L.a Russie laissera t-elle les USA
entrer en guerre a la mi-janvier ?

REVUE DE PRESSE SYRIE
Vendredi 16 décembre 2011

La presse atlantiste met en valeur le dernier rapport de Human Right Watch, By All
Means Necessary /, selon lequel des crimes contre 'humanité auraient été commis
sous l'autorité du président Bachar el-Assad. A aucun moment la presse ne
s’interroge sur les auteurs ou la méthode de ce rapport.

La presse atlantiste accueille la proposition de résolution russe au Conseil de
sécurité comme un ralliement de Moscou aux théses de Washington. Pourtant, lwes
journaux ne disposent pas du texte du document, mais uniquement de quelques
phrases citées par Reuters.

La presse canadienne relaye I'appel de son ministre des Affaires étrangeres a tous
ses ressortissants de quitter la Syrie au plus tard a la mi-janvier, date a laquelle
leur évacuation deviendra problématique. Il n’est pas précisé a quel cataclysme
pourrait correspondre cette date

 L’éditorialiste du Washington Post, Jim Hoagland, revient sur la World Policy
Conference organisée par I'Institut francais des relations internationales (IFRI) a
Vienne. Il feint de s’étonner du consensus entre le prince Turki d’Arabie saoudite
et le ministre de la Défense israélien, Ehud Barak, a propos de la Syrie. L’'un et
I'autre pensent la chute de Bachar el-Assad inévitable parce qu’il n’est plus
possible de gouverner comme avant, en réprimant dans le sang les mouvements
de révolte.

« Charles Glass rappelle dans The National que les Etats-Unis ont une histoire de
changement de régime en Syrie. En 1949, la CIA organisa le coup d’Etat militaire
du colonel Zaim, afin que I’Aramco puisse construire un pipe-line trans-syrien.
Toutefois, ce coup ouvrit une période d’instabilité, Zaim ayant été lui méme
renversé un mois plus tard. La CIA tenta deux autres changements de régime
(Operation Straggle et Operation Wappen) qui échouerent. Cette époque prit fin
avec le coup d’Etat d’'Hafez el-Assad, en 1970, qui apporta la stabilité a la Syrie a
défaut de lui offrir la liberté.
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Le Monde (France)

L'appareil répressif syrien détaillé
par un rapport de Human Rights Watch

L'organisation de défense des droits de 'homme liste les responsables militaires mis en cause

des bourreaux que traite le

nouveaurapport de [ organt-
sation de défense des droits de
I'bomme Human Rights Watch
(HRW), publié jeud! 15 décembre.
Ce document - Intitulé « Par tous
les moyens nécessalrese —est, 2 ce
Jour, Fétude la plus détaliée sur
les responisables au jour le jour de
la répression et sur k2 fagon dont
elle est menée.

Plus de {000 personnes ont &6
tuées deputs Je début du souléve-
ment en Syrie, le 1mars 201}
d'aprés une estimation des
Nations unies. Sans compter plus
d'un millier de membres des for-
cesdel'ordre tués par les insurpés,
selon Je régime de Bachar
AlAssad, qui attribue les troubles
ades« bandesarmées », dobédien-
ce «salafistes ou « [damistes,
« financées parl'dranger».

HRW s'efforce de remettre les
choses et Ihistotre 3 leur place.
Cest bien ke gouvernement syrten
qul a commencé par réprimer
dansle sang une protestation padt-
fique. Les embuscades mendes
contre les forces de sécurité par
des déserteurs - regroupés dans
FArmée libre de Syrie (ALS) - et des
ctvils armés ne sont intervenues
queplustard, en représatlles et par
désespolr.

