Les Occidentaux choqués par la
popularité russe en Syrie

REVUE DE PRESSE SYRIE #47
Mercredi 8 février 2012

La presse occidentale revient longuement sur l'accueil populaire de la délégation russe
a Damas sans parvenir a l'expliquer. Elle ne comprend pas d'ou sortait cette foule, ni
pourquoi elle applaudissait Sergei Lavrov qu'elle aurait dii conspuer. Surtout, elle
s'indigne que l'on puisse préférer la Russie a I'OTAN, dont les valeurs morales lui
semblent supérieures.

De nombreux journaux occidentaux accordent donc de l'importances aux critiques
internes en Russie et en Chine, qui leurs paraissent les seules voix raisonnables.

De son coté, la presse du Golfe se concentre sur le rappel des observateurs et des
ambassadeurs.

» Le Monde relate que le vote du Brésil, de I'Afrique du Sud et de 1'Inde au Conseil de
sécurité, en faveur de la résolution « marocaine », a été préparé par la haute
représentante de ['Union européenne aux Affaires étrangéres, Catherine Ashton.
Toutefois, le quotidien francais n'indique pas quels arguments la baronne Ashton a
utilisé pour convaincre ces Etats de changer de camp.

* La presse allemande revient sur une affaire criminelle qui pourrait impliquer
I'ambassade syrienne a Berlin. Les diplomates sont soupgonnés d'avoir pourchassé des
opposants syriens jusque dans la capitale fédérale et d'en avoir fait rosser a son
domicile.

* Le démenti adressé par Asma el-Assad au 7imes de Londres est utilisé pour relancer
la campagne a son sujet. La premiére dame récuse I'argument sectaire et rappelle que
son mari n'est pas le présidents des allaouites, mais celui de tous les Syriens. Ne
pouvant ternir I'image d'Asma, les services de I'OTAN font courir la rumeur qu'elle
serait la prisonni¢re de Bachar. Cette imputation n'est pas simplement propagée par la
presse people, mais aussi par des journaux de bonne réputation, comme aujourd'hui
Le Figaro ou le Corriere della Sera.

* Il Giornale rapporte les propos du président Obama selon lequel il ne faut pas
comparer la Libye et la Syrie ou aucune intervention militaire n'est envisagée. La
Russie et la Chine ont eu tort d'imaginer qu'une opération similaire se préparait contre
la Syrie. A contrario, la démonstration du président Obama implique une
reconnaissance implicite de ce que I'OTAN a bien outrepassé son mandat en Libye et
changé le régime en violation de ses propres engagements. D¢&s lors, on ne voit pas
pourquoi on devrait croire ses promesses a propos de la Syrie.
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* La plus grande communauté chrétienne orthodoxe d'Orient réside en Syrie. Alors
qu'une délégation russe arrive & Damas, Michael Jansen de 1'/rish Times s'est interrogé
sur le soutien qu'ils apportent a I'administration el-Assad. Son article (p. 46) est
illustré par une photographie représentant une femme dans une chambre a coucher
dont le mur a été¢ défoncé par un obus qui n'a pas explosé. Il s'agit de sceur Verona,
meére supérieure du couvent de Sydnaya. Le couvent a été attaqué par les « rebelles ».
Or, la méme photographie a été utilisée les jours précédents dans plusieurs quotidiens
qui ont laissé croire qu'il s'agissait d'une mere de famille sunnite de Homs dont la
maison aurait été attaquée par les forces gouvernementales.

* Dans The Herald, lan Bell observe que la guerre de Syrie n'aura pas lieu parce que
personne ne peut prendre le risque d'embraser la région. Selon lui, cette situation
particuliére montre l'impuissance de I'ONU. Dans la méme ligne, Jonah Goldberg de
I'American Enterprise Institute plaide dans le Washington Times pour le remplacement
de I'ONU par une Communauté des démocraties. En définitive, les arguments des uns
et des autres reviennent a dire que le droit international devrait €tre ¢édicté par les
seuls USA.

* Le New York Times / International Herald Tribune donne la parole a deux experts
pour expliquer le double veto . Le professeur Pei assure que Beijing est uniquement
motivé par sa haine des transitions démocratiques. La Chine a révélé son vrai visage
et en paiera les conséquences en termes de relations publiques. Pour sa part, Nicholas
Noe observe que le double veto conforte I'axe de la Résistance.

* Bradley Burston, éditorialiste d'Haaretz, déplore que la Syrie ne soit pas soumises
au méme traitement qu'lsraél. Le comportement de Tel-Aviv a Gaza a été critiqué par
le rapport Goldstone. Qu'attendent donc les partisans de la Commission Goldstone
pour réclamer une enquéte sur le comportement de leur allié syrien ?

* Les journaux du Golfe détaillent les sanctions diplomatiques prises par les Etats du
Conseil de coopération du Golfe : rappel des observateurs et des ambassadeurs en

Syrie, plus expulsion des ambassadeurs en Syrie.

* China Daily indique que des « révolutionnaires libyens » ont attaqué 1'ambassade de
Chine a Tripoli pour protester contre le veto.
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Le Monde (France)

Appel pour 1a paix en Syrie par Serguei
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Al-Hayat

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)
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The National (EAU / UAE)

LAVROV
IN SYRIA

LOOK SIR/

A 21-GUN
SALUTE /..

Moscow Times (Russie / Russia)
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Le Monde (France)

Le veto de Pékin sur la Syrie critiqué en Chine

Lablogosphere dénonce l'attitude des autorités alors que les médias officiels accusent ' Occident d'ingérence

Pékin
Correspondant

Moscou, samedi 4février,
devant le Conseil de sécurité
de I'ONU, au projet de résolution
surla Syrie passe mal aupres d'une
opinion publique chinoise dans
son ensemble sous-informée des
événements en Syrie. En I'absence
de débats dans les médias, cette
opposition est perceptible dans la
blogospheére, forte de 510 millions
d'internautes sur une population
de1,3milliard d'habitants.
Ellerelaielescritiquesd unnom-
bre croissant d'intellectuels. L'écri-
vain Murong Xuecun notait ainsi,
dimanche 5février, que «le princi-
pe de non-ingérence ne doit pas
I'emporter sur'humanisme, et que
soutenir des dictateursvicieux reve-
nait a faire preuve d’'une grande
cruauté envers les peuples ». L'éco-
nomiste Wu Jiaxiang déploraitlun-
di que 'ONU n’était plus qu'un
«appendice», en raison de «ces
deux membres permanents qui ser-
vent les dictatures». « Leur montée
en puissance, écrit I'intellectuel, est
une catastrophe pour 'humanité.»
Des internautes en appelaient a
«signer» la déclaration en ligne de
Tactiviste anti-CCTV (la télévision
officielle) Dandao Jidan: « En tant
que citoyen chinois, je veux présen-
ter toutes mes excuses au peuple
syrien. Je n'ai jamais participé a
I'élection de mon pays, ce vote a
I'ONUne mereprésenteenrien. Aus-
si serai-je toujours dans le méme
camp quele peuple syrien», écrit-il.
Une vidéo montrant des civils,
probablement a Homs, tentant
d'échapper a des tirs, au milieu de
blessés et de tués, a été diffusée sur
I'Internet chinois. Difficile de ne
pas penser qu'elle remue dans I'in-
conscient collectif le souvenir
refoulé dumouvement démocrati-
que de Tiananmen réprimé en
1989. Ces réactions, qui dominent
largement les voix alignées sur les
positions officielles, c les
tendances apparues lors du « prin-
temps arabe»: la blogosphére
chinoise s'est alors emparée des

L e veto opposé par Pekin, avec

«Les barrages gouvernementaux sont tout proches »

PRESENT A HOMS pour Le Monde, dansles quartiers controlés par I'opposi-
tion, le photojournaliste Mani raconte une ville en état de guerre :
«Deretour a Homs, trois mois apres mon dernier reportage, je suis frappé
par l'importance prise par I' Armée syrienne libre (ASL) qui rassemble les mili-
taires qui ont fait défection. 'ai pris cette photo le 25 janvier dans le quartier
de Safsafi, dans la vieille ville. Les positions de ce type sont une réponse aux

incursions des forces fidéles au régime. Elles se sont multipliées dans les
quartiers qui ont basculé du coté de I'opposition comme dans ceux ot les for-

ces étre

C'est le cas pour ce quartier, les bar-

rages des forces gouvernementales sont tout proches. » Lundi 6 février, les
bombardements de I'armée syrienne ont fait 69 morts a Homs et 29 autres
danslereste du pays. @ PHOTO:MANIPOUR «LE MONDEs

Selon Hu Yong, un chercheur
chinois spécialisted'Internet, le dis-
cours nationaliste était i

Pour ensuite basculer trés rapide-

en 1999, au moment ot le Quoti-
dien du peuple, organe du Parti
communiste, ouvrait un espace de
discussion en ligne sur le bombar-
dement de 'ambassade de Chine a
Belgrade, puis a atteint son
paroxysme en 2008, date de la

critiquerl'immo-
bilisme politique chinois.

1 contre le boy 8¢
de la torche olympique a Paris.

de Mouammar Kadhafi, il deman-

verser le régime chinois... La Libye,
avec une intervention militaire
i a un ch de

matie des valeurs » que cherchent a
promouvoir Europe et Etats-Unis,
«en train de perdre leur avantage
technologique face aux pays en
développement ». Le « printemps
arabe» permet ainsi « a I'Occident
grevé de dettes » de « reprendre son
souffle» et « d’exporter les révolu-
tions», prévient I'éditorial.

«La diplomatie chinoise a tou-
Jjoursétéle prolongement de sa poli-
tique intérieure. Voter pour [laréso-
lution de 'ONU] validerait la logi-
que quela démocratie est raisonna-
ble. C'est un défi pour le pouvoir »,
explique au Monde l'intellectuelle
Cui Weiping.

«Pekin est persuadé
qu'ilyaunevolonté
occidentale, a travers
I'Internet et ]'opinion,
derenverser le régime
chinois »

Valérie Niquet

Fondation pour larecherche
stratégique

Dans cette perspective, un dos-
sier d'intervention politique est
autant déstabilisant a Pékin qu'il
est porteur en Occident, surtout en
période préélectorale. La longue
phase d'approche qui prélude a la
transitionausommet duParticom-
muniste a I'automne 2012 oblige la
Chine a camper sur ses positions
traditionnelles — non-ingérence et
dénonciation des « manipulations
occidentales» a I'ceuvre dans les
soulévements arabes.

Certes, Pékina pris unrisque cer-
tain, alorsqu'ilaurait pus'abstenir,
notent les observateurs, a moins
d'une semaine de la visite officielle
du vice-président chinois, Xi
Jinping, aux Etats-Unis— pays quia
é lundi la fermeture de son

ment itudetrescritique  de ou elle va désormais se rendre:
des de g een «Enlran?En Syrie? » Une majorité
Chinea «I'éredesdroitsciviques».  des i a répondu: « En
Ce virage a 180degrés s'illustre  Chine.» Et méme «a Zhongnan-
peut-étre le mieux par la boutade  hai», bastion du pouvoir a Pékin.

récente d'un présentateur de CCTV
sur Weibo, le Twitter chinois.

Le paradoxe est que le régime
chercheavant tout a éviter cet effet

C que I' yée spéciale
de la chaine était arrivée au Pakis-
tan avant la mort d'Oussama Ben
Laden et en Libye juste avant celle

ur I'opinion publigp
chinoise : « Pekin est persuadé qu'il
y a une volonté occidentale, a tra-
vers I'Internet et I'opinion, de ren-

régime, est un cas d'école qui confir-
me les pires craintes de Pékin»,
explique au Monde Valérie Niquet,
de la Fondation pour la recherche
stratégique.

Dans un éditorial daté du mardi
7février, le quotidien chinois en
langue anglaise Global Times justi-
fie le veto en fustigeant la « diplo-
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ambassade a Damas. Le futur
numéro un chinois seretrouverale
14 février a Washington avec deux
dossiers génants sur les bras. Celui
duveto chinois et celui du Tibet, ou
T'intensification de la répression
est sans précédent depuis 2008.@
BRICE PEDROLETTI
(avEc FRANGOIS BOUGON A PARIS)
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Le Monde (France)

Les hésitations du Breésil

Rio de Janeiro

Correspondant

Contourner l'obstacle des veto rus-
ses et chinois et accentuer la pres-
sion sur le régime syrien: tel était
le double objectif de la visite de
quatre jours au Brésil, commen-
cée le 5 février, de Catherine Ash-
ton, la haute représentante de
I'Union européenne aux affaires
étrangeres.

La démarche de cette derniére
s'inscrit dans I'offensive diploma-
tique européenne lancée aux
cotés des Etats-Unis pour renfor-
cer les sanctions contre Damas et
isoler au maximum le régime de
Bachar Al-Assad. Un moment
opportun, selon plusieurs
experts, puisqu'il intervient
immeédiatement aprés le vote des
pays émergents du groupe IBAS
(Inde, Bresil, Afrique du Sud), qui
siegent au Conseil de sécurité, en
faveur de la résolution bloqueée
par la Chine et la Russie.

Les trois pays de I'IBAS, connus
pour trainer des pieds devant
tout ce qui leur parait étre une for-
me d’ingérence occidentale,
s'étaient abstenus en octobre 2011
lors d'un premier vote sur le cas
syrien. Le vote de Pretoria et de
New Delhi a été « coordonné avec
le Bresil » qui ne siége pas actuelle-
ment au Conseil, d’apres Brasilia.

Lundi soir, au terme d'un
téte-a-téte avec Antonio Patriota,
le ministre des affaires étrange-
res, la chef de la diplomatie des
Vingt-Sept a réaffirmé lors d'une
conférence de presse son désir

d’«aller de I'avant » sans toutefois
sembler en mesure de pousser
I'avantage. Avec son homologue
brésilien, elle a rappelé I'impor-
tance du plan de la Ligue arabe
pour une transition démocrati-
que a Damas. Une maniere pour
M. Patriota de réaffirmer, a sa
facon et commeill'a répéte plus
directement par voix de presse
ces derniers jours, que son pays
restait farouchement oppose a
toute intervention armée et que
« seule une solution négociee et
pacifique permettrait de mettre
un terme aux violences ».

Cette légere évolution de Brasi-
lia est a mettre au crédit de la pré-
sidente Dilma Rousseff, plus
pragmatique que son prédéces-
seur et mentor, Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva. En aoat 2011, une déléga-
tion du Palais d’'Itamaraty (le
Quai d’Orsay brésilien) s’était
déplacée a Damas avec des homo-
logues indiens et sud-africains
afin de tenter de convaincre le
président syrien de négocier. Le
régime ignora la demande. Dans
la foulée, Brasilia soutint une
enquéte de 'ONU sur les massa-
cres. Mais Damas s'opposa al’en-
trée sur le territoire des membres
de la mission.

