Le Pentagone confirme
son retrait
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Les chefs militaires US multiplient les déclarations pour justifier leur retrait de la
crise syrienne. Le chef d'état major interarmes, le général Martin Dempsey, répéte au
Congres et a la presse que la plupart des grandes puissances sont déja présentes sur
le thédtre d'opérations et qu'il est donc impossible de savoir a quels rebelles
profiterait une aide US. Cet argument qui permet de garder la téte haute apres le
double veto russe et chinois, n'en est pas moins vrai.

Quoi qu'il en soit, le département d'Etat et les politiciens israéliens s'opposent a cette
ligne.

Pour y faire obstacle a quelques jours de la conférence a Tunis des « Amis de la
Syrie », les chercheurs du Washington Institute (le think tank de I'AIPAC) établissent
une comparaison avec la guerre de Bosnie dans laquelle les USA avaient finis par
s'engager malgré eux. Ils préconisent la création d'une force mandatée par les

Nations Unies, commandée par un général musulman turc, et coordonnée par
I'OTAN.

* Interrogé par le Frankfiirter Allgemeine Zeitung, Edward C. Luck, conseiller spécial
de Ban Ki-moon pour la responsabilité de protéger, assure que les rebelles syriens
aspirent a la démocratie, méme si les événements suivent désormais une dérive
confessionnelle qu'il impute au gouvernement el-Assad. Cependant, s'éloignant
légérement de la doxa atlantiste, il ne se contente pas d'accuser le gouvernement
syrien de ne pas protéger sa population, il souligne que cette obligation incombe aussi
a I'Armée « syrienne » libre.

* Le Tagesspiegel met en cause l'indépendance de Karin Leukefeld, I'envoyée spéciale
en Syrie du quotidien marxiste Junge Welt. La journaliste, qui est une bonne
connaisseuse du Proche-Orient est aussi une ancienne assistante du Parti des Verts.
Elle publie des articles a contre-courant du reste de la presse occidentale et soutient
I'administration el-Assad. Notez que le Tagesspiegel, n'ayant pas trouvé a critiquer le
professionnalisme de Mme Leukefeld, concentre ses attaques sur sa personnalité.

 Tomas Alcoverro souligne dans La Vanguardia que le parti Baas s'est
progressivement coupé de sa base populaire au fur et a mesure de la libéralisation de
'économie. En ce sens le référendum constitutionnel qui devrait retirer au Baas son
leadership politique n'est jamais que la conséquence institutionnelle d'une réalité de
terrain. Cependant, contrairement a ce qu'écris Alcoverro qui cede 1a a l'air du temps,
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I'ouverture économique n'a pas été¢ un accaparement clanique des richesses, mais s'est
faite lentement sous le controle de la famille Assad. En effet, 'économie syrienne n'est
pas libérale, mais mixte.

* Michael Jansen de 1'lrish Times observe qu'armer les rebelles accroit la spirale de la
violence et oriente le pays vers la guerre civile. Sans se prononcer sur le fond, il
rapporte divers points de vue qui ne laissent aucun doute sur la vanité de cette
entreprise : la rébellion n'a aucune chance de triompher par elle-méme, et plus elle
sera artificiellement prolongée, plus elle laissera des traumatismes dans la société.

* Le Scotsman publie un article de son correspondant a Damas témoignant de
l'existence d'une milice du régime qui terrorise les citoyens : les Shabiha. On voudrait
en savoir plus, mais le « correspondant » du journal est anonyme.

Avant la propagande atlantiste, le mot Shabiha désignait les membres d'un gang de
contrebandiers du port de Lattaquié.

* Associated Press rapporte 1'assassinat de plusieurs figures politiques par la rébellion.
Le fait doit étre noté car l'agence new-yorkaise n'a commenc¢ a faire mention de ces
crimes que depuis un mois environ. Cette évolution dans le traitement de l'information
intervient au moment ou les Etats-Unis cherchent a justifier a devant leur opinion
publique la limitation de leur soutien a l'opposition armée.

* Mona Alami de USA Today assure que les extrémistes qui se déploient en Syrie ne
sont pas des membres d'Al-Qaeda, mais des provocateurs au service du régime.
L'Armée « syrienne » libre n'aurait donc aucun lien avec Ayman al-Zawahiri bien qu'il
ait appelé au Jihad contre Bachar el-Assad. L'article n'explique pas comment le
pouvoir aurait fait pour recruter des agents provocateurs dans les milieux extrémistes
sunnites alors que ceux-ci considérent les el-Assad comme des hérétiques et des
usurpateurs.

» L'Agence France Presse fait surgir un nouveau théme : I'armée loyaliste assiégerait
la ville antique de Palmyre ou des rebelles seraient enfermés. Les combats seraient
susceptibles d'endommager gravement le site archéologique classé par 1'Unesco au
patrimoine mondial de 'humanité.

Les dessins du jour

Mahammad Ali Rajabi stigmatise le
ridicule de la Ligue arabe dont les
réactions sont inadéquates pour résoudre
la crise syrienne. Il met en scéne un pétro-
prince qui tente d’éteindre un incendie en
I’écrasant avec un extincteur.
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Wang Xiaoying illustre le double langage des Etats-Unis, toujours
prompts a manier la carotte et le baton. Le panda chinois, un brin craintif,
tente d’amadouer un Oncle Sam qui tente de 1’intimider.

Voltairenet.org



2012, #55, p. 1 / Monday, February 20, 2012, #55, p. 1

4

CVricr

fi

Lundi 20

Le Figaro (France)

B '3[[3-1p
‘e | AN2LI2] D] ap AULFIL 30 J2AD Ly ud
Anod s1aud s192(qo sap 12 AYIDY 243U00
J40f afpssat un 2p10ssad ua i nb suod
—ads » 'SIUN e 'IpaIpuaA 20 ‘eIpuan)
as Mb « ALIAG B[ ap STUE » S3P UOTINAI
vl suep snodsa sos snoy aoepd a0
‘my, pmomy <« sdwa) np soudnsd anod
12 asND2 DS D SAD SUIDTIAD AL AP I JuN
Janod possy -2 apyong ap snyd ap anbyom
aun nb ysa, 1 » seey naed np auowaiay |
renrrddns vonnsuon) a[faAnot ap 1af
—oxd un ams 1012 97 a1 naaad umpuaig)
-1 3] *3[Id UOJAS « "2dq1] AUUILIAS JAULIY, ]
ap SOpjos S3] JUAWAADIYNU JUDPID UD
32 JUNALIAD UOISNIOX, P AU0Z aun Junsodu
ua oA snjd np AP U ATUIA STOU JNOP DU
~ORDUAT QNDUNUAUOD DT » : UOYN[os
aun nb a)sar ou 1 ‘oY [2apEH MOJ
"alssny B 12 AUy ey
SAME] AP SAIE XNSP AP UANNOS NP eI
~IAUN( PESSY - [2 Jeyoeyg anb jue) inoymns
‘« 10 sAuo0] ap Juppuad sum 1y
2100ua nad uoupngIs v] » anb sUTOWIUIEAU
JEUUOIST I DWE [ SUEP IS
Q) o MUWLFIL NP LISADPOSIP 28 D ‘UOY
~NjOARL D] 3P JD3, ) D s2jsad 11 nbsnf 'sad
-Inffo,p SAURUOY SWIDJLAD DT, P WL
U JUOs » ‘TN] UO[as ‘mb sauds ap jueiny

« 1eydeg ap anbnoe) aup »

“IPe [ESTE] JEDOAR |
“aed es anod ‘21U0deL “« saUnay s10.4 53]
samop ydwosiana, s uoanoed a) ‘aanaonb
uow sune] “anatyaasja,p saamndnos sap aw
~YIAL D JIA SDWD(] W iy, panomy’ »
"ALAS U2 S21Sa1 STWE S3s DIAR Juatl
~auuatpnonb anbrununuos mb *aajjoa
ax aunaf epymsanod “« Juaquany xud sap
o uoa sasidagua sa7 Luaia N juau
~UOLIUOJ sadauauod s » sied af noy
JAns quaap mb anbrwouoss assered
el anapuspap suawouayd anny
D[-11p e (saed np
DAL NE) SWOH D JUIUOUL 2D U3 N0
as mb auaLumaiu anisuaffo ] » adnf aam
a8 ap AQIsSodul] » "« SIWIOPUD $3] LI[[1IA
=4 » aed uy e mb - sow 2200 ua spow

(s¥31n3y) ‘assedui) ap Jijos ap
uafow awwos uapihs Juapsasd np
[BUUonNYSUOI Winpuaayal ap 13foud ne
shed uos ap uapnos 3| 2adase 1
|paLLes pessy 2.13u0dual e mb ung

[BY7 ‘salzduens sale))y SSp as|uil
—321A U0S seweq e jueydadap ua 1Seal

B Upfad 'sanbiyb xne ade pessy-ja

ap axquiotr a] (9 ap snid B juawmsa
ONO S3] - WiHal np AMeIIq Jqxaq
“UL [ 1520 "SAUUDLIAS S2[0a8 $3] nuuod
mb ‘sue g1 ap awaj sunal 23330 mog

"<« aapao Jaanou p nbsnf » ajadderang p
JUAIA AIAS U2 a)sad ua Jnapessequue,|
juop - aydafiy ua stomr xnap sidap
IFNJAL ‘DOY [9APEH 2ISIALDE,| 2A[IA
‘e Ul D) AP QAP 3] 183,7) | dapy,p AjaLy
~snput a1 ) suvp assod as mb a> zapangd

N “saunw s3] saudp saun s3] JuaNINos
28 DYang ap asnna nj p Lasmbon Justuayou

SH3IN34
LNOONYH
24pdo | 3p
$3210) S3| 23aAe
sjuaWUoLe
Sap sJo| sam
SjURISI|uRI
2P sIjjieauny
xne ‘seweq

€ |palues
‘Juaysisse
pessy-p
Jeyoeg ap
awydal ne
syuesoddo sag

Jewpeg yepisasd np Jedx9 | e asiu

aun yefonzad nb NNO,| ap 21IN35 ap
[[BSU0) NP LORNOSI BUN B 033A N3|
yesoddo us aqe.e angd| e ap shed sap 13
XNejLappI) Sap JUSLLAIUAL0IAL 3] 12
313[02 B| 21138 JUOS 35 SISSNY €] 13 au) B
'sjow 3zuo smdap Jua.np inb sasuajola

xne ujj aipaw nod aauLe uojjuanIaiu

“UOLIPDAY 12 | SASNAOUMNIS,, SINIA ST "aul
~AG u2 anpouv.y a2, p um.Q Ua 3sa adna ay
~[ANOU AU() » < UL QIUDSSIGOSIP » B
e ‘10-810] aj3ao yueradde sa@aion sinad
AP JUBLLIOT UD I “2IULIE | ABIQ NEDA
-nou g juo sjuesoddo, p saure)uan sap ‘ay
—IPAUT HONESTIGOT 21320 Jed safiemontrs]

<¢ SULIOPUS Sap [[2AI 3T »

"Z3 OJ

noqy,p wou a) snos ajuasaxd as mb
‘syuedippred sap un 2jUodET '« aupao,] ap

aun yesauiesjua nb xneuoiSas
SJUBLIBSIANBINOG S3| INS JUBISISU| U
'SlIBANOU LI 33P0 32U3Te | D
‘e JuaaLzAnob a) 3 uoiysoddo )
anua anbypod anbojip aj ind
anjosad a2 assind suuslAs aspo by
anb yodsa un aysisgns pnb ‘sannop
dnoonpaq awnwod ‘asuad INIHD V1 >

suad auIy;

sanu0f sap acuasaud vy 12 afau ) ‘monE
prodf a ausimu ‘sauuosaad 0o 07 ap smd
SUOPa SOy » Ca0sUoW Uepeisajiue
AUN U2 duIosue ) Juatuapider 1so A S
A[12A B 9P « safueur » anenb sap sajrex
~2UNJ SAP AUOURIRD B[ ‘[PAES 2N
waumpider o nbsnl el JuawLa
2Mos axpuiow 3 no afeliden apad suep
sed Jqrey au uonelsauod e ‘sidac]
‘auoydapay
aed sewe(] g 2a30e1U00 ‘asunf o] ausnos
fe auniad-oad saFa00 sap AP A10A
A p apnyigqoy, | poap woe 1w nbsny csjusw
~AUFISUIL AP SIDNAUIS SAP XNDAUNG 2P
12 sappssnquun sap ajugn b 3a ‘saamffo p
sawoy sap  Juanqoy no  ‘auuspisasd
sd np ulo] uou anns ausapowt 10myd
421omb un 382, ) » AUAISPUIEP J)[OAAT
e[ “I91IAD] /] Ipaapuaa 22 ‘anaed s nb
‘apennded e ap asie 1anaenb un ‘azzapy ap
152,09 : Jipaut snjd 100U SUWOUL]
«jaeyo
-Dg ‘uou no sanaa a) N and) | sunomoj
nod 2112q1T » 3P SLID S3] SNOS PUS-Yaam
20 2aqua € IfIA es ‘sewe(] ‘saouraoxd
SAUEIAD B 22UUOUED Juawaiie] oy
~darmsur p stowr azuo saxdy catodsa p
SInof Sap XI10A BS 2ANOLDI B Apey |esie,]
USLIAS JEDOAR | '[I] np IO Ny « [ uoy
~NOASL D] SUDP JUDLLING) U 153,7) » JFHAS

ANFIHO-NIAOW NV INTONDISIHY0)
INONIW 3NIHd 130

'SaIMRJJE,P XN SaP Juawdi[el o] yuatadsa syuesoddo s3f ‘anbruouod? arsAtered e 2aAy

sewre(] Inol sa.axde Inol sugses 91J0AdI B

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Lundi 20 février 2012, #55, p. 2 / Monday, February 20, 2012, #55, p. 2

Libération (France)

Quand Damas
ose a son tour
larevolte

La capitale syrienne,
jusqu’alors fief du régime,

a connu samedi sa plus
grande manifestation depuis
le début du soulevement.
Un tournant.