L'étudede 'ONG américaine est
basée sur les Interviews de
63déserteurs de F'armée syrienne,
en Syrie, ainsi que dans les pays
voisins (Jordande, Liban, Turquie).
Les faits relatés couvrent sept des
quatorze gouvernarats en Syrie
« Nous rfavons pas pu envoyer de
chercheur en Syrjeenrafson des cir-
constances, explique Ole Sclvang,
T'un des deux auteurs du rapport
mafs nous disposons d'un réseau
d'infarmateurs sur place »

Les entretiens, réalisés séparé-
ment et confrontés 3 des témolk-
gnages de victimes ou de témolns,
confirment le systématisme et
Fampleur de k2 répression. Des le
début des manifestations, les
ordres consistalent 3 tirer pour
tuer ; en fait, 3 forcer les manifes-
tants 3 rentrer chez eux s partous
les moyerss. Plusieurs déserteurs

ont personnellement entendu les

C e est pas des victimes mats

Les corps de 25 hommes, tués par des « terroristess selon les autorités syriennes, sont conservés
dans une chambre froide, 2 Homs, fin novembre. swe nsoas

commandants de leur unité don-
ner ce genre d ordre : Je général de
brigade Jaoudat Ibrahim Safi etle
genéral Alf Durgham, de la IV brt-
gade, les colonels Qousal Mihoub
et Souhell Hassan, des renselgne-
ments de Farmée de lalz, Je géné-
ral de brigade Ramadan Mah-
moud Ramadan, du 35 régtment
des forces spéciales.

Des témoins acousent Jecolonel
Sarmd Abdelkarim Al (171" batatllon)
davolr tué unadolescent de 16 ans.
La liste des gradés mis en cause, en
annexe du rapport, est ongue ot
détadllée. Elle pourrait donner Beu
3 des poarsultes devant la justice
Intermationale.

Daprés Ole Solvang, les servi-
cesde renseignement (les mowkha-
barat, en arabe) jouent un role de
premier plan dans k2 répression :
« Selon les témofgnages gue nous
avons recucillis les soldat s sont pla-
cés en premiere ligne. Leurs offF
clers et les services de rensejgne-
ment s=tiennent al'arriére. Les sol-
dats sont comvaincus gque s'lis
n'obéissent pas s seromt cux-
mémes tués. Nous avons recensé
hut cas de désertews témofns de
teds incidents. »

Les services de renseignement
procédent aussi 3 la majorite des
arrestations et des interrogatot
res. [ls ont cuvert de multiples
Beux de détention, ou la torture
est pratiquée couramment. Par-
mi les multiples agences des
moukhabarat syriens, les renset-
gonements militatres et les renset-
gnements de larmée de Fair sem-

« Le président Assad
estresponsable en
tant que commandant

enchefdel'armée»
Ole Solvang
Human Rights Watch

blent les plus actifs. Ces derniers
sont chargés de b sécurité de 2
capttale, Damas. Au sein de l'ar-
meée, les forces spéciales et la
IV division, dirigée de facto par
Maher Al-Assad, frére du prést
dent, sont les plus zdées.

Enfin leschabha sontle trotsie-
me pilier de 2 répression en Syrie.
1 est diffictle d évaluer le nombre
deces miliciens civtls armés, recru-
tés dans Jes milieux alaouites pau-

Voltairenet.org

vres, la communauté d'origine de
2 famille Assad, et des cadres de
Farmée et des renseignements « [l
¥ a encore begucoup d'interroga
tjons sur qui sontvrafiment les“cha-
biha , qui kes commande, polnte
M. Solvang Les soldats n'ont pasde
contacts directs avec eux. Majs § est
evident qu'ils sont chargés des
pires besognes. »

HEW ne dispose pas de témat-
pnage mettant en cause les respon-
sables palitiques, mals vendanjer
ressart, le président Assad est res
ponsable en tant gue comman-
dant en chef del'armées, souligne
M. Solvang dont lorganisation
recommande b satsine de la Cour
pénale Internationale par le
Consell de sécurtté de FTONU.

