Die atlantischen Medien
verurteilen die Beobachter der
Liga ohne sin anzuhoren
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30. Dezember 2011

Die internationale und die Golf Presse berichten von der Mission der Beobachter der
arabischen Liga, einzig auf die Beschuldigungen des syrischen Observatoriums der
Menschenrechte (Londoner Biiro der Muslimbriider) gestiitzt. Die Armee wiirde
friedliche Demonstranten téten und wiirde weiterhin es so machen trotz der
Gegenwart der Beobachter.

Im Vorhersehen ihrer méglichen Verweigerung des Abschlussaktes verfolgen gewisse
Medien die Kampagne gegen den Direktor der arabischen Liga.

Kein Medium hat den Beobachtern auf Ort gefolgt, noch sie befragt. Keines spricht
von Kdmpfen zwischen der reguliren Armee und den Terror Gruppen, von der
derzeitigen Geiselnahme, und auch nicht von der Vermittlung der Beobachter.

* Die Neue Ziircher Zeitung (Schweiz) bemerkt die Verdidchtigung der deutschen
Regierung gegeniiber dem syrischen Botschafter in Berlin. Er steht unter Anklage, in
seiner Wohnung einen griinen gewéhlten Offiziellen zusammengeschlagen zu haben,
der Mitglied des syrischen National Rates ist.

 Jay Bushinsky bemerkt im Jerusalem Post, dass es fiir Israel schwierig wire zu
verweigern, den Golan einer neuen syrischen, mit einem Nimbus umgebenen
Regierung, die Bachar el-Assad gestiirzt hat, zuriickzugeben. Tel Aviv enthilt sich
also die laufende Revolution zu unterstiitzen, selbst wenn das israelische Volk sie mit
Sympathie betrachtet.
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Le Figaro (France)

Syrie: le lourd
passé du chef
des enquéteurs

Le général soudanais Mohammed
al-Dabi, qui dirige la mission de la Ligue
arabe, aurait créé des milices au Darfour.

PIERRE PRIER

PROCHE-ORIENT Comment la Ligue
arabe a-t-elle pu nommer un tel chef a
la téte de ses observateurs en Syrie ? Au
bout de seulement trois jours, le général
soudanais Mohammed al-Dabi concen-
tre les critiques des ONG et des gouver-
nements occidentaux. Mercredi, au len-
demain d’une visite éclair de quelques
heures a Homs, au cceur de la répression
du régime, le général était rentré satis-
fait : « La situation n’arien d’effrayant »,
avait-il déclaré, précisant tout de
méme : « la ol nous étions ». Précaution
de langage indispensable : les forces de
sécurité avaient tiré non loin de la sur
des manifestants.

<« La Chine se félicite des
enquétes objectives de

la Ligue arabe en Syrie »
UN PORTE-PAROLE DU GOUVERNEMENT

Les félicitations de Pékin, principal
allié du gouvernement syrien, ne vont
pas faire remonter la crédibilité de la Li-
gue arabe. « La Chine se félicite des en-
quétes objectives de la Ligue arabe en Sy-
rie », a déclaré hier un porte-parole du
ministere des Affaires étrangeres.

Le général n’est pas un inconnu pour
le gouvernement chinois, qui soutient

aussi Khartoum. Nommeé chef des servi-
ces de renseignement le jour du coup
d’Etat de 1989, il fut dés lors en premiere
ligne de la lutte contre 'opposition in-
terne, sous l'influence de I'idéologue is-
lamiste Hassan al-Tourabi. C’est I’épo-
que des prisons secretes, des lieux de
détention non répertoriés ou les oppo-
sants sont tortures.

Mohammed al-Dabi occupera ensuite
plusieurs fonctions, dont I'une au Dar-
four, la province rebelle, théatre d’une
guerre ethnique qui a valu au président
soudanais Omar el-Béchir, toujours en
fonction, des inculpations de la Cour pé-
nale internationale (CPI) pour crimes de
guerre, crimes contre ’humanité et gé-
nocide.

Des villages pillés

Le général al-Dabi n’est pas inculpé par
la CPL En ce qui concerne le Darfour, il
est surtout connu pour son role de négo-
ciateur avec les principaux groupes re-
belles ces derniéres années. Mais il avait
déja été en poste dans la région rebelle,
et dans un tout autre role, écrivent les
spécialistes du Soudan Julie Flint et Alex
De Waal dans leur livre Darfur : a New
History of a Long War. Selon eux, Mo-
hammed al-Dabi a été I'un des créateurs
des Janjawids, ces milices composées
d’Arabes ou d’Africains formées par le
gouvernement soudanais pour lutter
contre les tribus révoltées. En fé-
vrier 1999, quatre ans avant que les
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Des manifestants brandissent une caricature montrant le chef de la mission
de la Ligue arabe, le Soudanais Mohammed al-Dabi, serrant la main de Bachar el-Assad
lors d’'une manifestation contre le régime, le 25 décembre, a Kafranbel. rReuTERS

troubles endémiques ne dégénerent en
guerre civile, Mohammed al-Dabi dé-
barque a Al-Guenina, capitale de la pro-
vince du Soudan-Ouest, «avec
120 hommes et deux hélicopteres de com-
bat », écrivent les auteurs, citant le gou-
verneur local. Le général distribue de
P’argent a des chefs locaux qui se met-
tent a ravager les villages de Masalit, la
principale ethnie de la région, dans le
sillage de Parmée : « Les militaires dé-
sarmaient les villages, et deux jours apres
les Janjawids pillaient. »

Le général a nié, tout en admettant
aupres des auteurs qu’il avait employé la
maniere forte pour encourager les Ma-
salit a rentrer dans le rang : « Quand ils
trainaient les pieds, je les menacais d’em-

ployer les armes. » La nomination a la
téte de la mission d’observation en Syrie
d’un Soudanais, et plus particulierement
de Mohammed al-Dabi, est d’autant
plus dommageable pour la Ligue arabe
qu’il s’agit pour elle d’une premiere, née
des « printemps arabes ». Jamais 1’or-
ganisation n’avait été mandatée pour
vérifier sil'un de ses membres réprimait
son peuple.

La Ligue n’avait pas de marge de
manceuvre, plaide un diplomate: «II
fallait un militaire expérimenté, qui ne
vienne pas d’un pays proche, ni d’un Etat
ayant un contentieux avec la Syrie. »
Hier, onze civils ont été tués, dont six
dans deux villes visitées par les enqué-
teurs arabes, Douma et Hama. m
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Le Monde (France)

Lelivredujour

Lejeudelélite religieuse

uarante années de régime
Q autoritaire ont jeté sur la

société syrienne unvoile opa-
que. Parce qu'une insurrectionisla-
miste armée a été écrasée dans le
sang en 1982 par le pére du prési-
dent syrien Bachar Al-Assad, Hafez,
la question de l'islam politique a
longtemps compté parmi les plus
grands tabous du pays, alimentant
les fantasmes. L'intérét de 'ouvra-
ge consacré par I'universitaire Tho-
mas Pierret a la relation complexe
entretenue par la dynastie Assad
avec les oulémas syriens n'en est
que plus grand.
Baas et islam en Syrie,
ladynastie Assad face
auxoulémas
Thomas Plerret
PUF, 330 pages, 29€

Rien ne prédisposait un pouvoir
fondé sur une minorité religieuse
(alaouite) et rurale a s'entendre
avec une €lite sunnite, majoritaire
et urbaine. Mais, comme le montre
'ambivalence d'un pouvoir en
apparence laique mais soucieuxen
réalité du pouvoir symbolique déte-
nu parle « clergé syrien », a rebours
de la vision récurrente d'un islam
dépourvu de hiérarchies, les oulé-
mas ont toujours constitué pour
lui un véritable enjeu. Comme le
montre 'ouvrage, les connivences
entretenues avec des figures aussi
centrales que le cheik Said Rama-
dan Al-Bouti ou le mufti Salah
Ed-Din Kaftaro en témoignent.

