
city and the army withdrew some
tanks following battles that killed
34 people.

The observers want to deter-
mine if Assad 1s keeping his prom-
1se to implement a peace plan to end
his uncompromising crackdown on
nine months of revolt that has gen-
erated an armed uprising, edging
the country towards civil war.

Activist reports just before the
monitors arrived said up to a dozen
tanks were seen leaving Baba Amr,
one of Homs’s most embattled
neighbourhoods, but others were
being hidden. “My house is on the
eastern entrance of Baba Amr. I saw
at least six tanks leave the neighbor-
hood at around 8 in the morning,”
Mohamed Saleh told Reuters by
telephone. “I do not know if more
remain in the area.”

Activists say they want to im-
press on the Arab League mission
that 1t must not let its teams be
hoodwinked by the state and be
shown places where life is relative-

ly normal.

The monitors started by meeting
the governor of Homs, Syria’s Dun-
ia television channel said. An Arat
League source said they intended
to tell him where they wanted tc
go, based on requests from people
in Homs who have witnessed the
violence.

Dunia showed no footage of
the monitors. Syria has barred mosit
foreign journalists from the coun-
try, making it hard to verify reports
of events on the ground.

The Arab mission, led by Suda-
nese General Mustafa Dabi, 1s start-
g with 50 monitors who arrived in
Damascus Monday and will be split
mto five teams of ten. About 100
more monitors are to follow soon.

The teams will use govern-
ment transport, according to Dabi
But that arrangement likely to fue]
charges by the anti-Assad opposi-
tion that the monitoring mission
will be impeded and hoodwinked
from the outset.

Arab League delegates insisl
the mission will nevertheless main-
tain the “element of surprise” and
be able to go wherever it chooses
with no notice. — Reuters
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» Arab observers visit Homs after crackdown

Syria mourners tear-gassed

Syrian police used tear gas to dis-
perse some 70,000 people who
took to the streets of Homs yester-
day as Arab observers visited the
city a day after dozens of people
died in the crackdown on dissent.

“More than 70,000 demonstra-
tors tried to enter Al-Saa square in
the center of the city of Homs, then
security agents used tear gas to dis-
perse them,” said the Britain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights.

On its Facebook page, the Ob-
servatory said separate demonstra-
tions were held elsewhere in the
city, aimed at “exposing the ill prac-
tices and crimes of the regime.”

The protest came as Arab
League observers visited the flash-
point central city to monitor a deal
to end a nine-month crackdown on
anti-regime protests.

Following the killings of a re-
ported 34 civilians in Homs’ Baba
Amro district on Monday, residents
held a funeral in nearby Kefer Ayia
for some of those who died, and
were fired on by security services,

the Observatory said.

Activists said the military pulled
its tanks back from one district
ahead of the Arab team’s arrival,
only to hide them inside govern-
ment zones from which they could
be redeployed within minutes.

Meanwhile, SANA state news
agency reported that saboteurs
blew up a gas pipeline in Homs
Province, where Syria’s regime has
been trying for months to crush
dissent and mutinous soldiers.

Protesters appeared to have
been emboldened by the presence
of the observers, headed by veter-
an Sudanese military intelligence
General Mohammed Ahmed Mus-
tafa al-Dabi.

“Till now, they have been very
cooperative,” Dabi told AFP, speak-
ing of the authorities by telephone
before holding talks with governor
Ghassan Abdel Al

A video posted by the Observa-
tory on YouTube showed residents
of Baba Amr pleading with Dabi to
go in and see the devastation.

Syria’s Dunia television said the

Voltairenet.org

observers also visited Homs’ Bab
Sebaa neighborhood, where they
“assessed the damage carried out
by terrorist groups.”

“They also met with relatives
of martyrs and a person who had
been abducted” by these groups,
said Dunia, which is close to the re-
gime, adding that many people de-
cried the “conspiracy against Syria”
to the monitors.

Western — governments — and
human rights watchdogs blame
Assad’s regime for the bloodshed.

The observers are also due to
travel to the protest hubs of Hama,
near Homs, and Idlib in the north-
west, close to the border with Tur-
key, the television added, without
saying when.

Ahead of the observers’ arrival,
the army pulled back heavy armor
from Baba Amro, scene of much of
the violence, the Observatory said.

Eleven tanks pulled out around
o5:00 GMT, its chairman, Rami
Abdel Rahman, told AFP.

AFP
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Arab monttors reach Homs

BEIRUT — Arab League
peace monitors arrived in the
Syrian city of Homs on Tues-
day for a first look of anti-gov-
ernment unrest where hun-
dreds have been killed during
nine months of violence.

The team of monitors were
expected to see for themselves
whether President Bashar
al-Assad is keeping a prom-
ise to cease military action in
Syriass cities to crack down on
demonstrations that began in
March. At least 5,000 people
have been killed in the spread-
ing bloodshed by a UN count.

The observers began their
visit by meeting the governor
of Homs, Syria’s Dunia televi-
sion channel said. According to
opposition activists at least 34
people werekilled in the city on
Monday as tanks fired at tar-
gets among apartment blocks.

Opponents of Assad say
districts of Syria’s third-biggest
city have been hammered by
government troops and tanks
in recent days, with the Baba

Amr neighborhood taking a
pounding from tank fire, mor-
tars and heavy machineguns.

“My house is on the east-
ern entrance of Baba Amr. [
saw at least six tanks leave the
neighborhood at around 8 in
the morning,” said Homs activ-
ist Mohamed Saleh. “I do not
know if more remain in the
area.”

The monitoring mission
launch marks the first inter-
national intervention on the
ground in Syria since the start
of the revolt inspired by Arab
uprisings this year.

The Arab mission, led by
Sudanese General Mustafa
Dabi, is starting with 50 moni-
tors who arrived in Damascus
on Monday and will be split
into five teams of ten. About
100 more monitors are to fol-
low soon.

The teams will use govern-
ment transport, according to
Dabi. But that arrangement
likely to fuel charges by the
anti-Assad opposition that

Voltairenet.org

the monitoring mission will
be impeded and hoodwinked
from the outset.

Arab League delegates insist
the mission will nevertheless
maintain the “element of sur-
prise” and be able to go wher-
ever it chooses with no notice.

The monitors are meant to
determine whether the gov-
ernment is abiding by a peace
plan that requires it to with-
draw troops from cities, free
prisoners and open dialogue
with its opponents. Assad has
so far shown no sign of imple-
menting the deal.

Atleast 34 people werekilled
in Homs on Monday as tanks
fired into districts where oppo-
sition to Assad’s rule has been
strongest, the Observatory
said.

Assad says he is fighting
Islamist terrorism directed
from abroad and that some
2,000 people have been killed,
mainly soldiers and police.

REUTERS
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