Par HALA KODMANI

a famille de Samer Al-Khatib a été
contrainte de 1'enterrer en catimini,
hier al’aube, avec pour escorte une
quinzaine de 4x 4 des forces de l'or-
dre, remplis d’hommes armés jusqu’aux
dents, Pas question pour le régime queles fu-
némillsdujeumhumme tué laveille pen-
dant la premiér ifs ion en
plem[hmm soient I'occasion d'une nou-
welle mobilisation dans la capitale.
Ce qui s’est procluit samedi sur ’autcstrade
de Mazzeh, une voie rapide qui relie

sont sortis les cercueils des «martyrss» pour
les accompagner vers le cimetiére voisin.
wAlors que les premiers “Allch akbar ” ont com-
mencé a fuser, la foule grossissait, il en sortait
de partout, des hommes et des femmes», ra.
conte un manifestant. Dans unsouci de ne
pas s2 heurter aux sarvices de sécurité, les
manifestants ont évité les slogans provoca-
teurs que 1'on entend souvent ailleurs
- «mauditesoit ton dme, fils de Hafez I» - ou
réclamant la chute du régime. Les premiers
cris affirmaient «lepeuple syrienest uni», et
s’adressaient aux parents des victimes:
«Nous sommes tous tes enfants, mée du

des quartiers ouest de Damas, mar- RECIT martyri» ou «Sais fier deton fils, mére

que un tournant pour la révolution

syrienne, prés d"un an aprés son déclenche-
ment. «La foule était impressionnante, ef-
, extraordinaire I» Salma,
jointe pax Skype. Elle se trouvait parmi les
15000 a 30 000 manifestants de «cejowr his-
wrique ol Damass’estlevéet ol nous avons]
relewd nos tétess, dit 1’opposante quadragé-
naire, qui agissait jusque-1a dans1’ombre.
Des rassemblements avaient &té préparés a
I"'cocasion des funérailles de quatre jeunes
duqusnlar tués par balles aucoursd une

e

les forces du régime et a remonté le moral
des protestataires.

CORTEGES. Sous les flocons de neige, excep-
tionnels 3 Damas, des cartdges se sont formés
alasortie des trois différentes mosquées d "ol

»A Damas Les forces syriennes ont été
déployées hier pour contrer toute contes-
tation aprés lfappel & la désobéissance
civile lancé aux habitants de lacapitale.
»A Homs Des bombardements intenses
ont repris contre le quartier de Bab Amro.
De nouveaux renforts ont été acheminés,
faisant craindre une offensive massive
imminente.

dumartyr b Lafoule a ensuite afflué
vers le cimetiére, oui d’autres personnes
étaient déjinssamhléset pendant deux
heures, on a assisté au genre de manifestation
que Jes Damascénes n’avaient va qu'a la télé-
wvision d Homs ou Deraa, avec rondes de danse
et chants névolutionnaires.
«Non, il nes’agit pas d une mobilisation contre
lerdgime, affirmait contre toute évidence I'un
des défenseurs du powvoir de Bachar al-As-
sad, commentant en direct pour Al-Jezira les
images des manifestations. C'est I'expression
légitime de la dovdeur qui nous unit et de la co-
lérecantre les terroristes qui ontabattu ks trois
Jjeunes gens. » Ce réveil de la population de
Damas est I'instantle plus redouts par le ré-
gime, qui fait tout pour 1’empécher depuis Je
début des troubles. Le calme dans la capitale,
verrouillée par les services de sécurité &
tousles coins de rue, est I'un des arguments

6000

personnes ont été tuées en Syrie ensix
mois, dont quatorze dimanche, selon
Observatoire des droits de lhomme,
une ONG basée 3 Londres.
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majeurs utilisés par le pouvair, tant & "inté-
rieur du pays qu"a I’ égard de I'opinion inter-
nationale, pour minimiser I'importance de
larévolte.

«INDIGNATION PASSIVEs. Le mur de la peur
solidement érigé tenait encore en respect les
habitants dela capitale, ol le régime compte
encore des partisans, notamment dans la
bourgeoisie et parmi les minorités aux inté-
réts trés liés & ceux de Bachar al-Assad. «Ce
soutien, quin’acessé de 8’éroder ces dermiers
mtan:l’wnmdehabew
se transforme de plus en plus en indignation
passive face & ’escalade meurtriére de la ré-
pression, notamment @ Homs, dit un expert
européen basé & Damas sous couvert d"ano-

«Les miliciens qui étaient parmi nous
n’osaient pas trop réagir, débordés par

marque un cap. La
1a répression de la manifestation de Mazzeh
montre bien le souci de ne pas faire de nou-
Veaux «Inartyrse , qui pourraient enflammer
1a population de Damas.

«[ls ont fini par tirer sur la foule, raconte
Salma. D’abord avec des grenades lacrymogé-
nes, qui nousont obligés a nous abriter dans les
nnhahamb&d‘bvmabhqpﬁ:dhh
réelles. I"aivudes bk ber auiowr de mol
et j’ai accouru pour les secourir. Mais lesmili-
ciens qui étalent parmi nous wWosaient pas trop
réqgir, débordés par le nombre des manifes-
tants. I'ai méme eu la satisfaction de voir un
“chabiha” [sbire du régime, ndir] se faire
tabasser parun groupe de jeunes. »

Damas et Alep (la deuxiéme ville du pays, si-
tuée dans le nord de la Sy-
rie), dont la tranquillité fai-

le nombre des manifestants. J’ai méme eu ment de protestation, bou-
la satisfaction de voir un “chabiha” [shire et ddi:ali’n:s: plus d“,’l’""
durégime] se faire tabasser par des jeunes.» mmdﬁﬁ
Une opposante évoquant la manfeststion 3 Damas, samedi sive dansla révolte? Les co-

mités de coordination lo-
nymat. Le bascudement estsensible, ycompris  caunx, qui animent la mobilisation, ont appelé
chez une grande majoritd d hommesd’affaires,  les habitants des deux villes h une griwe gé-
qui défendaient encore les réformes de Bachar  nérale, hier, et 31a désobéissance civile, en
al-Asadily a quelques semaines, et Peffrite-  solidarité avec les autres régions syriennes
mrnmtdmhqpmu’b&l’&nt» insurgées et réprimées. Mais les états- majors

, 1a transf de cette opposi-
tknpaasiemmoﬁlhﬂmmhomccsur
dela 1! on l'avu di

du régime de Bachar al- Assad concentrent
leurs efforts et leurs plans de bataille pour
B 1o iy

L'EGYPTE PREND
SES DISTANCES

Le Caire a décidé hier de rappeler
smunhs-dubD-nuL.cblando
restera su Caire & nouvel ordres,
sdonhmwdsAff&aW

L'Egypte avait appelé mercredi 3 sun
changement pacifique et réels en Syrie.

Les sanctions internationales pésent
lourdement sur léconomie syrienne
Selon un homme d'affaires local, cité par
la BBC, i n'ya plus de tourisme depuis
awril. Le secteur représentait 159 du PIB.
Depuis novembre, les exportations de
p&d‘(}O%&JDIB)cMw‘.L‘sM
ves en d trak

ises de la
passées de 18 milliards d’euros & 8 milliards.

Craintes d’infiltrations d’Al-Qaeda
ou irakiennes, blocage a’lONU:
Washington n’est pas pret a s’engager.

Les Etats-Unis
sur la défensive

ela fait six mois maintenant
que le président américai

memenphcemsdenuuin

Barack Obama, a exhorté
Bachar al- Assad 3 démissionner
etque Je chef d’Etat syrien répond
par des massacres... Une fois de
plus, et de facon particulitrernent
choquante aprés I'intervention
occidentale en Libye, 1a crise sy-
rienme démontre I"'impuissance
américaine.

«Les Erats-Unis ont appelé Bachar
d-Assad a démissionner, mais ilsne
fort rien pour stopper ks luerieso, 58
désole Radwan Ziadeh, un oppo-

caine d’en faire plus. Aprés les
échecs répétés au Conseil de sécu-
rité de 'ONU, o1 Américains et
Européens n'ont pas réussi a con-
vaincre Russeset Chinois de la né-

sur Damas. Toutes les
«optione» sont &1"étude,

que plutdt que militaire.
Mnepauaupaquedwm
tage de fusils en Syrieouune inter-
\m!hl‘ tionale soit la bonne

lamistew, et «pire en-
plé&mun. Des
sgents d‘Al Qaeda wont infiltré»
I'opposition syrienne, a mis en
garde le directeur du renseigne-
ment national, James R. Clapper,
qui avu lasignature du réssau ter-
Toriste international dans plusieurs
et Damas.
wGuerre civilen. Les services
américains s’inquiktent aussi de
voir descombattants sunnites ira-
kiens porter secours aux oppo-
sants syriens et les approvisionner
en armes. «Les inquidtudes des
Américaine sont multiples, résume
Andrew Tabler, spécialiste de la
Syrie au Washington Institute for
Near East Policy. lls ont peur que
Bachar al-Assad se cramponneen-
core au pouvair, ils craignentquele
payséclate en morceaux, et ils re-
doutent qussi les armes de destruc-
tion massive durégime...»

, Au Congrés et dans I’opposition

«Nous ne pensons pas que
davantage de fusils en Syrie
soit la bonne réponse.»

VictoriaNuland porte-parcle du ministére
des Affares érangbres amiricain vendredi

républicaine, des voix commen-
cent 3 demander que les Etats-

Aredi

pune—puolsdnmiﬂsﬁmds.u-
faires étrangires, Victoria Nuland.
Nous concentrons phutdt nos efforts
powr renforcer etunifier I'opposition
qinquekntméeaujanm‘l
Al-Assad cédera le pouvair. »
wCorridors». Washington étudie
aussi 1’idée, proposée par la
France, de «corridors lumanitai-
Tes», ou de «zone protigies ala
frontidre avec la Turquie, ol les
opposants syriens pourraient se
réfugier. Mais la protection de ces
espmnécsiwﬂtum oanﬂy

Unis dé leurs bras en Sy-

di,]la rie. Une lettre ouverte 3 Obama,

signée par une cinquantsine d’ex-
perts , éclame des
«mesures immédiates powr stopper

«C’maloomnmldmrblm
que la communauté internationale
Va1 S2 rehoUVer aVeC une guene civile
et le chacs dans cette régions,
phxdol’qpouu lhdwanZiadd:.

«Les Américain

20me», une zone d'interdicti
survol, cequidgniﬂamhumim
tervention militaire de grande am-
ﬂaur fait- on valoir 3 Washington.
Comme précédernment en Egypte
ouen Libye, 1a retenne américaine
s’explique également par la peur
que les régimes succédant au dic-

«Lesunités militaires d’élite composées
ou controlées par les alaouites

se battront jusqu'au bout, car elles n’ont
pas envie de subir le sort des harkis.»

Le géographe Fabrice Balanche directeur duGroupe
derechercheset détudes sur la Méditerranée et

ke Moyen-Orient (Gremmo) a Lyon
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la ndtre, sjoute un diplomate euro-

péen, car ils ont déja mené des in-

terventions endehars du cadre des
Nations unies. »

De notre correspondante

& Washington LORRAINE MILLOT
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,,Extremistische Gruppen wollen in Syrien Fuf3 fassen™

Den UN fehlen die Mittel, um
Assad rasch zu stoppen, sie
rechnen aber mit dem Fall des
Regimes. Doch Ban Ki-moons
Berater fiirchtet, dass sich die
Volksgruppen gegeneinander
aufwiegeln lassen.

Herr Luck, mutiert in Syrien gerade
eine demokratische Rebellion zu einem
sunnitischen Aufstand?

Nein, der Volksaufstand geht derzeit
nicht von einer einzigen ethnischen oder
religiosen Gruppe aus. Doch die gewalt-
same Unterdriickung durch die Regie-
rung und die mit ihr verbiindeten Mili-
zen hat inzwischen eine sektiererische
StoBrichtung.

Das Regime wiegelt die Volksgruppen
gegeneinander auf?

Seine Angriffe zielen auf bestimmte
Gruppen. Homs ist heute faktisch in
zwei oder mehr Stidte geteilt. Die Regie-
rung greift einige Viertel dauernd an, an-
dere aber gar nicht, und die Trennlinien
sind religios. Jetzt machen uns Berichte
Sorgen, dass auch von Oppositionsseite
nach dem Wie-du-mir-so-ich-dir-Prinzip
Menschen entfiihrt werden. Eine solche
Lage konnten extremistische Gruppen
ausnutzen. Vergangene Woche hat sich
ja plotzlich Al Qaida hinter die Protestbe-
wegung gestellt. Die hatte mit den Terro-
risten natiirlich nichts zu tun. Aber das
Attentat auf einen syrischen General
kirzlich oder die Bombenanschlige in
mehreren Stiadten deuten darauf hin,
dass extremistische Gruppen Chaos stif-
ten, um in Syrien FuB} zu fassen.

Distanziert sich die Protestbewegung
hinreichend von diesen Gruppen?

Die Opposition tragt keine Schuld dar-
an, dass dieses Problem entsteht, aber
auch ihr obliegt eine Verantwortung zum
Schutz der Bevolkerung, nicht nur der Re-
gierung. Dem Oppositionsdachverband
Syrischer Nationalrat gehéren Vertreter
vieler Gemeinschaften an. Doch in dem
Mafe, wie die Repression brutaler wird,
konnte auch der Wunsch nach Vergel-
tung wachsen.

Von wem bekommt die syrische Opposi-
tion denn ihre Waffen?

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

Deserteure haben Waffen mitgenom-
men, und die Rebellen mogen einige er-
beutet haben. Aber es gibt auch Berichte
dariiber, dass Waffen aus sunnitischen
oder anderen Quellen in der Region kom-
men.

Aus dem Irak, aus dem Libanon, aus
Jordanien?

Gut moglich. Die irakische oder auch
die libanesische Geschichte sind ja voller
Beispiele fiir Gewalt zwischen bestimm-
ten Volksgruppen. Das darf sich in Sy-
rien nicht wiederholen, die Lage ist so
schon schlimm genug. Die syrische Re-
gierung will das ausnutzen und versucht,
sich im Ausland als Garant der Ordnung
darzustellen. Sie sagt, ohne Assad versin-
ke das Land im Chaos — dabei verursacht
ja die Regierung das ganze Unheil.

War die syrische Protestbewegung denn
erfolgreich damit, mehr als nur Sunni-
ten im Kampf gegen Assad zu vereinen?

Es gibt in ihr Vertreter vieler Stromun-
gen, aber keine gleichmaBige Verteilung.
Einige der Minderheiten in Syrien haben
sich angeschaut, was in den anderen Lin-
dern des ,Arabischen Frithlings® gesche-
hen ist, und haben sich aus Angst um
ihre Zukunft an die Seite Assads gestellt,
von dem sie sich Stabilitat erhofften.
Kurzfristig mag ihnen das als kluge Tak-
tik erschienen sein. Doch langerfristig
verschlimmern sie dadurch ihre Lage.
Wenn man sich historische Beispiele von
Greueltaten anschaut, dann richtete sich
die schlimmste Gewalt gegen Minderhei-
ten, denen eine Bevorzugung unterstellt
wurde. Wird eine groBe Bevolkerungs-
gruppe gewaltsam unterdriickt, dann
kann die Reaktion umso heftiger ausfal-
len.