Ce pouvoir religieux est loin
d’étre uniforme et encore moins
résumé a la confrérie des Fréres
musulmans, défaitedanslesangily
atrente ans et chassée hors de Syrie
augrand profit del'islam officiel. Ce
pouvoir se subdivise au contraire
entre écoles juridiques classiques,
entre traditions soufies et «réveil »

salafiste, entre prédicateurs bienen
cour et imprécateurs poussés a
I'exil. Cette multiplicité explique
les batailles fratricides qui ont été
livrées par le passé par les hommes
defoi, etle régimebaasiste enajoué
en virtuose. Il a desserré sa férule
lorsqu'il était en situation difficile,
comme entre2004 et 2005, pour
mieux affermir un contréle strict
sur ce contre-pouvoir potentiel une
fois tiré d'embarras.

L'une des lecons tirées de son
enquéte minutieuse par Thomas
Pierret conduit a relativiser la dose
de terreur utilisée par ce régime
pour imposer son ordre a des
savants professant le conservatis-
me.llmontre eneffetcombienl'ob-
session de défendre des intéréts
catégoriels a pu conduire certains
de ces oulémas a négocier avec le
pouvoir afin de maintenir leur pré
carré.

Le parcours historique érudit
auquel nous invite I'auteur instille
une dose raisonnable de complexi-
tédansl'équationdelacrise quetra-
verse le régime et qui explique que
certaines mosquées soient deve-
nues des relais de la contestation, a
Deraa, voire a Damas, alors que
d'autres sont restées fidéles au pou-
voir. Cette divisionavaleurd'ensei-
gnement. Alors que le régime ne
cesse de réduire le soulévement
auxagissementsde salafistes mani-
pulés par des ennemis du régime
(I'Arabie saoudite), la part de l'is-
lamisme politique dansla contesta-
tion du régime reste difficile a éva-
luer mais demeure modeste. Entre
cautionet dénonciationdurégime,
la palette des attitudes adoptées
parles oulémasréponda celle dela
société syrienne tout entiére, qui
estdansl'attente del'instant fatidi-
que qui la fera définitivement bas-
culerdansl'unoul'autre camp.®

GILLES PARIS
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Tote in Syrien trotz Beobachtern

Opposition: Wo sind sie? / Delegationschef bittet um Zeit

cheh. FRANKFURT, 29. Dezember. In
Syrien setzt das Regime trotz der Anwe-
senheit von Beobachtern der Arabischen
Liga die blutige Niederschlagung der Pro-
teste fort. Nach Angaben von Oppositi-
onsaktivisten wurden dabei mehr als 20
Personen getotet, vor allem in Regionen,
die von den Beobachtern besucht wur-
den, darunter ein Vorort der Hauptstadt
Damaskus. Dort eroffneten Soldaten am
Donnerstag das Feuer auf Zehntausende
Demonstranten. Dabei wurden nach An-
gaben von Oppositionsaktivisten mindes-
tens vier Personen getdtet. Ganz in der
Nahe hatten Mitglieder der Beobachter-
mission der Arabischen Liga ein stadti-
sches Gebaude besucht, sagte Rami Abd
al Rahman von der in London ansassigen
Syrischen Beobachtungsstelle fiir Men-
schenrechte.

Die syrische Opposition kritisierte den
sudanesischen Leiter der Beobachtermis-
sion. General Muhammad al Dabbi habe
dem repressiven Regime des sudanesi-
schen Prisidenten Omar al Baschir ge-
dient. Gegen Baschir liegt ein Haftbefehl
des Internationalen Strafgerichtshofs in
Den Haag wegen Volkermordes und Ver-
brechen gegen die Menschlichkeit in Dar-
fur vor. Al Dabbi ist ein Vertrauter Ba-
schirs und leitete einst den sudanesischen
Geheimdienst. Vor allem Bemerkungen
Dabbis uber die Lage in der Stadt Homs,
die seit zwei Wochen von der Armee be-
schossen wird, hatten Emporung unter
den Regimegegnern hervorgerufen. Der
sudanesische General war nach einem Be-
such in der Stadt mit der Aussage zitiert
worden, dass er dort nichts ,Bedngstigen-
des“gesehen habe. Sheikh Anas Airut

vom Nationalrat der syrischen Oppositi-
on sagte der Deutschen Presse-Agentur
am Telefon, diese Einschitzung sei ,sehr
enttauschend”. Das Assad-Regime spiele
allen etwas vor. ,Das ist eine Tragodie.”
Dabbi wiederum bat die Oppositions-
aktivisten um mehr Zeit, bevor die Ar-
beit der Beobachter kritisiert werde, wie
die Deutsche Presse-Agentur aus dem
Umfeld der Delegation erfuhr. Die arabi-

Muhammad al Dabbi im Portrit,
Zeitgeschehen, Seite 10

schen Beobachter wollten im Laufe des
Tages noch Hama sowie die ebenfalls um-
kimpften Provinzen Daraa und Idlib be-
suchen.

In Hama versuchten Menschen nach
Angaben von Oppositionellen in direkten
Kontakt mit der Delegation zu treten.
.Die Menschen hoffen wirklich darauf,
mit ihnen zu sprechen®, sagte ein Aktivist
nach einem Bericht der Nachrichtenagen-
tur Reuters. Am Donnerstag wurden dort
kurz vor Ankunft der Beobachter vier Per-
sonen getotet. Auch in Idlib, wo die Beob-
achter nach Angaben des Staatsfernse-
hens spiter eintreffen sollten, wurden
zwei Demonstranten durch Schiisse der Si-
cherheitskrafte getdtet. Hier zeigten sich
Bewohner enttduscht, dass sie nicht mit
den Beobachtern zusammentreffen konn-
ten. ,Wo sind sie? Wir haben uns gut vor-
bereitet und Zeugenaussagen, dokumen-
tierte Todesfille und Schauplitze von Gra-
natbeschuss, die wir zeigen kdnnen. Aber
die Beobachter fehlen®, sagte ein Aktivist.

Revue de presse Syrie / Voltairenet.org / Syria Press Review



Vendredi 30 décembre 2011, #19, p.5 / Friday, December 30, 2011, #19, p. 5

Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Muhammad AL DABBI Foto AFP

Umstritten

In Homs sah man, wie ihn oppositio-
nelle Demonstranten mit ihren Klagen
liber das Vorgehen der syrischen Ar-
mee so sehr bedrangten, dass es dem
General alles andere als recht zu sein
schien. Sein {iber den Fernsehschirm
verbreiteter unwirscher Gesichtsaus-
druck zeigte es. Nun muss man aller-
dings zugeben, dass er fiir eine Mission
verantwortlich zeichnet, die man nicht
gerade als Traumjob charakterisieren
kann: Muhammad Ahmad Mustafa al
Dabbi leitet jene Beobachterkommissi-
on, die im Auftrag der Arabischen Liga
dazu beitragen soll, das in einen ausge-
wachsenen Birgerkrieg hineinschlit-
ternde Syrien ,zu befrieden”. Augen-
blicklich befinden sich 60 Beobachter
im Land, insgesamt sollen es 150 wer-
den. Urspriinglich hatte die Arabische
Liga sogar an 500 gedacht, worauf sich
Prasident Baschar al Assad jedoch
nicht einlassen wollte. Es ist schwer
denkbar, dass sich so wenige Beobach-
ter in einem Land wie Syrien, das im-
merhin mehr als 20 Millionen Einwoh-
ner hat, einen umfassenden und zutref-
fenden Eindruck von den Verhiltnis-
sen machen kdnnen.

Nabil al Arabi, der Generalsekretir
der Liga, hat General Dabbi indes ge-
lobt: Er habe so viel militérische Erfah-
rung, dass er .der rechte Mann am
rechten Platz" sei. Die Menschen-
rechtsorganisation Human Rights
Watch sieht das vollig anders: Die |Er-
fahrung" al Dabbis bestehe unter ande-
rem in seiner Rolle in der sidwestsuda-
nesischen Unruheprovinz Darfur, wo
in den vergangenen Jahren etwa
300000 Menschen Opfer genozidarti-
ger Gewalt geworden seien. Fiir die
Menschenrechtsorganisation hat man
da den Bock zum Gértner gemacht.

