Syriens Nachbarn flrchten das
Chaos vor ihrer Tur
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Die internationalen Medien berichten ausfiihrlich iiber das Attentat von Damaskus.
Nur einige charakteristische Artikel wurden von dieser Presseschau tibernommen.
Wihrend vor zwei Wochen die Zeitungen zum Anlass des ersten Attentates die Al-
Qaida beschuldigende Version von Damaskus mit Skepsis betrachteten, und
selbstgefillig die das Regime beschuldigende Version der pro-westlichen Opposition
vertraten, erkennen sie dieses Mal beiden Versionen gleichen Wert zu, ohne besondere
Sympathie fiir die eine oder andere Seite zu zeigen. Wenn auch die Mehrzahl der
Medien darauf beharrt, Bachar el-Assad zu verurteilen, sind sie jetzt weniger
zahlreich, die seinen Sturz wiinschen, da sie offen ihre Angst vor einer chaotischen
Entwicklung ,, auf irakische Art* und einem Exodus der Christen manifestieren.

Auf dem Gelinde versuchen die bewaffneten Gruppen nicht mehr der NATO
Intervention den Weg zu ebnen, um das Regime zu stiirzen, sondern liefern einen
Krieg mit schwacher Intensitdt, um das Land miirbe zu machen.

Die regionalen Spieler mischen die Karten. Die Erdogan Regierung ist der Wut ihres
Volkes ausgesetzt, das unter den wirtschaftlichen Folgen des Schliefsens der Grenze
mit Syrien leidet. Nachdem die Tiirkei die armenische Genoziddebatte manipuliert
hatte, um die militdrische Allianz mit Frankreich zum Scheitern zu bringen, beginnt
sie einen merkbaren Kurswechsel einzuschlagen, indem sie versucht, wieder gute
Beziehungen mit Teheran herzustellen. Israel macht sich iiber die Unterstiitzung der
Islamisten in mehreren Ldndern zu gleicher Zeit durch Washington Sorgen. Ihrerseits
ist die arabische Liga durch die Aufdeckungen ihrer Beobachter verwirrt, die die
westliche Medienmeinung und die Rolle des Katars in Frage stellen. Dieser reagiert,
indem er Syrien anklagt, seine Versprechen nicht zu halten und zu versuchen, die
Biirde den Vereinten Nationen zu iibergeben. Jedoch erregt die Reise von Herrn Ban
Kee Moon in die Gegend im Voraus viel Feindseligkeit.

* Im De Morgen (Belgien), kommt Jef Lambrecht auf die Verwirrung zuriick, die von
den Beobachtern der arabischen Liga ausgeldst wurde. ,,Und wenn das, was die
syrische Opposition sagte, nicht vollkommen wahr wére?* fragt er sich. Als Autor
eines Buches iiber die arabischen Revolutionen erinnert er uns, dass General al-Dabi
zum Chef dieser Mission ausgewéhlt wurde, weil er als Botschafter des Sudans im
Katar das Abkommen von Doha ausgehandelt hat, welches den Weg zu einer
friedlichen Losung im Darfur gedffnet hat. Jef Lambrecht unterstreicht auch, dass die
Berichte iiber Zusammentreffen in der Tiirkei von Libyschen Al-Qaida Kédmpfern, von
Abdelhakim Belhaj kommandiert, mehr auf ein Invasions-Szenario hinweisen, als auf
eine authentische Revolution.
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Les attentats sanglants perpétrés a Damas attisent
les suspicions et les peurs de la population syrienne

Une explosion, qualifiée d'attaque-suicide par les autorités, a secou€ le quartier d’Al-Midane

Beyrouth
Correspondance

déchiquetés, débris humains

brandis parunhomme, indivi-
dus en pleurs ou en colére... Les
meédias proches du régime syrien
ont été prodigues en images chocs
pour illustrer l'attentat qui a
secoué, vendredi 6 janvier, le quar-
tier d’Al-Midane, dans le sud de
Damas. Aumoins 26 personnesont
été tuées dans l'explosion, selon
I'agence de presse officielle SANA,
alors que débutait I'appel a la gran-
de priére du vendredi, en fin de
matinée.

Les victimes sont essentielle-
ment des civils, a indiqué I'organe
du régime. « Des policiers, pour la
plupart, alors que leurs bus ont été
entierement détruits», a, de son
coté, estimé Mazen Darwich, prési-
dent du Centre syrien pour les
médias et la liberté d'expression
(SCM) basé a Damas, interrogé par
le site Internet du quotidien liba-
nais Al-Akhbar.

«Jen'ai paspeur»,alancé un par-
tisande Bachar Al-Assad ala chaine
prorégime Dounia TV lorsd'unras-
semblement de soutien qui a suivi
I'attaque. Les scénes macabres de
vendredi suscitent pourtant I'in-

F ilets de sang sur le sol, corps

quiétude parmi les Syriens qui
adhérent alaversion officielle, attri-
buant la révolte contre le régime,
née il y a biento6t dix mois, a une
main étrangere qui s'appuie sur
desterroristes. Mais aussi parmiles
opposants, craignant que le pou-
voirjouesansscrupulelacartedela
déstabilisation.

Lors de deux précédents atten-
tats-suicides (44 morts)le 23décem-
bre 2011, a Damas, contre des cen-
tresdes forces de sécurité, les autori-
téssyriennesavaient accusé Al-Qai-
da. Vendredi, elles sont restées plus
réservées. Les officiels ont pour
I'heure mis en cause un kamikaze
qui, muni d'une charge dedixkilos,
« s'est fait exploser» non loin de la
mosquée Al-Hassan.

Aumoins 35 nouvelles
victimes de la répression

La répression des manifesta-
tions hostilesaurégimea faitau
moins 35 morts, vendredi 6jan-

vier, selon les comités de coordi-

nation locale. Les protestataires
ontréclamé une intervention de
I'ONU pour mettre untermeaux
violences. L'agence officielle
syrienne SANA a par ailleurs fait
état d’'une attaque contreun
oléoduc entre Hama et Homs.

Celle-ci avait été assiégée en
juin par les forces de I'ordre. Le
quartier ou s'est produite I'explo-
sion est d'ailleurs un bastion de la
mobilisation antirégime, théatre
de manifestations et de gréves,
mais aussi de la répression.

«La marque du pouvoir»

Vendredi, les Fréres musulmans
syriens ont accusé le régime d'étre
«responsable» de l'attaque et
demandél'ouvertured'une enqué-
te «internationale et arabe ». Com-
me pour les attentats de décembre,
le Conseil national syrien (CNS),
principale plate-forme del'opposi-
tion, a jugé que 'explosion « porte
clairement la marque du pouvoir ».

Les militants des comités de
coordination locale (CCL) ont, eux,
diffusé le témoignage d'un doc-
teur de I'hopital Moujtahid, qui
affirme avoirsecourudesvictimes
de I'attentat d'Al-Midane. « La plu-
part des agents de sécurité qui ont
éte blessés ont été touchés par des
tirs et non par des édats d’explosifs
ou par l'attentat. (...) Les forces de
sécurité étaient massivement
déployées au sein de I'hépital pen-
dant que nous nous occupions des
blessés », rapporte le médecin.

Vu de Beyrouth, cet attentat se
produit alors que la polémique se

poursuit autour des propos tenus
par le ministre de la défense sur
I'existence d'un réseau d'Al-Qaida
au Liban. Fayez Ghosn avait décla-
1é, le 21décembre — soit deux jours
avant les premiers attentats a
Damas -, que des éléments de la
nébuleuse terroriste avaient
gagné la Syrie a partir de la région
frontaliére d'Ersal, dans la Bekaa.
L'opposition accuse le ministre de
faire le jeu de Damas.

Le chef de la diplomatie libanai-
se, Adnane Mansour, fidéle du régi-
me syrien, s'est dit inquiet face a
I'explosion d’Al-Midane, « qui mar-
que le début d’'une étape dangereu-
se et (...) ouvre la voie a d'autres
attentats terroristes au-dela des

frontiéres [de la Syrie]». Le Hezbol-

lah, allié de Damas, a attribué l'atta-
que a Washington, comme il I'avait
déja fait pour les attentats de
décembre.

Les diplomaties américaine et
russe ont toutes deux condamné
I'attaque de vendredi. Les observa-
teurs de la Ligue arabe, qui se sont
rendus sur les lieux de I'explosion
ainsi qu'aupres de blessés a 'hopi-
tal, ont gardé le silence. Dimanche,
ils doivent présenter un bilan de
leur mission devant l'institution,
auCaire.m

LAURE STEPHAN
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Interrogations sur les auteurs d'un
attentat suicide

L'explosion a eu lieu dans un quartier
de la capitale syrienne ou les opposants
avaient projeté de manifester.

PIERRE PRIER

PROCHE-ORIENT Uin attentat suicide a
frappé hier un quartier du sud de Da-
mas, faisant au moins 26 morts et une
quantaine de blessés. Selon la télevi-

sion officielle, un kamikaze s'est fait
exploser « @ un feu rouge dans le quar

10

tier d'al-Midane », La télévi-
sion a diffusé des images
crues, restes de corps, et fla-
ques de sang. Le pouvoir a
aussitor dénonce des « ferro-
ristes ». La télévision a aussi
montré des habitants en co-
lere, criant et accusant eux
aussi les terroristes.

Un car de police a ete endommage, et
certains de occupants figuraient
peut-étre au nombre des victimes. Le
massacre a eu lieu précisément pres de
la mosquée Zine-el-Abidine, 'un des
sanctuaires de ce quartier, centre a Da-
mas des manifestations contre le regi-
me.

Cest la deuxiéme fois que la capitale
est frappée. Le 23 decembre, 44 person-
nes avaient ete tuées et 150 blessées dans

attentats suicides a la voiture pl(‘
gée. Tls avaient visé la Direction de la si-
reté generale ainsi qu'un centre de h se-
curiteé militaire dans le quartier de Kafar
Soussé, faisant de nombreuses victimes
civiles autour de ces batiments.

Manipulation
Ces précédents massacres, attribueés par
le gouvernement a al-Qaida, mais ja-
mais revendiqués, avaient eu lien 2 la
veille de I'arrivee des premiers obser-
vateurs de la Ligue arabe L'attentat
d'hier s'est produit i deux jours de la
remise du premier rapport de la mis-
sion, accusée de partialité par l'oppaosi-
tion 1 mise ¢n cause par plusieurs puis
sances occidentales
Cette coincidence, ainsi que le lieu
choisi par le kamikaze suppose, a dé
clenché des asations de manipula-
tion de la part de I'opposition. « Cest le
régime qui est responsable, accuse Fa-
had Almasri, conseiller du Rassemble

.
mois

de révolie en Syrie

contre le régime Le

de Bachar el-Assad [

ment de la communauté syrienne i
I'étranger, basé a Paris. Depuis deux
Jjours, I'armée interdisait Uentrée a Da-
mas, Tout était contrilé. » Les Fréres
musulmans svriens, intégrés au Conseil
national syrien (CNS) principal rassem -
blement de I'opposition, accusent eux
aussi le pouvoir davoir lni-méme or-
ganise I'explosion pour accuser les op

posants. Le porte-parole du
mouvement réclame « une
enquéte internationale avant
que les criminels ne cachent les
preuves de leur crime »,

Un faux site Internet
mouvement islamiste avait
été la cible d'une manipula-
tion grossiere apres les attentats du
23 décembre. Un faux site des Frér
musulmans avail revendigué les explo
sions en leur nom. Des informaticiens
de I'oppasition n’avaient en aucune pei-
ne a remonter jusqu'a lordinateur du
faussaire, fils d'un conseiller du grand
mufti Hassun, proche du pouvoir,

Des vodluvts endommagées qwes Fattentat suicide qui a frappe |a capitale syrienne, hier, dans le quartier d'al-Mlm, REUTERS

Rien ne prouve que les attentats de
décembre ni ceux d’hier n'ont pas été
perpetres par des terroristes. Des cellu-
les de combattants syriens revenus de
la guerre sainte en Irak se sont implan
tées depuis plusieurs années en Syrie.
Elles pourraient jouer leur propre carte.

Mais les circonstances de I'attentat
suscitent le scepticisme des observa-
teurs. « Pourquei des opposants au régi

me auraient-ils choisi de frapper ce
quartier, centre des manifestations
s'interroge Salam Kawakibi, directeur
de recherche de I'Initiative arabe de re-
forme, un centre de réflexion interna
tional,

Le chercheur remarque qu'un groupe
d’opposants avait justement appele hier
sur Facebook a une manifestation non
loin du lien de attentat, dans le but

2,

d'attirer les observateurs de Ja Ligue
arabe. La manifestation n'a bien sir pas
eu lieu. Mais hier, dans tous les pays,
des dizaines de milliers de personnes
ont manifesté comme chague vendredi,
A Damas, Ia révolte s’est rapprochée
ducentre. Les forces de securite ont tire
4 la sortie d’une mosquée de
. non Join des batiments

Un carnage qui devrait proﬁter au régime

pprier@lefigaro fr

soient ses auteurs, le car
nage de Damas devrait profiter au régi-
mesyrien. Les attentats \nlﬂ sans dou-

doivent communiquer dimanche leur
premier rapport, dans lequel ils témoi-
gneront sans doute que la violence ne
ient pas seulement de 'armée syrien-
ne, Dés hier, le ministre I'nnga s des
Affaires étrangéres, Alain Juppé, a esti-
me a Tunis que la mission n’est « pas
capable de faire son travail correcte-
ment ».

L'attentat va aussi donner raison, en
Occident, aux gouvernements opposés
a une intervention militaire. La bombe

te eloigner les dral-
M)d.\nv quartier de la ¢ moyenne
qui a lancé la i
dans la capitale. La tuerie viendra aussi
détourner Dattention des  critiques
dressées par 'opposition aux obser-
vateurs de la Ligue arabe, jugés trop fa-
vorables au regime. Une diversion qui
tombe & point, alors que les enquéteurs

lite I'image d'un scénario a l'ira-
Kienne, dans lequel toute ingérence
étrangere exacerbe le terrorisme et
les violences intercommunautaires.

