Die pro-westliche Opposition
denuneziert im voraus den
Bericht der arabischen Liga
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Der (pro-westliche) syrische National Rat [SNR] treibt weiterhin sein Lobbyspiel,
damit die arabische Liga die syrische Akte dem UNO Sicherheitsrat iibergibt. Jedoch
ist der Beobachter Bericht der Liga im Stande, die atlantische Version der Vorfille zu
widerlegen und die Version der Assad Regierung zu bestdtigen. Das ist der Grund
warum der SNR gemeldet hat, er bereite einen Gegenbericht vor, mit welchem die
Liga das offizielle Dokument ersetzen konnte, um den Sicherheitsrat zu beauftragen,
zu Gunsten einer internationalen militdrischen Intervention vorzugehen.

Der Figaro hat der franzésischen Presse das Zeichen einer kompletten Wende
gegeben. Sie beschuldigt nicht mehr die Assad Regierung dem Journalisten eine Falle
gestellt zu haben um ihn zu ermorden, aber behauptet, dass er das Opfer eines
,, Ubergriffs der Rebellen* wurde. Diese Auslegung ist nicht mehr begriindet als die
Vorige und zeigt nur die komplette Wende der Sarkozy Regierung. Sehr besorgt die
Enthiillungen der Zugehorigkeit zum Militdrgeheimdienst von H. Jacquier und dem_
Mitspiel von Frankreich in Sachen Entfiihrung der iranischen Ingenieure, hat Paris
beschlossen, die Akte wegzulegen und diese Angelegenheiten zu ersticken.

* Die syrische Armee hat die Stadt Zabadani wihrend der Nacht zuriickerobert. Laut
der Deutsche Press Agentur, die die Sache genau verfolgt, wire sie durch die
libanesischen Hisbollahkimpfer unterstiitzt worden. Uberhaupt nicht, behauptet As
Safir, die Armee hitte eine neue Methode ausprobiert: sie hat den Ort tagsiiber
verlassen, um dort die Rebellen zu umzingeln. Sie hat die Nacht abgewartet, damit die
Bevoélkerung in Sicherheit ist, bevor sie einen Angriff begann und die Kontrolle des
Ortes iibernahm. Diese Methode ist wirksam, da die Banden {iber keine Unterstiitzung
in der Bevdlkerung verfiigen. Eigenartigerweise bemerkt man auf den Fotos der in
Zabadani protzenden Rebellen, dass sie mit deutschen Sturmgewehren ausgeriistet
sind.

* Der Los Angeles Times vertrdagt nicht die Unterstiitzung Syriens durch Russland.
Sein Reporter in Moskau legt diese Politik als reinen anti-westlichen Reflex von
Vladimir Putin aus.

» Wihrend mehrere Kamikazeattentate Damaskus in Trauer versetzt hatten, wiinschte
die US-Botschaft, fiir ihren Schutz, dass die Gemeinde die verkehrsreiche Strasse vor
ihrer Botschaft absperrte. Die syrische Obrigkeit jedoch, die der Uberzeugung ist,
dass die Attentate der Al-Qaida von den westlichen Méchten injiziert sind, haben
abgeschlagen, da sie dachten, die USA wiren die Einzigen, die da nichts zu flirchten
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hitten. Der Washington Post betrauert, dass das US-Personal in Gefahr stehe und dass
man daher die diplomatische Vertretung sperren sollte.

» Kamal al-Labwani, ein Gegner, der im November [von Syrien] eine Amnestie
erhielt, hat sich an einer Anti-Assad Demonstration in Amman beteiligt. Er gab der
Associated Press und Moustagbal ein Interview. Er ruft die religiosen Minderheiten
auf, eine sunnitische Revolution nicht zu flirchten und verspricht, dass das nichste
Regime weltlich sei und ihre Forderungen anerkennen wiirde.

» Al-Watan (Qatar) enthiillt, dass Emir Hamad die Organisation der Islamischen
Konferenz [OCI] kontaktiert hat, damit ihr Generalsekretir, der Tiirke Ekmeleddin
Ihsanoglu die arabische Liga einlade, die syrische Akte dem Sicherheitsrat der UNO
zu tibergeben, falls die Repression anhalten sollte. Die OCI,- sowie der GCC
[Kooperationsrat des Golfes] - hatten schon seinerzeit den Krieg gegen Libyen
unterstutzt.
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Dans les coulisses
dela mission
d’'observationde la
Ligue arabe en Syrie

L'Algérien Anouar Malek, qui a jeté I'éponge,
raconte les manipulations du régime Assad

lors que la Ligue arabe s'ap-
A préte a étudier ce week-end

la suite a donner a sa mis-
sion d'observation en Syrie, le jour-
naliste algérien Anouar Malek, qui
en a démissionné début janvier,
plaide pour son arrét immédiat et
la saisie du Conseil de sécurité des
Nations unies. «Mohammed
Al-Dabi ne dira pas la vérité, dit-il
en référence au général soudanais
qui dirige la mission et dont le rap-
port est depuis jeudi 19 janvier
entre les mains des ministres des
affaires étrangéres arabes. ['ai le
sentiment qu'il soutient le régime
de Bachar Al-Assad », ajoute-t-il par
téléphone, depuis Toulouse.

Cest au début du mois de
décembre 2011 que M. Malek a été
sollicité pour participer a la mis-
sion arabe. Ancien officier de I'ar-
mée algérienne reconverti dans le
journalisme et la défense des
droits de 'homme, réfugié en Fran-
ce aprés quelques écrits qui ont
déplu au régime du président
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, ce quadragé-
naire accepte la proposition qui
émane du Comité arabe des droits
del’homme, basé a Paris.

Deux semaines plus tard, aprés
un détour par Le Caire et un rapide
briefing par Nabil Al-Arabi, lesecré-
taire général de la Ligue arabe —
« Vous étesune délégationindépen-
dante, leur dit-il, ni avec les oppo-
sants, ni avecle régime » -, Anouar
Malek est a pied d'ceuvre dans les
rues de Homs, 'un des bastions du
soulévement contre le régime du
président Bachar Al-Assad. A l'ex-
ception de deux nuits a Damas, il y
passera onze jours d'affilée, avant
de jeter I'éponge le 6janvier et de
quitter la Syrie trois jours plustard.

Son groupe comprend dix obser-
vateurs. Il est le seul avec un Dji-
boutien a ne pas avoir été envoyé
parunEtatmembredelaLigueara-
be. Les huit autres observateurs
sont soit des militaires, soit des
fonctionnaires, tenus dans les
deux cas a un devoir de réserve.
Leur premier rendez-vous, mardi
27décembre, est avec Ghassan
Abdel Al, le gouverneur de Homs,
qu'ils reverront chaque jour, pour
décider de leur programme. Son
discours décline tous les poncifsde
la propagande syrienne: « Guerre
contre le terrorisme», « islamistes»
et«Al-Qaida».