Tatsdchlich gilt al Dabbi als ein alter
Vertrauter von Omar al Baschir, dem
sudanesischen Staatschef, dem man in
Den Haag Volkermord vorwirft und
deshalb einen Haftbefehl gegen ihn
ausgestellt hat. Seit der Etablierung
des islamistischen Regimes Baschir in
Khartum im Jahre 1989 war General al
Dabbi als Chef des militarischen Ge-
heimdienstes tdtig, zwischen 1996 und
1999 dann als Generalstabschef, bevor
man ihn bis zum Jahre 2004 als Bot-
schafter in das Emirat Qatar entsand-
te. Jetzt ist er 63 Jahre alt. Den bisher
in Syrien eingetroffenen Beobachtern
traut die syrische Opposition nicht
iiber den Weg: und auch dem General
nicht. Das alles sei ein Spiel mit dem
Ziel, die Offentlichkeit zu tauschen.

In Washington mahnt man zu Ge-
duld. Man solle erst einmal abwarten,
wie die Mission insgesamt verlaufe,
nicht vorschnell urteilen, hiel es. Ge-
neral al Dabbi soll erreichen, dass die
Gewalt gegen Zivilisten eingestellt
wird, dass sich die syrische Armee aus
den Stddten zurlickzieht und dass die
politischen Gefangenen freigelassen
werden. In Homs, der drittgrofiten
Stadt des Landes, einem Zentrum des
Widerstandes, konnte der General erle-
ben, dass Zigtausende sofort auf die
Stralde gingen und gegen Baschar al As-
sad demonstrierten, kaum dass die Pan-
zer sich zuriickgezogen hatten. Andern-
orts werden die Beobachter auf Gegen-
demonstranten stofen; die Sorge, dass
der Mission al Dabbis nicht gentgend
Spielraum eingerdumt werden konnte,
ist berechtigt.

WOLFGANG GUNTER LERCH
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Beobachter in Syrien
erproben ihre Mission

Besuch neuer Unruhegebiete am Donnerstag

Die arabischen Beobachter
haben am Donnerstag Hama,
Daraa und die Peripherie von
Damaskus aufgesucht. Sie haben
grosse Erwartungen geweckl,

Jiirg Bischoff, Beirut

Nach Homs haben die Beobachter der
Arabischen Liga am dritten Tag ihrer
Mission zur Durchsetzung cines Frie-
densplans in Syrien weitere Hochbur-
gen des Aufstands gegen das Asad-
Regime besucht. Bei ihren Nachfor-
schungen in Homs wurden die Beob-
achter von Einwohnern bestiirmt, die
ihnen ihre verzweifelte Lage schildern
wollten. Angesichts ihrer geringen Zahl
und der Ausdehnung der aufstiindi-
schen Gebiete diirften die Beobachter
nur langsam cin realistisches Bild der
Verhiltnisse in Syrien gewinnen.

Belagerte Beobachter

Der Chef der Beobachtermission, der
Sudanese Mohammed Dabi, hatte am
Mittwochmorgen den Zom der Opposi-
tion mit dem Kommentar geweckt, die
Lage am ersten Tag ihres Besuchs sei
ruhig gewesen und es habe keine Zu-
sammenstosse gegeben, Das traf wahr-
scheinlich fiir das Stadtzentrum zu, wo
die Delegation Gespriiche mit Behir-
den fihrte, Viele Syrien-Reisende er-
zihlen von Stidten, Quarticren und Ge-
bieten, in denen nichts vom Aufstand zu
bemerken ist, auch wenn Videobilder
von anderen, oft nicht weit entfernten
Orten von Demonstrationen, Zusam-
menstissen und Gewalt zeugen.

Videos, die oppositionelle Aktivisten
auf Youtube verdffentlichten, zeigen
aber, dass die Beobachter am Mittwoch
mehrere Quartiere von Homs besucht
haben, dic unter der Gewalt gelitten
hatten. Ganze Strassenziige sind von
Hiusern gesiumt, die von Maschinen-
gewehr- und Granatenbeschuss schwer
beschidigt sind. Aus cinigen Aufnah-
men geht hervor, dass wiihrend des Be-
suchs der Delegationen Schiisse erton-
ten. Beobachtern wurde auch die Lei
che eines Kindes gezeigt, das angeblich
kurz zuvor erschossen worden war,

Oft wurden die Delegationen von
Menschen belagert, die ithre Not und ihr

Leiden schildern wollten und die auch
angehort wurden, Ein Video zeigt cinen
Aktivisten, der sich bei cinem der Beob-
achter beklagt, dass deren Anwesenheit
die Einwohner von Homs nicht vor der
Gewalt der Sicherheitskrifte schiitze.
Der Angesprochene erklin, sie scien
erst drei Tage im Land, bittet den Kriti-
ker um Geduld und versichert, sie wir-
den jeden Zwischenfall registrieren.

Aufstiindische mobilisiert

Die arabische Beobachtermission hat
bei den Einwohnem der aufstindischen
Giebiete wohl @ibertricbene Hoffnungen
geweckt. Die Opferzahlen, die von den
lokalen  Koordinationskomitees  des
Aufstands in den vergangenen Tagen
mit tiglich mehreren Dutzend ange-
geben wurden, sind am Mittwoch auf 14
gefallen, erreichten am Donnerstag aber
wieder iber 30. Eine Beruhigung der
Lage kann die Mission nur erreichen,
wenn ihre Beobachter in den Brenn-
punkten dauernd anwesend sind und
zwischen den beiden Seiten vermitteln.

Dic Anwesenheit der Beobachter
scheint auch cine Mobilisierung der
Aufstiindischen zu bewirken, wie grosse
Demonstrationen in Homs und Hama
am Dienstag zeigten. Am Donnerstag
versammelten sich Tausende von De-
monstranten im Zentrum von Duma,
ciner Stadt nahe bei Damaskus, um auf
dic arabischen Beobachter zu warten.
Sicherheitskrifte schossen auf die Men-
ge und téteten laut der in London ansds-
sigen syrischen Beobachtungsstelle fur
Menschenrechte sichen Personen. Wei-
tere Delegationen der Mission sollten
Hama und Daraa besuchen.

Uberfall auf Armeekonvoi

Die staatliche Nachrichtenagentur Sana
meldete den Uberfall ciner Gruppe Be-
waffneter auf ein Dorf der Provinz
Hama, bei dem acht Familienmitglieder
getotet und finf entfihrt worden scien,
sowie den Tod von zehn Polizisten und
Soldaten in Homs, in den Aussenbezir-
ken von Damaskus und in der Provinz
Daraa. Am Mittwoch wurde ¢in Video
aul Youtube veroffentlicht, das cinen
Angriff von Rebellen auf cinen Armee-
konvoi in Daraa zeigt, bei dem vier Sol-
daten getdtet worden sein sollen.
International, Seite 5
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Mas muertos en
Siria ante los ojos
de la Liga Arabe

= Al menos 21 personas
murieron ayer en Siria,
tiroteadas por la policia y
el ejército en ciudades
que estaban siendo visita-
das por los observadores
de la Liga Arabe. Dece-
nas de miles de personas
salieron a la calle en Ha-
ma y Duma para recibir a
los observadores, pero
fueron dispersadas por
los tiradores de élite
apostados en las azoteas.
Seis murieron en Hama y
cuatro en Duma, un su-
burbio de Damasco, don-
de la poblacion, segun el
Observatorio Sirio de los
Derechos Humanos (OS-
DH), ha ocupado la gran
plaza de la Mezquita. A
los observadores también
se les esperaba en Idlib,
donde murieron cinco
personas, pero no se deja-
ron ver, segun relataron
varios vecinos. El desplie-
gue de las fuerzas de se-
guridad sirias es masivo
alli donde van los obser-
vadores, que no pueden
mantener ningun contac-
to con la poblacion. Un
grupo de opositores en
Idlib habia preparado,
segun el OSDH, un infor-
me sobre las victimas y
los bombardcos, pero no
encontraron a ningun
enviado de la Liga Arabe
a quien hacérselo llegar.
La mision evidencia sus
grandes limitaciones.
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Exército de Bashar al-Assad mata 21 pessoas
apesar da presenca dos observadores na Siria

Ana Gomes Ferreira

O que estao os delegados a
ver e o que vao fazer coma
informacao? A oposicao e os
analistas dizem que a missao
fracassou e que a Liga Arabe
deve passar o testemunho

® Asforgas de seguranga sirias mata-
ram ontem 21 pessoas, anunciou o Ob-
servatorio Sirio dos Direitos Humanos.
A continuagio da violéncia, enquanto
no terreno estio observadores da Liga
Arabe, levou os comentadores a consi-
derarem que a missio ja é um fracasso.