Son rapport contredit directe
ment les propos tenus par ke prést
dent Bachar Ak Assad, surlachaine
américaine ABC News, le 7décem-
bre, dans laquelle il niaitavolrdon-
né lordre de tuer aux forces de
sécurité Ces déclarations éajent
sans doute une précaution destt
née A éviter toute éventuelle mise
en cause, un jour, devant la pustice
internationale. »

CrmrsTOPME AYAD
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Libération (France)

La régime syrien dans
le viseur international

CRIMES Alors qu'un rapport de Human Rights Watch
accable Damas, la Russie dépose une résolution a 1'ONU.
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Le Figaro (France)
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La Croix (France)
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ABC (Espagne)

Un grupo de insurgentes sirios hace un alto en el combate

DANIEL IRIARTE

Los rebeldes sirios suenan con una intervencion de la
Alianza, pero asumen que ésta no vendrd nunca

«jQue la OTAN los machaque!»

DANIEL IRIARTE
YEBEL ZAWI (SIRIA)
ENVIADO ESPECIAL

:.
&
I sonido de las ametrallado-
ras se escucha cada vez mas
cerca, y el pequeno pelotén
del capitan Homsi se parape-
ta tras una tapia para protegerse de
las balas, que pasan silbando sobre
sus cabezas. Enfrente, en la otra coli-
na, los soldados leales al presidente
Basharal-Assad han consolidado sus
posiciones y disparan contra la pe-
quena localidad rebelde de Idlitab. El
pelirrojo Mustafd se asienta detras
de un muro de piedrasy desliza el ca-
non de su rifle por un hueco. Es el
francotirador del grupo. Cuando dis-
para, el sonido nos golpea por sorpre-
sa, como una pequena explosion.
«¢Ese ruido? ;Son los bombardeos
de la OTAN!», bromean los soldados.
«jAhora ganamos seguro!», dicen en-
tre carcajadas. Porque esa cuestion,
el apoyo de la OTAN (o mas bien, la
falta de él) a los rebeldes sirios se ha
convertidoen unode los temas favori-
tos de conversacion de los insurgen-
tes con los periodistas extranjeros.
«De ese asunto, noestamos autori-

zados a opinar», nos cuenta el mayor
Ismail. «Solo el coronel Riad al-
Asaad (lider del Ejército Sirio Libre)
puede hablar sobre estos temas», se
disculpa. Pero aqui, en mitad del tiro-
teo, sus companeros son menos dis-
cretos. «;Claro que queremos una
zona de exclusion aérea! jY que ma-
chaquen a los “assadistas”, como en
Libia!», dice uno de los soldados. Los
demas asienten. Es una opinion ex-

tendida entre los insurgentes, que
ven cémo combatientes y civiles
caen bajo las balas de las fuerzas de
seguridad sirias sin que Al-Assad
haya dado muestras de flaquear.

Tal vez por ello, los desertores es-
tan obsesionados con su imagen. El
régimen insiste en que los culpables
de la violencia son «terroristas», en
sumayoria extranjeros, una idea que
hasido recogida porla prensa guber-

Guerra de imagen

«¢Te parecemos
terroristas? Mira, este era
policia antes, y aquel, de la
Seguridad del Estado»

Armas anticuadas

A lo largo de todos estos
dias no hemos visto mas
armas que viejos
kalashnikov

namental rusa, irani y venezolana.
«;Te parecemos terroristas? Mira,
este era policia antes, aquel era de la
Seguridad del Estado, los demas éra-
mos militares», dice el mayor Hayu-
ni. «Somos patriotas que nos hemos
rebelado contrala dictadura», asegu-
ra. Ylociertoes quela inmensa mayo-
ria de los combatientes del Ejército
Sirio Libre son antiguos miembros
de las fuerzas de seguridad, aunque
algunos, segin ha constatado ABC,
son civiles que han decidido tomar
las armas en los Gltimos meses. «Es-
tad atentos. Hemos recibido informa-
cién de que un grupo de soldados po-
dria intentar pasarse hoy a nuestras
filas a través de estos campos. Ten-
dremos que cubrirles con nuestro fue-
go», les dice el capitin Homsi a sus
soldados.

El goteo de deserciones esconstan-
te. Muchos ex miembros de las fuer-
zas de seguridad siguen en contacto
con sus antiguos companeros, tratan-
do de convencerles de que cambien
de bando. Pero las oportunidades
son escasas, y el castigo, muy cruel:
los desertores que fracasan son muti-
lados y torturados hasta la muerte.
Aquellos quelo logran son instados a
grabar un video en el que muestran
sus viejas identificaciones.