Alaveille de son arrivée,

M™ Ashton a émis le souhait de
rencontrer M™ Roussef pour plai-
der sa cause. Une demande restée
pour I'heure lettre morte alors
que la chef de file de la diplomatie
européenne devait s'envoler mer-
credi pour Mexico.®

NicoLAs BOURCIER
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Le Figaro (France)
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Die Welt (Allemagne / Germany)

DPA/ MAURIZIO GAMBARINI

Exil-Syrer demonstrieren vor dem Brandenburger Tor gegen Assads Regime. Offenbar wurden einige von ihnen ausspioniert

Spionageaffire erschiittert Berlin

Zwei Mianner sollen fiir den syrischen Geheimdienst Regimegegner beobachtet haben

= Verddchtige wurden
offenbar seit Monaten
vom Verfassungsschutz
beobachtet

HANS H. NIBBRIG

eamte des Bundeskrimi-

nalamtes (BKA) und des

Landeskriminalamtes
(LKA) haben in Berlin mit Un-
terstiitzung von Spezialeinhei-
ten zwei mutmafliche syrische
Spione festgenommen. Sie sol-
len zusammen mit sechs weite-
ren Verdichtigen jahrelang in
der Hauptstadt lebende syri-
sche Oppositionelle beobach-
tet haben. Gegen die zwei
Hauptverdichtigen waren be-
reits am 31 Januar auf Antrag
der Bundesanwaltschaft Haft-
befehl wegen des dringenden
Verdachts geheimdienstlicher
Agententitigkeit erlassen wor-
den. Die Minner sollen am
heutigen Mittwoch einem Er-
mittlungsrichter des Bundes-
gerichtshofes vorgefithrt wer-
den, der ihnen die Haftbefehle
verkiinden wird, teilte ein
Sprecher der Bundesanwalt-
schaft mit.

Der 34-jihrige Syrer Akram O.
und der 47-jihrige Deutsch-Li-
banese Mahmoud El A. wurden
in ihren Berliner Wohnungen
festgenommen. Gleichzeitig
wurden die Wohnungen der
sechs weiteren Verdichrigen
durchsucht. Bei ihnen soll es
sich um zwei Syrer, zwei
Deutsch-Syrer und zwei Libane-
sen handeln. Zumindest einige
der Verdichtigen sollen Bot-
schaftsangehorige sein, aus die-
sem Grund wurde auch das Aus-
wirtige Amt eingeschaltet. An
den Festnahmen und Durchsu-
chungen der Wohnungen in Ber-
lin waren insgesamt 70 Beamte
von BKA und LKA beteiligt. Sie
stellten zahlreiches Beweisma-
terial sicher, dass jetzt ausge-
wertet wird.

Offenbar sind die Verdichti-
gen bereits seit Monaten vom
Bundesamt fiir Verfassungs-
schutz  beobachtet worden.
Nachdem sich der Verdacht er-
hirtet hatte, wurde die Bundes-
anwaltschaft eingeschaltet. Die
fithrte zunichst mit Unterstiit-
zung des BKA weitere verdeckte
Ermittlungen durch, bevor am
Dienstag der Zugriff erfolgte. Aus
Sicherheitskreisen
hief} es, die Verdichrti-

—e—

Weder die Bundesanwalt-
schaft noch der Verfassungs-
schutz wollten zu Details des
Verfahrens Stellung nehmen.

Der offenbar bestehende Ver-
dacht der Drangsalierung weckt
allerdings Erinnerungen an den
Fall des in Berlin lebenden sy-
risch-stimmigen Politikers Fer-
had Ahma. Der 37-Jdhrige, der fiir
die Griinen aktiv ist und sich
gleichzeitig im Natio-
nalrat der syrischen Op-

gen hirten ihre Ziel- INLIN position engagiert, war
personen nicht nur ONLI _E Ende Dezember mitten
ausgespiht, sondern A"er:::f":;“G in der Nacht in seiner
. u . .
verputhch auch drang- Hintergriinde Wohnun-g in Weddu'l'g
saliert. Was genau un- zu den Unru- von zwei mit Schlagst6-
ter diesem Begriff zu ﬁ'::j" i’?VT\?“ cken bewaffneten Unbe-
verstehen ist, sei mo- i e,'e" kannten zusammenge-
mentan noch nicht ,,,{.n schlagen worden. Ahma

ginzlich klar.

ARABISCHE GEHEIMDIENSTE IN BERLIN

i Nach der Festnahme von zwei

i mutmaRlichen syrischen Spio-

¢ nen wird sich auch der Ver-

i fassungsschutz-Ausschuss des

i Berliner Abgeordnetenhauses mit
i dem Geheimdienst des Landes

i befassen. Bereits vor einem Mo-

i nat habe die Leiterin des Berliner
i Verfassungsschutzes, Claudia

i Schmid, bestitigt, dass seit dem

i arabischen Friihling gesteigerte
i Aktivitaten der Geheimdienste

¢ aus den arabischen Lindern in

i Berlinzu verzeichnen seien.

beschrieb die Angreifer
als ,arabisch aussehen-
de Minner“ und vermutet hinter
diesem Angriff einen Einschiich-
terungsversuch des syrischen Ge-
heimdienstes. Unmittelbar nach
Bekanntwerden der Festnahmen
wurde der syrische Botschafter
ins Auswirtige Amt einbestellt.
Eine Einschiichterung syrischer
Oppositioneller in Deutschland
werde in keiner Weise hingenom-
men, sagte Auflenminister Guido
Westerwelle (FDP).
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Financial Times Deutschland (Allemagne / Germany)
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Frankfurter Rundschau (Allemagne / Germany)

Deutschland
setzt syrische
Spione fest

Westen verschirft Druck,
Russland will vermitteln

Von Steffen Hebestreit

it der Festnahme von zwei

mutmaflichen Geheim-
agenten hat die Bundesregierung
am Dienstag den Druck auf das sy-
rische Regime von Baschar al-As-
sad erhoht. Die Berliner Polizei
nahm einen 47 Jahre alten
Deutsch-Libanesen sowie einen
34-jahrigen Syrer unter dem Ver-
dacht fest, dass sie im Auftrag des
Staatschefs seit Lingerem plan-
malig syrische Oppositionelle in
Deutschland ausspioniert haben.

Die mutmaflichen Agenten
sollen seit geraumer Zeit vom Ver-
fassungsschutz, der fiir Spionage-
abwehr zusténdig ist, beobachtet
worden sein. Offenbar erschien es
jetzt politisch opportun, die Mén-
ner zu verhaften.

Denn die Festnahmen erfolg-
ten just an dem Tag, an dem die
franzésische und die italienische
Regierung ihre Botschafter aus
Damaskus in die jeweiligen Hei-
matldnder zuriickbeorderten. Am
Montag hatten bereits die USA ih-
re Vertretung in der syrischen
Hauptstadt angeblich aus Sicher-
heitsgriinden bis auf Weiteres ge-
schlossen. Die Europdische Union
kiindigte an, ihren Botschafter
vorerst im Land zu belassen.

Nach der gescheiterten Resolu-
tion im UN-Sicherheitsrat disku-
tieren die EU-Staaten iiber schar-
fere Sanktionen gegen Syrien, das
mit grofler Brutalitdt gegen die
Opposition im eigenen Land vor-
geht. Seit Beginn der Proteste im
Marz 2012 sollen 6000 Menschen
getotet worden sein.

Unter groRem Jubel wurde am
Dienstag Russlands Auflenminis-
ter Sergej Lawrow in Damaskus
empfangen. Russland hatte am
Sonnabend mit seinem Veto eine
Resolution Syriens im UN-Sicher-
heitsrat verhindert. Lawrow sagte
nach einem Gespréch mit Assad,
dieser habe sich zur Beendigung
der Gewalt verpflichtet. Zeit-
gleich beschoss die syrische Ar-
mee weiter die Rebellenhochburg
Homs. Russische Medien speku-
lierten, Lawrow wolle den Dikta-
tor zu einem Kkontrollierten
Machtverzicht bewegen. Seite 8
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Kleine Zeitung (Autriche / Austria)

Russland lasst sich
von Assad feiern

Wiihrend in Homs
erneut Dutzende
Menschen im Granat-
hagel der syrischen
Armee starben,
besuchte der russi-
sche AufRenminister
Staatschef Assad.

MARTIN GEHLEN

er Staatsjubel funktioniert

noch. ,Danke Russland, dan-

ke China®“, stand auf den
Transparenten, mit denen Tau-
sende Regimeanhinger den Gast
aus Moskau bei seiner Fahrt zum
Prisidentenpalast in Damaskus
begriiften. Begleitet von welt-
weiter Emporung iber Russlands
Veto im UN-Sicherheitsrat war
Auflenminister Sergej Lawrow
gestern nach Syrien gereist, um
mit Prisident Bashar al-Assad
yeine politische Losung® zu
suchen. Zur gleichen Zeit lieR
dessen Regime die Stadt Homs
bereits den vierten Tag in Folge
bombardieren. Auch in der nérd-
lichen Region um Idlib sowie in
den Vororten von Damaskus ging
die Armee mit aller Hirte vor.

Keine Zugestindnisse

Assad sei ,absolut entschlossen,
das Blutvergieflen zu beenden®,
erklirte Lawrow nach dem knapp
zweistiindigen Gespriich und be-
zeichnete sein Treffen als ,sehr
niitzlich®. Weitere Zugestind-
nisse des syrischen Machthabers
konnte er allerdings nicht ver-
melden, obwohl der Kreml vor
seiner Abreise lanciert hatte,
Lawrow wolle Assad zum Riick-
tritt bewegen sowie eine stufen-

festzulegen. Wer die neue Verfas-
sung erarbeitet, ist unklar. An-
geblich soll sie ein Mehrparteien-
system einfithren und die Amts-
zeit des Prisidenten auf maximal
acht Jahre begrenzen.

Scharfschiitzen

Derweil forderte das heftige
Bombardement in Homs auch am
Dienstag wieder Dutzende Men-
schenleben. Tags zuvor waren
mehr als 70 Menschen im Grana-
tenhagel gestorben, am Wochen-
ende iiber 260. Augenzeugen be-
richteten, niemand traue sich
mehr auf die Strafe, tiberall lau-
erten Scharfschiitzen. ,Der Be-
schuss geht rund um die Uhr, alle
paar Minuten gibt es eine Explo-
sion“, berichteten Bewohner ge-
geniiber Al Jazeera. ,Es ist un-
fassbar - es gibt keine Bunker,
nirgends kann man Deckung su-
chen.” Ein Video aus einem pro-
visorischen Verbandsraum zeigt
Tote und Verletzte mit schreckli-
chen Wunden. Auf anderen Bil-

Nach dem Veto
gegen eine
UN-Resolution
bereitete das
syrische Regime
den Russen in
Damaskus einen
Jubelempfang +»

es gibt kaumnoch etwas zu essen.
, Wir wissen nicht mehr ein noch
aus, wir warten nur noch darauf
zu sterben®, klagte einer der
Bewohner.

Neuer Versuch

Nach den USA und Grofibritan-
nien gaben gestern auch Belgien,
Italien und Frankreich bekannt,
ihre Botschafter zu Konsultatio-
nen aus Damaskus abzuziehen.
Die Golfstaaten beschlossen, alle
syrischen Botschafter auszuwei-
sen und ihre diplomatischen Ver-
tretungen in Syrien zu schlieRen.
Der tiirkische Ministerprisident
Recep Tayyip Erdogan schlug
vor, nach dem ,Fiasko fiir die
zivilisierte Welt* im UN-Weltsix
cherheitsrat mit gleich gesinnterg
Nationen eine neue diplomatis
sche Initiative zu starten, die .‘hc\;}}
dem syrischen Volk steht un¢§
nicht bei dem Regime*. Mnsk;nlg
und Peking hiitten mit ihrem V 'ta;}g
,dem Tyrannen eine Lizenz zung
Toten* ausgestellt. 5
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Tribune de Geneve (Suisse / Switzerland)

L.es Russes entre
le marteau et I'enclume

Critiqué par

les Occidentaux et la
Ligue arabe, le chef
de la diplomatie
russe a été accueilli
en héros, hier, dans
la capitale syrienne

Cathy Macherel
«Merci la Russie, merci la Chine!»
Cestpar ce slogan, et des drapeaux
aux couleurs de la Russie, que Ser-
guei Lavrov, le chef de la diplomatie
russe, a été accueilli hier, avec sa
delégation, par des milliers de Sy-
riens dans les rues de Damas. Re¢u
en héros, aprés le refus de Moscou
etde Pékin - samedi de soutenir une
résolution devant le Conseil de sé-
curité visant a demander le départ
du pouvoir de Bachar el-Assad.
Serguei Lavrov se serait sans
doute volontiers passé de ce chaleu-
reux accueil, alors que les bombes
pleuvaient hier encore sur Homs.
Car la diplomatie russe manceuvre
dans une voie de plus en plus
étroite: d’une part, elle doit persua-
der Bachar el-Assad de cesser sa fé-
roce répression pour s'engager
dans des «réformes démocrati-
ques» et d’autre part calmer la co-
lére des Occidentaux, qui accusent
le veto russe a I'ONU de faire office
de «permis de tuer» pour el-Assad.

La Russie sur la défensive
«La Russie est maintenant sur la de-
fensive, elle se doit de trouver des
solutions pour sauver la face», ana-
lysait lundi Serguei Strokan, journa-
liste politique russe, éditorialiste de
Kommersant, cité par le titre améri-
cain The Christian Science Monitor.
«Le probléme, c’est que el-Assad a
probablement interprété le veto
russe au Conseil de sécurité de
I’ONU comme une marque de sou-
tien. Il n’est pas certain que Lavrov
sera capable de faire évoluer beau-
coup les choses. Mais a chaque si-
gne de progrés, Moscou ne man-
quera pas de faire valoir la justesse
de sa methode.»

Hier, au terme de la rencontre
avec Bachar el-Assad, Lavrov a mis
en évidence le fait que le président
syrien lui a promis de «faire cesser
les violences d’oul qu’elles vien-
nent». Et qu'il allait bientot annon-

«La Russie

est maintenant
sur la défensive,
elle se doit

de trouver des
solutions pour

sauver la face»
Serguei Strokan

Journaliste politique russe,

cité par le titre américain

«The Christian Science Monitor»

Bachar el-Assad (a gauche) accueillant Serguei Lavrov, le chef de la diplomatie russe. SANA/REUTERS

cer la date du référendum sur une
nouvelle Constitution. Lavrov a
aussirépeéteé que la Russie cherchait
une solution au conflit syrien en se
basant sur I'initiative de la Ligue
arabe qui prévoit notamment le
transfert des pouvoirs du président
el-Assad a son vice-président.