1l est done probable que la violence
en Syrie continuera sa course ascen-
dante. Des deux cotés, on est alle trop
loin pour faire machine arriere. Les
manifestants semblent décidés 3 conti-

Les milices font la loi en Libve

nuer, pour que les 5 000 victimes civi
les ne soient pas mortes en vain. Le
gouvernement syrien, fort de appui
de I'lran, ainsi que de celui de la Chine
et de Ja Russie au Conseil de sécurité,
ol Jui aussi a tenir bon

La spirale de la violence encourage le
Jusqu'au-boutisme des deux cotés. Les
forces de sécurite, en partie visées dans
Fexplosion, ne peuvent que souhaiter

La spirale de la violence
encourage le jusqu'au-
boutisme des deux cotés

se venger des « lerroristes » insaisissa-
bles qui se confondent pour eux avec la
population. Pris dans I'engrenage de la
violence, les d amps auront le sen
timent que le perdant ne peut attendre
aucune pitié de La part du vaingueur.
L'escalade des atrocités peut égale-
ment encourager de plus en plus de
soldats a déserter, conduisant la Syrie
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vers une guerre civile que le régime s
time pouvoir gagner. Face aux forces
réguliéres, on trouve aujourd'hui des
groupes disparates qui agissent inde-
pendamment de I'Armée syrienne li
bre (ASL). Ce mouvement militaire
basé en Turquie peine a fedeérer les
multiples « Brigades de Saladin » et
autres noms ronflants qui ménent des
actio mme ils I'entendent. Dans le
but de s'affirmer, I'ASL a annoneé pour
bientét une initiative spectaculaire.
Mais « I'atomisation » de 'opposition
militaire, comme I'éerit un chercheur
proche de I'opposition syrienne, sert le
gouvernement de Damas, qui oppose
sans peine aux deéserteurs faiblement
armés des troupes cohérentes el bien
equipees.

Seuls deux évenements semblent
pouvoir rompre ce statu quo infernal =
Ia création d'une « zone tampon » en
Syrie, protégee militairement. Elle pa-
rait aujourd hui s’eloigner. Ou un coup
d’Etat, toujours possible, mais encore
hypothétique. m




Libération (France)

Nouvel attentat
sanglant a Damas

SYRIE [’attaque, non revendiquée, contre un bus de
la police a tu€ 26 personnes vendredi.

qui imputer I’atten-
A tat-suicide ? A une

branche radicale de
I’opposition, au régime lui-
méme ou encore a Al-Qaeda.
Pour la deuxiéme fois en
deux semaines, Damas a été
frappé, vendredi, par une
violente explosion qui a tué
26 personnes et en a blessé
une soixantaine d’autres sans
que I’'on sache avec certitude
qui a organisé 1’attentat. Il
est survenu deux jours avant
la réunion du comité de la Li-
gue arabe chargé d’examiner
le rapport d’étape des 70 ex -
perts déployés actuellement
en Syrie. Le comité doit aussi
décider si la mission doit
poursuivre son enquéte ou 'y
mettre fin et transmettre le
dossier au Conseil de sécu-
rité€, ce qui pourrait préparer
le terrain a2 une intervention
internationale.
Lattentat a eu lieu «prés
de I’école Hassan al-Hakim,
dans un lieu bondé», a précisé

la télé syrienne en diffusant
des images particuliere-
ment crues de la scéne. Le
commandement général du
parti Baas (au pouvoir de-
puis 1963) a affirmé que I'at-
tentat coincidait «avec des
déclarations faites par des
symboles de I’opposition sy-
rienne et par des responsables
francais et américains». Le
Hezbollah libanais, toujours
aussi aligné sur Damas, a
renchéri en accusant les
Etats-Unis d’étre derriere
I’attentat. Les Fréres musul-
mans ont, eux, désigné le
pouvoir. «Nous faisons porter
au régime, a ses services de
sécurité et a ses gangs 'entiére
responsabilité de ce crime»,
a insisté leur porte-parole
dansun communiqué.

Reste 1'hypothése d’Al-
Qaeda. Le premier attentat,
perpétré cette fois avec deux
voitures piégées, qui avait
fait 44 morts et 150 blessés,
avait un modus operandi
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pouvant laisser penser qu'il
avait été préparé par cette
organisation. Or, celle-cia
démenti toute implication.
Visant les services de sécu-
rité, il était survenu au len-
demain de I’arrivée de la dé-
légation de la Ligue arabe,
d’ou1’hypothese de I'impli-
cation du régime. U'attentat
commis vendredi avait cette
fois pour cible un bus de la
police. Apres 1'explosion,
une foule en colére est venue
sur place manifester son
soutien au régime aux cris de
«Dieu, la Syrie et Bachar,
c’est tout».

JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
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Le Journal du Dimanche (France)

Damas : a qui profite le crime ?

Syrie Nouvel attentat meurtrier vendredi au cczur de la capitale. Les autorités
dénoncent les djihadistes ; les opposants, le régime d’Assad

Karen Lajon

« Les oiseaux de nuit ont encore frappé, » La
voix est lugubre, comme sortie d'entre les
morts. Justement, la mort dans toute son hor-
reur, voila ce que lacaméra de latélé syrienne
se plait a montrer deés le vendredi, vingt mi-
nutesapres Iattentat en plein coeur de Damas
et qui vient de faire 26 morts et 63 blessés.
Trés vite, une main d’homme apparait sur
F'écran et dépose quatre petits sachets blancs
autour d'une flaque de sang. Puis la caméra
sedéplace, une autre main, qui passe par la
fenétre d'une voiture déchiquetée par 'ex-
plosion. Cette main se saisit de trois boucliers
sur lesquels on voit trés clairement éerit « po-
lice ». Des images chocs qui font le buzz sur
Internet depuis 'attentat

Un attentat monté de toutes pieces, selon
bon nombre de Syriens. « Les dewx scénes sont
clatrement fmées en direct «, explique un do-
cumentariste, opposant syrien, réfugié a
Paris. La télévision syrienne tenait de toute
évidence a frapper les esprits en montrant
les dégats dévastateurs de I'attentat qui a
frappé le coeur de Damas, Ce sont ces nou-
velles donn anglantes que vont sans
doute devoir intégrer les observateurs de la
Ligue arabe dans le rapport qu'ils devraient
présenter anjourd hui. Des images qui prou-
veraient ainsi, bien opportunément, que les
violences ne seraient done pas le seul fait du
pouvoir en place.

<« Nous n'avons que la version
durégime en place »

Les premiers éléments de I'enquéte four-
nis par les autorités otficielles affirment
qu'un kamikaze s'est fait exploser a un tou
de signalisation. » Nous n'avons (/qum
que la version du régime en plac
Syrien. La fols précédente, ¢
Nous n'avons jamais eu d'enquéte indépen-
dante. » Alors, & qui profite le crime ? « C'est
ta question que l'on doit toujours se poser.
déclare le chercheur de I'Iris Didier Billion.
Pas al'opposition, ¢'est sir. Au pouvoir ? En
theorie, oui, dans la mesure oit cela ve lui
permettre de fermer toute possibilité de dia-
logue et d'intensifier la répression. Mais cette
escalade de violence signifierait aussi que le
pouvoir en place a décidé de changer, de la
Jagon la pius cynigue, ia nature de cette ré-
pression déja hystérique. Et pour Uheure,
rien n'est prouve. »

Ala mosquée Al-Hassan, des
Syriens se recueillent devant les
cercuells de 11 policiers tués dans
f"attentat de vendredi 38 Damas.
Muzatfar Salman/AP/ Sipa

Le premier attentat s'est déroulé a quel-
ques metres de la place des Omeyvades, un
endroit o, normalement, jamais une telle
explosion n'aurait di avoir lieu. Le deuxieme,
qui se produisit le 23 décembre el qui visait
des bitiments de la sécurité, a touché le quar-
tier populaire de Midane, ou est née la
contestation de Damas. Un quartier qui fut
toujours rebelle, y compris sous le mandat
frangais. Midane ou I'épicentre en pointillé
de la révolution a Dam. e régime a choist
de lancer son armie nucléaire, poursuit ce S;
rien, qui considére que ces cibles sont
dentes. Jusqu '@ présent, la carte mafeure du
régime, ¢'était la sécurité. Mais comme cela
ce de ce coté-(a, il a peur des défections.
frappe un grand coup, Sans compler
que cela va lut permetire de dire aux repre-

sentants de la Ligue arabe: “Vous vovez, la
violence n'est pas de notre jait, et sans nous
ce sera le chaos.

<« Une manipulation des islamistes
n'est pas a ecarter »

Reste la piste des djibadistes, qui n‘ont.
eux, pour agenda « politique » qu'une désta-
bilisation totale de la région. Le chercheur
Didier Billion se montre dubitatif: « On sait
qu'il y a eu des groupuscides qui sont entres
de Jordanie, mais bon... » L'opposant sy
admelt que le régime peut avoir manipulé des
¢léments islamistes sortis de ses gedles, « Ce
regime est uneforce brute. Une manipulation
des isiamistes n'est pas @ écarter. » Le face-a-
face pouvoir-manifestants, quidure mainte-
nant depuis plus de dix mois, est donc en

train de tourner au tragique. « Le bras de fer
auquel! se livrent le pouvoir et la rue est tel
qu'ils ne sont pas arrivés @ modifier les rap-
ports de force «, souligne encore Didier Bil-
lion. Que peut done faire la Ligue arabe dans
ce marasme, elle qui. jusqu’ici, n'a guére
brillé ? Le ministre des Affaires étrangeres
Alain Juppé le rappelait d'ailleurs vendredi:
« La Ligue arabe n'est pas capable de faire son
travail correctement. »

En attendant, le gouvernement syrien a
choisi hier de |r~!mnsmetlx een ;,mmle
pompe les funérailles
dans I'attentat. A l'extérieur, des milliers de
personnes arboraient des drapeaux noirs sy-
riens, des portraits du président As
scandaient: « Par notre ame et notre sang,
nous nous sacrificrons pour toi, Assad. « @
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De Morgen (Belgique / Belgium)

Al goed dat
Al Qaida is

doodverklaard

yrit heeft stappen codermo-

men om bet bloechergieten te

stoppen.” De wooeden van

axrearrs-general akArabi van

e Arabtsche Liga 2ijn door de

appasite en het Westen op
ongebool en verontwaardiging onthaald. tn
ook opverwandering want de opeolger van
Amr Moussa s een hervormer die de
Arabische revolutie genegen is. De plaatselijle
codedinatiecomirés van het verzet in Sy a2i-
den dater dezelide dag 16 doden waren b
worde o wel geschoten, gad abArabd toe,
maar hetes moeilijk te 2eguen wie op wie
sthwet. Yoor de opstanddingen zip de waar
nmermers van de Liga hetad blind, beezl| parni-
digomdat 2e keodies geven aan deversie van
Damascus dateen gewapende opstand san de
gang is. Ze voeden de cwafiels over de gedoal
waardigheid van de oppositie die de buiten-
werdd bombardestt met dodendfers en
amateurbeelden, Goed getimede 2 fmoce
den doen de rest,

Als de missie van de Liga ven doorgesto-
ken kaartis, is de volgende waag: door wie?
Al kort na de aankemst van de cerste waarn
nemers vroeg het Arabesch parlement, een
obscuur adviserend orgsan van de Liga, hun
terugtrekking. Er was ook keitiek op hun k-
der, de Soedanese lnlenant-gencraal
Mudiansed Alaned aFDale, e van e
militaire inlichtingendienst en rechterhand
van president Bashir, tegen wie bet
Internationaal Strafhof bijna Wil jaar gede-
den een aanhoudingsbevel uitvaardigde
wegens genockde in Darfur. Dubi vond de
toestand in de rebellerende stad Hoas
“seruststellend” en hij sprak eenvan 2ljn
waarnemers tegen die “met eigen ogen”
slutpschutters had gezsen op de daken van
Detaa. De man die wordt beschoawd als de
peervader van de beruchte Soedanese
[angaweed-militie bleef voor al-Arabd "een
bekwaam milstair met een smetteloze repa
tatie”

Dabien Arabi brachten niet de boodschap
die van hen was verwacht Ofwed liegen ze,
ofwed s de werkeliiheid nlet helemaal
20als de Syrische opposite beweert. s ze
liegen, is de vraag waarom? Misschien is
het antwoord van het zoveedste mysterie in
de Arabische omwenteling andermaal e
zocken in het gasreservoir Qatar. Arabi werd
secretaris-generaalvan de Liga nadar Qarar
de aanvankelijke kandidaat had afgewezen
Dabi was linge tjd ambassadeur In de Kei-
ne Colfstaat en een hall jaar geleden betrok-
ken bij hiet akkoord van Doha tussen de
Soudanese egering en een rebelkencoalitie
ukt Dasfur, cen van de vele diplomatieke tro-
feeen waarmee de emur de architect werd
van de regra. Het 1s nies utegesloten dat
Qatar aanstuurt op een misiukking van de
missie am het Syrisch dossier een stap dich-
ter te brengen naar cen ‘LUbische aplassing.

Jihad-legartjo

Het goast intussen van de geruchten. fen
enanis dat in Antakya, in het nden van
Turkije, een soennitische interventiemacht
zich opmaakt om de Syvische opstand te hel
pen, De kern enan 2o bestaan ult LOOO vere
ranen van de corlog tegen Kadhafi in Libad en
evernvel militanten van de baakse Ansas als
Sunna, die 2ich s nog onderschiesdde met
verschillende bomaanshagen en minstens 72
doden in ooder meer Bagdad. De veywilligers
zouden zijn overgeviogen door Qatas.

wiede Spaanse cudpremier Aznarap 4
december in een opiniestuk ap de website
van ONBC schireed dot hi| betrodden was baj de
Al Qasdaaanslagen van 11 maart 2004 0p wier
tremen in hetstathan van Mocha in Madrid.
Helhajis = november naar Istanbeal geseiad
oo aan de Syrische opstandedingen zjn dien-
s1em 2an e bleden nadat hi| bunen de prigzen
was gevallen biyde verdeling van de minis-
terspanten inde nieuwe Libische regering, De
Derichten over zijn mternationaal jihad-leger-
tjezijoeen verdere stap in de gevaarijke
regronaleescalatie tussen enerzijds soenme-
ten, metsteun van de Golfmanarchiedn, het
Weatenen Turkije, waar premier Erchogan zijn
Kracheen meet met et beger, en anderzijds §i-
sten, onckee leiding van bran.

