La prensa atlantista y del Golfo
ante sus propias contradicciones

REVISTA DE PRENSA SOBRE SIRIA #18
Jueves 29 de diciembre de 2011

La prensa internacional recibe con embarazo y confusion las
declaraciones del director de la Mision de Observacidn de la Liga
Arabe, Mohamed al-Dabi, quien califica la situacion en Homs como
«tranquilizadora ».

Ante esas declaraciones, los diarios se dividen entre los que se
expresan con prudencia, temiendo —sin decirlo— haberse dejado
manipular y haber deformado o exagerado los hechos, y los que
acusan a los observadores de «falsos testimonios», poniendo
directamente en tela de juicio la honestidad del senor al-Dabi y de
sus colegas.

En sus esfuerzos por justificar su propio cambio de actitud, los
medios de prensa que hasta hace poco exigian la presencia de los
observadores, afirman ahora que el general al-Dabi fue impuesto a
la Liga Arabe por el régimen sirio. Pero, al dar esa explicacién
olvidan que la Liga Arabe suspendié la membresia de Siria, que no
pudo por lo tanto ejercer la menor influencia sobre la designacion
del jefe de los observadores.
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Le Monde (France)

Syrie :débuts des
observationsa Homs

Human Rights Watch assure que des centaines de
détenus ont été déplacés dans des sites militaires

dépéchés en Syrie par la
Ligue arabe ont effectué leur

premiére sortie mardi 27décem-
bre, dans la ville @ Homs au nord
de Damas. Dans ce bastion de la
révolte contre le président Bachar
Al-Assad, thétre de nombreuses
violences, 1a venue de ces observa-
teurs, dirigés par un militaire sou-
danais, le général Mohammed
AhmedMoustapha AlDabi, a coin-
cidé avec une manifestation de
milliersde personnes dans le quar-
tier Khalidiyé, au nord de la ville,
selon FObservatoire syrien des
droits deFhomme (OSDH).

Ces manifestants ont ensuite
tenté de pénétrer sur la place
Al-Saa la place principale du cen-
tre d"Homs, mais des agents de la
sécurité les ont dispersés en tirant
des gaz lacrymogénes. Des fores
de sécurité ont aussi tiré 3 balles
réelles dans une rue menant a la
place, faisant quatre blessés, dont
un grave, aajoutéf OSDH.

Latélévision privée Dounia, pro-
che du pouvoir, a affirmé que les
observateurs, quin‘ont pasrencon-
tré ces manifestants, s’ étaient ren-
dus dans le quartier de Bab Sebaa,
a l'entrée est d Homs. Une vidéo
postée sur le site YouTube montre
certains de ces observateurs, dont
le chef de la mission, pris & partie
par des habitants pour qu’ils visi-
tent leur quartier. Ces observa-
teurs ne se seraient pas rendus
dans celui de Bab Amr, épicentre
de la contestation, ol des chars
d'assaut auraient été retirés et
d'autres cachés avant leur arrivée,
selon Fop position.

Auterme de ce premier déplace-
ment et avant de rentrerd Damas,
le responsable soudanais a jugé
que« la journée a ététrés bonne et

L es premiers observateurs

[que] toutesles parties se sont mon-
trées coopératives », ajoutant que
son équipe resterait surplace. Mer-
credi matin, le général a jugé la
situation 3 Homs «rassurante jus-
qu'a présent », ajoutant qu'« il fau-
draenquéer davantage ».

La délégation de la Ligue arabe
doit &re renforcée par une centai-
ne de nouveaux observateurs qui
se déplacerontdanslepays enutili-
sant des moyens de transport mis
aleur disposition par le gouverne-
ment syrien, comme 1'a confirmé
le général Al-Dabi, une disposition
qui inquiéte f opposition.

Accés auxsites de détention

Cette mission découle d'une
« feuille de outes prévoyant Far-
rét des violences, le retrait de Far-
mée des villes et Fouverture d"un
dialogue entre les deux parties
Alors queles Etats-Unisont assuré,
mard{ par la voix du porteparole
du département d'Etat, que «le
régime a profité des dernfers jours
pour multiplier ses attaques contre
certains quartiers dHoms et
d'autres villes avant I'amivée des
observateurss, la France amis en
garde contre «toute tentative de
dissimulation et de manipula-
tion» par le régime, demandant
notamment que les cbservateurs
puissent « avoir accés a 'ensemble
delavilles dHoms.

De son cdté, 'organisation de
défense des droits de Fhomme
Human Rights Watch a exigé, mer-
credi, «le plein accés a tous les
sites» de détention, « conformé-
ment aI'accord condu avecle gou-
vernement syriens, aprés avoir
affirmé que des centaines de déte-
nus ont été transférés vers des
sites militaires interdits.@
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Syrien erschwert die Arbeit der
arabischen Friedensmission

Beobachter reisen In militdrischer Begleinung in die Rebellenhochburg Homs.

DAMASKUS. In Synen bledbt cbe Lage
ach nach Ankunft von Beobachtem
der Anbmschen lga wniberach
hich. Bnem Berxcht des Stasfermse
hens mifolge befen cie Beharden

maskus rezsen. Zudem sollten we-
tere Komtrol leure ins Land kommen,
sge Musonschef Mustaa o Dah,
an General der sudanessschen Ar-
mee.

@=tern zwar 755 Hifthnge fred, die Frankreich duferte sich gstem
m e Prateste gegen Saaschef B enttiuscht Gber den bishergen Ver
scharel Assad Jwerwickelt” gewesen  Imuf der Fredensmisson. Der Be-
sem sollen. Lawe der such vom Beobach-
Memschenrechor- i tern habe dae Fort
gnmatson Human L“\ ) setzung der blus-
Hghs Watch (HRW) ' N gen  Umerdrir
wurden jedoch Hun- ) clamg m der Stadk
derte polmische Ge- Beobachter Homs mchtverhm-
fingene wr den Be hatdie dern kimnen, krig-
chachern der Lig Arabische Liga sierte das Aufen
@ik wrstecke aufFriedensmission  mimsseriumin Pa

Die Pregehsse  nachSyriengeschickt. ns. Die Kiirze des
nen hasen _kem Cnlagt Aufenthals habe
Hut an den Hin T, es der Delegation

den”, foef es m dem Hericht des
Sazsfernschens. e Fredhisamg po-
Ischer Gefagener =t emer der
Schirselpunkte mm  Friedensplan
der srabischen liga, mut dem der
¥omflikt in Symen beagelegt werden
soll. Der Plm, dem Damaskus Mize
Dezember nach bngem Zégern nuge
stmmt hagte, verhingt mudem em
EndederGewalt gegen Znihisten.

HRW warf Damasis de Ver
schleppung Hunderser polmscher
Gefangener var. Sie seden zu Armee
stizpunkten gebracht warden, die
fir cbe Komtrolleure der Lyg nicht
mgingdih seden. Die Arabmsche
laga muss reagieren” und solle sich
Zugang =1 den Onen verschaffen,
forderse die Orgminton HBs =
600 Hifthnge se3en vor der Anlamft
der nnd 50 Beohachter verseck:
worden.

Nicht ohne miitarischo 8 ogloftung
Ine Beobachter msten thre Atbatm
der Proeesthochinrg Homs zu Wor
chenbegmn mfgenommen. Wih
rend thres Besuchs gingen 70000
Menschen gegen $mens Prisdent
Baschar el Assad auf die Strae. Die
¥ommolleare sollen but Priedens
plan in dhrer Arbest nicht emge
schrinkt werden. [he Regerung be
hoelt sich aber dbe Spernmg von Ar-
meestigzpunkien vor.

Gestern Abend wolben die Beob-

mcht emmal ermighche, dbe tutsich
bche Sitwason in der umkimpfen
Suad emmschizen . Ihe Beobach
te7 der Arabeschen Liga sollen chne
Verabgrung i che Stack der Mary-
rer zurickiechren kinmen und dart
den notwendigen Komtak: mat der
Bevilkerung  hersiellen®, schneb
cas sa€ennunister am.

Bewolmer der Rebellenhochburg
Homs verwesgrten hut Nachnch
teagentur Reuters sogarein Trefien
mat der Delegasion, wedl diese mat
Vertretern des Milstins i dbe Stadk
grert war Em HBewolner sgte
demmich, dassdie Verreter det Arar
beschen Liga nicht berest gewesen
seden, sich m der Stack olme maltin:
sche Begdaamg zu bewegen.

Die musssche Regenmg rief 9

-
._'uﬂl»fnr-.

nenauf, den Beokachtern grafimag:
bche Handlungsfredthent m gewidh-
ren. Damaskus milsse fir die Arake-
sche g _mighche mgnehme
und frese Bedingungen schafien®,
wrhngte Aufenmnister Sengj Law-
row. Mo sk gilt s Verbimdeter As-
sk und blockierte momsehing
eme Resolution des UN-Scherheas-
s

Mosiou - Fraund odor Gognar?

Mitse Dezember Jegte Russhnd je
doch dbermaschend emen Resolua-
omsentwurf vor, der die Gewakt _d-
et Betalgten® verurtedde. Bed den
Protesten gegen Assad sollen semt
Mitte Mirz berers mehr aks S000
Menschen ums Leben gekommen
sem. e US-Regerung warf der ymi-
schen Fuhrung vor, die Repression
Fgen de Prateshewegung vor An
Junft der Beobachter noch enma
wrschirft zu nben. _Ias Regime
hat cbe vergangenen Tage gemnzt,
um seme Angriffe auf gewts se Viertd
won Homs und anderer Stide vor
dem Eimtrefien der Beobachter m
wrstirken®, sagte der Viesprecher
des US-Aufenmmisternmms, Mark
Tomes.

Der oberste Konmollewr ol abi
209z sch immerhn miwerschdich,
chss die Mismon emn gutes Stiidk vo-
rankommen werde. Ihe syrschen
Behd rden sesen bnsher kooperativge
wesen, g der General derpamra-
teschen Zeatung  AlHayat® - =1 ko
operatw, wie die Regmegegner fin-
den H3

ahter m diwe Stidte Hama, uraa DeémoOnRration gegendas Regime: Syrische Demonstanten vertrannen en
undidieb sowie i cbe Regaomum I 2ld des Staatschefs Baschar ol Azmad.
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La situation a Homs
est jugée «rassurante»

Les observateurs

de la Ligue arabe ont pu
se rendre hier au coeur
de la revolte syrienne

Les observateurs de la Ligue arabe
ont pu visiter hier des quartiers
rebelles de Homs, dans le centre
de la Syrie, sur fond de craintes
occidentales de voir leur mission
escamotée par manque de temps
ou de liberté de mouvement. Pa-
rallelement a cette visite entameée
mardi, les autorités syriennes ont
annonce la libération de 755 déte-
nus «impliqués» dans le souleve-
ment populaire contre le régime
de Bachar el-Assad. Les observa-
teurs devaient ensuite se rendre a
Deraa (sud), Hama (centre), Idleb
(nord-ouest) et pres de Damas.
Selon des militants, cités par
I’Observatoire syrien des droits de
I’homme (OSDH), des observa-
teurs ont finalement accédé au
quartier rebelle de Baba Amro a
Homs apres en avoir été empé-
cheés par des habitants en raison
de la présence avec eux d’un offi-
cier de ’'armeée syrienne. Les habi-
tants ont demandé aux observa-
teurs de «venir voir les personnes
blessées et les parents des martyrs,

Le Temps (Suisse / Switzerland)

et non pas des membres du parti
Baas» au pouvoir. Le comité des
observateurs s’est rendu ensuite
dans un autre quartier rebelle,
Bab Sebaa, ou le régime avait pré-
paré un deéfilé de partisans du
président Assad.