Aussitot apres, les observateurs
se rendent dans le quartier de Bab
Amr, aux mains de I' Armée syrien-
ne libre (ASL), la branche militaire

delarébellion. Leur escorte policie-
res'arréte aux portes de ce labyrin-
the de ruelles, parsemées de barri-
cades tenues par des hommes
armés de kalachnikovs. «11 y avait
une ambiance de cimetiére, se rap-
pelle M.Malek. Le quartier était
détruit. Un hommevenait d'étre tué
par un tireur embusqué. »

Etroite surveillance

Les journées suivantes se res-
semblent. Les observateurs peu-
vent accéder aux zones insurgées,
mais leur travail est sous étroite
surveillance. Avant chaque dépla-
cement, ils doivent attendre le feu
vert des autorités, qui met souvent
une heure a venir. «Les officiels
espéraient recueillir des informa-
tionsde nos passages dans ces quar-
tiers chauds dit M. Malek. Nos télé-
phones étaient écoutés. Certains de
mes collégues ont trouveé des micros
dans leur chambre d’hétel. airecu
par mail une photo de moi entrain
de prendre une douche, preuve que
nous étions aussifilmés. »

La logistique est a la traine. Les
dix observateurs, qui ne disposent
que d'une seule caméra, recourent
a leur smartphone personnel. Les
bureaux en centre-ville qui leur
avait été promis ne verront jamais
le jour. Ils n'ont ni bloc-notes, ni
fax, ni téléphone. En revanche, des
femmes a I'attitude équivoque cir-
culent dans les couloirs de leur
hétel. « Des putes envoyées par le
régime pour faire des photos et
nous faire chanter, aprés», dit
Anouar Malek.

En fin de journée, chacun d'en-
tre eux compile les témoignages
qu'ilarecuset lesimpressions qu'il
a ressenties, en s'efforcant de les
accompagner du maximum d'in-
formations factuelles : identité des
victimes, circonstances de leur
mort, types de blessure, etc.

«On envoyait nos observations
au chef de mission et chacun d'en-
tre eux, a 18 heures, envoyait un
mail récapitulatif @ Mohammed
Al-Dabi, resté a Damas. Aprés quel-
ques jours, je me suis apercu que
mon chef de mission faisaitl'impas-
sesur beaucoupd’éléments notam-
ment les noms des martyrs. »

Le 9janvier, sur la route de
Damas, Anouar Malek échappe de
peu a un tir, qui touche le capot de
sa voiture. Quelques heures plus
tard, il est a Doha, sur le plateau
d'Al-Jazira, ou il dénonce une mis-
sionen forme de « farce».w

BENJAMIN BARTHE

Syrie
Les Etats-Unis envisagent de fermer
leur ambassade a Damas

WASHINGTON. Les Etats-Unis envisagent de fermer leur ambassade a
Damas en raison de la détérioration de la situation en Syrie, ou la
répression des manifestations antigouvernementales se poursuit, a
indiqué vendredi 20 janvier le département d’Etat américain dans un
communiqué, assurant avoir prévenu « le gouvernement syrien que,
faute de mesures concrétes, nous n’aurions d’autre choix que de fermer
la mission ». Une fermeture qui pourrait exacerber les tensions entre
Washington et Damas, alors que les Etats-Unis tentent de faire adop-
ter des sanctions contre la Syrie pour contraindre Bachar Al-Assad a
mettre un terme a la répression.— (AFP.)®

L'opposition syrienne mise en cause dans la mort

du reporter Gilles Jacquier

PARIS. Le quotidien le Figaro a affirmé, vendredi
20 janvier, que la mort du journaliste francais,
Gilles Jacquier (photo), survenue le 11janvier en
Syrie, serait due a une bavure de 'armée syrien-
ne libre (ASL). C'est « une grosse bourde de la part
des opposants », a déclaré un responsable de l'op-
position syrienne en France non identifié, cité
par le quotidien. Le Figaro cite aussi, toujours
sous couvert de 'anonymat, un responsable de
la Ligue arabe affirmant : « Nous savons désormais qu'il y a eu une bavu-
re commise par 'Armée syrienne libre. » La représentation de I'ASLa
Paris a « formellement démenti» cette theése et réitéré ses accusations
contre le régime du président Bachar Al-Assad. — (AFP.) PHOTO:REUTERS
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C’esttout vu!

PAR ISABELLE TALES

Envoyé tres spécial

éja plus d’'une semaine que
D Gilles Jacquier, grand repor-

tera France 2, a été tué en
Syrie. Et'émotion, si forte qu’elle
fut, alaisse la place a d’autres dra-
mes, a d’autres compassions. Ainsi
val'actualité. Personne n'a le pou-
voir de l'arréter, personne n’es-
saie... sauf, justement, de rares
émissions comme celle pour
laquelle Jacquier travaillait. Jeudi
19janvier, on a senti des le genéri-
que d’« Envoyé spécial » qu'il s’y
passerait quelque chose de vrai-
ment spécial : toute une équipe
qui ne se montre jamais, d'ordinai-
re, sur le plateau, est la, au fond du
décor, pour écouter Guilaine Che-
nu et Francoise Joly annoncer une
enquéte surles circonstances dela
mort deleur confrereetamia
Homs, le mercredi 11 janvier.

Cette volonté de comprendre
permet au téléspectateur de
connaitre les préparatifs d'un
reportage dans un pays verrouillé :
l'attente du visa, les discussions
avec les responsables du magazi-
ne. L'impression est un peu bizar-
re, quand méme, lorsqu’'on se
retrouve dans la boite a lettres élec-
tronique du journaliste, a lire sa
correspondance avec la mére
Agnes, une religieuse qui facilitera
finalement son voyage.