De manhi, os observadores parti-
ram para trés cidades ~ Hama (se
mortos e virios feridos que foram de-
tidos no hospital), Deraa e Idilb (cinco
mortos). O seu objectivo ¢ verificar,
No Lerreno, se a repressio contra os
manifestantes anti-regime acabou e se
as armas e os soldados estio a ser reti-
rados das cidades, como prometera o
Presidente, Bashar al-Assad.

Desde que a missdo chegou ao pa-
is, na terca-feira, mais de 50 pessoas
morreram na Siria - ao todo, ja mor-
reram mais de cinco mil pessoas na
repressio do regime contra os mani-
festantes e nos confrontos entre as
for¢as da ordem e os grupos armados
de oposigio. Pelo que a pergunta é: o

4
-~ &

HANDOUT; REUTERS

Protestos contra Assad oi missio d.: Liga Arabe

que estio os delegados da Liga Arabe
aver? Os governos dos Estados Unidos
e de Franca disseram recear que os
observadores nio tenham liberdade
de movimentos.

“As pessoas esperavam chegar a
eles, mas nido temos aceso a equi-
pa”, disse a Reuters um activista de
Hama, Abu Hisham. Segundo a Reu-
ters, a partir de informagoes recolhi-
das nesta cidade, os delegados drabes
chegaram a Hama rodeados de um
grande aparato de seguranca, tendo
os homens de Assad disparado para

dispersar milhares de manifestantes.

Tudo indica que as forgas do Gover-
no de Damasco tentaram evitar uma
repeticio do que aconteceu, na quar-
ta-feira, em Homs. Aqui, a multidio
conseguiu rodear os observadores;
um homem chegou-se a eles com uma
crian¢a morta nos bracos. O New York
Times reuniu alguns dos videos desse
momento debaixo de um titulo: “Ob-
servadores confrontados com raiva,
tiroteios € uma crianga morta.” Sao
dificeis de ver: http://thelede.blogs.
nytimes.com/2011/12/28/observers-

confronted-with-anger-gunshots-and-
a-dead-child-in-syria/

“A missao nao tem qualquer man-
dato, autoridade ou garra”, disse Au-
sama Monajed, do Conselho Nacional
Sirio. E 0 maior grupo de oposi¢io e
defendeu ontem a criagio de uma zo-
na de exclusio aérea sobre a Siria que
proteja os manifestantes € uma missao
das Nag¢oes Unidas no terreno.

Na terga-feira, o chefe da missao
arabe, o general sudanés Mustafa al-
Dabi ~ que apoiou a chegada ao poder
do Presidente sudanés, Omar Bashir,
acusado de genocidio em Darfur; o ge-
neral é considerado um dos respon-
sdveis pela morte de 300 mil pessoas
nesta regiao -, disse nio ter visto “si-
tuagoes preocupantes”.

A frase, dita ao fim de quatro hor
noterreno, motivou os analistas a con-
siderarem a missio morta i nascenga

ou porque nao tem condigdes para
realizar a tarefa, ou porque nio a quer
desempenhar devidamente,

Alguns dizem mesmo que o fa-
lhango da Liga Arabe na Siria expoe
a fraqueza desta organizagio. E que
a sua incapacidade para levar Assad
a mudar de rumo sera responsavel
pela internacionalizagio do conflito,
ou seja, abrird o caminho para uma
accio ocidental. “Que missdo € esta
que expde a fraqueza da Liga e a sua
falta de substancia?”, questionou o
jornal Al-Siyassah (Kuwait).
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The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Syrianprotestersdieas
Arab group tours cities

By MATTHEW KALMAN
in Jerusalem

Syrianopposition activists have called
for the removal of the head of the Arab
League monitoring team, just two days
after the monitors started their mis-
sionto gauge if the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad was complying
with a peace plan which it signed.

Syrian forcesopened fire again yes-
terday, Killing more than 30 people,
despite the presence of the 60 moni-
tors who spread out between several
of the flashpoint cities in the nine-
month uprising against the al-Assad
government.

Asmonitorsarrived inthe Damas-
cussuburb of Douma, troops opened
fire, Killing 13 people, accordingtothe
Local Co-ordination Committees, an
opposition group. The Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights said people
were Killed when soldiersshot at pro-
testers gathering near the Grand
Mosque in Douma as the observers
werearrivingat city hall. More deaths
were reported in Hama, Homs and
Idlib, despite the presence of the ob-
serversin all those cities.

Opponents ofthe Syrian regime say
the arrival of the Arab League team
led by General Mustafa al-Dabi of

* Arab League

monitor TURKEY  100mies
presence
—, _,\R//\/X
=Euphrates /
«|dlib
Hamae SYRIA
*Homs
LEBAN(;\@
; sDamascus RAG
] $oeras /( v
)

] Y
| JORDAN =4 \ 2

Sudan has done nothing to quell the
violence. General Dabi was head of
military intelligence and then exter-
nal security in the regime of Sudanese
PresidentOmar al-Bashir, now under
an international arrest warrant on
charges of committing genocide in
Darfur. Hisappointment hasalso been
criticised by independent human
rights observers.

Omar Idilbi, an activistwith the Local
Co-ordination Committees, said Dabi
was a “senior officer with an oppres-
sive regime that is kKnown to repress
opposition”. Haytham Manna, a promi-
nent Paris-based dissident, also urged
the ArabLeaguetoreplace Generalal-
Dabi or reduce his authority.
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The Daily Telegraph (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

‘Anyone moves, they shoot at them?’

Syrian troops open
fire on protesters as
peace visit brings

thousands to streets

By Richard Spencer
Midde La1t Correspondent

SYRIAN sexurity frces shot dend dozens
o protesters yesterday, inchuding ot beast
11 i the capital Dumascus, as the pres
ence of Amb League peace monitors
encournged hundreds of thousands to
take 0 the streets against President
Banbunr al-Assad's rule.

As many a8 40 demonstrators were
said 1o have been killed after the Arab

League chservers fanned out across four
restav cties

o the thied day of their

fire on &
d of more than 20,000 people o they
rrval of peace montoes
in the suburb of

anated the
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Ducma. Soldier
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By David Blaie
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“The Arab League’s initiative is the
only ray of hu.lu;t we now see,” s

imborm activists « g
n advince. Protesters were coming ot
on the basis of where visits wore
rumoured to be taking place, thinking
they would be safe from retribution, bat
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La Presse (Canada)
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Tuerie a deux pas des
observateurs arabes

Le régime Syrien ouvre le feu sur des civils
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Le Journal de Québec (Canada)

Les observateurs ne
uvent empecher
arépression

DAMAS (AFP) Las foroes de sécurite
Ot e Blor onn moins 21 personnes on Syrie,
y compris dans des villes o0 les observa
tesirs de 1a Ligue arabe ¢talent en mission
postre ssrvellher ba situation dans oo pays se
QoS par une révolte populaire

Apris Homs, hat-Heu de la contestation,
ol 118 se trouvalent mardl et mercredl, des
observateurs se sont rendus dans d'autres
fovers de Ia révolte: Deraa, Hama, Idleb ot
peds de Daamas,

A Doma, 4 20 ks ord de Daamas, gus
tre civils ont o0 tuds of plusieurs autres
Dhessés, dont certains grievement, par les
forces de sécurité gul ont tire sur des di
zines de milliers de manifestants rassem
bids sur 1n place de la Grande Mosguée, a
rapporté NObservatolire syrien des drolts de
I'Homme (OSDH)