Alwekenwondt gevegd dat Gacar de Syri sche
rebedlen bewapent en financiere. Dat deed het
ook in Libie. Een ander signaal van de assesrtie-
we polivek vande gasstaat is de aankondiging
datde Afghaanse taliban In Doha een gezant-
schap openen voor contacten mes codes
meer de Amerdanen da wanhopsg op zoek
2iin naar de uizgang in Afghanistan, In de pas
verschenen lijstvan bet jordaanse Rogal
tdamic Strategk Stuches Centre met de 500
cedrijkste mostims van betatgelopen jsar
staal deemnir van de Meine Golfstaatop de
2esde plaats. Men 200 Hamad bin iaak
Theaans iy e tup e ver wadl sess wanaieen e
n bet rappaort leest dat hij “de Arabasche Jente
grotendeels hoeft sangedreven vid de verslag-
gevng van akjazeer, Zin financkde steun ain
che opstand en zijn politieke steun bn bz Hiy
heeft als geen ander de Arabeche lente moge
Bjkgerniaki”,

Intussen is de zogehesen lentesings de
mstelling van bet ixegverbod boven Libi® in
maart steeds minder een aangelegenheid van
hetvolk alleen Machtige en minder machtige
mogendheden Ajn party en proberen decon-
flicten in hun voordeel te beslechsen hetztjva

Dewaarnemers vande
Arabische Liga in Syri€é
worden geleid door de
Soedanese generaal
al-Dabi, tegen wie het
Internationaal Strafthof
een arrestatiebevel
uitvaardigde wegens
genocide in Darfur,
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diplomatie, discrete contacten en presche, het-
2 rechtstreeks, met geld en maltaire midde
len Andere kwesties raken verviochten met
de revoluties, v stifgende spanning rond het
Iraans atoomdossier staat nket los wande
oplaiende animaositeit tussen de sjigtische
meerderheid en de gemarginal seerde soen-
nieten inlrak. Ze s ook verviochten met de
gebeurtentssen in Syri, de enlge bondgenoot
van lran in de Arabische werekd en kvenslijn
van Teheran naar Hezbollah in Libanco en
Hamas in Gaza

Sjileten versus soennieten

Onderiggend beoedreen vesd breder con-
flict tussen sfileten vn soennieten, Aabieren
en Perzen” Dinsdag dretgde Teheran met
actie as het Amenkaanse viegdekschip LSS
Stennis paar de Golf 2ou terugkeren. Opoude
Jaarsavand onde iran mes militaire
manceuvrescat het de straat van Hormuz, de
toegang tot de Golf, kan blokkeren, Fveneens
op cadegaer kondigde presaclent Obama stral-
maatregelen ain tegen financife ivsrel ingen
die zaken doen met de Iaanse centrale bank,
voor de avatolahs “ven oarogsdaad”. De olie
prijs wolgt de oplopende temper st

D de lraniers het engste viezen blijkn vit de
valvande rial en despeciaculalr s gende
wizsnaptiepuijeen, Het wolk i L Es wundt
gedack dat de ayatollabys inextremis zullen
Kiezen voor de Viucht vooruit Er wondt
geaegd dar bet verkieslijker i om nu een oor-
log te voeren met lran dan te wachten tot hee
ven kemnbom beeft. In elk geval zogeen shui-
ting vam Horme kiden toreen westerse
Inserventie. Het latsse rappaort van het
Aroamagertschap aver de nuckeaire plannen
van Iran en de toestand in Syrie,waar de reglo
nale positie van lran op het spel staat, stellen
de zenuwen op de proel, Als de confrantatie
verder escakeers kan Teheran, dat de Arabische
unvwentelingen had toegejuacht alseen
wederuitgne van de eigen islamatiscbe reve-
lutie van 1979, bet ultieme slachroffer worden
Het regime Is verdedd. Presicent Ahma-
dinejad en bet establshment rond geestelijk
leicker Khamene staan et getrokien messen
tegenover elkau, De arrestatie van de hervor-
mingsgezinde dochter van oud-peesident
Rafsanpnt s daarvan het jangste teken. Voor
bekde clans zijn de padementsverkiszingen
van 2 maart cruciaal en allebei weten 2e dat e
hetlaatste vertrotnwen van de bevolking kwijt
zin sinds de presidenssverioezing wn 2000,

Vanuit westers cogpunt Is de naderende
machisoveriiame van de Arabische republie-
ken door de Moslimbroederschap een nacht-
merrie 2olang de theocratie i Iran bestaaten
Blijft aznsparen toe extremasme. De Arabische
lenate zal e naam pas verdieoen wanneer de
beoeders indommelen, 2odra 2e 3an de macht
komen, Of ze met priviieges of geld kunnen
worden gewiegd hangt af van hoe hars de
adern blyft van ultra's die altipd zulles kunnen
rekenen op stean en inspiratie van de radicale
ayatollahs

Niets wijst erop dat de revolutonase lan-
den spoediy weer zulien inslapen.in jemen
heerst een gevaarlijke chaos, In Libié weigeren
de milities die Tripali hebben bevrtid e ver-
trekken of te antwapenen. Zevechten am de
vorlagsbuit tat m de drukste graten van de
hootdstad. Voorzatter Jalil van de Overgangs-
13 waarschuwt voor een busgeroarksy, De
pepulistische mosbonbroedecs 2ijn 1o opimars
opalle fronten. Egypte, Arabisch gidsland, met
de antidemocratische salifisten minsters een
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Nach dem Anschlag: Zerstirte Awos tm Damasz ener Stadget! Midan

Foo AFP

Tote bei Explosion in Damaskus

Staatsfernsehen: Selbstmordanschlag / Opposition vermutet das Regime hinter der Tat

Her. ABU DHABI, 6. Januar. Das Zen-
trum von Damaskus ist am Freitag von ei-
ner heftigen Bombenexplosion erschiit-
tert worden. Nach Angaben des Staats-
fernsehens handelte es sich um einen
Selbstmordanschlag, bei dem 25 Men-
schen getdtet und 45 weitere verletzt wur-
den. Eszeigte Bilder eines zerstdrten Poli-
zeibusses und zerstorter Personenwagen.
Die Detonation erfolgte im dichtbesiedel-
ten Stadtteil Midan kurz vor dem Beginn
einer groben Kundgebung von Regime-
gegnern. Wie bei dem Doppelanschizg
vom 23. Dezember, bei dem in Damaskus
44 Menschen getdiet worden waren, be-
schuldigten Sprecher des Regimes auch
dieses Mal Terroristen“, den Anschlag
veriibt zu haben. Die Opposition hinge-
gen machte abermals das Regiime fir die
Tat verantwortlich, das die Proteste pegen
Prisident Baschar al Assad mit der Be-
grindung niederschlgt, es bekimpée Ter-
roristen und bewaffnete Banden. Die
Bombe wurde an einer Ampel gezondet,
die Sicherheitskrifte hatien dort wegen
der Kundgebung Stellung bezogen.

Vor dem Anschlag hatten im Damasze-
ner Stadtteil Arbin, einer Hochburg der
Proteste, regimetreve Soldate n nach Anga-
ben des Senders Al Arabija eine Gruppe
von Beobachtern der Arabischen Liga be-
schossen, als diese auf der Strafe mit Ein-
wohnern sprachen. Der Zwischenfall er-
hoht den Druck auf die Arabische Liga,
ihre Beobachter aus Syrien abzuziehen. In
den nachsten Tagen soll zun&chst die Zahl
der Beobachter von 100 auf 150 erhoht
werden. Der Sprecher des syrischen Au-
Benministeriums, Dschihad Maqdisi, sag-
te, Syrien erwarte von den Beobachtern
.Objektivitat und Professionalitat”.

In New York sagte ein Sprecher der Ver-
einten Nationen, die Beobachter der Liga

konnten durch die Vereinten Nationen
ausge bildet und auf ihre Mission vorberei-
tet werden. UN-Generalsekretir Ban Ki-
moon war zuvor zu einem Gesprich mit
dem gatarischen Ministerprisidenten Ha-
mad Bin Dschassim Al Thani, der in der
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Arabischen Liga den Vorsitz des Sonder-
ausschusseszu Syrien fuhrt, zusamme nge-
kommen. Die AuBenminister des Sonder-
ausschusses wollen am Sonntag in Kairo
die Berichte der ersten Beobachtergrup-
pe diskutieren. Dem Ausschuss gehdren

neben Qatar auch Agypten, Sudan, Alge-
rien und der Oman an. Mbglicherweise
werden weitere Linder eingeladen, um
das Gewicht des Ausschusses zu stirken.
Mehrere arabische Staaten firchten, dass
bei einem Abzug der Beobachter in Sy-
rien eine auslindische [Intervention
droht, was die arabische Welteinhellig ab-
lehnt.

Der Auftrag der Beobachter der Arabi-
schen Liga istes zu iiberpriifen, ob das Re-
gime die Armeeeinheiten aus den Stiden
atwieht und die politischen Gefangenen
freilasst. Der Generalsekretir der Arabi-
schen Liga, Nabil al Arabi, sagte, Syrien
habe 3500 Gefangene freigelassen. Die
Aktivistengruppe Avaaz spricht jedoch
von 37 000 Syrern, die seit dem Beginn
des Aufstands verhaftet wurden und wei-
ter in Haft sind. Avaaz beschuldigt das Re-
gime ferner, in Oberfillliten Gefingnissen
und Sammellagern 617 Oppositionelle zu
Tode gefoltert zu haben. Die Gruppe gibt
die Zahl der seit dem 15. Marz getiteten
Syrer mit 6874 an.

[T
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Tageszeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Anschlagin Syrien—al-Qaida oder Assad?

SYRIEN Eine Bombe in Damaskus totet 25 Menschen — nur einen Tag bevor die Arabische Liga ihre
Beobachtermission in Syrien auswerten will. Thr Versuch, die Gewalt einzuddmmen, scheint gescheitert

VON GABRIELA M. KELLER

BERLIN taz | Einen Tag bevor die
Arabische Liga eine Zwischenbi-
lanz ihrer Beobachtermission in
Syrien ziehen will, ist in der
Hauptstadt Damaskus am Frei-
tag eine Bombe explodiert. Be-
richten zufolge wurden 25 Men-
chen getdtet und mehr als 50
verletzt, als sich vor einem Poli-
zeibus im zentralen Viertel Mi-
dan ein Selbstmordattentiter in
die Luft sprengte, wie es in offizi-
ellen Angaben heifdt. Einzelhei-
ten waren zunichst nicht be-
kannt. Doch der Vorfall weist Pa-
rallelen zu einem Doppelan-
schlag am 23. Dezember auf, bei
dem 44 Menschen starben.

Ob Terroristen die Tater wa-
ren, wie das Regime behauptet,
lasst sich nicht priifen. Viele op-
positionelle Aktivisten glauben,
dass das Regime die Attentate in-
szeniert, um sich als Opfer dar-
zustellen. ,Ich bin hundert Pro-
zent uberzeugt, dass es das Re-
gime war’, sagt Omar al-Thani,
ein Aktivist in Damaskus. ,Sie
wollen den Beobachtern eine
Botschaft iibermitteln: Kommt
und seht, was al-Qaida in Syrien
tut.” Andere Oppositionelle sind
sich nicht sosicher: Vor zwei Wo-
chen habe ich noch geglaubt,
dass das Regime hinter den An-
schligen steckt’, sagt Tareq, ein
ortsansassiger  Demonstrant.
LAber in letzter Zeit gibt es viel
Gerede tber junge Manner, die
sich danach sehnen, solche Ope-
rationen durchzufithren, weil sie
nicht mehr glauben, dass De-
monstrationen zum Sturz des
Regimes fithren werden, und

spuren der Verwlstung nach der Bombe in Damaskus am Freitag Foto: dapd

weil die internationale Gemein-
schaft nichts tut.”

Der Zeitpunkt der Anschlige
ist jedenfalls auffillig: Am Tag
vor Weihnachten trafen in Syrien
die arabischen Beobachter ein;
nun stehen Beratungen tiber den
bisherigen Verlauf der Mission
bevor. Die Delegation ist zuletzt
massiv in die Kritik geraten; es
gibt erhebliche Zweifel an der
Objektivitat sowie an der Fihig-
keit der Beobachter, die Situation
angemessen zu erfassen.

Deswegen will die Arabische
Liga die Missionam Wochenende
unter die Lupe nehmen. Die Be-
obachter sollten dazu beitragen,
eine friedliche Losung fur den
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Konflikt zu finden. Stattdessen
aber hat die Gewalt seit ihrer An-
kunft eher noch zugenommen:
Mehrals 300 Zivilistensind nach
Angaben von Aktivisten in den
vergangenen zwei Wochen getd-
tet worden. Mittlerweile wachst
auch in der Liga selbst das Unbe-
hagen. Die Organisation habe
weinige Fehler” bei der Mission
begangen, raumte Katars Regie-
rungschef Scheich Hamad bin
Dschassem al-Thani ein und bat
bei der UNO um Unterstiitzung.

Vor allem der Missionsleiter,
der sudanesische General Musta-
fa al-Dabbi, hat die Glaubwiirdig-
keit der Arabischen Liga in den
Augen der syrischen Protestbe-

,Ich bin hundert Pro-
zent tiberzeugt, dass
das Regime hinter den

Anschldgen steckt*”
OMAR AL-THANI, AKTIVIST

wegung beschidigt: Nach einem
ersten Besuch in der Protest-
hochburg Homs sagte er, die La-
ge dort sei  stellenweise etwas
durcheinander’, allerdings habe
er  nichts Beangstigendes" gese-

JWir trauen den Beobachtern
nicht’, sagt Omar Shakir, ein Ak-
tivist aus Homs. ,Wir glauben,
dass diese Mission ein Manover
ist,um dem Regime mehrZeitzu
geben, die Proteste zu ersticken.”

Anfangs berichteten Aktivis-
ten in verschiedenen Stadten
tbereinstimmend vom Desinte-
resse der Beobachter, von kurzen
Besuchen und mangelnder Be-
reitschaft zu Gesprachen mit An-
wohnern. Das scheint sich in die-
ser Woche zumindest in einigen
Fallen gebessert zu haben. ,Sie
kamen am Dienstag in mein Ba-
ro, al-Dabbi und vier weitere Be-
obachter’, schildert Abu Omar,
ein Menschenrechtler in der
Stadt Hama. ,Sie schienen
freundlich und sahen sich meine
Unterlagen in Ruhe an.”

Gleichzeitig haufen sich Be-
richte, dass das Regime gezielt
versucht, die Beobachter in die
Irre zu fithren: ,Ich habe gese-
hen, dass sie das Straflenschild
vor meinem Haus ausgetauscht
haben’, sagt Abu Omar. ,Meine
Strafle liegt in einer ruhigen Ge-
gend, doch sie wollten der Dele-
gation weismachen, dass dies ei-
nes der aufstindischen Viertel
sei.” Armeefahrzeuge sollen um-
lackiert und mit Polizeischildern
markiert worden sein, um einen
Abzug des Militars aus den Stad-
ten vorzutiuschen, wie es der
Friedensplan der Arabischen Li-
ga vorgibt. Am Freitagmorgen
hitten Sicherheitskrifte nahe
D: kus sogar ein Beobachter-

hen. Zuletzt bestritt er die Aussa-
ge eines anderen Beobachters,
dassinderstdlichen Stadt Daraa
Scharfschiitzen zu sehen seien.

team angegriffen, berichtete der
Sender al-Arabija. Die Mission
hat den Vorfall bislang nicht be-
statigt.
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Neue Ziircher Zeitung (Suisse / Switzerland)

Arabische Liga ist ratlos

Fiir Mission in Syrien erwiigen Emissire eine Zusammenarbeit mit der Uno

Die Arabische Liga beriit iber
das weitere Vorgehen in Syrien.
Das Regime in Damaskus hat
nach dem jiingsten Bomben-
anschlag seinen Gegnern mit
der eisernen Faust gedroht.