La ausencia de armas es otra de las
fijaciones de estos hombres. A pesarde
los rumores del posible apoyo de algu-
nos paises dela OTAN al ESL, ni ABC ni
ninguno delos periodistas enlaszonas
rebeldes ha podido constatar la exis-
tencia de otro armamento que viejos
kalashnikov y algunos rifles turcos de
fabricacion belga.

ARGENTINA

anos. El juez federal

ISRAEL

de Mitzpe Yitzhar». El

Fotografias
inéditas de
desaparecidos

CARMEN DE CARLOS

La Comisién Interamerica-
na de Derechos Humanos
entrego ayer a la Justicia
cerca de 150 fotografias
de detenidos desapareci-
dos, arrojados al mar
vivos. El «paquete» de
imagenes, algunas bruta-
les y con signos de tortu-
ra, estuvo archivado 32

Sergio Torres utilizara el
material en el marco de la
denominada «mega
causa» de la Esma (Escue-
la Mecanica de la Arma-
da), un instituto de
formacion militar conside-
rado el mayor centro
clandestino de extermi-
nio del régimen. La
carpeta contiene instanta-
neas de 130 cadaveres
hallados en las costas
uruguayas entre 1976 y
1979. Algunos cuerpos
aparecen maniatados,
con quemadurasy des-
membrados.

Voltairenet.org

Colonos radicales
queman una
mezquita

Varios colonos judios
prendieron fuego ayer a
una mezquita en Burqa,
un pueblo de Cisjordania,
situada cerca de un
asentamiento, seglin
testigos citados por la
agencia de noticias pales-
tina WAFA. Ademas,
realizaron pintadas en
hebreo en las paredes del
edificio, donde escribie-
ron «guerra» y «Colonos

alcalde de Burqa, Abed
al-Qader Sumarin, decla-
ré alaradio Voz de

| Palestina que los colonos
| provocaron un incendio
| enlatercera planta de la

mezquita de Al Nur
durante la madrugadayel

| fuego dané el interior. El

ministro de Asuntos
Religiosos, Mahmud
al-Habash,dijo que «por
suerte el incendio fue

| provocado poco antes de

la oracion del amanecery
las personas que llegaron
ala mezquita loextinguie-

| ron», informa Reuters.
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Killing of

27 Syrian
soldiers
reported

MICHAEL JANSEN

SYRIAN ARMY defectors bane
Kilod ar Beast 2V Jovalive soklwrs
amd security personne | durmg High
tag @ the seuthern provinee of
Deraar, nccording 2o the London-
hared  Syrian story for
Human Rights

I the 1ol & confermed. this
wonld be one of the highest daly
tolk for Sycse goversnee ot foroes

¢ duning nine months off unrest,

The shootings of troogs b defe
tors ceincided with pubbcation «f
an BE-page report b Human
Rights Warch, which said §
army commanders bhad ered
woogs 1o fire indsoriminarely at
ey ptaxc] profesions.

The report. By AN Mooz, in
erviews with GO deseriers, said
they bad samed 74 milnary and
security officers “who allegedly
orderad, suthoriwed ur condoned
widespread killings, tortwre and
un\mﬂul‘mnls'.

Anea Newtal, asseCiale devctor
for emergenaes at Huaman Righes
Warch, sald “Defecrors gnve s
names, ranks and posations of
those who give the orders to shoot
and KL and cach and ewery o6
cial mamed in this report, wp 10 the
very Mghest levels of the Syrian
government, shosld amewer for
ther crmes againss the Synan
people.”

Ms Newstal recommwnded that
the UN Security Coundll “shoukd
easure accounsability by refern
Syrer to the Imernatianal Crimi
Court™.

“The defectons stal ements heare
no @oubt that the Syrian security
forces commmitted wadeigeond and
systematic abuses, mchading kil
s, srbelrary detention ssd tor
tre, as part of state pelicy,” the
group sald.

All the defoctors Interviewed
said shere were stand ing orders 1o
halt protests "by all mecans neces
sary” dunayg beielmmgs 0 s
ahead of deploymem.