L’OSDH dit «craindre que [...]
les observateurs arabes ne devien-
nent les faux témoins» de la situa-
tion en Syrie et ne quittent le pays
sans avoir pu voir la réalite. Les
memes craintes ont été soulevées
par Paris. «La brieveté de leur sé-
jour n’a pu leur permettre d’ap-
précier la realite de la situation
prévalant a Homs», a estimeé
Bernard Valero, porte-parole du
Ministere des affaires étrangeres.
Moscou, fidele allié du régime
syrien, a demandeé de son coté a
Damas de faciliter le travail des
observateurs.

Le général soudanais Moham-
med Ahmed Moustapha al-Dabi,
chef de la mission des observa-
teurs, a pour sa part affirmeé que
«la situation semble rassurante
jusqu’a present». Alors que selon
I’Observatoire syrien des droits de
I’homme, les forces de sécurité
ont tue 34 personnes lundi a
Homs et six autres mardi.
Y.V.D.S. avec agences

Voltairenet.org
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Des Syriens disent leur scepticisme
sur la mission des observateurs

> Syrie Les envoyés
de la Ligue arabe
se déploient

sur le terrain

> Trois témoins
donnent leurs
impressions

Boris Mabillard

Les observateurs se déplolent sur
les points chauds de la contestation
en Syrie. Une cinquantaine d'entre
eux ont commencé leurs inspec-
tions mards, rejoints le lendemain
par 16 experts supplémentaires.
Mercreds, aprés Homs ol une
équipe est retournée, les villes de
Deraa, d'ldlib et de Hama étalent au
programme. Ces quatre agglomeé-
rations sont celles qui ont connu les
pires violences depuis le débutdela
révolte en mars dernier, les bilans
les plus lourds aussi. La venue des
observateurs de la Ligue arabe y est
attendue plus que nulle part
ailleurs, car le succés de la mission
se mesurera 13, s1 les violences ces-
sent. Mais rien n'est moins sr.

En gage de sa bonne foi, le prés:-
dent Bachar ¢l-Assad a fait ibérer
hier 755 prisonniers. Mais les dou-
tes persistent quant a la capacité

desobservateurs & remplir lewr mas-
sion: pourront-ils se déplacer libre-
ment? Auront-ils les moyens den-
quéter? Le régime de Damas ne se
joue-t-il pas de la communauté in-
ternationale? Interrogations qgue
des dizaines de milliers de manifes-
tantsont exprimées dans les rues de
Homs mardi. Un scepticisme dont
le Ministére frangais des affaires
étrangéres s'est fait I'écho: of La pré-
sence des observateurs] n'a pas em-
péché la poursuite de la répression
sanglantes, a déclaré hier Bernard
Valero, porte-parole du ministére,
lors dune conférence de presse.

ie Temps a pris contact avec trois
personnes qui témoignent chacune
de la situation sur le terrain au mo-
ment ol arrivent les premiers ob-
servateurs. Parmi elles, Abou Kami,
qut, lorsqu'il le peut, prodigue des
soins durgence dans une clinigue
clandestine 3 Homs. [l a cherché
mard: et mercredi a rencontrer la
délégation de la Ligue arabe, sans
succés: sRien n'a changé, les check-
points restreggnent laccés de certai-
nes zones, les forces de sécunté
continuent  dassiéger  certains
quarters, celul de Baba Amro par
exemple, le plus touché. Ils n'ont
méme pas pns soin de cacher tous
les tanks, seule lartllerie lourde
s'est tue. Je voulais y croire, mais
impossible, nous avons attendu
trop longtemps.e

Abou Ramu voudrait que les na-

Il Manifesto (Italie / Italy)

tions arabes fassent plus et sur-
tout tiennent compte de lungence
humanitaire: «La population de
Khaldiya, 3 Homs, s'est de nou-
veau réunie [hier]; des dizaines de
milliers de manifestants qui de-
mandent juste & rencontrer les fa-
meux observateurs, pour témoi-
gner de leurs souffrances. Des
blessés doivent étre transférés
pour étre soignés.s

«Les chars ont disparu,
réapparu, puis

ont été cachés
ailleurs»

Selon le directeur de 'Observa-
toire syrien des droits de 'homme,
Rami Abdel Rahmane, certains ha-
bitants de Baba Amro auraient re-
fusé l'accés de leur quartier 3 une
équipe dobservateurs au motif
qu'ils étatent accompagnés par un
officier del'armée syrienne. Aprésle
départ dece dernier, la délégationa
rapidement visité quelques patés
de maisons et s'est ensuite rendue
dans une autre partie de la ville ot
un défilé de partisans de Bachar el-
Assad était organisé,

A Deraa {dans le sud-ouest prés
de la frontiére jordanienne) ou, 1l y
a neuf mois, les manifestations ont
donné ke coup denvor a la contesta-

Voltairenet.org

tion générale, la délégation inter-
nationale s'est fait attendre. Ra'ed
fait partie d'un réseau clandestin, la
Coordination du Horan. 1l déses-
pére dobtenir enfin de lade:
aMardi, la foule s'est rassemblée en
masse, nous voulions leur montrer
notre soutien et notre optimisme
malgré tout, mais seules les forces
de séeurité €talent au rendez-vous.
Des femmes et des enfants étaient
VEnUs, pensant que ce serait un jour
e réunion sans répression. Les mi-
liciens ont fait un carton sur une
foule désarmée. Des blessés et deux
morts parmi lesquels Mahmoud
Mohammed al-Bernaoui, un gar-
gon de 13 ans. Lors des funérailles,
mercreds, un jeune homme a été
tué. Nulle trace des observateurs.s

Un ressortissant déhb (nord-
ouest), qui ne consent qu'd donner
son pseudonyme, Forkan, parle
d'étranges ballets dans sa ville: dles
chars ont disparu, réapparu, puis
ont éé cachés ailleurs. Les moukha-
harat [la sécurité inténcure| ont dé-
placé des panneaux indiquant des
noms de village ou de rues. Le vil-
lage de Kafroueid {ndls: ot aurait
eu liew un massacre le 20 décem-
bre) se trouve désormais en zone
militaire, et le panneau indique le
nom d'un autre village.s Les obser-
vateurs étaient donc attendus et
pas seulement par la population de
lavalle, mazs ils ont, semble-t-1l, fait
faux bond.
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SIRIA

La Lega araba non vede
«niente di cosl terrificante»

Gli osservaton della Lega Araba, in Siria per
cercare di risolvere la cisi che attanaglia il
paese da meta marzo, ien hanno visitato la
provincia di Homs, nella regione centrale del
paese. Il capo-delegazione, il generale sudane-
se Mohammed Ahmed Mustafa al-Dabi, si &
detto «ottimista» sull'esito della missione, il cui obiettivo & verificare sul campo
I'attuazione del protocollo siglato al Cairo dal regime di Damasco per mettere
fine alle violenze. Secondo al-Dabi, anche se «in alcune aree le condizioni non
sono state buoner, a una prima ricognizione non si & visto «nulla di terrifican-
te». Altre fonti provenienti dalla delegazione hanno confermato I'esistenza di
violazioni dei diriti umani a Homs - morti e fori di proiettili nelle case -, ma
hanno specificato di non aver potuto accertare se le responsabilita siano da
attribuirsi al govemo oppure a «terroristi». Secondo gli oppositon, le famiglie
dei morti nella repressione nel quartiere di Baba Amr a Homs, si sono rifiutate
di incontrare gli osservatori in presenza di un ufficiale, che li stava scortando, e
la delegazione & ripartita. Il regime ha liberato altri 755 detenuti amestati in
questi dieci mesi per le proteste. La Francia ha criticato gli osservatori della
Lega Araba, accusandoli di non essere stati in grado di fermare gli spargimenti
di sangue a Homs, centro nevralgico delle proteste. Nei prossimi giorni, la mis-
sione si spostera anche nelle citta sinane di Hama e Idlib, non lontano dal con-
fine con la Turchia, da cui transitano gli armati del cosiddetto Esercito di libera-
Zone siriano e i disertori di quello regolare che raggiungono gli oppositori.

La Repubblica (Italie / Italy)

Voltairenet.org
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La Liga Arabe asegura que la situacion
en Homs “parece tranquilizadora”

La oposicion acusa al Ejército de causar decenas de muertos antes de la visita

ENRIC GONZALEZ
Jerusalén

H jefe de los abservadoresde b
Liga Arabe cn Siria, ¢l general
sudanés Mustafi Dabi,considera
que la situacion en Homs “pare
ce tranquilizadora por ¢ momen-
to”. Dahi declaré ayer a la agen-
cia Reuters que o lunes “habia
calma y no se produjeron enfren-
tamientos™. “No hemos visto tan-
ques pero si algunos whiculos
blindados. La investigacion aca-
ba de comenzar®, anadio.

Scgiin la oposicién dria o
Hército del presidente Bachar o
Asad cafonod hasta ¢l lunes va-
rios barrios de Homs ycausé de
cenas de muertes. En la madru-
gada del martes, horas antes de
que llegamn alacindad los cbser
vadores de la Liga Arabe, los tan-
ques fucron camuflados en zo
nasperiféricas. Pescacllo, nume-
msos testimonios locales indica
ron que las manifestaciones opo
sitoras cclebradas en presencia
de Dabi y su equipofueron repri-
midas con gases lacrimégenos y
se escucharon tiroteos esporadi
cos. Portavoces de la oposicién
afirmaron que ¢l martes murie
on otras scis personas en Homs.

Un manifestante lanza un bote de humo en una imagen de video. | 4>

[Ademis, al menos sicte mani-
fcstantes resultaron heridos en
la ciudad de Hama cuando lapo
licia dispersé una marcha, infor-
ma Reuters. Los observadaresvi-
sitaran mafana la ciudad).

Ayer, o régimen de Damasco
liberé a 755 detenidos sin ddlitos
de sangre que cstaban arresta
dos por participar “en los lth

La Razon (Espagne / Spain)

mos sucesos”, informé la tdlevi
sion siria en una nota urgente.
La liberacion de los detenidos du-
rante las protestas ¢s uno de los
puntos de la iniciativa de la Liga
Arabe para daruna olucidn ala
crids en Siria, que estipula tam-
bién d fin de la violencia, d
acuartclamiento de las tropas y
dinicio de un didlogo con laopo-

Voltairenet.org

sicién. Varias organizaciones de
fensoras de los derechos huma-
nos han criticado la deccién de
un general sudanés como jefe
dd equipo de observadores. El
presidente de Sudan, Omar al
Bashir, es acusado por la Corte
Penal Internacional de La Haya
de haber cometido genocidio y
crimenes contra la humanidad
cn la region de Darfur, donde d
propio general Mustafa Dabi ha
sido uno de los maximos mandos
dd Ejército.

Las primeras declaraciones
de Dabi incrementardn el temor
dela opodcidn siriaa que la dele
gacién de la Liga Arabe contem-
parice con d régimen de Damas-
co. Fuentes andnimas del equipo
de cb=servadores citadas por la
agencia Efe afirman, sin embar-
go, que lasprimerasimpresones
recogidas en o pais confirnan
una represion a gran escala.