Inga Rogg, Bagdad

Angesichts der eskalierenden Gewalt
in Syrien will die Arabische Liga ihre
Beobachtermission fiberdenken. Dabei
driingte der Vorsitzende des Syrien-
Ausschusses, Katars Ministerpriisident
Scheich Hamad bin Jassim bin Jaber
al-Thani, am Samstag zu File, Die Be-
obachtermission diirfe keine Zeit ver-
schwenden, sagte er dem ambischen
Fernsehsender al-Jazira.

Das syrische Regime hat nach dem
jingsten ‘lerroranschlag in der Haupt-
stadt Damaskus gedroht, mit «eiserner
Faust» zuriickzuschlagen, Ein Bom-
benanschlag im Stadtteil Meidan hatte
laut Angaben der Behdrden am Freitag
26 Tote und 63 Verletzte gefordert. Das
Viertel st einer der wenigen Orte in
der Hauptstadt, in der die seit zehn
Monaten andauvernden Protestbewe-
gung Fuss fassen konnte. Am Samstag
versammelten sich hier j
rere Tausend Regimean er. um elf
am Freitag getdteten Polizisten das
letzte Geleit zu geben. «Aus der Frei-
heit wurde Terror, Wir flirchten Ame-
rika, die Mutter allen Terrors, nichty,
riefen Trauernde vor der Moschee, in
der die Trauerfeier stattfand. Andere
forderten die Wiedercinfihrung des
Ausnahmezustands.

Der Terroranschlag - es ist der zwei-
te innerhalb von gut zwei Wochen -
hat die Kluft zwischen dem Regime
und seinen Gegnern weiter vertieft. Er
sei Teil des Komplotts, das sich seit

v
4

Bilderdes

<%

syrisc

4 27 L "

o 4

AZNET 2
hen Prasidenten Asad auf einem Abfallhauf

‘eninHoms. ( Januar2012)

RILTERS

Monaten mit Terror und Mord gegen
Svrien richte, sagte Informationsminis-
ter Adnan Mahmud an der Trauerfeier
am Samstag. Die Opposition machte
dagegen das Regime fir das Verbre-
chen verantwortlich, das damit das An-
schen der Protestbewegung schadigen
wolle.

Oppasitionelle hatten die Beabach-
termission teilweise heftig Kritisiert,
weil es ihr nicht gelungen war, der Re-
pression Einhalt zu gebieten. Zwar
liess Prisident Bashar al-Asad 4000
Gefangene fred, gleichzeitig toreten Si
cherheitskritfte Jaut Angaben Opposi-
tioneller mehr als 250 Repimegegner,
Am Samstag wurden erneut mindes-
tens zehn Personen getitet

Die Arabische Liga werde die inak-
zeptable Gewalt nicht hinnehmen. sag-
te der Kkatarische Ministerprisident
Scheich Hamad. Gemiss der Vereinba-
rung zwischen Syrien und der Liga hat
sich Asad verpflichtet, simtliche Pan-
zer abzuzichen, alle Gefangenen frei-
zulassen, Demonstrationen zu erlan-
ben und auskindische Journalisten ins
Land zu lassen, um so den Weg fiir Ge-
spriche mit der Opposition zu ebnen,
Nichts davon habe das Regime erfiillt,
sagte Scheich Hamad, Zudem seien die
Beobachter behindert worden. Statt
sich um ihren eigentlichen Aufr:
kitmmern, hiitten sie Lebensmittel ver-
teilt und nach Vermissten gesucht

Die Liga trifft sich am Sonntag, um
die seit zwei Wochen andavernde Mis-
sion auszuwerten. Im Vorfeld wurden
auch aus der Arabischen Liga Forde-
rungen nach ihrer Beendigung laut.
Generalsekretir Nabil al-Arabi sprach

jedach fiir eine Fortsetzung aus
Offenbar wird aber ¢ine Zusammen-
arbeit mit der Uno erwogen. Die Liga
habe bisher versucht. die Knise in §
ricn durch Araber [8sen zu lassen, sag-
te Scheich Hamad.
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L'Unita (Italie / Italy)

lquartiere & Midan a Damasco dopo lepbeone d el

. ¥

e

P O LA .

- L’attentato Escalation in Siria dopo l'attacco kamikaze in un quartiere centrale della capitale

- Bilancio Almeno 26 morti e 46 feriti. Intanto su Al Jazira appare il primo generale disertore

Strage a Damasco

«Questo sangue

porta la firma di Assad»

Accuse incrociate perl’attenta-
to kamikaze diieri nella capita-
le siriana. Il regime punta il di-
to contro l'opposizione, ma i
Fratelli musulmani replicano:
«Siete stati voie.

wiagov rrurgdguinl
Una cameficina nel cuore di Dama-

sco. Almeno 26 morti e 46 ferid. Eil
bilancio di un anacco suicida nella

capitale siriana. L'atenaro kamika-
ze € avwenuto nel quarcere Midan
nei pressi di una sede dellinelligen-
ce e non lontano da una scuola: «in
un quartere popolare, molto vicino
ad una scuola, in un luogo affollatos,
riferisce la Tv siriana. Nelle agghiac-
cianri immagini trasmesse dal
nerwork si vede un autobus in primo
piano che pomrebbee ssere stamo 1 ber-
saglio dell'anacco. «Dieci persone so-
no staee uccise e 1 resu di almeno al-
me quindicl persone sono stati fimro-

vati Aliri 46 sono stad feritie, nbadi-

sce in serata la Tv siriana, precisando

che le vitime sono in maggioranza
wili

O4f £ ILMANDANTE

L' atracco avviene a meno di due sern-
mane dai due sanguinosi attentan
suicidi del 23 dicembre, quando mo-
rirono 44 persone ¢ alire 166 rimase-
ro ferie. | Fratell musulmani sinani
hanno accusaro il regime di Bashar
al-Assad diessere arefice dell antac-

co suicida di deri 0 e hanno chiesto
Fapermura di un'inchiest ine mazio-
nak e del mondo arabo. «Chiediamo
un'indagine internazionale e del
mondo arabo sullesplosione prima
che i criminali nascondano le prove
dei loro criminis, dice il portavoce
dei Fratelli Musulmani, Zouheir Sa-
lem, aggiungendo che «noi arribuia-
mo al regime, ai suoi servizi di sicu-
rezza e ai suoi gruppi Intera respon-
sabilia di questo crimine e li dichia-
riamo responsabili di rutro 1l sangue
versato sul suolo iraniano.. Laracco
kamikaze nel quarnere Midane «rive-
la chiaramense, per il suo dming, 1
luogoe l'esito, ldennta deisuoi aute-
rie, pro®egue Salem.

I Fratelli Musulmani avevano gia
accusaro il regime siniano diessere il
mandanse deiprecedent artacchi av-
venuti a Damasco il 23 dicembre,
quando lesplosione di due autobom-
be provocarono la more di 44 perso-
ne e pi di 160 ferin. Lesplosione av-
venuta ¥ri mattna a Damasco «@
una continuazione della guerra spor-
cadel regime, che sta provando a spo-
stare Fatenzione dalle proteste di
massas, afferma Omar Idilbi, pora-
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voce del Consiglio nazionale siriano,
uno dei gruppi di opposizione: «Chie-
diamo una commissione internazio-
nale indipendente per indagare su
questi crimini che crediamo che il re-
gime abbia pianificatoe portato a ter-
mine», aggiunge Idilbi

IL REGIME ATTACCA

Immediata la risposta del governo.
«Non sappiamo chi & morto e quant
sono morti. Ma siamo sicuri che é sta-
ta un'azione erroristica perpetrata
dai cosiddetti manifestanti per la li-
bertas, dice la speaker della tv di Sta-
to commentando le immagini prove-
niend dal luogo dellattacco. «Rispon-
deremo con il pugno di ferro contro
chiungue sia tentato di giocare con la
sicurezza del Paese o dei suoi diradi-
nis, avvere il ministro dellInterno si-
riano, Ibrahim al-Shaar, ditato dalla
w di Stato.

Tra attentad e una repressione che
non ha sose, si consuma il fallimento
dellamissione di osservatori della Le-
ga Araba. Il segretario generake della
Lega Araba, Nabilel Arabi, ha chiesto
al leader di Hamas di base a Dama-
sco, Khaled Meshaal, che ha incontra-
to ieri al Cairo, di intercedere presso
le autorita siriane affinché «si lavori
per pore fine a violenzes. Lo ha co-
municato 1o seesso el Arabi. «Gli ho
affidato oggi (ieri, ndr) un messag-
gio per le autorita siriane: & necessa-

Solidarieta internazionale
La Lega araba chiede
aiuto ad Hamas

per la fine delle violenze

rio lavorar con integrita, trasparen-
zae credibilita per fermare la violen-
za in Sirias, afferma el Arabi Crona-
ca di guerra: almeno 35 persone, a
cui una donna, un ragazzo di 16 anni
e tre soldati disertori, sono state ucci-
se ieri dalle forze fedeli al presidene
Bashar al Assad in varie localita del
Paese. Lo riferiscono i Comitad di
coordinamento locale degli artivist,
che forniscono una lista detzagliata
delle vittime. 11 bilancio di sangue si
fa sempre piu agghiacciante. Sono
6.013 le persone uccise, di cui 4.878
e 1.135 militari, in Siria in died mesi
di repressione delle protese popola-
ri, ormai sfociate in alcune regioni in
rivolta. Lo riferiscono i Comitat di
coordinamento locale, che fornisco-
no un bilancio dettagliato dele vitt-
me regione per regione. In serata, si
manifestail primo generale delleser-
dito siriano disertore. E il generale
Mustafa Ahmad Al-Sheikh. Ad an-
nundiare la sua defezione & lo stesso
militare in un video, trasmesso da al
Jazira, in cui legge un messaggio ri-
volto ai soldati invitando loro a passa-
re dalle pare dei manifestant. ¢
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

P

umsuns«wsunmu*mnmnummmﬂnm TN REUTERS

Terrorismo bajo sospecha en Siria

Ningtn grupo reivindica el segundo atentado en una semana, que deja 25 muertos
Se produce en visperas del primer informe de los observadores de la Liga Arabe

Viore do primen de Damasco, junto aun semiforo  yor ndmero de muertes posible-  nes destructivos. Sana ha informa-
Los de ayer, por un nuevo atenta-  y muy cerca de un colegio, una  tienen las huellas de Al Qoedas,  do rutinars delapr
do terrorista, el do en dos quita y una isaria. npunmbuhngmn-aﬁnaldcm- de grupos armados que pretenden
semanas, que coincide también El mismo barmo de AlMidan ha  ticias Sana citando al Mi d bilizar ] pais. Y no da una
con los dias previos a la presenta-  sido escenanio en los Gltimos me- &= Interior. El objetivo, dijo, emun linea sobre las manifestaciones
cén del informe de los observado-  ses de varias protestas contru el re-  auicbds en el que viajaban miem-  que han tenido lugar contra Asad.
res de la Liga Arabe. gimen de Asad. La explosion se  bros de las Foerzas de Seguridad.  Periodistas y ciudadanos que se
Ellos tienen que determinar,  produjo en un momento de gran Desde que comenzo el levanta-  atreven a documentar la viclencia
entre otras cosas, si Asad tiene  afluencia en las calies, mientras  miento sino en marzo de 2011, &l independientemente se convierten
razon csando asegura que bo Gni-  muchas personas se dirigiana las  regimen ha tmtado de relacionarla en victimas.
co que hacen sus leales es res- 3 paru particpar en &l tra- Ita con grupos vio) yh- Como Basil al Sayed, de 24
ponder ante acciones de terroris- ancs, asesmado el 3) de dicembre
tas. O si, como sostienen la opo- s por las fuerzas de seguridad por
sicion y Jos rebeldes, las torturas :pnsan e filmar la viclencia en Homs, de-
y los disparos con fuego real con- Ingignacion nunad Reportercs Sin Fronteras.
tra las manifestaciones tratan de carca & una «Todo &l mundo sabe que el régi-
acallar la movilizacién social mancha da men estd mintiendo, y que ks opo-
contra su régimen. m': sitores no somos criminales. E1

Por #s0, hace dos semanas ocu-
rrio lo mismo que ayer: hubo un
wtentado brutal que el Gobierno s
apresurd a atribuir @ terroristas y
los opositores vincularon a una ac-
con mertal mis del mismisimo ré-
gimen para justificar su violenta
represion ante los observadores.
«El Gobéerno de Asad esti detris
de Jo ocurridas, se reforzaba la te-
sis en internet.

«El régimen sabe que se le estd
escapando of poder de las manos y,
por tanto, implementa una politica
de tierra quemadas, sostiens Maa-
mun al Homsi, ex diputado del
paramento sino y actual refugiado
politico. «l.o que pretende s ate-
rrorizar a la poblacion sira. Trata
de transformar la revolucién en
una guerra cvils.

El primer atague con dos co-
ches bomba se produjo el pasado
23 de diciembre y dejo un reguero
de 44 muertos. Ayer, la version
ofcial hablaba de un te-

dicional rezo del viernes. Sobre el
asfalto quedaron 11 cadaveres y
Jos restos de otros 15 cuerpos, ade-
mas de 50 heridos y varias coches

mmnn suicida que hizo detomr
juntoaun a

ro ubicado debajo del puente de

Al Midan en este populoso barrie

S «El modus operand: de los ata-
ques y sus objetivos -ya que las
dos zonas son populosas y, por
tanto, se ha podido causado o ma-

verdadero criminal es el Estadoe,
clama Al Homsi desde el exilio en

400 muertos y
«sin conclusiones»

Desde que bos observadares de ba Liga Arabe
llegaron hace dos semanas a Siria para
comprobar ‘in situ' si hsdenundn de
violacion de derechas h

Fl Cairo y tras pasar cinco anos en
la carcel por expresar su oposi-
<%n a los infames métodos de re-
presion del régimen sirio.

Lo certo es que comienzan a
extenderse las dudas sobee la ver-
dadern astonia de los Gitimos aten-
tados. Por una simple nzon: no ha
habido grupe alguno que Iz haya
reivindicado, como &s habitual en
estos casos. Y después del prime-
ro del 23 de diciembre, la credibi-
lidad del Gobierno al respecto ya
estd en entredicho.

Entonces, &l régimen sirio culpé
2 los Hermanos Musulmanes. Se
publico una reévindicacion de res-
poasabilidad por los atentados en
su nombre en una pagina web wtni-
buida a esta organuzacon ilegalza-
day perseguida en Siria desde hace
décadas y la misma organizacon
desmintio después cualquier vincu-
Jo con los atentades y con of web.