The dosorers sald they imerpee
ted ther as “authormation o wse
keehal force”. Ther ponted sut
that thay baod bovs besd wath live
ammunition rather than mexre
ments for orowd commrdd. Accord-
g 10 the defoctors, ey wore old
they woudd not be heM occcuneahble.

“In some Cases, officers . . . par
topased m the kilbmgs,” Human
Rgghis Waach stated.

The Ssrias govesrnment has
blamed armed gangs supported
from abrood for the viokence,
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! L3 2!; =Sx3

UPRISING IN SYRIA \55:}{55;3 £gq223
. FERMETIHGT
Canadians 2yiEiiisciady
| EERSESEST 6, F

urged to Eipsisipizicis
: S LR f R

leave Syria S E Jz‘%ésgég
. § <z Ez§BeEfiz=33
as violence (SR iiscgaisi]

escalates

3 z £ s
=s3 S =NeE S22
35c 3§zzigsiss

CAMPBELL CLARK OTTAWA | ESE §3 ;3 £ ¥ 353
S LT MITE

Canada is urging citizens in Syria | 9S8 ga43JESE_33 3
to leave now, hinting the Damas- & ’é‘ "R -: ;_g'? £32E53
cus embassy might shut and 5% £ F=§5E5E3:T3
warning the rise in violence and -_: =3 ug 5’; £ i EFE=s
reduction in flights out could trig- Za ff AT Pt
ger a scramble to flee. , -}f;g:’;!ﬁ 575:535
The roughly 5,000 Canadiansin | 2888 TXF5E=55%8

Syria should take the escalation

of violent clashes between the L8 _2, - BR -2 2
Syrian military and army defec- ‘ § Ao X YES TR 43 3
tors as the smell of smoke in a 5L 53 258 3%%%ip:
house, Foreign Affairs Minister 2 ‘:.'3 = X ; “8: 3‘35 -
John Baird said: “Don’t wait until vl STE 25=gTs
the house is engulfed in flames.” -‘-s‘é £3 - _! £ 48 .40°
The warning comes amid signs s g ,:,. ﬁ s -5 F=ei*%}
that Syrian President Bashar al- Llsw 45 i =3 S *é b 9
Assad’s crackdown on protests, sa=2E = _2_ ' § ETES 2
which have killed an estimated leulzgdSEEREEES2
5,000 people, may be tipping the ! éz E 53 dw ~ =£ S23el
country into civil war. Syrian | B i SN 3GET g 3533
army defectors killed 27 soldiers i
Thursday in co-ordinated attacks,
according to London-based op- g3

position group, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights.

Mr. Baird has been warning Ca-
nadians in Syria to leave since Oc-
tober. But an increase in violence,
combined with sanctions that
have reduced the number of
flights out of the country, have
sparked Ottawa to declare a “vol-
untary evacuation.” Mr. Baird
urged Canadians to get travel doc-
uments before it is too late, and to

™ o

for trmved documents ar
| ot warm that, shisd! Ca

untd fan 54, The starh eaxta
s sty I Sprka, we Wil e

e e, e sl s [nkemdod
e avoid & stiation whese “our
capacity coudd be very radaed

corbvony will offer thal service
without warming *

He safd seanm are being st up

in Ottawas o expadite 1

10 help citheens and Ihelr Lam)

might not be open much longer
s get out.

e, and that the Damsascin

Baird’s warning that embassy might be closed more pointed than usual

get a flight out. ’é:?e" 5. 1+ 3

The timing of Ottawa’s warning § gze2Sf=22z 223
is aimed at avoiding the mad - “jé; g Sy ; 2 .:; E
scramble to evacuate citizens that "i vdEis F=E35% k22
occurred in Lebanon in 2006 and Rrifd2Eiiz: =35
in Libya earlier this year. Sanc- e B2 24 E‘ g2z 455
tions imposed by the Arab League = é_:‘_' LuEs % cRE §53
are already reducing the number : L] cx85za%x ; g SZE
of flights out of Syria, prompting ® g 2 = ;2 -9 8% ¥ Sg
fears seats might not be available | g T iES 22 g F24%2
when Canadians choose to leave. | & &3 2z. S nassl
Syria, Page 4 B |RNITEETI2sE333
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Moscou sort de son inaction et propose une