Ambassadeurs rappelés

Mais le dialogue de la Ligue arabe
avec Damas est mal en point pour
I’heure: hier, une partie de ses
membres, les monarchies du Golfe,
ontannoncé le renvoi immeédiat des
ambassadeurs syriens et le rappel
des leurs, en qualifiant d’«inutiles»
les relations diplomatiques avec la

Svrie. Plusieurs pays européens ont
aussi rappelé leur ambassadeur.
Selon I'analyse des médias rus-
ses, ¢'est moins les liens économi-
quesavec Damas (contratsd’armesa
laclé) quel'idée de perdre encore de
I'influence au Moyen-Orient qui mo-
tive Moscou as’opposer a lastratégie
de la contrainte voulue par les Occi-
dentaux. Et Moscou de laisser filtrer
celte angoisse. Hier, 'ambassadeur
russe a I"'ONU, Vitali Tchourkine, dé-
nongant «les réactions exagerées»
des Occidentaux au veto russe, a dit
que «l’effet secondaire, ou peut-étre
le but, de certaines de ces réactions
est de creer de I'hostilité envers la
Russie dans le monde arabe»,

Des hackers

® Les hackers d’Anonymous ont
fouillé les ordinateurs de proches
conseillers du président syrien,
Bachar el-Assad. Ces militants de
la cyberliberté étaient déja
parvenus a pénétrer sur le site du
Ministere de la défense, inscrivant
leur logo sur la page d’accueil en
aolt dernier. Cette fois, ils ont
rendu publics des courriels et des
mémos rédigés a I'attention du
dirigeant syrien. L'un d’eux

espionnent el-Assad

conseille Bachar el-Assad sur la
maniére de préparer l'interview
avec une journaliste de la chaine
ABC, I'an dernier. Ce conseiller
jugeait trés important de bien faire
mention de «groupes armes» au
cours de cet entretien et de
documenter ce point avec des
articles de la presse americaine et
britannique. Le président a aussi
été briefé sur la nécessité de
montrer que ces groupes «sont

| manipulés par I'étranger». Et de

préciser que la Syrie «n’organise
pas la torturey», contrairement aux
Etats-Unis, qui en ont fait la
démonstration a la prison d’Abou
Ghraib en Irak. Enfin, il fait
allusion a la mentalité américaine,
indulgente pour les fautes
reconnues. Un autre mémo
rappelle que ’Amérique aime les
héros et les méchants. Avec qui
dans le role du méchant? 0.B.
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Il Corriere della Sera (Italie / Italy)

Immagine La moglie Asma scrive al «Times» di Londra

La «rosa del deserto»
rompe il suo silenzio

«Lavoro per 1l dialogo»

«La moglie di Assad rompe il silen-
Ziow, titolava ieri in prima pagina il Ti-
mes di Londra. Uno scoop mondiale dal-
la Siria in piena guerra civile, teatro di
stragi ogni giorno peggiori. E infatti la
prima volta dall'inizio di tutto, quasi un
anno fa, che «parla» Asma Fawaz Al
Akhras sposata Al Assad, ricorda il quoti-
diano di Murdoch. La giovane signora
spiega che il marito rais, nonché padre
dei suoi tre bambini, & «presidente della
Siria e non solo di una fazione di siriani.
La first lady lo appoggia nel suo ruolo ed
& come sempre intenta nelle opere di ca-
rita. In questi giorni & poi impegnata a
costruire ponti e a incoraggiare il dialo-
g0, ad ascoltare e a confortare le fami-
glie delle vittime della violenza».

Tutto qui. E per altro Asma non «par-
la»: al giornale di Londra é arrivata una
email scritta in terza persona, calibrata
in ogni parola, certo approvata dallo
staff ufficiale della first lady. Un messag-
gio che il Times dice di non aver solleci-
tato ma che sarebbe arrivato in risposta
aun suo recente articolo in cui chiedeva
«c0sa pensasse delle stragi, delle torture
e degli arresti di migliaia di oppositori
da parte delle forze di sicurezza del mari-
to» quella 36enne «intelligente, colta,
con tante buone azioni alle spalle». So-
prattutto, perché tacesse da mesi quella
«figlia di un eminente cardiologo di Har-
ley Street, nel cuore di Londra, nata e cre-
sciuta nel quartiere di Acton, con studi a
Marylebone e all'Imperial College, poi
un lavoro alla J.P. Morgan».

Ancora una settimana fa il Times tro-
vava sorprendente che una «cittadina
britannica» (nonché siriana) fosse com-
plice della folle violenza di un tiranno
mediorientale. Il dubbio & che Asma fos-

se costretta a tacere. Ma ormai da tem-
po, anche sul Corriere, articoli e com-
menti davano per scontato che la mo-
glie chic e cosmopolita di Bashar Al As-
sad, nota per le sue scarpe Louboutin € i
tailleur di Channel, soprannominata da

Vogue un anno fa «rosa del desertoy, die-
tro all'immagine aperta e riformista ce-
lasse un altro volto. Quello di una donna
dell’élite siriana, miliardaria e poco im-
porta se sunnita, che appoggia il marito
fino in fondo. «Assurdo pensare che so-
lo perché & nata a Londra una persona
sia democratica», commentava ieri un
dissidente siriano esule in Europa, chie-
dendo I'anonimato. «Anche Suzanne

Polemiche

Gli oppositori sono indignati:
«Ve laimmaginate mentre
conforta la vedova di un uomo
ucciso dalle gang di Bashar?»
|

Mubarak ha madre e passaporto del Re-
gno Unito, eppure ha derubato mezzo
Egitto. A Damasco tutti sanno che Asma
gestisce enormi capitali suoi e ora anche
degli Assad all'estero, grazie alla doppia
nazionalita che la protegge dalle sanzio-
ni. E sempre stata potentissima e in pie-
na sintonia con il marito. In gennaio &
anche scesa in piazza al suo fianco e con
i due figli. Non ha parlato ma il messag-
gio era chiaro».

Lo scoop del Times ha comunque irti-
tato, perfino infuriato, molti oppositori
siriani, sorpreso esperti del Paese. Non
perché rilevasse qualcosa di nuovo ma
per 'impudenza della first lady nell’affer-
mare il suo impegno a costruire «dialo-
20 e ponti», ad «aiutare le famiglie delle
vittime». Chris Doyle, capo del consiglio

Coppia presidenziale Asma e Bashar Al Assad nel 2010 (Epa) e il servizio
diVogue del marzo 2011 sulla first lady chiamata «rosa del deserto» (a sin)

d'intesa arabo-britannico e sposato con
un’attivista siriana dell’opposizione,
esclude che Asma «continui le sue attivi-
ta benefiche». E chiede: «Ve la immagi-
nate che conforta la vedova di un uomo
ucciso o picchiato a morte dalle gang di
Bashar?». Rami Jarah, siriano esule in
Egitto da ottobre aggiunge: «Con i suoi
11 mesi di silenzio la first lady mostra
solo un’ipocrisia intollerabile. Abbiamo
una lista di 5 mila famiglie di vittime,
nessuna delle quali ha certo avuto il con-
forto da "Sua Altezza". Perché il mondo
ajutasse i somali Asma aveva urlato tan-
to, per il suo popolo silenzio. Tutte le
cause che appoggiava in passato erano
pura e semplice pubblicita».

Cecilia Zecchinelli

© RPROOUDONE RSEVATA
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L'Unita (Italie / Italy)

Damasco sempre pil isolata a
livello internazionale. Arabia
Saudita, Oman, Kuwait, Emira-
ti Arabi Uniti, Qatar e Bahrein
ieri hanno espulso gli amba-
sciatori siriani. Intanto Assad
subisce la ramanzina dei russi.

UMBERTO DE GIOVANNANGELI
Po——

Arriva Lavrov, «fuggono» gli amba-
sciatori. Bashar al-Assad é sempre
pil isolato ma questo non ferma la
«macchina di morte» del regime si-
riano. L'artiglieria da ieri mattina
ha ripreso a martellare la citta ribel-
le di Homs, dove lunedi si sono con-
tate 95 vittime, e ieri sono morti al-
meno 21 civili.

Dopo il duplice veto di Mosca e
Pechino di sabato scorso al Consi-
glio di Sicurezza dell'Onu, il mini-
stro degli Esteri russo, Serghei La-
Vrov, € stato ricevuto ieri a Dama-
sco - accompagnato dal capo dell'in-

Allarme Unicef
Oltre 400 i bambini
uccisi dall’inizio
della repressione

telligence russa all'estero (Svr),
Mikhail Fradkov - da Assad, da cui
ha ottenuto solo vaghe dichiarazio-
ni di intenti. Il ministro degli Esteri
russo ha spiegato che il presidente
siriano ha auspicato che si ponga fi-
ne alleviolenze da tutte le parti; ha
detto di essere pronto al dialogo
con ogni forza politica; ha chiesto
che riprenda e sia potenziata la mis-
sione degli osservatori della Lega
Araba. Lavrov, contraddicendo poi
il veto posto sabato all’Onu sulla ri-
soluzione che chiedeva ad Assad di
farsi da parte, ha dichiarato che Mo-
sca «& disponibile ad agire per tro-
vare una rapida soluzione alla crisi
basata sul piano predisposto dalla
Lega Araba». Piano che prevede
esplicitamente le dimissioni di As-
sad.

FERMA CONDANNA

Sul fronte diplomatico i Paesi euro-
pei hanno richiamato i loro amba-
sciatori a Damasco. leri mattina ha
iniziato il titolare della Farnesina,
Giulio Terzi, che ha convocato a Ro-
ma «per consultazioni» 'ambascia-
tore dTtalia a Damasco, Achille
Amerio, dopo aver convocato alla
Farnesina 'ambasciatore siriano a
Roma, Khaddour Hasan, per espri-
mergli la piti ferma condanna e lo
sdegno del governo italiano per le
inaccettabili violenze perpetrate
dal regime. Analoghe iniziative so-
no state assunte da Francia, Gran
Bretagna, Belgio, Spagna, Olanda,

Manifestazione pro-Assad a Damasco per larrivo di Lavrov: sullo striscione c'@ scritto «Grazie, Russia»

- A Damasco il ministro degli Esteri russo Lavrov strappa solo vaghe promesse

- Strategie Italia, Belgio, Gb, Spagna, Olanda ritirano i rappresentanti diplomatici

Siria, la grande fuga
degli ambasciatori
per fermare la strage

(la Germania ha convocato 'amba-
sciatore siriano a Berlino). L’altro ie-
ri i gli Usa hanno chiuso del tutto la
loro ambasciata. In prima linea nella
«guerra diplomatica» scatenata con-
troil regime siriano sonoi 6 Paesi del
Consiglio di Cooperazione del Gol-
fo: Arabia Saudita, Oman, Kuwait,
Emirati Arabi Uniti, Qatare Bahrein,
che ieri hanno espulso gli ambascia-
tori siriani e richiamato i loro a Da-
masco. «L’Arabia Saudita, attuale
presidente del Consiglio, annuncia

che gli Stati del Consiglio di coopera-
zione del Golfo hanno deciso di ritira-
re i propri ambasciatori dalla Siria e
di aver chiesto a quelli siriani nei Pae-
simembri del Ccg di partire immedia-
tamente», si legge in un comunicato
diramato dal segretariato generale,
che prosegue accusando il regime si-
riano di «massacro collettivo contro
un popolo disarmatow. I sei Paesi del
blocco petrolifero avevano gia ritira-
to, a fine gennaio, i loro rappresen-
tanti da una delegazione di osserva-

tori della Lega Araba inviata in Siria
per monitorare le violenze, denun-
ciando l'inefficienza della missione
nelle condizioni in cui era svoltae la
mancanza di sicurezza.

ORRORE

Arrestati, torturati, violentati e ucci-
si durante la detenzione. Sono que-
ste le atrocita commesse sui minori
in Siria e denunciate dall'Unicef.
«Quasi undici mesi di violenze che
hanno causato la morte e il ferimen-
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Folo di Yousse! Badawi/Ansa£pa

to di centinaia di bambini». Oltre

400, per I'esattezza, sono i bambini
che sono stati uccisiin Siria negli ulti-
mi 11 mesi e altri 400 minori sono in
carcere, denuncia la portavoce
dell'Unicef, Marixie Mercado. «Ab-
biamo notizia di bambini arrestati ar-
bitrariamente, torturati e abusati ses-
sualmente durante la loro detenzio-
ne», rimarca Mercado. «Negli ultimi
giorniibombardamenti intensi delle
forze governative nei quartieri civili
di Homs hanno causato senza alcun
dubbio nuove sofferenze ai bambi-
ni», ha aggiunto.

L’Unicef non ha accesso a queste
zone, & stato spiegato. «Ma alcune
notizie credibili, che arrivano in par-
ticolare da media internazionali pre-
sentd a Homs, ci dicono che ci sono
bambini in preda alle violenze», insi-
ste Mercado. «Tutto questo deve fini-
re. Anche un solo bambino morto in
una violenza & una morte in piti che
non possiamo permettere - incalza il
direttore generale dell’'Unicef An-
thony Lake- E urgente che le autorita
siriane aiutino tutti coloro che ne
hanno un disperato bisogno». A fine
novembre I'Onu aveva reso pubblico
uno scioccante rapporto sulle violen-
ze commesse dai militari siriani an-
che subambini in tenera eta, definite
come veri e propri «crimini contro
Pumanita». ¢

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Assad e 1 suoi fratelli:
tra affari e terrore,
ecco 1l clan del rais

| cugini, il fratello, i sodali: hanno in mano tutto il potere
dall'esercito alla compagnia telefonica. Gestiscono la politica,
gli affari (@anche quelli sporchi) e i rapporti con il terrorismo

U.D.G.

n clan al potere. E il

«clan Assad». Non so-

lo un Presidente, ma

un ramificato sistema

di potere fondato su
due pilastri: il partito-Stato e I'Eser-
cito, Il clan, innanzitutto. Un clan
familiare, quello degli Assad, che
ruota intorno a quattro uomini for-
ti: Maher, fratello di Bashar, ha in
mano le redini dell'esercito ed & a
capo del partito, Assaf Chawkat, il
cognato, & a capo dei servizi segre-
ti. I fratelli Makhlouf, cugini di
Bashar, uno & capo dei servizi di si-
curezza di Damasco, I'altro, Rami,
ricco boss, & considerato il simbolo
della corruzione. Cugino da parte
materna di Bashar, Rami Makhlouf
é proprietario, tra I'altro, di una del-
le due compagnie di telefonia cellu-
lare del Paese, la SyriaTel. Il suo no-
me erasalito agli onori delle crona-
che nel 2008, quando il Dipartimen-
todel tesoro americano lo aveva in-
serito in una lista nera con I'accusa
di beneficiare e facilitare la corru-
zione pubblica in Siria.

Completa il clan una serie di mili-
tari e consiglieri. A cominciare da
Abdel-Fatah Qudsiyeh, capo dell'in-
telligence militare e di quella, po-
tentissima, dell'aviazione. E noto al-
le cronache per aver guidato la com-
missione d’inchiesta sull'uccisione,
nel 2008, del comandante di
Hezbollah Imad Mughniyeh. Uno
dei sopravvissuti dell'era paterna -
quella di Hafez Assad, oggi stretto
consigliere di Bashar - ¢ Muham-
mad Nasif Kheirbek, 'uomo malvi-
sto dagli Stati Uniti che da decenni
curairapporti, ottimi, con I'Iran. Al-
tro nome forte & quello di Ali Mam-
louk, ex capo del Mukhabarat, con-
sigliere speciale del presidente per
la sicurezza. Secondo Wikileaks, &
considerato dagli americani uno de-
gli anelli di congiunzione con le or-
ganizzazioni terroristiche mondia-

li. Tutte queste figure rappresenta-
noil cuore del clan. Attorno al grup-
po di potere si aggirano anche il vi-
cepresidente Farouk al-Sharaa, il
ministro della Difesa Ali Habib
Mahmoud e Bouthaina Shaaban, il
consigliere personale di Assad che
ha il compito di curarne I'immagi-
ne pubblica. La Siria & governata
da quarant’anni dalla minoranza
alawita (una setta musulmana che
risale allo sciismo, una setta nella
setta).