Une fois que Gilles Jacquier, sa
compagne photographe Caroline
Poiron et le journaliste reporter
d’images Christophe Kenck arri-
vent a Damas, on voit ala fois des
scenes sans doute destinées au
reportage qui restera inachevé et
leur making of : controles poli-
ciers, négociations avec les chauf-
feurs, dialogues avec des Syriens
dont on ne sait si c'est une authen-
tique conviction, la propagande
ou la peur quileur fait voir en
Bachar Al-Assad « le meilleur preési-
dent du monde ». Et cette mere
Agnes qui devient un peu plus

CHRONIQUE TELE

ambigué a chaque apparition. Le
tout donne la sensation que les
journalistes circulent en Syrie com-
medans un labyrinthe: tous les
chemins menenta un mur.
L'équipe de France 2, qui ne vou-
lait pas partir pour Homs, y est fina-
lement obligée, devant la menace
d'une expulsion. Pour reconstituer
les minutes qui précedent la mort
de Gilles Jacquier, « Envoyé spé-
cial » a récupéré toutes les images :
celles de Christophe Kenck, bien
sr, mais aussi le film de reporters
suisses, les clichés d'un photogra-
phe, une vidéo réalisée avec un por-
table. De temps a autre, les images
défilent au ralenti ou se figent,

Le tout donne
la sensation que les
journalistes circulent
en Syrie comme
dansunlabyrinthe:
tous les chemins
menent a un mur

comme si cela permettait d’aller
regarder derriere, sur les cotes, de
veérifier que personne ne se cache
dans quelque angle mort. Pour-
quoil'«escorte » syrienne ne réagit-
elle pas quand les tirs commen-
cent? Les journalistes ont-ils été
pris pour cible ? Et par qui ? Fran-
ce2averse ses propres éléments
dans une enquéte judiciaire qui ne
fait que commencer.
QuandI'émission s'achéve,
I'équipe d’'« Envoyé spécial » au
complet, debout, forme une haie
d’honneur impressionnante. Gui-
laine Chenu tient par I'épaule
Christophe Kenck. Onl'a vu cos-
taud, solide, porterla cameéra
la-bas, témoigner ici. Au générique
de fin, il est au bord des larmes.®
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SYRIE AU NOM DES «PRISONNIERS DE LA REVOLUTION»

Des milliers de Syriens se sont rassemblés vendredi a Idlib (photo), dans le nord du pays,
au nom de tous les «prisonniers de la révolution» actuellement détenus dans les geéles
du régime. lls réclamaient que le gouvernement de Bachar al-Assad honore les deman-
des de la Ligue arabe, afin de mettre un terme a dix mois de répression sanglante au
cours desquels 5400 personnes ont perdu la vie. PHOTO AFP. YOUTUBE
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Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung (Allemagne / Germany)

Beratungen iiber
Syrien in Kairo

Her/nbu. BAGDAD/BRUSSEL, 20.
Januar. Am Sonntag wollen die Auf3en-
minister der Arabischen Liga in Kairo
tiber die Fortsetzung der Beobachter-
mission in Syrien entscheiden. Aus dem
Umfeld der Liga hief3 es, Syrien sei zu ei-
ner Verlingerung des Mandats bereit,
das am vergangenen Donnerstag ausge-
laufen ist, aber nicht zu einer Auswei-
tung des Mandats. Die Beobachtermissi-
on kdnne damit um einen weiteren Mo-
nat verlidngert werden, denn die Staaten-
gemeinschaft sei noch nicht zu einer
~Eskalation“ in Syrien und damit zu ei-
ner Intervention bereit. Der Leiter der
Beobachtermission, der sudanesische
Geheimdienstgeneral Muhammad al
Dabbi, schreibe noch an seinem Be-
richt, den er am Sonntag den Auf3enmi-
nistern vorlegen soll, hie} es am Frei-
tag. Nicht auf der Tagesordnung am
Sonntag soll der qatarische Vorschlag ei-
ner arabischen Eingreiftruppe fiir Sy-
rien stehen, den bislang kein anderes
arabisches Land unterstiitzt hat. Dieser
konne aber dennoch diskutiert werden,
sagte Adnan Chudair, der in der Liga
dem Stab fiir Syrien vorsteht.

Die syrische Aktivistengruppe Avaaz
gab bekannt, seit dem Beginn der Beob-
achtermission seien 746 Syrer getotet
worden. Auch am Freitag wurden nach
Angaben von Aktivisten mehr als 26
Menschen getotet. Aktivisten meldeten
unter Berufung auf einen Offizier der li-
banesischen Armee, es gebe Pline, die
grenznahe syrische Ortschaft Zabadani
zu iiberrennen, wo es diese Woche eine
Art Waffenruhe* zwischen Armee und
bewaffneten Oppositionellen gegeben
hatte. Der Vorsitzende des oppositionel-
len Syrischen Nationalrats, Burhan Gha-
lioun, traf am Freitag in Kairo ein. Dort
will er den Generalsekretdr der Arabi-
schen Liga, Nabil al Arabi, und die arabi-
schen AuBenminister davon Uberzeu-
gen, dass die Arabische Liga auf eine
hértere Gangart des UN-Sicherheitsrats
gegeniiber dem syrischen Regime drin-
gen muss. "

Unterdessen teilte der syrische Olmi-
nister Sufyan Alaw mit, dass die Olpro-
duktion als Folge des westlichen Embar-
gos um 150 000 Barrel am Tag zuriick-
gegangen sei. Damit habe Syrien seit
September Einnahmen von mehr als 2
Milliarden Dollar eingebiif3t.

Die EU bereitete in Briissel am Frei-
tag ihren mittlerweile elften Sanktions-
beschluss gegen Syrien vor, der am
Montag formal von den Auflenminis-
tern der Mitgliedstaaten gefasst wer-
den soll. Es ist vorgesehen, Einreise-
und Vermogenssperren gegen elf weite-
re Funktiondre und acht Unternehmen
des Landes zu erlassen. Die EU hatte in
den vergangenen Monaten schon Sank-
tionen gegen 86 Personen verhéngt, die
fir die Unterdriickung der Bevolkerung
verantwortlich sein sollen, unter ihnen
Prasident Assad. Auflerdem wurden
ZwangsmafBnahmen gegen 30 Unter-
nehmen erlassen, die das Regime unter-
stiitzen, sowie ein Waffen- und ein Ol-
embargo verhéngt.
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Hisbollah in Syrien gesichtet

SYRIEN Libanesische Miliz soll Assad zu Hilfe kommen.
Regimegegner fordern Abzug der Beobachter

DAMASKUS/ISTANBUL dpa/
dapd | Der Biirgerkrieg in Syrien
weitet sich aus. Aktivisten be-
richteten, in der Nahe des Grenz-
ibergangs Masnaa seien am
Freitag dutzende von Fahrzeu-
gen mit Kampfern der libanesi-
schen Schiitenbewegung Hisbol-
lah gesichtet worden. Sie seien
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iber eine normalerweise nur
vom Militar genutzte Strafie vom
Libanon nach Syrien gefahren,
hatten Kampfesparolen gerufen
und geschworen, der alawiti-
schen Minderheit zu helfen, der
Syriens Prasident Baschar al-As-
sad angehort.