Demnach ginge von den Regimegegnern
nicht nur fiir die Alawiten, zu denen der
Assad-Clan zihlt, sondern auch fiir die
Christen grofle Gefahr aus.

Das konnte sein. Auflerdem gibt es die
palistinensischen Fliichtlinge und viele
weitere Gruppen, die in Gefahr sind. Die
internationale Gemeinschaft hat diese
Sorge bisher nur unterschwellig gedu-
Bert, muss sie jetzt aber in den Vorder-
grund riicken. Der Nationalrat und die
Nachbarn Syriens miissen iiber das Ra-
dio und im Internet Botschaften der Ein-
heit und der Toleranz aussenden. Selbst
in den schlimmen Krisen von Ruanda, in
Kirgistan oder auf dem Balkan waren ei-

nige ortliche Gemeinschaften so gut vor-
bereitet, dass sie dem Zyklus von Gewalt
und Gegengewalt widerstanden haben.

Steht denn die ,, Freie Syrische Armee*,
die gegen Assad kampft, hinreichend un-
ter Kontrolle der politischen Oppositi-
on?

Es gibt sicherlich keinen sehr starken
Zusammenhalt, keine straffe Fithrung.
Deshalb muss die Opposition den Kamp-
fern klarmachen, dass Anschlage in Stad-
ten oder Entfithrungen der falsche Weg
sind — erst recht, wenn sie sich gegen be-
stimmte Volksgruppen richten. Es ist na-
tirlich nicht einfach fiir die .,Freie Syri-
sche Armee*, sich fiir den Schutz aller Be-
volkerungsgruppen gleichermaBen ver-
antwortlich zu fith-
len, wenn die Re-
gierungstruppen
vor allem gegen
eine Gruppe vor-
gehen.

Im  UN-Sicher-
heitsrat hatte
Russland  darauf
gedrungen,  die
Verantwortung
fiir die Gewalt
nicht nur dem Re-
gime, sondern auch ,, bewaffneten Grup-
pen” zuzuschieben. Starken Sie mit ITh-
ren Warnungen nicht diese Sichtweise?

Das mag so aussehen, aber ich setze
das nicht gleich. Der Aggressor ist die Re-
gierung, sie und die von ihr gesteuerten
Milizen tragen die Verantwortung fiir die
Gewalt. Trotzdem rufen selbst die schar-
fen Kritiker der syrischen Regierung im
Sicherheitsrat auch die Opposition zur
Zuriickhaltung auf.

Edward C. Luck

Weil die syrische Regierung ihre Verant-
wortung zum Schutz der Bevilkerung
missachtet, geht diese der Theorie nach
auf die UN iiber. Was tun?

Der Menschenrechtsrat hat Syrien-Re-
solutionen verabschiedet, jetzt auch die
Vollversammlung. Selbst der Sicherheits-
rat hat sich im vorigen August immerhin
auf eine Prisidentenerklarung verstin-
digt, auch wenn er sich nicht auf Sanktio-
nen einigen kann. UN-Generalsekretir
Ban Ki-moon hat sich klar fiir die Men-
schenrechte in Syrien ausgesprochen.

Mit Verlaub: Das sind Worte. Was
kann getan werden?

Man kommt nicht zum Handeln ohne
eine solide politische Grundlage, und die
ist gelegt worden. Es sind ja trotz der Blo-
ckade im Sicherheitsrat weltweit auch
viele Sanktionen verhingt worden, die
Syrien wirklich zu schmerzen scheinen.
Syriens Nachbarn suchen jetzt nach We-
gen, humanitare Hilfe nach Syrien zu be-
kommen, vor allem in die belagerten
Stidte.

Frankreich und die Tiirkei reden von
humanitiren Korridoren“. Ist das der
richtige Weg?

Deas ist eine wichtige Option, aber es
stellt sich die Frage nach den Folgen,
denn so ein Korridor ginge ja durch syri-
sches Territorium — auch wenn es natiir-
lich nicht nur den Landweg gibt. Das
Konzept der Schutzverantwortung hat
nie darauf beruht, in militarischen Ant-
worten ein Allheilmittel zu sehen. Im
Fall Syrien glaubt fast niemand, dass es
eine Losung durch eine Militarinterventi-
on von auflen geben kénne. Man kann
dort niemanden durch Luftangriffe schiit-
zen, denn es gibt nicht die grofien unbe-
wohnten Weiten zwischen den einzelnen
Bevolkerungszentren wie in der liby-
schen Wiiste; die Kampfe finden mitten
in den Stéddten statt. Eine Flugverbotszo-
ne wiirde auch nichts niitzen, denn Luft-
angriffe sind nicht das Problem. Doch
eine Invasion hiilfe auch niemandem.
Also bleibt uns, den politischen und den
wirtschaftlichen Druck zu erhdhen. Wir
miissen das Regime isolieren und so des-
sen Unterstiitzer zum Nachdenken brin-
gen, ob sie sich nicht von dieser Unter-
stiitzung lossagen miissten.

Sie reden von Russen und Chinesen?

Die beiden Linder, die im Sicherheits-
rat eine Resolution verhindert haben, su-
chen ja schon eifrig nach neuen diploma-
tischen Wegen. Auch sie werden nicht
ewig an der Seite des Assad-Regimes ste-
hen, wenn dieses weitermacht wie bis-
her. Wir miissen derweil die Zivilgesell-
schaft in Syrien unterstitzen und die
Volksgruppen ermutigen, sich nicht ge-
geneinander aufwiegeln zu lassen. Wenn
sich die Menschen nicht auseinanderdivi-
dieren lassen, kénnen im ganzen Land
friedliche Widerstandsnester entstehen.
Wenn sich dagegen die Spaltungen vertie-
fen, wird die Lage in Syrien auch nach As-
sad unhaltbar sein.

Die Fragen slite Andreas Ross.
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China fur Gewaltstopp

Syrien: Pekings stellvertretender Aulenminister zu Gesprichen in Damaskus. Tote bei Trauerziigen

und Demonstrationen. Gezielte Morde an Offiziellen. Von Karin Leukefeld, Damaskus

dhrend eines Besuchs des
stellvertretenden chinesi-
schen AuRenministers Zhai

Jun am Wochenende in Damaskus, ist
esam Freitag und Samstag bei Demon-
strationen und Trauerziigen im Westen
der syrischen Hauptstadt zu Ausein-
andersetzungen mit Sicherheitskriften
gekommen.

Zhai Jun war am Freitag zunichst
mit seinem Amtskollegen Feisal Mek-
dad zusammengetroffen und hatte
betont, die internationale Gemein-
schaft milsse Syriens Souverdnitit re-
spektieren. China und Syrien hitten
Uber Moglichkeiten beraten, ihre Zu-
sammenarbeit in »dieser schwierigen
Phase in Synen« zu verstirken. Die
Volksrepublik tritt — wie RuSland und
andere blockfreie Staaten — filr einen
Dialog zwischen Regierung und Op-
position ein. Nach einem Gesprich mit
Prisident Baschar Al-Assad am Sams-
tag sagte Zhai Jun vor Journalisten
in Damaskus, sowohl die Regierung
als auch Gruppen der Opposition und
bewaffnete Krifte im Land muBten
»Gewalttaten umgehend einstellen«.
Er begriiite das fur den 26. Februar
geplante Referendum tiber eine neue
Verfassung. das »im Interesse des sy-
rischen Volkes« sei. Nur in einem sta-
bilen Land ktnne Syrien umfassende
Reformen angehen. China sei »extrem
besorgt« Uber die Eskalation der Kri-
se und hoffe, daB die bevorstehenden
Parlamentswahlen friedlich verlaufen
wilrden. Unbestitigten Bernichten zu-
folge traf sich Zhai Jun auch mit Ver-
tretern der innersyrischen Opposition.

Demonstrationen

Im Westen von Damaskus, in dem Orts-
teil Alt Mezzeh, kam es am Wochenen-
dezu gewaltsamen Auseinandersetzun-
gen zwischen Regierungsgegnern und
Sicherheitskriften. Nach dem Trauer-
gottesdienst fiir drei Jugendliche, die
am Donnerstag vermutlich bei Prote-
sten erschossen worden waren, folgte
am Freitag eine Menge von »mehr als
10 000 Menschen«, wie ein Augenzeu-
ge berichtete, den Sirgen von der Gro-
Ben Moschee zum Friedhof. Als die
frithere syrische Nationalfahne (aus
der Zeit der franztisischen Besatzung

REUTERS

und des Unabhingigkeitskampfes
1946) gehoben und regierungsfeind-
liche Parolen gerufen wurden, fielen
Schiisse. Fiinf Menschen wurden ge-
totet. Zu dem Trauergottesdienst fiir
diese funf Personen am Samstag seien
»auffallig viele Frauen« zur grofen
Moschee gekommen, berichtete der
Augenzeuge. Bei Verhandlungen zwi-
schen Sicherheitskriften und den Or-
ganisatoren des Trauerzuges habe man
sich geeinigt, keine politischen Parolen
zu rufen, sondern lediglich die Sirge
zum Friedhof zu begleiten. Dennoch
wiederholte sich das Geschehen vom
Vortag — unter der erwihnten Fahne
wurden, regierungsfeindliche Parolen
gerufen — und wieder fielen Schilsse.
Eine Person wurde getdtet, eine Frau
sei verletzt worden.

Die Mobilisierung zu den Protesten
erfolge tiber Jugendliche, die sich per
E-Mail, Facebook und andere Chatfo-
ren im Internet verstindigten, erfuhr
die Autorin bei Recherchen. Der Auf-
ruf werde dann von Haus zu Haus
verbreitet. Nach Angaben der Lokalen
Koordinierungskomitees (LCC) soll

Damaskus am Sonnabend: Trauerzug fiir am Yortag getotete Regierungsgegner

!

-
[
L]

es in Damaskus am Freitag 49 De-
monstrationen gegeben haben. Auf der
Facebookseite »Syrische Revolution
2011«, die von der syrischen Muslim-
bruderschaft im schwedischen Exil
betrieben wird, hieR es am Samstag:
»Das Blut der Mirtyrer ruft euch zum
Ungehorsam aufe.

Bewaffnete Gruppen

Am Wochenende berichtete die syri-
sche staatliche Nachrichtenagentur
SANA erneut von gezielten Morden an
Offiziellen. In Aleppo wurde ein Mit-
glied des Stadtrats ermordet, in Idlib
toteten Bewaffnete am Sonntag einen
ranghohen Staatsanwalt und einen
Richter. Die Titer hitten das Feuer auf
ihr Auto ertffnet, auch der Fahrer sei
erschossen worden. In Idlib kimpfen
Beobachtern zufolge unterschiedliche
bewaffnete Gruppen gegen die syri-
schen Streitkrifte und teilweise auch
gegeneinander um Einfluf. Neben der
»Freien Syrischen Armee«, die aus ih-
rem Hinterland in der Turkei operiert,
agieren dort kriminelle Gruppen, Stld-

ner und eingeschleuste salafistische
Kimpfer. In Homs gingen die Kiimpfe
zwischen bewaffneten Aufstindischen
und synischen Streitkriiften weiter. Die
Armee versucht seit mehr als zwei Wo-
chen, das von bewaffneten Aufstindi-
schen kontrollierte Viertel Baba Amr
einzunehmen.

Das syrische Innenministerium gab
derweil die Zahl der Stimmberech-
tigten, die am kommenden Sonntag
bei einem Referendum tiber die neue
Verfassung abstimmen ktnnen, mit 14
Millionen bekannt. Rund 13 800 Wahl-
lokale werden landesweit eingerichtet.
In Gesprichen vor Ort duBerten sich
viele Syrer skeptisch. Auch wenn die
neue Verfassung bedeutend besser als
die vorherige sei, sei das Procedere
nichtin Ordnung, sagte ein Gesprichs-
partner. Die anhaltende Gewalt im
Land werde zur Nichtteilnahme der
Regierungskritiker fithren.

Mit Agypten hat derweil ein weite-
res arabisches Land seinen Botschaf-
ter vorerst aus Damaskus abgezogen.
Auch die Schweiz teilte die Schlieung
ihrer Vertretung in Damaskus mit.
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,Ich kann weitgehend frei berichten®

Karin Leukefeld arbeitet als offizielle Korrespondentin in Syrien. Das irritiert nicht nur dic Exilanten

Von MartHias MEISNER

Von Medienblockade ist die Rede, und da-
von, dass die Regierung von Baschar al As-
sad die internationale Medienberichter-
stattung iiber den Gewaltkonflikt in Sy-
rien eingeschriinkt habe. So begriinden
die Nachrichtenagenturen, dass sic in
dem arabischen Land nicht mit Reportern
vertretensind. ,Journalisten kénnen nach
wie vor nicht frei aus Syrien berichten®,
schreibt zum Beispiel Reuters, die Authen-
tizitit der Bilder von Demonstrationen
lasse sich kaum iiberpriifen”. Die Deut-
sche Presse-Agentur berichtet: , Die weni-
gen Journalisten, die im Land arbeiten,
miissen mit Uberwachung, aber auch mit
Ubergriffen rechnen.

Bemerkenswert ist vor diesem Hinter-
grund, dass sich zwei deutsche Tageszei-
tungen aus dem linken Spektrum, das
Neue Deutschland“ (ND) und die , Junge
Welt“, mit Karin Leukefeld eine Korres-
pondentin leisten, die seit etwa zwei Jah-
ren in Damaskus akkreditiert ist und auch
injiingster Zeit immer wieder nach Syrien
reiste und von dort berichtete. Vergleich-
bar viel erlaubt das Regime derzeit kei-
nemanderendeutschen Journalisten. Leu-
kefeld, Jahrgang 1954, studierte Islamwis-
senschaftlerin, arbeitet seit 1997 als freie
Journalistin, sie war zuvor unter anderem
Mitarbeiterin eines PDS-Bundestagsabge-
ordneten und machte Offentlichkeitsar-
beit fiir die Griinen. In der Nahost-Region
ist sie seit Jahren unterwegs, sie schrieb
etwa iiber die Entwicklungen im Irak und
in Agypten.

Umstritten ist, wie unabhingig die
Journalistin in Syrien arbeiten kann - und
ob sie sich womdglich zuweilen zum
Handlanger des Regimes macht. Im Som-
mer warfen Exil-Syrer ihr vor, sie rithre
fiir Assad und seine Regierung ,die Wer-
betrommel”, unterstiitze cin ,blutiges,
die Menschenwiirde mit Fifien tretendes
Regime“. Kurz zuvor hatte sie sich von
der Deutsch-Syrischen Gesellschaft, ei-
nem Verein mit guten Kontakten zur Re-
gierung in Damaskus, fiir einen Vortrag
in der ehemaligen syrischen Botschaft in
Bonn verpflichten lassen, Thema: der so-
genannte Arabische Frihling®.