La misién de los ochservado-
resnoconsige en evaluarlasvio-
laciones de los derechos huma-
noscomet idas hastaahora por d
régmen de Bachar o Asad, sino
cn verificar o cumplimiento ded
acuerdo de pacificacién propucs-
to par la Liga Arabe y aceptado
por d Gobicrno de Damasco.
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CastorDiaz Barrado
Pridlico de ba Universidad fizy juan Carlos

~

Crecela incertidumbre

a situactén en Sirla estd stendo cada vez mas

complefa y o que es peor, se acrectentan, dia

a dia, las graves violactones de los derechos
humanos, atributbles alarepreston que levaacabo
d régimen de Asad. Las cludades en las que se ex-
presa con mayor nitidez la oposicidn al régimen
sirio, encabezadas por Homs, proyectan una tmagen
desoladora que podria ser el escenarto final al que
aststamos st se consollda la reststencia del poder
alaui. La comunidad intemactonal en su conjunto
no estd hactendo lo suficlente. Los drganos que re-
presentan a esta comunddad permanecen semipa-
ralizados porlas diversas posiclones que mantienen
unos yotros. Eltemor alideraruna «intervencicn en
Strtas que pudiera tener consecuencias iImprevisi-
bles en Préxdmo Ortente hace que el conflicto se
prolonguey que elrégimen sirio intente ganar tem-
po ensu labor de anlquilamiento de los oposttores.
No pueden atin valorarse los resultados de la visita,
que estd tentendo lu-

gar, de los observado-  S§lo existe una

res de la Liga Arabe.
Las labores de obser- salida paa el fin

vacidn no pueden ser dehviobnda,que
meramente formales : :

ol G Bl i1 termine elrégimen
traducirse en reco-
mendactones que los drabes plasmen en respuestas
concretas, ensu caso con actuaciones contundentes
respaldadas por las Naciones Unidas. El camtnono
puede ser otro que actuar dectdsdamente en Sirla
con un protagontsmo decistvo de la organizacidn
mundial. Lo que estd en Juego en Stria ahora es el
respeto bastco de los derechos humanos. N1 China
n! Rusta pueden permanecer al margen y no deben
mpedir que se adopten dectstones colectivas que
pongan fin a las violactones. La posicion gue asumsé
Rusta la sernana anterior se debe completar con po-
siclones mas eficaces, cuando ocupa ka Prestdencia
del Consefo de Segurtdad v, sobre todo, en adelante.
Acabar con las violactones de derechos en Stria sélo
tene una solucion: el fin def actual régimen. O lo
hacen los strios solos o cuentan con la ayuda de la
comunddad tntemactonal, en partscular con la Liga
Arabe, cuyos observadores tienen ahora la palabra.
Todo dllo con el apovo del Consejo de Seguridad.

La Vanguardia (Espagne / Spain)

Voltairenet.org
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Arab League
mission to
Syria sees
‘nothing
frightening’

3y Richard Spencer
viddle East Correspondent

AN Arab League peace mission to Syria
vas in crisis last night, attacked by oppo
sition activists for lailing o get to grips
vith the scale of the violence even as
nore people were shot dead in fighting,

Lt Gen Mohammed Ahmed Mustapha
il-Dabi, head of the mission, described
he city of Homs, where it is thought
nore than 1,000 people have been killed,
1s being “nothing frightening”, although
1e conceded “some places looked a bit of
rmess’.

At one point, the opposition denied a
yroup of monitors entry to the besieged
‘ebel enclave of Bab al-Amr in the city
secause their security detail included a
ieutenant colonel from the Syrian army.

Eventually he agreed to step aside, but
wetivists later claimed that the group had
seen unable to visit a seeret detention
acility because of gunfive nearby.

Actwists from the hwman rights group
\vaaz later claimed that a four-year-old
soy, Ahmed al-Raai, was killed when
roops opened fire on a van carrying his
amily in the al-Shams district of Homs.
Arab League monitors were taken to see
he |Jr,v_y"$TJ(_ul_\f at a nearby mosque.

The group quoted activists on the
gowd as alleging that some of the
shooting in Homs had been intended to
icare away the monitors.

The opposition said that the mission
vas losing credibility. Radwan Ziadeh, a
nember of the Syrian National Council.
said it did not have the “capacity or expe
dence” to stop what was going on.

“What's needed is imternational nter
rention.” he said. “We need a buffer zone
ilong the Turkish borders where the situ
ition is still esealating.”

During the course of the day the regime
oI President Bashar al-Assad ordered the
elease of 755 political prisoners, appar
:ntly in an attempt to stop the visit [alling
part completely,

The release of political prisoners was
me of the terms ol the peace deal agreed
setween Syria and the Arab League

whose implementation the monitoring
mission is supposed to be overseeing,

However, activists and human rights
groups say lens ol thousands remain
behind bars, having been detamed since
the start of the uprising in March.

Other terms of the deal neluded the
withdrawal of the army from the streets
and negotiations with the opposition.
Since neither of these has happened.
many opposition leaders have called the
mission’s visit pointless at best and at
worst a means for Mr Assad to play for
time while continuing military action.

Bab al-Amrwas subjected to a four-day
attack by troops and tanks which lasted
until Monday, the eve of the mission’s
visit to the city.

On Tuesday. tens of thousands of pro
testers attending a funeral attempted to .
reach the city centre to meet the mission,
but were turned back by troops with tear
gas, and some live fire. Instead, individ
ual protesters attempted to make their
points to the mission’s delegates.

There was angry reaction to footage of
one delegate appearing to twn away and
light a cigarette as a man urged him to
report the presence of snipers.

One monitor appeared to reluse to
accompany a protester who wanted to
show him the scene of a “slaughter”,
though another was seen on video being
shown by a woman the bloodstains where
her son had been shot.

Lt Gen Dabi appeared to play down the
significance of what the monitors had
seen. “Some places looked a bit of a mess
but there was nothing frightening.” he
added. “Yesterday was cquiet and there
were no clashes.”

Framce. which has become increasingly
critical of the regime. issued an imphert
criticism of Lt Gen Dabi’s approach.

“The brevity of their stay did not allow
them to appreciate the reality of the pre-
vailing situation yesterday in Homs,” a
foreign ministry spokesman said.

In Hama, another restive city, which
the mission was due to visit today, the
army opened fire on protesters, killing at
least six, according to local activists.

The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)
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THE YEAR OF

WHIGH TYRANT
WILL FALL NEXT?

As the leaders of Syria and
Bahrain cling to power,
Patrick Cockburn explains
how they have managed to
resist the protesters —and
wonders whether they can
survive another 12 months

nthreeofthe Arab countries east
of Egypt - Syria, Bahrain and
Yemen - protesters have chal-
lenged their governments over
the past year but failed to over-
throw them. The reasons for
those failures are very different
though they have important
points in common. In each of these
states protesters were frustrated be-
cause a significant part of the popula-
tion had a lot to lose if the ruling elite
were reformed or overthrown.

InSyriaand Bahrain religious iden-
tity helps explain loyalty to the pow-
ers-that-be. Protestersin Bahrain might
insist that their programme was secu-
larand democratic, but everybody knew
thata fair poll would affect revolution-
ary change by putting the majority Shia
in power instead of the minority Sunni.
In Syria, similarly, democracy means
that the Sunni, three quarters of the
population, would effectively replace
the Alawites, a heterodox Shiasect, as
rulersof the state.

This does not mean that thedeman-
strators in both countries had a secret
sectarianagenda. [t wassimply that po-
litical divisions already ran along sec-
tarian lines. In Bahrain the security
forces were almost entirely Sunni. As
the year went on sectarian hatreds be-
came starker.

At the height of the repression, the
government demolished Shia mosques
claiming it had suddenly discoverad
they did not have planning permissicn.
Unlike Tunisia and Egypt, the sectari-
an homogeneity of the ruling elite in
Syria and Bahrain made it impossible
forseniorstateofficialstodumpan un-
popular regime in order to maintain
theirown powerand privileges. In Syria
the Alawites cameto believe that if Pres-
ident Basharal-Assad lost so would they.

The Shia and Sunni split has other
serious implications. The struggle be-
tween these two Islamic traditions, so
similar to the battle between Roman
Catholicsand Protestants in Europein
the 16th and 17th centuries, has been
escalatingsince the Iranian revolution
0f 1979. The Iran-Iraq war of 1980-88

and Shia-Sunni civil war in Iraq in 2006-
7 deepened the hatred betweenthe two
sects. Of course it was always much in
theinterests of Saddam HusseininlIraq,
theAssad clanin Syria and the al-Khal-
ifa dynasty in Bahrain to play the sec-
tariancard and demand communal sol-
idarity fromtheirco-religionists. As far
backas 1991 Iremember Saddam Hus-
sein bringing the mutilated bodies of
Baathist officials back from Najaf, where
they had been lynched by Shia insur-
gents, and theterrorexpressed by Sunni
friends in Baghdad, previously opjrosed
tothe regime, that the same fate await-
ed them if Saddam was toppled.

The Sunni-Shia rivalry goessome way
toexplaining why the Arab Springwon
successes in North Africa that it has not
achieved east of Egypt. Each side has
been led by religiously inspired states,
SaudiArabiaand Iran, which have strug-
gled forsupremacy in the region for 30
years. Embattled regimes and theirin-
surgentenemiesautomatically gain al-
lies. The Assad gov-

=&} 2

The struggle ernment might be
between isolated, but not
ShiaandSunni  quitetodegreethat
hasbeen Muammar Gaddafi
escalating was before his fall.
sincethe1979  Iranwilldoalmost
revolution anythingtokeepits

mostcrucialallyin
the Arab world in power. By the same
token Iran's many enemies, unable to
overthrow the government in Tehran,
aredetermined to weaken it by chang-
ingthe regime in Damascus.

Regional rivalries, deepening Sunni-
Shia divisions and the democratic
protest movement, commonly called
the Arab Spring, combine to produce
theingredients foralong-runningcri-
sis. “2012 will be one of the most unsta-
ble yearseverintheMiddle East,” pre-
dicted aminister inoneofthe Gulfcoun-
tries. Inalmost every Arabstate hefore-
saw violence increasing as nodecisive
winnersemerg riaand Yemen are
on the verge of civil war, Bahrain re-
mainsdivided while the turmoil affects
otherstates in the region. For instance,
one reason why the Islamist Shia gov-

Voltairenet.org
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ermmentofIraqhasstruckat Iragi Sunni
leadersin the past few weeksisthe fear
in Baghdad that it may soon be facing
ahostile Sunni regime in power in Dam-
ascus. The Shia political elite want to
strengthen their grip on power now.
Look at the situation in Yemen 10
months later. The protesters are still
camped out in the capital Sanaa and
many have been killed or wounded by
government forces. President Saleh
may go to the US for further medical

treatment for injuries he received from
abomb that almostkilled himinJune.
But the surprise at that time was that
hisdeparture to hospital in Saudi Ara-
bia did not mean triumph for the up-
rising because his son Ahmed Saleh,
commanderofthe Republican Guard,
took over. The street protesters have
been pushed to onesside by such dubi-
ous members of Yemen's rulingestab-
lishment as General Ali Muhsin al-
Ahmar, commander of the First Ar-

Demonstrators
gatherinSyria,
while, below,
Bahraini
womenjoina
protest march

REUTERS.EPA

moured Division and Hamid al-Ahmar
(no relation), a billionaire entrepre-
neur and tribal leader. Troops and fight-
ers loyal to both men have been pro-
tecting protesters. These divisions at
the top are not new. When General al-
Ahmar was fighting Shiarebels known
as Houthi in northern Yemen in 2009
hisown government, accordingtoaUS
embassy cable published by WikiLeaks,
tried tokill him by asking Saudi planes
operating against the rebelstobomba

Voltairenet.org

building which turned out to be the
general’s own headquarters.