Gli alawiti, in Siria, sono pero
una piccolissima minoranza (non
piu dell’11%), mentre 1'80% sono
sunniti e circa il 9% cristiani. Per
poter governare il Paese, quindi, la
famiglia Assad ha messo in tutti i
posti importanti (nel Governo,
nell’esercito, nella polizia) gente
della sua tradizione, del suo grup-

D’Alema al Cairo
«Fratelli musulmani
interlocutori dell’Ue»

| Fratelli musulmani, il cui partito &
la prima forza politica dell'Egitto, devono
essere considerati interlocutori dellUee
dell'ltalia, che a loro volta devono soste-
nere la transizione democratica e al tem-
postesso misurarsicon la nuovadirigen-
egiziana sui diritti. A sostenerlo & Mas-
simo D'Alema che al Cairo, ultima tappa
della sua missione in Medio Oriente, ha
incontrato esponentidel governo ediva-
rie forze politiche egiziane fra le quali il
presidente del partito della Confraternita
Mohamed Morsie il presidente del Parla-
mento, Saad el Katatni. «<Dobbiamo con-
frontarci con i nuovi leader perché dob-
biamo rispettare quello che gli egiziani
hanno deciso col voto», ha detto DAle-
ma,secondoil quale & necessario «stabili-
reun rapporto e discutere». Nellincontro
conMarsi,rimarca lex premier, éstatoaf-
frontato il tema della liberta religiosa e
della convivenza con copti «come uno
dei test fondamentali per il nuovo Egitto»
come quello dei diritti delle donne.

po religioso. La situazione, quin-
di, & questa: una grande maggio-
ranza (80%) governata da unari-
strettissima minoranza (11%).

Esercito, Guardia Repubblicana,
Mukhabarat e Intelligence sono pi-
lastri di questa struttura statale
che rappresenta un potere concre-
to direttamente controllato dal
clan Assad. Riflette in proposito
Thomas Pierret, ricercatore fran-
cese, tra i piu acuti analisti del
«pianeta-Assad»: «Bisogna distin-
guere: da una parte ci sonoiservi-
zi di sicurezza, che hanno essen-
zialmente una funzione di control-
lo della societa, il controllo di
eventuali opposizioni; e dall’altra
I'esercito. Poi ¢’ il partito Baath,

Parenti

Mabher é a capo

del partito, il cognato
Assaf guida i servizi

Minoranza alawita

Un sistema di alleanze
che pero ora

€ entrato in crisi

che non & esattamente un partito
ideologico, perché la sua ideolo-
gia ormai € morta: ne parlo come
strumento di patronaggioe di con-
trollodella societa. E al dila di que-
stovi sono dei partenariati che so-
no stati stabiliti con alcuni attori
sociali strategici come il mondo
degli affari. E in una certa misura,
conl'ambiente rurale, perché il re-
gime all'inizio sié costruito su una
strategia di alleanza e di promo-
zione dei contadini, creando delle
unioni di contadini per inquadrar-
li: oggi assistiamo proprio alla cri-
si di questa alleanza con il mondo
rurale, perché i disordinisono pro-
prio partiti dalle regioni rurali».

Per garantire il costante potere
della sua famiglia, Hafez al-As-
sad, che aveva preso il controllo
del governo nel 1971 e lo aveva
rigidamente mantenuto per pit di
vent’anni, aveva istruito ciascuno
dei quattro rami principali della si-
curezza interna— la Sicurezza Ge-
nerale, I'Intelligence dell’aeronau-
tica, I'Intelligence militare e la Di-
rezione della sicurezza politica —
non solo affinché tenesse sotto
controllo la popolazione siriana,
ma anche affinché ciascuno di essi
tenesse d’occhio l'altro, control-
lando gelosamente il proprio mal
definito terreno d’azione. Undici
mesi dopo I'inizio della rivolta, il
«sistema-Assad» comincia a vacil-
lare. Il conto alla rovescia ¢ inizia-
to.<
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1cora erano
‘resse

LA MOGLIE DEL PRESIDENTE

Asma scrive al «Times»:

HEE Nonostanteil massacrodicivilivadaavanti,
Asmaal-Assad, moglie di Bashar al-Assad, confer-
ma il suo appoggio al presidente siriano. Non so-
no bastati per farle cambiare idea 11 mesi di vio-
lenze. In una e-mail inviata dal suo ufficio al bri-
tannico Times, la first lady ha affermato che il ma-
rito e«presidentedellaSiriae nondiunafazione di
siriani». Ha inoltre ribadito di essere al fianco del
leader diDamasco in questo momento di difficol -
ta. Nel messaggio c'e anche un timido invito al
dialogo frail regime e i suoi oppositori. Sidice an-
che che la moglie del presidente «in questi giorni
ascoltaeconsolalefamiglie dellevittime diviolen-
ze». E comesempresistadedicandoal volontaria-

non mollo mio marito

to. La posizione di Asma e stata molto defilata in
passato. Loscorso gennaio lamoglie del presiden-
te ha partecipato, insieme ai due figli, a una mani-
festazione governativa a Damasco, a cui era pre-
sente il marito. Erano circolate voci su una possi-
bile fuga della first lady dalla Siria per presunte di-
vergenze con il presidente sulla crisiinatto dame-
tamarzo dello scorso anno. Asma, 36anni, natain
Inghilterra, @€ musulmana sunnita (il marito e il
suo clansonosciiti}, elasuafamiglia e originaria di
Homs, proprio la citta che in queste ore & bersa-
gliata senza sosta dalle truppe di Damasco e che @
gia diventata la citta martire degliinsorti.

AL. CAR.
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El Mundo (Espagne / Spain)

Espana estrena mano dura con Siria

Madrid llama a consultas al embajador en Damasco y mantiene abierta la legacion
Italia, Francia, Holanda y Alemania emulan la politica de EEUU y el Reino Unido

ANA ROMERO / Madrid
La comunidad internacional jugé
ayer su ultima carta diplomatica
tras el fiasco del veto de Rusia y Chi-
na en el Consejo de Seguridad dela
ONU: la llamada a consultas en cas-
cada de sus embajadores en Damas-
co, emulando la politica iniciada en
octubre por Estados Unidos y esta
semana por el Reino Unido.

Por primera vez desde que se ini-
ci6 larevuelta en Siria hace 11 me-
ses, Espania reaccion6 con renovada
dureza. El embajador espafiol, Julio
Albi, llega hoy a Madrid tras ser lla-
mado también a consultas. Al mis-
mo tiempo, su homélogo sirio en
Madrid, Hussam Edin Aala, fue con-
vocado ayer por cuarta vez a Exte-
riores, donde Juan Gonzéalez-Barba,
el director general de Oriente Me-
dio, conden6 ante €l la represion del
pasado fin de semana en Homs.

Alli se calcula que han muerto ya
medio millar de personas. Los resi-
dentes atrapados en Homs hablan
de «genocidio» para referirse a la
peor matanza de civiles desde que

Los paises del
Golfo se suman a
la iniciativa de los
grandes de Europa

El embajador de Espafia en Siria, Julio Albi. /EFt

Garcia-Margallo «no
dudé un instante» al
tomar la decision de
llamar a Julio Albi

comenz6 la revuelta el 16 de marzo,
segun fuentes de la oposicion siria.

La decision de ayer lleva el trazo
personal del ministro José Manuel
Garcia-Margallo, quien segun fuen-
tes diplomaticas, «no dud6 un ins-
tante» a la hora de decidir que habfa
que llamar a consultas a Albi. El em-
bajador espafiol fue enviado a Da-
masco hace apenas dos afos por el
ministro Miguel Angel Moratinos,
que entonces mantenia una relacion
estrecha con el régimen de Bashar
Asad. Especialmente destacada era
la amistad de Moratinos con el atin
titular de Exteriores Walid Moalen.

La actitud de Madrid es ahora
radicalmente distinta. Segun fuen-
tes diplomaticas, Garcia-Margallo

«no se anda por las ramas» cuando
se trata de Derechos Humanos,
«bien sea en Cuba, bien en Siria».

Fuentes no descarta-
ron que Albi ya no vuelva més a Si-
ria. De momento, la legacion espa-
fiola en Damasco permanece abier-
ta con dos diplomaticos —el ministro
consejero y el consul-. La seguridad
del edificio se ha redoblado.

Pero la situacion en el interior se
deteriora por dias. Francia y el Rei-
no Unido, al igual que hicieron en
Libia, estan ayudando al Ejército
Libre de Siria a través del Libano,
Turquia e Irak, segun fuentes diplo-
maticas occidentales. Pero la situa-
ci6n de desigualdad militar puede
hacer que el régimen de Asad
aguante ain unos meses mas.

Mientras la matanza continda,
Italia, Francia, Holanda, Alemania
y Bélgica se mostraron ayer igual
de contundentes que Espafia en
una accién semicoordinada por las
principales capitales europeas. To-
dos llamaron a sus embajadores. A
ellos se unieron los paises del Gol-
fo, agrupados en el organismo re-
gional GCC (en sus siglas en in-
glés) que incluye a Arabia Saudi,
Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrein y
Emiratos Arabes Unidos. Estas pe-
tromonarqufas han ido incluso més
lejos que las democracias euro-
peas: ayer decidieron no sélo lla-
mar a consultas a sus embajadores,
sino también expulsar
a los representantes
sirios de sus capitales.

El GCC emiti6 una
nota en la que dice se-
guir «con enfado y
tristeza la escalada de
la violencia en Siria,
que no tiene compa-
sion ni con nifos, ni
mujeres ni mayores,
en actos terribles que
solo se pueden califi-
car de masacres masi-
vas contra el pueblo».

La Uni6n Europea
prepara nuevas sanciones para el
27 de febrero, informa Javier Ga-
llego. Se trata de acentuar la asfi-
Xia econémica con el embargo a la
importacion de determinados me-
tales preciosos y de prohibir el es-
tablecimiento de relaciones comer-
ciales con el Banco Central.

Pero ayer, la jefa de la diploma-
cia europea, Catherine Ashton, no
retir6 al enviado de la UE en Da-
masco, Vassilis Bontosoglou, por-
que «las decisiones a este respecto
dependen de cada Estado miem-
bro», seglin su portavoz, Michael
Mann. Ashton es partidaria de se-
guir endureciendo sanciones a Si-
ria hasta que Asad ceda el poder a
su vicepresidente para que cree un
gobierno de concertacion y celebre
elecciones. Para muchos, algo im-
posible después de 6.000 muertos.

ORBYT.es

>Vea hoy en EL MUNDO
en Orbyt el videoandlisis
de Ana Romero sobre Siria.

Rusia: Asad hablara con todos

XAVIER COLAS
H Gobierno sirio desea
la paz tanto como Ru-
sia. Ese fue el mensaje
que se esforzé en dar el
ministro ruso de Asun-
tos Exteriores, Serguei
Lavrov, que afirmé
ayer tras reunirse en
Damasco con el presi-
dente de Siria que
Bashar Asad esta dis-
puesto a dialogar con
todas las fuerzas politi-
cas. Lavrov, que desde
elinicio dela crisis tra-

ta de evitar una inter-
venciéon armada sobre
su principal socio y
aliado en la zona, rea-
firmé la disposicion ru-
sapara intercederenel
onflido «@ partir de
las posiciones expues-
tasen lainiciativade la
Liga Araben.
Lasgestiones parael
cese delaviolenciade-
berian incluir «laaper-
tura de un didlogo en-
tre todas las fuerzas
politicas», dijo Lavrov.

«El presidente de Siria
ha reafirmado su dis-
posiciénapropiciares-
ta labor», anadi6 des-
puésde serrecibidoco-
mo un salvador por
una multitud que agi-

Sabra, recogio el guan-
tey se mostré favorable
a participar en conver-
saciones con el actual
Gobierno de Asad con
mediacion de Rusia, se-
ganinformé Interfax.
Mientras, lasangria
en ciudades como
Homs sigue sin freno.

tababanderasrusas.El | Seginlos gruposde la
canciller d 16 tam- | oposicién, al menos
bién que pronto habra 14 personas murieron
fecha para el referén- | alli porlos ataques de

dum sobre la futura
constitucién siria.

H lider opositor per-
teneciente al Consejo
Nacional Sirio, George
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las fuerzas sirias, 25
en todo el pais. Entre
los fallecidos figuraba
un matrimonio y tres
de sus hijos pequenos.
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Asma al-Assad
rompe su silencio

D. IRTARTE
ESTAMBUL

a esposa del presidente si-

rio, Asma al-Assad, habria

roto su misterioso silencio.

Aunque lo hizo de forma un
tanto indirecta, a través de un co-
rreo electronico dirigido al diario
britanico «The Times», en el que se
asegura que la primera dama apoya
las acciones de suesposo como «pre-
sidente de todos los sirios». La des-
aparicion casitotal de Asmadelaes-
cena publica habia desatado todo
tipo de conjeturas. La semana pasa-
da, el mismo «The Times» publicd
un extenso articulo especulando so-
brela posturadela primeradama si-
ria ante la represion desatada porel
régimen. El diario barajaba tres op-
ciones: que hubiese cerrado filas
con su conyuge; que se encontrase
atrapada porla situacion, o que estu-
viese en «estado de negacion» de la
realidad ante lo tragico de los acon-
tecimientos.

«El presidente es el presidente de
Siria, no de una faccién delos sirios,
y la primera dama le apoya en este
papel», asegura el correo citado por
The Times. «L.a agenda extremada-
mente cargada de la primera dama
esta siempre consagrada principal-
mente a las asociaciones caritati-
vas. Estos dias, se ocupa también de
promover el didlogo. Ella escucha 'y
reconforta a las familias victimas
de la violencia», afirma.

¢Esla propia Asma la que habla?
«The Times» asi lo cree, aunque
otros medios que se han hecho eco
de la noticia indican la imposibili-
dad de comprobarlo de forma inde-

Asma al-Assad

Escueto mensaje

«El presidente es el
presidente de Siriay no
de una faccion, y la
primera dama le apoya»

pendiente. Para numerosos oposito-
res consultados recientemente por
ABC, no cabe duda de su complici-
dad, por activa o por pasiva, enlavio-
lencia. Les duele especialmente que
no se haya rebelado ante la destruc-
cionde Homs, ciudad dela que es ori-
ginaria su familia, aunque ella haya
nacido y crecido en Inglaterra. La
que otrora fuese un icono de mujer
arabe emancipada se ha convertido
en la esposa complice del dictador.
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Damasco recibe
como a un héroe
al ministro ruso
de Exteriores

El Asad saca a sus leales a las calles
mientras sube la repulsa internacional

TOMAS ALCOVERRO
Beirut, Corresponsal

Triunfalmente, como un héroe,
fue recibido el ministro de Asun-
tos Exteriores ruso, Serguéi La-
vrov, en Dama egun la televi-
sion estatal, se congregaron alre-
dedor de un millén de perso
no so6lo en la capital sino también
en Alepo, la segunda ciudad del
pais, en esta gran manifestacion
de adhesion al régimen convoca-
da para acoger el Jdc de la diplo-
macia del Gobierno de Moscu.
Su veto v el de China evitaron la

adopcion de una resolucion del
Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU
condenatoria de Bashar el Asad.

Con banderas, globos de los co-
lores nacionales de ambos pue-
blos, esta parte de la poblacion si-
ria quiso dar fe ante el mundo de
su apoyo al presidente cuando
paises occidentales y drabes, o las
monarquias petroliferas del Con-
sejo de Cooperacion del Golfo,
han llamado a consultas sus em-
bajadores. Este grupo de paises,
v en primer lugar Arabia Saudiy
Qatar, ya habian retirado previa-
mente sus observadores en la sus-

Llegada triunfal. El coche del minist
recibido con banderas sirias y rusas a su llegada ayer al palacio pre

pendida mision enviada por la Li-
ga Arabe.