Die Redaktionen von ND und ,Junger
Welt“, zuletzt die Hauptabnehmer von
Leukefeld-Texten, verteidigen die Zusam-
menarbeit. Detlef Pries aus der ND-Aus-
landsredaktion meint, seine Zeitung
nehme die Angebote gerne an, ,,um nicht
allein auf die Berichterstattung von Agen-

Whandi RBearicht.

An aus Syrien

turen angewiesen zu sein, die selbst kei-
nenunmittelbaren Einblick in das Gesche-
hen haben®. Es gehe darum, dass Leuke-
feld die ,Meinungen und Stimmungen aus
der Zivilbevolkerung, von Oppositionel-
len wie von Regicrungsvertretern ein-
fiingt". Pries gibt zu, dass die Journalistin
Gefahrlaufe, von diesen Vertretern - ,den
einen wie den anderen” - als Sprachrohr
benutztzu werden. Dochseien ihre Repor-
tagen nicht die einzigen Elemente der
ND-Berichterstattung.

Noch weniger distanziert argumentiert
Arnold Scholzel, Chefredakteur der ,Jun-
gen Welt”, die wegen ihrer extremisti-
schen Ausrichtung seit Jahren im Visier
des Verfassungsschutzes ist. Leukefeld sei
eine ,erfahrene Journalistin®, in der Re-
gion ,zu Hause". Das Risiko, sie konnte
aus Damaskus Propagandaarbeit fir As-
sad leisten, sei ,sehr gering”, versichert
er. Im Gegenteil empfinde seine Redak-
tion die Berichterstattung der Nachrich-
tenagenturen aus Syrien als ,sehr unbe-
friedigend®, Schilzel nenntdiese ,dubios,
mit unklaren Quellenangaben und von
Propaganda durchtriinkt®.

Inihren Texten bemiiht sich Karin Leu-
kefeld zwar um gewissen Abstand zu As-
sad. Nie aber erscheint der syrische Staats-

gelt es, viele Nachrichtenagenturen sind dort nicht vertreten.

chef als Diktator, der die Opposition im
Land brutal unterdriickt. Fiir sicister cher
eine  tragische, an eigenen Reformvorha-
ben gescheiterte Figur. Kiirzlich erschien
inder  Jungen Welt ein vonihr in Damas-
kus gefiihrtes Interview mit dem opposi-
tionellen Schriftsteller Louay Hussein.

Assad ist fiir
Karin Leukefeld
eine tragische
Figur, den

; Unterdriicker
sieht sie nicht

o Pt

Dieser kritisierte Assad als unehrlich und
unglaubwiirdig, nannte es andererseits
aber inakzeptabel, wie der Westen dem
Land seinen Willen aufzwinge. ,Syrien ist
zum Schlachtfeld der Gromiichte gewor-
den, titelte die Zeitung. Leukefeld sicht
das offenbar dhnlich. Im Januar reiste sie
fiir das ND mit beieiner vom Informations-
ministerium organisierten Fahrtin die um-
kiimpfte Stadt Homs. Sie zitierte Einwoh-
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nermit Kritikanden USA, Frankreichund
Katar, die bewaffnete Gruppenin Syrien fi-
nanziell unte zen und und von einer
Verhandlungslosung ablenken wiirden.
Andere Blitter bemiihen sich auf an-
dere Art: Die , Zeit" druckte inihrer jlings-
ten Ausgabe den Bericht des Schriftstel-
lers Jonathan Littell, der heimlich nach
Homs gereist war, Auchder , Spiegel” ent-
sandte Reporter ins Land, die Texte er-
schienen ohne Autorennamen. Leukefeld
selbst weif von Kollegen, die als Touris-
ten einreisten oder mitbewatfneten Kimp-
fern aus der Tiirkei oder dem Libanon. Sie
selbst behauptet, sie konne sich mit ihrer
Akkreditierungin Syrien ,unabhiingig be-
wegen" und , weitgehend frei berichten“.
Nur ,bestimmte Brennpunkte* diirfe sic
wegen der bewaffneten Auseinanderset-
zungen ,nicht allein besuchen". Dankbar
ist sie, dass das Informationsministerium
immer wieder zu offiziellen Fahrten ein-
lidt. Die Mitarbeiter der Behtrde wiirden
die Journalisten dabei - ,anders als fri-
her* - eigenstiindig arbeiten lassen, er-
klirt sie dem Tagesspiegel. Was sic wie-
deruminanderen deutschen Medien {iber
Syrien lese, haltesie teilweise fiir beschii-
mend einseitig und einer professionellen
Berichterstattung unwiirdig”.
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Syrian police tighten grip
as fears of civil war rise

AMMAN

POLICE and militia patrols
fanned out in the Syrian
capital’s Mezze district
yesterday to stop arepeat of
protests against President
Bashar al Assad that have
threatened his grip on
Damascus.

Police cars and militia
jeeps patrolled Mezze while
secret police agents spread
out on foot, stopping men at
random and checking their
identification cards, opposi-
tion activists said.

Yesterday, China said a
peaceful solution to the
Syrian crisis was still
possible but Britain’s
Foreign Secretary, William
Hague, said he feared the
country would now slide
into civil war.

The United States,
Europe, Turkey and
Gulf-led Arab states have
all demanded Mr Assad
quit, but the West has ruled
out any Libya-style military
intervention.

The Arab League,

BASHAR AL ASSAD: Hold
on Damascus threatened.

spearheaded by Saudi
Arabia, has indicated some
members are prepared to
arm the opposition.

Mr Hague said: “We
cannot intervene in the way
we did in Libya ... we will do
many other things.

“I am worried that Syria
is going to slide into a civil
war and that our powers to
do something about it are
very constrained because,
as everyone has seen, we
have not been able to pass a
resolution at the UN
Security Council because of

Russian and Chinese
opposition.”

Thousands of Syrians
demonstrated in the heart
of the capital in one of the
biggest anti-government
rallies there since a
nationwide uprising
started nearly a year ago.

Meanhwile, leading
Syrian businessman,
Faisal al Qudsi, said the
Syrian Government was
slowly disintegrating and
sanctions were ruining the
economy.

He said military action
could only last six months
but Mr Assad’s govern-
ment would fight to the
end.

He said:“The Army is
getting tired and will go
nowhere.

“They will have to sit
and talk or at least they
have to stop Killing.

“And the minute they
stop Killing, more millions
of people will be on the
streets.

“So they are in a
Catch-22.”

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



2012, #55, p. 14 / Monday, February 20, 2012, #55, p. 14

évrier

fi

Lundi 20

The Independent (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

POOT $111 pur brij Jo ae)s o

7 ISaM-LIoU S BLIAS Un qIp] ul joned uo AuLy UBHIAS 221 NP JOSIdQIUAY AR SALIU
y ‘popaau

snlareap

opstuisnyy

A

-Lnu ag) Enoy
LLOD MO} ay
O}SIABY  SI[01 Y MON "EL
BaL 01 Small

ATTa1 URLIAS 311 AqQ A SI0IeNSUOIap 10 Aepiajsak snoseure uy 2aefd Suppey speiaung OM] U3dM1aQq sajos Jo

o

L

S66ngs sy
B uispdoad diay
s USRI Aunpey o} sunsniy
sseuaw EJofanp ey si
WApues swes
alpalap\, shes
eudg uibeyuy
—

Juer
anyaem 1a s Anuned
1jo ajdwexa ue se pa1padia

-lepoy
puards e
jo uoddns atpy aae
A8 L1 sBurg Ful
STU ]2 pIRaL] AARY [ 'SAg arat adeosa
0] pey beay woy ajdoad uatm sn zaye

ung uaym *, 8u
21110 I2QUIAN R SE U] PUR Sa
-lawry

1 1E) J

jos[elap I
JrU Je yjoene A

Aew are uaw

[ui Anquy
1218 pafadard-1ayooa
aIe aratg,, "pres ay
IapIog

pue usppns sea 1y

-Ssausng a
SRUN A0 ‘S|

Aayan g vy N}
VLANONIS WDI 7

Aem 9110 A1 S90S d1jjernl

o1 mou ‘bery Sunenyyur
Aruodeam pue syuaginsut
SISy Buuapns s Suta e UBLIAS JO STeaA 19V

ANunod ojurmod suLie pue SI19)YS1j USIdI0)
SE [RUONBULINUI SI0S JeM URLIE)IIS S BLIAS

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



The Scotsman (Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom)

Lundi 20 février 2012, #55, p. 15 / Monday, February 20, 2012, #55, p. 15

The packs of
armed thugs
who terrorise
Syria’s streets

OUR CORRESPONDENT
IN DAMASCUS

THE prisoners lay in a row, their
cheeks pressed to the concrete
and their hands tied behind
their backs as the five armed
men milled around them on the
street. A youth in a military issue
bullet proof vest, jeans and train-
ers beat a screaming captive re-
peatedly with his cane: “You are
a revolutionary rat aren’t you?
You son of a bitch!” The onlook-
ers laughed.

As president Bashar al-Assad
continues his violent struggle to
retain power, bands of his para-
militaries are running wild on
the streets of Damascus. Carrying
out executions, drive-by shoot-
ings, theft and sectarian attacks
with lawless abandon, it is these
men, the Shabiha - the “ghosts”
- that residents say they most
fear.

“They have weapons and a
licence to kill)” said Omar al-
Khani of the Syrian Revolution
Co-ordinators Union. “The gov-
ernment brings these gangs to
protests. They give them military
uniforms and identity cards call-
ing them riot police.”

In March of last year the Syr-
ian regime hired unemployed
youths, school drop-outs and
former criminals as extra man-
power to help deal with the
burgeoning  anti-government
demonstrations across the coun-
try. They were armed, and paid a
daily rate of 2000 Syrian pounds
(£22), explained Mr Khani.

Outside of demonstrations,
the men can be seen on the
streets of Damascus. Gangs of
Shabiha are terrorising the
neighbourhood of Moaddemiya
in the city, residents told The
Scotsman this weekend.

“They imprisoned Nasser Serir,

a peace activist, for six months.
Five days after he was released,
a gang broke into his home and
shot him in front of his children
and his mother. They pushed his
body from the balcony of the
second floor apartment,” said
“Obeida”, a middle-aged woman.

The day before, a group had
arrested her 60-year-old father,
said Bola, a student in the group.
Insisting that he had never be-
fore been to an anti-government
protest, she said she could not
fathom why he was taken. “He
was leaving the mosque after
praying. He is a peaceful man,
he is frightened of the security
forces,” she said. “They do what
they want. They arrested a traffic
policeman too, just because he is
from Idlib, a town that is rebel-
ling now.”

After taking her father cap-
tive, the group stole the family
car said Bola. They drove it fast
through the streets, swerving
round corners, and firing their
guns into the air.

Residents report near ran-
dom house raids by opportun-
istic groups of Shabiha, looting
with impunity. Whilst Bola and
her brothers moved away from
home, fearing a follow up to
their father’s arrest, their mother
had decided to remain and keep
watch on her home. “Maybe if
she is there, she can stop them
from trashing and stealing our
possessions,” said Bola.

Derived from the Arabic for
“ghost”, the word Shabiha has
come to mean “thugs” in mod-
ern day Syria. It reportedly first
entered the lexicon of the Syr-
lan uprising after a government
crackdown was launched in the
port city of Latakia, where a no-
torious mafia-like crime syndi-
cate called Shabiha has existed
for decades.
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Arms sales
underscore
Moscow’s tie
to Damascus

MOSCOW

With their regional clout
reduced, Russians show
no sign of backing down

BY DAVID M. HERSZENHORN

As the violence in Syria worsened in re-
cent days, amateur video showed the
forces of President Bashar al-Assad
rolling through the besieged city of
Homs in vintage Soviet battle tanks.

Other photographs, including satel-
lite images released by the U.S. State
Department, showed deployments of
Soviet-designed truck-mounted rocket
launchers and two models of a self-pro-
pelled howitzer whose sweet-scented
names in Russian, Gvozdika and Akat-
siya (Carnation and Acacia), are no re-
flection of their fearsome firepower.

Seemingly undeterred by an interna-
tional outcry, Moscow has worked fran-
tically in recent weeks to preserve its re-
lationship with the increasingly isolated
government of Mr. Assad, even as the
Syrian leader turns his guns on his own
citizens, and the death toll mounts. Not
only has it continued to arm Syria, but its
veto with China of a U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution calling on Mr. Assad to
resign provided the political cover for a
more severe crackdown on rebel forces.

Russia has praised Mr. Assad’s call
for a constitutional referendum, a step
that the United States and other govern-
ments have dismissed as meaningless.
Last week, Russia was one of just a
dozen countries, among them China,
Iran and North Korea, to vote against a
General Assembly resolution urging
Mr. Assad to step down.

And many analysts say that without
Russian backing, including a steady
supply of weapons, food, medical sup-
plies and other aid, the Assad govern-
ment would crumble within a matter of
months, if not sooner.

SYRIA, PAGE 4
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Arms sales underp

SYRIA, FROM PAGE 1

It has done all this in the face of sting-
ing international criticism, and so far it
has shown no signs of backing down.
While Moscow has a number of reasons
to guard its relations with Damascus,
the most concrete, many analysts say, is
the longstanding arms sales to Syria.

The chief spokesman for Rosoboron-
export, the state-owned weapons trad-
ing company, said last week that absent
any new directive from the Kremlin,
business with the Assad government
would continue as before.

“We understand the situation has be-
come aggravated in Syria,” the spokes-
man, Vyacheslav N. Davidenko, said in
an interview. “‘But since there are no in-
ternational decisions, and there are no
sanctions from the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, and there are no other decisions, our
cooperation with Syria — the military-
technical cooperation — remains quite
active and dynamic.”

Regional political events have played
a part. The Arab Spring and the U.S.-led
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have dis-
sipated Russia’s once-powerful influ-
ence in the region, transforming the re-
lationship with Syria into one of critical
importance to Prime Minister Vladimir
V. Putin, who is running for president
and wants to expand Russia’s role as a
global power broker.

“Syria is kind of it in the Middle East
at this point for Russia,” said Dmitry
Gorenburg, a Russia specialist with the
Center for Naval Analyses, a U.S-fi-
nanced research group based in Virgin-
ia. “That can go a long way toward ex-
plaining why Russia stuck with Assad
for the last year.”