LYOSDH a procisé que oes thrs avaknt ou
Hew an moment ol un groupe d'observa
teurs arabes arrvivalent & la mairie de
Douma I a ajomé que les forces de Nondre
avalent encerche ka mosqude dans laguelle se
trouvaient des femmes

Des tirs nourris étalent dgadement enten
dus dans be quartber al Hajardé de cette ville

A Hama (210 Km au nord de Dormas ) ot est
Ggalement arrive un groupe d'observateurs,
des manifestations « massives » ont ew Hew
e et six civils ont ed tuds par les forces de
SOCUrIte, qui ont en outre arveté des blessés
solgnés dans un hdopital prive, ont indigué
I'OSDH et des militants sur place

Deux civils ot été tds & Homs, ¢t cing
autres dans le nordouest du pays, dans ka
provinee d'ldleh, selon 'OSDH

Dans la provinee de Damas, quatre civils
ont pérl sous les balles de la sécurite, &
Irbine et 4 Kessoud

La mission des observateurs vise & rendre
compte de la situation sur le terrain.
L'opposition et les pays oocidentaux accu
sent le régime de réprimer dans le sang les
manifestations alors que les autorités sy
rienmes imputent bes troubles & des groupes
* LOrTOTiStes »

Selom 'ONU, plus de 5000 personnes ont
@0 tdes depuis be début de s révolte, & Ia
mi-mars

La mission des observateurs falt partie
d'un plan de sorthe de crise qui prévolt éga
lement "arrét des violences, la libération
desdétenus, le retradt de Varmée des vilkes et
Ia Hbre circulation dans le pays pour Jes ob
sorvateurs arabes et la presse.
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Le Soleil (Canada)
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The Wall Street Journal (USA)

Syrian Forces Open Fire on Protesters

Associated Press

BEIRUT—Syrian security forces
opened fire Thursday on tens of
thousands of protesters outside a
mosque in a Damascus suburb, close
to a municipal building that mem-
bers of the Arab League monitoring
mission were visiting. Activists said
at least four people were killed in
the shooting.

The continuing violence, and
new questions about the human-
rights record of the head of the
Arab League monitors, are reinforc-
ing the opposition’s view that
Syria’s limited cooperation with the
observers is nothing more than a
farce for President Bashar Assad’s
regime to buy time and forestall
more international condemnation
and sanctions.

Rami Abdul-Rahman, head of the
British-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, said about 20,000
people were protesting outside the
Grand Mosque in the Damascus sub-
urb of Douma when troops opened
fire. Some Arab League monitors
were visiting a municipal building
close to the mosque, he said.

The Observatory said a total of
16 people had been shot by security
forces and killed Thursday, most of
them in several suburbs of Damas-
cus. The Local Coordination Com-
mittees, another activist group, said
28 people were Kkilled. The differing
death tolls couldn’t be immediately
reconciled as Syria bans most for-
eign journalists and keeps tight re-
strictions on the local media.

Leading opposition members
have called on the Cairo-based Arab
League to remove the Sudanese
head of the monitoring mission to
Syria because he was a senior offi-
cial in the “oppressive regime” of

Reuters

Ik

u

An image from a social-media website shows a soldier kicking a man in Douma.

President Omar al-Bashir, who is un-
der an international arrest warrant
on charges of committing genocide
in Darfur.

The 60 Arab League monitors
who began work Tuesday are the
first Syria has allowed in during the
nine-month antigovernment upris-
ing. They are supposed to be ensur-
ing the regime is complying with
terms of the Arab League plan to
end a crackdown the United Nations
says has killed more than 5,000 peo-
ple since March.

Syria has allowed the monitors
in, released about 800 prisoners and
pulled some of its tanks from the
city of Homs. But it has continued
to shoot and kill unarmed protesters
and hasn’t lived up to any other
terms of the agreement.

The plan, which Syria agreed to
on Dec. 19, demands that the gov-
ernment remove its security forces
and heavy weapons from cities,
start talks with the opposition and
allow human-rights workers and
journalists into the country.

The plan also calls for the re-

lease of all political prisoners.

As word spread Thursday morn-
ing that the observers would be vis-
iting Douma, which saw an intense
government crackdown in the early
days of the uprising—thousands of
people began gathering outside the
Grand Mosque, calling for Mr. As-
sad’s downfall and for international
protection for civilians.

Amateur videos posted on the
Internet showed protesters in
Douma facing off with Syrian sol-
diers, shouting “Freedom, Free-
dom!” Troops then opened fire to
disperse the protesters, whose num-
bers had swelled to around 20,000.

“It came like rain, they used
heavy machine guns, Kalashnikovs,
everything,” said Yahya Abdel-Bari,
an activist in the Damascus suburb
of Douma.

The head of the Arab League
mission, Lt. Gen. Mohamed Ahmed
Mustafa al-Dabi, is a longtime loyal-
ist of Mr. Bashir and once served as
his head of Sudanese military intel-
ligence.

Amnesty International said un-

der Gen. Dabi’s command, military
intelligence in the early 1990s “was
responsible for the arbitrary arrest
and detention, enforced disappear-
ance, and torture or other ill-treat-
ment of numerous people in Sudan.”

Haytham Manna, a prominent
Paris-based dissident, urged the
Arab League to replace Gen. Dabi or
reduce his authority because “we
know his history and his shallow ex-
perience in the area.”

Omar Idilbi of the Local Coordi-
nation Committees described Gen.
Dabi as a “senior officer with an op-
pressive regime that is known to re-
press opposition” and said there are
fears he might not be neutral.

“What do you expect from the
head of a monitoring mission who is
accused of genocide in his own
country,” asked Ausama Monajed, a
member of the Syrian National
Council, the main opposition group.

“SNC is deeply concerned about
having Mr. al-Dabi as head of the
monitoring mission given the accu-
sations around him,” Mr. Monajed
said.

An Arab League official defended
the choice of Mr. Dabi, saying he en-
joyed the support of all 22 mem-
bers.

The monitors’ mandate was to
observe and report to the league,
and not to intervene, according to
the official.

Meanwhile, German Foreign Min-
ister Guido Westerwelle demanded
“unhindered access” for the Arab
League observers to all key points in
Syria, his ministry said Thursday.

That includes not just cities such
as Homs, but “also the possibility to
speak unhindered with representa-
tives of the opposition, civil society
and with prisoners of the regime,” a
ministry statement said.
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Syrian forces fire on
activists near monitors

from the Arab League

At least 21 killed throughout country

By A As a0 Bassew Mioue

NS TN -

HOMS, SYRIA | Svrim seourity fosoes
opencd fige Thandsy on o of thou-
samds protesting cetsade 3 mosque in 2
Damasces ssbarb, dose %0 2 municipal
buidding that members of the Arab
Leagee monitoring miwsion were be-
licved 1o be vaating.

Activeas sad 2 ket four people
were killed.

Troops abso fired Ive amemunition
and tear @ to dnperse Lrge peotests in
sceveral other aveas of the country. in-
duding contral Dasmoscws, Killing ot
beast 21 poopile satioom sde, activists sid

The copomg viokonoe, and new guos-
thoes aboes the husman rights recoed of
the head of the Amb League monitors,
are remforcng the opposition’s view
that Syrin’s Emited cooperation with
the obwervers & nothing moee than 2
farce for Prosident Rnbar Assad™s
regime 1o buy time 3ad forestall moee
Intermationa unctoes.

Roem Abded-Rubemon, head of the
Humon Righes, oad sbout 20000 peo-
ple were protesting outsade the Grand
Mosgoe @ the Domascws suburd of

were sovn ia foet of 3 meaicipal budd-
ing close 10 the mosgae, bhe sald.