Nach dem Freitagsgebet gin-
gen unterdessen tausende Regi-
megegner aufdie Strafle,umden
Abzug der Beobachtermission zu
fordern. ,Arabische Liga, an dei-
nen Handen klebt jetzt das Blut
von Syrern‘, war in einem Vorort
von Damaskus auf einem der
Transparente zu lesen. Die syri-
sche Opposition rief die De-
monstranten auch zur Unter-
stitzung von tausenden Gefan-
genen auf, die sich trotz einer Ge-
neralamnestie noch in Haft be-
fanden. Prasident Assad hatte
am Sonntag Haftlinge begnadigt,
die seit dem Beginn der Protest-
bewegung ,Verbrechen“ began-
gen hatten. Nach Angaben aus
Kreisen der Organisation wird
die Arabische Liga an diesem Wo-
chenende vermutlich die Verlan-
gerung der Beobachtermission
beschliefien.
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Neue Ziircher Zeitung (Suisse / Switzerland)

Syrien: Erstmals
explodiert ein
selbstgebauter
Sprengsatz

Bei einem Anschlag mit selbstgebauten
Sprengsitzen auf einen Gefangenen-
transport in Syrien sind am Samstag
mindestens 14 Personen getdtet wor-
den. Laut staatlichen Medien explo-
dierten auf der Strasse siidlich von Id-
lib nacheinander vier Sprengsitze. Zu-
dem seien bei dem Angriff 26 Perso-
nen, unter ihnen sechs Polizisten, ver-
letzt worden. Das in London ansissige
Syrische Observatorium fiir Men-
schenrechte bestitigte den Anschlag.
Der Gefangenentransport sei von
mehreren am Strassenrand versteckten
Sprengsitzen getroffen worden, sagte
der Direktor der Organisation. Die
Region um Idlib nahe der tiirkischen
Grenze ist eine Hochburg der Regime-
gegner. Seit Tagen finden in der Ge-
gend heftige Kimpfe zwischen loyalen
Truppen und Deserteuren statt. Laut
Augenzeugen gibt es dort mehrere
Militdrbasen. Sie sei voller versteckter
Sprengsitze, sagte ein Aktivist der
Nachrichtenagentur AP. Maoglicher-
weise sollten Soldaten von den Spreng-
sitzen, sogenannten IED (improvised
explosive device), getroffen werden.
Das deutet darauf hin, dass einige
Regimegegner auf Bombenterror set-
zen, um das Regime in die Knie zu
zwingen. Das wiirde eine Irakisierung
des Konflikts bedeuten. Im Irak setzen
Extremisten seit Jahren die heimtiicki-
sche Waffe ein. Im Gegensatz zu Auto-
bomben, die bei einem der Anschlige
in Damaskus vor Wochen eingesetzt
worden sein sollen, lassen sich die klei-
neren Sprengsitze leicht bauen und
verstecken. Angesichts der Gewalt in
Syrien hat die US-Regierung mit der
Schliessung ihrer Botschaft gedroht,
falls das Land keine Schritte zur Ver-
besserung der Lage unternehme. Seit
Ausbruch der syrischen Revolte sind
laut Uno mindestens 5400 Personen
getdtet worden. Inga Rogg, Bagdad
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La Tribune de Geneve (Suisse / Switzerland)
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Publico (Portugal)

“Dossier sirio”
deve passar
paraa ONU

® Uma delegacao do Conselho Na-
cional Sirio, um dos principais gru-
pos de oposicao ao regime de Bashar
al-Assad, esta no Cairo para pedir a
Liga Arabe que transfira o “dossier
Siria” para o Conselho de Seguranca
das Nacoes Unidas.

Em comunicado divulgado pela te-
levisao Al-Arabiya, o Conselho, lide-
rado por Burhan Ghaliun, especifica
o que pretende da ONU: a criacao de
uma zona de exclusao aérea na Siria,
0 que obrigaria a uma intervencao
militar (voos de reconhecimento) por
parte do Ocidente.

Hoje, no Cairo, os lideres dos 22 pa-
ises da Liga Arabe (a Siria foi suspensa
da organizacao devido a violéncia do
regime contra os manifestantes que,
desde Marco de 2010 exigem a saida
de Assad) vao avaliar o relatorio da
missao de observadores que esteve
no terreno e decidir quais os proxi-
mos passos para solucionar o conflito
em curso. Em 11 meses ja morreram
no pais mais de cinco mil pessoas.

O comunicado do Conselho diz
ainda que a delegacao no Cairo vai
insistir para que o relatorio da Liga
Arabe inclua as palavras “genocidio”
e “crimes de guerra” por parte do re-
gime de Assad.
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The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Arab League observers
urged to stay in Syria

By ZEINA KARAM
and SARAH EL DEEB in Beirut

The Arab League is likely to extend
the organisation’s observer mission
in Syria, despite complaints from the
Syrian opposition that it has failed to
curb bloodshed in the country, two
League officials said yesterday.

The pan-Arabbody is set to discuss
the future of the one-month mission
—-whose mandate expired on Thurs-
day - at ameetingin Cairo tomorrow.

Ahead ofthe gathering, two senior
officials said discussions were lean-
ing toward keeping the 150-member
mission in place because the time is
not right for “escalation” and the in-
ternational community is not yet
ready to intervene further. The offi-
cials, who were speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, added that sever-
al League members opposed to the
extension had changed their position
in recent days.

Arab countries and the West have
so far failed to reach any consensus
on how to counter acrackdown by the

regime which, along with other vio-
lence, hasleft an estimated 5,400 peo-
ple dead over the past 10 months.

Activists say the Arab observers
have failed to curb the bloodshed.
Many in the Syrian opposition have
called for the dispatch of foreign troops
to Syria to create safe zones for dissi-
dents. Yesterday, thousands of regime
opponents protested in Damascus,
some of them calling for the withdraw-
alofthe observers. “Arab League, your
hands are now soiled with the blood
of Syrians,” said one banner.

One of the largest demonstrations
yesterday was in the mountain town
ofZabadani, where about 12,000 peo-
pletookto thestreets to celebrate their
success in repelling government troops.

President Bashar al-Assad’s forces
attacked Zabadani, 17 miles west of
the capital, forsixdays, sparking fierce
fighting that involved heavy bom-
bardments and clashes with army de-
fectors. On Wednesday, government
tanks and armoured vehicles pulled
back, leaving the opposition in con-
trol of the town. AP
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Explaining the Kremlin’s
strong support for Syria

Observers say fear

of internal foes and

a political motive for
confronting the West
underlie tough stance.

SERGEI L. Loiko
REPORTING FROM MOSCOW

Russia’s increasingly vig-
orous support of Syria’s be-
leaguered government can-
not solely be explained as an
earnest. desire to help its
longtime partner and big-
gest importer of conven-
tionalweaponsinthe Middle
East, experts in Moscow say.