The Kremlin is also eager to send a
stern message to the West about its dis-
taste for interference in any country’s
internal affairs — a point it reiterated in
voting against the General Assembly
resolution last week. The Russian am-
bassador to the United Nations, Vitaly I.
Churkin, said the resolution *‘reflects
the alarming trend to try to isolate the
Syrian leadership, to refuse any con-
tacts with it, to impose a formula for
political settlement from outside.”

Instead, Russian officials have called
for the Assad government and the oppo-
sition in Syria to agree to a cease-fire.

But if the talk from Russia is heavy on
respecting Syrian autonomy, and avoid-
ing the chaos that has engulfed Afghan-
istan, Iraq, Libya and Egypt, arms ex-
ports have long anchored the
relationship between Moscow and Da-
mascus, including sales over the years
of MIG fighter jets, attack helicopters
and high-tech air defense systems.

While the demise of Col. Muammar el-
Qaddafi in Libya and the imposition of
sanctions on Iran have sharply cur-
tailed other formerly lucrative arms
markets for Russia, Syria has increased
its weapons purchases, including a deal
late last vear for Yak-130 light attack
planes worth more than $550 million.

From 2007 to 2010, the value of Rus-
sian arms deals with Syria more than
doubled — to $4.7 billion from $2.1 billion
— compared with 2003 to 2006, accord-
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A satellite picture indicating a rocket launcher near Homs, Syria. Russia recently in-
sisted that none of its weapons were being used against the opposition forces in Syria.

Grimmett, a veteran international secu-
rity specialist at the Congressional Re-
search Service in Washington.

During the same period, the value of
Russian weapons deals with Iran fell to
$300 million from $2.1 billion.

In asign of the intensifving diplomatic
pressure on the Kremlin, Russian offi-
cials have visited Syria and called for a
truce. And the deputy defense secretary,
Anatoly Antonov, recently insisted that
no Russian weapons were being used
against the opposition forces in Syria —
but he offered no basis for the assertion.

Russian officials have forcefully
pushed back against any suggestion of
an arms embargo against Syria, which
they say would handcuff Mr. Assad’s
government while allowing the opposi-
tion to continue acquiring weapons.

While Mr. Davidenko, the spokesman
for the Russian weapons company, ac-
knowledged the longstanding ties be-
tween Moscow and Damascus, he said
that some analysts were exaggerating
the importance of Syria as an arms cus-
tomer, noting that India, now the
world’s overall largest importer of
weapons, had also become Russia’s
biggest customer these days.

Still, Mr. Davidenko conceded that
Russia had lost billions of dollars in po-
tential arms business as aresult of sanc-
tions against Iran and the change of
power in Libya. In Libya alone, he said,
the new government has suspended
about $4 billion in previously agreed-
upon contracts.

The Libya experience weighed heav-
ily in Russia’s Security Council veto. Mr.
Putin, for one, was furious at the NATO-
led airstrikes against Colonel Qaddafi
after Russia and China agreed not to
veto a resolution creating a no-flight
zone over the nation.

Russian officials said that they were
also led to believe that existing arms

Anvanmanta wranld ha hanasa A hr #tlan

new Libyan government but that so far
that had not been the case.

Russian domestic politics is also a
concern, especially with the presiden-
tial election just two weeks away.

More than two million Russians work
for military-related businesses, and
they represent a slice of the electorate
that officials never want to malign. On
Thursday, the government announced
plans to spend about $100 billion
through 2020 to modernize its military-
industrial complex.

Russian ties to Syria are deep. A Rus-
sian naval station at Tartus, in northern
Syria, is its only military installation
outside of former Soviet territories.

There are numerous other economic
and cultural bonds, including the pres-
ence of Russian companies working in oil
and natural gas in Syria, as well as a pro-
posal for the state-owned nuclear energy
company, Rosatom, to build a power
plant there. Other Russian companies
have interests in agriculture, irrigation
and telecommunications in Syria.

Svria, however, has a checkered his-
tory when it comes to paying for its
weapons.

Mr. Assad arrived in Moscow for his
first state visit in 2005, with his country
owing Russia about $13.5 billion. Mr.
Putin welcomed him warmly. Their
wives met for tea.

At the time, the two leaders signed a
“joint declaration on friendship and co-
operation,” and Russia agreed to write
off nearly 75 percent of Syria’s bills.

Many Syrian arms purchases are fi-
nanced by loans, said Ruslan Aliev, an
arms-trade specialist at the Center for
Analysis of Strategies and Technol-
ogies, a Moscow research group.

“They are old customers, but they are
very poor,” Mr. Aliev said of the Syrians.
“They don’t have enough money — not
like Saudi Arabia or United Arab Emir-
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Ambush in Syria kills
senior prosecutor, judge

Jordan prepares camp
for refugees near border
amid fears of civil war

BY BASSsEM MROUE
AND BRIAN MURPHY

BEIRUT — Gunmen in Syria
staged a guerrilla-style ambush
that killed a senior state prosecu-
tor and a judge Sunday in an at-
tack that suggested armed fac-
tions aregrowingbolder and more
coordinated in their uprising
against President Bashar al-As-
sad’s government.

The roadway slayings, accord-
ing to a report by the state news
agency, occurred in an opposition-
dominated northern region. They
came a day after a deadly hit-and-
run attack on a political figure in
the heart of the pro-
Assad city of Aleppo.

The targeted killings have not
reached Assad’s inner circle, but
they indicate a growing shift
toward violent tactics by the oppo-
sition as it brings aboard more
military defectors and seeks to
tighten control over the small
pieces of territory it holds.

The fears of a civil war have
neighboring Jordan racing to fin-
ish arefugee camp near the Syrian
border to handle a possible exodus
of people fleeing for safety. Aid
officials estimate that as many as
10,000 Syrian refugees already
live in Jordan, mostly in private
homes. They said the numbers are
growing as the Syrian military es-
calates attacks on restive cities.

The growing unrest has also
prompted some U.S. senators to
call for arming the Syrian rebels.
But in Washington, Gen. Martin
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, said such a move
would be “premature.”

“I would challenge anyone to
clearly identify for me the opposi-
tion movement in Syria at this

point,” he said on CNN’s “Fareed
Zakaria GPS” program, aired Sun-
day. Dempsey said Syria is “an
arena right now for all of the vari-
ous interests to play out,” includ-
ing Turkey, Iran, Russia and possi-
bly al-Qaeda. “Until weTe a lot
clearer about. .. who they are and
what they are, I think it would be
premature to talk about arming
them,” he said of the rebels.

Violence was reported in vari-
ous parts of Syria on Sunday. The
London-based Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said that at
least 14 people were Killed across
the country, half of them by gov-
ernment troops. In Homs, in cen-
tral Syria, government forces sent
in reinforcements and shelled the
rebel-held Baba Amr district,
which has been under near-con-
stant barrage for nearly two
weeks, the group said.

The assassinations of the pros-
ecutor and judge occurred in the
northwest province of Idlib. The
Syrian Arab News Agency said
gunmen opened fire on a car car-
rying Idlib provincial state pros-
ecutor Nidal Ghazal and Judge
Mohammed Ziadeh, who were
Killed instantly. Their driver also
was fatally wounded.

Idlib has been the site of intense
clashes between troops loyal to
Assad and army defectors who
attack and then disappear into the
rugged mountains.

In Jordan, the United Nations
refugee agency is working with
the government on preparations
for the refugee camp, which can
house 1,000 family-size tents, ac-
cording to the agency’s deputy
chief in Amman, Arafat Jamal.

Sami Halaseh, who oversees the
project for the Public Works Min-
istry, said the 323-square-foot
area, located about 12 miles south
of the border, is expected to be
ready in two weeks, after bath-
rooms and hangars for food distri-
bution are installed. He said the
project cost $1 million.

— Associated Press
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U.S. senators: Arm
Syrian opposition

McCain, Graham lay
out ways to help
fighters topple Assad

KABUL, Afehanistan —
With the Syrian government
continuing its deadly ecrack-
dovm on its residents, two se-
nior U.S. senators who were on
their way to the Middle East
spoke out strongly Sunday in
favor of arming Syrian opposi-
tion forces.

The two Republican sena-
tors, John MeCain of Arizona
and Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina, laid out a series of
diplomatic, humanitarian and
military aid proposals that
would put the United States
squarely behind the effort to
topple President Bashar Assad
of Syria. The senators, both of
whom are on the Senate Armed
Services Committee, said that
rebel fighters deserved to be
armed and that helping them
take on the Syrian government
would aid Washington’s effort
to weaken Iran, which has
strong ties to Syria.

“I believe there are ways to
get weapons to the opposition
without direct United States in-
volvement,” McCain said. “The
Iranians and the Russians are
providing Bashar Assad with
weapons. People that are being
massacred deserve to have the
ability to defend themselves.

UPDATE
Intheregion

Gunmen inSyriastaged a
guerrilla-style ambush that
killed a senior state prosecutor
and ajudge Sunday inan attack
that suggested armed factions
are growing bolder and more
coordinated in their uprising
against President Bashar
Assad's regime,
The roadway slayings —
reported inanopposition-
dominated northern region —
came a day after adeadly
hit-and-run attack on a political
figureinthe heart of the
pro-Assad city of Aleppo.
Insurgent enclaves in the central
city of Homs were shelled again
on Sunday and the opposition
reported at least 20 people
were Killed across the country,
including nine in Homs.
Meanwhile, Egypt became the
latest Arab nation to snub
Assad by ordering the
withdrawal of its ambassadorin
Damascus.

The Associated Press

“So T am not only not op-
posed,” he said, “but I am in fa-
vor of weapons being obtained
by the opposition.”

MeCain and Graham said
the United States would not
haveto send weaponsdirectly to
the opposition but could work
throughthe Arab League.

The New York Times
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Jerusalem Post (Palestine occupée / Occupied Palestine)
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L'Orient-Le Jour (Liban / Lebanon)

Les alaouites se battront jusqu’au
bout pour garder le pouvoir

R A T L R R R R D R R R R D R R L L LR R R R R PR

Hantée par des siécles d’humi-
liations, la minorité alaouite se
battra jusqu’au bout pour gar-
der le pouvoir en Syrie, face
a une majorité sunnite qui
considére ses membres com-
me des usurpateurs, estiment
des experts. Mais si le régime
de Bachar el-Assad, lui-méme
de cette confession, est défait,
les alaouites pourraient ten-
ter de constituer un « réduit »
dans la montagne et la cote
du Nord-Ouest, ou alors il
ne leur restera que l'exil ou la
mort, ajoutent-ils.

« Les alaouites redoutent
une revanche des sunnites »,
affirme Fabrice Balanche,
directeur du Groupe de re-
cherches et d'études sur la
Méditerranée et le Moyen-
Orient (Gremmo), 4 Lyon.
« Nous sommes a un point
de non-retour : le régime doit
écraser l'opposition, sans quoi
Cest lui qui tombera », dit-il,
ajoutant que « pour défen-
dre leur peau, les unités mi-
litaires d’élite composées ou
contrdlées par les alaouites se
battront jusqu’au bout car el-
les n'ont pas envie de subir le
sort des harkis », ces supplétifs
de l'armée frangaise pendant
la guerre d’Algérie dont un
grand nombre a été massa-
cré aprés l'indépendance ou
contraint de s’exiler en France.
Pour Thomas Pierret, maitre
de conférences a [l'univer-
sité d’Edimbourg, « il y a une
crainte, si Assad tombe, que la
communauté alaouite soit pu-

rement anéantie », en réaction
a I'extréme brutalité employée
par les forces du régime.

Communauté hétérodoxe
représentant 12 % de la po-
pulation, les alaouites ont
longtemps été misérables et
méprisés. Sous les Ottomans,
les seuls alaouites tolérés dans
les villes étaient les domesti-
ques. Cette doctrine a été éla-
borée en Irak au IXe siécle par
Mohammad ben Nousseir, un
disciple du 10e imam Ali el-
Hadi, entré en dissidence. Si
les chiites vénérent Ali, gendre
de Mohammad, les alaouites le
déifient. Pour eux, le prophéte
n'est que le voile qui masque
« I'essence » incarnée par Ali.
Le troisiéme personnage de
leur trinité est Salman Pak, un
compagnon de Mohammad
considéré comme la « porte »
de la connaissance. Signalons
que le contenu initiatique de
cette religion ne peut étre ré-
vélé sous peine de mort. Les
alaouites croient en la réincar-
nation, n’'ont généralement pas
de mosquées, ignorent le jetne
et le pelerinage a La Mecque,
tolérent I'alcool et leurs fem-
mes ne sont pas voilées. Ils cé-
lebrent des fétes musulmanes
mais aussi chrétiennes.

Pour le penseur sunnite
Ahmad ibn Taymiyya (1263-
1328), les alaouites « sont les
pires ennemis des musulmans
et le jihad contre eux est un
grand acte de piété ». En
1920, la France, alors puissan-
ce mandataire, avait créé un

territoire autonome alaouite.
Mais pour les inciter a inté-
grer le futur Etat, les natio-
nalistes syriens ont obtenu en
1936 une fatwa de hajj Amin
el-Husseini, mufti de Pales-
tine, qui les reconnait comme
musulmans.

Dans les années 1950, beau-
coup d’alaouites ont intégré les
académies militaires, adhérant
a l'idéologie du panarabisme
et laique du Baas. Deux coups
d’Etat (1963, 1966) les ont
portés au pouvoir et beaucoup
de bourgeois sunnites étaient
effarés a I'idée que « les enfants
des femmes de ménage » com-
mencent a gouverner, rappelle
M. Balanche. Les rudes mon-
tagnards sont alors devenus
fonctionnaires et ont investi
les villes cotiéres de Tartous,
Lattaquié, Banias et Jableh,
ou ils sont majoritaires.

En cas de chute du régime
Assad, certains experts évo-
quent T'hypothése d'une en-
clave alaouite. « Vu I'impasse,
le régime pourrait étre tenté
de se replier dans la région
cotiére pour y créer une entité
indépendante », estime Bruno
Paoli, directeur des études
arabes a I'Institut frangais du
Proche-Orient, basé a Bey-
routh. M. Balanche penche
aussi pour cette option. « Si
le conflit s'envenime, la Syrie
évoluera comme la Yougosla-
vie. Il pourrait y avoir un ré-
duit alaouite » avec Lattaquié

comme capitale.
(Source : AFP)
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De la Bosnie a la Syrie : intervenir ou pas ?