lution au Conseil de sécurité surla S
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o 1344 0L N3U
PO A e s e i 8
Py ass b nana
P ¢ e 20ge 82 a5 s
Eodyog I par gy 3 posdoss
) pevy popede vaoend 2xge ‘o
M) U8 PN S b e sy
L o s RLL LR L L L R )
e pad ey g« 0 aoay
 Awel VPoA BOX T vPuR
PO AN D VgL 23T X3 85
SV RS (NN A CR R 0 e
Hw oy Poms ST e e dapang
LY SXyes © e LT Py

MR aw w xaes mos 2y
S0 w0 ey
PR ¥ A1V P g 0 sy
200 ST e MaR SR B 2R
EL3 | OUOARE 24 POOSTIRGEE ¥ 0 AN
jo1end o a0y el 2 Ty,
portd a0 g QR0 5
WIgndaoe e, B epgna
X3 s e graydp uosawy,
b, 1.1?...- wireid poas
g ovmodesy o Gdim wigy m
IRAS RMOOOS i On ) g sy
v A pesanp oo wioy
Tagesoow oquegre anudy §3 20009

2 o peogdady Sapepw
sl [, G a0agis g SO
QRO ggw iR A0 M)
sodoad op wikg o Apeq weps ()
20 e foxdioen poge ey
WRoed 52 Lepopess ) poey
ROV AN S saoem head
Oy Sy pesadosd wargieas jowen
§pOgas ¥ WERT) QAw v iy
29 B MDD [1Mn) ooy
B PR T AUl YRy ey reey
I LR e A Ay ey
R e T e T
w43 3414 P WRTN PO Xy

e Rappe polioed wogmon X3 we
AN B4 DN S, PN PRl
WA PR TR ARy e
FEN) RGO Aon B2 R | raes S
FITEA BE_ 2A0a 39 haynr]
aoeiadad Py oS L), Weaeend 23
e N0m et aw Qupadey Ay
2 ag penn ey,
WS P AW W
Peed e 8 odou 2y 80 ey
xg vows ey g xleryquy o
SN POumgs o) SLaany v g S0 N
VR 2 Spep o Sand S oy
R0y S RNy

21 dn LW 2 0 A0S TISS 51 oy
O B pemdon g rrory eg
e M R N el
SN adOmiy e SRS D ey
wdapey, pe soeir) eg)
VR 200 TRty GAN 10
O by Sy e e | (e Gy
W0 Smp a0 Ceasg 'S )
Phao x) ¥ Lupp
1OPE NG R IRIN N 29 poasd
A WGEIL PR feaes
O i e Briiade o g0 L
YL REE PR IR e 0
PRAS| a3 VEEE R PR X

230 w1 pogry e X1 o §Roy 23
BIALIIO (T e P Arpamy) 20w
S0 Futeesd pre e UK O Rt o
P BN W OPEaR ROEEe 0
LAY P SN R e e L
FROEEARD SrpeEy) ey s

SWNOUE [JO] 19p 5%
nonoosas posodord a1
UD MOOSO Y I M DM
01 sadog uoRTuTgse A

BLIAQ UO JJRIP °N'[] MdU SJeOJ eIssny

Voltairenet.org



13 Vendredi 16 décembre 2011 / Friday, December 16, 2011

FROM PAGE 1

The United Nations says 5,000 people have been killed in Assad’s crackdown.
Assad has denied any o were issued to kill demonstrators and says gunmen
have killed 1,100 of his forces.

But areport published by Human Rights Watch Thursday, based on interviews
with dozens of defectors, said army commanders have ordered troops to use “all
means necessary” to halt protests, often giving explicit instructions to open fire.

HRW identified 74 commanders who had ordered, authorized or condoned
killings, torture and unlawful arrests during the anti-government protests.
“These abuses constitute crimes against humanity,” it said, calling on the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council to refer Syria to the Intemational Criminal Court.