Mz Abdul-Rabmon and other 2~
tivises saad the monioes were barred by
soaurty off icials from entiering Dousma
followimg the kil after the sitsation
deterwoeted

A witness sond sogry ctizens cosed
off streets with rocks and grbage con-
tainers and thowands of people re-
turned to the area around the Grand

Muosague 80 stage a sit-in

Troops also surrounded 2 mosque in
Damascus’ central neighborhood of
Midun and tossed tear s canisters o
hendrods of people who were callng for
the downfall of the regmne.

The 60 Arab League monitoes, who
began work Tuesday are the fiest Syria
hos alkowed in during the nine-month
antbgoverniment upesing. They aoe sup-
posed 1o ensure the reglnee complics
with tenms of the Arab Leagoe plaa to
end Me Assad’s nine-enoath crackdown
on desent.

The UN. ssrys more thas 5000 peo-
ple have died in the upeising since
March,

The plan, which Syriaagreed to Dee,
M demands that the government re-
move its security forces and heavy
weapoes from cities, start talks with
the opposition, and allow human rights
workers and journalises into the coun-
try. I also calls for the robease of all po-
litkcal prisoacrs.

Syria has allowed the monitors in, e
Jeased about 800 prisoners and pulled
some of its tanks from the city of Homs.
But &t has comtinued to shoot and kil un-
armed protesters and has not Fved up
10 any other terms of the agreement.

Leading opposition members, mean-
whde, are calling on the Arab Leagoe 1o
remove the Sudanese head of the moe-
Boring misskon because he was asenlor
official i the “oppressive regime” of
President Omar al-Bashir who is under
an arrest warrant on changes of commit-
ting genocide in Darfur,

The head of the mission, L1 Gon, Mo-
hamed Ahmed Mustafa al-Dabi, is a
longtime loyalist of the Sudanese pres-
ident and once served as bis head of mi-
itary intellipence.

A surmanary of political uwest Thursday I Ow Arab world:
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The Washington Post (USA)

Syrians fire
on protest
near Arab
monitors

7 DEMONSTRATORS
KILLED OUTSIDE MOSQUE

Up to 38 reported dead
in rallies nationwide

BY ALBERT AJt
AND BASSEM MROUE

HOMS, SYRIA — Syrian security forces
opened fire Thursday on tens of thou-
sands protesting outside a mosque in a
Damascus suburb, close to & munieipal
building that members of the Arab
League monitoring mission  were
thought to be visiting. Activists said at
least seven people were killed.

Troops also fired live ammunition and
tear gas to disperse large protests in
several other areas of the country, includ-
ing central Damascus, killing as many as
38 people nationwide, activists said.

The ongoing violence and new gues-
tions about the human rights record of
the head of the Arab League monitors
appear to be reinforcing the opposition’s
view that Syria's limited cooperation
with the observers is merely & ploy for
President Bashar al-Assad'’s government
to buy time and forestall more interna-
tional condemnation and sanctions.

Rami Abdulrahman, head of the Brit-
ain-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, said about 20,000 people were
protesting outside the Grand Mosgue in
the Damascus suburb of Douma when
troops opened fire. Cars belonging to the
Arab League monitors were seen in front
of a municipal bullding close to the
mosque, he said.

The 60 Arab League monitors, who
began work Tuesday, are the first Syria
has allowed in during the anti-govern-
ment uprising. They are supposed to
ensure the government complies with
the terms of the Arab League plan to end
Assad’s nine-month-old crackdown on
dissent.

Syriahas released about 800 prisoners
and pulled some of its tanks from the city
of Homs. But it has continued to shoot
and kill unarmed protesters and has not
lived up to any other terms of the agree-
ment.

State-run TV sald monitors also visited
the Damascus suburb of Harasta, the
central city of Hama and the southern
province of Daraa, where the uprising
against Assad began in March.

The observatory sald 26 people were
shot by security forces and killed Thurs-
day, most of them in several suburbs of
Damascus. The Local Coordination Com-
mittees, another activist group, sald 36
people were killed. The differing death
tolls could not be immediately reconciled
as Syria bans most foreign journalists
2:1‘: tightly restricts the local news me-

Also Thursday, Syria’s opposition
called for the removal of LL Gen. Mo-
hamed Ahmed Mustafa al-Dabi, the Su-
danese general heading the Arab League
mission, because he held key security
positions in the government of Sudanese
President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, who ls
wanted on international charges of com-
mitting genocide in the Darfur region.

— Associated Press
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

En quéte de crédibilité, la Ligue arabe

poursuit sa mission en Syrie

Révolte Malgré la présence des observateurs, la répression ne faiblit pas, faisant au moins 41 civils tués hier.

La présence des observateurs
de la Ligue arabe na pas en-
rayé la spirale de la répression
en Syrie, ol les forces de sé-
curité ont tué au moins 41
manifestants hier, selon des
militants et la chaine de té-
lévision al-Arabiya, mettant
imalla gromesse du gouver-
nement d'engager un proces-
sus pacifique. Pour leur part,
aprés Homs, haut lieu de la
contestation ol ils se trou-
vaient mardi et mercredi, les
observateurs se sont rendus
dans d'autres foyers de la ré-
volte : Deraa, Hama, Idleb et
prés de Damas.

A Douma, quatre civils ont
été tués et plusieurs autres
blessés, dont certains grié-
vement, par les forces de
séeurité gui ont tiré sur des
dizaines de milliers de ma-
nifestants rassemblés sur la
place de la Grande Mosquée,
a rapporté I'Observatoire sy-
rien des droits de I'homme
(OSDH). L'OSDH a précisé
que ces tirs avaient eu lieu au
moment ot un groupe d'ob-
servateurs arabes arrivaient 4
la mairie de Douma. Elle a
ajouté que les forces de lordre
avaient encerclé la mosquée
dans laquelle se trouvaient
des femmes. Des tirs nourris
étaient également entendus
dans le quartier al-Hajari¢ de
cette ville. « Les militants ont
appelé & une désobéissance
cawvile compléte. Les rues ont
été bloguées, les magasing
ont été fermés et la ville est

aralysée », a encore rapporté
'OSDH. j\ Hama, des mani-
festations « massives » ont eu
liew et six civils ont été tués

hier.

Phots AFP

ments pris pour entamer un
processus de paix. De leur
coté, les autorités syriennes
ont affirmé fournir tous les
moyens nécessaires pour
la_mission puisse évaluer les
efforts visant 3 mettre fin 2
neuf mois de violences.

En dépit de la difficulté de
la tache des observateurs ara-
bes, le président de TOSDH,
Rami Abdel Rahmane, a j
que leur mission était «
seule lumiére dans cette nuit
sombre ». « La présence des
observateurs 2 Homs a brisé
la barriére de la peur », a-t-il
dit, tout en précisant ne pas
vouloir « exprimer de juge-
ment avant que les observa-
teurs terminent leur mission ».
Mais, de son coté, doutant de
l'efficacité de la mission arabe,
le Conseil national syrien,
principal mouvement d'oppo-
sition au président Assad, a en
revanche demandé 3 TONU
d'envoyer ses propres observa-
teurs. Son dirigeant, Burhan
Ghalioun, a rencontré hier au
Caire M. al-Arabi, a rapporté
l'agence égyptienne MENA.
Ils ont discuté de la conférence

par les forces de sécurité, qui
ont en outre arrété des blessés
soignés dans un hopital privé,
ont indiqué 'OSDH et des
militants sur place. Deux civils
ont été tués 2 Homs, et cing
autres dans le nord-ouest du
pays, dans la province d'Tdleb,
toujours selon 'OSDH. Dans
la province de Damas, quatre
civils ont péri sous les balles
des forces 5: sécurité, A Irbine
et & Kessoué.