Tireurs embusqués semant

la panique parmi les foules,
bombardements aveugles,
chirurgiens opérant a la lueur
de lampes de poche dans une
ville écrasée par la force bru-
tale : le conflit syrien commence
a ressembler a la guerre de
Bosnie des années 1992-1995.
Les tueries commises en Bosnie,
oU Serbes, musulmans et
Croates se sont déchirés pour
dépecer |'ancienne république
yougoslave, avaient été retrans-
mises en direct sur les écrans
de télévision du monde entier.
Celles qui se déroulent actuelle-
ment @ Homs sont refransmises
pareillement sur les chaines
d’information continue gréce
aux vidéos des mobinautes

et autres vidéastes amateurs.
Comme & Sarajevo, la capitale
bosniaque assiégée pendant 43
mois par |'artillerie des forces
séparatistes serbes, les images
de cadavres de nouveau-nés,
de manifestants aux membres
mutilés, de flaques de sang et
de gens rendus fous de chagrin
ont suscité des demandes d’in-
tervention étrangére en Syrie.
En Bosnie, les puissances
européennes ont fini par s'in-
terposer, mais bien tardivement
et aprés beaucoup d’atermoie-
ment. La guerre au cceur des
Balkans a duré prés de quatre
ans, faisant des dizaines de
milliers de morts et un million
de sans-abri. Aujourd’hui, les
pays occidentaux qui ont mis
fin aux massacres en Bosnie
ont clairement fait savoir qu’ils
n'avaient pas |'intention de
s’aventurer dans le chaudron

syrien — une décision qui aurait
des conséquences incalculables
dans une région aussi volatile.
La petite Bosnie représentait
une crise en Europe, aux portes
de I'OTAN. La Syrie est, elle,
une puissance arabe majeure
du Proche-Orient, au cceur
d’une région stratégique, qui
peut se targuer de ses puissants
alliés russes et chinois. « La
guerre en Bosnie et le conflit
syrien sont de natures diffé-
rentes », estiment ainsi deux
analystes du Washington
Institute, Soner Cagaptay et
Andrew Tabler. Mais, pensent-
ils, « tout organisme internatio-
nal favorable & une intervention
humanitaire pour protéger les
populations civiles des enclaves
syriennes comme Homs devrait
tirer les lecons de la guerre en
Bosnie ».

Semblable intervention de-
manderait I’envoi d’une force
internationale appuyée par
I'aviation et ayant |"autorisation
d’ouvrir le feu en cas d’agres-
sion. Cette force, placée sous
commandement de |I'OTAN
comme ce fut le cas récemment
en Libye, devrait avoir & sa

téte un général de confession
musulmane issu d’un pays de
I’Alliance atlantique comme

la Turquie. Elle devrait aussi
comprendre des contingents
venant de pays arabes. Notons
qu'Ankara, partisan de « zones
de sécurité » en Syrie, travaille
a une solution avec la Ligue
arabe et la France, qui préne
la création, avec I'appui des
Nations unies, de couloirs
humanitaires. Vendredi, le pré-

sident francais Nicolas Sarkozy
avait toutefois exclu toute inter-
vention directe, affirmant que
la révolution syrienne « (...) doit
&tre menée de l'intérieur ». Pour
sa part, le secrétaire général de
I"OTAN, Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen, a émis des doutes quant

& une implication de I'Alliance
méme en cas de mandat de
I"ONU et d'un soutien de la
Ligue arabe.

Mais comme en Bosnie, la
situation peut évoluer. En 1991,
le secrétaire d’Etat américain
James Baker avait eu ce mot fa-
meux : « We got no dog in this
fight I » (qui peut se traduire li-
brement par « Cette bagarre ne
nous concerne en rien ! ») alors
que les Bosniaques commen-
caient & s’entredéchirer. Mais
lorsque la Bosnie devient au fil
des mois le plus grave conflit
armé en Europe depuis 1945,
I"OTAN finit par intervenir avec
un contingent de 50 soldats au
départ, qui seront 100 000 &
Iarrivée et imposeront la paix
en pilonnant notamment |“artil-
lerie serbe assiégeant Sarajevo.
Il aura ainsi fallu prés de quatre
ans et pas moins d’une cen-
taine de résolutions du Conseil
de sécurité de I'ONU pour faire
taire définitivement les armes
en Bosnie.

Pour ces analystes du Washing-
ton Institute, une intervention
de I'ONU pourrait réussir en
Syrie et empécher une escalade
du conflit & condition de savoir
tirer les lecons de la Bosnie et
d'éviter les piéges.

(Source : Reuters)
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Mazzé, au cceur de Damas,

s 27 morts hier ; les sanctions commencent a se faire sentir.

Les forces de sécurité syrien-
nes ont été déployées hier a
Damas pour contrer toute
contestation aprés I'appel i la
désobéissance civile lancé aux
habitants de la capitale.

A Damas, théatre vendredi
et samedi des plus importantes
manifestations depuis le début
de la contestation, il y a onze
mois, les forces syriennes qua-
drillaient ainsi le quartier de

lazzé dans le centre-ouest, a
affirmé Mohammad Chami,
&rtc—parolc des « comités » de

mas et de sa région, préci-

sant que les magasins étaient

fermés notamment a Barzé,

Qaboune et Joubar, des quar-

tiers se touchant au nord-est de
PPN
:

la ville, et a Kafar Soussé situé
au sud de la capitale, des zones
traditionnellement  opposées
au régime. Selon un membre
des comités de coordination,

Signalons que samedi, entre
« 15000 et 20 000 personnes »
selon I'Observatoire syrien des
droits de 'homme (OSDH)
avaient participé aux funérailles

Amer Sadek, la ifestation
des habitants de Mazzé est
un signe clair : « Damas est
effectivement entrée dans la
danse. »
En revanche, la vie était nor-
male dans le centre-ville, ont
indiqué des témoins. Seules de
tites manifestations d'éco-
iers ont eu lieu dans « quatre
quartiers rebelles de la ville »,
toujours selon M. Chami,
alors que les militants avaient
dit s'attendre 2 des « manifes-
tations monstres ».

Une manifestation hier dans le quartier Qadam de Damas.

de quatre ifestants abattus
la veille par les troupes du régi-
me dans le quartier de Mazzé,
les premiers tués au cceur de la
capitale. Au cours de ces funé-
railles, un cinquiéme manifes-
tant a péri lorsque les troupes
ont tire sur les participants a
la cérémonie, transformée en
une manifestation antirégime.
Rappelons que sur leur page
Facebook, « Syrian Revolu-
tion 2011 », les militants ont

lacé la journée d'hier sous la

nniére de la « désobéissance

¢ it

L’armée se déploie a Damas

L'Egypte décide de rappeler son ambassadeur en Syrie
ou la répression se poursuit

Situation dimanche & 18h00 GMT
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civile de Damas ».

En dehors de la capitale,
au moins 27 personnes ont
été tuées hier, selon la chaine
al-Arabiya, citant les comités
locaux de coordination. Ainsi,
trois personnes — dont un pro-
cureur général et un juge — ont
péri a Idleb par « des_tireurs
non identifiés », une 2 Chahné
dans la province de Homs, une
4 Alep et une i Deir ez-Zor,
a précisé 'OSDH. L'organi—
sation a en outre indique que
les forces de sécurité ont tué
un soldat rebelle 2 Bab Sebaa
dans la ville de Homs, trois
soldats de larmée réguliére
ont par ailleurs péri 4 Dael,
dans le sud. L'agence officielle
SANA a pour sa part mis en
cause des « bandes terroristes
armées » dans les morts d'Idleb
tout comme dans le tir dune

uette sur un réservoir de
urant de la raffinerie de
Homs.

A Homs, cible d'une offen-
sive massive depuis le 4 février,
les militants redoutaient I'ar-
rivée de nouveaux renforts du
régime. « Les bombardements
intenses ont repris en début
d'aprés-midi sur Baba Amro
avec quatre roquettes 2 la mi-
nute, mais ce qui nous inquiéte
ce sont les nouveaux renforts
militaires dépéchés en ville »,
a affirmé Hadi , un
membre du Conseil général de
révolution syrien 2 Homs.

L'offensive de Davutoglu
Sur le front diplomatique,
I'Egypte a rappelé son ambas-
sadeur en Syrie « jusqu'a nou-
vel ordre », aprés avoir réclamé
mercredi « un changement
paciﬁquc et réel », tout en reje-
tant une intervention militaire.
L'Irak a de son coté souhaité
Euc la Syrie, suspendue de la
igue arabe, participe néan-
moins au sommet prévu
mars a Bagdad, estimant que
« cela ouvrira une page de dia-
logue, loin des ingérences ».

ﬁ ministre turc des Affaires
étrangéres Ahmet Davutoglua
de son coté réaffirmé la déter-
mination de son pays i « rem-
plir le vide » né du veto russo-
chinois au Conseil de sécurité.
Selon 'agence Anatolie, citant
le chef de la diplomatie dans
une conversation a batons
rompus avec des journalistes
au Mexique ot il se trouve, « la
conférence des amis de la Syrie
a Tunis constituera un trem-

lin international pour régler
a crise et décuplera la pression
sur Damas et ses allies. Nous
allons appeler a Tunis encore
plus fort a I'arrét de la violence
en Syrie », a-t-il lancé, souhai-
tant que « ces SOS ne restent
pas lettre morte. Nous pen-
sons 4 prendre, 2 'ONU ou 2
Tunis, des mesures de la plus
haute importance concernant
les aides humanitaires », a-t-il
encore déclaré. .

A Alger, le ministre d'Etat
et secrétaire général du Front
de libération nationale (FLN
— parti_présidentiel), Abdela-

ziz Belkhadem, a pour sa
critiqué l'action cﬁo la L@

arabe sur la situation en Sy-
rie 2 la radio nationale. « La
Ligue n'est pas une Ligue et
( .§uelx:core moin; arabe. (i"est
une Li ui fait appel au
Conseﬁ sqécurité co%i:rc un
de ses membres fondateurs ou
a 'OTAN pour détruire_les
mgzcités de pays arabes. Elle
a besoin d'étre ‘profondément
revue », a-t-il ainsi martelé. Le
secrétaire de la Ligue, Nabil
el-Arabi, a néanmoins évo-
qué lors d'une rencontre avec
une délégation de I'opposition
svricnnc%‘cs efforts de l'orga-
nisation pour trouver une so-
lution 2 la crise, selon I'agence
KUNA.

Parallélement, l'ngencc
Chine nouvelle a estime qu'il
reste un espoir que la crise sy-
rienne puisse se résoudre pa-
cifiquement le dialogue.
Samedi, un émissaire chinois
avait été recu 2 Damas par le
chef de I'Etat syrien, a qui il
a apporté le soutien de Pekin
4 son projet de référendum
constitutionnel du 26 février.

« Prématuré »

Le plus haut gradé de 'armée
américaine, le général Martin
Dempsey, a par ailleurs jugé
quune intervention en Syrie
serait « trés difficile », lors d'un
entretien sur CNN, ajoutant
que « le chemin emprunté ac-
tuellement, qui consiste 2 es-
sayer de fagonner un consen-
sus international, est le bon
chemin, plutot que de prendre
la décision d'intervenir unilaté-
ralement ». Il a en outre estimé

il était « prématuré de pren-
e la décision d'armer l'oppo-
sition en Syric car je mets au
éfi  quicon identifier
clairement ce qu'est le mou-
vement d'opposition actuelle-
ment », ajoutant qu’ « il y a des
informations selon lesquelles
des membres d'el-Qaéda sont
impliqués et qu'ils cherchent 2
soutenir I'opposition. Je veux
dire qu'il y a plusieurs interve-
nants et que chacun essaye de
jouer sa partition propre pour
renforcer sa position ».

Le président du comité de
coordination Haytham Manaa
a de son coté jugé que « certai-
nes personnes souillent 'image
de la révolte en prétendant que
cest une guerre ge communau-
tés et de fondamentalistes ».

Signalons finalement qu'un
important homme d'affaires
syrien, Faycal el-Qudsi, a dé-
caré 2 la B%C que le gouver-
nement Assad était en voie de
désintégration lente et que les
sanctions internationales rui-
naient 'économie. Pour lui, les
affrontements ne dureront
l)lus de six mois mais le pouvoir
uttera jusquau bout. « L'ar-
mée est lasse et n'ira nulle part.
1 faudra bien se parler ou, tout
au moins, cesser de tuer. Dés
que les militaires cesseront les
tueries, des millions de Syriens
descendront dans la rue.” Clest
une situation sans issue (pou.r
le pouvoir) », a-t-il dit.

(Sources : agences
et rédaction)




Lundi 20 février 2012, #55, p. 31 / Monday, February 20, 2012, #55, p. 31

The Daily Star (Liban / Lebanon)
CURRENT AFFAIRS BY ANTOINE GHATTAS SAAB

U.S. providing secret aid to
Syria opposition: diplomat

he Syrian uprising will eventually succeed in ousting President

Bashar Assad, a diplomat told The Daily Star, adding that United

States is secretly providing aid to the Syrian opposition. Walid

Maalouf, who served as alternate representative for the US. to the
General Assembly of the United Nations in 2003 and maintains close ties with
the U.S. administration, voiced his belief that the Syrian people’s revolution
against the regime would inevitably result in the people’s victory.

According to Maalouf, action in the diplomatic arena will gradually wear
away at Assad’s regime, allowing the Syrian National Council to take power.
He cited several factors that are contributing to the momentum that will lead
to decisive action against Assad’s rule, including the vote of the U.N. General
Assembly last week, which condemned the crimes committed against the Syr-
ian people and was passed with 137 votes, as well as the recent hints by the
EU that it would recognize the SNC as the representative of the Syrian people
and U.S. Senator John McCain’s demand to arm the Syria opposition.

Maalouf said the doors of the White House and Congress are open to offi-
cials from the Syrian expatriate community, most of whom are supportive of
the SNC, adding that the U.S. is secretly providing aid to the opposition,
though he did not specify whether this support was financial or military.

Asked how the U.S. views the upheavals of the Arab world, Maalouf said
the country viewed the developments with extreme optimism given the new
emphasis on democracy and human rights, principles which have long been
weak in the region. He added, however, that the period between uprising and
democratic transition varies depending on the country, with change being
more rapid and decisive in Tunisia and Libya than Egypt, where citizens are
now confronting military rule.

According to Maalouf, following decades of dictatorship, the people of the
Middle East were able to witness firsthand through social media the openness
of Westem societies, which gave momentum to the uprisings.

As for American policy toward Lebanon, Maalouf reiterated the country’s
unwavering support for Lebanon’s sovereignty and unity, along with its sup-
port for U.N. resolutions 1559, 1680 and 1701 and the Special Tribunal for
Lebanon. Resolution 1559, which was passed in September 2004 and which
Maalouf supported at the United Nations, called on foreign forces to leave
Lebanese territory.

Asked how Lebanon is different following 1559 and the departure of Syri-
an troops from Lebanese territory in 2005, he said that the current situation
has improved as Syrian intervention in Lebanese affairs is now limited, and
the current pro-democracy protests in the region reinforce the security of
Lebanon’s own democracy. He added that members of the March 14 coalition
can now freely express their opinion without the intimidation common under
Syrian hegemony.