«Mientras Asad siga en el po-
dervaa tratando de empu-
jar al pais hacia una guerra secta-
rias, sostiens Al Homsi. «En los
dos casos, el régimen ha incrimi-
nado a grupos sunies. A pesar de

brutal del régimen son reales, lns opuhols
han contabilizado 400 personas asesinadas
porlas ammas del régimen de Asad y sus
leales. En total, suman 6000 los muertos
desde elinicio de Ia revolucion hace 10
meses. Algunos de esos cadaveres han
salpicado el recomrido de los mismos expertos

intemacionales. Como el de un nifio con un
diquom la espalda, que fue colocado por su padreenel
capd de su coche oficial para que no pu seguirdiciend
que allino estaba pasando nada saterradors. A)!r el Ejércin
Libre Sirio exigié ka retirada de los observadores d de
que el jefe de la mision, el teniente general Mohamed Ahmed
Mustafa ak-Dabi, dechnnul um ult!!vish que «ain no

hemos llegado auna 1

quedll no tiene ca-
racter sectario, nos estan empu-
jando en esa direccions. Desde
marza, las cuatro ciudades sirias
que mas represion han sufrido
han sido Homs, Hama, Idlib y Da-
raa. Todas se identifican con la
identidad suni. Ayer, fue alli tam-
bién donde se concentraron las
victimas de la represion: otras 35

P murieron, segén infor-
maron los opositores Comités de
Coordinacidn Local.

itivas. El dode

este viernes dejo 26 muertox Eldia anterior, la represionde
las protestas civiles sumé 24 cadive res.

M) ORBYT.es

>Analisis de Serene Assir scbre
la realidad sira.
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Siria, sin salida

La irrupcion del terrorismo tras las revueltas
pacificas debilita doblemente al régimen

UN NUEVO ATENTADO suicida dejo ayer de-
cenas de victimas en pleno centro de Da-
masco. Es la segunda vez en dos semanas
que la capital siria padece ataques de es-
tas caracteristicas, que el Gobierno de
Bachar el Asad atribuye a los grupos isla-
mistas que supuestamente dirigen las re-
vueltas y la oposicion al propio régimen.
Con independencia de quiénes sean los
autores, las matanzas solo anaden sufri-
miento a un pais que ha pagado con mas
de 5.000 muertos su deseo de poner fin a
la dictadura hereditaria de la familia El
Asad. Y aunque se trate de una reivindica-
cion quimérica en una situacion como la
que vive Siria desde el inicio de las revuel-
tas, la comunidad internacional no pue-
de renunciar a la exigencia de que el Go-
bierno de Damasco investigue los hechos
y ofrezca una version mas fundamentada
que las vaguedades desgranadas hasta el
momento.

El Asad y su régimen tal vez imaginen
que la irrupcion brutal del terrorismo
tras varios meses de revueltas pacificas,
aunque reprimidas a sangre y fuego, re-
fuerzan su posicion. Antes por el contra-
rio, la debilita doblemente. Si tiene res-
ponsabilidad por accion u omision en los
atentados, porque habra ahondado la fo-

sa en la que yace desde hace mucho su
legitimidad para seguir al frente de Siria;
si no la tiene, porque su obstinacion de
mantenerse en el poder a cualquier pre-
cio estaria abonando el terreno para que
Al Qaeda y sus franquicias puedan disi-
mular su proyecto totalitario y sus méto-
dos execrables detras de una causa justa
y con amplio apoyo popular.

La mision de la Liga Arabe que debia
comprobar la situacion sobre el terreno
en Siria para dar paso a una salida politica
ha sido un fiasco debido a la parcialidad y
la condescendencia mostradas hacia el ré-
gimen de El Asad. La organizacion sale
malparaday, con ella, la timida esperanza
de poner fin a varios meses de muerte y
destruccion. Nada volvera a ser como an-
tes de las revueltas, incluso si la oposicion
pacifica detuviese ahora las protestas. Ba-
char el Asad es un presidente estigmatiza-
doy los Gobiernos que se avinieran a tra-
tar con €l ignorando lo que ha pasado pon-
drian de manifiesto lo espurio de sus inte-
reses y su verdadera naturaleza.

No hay signos de que la oposicion paci-
fica vaya a ceder ni tampoco de que lo
vaya a hacer el régimen sirio. La pregun-
ta es cuanto tiempo seguira paralizada la
comunidad internacional.
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Damascus suicide bombing
kills up to 26 people

MICHAEL JANSEN

AN EXPLOSION yesterday killed
up to 26 people and wounded 46 in
the central Damascus Maidan
neighbourhood, the scene of fre-
quent anti-regime protests fol-
lowing Friday prayers.

Interior minister Muhammad
Shaar said a suicide bomber was
responsible for the atrack, which
occurred two weeks after co-ordi
nated blasts in the capital Killed 44
and wounded 166. “He detonated
himself with the aim of killing the
largest number of people,” Mr
Shaar stated.

The target appeared to be a min-
ibus carrying policemen dis
patched 10 contain protesters.
Both officers and bystanders were
among the casualries. A second
device reportedly went off in the
suburb of Tal, killing a girl, while a
third was said to have been
defused.

The suicide bombings amount
to a departure from the type of vio-
lent events that have taken place
since anti-government demonstra-
tions erupted last March. The mili-
tary crackdown on protests has
been characrerised by beatings,
detentions, shootings, and tank fire
into restive neighbourhoods while
armed opponents and army defec-
tors have mounted attacks with
firearms on loyalist troops and
rocketed military installations.

Col Riad al-Assad, commander
of the defectors’ Free Syrian
Army, denied responsibility for

People gather at the site of an explosion in the Maidan district of
Damascus yesterday. Photograph

the bombing, arguing that it “does
not have the experience to carry
out such explosions”. However,
defecting sappers would have the
expertise to rig bombs. Col Assad -
who does not control disparate
groups of deserters operating far
from his base in Turkey - has
called for stepped-up operations if
the crackdown does not end soon.

Opposition spokesmen have
accused the government of car-
rying out the bombing in order to
prove to Arab League monitors
that Syria is a victim of a foreign-
sponsored conspiracy involving
“armed gangs” and al-Qaeda. The
monitors, who arrived omn
December 27th, are tasked with
overseeing compliance with the
League peace plan which calls for
an end to all violence, withdrawal

: Reuters/Sana

of troops from urban areas and
freeing of prisoners.

Mission chief Lt Gen Mustafa
Dabi observed that the monitors
have not yet reached “a conclu-
sion” but once the 100-member
team has probed incidents
throughout the country, “I think
we will be able to draw our conclu-
sions.” A League committee
dealing with the crisis is set to
meet today in Cairo to discuss calls
for the mission to be withdrawn
although a decision will not be
taken until later. League chief
Nabil El Araby has asked
Damascus-based Palestinian
Hamas leader, Khaled Mishaal. to
press for a halt to violence.

Activists said 19 people were
killed by security forces, excluding
the toll from the bombing,
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The Sunday Telegraph

Life on inside of Syria’s brutal
regime — by a sniper who fled

I deliberately missed protesters with my shots, says
soldier who claims majority of army want to defect

NICK MEO

in Tripoli, Lebar

poken and
r-old, sat

Ismael, a softly

clean-shaven
on the rooftops of
Hama, menacing the eaty’s

Chinese-made ri
He watched llll(l\l”h his tel-

escopic lens as men, women  tion Sy
ittered in panic  blamed recent bo
“regime’s dirty

and childrer
as his shots rang out, dropping
their anti-regime banners and
runming for cover.

with the Syrian army’s elite

15th Dnvision, he was repeat
edly ordered by his officers to
shoot protesters, He observed
the secrel pohce arrest and
savagely beat the people on
the streets below him, and lis
tened as hardeore regime sup
porters among his colleagues
boasted of their prowess at hut-
ting their mark - chalking up
tallies of dead demonstrators
who, they believed, were
5 es paid $100 a day by

srnel

But Mr Isinael, a Bedouin
Arab from esst of the country,
Wias not 50 sure.

~At first we believed the
officers when they said we
were lighting against enemies
of Syna,” he s ud. “We weren't
ed to watch television
took our mobile
so we didn't
understand what was happen-
ing, We wanted to do our duty
and hght tervorists, Bat some
of us realised that the crowds
were just ordinary people,
chi anting for freedom.”

If he refused to shoot. he
could have been Killed
himself. Instead, he says. he
was careful always to nuss his
targels, aiming slightly too
high, silently praying that his
hJIvt would hit nobody and
ly then squeezing the trig
ger To his relief, he daims, he
never saw a body fall.

Finally in October he
decided to flee. As he did so he
15 shot in the shoulder, by
his commanding officer, he
ieves, and - bleeding pro
was taken to sadety by
other refugees. Now Mr Ismael
15 among the growing number
of Syrian amwy defectors who
have s Ipl‘(| it eighbour

5—

«

e u»mul the loose
orgamsation lknown as the

wrian Army, dedicated to
dme and Mr
smsel 1s comvineed that thou-
sands more would desert if
they had somewhere sate
inside Syria to flee to.

has not abated since it entered  Q

t weekend. it

To add to the growing death  warned that L

FOR MONTHS Mohammed toll inflicted on protesters, on
Frida

y
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26 people and wounded 63.
population with lm powerful The government blamed the often with a
“When [ started prnl S
the streets my parents said the
ational Council - regime would sl us, but we
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neighbouring  governments
As a highly-trained sniper arve hardening their stance,
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“waste time”.
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on al-Qaeda, but
the oppost
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ibs on the  didn't listen.”

“Iwanted to escape in May.”
he told The Sunday Telegm
his hiding place in the Leba
nese city of Tripoli. “But there
was nowhere to go. Nearly
everyone m the government
7 is secretly against the
ime. They would all defiect
if they had a chance.”

ke other amw deserters.
he believes the West could eas-
ily force the regime’s rapid
collapse. “If there were a no
fly zone and protected territory
that army deserters could flee
to, itwould all be over quickly.”
he said. After 10 months in
which the United Nations esti-
mates 5,000 demonstrators
have been lull:-rl more oppo
nents ‘s brutal regime
are resign themse! '\.\‘\ o
the need to t-lkr up anmms.

Today an Arab League com
mittee meets in Cairo to decide
1 whether to allow a team of
rwnitors inside

~]uunr|unmlu Shr ikh

could not slliy i

s now >uppmt .lnne(l
action against the mgum.

me medic who fled to m. anon

Yesterday, in a sign that from Homs when the secret

police came lookiug for him.
“We were hopeful and we

V-
Mohammedismael, a former
army sniper, shows the scar
where he was shot by his
commander while fleeing

thought we could bring the
government down like they did
Egypt. Now T think the Free

Syrian Army is the only w
And it needs weapons and
help from abroad.”

syria's divided opposition in
exile has argued over whether
the revolution should take up
arms and seek foreign milits
ht‘lp. Lastweek the hiead of the

yrian National Council. Bur-
h'm (:h‘lhoun called for lim-
ited Western intervention.
including air power to protect
pockets of territory where anti

regime forces could rally and
train - along the borders with

Turkey and Jordan. So far
Western powers  remain
unwilling to repeat the opera-
tion that enabled regime

For now, the
1 Army consists of
only a few thousand lightly-
armed men, capable of hit-
and-run attacks against the
regime but not a threat 1
wival. Its leader, Col Ri
-Asaad, lastweek threatened
to launch attacks from his ref-
uge on the Turkish border, but
itwas doubtful how many men
really answer to him or what
damage they can inflict.
Despite  defections, the
regime’s army still exceeds
300,000 men, :n'lnml with
tanks and hea
Agroup of r|ei’e« (m\ huddlr«l
over a stove in the lawless Wadi
Khalid area along the moun-
tainous border were scathing
about fellow activists who fled

change in Lil
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to Beirut, the Lebanese capital,
but who still insisted that the
regime can be brought down
without foreign help.

“They don't lmr]ﬂsl.uul how
much people are suffering in
places li
Food is cut off for neighbour
hoods that are anti-regime.
there is no power, and smipers
shoot people at random.

‘m sure most people in
a want foreign help. They
don’t want ground troops, hul
they do want a no-fly zone.”
Whether they get'it or not,
the defectors are determined
to continue the struggle. “If we
fight, we believe we will win
eventually. If we stop hr‘htm".
Assad will kill us all”

Ismael said.
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La Presse (Canada)
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rediction pour 2012: un immense

exode de chrétiens arabes. Cela

nous concerne directement car le
Canada sera une destination d-accueil,
et ces migrants pourront réclamer, a
bon droit, le statut de réfugic.

On estime que depuis mars dernier,
quelque 95 000 d’entre eux ont quitte
I"Egyple, chassés par les pogroms dont
est victime la minorité copte, avec une
violence redoublée depuis la chute de
Moubarak.

les salafistes en ont

contre les vestiges de ['ére
pharaonique, ces dynasties
ayant le tort d’avoir

existé avant la conquéte
arabo-musulmane.

C’est un cas particulierement Ira-
gique de nettoyage ethnico-religicux,
les 10 millions de coptes (10% de
la population) constituant la plus
ancienne communauté autochtone du
pays, une communaulé qui existait a
I'ere pharaonique, des siecles avant la
conquete arabo-musulmane.

Il n’y a aucun doute que la montee
de l'islamisme radical en Egypte va
accroitre le nombre de réfugics.

La communauté chrétienne ira-
kienne, elle aussi enracinée depuis
toujours sur cette terre, a déja fondu de
moiti¢. Les chrétiens étaient 1 million
dans les années 90, mais 500 000 ont
choisi l'exil a cause des violences sectai-
res qui ont suivi Iinvasion américaine.

La prochaine vague de réfugiés viendra
de Syrie, ou les chrétiens sont au nombre
de 850 000 (6% de la population). Cette
minorité, active et prospere, a toujours
vécu sous laile protectrice du régime
alaouite, les dictatures du Proche-Orient
ayant cu ceci de particulier quelles proté-
geaient les minorités religicuses, réservant
leurs foudres aux islamistes militants.
Quand les sunnites prendront le pouvoir
en Syrie (ce n'est probablement quune
question de temps), un autre exode est a
prevoir car les rebelles sunnites ne cachent
pas leur hostilité envers les chrétiens.

La montee de 'islamisme en Egyple
¢élait prévue. Ce qui ne I'était pas,
c’Clait celle des salafistes, la minorite
ultraradicale qui a recueilli 20% des
voix aux dernicres élections. Ils forme-
ront une lorce politique avec laquelle
tant les militaires que les Freres
musulmans devront composer.

Certains de leurs chefs ont déja
révélé leurs couleurs.

Incroyable mais vrai, dans ce pays
dont le tourisme est (ou plutot ¢tait) la
principale ressource, les salafistes en
onl contre les vestiges pharaoniques,
ces dynasties ayant le tort d’avoir existe
avant la conquéte arabo-musulmane.
Bref, les pharaons ¢taient des mécréants
dont les acuvres sont suspectes. Pire, ce
qui reste de leurs sculptures et de leurs
monuments funéraires représente sou-
vent des figures humaines, une forme
dart interdite par le Coran.