In Syria, and to a lesser extent, in
Bahrainthereisadangerthata frustrat-
edoppositionwill progressively turnto
violence. In Bahrain, the Shiasee them-
selves as not only being politically dis-
enfranchised, but becomingthe victims
of social and economic apartheid. Op-
position leaderssay it would not be sur-
prising if some militants turn to vio-
lence against the monarchy.

InSyria, the opposition clearly does
not have an effective strategy for get-
ting rid of Bashar al-Assad and the
Baathist government. It can keep up
demonstrations and propaganda, but
those familiar with the inner core of
the regime in Damascus, say they are
confident they can hold out. The op-
position s fragmented and divided be-
tween those inside and outside the
country. There is no provisional gov-
ernment in waiting as there purport-

ed tobe-andto

—
InSyria, the some extent was -
opposition in Libya 'I he core
calls vainly for o.tlhwe. iansecu-
foreignmilitary ity forcesremains
intervention. united. Sanctions
butthisisnot  aresqueezing the
likelytohappen governmentbut,as

happened in Iraq
in the 1990s, these hurt the people -
and cause popular resentment - be-
fore they damage the government.
Neighbouring governments repeat the
mantra “Assad isbound to fall”, but are
not sure how or when.

“Nobody knows what to do about
Syria,” said one Middle East leader. The
oppositioncalls vainly for foreign mil-
itary intervention as in Libya, but this
isnot likely to happen. Extreme Sunni
militants previously active in Iraq may
see their chance and, in the circum-
stances, it is hardly surprising that the
first big suicide bombs have exploded
in Damascus this month.

The bright hopes ofthe Arab Spring
are vanishing and peaceful protests
may have had their day across the re-
gionascivil confrontation threatens to
turn into civil war.

TOMORROW

Therole of women in the Arab
uprisings, and the changes the
revolutions may bring
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Mettre fin au
massacre en Syrie

o il est une legcon qui
aurait dua étre rete-
nue de l'expérience
libyenne, c'est que les
populations civiles,

meme nombreuses, meme avec
quelques armes, n'ont aucune
chance contre des militaires
appuyés de chars et d’avions. A
regarder ce qui se passe depuis
le printemps 2011 en Syrie, oll
les forces armées du pays ont
abattu des milliers de citoyens
opposeés au régime dictatorial de
Bachar al-Assad, on ne peut que
s'interroger sur l'inertie de la
communauté internationale.

La situation est pourtant claire
meme si les enjeux au Moyen-
Orient sont rarement simples.
Au-dela des subtilités stratégi-
ques de I'axe Téhéran-Damas-
Hezbollah, des divergences entre
musulmans d’obédience sun-
nite et chiite (la majorité des
Syriens sont sunnites, al-Assad
est chiite), ou du branle-bas
sociopolitique résultant d’un
printemps arabe qui n'en finit
plus en rebondissements, une
vérité demeure, vieille comme le
monde: le pouvoir quasi absolu
corrompt, et ceux qui l'exer-
cent s’y accrochent par tous les
moyens.

A quelques exceptions pres
dans l'histoire de I'humanité, la
démocratie reste un phénomene
relativement récent. Quelques
centaines d'années tout au plus.
Dans un pays comme la Syrie, ot
la capitale, Damas, est vieille de
10000 ans et qui n'a connu que
quelques lueurs de liberté poli-
tique au cours du dernier siecle,
la tradition est autoritaire. Mais
en ce début du xxr° siecle, plus
personne ne vit en vase clos
avec les nouvelles technologies.
L'information circule malgré les
entraves et la population syrien-
ne, comme les autres humains,
n'accepte plus en silence les
anciens diktats.

Les droits qu’'ils réclament,
et pour lesquels ils sont prets
a risquer leur vie, la liberté de
s'exprimer sans crainte, d’élire
un gouvernement de leur choix,
sont des droits que nous tenons
pour acquis en Amérique du
Nord. Ce sont des droits inscrits
dans la charte des Nations unies.
Nous les présentons a I'ensemble
des peuples comme un modele a

suivre, méme si entre 40 % et 50 %
de nos citoyens ne se donnent
méme plus la peine de voter...
Quoi qu’il en soit, armeés de ces
principes démocratiques, nous
condamnons et, parfois, allons
jusqu'a combattre des dictatures
ou d’autres formes de régimes
autoritaires.

Bien sur, la réalité des inter-
ventions de la communauté
internationale depuis la fin de la
Premiere Guerre mondiale est
loin d’étre cohérente et a connu
bien des ratés. Mais a travers le
brouillard et les conflits, petits et
grands, 'adhésion aux valeurs
démocratiques a progressé. L'in-
tervention de cette année en
Libye aurait été impensable il y
a un demi-siecle. Qui aurait cru
que les pays de 'OTAN pour-
raient un jour, avec I'aval de la
Ligue arabe, utiliser leur arsenal
militaire contre les forces de
Kadhafi pour protéger et sou-
tenir une population civile en
rébellion contre un dictateur en
selle depuis 40 ans?

La situation est différente en
Syrie mais le nombre de morts
dans la population civile rivalise
avec le bilan libyen. On dénom-
bre déja environ 5000 tués depuis
mars 2011, et des dizaines s’ajou-
tent tous les jours. On a eu droit
aune accalmie ces derniers jours
parce que le régime Assad a fina-
lement accepté de recevoir des
observateurs de la Ligue arabe,
qui avait condamné la répres-
sion en Syrie, geste sans preéce-
dent, et qui menagait de porter
la question devant le Conseil de
sécurité de I'ONU. Le dictateur
syrien a dissimulé ses troupes
et caché ses blindés I'espace de
quelques jours, mais le massacre
reprendra des que les observa-
teurs auront plié bagages.

Le Canada a fermement con-
damné le président Assad en 2011
et imposé des sanctions essentiel-
lement économiques. La Com-
mission des droits de I'homme de
I'Assemblée générale des Nations
unies a adopté le mois dernier
une reésolution coparrainée par
60 pays, dont six nations ara-
bes, condamnant la répression
sanglante des manifestations en
Syrie. Combien de milliers de
morts de plus faudra-t-il pour que
les reproches verbaux se trans-
forment en bouclier armé?

Voltairenet.org
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Syrian forces fire
at rally; prisoners
are freed by regime

BEIRUT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Security forces in Syria opened fire on
thousands of anti-government protest-
ers in the central city of Hama on Wed-
nesday and killed at least six pecople, ac-
tivists said, as 60 Arab League monitors
continued their mission to énd the re-
gime's crackdown on dissent,

Though Syria has made some conces-
sions to the monitars since they began
work this week, government forces
have af the same time reportedly been
pressing ahead with attempls o crush
peaceful protests in Hama, Homs and
other parts of the country, Activists said
at least 39 people had been Killed by se-
curity forces since the observers began
work in a one-month mission on Tues-
day.

The government released 755 prison-
ers on Wednesday after the release of a
report by Human Rights Watch, which
accused the authorities of hiding hun-
dreds of detainees from the observers,
It was the second concession in (wo
dayvs to the Arab League.

On Tuesday, the army pulled some of
its troops back from Homs after bom-
barding it for days and killing scores of
people before the arrival of the monitors
there.

The Arab League monitors seek to en-
sure that the regime is complying with
the terms of a plan to end the crackdown
on protests, The United Nations savs
more than 5000 peaple have been Killed
in Syria since March.

The Wall Street Journal (USA)
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Associated Press

BEIRUT—Syria released 755 pris-
oners on Wednesday as Arab League
monitors spent a second day in the
Syrian city of Homs gathering ac-
counts about the government’s crack-
down on dissent.

But President Bashar al-Assad’s
military is pressing ahead with a vio-
lent campaign to put down mostly
peaceful protests, as troops in
nearby Hama opened fire on thou-
sands of unarmed protesters and
killed at least six, according to activ-
ists. Activists said at least 39 people
have been killed in the two days
since the monitors began work.

The continuing violence—and
comments by an Arab League offi-
cial praising Syrian cooperation—
have fueled concerns by the Syrian
opposition about the one-month
Arab League mission.

“This mission has absolutely no
mandate, no authority, no teeth,”
said Ausama Monajed, a member of
the Syrian National Council, the
country’s main opposition group.
“The regime does not feel obliged to
even bring down the number of ca-
sualties a day,” he said.

The 60 Arab League monitors—
the first Syria has allowed in during
the nine-month antigovernment up-
rising—are supposed to be ensuring
that the regime is complying with
terms of a plan to end the crackdown
on protests. The United Nations says
more than 5,000 people have been
killed in Syria since March.

The Arab League plan demands
that the government remove its se-
curity forces and heavy weapons
from city streets, start talks with
opposition leaders and allow hu-
man-rights workers and journalists
into the country. It calls for the re-
lease of all political prisoners.

The government released 755
prisoners following a report by Hu-
man Rights Watch late Tuesday ac-
cusing authorities of hiding hun-
dreds of detainees from the
monitors. It was the second conces-
sion in two days to the Arab League.

On Monday, the army pulled
some of its troops back from the
city of Homs after bombarding it for
days and killing scores of people. It
allowed the monitors to visit, and as
they came, tens of thousands of pro-
testers poured into the streets, call-
ing for the execution of Mr. Assad.

In the week after signing on to
the Arab League plan Dec. 19, the
Assad regime stepped up the crack-
down and killed hundreds of people.
The opposition suspects that M.
Assad is only trying to buy time and
to forestall more international sanc-

Syria Releases 755
As Observers Visit

tions and condemnation.

Despite the continuing crack-
down, an Arab League official said
cooperation by Syrian authorities
with the monitors was “reassuring.”

“The Syrian side is facilitating
everything,” Adnan Issa al-Khudeir
told reporters in Cairo.

The Arab observers kicked off
their mission with a visit on Tues-
day to the central city of Homs, a
city at the heart of the uprising.

Several from the team of 12
stayed in the city overnight, and the
team continued work there Wednes-
day. There was no word on whether
other teams went to different cities.

According to officials and activ-
ists, the monitors went to several
districts including trouble spots in
Baba Amr, Bab Shaa and Inshaat.

Amateur video posted on the In-
ternet showed the head of the team,
Sudanese Lt. Gen. Mohamed Ahmed
Mustafa al-Dabi, walking in Baba
Amr and stopping to talk to people.

In one video, Gen. Dabi is seen
talking to a man who accuses the re-
gime of Kkilling his 64-year-old
brother, a former official of Mr. As-
sad’s ruling Baath party, and his
wife, and then blaming it on armed
gangs. “Your excellency, they are
killing influential people to draw a
violent reaction from people,” he
tells Gen. Dabi.

Some amateur video showed the
orange-jacketed observers in a
white car, surrounded by people
shouting for Mr. Assad’s downfall
and apparently objecting to the
presence of a Syrian military escort
in the car with them. Other video
showed monitors visiting women
and children who purportedly lost
family members in recent violence.

There were no reports of firing
on protesters in Homs during the
visit on Wednesday. Troops did
open fire on the crowds on Tuesday.

Images from Homs in the days
leading up to the monitors’ visit
showed army defectors firing ma-
chine guns through holes in the
outer wall of a bombed-out building.
In another, a crowd fills the street
for a nighttime demonstration be-
hind a banner of the uprising’s revo-
lutionary flag.

On Thursday, the monitors are
expected to visit Hama, Idlib and
Daraa—all centers of the uprising.