The United States and France, which also blame Assad’s forces for the vio-
lence, have urged the U.N. Security Council to respond to the rising death toll,
but Syria’s foreign backers Russia and China have so far blocked Western efforts
to secure Council condemnation of Damascus.

Recent bloodshed prompted Burhan Ghalioun, the head of the main Syrian
opposition group, the Syrian National Council to call on the so-called rebel Free
Syrian Army to limitoperationsto defensive operations. Butthe increasing num-
ber of apparently offensive operations claimed by the group have worried some
who say the moral legitimacy of a peaceful revolution will be compromised.

In a statement posted on Facebook Thursday in response to a video circulat-
ed widely of a man in Homs posing as a street sweeper, before firing an RPG at
a stationary tank, SNC member Rami Nakhla wamed such tactics would incur
greater bloodshed.

“This operation is not called self defense ... you didn’t in this case defend
civilians, on the contrary you harmed them,” Nakhle said.

“Maybe in place of this tank, they [the soldiers] opened fire against 10 civil-
ians and killed them in revenge. You think you appear as great heroes when you
blow up a tank and take photos of yourself and put it on YouTube.”

The deteriorating security situation prompted Canada Thursday to call for an
evacuation of all its citizens in Syria.

“Our best advice is to leave Syria immediately, by any available means and
while options exist,” its Foreign Ministry said in a statement, citing concerns
that new Arab League sanctions against Syria targeting airline flights may make
it difficult to leave the country quickly.

The Arab League will meet m Cawro Saturday to consider Synan-requested
amendments to a plan to allow observers in Syria to stave off regional sanctions.

In the meantime, Iraq, which abstained from a vote to suspend Syria from the
Arab League and another to impose sanctions on Syria, announced it will send
a peace delegation to Syria to try to convince Damascus to implement an Iraqi
initiative aimed at opening a dialogue between the opposition and the Syrian
government. - The %ily §tar, with agencies
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Rebel soldiers go
ballisticin Syria

Deserters Kill 27 as uprising enters 10th month

DAMASCUS — Anny Jdesesters
kilked at least 27 sobfers and seco
tity service agents south of Damas
cus o Thuamday im the third
straight day of pe i losses 2 Ho-
wean Rights Wistch <aid half of the
sebds it spoke to had mutinked ove
onders 1o shoot avillans.

The clashes im Darao peovinee
where protests against President
Bashar Al Assad’s regme first
wruplect in mmad-Meagch camme as B
Eveopwan pariament called on S
embarched leador 1o step dowa,

Burbun Ghaiun, head of the Syr-
wn National Council (SNC), the
country's most repeesentative op-
position grouping, sasd he hoped
workd powens will soon hewd N
vl Ban Ki-moon's ol to 2t “in
R s of hum sadey ™, Thursday's
dgting beoke cut it daown st check-
puints & three sepante places in
Dara peovince, the Bntain-based
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights saad in 2 sl:ermwnt

Thw chiedhwes ome alter sy de-
fectoms Killad a1 beaod wightt Liyalin
troops on Wadoesday and sewn on
Toesdawy asthay stepped up sttacks
that they have sand were repasals
for securty foove artacks on avik
mns. In 2 new report, Human
Rights Watch noted that half of @w
mvone Uhaen 600 ro bed sobTho o o inder-
viewed said they had moutinied af
ter receiving direct onders to shoot
on cnilians,

It also named 74 milrary and
inteligence otficess “wio dllegedly
vedered, ssthorined, or condomed
widespread Killings, torture, and
unlawted arvests” s s veport titled:
"By All Meurs Nocessary .