Separately, Maalouf highlighted the important contributions of hundreds of
thousands of Lebanese-Americans in shaping U.S. foreign policy in general
and toward Lebanon in particular. He also reiterated the United States’ rejec-
tion of any dialogue with Hezbollah, saying that the party’s arms pose a grave
danger to Lebanon’s national fabric and state institutions.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network
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AcTIVIST KENAR: ONLY SYRIAN
OPPOSITION CAN DECIDE ON INTERVENTION

The UN General Asembly vated over-

‘whelmingly Thursday in favor of a nonbind-
an Arabl.

Sytan President Reshar al-Assad to seep down and

trongly condemning huan rights violations by his

regime. Russia and China vetoad a similar resoluon
Councll and voted

inthe General

In the meantime, As.sad& all for a referendum,
set for Feb. 26, has ratsed the question of how a na-
tionwide vote could be held at a time when many
areas see dally hattles between Syrian troops and the
apposttian hat cpposes the referendum.

Answering our questians, Kenar slabaraed an
the isue of farelgn intervention into Syrian affairs.
Turley's pasition and more.

‘Would you tell us about Nahda, the network
that you are inwlved in?

It means “awakening”™ Nahda refers to the
movements started in the late 19th century and early
20t century in Egypt. It s regarded as a period of
Intellectual modemization. Actwally, T find the em
*Asab Spring” really odd, created by some intema-
tianal broadcasting networks in order to be able to
el the audience in the West what & happening in the
Middle Fast. Arab Spring & nat a term that came out
o the region’s cwn vocabulary. Most of the aaivists
in the Middie East prefer 1o call what & happening
in the region *“Arab Revolutions.” We decided to call
aur organizaon Nahda because 1t & evocative of an
awakening, The activists involve people from all walks
of e Tsamists sodaliss, iberalk, ek They gather in-
dependent of their ethni, ideological identities. Tt &5
very exating for s, the Yomng Qivilans

This is the first international involvement of
the Young Civilians, right?

We acompanied President Abdullah Gul when
hewent to Amenia at the invitatian of the Amenian
President [Sezh Sarlsyan In Seplember 2008) to
watch the World Cup qualifying match between the
w0 countries national eams. We had a sstementat
the time since the game was a great opportunity to
nomualze relations between Turkey and Armenta.
But our statement moséy concemed the pikdes of
Turkey in hat regar.In Nahds, we and Arab atv-

h ' experiences.’ has
bythe activists.
vokces. It has been our matto to voke * etraordinary
* Inotherwords, weare ty-
ingoenable young civilian activss of he Middle East
10 Vo thelr aspirations.

Do you persanally have an edraordinary siory?

T grew up in 3 Kemalist environment in Ankara.
Until T'went to university, I did not have a friend who
ware 3 headscarf, my family did not have any fiends

Igrewup
of Tdamists who will take over the country. T was 15
when the Feb. 28 [1997] intervention [dubbed past-
modem coup] occurred, and T sersed something
Twasnat happy with
govemment at the time buta fightagainst those pdl-
should be the civilians” job, not
started reading columnists ke All Bayramog, Gukv
Gailetirk and Biyen Mahcupyan at the time, but Tstill
was nat fully aware of what was happening regard-
ing the Kurdish issue or the headscarf isue. Laker, T
started coming ogether with a group of pecple with
‘smilar coneems. We became the Young Qvillans T
read a public statement in Anlara alling for an end
1o milltary interventans. The Valit daily printed my
pleture an 1 front page the next day, and Iwasafiaid
picture.

My stance was itally againstthelrs
You hadyourown enlightenment period.
Definitely, ys, almost al of my school fends were

il Kemalits, and most of the tme Tvwas bonelyin my

pmey[nbedum,umammhmmm

wer

we shoukd be fad of? Now  have diferent crce of

friends. And then with Nahda, the Young Ovilans es-

tablishedties with the activits i the Middle Fast.

‘Hezbollah would lose an important
supporter, if the Syrian regime falls’
As violence across Syria continues, no doubt
the events are being watched closely in neigh-
boring Lebanon where you currently live. How
do you think events are unfolding in Syria as
you observe it from Lebanon?

Syran paits have been quite influentisl In
Lebanon especially through Hezbollah [which is the
Lebanese Shite Muslim milltant arganization sup-
ported by Syrta and Tran). Syria never wan's to lose
the influence it has in Lebanon. If the Syrian regime
ks Hezhallah's paiitcal and financial support nes
uid be senously hurt That s a life and death situ-
ation for Hezbollah. On the other hand, Syria was an
axcupational force in Lebanon for 30 years. The oc-

and presaure [afer the of
former Lebanese Prime Minister, Rafik Harir]. Syria s

‘Remember the Libyan
opposition that desperately
cried for foreign intervention;
itwas an elitist approach for
somebody in Turkey -- for
example, for an Istanbulite
who has all the comforts in
her/his life - to say that if the
Americans intervened, they
would bring imperialism
to Libya. It is like asking a
woman who calls the police
while she is being raped, what
if the police try to steal her
money after saving her?’

considered 1o be behind that assassination by the ma-
Jority of Lebanese peopie who were out an e streets
prokesting it There is a great animasity Yoward Syria in
Letann because of the occupation, Hart's assasi-
nation and the use of Hezbollah. In away, we can say
that Lebanan & asmal Syria without intense infight-
ing. However, when there were protests insupportof
Arabaanists in many small auntries in the Middle
East, there were none in Lebanon because they were
afraid of being warched andtargeted by Syrian agents.

There were still some small scale protests in
Lebanon in support of the Syrian o

Same pecple T knaw from Hezbollah in Lebanon

[Egyptian President Hosni] Mubarak to go Jong be-
fore [US President Barack] Ohama did. Turkey tried
o convince the Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to
actin a democratic way to the dismay of the Syrian
apposition. As it has bacome obvious that the Assad
regime woukd not take a step forward, Turkey started
1o implement policies to sanction the Asad regime.
Turkish nultary interference in Syria should be the
Lastoption, In my opinion. However, it 5 ot up to us.
10 say that; we can'tmake that decision.

‘Who cando that?

1t 55 up to the Syrian cppositian. Remember the
Libyan opposition that desperately cried for freign

P sy had pr
against the Syran regime. The Hezbollah adminis-
tration sometimes uses methods similar to those of

# was an elitst approach for somebody
in Turkey -- for example, an Isanbulte who has all
the camfarts In her/his Me -- 0 say hat f he Ameni-

the Syrian Muhaberat date opposing voices.
Letanese pecpleofien say that there area botof mem-
bers of Muhaberat in Lebanese cafesand other places
where people gather

Could there be a window of opportunity for
the Lebanese if the Assad regime falls?

¥ the Syrian regime ik, Hezbollah would lose
important suppart. In the palifcal strudture of Leba-
non, ethnic and politial badkgrounds are important.
According 1o the rudes, the president should beaMa-
ronite Christian, the prime minister should be a Sunni
Muslim and the speaker of the parliament should he
a Shite Musim. In the parlament, seats are divided
equally between Christians and Muslims, proportion-
ately between several denominations

The mater of religicus talance s a sensitive po-
iteal 52 in Letsnon and a natianal census has not
‘been condixted since 1920, before the founding of the
‘madem Lehanese state. Maronites, lgest among the
Christian sects and largely in control of the state ap-
paratus, are estimated to be about 30 percent of the
total population. The Muslim population s estimaied
at about &) percent including about ) pereent Shi-
ite whose palitical

they woud bring impertaliam toLb-

PROFILE

o -

‘Turkey’s democracy,
economy and culture
important for Arabs’

We know that Turkey 1s popuar on the Arab
street. What do you think makes Turkey at-
tractive forthe people of the Midde East?
Thvee tungs: s demodracy, economy and
cuture. For Arebs, Turkey has for years been
2 county with a miay guxdanship sEm
‘and strict secuatsm, and a country thet has
been alled with the Westem worts, he Areb

a® happler with ths mcent image. They see
thatpecpie-headscanedornat, Kuror Tuk,
Musim or not - - generaly ive n paace in Tur-
¥ey. They bke hat pictue of Turkey. Howerer,

thatis ciose Dthe Unted States and that infl-
enoes e Unied States and that Tuskey has
impesaistgoas inthe egon. And Iran's semi-
offcial rewspsper Keyhan cals Turkeya Sumi

i
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Can you see Tuskey being 8 model for
Arabcourtries?

Itis ot wise 1o present madymade mod-
e forany country. What Turkey can dois that.
1t can ik about s own mistakes. | would ke
10 mention that Beinst is Jess han wo hours
‘away From Turkey, but except for mysaff hew
Isnct asinge Tusksh studert atthe Amencan
Unwersy of Beintt There am severd Ames-
can students in Bans. 15 good that the aid
clich ofthe Turkish state, *| don'twant o bein
touich wth Tose Musim Arats” & gone. But,
we st haven 't made same necessary cannec-
tons itothe Midtie East

Do the Arab peaple realce that there are
s and downs in Turkish paltics 7Can they ol
low some of the political intricacies of Turley?

They do nct feel that a inensaly & we
do. They mostly see that Turkey hasbeenmak

ya It ke askng
ahe Is being raped that wht i the polic try to stesl
her maney afier saving her. Intematianal interven-

nyarezs. Them s siso
the issue of the joumalists who &€ n jai. A=
theyinjal becaiseof e atnties n miaon
Turkey has

gors are delicale matters. There L --the
example of Bosnia, and there are lost chances -- the
eample of Rwanda. The American Inkervention in
Eagset a bad example. We can say that bad money
drives out good, and anti-Americanism has been
strengthened in the regian since the Iragi invasion by
the United States. However, we shauld distingish
Eeteen appies and pears.

Turkey has been providing humanitarian aid for
the Syrian refugees. In addition, Tukey has always
10ld the world under what circumstances it can inter-
fere in Syrian affars. Firs of all, Ankara stated that an
intervention should be UN-hacked. One exeepton
1o that rule would be a massive migration flow from
Syria to Turley, and in that case, Turkey staked that
the establishment of a buffer 20ne along the Turkey-
Syria barder would be inavokisble. However, hopes
fora UNbacked oreign intevention ere ashed of-
eralack W Assad’s

sna
1o 15 populaton. However, they are miltrfy strong

Hary and economic strength with the fallof e Assad

regime. This is 1Bely to help Hezbollsh to take part

in Letanese pal#fcs a5 a avilian party. This could be
y for theLehx

‘American intervention in Irag
setabad example but...”

from Tur

Qhinese and Russian allies.

‘What if there is a NATO intervention, can
Turkey supportthat?

1t's a difficult question to answer. Perhaps all the
bargaining chips should be used before such an inter-
vention mes to the fore. After all has been dane, it
would be hard for Turkey to avold joining such an in-
tenention. Seaundly, the United States has no will to
Mmmsvm..spemnymngpm-aeampmod

The Amerk:

key. Do you think Turkey can meet their needs?

Turkey has been handling the ituaton quite well
since the Arab Spring started exept for some hesi-
tancy in regards to the tuation in Libya. Turkey has
been with the Arab pecple, not dictators. Turkey told

T think Turkey will sse (s soft power advantage for as
long,as possible, but this policy might also mean fhat
Turkey has noinfluence in the region. Therefore, Tex-
pect 10 see Turkey flexing its muscles at times. And
actually,that's what Turkey has been doing,

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

nat been good atteling the whoke sy 2hout

ok Inthe Guariian gves the iImpessionthat
Heant Dink [ Turksh journaist of Amenanar-
\@nwhowas assassinated in Janusry 2007 by
2 young uftranationaltst hrtman] was kiled by
the miling governmentof Turkey! More Turkish
Ioerais shoud wrte sboutthose issues I the.
Intemational media toprsent the full picture.
At the same tme, if Tutkey Tes to be a voios.
in the mgion, Tutkey's democrcy wil shwsys
be questoned, especial fts @proach to the
Kustish issue. Uriess Turkey changss the po-
Irical and socobgeal envronment that gves
way o the PHK [outwed Kuzistan Workers'
Pary], it wauid be hard to handie fhe Kusiish
tssue. Butl am hopefulin hat mgasl.

There have been news reports that the
Turkish goverment could renew its Kurd-
ish initiative in the spring.... And the spang
time might be the time when we might see
Assad's tall according to observers.

We bst valuzble tme In wnter n regards
todeaing wththe Kusish ssue,

and | hope we will nat have a new PKK n-
surgency in the spring, which is what usually
happens. When it comes toAssad, he Syrian
‘economy is callapsing, and 50 far here e
fewsigns that As sad will be abieto =gaincon-
1l of . The Synan opposition hopes that the

most populated oties, Damascus and Aleppo,
wil pin the fgt sgainst the Syrianregime, and
them are sgns thatthey mgit as hiose cties
look Increasngly dnuded over e upesing.
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Final farewell

Soldiers carrying coffins of their comrades, during a funeral procession, in Damascus yesterday. Funeral processions were held in Damascus and Latakia
for 10 army soldiers and security forces members who were allegedly targeted by armed groups.

ILgypt, Syria in titfor-tat recall of ambassadors

Regime forces deploy in tense Damascus neighbourhood and pound Homs for 15th straight day, killing four people

Gulf News Report

Dubai Syria yesterday re-
called its envoy in a tit-for-
tat move after Egypt with-
drew its ambassador to
Damascus, following last
week’s Arab League call to
halt diplomatic coopera-
tion with Syria.

Gulf states have already
withdrawn their ambassa-
dors from Damascus and
expelled Syrian envoys in
their capitals. Other Arabs
have made similar moves.

“The decision is a mes-
sage that Egypt is unsat-
isfied with the situation
in Syria as it is,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Amr

Rushdy said, the official
state news agency said. He
added that Egypt's envoy
would remain in Cairo un-
til further notice.

“Egypt subsequently
learned that the Syrian
government had decided to
recall its ambassador from
Cairo. We have no choice
but to respect this Syrian
decision,” he said.

He said Egypt was re-
sponding “step-by-step” to
the crisis and said Cairo had
been working in public and
behind the scenes to support
an Arab peace initiative,

Meanwhile, Syrian secu-
rity forces deployed heav-
ily in a tense Damascus

neighbourhood where a
mourner was shot dead
in the largest anti-regime
rally seen in the capital,
blunting calls for a “day of
defiance.”

Although the security
force deployment thwarted
attempts by activists to stage
new protests in Mazzeh
neighbourhood, scene of a
funeral Saturday that turned
into a huge anti-regime rally,
businesses there came to a
halt, activists said.