En el caracteristico ler ':u;ljc
edulcorado de los diplom
el ministro Serguéi Lavrov se uh-
rid a que sus conv iones con
el rais El Asad habian sido muy

constructivas. El ministro decla-
ré que el presidente, cuyos ca-
rros de combate -ahora de fabri-
cacion rusa, antes soviética- con-
tintan bombardeando la ciudad
de Homs, se habia comprometi-
do a aceptar una solucion del con-

ro ruso de Asuntos Exteriore:

Espafia y otros cuatro paises europeos se retiran

= El ministerio espainol de
Asuntos Exteriores ha llama-
do a consultas al embajador

de Espana en Siria, Julio Albi,

después de que Reino Unido,
Francia, Bélgica e ia ha-
yan tomado la misma medida
y EE.UU. haya cerrado su
legacion diplomitica. Ade-
mas, el embajador sirio en

Madrid, Husam Edin Ala,
sera convocado para comuni-
carle “la condena por las ac-
tuaciones de las fuerzas arma-
das y de qgumhd La re
da del emb no

ra necesario que haya obser-
vadores independientes, pero
prepara nuevas sanciones,
que podrian incluir un veto al
comercio de oro y metales
preciosos (como el que impu-

cerrar la rcpruenhcmn en
Damasco. La Unién Europea
no se plantea retirar a su per-
sonal en Siria, ya que conside-

COMPRO ORO

fW % scdte 7950

ESPECIALISTAS EN:

s0 a Iran) y no se descarta
ampliar la lista negra en la
que ya figuran casi un cente-
nar de personas y decenas de

entidades sirias. Sin embargo,
no hay todavia un acuerdo
para prohibir la mayoria de
las operaciones con el Banco
Central sirio y bloquear sus
fondos, idea planteada por
algunos paises. Los expertos
comunitarios responsables
del expedient o volveran
a tratar el asunto manana.

Ajuntament de Barcelona

DIADA DE SANT JORDI 2012

Davant la diada de Sant Jordi 2012 -

23 d'abril ~, es comunica a tots els

interessats que I'admissié de sollicituds per instal-lar parades de venda de

roses o llibres sera oberta fins al dia 09 de marg.
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Serguéi Lavrov, es
sidencial de Damasco

flicto, basada en la propuesta an-
terior de la Liga Arabe, prome-
tiendo una ampliacion de la am-
pliacion de la mision de observa-
dores, asi como la inminente or-
ganizacion de un referéndum so-
bre una nueva Constitucion.

Es dificil que la citada iniciati-
va de la Liga Arabe pueda servir
de base a un acuerdo, va que el
texto proponia que F dele-
gase sus funciones en el vicepresi-
dente Faruq el ra, dirigente
de la vieja guardia del régimen,
va anteriormente rechazada.

Seguin algunas informaciones,
¢l Gobierno de Putin estaria pre-
parado para convocar unos en-
cuentros con miembros de la opo-
sicion siria, de la oposicion mode-
rada que no exige como wmh-
cion previa i
dimision de E
promover una solucion pacifica
de este conflicto extremamente
complicado por sus implicacio-

| nesinternacionales y porla diver-

sa composicion de la poblacion.
Rusia no quiere un cambio de ré-
gimen en Siria, su ultima aliada
arabe, su ventana al Medite
neo. No acepta, Ilmpnul, que se
pued\ repetir una situacion tan
Hfica como la de Libia, con
ntervencion militar occiden-
tal como desean el Ejército Libre
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Europa

earabes
aumentam
pressao

Damasco recebe diplomata
russo como um heroi

A pressao contra Assad aumenta. De-
pois dos EUA, Europa e paises arabes
decidiram retirar os deus diplomatas
de Damasco. Agora, os olhos estao
postos sobre a Rassia, o tnico aliado
daSiria. Ontem, o chefe da diplomada
russa foi recebido como um heroi.

O chefe da diplomacia russa,
Serguei Lavrov, rejeitou, ontem,
em Damasco, “qualquer interven-
¢aoestrangeira” pararesolveracri-
senaSiria, depois de se reunir com
opresidente Bashar al Assad.“A Si-
ria precisa de paz, e esse acordo de-
veria ser alcangado fora de qual-
quer intervengao estrangeira”, des-
tacou Lavrov apds a reuniio.

O ministro russo garantiu que
Moscovo “pretende continuar o
seu trabalho com as autoridades si-
rias” com o objectivo de encontrar
uma solugio negociada. Da mesma
forma, Lavrov lembrou que seu
pais estd pronto para cooperar para
uma saida do conflito “como foi
mencionado na iniciativa da Liga
Arabe, em 2 de Novembro”,

O chefe da diplomacia russo,
que viajou acompanhado pelo che-
fe do servico de espionagem exte-

rior, Mikhail Fradkov, entregou a
Assad uma carta do chefe de Esta-
do russo, Dmitri Medvedev. E ga-
rantiu que o presidente sirio estd
disposto a dialogar com todas as
forcas politicas. “O presidente sirio
estd totalmente comprometido
com o fim da violéncia, indepen-
dentemente de onde provenha”.
Lavrov manifestou que Assad pe-
diu ajuda “para influenciar os gru-
pos opositores, até que se estabele-
caodidlogo™.

A visita dodiplomatarusso a Da-
masco, onde foi recebido comoum
hero6i pelo veto na ONU, ocorreu
no mesmo diaem que Bélgica, Rei-
no Unido, Espanha, Franca, Itdlia e
Holanda anunciaram que chama-
ram os embaixadores para consul-
tas. A decisdo dos paises europeus
coincidiu com uma outra das mo-
narquias do Golfo - Oma, Emirados
Arabes Unidos, Aribia Saudita, ca-
tar, Bahrein e Kuwait - de expulsa-
rem os embaixadores sirios e reti-
rarem os diplomatas de Damasco.

Portugal e Marrocos, membros
nao-permanentes do Conselho de
Seguranca das Nacdes Unidas, ape-

™

Apoiantes de Assad agradeceram o veto russo na ONU e receberam diplomata como heréi

ALEMANHA CHAMA EMBAIXADOR

0 ministro dos Negdcios Estrangeiros
da Alemanha chamou, ontem, o
embaixador da Siriaem Berlim e
comunicou-lhe que nao serao tolera-
das actividades contra oposicionistas
sirios em territorio germanico. A
iniciativa surgiu poucas horas antes
da detencao de dois alegados
espioes sirios, acusados de terem
vigiado sistematicamente dissiden-
tes do regime de Assad na Alemanha.

laram, ontem, para o fim da violén-
cia na Siria, com Rabat a anunciar
que pediu a China e a Russia que
pressionem Damasco.

Massace continua

O massacre na Siria continua. On-
tem, em Homs, cidade que conti-
nua a ser bombardeada pelas for-
cas militares, mais de 20 pessoas te-
rio morrido. Anteontem, o nime-
ro de vitimas civis terd chegado a
100. Segundo estimativa feitahd um
més pela ONU, mais de 5400 mor-
reram desde o inicio do conflito.m
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MINISTER'S VISIT

Government
supporters give
Lavrovawarm
welcome

MICHAEL JANSEN

SYRIANS, young and old, some
g5, others with rolled
posters, gathered in the wide
square near the central bank to
climb on to buses that would
carry them to the western Mezza
neighbourhood.

There they welcomed Russian
pinister Sergei Lavrov as
d at the grand foreign
ministry complex.

Muhammad Barini, from the
coastal city of Tartous, and three
friends called ted as they
waited for their turn to board a
bus. Ali Ibrahim is from the
central city of Hama, Ali Assad
from Latakia and Ali Ali from the
Golan.

“We support President Assad,”
said Muhammad. “We w
not violence.” Asked thei
and what they are studyi
replied: “We're all 1I7. We're in the
11th form.”

Ali, from the Israeli-occupied
Golan said: “We want to go to
college. Perhaps here. perhaps
outside. We don't know yet what
we want to study.”

The boys grinned as three girls
appeared, before giggling and
maoving away into a shop
entrance.

Demonstrations are a great way
for young people to meet in this
srvative society.

Two women wearing identical
white woolly hats made for the
scrum for the bus. A man ina
bulky jacket waved his friends

their windows rushed round the
traffic circle, hooting.

A wedge of small school
children, some boys wearing

cout scarves, marched by with
ds bearing the visage of
President Bashar al-Assad, the
rallies an excuse for playing
truant.

Buses, cars, motorbikes
carrying government supporters,
some invited to attend, others
determined to show the flag.
converged on the six-lane
Damascus-Beirut highway and
formed lines along it to give
Lavrov a hearty greeting

In addition to Syrian flags,
they brandished the Russian
standard and the yellow-and-
green banner of the Lebanese
Hizbullah.

‘Two Russian flags were
made out of hundreds of
balloons.

The atmosphere was festive in
spite of the tension and fear that
ns watching
helplessly as their country slides
towards civil war.

Once the rally finished,
participants melted away:
teenagers to shops to buy
snacks, lovers to walk in parks
holding hands; workers freed
from jobs marched with
the flags and placards into

private demonstrations
elsewhere,

Some Syrians support the
government, others the
opposition, but most simply

# — s - ‘ - - o
Supporters of the Syrian president Bashar al-Assad gathered in Damascus yesterday, flying Syrian flags along with the Russian
standard to welcome Russia’s foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov. Photographs: Sana/Denis Sinyakov/Reuters.

want the violence to end _ —
so they can resume normal
lives,

goodbye when the packed,
right-leaning bus left without him
Cars with flags fluttering in
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Sergei Lavrov has a
colourful greeting,
 left, and meets Mr
Assad, bottom.
Right, a rebel fights
back in Homs.
Below, a victim of
an army assault

Turkey to take lead against Assad

By Alex Spillius

TURKEY'S prime minister yesterday said
he was preparing a “new initiative
againsl the Assad reg amid growing
sp«(ul tion that Ankara ;md Wi nhmﬂlun
are considering the ereation of an ¢ nclave
and no-ly zone to protect rebels,

Reeep Tayyip Erdogan said it was time
for further action following
Russia and China l)lmT{ing a United
Nations resolution against Syria.

“We are going o starl a new initialive
with those countries that stand |1\ the
people, not the Syrian government. We
are preparing this,” he luld the Turkish

the “fiasco™ of

pardiament. “We cannot remain silent on
what is happening in Syria and we cannol
turn our backs on the Syrian people.”

Ahmet Davutoglu, the Turkish foreign
minister, is due to [ly to Washinglon
today for talks with Hill: ary C llnlon the
US Seeretary of State. The White House
said it was considering sending humani
tarian aid in what would be a significant
escalation of its involvement.

According to experts and former diplo-
mals, discussions on a haven are in the
earliest s s but would be accelerated if
the Russi: n diplomatic mission to Syria
proved [ruilless and President Bashar al-
Assad failed 1o stop the violence. Sinan

Ulgen, a former Turkish diplomat now at
the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace, said Mr Lrdogan’s govern-
ment had “passed the point of no return”
|||(| was ]"lp "{(I lo llk( a ]l |(I |'(||( “l
co-ordinating an effort against Syria.

It would consist of a “coalition of the
willing-type operation™ with an enclave
and a no-fly zone, most probably in the
north west around the city of Idlib.

Yesterday Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bah-
rain, Qatar, Oman and the United Arab
Emirates, which form the Gulf Co-opera-
tion Council, denounced Mr Assad. with-
drawing their ambassadors from Damas-
cus @ III(T( \I)l "Ill‘ \\Il 1 \ & ll\li\\
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ORIGINAL VALUES

A U.N. for

the good guys

Democracies need an organization where virtue is welcome

By Jonah Goldberg

he governments in Russia

and China very much

want to uphold the prin-

ciple that every now and
then, the state must crush people
who want freedom. That is why
they worked together to veto a
fairly toothless U.N. resolution
condemning the
regime in Syria
and calling for
President Bashar
Assad, the lipless
murderer who
runs the place, to
step down.

‘The free world,
still nominally led
by the United
States, erupted in
outrage. Secretary
of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton
denounced the
UN. Security
Council veto as a
“travesty.” U.S.
Ambassador to the United Na-
tions Susan Rice said the U.S.
was “disgusted” by it. French
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe
said the Russian-Chinese veto
was a “moral stain.” A spokes-
man for British Prime Minister
David Cameron proclaimed that
“Russia and China are protecting
aregime which is killing thou-
sands of people. We find their
position both incomprehensible
and inexcusable.”

Although I agree that the veto
was disgusting and a travesty, I'm
at a loss as to why so many people
are shocked — or at least are pre-
tending to be shocked.

Isn't this what the United Na-
tions is about?

I've never quite understood
the idealistic enthusiasm people
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have for the United Nations.
First of all, it’s a club pretty much
anyone can join so long as you
have a government, internation-
ally accepted borders and some-
one willing to vouch for your ex-
istence. As far as organizations
2o, that’s a pretty low bar — like
a club exclusively for humans
with a pulse.

The whole thing stinks from
the top down. The Security
Council isn’t a democratic entity;
it’s based on brute force. Russia
and China became permanent
members when they were totali-
tarian dictatorships. They have
seats because they are powerful,
not because they are decent, wise
or democratic.

T think part of the confusion
stems from a category error. We
tend to anthropomorphize coun-
tries by talking about them as if
they were people. UN. members
vote for stuff, so people think the
United Nations is somehow dem-
ocratic in more than a procedural
way. But that’s not true. There is
nothing in the UN. Charter — at
least nothing that has any binding
power — that says a government

thS to hL‘ dcm()crutic Or even care
for the weltare of its people.
When the ambassador from
North Korea claims to speak for
his people at the United Nations,
it has no more moral legitimacy
than a serial killer speaking for
the victims he has locked in his
basement.

But those who fantasize about

ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN CAMEJIO

creating a “parliament of man”
overlook all of that, in no small
part because they see the United
Nations as a useful counterweight
to the United States.

Less-idealistic supporters of
the United Nations insist the
place is important — nay, vital —
because America must engage
the world, and the United Nations
is the place where deals get done.
‘That’s true, but it’s not a moral
case for the United Nations; it's an
instrumental one.

None of this is an argument
for getting rid of the United Na-
tions, though I would certainly be
happy to see it go. But it does
point to the stupidity of expecting
nobility and idealism from it.
Sure, the United Nations does
good things from time to time, but

that is because good nations want
to see good things done.

What would be so terrible
about giving those good nations
someplace else to meet? By good,
I mean democratic. A league, or
concert, of democracies wouldn’t
replace the United Nations, but it
would offer some much-needed
competition.

‘We have had
to go around the
United Nations
before, and usu-
ally we go to
NATO. That
was what Presi-
dent Clinton did
in the Balkans
and what Presi-
dent Obama did
in Libya. Now
Mrs. Clinton
wants an ad hoc
“friends of a
democratic
Syria” similar to
the coalition
that helped top-
ple Moammar Gadhafi and Sad-
dam Hussein.

That's all fine, but there are
problems with making these
things up as you go. NATO is a
military alliance. Many friends of
ademocratic Syria are not, them-
selves, democratic.

A permanent global clubhouse
for democracies based on shared
principles would make aiding
growing movements easier and
offer a nice incentive for nations
to earn membership in a club
with loftier standards than mere
existence.

large of National Review Online
and a visiting fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute.