A Damas méme, des agents

de la sécurité étaient déployés
en masse prés du quartier his-
torique de Midane, fermé en
raison d'une manifestation,
selon 'OSDH et des habi-
tants, Daprés  al-Arabiya,
les agents ont encerclé "la
mosquée al-Daqgqag - située
dans le quartier — dans le but
évident de donner lassaut
i lédifice. Toujours dans la
capitale, cing personnes ont
€ét¢ blessées dans le quartier
de Kafar Soussé lorsque les

Egems de sécurité ont tiré sur
es manifestants, Par ailleurs,
intensifiant leur lutte, des mi-
litants ont appelé sur Internet
4 de nouvelles manifestations
aujourd’hui. Les Syriens sont
invités 3 « marcher vers les
places de la liberté », ont indi-
qué les militants sur leur page
Facebook « Syrian Revolution
2011w,

Plus le temps passe et plus
la mission arabe peine 2 as-
seoir sa crédibilité au troi-

siéme jour de sa présence sur
le terrain. La Ligue arabe, qui
tente d'asseoir grice i cette
initiative son role de média-
teur dans la région, sait que
tous les regards sont tournés
sur cette mission. Son secré-
taire général Nabil al-Arabi
a reconnu que la délégation
avangait dans l'inconnu, mais
il a toutefois estimé que dans
un délai d’'une semaine elle
serait en mesure de savoir si
la Syrie respecte les engage-

le sur la Syrie que doit
accueillir la Ligue arabe début
janvier au Caire. Quant au ni-
veau international, la Chine
dest felicitée, elle, de la mis-
sion « objective » de la Ligue
arabe, prenant le contre-pied
des Etats-Unis et de la France
qui ont redouté que les obser-
vateurs ne puissent pleinement
rendre compte de la situation
ar manque de temps ou de

iberté de mouvement.
Source : agences
et rédaction)
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Emile Lahoud : L’agression armée

contre la Syrie a échoué

Le président Lahoud recevant I'ambassadeur de Syrie.

Phato Dalati et Nohro

L’ancien président de la Ré-
publique, Emile Lahoud, a
regu hier 'ambassadeur de
Syrie, Ali Abdel Karim Alj, a
son bureau pour discuter des
derniers développements en
Syrie.

A Tlissue de la réunion, un
communiqué a été publié¢ par
le bureau de communication
du président Lahoud. Le
texte estime que « jour aprés
jour, il devient plus évident
que ce qui se passe en Sy-
ric est riecn moins qu'une
agression armée contre ce
pays, afin de le déstabiliser
ct d'affaiblir sa politique de
résistance ». « 1outefois, il

devient de plus en plus clair
ue cette agression armée a
¢choué, poursuit le texte. Le
président Bachar el-Assad
poursuit les réformes qu'il
avait cntamées juste aprés
avoir levé ['état d'urgence
dans le pays. De plus, les
pays arabes qui avaient tenté
d'internationaliser la crise en
Syrie ou de la livrer 4 la Tur-

uic ont cux aussi échoué.

es échecs et les derniers
attentats terroristes contre
des institutions sécuritaires
4 Damas sont la preuve du
déscspoir qui atteint ceux qui
misent sur la chute de la Sy-
ric. »

Par ailleurs, ['ambassa-
deur Ali a regu hier la visite
d'une délégation du comité
de coordination du Rassem-
blement des partis et forces
politi?;cs nationaux liba-
nais. communiqué de ces

artis a réitéré son « souticn
a la Syrie face au complot qui
vise sa sécurité, sa stabilité
ct son identité ». Le comité
a demandé au gouvernement
libanais de « prendre les me-
sures sécuritaires qui s'impo-
sent pour empécher les vio-
lations sur les frontiéres nord
ct est avec la Syrie, afin de
préserver la stabilité et la sé-
curité des deux pays fréres ».
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

SYRIAN OPPOSITION
BLASTS HEAD OF ARAB
MISSION, 8 KILLED

In the two days since the Arab moniitors armiv t
boast 39 (l-( wnments by an \\l’l aguc offhicial p NTAA'S COnNEXT
have fucled concerns by the Syrian opposition that ’h Arab mreaon s 2 farce

Opprmitson to Assad s regume
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Civilian death toll
continues to climb

At least 68 people killed since Monday

Damascus (AFP) Arab
League monitors were
due to spread out to
more Syrian protest
hubs vesterday even
as human rights activ-
ists reported new civil-
ian deaths in a regime
crackdown on dissent.
At least 68 civilians
have been killed by se-
curity forces since a
first group of monitors
arrived Monday for a
month-long renewable
mission amid interna-
tional fears authorities
will hinder their work.
The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights
said that 14 civilians
were killed on Wednes-
day by regime forces in
several flashpoint areas,
including a five-year-old
bov who died in the res-
tive city of Homs.
Activists emboldened
by the presence of the
monitors have mean-
while called for mas-
sive anti-regime rallies
across the country to-
day. “On Friday we will
march to the squares of
freedom, bare-chested,”
Facebook activists said
in a statement online.

Emboldened

“We will march as we
did in Homs and Hama
where we carried ol-
ive branches only to
be confronted by [Al]
Bashar’s gangs who
struck us with artillery
and machine gun fire,”
said the Syria Revolu-
tion 2011 activists.

France, the US and
Human Rights Watch
have warned the Syrian
regime against trying
to hide the facts from
the monitors and Paris
charged the team was
not being allowed to
see what was happen-
ing in Homs.

Those concerns were

highlighted when Ba-
ba Amro residents on
Wednesday refused to
allow in observers in
because they were ac-
companied by a Syrian
army officer. But the
standoff ended when
the officer withdrew.
On Tuesday, some
70,000 people flooded
the streets of Homs as
observers entered parts
of the restive city, activ-
ists said, adding that Syr-
ian forces used tear gas
and live ammunition to
disperse the protesters.

Ray of light

The rallies took place
a day after 34 civilians
were killed by secu-
rity forces in the Bab
Amr neighbourhood,
said activists, who also
reported 20 civilians
deaths on Tuesday in
various parts of Syria.

“The Arab League's
initiative is the only
ray of light that we now
see,” the Observatory's
chief Rami Abdul Rah-
man said yesterday.

“The presence of
the observers in Homs
broke the barrier of
fear,” he added.

Yesterday monitors
were to tour the northern
provinces of Idlib and
Hama as well as Daraa
further south, where un-
precedented pro-reform
protests erupted in mid-
March, the head of the
mission said.

They were also due to
visit a flashpoint district
around Damascus, Gen-
eral Mohammad Ahmad
Mustafa Al Dabi, a vet-
eran Sudanese military
intelligence officer, said
on Wednesday.

The French foreign
ministry on Wednesday
said the observers' visit
to Homs had been too
brief.

SYRIA

Removal of
chief League
monitor urged

Gulf News Report

Dubai Syrian opposition ac-
tivists yesterday called for
the removal of Lieutenant
General Mohammad Ah-
mad Al Dabi, Sudanese head
of the Arab League monitor-
ing mission, for serving un-
der the “oppressive regime”
of Omar Al Bashir, the Suda-
nese president.

Haitham Manna, a promi-
nent Paris-based dissident,
urged the Arab League to re-
place Al Dabi or reduce his
authority. “We know his his-
tory and his shallow experi-
ence in the area,” he said.

Omar Idilbi of the Local
Coordination Committees
described Al Dabi as a “sen-
ior officer with an oppres-
sive regime that is known
to repress opposition” and
said there are fears he might
not be neutral. Meanwhile,
security forces shot dead
at least 25 people in Syria
yesterday, many of them in
cities that an Arab League
delegation will tour to check
compliance with a plan to
end a crackdown on an anti-
government uprising.
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Svyria forces kill 13 as
observers fan out

DAMASCUS— Regime forces fired
on protesters at a protest hub near
Damascus and killed at least 13
people around Syria on Thursday,
even as peace monitors spread out
across the country, activists said.

At least four demonstrators
were killed and more than 20 oth-
ers wounded in Douma, the pro-
test centre just north of the capi-
tal, when security forces sprayed
protesters with bullets outside a
mosque, a rights group said.

The Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said the shooting
broke out as Arab League observ-
ers arrived at Douma’s city hall,
on the third day of a mission de-
signed to halt a lethal government
crackdown on dissent.

The monitors were due on
Thursday to visit flashpoints
around Damascus, as well as the
northern and central cities of Idlib
and Hama and southern Daraa
province, Daraa is the cradle of an
unprecedented nine-month pro-
test movement against President
Bashar Al Assad’s regime, which
has ruled Syria with an iron fist for
11 years.