Moscow’s stance, they
say, also reflects a politically
inspired eagerness to con-
front the West as well as the
Kremlin's fear of the fast-
growing internal opposition
movement since Decem-
ber’s parliamentary vote,
which was marred by accu-
sations of fraud and ballot
stuffing.

Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin, who is seeking a re-
turn to the presidency in a
March election, “is con-
vineced that any popular pro-
test in any part of the world,
and especially in the Middle
East and Russia, is inspired
by the U.S. White House and
sponsored by the State De-
partment,” Moscow political
and defense analyst Alexan-
der Golts said.

“The closer to the March
election, the more evidence
the Kremlin will produce to
indicate the U.S. involve-
ment and it is becoming a
key point on the agenda in
Putin’s presidential cam-
paign,” said Golts, who is
deputy editor of Yezhednev-
ny Zhurnal, a liberal online
publication.

In the last two weeks, a
flotilla of Russian warships
led by the aircraft carrier
Adm. Kuznetsov called at
the Syrian port of Tartus
and a Russian-managed
vessel allegedly unloaded
tons of ammunition.

Russia and China
blocked a U.S.-backed U.N.
Security Couneil resolution

IN ISTANBUL, TURKEY, protesters opposed to
Russia arming Syria stand on images ol President
Dmitry Medvedev, left, and Premier Vladimir Putin.

on Syria in October, and this
week Moscow proposed its
own draft resolution in
which “nothing can be inter-
preted to allow the use of
force,” as Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov putit
this week.

The White House has
grown increasingly wary of
the Kremlin's tough defense
of the Syrian government,
which stands accused ofKill-
ing thousands of protesters
during largely peaceful
street rallies.

Susan Rice, the Ameri-
can envoy to the United Na-
tions, said Tuesday in Ge-
neva that the U.S. has “very
grave concerns about arms
flows into Syria from any
source,” and she lashed out
at Russia for opposing sanc-
tions and an arms embargo
on Syria that she said were
overdue.

The Kremlin immedi-
ately responded by slam-
ming U.S. and European
sanctions on Damascus and
saying that Russia has no
need to apologize for its
weapon deliveries.

“We don't consider it nec-
essary to explain and justify
ourselvesin connection with
a Russian vessel unloading
at a Syrian port, as Russia
doesn't violate any interna-
tional agreements and U.N.
Security Council resolu-
tions,” Lavrov said Wednes-
day. “Our country trades

with Syria in only what is not
banned by international
law.”

Syria has had strong po-
litical and military ties to
Russia for decades. In 1980,
Soviet leader Leonid Brezh-
nev signed a friendship and
assistance treaty with Syr-
ia’s then-ruler Hafez Assad.
Since then, 90% of Syria's
weaponry has come from
Moscow, including, tanks,
missiles, antiaircraft artil-
lery and firearms.

“Russia has articulated a
firm position ... not to allow
the repetition of the Libyan
scenario in Syria, as the
Kremlin will block any U.N.
decision in that direction,”
Igor Korotchenko, editor in
chiel of the monthly maga-
zine National Defense, said
Friday. “Russia is ready to
do anything short of direct
military involvement in the
conflict.”

Last month, Putin ac-
cused the State Department
of meddling in Russian af-
fairs and inciting riots in
Moscow.

“They will be locking the
United States in a fight over
Syria and the antiballistic
defense in Europe only to
prevent it from alleged in-
volvement in Russian do-
mestic affairs on the eve of
the presidential vote,” Golts
said.

sergei.loikow@latimes.com
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Amid unrest, U.S. may opt
to close embassy in Damascus

Prepares to evacuate
unless Assad regime
offers more security

BY KAREN DEYoOUNG
AND L1z SLY

The Obama administration is
preparing to evacuate American
personnel and close the U.S. Em-
bassy in Damascus, Syria, by the
end of this month unless the
embattled government of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad pro-
vides additional security for the
facility, senior administration of-
ficials said.

Officials said they have not
reached a final decision and are
engaged in talks with the Assad
government, but there so far have
been no tangible results in pro-
viding more protection for the
embassy.

“We have serious concerns
about the deteriorating security
situation in Damascus, including
therecent spate of car bombs, and
about the safety and security of
embassy personnel,.” a State De-
partment release Friday evening
said. “We have requested that the
government of Syria take addi-
tional security measures to pro-
tect our embassy, and the Syrian
government is considering that
request. We have also advised the
Syrian government that unless
concrete steps are taken in the
coming days we may have no
choice but to close the mission.”

A drawdown of the staff at the
embassy, which is on abusy street
in Damascus, began last week
after three unexplained car
bombings in recent weeks jarred
the previously calm capital and
left as many as 80 people dead.

Government claims that al-
Qaeda was responsible for the
recent attacks were widely
scorned by activists who accused
the government itself of responsi-
bility. Although the administra-
tion has not ruled out Syrian
government involvement in the
attacks, U.S. officials said signs

point to Syrian and Iraqi mili-
tants who have been affiliated
with al-Qaeda.

“It smells like a terrorist attack
and looks like a terrorist attack,
but none of us knows for sure,”
said a senior Obama administra-
tion official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity in dis-
cussing the sensitive situation.

Officials declined to discuss
whether there have been specific
threats to the embassy, and they
would not describe the nature of
the security measures they are
seeking from the Assad govern-
ment. But the suicide car bomb-
ings, the official said, “have
brought the situation in Syria to
another level.”

If even a small number of Sun-
ni extremists from Iraq have be-
come involved in the Syrian con-
flict, it would add an alarming
new dimension to what has been
an overwhelmingly peaceful up-
rising that has been brutally at-
tacked by the decades-old dicta-
torship.

Many Syrian opposition activ-
ists already are concerned about
signs of a creeping Islamization of
the revolt, and they have warned
that the failure of the West to
intervene will open the door to
Islamists, threatening the kKind of
destabilization that took hold in
Iraq following the U.S.-led inva-
sion there.

The senior administration offi-
cial said that the deteriorating
security situation across Syria
“demonstrates further that Assad
is losing control of the country
and reinforces our point that As-
sad has lost all legitimacy.”

Officials said that U.S. concerns
were shared by other Western and
Arab embassies in Damascus and
that many had joined the United
States in drawing down their
staffs over the past week.

By explicitly warning that the
embassy may close, the Obama
administration appeared to be
signaling Assad that its patience
is running out.

U.S. Ambassador Robert Ford
was forced to leave Syria in Octo-
ber after receiving direct threats
associated with regime support-

ers. He returned last month, after
administration officials assessed
that the threat had abated. Offi-
cials emphasized the importance
of maintaining direct contact
with opposition leaders and pro-
viding the opportunity of real-
time reporting from Damascus.