2012, #47, p. 29 / Wednesday, February 8, 2012, #47, p. 46

évrier

fi

Mercredi 8

Chicago Tribune (USA)

woraunqra@)puuopad

doys 01303 sey Sumajpoojq
N L.. Pres aeprpued _:Ccyﬂ?ﬁn—
200z 21p  uonsoddo s Sume
Furpnpow ‘suondo ¢ Sunapisuod
HRIS PINOYs A, ZLIY-Y ‘ure)
-0l UYyor 'uag sem Aepsany, uo
pessy wsumde yovordde ayEno
v 10§ SuipEn saatoa aiy Suowry
WONL[OST
anewofdip spuidg uaproaq 0 Sur
-j{aas pue uomsoddo uerisg snon
-ORI} A 0] SANIIA0 m__m._vu_s..._
'SUOOUES JIWOU02 FUaEno)
,f.rj— ISURIUT [Ppauou RIA PESSY
Buizaenbs jo yoroadde jusamo
vﬂ—u._D :D_nZ_u.r.ﬂ.mb ue ﬁbfn.:..—uﬂv U..w—wl
saeys quiy pue ueadodny “§n
PrSSy
uo pating sey ey asnoytamod
[euordar Surdiawrs ue Aaany, pue
plHom quay aiy ‘adoany ur saije
su pue unFunysesy Aq ysnos
SU 13810 ST afMm ‘Snoseure(y
UL UAWILIAANT 312 SULIE pue $3Peq
vissty :adod) Jepp ploD B paalaal
spy Apeare eridg 103 WSy ayL
BWFal J[Noas pa[eisul

[Punod
31} Ul suoneu 313 Suowe age sae
=1 eIy Pl S1p pue eiqery
Ipneg MmNy ureIgeqg ps
[Puno) uoneladoo) jinn A
wop Juawaess e JSapdoad ueudg
211 JO payspoojq A2 auaaaad
pue sISLID S} 2A]0s,, 03 sydwane
qery pawalal aaey siapni s,eussg
‘shoaua upLisg Suradxa pue sno
~SRUIR(T WO SIOPLSSRQIUE IR
Fui[peaas are La1) paounouue
SILNUNOD qRIy N5 ‘OS] "umop
-{ORID JUSIUIAAOS JUB[01A A1) JO
1sayaud wn Aepsany, uo eLILS woay
JOPESSEQIUR S11 PA[[E2A1 30UEL ]

POJ[EI9a sI0pEsSequIy

12108 eisumse Sursudn ue pajjox
-jueq sale qely pue 1say eyl
UAY A ‘URSIURYFTY 10] S[118q SO6T
211 3o uoistaa pmepdn ue fjqissed
‘sjaqar ueiidg 10} swe Sunpueury

fduow sAILIs JND uelsiag
sdeqaad uem Axoad uuey-3uo) e jo
Anpqissod ay sasaro) spadyy
AIRIDOWSP UBTUOSIAPAL © 1AM
sppo e Apoanp aq ysnu 321008

AOIAET 198BS J3]SIUIN UBIBI04 URISSNY SLUOD[@M O SNaseLl
- u| Aepsan) Jayles pessy Jey
OLOHd AINIOV SMIN SVHY NVINAS

SBf) JUap|SAd uBlAS Jo ssatioddng

URLILG Ay B JO M3LA asoym
SESUI0  pue SR DIWE[S]
ULV SAOURIJ[E SAJOAUT PJNOD OS]E 1]
ABS SISA[PUE ‘SAUOMIAAO UPLIEIIDS
Aseu v “Apoojq pue pajoen
-oxd aq 03 A ST pESSY 1SN0
03 28NS pauue ue ‘yons sy
‘uourqa pue besr stoqydau
uroy woddns sey ospe 3 Ape
'S} ASO[D BRIy pnes Jaonpoad
[10 [RALL LLA SDURUTIUOP [PUOLEAL
10§ ameq Jmsmaq v ur papoey st
1 Apya saniiqeded swie seajonu
Junas jo papadsns uoneu v
‘wedy Jo Aj[e Ay v s11] 'paie[ost 10U
ST PLIAG ‘A[peoniio sow sdetiag
YepeqzeH dnoxd jueipiu st
-tuesy jo uoned e st pue uotega]
Ul aouanpul eald SpEm ‘[Prisy
saapioq euidg seaeaydn Sundg
qeIy 28130 Jo e ey aandng
-sTp atowr Ajpenuaod uorpagat si
Jo swonno a) stapuas asumtod
-wut eonijodoad remsurs s,PLIAS
LS Apogiians
yons 01 Surod ST UOISSNISIP STYL,,
AoNod 1seq IeaN 1o S1mnsu]
umAuIyseAn a3 e 1sdeue euAg
AMTUO] B US[QRL MAIpUY ples
Juonisoddo pauue s a0y aod
-dns noge op o1 JeyM ap0ap M
Fuidn,, undaq aaey sarpe anfea
qely Jey pue stanod wiasspy
‘suondo  pau e paoeyg
‘apise dajs ay Suipuwu
-ap [esodoad [ouno) Aunosg
‘N ¥ JO 019A puayaam Ja1 Jof
BUIYD pue vissny juey o3 A[qis
L1830 ‘Sanio 3$adig oma §, Anunoo
AL Ul no ajolq ey suonensiuo
-wap Juawutaaad-oxd ay) w pas

-ADI PESSY SNOSEWE(] 01 IAISTUTU
udiatoy 2anaoddns serssiy Sul
“wodam ‘Aepsang, punoid sy Sur
-puEls svm peESSY ....—mﬂ_.auﬁ_rvw&
"3SU 0] SANUNUOD 1UNOD
Apoq urusg a3 se Joage pajnul
2ApYy 01 LAY ST u Anea sey
woge sup yHnope 1oy Apvand
adpajmomye  sjewordip g
‘SUOTOURS ONUoOu0sd
paunydn Y pessy  amssaad
pue sdnoad vonisoddo pim san
Iaduoms pping 01  dnoad 1omuod,
v 2zmeEIo 0] aq POA SND0§
JWALMD S)1 PieS UOISUIYSE) '0S
op 0] s1apea| —ﬂSO?ﬁU.—M—-DU SIS
woly s[Ero adsap “seal e mou
105 ‘uonsoddo ueudg s JFume
Hoddns jou pnom it pres uonenst
~UTWPE PIIRQQ AP ALPsan, uQ
0P SN[ J[ND) UNISIa
SN g AR Japo A Fun{oo] I1o
‘S[eqaa a1y UL SEUORRIPISUOD
Iapun AFuiseanw uondo aug
iy
sueSe Suisudn puow-T Ayl Ino
Juignus uo sl I8pea] uRgap
v adposip 01 moy jo wajqoad
Turxea a3 saoe] MoU UOFuUn|seA
‘paraquunu axe sAep S1Y 18] pessy
Juyseq juapisalg UBLISG patLiem
JWAH  —  NOLONIHSYM

stadedsman sungr |,

YILHONDY 1NV ANV
TTANNOUDW [ MOTHLVd Ad
...rw:_a.uﬁ_ auin .—:.— ,A_.UL.U._
..._..n_.__:_._ﬁ .wC .—CL/_.,G C_ Jou
F_Cmuﬁ._u./,_:m—._.—*ﬁu (et _.."r—nv

Teoxdn jo aoej ur
ULIJ Spue)s pessy

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



2012, #47, p. 30 / Wednesday, February 8, 2012, #47, p. 46

J4

CVIiICr

fi

Mercredi 8

San Francisco Chronicle (USA)

atEal

ayl Junysiy aIe oym s10pajap

Aunre nq ‘samsaoad nyaoead

A[UO JOLT GSTULD O] Sadi)

SI| SIUSEIUN PUSSY SE UIAI

snoseure o) aarpddns sucme

_:_-.:_ © SUIElial \oasoly pue

‘SALU 1IN0 3IUIS A[[E UEIS
sy A9y B U2a0q SEl] BLIAG

STLSEIIEC] UL

1sea[ Je ‘wayy st dud s pessy
JEL] MOUS 0) pauSisop pagead
e stapoddns awdan jo
SPUESTION] WG] PaAiadad Sjeur
-0dip Aty SurodfaM Snodner
.o—: ﬂ.:.:u —_ —._.-,w,f. :_ ::m:-—-:l
Alf) JO JUSLLISSISSE PUB|Saif

B 105 0] pajnes ModSoy Jet)

UEIS © OS[E SEAL JISIA Sl
arjua ey paalas vomsaddo
NP JO sIdqUI Juaumoad
Luei yanoy) uaas damod
ul pessy daay ppnow jei)
uepd e 3500 0 A1) 03 ‘Janpd
ALmdas UF1al0) Sy Ag paia
-pchwosoe ‘Aepsan |, uo snasew
“B(] OJUT MI[J AOIART 129105

sasmod ut sapea) ueiAg a1 dasy 0) Suiysas s uoneisEp ueissny v CAcJAe| 158G Jastur
WHR0,] Uets ST SUELLIED 3¢ 0) PAARI]H] D 1 13al) pussy Jeisey Juapisatd Jo staproddng

991 PAITIICSSY / WA j0) Lo

~-~

ABdrme s
e S RN

S T LN

IS UEaa0] ueissny
LLERT KRN
0} 10 mot) Ajaads jou pip
g ajdoad teLIAS a0y pie
ueLigyemy apraoad jEnu
11 P2)SaTins HonRISIIpe
ey a0 Aepsan |, vy
HOpusse
-UIE S}T Pa[Jedas umejlag pue
PLIAG UL ASSEqQUIa S| pasofs
SAE)S PaNy) S1) Jaye Aep
ALY SIAOLE T[], "paoejdal o
o 1—:.-.5 ..:_ —,_-ut ,——_::_: ﬂ::
ADUNOD Yl J3] ACAUD ISOUM
AL ) “elery pneg
supnjam ssuoned jm xis
PIp SE ‘snasewmn( woay siopes
-segure gt papnd wndeg
pue uredg Seyp souesy
sioAUa nay) awoy Suljjes
LHUnos gape Aunos (s
‘STt A[ILUE] pESSY JO sapedap
AN0J UBL) SI0W Ul UONejos!
[EUHONEUIaU] adanas JsoL

SUISLI

Al[] 0} PI| SEL 20U OIA S ],
TEM JIALD
pIEMO} AQunod a1 u:—.__...:n..:_
suoisiap daeys ayy SuLioos
-1apun — SWoH jo Al uon
asoddo sy papunod sanaog
ﬁ.—:}.’.t(. .r:.:v: L—: O] b—_——rn
‘snasewe(] jo eder ueldg
) UF SURISSTY M) pataatd
staptoddns Juawrsaonsd

Auesm-deyg jo spuesnoy],
Jamod
LOJ] LY SUAomal nogm
Fursudn ayy pua o) Juaw
-a|nas ¢ Fupowmoxl ‘pessy
Jeysed juspisal ] UeLAG Y
Funasiu Axiaisia ue SuLmp
Aepsan], suLiojas Joj paysnd
S|eLO UeIssny| Joluss
‘suonun panun ayl e uepd
.-,Z.-..A_ —_.‘uv—._—v: .m— [ H NL.:_ v_.!.—_,—

Jaye sied — LNyl

SSUHA VALY LVOSSY

N 0) pud

}[93S suRISSNY Sk
PrE SIIPISUO0D ‘SN

YIIAS

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 8 février 2012, #47, p. 31 / Wednesday, February 8, 2012, #47, p. 46

The Wall Street Journal (USA)

In Syria, Russia Extracts No Vows

Moscow Says It “Has Been Heard, but Measures Are Unlikely to Satisfy Opposition; Homs Under Renewed Fire

By Grecory L. WHITE
AND CHARLES LEVINSON

Russia, facing broadening inter-
national scorn over its handling of
the Syrian crisis, held talks with
President Bashar al-Assad in Damas-
cus on Tuesday that showed no im-
mediate sign of slowing the coun-
try’s bloody conflict.

Even as Russia’s foreign minister
met with the embattled president,
Syrian forces pounded Homs, the
heart of the uprising, for the fourth
straight day. At least 15 civilians and
four Syrian soldiers died there on
Tuesday, activists said.

The international community ap-
peared to place little hope in Russia’s
diplomatic outreach to Damascus. In-
stead, a new round of criticism was
aimed at Russia for its decision on
Saturday to veto a United Nations
Security Council resolution that
would have pressed Mr. Assad to
leave power. The resolution, which
was also rejected by China, had US.,
European and broad Arab backing.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, an erstwhile Assad
ally, called the veto a fiasco. “It is
impossible to accept that the cruel
have been given license to kill,” the
prime minister said, addressing the
Syrian president in Arabic: “You reap
what you sow.”

Mr. Erdogan added that Turkey i

preparing a new diplomatic initiative

with Arab League countries.

Several Gulf countries pulled
their diplomats from Syria, one day
after the United States said it had
closed its embassy in Damascus. It-
aly’s foreign ministry said Tuesday it
had recalled its ambassador to Syria
for “consultation,” a day after it
voiced its “disdain for the unaccept-
able level of violence by the Damas-
cus regime against the civil popula-
tion."” The French Foreign Ministry
said it had recalled its ambassador
because of the “intensification of the
repression conducted by the Damas-
cus regime.”

After meeting with President As-
sad, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said his message of the need
to step up efforts to end the violence
in Syria “has been heard,” Russian
news agencies reported.

Mr. Lavrov said President Assad
had said he would, in the next few
days, announce a date for a referen-
dum on a new constitution aimed at
broadening political participation.
He also said the Syria government
backs extending an Arab League
monitoring mission in the country
and expanding its numbers.

“There's reason to suppose that
the message we brought here to
move more actively in all directions
has been heard,” Mr. Lavrov said.

The reforms pledged by the Syr-
ian leader are almost certain to fall
short of opposition demands that he
leave power. There was no public in-
dication Mr. Lavrov had conveyed an
ultimatum in his closed-door talks
with the Syrian leader.

In public comments at the start
of the session, Mr. Assad hinted that
he recognized the diplomatic pres-
sure Moscow had been enduring for
its support of its longtime ally. “Rus-
sia and Syria have long had friendly
relations,” Mr. Assad said, according
to a Russian state radio report. “But
Syria never wanted to be a burden
for its friends.”

Despite the public show of sup-
port from Russia, there were hints
that Moscow's patience with Presi-

Europaan Pressphoto Agency

Agenco France-Fre:

Nearly One Year of Unrest

4 March 16, 2011 Security forces
break up gathering of 150 protesters
in Damascus holding pictures of
imprisoned relatives,

# April 19 Government passes bill
lifting 48 years of emergency rule.

@ April 22 Security forces, gunmen
loyal to President Bashar al-Assad
kill 100 protesters, rights group says.

# May 23 EU imposes sanctions on
Assad and nine other officials.

# July 31 Syrian tanks storm Hama,
residents say, killing at least 80.

dent Assad could be wearing thin. In
Moscow, Konstantin Kosachev, a se-
nior legislator from the Kremlin's
United Russia party, said the Assad
regime “hardly has any kind of seri-
ous future.”

European Union foreign ministers
will examine steps to further in-
crease pressure on Mr. Assad when
they meet on Feb. 27, said EU foreign
affairs chief Catherine Ashton.

The Syrian regime’s assault on
Homs targeted two opposition-con-
trolled neighborhoods, Khalediya
and Bab al-Amer, with artillery, tank
shells and mortars, according to ac-
tivists and residents.