In Hama, several thousand pro-
testers were trying to reach the
city’s main square to stage a sit-in
amid a heavy security presence
when troops opened fire, activists
said. Hama-based activist Saleh Abu
Kamel said he had the names of six
people who were killed. The number
couldn’t be immediately confirmed.

The Washington Times (USA)
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Sudanese general
linked to genocide
a monitor in Syria

By Astist Kumar Sen

THE WASHMINGTON TIMES

A Sudanese general linked to geno-
cide in Darfur is leading an Arab League
team to Syria to monitor the regime’s
compliance with a promise to end its vi-
olent crackdown on anti-government
protesters.

Gen. Mohamed Ahmad al-Dabi
served as Sudan’s military intelligence
chief, and President Omar Bashir ap-
pointed him as his representative in the
western province of Darfur in the late
1990s.

In Darfur, Gen. al-Dabi recruited and
armed Arab militias and set the building
blocks for the mass killing of black
Africans, said Omer Ismail, a Sudan an-
alyst with the Enough Project, an anti-
genocide group.

“He was one of the architects of the
genocide in Darfur. Instead of going to
Syria, he should be investigated by the
ICC and held accountable for his deeds,”
he added.

The Hague-based International
Criminal Court has issued an arrest war-
rant for Gen. al-Dabi on charges of geno-
cide, war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity in Darfur. He denies the
allegations.

Mousab Azzawi, chief coordinator
with the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, said in an interview
from London that Gen. al-Dabi’s pres-
ence undermines the credibility of the
Arab League mission.

"Out of 340 million Arabs, they could
not find one decent person to lead the
observer mission?” he said.

Gen. al-Dabi on Wednesday said that
he had seen “nothing frightening” in the
restive city of Homs, where the Syrian
military has inflicted mass casualties.

About one-third of the more than
5,000 deaths documented by the United
Nations in the uprising that started in
March have been reported from Homs.

Nevertheless, Gen. al-Dabi told the
Reuters News Agen The situation
seemed reassuring so far”

His comments sparked an angry re-
sponse from the Syrian opposition.

“Iwonder if he does not have amuch
higher threshold than others for what
constitutes frightening, given his own
baggage.” said Rafif Joucjati, a spokes-
woman for the civil resistance move-
ment in Syria.

Members of the opposition Syrian
National Council worry that Gen. al-
Dabi’s comments portend a possible
Arab League whitewash of the crack-
down on protesters by Syrian President
Bashar Assad.

An Arab League official, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity, said
Gen. al-Dabi is not wanted by the ICC
in connection with war crimes in Dar-
fur, but declined to say whether the ac-
cusations would aftect the monitors
| mission in Syria.

The Obama administration has
called on the Syrian regime to allow un-
fettered access to the monitors. How-
ever, the Arab League team is accom-
panied by Syrian military minders,
deterring many who want to report
atrocities committed by the regime's
forces but fear for their safety.

"How effective can people believe
this delegation to be when it is being ac-
companied by the tools of the regime
that are killing them,” said Dima Moussa,
amember of the opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council and spokeswoman for
the Revolutionary Council of Homs.

The Assad regime has flouted an
Arab League peace initiative that callson
it to halt its crackdown, open talks with
the opposition, withdraw forces from

“He was one of the
architects of the genocide
in Darfur. Instead of going

to Syria, he should be
investigated by the ICC
and held accountable
for his deeds.”
— Omer Ismail, a Sudan analyst
with the Enough Project,
an anti-genocide group

city streets and allow access to human
rights workers and journalists.

Najib Ghadbian of the Syrian Na-
tional Council predicted that the Arab

;ague mission is destined to fail.

“The point of the mission is to stop
the killing, but the killing is still going on
even while the observers are on the
ground,” he said. “We don't believe this
is going to work.”

In Homs, explosions and gunfire
rocked the city, armored vehicles were
in the streets, and a large protest erupted
even as the observers visited on Tuesday.

Abu Rami, a resident of Homs, said
security forces Killed 15 people.

“What is the use of these monitors if
this death machine doesn’t stop?” he
asked.

On the eve of the monitors’ visit, the
regime transferred thousands of politi-
cal prisoners to military bases, giving the
impression to the monitors that there are
very few people incarcerated for oppos-
ing the government, according to multi-
ple sources

Activists also accused the regime of
deceiving the monitors by changing
neighborhood signs.

In Homs on Tuesday, the team was
taken to Nuzha, a pro-regime neighbor-
hood but were told they were in Bab Shaa
where heavy fighting has been reported.

International journalists have
mostly been barred from Syria, making
it difficult to confirm accounts from
conflict zones.

The monitors are expected to visit
the city of Hama on Thursday.

Al-Ahram Weekly (Egypte / Egypt)
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This was an unprecedented year for
Syria. For the first time since the Syr-
ian Baath Party came to power nearly

It's been nearly 10 months since the start of protests in Syria, but the regime still
believes it can quash the uprising by brute force, writes Bassel Oudat in Damascus

A small number
ilians have joined the FSA to
avenge the deaths of their loved ones.

50 years ago, the Synian people rose
up and began a peaceful revolution
demanding freedom, dignity and de-
MOCTacy against a regime used to sup-
pressing opposition by force.

Nearly 10 months ago, some children in De-
raa in southern Syna, who were influenced by
the Arab Spring that began in Tunisia and swept
over Egypt, Yemen and Libya, wrote graffiti on
the wall of a school demanding the fall of the re-
gime. Their graffiti ignited a revolution, intially
peaceful, now one of the most bloody and violent
of the Arab revolts.

Syrian intelligence amvested them for weeks
without their parents knowing anything about
them. Security officers refused to release them
and ignored the pleas of their families. Their rel-
atives chanted in the street for freedom, but they
did not mean freedom just for their children but
for all of the Syrian people

Like any totalitanian regime, security forces
used excessive foree with the small crowd, spill-
ing blood. Civilians were killed and the small
protest within days had become a massive dem-
onstration demanding freedom and the prosecu
tion of security agency leaders who gave the or-
ders to kill,

Like a snowball, protests spread across the
country, beginning with the towns and villages
in Deraa. Security forces not only used force in
Deraa but also live ammunition against anyone
who took part in demonstrations, irrespective of
their demands.

As the number of deaths rose, towns were
invaded. property destroyed and thousands of
young people arrested. The ceiling of demands
evolved from abstract demands for freedom and
dignity 1o root and branch political demands.
These meluded the freedom to form political par-

another law that is very similar). It also allowed
the formation of political parties, but placed re-
strctive conditions on their creation. Similarly, a
law for the freedom of the media was passed, but
in practice the media remained under the control
of the security agencies.

Instead of implementing fast and effective re-
forms, the regime and pro-government media
boasted about its achievements and derided the
fall of leaders of Tumisia and Egypt. The official
media adopted a dreary and hostile attitude that
ignored co-citizenship in one homeland between
the revolutionaries and the regime. It propagated

mutilated the bodies of children, killed women
and the elderly, and arrested tens of thousands of

These i lar forces have carried
out concise military operations target-
ing secunty and intelligence agencies
and anyone who fires ar protesters.
The revolution meanwhile bccam: nfluenced

Synans since ‘the start of the uprising, ling
to human rights monitors.

The Syrian opposition had previously been
weak, fragmented and clandestine after five dec-

by 1 and 1 de

Arab and European countries withdrew their am-
bassadors from Synia as a form of pressure on the
Syrian regime to end the violence. Damascus’s

ades of the regime figures or
forcing them to flee the cmmln As the revolu-
tion gaimed momentum, new opposition forces
and movements were created on the ground,
most prominently the youth in the ﬁekl who or-

ganised d lo-
cations togellm. and became active in the media.

open y and all-out
The international media, meanwhile, was not
allowed entry into Syria, with several reporters
amrested or deported.
Revolutionaries relied on their cell phones to
upload footage of systematic Killings and vio-
lence by the regime against demonstrators, wlnch

made some observers call the Synan lution

forces were formed inside and out-
side Syria and attempted to close ranks and unite
their views

Two important opposition blocs were formed:
the National Council overseas and the Coordi-
nation Commuttee inside Synia. The former in-
cluded the Muslim Brotherhood. the Damascus
Declaration Bloc that includes five parties, and

the “YouTube revolution™

The regime’s key allies abandoned it; Turkey,
which had a strategic relationship with Syria,
became an enemy, and the same thing happened
with Qatar whose emir was a personal friend of
the Synan president

Eunropean states advised the Synan president
to carry ont immediate, urgent and genuine re-
forms, but this advice fell on deaf ears,

independent figures. The latter included 15 Arab
and Kurdish opposition parties, as well as inde-
pendent figures. The opposition inside Syria in-
sisted on a peaceful revolution and rejected for-
eign military intervention, while the opposition
abroad indicated that military intervention is the
only means to overthrow the regime. This caught
the attention of the world community.

Although it is not united, has not presented a

1 1

The regime vsed excessive force and prop.

clear ive to the i regime, and

da to muddle facts. It claimed a ™ I con-
spiracy” against it and accused the US, Europe
and Arab states of being part of the conspiracy
to put an end fo the ~ ‘resistance posmrc 14

- to the regime — n | the

ties, the right to rotation of power, the dissolution
of intelligence agencies and others. All this with-
out realising that these demands spelt the end of
the incumbent totalitarian regime in Syria. Three
months into the revolution, the demand became
one of overthrowing the regime entirely.

The Syrian regime not only relied on secunty
agencies that some monitors estimate at more
than half a million security personnel, but the
regular army, deployed in the crackdown against
protesters. The army invaded Deraa, Hama,
Homs and other restive areas using heavy artil-
lery to stop demonstrations. Some cities and
towns were transformed into nulitary barracks
while some districts seemed more like war zones
than sites of protest

The Synan president gave three
speeches to the people that observers de-
seribed as meffective in ending the pro-
tests, because he did not propose solu-
tions, except through secunty means and
promises of reform that the people have
waited for now for five decades. Accord-
ing to the opposition, his speeches fell
short of the demands and aspirations of
the people

The Syrian leadership did not listen to
the counsel of its allies either, and con-
tinued its violent security policies in the
belief that it could suppress the protests
and end them, and then begin the reform
process according to its own vision.

As towns were raided, the Syrian gov-
emment issued a series of decisions that
did uol satisfy Synans. These mnludcd
y law (replaced with

10 work sej ly. the opposition is
about the political goal of
ing the regime and its figureheads, as well as
transforming Syria into a democratic, plural state
with a rotation of power.

rcglon The regume also accused revol ies
of being terrorists, of constituting armed militias
and following the diktat of foreign agents, while
refusing all but security solutions

The Syrian opposition and observers assert that
the Synan regime has spared no method — how-
ever brutal — in suppressing the opposition. It
removed the larynx of Ibrahim Al-Qashush, who
sang for the revolution; broke the fingers of cani-
caturist Ali Farzat, who drew for the revolution;
Kalled the “graffitist” of the revolution who wrote
slogans against the president on school walls;
and arrested many media persons and artists be-
cause of their support for the revolution.

The regime also beat university students and

The revol using g ful means and
supported by the major opposition camps (Na-
tional Council and Coordination Commuttee)
were unable to secure the overthrow the regime
during the past 10 months. The regime remained
in control of the military and security apparatus
that together are estimated at one million troops,
and which have each engaged in confronting pro-
testers.