Il est donc question, dans les cercles
salafistes, de recouvrir les monuments
pharaoniens, et encore est-ce la une
approche... modérée, comme s’en van-
tait récemment 'un de leurs chefls:
Nous ne sommes pas des talibans,
disait-il, faisant allusion au dynamitage
des grands bouddhas preé-islamiques
d’Alghanistan. Nous nous contenterons
de les recouvrir de cire (sic).

Tant qu‘a tout recouvrir, on recouvrira
aussi d'¢toffes les touristes féminines qui
s‘aventureraient a Giza et sur les rives du
Nil: elles devront se camoufler de la 1éte
aux pieds. On ne nous dit pas ce que l'on
ferait du fabuleux patrimoine du musce
du Caire, mais des fanatiques se sont fait
la main en incendiant, le 17 décembre, la
bibliotheque de I"Institut du Caire, fondé
par Bonaparte, qui contenait plus de
200 000 manuscrits irremplacables.

Il est probable que le nouveau
régime résistera aux viscées antipha-
raoniques des salafistes, tant est néces-
saire la reprise du tourisme. Mais bon,
cela illustre un état d’esprit.

L’obscurantisme a commencé a
s‘implanter. L'ancien ministre el
chroniqueur Joseph Facal, habitué
d'Alexandrie. rapporte aue les hotels
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Attentat suicide et tirs meurtriers

DAMAS | (AFP) Un attentat suicide,
imputé, par les autorités, a des

« terroristes » et par des opposants
au régime, a fait au moins 26 morts,
hier, dans un quartier historique du
centre de Damas, deux semaines
apreés une attaque similaire.

Dans le meme temps, 17 civils ont été
tués par les forces de sécurité a travers le
pavs, ol des dizaines de milliers de per-
sonnes ont manifesté pour réclamer que
I'ONU intervienne pour faire cesser la ré-
pression sanglante de la révolte contre le
regime de Bachar al-Assad.

« Un Kamikaze s'est fait exploser, dans le
quartier de Midane, a Damas, un quartier
densement peuplé », faisant 26 morts et 63
blesses, a annonce 'agence de presse offi-
cielle Sana, en citant le ministre de 1'Inté-
rieur, le général Mohammed al-Shaar.

La télévision syrienne a diffusé des
images crues des lieux : restes de corps,
gravats jonchant le sol, flaques de sang et
voitures calcinées aux vitres brisées. Elle a
aussi annoncé des funérailles officielles et
populaires, qui doivent avoir lieu au-
jourd’hui, apres la priere de I'apres-midi, a
la mosquée Hassan a Midane.

Le Ministére a prévenu que la Syrie al-
lait « frapper d’une main de fer tous ceux
qui veulent nuire 4 la patrie ».

Le parti Baas au pouvoir a affirmé que
I'attentat était « un acte terroriste faisant
partie du complot ourdi contre la Syrie » et
qu'il coincidait « avec des déclarations
faites par des symboles de l'opposition sy-
rienne et par des responsables francais et
ameéricains », selon la télévision.

Les accusations fusent

Le Hezbollah, allié de la Syrie, a accuseé les
Etats-Unis d’étre derriere I'attentat.

A Washington, la porte-parole du Dépar-
tement d'Etat, Victoria Nuland, a déclaré
que les Etats-Unis condamnaient « résolu-
ment » I'attentat suicide a Damas.

Les Fréres musulmans syriens ont de
leur coteé accuse le régime. « Nous faisons
porter au régime, a ses services de sécurité
et a ses gangs 'entiére responsabilité de ce
crime », a insisté leur porte-parole, Zou-
heir Salem. dans un communique.

e 2

La télévision privée Dounia, proche du
pouvoir, a indiqué qu’une equipe d’obser-
vateurs arabes s'était rendue sur le lieu de
I'explosion sans faire de commentaire.

Le 23 décembre, un double attentat a la
voiture piégée contre des batiments des
services de sécurité avait fait 44 morts et
150 blessés. Les autorités avaient accuse
Al-Qaida, alors que 1'opposition pointait le
régime du doigt.

Cette attaque etait survenue juste avant
I'arrivée des observateurs de la Ligue
arabe charges de veiller a 'application du
plan arabe de sortie de crise prévoyant en
premier lieu I'arrét des violences.

L'opposition a qualifié cette mission
d’« échec » et appelé I'ONU a intervenir, es-
timant que la politique « molle » de la
Ligue arabe a 1'égard du régime avait
conduit « a une hausse des morts dans la
repression »,

Le Comité ministériel arabe chargeé du
dossier syrien doit se réunir demain au
Caire pour entendre le rapport du chef des

PHOTO KEYSTONE
W L’attentat perpétré a Damas, hier, a fait au moins 26 morts et de nombreux blessés.
Les autorités syriennes, pointées du doigt par I'opposition, ont mis en cause des
« terroristes » et des opposants au régime comme étant responsables de I'attentat.

observateurs.
Le bilan s’alourdit

L'organisation Amnesty International
{AI) a souhaité dans un communiqué que
ce rapport soit l'occasion de montrer clai-
rement les « graves violations des droits de
I"'Homme » qui se poursuivent en Syrie.

Selon Al, au moins 134 civils ont été tués
depuis le début de la mission des observa-
teurs le 26 décembre, « mais le nombre reel
pourrait étre considérablement plus
elevé ». Parallélement, les forces de sécu-
rité ont encore arreté de nombreuses per-
sonnes, et malgre les centaines de libéra-
tions annoncées par les autorités, des mil-
liers de détenus restent en prison.

Vendredi, des dizaines de milliers de ma-
nifestants ont défilé dans de nombreuses
villes de Syrie pour réclamer une « interna-
tionalisation » de la crise par le biais d'une
intervention de 'ONLU, selon I'Observatoire
syrien des droits de I'Homme (OSDH) et les
Comites locaux de coordination (LCC).
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Pro-Assad crowds pack Syrian funeral

Thousands line the
streets of Damascus
for the procession,
state TV shows.

ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
REPORTING FROM BEIRUT

Thousands of govern-
ment supporters turned out
Saturday for the funeral
service for victims of a
bombing in Damascus, the
Syrian capital, waving flags
and holding up pictures of
President Bashar Assad,
state mediareported.

Syria’s Interior Ministry
has vowed to strike back
Wwith an “iron [ist” arter what
it described as a suicide
bombing in Midan, one of
the few neighborhoods in
central Damascus where
major antigovernment pro-
tests have taken place. Au-
thorities said 26 people were
Killed, including 15 who have
not been identified. and 63
were injured in Friday’s at-
tack.

Crowds lined the streets
inDamascus as a procession
ol ambulances, with lights

MUZAFFAR SALMAN Associated Press

SYRIAN MOURNERS in Damascus carry coffins of
victims of the Friday bomb blast that authorities said
killed 26 and injured 63 in the Midan neighborhood.

llashing, transported the
flag-draped coffins to Al
Hassan mosque for funeral
prayers, according to video
broadcast on state televi-
sion. “The people want
Bashar al Assad,” they
chanted.

It was the second major
attack in the capital in the
last few weeks. Authorities
said 44 people were Killed
and 166 injured when two
suicide car bombers tar-
geted intelligence agencies

Dec. 23.

Syrian officials say the
bombings are prool that
they are up against armed
terrorists. Opposition activ-
ists have accused the gov-
ernment of staging the
bombings to tarnish the im-
age of a mostly peaceful up-
rising.

An Arab League ministe-
rial committee is scheduled
tomeet Sunday toreviewthe
preliminary findings of an
observer mission sent to

Syria to monitor the govern-
ment's compliance with re-
gional demands to end a vio-
lent crackdown on protests.

Opposition activists
charge that the mission has
done little but provide a cov-
er for more bloodshed. They
said as many as 35 people
were Killed Friday as securi-
Ly forces tried Lo bring the
protests to a halt. The vio-
lence continued Saturday
with 27 more deaths re-
ported, according to the Lo-
cal Coordination Commit-
tees, a network of activists
that organizes protests and
documents violence.

Journalists are heavily
restricted in Syria, making it
difficult to verify the claims
oleither side.

League officials have
urged all sides not to rush to
judge the observer mission,
which is monitoring compli-
ance with a peace plan call-
ing for the withdrawal of se-
curity forces from residen-
tial areas, the release of po-
litical prisoners and
dialogue with the opposi-
tion.

alexandra.zavis
@latimes.com
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Svrian defectors seek outside aid

Hiding in Lebanon, soldiers who worked for Assad regime remain ill-equipped and limited in numbers

BY ALICE FORDHAM
IN AKEAR, LERANON

nder cover of darkness, in a

shabby rented house in the

northern Lebapese moun-

wins, a daen Syrian men

huddled around a wood
swove, candlelight flickering on their
drawn faces.

All identified themselves as defectad
soldiers who were forced 0 conduct
operatons agains: awidespread protest
movement before they fled the army.
They said they escaped over the border
int the relative safety of Lebanon,

‘where they joined the Free Syrian A rmy.

This Joase collection of defectors and
armed civilians claims thousands of
members and posts footage of atacks on
military infrastructure on Facehook
But the men in nonh Lebanon, all of
them Sunni Muslims, said they live in
poverty and secrecy, number a few hun-
dred at most, and have limited a0cess to
weapoas — raising questions about the
organizaton’s ability w0 have a substan-
tial impact on well-armed and orga-
nized Alawite-led Syrian securivy forces.

“The arms we have are what we ge-
facred with, or things that we steal from
the other side” said a man who addad
that be had been a private in the army.
The men said they receive no iNermna-
tional help and have been visited by no
military attaches, aithough they woald

take arms, money or supplies from al-
maost anyone who offers them.

The defectors havewon grudging sap-
port from the Syrian National Council,
the most prominent political group call-
ing for wthe ouster of President Bashar
al-Assad. In a statement last month, the
oouncil recognized the Free Syrian
Army’s “honorabie role in proeecting the

Revolution of our paople.”

And they have garnered enthusiastic
approval from other Syrian dissidents,
who carry banners with the groups
name at demonstrations and chant for
them to protect civilians from security
forces, in the hope that the Free Syrian
Army could one day present a challenge
to the milisary.

Missions across the border

One defector, who said he had been a
second leatenant and showed military
identification, said wthere are about 500
Gefected soldiers in norh Lebanon,
working with about 200 on the other
sigde of the border. He said the men ke
turns crossing the border on fooe, fol-
lowing old smuggling routes throagh
newly laid minafields inw SyTia

They do Dot CAITY Weapons across the
barder, he said, bacause to do so woukl
put them at risk of exacution if they were
captared. But they collect weapons from
family and clan members in Syria, he
said, and spend a few days or weeks

Provide some prosection from the heavy
presence of security forces.

All of the defected soldiers said they
were from the town of Tal Kalakh. De-
ployed across the counery, all fled to
their home town when they defectad.
Thus far, they said, relatively few sol-
diers have joined the groap, fearing the
CONSEqUENCES.
Under orders from their superiors,
the men said, the defectors have sus-
pended offensive operations over the
past two weeks, while a monitoring
team from the Arab League is in Syria
They receive orders, via a coanmanding

RO HDO Q@ ROA V EANCVARA GINCE FRANCE SRESEVIAGETTY MA S

Free Syrian Army soldiers take position in an undisclosed location in Syria. One defector in Lebanon said there are about
500 defected soldiers there, working with about 200 in Syria. He said the men take turns crossing the border on foot.

JOEEPH CIVAGENCS FRANCE PRESSEVIA GETTY MAGES

A Syrian opposition member is shown at a safe house in Lebanon. The Free
Syrian Army and others have called for a safe zone that would aid defectors.

officer, from defacted Col. Riad al-Asaad,
who leads the group from southern Tur-
Key.

The Arab League sent mORitors o
oversee the implementation of an agree-
ment by the government to end the use
of deadly force against protests, with-
draw soldiers from cities and free polit-
cal prisopers. On Thursday, however,
Col. Malik Kurdi, an assistant to Asaad,
52id the defectors would escalate their
operations because Syrian authorities
were continuing their military opera-
tions.

The soldiers in north Lebanon ex-
pressed frustration with the work of the
Arab Leagne mission, pointing out that
activiss have reportad hundreds of
Geaths in protests and clashes across the
country despite the presence of the ob-
Servers.

Sequarian divisions dominaswe the
armed forces, they said. Because they are
Sunnis, they said, their work had baen
warched closaly by soldiers and informal
militias, known as shabéba, from the

Alawite sect of the presidents family. It
was the Alawites who ensurad that sol-
diers followed orders, the defecrors said,
which included firing live bulletss at
[rOtesters.

“Fear of retribution’

Their accounts matched those in a
recent report by New York-based Hu-
man Rights Watch, which includes more
than 60 imerviews with defectors. The
report provides detailed evidence of
high-level orders to fire on unarmed
civilian protesters, said the group's Mid-
dle East direcror, Sarah Leah Whitson.

“What we hear from soldsers is fear,
fear of reribution.” she said, citing a
Dec. 20 incident in Jabal al-Zawiya, in
1dlib province, in which more than 100
soldiers were reportedly killed after as-
wempting to defect.

“1 hear — not just from soldiers, but
also from diplomats — that We're not
sasing defections becanse the Assad re-
gime has magde sure that their family
members AIWays remnain in the country.”

Whitson said, and soldiers fear their
families will be harmed if they desert
their posts.

Unlike the uprising in Libva that
swept Moammar Gaddadi from power,
she added, in which large numbers of
troops defected en masse and fled o the
opposition stronghodd of Benghazi, Syr-
ia has no such haven for defectors.

The Free Syrian Armiy and members
of the Syrian opposition have called for
the swift creation of a safe zone, pa-
wollad by an imematonal mikitary
force, along Syria’s northern borderwith
Turkey.

The men in north Lebanon said tha if
Syrian army soldiers had somewhere to
£o, many would defect. Although they
are relatively safe in Lebanon, the defec-
t0rs there fear being canght and depore-
ed by Lebanesa security forces.

Bur massive defections remain a dis-
rant prospect, said Henri Barkey, a pro-
fessor of international refations at Le-
high University in Pennsylvania, who
said Turkish authorities think that As-
sad will fall bue are unwilling to inter-
vene directly.

“TheTurkssee [the Free Syrian Army]
as a useful wol” Barkey said. “They
assume that these guys are pare of the
ultimate pictire that is going to emerge,”
which is why Turkish authorites allow
the groups COMMANder to remain in
Turkey. “But they don't want to gee in-
volved 00 deeply, because it's too risky
for them at the moment.”

ile, the defectors in nonh
Lebanon continue their missions. As
some spoke animatedly, oehers excused
themselves, saving they were heading
across the border later that night At
Jeast owo had been killed in minefields in
the past week, they said, offering names
and military identification numbers as

proot
“But when we have funerals for the
maryrs,” said the second lieutenant,
“we don't grieve, but we congratulate
each other on the honor. This is what
makes the soldiers so detenmined.”
oom
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The New York Times - International Herald Tribune (USA)

Dozens dead
as Damascus

is rocked by
a 2nd blast

BEIRUT

BY ANTHONY SHADID

Abomb tore through a densely populated
neighborhood in Damascus on Friday,
killing 25 people and wounding dozens in
the second attack in the Syrian capital in
two weeks, Syrian television and other
state news media reported.