Local rebel fighters successfully
repulsed an attempt by regime
forces to enter the districts, killing
four Syrian army soldiers in the pro-
cess, activists and residents said.
Eight civilians and four other Syrian
soldiers were killed in fighting else-

@ Sept. 2 EU imposes ban on
purchases of Syrian oil.

# Nov. 27 Arab states vote to
impose economic sanctions.

4 Jan. 22, 2012 Arab League urges
Assad to hand power to a deputy, a
call Syria rejects a day later.

4 Jan. 28 Amid violence, Arab
League suspends monitoring mission.

# Feb. 4 Russia, China veto UN. bid
to press Assad to yield power.

Source: Reuters

where in the country on Tuesday, ac-
cording to activists.

Moscow has faced a torrent of
criticism from the U.S., Europe and
Arab countries after its Saturday
veto of the Security Council resolu-
tion, which would have pressed Mr.
Assad to step aside to launch a pro-
cess of democratic transition.

China, the only other country to
join the veto, said Tuesday it is con-
sidering sending emissaries to Da-
mascus. Foreign Ministry spokesman
Liu Weimin said during a daily press
briefing on Tuesday that Beijing
might dispatch representatives to
help push for a peace deal in the
near future, though he didn't say
when the mission would go or with
whom it would meet.

Russian and Syrian reports
showed Mr. Lavrov and spy chief
Mikhail Fradkov receiving a warm
welcome from demonstrators on the

Syrian pro-government demonstrators greet the Moscow mission’s motorcade
with Russian and Syrian flags. Russia’s Lavrov, at left during Tuesday’s meeting
with Syria’s Assad in Damascus, said Russia’s message "has been heard.”

streets of Damascus waving Russian
flags and chanting “Thank you" in
Russian. Syria is Russia’s last major
remaining ally in the region, a major
arms buyer and home to a Russian
naval facility.

“The president of Syria gave as-
surance that he’s completely com-
mitted to the task to stopping the vi-
olence, wherever it comes from,” Mr.
Lavrov said after Tuesday’s talks. He
noted that Mr. Assad had reiterated
his willingness to hold dialogue with
his opponents and asked Russia to
help bring those who so far have re-
fused to negotiate to the table.

Mr. Lavrov said Russia would
continue working with opposition
groups, but called on other countries
“who have greater influence on
them” to join the effort to stimulate
dialogue.

Russian officials have accused the
U.S. and other Western powers of
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seeking to remove the Assad govern-
ment and not doing enough to en-
courage dialogue. Western leaders
say the Assad government, after 11
months of brutal fighting against do-
mestic opponents, has lost its legiti-
macy to lead the country.

In the US., Sen. John McCain
said Tuesday morning the U.S.
should consider the option of arming
opposition to Mr. Assad. Later Tues-
day, officials said that while the U.S.
has taken no options off the table, it
isn't considering that step.

“As the president himself made
absolutely clear and as the secretary
has continued to say, we don’t think
more arms into Syria is the answer,”
said State Department spokeswoman
Victoria Nuland.

—Joe Parkinson, Brian Spegele,
Liam Maloney

and David Gauthier-Villars
contributed to this article.
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)

SUPPORTERS OF Syrian President Bashar Assad gather on a Damascus street to welcome
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov yesterday. (Sana/Reuters)

Russia claims Assad
promised ‘end to violence

France, Gulf states pull envoys ® 19 Killed as Moscow’s
top diplomat visits Damascus ® Leaked e-mails purport
to show regime’s tactics for manipulating Western media

* By OREN KESSLER and Reuters

Russia won a promise from Syrian President
Bashar Assad on Tuesday to bring an end to
bloodshed in his country, but Western and Arab
states acted to isolate Assad further after
activists and rebels said his forces killed over
100 in the city of Homs.

Visiting Damascus, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov hinted that the issue of Assad giv-
ing up power — a central element of the Arab
proposal that Russia vetoed this week at the UN
Security Council — had been raised. Assad said he
would cooperate with any plan that stabilized
Syria, but made clear that it would only include
an earlier Arab League proposal that called for
dialogue, release of prisoners and withdrawing
the army from protest centers.

France withdrew its ambassador on Tuesday,
vowing not to give up on peace efforts and say-
ing Assad’s days at the helm are numbered.

Opposition activists said government forces

renewed shelling of Homs just before Lavrov's
arrival, killing 19 people in an onslaught they say
has claimed more than 300 lives in the past five
days. There were also reports from residents of
shelling and fighting between government and
rebel forces in Hama, another urban stronghold
of anti-Assad sentiment.

Also on Tuesday, hundreds of e-mails from
Assad’s office were leaked by the hacker group
Anonymous. The e-mails were reportedly sent
from Sheherazad Jaafari, a press attaché at Syria’s
UN mission, to Assad’s media adviser Bouthaina
Shaaban in advance of his December interview
with Barbara Walters of ABC News.

In the e-mails, obtained by Haaretz, Jaafari
reportedly wrote, “It is hugely important and
worth mentioning that ‘mistakes’ have been
done in the beginning of the crises because we
did not have a well-organized ‘police force.’
American psyche can be easily manipulated

See RUSSIA, Page 10
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)
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Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

GCC expels Syrian envoys

GULF STATES JOIN WEST IN RECALLING AMBASSADORS; AL ASSAD HEARD OUR MESSAGE — RUSSIA

Political manoeuvres

N
o)

r? ,“r':'s{'* ;
4 15

AP

Supporters of the Syrian regime wave Syrian and Russian flags as they cheer a convoy carrying Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Damascus
yesterday. Thousands welcomed Lavrov as he arrived for talks with President Bashar Al Assad on the country’s escalating violence.

By Duraip AL Baik
UAE Editor

Dubai The six-member
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) vyesterday an-
nounced the recall of its
ambassadors from Damas-
cus and decided to expel
Syrian envoys in response
to escalating violence in
the troubled country.

Damascus has rejected
Arab attempts to “solve
this crisis and prevent the
bloodshed of the Syrian
people,” a GCC statement
said. “The council consid-
ers that it is necessary for
the Arab states ... to take
every decisive measure
faced with this dangerous
escalation against the Syr-
ian people. Nearly a year
into the crisis, there is no
glint of hope of a solution.”

The GCC foreign min-
isters will meet in Riyadh
on Saturday to discuss the
situation in Syria.

The GCC action, Dr
Samir Taqi, head of the Du-
bai-based Orient Research
Centre, said is a great set-
back in relations between
the Bashar Al Assad regime
and what used to be strong
allies of the country.

He said the burden of this
move lies on the regime and
will strip it of regional legit-

o4
’

Harsh reality

Two damaged armoured vehicles seen ofter clashes between Bashar Al Assad's forces
and the Free Syrian Army in Cairo Square in the restive Syrian city of Homs.

imacy. "It comes after the
regime slammed the doors
on the Arab League initia-
tive to resolve the bloody
conflict,” Dr Taqi said.

“I don’t think that the
move will entail the GCC
recognition of the Syrian
National Council, but it
will help the revolution.”

Europe, meanwhile,
stepped up pressure on
Syria with several nations
recalling their ambassadors

and the EU considering
new sanctions to cut the
regime's access to funds.
France, Italy, Spain and
the Netherlands decided
to bring back their envoys
for consultations, joining
Britain and Belgium to pro-
test the regime’s relentless
crackdown. The US has
also closed its embassy.
The developments came
as Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov said after

talks with Al Assad in Da-
mascus that the Syrian lead-
er was “fully committed” to
ending the bloodshed.

“We [Russia] confirmed
our readiness to act for a
rapid solution to the crisis
based on the plan put for-
ward by the Arab League,”
he said.

The Russian minister, who
received an enthusiastic pub-
lic reception as he arrived in
Syria, said he believed that

the Al Assad regime had
heard Moscow's message,
but did not elaborate.

Dr Taqi, however, said
the unprecedented recep-
tion was an attempt by Al
Assad's regime to pre-empt
any Russian move pro-
posing that Al Assad step
down. “Al Assad wants his
guest to feel that he is still
popular among his people
and that the maximum he
could offer is a dialogue
with the opposition.”

Lavrov stressed that Al As-
sad wanted the Arab League
observer mission, which
was suspended last month
amid a spike in violence, to
continue its work and even
expand, describing it as a
“stabilising factor™.
Turkey’s new initiative

He said Syria will also
announce the schedule for
holding a referendum on
constitutional reforms.

He also said Al Assad was
ready for dialogue with all
parties.

“It’s clear that efforts to
stop violence should be ac-

companied by the start of

dialogue between all the
political forces”, he said.
Meanwhile, Turkey is
preparing a new initiative
with countries opposing
the Syrian government and

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

ASSISTANCE
o .
UAE aid
for the
displaced
Abu Dhabi (WAM) The
UAE has decided to
rush emergency hu-
manitarian aid to dis-

placed Syrians who
have taken refuge in

neighbouring coun-
tries.
The humanitar-

ian gesture comes in
line with the UAE's
keenness to pro
all forms of humani-
tarian and charitable
support for brotherly
and friendly people
affected by crises and
disasters in different
parts of the world.

As a result of the on-
going violence, hun-
dreds of Syrians have
fled their homeland and
sought shelter in neigh-
bouring countries.

e

its bloody crackdown on
protesters, Prime Minister
Tayyip Erdogan said yester-
day, calling a veto by China
and Russia of a UN resolu-
tion on Syria as a “fiasco™.

“We are going to start a
new initiative with those
countries that stand by the
people, not the Syrian gov-
nt. We are preparing

is,” Erdogan told a meet-
ing of the ruling AK Party in
Ankara.

— With inputs
from agencies

See also Pages9,12& 13




2012, #47, p. 36 / Wednesday, February 8, 2012, #47, p. 46

évrier

fi

Mercredi 8

Gulf News (EAU / UAE)

QUAPLOAdSILI0D MOISOPA Joutiof
D pup ueIpIency ayl 40§ Jarrim
Aap0a) uS1210f D §1 1800 pran(]

PITOIPAN X SMAN UDIPADTT —

"SIAL] O YDA UT UOTE]

-0S1 911 ST Awaud A[peap sunng
APuatogp vLids ur
[IOULING 23 SU1ASS Wi JO 20ueyd
a1 st azay Quauntedaq aerg
SN AT Aq pades waaq e ser St
-oey st arp 1saoad onsawop Lieurp
~1ORIIND D11 1BL) 9ADI[A( O] sanuL)

-UOD unng I 232 001 Mou st i
‘Je] 001 seM L alojaq
SuLIojal [Ra1jod 21nnsuL 0) pessy
IV 108 01 pajie] pue paLn uesop
-1 didde], doooy Jo)stutpy o |
12je sypuow ‘sdaisiood sAoang,

ur Furmofjoy Apdwis stoerssny
AJMjeal jo asuas
fue syop[ siy L pavopueqe Speal
-[e sey 3t Ao1jod e — eudg Ut s1o
-AIDSO qEIY JO UOISSIW 211 pual
X 0) andea] quly o apensitad
01 wdwane i vissny] ‘Sutop os
Uy | SUODEULIOISUERI] dNRIdoWap,
watwapdun oy pessy |y apensiad
PUE BLIAS UT UONIENITS A} aST[IqeIs,
0} ARPINSIA SNISLIR(T UL 2TIMN AO
S[peL] [y 21D 931ALS 20Ud3

-[[[23ul USId10) JY3 pue AOLIART
SRISIUNT UT AJLIoine jeuon)
-ISUEL pajdaja o) e el saop
1EYM ‘aIe £a1]] sa4da s unng ut pue
QSIUIDIXS 2INIEU J121] A 24 $)S1

-WIefsy 1 2Ouogine aewnida) e se
pasiufosar {[paje[aq LIssigy wWota
‘eAQl] Suruung {puaLnd senju
ayr ale Apoexa oym ‘sdnoid ist
-WaNXa poule, pafjed aq 01 e
SIDIPJOS UeLLlg AUnoajop ;1 puy
O8I UQpINg JEY) Sowns
SSE PUER ‘SIOpNoLs s eueqO) yoeey
juapisaid S 3o payspooiq ayl
(ounes o) Surrey 103 Ariqisuods
-31 [RUONRTLIMNUT AT ST T tandea]
eIy 2L} WOoaj 2[qe: 211 Jo opIs 9IS
-oddo a1 uo vISSNY S198 0394 N,
ABLNS A[QLLIDY JOJ Sy i ing
ANeW 03 BUIOS IdAdU SeM 1Sap\
a1 ey wonuaataut ue sdois g
“SIOE] POOS SI pessy [y o Aorjod
SIY Nuiyl Apwr ‘BLIAS Ul suoiiq
POISOAUL 2ABY PUE AIL)IIUL oY) U
OLAL 2100]1S DY AQ payoeq ‘Ul

patspooq Sunpoune)s

PESSY [V JO ULIo] o1
ur onb smiels operdone A1y Sul
-puajap J[asit spui) eissmyy Aepo)
‘[PEIS] 01 SIUIWIAOL  ADULISISIT,
A payoeq o1y Uel] pue eLIAS
1AL SYUI] 20Uajop pue demo|
-dip pourejutew pey eissny pue
aovad apremr perp )t wogay [ara
sipmdoine qely £q papunorins
[aeis] Jo onb smeis ayy payiod
-dns s1omod ulasom sealayan
A1 [N SA[GE) [BUOTIRUIANI
A1 PALING MO SARL] ISP J[PPLUA
A1 UL SUOLIALINSUT "PIES AOIALT]

LOJUEISISOT INOIIM SisTaIxa
pauLie 0} saNIeI0] pajiquyul 19p
-UDLINS 0 22430 [[1a ‘pajeat) Mol
Ianew ou ‘10adsal-jas yum uap
-1sard ou se ‘aaneaoacid Appin|
-0sqe st ‘sdnotd Jstwanxe paune
Jo ued oy uo 2ouajoIA JO UOLIEU
I SNOAUE) NS & 0) payur|
dutaq o ‘oseayd sy,

SALIomIne ojetnsa|

2 SE POsItugoal

A[paje[aq eIssmy woym
‘eAQr Sutuuna seniiu oY)
a1k oy ‘sdnoid 1sTuronxo
pauLIe, pajed aq 03 aIe
SIDIP[OSs UeLIAG BUT122Jap JT

SONID PUE SILAMO] WO $2010]
SPESSY [V Avysey Juapisalg jo
[EMEIPUIIAL DY) PapUeLIAp 31 pue
tsdnosd poune JuawInIdAOG-TIUE
o spueiop (anous jas jou pip
puE ‘[EIDIR[IUN SEM JJRIP AU ‘WMOp
11 210} 01 8310772 a1tdsap | otreuans
uefqry, edoy uoneredard seam eLisg
U0 UAMOPYIRID B 10J DALIP AU $U0S
-221 321 AET AOJIART 193135 12)SI
U USIA10] “OALIPISAO OJUT JUIM
aunoew suoneal srqnd s eissny
‘0134 21 PIRIA 01 N 211 O AoauD