Naturally, the Syrian anny is not a hmuogcnous
entity. P: ary ions were | hed by
defectors from the 1m\\' and security forces who
refused to open fire on peaceful demonstrators.
They formed the Free Synia Army (FSA) whose
leaders claim to include 12000 fighters on a

An amateur video still of a youth in Homs shot at by Syrian troops

Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Voltairenet.org

P was 1o ignore attacks by pro-regime
supporters against Arab. European and US em-
bassies and diplomats. \kan\\ hile, Fnrope and
Arab countries imy and p 1
sanctions against the Bashar Al- Assad regime
and its leading figures. But none of these meas-
ures convinced the regime to change its meth-
ods. Meanwhile, the regime was very slow m
responding to any initiative aimed at ending the
internal conflict, including the proposal by the
Arab League,

The opposition has declared Homs and Deraa
as destroyed cities and called on the world com-
munity to intervene to end the bloodbath. UN hu-
man rights groups assert that the Synan regime
has committed crimes against humanity, and
revolutionaries have called on the Arab Lcaguc
and the UN to pressure the Syrian government to
allow mternational relief .agcncncs human rights
committees and the media entry. to help save the
lives of Synan citizens.

Russia shielded the Syrian regime more than
once by rejecting UN Secunity Council resolu-
tons condemning the regime’s crackdown on
protests. While senior Syrian officials hope that
Russia’s support continues, the opposition be-
lieves Russia will change its position as a result
of escalating violence

But even Moscow's political support could not
prevent the Syrian regime from collapsing, es-
pecially in the face of economic pressures. In 10
months, the Syrian Lira has dropped 25 per cent
in value and oil production has fallen by nearly
65 per cent. The Syrian people have started to
suffer shortages of basic foods, fuel and other
commodities

According to figures gathered by Syrian, Arab
and international human rights monitors, 6200
people have been killed so far, including 320 chil-
dren and 210 women, while more than 180 have
died under torture. Meanwhile, the number of
detainees and the missing are in the tens of thou-
sands, and refugees number more than 16,000,
driven out to Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon

For 10 months, the Syrian regime has used ex-
cessive violence and cruelty, refusing to
understand or recognise the reve olunonnrv

. It has not p P d polifica
solutions lhnl meet lhc minimum aspira-
tions of the peaceful civic movement. The
opposition holds the regime responsible
for the current dead end, where the coun-
try teeters on the edge of civil war

Syria is at a crossroads that leaves
many diverging options open. No one
knows where the country is heading and
if the people will reap freedom and dig-
ity in return for their sacrifices, or if
the revolution will become militarised,
if foreign intervention will follow, or
a sectanan civil war breaks out. Mas
observers assert that foreign military
itervention would equally destroy the
regime and society, but with the killing
ongoing, the same result looms on the
honzon regardless.
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Une nouvelle phase dans
la crise syrienne...
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« Pas de preuves » de la présence

d’el-Qaéda a Ersal, assure Mikati

Polémique 11 n'y a « pas de preuves » de la présence d'el-Qaéda a la frontiére libano-
syrienne, a assuré hier le Premier ministre, Nagib Mikati.
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Syrians refuse to
meet monitors in
Homs hotspot area

"W Syrians in a flashpoint area of the city
A of Homs refused to meet Arab League
monitors in the presence of a Syrian army
officer, prompting the observers to withdraw
from the area, activists said on Wednesday.

“The monitors left the Baba Amr neigh-
borhood because they refused to enter the
neighborhood without being escorted by Lt.
Col. Mudeen Neda from the Fourth Division,”
said Ahmed, a local activist and resident of
Baba Amr. “The families of the martyrs and
the wounded refused to meet them in his
presence, and the monitors left.” The Svrian
government reportedly released 755 prisoners
detained over the past nine months in the re-
gime’s crackdown, but violence continued in
several parts of the country. Activists said two
died in the Baba Amr district of Homs, and at
least four soldiers were killed in an ambush
carried out by a group of military defectors in
the country’s south on Wednesday.

The prisoners’ release, reported by the
state-run news agency SANA, followed ac-
cusations by Human Rights Watch that Syrian
authorities were hiding hundreds of detainees
from the observers now in the country.

The New York-based group said the
detainees have been transferred to off-limits
military sites and urged the observers to insist
on full access to all sites used for detention.

HRW’s report, issued late Tuesday.
echoes charges made by Syrian opposition
members that thousands of detainees were
being transferred to military sites ahead of
the observers’ visit. Syrian officials have said
the Arab League monitors will have unre-
stricted access to trouble spots but will not
be allowed to visit sensitive military sites.

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

“Syria has shown it will stop at nothing
to undermine independent monitoring of its
crackdown,” said Sarah Leah Whitson, Mid-
dle East director at Human Rights Watch. She
said it was essential for the Arab League “to
draw clear lines” regarding access to detain-
ees, and be willing to speak out when those
lines are crossed. SANA said the prisoners re-
leased Wednesday did not include those with
“blood on their hands.”

Last month, Syrian authorities released
2,645 prisoners in three batches but activists
and critics say thousands more who were
picked up in the past months remain in jail.

The Arab observers kicked off their one
month mission in the violence-wracked coun-
try with a visit on Tuesday to Homs -- the first
time Syria has allowed outside monitors to the
city at the heart of the anti-government up-
rising. Homs-based activist Majd Amer said
members of the Syrian opposition wished to
reach the observers but didn’t know how.

“They are hostages in the hands of the
regime,” Amer said of the monitors. “They
are totally dependent on authorities to move
around, make calls and even to get their food
and drink,” he added in frustration.

In Washington, State Department spokes-
man Mark Toner demanded Svrian authorities
allow the monitors full access to the Syrian
people. “We expect that Arab League monitors
will be able to deplov and move freely within
Homs and other Syrian cities as protesters
peacefully gather,” Toner said Tuesday night.
He suggested the international community
“will consider other means to protect Syrian
civilians™ if authorities continued to resist the
Arab League efforts. Activists said four soldiers
were killed and 12 others wounded in the am-
bush Wednesday that targeted a joint military
and security convoy and that was carried out
by defectors in the southern province of Daraa.
The British-based Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights, which reported the ambush, also
said troops conducted raids and arrests in vil-
lages in the south, forcing residents who have
been on strike for almost three weeks to open
up their shops. Istanbul - Today's Zaman with wires
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Activists alarmed over Syria
monitors’ Sudanese head

CRITICS SAY AL DABI IS UNLI

London (Reuters) The choice
of a Sudanese general to
head an Arab League mis-
sion in Syria has alarmed ac-
tivists, who say Sudan's own
defiance of a war crimes
tribunal means the monitors
are unlikely to recommend
strong action against Syria's
Bashar Al Assad.

The Arab League says
Lieutenant-General Mus-
tafa Al Dabi brings vital
military and diplomatic ex-
pertise to its unprecedent-
ed mission to verify that Al
Assad is complying with a
deal to end Syria's crack-
down on protesters.

But some critics of Khar-
toum say it is all but impos-
sible to imagine a Sudanese
general ever recommending
strong outside intervention,
much less an international
tribunal, to respond to hu-
man rights abuses in a fel-
low Arab state.

Eric Reeves, a profes-
sor at Smith College in
Massachusetts, who stud-
ies Sudan and has written
strong criticisms of its gov-
ernment, said the choice
of a Sudanese general was
a sign the Arab League
might not want its moni-
tors to produce findings
that would force it to take
stronger action.

“There is a broader ques-
tion of why you would pick
someone to lead this inves-
tigation... when he is part
of an army that is guilty of
precisely the sort of crimes
that are being investigated
in Syria,” Reeves said.

“I think a Sudanese gener-
al would be one of the least
likely people in the world to
acknowledge these findings
even if they are right there
before him... It doesn’t make
ZJII}' sense unless you want
to shape the finding. They
want it shaped in ways that

KELY TO RECOMMEND STRONG AC

Gathering information
A video uploaded on YouTube shows a Syrian speaking with Al Dabi (right) during a

tour of Homs on Tuesday.

&

There is a broader question of why
you would pick someone to lead

this investigation ... when he is part
of an army that is guilty of precisely the
sort of crimes that are being investigated.”

will minimise the obligation
to do more than they already
have.”

Syrian opposition activ-
ists are reluctant to pub-
licly criticise a monitor-
ing mission in which they
have invested high hopes.
But several have private-
ly voiced concern over
whether a Sudanese mili-
tary man would be will-
ing or able to take a hard
stance towards Al Assad.

Al Dabi has held senior
Sudanese military and gov-
ernment posts, including

Professor Eric Reeves
Smith College, Massachusetts

in the Darfur region, where
the prosecutor of the In-
ternational Criminal Court
says the army carried out
war crimes and the United
Nations says 300,000 peo-
ple may have died.

Al Bashir indicted

Sudan’s President Omar
Al Bashir has been indicted
by the Hague-based 1CC
for genocide and crimes
against humanity. Khar-

's the accusations
are baseless and politically
motivated, and puts the

Darfur death toll at 10,000,

Al Dabi, 63, has flown to
Damascus to lead about 150
observers assessing whether
Syriais ending a nine-month
crackdown on protests, the
first foreign intervention on
the ground in unrest that the
UN says has seen 5000 peo-
ple killed.

He became head of Su-
dan’s military intelligence
in 1989, the day Al Bashir
took power in a coup, and
went on to head Sudan’s
foreign spy agency and
serve as deputy chief of
staff for military opera-
tions from 1996-99,

He has held at least four
positions related to Darfur,
including coordinator be-
tween Khartoum and inter-
national peacekeepers sent
in after rebels complaining
of political and economic
neglect took up arms in the
remote western region.

Jehanne Henry, Sudan

TION

=
SHOOTING

TROOPS
KILL THREE

Lebanese security officials say
Syrian troops opened fire at a
car that crossed illegally into
northem Lebanon, killing three
Lebanese men. The officials
spoke on condition of anonymity
in line with regulations.
The shooting came late
on Tuesday as Arab League
observers started a mission in
Syria aimed at stopping nine
months of bloody clashes during
an uprising against the regime.
Some Syrians have fled
to Lebanon, and Syria has
complained that weapons are
smuggled across its borders.

—AP

rescarcher at New York-
based Human Rights
Watch, said that as head
of Sudan’s military intelli-
gence in the 1990s, Al Dabi
“certainly would have been
in a position to know what
the security services were
doing at that time™.

“As we and others have
documented in reports
from that period, the se-
curity services were im-
plicated in serious human
rights violations such as
the arbitrary arrest and
detention of political activ-
ists and their ill treatment
and torture... He obviously
does not fit the profile as a
human rights monitor.”

—
~

ON THE WEB

» For updates amd more
pictures, log on to
www.gulfnews.com

The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Voltairenet.org




29

Jeudi 29 décembre 2011 / Thursday, December 29, 2011

Noendto

arnage

inSyria

Free hand urged for monitors

BEIRUT — Syrian security forces
opened fire on thousands of anti-
government protesters in the cen-
tral city of Hama on Wednesday
and killed at least six people, ac-
cording to activists, as Arab League
monitors on a mission to end the
regime’s crackdown on dissent vis-
ited another flashpoint city nearby.

Though Syria has made some
concessions to the monitors since
they began work on Tuesday, gov-
ernment forces have at the same
time been pressing ahead with at-
tempts to put down peaceful pro-
tests in Hama, Homs and other
parts of the country.

Activists said at least 39 people
have been killed by security forces
in the two days since the observers
arrived.

The government released 755
prisoners following a report by Hu-
man Rights Watch accusing au-
thorities of hiding hundreds of de-
tainees from the observers. It was
the second concession in two days
to the Arab League.