The reports said that the attack had
been carried out by asuicide bomber ata
busy intersection, and Syrian television
broadcast images of a wrecked police
bus, asphalt with blood and glass, and
the shattered windshields of other vehi-
cles. The broadcasts described the blast
as “a powerful explosion” in Midan, a
neighborhood that has been restive, and
said that civilans and security-force
personnel had been killed and wounded.

Syrian television put the number of
wounded at 46,

The government of President Bashar
al-Assad did not provide any evidence
that a suicide bomber had been respon-
sible for the explosion.

Though no one took responsibility for
the carnage, the bombings Friday and
in December seem to mark a potentially
new chapter in the uprising against the
Assad  government. While many
protests across the country remain
peaceful, the uprising itself has become
more violent in past months, with a
growing armed insurgency. The bomb-
ings themselves recall another revoltin
the late 1970s and 1980s that posed a
sweeping challenge to the rule of Mr.
Assad’s father, Hafez al-Assad.

The sound of ambulance and police car
sirens could be heard Friday as govern-
ment forces poured into the Midan
neighborhood, residents in Damascus
said. In the chaotic aftermath of the at-
tack, residents in nearby neighborhoods
said that security forces and paramilit-
aries had gone on what some of them de-
scribed as a rampage, shooting, beating
and arresting people in the streets.

“I just saw a guy being smacked and
hit on the head with sticks,” said a 19-
vear-old student who gave her name as
Amana and who was visiting a friend in
the nearby neighborhood of Kafr
Souseh at the time.

In an area nearby, a 57-vear-old resi-
dent described a similar scene, as gov-
ernment paramilitaries known as sha-
beeha moved through the streets
around noon.

“l don’t know what's happening
today,” he said, “We heard about the ex-
plosion, but right now shabeeha and se-
curity are shooting and arresting voung
men randomly.”

As he spoke by phone, he said he
could see someone being arrested from
his window.

“Oh, my merciful God!” he started
shouting.

The attack came two weeks after an-
other bombing in Damascus, which killed
44 people, In the prevailing climate in the
capital, where suspicions of any party’s
intentions run rife, state news media
blamed “terrorists,” and a spokesman
for an insurgent group suggested that
the government carried out the attack to
sully the opposition’s image.

“We're expecting more of these
bombings in the coming days,”” said Cal.
Ammar al-Wawi, a defector who works
with an insurgent group called the Free
Syrian Army and was reached by
phone. “This regime is seeking to
spread chaos in Syria.”

The Syrian state news agency, SANA,
said the attacks ‘‘had the fingerprints of
Al Qaeda all over them™ and east them
as another escalation in what the gov-
ernment has consistently described as
an armed uprising by Islamists funded
from abroad.

The attack came ahead of weekly
protests that seem to have gathered in-
creased momentum since the arrival of
an observer mission from the Arab
League in December. Many protesters
have expressed anger that the mission
did little to stem the bloodshed, and
demonstrations were expected to call
for the Arab League to shift responsibil-
ity for the monitoring of human rights
violations to the United Nations,

The Local Coordination Committees,
an opposition group that helps organize
and document protests, said at least 19
people were killed in protests Friday.

Hwaida Saad and an employee of The
New York Times in Beirut contributed re-

porting.
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

Damascus buries 26 it says killed
in bombing, skeptics blame regime

Syrian journalist to ‘Post’: Bomb scene footage
looks suspicious ® Arab League asks Hamas to
push Assad toward deal ® Colonel joins defectors

* By OREN KESSLER

Syria held funerals Saturday for 26 people
who the government said were Killed by a sui-
cide bomber a day earlier at a busy Damascus
junction.

Analysts and opposition activists, however,
accused the regime of staging the bombing -
the second in the Syrian capital in as many
weeks.

State television showed a cortege of ambu-
lances bearing the flag-draped coffins of vic-
tims to a Damascus mosque after driving
through streets lined with mourners. Crowds
chanted “The people want Bashar Assad!” and
“One, one, one, the Syrian people are one!”

Analysts said footage shown on state media
immediately after the blast took place in the
Maidan district looked suspicious.

“Blood is shown scattered in small uniform
pools and greatly distanced, which is the exact
opposite of all the usual terrorist explosion
footage or scenes,” a Syrian journalist told The
Jerusalem Post on condition of anonymity. “The
same goes for the body parts and pieces... The
body parts have no blood stains under them.”

The journalist, who now lives abroad, said
regime-linked TV crews reached the arca long
before security forces, even though media out-
lets generally require dozens of security clear-
ances before entering a bomb scene.

“The explosion took place around 11 a.m.
right before Friday prayers, which means most
streets were vacant, thus explaining the relative
low casualty figure,” he said.

Arab League may call on

UN to help in Syria, Page 3

Bodies shown in the footage are almost all
lying on their backs or sides, and at one point
the camera focuses on a severed head neatly
placed on the ground and almost entirely clean
of blood.

Michael Weiss, a Syria specialist at the Henry

Jackson Society in London, said the Syrian gov-

ernment had a rich history of manipulating
international opinion.

See BOMBING, Page 10
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League: Syria
violating deal

ARAB BLOC SAYS MISSION HAS BEEN ALTERED
AS DAMASCUS VOWS TO RESPOND TO THREATS

Gulf News Report

Dubai The Syrian govern-
ment has not carried out
any of the terms of an Arab
League accord, the Qatari
prime minister has said,
pledging that the League
will not tolerate the “unac-
ceptable” continuation of
violence.

“The events taking place
in Syria are painful and
unacceptable,” Shaikh Ha-
mad Bin Jasem Bin Jaber
Al Thani, whose nation
currently chairs the Arab
League, told Al Jazeera tel-
evision in an interview,

Meanwhile, thousands
of regime backers massed
at a mosque in the Syrian
capital for funeral pravers
for policemen killed in a
Damascus bombing, as the
government vowed to re-
spond with an “iron fist” to
security threats.

Coffins bearing 11 police-
men, covered with Syrian
flags, were brought into
the Al Hassan mosque for
the prayers a day after the
explosion ripped through a
Damascus intersection.

The mourners outside
the mosque chanted, “Free-
dom became terrorism. We
are not scared of America,
the mother of terrorism.”

Others chanted, “the
people want state of emer-
gency,” referring to the
decades-old emergency
laws that the regime lifted
in April as part of reforms.

OBSERVERS

RECALL NOT
ON AGENDA

An Arab League committee on
Syria, which is to meet today

in Cairo, will not discuss the
possibility of recalling peace
observers from the country, said
the organisation's assistant chief
Adnan Eisa.

"No Arab country has
talked about the necessity of
withdrawing the observers,” he
told reporters in Cairo. *

Eisa said 153 Arab observers
were already in Syria and would
be joined by 10 more Jordanians.

The Arab states want the
observers to continue their
mission, and that it be reinforced,”
he said. The Cairo-based Arab
League will meet to discuss the
findings of its monitors, who
arrived in Syria December 26.

~ Stoff Report

“We will hit back with
an iron fist at anvone who
tries to tamper with the
security of the country or
its citizens,” said Interior
Minister Ebrahim Al Shaar
on state television.

Dahida Abdul Rahman,
S50-year-old housewife at
the prayers, said the Arab
observers should be thrown
out of the country, “Since
they came, terrorist attacks
started,” she said.

The League mission is

aimed at ensuring that Pres-
ident Bashar Al Assad fol-
lows through on his pledge
to withdraw security forces
from cities, release political
prisoners and allow anti-
government demonstra-
tions.

Forces kill 10

“None of these things have
been done, and not all ob-
servers were allowed in Syr-
ia, as there are many obsery-
ers who were not allowed in
by the Syrian government,”
Shaikh Hamad said.

“The observers' mission
has been altered to deliver-
ing food and searching for
missing persons, which is
not supposed to be their mis-
sion,” he said.

“If the killing does not
stop immediately, T think
having observers or not hav-
ing them would be the same,
and this even makes us part
of what's taking place in Syr-
ia, and we don't want to be
part of that,” he said.

When Damascus was hit
by the suicide bomb it left
26 [H'nplt' dead and 63 oth-
ers wounded, according to
the official news agency
Sana.

Syrian security forces
killed 10 people yesterday,
Al Arabiva television re-
ported. Also yesterday state
news agency Sana said, a
“terrorist group” blew up a
pipeline transporting diesel
in central Syria.

See also Page 12
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Blast triggers blame game

Syria says 26 killed in suicide bombing; Oppn holds Assad regime responsible

5 — A suicide bombing
yria's capital on Friday, killing
26 and wounding dozens of mostly
civilians, state media said, blaming
“terrorists” for the second such at-
tack on the city in two weeks.

The bomber blew himself up at
10.55am in the historic Midan
quarter in a crowded area near a
school, Interior Minister Lieuten-
ant General Mohammad Al Shaar
was quoted as saying by the Sana
news agency.

Authorities have found 11 dead
bodies and parts of 15 others, the
interior minister said, adding that
63 others were wounded by the
blast. The Muslim Brotherhood,
which accused President Bashar Al
Assad’s regime of orchestrating the
December 23 twin suicide attacks
in Damascus that killed 44, levelled
asimilar charge over Friday's bomb-
ing. “We hold the regime, its agents
and its gangs, fully responsible for
this crime,” the Brotherhood said in
a statement received in Nicosia,

Syrian state media have circulated
gruesome images of rescuers gather-
ing body parts and placing them in
plastic bags, in an area where dam-
aged cars and buses were splattered
with blood. Angry residents shouted
and denounced the bombing as the
work of “terrorists”,

The December 23 bombings
sparked claims and counter-claims
over the perpetrator, with the au-
thorities blaming Al Qaeda and the
opposition accusing the regime.

Friday saw similar counter-accu-
sations, with the ruling Baath party
calling the attacks “a terrorist act
that is a part of the plot hatched
against Syria”, in a statement pub-
lished on public television.

The plot, the statement said,
“coincides with the statements
made by opposition groups and by

Investigators inspect a damaged car at the scene of the bomb blast in the Midan nelghbourhood of Damascus on Friday. — AP

French and American officials”.
But the Brotherhood swiftly called
for an international and Arab
probe, claiming the attack benefit-
ed the regime.

“The killings in Syria will con-
tinue and the Syrian regime will
keep hiding behind Al Qaeda and
the terrorists... unless someone
confronts the regime and takesit to

Revue de presse Syrie / Voltairenet.org / Syria Press Review

account for its crimes,” said the
Brotherhood. “They are the only
ones who have the tools and are
capable of doing t,” it said.
Lebanon's militant group Hezbol-
lah accused the “terrorist” United
States of being behind the bombing.
The attack came as activists
called for an Arab League observ-
er mission to admit its failure to

stem nearly 10 months of blood-
shed and hand over to the United
Nations.

Eight people were shot dead on
Friday, including four in the central
city of Hama and three in Damas-
cus province, the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said in Nico-
sia. In Homs, a 36-vear-old was
killed by a bullet while sitting on his

balcony, the Observatory added.
Protests were also reported in Syr-
ia’s second city Aleppo and third
city Homs, the port city of Latakia,
and Douma on Damascus’s north-
ern outskirts,

The Arab League is to meet on
Sunday in Cairo to discuss the ob-
server mission, whose credibility
continues to be questioned. — AFP
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Twists and turns in Syria

ocio-political undercurrents are posing new challenges for the re-

gime in Damascus. The devastating bomb blast that killed more

than 26 civilians in the capital has come at a time when the gov-

ernment and the international observers were engaged in an un-
easy format to do away with the soaring unrest in Syria. The attack, which
according to reports is a suicide act, is likely to add a new dimension to
the murky picture and further plunge the strategic Arab country into cha-
os and uncertainty.

The blame game that has ensued in the wake of blast is quite irritating.
Rather than pointing finger at the opposition and extra-territorial forces
for the unrest, President Bashar Al Assad can do well by taking stock of
ground realities and coming to admit in all humility that there 1s some-
thing seriously wrong with his pre-

scription for the strife-torn country. Sy ria shouldn’t

The monitoring phase that is un-

derway in Syria on behalfofthe Arab - @ allowed to slip
League doesn’t seem to have fullac-

cess on the part of government, as into anarChy

there are many ifs and buts to this

day. The reforms package is yet to be implemented and there doesn’t
seem to be much of a change m bringing the dissident sections of the
society on board. The opposition’s thrust has been to play to the gallery
and not one intended at truly making a difference felt. That is why there
has been no headway in the dialogue that was supposed to have taken
place as per the deliberations of the opposition in exile. This is an aspect
that is in need of reworking as nothing less than a contact on surface be-
tween the regime and the agitators on the streets could possibly change
for good. The moment the synergies in Syria are channelised, a true solu-
tion could be found for good.
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UN chief to visit
EFmirates this month

On regional tour to
track peace process
and other issues

The National Staff

DUBAI// Ban Ki-moon, the UN sec-
retary general, is to visit the UAE
this month as part of a regional
tour to discuss the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process and other
Middle Eastissues.

M1 Ban said he was “gravely con-
cerned about the deteriorating sit-
uation in Syria, where thousands
have lost their lives since March
last and people continue to be
killed each day”.

The tour is also to include a
three-day visit to Lebanon this
week during which Mr Ban will
meet the Lebanese president,
Michel Suleiman, the prime min-
ister, Najib Mikati,and command-

ers of Unifil; a UN peacekeeping

force.

Also on Mr Ban's agenda is a
meeting tomorrow in Amman
between Israeli and Palestinian
peace negotiators, their second
round of face-to-face talks in the
stalled peace process. “I'm very
much encouraged by this meet-
ing,” he said.

Mr Ban might latervisit the Israe-
li-occupied West Bank. The Pales-

tinian UN observer Riyad Mansour
said there was an “agreement in
principle” that the UN chiefwould
visit Ramallah, where the Palestin-
ian Authority is based, at the end
ofJanuary.

A UN official said Syria will also
be among topics of discussion
during Mr Ban's visit to Lebanon
and the Emirates.

Mr Ban and Qatar’s prime min-
ister, Sheikh Hamad Al Thani,
have previously discussed the
Arab League request for UN help
with its observer mission in Syria.
Sheikh Hamad acknowledged
that league monitors had made
mistakes.

The UN says 5,000 people have
been killed in a 10-month crack-
down by government forces.

Syrian activists say the Arab
League monitors did not have
enough access and were escorted
by Syrian authorities, who manip-
ulated them and hid prisoners in
military facilities.

The UN Security Council plans to
discuss an Arab League progress
report on its monitoring mission
in Syriaon Tuesday.

European and US officials have
urged the council to take up the is-
sue of Syria again.