TDetRctorns gave us names, ranks,

CANADIANS ADVISED TO QUIT IMMEDIATELY

TORONTO ~ Conado on Thursday uiged s cizens toleyve Sypria
Frrwmec ey, saning Prosddent B A Assadds anlhor Banm regame
Ters oAl ab legllmacy a1y Atensent et ion wil not be ober-
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Ingincreasing by citScu R for Canadian dplamats and cossubar officlal
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and positioas of those who gove the
opde s bosdaoat and KL =od Arma
DNeistal, the watchdogs xsaxiale
director (O emerpencies

"Each and every oftical named
In this report, up to the very highest
lewels of the Syruan governmess,
should amswer for their crimes
ogaanest the Syriam people,” Neistat
saad, ugging the UN Security Coun-
ol e refor the case e the Intéma-
tomal Crimingl Court. Because
Syria is not an 1OC member, the
court can only nervese after a Se-
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Moscow, — AFT
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Today’s Zaman (Turquie / Turkey)

Russian UN dratt on Syria
raises Western hopes ot
action, protesters fired on

The draft circulated unexpectedly by Russia expands and toughens Moscow’s previous
text, adding a new reference to ‘disproportionate use of force by Syrian authorities.
The draft also ‘urges the Syrian government to put an end to suppression

. 1 w

Russia offered the UN Security Coun-

cil a new, stronger draft resolution on

the violence in Syria, lifting Western
hopes of UN action after the killing of 27 Syr-
ian soldiers by deserters raised the spectre of a
slide into civil war.

Western envoys said the Russian text was
too weak, but they were willing to negotiate
over it, offering the council a chance to over-
come its deadlock and issue its first resolution
on Syria’s nine-month-old crackdown on pro-
testers. On Friday, Syrian security forces opened
fire on anti-government protests after prayers at
several locations around the country while the
army sent reinforcements into the tense south
where military defectors have recently launched
deadly attacks on regime troops.

The Local Coordination Comumittees and
the British-based Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said one person was killed in the
shooting in the restive central city of Homs,
and a man who was wounded in the southern
province of Daraa earlier in the day died his
wounds.

The Observatory said more than 200,000
people marched in different neighborhoods
of Homs, denouncing President Bashar al-
Assad’s regime. The turnout could not be con-
firmed as Syrian authorities have banned most
journalists from covering events on the ground.

The Observatory also reported shooting
near a mosque in the eastern city of Deir el-
Zour but it was unclear if there were casualties
there. The LCC said anti-government rallies
took place after Friday pravers all across Syria
-- from Daraa to the suburbs of the capital Da-
mascus, in Homs and Hama in the country’s
center, and to the north, in the city of Aleppo.

The protests came a day after Syrian army
defectors killed 27 government forces in Daraa
in apparently coordinated attacks that were
among the deadliest by rebel troops so far.

Syria has seen a sharp escalation in armed
clashes recently, raising concerns the country
of 22 million is headed toward civil war. The
UN raised its death toll for the Syrian upris-
ing substantially this week, saying more 5,000
people have been killed since the revolt began.

The LCC said troops deployed in differ-
ent areas in Daraa on Friday, and that electric-
ity was cut in several locations. Daraa, where
the uprising began, has been among the most
tense regions in Syria.

Because of the turmoil, Canadian Foreign
Affairs Minister John Baird said Thursday Ca-
nadians living in Syria should leave as soon as
possible while commercial flights are still
available. Washington issued a similar
warning for U.S. citizens in September.

Russia and China

vetoed sanction draft

In October, Russia and China vetoed

a West European draft resolution that
threatened sanctions. Russia has circulated
its own draft twice, but Western nations said
it made an unacceptable attempt to assign
blame equally to government and
opposition.

The draft circu-
lated unexpect-
edly by Russia on
Thursdayexpands
and toughens
Moscow’s  previ-
ous text, adding
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a new reference to “disproportionate use
of force by Syrian authorities.” The draft,
obtained by Reuters, also “urges the Syrian
government to put an end to suppression of
those exercising their rights to freedom of
expression, peaceful assembly and associa-
tion.”

Russia’s UN Ambassador Vitaly Chur-
kin told reporters it “considerably strength-
ens all aspects of the previous text” and that
“clearly the Syrian authorities are singled out
in a number of instances.” He said Russia did
not believe both sides in Syria were equally
responsible for violence, but acknowledged it
called on all parties to halt violence and con-
tained no threat of sanctions, which he said
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