On Friday, which has been the
biggest day of the week for anti-
government protests, Damascus
felt as though it was under siege.
Soldiers sealed off several major
roads and checkpoints dotted the
city. Outside one of the main
offices of the security branches,
there were sandbagged machine
gun positions. Soldiers wearing
flak jackets and holding machine
guns kept guard.

A lone policeman with a Ka-
lashnikov assault rifle slung over
one shoulder stood across the
street from the main entrance to
the U.S. Embassy. There were also
several soldiers and policemen
dotted around the nearby traffic
circle, but no more than at any
other intersection.

Near the scene of the most
recent bombing, outside the Zain
Abeddine mosque in the neigh-
borhood of Midan, hundreds of
soldiers, police officers and plain-
clothes men belonging to what is
known as the “shabiha” militia
were out in force to prevent the
eruption of protests after Friday
prayers. Men streamed out of the
mosque under their watchful
eyes, and only one small group
dared break into chants of “God is
great” before they were quickly
dispersed by the security forces.

Fearful merchants nearby said
the overwhelming presence of se-
curity forces since the bombing
had deterred all but a few protests
in recent weeks. The attack had
also kept customers away.

“Everyone is afraid,” said one
man selling pastries in a small
shop. “Business is down below
zero. No one knows what will
happen next. Maybe there will be
more bombings. Anything could
happen.”

deyoungk@washpost.com
slyl@washpost.com

Sly reported from Damascus.
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The Washington Post on Sunday (USA)

Uncertain
respite for
one town
in Syria

Army’s withdrawal puts
protesters in control as
turbulence intensifies

By L1z SLy

ZABADANI, SYRIA — The resi-
dents of this pretty mountain
resort town still seem dazed with
disbelief that they have somehow
succeeded in driving out the Syr-
ian army, 10 months after they
first rose up to demand change.

It was here that the govern-
ment led by President Bashar
al-Assad made what appeared to
be a startling concession
Wednesday. After negotiating
with the town’s elders, the army
agreed to withdraw from Zaba-
dani, as well as from the adjoin-
ing town of Madaya, leaving a
swath of territory effectively, if
precariously, in the hands of the
protest movement and rebel sol-
diers fighting in the name of the
Free Syrian Army.

Quite how or why it happened
— and whether the calm that has
descended will last — are matters
of debate. Some here credit the
fight put up by the rebels, while
others say that an Arab League
mission to monitor the violence
appears to have pressured a
previously unrelenting govern-
ment into backing down.

Zabadani is by no means the
first town in Syria where protest-
ers and residents have effectively
seized control. But it is perhaps
the only one where the govern-
ment has been obliged to observe
a cease-fire, giving the residents
respite from what they said were
daily shooting and artillery at-
tacks, and raids in which activ-
ists were detained.

During a visit Saturday by some
of the Arab League monitors,
residents could not hide their joy
that Zabadani has, at least for
now, become what they are hail-
ing as a “liberated city,” the first
since the armed rebel force began
taking shape in the fall.

“It's similar to Benghazi,” said
Suleiman Tinawi, a sergeant who
defected from the army and
joined the rebels eight months
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Lopposition syrienne réclame

une saisine de TONU

Révolte Nouvelles manifestations massives ; la violence se poursuit dans 'attente du

rapport des observateurs arabes, faisant au moins

Mal

Des milliers de ifestant
sont descendus dans la rue
hier en Syrie pour réclamer
notamment une saisine du
Conseil de sécurité de 'ONU
aprés plus de 10 mois de vio-
lences, faisant écho aux grou-
pes d'opposition souhaitant
que les observateurs arabes
sent la main. Les mani-
estants ont commencé a dé-
filer 4 la sortie des mosquées
a la mi-journée, appelant a
la chute du régime du prési-
dent Bachar el-Assad et a la
libération des détenus dans
les provinces d’Alep, d'ldleb
et Eattaquié, a2 Deraa et a
Hama, selon I'Observatoire
rien des droits de 'homme
a)SDH). En contrepartie,
des dizaines de personnes ont
manifesté 2 Damas pour ap-
porter leur soutien 2 M. As-
sad, demandant au président
de mater l'insurrection.
Plusieurs mouvements
d'opposition ont ainsi réclamé
une saisine de 'ONU, allant
dans le sens des demandes oc-
cidentales. Le Conseil natio-
nal syrien (CNS), plus impor-
tant groupe de l'opposition, a
réclamé le transfert du dossier
au Conseil de sécurité et la
mise en place d'une zone d'ex-
clusion aérienne pour proté-
ger les cigils c{es « crimesF» du
régime. Sur leur page Face-
bog:lr- The Syrian qzaegvolution
2011 », des militants ont éga-
lement réclamé une « interna-
tionalisation » de la crise, en
allusion a une intervention de
I'ONU, aprés une demande
similaire dONG arabes ayant
jugé inefficace la mission des
observateurs envoyés par la

Ligue arabe.

algré leur présence sur le
terrain depuis le 26 décembre,
la répression na pas connu de
répit. Des centaines de per-
sonnes ont été tuées depuis
cette_date selon l'opposition
et 'ONU, et au moins 5 400
lpersonncs depuis le début de
a révolte 2 la mi-mars. Le
chef des observateurs arabes,
Mohammad Ahmad Mous-
tapha al-Dabi, doit présenter
demain au Caire un rapport
sur la base duquel l'organi-
sation décidera de la suite de
la mission. Selon le chef ad-
joint de la cellule de la Ligue
arabe chargée de la mission
des observateurs, Ali Jaroush,
« tout indique que la mis-
sion d'observation en Syrie
sera prolongée d'un mois’ car
le premier mois n'a pas suffi,
puisqu'il a été en partie consa-
cré aux préparatifs logisti-
ques ». Un autre responsable
a indiqué sous le couvert de
'anonymat que « le nombre
‘observateurs serait porté i
quelque 300 », soit quasiment
le double du chiffre actuel.
« De nombreux pays arabes
ont rejeté lidée d'envoyer
des troupes arabes en Syrie »,
comme l'avait proposé T'émir
du Qatar, Hamad ben Khalifa
al-Thani, a-t-il ajouté. Damas
I'a également rejetée et accusé
le a{tar « d’armer les ﬁ
terroristes » en Syrie. Le%l
a réclamé que le rapport des
observateurs « ua.lige les ac-
tes du_régime de “crimes de
guerre” et de “génocide” ».

Un « scandale » pour
Sarkozy

Au Caire, le grand imam
d'al-Azhar, principale ins-

19 tués.