On Monday, the army pulled
some of its troops back from the
city of Homs after bombarding it
for days and killing scores of people.
It allowed the monitors to visit and
as they came, tens of thousands of
protesters poured into the streets,
chanting calls for the execution of
President Bashar Al Assad.

Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

World powers on Wednesday
warned Damascus not to hinder
the League mission aimed at re-
vealing the truth about a crack-
down on dissent.

Accusations that the regime was
trying to hide the facts from the
monitors were punctuated by
France, which claimed the team
was not being allowed to see what
was happening in Homs as repres-
sion continued there.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov also urged Syria to give the
observers maximum freedom as
they go about their mission. “We
constantly work with the Syrian
leadership calling on it to fully co-
operate with observers from the
Arab League and to create work
conditions that are as comfortable
and free as possible,” Lavrov said.

Human Rights Watch accused
the authorities of having “trans-
ferred perhaps hundreds of detain-
ees to off-limits military sites to
hide them from Arab monitors”.

“The Arab League should insist
on full access to all Syrian sites
used for detention, consistent with
its agreement with the Syrian gov-
ernment,” it said. — Agencies

> SEE ALSO PAGE 10

"

See Page 2
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Doubts raised over Sudanese
head of Arab mission in Syria

Dabi was part of an army that is accused of rights violations

Peter Graff

LONDON —The choice of a Suda-
nese general to head an Arab
League mission in Syria has
alarmed activ Sudan’s
owndefiance of a war crimes tribu-
nal means the monitors are un-
likely to recommend strong action
against Syria’s Bashar Al Assad.

The Arab League says Lieuten-
ant-General Mustafa Al Dabi
brings vital military and diplomat-
ic expertise to its unprecedented
mission to verify that Assad is
complying with a deal to end Syr-
ia’s crackdown on protesters.

But some critics of Khartoum say
it is all but impossible to imagine a
Sudanese general ever recom-
mending strong outside interven-
tion, much less an international
tribunal, torespond to humanrights
abuses in a fellow Arab state.

Eric Reeves, a professor at Smith
College in Massachusetts, who
studies Sudan and has written
strong criticisms of its government,
said the choice of a Sudanese gen-
eral was a sign the Arab League
might not want its monitors to pro-
duce findings that would force it to
take stronger action.

“There is a broader question of
why you would pick someone to
lead this investigation ... when he
is part of an army that is guilty of
precisely the sort of crimes that
are being investigated in Syria,”
Reeves said.

“Ithink a Sudanese general would
be one of the least likely people in
the world to acknowledge these
findings even if they are right there
before him... It doesn’t make any
sense unless you want to shape the
finding. They want it shaped in ways
that will minimise the obligation to
do more than they already have.”

Syrian opposition activists are
reluctant to publicly criticise a
monitoring mission in which they

Lebanese people protest over three civilians killed in the Wadi Khaled area in north Lebanon on
Wednesday. Syrian troops killed three Lebanese in a border area of Lebanon on Tuesday.—Reuters

have invested high hopes. But sev-
eral have privately voiced concern
over whether a Sudanese military
man would be willing or able to
take a hard stance towards Assad.

Dabi has held senior Sudanese
military and government posts, in-
cluding in the Darfur region, where
the prosecutor of the International
Criminal Court says the army car-
ried out war crimes and the United
Nations says 300,000 people may
have died.

Sudan’s President Omar Al
Bashir has been indicted by the
Hague-based ICC for genocide and
crimes against humanity. Khar-
toum says the accusations are base-
less and politically motivated, and
puts the Darfur death toll at
10,000.

Dabi, 63, has flown to Damascus
tolead about 150 observers assess-

The National (EAU / UAE)

people killed in
Syrian unrest,
according to UN

ing whether Syria is ending a nine-
month crackdown on protests, the
first foreign intervention on the
ground in unrest that the UN says
has seen 5,000 people Killed.

He became head of Sudan’s mil-
itary intelligence in 1989, the day
Bashir took power in a coup, and
went on to head Sudan’s foreign

Voltairenet.org

spy agency and serve as deputy
chief of staff for military operations
from 1996-99. He has held at least
four positions related to Darfur ,
including coordinator between
Khartoum and international peace-
keepers sent in after rebels com-
plaining of political and economic
neglect took up arms in the remote
western region.

He also served as Sudan’s ambas-
sador from 1999-2004 in Qatar,
the country which has taken the
lead in shaping the Arab League’s
unusually tough response to Syria.

Jehanne Henry, Sudan research-
er at New York-based Human
Rights Watch, said that as head of
Sudan’s military intelligence in the
1990s, Dabi “certainly would have
been in a position to know what
the security services were doing at
that time”. — Reuters
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From regional giantto a

Syria's influence once extended far and wide, but the
regime’s brutal response to peaceful pro-reform protests
prompted condemnation from the Arab League and
former allies, reports Phil Sands, Foreign Correspondent

DAMASCUS // For a month, almost
two, it looked as though 2011 was
goingto be a good year, even an casy
one, for the Syrian president, Bashar
AlAssad.

After a long boyeott, the United
States returned an ambassador to
Damascus in January, clevating Syr
ia’s standing on the international
st Then, after three-way talks
with allies Turkey and Qatar and a
Jointeffortwith regional powerhouse
Saudi Arabia, @ new prime minister
(o Syria’s liking was installed in Bei
e

The role of Damascus in settling
another round of the perpetual
Lebanon crisis served as a reminder
to the world, if one were needed, of
the influence wielded by the Syrian
president in the most hotly disputed
regioninthe world.

MrAlAssad managedall thiswhile
maintaining Syria’s longtime al
Hances with Iran, Hizbollah and
Hamas, and keeping the United
Nations special court investigating
the murder of Rafig Hariri, the UN
probeintoan alleged secret nuclear
siteand long-time antagonist Isracl
at bay.

Noteven the distant rumblings of
the Arab Spring seemed to trouble

the regime in Damascus. Indeed,
when the Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak, one of Syria‘s principal
bétes noires, was toppled, at least
one Syrian official lit up a cigar to
celebrate the fall of a vital US and
Israch ally.

The governments of Mr Mubarak
and Tunisia’s Zine El Abidine Ben
Aliwere different from his own, Mr
Al Assad said. They had lost touch
with their people and failed to re
form in time - two mistakes he had
not made.

As 2011 drawstoa close, that confi
denceis less evident.

Atleast 5,000 civilians and defect-
ing troops have been killed by se
curity forces, according to the UN,
an estimated 40,000 people are
in detention. Syrian authorities say
“terrorists” have Killed 2,000 sccu-
rity personnel.

In Homs, Hama, Idleb and Deraa,
war is raging. Government officials
blame “armed gangs”, while rights
groups and dissidents say opposi
tion groups are reluctantly taking
up weapons in self-defence after
months of regime brutality.

Similar conflicts are surfacing in
other provinees, including the trib
al cast and the sprawling suburbs

and declining rural areas surround
ing the capital.

Internationally, the Arab League
and Turkey have turned their backs
on their one-time friend, saving Da
mascus has used disproportionate
force against protesters and failed to
implement serious political reforms,
Even the Islamist movement Hamas
has moved to distance itself from its
patron

For Syria, it has been ayear of deep
ening divisions and new national
identity, of bravery, mourning and
optimism, of fear and the end of fear.
It has also been a time of profound
confusion, as political change ar-
rived in a place that for more than a
generation had lived with sameness.

In February, as that match flared at
the tip of that celebratory cigar, this
all seemed improbable. Yet even
then, there were signs the status quo
inSyriawas wobbly.

The previous month, the govern
ment abruptly reversed a key eco
nomic policy of phasing out vast, un-
affordable fuel subsidics and instead
raised fuel payouts for two million
public-scctar employecs.

Weeks later, import duties on sta
ple foods were cut to offset price
tises angering ordinary Syrians, and

handouts were announced for the
COUntry’s poor.

On the surface, such populist steps
appeared to be working, with two
calls for protesters to take to the
streets todemand reforms fizeled. A
planned “day of anger” outside par
liament on February 4 melted away
inawinter rain.

Experienced activists said the secu-
rity services had mocked themat the
timeover their failure to stage a demy-
onstration,

But they also d the huge mobi
lisation of secret police was proof
that the regime was as afraid of the
activists as the activists were afraid
of it

The same month, an MPstood up in
parliament and suggested draconin
emergency laws be reconsidered. For
48 years Syria had been governed un
der martial rules that suspended all
basic civil rights and put complete
power in the hands of the president.
The MPwas shouted down and told it
wasneither the time nor the place to
discuss a legal review.

Less than three weeks later, in early
March, the first anti-regime protests
took place. A dozen or so youths did
the previously unthinkable
the subversive slogan “God, Sy
Ereedom™ its public debutina busy
central market in Damascus. Until
then, the holy trinity had consisted of
God, Syria and Bashar.

Mcanwhile, the southern city of
Deraa had already begun to boil af-
ter a group of schoolchildren were
arrested for daubing Egyptinspired
pro-frecdom slogans on walls.

Instead of quiet warnings to their
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parents, the local security services
arrested the boys and tortured them,

Palite requests by their famil
and influential tribal leaders to free
them were rudely and arrog
dismissed and, on Friday, M;
the city marched to demand the chil-
dren’s freedom

Inresponse, seeurity forces shot live
ammunition into the crowds, killing
at least four people. The next day,
thousands took part in the funcral
processions, chanting for “revolu-
tion™. The uprising had begun.

The initial response by Syrian au
thorities to events in Deraa would
turn into a long-term recipe for
dealing with the unrest, cast the
demonstrators as foreign-backed
Islamic terrorists, not peace

ful reformers demanding basic
freedoms. Make limited political
concessions and promise much
more to come. Now and then, sack
an unpopular official.

Meanwhile, arrest protesters at the
slightest whim, and deploy the see
rity forces en masse, including the
army, to crush dissent with deadly
foree,
I'hat formula has failed to stop
the spiralling eyele of demonstra
tions and violence from spreading
throughout the country. To no avail,
Mr Al Assad lifted the emergency
law in April - a subject too sensi
tive to mention just two months
carlicr. It made no difference to the
behaviour of a security apparatus
accustomed to total impunity or to




pariah state

protesters, forwhom it was oo little
and wo late,

The victories of the security forces
have usually proved ephemeral, with
protests quickly returningto suppos-
edly pacified areas as soon as troops
withdrew,

Atyear'send, a frenzied mediawar
is being waged in which no event, no
fact, is undisputed. Syrian protesters
have become the reporters cover
ing their own revolution, producing
shocking images of violence and en

To a degree, Damascus has re
ned immune from the fires
elsewhere in the country.
Keen to avoid the glaring eye of the
international media, officials have
managed to prevent demonstrators

Cloek from bottom lef:

wise he
esident, Bashar Al Assad, and
ltn first Indv Asma AI mut

pro-regime protestor waves a Syrian
flag as he stands in front of portrait
of Bashar Al Assad in Damascus this
month.

P: AP Photo / Sana: Ricardo Garcla
lanowa | AFP; Adem Altan | AFP;
Reuters; Muzaffor Salma / AP Photo

from taking root ina central square.
That was Mubarak's mistake, they
said,

Nevertheless, there is division in
main suburbs of the capital, toc
where the bulk of the city's popula
tion resides. While crowds of presi-
dential supporters have turned out
at recent mass street rallies to shout
“The people want Bashar Al Assad,”
othergroups have marched o the cry
of *The peoplewant to wpple the re

me.”