Most shops were shut in
Mazzeh as well as in the
neighbourhoods of Barzeh,
Qaboon, Kfar Sousa and
Jubar. Student demonstra-
tions had been expected in

Mazzeh but security forces
were deploved around
schools.

However, in central Da-
mascus shops were npcncd
as normal, while state tele-
vision showed live footage
from Mazzeh interviewing
people who claimed life
was proceeding normally.
Baba Amr shelled

Regime forces meanwhile
pounded the flashpoint
central city of Homs for
I5th straight day yesterday,
killing at least four people,
activists said, while official
Sana news agency reported
the murder of a prosecutor
and a judge in northwest-

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network

ern Idlib province. The
Baba Amr neighbourhood
of the defiant city of Homs
also came under sporadic
shelling by army forces
vesterday, the Observatory
said, adding that there was
heavy shooting in the area
of Bab Sbaa.

Saturday’s funerals in
Damascus were for four
people, including two teen-
agers, killed the previous
day when security forces
fired on protesters in Maz-
zeh district which houses
many government offices
and embassies, according
to human rights group and
activists.

See also Pages 12 & 13
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The Khaleej Times (EAU / UAE)

Syria’s ancient desertci
besieged, say residents

Army shoots at anything that moves from the historic citadel

BEIRUT — The Syrian army has
been laying siege to the ancient city
of Palmyra, a world heritage site,
since early February and shooting
at anything that moves from a his-
toric citadel, residents say.

“Palmyra is surrounded by the
army from all fronts: the Arab cita-
del, the olive and palm tree groves,
the desert, the city,” one resident
told AFP by telephone, adding that
the operation began on February 4.

Security forces have set up camp
in the citadel which overlooks the
Roman ruins and the city of some
60,000 people, said the resident
who asked not to be identified for
fear of reprisals.

“Machinegun fire rains down
from the citadel at anything that
moves in the ruins because they
think it is rebels,” he added.

Palmyra’s pristine Roman ruins
set off by dramatic desert sunrises
and sunsets have earned it the sta-
tus of a Unesco protected world
heritage site.

It was a key tourist attraction in
Syria before unrest against the re-
gime of President Bashar al-Assad
erupted 11 months ago. Human
rights groups say more than 6,000
people have been killed in the
country since mid-March last year.

Other Palmyra residents told
AFP said that hundreds of people
have fled the city for safety after
reports emerged that several local
figures have been killed by regime
forces.

Adnan Al Kabir, whose family
owns the Al Waha (Oasis) Hotel in
the heart of the city, was among
three civilians killed by the army,
three different sources said.

A YouTube video shows Kabir
with a wound to the head appar-
ently caused by gunfire. Friends
who knew him identified Kabir in
interviews with AFP.

“The majority of the young men
have left or are trying to leave, fear-
ing detention. Only elders and state
employees stayed behind,” said an-
other resident who managed to
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Picture shows Roman ruins of Palmyra, 220km northeast of the Syrian capital Damascus.— AFP file

sneak out of Palmyra. Women and
girls have been spirited off to safer
locations for fear they would be
raped by “soldiers who hold noth-
ing sacred,” he said, speaking from
aneighbouring country.

Although communications with
Palmyra were severed at the start
of the campaign, those residents
who have managed to get out spoke
of daily machinegun and tank fire.

Hundreds of people have fled
from the desert city that carved its
place in the history books as a cara-
van stop on the ancient Silk Road
and as the home of legendary
Queen Zenobia who defied Rome
in the third century AD.

“People related and unrelated to
rebels are fleeing because security
forces are detaining people at ran-

dom,” said one resident who fled to
neighbouring Jordan.

He said he saw tanks and check-
points all around the city.

Security forces have also set up
checkpoints within Palmyra itself,
stopping traffic at gunpoint, check-
ing cars and detaining men be-
tween the age of 20 and 40, said
another resident who escaped from
the city.

“Many people have disappeared,
we don’t know if they are dead or
detained,” said the 31-year-old
who was able to get out after five
days of siege.

Tanks were also deployed near
the Roman ruins at the entrance to
Palmyra — a desert city known as
Tadmur in Arabic. According to
residents, regime forces have de-

stroyed and set ablaze several ol-
ive, palm and date groves using
tank and machinegun fire.

“All our resources are concen-
trated in the gardens: our olives,
our dates,” said one resident who
fled after security forces stormed
and destroyed his garden.

“The gardens near the ruins
were hit the hardest. People will
have to plant again and wait for 10
years before they see a good season
again,” another man said.

Anti-regime activists, mostly
loosely organised local youths, had
been using the gardens as a meet-
ing point, residents said.

Until this month Palmyra had
been spared the deadly violence in
the Assad regime’s crackdown on
dissent, according to activists—AFP
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Times of Oman

Syria conflict resembles
Bosnia’s war-tomm past

JERUSALEM:Cold-bloodedsnip-
er killings, indiscriminate shelling,
surgery by flashlight, death, fear
and hunger in a darkened city un-
der the ruthless hammer of a supe-
rior force.

In its random cruelty, the con-
flict in Syria starts to resemble the
war in Bosnia 20 years ago, when
Serb, Muslim and Croat forces tore
the Balkan country apart and the
besieged people of Sarajevo buried
thousands of dead in sports fields.

Bosnia’s carnage was broadcast
globally month after month by 24-
hour satellite television news then
in its early days. The slaughter in
the Syrian city of Homs has been
playing out to the world almost
hourly on mobile phone and ama-
teur video.

Images of dead babies, severed
limbs, blood running in the gut-
ters and people driven mad by grief

provoke horror, followed by
demands for armed foreign
intervention.

Intervention did come to Bosnia,
but so hesitantly that the agony
of its people went on for nearly 4
years, in which tens of thousands
were killed and a million lost
their homes.

Western powers who finally
stopped the slaughter say they have
no intention of going into Syria, a
move that would have incalculable
consequences in a volatile region.

Bosnia was a small republic of
Yugoslavia, a European crisis on
Nato’s doorstep. Syria is a ma-
jor Arab republic with powerful
friends in Russia and Iran, situated
on astrategic crossroads.

The most readily recognisable
common denominator between
them is the Soviet-era T-72 tank.
It has smashed its way into cit-
ies to crush lightly-armed rebels
and civilians alike in 11 months of
suppression by Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad.

There is an air of deja vu about
these scenes and the “humanitari-
an” remedies now being demanded,
aid missions which in Bosnia led
inexorably to armed intervention.

“The Bosnian War and the con-
flictin Syriaare different in nature,”
say Soner Cagaptay and Andrew

Egypt recalls envoy to Syria

CAIRO: Egypt recalled its am-
bassador to Damascus yester-
day, state media reported, the
latest move by an Arab state
toisolate President Bashar
Al Assad and pressure him to
haltaviolent crackdown on
protestors.

The Foreign Ministry also
said the Syrian government
had decided to recall its am-
bassador to Cairo. There was
no immediate official Syrian
comment.

Egypt’s move follows last
week’s Arab League call for
Arab states to halt diplomatic

Tabler of The Washington Insti-
tute. But “any international groups
looking to provide humanitarian
intervention to protect vulnerable
civilians in enclaves ‘liberated’ by
the opposition (in Syria) should
draw on lessons from Bosnia
in the 1990s”.

International force

Those lessons show it would re-
quire an international force pro-
tected by air power and with aman-
date to shoot back.

It would likely be Nato-led,
headed by a Muslim general from
Nato member Turkey, Syria’s
northern neighbour, and including
Arab units.

Turkey months ago called for
safe havens for Syrians, and is now
collaborating with the Arab League
and France. At least 5,500 Syrians
have been killed in 11 months, the
UN says.

A “Friends of Syria” meeting to
be held with Arab states in Tuni-
sia on Feb. 24 “will produce a very
strong message of solidarity with
the Syrian people and also a warn-
ing for the Syrian regime”, says
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu.

Nato Secretary-General Anders

cooperation with Syria.

Gulf states, leading the
drive against Assad, have
already withdrawn their
ambassadors from Damascus
and expelled Syrian envoys
in their capitals. Other Arabs
have made similar moves.

“The decision is amessage
that Egypt is unsatisfied with
the situation in Syria as it is,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Amr Rushdy said, the official
state news agency reported.
He added that Egypt’s envoy
would remain in Cairo until
further notice. - Reuters

Fogh Rasmussen says that, even
with a UN mandate and Arab back-
ing, he doubts the alliance would
get involved. Yet as Bosnia showed,
policies can change.

“We got no dog in this fight,” US
Secretary of State James Baker fa-
mously said in 1991 after a failed
mission to stop the bloody disinte-
gration of Yugoslavia which ignited
Bosnia’s war.

But when it turned into Europe’s
worst conflict since World War
Two, Nato did get into the fight,
starting with a token 50 peace-
keepers but ending with 100,000 in
the country, after bombing Bosnian
Serb heavy weapons to impose a
peace settlement.

It took five years and over 100
United Nations Security Council
resolutions to extinguish the war
the United Nations had hoped
would end in the summer of 1992.
It ended in the winter of 1995, with
more than 100,000 dead and entire
cities destroyed. -reuters

'HAVE YOUR SAY

Sendus your comments at

| facebook.com/timesoforan

wid blog.timesofoman.com
haveyoursay@timesofoman.com
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Masses surround the coffins of demonstrators, whom activists said were Killed by regime forces, during a mass funeral in Damascus

Funeral turns into a bloody crackdown

SUSAN MIGG
MAZZEH, DAMASCUS

THE first gunshot, the officer’s
signal to Syrian troops, wenl al-
most unheard among the songs
and chantsof the thousandsin the
rebel funeral procession.

The funeral — for at least three
men killed by security forcesaday
carlier at an anti-government
demonstration in the central
Damascus district of Mazzeh —
had quickly become one of the
largest protests in the capital.

Women, some clutching their
babies, followed the three green
coffins, sending the Islamic mar-
tvrs off to heaven on Saturday
night (AEDT). Suddenly the air
filled with gunfire and screams
from the crowd.

“They are shooting. Oh my
God, they are shooting,” screamed
a woman, grabbing her five-year-
old girl from the ground.

Live rounds smacked into shop
walls and hissed overhead, A
stampede of up 1o 15,000 people
pushed and scrambled over each
other, gripped by a blind panic to
get offthe street.

As we ran down alleyways, the
echoes among the apartment
blocks around made it impossible
to tell the direction of the gunfire.
The security forces and the Sha-
biha, the feared paramilitary sup-
porters of the regime, blocked the
exits. Snipers, dotted across the
central neighbourhood of Maz-
zeh, fired from rooftops.

Raja, 23, a university student
from Damascus, dived into the
open doorway of a four-floor
apartment block. Her breath
panting, looking wildly up the
street, she screamed for her
17-year-old sister, Noor.

Grabbing Noor’s hand, they
ran up the stairs and found the
open front door of an apartment
where the elderly woman owner
was allowing the rebels to hide.

A crush of men filled the hall-
way lo protect the entrance, while
a dozen women shellered inside.
In the kitchen, a young girl wiped
a bleeding graze on her cheek
fromwhere she had fallen on con-
crete in the escape, while mothers
nursed crying toddlers.

Two leenage girls hugged each
other, sobbing uncontrollably. A
skinny girl with wide eyessaton a

chairin the corner, trying todrink
from a glass but spilling it every-
where as her hands shook from
shock and fear.

They had not expected the
protest to become violent, Raja
said. “We had an agreement with
the security forces that we would
not say anything against Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, and that
they would not shoot.”

Producing a revolutionary flag
at the procession prompted the
crackdown, Noor said. As news of
the violence was broadcast on al-
Jazeera, the mobile telephone sys-
tems crashed as thousands of
people called, desperate to know
whether loved ones were safe.

Outside, the gunfire had be-
come methodical.

T'he short bursts sounded tar-
geted, aimed at smaller groups of
men as they tried Lo escape from
the streel.

“They have killed someone. A
voung man from Mazzeh,” said
Raja, after a telephone call from a
friend who said she had seen the
man hit from the window of a
nearby apartment.

“They have arrested hundreds
of people. They have blocked the

roads. Any man they find is being
taken away.”

Suddenly the apartment was
plunged into darkness as the city’s
power cut out, Hearing footsteps
on the stairwell, the women fell
into deathly silence.

“The Shabiha are in the build-
ing.” whispered Noor.

Housing aforeignjournalistisa
crime in Syria. Quickly, they
found a place to hide me —
covered in children’s cuddly toys
inaspotbehind ababies' cot. “Stay
there, don't savaword,” said Noor.

Clutching AK 47s,menin khaki
military uniform and leather
boots patrolled the stairwell in
search of protesters. As the foot-
steps faded away, Raja’s friend
telephoned to say the security
forceswere running houseraidsin
aneighbouring streel.

It was time 1o leave. A relative
drove his car through the narrow
streel o the doorway, letting the
girls jump in, then quickly drove
through back roads to avoid the
security checkpoints.

Back on the main road, soldiers
filled five parked coaches
watching and waiting should
there beany further unrest.

Réseau Voltaire / Voltairenet.org / Voltaire Network



Lundi 20 février 2012, #55, p. 39 / Monday, February 20, 2012, #55, p. 39
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General Assembly Resolution
Overcomes ‘No’ Vote on Syria

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russia opposed a draft resolution on
Syria at the UN General Assembly on
Thursday, joining 11 other countries in
voting “no.”

Despite Russian opposition, however,
the General Assembly overwhelmingly
approved the resolution, which endorses
an Arab League plan calling for Syrian
President Bashar Assad to step aside.

“Today, the UN General Assem-
bly sent a clear message to the people of
Syria: The world is with you,” U.S. Am-
bassador to the United Nations Susan
Rice said in a statement.

The resolution, similar to one Russia
and China vetoed in the Security Coun-
cil on Feb. 4, received 137 votes in favor,
12 against and 17 abstentions, although
three countries said their votes failed to
register on the electronic board.

Unlike in the Security Council, there
are no vetoes in the General Assembly,
but its decisions lack the legal force of
council resolutions.

Deputy Foreign Minister Gennady
Gatilov said the new document differs
little from the Security Council resolu-
tion that Russia and China vetoed.

“We can’t vote for that resolution be-
cause it still remains unbalanced,” Gati-
lov said, Russian news agencies reported.
“It directs all the demands at the govern-
ment and says nothing about the oppo-
sition.”

General Assembly resolutions are
nonbinding, but they reflect world opin-
ion on major issues. Supporters of the
Arab-sponsored resolution hoped for a
high “yes” vote to deliver a strong mes-
sage to Assad’s regime.

Arab countries rejected amendments
to the resolution proposed by Russia.
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