A Homs, comme partout ailleurs en Syrie, une manifestation massive a eu lieu hier contre le regime

de Damas. Les protestataires ont notamment réclameé une saisine de I'ONU.

Phow AFP

titution de l'islam sunnite,
Ahmad al-Tayyeb, a appelé
les dirigeants arabes « a pren-
dre des mesures sérieuses et
immédiates » pour que les
violences cessent et empé-
cher ainsi « toute intervention
étrangére en terre arabe ».
L'organisation de défense des
droits de 'homme Human
Rights Watch a, elle, appelé
la %., e arabe a « travailler
avec le Conseil de sécurité
our imposer un embargo a
a Syrie sur les armes et des
sanctions contre les indivi-
dus responsables de ves
violations ». De son coté, le
président Nicolas Sarkozy a
affirmé que la France « ne se
taira pas devant le scandale
syrien » et ne peut accepter
« la répression téroce » de la
contestation, « qui conduit

tout droit le pays au chaos ».
« La Ligue arabe s'est engagée
dans une action courageuse,
elle doit la poursuivre », a-t-

il estimé, appelant le Conseil
de sécurité a lui « apporter son
CONCoUrs ».

Jacquier mort a la suite
d’une bavure de I'ASL ?
Sur le terrain, cing civils ont
été tués hier, un 2 Douma,
deux 2 Homs et deux i Deir
ez-Zor. En outre, les services
de sécurité ont remis les corps
de six personnes, disparues
depuis deux jours, a leurs pro-
ches dans larégion d'ldleg. A
Deraa, un membre des forces
de sécurité a été tué. Selon
la chaine satellitaire al-Ara-
biya, le nombre de victimes
séleverait 2 19 morts. Par

ailleurs, 'OSDH a indiqué

étre sans nouvelle d'un op-

sant de poids, Mohammad

abar Moussalama, membre

du Comité national pour le
changement  démocratique,
depuis son arrestation le 14
janvier.

En France, les obséques du
journaliste Gilles Jacquier,
tué le 11 janvier en Syrie, se
sont déroulées hier, en pré-
sence de journalistes et amis
venus rendre hommage 4 un
homme « en quéte de vérité ».
Sa mort serait due i une ba-
vure de I'armée syrienne libre
(ASL), a affirmé hier soir le
quotidien francais Le Figaro,
une information aussitot dé-
mentie par la représentation a

Paris de 'ASL.

(Sources : agences
et rédaction)
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As-Safir (Liban / Lebanon)
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Al-Mustagbal (Liban / Lebanon)
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UN role urged
in Syria crisis

ARAB LEAGUE PLANS TO EXTEND OBSERVER
MISSION AS 14 PRISONERS DIE IN BLASTS

Gulf News Report

Dubai The main opposition
Syrian National Council
has presented the Arab
League with a formal re-
quest to refer the Syr-
ian crisis to the UN Secu-
rity Council, the group’s
spokeswoman Basma Al
Qadmani said yesterday,
as 23 people were killed in
Idlib near the border with
Turkey and another 14 pris-
oners in explosions.

Syrian opposition groups
have called in the past for
the case to be referred to
the Security Council but
had not made a formal re-
quest to the 22-member
Arab body, which is con-
sidering keeping the moni-
tors in place.

Syria’s Sana agency said
a ‘terrorist’ group had set
off explosions that also
wounded 26 prisoners, as
well as six police guards. It
said the assailants had also
attacked ambulances sent
to the scene, on the road
between the towns of Idlib
and Ariha.

Al Jazeera television said
army troops and deserters
were also fighting in the
northwestern city of Jisr Al
Shughour.

League meeting

Meanwhile, the Arab
League was considering the
extension of its monitoring
mission. Sudanese General
Mohammad Al Dabi, head

SECURITY

FISHERMAN
KILLED

Syrian forces killed one Lebanese
fisherman and wounded another
when they seized their boat

off the Lebanese-Syrian coast
yesterday, a relative said.

The area is known for
smuggling and Syrian security
services have become especially
sensitive to contraband runs
since a popular revolt against
the regime of President
Bashar Al Assad erupted
10 months ago.

Ahmad Hamad said his wife
had crossed into Syria and had
found their 16-year-old son
Maher Hamad dead in a Syrian
state hospital.

He said a second fisherman had
been wounded and the third was
being interrogated by Syrian
security forces.

— Reuters

of the 165-strong monitor-
ing team, was due in Cairo
yesterday to submit his re-
port to a League commit-
tee on Syria to consider the
next day.

Reports and activists said
more than 600 people were
killed during the month-
long observer mission,
despatched to assess Syr-
ia’s implementation of an
Arab peace plan originally
agreed in early November.

Burhan Galiun, head of
the opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council which has
called for international ac-
tion to protect civilians in
Syria, was also in the Egyp-
tian capital for meetings
with opposition colleagues
and Arab League officials.

US may close embassy

Syria, keen to avoid
tougher action by the Arab
League or by the United
Nations, has tried to show
it is complying with the
plan, which demanded a
halt to killings, a military
pullout from the streets,
the release of detainees,
access for the monitors
and the media, and a politi-
cal dialogue with opposi-
tion groups.

“Yes, there is no com-
plete satisfaction with Syr-
ia’s cooperation with the
monitoring mission,” the
Arab source said. “But in
the absence of any inter-
national plan to deal with
Syria, the best option is for
the monitors to stay.”

Washington warned on
Friday that it may soon close
its embassy in Syria due to
worsening security condi-
tions and said it believed
Al Assad no longer had full
control of the country.

Closing the embassy
would not amount to cut-
ting diplomatic ties, but
would reduce direct US
contacts with Damascus.

See also Page 12

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Samedi 21 & dimanche 22 janvier 2012, #32, p. 20 / Saturday & Sunday, January 21 & 22, 2012, #32, p.20

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

Making a point
Arab League Secretary-General Nabeel Al Arabi (extreme left) meets a delegation of the opposition, Syrian National Council (SNC), led by SNC chief
Burhan Galiun (right) and the group’s spokeswoman Basma Qadmani (second from right) in Cairo yesterday. The group briefed Al Arabi on their
position concerning the Syria crisis ahead of today's meeting of Arab foreign ministers who will hear a report on a month-long Arab League observer
mission in Syria and most likely will extend its mandate.

Opposition leaders prepare counter report

Source suggests Arab League mission 'will not reveal everything’ seen during month-long observation

Beirut (DPA) A group of
leading Syrian opposi-
tion figures is preparing
“a counter report” to con-
trast its differences with a
report which was due to be
presented yesterday by an
Arab League observer mis-
sion to the nation, sources
close to opposition leaders
said.