" Despite the deepening bite of inter
national sanctions, Syria is not com
pletely isolated, Iran has stood e
ute, and Russia has given its Cold
war ally crucial diplomatic cover at
the UN Security Council.

Yet even Moscow’s patience could

be showing signs of wearing thin
it pushed a reluctant Damascus to
accept a team of observers to moni-
tor progress of an Arab League peace
plan.

Atrocities had scarred the yearand
atrocities closed it, with massacres
reported in the north and two huge
car bombs in Damascus opening a
new and dangerous chapter.

“One way or another a new Syria
is being v and nothing can
stop that,” as one Damascus resident
putit, “The trouble is the old Syriais
goingtotakealongtime to die.

B foreign.desk@thenational.ae

@ For more on SYRIA, visit
thenational.ae/topics
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Country may become
a proxy conflict amid
regional upheaval

Phil Sands

DAMASCUS // The Syrian authorities
the uprising - of fore ked
conspiracy, as they referto it - isall
but finished, with victory close at
hand.

In similar, optimistic fashion, op-
ponents of the regime have already
signed itsdeath certificate - the Unit-
edStates calling President Bashar Al
Assad “adead manwalk

While both procla nn.\u..m have
been hasty, 2012 should be the year
to prove which sideis right.

Almost 10 months of revolt have
ravaged the country, putting it at
war with itself. Syrian tanks are in
Syrian streets, and thousands of
peaple have been killed andwound-
cd. Tens of thousands have also fled
their homes, while many more lan-
guishin jail

1is difficult to imagine (although
notinconceivable)thatanotheryear
can pass in the same manner as the
last without something - either the
regime and its backers or the oppo
sition and their supporters - break
ing.

And that is what it will take. If
the previous months have shown
anything, it is that there will be no
compromise, no deal in which the
opposing factions meet halfway
and le their differ-
cnces. The struggle for Syria is an
all-or-nothing affair that will have
a victor d a vanquished. And
countless victims.

Sincere efforts have bee de
inside the country to broker a “third
way', to replace bloodletting with
politics. But those efforts were still
born, kicked aside as a naive fiction
by those who know the centre of a
wldron is no place for give-and-
take, open debate, power-shari
or partnership.

Outlook // Sanctions

The process of deciding who wins
and who loses Syria has already
been brutal and the violence is e
calating. The violence of the last two
weeks - massacres reported in the
rural battle zones and protest areas,
car bombs in Damascus - are surely
aharbingerof what is to come.

An already dirty conflict will get
dirtier - the nt has not been
reached. There will be more car
bombings, more arrests, murders,
kidnappings, assassinations and
unspeakable abuse.

the key question is what will
change to give one of the sides
the upper hand. For now there is

1 stalemate, neither faction able
o force defeat or surrender on the
other, but both are under immense
pressure.

The dying economy could playan
important role in shifting the bal
ance, yetitis unlikely to be decisive.
Authoritarian regimes tend to have

little trouble withstanding block:
ades, atleastfor a decade or so.

Defections from the army have
been increasing, and rebel soldiers
have been successful in attacking
loyalist units, although not to the
degree that the armed forces or se
curity branches are fundamentally
undermined. A shift here would be
critical.

While the regime has been a mod
ol of discipline and unity of pur
pose, the opposition has struggled
to organise and remains fractured.
It may yet break.

Ultimately itis international poli
tics that seems likely be the decid
ing factor, with the Syrian revolt no
naffair. The stakes are
much higher than merely who gets
to govern this beautiful but relative:
Iy poorcountry

Syria is now an arena for the kind
of proxy conflict that has long
choked neighbouring Lebanon.
Onone side are Iran, the Syrian re
gime, Hizbollah and, more loosely
butimportantly, Russia and China,
all happy to maintain the unravel
ling status quo. On the other are
the US, Isracl, Europe and the oil
rich nations of the Arabian Guif, all
hoping to clip Tehr
ing Damascus as the shears, before
itcan obtain nuclear weapons.

T'o what extent and exactly how
these various actors decide te
volve themscelves in Syria will de
pend in part on election year poli
tics in the US and Russia, both of
which have presidential votes in
2012. There may be important do
mestic political changes in Iran and
Saudi Arabia, too.

President Bashar Al Assad has
warned there will be an “carth-
quake” - a devastating regional war

i his regime falls. But he has also
insisted it will not come to that be-
cause his position is strong, his sup
porters steadfast, his allics unyield
ing. If he is wrong about the latter,
2012 may beto be theyearinwhich
his doomsday prediction is put to
the test.

¥ psands@thenational.ae

Economists say country should
brace for a financial collapse

Government analysts
defy prediction despite
its isolation and woes

Phil Sands

Foreig

DAMASCUS // Sy
gan 2011 in a strong state of health.
The International Monctary Fund
predicted moderate but meaning
ful growth, tourism receiptsat more
than USSS billion (Dh29.3bn) were
ata record high and set to rise, ex
ploration for new oil and gas ficlds
was under way

Multimillio llar international
investment projects had started, in
cluding much-needed upgrades to
dilapidated infrastructure.

The bullish optimism of Syria
monied classes was symbolised in
the huge double tower block project
under way in the centre of town: a
high-tech steel and glass master
picce for one of the world’s most
ancient cities. A vast excavation
was dug out for the foundations,
surrounded by billboards showing
President Bashar Al Assad's face
alongside the slogan “Together we
build™.

But work has stopped, leavin
an enormous empty hole in the
ground. If past unfinished Syrian
building projects were an indicator,
it may stay that way for many years
-a perfect symbol of the current
lppm-' the nation,

. the posters of Mr Al As
sad have .llw been covered by the
authorities, replaced by images of
the Syrian flag.

Ihere was always someth
ceiving in such glittering projects,
aswell 3s the proliferation of Beirut
style upmarket caf
in the richer parts of town and the
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Porsche and Range Rover dealer
\l|||)s.

Thewellconnected elite never had
it s0 good. But the poor were sliding
deeper into poverty, passed over
by the brave new world of a mar
nomy and buried beneath a
fandslide of corruption.
ppling drought pushed more
n a million farmers and their
familics off the land and tens of
thousands were suffering from mal
nutrition. It was a disaster the au
thorities preferred not to acknowl
edge and their failure to act surcly
playeda roleinthe uprising.

Itis no coincidence that the prov
inces and slum-like neighbour
hoods around major cities revolted.
How could a million impoverished
refugees and wiped-out farming
communities be anything butangry
at the authorities who had turned
theirbacks on them in their time of
greatestneed?

As the upnisii ined momentum
through the year and the violence
grew, the most profitable arcas of
the tourism sector evaporated, with
only low-spending Iranian pilgrims
left.

Economic sanctions have hithard,
most significantly the isolation of
banks and European bans on the
small but crucial oil sector - oil and
toutism accounted for more tha
S12bn of Syria's approximately
$50bn gross domestic product.

Fuel shortages and long power
cuts are routine across the country,
unemployment has soared to 30 pee
centaccording to officials, while the
syrian pound has lost 30 per cent
ofits v nst the US dollar,
driving up the prices of the cheap
imports that have all but wiped out
Syria’s own uncompetitive manu-
facturing industrics

Rapid inflation has croded the
spending power of public-sector
employees who were already just

scraping by. State overtime pay
ments have been stopped and many
stalf confess to turning up atwork
largely to drink tea and enjoy the
warmth of a heated building after
freczing nights athome, ratherthan
to do anything productive.

teuts mean that even that
small luxury may end

Independent Syrian cconomists
are now more inclined to ask not
if the final collapse will come, but
when and inwhat form.

Officials and pro-government an
alysts have looked hard for a silver
lining. They claim Syria has weath
ered cconomic isolation before
and will do so once again, thanks
to self-sufficiency in basic food
stuffs and help from international
fricnds such as Iran, Russia and
neighbouring Iraq.

There have even been optimistic
declarations that the economic in
cineration will leave behind a fer
tile ground for renewal; that Syrian
industries will rise from the ashes

although businessmen have been
surreptitiously moy heir money
abroad, rather than paving to mod-
emise factories at home,

Then there is the strategic resery
of hard currency, a foundatio:
stone for the regime to fall back o
September’s panic measures to b
imports and save precious US dy
lars did nothing to shore up cdp
nee that the government wi:
being honest invaluing its fundsa
S18bn - Syrian economic data hefd
ing notoriously disreputable - i
whatever does remain of the rescrods
should be enough to see the counld
try through several more mnmh\ 8
hardship.

At bestthat will be a temporary
pricve, Syrian cconomistswarn, TH
money will run out in the ¢nd alg
whathappens then?

g
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"Nscjfhing
frightening’ seen

Arab League monitors
checking if Syria is ending
amilitary crackdown on
popular unrest said they saw
“nothing frightening” in
an initial visit to the protest
hotbed of Homs, although a
longer investigation would be
needed.

Given the brief and
limited nature of the moni-
tors’ tour on Tuesday, the
comment by their chief may
alarm opposition activists
who fear the mission could
end up cloaking Damascus
in respectability, whitewash-
ing President Bashar al-
Assad’s record.

Global Times (Chine / China)

Voltairenet.org



35

Jeudi 29 décembre 2011 / Thursday, December 29, 2011

» Syria urged to give observers free hand

‘No clashes’ seen in Homs

Arab League monitors checking
if Syria is ending a military crack-
down on popular unrest said they
saw “nothing frightening” in an
initial visit to the protest hotbed of
Homes.

“Some places looked a bit of a
mess but there was nothing fright-
ening,” Sudanese General Mustafa
Dabi, chief of the monitoring con-
tingent, told Reuters by telephone
from Damascus.

“The situation seemed reassur-
ing so far,” he said yesterday after
his team’s foray into the city of 1
million people, the epicenter of
anti-government upheaval inspired
by the fall of several other Arab au-
tocrats in uprisings this year.

“Yesterday was quiet and there
were no clashes. We did not see
tanks but we did see some armored
vehicles. But remember this was
only the first day and it will need
investigation. We have 20 people
who will be there for a long time,”
Dabi added.

Monitors were paying a second

visit to Homs yesterday and also
go for the first time to the city of
Hama, another hotspot of unrest,
the Idlib region on the northwest
border with Turkey, and Deraa in
the south, the cradle of the nine-
month-old revolt.

However, activists charged that
the army had pulled back heavy
armor from the Homs flashpoint
neighborhood of Baba Amro ahead
of Tuesday’s visit by the monitors,
accusing the regime of deception.

More bloodshed was also report-
ed yesterday, where army defectors
killed at least four soldiers in the
southern province of Daraa, ac-
cording to the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights.

Activists say about a third of the
estimated 5,000 people killed in
unrest in Syria since March died
in Homs. But President Bashar al-
Assad says he is fighting an insur-
gency by armed terrorists who have
killed 2,000 soldiers and police.

Dabi’s comments came as Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-

Voltairenet.org

rov urged Syria to give the observ-
ers maximum freedom as they go
about their mission in the violence-
wracked country.

“We constantly work with the
Syrian leadership calling on it to
fully cooperate with observers from
the Arab League and to create work
conditions that are as comfortable
and free as possible,” Lavrov said
yesterday.

France yesterday also com-
plained that Arab League observers
have not been allowed to determine
the real situation in Homs.

“The Arab League observers
must be allowed to return without
delay to this martyr city, to travel ev-
erywhere in it freely and to have the
necessary contact with the public,”
Valero said.

Syria’s state television yesterday
flashed news that Syria has freed
755 people detained in the unrest
“whose hands were not stained
with Syrian blood.”

Reuters — AFP