Activists say that more than 70
civilians have been killed by secu-
rity forces since a first group of
monitors arrived on Monday in
Syria on a month-long renewable
mission to implement an Arab

League peace plan. “A fourth ci-
vilian wounded by gunfire from
the security forces has died of his
injuries and there are many in-
jured people in critical condition™
in Douma, said the Britain-based
group.

Gunfire rattled in Douma where
“tens of thousands” of protesters
rallied outside the Grand Mosque
and regime forces opened fire on
the demonstrators “as Arabobserv-
ers arrived at the city hall,” it said.

The Observatory also reported
that security forces shot dead
three people in the Damascus
suburbs of Aarbin and Kiswah,
and two more people further
north in Idlib province, while four
others died in the central city of
Hama. “Security forces are raid-
ing a private hospital in Hama and
are arresting the wounded,” it
said. “Huge protests” also took
place in Hama's Hamidiyeh and
Bab Qubli neighbourhoods, said
the watchdog.

Meanwhile, Syrian opposition
activists are calling for the remov-
al of the Sudanese head of the
Arab League monitoring mission
for serving as a senior official in
the “oppressive regime” of Omar
Al Bashir, the Sudanese president.
—AFP, AP

) SEE ALSO PAGE7
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

A demonstrator holds a sign reading ‘Have mercy on your people, God's mercy on you' during a
protest against Syrian President Bashar Al Assad in Ma'arrat Al Numan near Adlb. — Reuters

Syria asks Lebanonto
end arms smuggling

Tripoli offers to tighten security on the border

BEIRUT — Syria’s envoy to Beirut
has urged the Lebanese govern-
ment to prevent cross-border arms
smuggling, saying the alleged traf-
ficking was “complementary to
terronsm’.

Inan interview with the Hezbol-
lah-run website Al-Intigad, Ali Ab-
delkanim Ali called on Lebanon to
take “serious, strict measures to
end arms smuggling from Leba-
non into Syna and.... not give in to
international pressure.”

Ali, the first Synian ambassador
to Lebanon, linked the issue of sus-
pected arms smuggling to daims
that Al-Qaeda was operating along
the Lebanese-Syrian border, made
earlier this month by Lebanon's
pro-Syrian defence minister.

“Defence Minister Fayez
Ghosn's exposure of Al-Qaeda
members who are infiltrating Syna
via the Lebanese border village of
Aarsal is an issue that must be
dealt responsibly and seriously,”

Ali was quoted as saying. “Arms
smuggling and terrorism are com-
plementary, and measures to put
an end to this matter must be clear
and decisive.” Syrian- and Iranian-
backed Shia group Hezbollah domi-
nates the government of Prime
Minister Najib Mikati and is a
staunch ally of Syrian President
Bashar Al Assad, who blames the
violence in his country on “amed
terrorist” groups.

Lebanon’s Western-backed op-
position, which supports Syrian
democracy protesters, has for its
part slimmed Ghosn as a “minis-
ter for the defence of the Assad
regime” over his statements,

Lebanon’s defence council
meanwhile met to discuss escalat-
ing tension at the border, which has
witnessed deadly shootings in re-
cent weeks as Syrian troops crack
down on suspected army defectors
and refugees. “The council empha-
sised the need to control the secu-

rity situation in border villages and
prevent arms smuggling to and
from Lebanon,” read a statement
issued after Wednesday’s meeting
attended by the president, premier
and army chief. Lebanon’s govem-
ment has said it is investigating
Ghosn's claims a terrorist group
was smuggling weapons into Syria
through Aarsal, which borders the
Syrian protest hub of Homs.

Aarsal, considered a stronghold
of opposition leader Saad Hariri,
has in recent months witnessed a
string of deadly incursions by the
Syrian army in a bid to crack down
on arms smuggling,

Wounded Syrian protesters have
crossed the border into Aarsal to
seek medical care in Lebanon as
violence escalates in Homs, The
United Nations estimate earlier this
month that more than 5,000 people
have been Killed in the crackdown
since protests against the Assad re-
gime began in mid-March, = AFP
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Syria violence rages
as observers fan out

BEIRUT — Syrian secunty forces
shot dead 25 people on Thursday,
including in cities being visited
by Arab League monitors to check
whether President Bashar Al-Assad
1s keeping a pledge to end a crack-
down on popular unrest,

The Arab League hopes its deal
with Assad can stop nine months of
bloodshed. More than 5,000 people
have been killed, by a United Na
tions count, provoking internation-
al sanctions against Damascus and
stoking fears of civil war.

Anti-Assad activists have said
the monitoring mission is too small
and easily restricted by state secu
rity escorts that many protesters are
afraid to approach.

The Syrian Observatory for Hu
man Rights said Assad’s security
forces opened fire on protests in
cities around the country, wound-
ing around 100 people. Six died in
Hama, a major hotbed of unrest,
around the time monitors were en-
tering the city for a first look.

The British-based Observatory
said security forces fired at a street
rally in Douma, a Damascus sub-
wb, killing four people. Enraged
residents launched a civil disobe-
dience campaign and thousands
reportedly flooded the main square
for a sit-in. — Reuters
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hotbed of revolt since the government began its
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PREVIOUS CRACKDOWNS IN HOMS

M April Security forces move in on Clock
Tower square, where demonstrations
inspired by the uprising in Cairo’s Tahrir
Square are being held

W July Security forces begin crackdown on
city, moving tanks and soldiers into
neighbourhoods

B November Shelling of city begins a day
after Damascus agrees 10 a peace plan
brokered by the Arab League the previous
week

CITY PROFILE

» Third-largest Syrian city
with a population of 1.5
million

» Population represents a
microcosm of Syria's
religious diversity

» Large sustained protests

» More than 1,500 people
reported killed in the
past nine months

Sources: Syriamap. wordpress.com, news repors REUTERS
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Arab observers visit more Syrian
protest hubs as violence continues

Arab observers headed to more protest
hubs in Syria yesterday as part of a mis-
sion to end a military crackdown, while
more bloodshed was reported with 14
civilians killed on Wednesday.

The monitoring team visited three
more Syrian cities yesterday to check
whether government forces have halt-
ed violence against protesters, namely
Daraa, Hama and Idlib that lie along a
450-kilometer arc of revolt, according to
Reuters. The Arab mission is the first
significant international effort to solve
the conflict.

The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said that 14 civilians were killed
on Wednesday by regime forces in sev-
eral flashpoint areas, including a five-
year-old boy who died in the restive city
of Homs, AFP reported.

Addressing the rising death toll since
the delegation entered the country, the
observers’ leader, Sudanese General
Mustafa al-Dabi, said the mission was
still in its early days.

“We have 20 people who will be there
in Homs for a long time,” he said.

However, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR) told the Global
Times yesterday that some aspects clear-
ly marked the failure of the mission of
the Arab League observers in Syria.

“Some reports saying the government
kills unarmed civilians in Syria are liter-
ally inconceivable since we saw armed
opposition fight government forces with
heavy weapons in Homs.”

A Global Times source who entered
Homs last week said yesterday that
bloodshed in the city was ongoing and
that many specific issues could not be
monitored by the delegation.

However, the facts could not be hid-
den indefinitely since more observers
are due to spread out to more protest
hubs, the source added, saying that re-
ports claiming the mission had already
failed were unreasonable.

Meanwhile, world powers urged
Syria to give the monitoring team full
access, as US State Department spokes-
man Mark Toner said that “we need to
let this mission get up and running, let
them do their job and then let them give
their judgment,” Reuters reported.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov also emphasized that “we constantly
work with the Syrian leadership calling
on it to fully cooperate with observers
from the Arab League and to create work
conditions that are as comfortable and
free as possible,” AFP said.

Chen Shuangqing, a professor of
Syrian studies at the China Institutes of
Contemporary International Relations,
told the Global Times that the delega-
tion would help ease Syria's crisis and
play the role of a mediator.

Clobal Times ~ Agencies

Editor:
yp:n'g.jinwen@globaltlmes.com.cn

C V.
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