S RISSIY palapto ‘unng noyitm
eIssny|, oI SueSo[s Inoys 03 snis
-[27) saaxdap g[- Jo saimeradwa
Ul N0 PIILIN] UAWAIUENOD SH] Jo
SPUESNOL) JO sUd) Aep a1 Uo ‘ofm
waptsald yxou pue 1ajsturu swinid
seIssmy ‘uung nuwpey 4q pad
-n200 Aepo) st uonisod e gong
‘pres Ao * ouoje
Joystunur aunexd o) £q uaanp,, sem
JIJASEAD ¥ I0J S[Ted SUNSIsar jo
Lorjod spuawiiaaos oy, toouag
-ap s Jepg 01 deap o1 yoinb speioy
=10 201 USB12104 SUlALdS aIam
ION °,20UI2Y0dUl pue [epueds,,
ojul papuadsap pey diysiaruaad
SElg 1ey] aj01m Modsoy 01 Jop
~PSSPQUIE USTILIE] JOULIOL B “9]1em
-YIRAE] DLIPOY IS ‘¢ 1snEny uQ
YeleqzeH
AQ prel 109p10q-s5012 € 0] asuodsar
UL HOURQY ] UIDLINOS JO JUapIeg
-:_.:_ w,,_.:..._v,— 0) ﬁ:.v ue .—5.« v._—_?u
Aursstwsip sfep ¢ Sunnorog a1 Jo
wued asaq o quads Jtepg Auog, 10
-stun awtad ) Jaunog pue ysng
A 0dIoan Juapisoad g Jouiog
ONOZ CT AN 0) Yo spuru Jai)
sed proys Lo ‘pensnun st apdoad
ST JO UOISSAIdDI JUIOIA S PITAG
Auruwapuod vonnjosal N o
JUr01dA 101 eUIYD) pue BISSnYy
uo padeay unnigorddo jeuon
-ELLIDIUL o) syuIy) auofue |

LSHVAH QIAY(] Ag

1SE A[PPIAL UT $2[qe1 211 pauIn) sey] ‘puetiap andea] qery o) uonisoddo ur ‘0104 N ST JO asn S eIssny

uoIENIS BLIAG PRIISIW Sey Ul

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Mercredi 8 février 2012, #47, p. 37 / Wednesday, February 8, 2012, #47, p. 46

The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

GCCrecalls, expels
vria ambassadors

Assad presents reform plan to Russia e Bombing of Homs continues

AMMAN/RIYADH — Russia said
Syrian President Bashar Al Assad
presented reform plans on Tues-
day to help end the bloodshed in
Syria, but Western and Gulf Arab
states acted toisolate Assad further
as his forces resumed bombarding
the protest hotbed of Homs.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov held talks with Assad in
Damascus on a solution to the cri-
sis palatable to Moscow, a long-
time ally of Assad, after it vetoed a
UN Security Council resolution
that backed an Arab League call
for his ouster.

But the Russian mediation
failed to slow a rush by countries
that denounced the Russian-Chi-
nese veto three days ago to corner
Syria diplomatically and cripple
Assad with sanctions in hopes of
removing him and encouraging
reforms to avert chaos in a region
straddling major fault lines of
Middle East conflict.

The Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states joined mounting in-
ternational pressure on the Syria
regime, deciding to expel its en-
voys and withdraw their own over
the ‘mass slaughter’ of civilians.

“State members have decided
to withdraw their ambassadors
from Syria and ask at the same
time for all the ambassadors of the
Syrian regime to leave immedi-
ately,” the six GCC states said in a
statement in Riyadh.

The GCC said there was “no
point in them staying after the Syr-
ian regime rejected all attempts
and aborted all honest Arab efforts

A Syrian girl, who has a Syrian revolution flag painted on her hands, protests on Tuesday in front of
the Russian embassy in Doha against the vetoing of the UN resolution by Russia and China. — Reuters

to solve this crisis and end the
bloodshed.”

The bloc condemned “mass
slaughter against the unarmed
Syrian people” during the nearly
11-month crackdown by President
Assad’s regime.

> TURN TO PAGE 22
>SEEEDIT

UAE TO SEND AID TO DISPLACED SYRIANS

ABuU pHABI — The UAE has decided to rush emergency humanitari-
an assistance to the displaced people from Syria who took refuge
in neighbouring countries. The humanitarian gesture under-
scores the UAE’s keenness to offer all forms of humanitarian and
charitable support for brotherly and friendly peoples at times of
crises and disasters. — Wam
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China and US

have ‘trust

deficit’, says senior official

BEIJING — A top Chinese offi-
cial has warned of a “trust deficit”
between Beijing and Washington
and expressed hopes that a key
visit to the United States next week
by China’s leader-in-waiting will
strengthen ties.

Vice Foreign Minister Cui
Tiankai made the remarks in a
speech published on the ministry’s
website on Tuesday, as Beijing and
Washingtonlock horns over China’s
decision to veto a UN resolution on
the bloody violence in Syria.

“There 1s indeed a trust defi-
cit between China and the United
States,” Cui said in a speech on
Monday but only published on the
foreign ministry website Tuesday.

“Each time the Sino-US rela-
tionship has problems, there are
voices that fundamentally doubt
the relationship. “Nurturing and
deepening mutual trust remains a
major issue that both sides must
give full attention to and seriously
address.”

China’s Vice President Xi Jin-
ping will travel to the United States
on Monday on a visit seen as part of
efforts by the administration of US
President Barack Obama to court
the leader-in-waiting, about whom
little 1s known in Washington.

His trip comes after US Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton criti-

cized China’s veto of a UN Secu-
rity Council resolution.

condemning Syria for its vio-
lent crackdown on protests, calling
the move a “travesty .

There are also concerns In
Washington about Beijing’s rising
military spending, while many Chi-
nese policymakers are convinced
that Washington 1s trying to contain
the Asian power.

Cui said Xi, who 1s likely to
succeed President Hu Jintao 1n a
major leadership transition that be-
gins this year, could help improve
trust between the world’s two big-
gest economies.

“We hope both sides can seize
the opportunity of this visit to
strengthen communication, en-
hance mutual trust, expand cooper-
ation, deepen friendship, and push
forward the Sino-US partnership,”
he said in a speech delivered Mon-
day in Shanghai.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Liu Weimin, however, played down
Cui’s comments on Tuesday, telling
reporters that differences between
China and the United States were
“quite normal”.

Xi will meet with President
Barack Obama on February 14
and 1s expected to deliver a speech
in Washington before heading to
Iowa. — AFP
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Gulf states to
expel Syrian

RIYADH — The six Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) states have
decided to expel Syria’s envoys and
withdraw their own from Damas-
cus over the “mass slaughter” of
civilians in Syria, a joint statement
said Tuesday.

“State members have decided
to withdraw therr ambassadors
from Syria and ask at the same time
for all the ambassadors to the Syr-
ian regime to leave immediately,” a
GCC statement said.

It said that there was “no point
in them staying after the Syrian
regime rejected all attempts and
aborted all honest Arab efforts to
solve this crisis and end the blood-
shed.”

The statement condemned
“mass slaughter against the un-
armed Syrian people” during the
nearly 1l-month crackdown by
President Bashar Al-Assad’s re-
gime.

GCC states “follow with sor-

ambassadors

row and anger, the increase n kill-
ing and violence in Syria, which
has not spared children, old people
or women with heinous acts that
at best can be described as mass
slaughter,” the statement said.

The GCC urged other Arab
states to use an Arab League meet-
ing next week to adopt “all decisive
measures in response to this dan-
gerous escalation against the Syr-
1an people.”

The Gulf states’ announcement
came after France, Italy, and Spain
said Tuesday that they were follow-
ing Britain and Belgium in bringing
back their envoys for consultations.
The United States has closed 1its
Damascus embassy entirely.

King Abdullah, Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, called on the
international community Monday
to take steps to “protect innocent
lives and end the bloodshed™ and
warned that the violence threatened
regional stability. — Agencies
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Significant headway
in Syria, says Russia

Atul Aneja

DUBAI: said it has
made it headway in
defusing the crisis in Syria
following the air dash to Da-
mascus by Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov for
talks with Syrian President
Bashar Al Assad that could
end bloodshed following an
externally supervised inter-
nal dialogue.

“We have had a very pro-
ductive visit with the leader-
ship of Syria,” said
Lavrov, according to Russ
RIA Novosti news service.
“We have confirmed our pre-
paredness to facilitate a rapid
end to the based on the
positions set out in the Arab
League initiative.

In particular, the President
of Syria gave assurance that
he is fully committed ‘to an
end Lo violence, no matter its
source’.”

Significantly, Mr. Lavrov
also said Mr. Assad was ready
to sit down with the opposi-
tion for a political dialogue.

“It is clear that efforts for
ending the violence should be
accompanied by dialogue be-
tween political force he
said. “Today we received con-
lnm tion from the President
that he is prepared Lo
cooperate in this effort.” Mr.
Lavrov was in the Syrian cap-
ital after Russia and China on
Saturday vetoed a U.N. Secu-
rity Council that sought the
exit of Mr, Assad from the
Presidency and called for the
formation of a national unity
government to steer Syria’s
transition to democracy.

Rt

Sovereignty

Russia has maintained that
if passed, the LN, resolution
would have breached Syrian
sovereignty and led to the un-
acceptable situation of “re-
gime change”.

After Tuesday’s talks with
Mr. 1, which followed fu-
rious ¢ sm by western
powers that the double velo
at the U.N, would only en-
courage further bloodshed,
the Russians seemed to sug-
gest on Tuesday that the
heavy condemnation of their
action in New York might
have been ill-conceived. Rus-
sian Television is reporting
that Moscow is now set toend
violence in Syria by facilitat-
ing talks between the govern-
ment and the opposition.

DISPLEASURE: .
Russia’s

Emperor of the gas drops
_ Umneparop rasza napgaer

»
LM

A Syrian girl protests against
s veto of the resolution on Syria in the U.N.
Security Council, in front of the Russian Emlrass)

in Qatar, Doha, on Tuesday. = PHOTO AP

Sketching the faint lines of a
mechanism for a dialogue,
Lavrov proposed that
would continue o
work with various Syrian po-
litical groups to prevent fur-
ther civilian deaths.

He stressed that Moscow

was not keen to impose itself

unilaterally, and that the role
ol the Arab League, which in-
cluded sending its observers
to all crisis zones, would be
absolutely essential to pull
h.ul\ Syria lrom the brink.

E ing the Arab
League that it is interested in
the League continuing its
work and increasing the num-
ber of observers,” Mr. Lavrov
said,

Initiative

In response to Mr. Lavrov’s
assertions, the opposition
Syrian  National  Council
(SNC) signalled that it was, at
this moment, not opposed to
the Russian initiative. Rus-
sian media is quoting George

Sabra, a senior SNC member
as saying, “Considering the
good relations between the
Russian and Syrian nations,
Russia has a good chance of
playing this part.”

Ahead of the Russian Min-
ister’s visit, British Foreign
Secretary  condemned  the
Syrian regime as “murderous
and doomed.” while, the
Americans citing  security
considerations, closed down
their embassy in Damascus.

Seemingly aware that the
Russians, by casting a veto

had thrown them a lifeline,
i

Syrian authorities earlier on
Tuesday gave Mr. Lavrov a
rousing welcome as he ar-
rived in Damascus. Thou-
sands of government
supporters, waving Svrian
and Russian flags lined the
highway along which passed
the motorcade of the visiting
delegation, which, besides
Mr. Lavrov included the Rus-
sian  foreign  intelligence
chief, Mikhail Fradkov.
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Moscow Times (Russie / Russia)

Lavrov in Syria to Strongly Back Assad

By Alexander Bratersky
THE MOSCOW TIMES

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met
with Syrian President Bashar Assad in
Damascus on Tuesday, sending a clear
message that Russia intends to stand by
its strongest ally in the Middle East amid
an international outery over the country’s
response 1o a civil revolt.

Lavrov and foreign intelligence chiefl

Mikhail Fradkov were given a royal wel-
come by thousands of pro-Assad support-
ers, who rallied in the streets waving Rus-
sian flags in thanks to Russia’s veto over
the weekend of a UN resolution calling
for tough sanctions on the Syrian regime.
Svrian state television declared that | mil-

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

lion people came out to greet Lavrov,

*Efforts to stop violence have 1o be
met with dialogue by all the political
forces,” Lavrov said after the meeting. In-
terfax reported. “Today we received con-
firmation of the readiness of the president
of Syria for this work.”

The visit by Russia’s most senior dip-
lomat came as several countries — in-
cluding the United States and Britain
pulled their ambassadors out of Damas-
cus and pressure mounted on Assad over
a bloody crackdown on an armed insur-
rection against his authoritarian rule.

“Today was a disappointing one for
all those who aspire to build a new Kind
of relationship between the United States
and Russia. Great powers have great re-

sponsibilities,” U.S. Ambassador to Rus-
sia Michael McFaul wrote on his Twitter
feed. |1 am| Hoping for new progress in
coming hours and days before it’s too late
in Syria.”
Syria’s opposition had earlier turned
down Moscow’s offer to organize negoti-
ations in Russia between them and gov-
ernment leaders.

The United Nations has reported that
the violence in Syria has left at least 5,400
civilians dead. Syrian officials say 2,000
soldiers have died while fighting what they
claim are foreign-backed rebels.

While Lavrov said Assad promised to
open up dialogue with opposition lead-
ers, violence continued to escalate in the
country as government forces resumed

the bombardment of the city of Homs, an
opposition stronghold, Reuters reported.

Analysts said the presence of Russia’s
intelligence chief on the trip indicated
that Russia will continue its military sup-
port to Syria, a major ally dating back to
Soviet times.

On Saturday, Russia and China
blocked a UN Security Council reso-
lution calling for increased pressure on
Assad. Both Moscow and Beijing said
they were worried foreign powers would
use the resolution as a basis for a mili-
tary intervention similar to that in Libya,
where rebels — largely helped by a
NATO bombing campaign — overthrew

See SYRIA, Page 2

MUZAFFAR SALMAN /AP

Supporters of Bashar Assad wave a Russian flag made of balloons in Damascus on Tuesday as Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s convoy speeds past.
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China Daily

Protesters
attack
Chinese
embassy
in Tripoli

By CUI HAIPEI
CHINA DAILY

BEIJING — Chinaexpressed
serious concern on Tuesday
after its embassy in Libya was
attacked by demonstrators,
and urged Tripoli to adopt
practical measures to guar-
antee the safety of Chinese
people and institutions in the
country.

“The Chinese Government
has made representations to
the Libyan side;” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Liu Weimin
at a regular news brief-
ing. “And the Libyan side
has expressed regret about
the incident and promises to
strengthen the embassy’s secu-

Syrian and Libyan demon-
strators in Tripoli on Monday
hurled rocks, eggs and toma-
toes at the Chinese embassy,
after Russia and China vetoed
a UN Security Council resolu-
tion backing an Arab League
plan urging Syria’s President
Bashar al- Assad to cede power,
according to Reuters.

A similar incident took
place on Sunday outside the
Russian embassy.

China and Russia blocked
a draft of a UN resolution on
Saturday urging Assad to quit.
China has already defended
its veto, saying the vote was
called before differences in the
resolution were bridged.

Demonstrators said they
wanted to take down the Chi-
nese flag and replace it with
the Syrian opposition’s flag and
the red, black and green flag of
Libya’s National Transitional
Council, which came to power
after a civil war last year that
toppled Muammar Gadhafi’s
rule.

On the situation in Syria,
Liu reiterated that China
would continue to support
the constructive and posi-
tive role played by the Arab
League. “The Chinese people
are friends of both the Syr-
ian and the Arab peoples, We
have always worked together
and coordinated on all sorts of
problems.” Liu said.
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