“We should submit such
areport to the Arab League
to reveal to the members
what exactly happened
when the observers were
in Syria, because we be-
lieve the report which the
head of the observing mis-
sion will present will not
reveal everything,” said
the source, who requested
anonymity.

A one-month deal be-
tween Damascus and the
Arab League to allow

No observers have been able to

do their job: instead, the mission

legitimises the Syrian regime.”

monitors in the country
expired on Thursday, with
no sign of a halt to the
government’s crackdown
on protesters, which
has been ongoing since
March.

The head of the Syrian
National Council (SNC)
opposition group, Bur-
han Galiun, is in Cairo to
lobby Arab ministers to
refer the observer mis-
sion’s findings to the UN
Security Council, a state-
ment by the council said
on Friday.

Radwan Ziadeh

Syrian opposition

The 165-member mission
has been heavily criticised
by the opposition, accusing
it of siding with the Syrian
regime.

Next move

“No observers have been
able to do their job: instead,
the mission legitimises the
Syrian regime,” said op-
position member Radwan
Ziadeh.

The head of the monitor-
ing team, Sudanese Gener-
al Mohammad Al Dabi, was
scheduled to submit his

WHITE HOUSE
AL ASSAD FALL 'INEVITABLE'

The White House on Friday said President Bashar Al Assad was losing
control and his fall was “inevitable’, rejecting the suggestion that the
international community should launch another Libya-style intervention.

"It is clear that his regime is no longer ... in full control of the country
and that it is only taking Syria toward a dangerous end,” White House
spokesman Jay Carney said.

Carney dismissed the suggestion that the international community has
failed to get involved.

“The international community is not standing by," he said. "The
international community has, with American leadership, taken action to
pressure and isolate Syria..."

—DPA

report to the Arab League
yesterday, before Arab for-
cign ministers are due to
weigh their next move on
Syria.

According to a diplomat
based in Beirut, the Arab

League started a series
of discussions yesterday
over whether to extend
its controversial monitor-
ing mission to Syria, amid
ongoing violence in the
country.
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US may shut Syria embassy

Concern over deteriorating security situation in Damascus

Bradley Klapper

WASHINGTON — The State De-
partment said on Friday it “may
have no choice” but to close the
US Embassy in Damascus and re-
move all US personnel from the
country wracked by a 10-month
revolt against the rule of President
Bashar Assad unless Assad’s gov-
ernment takes extra steps to pro-
tect the mission.

The department issued a state-
ment late on Friday noting that the
Obama administration has “seri-
ous concerns about the deteriorat-
ing security situation in Damascus,
including the recent spate of car
bombs, and about the safety and
security of embassy personnel.”

The uprising against Assad has
killed an estimated 5,400 people
since March. Although the revolt
began with mostly peaceful pro-
tests, an increasingly strong armed
element has developed, and many
people are now fighting the re-
gime.

The department said the admin-
istration has asked Syria to take
additional security measures to
protect the US Embassy, and the
Syrian government “is considering
that request.”

It also said it had warned Assad’s
government that “unless concrete
steps are taken in the coming days

Syrian anti-regime demonstrators holding placards inscribed with slogans which read in Arabic
‘Freedom forever’ during a rally in Idlib in northwest Syria near the border with Turkey. — AFP

we may have no choice but to close
the mission.”

The US removed its ambassador
to Syria, Robert Ford, from Damas-
cus in October because of security
problems. He returned to Syria in
December.

The administration argued at
the time that Ford’s presence in
Syria was important for advancing

US policy goals by meeting with
opposition figures and serving as a
witness to the continuing violence.

The Obama administration has
long urged Assad to step down,
and officials say his government’s
demise is inevitable.

US officials say Syria has become
increasingly isolated, with Iran as
one of its last remaining allies, and

point to recent defections by some
military and government leaders
as a sign that Assad’s grip on power
is unraveling. The 10-month up-
rising against Assad has turned
increasingly militarised and cha-
otic as more frustrated civilian op-
ponents and army defectors arm
themselves and fight back against
government forces. —AP
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Syrian opposition group lobbies
for UN to replace Arab League

Arab ministers will
decide today whether
to extend mission

CAIRO // Opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council leaders yesterday
pressed the Arab League to turn the
Syrian crisis over to the UN, but the
League looked set to extend its own
mission.

The SNC chief Burhan Ghalioun
met Nabil Elaraby, the Arab League
head, in Cairo and lobbied against
the extension of the league’s mis-
sion, SNC spokeswoman Basma
Qadmani said.

The SNCwants “the transfer of the
Syria file to the UN Security Coun-
cil”, said spokesman Mohammed
Sermini, accusing the Damascus
regime of “committing genocide
and crimes against humanity”.

But the Arab League is expected
to extend its mission and boost
the number of observers deployed,
after foreign ministers hear today
a report on the operation’s first
month ofwork.

The report will be delivered by

the mission’s chief, General Mo-
hammed Ahmed Mustafa Al Dabi
of Sudan, who believes his man-
date needs to be strengthened, not
scrapped, a league official said.

Deputy chief of operations, Ali
Jarush, said Gen Al Dabi was satis-
fied with the achievements of the
operation so far and that “every-
thing indicates that the observer
mission in Syria will be extended
bya month”.

Mr Jarush said Gen Al Dabi con-
cluded that the operation became
more effective “after more moni-
tors were deployed and fanned
across 20 areas and after they were
provided with equipment and
logistics which they previously
lacked”.

But the SNC charged that Gen Al
Dabi’s report may not accurately re-
flect the situationin Syria.

Mr Sermini said that “leaks” indi-
cate that the report says monitors
are unable to determine who is do-
ing the killing.

Meanwhile, the killing in Syria
continued yesterday.

A roadside bomb killed 15 de-
tainees being transported in a Syr-
ian prison truck in Idlib province,

the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rightssaid.

The UK-based group said mem-
bers of the security forces were also
injured in the blast, which Syria’s
official Sana news agency blamed
onan “armed terrorist group”.

The group also reported that a
member of the security forces was
killed in fighting between dissi-
dents and soldiers in the Zawiya
mountains of Idlib province.

Italso said security forces had ar-
rested seven people yesterday, in-
cluding four members of the same
family inIblin village.

On Syria’s maritime border with
Lebanon, a 14-year-old Lebanese
boy was shot dead after gunmen
opened fire on a fishing boat, his
fatherandalocal official told AFP.

Human Rights Watch on Friday
urged the Arab League “to pub-
licly recognise that Syria has not
respected the League’s plan and
work with the Security Council to
increase pressure on the authori-
ties and effectively curtail the use of
fire power™.

% Agence France-Presse
B Comment, page a12
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