# newsdesk@thenational.ae

@ For more on UNITED NATIONS,
visit thenational.ae/topics

Revue de presse Syrie / Voltairenet.org / Syria Press Review



The saudi Gazette (Arabie saoudite / Saudi Arabia)

Samedi 7 & dimanche 8 janvier 2012, #26, p. 29 / Saturday & Sunday, January 7-8, 2012, #26, p.29

Arabs may
call for UN
help in Syria

B Qatar: Mission cannot stay to ‘waste time’
B Thousands hold prayers for bombing dead

CAIRO — Arab foreign ministers
meet Sunday to discuss whether o
ask the Umited Nauons to help then
mission in Syria which has failed
to end a 10-month crackdown on
anti-government protests in which
thousands have died.

The proposal by Qatar is to
mvite UN technmicians and human
rights experts to help Arab moni-
tors assess whether Syria is honor-
ing a pledge to stop its crackdown,
sources at the Arab League said. A
source said it might request that UN
staff helping the mission be Arabs.

The foreign ministers, who will
consider an mutial report by the
momtors. will also discuss mea-
sures to allow the mission to oper-
ate more independently of the Svr-
1an authonnes, media sources at the
League saud.

The violence has continued
since the monitors began working
m Syria on Dec. 26, with scores of
people reported killed.

Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh
Hamad Bin Jassim Al-Thami said
Syria was not implementing the
deal and momrors could not stay n
Syria to “waste time”. The Syrian
army had not withdrawn from cit-
1es and there had been no end 1o the
killing. he said.

Sources at the Arab League said
munisters were likely to reaffirm
support for the monitors, resist-
ing calls to end what Syrian pro-
democracy campaigners say 1s a
toothless mission that merely buys
more time for President Bashar Al-
Assad to suppress lus opponents

Syna said it was providing the
monitors with all the facihties they
needed. “What we are looking for
is objectivity and professionalism,”
Foreign Misuy spokesman Jihad
Makdisi said last week.

No one should “rush to ver-
diets” on the mission’s achieve-
ments, said the head of the momtor-
g operations room at the League's
headquarters in Cairo, Adnan Al-
Khudeir. He said the commission
overseeing the monitors had the
League's full support

The United Nations says maore
than 5 000 people have been killed
m the vprising aganst Assad. The
Free Syrian Army, an armed op-
position force composed mainly
of army deserters, has joined the
revolt. The Syran government says
“terrorists” have killed 2.000 mem-
bers of the security forces during
the uprising.

Meanwhile, thousands of re-
gime backers massed ar a mosque
m Damascus for funeral prayers
for policemen killed in a bombing,
as the government vowed to re-
spond with an “won fist” to secunaty
threats.

Coffins bearing 11 policemen,
covered with Synan flags, were
brought into the Al-Hassan Mosgue
for the prayers, a day after the ex-
plosion ripped through a Damas-
cus mtersection, Killing 26 people
and wounding 63. Officials said
the attack was a suicide bombing,
the second in two weeks to hut the
normally quiet Synan capital. —
Agencies
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FRUSTRATED SYRIA HOPES TO
RESTORE RELATIONS WITH TURKEY

ABDULLAH BOZKURT DAMASCLS

A mumber of serdor Synan oficals have

expresed ther dsmay and deappome

ment with neghboring Tudeys owugh
Syran pobcy ower the Tashar al-Aead mgme’s
10 mon%h waolent cacodown on ovilan poeses
while also wery much hopmg to mstore ance -close
Bes between the fwocouninies.

In a seres of meetngs had m Damasaxs on
Thusday with the vistmg cherman of Turkeys
blamest baed Febioty Pay §1) Musad Ka
makik hgh -mniang Syman oficals exprewsed ther
deste i grt stmined Ses with Turkey hack ©o nar
mal, saying the Asmad regrme 35 mady o workwith
the Turkash government to mplement sweeping
refoms.

Syron Vice Peadent Naph al Amar told Ka
malak $hat she hopes 1 restome cordial tes with
neghbormg Tusey. “Rwasiond of 2 szpase forus
o see the Tirksh govenment meme @5 foendly
poston on Syma,” she said, adding thather hope
= that ther toong, hestoncal réatians wil bengthe
w0 countres hadk opether agan. She sad, “We
m Syru bebewe the taeh will preval, and rehsons
between Syria and Turkey will m&urn % noemal
the amas of polines, econamecs and commee.

Azx dd nat, however, lide her anger aver
Prime Mimester Recep Tayyp Frdogan’s remadics
an Assad *Beshar al Asad should seewhathx
recently happened 1o thase [leades] who waged
war an thar own people fin ather countzies],”
Exlopan sad m Nowmber, micheting up hes
caticsm of the Syrian leader with 2 nat-sosub
tle reference to the austng of Libyan strangman
Muammar Gaddafi, whase tronfisted Jeadestop
Turkash oficaks frequently described as parallel
to that of the Symen adminsration. “Though
brutlty you cannot posper; thraugh the blood
of the mnocent, you camnat canduct your pobl
tis” Frdopan wamned the Syrian leader. The
Syan vice presdent agued Sat thase who
demand reforms ax not ancere n ther s,
“They rather want 1 prewent méom,” she sad,
stressing that Wesern powersdonat want sabil
styand peace m the Middle Exst “The US wanss
us o cutaff our support to Hamas and Leébanan
1f we do thes, we would be 2 good country far
Amenans. Since we rgect US demands, they
putpeasureon Sy, she explaned.

Accoadng to the UNS estimase, the unrest ,m
Syrn, which sated m mid- Maxch amd the =wls
that swept the Arab wodd, has b2 maose $han 5000
profeste and miltasy defectors dend. The Sy
fovernment disputes these numbers, syyng many
avilans and secumty pemonnd were killed by wha
2 has emmed msugents and eonss.

In 2 meeting with Kamalk, Syrian Fareign
Mimser Walid al Maoallem blased the rubng
Jussce and Development Party (AK Pazty) m
Turkey for what he desaribed & negative role

A gmup of po Assad students cary placrds to express e support for the miltary Imssventon 1 s1op profests amed at o pplng e Assad mgime.

m destabiizng Syria. “The exsting govern

mentin Turkey & notserving stability in Symia,”
he =24d, accusing the AK Party government of
acting sade-by-side with the US and France
Maallem datmmed that Turkey has been forc

g countnies that have sided with Damasous
D tke 2 paston againa Syria. “Whatss meer

esting & tha these countries Turkey has been
lobbymng agamst Syria are wling us all out
these efforts” he sad. Turkey, Syma's rgest
trading pamner, jomed the Amd League and

ment however. * We mere the Turlash mason. We
hope that our =lzonswith the Tudash people will
be xbuilt agam n shot time.” Maoallem added.
Dusng a meeting wth Kamalak, Minsaer of
Informaton Adnan Mahmoud wrged the Tark
=h govemment to revist 1 palices with respect
to Syriz *Thes are ams coming from Turkey.
Amed oppasition gmups are present on Turk
xh s0il We =k what had happened © [Turkash
TForesgn Mintster Ahmet] Divitogha’s zem- prob
lems-with naghbors fomign pobicy.” he sad
d

Veah

Wesem powers m impasing sanc
sons agamst Symie m November to put mare
presswre on the Syran admmestration. Mea
suxs mchde blodang the delveryofall weap
ons and miktary equipment 1 Damascus, s
pending the High Level Stategc Coaperasion
Counal agreement with Symia, mmposng 2 rav
el han on seniar Synan officaks, freezing the
amsets of cerain mdnadueks, sspendmg all tes
o the Syran Centnl Benk and Synan Trade
Bank, freezing any Symian governmentasses in
Turkey and spending any loan deaks

The Syman foregn minesier diferentited be
tween the Turiash pubbe and the AK Pasty gonern

d his hope tha the SPs of
foms at dulogue may help put mhtions between
the two countrnes back 1o where they shauld be
He also underined that the refomm pmocess 5
fomg on ;m Sy with the esablshment of 11 new
parses. “We will hald pashamentasy elections
Febeury,” he sasd The Symanmimester damed tha
phots and video Sotage spposadly pataying
2 bmrtal cadkdown by Syrin securty forces have
nothing 0 do with Sy “Al hren braadeasted
same evens bedome they actnliy hppened It was
ediing the audence Sat thew was a Tagedy Sk
mg place m Hams whie thare was n St nothing
happering thew,” he noed. Ahmad Badeddin

Hamoun, the Grand Mas of Syma and a lowlsup
poster ofthe Assad regime, iold Kamalak that thee
= conspemcy agnst the Syrin people becwise of
therr hogh bvd awamness of what has been 2k
ing place m the Maddle Fast He blamed the Wes2
for yng to ephet the repon’s matuml resoumes
andasrised the foregn pressures on Syma o Sat
He also warned that relfigion should not be pabs
ced *k would be a afistrophe ¥ we albw pobiscs
0 gam a migions dement.” he sad, man ppx
entrefernce 1 3 loaming Summn-Shote divison M
Syria Like other senor Syrian government oficials,
M Hassoum akso made méemnces o the deep
Syruan - Turkash Ses of Send shp.

Hamsoun claimed that he was appraached
by same foreign powers, asking him tomake
a declaration that Assad & a repremtve ty
rant. *I was offered billions of dallars, sanc
tuary and dtizenship in a foreign country.
1 refised. Then my 22.year-old son Sarmya
was xasanaredon Oct. 21n an ambush on
the road between Hiiband Aleppa, " he said.
He wamed that when Syria falls, the tme
will come for Turkey. “The realtarget & the
Muslm ummah [warld], " he argued.

ARDULLAM BOZ KU RT
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Today's Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

DAVUTOGLU SAYS SHIITE
CRESCENT COULD PROVE
TO BE AN OPPORTUNITY

ABD DLHAMIT BiLiCi, TEHRAN

"W The rise of a “Shilee Cres-
A0 ent” was interpreted as
a threat years aga but now it
could tum into an opportunity
#f Turkey and Fran enhance their
dialogpe, Fareign Minister Ahmet
Davutoplu told reporters on his
flight back on Thursday from Teh-
ran, where he disasssed with Ira-
nian officlals ways tostop sectarian
conflct in the vaatile region.
Recalling that the 10th century
was the era of the “Shille Cres-
cent,” a notion that suggests the
rise of Shilte dominance in Leba-

nan, Syria, Irag and Fran resem-
Had the fom of a crescent on the
world map, Davubglu suggesed
on Thursday that the qxrent trend
in the reglon once again paintsto-
waxd a rise in palitics along sectar-
tan lines, but if Iran and Turkey in-
qease theirdialogue, the rise coud
become an oppartunity to avert
sectarian conflicss in the eglon.

“If relations between Tuskey
and Iran were at the level they
were10 years ago, a sectarian clash
would have already erupted in the
region,” Davutodlu told a group of
reporters aboard his plane back
10 Ankara. CINMMED 0N 2 5

Shiite Crescent could prove
an opportunity, Davutoglu says

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |
D ik
Davutoplu’s came 2

istration that would represent all blocs in Iraq
and p on of a divide along sectarian and

developments in neighboring Syria and
Irag which seem 1o be descending into civilian
strife along sectarian lines, a development Tur-
key and Fran both say they are very concernad
about. Recent days witnessad bomb attacks in
Irag which seems 1o be tom between three main
blocs, of Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds, all of whom
vie formore autharity inIrag politics
Davutoplu also met in Tehran with influ-
ential Shilie politician Mugtada al-Sadr to dis-
cuss developments in Iraq, which signal that a
political conflict between Sunni and Shile blocs
has the potential of tuming into armed chacs.
Sadr has suggested in recent weeks that Irag
could opt forearly elections to prevent a sectar-
ian crists from escalating. “Turkey is not only in
touch with Sunnis and Kurds in Irag, but also
with Shites™ Davutogju said, explaining that
Turkey Is in contact with all parties in the Iragl
controversy. “What Sadr pointed out in our talks
wasthe need for the establishment of an admin-

ethnic lines, which has just emerged out of adic-
tatorship,” Davutogiu said in order 1 stress that
Sadr’s opinion was similar to Turkey’s view with
regard to the cument developments. Diplomatic
sources from Anlara ako affimed on Friday that
Sadr’s gpinion on Iragl solidarity was *not too
far” from that of Turkey'’s, since both seek a so-
lution in Iraq that would preserve its territorial
unityand establish peace among all blocs.
Traqwas challenged by sectarianisminits par-
lament a dayafter US wroops pulled out of i1 ter-
ritory, when Shilte Prime Minister Nour al-Ma-
11} ssued an amest warrant for his vice president
and rival, top Sunni politdan Tariq al-Hashemi,

Commenting on a message Turkey con-
veyed to Iranto sort out the nuclear issue with
the UN, Davutogiu said, “Iran agrees that the
negotiations on thelr nuclear program should
be resumed,” according to an Anablia news
agency report on Friday.

During his two-day visit to Tehmn,
Davutoplu delivered a note from the EU's for-
eign policy chief, Catherine Ashton, to invite
Iran to resume talks with the delegation she
heads, which consists of five permanent mem-
bers of the UN Seaurity Counal plus Germany.

*As fr as negotiations over Iran's peaceful
nuclear energy program, we hope that we will
gain positive results, and as b the unfavorable

di thath, ged, we hope they will

and asked for the resignation of his Sunni deputy.
Fleeing Baghdad, Hashemi suggested the country
was on the brink of a sectarian divide, with Malki
trying to consolidate power in the hands of the
Shifte sect and sideline the Sunni bloc.

Ara Bashk Iran agrees to resume nuclear
talks with UN

goaway. We hope that Iran will beable to have
good ties in the inemational arena,” Reuters
quoted Davutoglu as saying at a news confer-
ence with his Iranian counterpart All Akbar
Sakehi on Thursday. Salehl akso confirmed that
Iran was willing to resume talks, and he sug-
gested that Turkey would be “the best place.”

The last round of talks was also held in Turkeyin
January, and since that time, progress has been
made only through the exchange of letters.

Bac Turkey would have dane what's neces-
sary if kraell UAVs had trespassed

Turkssh Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutogiu
has dismissed media allegations that unmanned
aerial vehicles (AV) fram Israel violated Turkish
airspace to spy on the Turkish province of Hatay,
saying that *Turkey would have done what s nec-
essary” ifsuch an incident had ocqured.

“Turkish atrspace was not violated, and no
plane or UAVs entered our alrspace,” Davutogiu
said flom aboard his plane to Anlara late on
Thursday, as he rejected clalms that Israel con-
ducted spy flights over Hatay province, on the
border with Syrla. Davutoplu further noted that
Turkey would not hestate to do what & neces-
sary if there had been such a violation.

An Israell Heron UAV was observed spy-
ing above the 14th Hawk B. Brigade Command
in Hatay's Kirkhan dsstrict for four hours, the
Taraf dailyclaimed on Tuesday.
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DEMOCRACY VERSUS PLURALISM:

SPRING FOR THE ARABS FLIGHT OF THE CHRISTIANS
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